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By IRVING HOWE

Leon Trotsky, the great revolutionary leader, was
murdered by the GPU, Stalin’s secret murder gang.

Leon Trotsky's murder was partly planned and pre-
pared in New York City—in the headquarters of the
local section of the GPU and its appendage and serv-
ant, the American Communist (Stalinist) Party.

Leon Trotsky’s murder was planned and prepared
in New York by the GPU with the aid of the American

Communist Party, and among those intimately involved
in the preparations were such nationally known leaders
of American Stalinism as Earl Browder, Jack Stachel
and — Louis Budenaz.

These are the sensational revelations spilled from
the pen of an ex-Stalinist leader—Louis Budenz, former
editor of the Daily Worker and now a convert to the
Catholic Church. In his Book, This Is My Story (Whit-
tlesey House, $3.00), there appears for the first time

part of the inside story of the workings of Stalin's mur-
der machine in the Western Hemisphere.

Budenz’'s book offers inside corroboration of the
charges made by the Trotskyist movement, as well as
other sections of the socialist and
the GPU murdered Trotsky; that the GPU murdered
innumerable other anti-Stalinist revolutionaries, like
Ignace Reiss; that the GPU kidnapped from this coun-
try and probably murdered such dissatisfied tools of its

radical world, that

Budenz Reveals GPU Plotted Trotsky Murder In New York!
apparatus as Julia Stuart Poyntz; and that the GPU
ruled and still rules with an iron hand the American
Communist Party, whose “leaders’ cringe and tremble
like slaves before these secret agents of the Kremlin.

Though these facts were known before and proved
in many ways, Budenz’s testimony is the first evidence
from inside the top American Stalinist circles, and is
therefore mighty valuable despite our detestation for

Budenz's career as a Stalinist bureaucrat. :
(Continued on page 6)
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By DAVID COOLIDGE

"This constitutional court" which,
according to Lewis "is, and we be-
lieve will ever be, the protector of
American liberties, and the rightful
privileges of individual citizens,” has
handed its:reply fo John L. Lewis and
the coal miners. This United States
Supreme Court, this constitutional
court, this protector of liberty, this
protagonist of "the rightful privileges
of individual citizens,” has decided in
favor of the government and against
the miners. The court has decided

WILL JOHN L. LEWIS ANSWER THE QUESTION?

| Who Runs the Supreme Court?

that the miners have no "rightful priv-
ileges" as "individual citizens,” or as
an organization of workers, which ‘Hl"
government is bound to respect, in

isputes between that government and
an organization of citizens who are
workers.

The Supreme Court by a 7 to 2

vote sustained the contempt convie-
tion of Lewis and the UMWA. By a

5 to 4 vote the court held that the

Norris-LaGuardia Act does not ap-
ply to those situations in which the
government is technically and legally

impact of which will be felt
child in the country.
The price of most popular

bread.

rake in their profits.

enough to leave a SURPLUS
needs.

meat!
These FOOD PROFITEERS

within their reach.

Despite the ballyhoo about

allowed to get away with it!

York City area went from 14 to 15 cents a loaf. Other cities
report increases up to.three cents a loaf.

This is bread, not caviar. It is a basic food, and a basic
necessity. The poorer the family, the more important the

National baking associations have blamed the price
jump on soaring prices in wheat, overseas shipments and
increased labor costs: But these excuses are deliberate and
outright lies to conceal the real reason: PROFITS. The
national baking companies do not care if a family has to de-
prive itself of some other food in order to pay for the in-
creased cost in the loaf of bread. Just so long as they can

Overseas shipments of wheat are infinitesimal as com-
pared with wheat consumption here. And this has been a
year of excellent crops; the grain harvests have been

Profits of the bread baking firms have becn so large
that labor costs would have to triple before puiting a dent
into the baking companies' huge rate of profit.

A recently issued National City Bank bulletin shows
that sixteen bread baking firms doubled their profits in
1946 over 1945, stacking up a neat little profit of $44,665,-
000 AFTER all taxes and expenses. '

The same holds true of other food industries, notably

.ability to manage and direct the most vital of a!l industries.
It is a situation which calls for NATIONALIZATIO.l OF THE
FOOD INDUSTRY UNDER WORKERS' CONTROL so that the
people can be assured of their basic necessities at prices

It is a situation which also calls for general consumer
action, just as the rent situation calls for tenant action.
* Tenants and consumers are the same people. They can plan
their action together, buttressed by the support and direct
representation and leadership of the unions in each locality
and nationally. Buyers’ strikes and every medium of organ-
ized pressure are the order of the day.

in columns of newspaper publicity about a cut in the price
of admission to some movie house), prices are going up, and
strangling the people’s standard of living. The hue and cry
of last year must therefore be renewed.

Bread is one cent dearer. The profiteers must not be

For Bread . ...

Bread went up one cent a loaf this week!
A cent is a small unit. But this is momentous news, the

by every man, woman and

brands of bread in the New

after overseas cnd domestic

have demonstrai ] their in-

a decline in prices (“proved”

B
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the employer.

The court also commanded the
UMWA to withdraw the notice of
the termination of its contraect with
the government. Should the UMWA
fail to do this the union will become

_ liable to the $3,600,000 fine imposed

by Judge Goldsborough and not the
reduced fine of $700,000 set by the
Supreme Court.

YARIATIONS OF OPINION

Although the justices.of the Su-
preme Court were able to come to

agreement on the question of con- -

Slatée’ ??#Backed by Reuther Wins- -

tempt and on the question of the ap-
plicability of the Norris-LaGuardia

.Act, there were all sorts of varia-
1ions of "opinion’ betwpen’ them as to-

their reasons for voting the way they
did. ; :

Five documents were necessary to
outline the positions of the justices on
the two questions; a total of 56,000
words. Jackson agreed with Vinson
but said that the Norris-LaGuardia
Act did not apply. Rutledge dissented
in 44 pages. Black and Douglas partly
dissented and partly agreed. Murphy
dissented and Frankfurter concurred.
Vinson said that the miners and the
government hgd the relation of em-
ployer and employe. Frankfurter and
Jackson voted with Vinson, not be-
cause the Norris-LaGuardia Act ap-
plied but because Lewis should have
obeyed the order of Goldsborough,
even though the act did not apply.
The union should have waited for a
"peaceful” settlement on appeal to
the higher court. :

According to Black and Douglas,
the miners were government em-
ployes. Black held that sinece Con-

Seek ‘‘Compromise’’ Formula to Boost Rents

gress did not expressly say that the
act applied to the government, the
court could not take the position that
it did. Rutledge and I\furphy took
the position that the injunction was
jurisdictionally inyalid when issued
and that therefore violation of the
injunction could not be cause for con-
tempt. i,

Vinson was very sharp in his eriti-
"cism of Lewis and the UMWA. The
strike of the min%-a was a violation
“of the rights of other citizens.” The
improvement in the condition of the

2

miners and other citizens is due to
their having the “rights of free men
under our system of government. . .
the overriding loyalty of all is to our
country.” The conduct of Lewis and
the UMWA before Go]dsborough‘.
“showed a total lack of respect for
the judicial process.” Rutledge said
that to construe the Norris-LaGuar-
dia Act in the manner of the major-
ity was,“to go beyond our function

and intrude upon that of Congress.”.

The Constitution did not contemplate
(Continued on page 7)

By EMANUEL GARRETT

_ The Supreme Court decision holding John L. Lewis and the
United Mine Workers Union guilty of violating an injunction is
a matter of far-reaching concern to the labor movement. The
action of the Supreme Court is of a piece with the various
schemes that are now before the two bodies of Congress to cur-
tail the rights of labor. These schemes extend from the wildly
reactionary Ball bill, which would outlaw the closed shop, to the
"“mild" curbs proposed by Truman and such Republican "friends"”
of labor as Senator Wayne Morse. ' :

Together, the Supreme Court decision and ihé anti-labor pro--

posals being considered by Congress are part of a comprehen-
sive offensive launched by the captains of industry against labor.

Both have essentially the same immediate background—the elec-

toral swing li;si fall, which they interpret as a decline in the
power and influence of the labor movement. It is a commonplace
of American journalism to say that the Supreme Court follows

UAW Chrysler Local Election

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, March 9—The important
election campaign at Ghrysler Local
7. the home' local of R. J. Thomas,
UAW-CIO vice-president, ended last
week in the overwhelming triumph of
a pro-Reuther unity group, and a dis-
astrous personal defeat for Thomas.

Joe Hattley, a militant shop com-
mitteeman and a war veteran, defeat-
ed the Thomas-backed incumbent, Tom
Cunningham, three-time president, by
a record majority of 4,361 to, 2,526,
the largest proportional vote in the
history of the local. All other execu-
tive office candidates of the unity
group were swept into office in the
landslide.

The election results exceeded the
fondest hopes of the Reuther forces
in the local union. Only two weeks
ago, Walter Reuther, international
union president, had appeared béfore
the Chrysler local membership to re-
pudiate the wild charges hurled at
him by R. J. Thomas, in connection
with the Allis-Chalmers strike. The
contrast between the programmatic
speech of Reuther, and the irrespon-
sible reply of a Thomas spokesman
helped the election campaign of the
unity group.

The unity group was a bloc of for-
mer Thomas supporters, Reuther
supporters, and independents, inclyd-
ing a substantial majority of the
shop committee and the chief stew-
ards. It presented a seven-point pro-
gram as its platform.

This program -was:

(1} For an immediate wage in-

crease without a price increase to
meet the rising cost of living, an en-
dorsement of the policy originally
presented by Walter P. Reuther.

(2) Automatjc wage increases to
cover any rise in the cost of living.

(3) For a guaranteed annual liv-
ing wage. .

(4) For an alert, vigilant, and mili-
tant body of shop stewards. The
threat of speed-up never ends. For a
body of stewards who are constantly
improving working conditions in the
shops and guarding against the deadly
speed-up.

(5) To pledge the local to fight
against diserimination of any kind
because of race, color, creed, or sex.

-We support and participate in the

struggle for a Fair Employment
Practices Act.

(6) Urging labor to fight for the
rights and benefits of veterans. A
pledge to carry on a struggle for
adequate housing, immediate cash
payment of flie state bonus out of a
tax on corporation profits; for a
federal bonus.

(7) Independent Political Action. It
has become increasingly clear that
both the Democratic and Republican
parties do not represent the interest
of labor. Labor must protest its gains
on the economic front by changing the
activities of the PAC of the CIO in
the direction of independent laber po-
litical action.

