- |Teachers Face
Problem of
Strike Action

By A TEACHER

. NEW YORK — Governor Dewey'’s
> message to the state legislature urg-
| ing immediate enactment of the pay
: schedules recommended by his spe-
cial Committee on’ Education and
his recommendation to punish teach-
er-strikes with the automatic loss of
their positions, puts squarely up to
. . teachers throughout the state the
s d question of striking to win their de-
5 mands for adequate pay. The Buffalo
teachers who spurned the Dewey pro-
posals have accepted assurances by
Mayor Dowd of increases ranging
from $300 to $600 a year and averag-
ing $625 a year, to be paid out of
local funds when the state enlarges
the city's taxing powers. The in-
creases are to take effect July 1.
Apparently Buffalo’s teachers will
not be included in any strike which
may develop out of the present situ-

ation.

Interest now centers on New York
City where the sparring in the teach-
ers’ salary conference, which claims
to represent a majority of the city’s
more than 30,000 teachers, between
the CIO Teachers Union and Tam-
many politician, Mrs. May Andres
Healy, president of the conference,
will probably come to a head. The
Teachers Guild, AFL, has a clear
mandate from its delegate assembly,
to proceed to strike action; but its
Halh " leaders have hung back trying to
? win their demands by lobbying and
; pressure in Albany, If the latest pub-

lic utterances of its leaders can be

taken seriously, Dewey’s decision not

to modify his committee’s recommen-

dations, leaves them no alternative

" except to vote in the Teachers Salary

Conference with the Teachers Union,

i for a strike vote in the city’s 800
: schools.

Dewey’s schedules establish higher
minima than are the case now; make
permanent the recent cost-ofsliving
bonuses granted teachers in 1945 and
’46; increase the pay of substitutes
to discourage the current practice of

%

o

saving money by with}Lolding their
appointment to permanent ppsitions
with paid vacations and tenure; and
establishes a single salary schedule
for elementary, junior and high
schools. These are gains attributable
to the fight the teachers have made,
in the first place, to the strike of the
Buffalo teachers. '

+ But these schedules provide very
little in the way of increases for the
overwhelming bulk of the teachers in
the state, involve pay.cuts for a good
many, give nothing at all to teachers
in rural areas, and clerical employ-
ees in the school system. One of their
worst features is the restoration of a
“merit” system as a basis for giving
yearly inerements after six years of
automatic increases. The “merit” sys-
tem was discarded more than thirty
years ago because it made teachers’
standing and income the victim of
supervisors, administrators and poli-
ticians for whom education was a
patronage plan.

If Dewey thought to allay the pro-
test teachers are making and deceive
them into thinking they were going
to be treated fairly, the clamor of
dissatisfaction which has arisen
should disabuse him. Even Superin-
tendent of Schools Wade, number one
bureaucrat in New York City’s edu-
cational system, was moved to asso-
ciate himself with the criticism of
Dewey’s praposals made by the
Teachers Salary Conference, the es-
sential points of which have been
given above. Wade even went along
to Albany with a Teachers Salary
Conference delegation in the futile
effort to persuade Dewey to amend
his schedules, after warning New
York's teachers against a strike.

EXPECT STRIKE

The Board of Education here ap-
parently expects a strike. The police
are visiting schools to establish what
they need to do should one take place.
The teachers themselves are excited-
ly thinking about it. The labor move-

(Continued on page 2)

U. S. to Pay British

Great Britain declared last week
that it had reached such a degree of
political crisis and economic desper-
ation that it could no longer main-
tain its troops in, and its economic
aid to, Greece. It dumped the prob-
lem into the lap of U. S. imperial-
ism, the mightiest power in the
world, which was quick to act when
faced with the prospect of seeing
the strategic but poverty - stricken
little nation in the eastern’ Mediter-
ranean abandoned to the power of
Russia.

The U. S. responded to the British
appeal . by promising that it would
help defray the cost of maintaining
British troops in Greece. So far,
there 'has been no public suggestion
7l that the U. S. might send troops. It
L is understood that the contemplated

G financial aid will total approximately
$350,000,000, of which some $250,-
000,000 would be required for the
first year. .

In a report from London, Mallory
Brown of the New York Times wrote
on March 1 that “Although officially
no reference \is made to the Soviet
Union, there is no attempt in quoar-
ters close to the British government
to hide the serious concern lest the

- withdrawal lead to a political vacu-
um in Greece on which communism

(they mean Stalinism — Ed.) would
gh £F certainly. try to capitalize for the

Loy, benefit of Moscow.”

: L The British are in truly desperate
straits: India is in turmoil and they
will ‘have to make serious conces-
sions there; Palestine is in an up-
roar and martial law has just been
instituted; and in England itself ‘a
terrible economic crisis shows no
sign of abating, for it is basic to the
crisis of British capitalism. Under
the circumstances, Britain can no
longer afford to maintain its troops
in Greece, crucial though the con-

_trol of that nation is 'for the Anglo-
American imperialist bloc. It frank-
ly admits its , incompetence and
throws the situation into the lap of
the senior partner in the firm, the
U. s. :

Reactions in Congress to this sit-

el

. lroops in Greece

" uation are highly .intert_asti.ng‘. Except

for a few flannel - mouths who are
simply trying to snare a vote here
and there, the responsible Congress-
men—responsible that is to their ba-
sic allegiance: the capitalist system
—know that U. S. imperialism must,
in its own interests, provide the
money to maintain British troops in
Greece. The alternative is the over-
throw of the unpopular and wobbly
Greek monarchy and the substitution
of a régime within the Russian

sphere of influence. Hence the Re-

publican leaders, much as they

would like to utilize the situation to,

drive partisan blows against the
Truman administration, hesitate; for
they know that the Truman admin-
istration’s action -in rushing to main-
tain British troops in Greece is in
the basic interests of U. 8. imperial-
ism.

As Hanson W. Baldwin, military
expert of the New York Times,
wrote on March 2: “All this means
that today the United States and
Russia are face to face in a struggle
for the world, a conflict short of
war, but a struggle, nevertheless, that
will alter world history. The weak-
ness of Britain and France, and the

virtual dissolution of the rest of -

Western Europe, means that the
United States, and only the United
States, is capable of sustaining West-
ern civilization.” .

If we merely substitute for the
phrase  “Western civilization” the
more accurate description of private
capitalism, the statement of Baldwin
is an excellent swnmary of the cur-
rent situation. :

Around this wretched, starved lit-
tle country of Greece there is now
centered one of the 'basic conflicts
of inter-imperialist struggle. The U.
S. will not allow Britain to surren-
der Greece to Ruscia; it will send
dollars to buttress the British bayo-
nets. And so the imj~rialist conflicts
sharpen, the mad s -amble for the
redivision of the 1sorld “continues.
The people of all the nations are the
losers while their rule: ;5 struggle for
the control of the world.
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Trotsky Murder Plotted

InN.Y.by GPU - - Budenz

LABOR ACTION has just learned
that a book, "This Is My Story," writ-
ten by Louis F. Budenz, former editor
of the "Daily Worker" and leader of
the Communist Party in this country,
is to be released for publication next
week by Whittlesey House. The book

- is certain to be one of the biggest po-

litical sensations known in this coun-
try for a long time. In the book; Bud-
enz, from his direct personal knowl-
edge, gives the first detailed factual
story of the Moscow GPU underworld
in the American Stalinist Party, as
well as the detailed facts of how this

GPU underworld, working with the

American Stalinist leadership, organ-
ized and executed the plans for the

assassination of Leon Trotsky in Mex-

ico City on August 22, 1940. The de-
tails given by Budenz confirm the
charges we have made for the past
six and a half years against the Mos-
cow assassins and their tools and ac-
complices in the Communist Party
leadership of this country.

In our next issue, which coincides
with the date of public release of the

-‘book, our readers will be given the
" Budenz story in the fullest detail to-
“gether with complete background ma-
‘terial on the murder of Leon Trotsky.

" John McManus,

Faction Fight Intensified

In UAW Loca

By WALIER JASON

DETROIT, March 2 -— An intense
campaign for control of the ‘local
union' offices is now taking pldce
between the pro and anti-Reuther
forces in a series of important local
elections as the factional struggle in
the UAW-CIO reaches new heighls
of bitterness. The outcome is by no
means certain.

A major upset occurred last week
when the Reuther forces carried a
majority of offices and executive
board members in the election at
Local 155, for ten years an undis-
puted Stalinist stronghold. Nat Gan-
ley, member of the Central Commit-
tee of the Stalinist party, was driven
from office. Only John Anderson, in-
oumbent president, was re-elected,
and his vietory was by a handful of
votes. .

In turn, another upset was the de-
feat of the Reuther camp at Briggs
Local 212, where the indictment of
financial secretary,
on charges of being involved in a
70,000 gas stamp embezzlement just
before the run-off elections, took
the entire Reuther slate to defeat.

In this connection, Emil Mazey,
.co-director of the East Side and for-
mer Briggs Local president, charged
that the indictment was timed to
coincide with the elections, and Mec-
Manus, for ten years the financial
secretary of the local, filed sumit for
$100,000 for false arrest. Neverthe-
less, the slate was defeated.

At Packard Local, Whitey Urban,
in the .Stalinist camp, won easily
from a right-wing candidate.

At Ford Local 600, the biggest lo-
cal union in the world, a bitter and
vicious struggle began this week as
unit elections and general elections
began, .

Following the personal appearance
of Walter P. Refither, international
president, at kocal 7, the home local
of R. J. Thomas, where Reuther did
a devastating job of answering
Thomas' recent accusations against
him, interest' focused this week on
the elections there between pro and
anti-Reuther slates.

and a

In each uf.,&hese'-:éﬁg&paighé;. vari-
ous kinds of - attacks. were being
made and answered, depending on

he kind of opposition and-the char-

acter of the contestants. But there
was one common feature in all of
the local elections. It was generally
a pro and anti-Reuther battle.

At Local 155, where the Stalinists
admittedly ran thermmion, ;the Reu-
ther forces concenfrated mainly K on
the lousy trade union job the:.Stalin-
ists had done. Not one single -leaflet

Draper Lashes
Ghettos in Los

LOS ANGELES, Feb, 28It will be
a long time before the smug busi-
ness men of the Crenshaw Chamber
of Commerce recover from the jolt
delivered by Harold Draper, Workers
Party candidate for councilman from
the Seventh District, when he ad-
dressed them at their luncheon nLeet-
ing today. Pulling no punches, Dra-
per, identifying himself as a worker
socialist, uncompromisingly
opposed to Jim Crow, challenged the
right of these restrictive covenanters
to use words like freedom and jus-
tice while they plot to confine Ne-
groes to “overcrowded ghettoes to the
detriment of their health, their hap-
piness . and their very lives.” (See
page 8 for text of Draper’s remarks.)

The Chamber. of Commerce had
naively assumed that the color of his
skin would inevitably line up Draper
with the other candidates invited to
appear. The report given on the
“Ninth Avenue Front” in the busi-
ness meeting preceding the addresses
by the candidates was a bold and
bald statement of the anti-Negro pur-
pose of this outfit. Ninth Avenue di-
vides the Negro and white residential
areas. It is the battle front of white
real estate interests and racist prop-
erty owners against the “infiltration”
of Negroes s¢eking space in which
to live and 'breathe. Latest word

Elections

“attacking the Stalinists as sych was
issued. “Red-baiting” was conspicu-
ous . by its absence! The Reuther
forces won.

At Local 600, where the pro-Reu-
ther forces consist primarily of a
small handful of Association of Cath-
olic Trade Union leaders (ACTU)
there was a red-baiting campaign
against the Stalinist administration.

At Local 7, the Stalinist bloc has
put on a red-baiting campaign

(Continued on page 2)

Jim Crow
Angeles

from this front was that four or five
Negroes had slipped through tha lines
and found homes in the lily white
section. One of these is Slim Gail-
lard, the well known Negro musician
and entertainer. X

The speaker who told of these
“dread developments” warned that
unless the battle lines were closed,
Crenshaw would -soon become a “dark
complected neighborhood” and issued
a call for financial reinforcements
in the crusade to “protect property
‘values.” Lawsuits have been insti-
tuted against the “invaders” of "the
sacred preserve of profit and prop-
erty.

A stunned silénce followed the
weak scattering of applause that
marked the end 6f Draper’s speech.
Ohe man was overheard to whisper,
“That guy certainly has courage.”
The candidates who spoke after Dra-
per felt obliged to make a weak pitch
for a vague “fairness to Negroes";
as did even Rasmussen, the incum-
bent, But
business and real estate interests had
a political office to lose by too much
talk of compromise and before he
sat down cautioned his white audi-
ence to “remember” the significance
to them of the fact that 45 per cent
of the Seventh Distriet's population

- is Negro.

this representative of

By SUSAN GREEN

R
To Save Rent Control!

FULL STORY IN NEXT WEEK'S LABOR ACTION-

Rent control is being given the works by Congress, not only
openly but by unadvertised flank attack. The latter is being
done by gently removing financial support from OPA, whose
remaining function is primarily rent control. Thus the House a
few weeks ago, in its budgetary action, favored that OPA re-
turn to the Treasury its uncommitted moneys and refi.r_sed to allot
an additional sum. This week Senate recommendations, also in
budgetary maneuverings, would cut the appropriations for OPA
to such a figure as to compel that agency to fold up by June 30,

1947.

This flank attack comes on top of the direct move by

|

‘he

Senate Banking and Currency Committee, before which rent

Call March
For Housing
Rent Control

NEW YORK—A giant parade will
march through the streets of the
lower East Side on Saturday, March
15, at noon, when organized tenants
and consumers will urge their neigh-
bors to join with them in the fight
for better housing and rent control.
Banded together in the United Ten-
ants and - Consumers Organization,
the marchers will protest the'State
Legislature’'s refusal to - hear their
representatives in Albany on Feb-

ruary 18. The parade will be another

step in the campaign to enroll every
resident . of ‘the lower East Side in
a concerted  effort to .defeat the .
schemes of the landlords. The UTCO
represents all the warious tenant
groups in the area. )

Among the' participating groups
will be the Manhattan Branch of the

Workers Party marching under its
own banners. The Workers Party has
pledged full support to the tenants’
movement and it urges all its mem-
bers and friends to meet the Work-
ers Party demonstrators at Straus
Square, East Broadway and Ruigers
Street, at noon on March 15,

The parade is being supported by
tenants! groups, veterans’ organiza-
tions, settlement houses and social
and political organizations of the
East Side, Each organization will
bear its own banners and placards,
and all slogans will be on the issues
of housing, rents and the high cost
of living. Plans are being drawn up
by each group to flood the neighbor-
hood with leaflets, posters and cir-
culars publicizing the parade. A
sound truck will tour the streéts a
few days before the fifteenth.

All LABOR ACTION readers on
the lower East Side who are not yet
participating in their neighborhood
rent organizations are urged to com-
municate with the Manhattan Branch
of the Workers Party in order to
help in the distribution of leaflets
and to assist in other necessary pre-
liminary work to make the parade
a sucecess.

The demonstration is to begin at
Straus Square at twelve o'clock,
march east on E. B'way to Pitt Street,
north- on Pitt Street to Avenue C,
north on Avenue C to East Third
Street, west on East Third Street to
Second Avenue, north on Second
~Avenue to East Eighth Street, east
on East Eighth Street to First Ave-
nue, north on First Averrue to East
Twelfth Street, east on East Twelfth
Street to.Avenue B, south on Avenue
B to the southwest side of Tompkins
Square Park. A giant rally, ad-
dressed by several speakers, will be
the culmination of the parade.

hearings have been held, for a
10 per cent across - the - board
rent jump and for the end of
OPA by December, 1947, along

I with other landlord -favoring

recommendations.

Unless tenants and workers give
organized resistance and show by
mass demonstrations their determi-
nation to keep rents where they are,
Congress will go ahead. While there
have been some: demonstrations and
while tenant organizations have
come to life here and there, the
demonstrations have been too thin
and sporadic, and the great mass of
the 50,000,000 tenants are still not
moved to take organized -action.

ADDED HARDSHIP 2

The lifting of rent ceilings will
bring added, unwarranted hardship
upon those least able to stand it. A
rent boost will step up the cost of
living by another three or four per
cent. And where will the extra rent

.money come from then in the aver-,

age working class family? It will be
made by cutting down the consump-
tion of necessities. More rent for thé
landlordp spells less food, less cloth-
ing, less medical and dental care for
the population as a whole. It is esti-
mated by those who watch the con-
sumer market that a'rent increase
will take an extra $500,000,000 from
consumers every month and slash
the  purchasing power of all of us by
that much. = |

The end of rent control through
OPA, even such as it is, will mean a
Roman holiday for the realtors. While
OPA has béen little more than a
laughing stock—since it allows up-
ward of 30,000 rent increases a month
and sanctioned one million “legiti-
mate” evictions in 1946—it has still
been a buffer between the tenant and.
the grubbing landlord or the latter
would not be so eager to get rid of
OPA. Without this buffer and with
rents beyond the ability of many
families to pay, evictions will in-
evitably increase. The housing short-
age, the inability of temants to find
other accommeodations, will result in
the disruption of families who may
have to separate among relatives in
order to get roofs. over their heads.
This is already happening.

How stop such a scandalous devel-
opment? BY TENANT ORGANIZA-
TIONS FORMED FOR MUTUAL
PROTECTION! Tenants and work-
ers must indeed protest in mass
meetings against the further sgueeze
Congress is fixing for them, but self-
reliance is the basic thing. Tenants
must themselves be able to resist rent
increases, to fight evictions, to  get
from landlords redecorating and oth-
er services to which they are enti-
tled. By solidarity in joint action,
they can succeed and win these re-
sults.

“UNBIASED"” DECISION

What induced the Senate Banking
and Currency Committee to recom-
mend that 10 per cent rent increase
and the end of OPA? The committee
heard the side of tenants and of la-

(Continued on page 8)
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The March campaign long planned by LABOR AC-
TION for 2,000 new readers and subscribers to the
paper is now officially on. Within the first few days of
the ecampaign, we have already had the encouraging
results of receiving 50 subscriptions, iwith more com-
ing in daily. As the campaign increases in momentum,
we expect to be swamped by a flood-tide of subserip-
tions, but we're all prepared to meet this!

An introductory offer to LABOR ACTION by which
a new subscriber will receive the paper for one full
year, together. with a copy of Ernest Erber's 25¢c pam-
~ phlet, "Plenty For All," is being made as an ihducement

to readers. This combination sells for $1.00. total; a 20
per cent saving. Six month subscriptions at the regular
rate of 50 cents (it would be impossible to offer a
- cheaper' subscription than this) are likewise available.
We take this opportunity to urge every reader of
LABOR ACTION to ask their friends who are at all
acquainted with the paper, and even those not yet ac-
quainted with it, to take out a subscription. We har(‘ily
need tell our regular readers about the paper’s merits,
which more than speak for thems
Throughout the country, branc
Party are swinging i

elves, . N
hes of the Workers

nto action behind the March Sub-

scription Drive, and have already begun to send in subs :
toward fulfilling their suggested and accepted quotas. |
An active competition among the branches of the party |
and among individual friends of LABOR ACTION toward !
winning one of the four prizes being offered is expected. :

Here is a concrete and excellent opportunity for :
every friend and reader of LABOR ACTION to do !
something on behalf of the paper. We want these extra :
subs, we need the money it represents, we welcome the :
addsd circulation that it signifies. So—during the 1
month of March particularly — see what you, our .read- {
ers, can do about getting some subs for your paper. :

/2,000 New Labor Action Subs by March 30! |

Name __.-

Lk ——

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO

LABOR ACTION

4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Please enter my subscription to LABOR ACTION as follows:
[0 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50c.
[ 1 year subscription (52 issues), together with
pamphlet “Plenty For AllL” to be mailed to me,

Address

(please print)

Zone

Gty s

. State... ;
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against the Reuther foreces! It ‘has
dragged in the standard cries about
“gutside ' interests,” ' “Comrmmunists,”
“Secialists,” “TrotsKyites!” in a:- tru-.

ly amazing examplé of the degener- .

acy of this group’ within the" labor
movement,

NEGRO CAUCUS )
At d large caucus meeting of
George F. Addes forces, Richard T.
Leonard, international union vice-
president, made a vicious speech
against' the Reuther forces in which,
as his main point, he charged that
“the three major dangers to the la-
bor movement in America today are
- Gerald K. Smith, Walter Reuther and
Senator Bilbo.” In- Stalinist locals,
Reuther is attacked as a fascist!
Taking advantdge of the fact that
there are Jim Crow elémeénts in the:
Reuther camp or, to be exact, more
Jim Crow elements in the Reuther
. eamp than in' the Addes-Thomas-
Leonard-Stalinist ‘camp, the Stalin-
ists' are- wsing their big influence
among the Negroes to whip up sen-
timent against Reuther and all his
supporters. As a powerful weapon
in this campaign, the Stalinists have
organized a secret all-Negro caucus
and  this ' developmént is causing
grave concern’ because it tends 'to
sharpen existing differences and
prejudices! o ;
This seéret caucus was attacked’
by ‘Reuther in his speech at Local 7
in which he accused the Stalinists of
exploiting the Negroes for their own
political purposes. The demand of
this caucus that the UAW-CIO elect
a Négro as a special Executive Board
member, with no vote, but to head
the” FEPC department, was called
another form of Jim Crow by Reu-
ther. “Sure, the popular way to get
support among thé Negroes is 1o
support that demand, but it is just
another form of Jim Crow, and I am
against it,” Reuther said. All union
officials should be elected on merit,
on union ability, he emphasized. To
which the Stalinist hatchetmen re-
ply: “See! H‘e‘s another Bilbo!”

ATTACKS STALINISTS

Besides repeating what LABOR
ACTION reported last week on the
Allis-Chalmers strike dispute be-

tween him and Thomas, Reuther

.made a major attack on the .Sialin-

ist' party fof being an agéncy of
Moscow and: for putting those in-
terésts above thé interests: of the
workers in thé shops: -~ ' [ .
Hé pointed® oiit ‘that thé J. I Case
strike was solid after 15 months, a
strike longer than the "Allis-Chal-
mers walkout, and that ‘the 'strikers
were solid. At Allis-Chalméts over
5,000 have now ‘goné" back te work!
Retither said’ the difféfence wis be-
cause the Allis-Chalmers strike léad-
ers permitted theé Stalinists to ex-
ploit the picket lines, and divided
the strikers, so they became prey
for company propaganda. He said- a
full report would be made to the
UAW membership as soon as the

- strike was settled.

Of course, the.flip-flops, thé piecé-
work advocacy of the Stalinists dur-
ing the war, their demand for a five-
year no-strike pledge affer the war
until their line was changed—all
these were pointed out by Reuther,
who was enthusiastically received by
the  overflow membership meeting.
“Any criticism - you make of the

Communist Party brings from thém"

a'cry of red-baiter. It is' a neat for-

mula for them,” ReutHer pointed out."

“The ohly way to avoid being a red-
baiter in their eyes is to follow the
flip-flops of the party line.”

Far too many militants in the

UAW-CIO, be'they Sotialists, Trot-"
skyists or independents, havé beén

called red-baiters by the Stalinists

when théy havé attacked' reactionary:

policies of this notorious gang, for
the ranks to be fooled by the Stalin-
ist shouts of injuréd innocence,

REUTHER'S ERROR

"Reuther’s error, and this may be-
come dangerous, is the fact that in
his attack on “outside interests” re-
ferring to the Stalinists, he makes
no distinction between that danger-
ous political tendency within the
union movement, and the progres-
sive and revolulionary -tendencies
who have “no special axe to- grind,”
but devote themselves to fighting
for .a program based exclusively on
the needs of the men in the shops!
The overtones of “red-baiting” in
Reuther's speeches come from this
opportunistic approach. In this he is

(R s

Cleveland Banks, landlords
Thrive on “‘Circles of Rot”

By GERALD Mc¢DERMOTT

CLEVELAND, Feb. 22—Truth about
Cleveland’'ss Negro ghettos has hit
the front pages of this city. In-a blis-
tering statement by Sidney Williams,
retiring head of the Urban League,
the capitalist masters of Cleveland
have been directly accused of breed-
ing:Jim Crow for profit. What Sidney
Williams said is true of every city
in the nation and should be of inter-
est to the whole labor movement.

Clévalangd beasts that this city has
never had a race riot. Race relations
here ‘are- supposed to be superior fo
most other large cities. But Cleve-
land ' does NOT boast that 100,000
Negro citizens in' this “civic-mind-
ed” city are forced to live in a slum
area under conditions that rival the
worst. This fact is so naked, so stark,
and - so forceful that the charges
hurled by Williams could not be ig-
nored by the daily press.

Even Williams, in laying much of
the blame with the “Union Club

gang”—which means in Cleveland *

what Wall Street gang would mean

in New York—did not tell all the

truth about the ruling clique which
he correctly says “toil nof, but live
on the fat of the land.” But if Wil-
liams didn't tell all the truth about
the city's rulers, LABOR ACTION
will supply the rest.

CIRCLES OF ROT

Williams spoke of “circles of rot”
in the race relations of the city.
“Circles of rot” has a special mean-
ing in Cleveland—it describes not

' only the race relations, but the city
itself: The center of the city is a
depressive wasteland of crowded fire
traps, rotting hulks and ugly sham-
bles ‘'which nevertheléss continue’ to
enrich the Union Club gang, who
long ago moved to the exclusive sub-
urbs.

The responsibility for thé circles
of rot in race relations was out-

_lined by Williams. Some of the
causes he listed are only half true,
because unfortunately  Williams did

-not’ tell the othér half-of the truth.

First, Williams blamed the land-~
lords. What he didn’t say was that
the’ landlords are largely the banks,
and the banks are—the Union Club
gang.

Secondly, he named the school
board, who “ghettoize Negro teach-
ers and students.” What he didn't say
was who the ecapitalist politicians on
the school board represent. You fill
in the answer.

Third, he blamed the “city fathers
bunch” directly. Nothing" neéd be
added, although it is surprising that
Williams complainéd that these pow-

erful people, who could help the Ne-

gro, do not. They know a'godd’ thing’

—for them—when they see one.
Fourth, in an-effort to be “fair,”

Williams blamed’ “newly arrived

‘Southern Negroés who' lose their-

heads in new-found freedom.” It is,
at. best, an exceedingly unfortunate
formulation. “Freedom” for Cleve-
land's Negroes "cannot decently be
measured by comparison with Bil-
bo's South. Who' if responsible for
the explosive resentment that South-
ern Negroes oftén show in the North?

No one but the “Union’ Club' gangs”"

of Memphis and Birmingham, Atlan-
ta and Richmond. '
Lastly, Williams stated that Cleve-
land’s large foreign-born population
“seem to think anti-Negroism is the
first step’ toward Americanization.”
For' Negroes to blame their fellow
workers and fellow inhabitants” of
the “circles of rot* would be a dan-
gerous mistake, Does Williams think
that foreign - born citizéhs  brought
their Jim ‘Crow notions from Poland
and’“Yugoslavia? No, the ‘immigrats
learned this' not -before, but after
they passed- the Statue of “Liberty”
into a land where capitalist rulers
MAKE Jim Crow part of America.
Cleveland ' is' better off , bécause
Williams turried the spotlight on -the
shatme’ of ghettos” and’ discrimina-
tion: Not,-of course, that the Negroes
and other working people of Cleve-
land really needed to be reminded.

WHERE TO START

Williarns, whethier he likes it or
not,’ furned the spotlight on himsélf,
too. He has been in' Cleveland many
years, but -he made his speech just
before’ leaving: Cleveland for a néw
—and better—job in Chicago. Had'
he just discovered conditions here
the day before his. train left?” That
is hard to believé. Maybe he didn’t
want to start a fight he was afraid
to lead. L ‘

. It is' not ‘hard’ to’ find' a - place 'td*

start the fight against Jim Crow and’
- bad holsing” for Negroes, and mis-

erable housing’ fo¥ thé'rest: of Cleveé-
land’s workers. The place to start is
in’ the’ union halls on Euclid’ and 79th
and Coit Road and throughout the
irdusirial sections. The fight ‘against
the’ fat' boys is alréady’ starteéd’ there;
and white anfl ' Negro workers are
fighting together, school bodfd or no
school board. And if the average
Negro working man took the Urban
League and NAACP and Futuré* Oiit-
look Leagué away from people who’
wear white collars” seven days a
week, that would"helpa 1bt too. Fi-
nally, an'independent’ labor party
growing out'of "ihe ‘union 'halls” and'
the Negro and rhitofity organizations
could fight thé' Univn Club bunch
politically” 1ké the auto and steel’
anil’-electri¢al and other locals fight
théint' econorically. .
And that goes-ndt only for Cleve-

land but for Kansas City and Kala-
mazoo and Kokomo ahd: every other's

“city in this nation ‘where capitallsm

thrives on “circles of rot.”’ 1
: o

no different, of course, from his op-
ponents in the Addes-Thomas-Leon-
ard bloe, whose views are as oppor-
tunistic. Even' R. J. Thomas, in the
speechés written “for him by fhe Sta-
linists; - usés Reuther’s formula; *I
am against control ‘of the’ union

movement by Communists, Socialists .

or Trotskyists.”

Quietly working behind the scenes
in “this furious struggle is Géorge
Addes,” findntial ' secrétary-treasureér,
whi is rapidly building his fences to'
be “a’ “third c¢amp” candidate for
president in' the event R. J. Thomas
continues his reckless actions which
are diserediting him, Thomas is not

Facﬁons Vie in UAW Local Elections - -

just stooging for the Stalinists, but
is also doing Addes’ dirty work.
Already key Addes men are say-
ing: “We need a strong man for pres-
ident who isn't. a factionalist like
Reuther or Thomas. Now Addes is
a real. strong man; he could unite
this union!” All 6f which would mean
that the Addes-Leonard-Thomas-Sta-
linist bloe would simply drop Thom-
as and his handful of supporters into
the dump heap and take over full
control of the UAW-CIO. As against
this, the Reuther tendency remains
ihe progressive one in the struggle
and deserves the backing of the mili-

tants in the union.
L ]

Sees “*Operation Dixie”’
Succeeding in Textile

By CHARLES KENT

Forty of tlie 125 CIO organizeérs
now operating in the South are con-
centrated in"the textile plants in the
Piedmont Belt of North and South
Carolina, where the CIO has yet to
make a dent. Here, as in no other
Southern industry, capitalism has
strengthened and bulwarked its dikes
against the rising tide of industrial
unionism. When the CIO first an-
nouinced' its intention of organizing
thé unorganized in the South, the
Cotton' and* Wool Journal, theé tex-
tile industry’s official journal, an-
nounced in a leading editorial the
intention of the industry's detérmi-
nation to' resist organization by legal
and illegal means. The editorial fur-
ther outlined" in' détail’ a plan, com-
parable to.the infamous strike-break-
ing “Méhawk Valley Plan,” to pre-
vent orgadization. (An- article in’ the
near futire will outline and analyze

" this plari.)

The “Piedmont Plan,” as the writer
shall hereafter refer to it, has been
largely successful and thousands of
Southern textile workers in this re-

gion remain unorganizéd. Those who'

evinced the- slightest’ interest in' the
CIO have been summarily fired, told
that they were fired for union™ ac-
tivity, and blacklisted from work in

“any other textile plant. This has

.-served to frighten
workers. : 4
In ‘carrying out these firings, the

the l_gs!_; mi!itant

textile bossés have not hesitated to~

tell the workers that they were fired
for joining a union. So frequent has
been - the  incidence of such firings

such flagrant violations of the Wag-
ner Act havé been laughable. The
board, however sincere and scrupu-
lous its members might be in en-
forcing the law of the land, is help-
less. before the organized efforts of
a powerful industry.

CIO HAVING EFFECT ;

Those in charge of the textile drive
report, however, that the situation is’
about to break in favor of the CIO.
Constant effort by the organizing
staff is beginning te have its effect
upon the textile workers.

Pressured by the increasing exploi-
tation of capitalism, they are begin-
ning to seé the advantage of organ-

that the NLRB's efforts to prevent

izing themselves into an industrial
union. Then there are thosé who re-
member the bloody and explosive
strikes of the Thirties, when, under
thé leéadership of the AFL; they
formed unions, struck for something
more than a starvation wage and
lost: They are realizing that their
heroic struggles of an eéarlier period
can' be repeéated with a greater
chance of success. ‘
They are not as isolated as they
were then, for niany thousands of
Southern workers in other indus-
tries in that area will help them.
The incomparably gréater strength
of the entire American labor move-
ent is another factor in their favor.
Undoubtedly they will: be organized.

STANDARD OIL TARGET

Another stronghold of the anti-
labor forces is to be found in Baton
Rouge, La, where Standard Oil
Company of New Jersey operates
the largest oil refinery in the United
States. This oil refinery has been for
many years a tag'ggt‘ for organization
by the CIO with the SOC (Southern
Organizing Committee) intensifying
the drive during the past six months.

Here organization has been re-
tarded. The Standard Oil Company
has simply kept one step ahead of
the éains won byrprganized oil work-
ers. Its workers, receive more pay,
longer,... paid jyacaiions, 2
rights, ete,, than ihe organized work-
ers in other companies in this area.
The company can afford to do this
because of its more favorable mo-
nopoly position and because of its
infamous alliance .with the still very
much alive Huey Long political ma-
chine, which hag, for years granted
the . company unhelievably low tax
rates per barrel of Louisiana oil
pumped. ' :

Other industries which the SOC
finds largély unorganized are the
furniture and tobacco industries. It
is in the latter that the drive has
been most successful, however, to’
the presént date.

Certain measures are being adopt-
ed by the SOC to spéed up the drive.
The most important fromi’ every as-
pect is the South-wide formation of
volunteér rankK and file organizing
committees based in the locals. This,
too, will be the subject of a later:
article on “Operation Dixie.”

“TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

By JACK RANGER

seniority .

THE PORTAL PAY PIPE DREAM

Federal Judge Franc A. Picard, of Detroit, after-a
fine show of impartiality (“I am both pro-labor and pro-
business”) did what this column-predicted he would do.
He took the tip thrust upon him by the U. S. Supreme
Court and threw out the Mt. Clemens Pottery Co. portal
pay suit, on grounds that the claims of the workers
were “too trifling to merit damage.,” What a pious
fraud! The federal courts didn’t find it too trifling to
fine John L. Lewis and the United Mine Workers some
$15_millions. But the portal pay suits—poof.

There are only 1,515 suits on'filé in 85 federal district
courts, for claims totaling o mere 5_:5.7.'35.204.606. Through
their ‘legal arm, América's 60 Farmilies dismiss the suits
on the grounds they are "tob trifling.” Through their legis-

lative armi, a subcommitteé of the Sénate judiciary com-

mittee, they spread fhe agitation' that the suits invoive
such tremendous sums that to grant them would "seri-
ously impdir" the ‘credit of many employers, and "would
bring about the financial ruin of many employers.” When
your class is in power, you don't have to be bothered by
inconsistencies or abstract justice. Justice is power, and
_your class has the power.

Just look at how the federal judges all over the
nation clicked their heels and went to work on the
unions’ portal pay.claims. In Camden, N. J., Federal
Judge Thomas M. Madden ruled that a union bringing
a portal pay suit must have signed declarations made
under oath from each of the complainahts it represents.
In Chieago, Federal Judge Philip L. Sullivan dismissed

a portal pay suit brought by the International Union of’

Mine, Mill and Smelter ‘Workers, Local 758, when the

hoss showed up with signatures of- 60 workers who had .

caved in under boss pressure and asked that ‘the suit be
dropped. Sullivan denied a request from union counsel
that the suit be thrown out “without prejudice,” and
directed that the dismissal order carry the “with preju-
dice” terminology, a legal barrier to the refiling of a
similar suit. In Congress a Hoéuse judiciary committee
has drawn up a bill under which a boss who claims he
had “acted in good faith” could thereby establish a de-
fense against suits filed for back pay under the portal
principle. N

. So much for the portal pay suits. It is doubtful if one
will hear much’ about them from now on. Understand—
I believe that the workers are entitled to every cent
claimed in the suits, that they should receive pay for
every minute they have to give the bosses. But when
the Stalinists and the labor lawyers. direct a fight like
this into the capitalist courts, they are‘losing the case

before the game even starts. The courts représent the-

home field of the bosses. They OWN' the courts, they
OWN Congress, they OWN the White House. They can
whip us every time at their own game. The place to win
portal pay is the place the miners won it—on the old
picket line. That’s OUR field. The bosses and their
flunkies are really so few. We are sd many. But they
occupy the key political and industrial posts. They own
the means of produgtion and they own Congress—until

we challenge that ownership with a labor party of our -

own. When that day comes, the gains we make on the
picket line will stay won. °

"THE GREAT HOUSING BOOM OF 1947"

There isn’t going to be ‘any building boom in 1947,
any more than there was in 1946, or will be in 1948 and

X :
the years to come. Nevertheless, I predict that within
two or three years all the talk about the housing crisis
will die down. How explain this paradox?"

~What is meant today by the housing crisis ‘is' “the
peculiar intensification of the bad housing conditions of
the masses, as the result of the following circumstances:
The tearing down' of hundreds of acres of buildings in
the depression of the 1930's in each big city; the sudden
rush of population to the biy towns during the wadr-fime

industrial boom; fhe fact that few new apariménts’ have

been built since 1929; the demobilization of millions  of
veterans; the sharp increase in population with no paral-
lel increase in building; a creeping increase in' rents; ‘a
still further aggravation of overcrowding in the individ-’
ual homes, and, for some, the impossibility of finding &
pldce to live in at all. And THIS housing crisis gets talked'
of so much only because it is not limited to the working
class but, affects other classes as well.

The fact is, that under capitalism there never has

"been and never will be a solution to the housing needs

of the masses. In every city, in every country, the work-
ing c¢lass lives in bad, overcrowded and unhedlthy
dwellings. This housing shortage will be overcome only
by abolishing altogether the exploitation and oppression
of the working class by the ruling class.

The Wall Street Journal recently made a survey in

eleven key cities about the “building boom’” that the -

boss politicians refer to so glibly. “It’s only a pipe:
dream,” because of high costs, reports that paper. A’
big Philadelphia builder has given up plans for 500
homes. “I won’t do anything about them for at least
another year,” said he. In Pittsburgh, a builder who
planned to construct 50 houses in 1947 said: “I've al-
ready started ten of them—but I'm going to hold off on
the rest.” In Cleveland a builder who had planned for

120 houses this year will build only five. A Detroit con-'

struction firm which originally planned to stant 300
units for-sale this year has slashed that figure in half.
The same story comes from the West Coast. The head of
Associated Home Builders of San Francisco says 'there

will be no building boom in 1947, that “costs are too )

high.” In Chieago, 18,766 homes were begun in 1946,
anc! only 6,373 were finished. It is doubtful if the re-
mainder of the homes will be completed even in 1947,

say some real estate operators. January, 1947, building

permits in Chicago totaled only $11 millions, less than
in December, 1946, and far under January, 1946.
Of course, much of this pessimism of the real estate

shar_ks is direclted at finally killing rent ceilings, now -
t[estmec_l to expire June 30 under present law. Once the
rent ceilings are off, “a considerable number of new’

apartment projects would doubtless bhe started,” accord-
ing to the N. Y. Journal of Commerce.

You see, it is more profitable for the housing sharks
to put up expensive apariment buildings for the upper
middle class than it is fo put up low-rental units or cheap
houses. When rent ceilings are off, a lot of luxury apart-
ments will be built, despite "high costs." The housing
‘ueeds of the upper middle class will be met within a year

or two. The housing "crisis™ will then disappear from the’
pages of the boss press and the speeches of the poli- ¢
ticians. The mass of the American people will continue
to be housed in the regal splendor to which they have '

become accustomed under capitalism. For exampie: 21

per cent of U. S. homes have no electricity; 43 per cent '
have no private bath; 31 per cent have no running .water; .’

27 per cent have no refrigeration. The only road to de-
cent housing for ALL the people is the sacialist road.

Teachers’ Strike Action --

(Continued from page 1)

ment which has as big a stake as
any force in the fight to save the edu-
cational system is officially silent and
strangely aloof.

We should know within a week

whether -a strike poll' will be taken. -

If it is, the probabilities are it will
show an affirmative majority.

A strike by New York City’s teach-
ers would be a tremendous experi-
ence. Through strike action teachers
are becoming a construective factor
in education. They compel the adop-
-tion- of larger budgets for education
and higher salaries which is the only

'Ohio Vets Seek State Bonus

CLEVELAND—On Tuesday, Febru- cards explaining their demands. The

ary 25, 500 veterans from many parts

of Ohio converged on Columbus to made peacefully and orderly and,

present their demands for a state
bonus. The call for this acfion was

entry into the Capitol building was
once inside, the men walked up-
stairs to the Senate meeting room.

made by the Provisional Committee As the group entered the Senate,

on Veterans Affairs, an outgrowth
of the Collinwood (Cleveland) Vet-

they were welcomed by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor, in the presiding chair,

erans Coniiiii'tltee,_ which is {_:oqijiosiéd‘ who informed them that it was their
of vets from the heavy industrial.»democratic right to observé the Leg-

area ¢f Collinwood. Most of the del-
egates responding to the call were
sent by their unions, while somé
came from veteran and other groiips.

After traveling to Columbus by
various means, the vets first met at
the Chittenden Hotel and were
briefed on’the various parts of the
program of ‘the day. Delegates were
to parade to the State Capitol, call
their Senators and Represéntatives
from the floor of both- legislative
bodies and impress on these gentle-
men in a “gentle but firm” manner
the vets’ stand on ‘state bonus and

. other issues.

Five planks were presented for the
veterans’ program: For a state low?
rent housing program; for -an -im*
proved state GI Bill of Rights; for
a“ state FEPC; for a’ state veterans’
health program; and for a state bo-
nus, with the emphasis put on the
method of financing the bonus. The
Provisional Committée advocatéd
paying‘for the bonus’ by a corporite’
iax, by a tax on high’income groups
and- by taxing horse racing and
othér’ gambling.’

The only outside speéaker to ap-
pear before this session was a rhem-
ber of 'the House Military Affairs
Commiitteé, who distinguisheéd him-
self by advising the deélegates of the
number of his ancestors: who' fought
in. the Civil War, and by begging
them not to march on' the Capitol.

The' vets' did march” to theé' Capiv
tol, escorted by the local CIO:sdund
truck and the police, carrying pla-

islature in action and to spéak to
their Representativés. Thefeupon the
Senate meeting was adjouirned and'
most Senators found that they had
very urgent dufies to perform else-
where. :

As the Senators moved out, the
vels moved i, surrounding the men
they had come to see, and in miost
cases succeeded in at’ least présént-
ing the five-point program to theé
legislators. The fwo Senators from’
Cleveland, Pérsky anil Cotlett, weré
faced by the largest group of mén
and were most unwilling to spedk
or be spoken to. Both men had very
important commitiee meetings at
once and anyway theré. wasn’t an
available room large enough to seat
the group. :

After much argument and heckling
and to prevent the press from re-
porting that “they wouldn't talk to
the vets,” these Senators found both
the time and the space for an imime-
diate  meeting. The group’ mioved' to
a convenient room and there had an
hour and a half meeting. The Sen-
ators and' most Cleveland Reéprésent-
atives weré presented with the five-
point program by a cominittee of.
five, with further participation- al-
lowed by the men in the audience.

As was to be expected, thé legis-
lators hemmed and hawed and tried
every ruse possible to avoid answer-
ing" directly ‘the guestions put to
thém: Oné ‘of them even' dug upia
law- which' prevents anyone from
asking a legislator to answer yes or

no in advance on any hill presented
to the Legislature. The guestions
were still asked and a few repre-
sentatives committed themselves fa-
vorably on. some of thé issues. On
the whole, thé men in office only
agreed to “consider” the proposals
presented to them.

At the same time a comniittée
went to see the Governor, biit didn’t
get very far with him either. Later
in the day the  delegates reassémi-
bled and ‘selected a state’ comimittee
to continue the pressure for their
program.

In spite of the really mild action
taken by the veterans, the newspa-
pers really smeared the action.
Cleveland papers had banner head-
lines to the effect that the marchers
“invaded” the' Capitol; they also
pointed out that very few of the
leaders had Communist Party con-
nections; and they made much of the

absence of the old-line wvet organ-
zizations from the .action.

way to stop the rush of teachers out
of the profession, now taking place
at the rate of more than 35,000 a
year on a national scale. They be-
come spokesmen not only in their

own behalf but for the rescue of the

educational system as-a whole. They
emerge from the status of public em-
ployees subservient to omnipotent
bureaucrats to become a force in the
solution of their own and the broader
problems of education.

In struggle they discover bonds of
solidarity among themselves, with
their fellow teachers who come to
their support; with their pupils and
their pupils’ parents who are, in their
majority, sympathetic to them; with
workers wherever, as in Buffalo,
when teamsters refused to cross their
picket lines to deliver coal and sup-
plies, labor demonstrates its support.
Perhaps the most significant achiev-
ment of the Buffalo strike is that the
mayor - who denounced ‘it as a revolt
against authority was :compelled to
negotiate a settlement—a wmighty
change from the hundred year prac-
tice of issuing orders that had to be
obeyed. In Woonsocket, Rhode Isl-
and, the city recognized the Teachers
Guild, AFL, as the collective bar-
gaining agent for the city’s teachers,
to avoid a threatened strike there.
Towns in Pennsylvania and other
states have recognized teachers or-
ganizations as bargaining agents by
negotiating with them. Strikes are

. changing eentury old relationships in

the country’s educational system.

TEACHER ORGANIZATION

In New York City, aside from
other benefits that
from a strike, there is the possibility
that it may provide a solution for
the anarchy of teacher organizations
of which there are at least eighty
among the city’s 23,000 teachers. The
organization which conducts a strike
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in this city, will acquire, of neces-
_sity, authority among teachers, If it
1s successful, and there is no reason
why it should not be, it can act as
an attractive center, as a unifying

influence among them. The tempo-

rary collaboration of the Teachers
Union, CIO, Teachers Guild, AFL,
Teachers Interest Committee, Inde-
pendent, and other organizations

may be developed into a permanent

Wants to Outlaw
Teachers' Strikes

structure out of which, in time, may
issue a single organization with suf-

fieient authority to ‘represent and |
speak for a considerably greater

number of teachers than any one of
them can do today.

The teachers in New- York City
have it in their power to strike a
blow for education and their own in-
terest which are one and the same.
Tht_:y can pass from long suffering
passivity to active intervention im
the solution of their situation. The

. strike is now not only their weapon

of last resort but a program to con-
struct a new age in economic rela-
tionships in edueation. One occasion
was missed when the proposal to'take
a strike poll before Dewey made his
first recommendation for a $300 temni-

porary cost-of-living bonus in* Janu-: .

gﬁ-y, was pos_ltponed. If Healy defeats
he proposal now the opportunit
will bé lost: -~ - e ¥
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By  JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Feb. . 14 —Steaming slowly
into Saigon harbor with 8,000 troops

aboard at the beginning of February
was France's largest ocean liner, the’

Ile de France. The French Expedi-
tionary: Corps which started out on
January 12 was coming to reinforce
‘the weakened TFrench gartison in
Indo-China in the war against the
Anhamnites and.others of 'the five peo-
ples ‘who make up this “jewel of em-
pire” in ‘the Far East, _
Their ‘three weeks' trip, reports
Jacques Bermeont in a copyrightéd
story in Frince - Dimanche. a big
weekly paper, was a “devil’s Odys-
sey,” For all along the route from

_Toulon, through the Meditérranean,

down through the Suez Canal and
the Red Sea, and along the Indian
Oceah, strange troubles beset the

biggest liner that ever went through

Sueéz.