In the face of this militant pro- -

gram, the Cunningham-Thomas-Stal-
inist blo¢ had nothing to offer until

the last few days of the campaign
when they mailed out an imitation
of this same program, but with one
important addition. They denounced
the unity group program as “cut and
dried programs and a lot of empty
slogans written on_behalf of outside
interests,” a good red-baiting formu-
la, typical of the red-baiters, and of
the Stalinists in the Cunningham
camp. It was directed against a
group of militants in the unity group
tagged as “socialists ‘and Trotsky-
ites”

Outside of ‘this one leaflet by the
Cunningham camp, the election cam-
paign was the cleanest in the loeal’s
record. Of course, the inevitable un-
dertones and undercurrents of Jim
Crowism, red-baiting, personal char-
acter assassination, were not absent
but they were definitely submerged
by the major programmatic cam-
paign conducted by the unity group.

The selection of Joe Hattley by the
unity group for presidential ecandi-
date helped the campaign consider-
ably, for Hattley has an enviable
record as a vhilitant shop committee-
man, a founder of the union, a war
veteran, and a “non-factionalist.”
The rest of the slate compared very
favorably to the Cunningham caucus
candidates, with one exeeption.

The whole campaign of the unity
group was energetic and effective
compared to the Cunningham fight.
A demonstration, a motor caravan,
stickers, lapel cards, attractive leaf-
lets on speed-up problems, featured
the drive of the pro-Reuther forces.

the election returns. It will,
therefore, be up to the labor

movement to make it unmistaks

ably clear to the Supreme
Court and the Congressmen

that they have read the signs
incorrectly—namely, that they have
overlooked the .invineible power of
a MASSED and UNITED Ilabor
movement,

We- have here, in the Supreme
Court decision against the miners,
several things that are in many re-
spects far more dangerous than the
craziest schemes designed by labor-
hating Congressmen.

There is GOVERNMENT BY IN-
JUNCTION. Few things are more
abhorrent to the Ilabor movement
than this. Of necessity it compels the
concerted effort of a unity of action
that embraces every form of protest
and demonstration, including STOP
WORK OR STRIKE ACTION.

There is GOVERNMENT BY JU-
DICIARY. In years past, and often

in connection with injunction attacks .

on the rights of labor, it aroused the
common protest of the labor and,
more generally, the liberal move-
ment. Even the most dewy-eyed lib-
eral can see the danger it spells, for
it means the substitution of govern-
ment by court order for representa-
tive government, however emascu-
lated the latter may be under capi-
talist rule. ;

Together, GOVERNMENT BY IN-
JUNCTION and GOVERNMENT BY
JUDICIARY represent an invasion of
democratic liberties that can be more
severe in their consequences than the
vilest strike-breaking machinations.
They represent an attempt to bind
labor without coming face to face
with its mass strength.

We have' often commented that
however many may be the anti-labor

(Continued on page 2)

Tenants Must Organize to Stop Direct OR INDIRECT Steal by Congressional Servants of Real Estate Lobby

By SUSAN GREEN

The bill for a ten per cent across-
the-board rent increase has been
help up in the Senate Banking and
Currency Committee. The unpopu-
larity of this measure with every-
body but the real estate lobby, has
given the politicians some second
thoughts. After all, 50,000,000 tenants
wield a lot of votes.

Senator Tobey (K. N. H.) is re-
ported in favor of a compromise
measure. It seems that Senator
Sparkman (D., Ala.) has actually in-
troduced to the commitiee a so-
called compromise bill, It would
provide no rent increase by Con-
| gress, but return rent control to the
several states. This is the sort, of
“compromise” by which the realtors

would get their increased renis any-
way.

The effect of the Sparkman bill, if
passed, would be to banish the issue
of rent control from the national
scene as a whole, and allow each
state quietly to kill rent control and
to give the landlords unfettered free-
dom to charge what they please.

Another development on the rent
front is that Senator Tobey, who
chairmans the Senate Banking and
Currency Committee, has received a
request from Fiorello H. La Guardia
to reopen hearings. The “Litile Flow-
er” once again steps into the politi-
cal limelight, now as. chairman of a
newly formed National Fair Rent
Committee, La Guardia wants -hear-
ings continued before the Senate
committee to give %enants a chance

“to combat the real estate lobby's
drive to break rent ceilings.”

Among the notables acting with
the former New York City mayor
are Chester Bowles, former OPA ad-
ministrator; ex - Secretary# of Com-
merce Henry A. Wallace; Charles
Bolte, chairman of the American
Veterans Committee; James B. Carey,
secretary-treasurer of the Congress
‘of Industrial Organizations; and
others. The reported objective of
the National Fair Rent Committee is
to continue rent conirol through
June,- 1948, without a general rent
increase.

However, the new committee is
not opposed io specific rent boosts
“where the financial facts justify
such action.” This concern for the
financial hardships suffered by land-

lords is in line with the Truman ad-
ministration’s policy which right now
results in more than 30,000 rent
hikes each month.

La Guardia announced that “It is
our hope to assist the many tenants’
leagues and associations in making
their voice as effective in the halls
of Congress as the highly financed,
lush lobby of the real estate inter-
ests who have attempted to jam rent
legislation through the Congress.”

There is certainly no objection to
making the voice of the tenants of
the nation heard. But we must re-
member that the case of the tenants
has already been ably presented in
the Senate Banking and Currency
Commiitée by leaders of the CIO and
AFL, for instance. But their facts
and figures and appeals for consid-

eration of the hardships suffered by

tenants made little or no impression - I

on the committeemen. .

There are places from which the
voice of the tenants can be heard
much better than in Senate commit-
tee rooms. Neighborhood tenant or-
ganizations throughout the nation,
holding protest, meetings in ‘their
own localities, can make dozing com-
mitteemen sit up and take notice. In
a word, the tenants cannot rely on a

committee to do something for them.

in Washington,
There must be solidly organized
“tenant groups in every block, de-

termined to resist rent boosts. Their

voice lifted in public demonstrations
against rent finagling in Washington
would definitely reach) the ears of
the politicians. ’
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By DON SHANNON

DETROIT, March 3—Election” of

. officers at Ford Local 600, UAW-

CIOQ, the world’s largest local union,
got underway this morning when
workers of the Tool and Die Unit
went to-the polls-to cast their ballots.

Elections in the huge local—65,000
members in 16 units—start today,
and barring the possibility of a run-
off election will end March 29 when
the 6,000 workers of the Press Steel
Unit vote.

Five candidates are running for the
presidency of the local, two of whom
represent power caucuses. Thomas
Thompson, incumbent president, is run-
ning for re-election on a slate which
has the reluctant support of the Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party. His major
opponent is Michael Magee, a plant
committeeman, whose slate is domi-
nated by the Association of Catholic
Trade Unionists. Only other important
aspirant for the presidency is Robert
Lieberman, a leading Stalinist in the
Detroit area, recently expelled from
the Communist Party for his refusal
to support Thompson in the current
election.

The programs of the three major
candidates are practically identical.
Chief point in Thompson’s program
is his pledge to eliminate the mqgt
objectionable features of the present
contract with the Ford Motor Co.

contract he inherited from the pre-

vious ACTU administration.

SQUABBLES WITH STALINISTS

Elected to office in 1946 with the
enthusiastic support of the Stalin-
ists, Thompson and the majority of
the loecal officers have recently been
squabbling with this totalitarian
group. The fight reached such pro-
portions that it precipitated a split

" among the Stalinists, part of whom
sided with Thompson and the rest
with a flunkey they were considering
running against him.

Angered at the arrogance of the
Stalinist bureaucrats entrenched in
the local union whe plainly regarded
‘him os an errand boy, Thompson
cracked down with both fists, select-
ing Robert Lieberman, editor of the
local union paper, as his chief target.

Lieberman, for many years a mem-
ber of the Stalinist Party and from
the standpoint of seniority the oldest
bureauerat in Local 600, has for
years been regarded as the “unoffi-
cial” president of the local union
whenever a Stalinist-sponsored ré-

.~wgime held office. _
sl An ‘adroit politician schooled in.

the art of Stalinist double-dealing,
Lieberman was rewarded for his ma-
neuverings in Thompson’s behalf by
being* appointed editor of the local
.union paper when Thompson was
first elected to office.

LIEBERMAN QUITS

Recently Thompson and Lieber-
man clashed over the contents of the
paper. Believing himself indispen-
sable as editor of the paper Lieber-
man arrogantly tendered his resig-
nation. He was stunned when it was
accepted.

After this event the Stalinist lead-
ership, with a majority of their mem-
bership supporting Lieberman, seri-
ously considered withdrawing their
support from Thompson in favor of
a hand-picked stooge.

Thompson, however, with the sup-
port of most of the militant non-Stal-
inist workers in Local 600, refused to
capitulate to the Stalinists, making it
clear that he would run without their
support and fight them openly if they
attempted to split his caucus.

Angered at Thompson’s refusal to
capitulate and alarmed at the rank
and file support rallying around him,
the Stalinists, fearful of losing their
base in the largest UAW local,
cracked down on their members, or-
dering full support to Thompson:

Lieberman, refusing to obey the
command to support Thompson, an-

' I‘h’. PRING
of the
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nounced his candidacy as president

of Ford loeal and was publicly ex-

pelled from the Communist Party.
Following his expulsion he issued

a strong attack against Thompson

in a leaflet widely distributed
throughout the Ford plant. Had the
Ford workers forgotten that Lieber-
®*man was the Stalinist lackey who
during the war was the local union’s
most vociferous defender of the no-
strike pledge and incentive - pdy
plans, the leaflet might have had con-
siderable effect. The Ford workers,
however, have not forgotten.

RED-BAITING ACTU
Early last week the ACTU con-

trolled slate, headed by Michael Ma-

gee, entered the fray with the most
vicious red-baiting campaign wit-
nessed in any local union election to
date.

With photographers from the re-
actionary Detroit newspapers hiding

inside the f_a::tory gates, two men
suddenly appeared in front of the
plant, one of thém dressed as Joseph
Stalin andthe other wearing a top-
hat on which was pasted a sign read-
ing, “I'm Voting for Tommy and the
Commies.”

Rushing out from the factory
gates, the photographers snapped
pictures which shortly afterward ap-
peared in the Detroit newspapers.
The red-baiting drive was on.

This spectacle was followed by a
stream of literature issued by the
ACTU group in which the Thompson
slate was denounced as a group of
“reds.”