In the boiling hot ‘weather each
soldier sought means of occupying
himself, usually with long and pas-
sionate arguments over Indo-China
and what they were to do there. The
officers did not argue. They played
cards.

SHORE LEAVES FORBIDDEN

At edch port the hot and weary
troops thought they would have an
opportunity to:go ashore and escape
the steam-bath existence aboard-ship.
But the arguments about Indo-China
had 'reached others; along- the land
routés to the Far East.

Reaching Port Said, where the
ship was to stop for food, water and

" refueling, the troopslearned they had

beén ‘forbidden to go ashore. Afraid
of arousing mass demonstrations
against the French Expeditibnary
Corps already badly disliked by
Egyptian natives who had never so
much as seen the troops, the Egyp-

" tian authorities dared not permit

French troo_ps _ashore. Arabs held
that France is slaughtering Indo-Chi-
nese natlves ﬂghtmg for their free-
dom. They threatened grave inci-
derits against the troops if they dared
set’ fdot on land. Everyone stayed
abbard. _ _

At Suez the troops were again for-
bidden land liberty for fear of arous-
ing ‘demonstrations.

Hopefully the soldiers looked for-
ward to getting their feet on terra
ﬁrma at Colombo in Ceylon. After
many days of sailing through the
hot Indian Ocean, the ship's captain
recelved a telegram that docking in
Colombo was impossible. Violent
demonstrations had broken out in
Bombay, India, before the Frefich
consulate. Student groups demanded
that the French Expeditionary Corps
return to France immediately, and
thit an unconditional agreement be
signed with Ho Chi Minh, the An-
namite leader. At Colombo this agi-
tation against the French could no
longer be contained if the {roops
came into port.

- Despots Never Hesitate to Ui'iilze Fools

The ‘Devil’s Odyssey’ of a Sh:p
That Couldn’t Fmd a Port ...

A second telégram said workers
at the port had decided to sabotage
refueling ‘of the' Ile de France, in-
cluding food and'water for the tréops.
Trincomalee was the only alterna-
tive port for landlng or “even dock-
ing.

No sooner had the big ship reached
Trincomalee in-the morning than &
‘strike ‘broke ‘out among the workers
on the dock who refused to load the
ship. General confusion réigned
aimong the troops who once ‘again
were not permitted to land.

To 'supply the ship the British had
to furnish a guard of marines who
barely averted grave struggles with
Ceylon natives.

COLONIALS STAND SOLID

After such consistent manifesta-
tions of hatred, Jaeques Bermont
concluded, wisely, that Middle East

and Oriental populatwns did not
like France's policy in Indo-China.
He addetl that 4l Asia, which is
now striving to eliminate European
colonial ' rule, was solidarizing itself
with Ho 'Chi Minh. against the
Frerich.

Among strange voyages in modern
_times the “devil's Odyssey” of the
Ile de France in January- February,
1947, may take ‘its place ‘as the finest
démonstration of solidarity of colo-
nial peoples in the Mediterranean,
Red Sea and Indian 'Ocean' against
European rule. Solidarity against the
French Expeditionary Corps 'leaped:
as if telepathically from country to
country,. to. bring consternation to
8,000 French troops atidfinform:them
in the only way open to these na-
tive® fighters that all along the land
routes and sea lanes- to Indo-China
nothing but hatred. and bitter mass
struggles awaited France.

.

Labor’s Effort Was Decisive
In Winning Free Education

The achievement of free compul-
sory education—as well as the eight-
hour day or the minimum wage laws
—is due directly and mainly to the
sttuggles and agitation of the Amer-
ican labor movement.

Between the years of 1820 and
1850, this demand was one of the
main planks of labor’s program in
all parts of the country. The Work-
ingmen’s Party in, Philadelphia, for
instance, considered free public ed-
ueation important enough to place it
at the head of its program of politi-
cal demands in 1829, and in a nation-
al convention of trade unions held in
New York in 183¢ a resolution was

’odoplea which urged an “equal, uni-

versal, republican system of educa-
tion,” .

Proof of the decisive role of the
labor movement in the achievement
of free education is the fact that in
the first half of the 19th century,
when agitation for this demand was
carried on mainly on a local level,
free education existed almost only
where trade unions and workers' po-
litical organizations were strong
enough to enforce this demand. Thus
the industrial North énjoyed this re-
form long before it was half-heart-
edly instituted in the South.

Another field in which labor took
a hand in shaping our educational
system'i¢ the fiéld of $éx equality.
Numerous resolutions were passed
for this demand all over the country
and in 1834 a convention of Massa-
chusetts workers protested that “fe-
males-in an especial manner are ed-
ucated to consider all useful employ-
ments or any avocation by which
their fair hands may gontribute to
their own support, -as degradation.”

| have been good looking!

The present threat to free educa-
tional institutions can be linked to
a growing moverhent on the part of:
American capitalism to destroy the
hard -fought - for. achievements of
American workers. The defense of
free education— which must neces-
sarily include the demand for a de-
cent salary for teachers —js there-
fore very properly a part of labor's
general strategy of. resistance against
the encroachments of big business.

FAIRYTA‘LES
VERBOTEN

The wunfortunate 'children of |
Stalinist Russia dre, no longer to
be allowed' to listen to' fairy sto-
ries over the MoscoW radio.

A Stalinist critical hack, L. Du-
brovina, writing in Culture and
Life, finds that many children’s,
broadeasts were stamped with
old-fashioned methods. She up-
braids the {fairy" stories for not
emphasizing the Five-Yeidr Plan.

She picks out for special at- |
tack one children’s broadeast
which - started out “Let us meet |
the New Year wlth a heart open
for good.” v

Of course, one could comment |
' that life would be more pleasant
for Russian children listening to
the simple fairy tales about Cin-
derella than listening to fairy
tales about Five-Year Plans. At
least .Cinderella is supposed to

\
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By ‘HENRY JUDD

~NHE Febriary 20: an-

‘nouncement of Britain’s
Prime Minister Attlee to the
effect that, come what ‘may,
Britain: intends to. withdraw:
from India by June of 1948,
and:transfer power into: Indian.
hands ‘(“defitiite ‘intention to
take the necessary steps to ‘ef-

fect the ‘transferenice ‘of power'

into responsible Indian hands .. .”);
this announcement has aroused great
interest and. speculat&on. Do the Brit-
ish really mean it this time? Are
they about to finally leave India?
Has British imperialism. proven so
generous and flexible that 400,000-
,000 people are, at long last, to be
handed their mdependence"

Clearly, a. s]gmﬁcant—lf not fun-
damental—change has taken placein
the situation, conditioned by the'des-
perate economic and social phght of
England, by the stalemate within

" India itself between IImdus and Mos-

lems, and by the incessan demand
of the Indian nation as a whole that
the British quit India. From this
point of view, the British ahnounce-
ment is a move forced upon imperial-
ism by forees too powerful for it to
control ‘and regnlate. It has become
mandatory for England to do some-
thing about the: Indian question.

In the announcement. itself there
is an implied threat—a threat mtend-
ed to bring about a compromise

agreement between the predominant-

ly Hindu-capitalist Congress ‘party,
and the Moslem League. “His Majes-
ty's Gavernment,” says the arnounde-
nient, “will have to consider to whom
the powers of the Central Govern-
ment in. British India should be hand-
ed. over on the due date. . . . Since
Britain must come to terms with the
Indian ruling class, this. threat dims
to force the Hmdus and Moslems into
a pact by implying ;Ehat ‘otherwise,
Britain will deliberately choose one
or the other as the Tecipiént of the
power it is p}eparmg to “abandon.
This is of course a result of the

long stalemate, still existent, between
Hindu and Moslem political parties.
Since the war’s end, British 1mpenal-
ism has had one basic strategy in
mind during all'its deglings with In-
‘dia—the creation of an agreenient, a

l Harold Laski in Stalin’s Service

By IRVING HOWE

For some time now a number of journalists
have been earning their groceries the easy way by
writing about U. S.-Russian relationships. They
tell their readers why the U. S. “doesn’t under-
stand” Russia, or why Russia “doesn’t under-
stand” the U. S.—as if inter-imperialist strug-
gles could be reduced to the level of lovers’ quar-
rel§ or even problems of mastering unfamiliar
Ianguages A notorious fellow-traveler, Edgar
Snow, is presently boosting his income by spin-
ning otit a few such pieces for the Saturday Eve-
ning Post, in which he ranges from Stalinist
apologetics to cracker-barrel philosophy to badly
dlgested “Dostoievskiah” reflections on the Rus-
sian soul.

Though one expects this from the hit-and-
run 'scribblers of the popular weeklies, it is
also to be expected, presumably, that a socialist
would try to dig 'a little deepér into political
problems. Especially one who has a world-wide
reputation!

‘Harold J. Laski, author of numerous books
and former chairman of the British Labor Party

" though he is, does not, however, succeed in rising

an inch above the level of chatter-box gossip and
‘provincial psychology in his artiele, “Russia, Why
Does It Act that Way?—A Psycho-Politieal
Study ” (The Nation, March 1, 1947.)

For Laski the problem of current politics boils
down to , . . protocol and psychology. After de-
sctibitig ‘the strnmed nature of U. S.-Russian re-
lationships, he writes:

“What this 'reqrmres first of all is the recogni-

" tion ‘that politics is the curt of compromise, and

that there must be the skill and insight to find the
my to a good compromise when it is nécessary.
I am nmot certain that Mr. Molotov has that skill
dnd insight in the degree that Mr. Litvinov had;
I'om quite sure that Gene alissimo Stalin huas it. »
This quotation, you will admit, is rather daz-
zling. For Laski the current is not ‘due to such
matters as who shall rule Germany, who dominate
the Mediteérranean, who control Manchuria; for
Him ‘it is a matter of bad manners: Molotov is
not so refined as Litvinov. But if “Generalissimo”
Stalin is—“I ‘am quite sure” trills Harold to the
titillated Nation readers—so 'well-mannered, why
does he tolerate the coarse Molotov? Why didn’t
Laski, in his recent ‘visit to Moscow. inform
Stalin that his Foreigh Minister is so difficult? Or
doesn’t Laski make as glaring an ass of himself
in the Kremlin as in the pages of The Nation?
How then shall we solve this difficult. probleni?
Laski concludes his “psycho-political study” by
urging that “the Russian government meeds very
badly to humanize its Foreign Office and its diplo-
matic services. If every Russian ambasgsador

‘abroad treated the citizens of the country to which -

ke js accredited awith the wisdom and good-humor
with which Stalin treats his visitors, the legend

V4 “
PROFESSOR H. LASKiI OFFERS
DEFINITION OF DEMOCRACY

“1 think myself that mutual understanding would
be helped if Russiah statesmen said plainly that
the internationdl situation is not yet compatible
with political democracy within Russia, instead of
insisting that their political system is more genuine-
ly démocratic than that of any other country. It
is ‘of ‘real importance, in ‘this matter, to be honest.
I think Russia has achieved ‘a remarkable social de-
mocracy; it has gone, in my judgment, farther to-
ward an effective demoracy in the realm of eco-
nomic life than any other country | have seen. Biit
on the ‘political plane there Is no right of oppasi-
tion; hostill¥y to the policies of the one-party state
brings very quickly the formidable charge of trea-
sonable conspiracy. No writ of habeas corpus is
honored. There cdn be drrest, internment, ‘and ‘exile
without trial; & mdn may be Imprisoned or executed
without éven his wife lnoivihi; the offense with
which he is charged, or the evidence brought
ugollwl- him, or whether he is alive or dead. The
setret pelide rémain dn imperium in imperio, reach-
ing 'long Bnger‘s info the control of every dspect of
national fife." _

HAROLD LASKI,
The Nation, Mdrch 1, 1947

- -

would soon pemsk that the Russians are a stw ‘ange

race, andious ut any cost to deshoy bourgeois
mmhmrwn i

Laski’s- entire * psycho political study” is on
this same incredibly vulgar fishwife level. He does
not even try to state what kind of society he be-
lieves Russia to be, what its role in current world
politics is. Instead, he engages in a farcical sort
of psychology a la Dale Carnepie: “The new Riis-

sia s not sure of ztse!f It is looking for insults. It .

is afraid that someone may forget it has come of
age. That leads it to throw its weight about and
to be difficult and irritating in negotiation.”

Perhaps then the real solution is to send Molo-
tov to a psychiatrist if Stalin fails to heed Laski’s
advice to ‘set up finishing schools for his diplo-
mats?

Enough of this tomfﬁolery Were Laski merely
a -political nitwit — he is that too, of course—
he would be harinless. But together with his
advice 'on manners and his psychological ‘pundit-
ing, he presents rather slick apologeétics for Stalin-
ism, He tries fo make the Aniéricin reader sym-

pathetic to the current Russian impeiialism by
eltmg the record of intervention by capitalist pow-
ers in the early years of the Russian revolution;
but he does not indicate that this intervention was
directed against the revolutionary workers state
of Lenin rather than the present bureaucrahc dic-
tatorship of Stalin. And he attempts to justify
Russian imperialisin by citing imperialist acts of
the U. S. and Britain—that most depraved and
cynical suggestion that the oppressive m:lpenahsm
of the western capitalist powers provides in any
way Ju‘;tlﬁcatlon for the imperialism of Stalinist’
Russia!

It is precisely those like Laski, who, permitting
themselves ‘an occasional ecriticism of Stalinism
are its most effective apologists, Read, for in-
stanhce, his central pamgraph which is reprinted
in a box in this article. Here ‘we have a fraiik ad-
mission that Russia is a 'political dietatorship and
a full list of the facts to prove it. But simultane-
ously Laski (like his counterpart ir: American
Muddleheadness, Henry Wallace) writes that
Stalinist Russia “has achieved @ remarkable sdcinl
démocracy; it has gone farther toward an éfféc-
‘tive démocracy in the realm of economic life than
any ‘'other country I have seen.”

This sort of nonsense is at present very popu-
lar: “admitted that Russia is_a political dictator-
ship, still isn’t there economic democracy?” Yet
neither Laski wor Wallace tell us how iteis possible
to have economic democraey in a political dictator-
ship. Let us réduce the matter to its simplest de-
nominator. Suppose a worker in a Russian factory
is dissatisfiéd with soniéthing. Can he stnke? Can
he vote for opposition pa1ttes7 Can he organme a
party of His' bwn or publish a paper urging the re-
moval of the state leadership?

I think it is obvious, or should be, that écononiic
dcmocracy is 'impossible without political democ-
racy; just as, in turn political démocracy cannot
be conmpléte without economie démoeracy. The sep-
aration created by Laski and Wallace is ‘a non-
sensical absurdity intended to fool those who know
Stahmsm is a monstrous police dictatorship but

. who are not as familiar with the workings of this

dictatorship in ‘the ¢conomic reslm.

; ‘But that is’a great lesson of our time: life un-
der capitalism téaches us that political democracy
can reach fruition only when the economi¢ démoc-
racy of socialism is achieved; and life under Stal-
inism teaches us that without political democracy,
the necessary step of state ownership of industry
is also not enough.

Laski, because he does have a réputation for
being a socialist theoretician, ‘does “infinitely
greatér service to Stalinism than its undisguised

dpalogists. That 'his article proves ‘dhcé more that

he has no legitimate title to the proud calhng of
socialist theoretician does not ieSsen his service 'to
Stalin, Despots never hesxtate to utilize foola,

Wworking arranrement bsiween Brit-
ain'on the one han., a.ud the conserv-
‘ative, -pro- capitalist and landlord
elements in India itself. The purpose
of 'this agu.ement would be to enable
Eritish lihpenahsm to remain, in In-
‘dia, although in a modified way, and’
to continue ‘to exploit the country in
partnership with the Moslem League
and ‘the Congress Party.

These efforts have, to this ‘point,
failed ‘becduse of the insistence of the
Mosletn ‘League upon fulfilling its de-

mand for the creation of an independ-
elli' 'Moslem state within greatér India.
Now the-British, in'a rapidly deferib-
rating situation both in India and Eng-
land itself, have issued what amounts
to an ultimatum. They lope to force
the Hindu and Moslem leaderships to
come to terms and then proceed to
declare a three-cornered ‘partnership,
including the British.

Within India itself, the annoufice-
ment has had mixed reactions. The
Congress Party has welcomed it, and
its. leadér Nehru has indicateéd his.
willingness to approach the Moslem
League for fresh discussions ‘and
possible compromise. The Moslem
leaders have blustered about ecivil
war between Moslem and Hinduy,
have denounced the former British
proposal as “dead and incapable of
revival,”  but have also indicated
their readiness to discuss with the
Congress Party. A new round in In-
dia’s interminable “deals” and nego-
tiations is about to resume.

As a prelude to this, the Moslem

League has created communal dis-
turbances in widespread areas of the
country, ‘particularly the important
Punjab province. The atmosphere is
tense again, and relations between
Hindus and. Moslems, stimulated by
reactionaries on both stdes, have de-
teriorated consider ably. It is impos-
sible to predict whether the Congress
and Moslem League can come. to
ter ms,
eertainly exists. THis would miean
that British strategy had worked
out, 80 far as the conservative forces
in Imha were concerned.

But what ‘about the people—the
400 millions?

Would a British withdrawal in
1948 mean independence and . free-
dom for them? To begin with, it is
questiondble what the British pre-
cisely mean by a withdrawal from
India. In, the House of Lords, when.
under attack by the Conservative
Party, the Labor Government de-
clared it hoped to retain a major
share in the “defense” of an inde-
pendent India! That hardly smacks
of independence. Viscount Jowitt
said, “the continued security of India
would be a matter of great interest
to the British Commonwealth.” Fur-
thermore, Britain would be “natural-.
ly very willing to enter into discus-
sions with India as to mutual assist-
ance in matters of external defense.”
And, most importart of all is the fact
that ‘the present British plan pro-
vides that India cannot become free
until its prowsldnal government has

‘although such a possibility

signed a satlsfaetory treaty with:
England. There is, thus, still a long -

road to the pomt where it can be gaid
that India is a free, sovereign, mde—
pendent power.

Nor has, ﬂw ‘exact content of what :

the British ‘medn - 'by "withdrawal"
been made plain or clear. Wiihdrqwal_.

‘of flieir troops and ‘armed forces?

When? Withdrawal of all English ad-
ministrators, officials and bureau-
‘cFafs? Or only the lesser enes? With.
‘drawal ‘of British capitalists [and
_their capitall; British plantafion own-
ers, etc.? In other words, the expro-
priatidn of “all Ilriﬂ’ﬂl capitql favest-
ments, the ending of British ownership
rights, etc.? Not one ‘of these matfers
has been touched upon, Yet these. are
the real issues involvéd in India’s ‘fn-
dependence . ﬁghh——who shall ‘own,
control and benefit from the jndus-
tries, resources and wealth of the.
country — the . British lnipal'!dlms

along with their new junior ipartners
of the Congress Party and Mosiem
‘League; or the hundreds of millions of.
workers ‘and ‘peasants,

Tndia hds hot yet won its freedom,
nor will British.retreat and conces-
sions (both of which are clearly indi-
cated and guaranteéd in the situa-
tion) necessarily mean this. Between
the old régime of open Jmpemahsm
and a new workers’ and peasants’
free India stands the native capital-
ist -and landlord ‘class of that coun-
try. It will come to terms with im-
perialism long before it will deal
with its own nationals.

A French Socialist Asks Help
For Europe’s Hungry People!

' The letter we are printing here tells its own unfortungte story in more
pressing dnd acute terms than we possibly could. It was wrlﬂen by a Frem:h
woman, a socialist comrdade in Paris. Similar letters come regulcrly to he
LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN ‘RELIEF::SERVICE. Above all; from Germdny we
receive the most urgent requests; the most appealing doscrnpfions of the cold,
hunger and misery that exists everywbe.re—a sifuation greatly euhaaced by
the rigors of Europe’s most severe wintér ‘in ‘décades.

The response, until now, to ‘the ‘appeals of cur LABOR ACTION. EUROI’EAH

RELIEF SERVICE, has been grafifying.

A considerable number of food and

clothing packages have been sent out: and about 10 families have volunteered

to regularly assist families in Europe..

BUT IT HAS NOT BEEN SUFnclEu'r.

Despite reports to the’ cuiﬂ-r‘ury. general conditions have nof improved to fhe
iextent to which ‘aid can be lessened or dropped. Let anyone who thinks this
read the letter of this French woman. We still want volunteers. to take on
European families with fhe idea of regulnrly qsais-ﬁng ‘them.

LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF ssavlc’s

Paris, Jan, 27, 1947

Dear Friends:

' Right® now it is ‘very cold, the
streets are covered with’ smow, and
coal is very scarce: we ‘are entitled
to one-third of a ton of coal for a
household of three people and it is
very difficult to get. - - !

The snowy days alarm us for an-
*vther reason: we are entitled to have
our shoes resoled only once a year,
s0 you can imagine how much we
fear the snow and rain, since ‘we are,
likewise, allowed to buy only one
pair of shoes per year. )

I ‘may seem to be recounting a
very somber story to you but I
%ould like you to understand under
what conditions we have to live and
what problems are presented to us
daily.

In the fobd field an equally black --

picture has to be expected: if you
do not know what our “rations” are,
here is the list:

Bread: .66 pounds per day.

Sugar: .11 pounds per month.

Coffee: .026 pnunds per month and

,for mionths we haven’t ‘réceived
even a graln ‘of ‘coffee.

Fats. a total of 1.32 pounds per
'th 44 pounds of butter, .44
pounds’ of ‘margarine and .44

poinds of lard per MONTH. '
Preserves: 1.1 pounds per YEAR.
‘Wine: 3.3-44 quarts a MONTH.

Méat pastes: around 2.2 pourls per
month in wintgr, nothing at all

l.l'l summer

All these rations are for one per-

son.

Theré is no milk or chocolate at

all.

Flour is given only for ‘bread cou-

pons.

Oranges: 2.2 pounds per year.
Rice: No distribution.

As to soap: 1 small bar of toilet

. soap QUARTERLY and .11 pounds of
laundry soap per MONTH, besides a
package of soap powder per month.

I believe that is about all. Meéa

is unrationed at a price that per-
mits us fo eat it only once a week,
when there is any; for the butcher
shops have been closed for three
‘weeks for lack of meat, We live al-

most exclusively. on meat paste and
potatoes, alternating with noddles.

The situation from the point of
= view of hedlth is very 'sericus and
tuberculosis cases are unfortunately
more and more frequent.

In the realm of clothing there are
other troubles: prices are absolutely
prohibitive. The price of a coat in
1945 is the same as that of a small
car in 1939; moreover, all articles of
clothing are rationeéd,” which does
not permit us to buy more than one
dress and a little underclothing per
year. If you want a coat you have
to wait until the next year. As to
household linen, the situation is tra-

-gle: a pair of sheets costs half the -

monthly salar}r of a stenographer,
and it is impossible to buy them
without giving up buying fhe “year-
ly dress.”

If you break a dish you know that
you cannot replace it, nor your dish

: pan if it gets a hole in it. Only the

“young married coluples” receive
the certificates. permitting them to
equip their kitchen and modestly il
their cupboards.

And most especia]ly don‘t have
‘babjes. For if you have the stréngtn

to finish your pregnancy the qués- -

tion of layette and of necessary
clothlng will make you pass sleep-
less “nights,* and I do not speak ‘ot
blankets and of the mdisﬂensablu
warmth a baby needs.

I'll stop for a believe I've said
e\?erythmg on this subject. Moreover,
1 avoid speaking with other friends
about it. It is a subject Iwhlch is ta-
boo, one which is sufficierit to de-
moralize us for a couple of hours.
You will rarely hear the French
talk about such grave questions
among themselves. They know too
well how terrible they are, for all
of them and their children,

_ I thank you again for what you
have been so completely kind as to
send me.

Comradely,

R. D.

Working Class Family?

and labor fighters?

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1; New York.

ages per month,

Naie

t

Island City 1, N, Y.

Wil | yon underluke to send ‘Food Packages reguldrly fo a Eurbpun

Will you support LABOR ACTION in its campdigh o bring help in ‘the
form of food and clothing to families of European soclalists, anti-Na#i |

If ‘you ¢an 'give ‘us this ﬂlpllbﬂ' plouse fill out the form below imme-
diufely ‘and refirn fo LABOR ACTION. We will supply you with ull the
‘nécessary assistance, information and help.

LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN - RELIEF ‘SERVICE

I am ready to help a Européan family during ‘the coming months. |
Please send me.a family address, together with information and mail- .
ing instruetions. I will send............
at a cost of $10.00 per package, Or......cccvvererurnes individual food pack-

............ .CARE packages per month;

®
NOTE: For those too occupied to atténd to the details‘of ‘mailing
packages, LABOR ACTION EUROPEAN RELIEF SERVICE oﬂ’ers !
to take care of all details involved by sending CARE ‘packages ($10.00

edch), food packages, clothing offers, ete. Please send iis contributions
ahd we ‘will utilize them for ‘these ‘purposes, sending you 'dll details.

Send contributiohs to: LABOR ACTION, 4 Court Square, Long .
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HENRY JUDD

- On Truman and Bevin Again

Several months ago, in commenting on
British Foreign Minister Bevin’s despica-
ble attack on the Jewish people at the
Labor Party conference in Bournemouth,
we.-noted that the hypocrisy of the United
States government -matched Bevin's re-
volting policy. At that time Bevin charged
that the United States government wanted
Britain to permit the Jews to enter Pal-
estine because it “did not want too many
of them in New York.” Last week Bevin
delivered himself of another of his
speeches on the Palestine issue which reek
of the depravity of Briitsh imperialism.

As in the first case, we must not be
blinded by our indignation at the specta-
cle of a man who presumes to speak in

the name of British labor, parrotting im-

perialist viciousness, into overlooking the
- evidence he presents of the depravity of
U. 8. imperialism.

If Bevin can get away with some of his

statements it is only because they have
this much truth in them—that what they
say of Truman’s policies is accurate. Bev-
in specifically slapped Truman for having
“spoiled” British negotiations on Pales-
tine last fall by issuing a statement dur-
ing the Congressional campaign, on the
eve of the Jewish Day of Atonement, call-
ing ‘for admission of 100,000 Jews into
Palestine. He begged James F. Byrnes,
then Secretary of State, said Bevin to the
House of Commons, “that the statement
should not be issued, but I was told that
if it was not issued by Mr. Truman a com-

petitive statement would be issued by Mr..

Dewey.” (Dewey did in fact issue such a
statement on October 6, two days after
Truman.) B
None of this is, of course, a justification
of Bevin’s role. It does not justify Brit-
ain’s refusal to admit these 100,000 Jews.
But it does make a telling point about im-
perialist practices in general. “I cannot,”
said Bevin, “settle things if my problem
is to be made the subject of local elec-
tions.” Equally one might say, the Jew-
' ish people can, gain nothing from being
made a campaign convenience of the Dem-
ocratic or Republican Parties! Neither

Truman® nor ' Dewey has proposed to do

anything concrete about the terrible plight
of Europe’s Jewish population. They will
use it to advance U. S. imperialist inter-
ests in the Middle East. They will use it
as campaign fodder, something to snare
votes on Election Day. But they will NOT
themselves initiate the essential step of
opening the doors of the UNITED
STATES to immigration: |

And, as socialists in the United States,
that is where our principal concern lies.
Bevin behaves the way he does, not be-

_cause he is an anti-Semite, but because he

is the agent of the British government in
trying to salvage what remains of the
sorely pressed British Empire. We de-
mand, as we think the socialists of Great
Britain should demand, that immigration
to Palestine be opened without restric-
tion. As socialists, we uphold the right

‘of any person or people to migrate from

and to ANY country. But wé cannot seri-
ously ‘advocate the right of the Jewish
people to enter Palestine if we do ‘not
FIRST advocate their right to enter THIS
COUNTRY. ;

It suits the policy of American imperi-
alism io prassure British imperialism to
open the doors of Izlesiine to 100,000
Jews. But the quotas for admission to
this country are so disgustingly low as
to mean virtually nothing to those Jews
who wish desperately to escape extinction
by emigrating to the United States. The

“immediate “iSsue at stake is the right®of

the Jews to enter Palestine, and to protest
the barbed wire and martial law- which
hem in the Jewish Palestinian population.
We cannot, however, seriously protest
British policy unless we simultaneously
raise a hue and cry HERE over United
States policy ! The Jews are not a football
to be kicked around for imperialist or lo-
cal political ends. They are the victims of
pogroms and starvation who seek imme-
diate alleviation of their problem. To' de-
mand free immigration into the United
States is then our first duty.. It is the
proper answer to Bevin. It is the proper
answer to the machinations of U. S. im-
perialism. Open the doors'of the United
States!

A Trifle of 5 Billion Dollars

We'll bet you've never heard of the
Latin phrase “de minimis non curat lex.”
Neither did we until last week, to tell the
truth. .

Rut now it looks as if we’ll have to bone
up in our Latin, because that little phrase
may be the legal excuse (not the real rea-
son, of course, but only the legal excuse)
to deprive the workers of this country of
$5,000,000 which it seemed they might win
in portal-to-portal suits.

That phrase “de minimis non curat lex”
means “the law cares not for small things.”
That is, the courts refuse to concern them-
selves with little trifles. On the basis of this
pretext, Judge Frank A. Picard reversed
his now famous decision on portal-to-por-
tal pay. ‘

Worried because his ruling had resulted
in a flood of law suits by unions, which
totalled over $5,000,000, Judge Picard de-
cided that portal-to-portal pay was unnec-
essary because the overtime pay claimed
by the Mount Clemens Pottery workers
(who launched the original portal-to-portal
suit) amounted to a mere 14 minutes per

~ day. These 14 minutes were described by
Judge Picard as ‘“narrow, picayunish,
meager.” Even if it came to 25 minutes a

1 day, he said, it would be a mere “trifle.”

But if it is merely a trifle, then why not
pay' it? Why did Big Business scream its_
head off about the portal-to-portal suits?
Why are Big Business’ Congressmen pre-
paring legislation at this moment to out-
law portal-to-portal suits? Because they’re
a trifle? Nuts! The portal-to-portal suits
came to $5,000,000; is that a “trifle?”

~

These “trifles” when added up over the
years amount to a nice sizable chunk for
the average worker—perhaps enough to
get himself a suit or buy a dress;for his
wife. And that isn’t a trifle; not by a long
shot! :

This flimsy pretext which Judge Picard
discovered as a means of throwing the

portal suit out of court is an outrageous

piece of sophistry which serves only to
help capitalism. .

And that has always been the historic
function of the American courts: to help
Big Business and to preserve its economic
system. From strike-breaking injunctions
to “de minimis non curat lex” it adds up
to the same thing: the courts. help Big
Business and are the enemies of labor. In
this respect, the courts merely reflect the

general purpose of the entire government.

Well Informed Source,

Close to God, ’
Issues Statement

William F. Russell, dean of teachers’ col-
. lege, Columbia University, sounds off opn
Russia in his annual report: “They should
know that God has blessed America; that
human aspirations for thousands of years
have come to fruition in the system handed
down to us....” -
: New York Times, Feb. 20, 1947

The Fruition L

“PICKENS, 8. C., Feb, 17—AP—A band of
armed men early today removed.a Negro
prisoner, Willie Earl, 25 of Greenville, from
the Pickens County jail. An hour and a half
later his stabbed and shot-pierced body was
found on a road in Greenville County.”

Pacific, Atlantic—A Big Deal?

On February 25, 1947, Stalinist Russia handed a.
diplomatic note to the U. S. government announcing' its
agreement with the idea that the 'U. S. take over sole
trusteeship of those Pacific islands wrested from Japan
in the war.

These islands number over 600 and were mandated
to Japan by the League of Natjons after the First
World War. They are now in fact controlled by U. 8.
military forces.

After the Second World War was over, the U. 8.
government announced, through President Truman, that
it insisted on maintaining domination over these islands, |
for the ostensible purpose of maintaining its “security.”

~Actually, the islands are essential stepping stones in the

I_(mg chain of Pacific areas controlled by U, S. imperial-
ism.

For a time, both Great ‘Britain and Stalinist Russia
challenged this U. 8. claim, insisting that the Pacific
islands be subject to either joint-power control or
United Nations trusteeship! Now, with Russian acqui-
escence to the U. 8. rule, the British are left out in the
cold and will undoubtedly have to agree. They have too
many other worries anyway. 4y

MOTIVATIONS "UNDERSCORE PIRATE'S OUTLOOK

What is interesting in the Russian statement is the
motivation it offers. It declares that since the U. 8. did
most of the fighting in the Pacific and made the heaviest
sacrifices; it deserves to retain control of the conquered
islands. Is it necessary to underline the cynicism and
reactionary political motivation:of this declaration? For
what the Russians are saying is simply that whichever
power exerts most effort and sacrifices more of its men,
deserves to keep most of the booty. This is the outlook,
not of a socialist ‘state, but of a frank pirate.. (“You
did most of the work in getting the swag, so it’s only
right for you to keep most of it, ain’t it?")

The unexpected Russian d@nnouncement seemed to
have caught Washington by surprise and when Secre-
tary of State Marshall announced the note, he refused
to offer any comment. Byt his silence has not prevented
commentators from speculating on the meaning of the
Russian note. What they agree to and what seems ob-
vious enough is this: il

At the forthcoming meeting of foreign ministers in
Moscow, the Russians will say: “We agreed that you

"

people should keep the islands in the Pacific because you
bore the brunt of the fighting there. But we insist on
keeping the areas of Eastern Europe, since we did the
bulk of the fighting in Europe. Gentleman’s, agreementy

you know. We weren’t hogs in the Pacific and you fel-'"

lows shouldn’t be hogs in Europe.” RE
To make this more specific, James Reston, political

analyst of the New Ydrk.Tffnés}""Wi‘it\hs on F.ebruai‘}""-26'."

that there are two possible motivations:

“First, that the Soviet Union might be able to use
the concession on the Pacific islands as a bargaining
weapon in the still unsettled questjon of who gets a
trusteeship over the former Italian colony of Tripoli-
tania, on the south shore of the Mediterranean; and

“Second, that the move in support of .the United
States proposal might be part of the Soviet Union’s re-
cent campaign to split the United States away from
Great Britain.” _ T

L ]

What is remarkable in the whole business, however,

is that it is taken for granted by all “the high contract- .

ing parties”—excuse us, that’s a fancy name for im-
perialist robbers—that the islands must be dominated
by one or another of the major imperialist nations just
as Tripolitania in Africa and the smaller east European

_ nations must be dominated by one or another of the

big imperialist powers. Stalinist Russia plays right
along with capitalist America in the old imperialist
hit-and-run. 4

WAS THERE AN ADYANCE DEAL? .

One posgibility has been ignored in' the journalistic
speculations on this matter. That the Russians are mak-
ing their statement because they think it might help
them in the coming negotiations on European boun-
daries is a strong possibility. But it is also possible
that some deal has already been cooked up, that the
Russian statement in support of U. 8. domination in the
Pacific will be followed by a U. 8. recognition, in
actuality if not in name, of Russian sovereignty in
eastern Europe. Stranger things have happened.

In any case, regardless of which speculation one
accepts, what is incontrovertible and significant is that
Stalinist Russia plays right along in ‘the imperialist
division of the world; that it together with the capital-
ist powers, ignores the interests' and desires- of the
masses of colonial and subjugated areas and agrees
that only their imperialist masters may have anything
to say about-their fates.

FRENCH TROTSKYISTS WIN

DAMAGES FROM STALINISTS
The Stalinists in Francé continue
“to contribute financial support totHe
Trotskyists in the form of damages
in libel suits. In the latest suit,Alain
Signor, member of the (flent,ral’5 om-
 mittee of the French Commy

ist- .
“Party, and two other S‘t‘a%ﬁgg i’

the Brest area, were found guilty of

libel against Alain Le Demjrlocal

Trotskyist leader. The, Stalinists
were assessed fines, and in addition
forced to pay damages and expenses
to the suitors. Court action was re-
sorted to only after the Stalinists

had refused a proposal to 'submit_ the

whole question to a workers jury of
honor.

What the Stalinists find hardest to
swallow is their legal compulsion to
print the court’s verdict in full in

WHEN BOYHOOD DREAMS COME
TRUE, by James T. Farrell. Van-
quard Press. $2.75

Reviewed by N. JOHNSTONE

This latest collection of short
stories bears the Farrell stamp and
is in’ the same style for which the
author has become noted. Here is life
neither exaggerated  nor polished;
and for this reason the literary
world is. content to generally pass
it by. Needless to say they can-
not make it balance, and they wonder
why a man of his apparent talent
and ability wastes his time in depict-
ing life as it really is when he could
be wWriting best sellers with a little
ingenuity and‘a more flexible code of
morals. :

Samuel Lord, whose first novel, a
story of the torment of a dipse-
maniae, finds himself famous, and is
being tendered a cocktail party by
the literati of New York City in the
rooms of one of the ultra-smart ho-
tels. As the party progresses the
guests become less and less capable
of controlling themselves and after
an entire afternoon of drinking-!_md
saluting the new genius, the Genius,
Sam Lord, sneaks out and finds his
way to his penthouse where he is left

.

reflecting to what extent if any, his

contribution will do toward awaken-

ing his readers to the evils and ex-.
cesses of drink. (THE POWER OF -

LITERATURE.)

Willie Collins is a shadow or per-
haps a reincarnation of the ubiqui-
tous employee that runs through
Farrell’s stories. Like most of his
predecessors Willie works for the ex-
press company., (WILLIE CQL~
LINS.) He is wandering the strf:ets
of Chicago on his lunch hour .d_r‘mk-
ing in the sights and wondering at
the magnitude and brutal” magnifi-

rauectioneer,

their local paper. The court’s judg-
ment includes a summary of the lead-
ing testimony which tells the story
of Comrade Le Dem’s heroic activity
in the underground movement
against the Nazis. Furthermore, to
insure the widest publicity for the
verdict in the case, the court’s judg-
ent’requires its publication alsoiin
the local Socialist paper. Undoubted-
ly it will become more and more dif-

. ficult to get the Stalinists to make

openly their despicable charges of
Hitlerism against our comrades. The
record during the war years is too

clear for all to see. I

VIET NAMESE CONTRIBUTE
TO LA VERITE SUPPORT

A heartening feature in Verite,
our French comrades’ paper, is the
strong support that it receives from
the 25,000 Viet Namese soldiers and

cence of the city. Coming upon a
jewelry store where an auction is go-
ing on, he is held in the crowd by his
curiosity. Farrell has treated this
episode very well, for anyone who
has stood half willingly, half apolo-

getically in a crowd being ha-
rangued, intimidated, cajoled, threat-
ened and insulted by a loquacious
relives his experience
once more. He finally buys a- watch
of dubious origin against his “better
judgment, but satisfied after having
bought it that he will impress his un-
derlings at work with his apparent
discrimination and taste.

Later we find him at a meeting
held by members of his church who
are formulating plans for erecting
a parish house for their priest. He is
awed by a personage, Eddie Chance

Now Available!

Labor Ach’én
Book Service

-is pleased to announce
; receipt of:
DANIEL GUERIN'S
just published history
"La Lutte des Classes Sous
_ la Premiére Républiqué”

A two-volume Marxist study of
the class French Revolution, in
the light of the theory of the Per-
manent Revolution, by the author
of “Fascism and Big Business.”
Over 900 pages, in French.
[ - .

Write to:

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Sq., Long Isl, City 1, N.' Y,
for sale price. Limited Edition!
Ask for.our list of available books.

workers in France. Recently, on the
occasion of their native New Year,

called “Tet,” the Viet Namese organ- =

izations all over France sent mes-
sages of support to Verite, the only
French language paper that consist-
ently defends their cause. Every

'week Verite reports long lists of .con-
¢ tributions from'the Viet Namese in:

France. In a way even more signifi-
cant is the listing in the latest Verite
of _a substantial contribution from
Tranh Dau, the Trotskyist paper in
Saigon,  Indo-China, recently sup-
pressed. For this. must be viewed in
the light of the terrible conditions
under which the Trotskyists their
work. Yet they were able to give con-

crete evidence of their international .

solidarity, although compared with
Indo-China the French movement is
privileged. y :
S. BERG.

by name, who puts up five hundred
dollars toward the project. He is
driven home in his limousine, and
despite the fact that the man Js an
operator of poolrooms, speakeasys,
and whorehouses, Willie realizes
what a little fish he is. He has to sat-
isfy himself with regaling his fellow
employees of his ‘acquaintance with
Eddie Chance, and they in turn ridi-
cule him and hold him in contempt
for being as he is.

Another is a story of a family of
poor means. (TWO BROTHERS.)
One brother is an intellectual with a
conscience; who wants to get to know
girls, and goes to his brother who
supplies him with information. The
esthete enjoys listening but is shock-
ed at the depravity of which his
brother is capable. He steals money
from his hardworking mother in or-
der to enjoy sins of the flesh and
finally repents and is copfessed. We
see him as the story ends leaving to
study for priesthood. '

The play; THE MOWBRAY FAM:
ILY is a satire of Park Avenue Stal~
inism, where socialites learn class
consciousness and picket ‘against
Franco Spain and boycott Japanese
imports. The only restriction is that
they don't picket in silk stockings; a
mink coat is perfectly in good taste.
The mistress of the household is a
dupe of a GPU agent, who places his
own spying secretary in the 'employ
of Mrs. Mowbray. The denouement
comes when the agent broadcasts his
prédiction that Russia will never ap-
pease Adolf Hitler. After his speech
an announcer flashes the news that
Ribbentrop -and Molotov -have just
concluded a non-aggression pact. The
household returns to its former pro-
saic activities and everything is
patched up between the wife and her
corporation lawyer husband who
swore anathema on the whole pro-
ceeding.

~
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Over China
PART I

The warfare between the_:Kuom‘intang and the
Stalinists has.been nearly continuous since 1928—
that is,: for nearly twenty years—farving up.and
dying ‘dowf according to the internal necessities
of the nationalist régime, the foreign policy of the
Kremlin, and the economie, political, and military
activity of Japanese and United States imperial-
ism in particular. : .

Following the catastrophic defeat of the Chi-
nese Revolution in 1927, with the accompanying
destruction of the urban prolétarian cadres, the
Stalinists regrouped inland south of the Yangtze.
Chiang Kai-shek conducted a series of operations
against them with the ferocity typical of an ex-
ploiter whose property rights have been infringed
upon. : . i
"For every landlord or 'bourgeois’ killed," says
Owen Iuifimore. "scores of peasants were slaugh-
tered, tortured or burned in thein villages: untold
numbers of peasant girls were sold into brothels
and boys inte bondage." Limited by their isolation
from the city proletariat the peasant armies were
able to conduct only what amounted to large-scale
guerrilla operations.

This phase ended in 1931 with the invasion of
Manchuria. From this period dates the slow acces-
sion of strength by the Stalinists. By pursuing a
poliecy of mild agrarian reform and by calling for

The Wrangle

. a cessation of the civil war and a united front

intervened,

against the Japanese they began to undermine
such spindly support as Chiang Kai-shek pos-
sessed. He continued to press the brutal campaign
against’ the Stalinists; however, and offered no
effective . opposition to increasing Japanese en-
croachments. :

In 1934, impelled by their inability to main-
tain positional warfare against the Kuomintang
and undoubtedly actuated by the necessities of

Russian foreign policy, the peasant armies were .

withdrawn northward in a eruel trek of fantastic
length. New positions in Shensi facing the Japa-
nese were taken up.

JAPANESE CONSOLIDATE GAINS

In 1937 the Japanese opened up large scale
operations. Hankow and Canton fell in 1938.
Though relations between the Stalinists and the
Kuomintang were relatively good during this
period they were able to conduct little more than
delaying operations. Ultimately the Japanese were
able to occupy one-third of the country, including
the prized developed coastal areas. A population
nearly double that of the United States fell under
their control.

The attack on Pearl Harbor permitted the
United States to extend more substantial help
than the previous “unofficial” military aid and
“economic” loans. Costly military operations were
initiated merely to ensure a land route for con-
voys to.carry supplies to the Nationalist forces.
Nearly a billion dollars and an unknown number

.of lives swere consumed building the Ledo ‘road:
Up to V-J Day alone $875,000,000 in. Lend-Lease
material was sent to China, a great portion of it
airborne over “The Hump.” )

Chinese troops were trained and aqﬁlpped by
American personnel. A military mission headed by

General Stilwell' was flown into China to take

charge of military and, in the nature of things, po-
litical operations as well. The Chinese liberation
movement, deformed as it had been under Chiang
Kai-shek, became the almost totally respeonsive tool
of United States imperialism.

The abrupt end of Stilwell’s attempt to ereate
an efficient fighting machine foreshadowed the
Marshall fiasco, An effort by Stilwell in 1944 to
eradicate the “inertia, corruption, inefficiency, and
questionable motives” in the. Kuomintang, and an
attempt to force the lifting of the blockade of the
Stalinist troops, which prevented their receiving
U. S. materiel, led to the recall of Stilwell at
Chiang Kai-shek’s insistence. Chiang Kai-shek
could not risk the arming of the Stalinist troops
who menaced the property rights of his backers.

THE IMPERIALIST LAND RUSH

Following .\ V-J Day the imperialist land rush
began for the territory formerly held by the Japa-
nese. Blackmailed by the fear of Stalinist pene-
tration, the United States flew nearly 500,000
‘Kuomintang troops to sﬁr'ategip areas. For similar
reasons large quantitles of surplus materiel were
turned over to the Kuomintang by the United
States. The Kuomintang occupied the main east-
ern and northern cities such as Shanghai, Nan-
king, Tientsin, Tsingtao, and parts of the country-
side. The Stalinists took over large rural areas
from the Yangtze river north, including such
cities as Kalgan, Chengteh, Huaiyin, and Harbin.

Before the news could be assimilated that the
war which had begurn fourteen years before in
Manchuria had ended, the prostrate country was
subjected once 'again to civil war between the

v Stalinists and the Kuomintang.

Supfarim_pqsed upon this was a catastrophic
economic erisis.
_ Transportation, vitally necessary for the de-
hvel:y of food in a country where hunger is en-
demie, was in chaos. Railroad lines existed in seg-
ments, ties having been used for fuel and rails
for‘scrap iron. During the war eighty per cent of
*coastal and river craft had disappeared. Food and
other commodities piled up in seaports and could
not be distributed. 2
Food production had dropped off drastically.
Severe requisitioning by the Japgnese and the
Kuomintang, the destruction of the war itself , the
blowing of the Yellow river dikes, which alone
fiooded_ two million acres of the most fertile land
in the country, the lack of “seeds, fertilizers, live-
sf.ock, veterinary supplids, insecticides and fungi-
cides, farm implements and machinery, and equip-

* ment for the rehabilitation of flooded areas, fish-

gries and r]u'al industries”—all contributed to an
lntel:né'll crisis which Chiang Kai-shek was both
unwilling and unable to solve. .

Nine million people had died in the war, and
countless millions of others had starved to death or
had been wounded. Some 50,000,000 displaced Chi-
nese who had fied from the coastal areas had to be
relocated. Some 40,000,000 more rooms for dwell-
ings had to be created.

Foreign trade had come to a standstill. Indus-
tr;_z was crippled: ninety per cent of China’s ma-
chine and light metal plants had been lost in the
war and seventy per cent of the capacity of her
coal, electric power, and iron and steel plants.