Unable to attack Thompson on any
other issues for there are none, in as
much as the programs of both
groups are similar, the ACTU has
made the red scare the issue of the
campaign,

Unhappily the

best elements

ACTION

Sharp Contest in Ford Local Election

among the Ford workers, due to the
absence of an anti-Stalinist left-
wing caucus, gravitate to the Stalin-
ist-supported Thompson slate. In no
local union are the ACTU elements
so reactionary as in Local 600. In-
capable of any constructive ideas
whatsoever, their only solution to the
workers’ problems is a witeh-hunt
against all militants in the loecal un-
ion with the Stalinists providing the
convenient point of attack.

Regardless of the outcome of the
election, when the progressive Ford
workers come to realize that the only
solution to their proplems lies in the
immediate formation of a militant
cducus of the rank and file then and
only then will the totalitarian Stalin-
ists and the red-baiting ACTU ele-
ments be defeated in Ford local.

Only then will Local 600 funection
for the benefit of its 65,000 members
and not for either of these reaction-
ary groups.

Government By Injunction - -

merely a Samuel Gompers, labor re- = control and, generally, in connection

(Continued from page 1)

bills in Congress, the Senators and
Representatives will think iwice be-
fore they enact any measures that
will provoke the instant indignation
of the millions upon millions of or-
ganized workers. Nevertheless, we
have warned. against permitting even
the mildest of restrictions to be legis-
lated, if only because they invariably
become entering wedges for more
severe measures.

STRENGTH OF THE UNIONS

So, too, in noting the bold pro-
nouncement of the steel industry that
¢+ it means to clip the unions’ wings,
we doubted that they would serious-
Iy try to effect their intentions—not
s0 long as an alert and vigilant and
tremendous steel workers’ union is
theére. Dividends do not come in for
long when steel mills are silent, ex-
cept for the tread of pickets oulside.
" It is precisely because the big in-
dustrialists appreciate the immensity
of union organization that they seek
now to rely on legislative and judi-
ciai means. They do not, for the
present, dare call on their goons and
professional union - busters, armed
with shotguns and tear gas. Hence,
they seek to turn the cleck back to
devices that were employed when
< the" labor “moveément- ‘was younger.
They hope to employ them more ef-

fectively because conditions have
changed.
Government intervention in the

affairs of industry and labor has kept
pace with the increasing concentra-
tion of ‘wealth. We have had ample
opportunity in the last few years to
observe how every struggle immedi-
ately involves the government, exert-
ing its centralized authority on be-
half of its masters, the monopolists
and profiteers. Executive interven-
tion has.not been enough, regardless
of how supine the labor leaders were.
The ranks of the men and women
who man the machines have kept
pressing for wage increases, for bet-
ter living standards—and the labor
leaders have had to listen to one de-
gree or another. Thus we have the
“refinement” of GOVERNMENT BY
INJUNCTION and GOVERNMENT
BY JUDICIARY.

NEW METHODS NEEDED

Neither of these can be tolerated!
If the monopolists are using old
methods in new and more highly de-
veloped circumlstaﬁ'ces, the union
movement is able to take counter-
measures in keeping with these new
cirecumstances. The union movement
was able to vanquish GOVERN-
MENT BY INJUNCTION when it
was infinitely weaker. At all times,
whether a magnificent figure like
Eugene V. Debs was involved or
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fused to submit to injunction pro-
cedure, fought it, and withessed vic-
tory in its fight with passage of the
Norris-La Guardia anti - injunction
act in 1932. That ‘act is now by way
of being dumped without benefit of
legislative ‘alteration. Various in-
junction maneuvers were attempted
this past year before the Supreme
Court decision; these will now be
multiplied. We are, however, in a
position to stop the frend dead in its
tracks.

What the union movement could
do years ago, it can do today, on an
infinitely more effective scale. Since
the early struggles against GOV-
ERNMENT BY INJUNCTION, the
AFL has grown in size, added mil-
lions to its ranks. The CIO has come
into existence with its millions of
militants. The Railroad Brotherhoods
‘and various independent unions are
larger. They must act together, and
acting together they can check the
miscellany of anti-labor schemes,
among which we include GOVERN-
MENT BY INJUNCTION and GOV-
ERNMENT BY JUDICIARY, '

Regardless of how they felt about
Lewis, virtually all sections of the
labor movement rallied to the side
of the miners when the Goldsbor-

*ough injunetion, now upheld by the

sedate gentlemen of the Supreme
Court, was first issued. They stood
with the miners in defying the in-
junction. When the miners refreated,
agreeing to take the case to the Su-
preme Court, the CIO, for example,
entered a brief on their behalf.

These signs of solidarity have
proved insufficient. More is needed.
Basically, of course, a united labor
movement, a combined CIO and AFL
would be in the best position to act.
But the urgency is great, and the
achievement of unity between the
CIO and AFL not immediate. Lack-
ing unity, the representatives of the
mighty .union organizationsr must
come together and plot their GEN-
ERAL STRATEGY AGAINST GOV-
ERNMENT BY INJUNCTION, GOV-
ERNMENT BY JUDICIARY and
AGAINST EVERY KIND OF ANTI-
LABOR PROPOSITION.

We do not propose to deliberate
for such a conference of union rep-
resentatives, But we do think 'that
such a conference must meet, and
that it must consider a NATION-
WIDE PROTEST DEMONSTRA-
TION: under whatever form the con-
ference thinks best—A GENERAL
PROTEST STRIKE OF SPECIFIED
DURATION, SYNCHRONIZED
STOP-WORK ACTIONS, 'MONSTER
MASS MEETINGS, ORGANIZED
MARCHES, all of it .dovetai]ling with
INDIVIDUAL UNION. PLANS.

In the past two years we have had
occasion to raise the demand for a
DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED
AND COORDINATED GENERAL
STRATEGY BOARD. We have raised
it in connection with the strikes that
swept the country last year, propos-
ing specifically that there be a GEN-
ERAL BOARD TO COORDINATE
STRIKE STRATEGY, just as the big
industrialists plot their strategy 'in
connivance with their servants in
government. We raised it in connec-
tion with wage action, with price

with every issue that labor faces.

Certainly now.is the time for such
a step. Our individual unions are
powerful. That is true. But that
strength is not even comparable to
that which resides in the combined
effort of all unions.

A WORKERS' GOVERNMENT

There is much else that requires
deliberation in this situation. Above
we have only touched upon one im-
mediate need. GOVERNMENT BY

- INJUNCTION and GOVERNMENT
BY JUDICIARY are but different
phases of CAPITALIST GOVERN-
MENT. We can do many things to
restrict their use. We can campaign
to weaken the powers of the Su-
preme Court, or to abolish it. (That
will seem a shocking statement to
some people. Wa$' it a very shocking
idea in the days ‘When Roosevelt in-
veighed against fhe Nine Old Men?
It is worth obsérving, as we do in
an editorial "that appears on page 4
of this issue, that the Supreme Court
now consists for 'the most part of
Roosevelt and Truman appointees!)
But the main ‘thing that needs doing
is to rip apart-the entire fabric of
capitalist government by replacing it
with a WORKERS' GOVZRNMENT.

That cannot Be ‘done overnight, ad-
mittedly. Many tHings are necessary
first, among them an understanding
of the role of political action. The
day when politics and economics
could be separated is long past, if it
ever existed. What is incontestable
is that today théy are inseparable.
We require political programs and
political activity, undertaken by us
as a class entirely independent of
the capitalist class and its politicians.

Concretized, that means we need
an INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY,
based upon the mass organizations
of labor, challenging the bankrupt
rule of capitalism with the political
aspirations of the working class. We
cannot meet thé grave issues that
fice us, be they GOVERNMENT BY
JUDICIARY or any of the designs
and schemes of the capitalist class,
without” a political instrument that
. corresponds in’ political action with
the economic action of our unions.
An INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY
is a must. In such a party, we of the
Workers Party will strive to put for-
ward’ a program aimed at achieving a
WORKERS’ GOVERNMENT.

The Supreme Court decision is an
especially good time to speak of this.
It will not meet with the approval of
John L. Lewis or William Green or
Philip Murray: It is consequently a
job that has to be done directly on
the” spot, on the union floor, in the
shop, in the mine. We must do ev-
erything to defeat today’s menace of
GOVERNMENT BY INJUNCTION
and GOVERNMENT BY JUDICI-
ARY. A national demonstration is
indicated. A common board of union
strategy is indicated. Beyond that,
and to prepare im advance to meet
the attacks that will come tomor-
row, we have 1o start organizing our
political strength today, laying the
foundation of an INDEPENDENT
LABOR PARTY. That is the impor-
tant lesson of the Supreme Court
decision in the miners' case.

We have an urgent request
We are tﬁ'ere‘f'prg appealing
may have any of the witings

while purpose. Send them to

P -

Wanted! Marxist Literature
In the German Language!

workers for Marxist literature in the German language.

sky, Luxemburg, Liebknecht, efc.—be they books or pam-
phlets—to please contribute these works for a worth-

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

and we shall forward them fo the proper hands.

from Ger:mé;l socialists and

to any of our readers whe
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trot-

p—
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_/cg.émme prices  Municipalities Will Have to Be
Next Target of N. Y. Teachers

UP 84 PER CENT

Men’s clothing costs 84 per centl
more than it did in August, 1939,
and women’s clothing 68 per cent
more, the U, S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics reported this week.

The Bureau said cotton clothing is
127 per cent higher than in 1939, wool
clothing 60 per cent, and silk, rayon
and nylon apparel 56 per cent.

Most of the small drop in the gen-
eral cost of living was due io a de-
cline in retail food prices. This de-
cline was almost matched by a 1
per cent rise in the cost of clothing
from December 15 to January 15.
During the preceding month, just af-
ter price controls were abolished,
clothing prices jumped 3.2 per cent.

The drop in retail food prices,
however, is expected to be wiped
out soon, as retail markups follow a
rise in wholesale prices—particular-

+ly for hogs, corn and wheat.
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By A TEACHER

NEW YORK—When the gains and
losses of the New York State teach-
ers’' battle are counted, the balance
sheet, according to the latest indica-
tions, will include the following:
GAINS—higher starting salaries;
a higher maximum for those now in
elementary schools; a single salary
schedule for elementary, junior and
high school teachers; higher pay for
substitutes; incorporation into the
permanent salary schedule of cost-
of-living hbonuses and increases
granted within the past year and a-
half; and the experience of know-
ing that only by organized public
clamor, demonstrations, and, in Buf-
falo, by strike were these gains won.