A_n inflation which had begun in 1938 wag
shapm_g up into an economiec tornado.

This was the condition of China whén Marshall
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By ERNEST ERBER

Out of all the anti-labor bills in-
troduced 1n the present Republican-
controlled Congress, the one given
the green light for speediest action
is Senator Ball’s bill to outlaw the
_closed shop. ’

It is not as yet entirely clear what
considerations of strategy led the
Republican chiefs to choose the
closed shop as the first target in
their anti-labor offensive. Doubtless,
however, one of the reasons is the
tremendous opportunity for dema-
gogy which the closed shop issue per-
‘mits the reactionaries. From con-
stant defenders of the rights of
stockholders and property owners,
the Republicans suddenly emerge as
the champions of the “right to work.”

(The last:'Republican Congress,
under Hoover in 1938, had precious
little to say about the . “right to
work” of some twelve million unem-
ployed!)

The propaganda about the “right
to work” makes a deep impression
upon middle class people, especially
small employers, business men, farm-
ers with hired help, ete. The “little
man,” himself a victim of the mighty
capitalist monopolies, lends a ready
ear to Republican spellbinders who
launch forth about the ‘“‘undemo-
cratic’” and “tyrannous” character of
the closed shop, above all when they
wring the last drop of emotion out
of the appeal on behalf of the “in-
dividual worker who is crushed be-:
tween the forces of capital and the
forces of organized labor.” The small
employer who responds to this line of
propaganda envisions himself as a
crusader on behalf of “freedom” and
“democracy.”

We have no basis for doubting his
devotion to “freedom” and “democ-
racy.” We are forced, however, to
observe that there must be more than
one concept of “freedom” and “de-
mocracy” since the union man who
fights to defend the closed shop is
equally convinced that his is a strug-
gle on behalf of “freedom” and “de-
mocracy.”

CLASS CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY

This - controversy over the closed
shop, if carefully followed and intel-
ligently understood, lays bare what
Marxists refer to as the class con-
cept of democracy. It reveals the ba-
sic conflict between the-fullest ex-
pression of the ideals of freedom and
democracy and the economic inter-
ests of the capitalist class. It proves
that freedom and democracy in the
freest and most democratic of capi-
talist nations can only operate in a
restricted, hemmed-in and ecrippled
manner; that it must conform ‘to the
economic interests of the dominant
class and must be shaped by their
needs. That is why Marxists refer to
it as capitalist democracy (or bour-
geois democracy).

It is permitted to operate in a
meeting hall or- a polling place on
election day, but it is not permitted
to be carried into a plant and applied
to the foundations of social existence,
the planning, control and management
of production. In the latter sphere,
the capitalist is an absclute monarch,
Here "freedom" and "democracy" are

" viewed as the very enemies of civiliza-

tion and the fuehrer-prinzip (principle
of the leader), the hierarchy of super-
intendents, assistant superinhndonfﬁ.
foremen, and sub-foremen, all ap-
pointed and commanded from the top
down and all other concepts of dicta-
torial organization are extolled as the
very fountainhead of wisdom.

A few years ago, Cecil de Mille,
millionaire movie magnate who has
recently had his hands full in Holly-
wood defending the “sacred rights of
management” against his striking
employees, appeared before a Senate
committee tg testify on behalf of the
‘Ball bill. Following his fervent ap-
peals for legislation to outlaw -the
closed shop, he proceeded to New
York wherc he delivered the main
address to‘the public school children
in a commemoration of the Bill of
Rights. He advised the children to
hold our liberties as a sacred trust,
above all else. He said that the key
to the superiority of our ' political
system lay in one word, freedom. He
told them that their -fathers could
publicly say what they think of any
government official and go to bed
without fear that a knock at the door,
means the secret police coming to
take them away. But de Mille’s pas-
sionate oratory on behalf of “free-
dom” reached its highest pitch when
he proclaimed, in a thinly-disguised
reference ‘to the closed shop, that it
was 'the right of every man to work
when, how and where he sees fit,
without interference or coercion.

THE CAPITALIST VIEW OF FREEDOM

If we are to assume that de Mille’s
defense of “freedom” and ‘“‘democ-
racy” is mot compounded of pure
eynicism -we have here a typical ex-
ample of how the most liberal of cap-
italists see the issue of “freedom”
and “democracy” solely through the
windows of their class whenever
these concepts touch uponlthe basic
economic questions, which, of course,
are the fundamental questions of our
day and the ones around which the
class struggle revolves. 4

We have no doubt that de Mille is

sincerely glad, that he.does not live..

in a country ruled by the secret po-
lice. Nor need we assume that he
fears only a GPU. Like most German
capitalists, the average American
capitalist has no special longing for
life under a Gestapo, either. The ex-
periences of a capitalist like de Mille,
who has been confronted by a mili-
tant union organization seeking to
win a little economic freedom and
democracy . for. its members, have
bred a fear of the business agent, the
walking delegate and the union or-
ganizer that equals, if it does not
eclipse, his fear of the secret polive
of the totalitarian state. .

"Liberty" and "“democracy" are fine
concepts to de Mille which he would
not only like to enjoy himself but is
willing to extend to every one. But
when his employees give expression
to their devotion to these fine con-
cepts by organizing to establish some
democratic control over such impor-
tant economic questions as hiring and
firing, these fine concepts suddenly
lose all appeal for de Mille and he
sees in them only the "tyranny of or-
ganized labor" and the "coercion of
the minority by the majority."

Two Concépﬂ'ons of Democracy
Are Tested in Closed Shop Fight

“Freedom” means to de Mille the
“freedom” to run his enterprise as
he sees fit, After all what rights have
the employees to band together and
tell de Mille that he can hire and fire
only with union approval? Is this not
a dictatorial restriction of his “free-
dom”? So it is. As long as we live in
a society divided into classes, as long
as we have exploiters and exploited,
as long as we have those who live by

. owning the means of production and

those who live by operating them, so
long will it be impossible to speak of
“freedom” and ‘“democracy” as if it
meant the same thing to everyone.

A CONFUSING CONCEPT

The concepts of “freedom” and
“democracy” are causing' a‘ lot of
confusion these days. Due to the ex-
ample of Stalinist Russia and to the
incalculable harm done to the con-
cept of Socialism by Stalinist propa-
ganda, a notion has gained currency
which poses the Marxist concept of
democracy in a way that is thorough-
ly alien to the views of the founders
of ‘scientific Socialism., The spokes-
men of capitalism, especially such
ideologists as Hyack, state that the
essence of democracy is political de-
mocracy and that the latter is only
possible as long as there is private
ownership of industry. State owner-
ship of the economy and political de-
mocracy are incompatible according
to their view.

On the other hand, the Stalinists,
and more openly the Stalinist apolo-
gists like Henry Wallaee, state that

‘the essence of the “Russian system”
.is economic democracy. They state

that the essential importance of eco-

nomic democracy makes it possible
to sacrifice political freedom and de-
mocracy. The latter, they say, has
importance only for intellectuals and
such, while the masses want bread
and are consequently interested only
in their participation in economic
life. We will not here argue with
Hyack that political democracy un-
der capitalism gives way to fascism

nor point out in detail that there is

as little economic democracy in Rus-
sia as there is political democracy.
The point we want to make is that
Socialism is impossible if political and
economic democracy are separated.

_There can be no Socialism if one or

the other is absent. Nor is one form
of democracy possible in the long run
without the other. The pernicious con-
cept that the workers state, as the
first step in building the Socialist so-
ciety, marks a curtailment of freedom

.and democracy in favor of something

called "economic democracy” must be
everywhere labelled for what it is—a
Stalinist notion. Socialism will con-
quer through breaking down all bar-
riers which have been erected by cap-
italism against the penetration of
democratic organization into the eco-
nomic life. The nationalization of
economy is not the essence of Social-
ism. It is merely the necessary form
in which democracy in economy finds
its expression. But to express itself in
economy, it must simultaneously exist
politically. !

We will return to this theme in a

later article in which we will exam-

ine in detail the manner in which the
closed shop is related -to the penetra-
tion of economy by the workers’ con-
cept of freedom and-democracy.

‘A Welsh Miner Describes Britain's Goal Crisis:

LABOR -ACTION !

By SUSAN GREEN

The insincere and demagogic ar-
gument of such willing agents of the
National Association of Manufactur-
ers as Senator Joseph Ball, the reac-
tionary newspaperman David Law-
rence, and others busy trying to stir
public opinion against the -closed
shop and other union security clauses
in contracts, are worth a going-over.

One of the most brazen bits of
hypoerisy used by the proponents of
the open shop is that about the “right
to work.” Like the discredited “four
freedoms,” it sounds so good. The
other night on the air Senator Ball
gave out on this point as follows:

“It [the closed shop] turns over to
‘an outside agency, the union, very
often dominated by a militant minor-
ity or even a gingle official, absolute
control over the individual's right
and opportunity to work and earn a
living in his chosen occupation.”

Then there is David Lawrence cru-
sading in a long editorial under the
headline “The Right to Work—Who
Will Protect It?”

The Balls, the Lawrences and, the
NAM want to protect the.American
workers’ “right to work” via the open
shop in the same way, let us say, as
British imperialism brought civiliza-
tion to India, as American capital-
ism brought democracy to .Puerto
Rico, or as today Russia brings lib-
eration to Poland. These bearers of
gifts to the underdog are only look-
ing after their own “right to exploit.”

Ask any worker, organized or un-
organized, if he considers the closed
shop. the great menace to his “right
to work,” and the foolish questioner
will get a horse laugh. Every worker
knows that his job is threatened by
the bosses’ power to lay him off for
one reason or another. The workers
fear depressions, when goods acecum-
ulate in the warehouses and factories
close down.

Let us ask Myr. Lawrence whether,
in the tragie crisis of 1929, he wrote

. under a headline: “We Must Protect

“It’s Just More Work and the

By JOHNNY JONES GWAUN-
CAE-GURWEN

January 1,
miners 'of Great Britain nationaliza-
tion of the mines. On that day a few
weeks ago, the flag of the National
Coal Board, green in color with
“NCB” in red letters in the center,
was to be seen on every pithead.

The flag denoted a change of own-
ership. Yet also on that day the man-
agerial representatives, the same per-
sonnel as before the new régime,
with due ceremony proceeded to all
the pitheads to' address the miners.
With a change of heart bordering on
the miraculous, these managers of
the old hard-boiled school stressed
their desire for the success of the
new venture.

At.the same period, as if in a co-
ordinated effort, the eapitalist news-

papers of the whole country fea-

tured as their “hot news,” the scar-
city of coal, and also published the
closure. of wvarious enterprises be-
cause of lack of fuels

While on “our” side, A. L. Horner,
miners' secretary—a bitter opponent
of capitalist nationalization in the
past—dashed . with haste to South
Wates because of a “No Confidence”
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1947~ broughit “to ‘the”

vote of & delegate conference of
miners of that area'in’' the personnel

of .the adminisft__ré\_f??g"'lj‘ody in charge,

of the region. ' Ii
HORNER'S PROMISES

The spectacle of Mr. Horner mara-
thon-pacing is no surprise. He is now
a staunch believer“in state national-
ization wunder capitalism. In the
[London] Daily Worker of January:
1, 1947, he wrote: '

“All things now become possible.
The future is in our hands. The
Mineworkers’ Charter can speedily
be realized. Wages can be higher,
conditions safer, work less arduous,
compensation raised to level of
wages, these and other reforms can
come about.

“The Coal Board is prohibited
from acting in a manner which may
be contrary to theé 'well-being of the
miners and their families, or be det-
rimental to the, efficient production
of coal our country needs so badly.”

Perhaps Horner can- reply to the
host of “unbelievers” in the coal field.
If he sincerely believes, as he states,
“All things now become possible,”
why is it necessary to pay sych fabu-

~lous salaries to the gentlemen who

comprise the National Coal Board?

NINE MEN—£48,500 SALARIES

As most miners know, these are:

Lord Hydnley, chairman, £8,500
yearly. ; :

Sir Arthur Street, deputy chairman,
£5,000.

Lord Citrine, manpower and wel-
fare, £5,000.

Ebby" Edwards,
£5,000.

Sir Charles Ellis, scientifid, £5,000.

J. C. Grindly, marketing, £5,000.

L. H. Lowe, finance, £5,000.

Sir Charles” Reid, production,
£5,000.

B. Young, production, £5,000.

This question answered would
ease the minds of many miners, ‘who
invariably are told in “tit-bits” on
the radio and in the press that they
(the miners) are earning alarmingly
high wages. These\“high” wages are,

labor relations,

in the majority, in the region of £4
10s. and £5, less deduction, except
for a minority. of pieceworkers who

earn moré, but who lose much time

because of the arduous work, which
makes their average approximate fo
the figures mentioned.

MISGIVINGS '

On the second point—"The fulure
is in our hands"—the miners are wor-
rying, Mr. Horner. They are asking
the question: “What will happen
when the markets of the world are
full to capacity again?” :

A very large section of the miners
realize that under the economics of
capitalism, unemployment will again
occur because of full markets; and
before the “surplus labor catastro-
phe,” that determined action will be
taken on the part of the state ma-
chine against the workers. With just
such unpleasant memories of the past
in their minds, and the nature of the
“change,” such a belief is in accord-
ance with good class sense.

The. miners, or at least a huge sec-
tion, are saying: The future will tell
if the administration will act for the
well-being of the miners and their
families. But the most conservative
miner is thinking about the implica-
tions of the payment of colossal com-
pensation—£ 165,000,000—to the. mine
‘owners, plus £150,000,000 for reor-
ganizafion purposes, as well as the
continuéd employment of hosts of
personnel with huge salaries on va-
rious regional coal boards.

MINERS ARE WORKING HARDER

Yet although there is considerable
criticism, because no alternative
measure has been placed before them

by the miners’ leadership, the min-
ers of the whole country have adopt-
ed a “Go To It" policy, which is
proved by the following figures:

The latest figures show an increase
of 170,000 tons a week with a labor
force of 3,400 fewer employed, com-
pared with last year.

Over the Christmas period, while
the capitalist newspapers .howled

about absenteeism, 1,000,000 more -
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the Right to Work—Let Us Open the
Idle Factories.,” Or will he or Senator
Ball or any of their kind—to protect
the right to work in the coming de-
pression—introduce bills for the
thirty-hour week, for government op-

eration of idle factories, for a guar-

anteed annual wage so that workers
and their families may.eat and pay
rent the year round? These NAM
crusaders of “the right to work” are
the ones who fight most viciously
against those measures which might
help really insure the right to work.

However, these open-shoppers are
not unmindful of the coming depres-
sion. With a large army of unemployed
and union control weakened by anti-
labor laws, what could be a sweeter
set-up for undermining standards of
wages and working conditions of the
whole working population?

To the argument of unionists that
the closed shop is agreed upon be-
tween employer and union under col-
lective bargaining, just as any other
shop condition may be, the union-
busters reply, in the words of David
Lawrence: *“. .. everyone who wasn’t
born yesterday knows that ‘closed
shop’ contracts have rarely been
signed voluntarily. They have been
signed only as a result of a strike
threat or a strike. ‘Closed shop’ con-
. tracts are about as voluntary as the

arrangement between . the hold-up
man and the vietim who hands over
his money at the point of a gun.”
Brushing aside the humor in the
picture of powerful corporations as
poor victims at the point of a gun,
we see here a foot in a mouth, both
belonging to Mr. Lawrence. We must
ask Mr. Lawrence and the others
who claim that closed shop contracts
should be outlawed because employ-
ers do not enter into them voluntar-
ily, to name gain that labor has ac-
quired by the voluntary action of
the employers. Shorter work hours,
higher wages, sanitary conditions,
workmen’s compensation, paid vaca-
tions, every little advance has been

- Senators and Industrialists Begin a Drive
m Against a Basic Right of American Labor

won by labor by “force”—the strike
weapon. Since all these achievements
were forced from the employers or

from the capitalist government by .

labor’s militant struggle, then these
gains should, by Mr. Lawrence’s log-
ic, all be declared illegal by Congress

_just. as he wants the closed shop out-

lawed. Quite a program even for en-
terprising reactionaries!
Mr. Lawrence reveals what’s eat-

ing the open-shoppers. The closed.

shop is a sign of the ability of the
union _to pull a solid strike, It’s this

gun- that labor has fashioned that .

bothers NAM and its spokesmen. The

attack on the closed shop ties in,

neatly with the campaign to bar.

strikes, to disarm labor and to ren- |

der it powerless to back up its de-
mands. ’

Again, we hear the anti-union
boys taunting the unions: “If the ad-
vantages of the organized workers
are so great and if the benefits se-
cured by the unions so outstanding,
why do the unions have to have
closed shop and other union security
clauses in contracts; why do not all
workers voluntarily: join and pay
their dues?” : :

The taunt is misdirected. The biame

is at the door of the capitalist system .

that all workers do not at once em-
brace the ideas and discipline of un-
ionism. Workers' thoughts are shaped
by the "ideals and morals" of the cap-

italist competitive jungle. It takes per-
sistent working class education to.

make workers aware of how the blood
and sweat of militant unionism has
benefited all workers, and of the re-

sponsibilities of each to all and of all

to each. When a worker joins a union

even because of the reqlirements of
the union contract in his shep, it is to
his great advantage. It is an impor-
tant step in breaking away from the
ideology ‘of the ¢apitalists and in be-
coming a progressive, conscious mems
ber of his own class,

Same Conditions’’

tons were produced than in the cor-
repsonding period in 1945, despite
some 4,000 fewer miners employed
in the 1946 period. ;

Yet still there is a clamor- for more
coal, ¢ ]

These production figures show that
despite misgivings about the fabu-
lous salaries and the composition of
the, Coal Board, that the miners are
doing their best to make the Labor
government’s . nationalization plan
work, so that no blame will be at-
tached to them if the project fails.

THE ONLY SOLUTION

The future, unfortunately, will
prove the utter hypocrisy of the na-
tionalization plan under capitalism,

which up to the present has brought ;

‘payment of

no higher wages, no better conditions
nor less arduous work, but on the

contrary. more work and the same -

conditions as of old.

There is only one. road, however
much trade union officials attempt
to argue to the contrary, and that is
the road of revolutionary socialism
which advocates that the miners and
the working class as a whole must
conduct a struggle for workers' con-
trol of the mines, for an end to the
compensation © which
places colossal burdens upon the
miners and workers #8 a whole, and
for the immediate application of the
Miners’ Charter. — Reprinted from
the British Socialist Appeal, Febru-
ary, 1947, &

ference.

report says:

L1

throw of the economic system.

grouping.

graphically strategic value.” |

int rnational Stalinism.

World Stalinist Leaders
Plan Campaign in Colonies

. An important conference of the British Stalinist party and of the: '
British Empire Stalinist parties has just been concluded. Present at-
this conference' were representatives from almost every European
country as well as William Z. Foster, head of the American Stalinists.
The gathering of what is thus virtually an international confer-
ence of the Stalinist parties, despite its ostentatious attempt to deny
any connections with its real rulers in Moscow, has given rise to specu-
lation that a new shift in emphasis of the Stalinist line is in prospect.
As yet, however, no authoritative report has reached us on the con-

At the Congress of the British Stalinists, it was reported by Harry
Pollitt that the British CP had suffered a sharp drop in membership.
The New York Daily Worker of March 3 carries a report that there
was some sort of left-wing minority at the British CP congress. The

“The major amendment to the political resolution of the ewecutive
was put forward by delegates from Hertford. They accused the leader-.
ship (of the British CP—Ed.) of having abandoned the perspective J
of the proletarian revolution and of committing the party to ‘the sup-
port of a government of social traitors who are leading the country to
economic disaster and the victory of reaction.

“*The coal crisis has borne out the fact that it is an expression of
the final crisis of British monopoly capialism, said the mover of the
amendment. ‘We must endeavor to use the economic erisis for the over-

This amendment, reports the New York Daily Worker, was severely
attacked by the British Stalinist leadership, including Harry Pollitt,
its General Secretary, and was overwhelmingly defeated. No other in-
formation-is at present available on the nature of this opposition

A report by C. L. Sulzberger, crack political correspondent of The
New York Times, dated March 2, speculates on the possibility that
what was really held was a secret meeting of the Stalinist parties

. under the guise of an “empire conference.” He remarks that “It would
seem curious if men like William. Z. Foster had come to London merély
* to make brief $peeches as ‘fraterndl delegates.’”

Sulzberger describes the keynote speech at the Empire Stalinist
conference by R. Palme Dutt, a leading Stalinist theoretician. Acecord-
ing to his destription the major emphasis of the Stalinists is to be a
drive to weaken the powerful rivals of their Russian masters—namely
Britain and the U. 8.—by giving support, for their own devious rea-
sons, to movements of colonial liberation directed against British and
U. 8. imperialism. Writes Sulzberger: “One of the most important
aspects of this drive (fo help Stalinist Russia—Ed.) is the effort to
sever the ties of colomies with imperial centers because of their geo-

We print the aliove for the information of our readers without,
however, adding any comment, since it is still too early to test Sulz-
berger’s observations. In any case, one thing is certain: Foster and-
the other Stalinist leaders didn’t go to London merely to make holiday
speeches and something, perhaps a new emphasis in the present line
though probably not a change in the basic line itself, is brewing in

-
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Who

By ‘A. ‘RUDZIENSKI

~Continued from - lds’ \ndkl
Now let us pass to the petty-bour-

geois-reformist group of second r'ank

in the bureaucratic hierarchy of the

“New Poland.” Itd spiritual mother:

is ‘Wasilewska, president of ZPP
(Association of Patriotic Poles in
the. USSR) which was creatéd by
Stalin to prepare the way for the pol-
icy-of conquest in Poland.

Ag’ a writer, Wasilewska -tried to
create an organ with a reputatlon to
fight against the government of
MlkolaJcZyk in London, with which
Stdlin'then still maintained “cordial”
relations: Wasilewska never played
a militant role in the ranks of the
Polish 1abor movement, éven though
Stalinist propaganda tried to pass
her-off as an “important Socialist,”
exploiting the prestige of her father,
a Socialist theoretician.

Wasilewska: fell into disgrace by
preposing aid ‘to Warsaw in 1944, In
addition she tried to explain to Stalin
that togrant the Order of Suvorov to
Geheral Berling  (Suvorov -was the
butcher of the people of Warsaw in
the revolution of Kosciuszko -in- 1794,
when 4,000 'defenseléss ‘inhabitants of
Praga were assassinated) would-cer-
tainly create indignation among the
Polish workers.

Stalin - heard Wasﬂewska out,

. authentic

Former Fascisfs ?I'tﬂ(e Pﬂrf |hfh¢§1&ﬁnis+ Go*vemme'ﬂ

agréed with ‘her, had the ordér of
Suvorov replaced by ‘another decora-
tion, but ‘nevertheless, Wasilewska
and her husband, ‘Kornejezuk, ex-
minister of the Ukraine, fell into dis-
grace. For this reason she could not
return to Poland, and played no part
in either the Lublin Committee or the
' Warsaw government.

The same fate befell General Ber-
ling, old thief of the Polish army in
Russia, who was horrified upon re-
ceiving 'the Order of Suvorov. Also
the reformists Drobner and Kane-
man, old ministers of the Lublin
Committée, -have been 'isolated “be-
cause they lack the full confidence of
the GPU.

Edward Osobka-Morawski, first
minister of Poland, now heads the
group of puppet-Socialists. He has
no political past whatsoever. Before
the war he was an obscure bureau-
crat of a cooperative in Wielun, a
small town ‘of 2,000 inhabitants: His
career begins inl 1948 when he héaded
the'RPPS, a group ecreated by the
GPU in order to- split the illegal
workers movement. In 1944 he ‘ap-
appears as an important personality

in ‘the: Lublin Committee. Then he .

organizes the “expropriation” of the
Underground Socialist
Party. He'directs the organ “Rabot-.
nik” in Lublin when the true “Rabot-
nik"” is being printed in bloody War-

Who'uate the'pebple bt Heéad’ ‘of the present Stalinist puppet government
in ‘Paland?” Do fhey ‘Nave ‘a ‘Past in. the .great revolutiofiary movement ‘of

Po[aiul, or are they mere oﬁeldl

ef'ﬂle GPU created by Stalin?