JOKERS NULLIFY GAINS

On the other side of the ledger are
jokers in the legislation embodying

-Pécif'fc Seamen Win Wage Boost;

Faction Struggle

MARCH 10— A six per cent wage
increase was awarded this week to
three West Coast unions as a result
of an arbitration award by Frofes-
sor Kleinsorge, government wage 'ar-
bitrator. The unions affected by the
award are the West Coast Marine
Cooks and Stewards, the Marine
Firemen's Union and the ACA.
The unions had demanded & 25
per cent increase as rit_ajcg';sary_ to
ineet the increases in the cost of
living. They had agreed, however, to
leave the question fo Professor
Kleinsorge, who, after many weeks
of “mediation,” granted just one-
quarter of the minimum that the
seamen had depmed necessary. The
leaders of the unions involved have
protested Kleinsorge’'s decision, but
they are the ones who bear the re-
sponsibility for having led the sea-
men into the swamp of arbitration,

from which one is fortunate to make

an exit with his shirt intact.

Following on the heels of this de-
cision, the professor gave the same
meager award to the NMU, which
had fallen into the same morass.

The SIU held a special meeting
this week in which a resolution was
passed demanding cost-of-living in-
creases. This union, well known for
its opposition to arbitration pro-
ceedings and for its reliance on more
militant methods, concluded its reso-
lution as follows:

“That in the event the shipowners
attempt to stall us on this question
beyond a reasonable length of time
that we take the necessary steps, in-
cluding economic action, to prevent
such happenings.” \\,

Yesterday, representatives of the
SIU met with shipowners and pre-
sented their demands.

NMU FACTION FIGHT

Meanwhile, the embattled factions
within the NMU are waging hot and
heavy warfare upon each other. Cur-
ran’s charges against Vice-President
Joseph Stack for “actions unbecom-
ing a member and officer of the un-
ion and misfeasance, malfeasance and
negligence” drew a counter - attack
from Stack. The charges which con-
;@,ist of a hash of dead issues, no is-
sues and irrelevant issues, can serve
only to confuse the problems at stake
in the NMU. Instead of clarifying
the course of action that the rank
and file of the NMU must take
against the Stalinists in the union,
these charges will make it appear
that the controversy centers about
the moral rectitude of a single man,
Stack,

Despite all the confusion in the
NMU, constructive plans are being
made for the coming Washington

Gates Stresses Need
For Labor Party
At Seattle Lecture

r

SEATTLE—Without *a fighting pro-
gram, without a labor party and un-
der the domination of a big-business-
minded bureaucracy isolated from
the rank and file, organized workers
today are disarmed in the face of
Operation Open Shop now develop-
ing in Congress.

Albert Gates, member of LABOR
ACTION's editorial board, drove this
point home to an audience of work-
ers in the Gold Room of the Raose-
velt Hotel here on Sunday afternoon,
March 2. ! [

The speaker explained that while
the strike wave of last year devel-
oped such sweeping demands as the
wage increases without price in-
creases, crux of the United Auto
Workers Union struggle against Gen-
eral Motors, confused and frightened
leadership has so far blocked the
road to the formation of an indepen-
dent labor party.

The question period at the end of
the address became a free-for-all de-
bate between Gates, an IWW organ-
izer and two individuals apparently
confused by Stalinism. This situation
forced the speaker to point out the
inadequacies of the IWW's one-big-
union program and append his main
speech with a factual recitation ot
how the Communist Party constantly
readjusts its “line” to conform with
the changes in Russian foreign pol-
icy,

Flares in NMU

conference of all the wunions. The
various organizations are in virtual
agreement on the question of put-
ing a stop to the transfer of Amer-
ican ships to foreign flags and on the
problem of defending- the status of-
aliens aboard American ships.
Alien seamen, who had been per-
mitted to ship freely on American
vessels during the war, at - great»

danger to themselves, now are being: .

removed from American vessels. The

unions are preparing a program of

planned action fo prevent this type:’
of diserimination against their mem-
bers, most of whom are Spanish-
speaking seamen from the Central
and South American countries.

The other question just added to
the agenda of the Washington con-
ference, the transfer of American
vessels to foreign flags, has aroused
the concern of all American seamen.
American - owned vessels are being
‘transferred to Panamanian registry,
under whose flag they are not obli-
gated to ship union crews and are
free to pay substandard wages. The
American steamship companies par-
ticipating in this scandaleus busi-
ness roll up a neat profit because
they avoid American fax rates and
provide the crews with poor food
and bad quarters, which are allow-
able under the non-existent Pana-
manian regulations.

These transfers have alréady cost
-American shipping 100 vessels and
4500 jobs for linion seamen. Thé only
answer to the shipowners in this lat-
est anti-union move is the organiza-
tion of American-owned vessels re-
gardless of registry.

ILWU ORGANIZES
ACTIONS TO KEEP
CEILINGS ON RENT

OAKLAND, March 7—Local 10 of
the International Longshoremen and
Warehousemen’s Union has an-
nounced a real union rank and file
drive against rent increases in this

. area. At a meeting last week it was

decided that the union will distrib-
ute cards to all members on which
they will state that they will not
pay any increase in rents.

“We are pledging ourselves not to
pay a penny more rent if controls
are lifted,” said Germain Bulcke,
president of ILWU Local 10. “If one
of our members is notified that his
rent is raised, he is to come tell the
union about it. We’ll fight with ev-
erything at our disposal.”

This kind of action against rent
increases is already beginning fo win
support in other unions. UAW Local
76 in Oakland has taken up the mat-
ter and will push the circulation of
the cards jointly with the longshore-
men and any other unions which may
decide on similar action.

The action of these unions can be
the beginning for the mobilization of
all workers, their wives and their
friends in a solid front against the
rent gougers who have already got-
ten in their licks against rent con-
trols in Congress. The eards will no
doubt be circulated not only among
union members, but starting with
them will be pushed in the neigh-
borhoods on a block basis. This can
be the basis for forming Block com-
mittees which will fight the rent in-
¢reases and any attempts at_eviction
together with’ flying squads from the
unions.

The action so far taken is excel-
lent, but it will be effective only if
carried  through - with the greatest
possible vigor. It is a well known
fact that Bulcke K and his Stalinist
pals in the leadership of the ILWU
Local 10 have a long record of talk-
ing tough and then writing postcards
to their Congressmen instead of tak-
ing direct action. If the membership
of the ILWU and the other' unions
actually “fight with everything at
their disposal” and don't let them-

selves be satisfied with signing cards
which are then filed away in the
wastepaper basket, this drive will
really smash the rent gougers before
they have a chance to get started.
Unionists in other -cities, take note *
and get going along the lines started
by the longshoremen. Let’s get going
on this anti-rent-increase drive, and
keep going!

the gains which nullify them to some
extent or, at least, leave them in an
ambiguous state. Thus, while higher
maximums for elementary school
teachers are realizable on paper they
may be circumvented by a provision
stipulating that the basis for grant-
ing periodic increments after - the
first six years of teaching during
which time théy are automatic, are
to be determined by each school board

-on a “merit” basis. Another provision

puts a mandatory percentage floor
under the number;of teachers who
are to be promoted from one salary
bracket to the next higher one. It is
optional with/local.school bodrds to
exceed the minimal percentages in
making promotions. e

But since finanecial '_B-id:- from the
state to local communities will be
calculated, among other ways, upon
these minimal percentages, they may
turn out, in practice, to be maximal
figures. In cities like New York
where almost no appointments of
new teachers were made for many
years, the affect may be to freeze
most teachers at their existing sal-
aries, for a great many years, if not
the rest of their careers in education.

The “merit” system was discarded
in New York City almost thirty years
ago because it left teachers’ promo-
tions to the mercy of supervisors and
politicians. The president of the
Board of Education has stated that
the board would continue its present
practice of basing promotions on de-
fined, minimal academic qualifica-
tions called “alertness couisgs.” But
eyéti. §o ‘the’'percentage. quotds may
‘bar ‘promotions: And'in- other-cities
the “merit” basis is sure to open a
wide door to abuse and cause dis-
affection. Grenl B, B

PASSES BUCK TO CITIES

In giving muniei palities the option
of establishing higher salary sched-
ules than provide in its proposals,
and in enabling them to use larger
percentages in making ‘promotions,
Dewey’s committee on education is
passing the finaneial buck to local
governments. It is up to them to
make the decision and raise the
money. Dewey’s strategy is to divert
the teachers from a concentrated
fight on his administration and the
state legislature, and break it up in-

to hundreds of limited struggles’

against local governments.

The local governments, both Demo-
cratic and Republican, of course,
want the state to foot the bill. Most
of them do not have the money and
can raise it only by new ‘taxation
which is sure to cause them no end
of political frouble. -

The Wide sympathy teachers have
won for their fight created a basis
for a bloc between their organization
and local governments or officials
against the Dewey administration.
Where the local government is Demo-
cratic the teachers’ fight against
Dewey is a weleome issue and insur-
ance against a local fight. Where the

municipal administration is Republi-'

can the fight against Dewey is a
mixed affair. To the extent that it
(.liverts the storm from their bailiwick
it is welcome; to the extent that it
ter_t'ds to créate inner-party divisions
;t is a problem to be handled ginger-
¥ )
In Buffalo Republican Mayor Dowd
tried to stand with the teachers and
with the administration. To the for-
mer he offered sympathy; to.the lat-
ter' he gave a sop by denouncing the
strike as a revolt against edueational
authority. At the same timehe plead-
ed inability to meet the teachers’ de-
mands, Had there been no strike h
might have swayed on either side og
his .tight rope without falling. But
pushed by the strike he finally had
to.grant increases out of city funds
which he is now trying to raise.

LESSON -1S CLEAR

The lesson of the Buffalo strike is
clear: teachers’ strikes break through
the narrow channel of inter-party
warfare and, when sucdessful, as al-
most all recent ones have been, en-
able the teachers to become an effec-
tive force in the resolution of the sal-
ary problem. Had New York City’s
teachers followed suit they could
have won a clear cut victory for alli'
the teachers in the state, free of the
entanglements and ambiguities of the
outcome which is taking shape in,
Albany.

_ A strike now, in view of the par-
tial success they have won, is not
likely. But the future course of their
struggle -is uncertain. Even if the
anti- strike bill pending in the legis-
lature, which would punish public
employee strikers with automatic dis-
missal, should not pass their éffort
will probably be dissipated in a mul-
titude of guerrilla struggles agdinst
local Boards of Education. ‘Dewey
will have yielded more than he in-
tended, but will have escaped with a,
whole\ skin. The target at which
teachérs will have to aim—at least
until the next session of the legis-
lature—will be the munieipalities, to,
induce, persuade or force them to
better the minimum conditions and
salaries extracted from Dewey.

s * i _\;
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To Labor Action
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Big Four

ioscow Meeting

Disputes Fate of Germany

By HENRY JUDD

Important as other post-war
conferences may have been
(Paris Conference, General
Assembly of the UN at New
York City, ete.), none can com-
pare with the conference at
Moscow. Here are gathering
the Big Four, for the purpose
of writing peace treaties for
Austria and Germany. The
preliminaries — treaties with
the Axis satellite powers—have been
disposed of ; now the great rival im-
perialist powers get down to business

on issues that vitally concern their
réspective drives for power and pos-
session. Germany and Austria, lying

American Dollars to _Buﬂress Shaky

'B'y'A'ml‘.m' STEIN

‘The announced intention of Great
Britain to withdraw financial aid
from Greece has generally been re-
garded as having produced the most
profound crisis in American foreign
policy since Pear]l Harbor.