_These | were ibp qunﬂon: LA!OR_ 'ACTIOH addressed to ifs. lpeciul ‘cors

respondent on P'oli:ll ‘affgirs;: A, Rydzienski, whose exclusive ﬂlsp’ulelln ‘an ﬂm_

subject have ‘been ‘unrivailed. in-the- Anierican press for wealth ‘of infoﬂnnﬁon
and depth of Marxist analysis. The adfoining article is his answer to the above

questions.
N T

saw. He -organizes two “congresses”
of .the PPS when. the true ‘PPS is
struggling against the Nazis.
A CREATURE OF THE GPU
Osobkua-Morawski is a creature of
the “GPU, a . medioere bureaucrat,
without personahty or character,
lacking in 'the subetance of Marxist
doctrine and inflated by Stalinist
propaganda irto ‘a “national figure”
of Poland. His 1a¢k of 'political ca-
pacity ~and nndefstaﬁdmg is" pro-
verbial among the Stalinists. He has
a loose tongue which at times says
more than is'necessary. He is-atypi-
cal:puppet-figire; ‘a loudspéaker re-
peating the ‘record ~dictated by the
Kremlin. Only the naive Laski could
consider "him tas ‘the “representative
of Polish :Soeialistm.” In spite ‘of ‘his
loyalty to Moscow,: he is considered
“inadequate” in installing the totali-

Democratic Procedure Stifled in the Name of "Unity"

Stalinists Dominate Calif

SAN JOSE ‘Calif., Feb, Qﬁ-'l’he ‘first
constitutional cotiventlon sof ‘the Cal-
ifornia ‘American Veterans Commit-
tee held here this week-end-symbol-
ized the acute crisis which faces this
progressive veterans' organization.

~'The most striking organizational
feature of the convention was its
complete control by the well-oiled,
ruthless Communist  Party . (Stalin-
ist) machine, and the complete help-
less and disorganization of the pro-
gressive forces in the AVC in Cali-
fornia.

The convention was held at a time
when AVC in California has some
8,000 ‘members distributed - in 115
chapters, according o State’ Chnl,r-
man Eby's ‘Teport:-Of the:¥,500-mem-
bers' actually represented by dele-
gations at the convention, over half
are ¢oncentrated in 15 chapters in
and. around Los Angeles and the San
‘Francisco Bay area. Despite the
growth of the organization during
the past year, it is plain. that the
American Veterans Committee has

-

Inoti'been -able to capitalize on {le
real ‘possibilities of atfracting evén

‘a fair proportion of the 1,000,000-plus

vetérans in thc state. =

‘COMM'I’ITEES GALORE

The ‘Stalinist machihe was riding
high, wide and handsome from the
opening bell. The convention was
broken up into a myriad of commit-
tees and sub-committees with no
clear apportionment of duties among
them. This ‘résulted not only in du-
plication 'of effort ahd getieral “¢on-.
fusion, but ‘in ‘the atomization of the

disorganized progressives among the

committees, while the Stalinists
could ‘shift their’ ma_]orlty ‘from com=
mittée. to committee ‘as the issues

“An"which they were v1tally interested

came up.

The most flagrant example of how
this worked was. the trickery in-
volvéed in ramming down the so-
called “unity resolution” on the is-
sue of Communist Party activity in
AVC without any dicussion by the
convention. Six different resolutlons

‘on 'this* qttesiwn. ‘‘which has “‘become
‘a hot tssue ‘in A\”C since ‘iHe ‘Tecent

staterdént “bf ‘the ‘National Planhmg
Committee, were submitted tb the
conVention. The issie was first ‘taken
up in two separate ~sub-committees
of the Resolutidns Committee, ‘In
one of these 5ub -committees, the
Stalinists broke the discipline of
their caucus and tried to push over
a violent pro-Stalinist and anti-NCP
resolution. -As soon as the leading
Stalinist wh:-ps “at the convention got
wind of ‘what their. own boys ‘had
done, they flooded the sub-committee
with well instructed delegates. and
had the matter referred to another
suh—CMmﬂtée. y

The Stalinists  ivere determined

‘that no reéal disctission oh this mat-
‘ter be pérmitted on the floor of the

convéiition, as such 'a "fiséussioh

‘wolild ‘have Br&en their bloc with

the “liberals” wide “opén. As ‘s6on ‘as
word got around that the second Sub-
committee was to handle the matter,
the room in whlch it was meetlng be-
gan to fill up, till from 60 to 100 dele-

.

Workers Control of lndustry

Is Essential Part of Socialis

By, STANLEY GREY

We showed in last week’s article
that nationalization of industry is
negessary for socialism but not suf-
ﬁcient, that. although socialism with-
out nationadlization was impossible,
nationalization  without socialism
was not only ‘possible but an actual
historical fact. Let us now demon-
i str#.lte this

$ocwlism is anti-capitalist. It be-
lieyes that the continued. rule of :the
capitalist - class can lead mankind
on?y to deeper crises, more devastat-
' ing wars and the ultimate destruc-
' tion of civilized society. But while
it'’is anti-capitalist it is also pro-
warking class. When it ‘claims -that
the capitalists are no longer-capable
of ;leading society out ofi chaos, it
adfls that this task can be accom-
plished only under the leadership
-6f the working class. Thus the aim of
the socialist revolution is -the de-
struction -of .the capitalist- system (1N
ORDER to. establish ‘a.workers® gov-
er?ment and 'a socialist society.
How when private property in the
means. of proditetion is taken over
by. the state and “nationalized,” does
tHat in itself mean that the workers
anﬂ pe0ple of the country are the
real owners of the means of produc—
tion? That is the crux of the matter.
Does the ‘end of "capitalist ownership:
aujomatlcally mean the beginning of
wgrkers ownership? It is the mo-
mentous lesson of the ‘Russian ex-
j pegience that thls is not nece‘ssarily
the ‘case; that same ownership is not
the same as workers' ownership of
the nieans-of ‘production. To under-
stgnd how this is possible it ig neces-
sary to ek“amme more closel:,lr the
meaning cr the concept “ownership »

WFA‘I‘ “OWNERBHW" MEANS

nder capitalism, the power of ‘the
capltahst class ‘derives from its own-
ership of the ‘means - of production,
'Whl(!h is sanctified by law and pro-
teqted by the state. But the owner-
ship of property is not simply the
possesswn of a material thing; it is
more in that it denotes certain rlghts
and powers that come with posses-
sion. Thus ownershlp gives the own-
ergthe.right to -exclude others from
his propérty and fhe’ right of disposal
ot hxs property. If, 1t suns hig profit

SRS

interests, the cap;tahst can ‘move his
factory to another state, can-tear it
down, can close it for an indefinite
period. In a word, the essence of
ewnershlp is the control it gives the
owner over his property. That his
power ‘over his property. is socially
harmful—as it is under capitalism—
does not deter the law from ‘protect-
ing the -capitalist’s possession, This
simply reveals the law-as an mstltu—
tion  which serves the basic interests
of the, cap;tahst class.

af, the meamng of uwnershjp ls
therefore the power to confrol which
it entails, then ownershlp of .thl; ba-

sic industries is seocially meaningful '

anly in.so .far'as it leads to control.
To illustrate the point, consider. the
small stockholder in a large cbrpora-
tion who owns three shares of stock
in General Motors. = Technically
speaking,. he “owns” a. part of Gen-
eral Motors. . Capitalist, propaganda
makes a-great deal of this 'point..It
argues .against the sdcialists . that
thiere ‘really is ‘no small .capitaligt
class ‘which controls. the life of the
country: sifice the .stock of the “cor-

- porations is. owhed by .such wide

layers of the people.including : work-
ers.’ This. capitalist-propaganda. 'triés
to defend the.indefensible. systemn of
rule by a minbrity ‘of capitalists by
cunceali.ng it ,behind the: clodk of
‘mss and ‘popular “ownership.”

'But this "ownershlp" of " ‘the “$mall

stuckhulder has only 'trivial signifi--

canice. He doés not and cannot exer-
cige any, contrﬁ! over Lhe pchcles and
practlces of the corporauon Because
he owns an mﬁhlteSImal portion of
the total stock, his vote .in the elec-
tlon “of the board of du‘ectors carries
no_Wweight. In addition, by means of
techmques such . as.. proxy votlng.
small groups of capitalists can gather
up the votes.of the small stockholc}~
ers and manlpulate them for ‘pur-
poses of their own contml Thus the
ownership ¢ the small holder is an
ownership  without . control and
therefore no genuine ownership.

MINORITY CONTROL

Conversely, there are ., cap1tahsts
wHho have full control over cnrpora—
tions on the basis of a partlal own«
‘ership: Tt is ‘well knuwn ‘that in many
huge corporatlons with m:lhons ot

dollars’ worth .of stock dlstrlbuted
among thousands of people, a_small
bloc of stock sometimes as small as
5 per cent of the-total, is Sufficient
to have the demdmg voice on the
board of dlrcctors ’

The rise ‘of. mcmnpoly elplﬁltm has
created a sepatition ‘between owner-
ship ahd ‘control,.not a complete sep-
aratioh, it is:imbortant. to: 'fiote, but
one. ‘which -His .great; $06ial: impor-
tance. It has revealeﬂ ‘that: ow.mremp
and contrel are .rot nédessarily ‘the
same . thing, iHaf fhe power ‘of ‘the
capitalist :hinorlty of i the <popuTation
is _their -power ‘to..CONTROL the
means of life. It is béeatise they
CONTROL the ‘means of life for the
purpose of mkmg prqﬂts that they
stand in the Way of ‘beace and ‘secu-
rity.
stems from their owﬂership—com-
pléte or partial—of the: meanhs of
production- that it is nece*ssary to

abolish. ‘private owiiership in order |

to ‘establish a ‘sdcialist ‘society.

For a, revo_!utlon o be.a SOCIAL-
IST one, it must not only take the
control out of the hands of the capi-
talists ‘bilt’ 16dge “it' in ‘the “hands of
democratically .electéd ‘bodies 'of the
working class.’ It i onry ‘wheh ‘work-
ers ‘havé' control ‘that ‘one ‘speaks. of

‘a gériuine bwnershlp of 'the means of

production. It 'is net sufficient’to. say
that the state owns the means of
production, therefore the people own
‘them. Such a peoplé’s ownership can
be. like the ownerslnp of - General
Motors by ‘the ‘worker ‘with thiée
shares. of stock. ‘Getuine owhershib
means active and democratic “control.
‘Anything else is either a cover for
tyyanny. as; in Russ:a, where  the
state oWwns the ‘means of “broduction
and oppresses the ‘workers who'have

no, -control, or the pious rhetoric of -

“socxalism" ag in England, where na-
tionalized mdustrles are run’ in the
interests of fhe-old -capitalist ctass
wrih no workers’ control.- Workers’
cohtrol. is the touchsbone of socialist
nationalization. That is the indispen-
sable 'key for any: atialysis of ‘the so-
c1a1 meaning of nationalization.

What would workers’ ‘control look
like? How are the ‘mationalized in-
dugtries .operated .in- “socialist” . Eng-
land? These questions will be taken
up in a future article,

AVC

‘gates and vlsiters were packe& !Mo

And it is- ‘because this éontrol

| Also Avaitebte:

r

tarian régime and in eliminating the
opposition in Poland; The confliet be-
tween-Osobka -and. Gomulka has been
solved .under; Stalin’s ;auspices, in or-
der ‘to consolidate, the:Stdlinist bloc
against the right @nd;left opposition.
But should :the ‘Stalinist régime suc-
ceed in-consolidating itself, the fate
of Osovbka will be that of Wasilew-

ska, Drobner, Berling and so many-

others.

Thee twr Soma,lwt Par ty (PPS)
is in the Underground, in emigra-
tion or is grouped around Zygmunt
Zuldwski, It is. fear of this which
coinpels the Stalinists to tolerate the
oﬂ'z'cial{y 1-ecogoaized “PPS.”'

Rmcﬂomk"r GROUPS
IN GO’VERNMENT

A tendene_v much Tnore: prcnounced.
in the ‘Warsaw government than the
reformist puppet-group is the reac-

the space where ‘17 ‘delégates: Hud
been ‘handling “resolﬂtieng ‘o ntér-

‘nal ‘AVC affdirs, A ‘miotion was ﬁﬁt

to ‘bring ‘the i#iter up for imrmedi-
ate disposal. The chairman afihounced

‘that he Wwolild réad the six ‘fesolu-

tions which had been submitted on
the question, after which the dele-
gates woiild ‘have ‘s chiance to. dis-

cuss ‘thém “dhd v‘ote on ‘thém ‘one by

one.

-~ At thig ppmt a delegate from - the
R;chmnnd San: Franc:sco chapter ‘got
the flobr and moved that his “linity
resolution” be substituted for all six
which were on the, table, Cheers and
handclappmg by the Stnlimst Toot-
ing - section, reinforéed , by liberals
who were swépt along with the tide
greeted this motion.. One delegate
who tried to pbinti'out that such a
mation was completely. out jof order
was booed ‘and ‘heckled and himself
ruled out of order on the ground
that he was “not speaking to the
motion on the floor.” In this lynch
atmosphere the resolution:was rail-
roaded through, 33 to 6, without any
discussion.

REAL mscu,ssmns out

: What happesed here was only a
i_oretaste of what was to hdppen in
the plenary sessions.of the conven-
tion. The Stalinist machine was in-
terested in. only one thing: a, phony
unity with, their *“liberal” allies in
order to get their votes for. Stalinist
candidates.. for state posts, ,as  well
as in the interest of .trimming their

‘'sails for ‘the big.fight with the NPC

at Mijlwaukee, As ‘any:..Teal discus-
sion ‘of- issues,;such “as. the bonus, the
stewardship of the ‘state executive or
the .role  of the Communist- Party
would- have shown up.the real prob-
lems of AVC and thus led to a pos-

sible -split in the “liberal”-Stalinist .

bloc, all such discussion was com-
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tionary group, composed of :adher-
ents of both the reactionary parties
of Poland, the old, .anti-Semitic Na-
tional Democratic Party and the fas-
cist ‘party ‘of the Colonels. The Na-
tional Democratic Party always sup-
ported the program of Polish auton-
omy under the sceptre of the Czar as
against the progrim of the PPS for

an Independent Republic. This party -

introduced anti-Semitism and the po-
groms into Poland.

The. i‘heol‘e!iclun cf Huﬂcnul-De-
mdcracy, Stanislaw Grabski, old apol-
ogist. for Czarism, advocate of the
national ‘slavéry of Poland. anti-Sem-
ite, is now a vice-president of the
National Council. 'His_role is decora-
tive, but. is of considerable value to
the regime. In his declarations, he al-
ways praises the "great Stalin.”

After him comes Grubecki, minis-
ter of Warsaw, orgamzer of the anti-
Semitic ‘pogroms in Lvov, which we
all remember, a fascist of the whole
cloth, now a dignitary of the “deino-
cratic” Poland.-

Piasecki and Dziarmaga, chiefs of
the ONRX (fascist) and of the Na-
tignalist armed forces have come to
an agreement with Bierut and now
support the régime. The presence of
these anti-Semites may explain to
some extent the pogmms of Kielce,

'-I'o il{ls same group belongs "Mm'-
shal" Rola-Zymierski, who "replaced

‘onvention

pletely stifled on the floor. Motions
for ‘the previgus guestion were put
and ‘phsied before a single delegate
had ‘been able, to speak on the issue.
In certdin instances when the chair-
man attempted to .ignore such mo-
iionis ‘and permit at least one or two
speakers to have their say, a deluge
of points of order and points. of in-

formation were ‘thrown ‘at him from
the floor, after whic¢h the previous

question was again called for.

LABOR ACTION is forced ‘to em-
iﬂmsi&e the manner in which . this
convention was rin as this, quite as
much as the general program worked
out at the convention, is g‘oing to
have a far-reaching efféct on AVC
in California during the next year.
The progressives were so  Intimi-
dated by the completely unscrupu-
lous tactics ‘of the Stalinist machine
that ‘for the ‘most part they failed ‘to
expiress their opﬁosltitm ‘on the ‘flodr.
This does not. mean, however, that
they did mot feel that the convention
was being railroaded.

Already one working class chapter
has announced that it is considering
leaving AVC as a result of the con-
vention. There is little doubt that
other chapters will follow it. Unless
this trend is stopped, the Stalinists
will have succeeded in ruining the
organization and in capturing no one
but themselves. ’

ADOPT PLATFORM

The state platform adopted by the
convention was, by and large, a good

"one. It centered around issues of

vital importance to veterans such as
housing, increasing payments under
the GI bill to a pbint at which the
veterans can live on .them, opposing
the court martial system in the
armed forces and so forth. Despite
vigorous support by many progres-
sives on the bonus question, the
Stalinists ditched the issue in the
interest, again, of maintaining their
bloc with the right-wing adherents
of .the Democratic Party. The con-
vention was prevented from passing-
an  anti-bonus resolution, which
would have been fatal to AVC, only
by -the quick thinking of a delegate
from Oakland who moved to table
the issue.

The California AVC has a pro-
gram on which it €AN move ahead
to. recruit the average veteran. It
CAN move ahead, that is, if the pro-
gressives who showed so little fight
at_the convention can be prevented
from bolting and can be induced to
really start recruiting worker-véter-
an-ls to the organization. Only in this
way can ‘the power of the Stalinist
machine be broken. No organizational
maneuvers at the national conven-
tion in Milwaukee - against the Sta-
lirﬁsts will avail so long as the or-
gai-uzatlo:i remains composed pri-
marily of students and professionals.
A ‘healthy growth of the organiza-
tion, in close alliance with the labor
movement, can make AVC a real
force in America and can reduce the
Stalinists to their proper proportions
as a helpless minority.
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General Berling, of the Order of Suve-
rov fame. This cavalier belonged to
the rightist opposition to Pilsudski.
He wanted a "Poland for the Poles,"

with the "Jews outside.” Now he ‘ls
quite content because the Stalinists
are finishing Hitler's work, organizing
the Jewish ghettos in lower Silesia.
This same ¢avalier ‘was once seéit to
jail for misappropriating army funds.
On finishing his sentence he went to
Paris where he ipeeululed in arms for
the Spanlsh Republic. He made good
money. Now he is "Murshnl" of Po-
land. The S'}ulimsh could ﬁnd llelﬂler

a Socialist nor an ex-Communist for '

this job. Berling himself, ex-legionary
of Pilsudski, was ftoo "leftist" for
them.

The 'ex-Pilsuds_kists group is led by '

Wicenty Rzymowski, Minister of
Foreign Affairs. He was a most ar-
dent defender of the “May Revolu-
tion,” Pilsudski’s Bonapartist coup,
his principal theoretician, and “gol-
den -pen” of the régime. In the period
of the pogroms, when the leaders of
the Opposition were imprisoned- in
Brest-Litovsk, Rzymowski was a
most warm-hearted advocate of elec-
tions “en bloe.” For plagiarizing
from Bertrand Russell he was ex-
pelled from the Polish Academy of
Literature. Now he is a minister of
Stalin in Poland. The Stalinists con-
sider him an old fool, and foreign
affairs are handled by Moaodzelewski
(true name, Fiszhaut) a GPU crea-
ture.

REACTIONARIES COME TO THE FORE
Kwiatkowski, ex-minister' of Pil-

sudski is now a commissar ‘of the *

coastal maritime, an. important fig-
ure in the régime: Mlynarski, Nazi

collaborator, one of the few Polish
collaborators, continues to head the
National ‘Bank as in the time of the
Colonels and the Nazis: Kirtiklis, ex-
governor of Vilna, “pacifier” ‘of the
Communists, the workers and the
Wh:te <Russian peasante they also
support the Stalinist régime. General
Zehgouskf, chief of the Polish army
in White Russia in 1918, pogromist,
organizer of(the assault against Vil-
na in 1921, 1s now an 1mportant fig-
ure in‘the réglme

The ‘most amusing figure of all is
thdt of Prince Krzysztof Radziwill,
member of one ‘of the feuddl dynadsties
of ‘Europe, mdstér of hélf of Lithuania
and Eastern Poland, who is now ‘chief
of pfotocol for Blerut. To Stalin,
princes, Popes, Bishops, gendarmes,
political prostitutes all look alike, so
long as they can be of some use to
him: for a while,

These personal characteristics of
the  public authority define clearly
the political and social character of

‘the régime in Poland. Its political

composition demonstrates the reaec-
tionary character of the Stalinist
régime in Poland.

The true-leaders of the Polish pro-
letariat lie under the Rifssian earth,
shot in ‘the back® the remainder, at
the head of which stand the Social-
ists, are in prison, or in the opposi-
tion which is still tolerated out of
sheer necessity. The working class
opposition, whether it be Communist
in character or Socialist-reformist,
is persecuted savagely.

The peasant leaders are also in op-
position. Only this opposition has the

‘legal ' rights, illusory though they

may be, which the régime has' been
compelled ‘to grant.

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profitéers

V. Nadtionalize Big Business

Veterans

additional dependent.

year of service,

IX. For Péace and Freédom

ment

m of the
Workers Pai

I. For Price Contrdl By Labor and the Consumers
Wipe out proﬁteermg and 'high -prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining

the prices of consumer commadities. For wage increases mthout price
mcreases. For popular price ‘control committees

1. For an immediate Wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator elause in ‘every union contract to provide for
dutomatic wage increages ‘to cover -any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
‘providing for & $5000 annual minimum per fnm:ly.

. Cletlr the Slums! Blﬂlil Hal'lles!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five- -year program to provide decent,
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the eréction
of 26 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent on all wartime -profits above‘five pér cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling 'on all annl.tal inéomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopohes the industrial estab- -
lishments, transportation and communication Systéms and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

Vi. End Discrimination Against the Negro People
For full.sécial, politicsl and economic equality for Negroea

Vil Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestnc{.ed lmmlgratlcn into the Umted States by
the persecuted ard homeléss Jéws df Europe.

2, Forthe right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestinie or any country of their choice.

VIIl. For Full Econdrilc anitl Educational Oﬁ[ﬁoﬁuniﬂes for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle ‘veteratis ‘and ‘$55 ‘for married ‘vetersis, plus $5 a week for each

. 2, For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for eath

1. For the right of all-peoples-and nations to decide their own fu-
ture, For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the celombs.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conseription.

X: For an Indépendent Labsr Party and a Workerﬁ Govern-

For an independent Labcr Party of the workers and working farhi-
ers based on the trade uniong. Break with the Republican and Derio-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR Al.l.'

/
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while purpose. Send them to

Wanted! Marxist Literature
In the German Language!

We have an urgent request from German socialists and
workers for Marxist literature in the German language.
We are ﬂlerefore cppealmg to any of our readers who
.may ‘have any of the witilgs of Marx, Engels ‘Lenin, Trot-
sky, Luxémburg, Liebkiiecht, etc.—be they books or pai-
phlets—to please. contribute these works for a worth-

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

and we shall forward them to the proper hands.
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Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston St.

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
“held every Friday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.

For ~details of Workers Party
bm;u:h; contact above address. 3
BUFFALO

‘HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main' St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1601 W. Madison,

2nd floor, Chicago 7.
., Teleph CHEsapeake 5798

OfMoe hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day eveninya. i

CLASSES—every Friday night at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
sics. Led by Albert Goldman.

‘SO(JIALI‘%T YOUTH LEAGUE busi-
ness meetings held every BSunday at
7:30. Forums held three times a
month _on’ Sundays at 8:80.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of .the Work-
ers. Party meets every Sunday at
8:00 p.m. .