The British note of February 24,
which Wwas addressed to the State

_Dépaitment and bluntly served no-

tice of Brifain's inability to pour

‘more money into Greece, brought to

a head and into full and public view
the three outstanding features of
contémporary world polities: the ir-
reconcilable conflict betwéen Rus-
sian and Anglo-American imperial-
ism; the pretipitous decline of the
British Empire; and finally the ne-
cessity for United States imperialism
to ‘assume the dominant role in the
Anglo-Ameri¢an partnership..

The “first quesﬁon that arises in
oonnection with the ‘présent “Greek
crigis” is jist why the top govern-
mental officials in London and Wash-
ington find it of swch pressing im-
portance to continue economic aid
to the Greek government and to
maintain  troops in that country.
Greece, affer all, is one of the small-
er.countries of the world; its food
problems,, though serious, are mnot
néarly as serious as those of China
and Germany, where millions face
the immediate threat of starvation.
Its industries have never played a
major role in Europe, and its eco-
niorhie life generérly, though deeply
disturbed by the war, is in rather
le¢s chaotic condltlon than that of
at least a dozeén more imiportant
cotintries in ‘Europe.

And ‘yet, the “Greek question” is
considered important énoiigh by the

politicians in Washington to upset

completely the careful'ly ‘planned
travel schedule of Secretary Mar-
shall, important enough to ¢ancel
Triman’s trip to the Caribbean, im-
portant ‘enough fo call for a series
of huiried conferencés of the top
policy-making officials of the State

Department and the key figures of

the two houses of Cohgress.

'GREECE'S STRATEGIC POSITION

The answer to this dquestion, of
coﬂrse, lies. in the strategic position
of Greece in relation to the current
imiperiafist rivalry. A glance at the
map of Evropé reveals Greece as one
of the most crucial borderline térri-
tories: the ambitions of each of the
imperialist powers here find them-
selves checked and inhibited by the
other. The Russians, through their
stooge governments in Yugoslavid,
Albania - and Bulgaria, have for
tionths subsidized in Greece a mili-
tary force ready and cipable of con-
vertihig the country into anofher Po-
land. This force has been consoli-
dated by the work ef tfainéd GPU
agents from all the Balkan countries
sfd from Russia ifself; they have
Béen working to convert the anti-
demoeratic popular
movement. into an adjunct of the
Kremlin. The present unpopular and '
reactionary government of the Greek
capitalists could Hot maintain itself
against this force for very long withi-
out the ptesence of Biitish (or
American!) troops and the economic
subsidy of Western imperialism.

The geographic situation of Greece
nidlies #t the key to the entire Mid-
dle East and to the Adriatic and
Mediterranean Seas: Turkey, the
most vulnerable  outpost of Anglo-
Amefican imperiallsm in Europe,
woilld be completely at the Krem-
lin's mercy in case a Russian puppet
government should gain eontrol of
the Greek side of the Aegean Sea:
The rich oil fields of Irag and fran,
ove¥. which Tufkey now acls as
watch-dog, would thiis slp from the
teach of America and England,

.

Bayone

Here, then, is the explanation for
the unusual concern shown over the
Greek question in Washington: with-
in this question is containeéd no less
than an expression of all the prepa-
rations for a third imperialist world
war.

KOLE OF AMERICA

Despite all their mutual rivalries
and impérialist differences, the capi-
talists of Britain and America feel
themselves allied against Russian
bureaucratic. collectivism;_ to. be
more precise, the British, too weak
to stand by themselves prefer to
subordinate themselves to capitalist
America rather than to non-capital-
ist Russia. For that reason there has
to be some agreement on strategy
between London and Washington.
Britain is too financially destitute to

By A. RUDZIENSKI

The “results” of the recent Polish
elections were decided not in War-
saw, but at a meeting of the Stalin-
ist bosses of first and second rank
and Stalin himself in the Kremlin.
There the conflict between the Sta-
linist bureaucrats of their party, the
PPR, and the fake Soecialist Farty
(PPS) was resolved, giving to each
group an equal number of deputies
and posts. There too the decision was
riiade to allot only six per cent of the
députies in the Diet and a maximum
of ten per cent of the votes to Miko-
lajezyk’s Peasant Party,

At the Kremlin meeting the gen-
eral lines of an elecforal “policy” for
Poland were drawn, that is to say,
the genéral “pogrom” against the
opposition. Until now, fhe legal op-
position has been allowed fo func-
tion in order to comply formally with
the Potsdam agreement, which guar-
anteed “free and unfeftered elec-
tions.” But w:thm the framework of
this “magic” formula, Stalin decided
to demonstrate that for him Poland’
is not the same as Austria and Hun-
gary, where the peasant opposition is
allowed, Consequently, the elections
were meant to be a demonstration of
Russian strength in Poland masked
as a "complete ‘victory of Polish de-
mocracy.’

To assure the success of this plan,
the Russian usurpers unleashed a
téerror without. precedent in two
years of occupation. The military tri-
bunals dictated dozens of death sen-
{ences against the militants of the
underground, trying to demonstrate
their Wctivities on behalf of “foreign
imperialism.”

ANTI-:PEASANT “POGROMS”

The “p{}grom" against the Peasant
Party constltuted the second step in
this terroristic offensive. Tens of
thousands of Peasant Party militants
were arrested the number of pris-
ohers reachmg 100,000 in the last
phase of the elections, a ﬁgure coni-
prehe‘nmb]e only under a totalitarian
régime, The scattered Peasant Party,
which in spite of the arrest of 100, 000
of its members continued its electo-
ral ¢ampaign and elected deputies,
revealed enormous combative and
dynamic strength.

To the regima, however, this mat-
tered \rer,w( little. In the most impor-
tant districts where it feared an op-
pusmonlst majority, the -Peasant
(PSL) l:sts were simply cancelled
under the pretext that the candi-
dates and the organizations were
susprected of contact with the under-
ground, In 48 hours, 2,000 Peasant

contmue its Greek venture—the sen-
ior partner in Wachmgton therefore,
is ¢alled upon to take over.

‘It s at this point that the politi-
cal awkwardness of the Washington
government enters the scene. For
though there cannot be any serious
doubts that the loan to the reaction-
ary government in Gréece will final-
ly be approved, it should not be im-
agined that this will be achieved
without the most serious difficulties.
The politicians in Congress do not
easily grasp what is good for their
class;, and there are still sections of
American capitalism that utilize the
isolationist fear of becoming subor-
dinated to Britain. This type of op-
postion, of course, exists in addition
to a very genuine and healthy re-
sistance by American workers to

-foreign:. capitalist- - imperialist en-

_Results Determined in Kremlin in Advance

GPU Terror Cast the Deciding Vote i in Polish Election

Party activists in the district of Cra-
cow were seized by the police. Be-
cause they were suspected of having
contact with the underground, the
names ql’ 60,000 voters in this district
were struck from the electoral lists.
In 11 out of 52 electoral districts, the
lists of the Peasant Party were sim-
ply cancelled. Of the 850 candidates,
around 380 candidates for deputies
or people considered as such, were
seized. Strong-arm squads in Warsaw
wrecked the Praga Local of the PSL
and destroyed tens of thousands of
election Ieaflets. In Lodz, 200 Peas-
ant Party militants were stripped of
their outer clothing and held as pris-
oners in a building without win-
dows, with the temperature at thirty
degrees below zero.

. The favorite method of breaking
the will of the Peasant militants and
forcing the candidates to sign their
resignations was the *“cold bath” in
ice-cold water. The resignations were
then jubilantly printed in the Sta-
linist press. In Kasno, above Odva,
a Peasant election meeting, which
included women and children, was
fired upon indiscriminately and as a
consequence, there were some deaths.
STALINIST TERREOR METHODS

Bestially mistreated in Warsaw was
W. Fiegat, deputy to the National
Council. In Starogard - Pomerania,
Stanislaw Trok was bathed in ice-
cold water until he agreed to with-
draw his candidacy. In Lodz, the or-
ganizer of the young peasant women,
Janina Lugaszkowna, was bestially
tortured. These are only a few of the
cases. We cannot cite them all. The
British press cites many instances in
which workers were mistreated in
Lodz, Cracow, Warsaw, Silesia, Po-
merania, for having signed the lists
of the opposition. Many of them
were mistreated and threatened with
death until they agreed to withdraw
their signatures.

The fury of the Stalinists was di-
rected against the Independent So-
cialists and the left wing of the
Peasant Party. The names of the So-
cialist candidates were arbitrarily
crossed off: Zdanowski, ex-general
secretary of the workers unions be-
fore the war, because he was sus-
pected of contact with the under-
ground in the districts of Lodz and
Warsaw. Also crossed off the elec-
trol lists were the names of the lead-
ers of the Peasant left wing: Bagin-
ski, Mierzwa and Koter. Neverthe-
less, in the wvarious industrial dis-
tricts of Cracow, Lodz, Warsaw, Ra-
dom, Chrzanow ‘the lists of the In-
dependent Socialists, oppositionists

tanglements; American labor instine-
tively resents, and feels that it has
had enough of, the Khaki uniform,
K rations dnd forced separation from
home.

For these reasons, it is very un-
likely either that America will send
troops to Greece -or that Britain will
carry out its threat to withdraw its
own troops. This threat must be un-,
dersteod mainly as a British attempt
to emphasize the need for American
dollars.

The most likely outcome of the
British - American negotiations on

Greece is that, the common require- -

ments of the. capitalists of the two
countries—the  requirements, that is,
for a continued strong military and
economic basey in - Greece—will be
met on the Qasm of troops from
England and ;money from America.

7 Another inferndafional gathering of the imperialists, the most significant }f
all the post-war conferences, has begun in Stalin’'s Moscow capital. This gath-
ering is supposed to decide the fate of Germany and Austria; in a word, the
future of Europe itself. In all likelihood, it will do much more toward revealing
the predatory designs of the major imperialist powers—particularly the rival
intentions of America and Russia—fhan it will nccompfuh toward concluding
peace treaties. LABOR ACTION will publish a series of running articles deal-
ing with the Moscow Conference, and analyzing the vdrious propesals and dis-

N

dgreements that come to the surface during the Conference.

at the heart of Europe and eneom-
passing a population of 70 millions,
together with immense natural re-
‘sources and potentially powerful in-
dustries—these are two countries
over which the Big Four are bound
to clash and come close to blows.

Again the imperialists are gather-

ing for their interminable discus-
sions. This time the setting is Mos-
cow, home of the brutal Stalinist dic-
tatorship that has conquered and
now oppresses huge areas and tens of
millions of European people; land of
the enslaved Russian people, ruled
over by the eruelest of despots and
his. GPU forces. This is indeed a fit
setting for bargaining over destroyed
Germany., Bargainer Molotov can be
in direct contact with his master,
Stalin; Bargainer General Marshall,
replacmg Byrnes, ¢an deal with peo-
ple who talk his military lingo—the
Russian Army Marshals who sur-
round Stalin; Bevin of England and
Bidault of France can voice their
weak complaints and their inuted de-
mands, with a fond hope that the
two supreme powers will pay them
some attention. Moscow is the proper
gathering spot for this collection of
imperialist intriguers, eynical double-
dealers and shrewd manipulators.
This is the home of Stalin, master of
them all. .

Nobody believes that the Mosecow
Conference will get very far toward
settling the problems of Europe, even
on the imperialist. basis around
which the Big Four all have a com-
mon understanding. Seeretary of
State Marshall has voiced the hope
that the final Peace Treaty with
Austria will be drafted; and, at best,

<

the issues involving Germany will be
clarified. The wide divergencies be-
tween the rival imperialists, particu-
larly Russia and the United States,
is most clearly expressed in their
clash over what to do about Ger-
many. The basic issues are the fol-
lowing:

(1) The question of reparations.
The Russians, anxious to participate
in looting the wealth, resources and
production of the Ruhr area, are de-
manding reparations in the form of
current German-Ruhr production.
America and England, desiring to
utilize the Ruhy for their own exclu-
sive purposes, oppose this.

(2) What shall be the production
of Germany? Shall the country be
aided in the reconstruction of its ecp-
nomic power, or shall it continue to
stagnate as it does today Who shall
own and control the industry? The
Russidns are anxious fo continue their
particular form of imperialist expro-
priafion of German industry, known as
“nafionalization.” The Americans pre-
fer to back up German capitalists and
industrialists.

(3) What shall be the new fron-
tiers of Germany? Poland’s frontier;
disposition of the Saar, the Ruhr and
the Rhineland.

(4) What shall be the form and
structure of o new German govern-
ment? Shall there be a centralized
government, as the Russians propose
in the Kope that their Quisling "Socials
ist Unity Party” will be able to ex-
pand into the Western zone; or shall
there be the American-British concep-
tion of a wedak, decentralized, feder-
ated system of German states, easy

- for the Anglo-Americans to confrol?

These are some of the basie dis-

agreements, all of them centered
around the desire of the respeective
great powers to domihate Germany,
make use of its 65 million people for
their own purposes and squeeze out
their rivals and enemies. Whatever
comes out of the Moscow Conference
—the most important imperialist
gathering since the war’s end—it is
safe to predict it will reinforce the
charge that imperialism, Russian,
Amemcan-, British and French alike,
has Europe in its grip and is respon-
sible for the low state to which the
Continent has fallen. The Moscow
Conference is one way of learning
the aims of the imperialists, of de-

seribing them to world opinion, and -

of indicating the uncompromising so-
cialist opposition to the whole busi-
ness. LABOR ACTION will follow
the important developments in “Mes-
COW.

to the governfnent,” were presented.
The existence of a legal workers'
opposition to a Stalinist government
is a unique phenomenon in the en-
tire Soviet Zone, outside"of Germany
and Austria, where Russian policy is
modified by the fact of the three-
power occupation.

The rejection of the opposition’s
lists in 11 districts deprived more
than three million people of the
right to a free electoral voice. But
this is just one aspect of the matter.
The Polish Constitution and the elec-
toral law guarantee secret elections.
Millions of Polish homes were “vis-
ited” by the Stalinist hangmen and
ordered to vote openly under the
threat of losing their jobs, or else
were directly threatened with im-
prisonment or assassination.

In Poland, today, 30 to 40 per cent
of thé active working population de-
pends on the state for employment.
The countryside is controlled by the
co-operatives, which are completely
monopolized by the Stalinists. The
Rural Administration keeps its vigil
over the peasantry, while the police
keeps its surveillance over the city -
population. Aside from these meas-
ures, the electoral observers of the
opposition were forced out of aimost
all the electoral commissions. The
“results,” therefore, were exactly
those foreseen by the Kremlin. Nine
million voted in favor of the gov-
ernment; about a million and a. half
in favor of Mikolajezyk's party,
about half a million for the Chris-
tian Labor Party, while about a
million boycofted the elections or
were excluded from voting by the
government.

The opposition has been reduced to
a margin narrower than that which
it had in the famous fraudulent ref-
erendum. The Stalinist electoral ma-
chine solidly entrenched after two
and a half years won a ‘victory”
over a rebellious people. The Rus-
sian position in Poland was ‘‘consol-
idated” within the magic formula of
Potsdam.

But there are other factors that
played their part in the Polish elec-
tions. The Anglo - Americans, sighing
the Potsdam compromise, were con-
fident that the Polish oppositione—
with their support— would succeed
in clearing the way and would
weaken ‘the Russian position; that
this opposition would serve as the
spearhead for the expansion of An-
glo-American imperialism. Th_e'y
wished to spill Polish blood once
more, as in 1939, as in 1944, as dur-
ing the whole period of the Ger-

man occupation. The Russian bu-
reaucrats also expected an uprising,
presumably “reactionary” in char-
acter, which they prepared to deal
with after their own worthy fash-
ion, that is, with a slatghter. The
Allies frightened the Russians with
the specter of civil war.

However, both were bitterly dis-
illusioned. The Polish people, under
the leadership of the legal and un-
derground opposition, did everything
possible to aveid provocation. The
underground organizations did@ not
come out of the forests and, as dur-
ing the referendum, the legal oppo-
sition did not boycott the elections,
as both the Russian and Western im-
perialists had expeécted. If limited
the boycott only te those districts
where its lists had been cancelled.

HATE BOTH INVADERS

The London government and those
organizations adhering to it directed
a proclamation to the underground
and the Polish peoplé in general,
recommending that they avoid prov-
ocations and liquidate the military
organizations. It is evident that the
Polish people and the organized op-
position do not wish fo be the shield
or fifth column for the Western im-
perialists, and strive to reconstruct
the country, no matter what the re-
gime in power, even the hated Sta-
linist régime. The Polish people do
not want a new war and do not de-
sire to have their territory convert-
ed into a theater of war. If the An-
glo - Americans want Poland, then
they must céonquer it by their own
efforts. The Polish people hate the
Russian invaders, but have no inten-
tion of spilling more blood in order
to acguire new bosses.

The Anglo- Americans are prob-
ably aware of the prevailing Polish
sentiments and, _consequently, the
Polish elections have caused much
“nervousnhess” in the Anglo - Amer-
ican bourgeois press. Never have
théy supported the opposition and
Mikolajezyk with so much fervor as
now. The diplomatic notes directed
to Moscow and Warsaw were very
“energetic.” There was even talk of
a break with the Warsaw govern-
ment. A year ago, pérhaps, such an
action would have found support in
Poland, but such is not the case to-
day. What remains of the Dourgeoisie
and landowners are trying to accom-
modate themselves to the-ruling bu-
reaucracy. The leaders of the nation-
al armed forces have arrived at an
agreement with Bierut and celebrate
in the streets of Warsaw. The Lon-
don government has called for the

dlssolutlon of theé underground mili-
tary organizations. . The organization
“WIN"” (Liberty and Independence)
directed by the leaders of the PPS,
deliberately abstains from terrorist
actions. An important part is played
by the agitation against the Anglo-
American position on the question
of the Silesian and Pomeranian ter-
ritories. The bourgeoisie and the
middle class, the peasantry and part
of the proletariat are fanatically
against any “new division” of Po-
land. The goyernment foments. a cam-
paign of unrestrained nationalism
against Germany,

On the other hand, a new legal
workers’ opposition, that of the In-
dependent Socialist Party, is in pro-
cess of formation. It is headed by
Zulawski, Zdanowski and Bien, rep-
resenting the old pre-war PPS, who
are trying to clear the way for an
indepéndent workers’ movement.
This party participated in the elec-
tions with Mikelajezyk. We can risk
the affirmation that the Polish anti-
Stalinist opposition is undergeing a
structural change: the bourgeoisie
submits to Stalinism, while the pro-
letariat begins to emancipate itself
and form its own organized opposi-
tion to Stalimism. The same devel-
opment is taking place in the Peas-
ant movement. The right wing, head-
ed by Xiernik, desires an under-
standing with the government, while
the left wing, led by Baginski, in-
tensifies ifs opposition. Swurely this

. social and political change in the

ranks of the opposilion is due to the
independent orientation of the Pol-
ish opposition, which has mo desire
to serve as a shield for Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialism. Surely this polifi-
cal transformation is. due. to the
change in the $entiments of the Pol-
ish people in general.

The sentiment which has over-
whelmed the propaganda of the Lon-
don emigration is, summed up in the
argument that the task of “the coun-
try” is to reconstruct the national
economy and the cultural and na-
tional life of Poland. The task of
carrying on an opposition devolves’
upon a reduced section of the popu-
lation and the Poles in exile. Surely
this will displease the Anglo-Amer-
icans and perhaps, at the same time,
Laski and Stalin. No pretext will
arise that will permit a slaughter of
the Polish people.

PROBLEMS IN POLAND

The alternatives which confront
the Polish Marxists are not very
diffieult to grasp. Ought we to strug-
gle tirelessly against the opposition

of Mikolajezyk and Zulawskl, as the
servants of imperialism, and recog-
nize the “social revolution,” as Com-
rade Frank in the Fourth Interna-
tional emagazine and the resolution
of the Executive Committee of the
Fourth International counsel us, thus
lending “critical support” to Stalin-
ism in Poland? Or should we take
oui places in the ranks of the op-
position, in order to criticize its er-
rors and wvacillations; in order to
crystallize the revolutionary program
of the proletariat; in order to win
the oppositionist masses over to this
program; in order to constitute our-
selves the vanguard of the indepen-
dent socialists, and . the - rebellious
peasants in the struggle against Sta-
linism, and by our efforts give a
Marxist character to the worker-
peasant opposition?