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every IPriday

at 8:00 p.m.

A class in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite headquarters are not yet

established for these meetings.

DETROIT
Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559,

Write or phone for Information
about the discussion group on "Sta-
linism."”

LOS ANGELES

Headquarters at 3161 'W. Pico,
near Olive. Telephone; RIchmond
7-3230.

Office hours: 2 to 5 p.m. dai]y ex-

cept Sunday.

All LABOR ACTION aeﬂders in Los :
Angeles are invited 't6 help in our
election campdign’ nmow going on in,

the 7Tth Councilmanic District, We
need your aid. Write or phone the
above addresa (if- no answer, phone
AX 2-9067) to find out haw you can
participate. Piteh in!

LOUISVILLE

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOQOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Baturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:
- Review of
by Al Findley, March 14,

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 1_14 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

.You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

“Thieves imthe Night ~-above address.c-

BRONX BRANCH: Meeta every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headqguarters, 2143
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesddy; 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH Meets every
Thursday, 8:15. p.m. at the Workers
Party Clty Center, 114 Wesdt 14th St,,
third floor.”

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at

the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -..th St., third floor.
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL

BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
guarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at £:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howa.rd Ave, (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every' Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LABOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or visit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681.

READING

For information regarding the: ac-

tivities and affalrs of the Reading®

Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O. Box 1671.

Regular class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism” ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA -

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd Aoor).

WP branch meets Wednesday at
8 pom.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m,
cents,

LABOR ACTION FORUMS each
Sunday at 8:15 p.m., LABOR ACTIUN
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave:, N. E,
corner of 12th-and Girard.

ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6317 Corhitt
Avenue, Dnlvcmity City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of- the Workers Party in the San
Francisco Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 208,
Oakland 7, Calif.

' Open forums held every-other Sun-
day, starting Sunday, January 19.
Forums held at ebove address (a few
doors off Broadway on Tenth). For-
ums start at 8:00 p.m. Admission free.
Refreshments served, For exact
schedule of dates and subjec.,t«s write

SEATTLE
Write to . 0. Box 29, University
Post Oflice, for information.

L ]

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in c¢ities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
:‘(:ourt Square, Long Island City 1.
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" Woodward,

Indo-Chinese Leader Seeks

Deal With French Ca

By ARTHUR STEIN

While reports from Indo-China

“within the last two weeks have indi-

cated a tightening :of the French
military dictatorship in that country,
new efforts were made by the pro-
Stalinist president of the Viet Nam
republic, Ho Chi Minh, to effect an
immediate cessation of hostilities, on
the basis of Viet Nam “independence
within the framework of the French
Union.” These devélopments, espe-
cially when coupled withthe reeall
of the reactionary Admiral d’Argen-
lien as high commissioner of the col-
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ony, make further analysis neces-
sary.

The colonial policy of the French
government seems now to be almost
completely controlled by the Stalin-
ist and Socialist ministers in _the
‘cabinet. The two cabinet members
most concerned with the Indo-Chi-
nese war belong to these parties,
Marius Moutet of the SP is Minister
for Overseas Territories, and the
Stalinist Billoux sits in the defense
ministry. Thus Ho Chi Minh finds
himself in the peculiar contradiction

of leading a war against his own
“comrades” in the Paris cabinet.
This contradiction, of course, is in-
tolerable to' him, and he must seek
to solve it in one manner or another.

It -should be kept in mind that
though Ho Chi Minh is thé presidént
of Viet Nam; thé Stalinists are far
from con't'ro]litig that republic-in any
way comparable to their control of
Poland or Yugoslavia, Ho Chi Minh,
since he is not aided by the immedi-
ate présence of the terror organiza-
tion of the GPU and the Russian
army, can maintain his leadership
only as long as he represents, in
some way at least, thé strivings of
the people for independence from
Firench: imperialism. Thus, if the
pressure from the French Stalinists
—in addition, of course, to'that front
Moscow—represents one face of thé
ever tightening visé around Ho Chi
Minh, the pressure from the Viet
Namese people represents the étheér.
Under these circumstances, the for-
mula of “independence within the
French union” is clung to by him as
the only escape from this othérwisée
political dead end.

As the formula stands it does in-
deed look:like 'a more-or-less reason-
able compromise. There is something
in it for everyone—‘“independence”
for the people of Viet Nam, and the
very -‘softly uttered  “within the
Friench union” for the Paris bureau-
erats of the CP and SP. Upon closer
serutiny, however, it-can be seénthat
while the Stalinists benefit consider-
ably from this formula, none of the
problems and grievances-of the peo-
ple of Indo-China could possibly be
'U.pl\’ed by it. 70 Al

“Within the French union,” first
of all, means the.continuation of rule
by . the French-controlled Bank of
Indo-China over the industries of the
-country. It means.the maintenance
of -‘French troops on-the peninsula—
.the continuation of, Fyeneh customs

control, the continuedypredominance -

of‘the French language,’and all other
indignities connected with, a foreign
military rule. Above all, the presence
of troops of impesialist France
méans, as it always-has meant, a
suppression of all proletarian revo-
Jutionary movements: In the final
-analysis, it is only the proletarian
revolution in Indo-China which could
guarantee complete independence.

yinet

For the Stalinists, on the other
hand, the continued domination of

*Indo- Chlna by French lmpenahsm,

especially ‘when veiled by a phrase
such as we have discussed, can only
be advantageous. :

As LABOR ACTION has repeat-
edly pointed out, the pre-war
strength of Stalinism among the Viet
Nam population was smaller than
was that of the Fourth International.
Ta Tu Thau, the outstanding Viet
Namese Trotskyist leader who was
recently murdered by soldiers of a
Stalinist militia‘ unit, had eénjoyed
an almokt legendary popularity
among the péople of Viet Nam. It is
clear, therefore, that the Stalinists
could not possibly " hold power,” if’
power depended upon the unfettered
expression of the people. The pres=
ence of French troops would effec-
tively prévént just such an expres-
sion, espeécidlly if thesé trobops aré
under the jurisdiction of a Stalinist
defense minister. (This is not'to say,
of ¢ourse;’that the Trotskyists would'
nheécessarily hold ‘power even undér
éircumstancés of complete electoral
freedom. Weé mention the greater
popularity of the Trotskyists only to
indicate that no Stalinist-dominated
government could receive an absolute
maj jority in a free eleétiof.)

For the CP in Fidnee, of’ course,
the advantdges -of ' keeping” Indo-
China in the French union are nu-
merous.” Advocacy of this policy en-
ables the French Stalinists not only

to' rémain in their present coalitioh

with the bourgeois parties, but also
makes it possible for them to appéal
to' the colonial chauvinism which has
become part and parcel of the think-
ing of France’s middle ¢lass; and it
is this cldss—especially its bmeau-
cratic, literary, and small shopkeep-
ers sections—from which' the CP re-
cruits in increasing numbers.:

Thus, though it is quite possible
to explain some of Ho's tacties by the
necessities of military reverses, it is
clear that the heart of his overall
strategy—the consistency he has
shown in his advocacy of the “inde-
pendence within the French union”
formula—can be understood only po-
litically, in reference to his Stalinist
symypathies and. probable -affiliation.

Likes Runger §: gty
"Wall Street” Column

Dear Editor:

+That .%Tapping. the..Wall
stuff and -two-fisted. Cain’ the guy
have more space and a larger range
of available facts on corporations,
goon squads, agreements, ‘stooges?
A rewrite of any ordinary business
column with appropriate substitu-
tions should be a riot!
W. H.

Anti-Semitism and
Polish Underground

Dear Editor:

No doubt this slipped in to LABOR
ACTION by mistake, but mistake or
no the following statement that ap-
peared in the Dec. 30 issue of L.A.
under the by-line of your Polish cor-
respondent, Rudzienski, should be
corrected. In discussing with faver

-the underground opposition in Po-

land against the Stalinist régime
there, Rudzienski said, “The people

"defend themselves with arms. It is

estirmated that there are still around
100,000 guerrillas, among whom the
strongest organization is the WIN
(Liberty and Independence), led by
the ex-Pilsudskyists, the NSZ (na-
tionalist armed forces), whose mght-
wmg and anti-Semitic character is of
minor importance.” (My emphasis.)

The insidious rule of Stalinism in
Poland and their agents abroad can
only take advantage of such a stupid
statement by slandering revolution-
ary socialists along lines that they
suppbrt reaction and anti-Semitism
so long as this will hurt the “Com-
munists.” It is of the utmost impor-
tance that L. A. separate itself from
that part of the Polish underground
that fights the Polish régime on a
positive anti-deniocratie, anti-Semit-
ic Basis. How ¢an the right-wing and.

anti-Semitic character of the NSZ be

oi minor importance? What then is

its major line? That.it fights the gov--

ernment? Upon what program? On
the! program, among other reaction-
ary and vile canipaigns, of anti-Sem-
jtism! Are these elements not in the
same identical class with “our own”
Anierica-Firsters who opposed (and
sometimes  exposed) the Roosevelt
régime on their neo-fascist and out-
right fascist program?

Stalinism can only be strengthened
by lauding and “critically support-
ing” such elemients. Many elements
of 'the Polish socialist movement
mukt be educated to fight anti-Semi-
tism more rigorously among the Po-
lish proletariat. A false appraisal
such as Rudzienski’s analysis of the
NSZ can only play into the hands of
all our opponents who want to pre-

vent the proletarian revolution in Po-
land at all costs! -
JAY STONE,

New ‘York City

;
We are grateful to our correspon-

dent for calling our attention to the
utterly misleading sentence that ap-

pears in the article cited. As the

readers of Comrade Rudzienski’s ar-
ticles know, they are written to AT-
TACK anti-Semitism and its general
political equivalents, NOT to condone
them. The sentence in question was
not meant in the sense of holding
anti-Semitism and reaction policies
unimportant, but rather as a de-
seription of the relative weight of the
various ideologies in the mass under-
ground. Comrade Stone is right in
saying that unfortunate interpréta-
tions  may be made of the sentence.
We think that this can best be dis-
pelled by referring our readers to the
many articlées on  this subject by
Comrade Rudzienski and other writ-
ers that we have published.

- age
Hits "Militant"

- - + 1 .

Line on Palestine
Déar Editor:

For years the question of Jewish
immigration® into Palestine has been
a political problem’ requiring an im-
mediate and forthright answer. Be-
ing careful politicians, but having no
quotatxen frém- Trotsky™ ‘to guide
them; the Socialist Workers Party’s
spemahsts in pblitics—to use Can-
non’s happy plrase—maintained dis-

creét silence. Now' they have come
out with their *“line.”

The ' Militant of January 25 offi-
cially approved the conténts of an
article by T. CIliff, in which, without
mincing words, he boldly takes his
stand against Jéwish immigration
into Palestine and attacks the pres-
ent struggle of the -Jewish masses
against” British' terror as objectively
helping “ihe interests of imperialism.”

This opposition to immigration is
unique in thé history of Marxism.
Thé SWP opposes the right of a peb-
ple“to migrate’ to any land they de-
sire, somiéthing which has .always

‘been’ considered by sotialists as an

elementary democratic right.

Their position is all the more out-
rageous when one considérs the’
plight of the Jewish people in' Eu-
rope, dying like rates and without a
place to go. The SWP presents the
Jews of Europe and Palestine as a
homogenous group, as if all' of them’
were anti-Arab and pro-British' Zion-
ists. Cliff goes so far as to character-
ize the Jewish trade unions: of Pal-
estine, the Histadruth, as.being “on
the whole supported by the“Jewish
capitalists,” the scores of strikes and

other violent economic political class™

struggles among Jews notwithstand
ing. "~

Clifi's CLEVER insertion of the slo-
gan “no immigration and coloniza-
tion against the wishes ¢f the Arab
masses,” does not make the" SWP
stand any more palatable. Fér it is
only ‘a variation of the present Sta-
linist slogan “Immigration only with
Arab consent.” L

" Revolutionists demand the right of
Negroes to enter a trade'union; dex
spite the majority or éven’ unaninious
wishes of the meémbeérs who may

wish to exclude them. Why should’

that position change with regard to
the right of the Jewish people to mi-
grate to Palestine?

The Workers Party has unheeltat-'
ingly hailed the struggle of the Jew-
ish masses against British' impéridal=
ism, while at the same time trying
to transform it into 'a joint struggle’
of Jews and Arabs against théir im-
perialist oppressors.

The SWP, however, attacks the
struggle of the Jewish masses and
argues that “objectively, they hélp
the interests of imperialism.” The
actual strugglé against the British,
the British flogging of Jews and the
retaliations by the Jews, the kidnap-
ping of British officers, the bombs
thrown, the fights on thé refugee
ships, are not considered by the
Cannonites as objective struggles
against British ' imperialism.

Cliff seems unable to see the. dif-
ference between Jewish nationaligm’
and Jewish chauvinism, between the
mass of Ziohists and their leaders,
between displaced Jews struggling
for their lives .and those elements
which are anti-Arab.

B e B s e e S e e

Thé task of revolutionaries is to
channelizé the struggles of the Jew-
ish péople for their lives into a

struggle against -capitalism — the
breeder of anti-Semitism'—and to
fuse their ‘struggle’ against the Brit-
ish:with that of-the Arabs for an in-
dependent Palestine: To accomplish
that, a little more than correct eco-
nomic slogans are: needed.

CIliff calls for a constituent assem-
bly that will decide all problems, in-

_cluding: “immigration and coloniza-

tion.” The postponing- of all questions
to a-future constituent assembly only
evades the problem. The problem—
even. Cliff should understand—is- by
what kind of CONCRETE program

can the revelutionary -party rally ‘the~

masses of BOTH the Jewish and
Arab nations, living in the same
country. That can be done only by a
program guarantéeing theé national
rights of BOTH nations. Fér the
Jews, this means now the saving of

hundreds’ of “thousands "of their al-"
‘ready” decimatéd numbers.

To the
Arabs, this nieans a' guarantée that
they' will’ not becomé a  dénational-
ized' minority in a Jeéwish state, that
their démotratic right to majority
rule be guaranteed.

The' constituent assembly can be-
come a rallying point for joint Jew-
ish -and' Ardb -anti-imperialist strug-
gle only AFTER ‘the niasses ate con-
vinced that- it offers a program that
will solve their problems.

Without a concrete bi-national
program, the slogan of constituent
assembly at-best becomes an abstrac-
tion, an arena for democratic strug-
gle.

Irving Berg.

Bug".-._-_Héuse System
Of Private Profit
Dear Editor:

“THE CAUSE”

There is a cause for everything
and everything has a cause. If we
had production for use instead of
profit we would have no panics or
depressions. -

When the storage houses are filled
to overflow, the wheéls of industry
stop. Theé wage slaves are thrown
out of work. by the millions, who

hiteh all over the country, seeking
for something they won't find—work.
Why? The private profit system of
control. After this calamity other
calamities follow—like foreclosures,
evictions from home and fireside. Yes
it has been stated in the last panic
which took place-in 1929 and’ lasted
10 years and would still be a panic
if human slaughter had not taken
place in order to start a boom:.” Yes
it has been stated over thirty-seven
hundred - thousand ‘homes have béen’
foreclosed. Queotations of the Bible-
state this:' birds of air have  nests;
foxes have holes, but son of man has’
nowhere to lay his worried head.
Criminal institutions are filled with
criminals. Why? Because we have a~
criminal system that produces erim-
inals. The criminal systern is the
cause. We have had' malnutrition " (or
slow starvation). Atcording to gov-
ernment reports, about 37 per cent of
our American boys who were called
to bé examined were ‘not fit for tha
army. Think of it. This country pro-
duceés three timeés more than-is con-
sumed and yet we have conditions
as stated above: Starvation and wars
will continue as long as we haveé the
bug-house system that produces it.
Not until ‘we have sotial transfor=
mation" will ‘the masses of mankind-
be free of those horrible conditions
as stated above. Some peéople ‘don’t
like social transformation, they like
starvation and wars better. That's
why some people go to the Imperial

polls to vote for the system" that -

produces' if. Consequently  sign the:
death warrant of their own' son. To’

'SLmet.a-
ere by Jack Ranger is really: top..

By JULIUS FALK, Nat'l Sec’y, SYL

Without trades,:lacking experience
and seniority, American youth has
always been amohg the first to feel
the whip’ of firings, layoffs and wage
cuts. The hungry years which fol-
lowed the 1929 crash saw as many
as five: million jobless youth.

What' has been true of the past
will unquestionably be the case in
the neéxt, inevitable and more per-
manent collapse of American capi-
talism.

During the war, “good” jobs were
relatively plentiful for young peo-
ple. With production reaching un-
precedented levels and with eleven
million men in the service, the num-
ber of “well paying” jobs open was
generally on a par with the number
of those seeking them:. Competition
among workers was thereby sharp-
ly cut and young people, despite
their lack of skill and experience,
managed -to get jobs in industries
with salaries considerably higher
than pay rates ever beforé received
by the 18-22 age category.

That this has only been a tem-
porary phenomenon, growing out of
a forced war econonfy, is indicated
not only by socialist theory and past
events, but in present-day fact. It is
becomink increasingly difficult for
American youth to find a decent
place for itself, even a temporary
one, in American economy. :

Competition among workers for

these “good” industrial jobs is daily .

intensifying. ‘As this competition in-
creases, young people are pushed
aside. They lack background and
skill and, must therefore turn to

. other fields which offer smaller pay,

irregular hours, poorer working con-
ditions . and not even an illusory
promise of a future. Where we had

young lathe hands, sheet metal work-.

ers, shipyard: workers, ete,, it is ‘now
‘and will increasingly become the
pattern for young people to accept,
and -eventually compete {for, such

menial, undéerpaid jobs as bus-boys,

errand clerks and the like.

In 'a widely publicized report by
the ' Kennedy Employment Service
(for fullest coverage of this survey,

see New York Herald Tribune of

= PRESS MANAGER'S

@a/me/z...‘

FEWER JOBS FOR YOUTH.

February 14); it was pointed out that

the - agency -finds it-more anid more

difficult' to place young applicants "iﬁ-

industrial positions and with the
same scale of pay as it did during
the war years.

Industrial firms do not feel t‘he
same labor shortage and are unwill-
ing to hire young, inexperienced
workers .when they can once again
fill in whatever vacandies exist with
older, skilled* workers. As Emilie Ste-
vens, placement secretary of em-
ployment  service, observed: “Ado-
lescents with no previous work ex-
perience are the hardest hit of ‘those
for whom we are seeking JObS 7

Further on’ thé report notes that
“While eémployment opportunities
seemn  plentiful for stenographers,

typists and domestic “workers, jobs’

for unskilled and semi-skilled men

who during the war worked in métal

industries are hard to find."” She caon-
tinues:
have 'bgfome mniore rigid in their
hiring policies with reéspect to skills,
stability, physical strength, youth
and flexibility.”

That the economic need exists for
18 and 19 year olds to seek employ-
mént in the “richést ‘country in the
world” is in itself a condemnation

of the capltdlxst system, irrespective '

of how this' problem is ‘met. Young
people should be seeking education,
not jobs. This is the real problem for
youth and one that can be adequately
mét only in a frée, socialist America.

Open 'I.'é'éi'ﬁfe:—

. New York
Labor Acﬂon School
SIGNIFICANCE OF SECOND'

VOLUME OF “CAPH'AE"
EOR OUR DAY
Instructor: F. Forest
LABOR ACTION SCHOOL
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 8:15 P. M. .

Admission 50 Cents~

“Employérs sincé ' thé war .

8Y HENRY JUDD ===

This week begins LABOR ACTION'’s big Subseription Drive Campaign,

and the next four weeks of March will be devoted entirely to the carrying

aut of our goal of 2,000 new readérs and subseribers to' LABOR ACTION.
We expect to achieve this goal—perhaps even go over it—and find very
welcome all the support already received. During the month of March, we
shall print in this column the reports showing results obtained, activities
being ecarried out, ete. All eyes on the forward march of the March Suhscr]p-

tion Drive!

PAYMENTS TO LABOR ACTION:

[y

Many branchés of the Workers Party and literature agents havé fallen
-sharply behind in their payments to LABOR ACTION for the bundles they:
are receiving. This is offsetting a lot” of the financial iniprovement miade
recently during the Christmas LABOR ACTION Fund Drive. Latest billg
have been sent out this past week, and all Literature Agents are urged to
take immediate steps to bring the:r accounts up to date. The cities listed
below are particularly in bad standing; with local New York worst of all:

New York Chicago’ Los Angeles
Akron - San Francisco Reading
Buﬁ‘alo Detroit Seattle

The following subscrlptmﬁs and rénewals weré received 'during the last
week of Fébruary. Next week, we shall begin to report on the subs received
for the LABOR ACTION subscﬂptlon campaign, when we expect a real
Jjump forward in- the total subs sent in' each weék:

NEW YORK CITY
Buffalo

Chicago ...

Detroit

awaken' the masses of mankind from - %8

that demon slumber of ignorance
has been spoken of by that carpén-
ter of Nazareth over 1900 years ago.
May the masses of mankind  find
through their own wisdom and eh-
lightenment out of papers “of-iruth,
a b&tter world in which to live.

* D. Charles Calvin,”
St. Louis, Mo..

4 You Can- Subscribe"'\«

To Labor Action
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In our last issue we published a news report on the testimony
of Gordon Haskell, speaking for the San Francisco Bay Area
branch of the Workers Party, before the Joint Legislative Com-
mittee on Housing. Below we publish the greatest part of Com-

* rade Haskell's testimony. We wish also o take this occasion to
correct an unfortunate typographical error that appeared in our
, hews report. The sentence which read that the WP spokesman and
the NAACP representative "opposed government housing” should
obviously have read "proposed government housing."
.
By GORDON HASKELL
For the San Francisco Bay Area Branch, WP

FACTUAL INFORMATION AND A PROGRAM TO SOLVE
THE HOUSING CRISIS PRESENTED TO THE JOINT
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AT .
OAKLAND, CALIF., ON FEB. 18, 1947

In the present housing crisis in California we confront a
problem which has not come upon us unawares. It existed here
and in the rest of the country, not only before the Second
World War and not only since the depression of the thirties.
Inadequate housing—housing shortage, these are and have
been an integral part of the much ballyhooed American way of
life. , |

The editors of Fortune Magazine, men who can hardly be
charged with excessive opposition to the capitalist system,
wrote in 1932, “Housing is thé one field where private enter-
-prise and individual initiative have notoriously failed, and it
is by no means an overstatement to say that the housing situ-
ation is the disgrace of American industry.” They charged
further that in that year “Less than one-half of the homes in
America measure up to minimum standards of health and
decency.” ”

In 1923 in its “Report on the Housing Shortage” the Com-
mission ‘of Immigration and Housing of California stated that
in “1919 to 1920 the crisis came for California and industrial

--and social bodies saw a necessity for action” and at that time

“Every conceivable means of shelter was utilized as congestion

. + . became almost unbelievable.” (California Commission of

Immigration and Housing, Report on the Housing Shortage,
p. 1.) In concluding the Committee wrote,

"Something must be done, for unless the housing conditions

of our people of moderate income are improved, there will

. be no improvement in our civilization. Nothing so closely

touches the individual or the race as its type of shelter—

J nothing has so forceful an influence on the individual as his

immediate surroundings, and this is particularly true of the

young individual,” (Ibid, p. 21.)

If we accept the analysis of the commission referred to
.above, no improvement has taken place in our civilization since
1923. In fact, it has detériorated as the housing situation has
deteriorated. The influx of population to California, during and
since the war has simply aggravated the housing shortage

. until it has taken on the aspects of  a true sbeial catastrophe.