If we, as Frank, considered the
Warsaw  government ‘“objectively
revolutionary,” and the changes in
Poland as a form of ‘“social revolu-
tion,” then we would follow his ad-
vice. But in our opinion, the Stalin-
ist counter - revolution prevails’ in
Poland, based on the occupation of
the country by Russian imperialism.
It is our opinion that the economic
and soeial development of Poland is
being reversed, is being pushed back-
ward instead of forward; that Po-
land is being reduced to the - status
of a colony of Russian imperialism;
that the Polish people are being ex-
ploited, robbed and- impoverished;
that the policies of the government
corrupi and destroy the Polish. pro-
letariat. and peasantry. Therefore

‘we are compelled to struggle against

this new form of Stalinist reaction.
We are compelled {o ally ourselves
with all the workers and peasants

who also wish to struggle against
this. reaction, although in an‘ ihcon-

sistent and vacillating form. For
this reason, we shall take our places
in the left wing of the worker-peas-
ant oppesition, striving to form our
own nucleis and our own party.

We have had sufficient experience
with the Luxemburgist errors .in
Poland. We have learned that we
cannot isolate ourselves from the
rebellious peasants, even though
they are not socialists and from the
working class, even though they do
not belong to the Fourth Interna-
tional. For this reason, we shall take
our place in the ranks of the worker-
peasant opposition without hesitation
or fear of reproach, in order to strug-

.gle for a socialist Poland, for a so-

cialist Europe, in order to {estroy
the Stalinist reaction,

= ey

e S

il i 2o Gt g e AR e e

- s i e S T

e i

ek

v i




i
B
i

LABOR

ACTION

Veol. 11, Ne. 11

ALBERT GATES

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR
Published Weekly by the

- . (]
Labor Action Publishing Ass'n
114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.
General Offices: 4 Court Sq., Long Island City 1, N. Y. Tel.: IRonsides 6-5117

EMANUEL GARRETT, Editor
EDITORIAL BOARD
IRYING HOWE
Subscription Rnte’x $1.00 a Year; 00c for 8§ Mes. (51.25 and 85¢ for G“udt‘. Foreign). Re-entered an

Second Class Matter, May 24, 1940, at the Post Ofice at New Yeork, N. Y, '
' Under the Act of March 3, 1874

March 17, 1947
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Whaf Is The Supréme Court?

The U. 8. Supreme Court has struck a
mighty blow against America’s workers
in its decision on the coal strike. The na-
ture of that blow is discussed in other

.parts of this issue of LABOR ACTION..

Here we wish to raise the question of la-
bor’s attitude toward the Supreme Court
itself.’ ;

You may ‘remember the statement John
‘L. Lewis “made after Justice Goldsbor-
ough’s decision in the Washington Fed-
eral District Court against the miners,
‘Lewis declared that he had full confidence

"~ in the U. S. Supreme Court.

Now on what basis did Lewis express

-+ this confidence? Was there any precedent

in the past whith made it reasonable for
him to express such confidence? We think
not. In actual fact, the Supreme Court
- has usually been the refuge of reaction-
- aries who wished to wipe out an occa-
sional i)iece of legislation which did help
the labor movement somewhat.
Everyone remembers the phrase about
the “nine old men.” That’s what they were
called during the Roosevelt administra-
tion, when they held out firmly against

' " progressive legislation.

But now thiere’s a Supreme Court with
new personnel. It is compesed of ‘“nine
young men.” Almost every one of the
present justices is a Roosevelt appointee
—as, for that matter, was Goldsborough
himself. They have had careers in politics
before their- appointment, during which
were appointed they were hailed as peo-
ple who would reverse the reactionary

 trend in Supreme Court decisions and
give labor a break. -

But it hasn’t worked out that way, has
it? In this crucial decision on the miners’
strike—a decision which affects the fu-
ture of every American worker — these
“nine young  men,” the appointees of
Roosevelt, have turned against labor.

Behind this fact there is something
which is of first-rate importance. The
present government of the United States

government dedicated to the basic propo-
sition that capitalist society, the private
ownership of the means of production,
must be maintained. By this we don’t
mean that every little, incidental step
which the government or its various
branches take is with that purpose in
mind—though a great many of them un-

doubtedly are. We mean rather that on

matters of basic policy, in which the fun-
damental relationship between labor and
capital is involved, the government will
always line up on the side of capital.

There are of course differences of opin-
ion among various sections of the capital-
ist class and its political agents on how
best to maintain their system. Some capi-
talist politicians are rather stupid, to put

the matter mildly; they don’t understand .

that, from their own class point of view,
it is sometimes necessary to make conces-
sions to the workers in order the better
to maintain the basic capitalist system.
Other -capitalist politicians, like Roose-
velt, his associates and his appointees,
realize that occasional concessions, espe-
cially in times of unrest and depression,
are necessary. In this latter category fall
the present members of the Supreme
Court, most of them former Roosevelt po-
litical agents.

But when the issue involved is basic,
as is the case with the miners’ struggle,
they rally to their class interests. And

t hey ‘Were Known as “liberals:” ‘When they 50 We. see the - Court; -appointed - largely

by Roosevelt, twisting the knife that Jus-
tice Goldsborough drove into labor’s back.

If labor will understand this matter, if
it will understand the true relationship
involved between the government and the
employer-employee struggle, then it will
have little difficulty in recouping its losses.
For then it will understand the need to
break with the two old capitalist parties,
be they conservative or liberal, and pro-
ceed to organize a party of it own, a LA-
BOR PARTY, with the objective of creat-
ing a government and society of its own,

is a capitalist government; that is, it is a a WORKERS’ GOVERNMENT.

A bill has been introduced into the New
York State Legislature which would de-
prive government employees of the right
to strike. This bill, though introduced by
State Legislators Condon and Wadlin, was
prepared at the direct request of Gov-
ernor Dewey, Republican hopeful for the
Presidential nomination. Its immediate

, occasion was the strike of Buffalo teach-
ers, who demanded a decent wage level.

Simultaneoﬁsly, there appeared the Su--

preme Court decision against John L.
Lewis and the United Mine Workers
which upheld the decision of Justice
Goldsborough. The Goldsborough decision
had denjed the right of the miners to
strike, on the ground that they were work-
ing for the government in an essential in-
dustry. This contention the majority of
the Supreme Court upheld. Even the mi-
nority of two, Justices Murphy and Rut-
ledge, who dissented on this matter, did
so on the grounds that the miners were
not really government employees but were
employees of private industry. Murphy
and Rutledge also took it for granted that
government employees don’t have the
right to strike. __

This is a highly dangerous conception.
It is absolutely essential that the labor
movement challenge it immediately and
fight it to the end. |

For what is involved is the conception
that government employees are chattels,h
virtual slaves and not free workers with
the right which free workers have. Gov-
ernment employees, say the Supreme

- Are Government Workers Chattels?

Court and Governor Dewey and all of the
Congressmen and politicians in agreement
with them, do not have the right to use
labor’s mightiest weapon—the right, by
organized action, to abstain from work
as a means of gaining the demands they
make.

Why should government employees be
considered in any different light from
workers who work for private employers?
They don’t have particularly better jobs
or working conditions. Teachers today
often make less money than workers in
factories. But even if they did have good
working conditions, even if they did make
“high” wages, why should that be a rea-
son for their not having the right to

strike?

The relationship between the govern-
ment and government employees is essen-
tially the same social relationship as that
between boss and worker in private indus-
try. By  himself, as an individual, the
worker is helpless. It is only when he
bands together with other workers into
a unidn that he has any strength. And

-often he finds it necessary to back up that

strength with his mightiest weapon: the

strike. Is there any reason why all of this

does not apply equally well to government
employees?

For if the Supreme Court and Governor
Dewey have their way, then government
employees will be deprived of this basic
right; they will be completely at the mer-
cy of the politicians who run the govern-
ment. And what they can expect from
these politicians they have already had
bitter occasion to learn.

10,000 AT MASS RALLY OF
CEYLONESE TROTSKYISTS

We print below a letter from a
leader of the Ceylonese section of
the Fourth International. The letter
deseribes the activities of the com-
rades in Ceylon since the unification
of the two Trotskyist groups which
had previously existed there as sep-
arate groups. It is reprinted from
the Socialist Appeal, organ of the
British Fourth Internationalists.

I write to give you a brief report
of the first mass rally of our 'party
since the unification of the Ceylon
Unit of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party
of India and the Lanka Sama Sam-
aja Party, the two Trotskyist parties
in Ceylon. The rally was held on
Saturday, January 8, at Galle Face
green—the biggest in Colombo—and
was attended by about 10,000 work-
ers and others.

The rally itself was preceded by a
huge demonstration in which more
than 5,000 workers paraded the main
streets of Colombo on their way to
the meeting place. The slogans they
shouted proclaimed their: determina-
tion to “Smash the capitalist-impe-
rialist alliance,” “Destroy the reac-
tionary Soulbury Constitution,”
“Save the Indo-Chinese people from
French imperialism” and not to
“load a single ship carrying arms,
men or supplies to the French impe-
rialists in Indo-China.”

THE GREAT PRISONERS, Selected
and Edited by Isidore Abramo-
witz. E. P. Dutton & Co., New
York; 879 pp. -2 A

Reviewed by JUSTIN GRAHAM

This first anthology of literature
written in prison is a selection of
the Progressive Book Club;:'a left
wing, anti-Stalinist organization. Its
value is enhanced because it comes
at a time when the printingvof an-
thologies, an easy, low-cost;: profit-
making venture, has been unjustly
abused in the rush for profits. This
volume, however, is skillfullyireom-
_piled and with  distinct: gitinpose.

'Those of us' whose ‘stomachg:‘have-

been turned by the penny-candy
products of modern anthology mak-
ers will delight in this book—it is a
real corifection.

The Great Prisoners is no mere
jaunt into some remote bypath of
literature, as the title might suggest;
history has been such that. g large
number of those who contribated to
the intellectual and material advance
of every age had to do so from be-
hind prison walls. Hence the impos-
ing list of great minds whose writ-
ings make up this book: Socrates,
Boethius, Villon, Donne, Bunyan, De-
foe, Balzac, Dostoevsky, Verlaine,
Lenin and Luxemburg—to mention
only a few. The historical and bio-
graphical notes of the editor, I

Abramawitz, are scholarly and of a.

caliber worthy of the men, ideas and
movements with which he deals.
Many of the writings which the book
contains are not to be found else-
where.

The Great Prisoners has no mes-
sage other than those given by the
prisoners themselves, but it has a
well defined purpose. It is a study
of the non-conformist tradition in
our culture, and as such it is an odd
but effective commentary upon the
history of western civilization.