THE HOUSING SHORTAGE IN OAKLAND

During the five-year period from 1940 to 1945, the popula-
tion in Oakland has increased 32.6 per cent while family hous-
ing increased only 13.4 per cent. As of January, 1946, the Oak-
land Housing Authority estimated requirements of new family

" dwelling units at 23,789 and the number of substandard units
which needed to be rehabilitated at 29,800. These estimates
were based on existing need without any provision made for
population growth during the time required -to build or re-
habilitate the 54,689 dwelling units in question. (Oakland
Housing Authority, Analysis of the Oakland Housing Shortage
as of January, 1794%.) iy :

The -testimony before this committee to date has been vir-
tually unanimous in its insistence that private industry be
permitted to solve the housing crisis. With few exceptions, the
men testifying before your committee have advocated as their
program some form, concealed or otherwise, of governmental
subsidy to private industry for this purpose. I propose to
analyze these suggestions below. To date in Oakland the pri-
vate housing construction industry has miserably failed to pro-
vide for more than a microscopie fraction of the existing need.

The Oakland Chamber of Commerce reports that in the first
eleven months of 1946 a total of 1,273 new living units were
built in Metropolitan Oakland. The total building permifs for
single family dwellings granted during the same peried amounted
to 911, with an ‘estimated value of over $5,000,000. At a time
when the whole community was crying for housing above all
else, permits were granted for a total value of over $16,000,000
of non-housing construction. In other words, permits were issued
for industrial commercial construction of triple the value of
housing construction. This, despite all the public utterances of
politicians and laws purporting to guarantee priority to the
housing of veterans over all other construction. :

The testimony before this committee has established the
fact that private industry cannot build housing units to rent
for less than $50 per month. The Oakland Housing Authority
estimated at the beginning of last year that 60, per cent of the
families in Oakland cannot afford to pay more than $35 per
month for their total housing cost. At that time the Authority
stated that 30,000 Oakland families were by income and due to
their present housing situation, eligible to live in the perma-
nent public housing projects..Only 922 family dwelling units
of that type were then available, and to my knowledge none have
been built since. In the face of this crying need for housing
of 96,000 people in this city, the Oakland Housing .Authority
had at that time applied to the federal government for a loan
sufficient to provide for only 5,000 additional units, or one-sixth
of the estimated need. :

HOUSING SHORTAGE AS A SOCIAI. CATASTROPHE

Statistical treatment alone can never adequately portray
the devastating social effects of the housing shortage. In human
terms it. presents one of the darkest chapters of the black book
of life of the poor under American capitalism. The problems
of erime, of broken homes, of disrupted families, disease, juven-
ile delinquency and of mass neurosis if not caused by, are at
least aggravated by the crowded, cheerless, unsanitary condi-
tions under which the poor are forced to live by the failure of
both private industry and government to meet the minimum
needs of decent housing. ...

The relation of over-crowding fo juvenile delinquency can be
illustrated by the following. In High School District No. 1 in West
Oakland, 25 per cent of the city's population is crowded into
15 per cent of its land area. This high school district had 38 per
cent of the juvenile delinquency cases in the city, or a rate of
5.3 per hundred juveniles living in it. (Research Dept., Council of
Social Agencies, Community Chest, Oakland, Calif., Juvenile
Delinquency 1940-1945, Table L, p. 20.) ’

In a speech delivered in New York on April 13, 1940, Edith
Elmer Wood made the following observations: i

“The Bureau of Animal Industry in the' Department of
Agriculture issues a long series of farmer’s bulletins on the
housing of live stock, dairy cattle, 'beef caftle, horses, sheep,
hogs, and poultry. It comes out roundly with delightfully dog-
matic statements such as: ‘Dryness, good ventilation, and free-
dom from drafts are the first requisites of buildings for sheep.’

. ‘If little pigs are to get the right kind of a start in life, they

must have plenty of sunshine.’ ‘Growing chickens and laying
hens need comfortable homes ‘that are dry and roomy with
plenty of fresh air and sunlight. It never pays to overcrowd
them.’” Fortunate farm animals! No one writes doctors’ theses
to prove that there'is no casual relation between their 'health
and their housing.” (American Public Health Association,
Committee on the Hygiene of Housing. Housing for Health,
1941, p. 7.) , - '

The disparity between the housing conditions provided for
our farm animals and thoge for human beings under the profit
system is an index of its real social values, It is profitable to
provide housing for beasts. There is no profit in providing
houses for men, women and little children.

In 1940 it was estimated that 30,000 fatal accidents take
place in homes each year, or, and I quote “nearly as many as
are attributable to the automobile. Can it be doubted that
rickety steps and rotten handrails, dark stairways, wood stoves
and kerosene lamps contribute to a substantial proportion of
these fatalities?” (Ibid, p. 8.)

THE NEGRO AND THE HOUSING PROBLEM

The weight of the housing shortage falls with double and
triple force on the Negro community in America. They are hit
first by the fact that the overwhelming majority of Negroes
are in the lowest income brackets due to-job discrimination.
Restrictive covenants, the rules of the housing authorities, and
where these two fail, sheer physical terror are used to keep the

egroes crowded into the American version of the ghetto. For
Negroes it is doubly difficult to finance and build homes through
the channels of private enterprise. They have to pay higher in-
terest on loans, and it.is almost impossible for them to acquire
building sites due to the general overcrowding of the so-called
“black belts” to which they are confined.

For Negroes, more than for any other section of the popu-
lation, publie housing is the only answer. It is not just a ques-
tion ‘of curing a patent social injustice. Mr. Robert C. Weaver,
Director of Community Services, American Council of Race
Re_latiorta, testified before the Senate Banking and Currency
Committeee on December 14, 1945, as follows:

"... there is hardly an.aspect of tension involving minority
groups which is not reloted to housing. Restricted areds,
high rents, and Inferior accommodations spell economic ex-
ploitation, [l health, inadequate schools, hospitals, recrea-
tion and city services. They bring suffering, despair and
disillusionment and frustration. They result in disorganized
communities. They encourage adult and juvenile delinquency.
They invite and nurture political corruption and cynicism,

They foster group antagonism and group chauvinism.".

(Statement of Robert C. Weaver, Director of Community
Services, American Council on Race Relations before the
Sel'l::c Banking and Currency Committee, Dec. 14, 1945,
p. 4 '

I hardly think, gentlemen, that it should be necessary for
me to add much to this statement by Mr. Weaver. Suffice it-to
say, that these tensions are in no way lessened by the fact that

the Negro veterans who were segregated and diseriminated -

against while in thé armed services now find themselves equally
segregated and discriminated against in the post-war housing
program. Of the total of 254,000 temporary housing accommo-

dations provided for veterans during 1946, only 5,000 or less

than two per cent were specified for colored veterans, and as
late as last October, only 1,600 of these were available for
actual use. Yet the ratio of Negro to white men in the armed
services during the late war allegedly. waged against the race
hatred of Nazism was about ten per cent and not two per cent.
(Statement by Reginald Johnson, housing coordination of the
National Urban League, reported in a NNPA dispatch dated
New York, Feb. 15, 1947.)

!ROGRAM TO SOLVE THE HOUSING PROBLEM

In presenting the Workers Party program to solve the hous-

ing crisis in California, I wish to make it clear to the com-
mittee that in our opinion this problem can and must be solved,
it should not be played around with. The facts I have presented

| The San Francisco Workers Party Branch Presents
_ Its Detailed Program for California Housing '

here, both in the form of statistics and that of opinions: of
eminent authorities on the social implications of the housing
crisis mean to us, at least, that the proportions of this erisis
require the most drastic and complete measures. .

Representatives of the Construction Industry, of the. State
Department, of the American Legion, of the Building Trades Coun-
cil and the State AFL as well as others who have appeared be-
fore this committee have insisted that the government should not
enter into competition with what they chose to call "free enter-
prise” in building houses, except, perhaps, as a last resort. | sub-
mit, however, that the government:cannot "compete™ with' pri-
vate capital in providing housing for those who really need it,
for the simple reason that private capital isn't in the game.

It is clear, however, that the same gentlemen who cry out
at the thought of government building houses for the people
who need them are not at all averse to government subsidizing
them to build, own and profit from. the construction of multiple-
unit, low-cost rental housing for the people.

Mr. Washburn, State Director of Reconstruction and Reem-
ployment, for instance stated in his prepared testimony that
"public monies should not be expended for the purpose’ of meet-
ing the differentiul between the cost veterans can afford for

housing and the rental owners must get to make as much profit

as they believe they are entitled to make. But on pp. 14 and 15
of his report he proposes that this difference be raised by twe
forms of tax relief for the owners. With the best of will | can
see little difference between a subsidy granted outright from the
public treasury to our captains of industry who can't provide
housing for the people, and a concealed subsidy given in the form
of tax relief.

Mr. McDonald of the Building Trades Council and others .

have proposed to this committee that the government, state
and federal, provide the land for privately constructed hous-
ing free of charge. Again a subsidy, which will cost the poor
heavily in taxes so that the contractors and real estate inter-
ests can keep on muleting them through rents. '

Mr. Washburn further proposed that to encourage the con-
struction of multiple-unit dwellings, all rent ceilings be re-
moved from new construction of this type. (P. 13, his report.)
That is a good idea, if Mr. Washburn wants to guarantee that
no -dwellings be built for the average veteran and worker by
private industry, and that ample housing be built for those
who are already comfortably situated in apartments and homes
with a rental of $75 and up per month.

No, gentlemen, these men who appeared before you must
have been joking when they opposed government. built housing
for the veterans and workers of California. For their own testi-
mony here proves by their own figures, and even more, by their
own proposals that no one else is ‘going to build housing except
the government either directly or indirectly through concealed
subsidy. .

Now -the guestion is, gentlemen, is the government actually
going to build housing for the poor, or is it also going to make
jokes at their expense? When the Oakland Housing Authority
says there are 30,000 families in our city who neéd public
housing, and then proposes to build 5,000 units, that is a joke,
When the state government proposes to spend some $200,000,-
000 on a road building program and appropriates the mag-
nificent sum of $1,000,000 for a revolving fund.to help veterans
buysurplus federal building materials, that too is a joke on
the hundreds of thousands of véterans now living doubled up

‘in Galifornia.

‘Fhe Workers Party proposes that either the State Govern-
menti‘and’ the Federal Government, and the local gevernments
qp‘p?&riﬂ_h the necessary funds to really build the homés needed
for WHe' veterans and workers and all the poor people of this
couritry to be housed in decency and comfort, or that they openly
admit that all the talk about solving the housing problem is just

so much kidding, and that the people might as well prepare them-

selves to live in dirt and squalor for a leong, long time because
neither private capital nor the government which suppoerts the
system of private capital is going to build -homes for them to
live in. =

‘The program of the Workers Party is for a 250 billion
dollar federal housing program. Surely the government which
was able to raise two billion dollars for the atomic bomb and
which was able to raise hundreds upon hundreds of billions to
fight the war can raise these sums to house its own people.

For the State of California we propose that the $200,000,000
proposed for the highway program be allocated to the immedi-
ate construction of low-cost rental housing, and that. the state
government raise an additional $1,000,000,000 by a corporate
profits tax to add to 'this sum. -

We propose an immediate state law freezing all rentals, to

take effect if and when the federal law is repealed or modified-

in any way to permit increases in rentals. By no means should
the state government leave this matter in the hands of city and
county governments as advocated by Mr. Washburn, as these
are notoriously subject to the pressure of the building industry
and real estate interests. -

We propose that a large portion of the moneys appropriated
for housing be used to clear the blight of the slums from our
cities, after making adequate provision on a temporary basis
for those who will have to move while construction is taking
place.

And finally, we propose a law rendering all restrictive cove-
nants against racial minorities illegal, and further laws to pre.
vent state or local housing authorities from perpetuating the
ghetto system of racial segregation and discrimination in our
cities. Housing must and should be allocated according fo need,
and not according to-color.
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Harold Draper

Draper Hits Jim Crowism
In Chamber of Commerce

Below we publish the text of the speech made to the'Crenshaw
Chamber of Commerce by Harold Draper, Workers Party candidate
for councilman in District 7 of Los Angeles. See. page 1 for news story.

“In these three minutes allotted to each candidate my remarks
" shall have to be a bit blunt if what has to be said is.to be said.

“I want to note first that in this presentation of candidates before
the Chamber of Commerce two out of the eight candidates in the dis-:
trict have not been invited. These two are the Negro candidates. You

have refused to give your members an opportu-
nity to meet them. I can only conclude that the
Chamber of Commerce heads have already made
up their minds on no -other grounds than the color
of their skin—that is, on the basis of open racial
prejudice. This is unfair and it is undemocratic.
It is your legal privilege, I suppose, but it is an
indication of intolerance. I am aware of your rea-

“Your organization is one of the creators of the
racial restrictive covenant—the instrument which
condemns tens of thousands of Negro people in
this city to squeezing into overcrowded ghettos,
to the detriment of their health, happiness and
their very lives—which puts fictitious property
values above real human rights, to the satisfaction
of real estate interests and race-baiters.

“I speak net as a lily white candidate nor, of course, as a Negro can-
didate, not as a racial candidate of any' kind—but a§ a werking class
and socialist candidate. And I must say that what we socialists say
about organizalisns such as this could not have been more clearly
affirmed than by this gathering here.

“I am sure that there are some decent people here; I urge them to
‘be courageous enough to protest this racism so that they may still be
able to use the words freedom and justice without hypocrisy.”

- ] o

Save Rent Control - -

(Continued from page 1)

bor, and the committee heard the
side of the realtors, whose profits
are the highest of all time. Presum-
ably the capitalist politicians brought
unbiased minds to the question. But
they thought that the arguments of
the realtors for more profits weighti-
er than those of tenants and of la-
bor against boosting the cost of liv-
ing.

The landlords pretend that the
whole housing crisis is caused by
rent control. The president of the
National Association of Real Estate
Boards brazenly stated that because
“We have fixed rents at about 60 per
cent of their proper level...we have
caused an expansion in demand—an
extravagant and ' wasteful use of
housing.” Get that, you veterans
living with your in-laws or even you
fortunate ones living in Quonsel
huts. Get that, you Negro veterans
especially, who out of 250,000 tempo-
rary housing units for all veterans
have been assigned 5,000, and of
. these only 1,600 have been made ac-
tually available. Such reasoning can
be reduced fo this: A quart of liguid
would go into. a pint measure if the
price of the pint measure would only
be increased. . :

But of course the “serious” point
in the Congressional mind in boost-
ing rent and relaxing rent controls
on new building is to provide “in-
centive” to private enterprise to in-
vest its money in building homes. To
which point_there is a human one
to counter: Should children be de-
prived of milk, eggs, vegetables, of
shoes or clothing, or a check-up by
the doctor,- while their parents pay
rent high enough to give landlords
the profit incentive the latter think
they ought to have?

RENTS AND HOUSES

The need for housing is too basic
and too compelling to be left to pri-
vate enterprise, so-called. This great
public lack must be filled by a gov-
ernment building program. LABOR
ACTION and -the Workers Party
come out for a $250,000,000,000 fed-
eral building program for the next
five years.

The rent question is

tion. Tenants and workers must or-
ganize not only, for immediate pro-
tection against the landlords, but to
demand a fundamental solution for

intimately -
* connected with the building ques- .

the housing crisis. The solution is to
take housing out of the greedy
clutches of private enterprise.

It is not possible. for -capitalist
politicians schooled in capitalist ide-
ology to see this point. The veteran
sharing a single room with a wife
and three children, the worker whose
rept bill deprives his children of cer-
tain foods, clothing or medical care,
will have to do something about
getting themselves a political party
of their own—one that will see the
point!

CONTACTS AID
WP CAMPAIGN
IN LOS ANGELES

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 26— Several
new contacts  were enlisted in the
campaign for Hal Draper, Workers
Party councilmanic candidate from
the. Seventh' District, at . a special
meeting in Elks Temple tonight. In

his informal talk, Draper, who is,

Los Angeles WP organizer, empha-
sized that this campaign was differ-
ent. “Unlike capitalist candidates, 1
am not interested in getting votes
any old way,” he said. “For us so-
cialists, an election campaign is an
action to win supporters of our pro-
gram, not a vote fol a so-called ‘good
man.'"”

This get-together afforded an op-
portunity for candidate and contacts
to become acquainted and discuss not
only the political significance of the
campaign but also its practical prob-
lems. The work yet to be done was
outlinéed with particular mention  of
the distribution of 5,000 copies of the

special March 2 Los Angeles cam- .

paign issue of LABOR ACTION

Several people who could not at-
tend the meeting -sent postal cards
pledging their active support. Eve-
ning contacting continues and prom-
ises to add additional workers to the
force of campaigners.

ELECTION RALLY

‘Harold Draper will speak on “A
Socialist Program to Smash Jim
Crow, Sunday, March 30, at 8 P. M.
Elks Temple, 40th and Central.
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By HENRY JUDD

ple (refugees from the Russian-occu-

(4) In 1946, the agricultural pro-

that this country .and its people must

group listed abové, made from army

“For all of them (the German peo-
ple)—in food, warmth and shelter—
have been sunk to.the lowest level

. known in o hundred years of West-
ern history.”—From Hoover Mission
report on Germany.

@

The published report of the Hoo\_rt?r
mission sent to study the’ economic
“and food situation in the western

half of Germany (British and Amer- °

ican zones, less the French zone)
has strikingly confirmed the worst
beliefs of those who have described
what is going on, as well as verifying
what has often been charged in LA-
BOR ACTION—namely, that tens of
millions of German people, workers,
peasants and middle-class, are
threatened with extinction by hun-
ger, cold; misery and disease. The

. facts of the Hoover report were not

gathered together by a LABOR AC-
TION editor; they are the facts ad-
mitted and made public by Herbert
Hoover, a conservative and reaction-
ary political figure if one ever exist-
ed. What does Hoover have to say?

HOOVER FINDINGS
We summarize the most important
findings contained in- his report as

follows:
(1) The population of western Gar-
many has increased by 9,000,000 peo-

pied tferritories) since 1939; whereas
there were 34 million, there are now
43 million people jammed together.
Their housing situation is the "worst
that modern civilization has ever
seen." They average four to five per-
sons per room; unheated rooms we
hasten to add.

(2) During the war, 5,700,000 .

Germans (right out of the most pro-
ductive . layers of the "population)
were killed, or permanently injured
to the extent that they can no longer
produce. On top of this, there are
3,000,000 German prisoners in Rus-
sia (Hoover adds, “at least”);
750,000 in France;.400,000 in Eng-
land; 40,000 in Belgium—a total of
almost 4,500,000 German men who
have vanished from the nation. Or,
stated otherwise, over ten million
German men—workers and farmers,
producers—have been kidnaped or
destroyed. Is there any wonder that
the German nation is faced with the
deepést social problem any nation
has ever had to face?

{3) As a result of this, in the age
group between 20 and 60 (that is, the
important productive and reproduc-
tive age levels); there are at least six
to seven million more women than
men. The effect of this factor upen
Germany's birth rate, upon Its social

and moral ﬂnnder_da. is obvious.

duction of the western zones was 65
per cent of the pre-war level. There
are,. as we have seen, nine million
more people to be fed. Little wonder
that the 1,600 calorie daily standard
prescribed by the military occupation
is hardly ever lived up to—a stand-
ard, incidently, that is one-half of
the average American food intake.
The Hoover report summarizes the
results of this slow-starvation diet as
follows:

(a) Over half of the western zone's
6,595,000 children and young adoles-
cents are.in a '"deplorable condition."

(b) A "considerable part" of the
normal consumer's group (17 million}
are in the same "deplorable” condi-
tion. This deplorable state means, ac-
cording to Hoover, a loss of weight,
a loss of vitality, a loss in the ability
to work. It is a condition of chronic
hunger, weakness and susceptibility to
iliness (Hoover notes the spread of
TB, the poor man's disease), rein-
forced by the cold of Europe’s worst
winter in decades.

Nothing less than the fate of
‘“‘western civilization” is' at stake,
pieusly declares Mr. Hoover. Let us
see what he proposes to do about
saving this “western civilization.”

HIS RECOMMENDATIONS

Confronted by the above, the an-
swer of any sane person would be

be given a completely, unhampered
opportunity to work, to rebuild its
shattered cities and industries, to

- produce. On this subject, Mr. Hoover
has little or nothing to say—he is’

primarily interested in immediate
measures to prevent a full prostra-
tion.

That is, despite his words to the
contrary, he approaches it as a prob-
lem of large-scale charity, except that
he proposes measures that will assure
the German people paying for the
charity, in the end, rather than the
American "taxpayers,"” whose inter-
ests he is repeatedly concerned with
in his report. Any expenditures are to
be repaid for by the Germans, in the
form of exports they will eventually
be able to ship out. And, sound busi-
ness man that he is, Hoover proposes’
a nice, profitable tax on any American
expenditures (loans) that must be ad-
vanced. ¢

But what of his concrete propos-

" als? They are so piddling and insig-

nificant in nature that we hesitatg
to take them seriously. In effect,
Hoover—a man skilled in the manip-
ulation of wasteland, depression, eco-
nomic existence—would create a net-
work of soup kitchens to eover this
devastated land. He proposes a soup
kitchen economy!

A hot lunch for the children in the

. imported

10-in-1 rations, and aimed to in-
crease calories by 350 per day.
Three hundred and fifty more eal-
ories for those of the aged and de-
crepit who are medically certified as

‘needing such an inerease( and who

in’ Germany doeg not?).

The advancing of a portion of the
normal consumers’ population from
their present ration status to that of
heavy industrial workers’ status.

STOP-GAG PROPOSALS

All this means more food must be
to Germany; therefore
Hoover proposes the use of 75 idle
Liberty boats, manned by German
crews: He also proposes use of the
huge American potato surplus, now
rotting in warehouses and on the
fields. And, finally, Hoover proposes
to do away with the fantastie regu-
lation that has forbidden German
fishermen to fish in the North and
Baltic seas. ;

. All these measures are stop-gap
proposals, and fail to touch the basic
problems of reconstruction, return of
the war prisoners, freeing of the Ger-
man people from the rule and, regula-
tion of the foreign occupants, and, in
general, the real problem of getfing
the German economic structure back
at work and reconstruction again.
These are measures of hypocritical

charity, attempting to offset the

. worst and most brutal phases of the

Allied occupation policy. The failure
of this policy, after almost two years,
is now admittedly complete.

Germany must be allowed to live;
this is the necessary socialist and
working class slogan for this tragic
land. The present rulers of Germany
—in all zones—are rapidly bringing
that land to the greatest imagin-
able catastrophe. The saime leaders
and “democratic” spokesmen who so
loudly condemned the Nazi plans, for
the conscious extermination of whole
peoples (as in Poland, for example)
are now pursuing methods that in-
evitably will legd to similar, if not
more severe results. The issue is, in
reality—are millions of Germans to
be doomed to death from hunger,
slow undermining of their constitu-
tions, endemic diseases and cold? |

Instead of Hoover’s proposals, the
socialist movement demands:

An immediate halt to dismantling of
plants and factories. y

An immediate end of reparation
shipments and payments, no matter to
whom they are due.

An immediate halt of all coal ship-
ments outside of Germany,

The turning over of Germany to its
people; the withdrawal of any .and all

foreign, armed forces from the coun-

try.
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a Hoover Report Proposes Soup Kitchen Economy for Germany

The unhampered right of the Ger-
man people to engage in trade and
export with foreign lands; the right
to fish and use what remains of their
merchant marine for bringing in food.
An end to the policy of mass starva-
tion of the German workers and ‘[urm-
ers and middle class,

Build a Library of
Socialist Classics
LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
has selected the -cheapest,
most authoritative editions
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky to make it possible
for the readers of Labor
Action to own a complete set
of the classics of our move-
ment at nominal prices. Any
book in print pertaining to
socialist theory may be ob-

tained through us.
SEND FOR LIST:

LABOR ACTION

BOOK SERVICE

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

w5

>




	v11n10-p1-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p2-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p3-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p4-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p5-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p6-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p7-mar-10-1947-LA
	v11n10-p8-mar-10-1947-LA