L ]

BLOOD IN_THE STREETS, by Al-
bert C. Hicks. Published by Crea-
tive Age Press, Inc. U

Reviewed by J. FALK

Blood in the Streets, by Albert C. '

Hicks, is a useful and unpretentious
book which traces the personal back-
ground and political career of Rafael
Trujillo, dictator of the Dominican
“Republic.”” The book also presents a
factual account of events leading up
to Trujillo’s coup d’état in 1930 and
a political score-sheet of his mur-
derous régime since then. The book
is a selection of the Progressive Book
Club.

Trujillo’s career is a family tradi-
tion. His grandfather spied for Spain
on exiled Cuban revolutionists living
in Santo Domingo; his grandmother
gave orders to a gang of professional
assassins and was instrumental in
securing and perpetuating a 16-year
(1883-89) despotic rule of a!dictator
named Utises Hecureaux; his father
was a shady character earning a du-
bious living. Trujillo, combining all

of his ancestors’ talents and putting

them to most effective use, pushed
his way up from -cattle-rustler and
pimp to army officer and finally dic-
tator. = ! ‘
After Trujillo had machine-gunned
his way to the presidency in 1930, he
putlawed all political parties except
his own, the Partido Dominicana. He
then proceeded systematically to as-
sassinate or imprison hundreds of
radicals, liberals and other opposi-
tionists. Thousands of Dominicans
fled the Trujillo terrer, many of
them to New York. But even in exile

The purpose of the meeting, be-
sides being the first held by the party
since the unification, was to an-
nounce ‘the party’s final election list
and to inaugurate officially its elec-
tion fund. This was the opening of
the second front—the parliamentary
front—against the new slave consti-
tution the imperialists are attempt-
ing to force on the people of Ceylon
through the agency of the native
capitalists.

The party announced a list of 27
candidates for the Parliamentary
elections, contesting all seats in the
City of Colombo and a fair number
of seats in the up-country areas
where the plantation workers are
concentrated.

But most interest has been caused
by the decision of the party to put
forward one of its front-rank men,
Comrade Edmond Samarakkody, to
fight the leader of the reactionary
Ceylonese capitalists, D. 8. Senana-
yvaka (would-be Prime Minister) in
his own carefully selected rural con-

. stituency. The party announced an

Election Fund of two and one-half
lakhs of rupees to which it asked the
public to contribute' generously.

The following resolutions were al-
so passed at theymeeting:

1. “This mass meeting of the Lan-
ka Sama Samaja Party declares its
complete solidarity with the heroie
people of Viet Nam in their armed

scores of Dominjcans were slain by
Trujillo's agents.

At the same time Trujillo set about
amassing an enormous personal for-
tune. His methods used to accom-
plish this varied, but were always
successful.  Bootlegging, cuts from
national lofteries, outright appropri-
ation of stocks resulting in a per-
sonal monopoly in industry, are just
a few of the methods whereby the
dictator has. raised his non-taxable
income to $50,000 a day, according
to Mr. Hicks. s

LIFE IN HAITI

* The * Dominican  Republic: covers
two-thirds of the island called His-
paniola. The other third, with its
three million population, makes up
Haiti, the only nominally indepen-
dent Negro state in the Western
Hemisphere.

Haitians have lived under the most
abject conditions. Oppressed by Am-
erican imperialist interests and na-
tive exploiters, they have also been
victimized by the neighboring Do-
minican dictatorship. For political
economic and social reasons, the Tru-
jillo régime, like
did its utmost to arouse anti-Haitian
feeling among the Dominican peo-
ple. In true Nazi-like fashion, Tru-
jillo, himself part Negro, tried to im-
press Dominicans with their white
racial superiority over the black Hai-
tians.

There were, however, thousands of
Haitians living in Santo Domingo
who had been imported by the Tru-
jillo régime to work on the huge
American - owned sugar plantations
and in other occupations. By 1937
there were 200,000 Haitians in this
category. But the sugar market met
with serious reversals and for some
time there had been a general eco-
nomic slump in Domingo. Thousands
of Haitians who had been an asset to
American interests and Trujillo were
now a handicap. They were penni-
less and unproductive. This problem

its predecessors,

struggle against the hired hordes of
French imperialism and calls on the
working class of Ceylon to demon-
strate this solidarity by refusing to
load a single ship bound for Indo-
China carrying arms, men or sup-
plies to the French imperialists.”

2. “This mass meeting of the Lan-
ka Sama Samaja Party condemns the
reactionary proposal of the Board of
Ministers to refuse recognition to
Frade Unions of Government work-:
ers and to accord to them the status
of mere associations, and warns -the:
entire working class of Ceylon that
this anti-working class measure,
though directed in the- first instance
against the government workers, is a
prelude to a determined onslaught on
the entire body .of the working class
of Ceylon on the part of the British
imperialists and their native agents.
This meeting further calls on the
workers of this country to fight this
measure with all the resources at
their command.” s )

3. “This mass meeting of the Lan-
ka Sama Samaja Party demands the
immediate and unconditional release
of Comrades Daniel Weerasena and
Hemasiri Silva, the two remaining
political prisoners in Ceylon.”

With International Greetings,

Fraternally yours,
ROBERT GUNAWARDENA,

, Acting Secretary.

»

didn't stump Trujillo for long. In
October, 1937, he gave an order to
his troops: “Massacre the Haitians.”
The order was carried out with bar-
barous efficiency.

In two days of slaughter an esti-
mated 15,000 Haitians were cut down
by machetes and rifles. Some esti-
mate that the number of bodies
piled high among the ravines totaled
25,000. The other Haitians in Domin-
go managed to flee across the border.
Thus Trujillo abetted a major eco-
nomic crisis and solved a minority
problem.

What about the official Washington

attitude to ‘its ‘Caribbean heighbor?
Just as our State Department found
allies in South American dictators,
such as Vargas in Brazil, so did it
smile sweetly on the fortunes of Ra-
fael Trujillo. In fact, Trujillo had

been nurtured by American interests -

and Washington had done its best to
maintain Trujillo in power. Under
the aegis of Roosevelt and the im-
perialist Good Neighbor policy, Tru-
jillo prospered. Dominican officers,
many of whom must have partici-
pated in the massacre of Haitians
who had worked on American plan-
tations, were further trained by the
U. 8. in Puerto Rico. In the inter-
ests of trade, large American sums
were sent to Domingo. Evidently,
where American money interests are
concerned, freedom and democracy
doesn't mean a thing. Not unless it
pays off. .

The above are some of the facts
and problems dealt with in Hicks'
book. Written in a simple style, Hicks
fortunately doesn't attempt to make
a real social analysis of the Trujillo
dictatorship and its relationship to
American imperialism. The few para-

graphs in the book which attempt

probing beneath the surface are un-
fortunately naive and muddle-head-
ed. Blood in the Streets indicates
that its author is a poor analyst but
a good reporter, with an important
story to tell
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The Wrangle Over China
Py PART IV

A three weeks’ cold spell—and the faded tap-
estry of British imperialism falls to pieces before
the eyes of everyone. That is'the measure of the
decline of the greatest rolonial empire in™ the
world, based upon 400 years'of ‘war, pillage, slav-
ery, and exploitation.. TR LT vavER

As the er(t_:;pi_re stumbles from ‘one erisis to. an-
other—now 'Greece, now Palestine, now India—
the United States is forced to take over its com-
mitments. This it does not do by the classic means
of occupation and direct rule. Neither the restive
colonial masses nor the temper of the American
people at home now permit such an'ambitious un-
dertaking. Rather does U. S. imperialism largely
control by deploying its tremendous material
wealth in eredit, loans, UNRRA supplies, food,
shipping, and arms. These furnish the backbone
for the activities of quislings of one stripe or an-
other all over the globe. This is the method cur-
rently being employed in China. -

The United States urgently needs economic
stability in China. Especially as domestic-con-
sumption in the United States tapers off in the
ensuing period will China become an important
market for capital investment and for American
commodities. Political stability is needed precisely
to guarantee economic well-being. "The  present

» warfare destroys the possibility of hormal com-

mercial reldtions. The army alone consiimes sev-
enty per cent of the governmetit income. Political
stability is farther necessary in "China to hold
down the acceleration of politicil conScioténéss in

~ the Orient_ as a wlhole:

THE UNITED 'STATES" DILEMMA * = - =" = v
To do this in the face of.Sf:a:Iixji_g;_.,eg;rogeh—
ments means to find a force in, China which will
gain the support of the Chinede masses against
the Stalinists through solving the major economic
' problem, the agrarian question, and the problem
of political freedom. This the Kuomintang e¢annot
do. This presents U. S. imperialism with a dilem-
ma which has been neatly expressed by the Lon-
don Economist: ; et '
“When it comes to actual official policy, there-
fore, a British or American government is in a
difficult position; it wishes to find some counter-
weight to the influence of Moscow and seeks a po-
litical force which is both democratic by faith and
practice and effectively organized. But where is
such o force to be found in a country which has
no democratic or parliomentary traditions and
suffers from all the social strains and stresses of
a backward economy? Inevitably policy tends to-
ward reliance on forces which can fairly be_called
‘reactionary’ or even ‘Fascist.” But even if official
quarters come to accepl such a position under
pressure of raison d'état, public opinion is uneasy
and rebellious.” : -
These contradictions the Marshall mission of
1945 attempted to solve. The aims.of U.:8. policy

o were summed up in_ a.statement rélenséd ondDe- -

+ cember 18, 1946, by Truman, the man who is:liv-
ing proof of the contention that almost anybody
can—and, alas, does—become president of the
United States: R 2 ;

“The agreements provided for an interim gov-
ernment of @ coalition type with representation
of all parties, for revision of the draft constitu-
tion along democratic lines prior to its discussion
and adoption by a national assembly and for re-
duction of the government and Communist armies
and their amalgamation into a small modernized
truly national army responsiblé to a civilian gov-
ernment.” i

THE-CLUB HELD BEHIND THE BACK

~To make these proposals go down easier a
grant of $66,000,000 was made, chiefly for the pur-
chase of raw cotton, ships and railroad repair ma-
terial. A further more substantial sum of -$500,-
000,000 was earmarked as additional eredits by
the Export-Import Bank—contingent upon the im-
plementing of the U. S. policy.

. Chiang Kai-shek could not meet these condi-
tions. To do so would have meant encroachments
upon the economic and political prerequisites en-
joyed by his.banker, landlord, and merc¢hant sup-
-porters, Sueh. a truce would  have permitted the
continued growth of the Stalinists, whose strength
was based not primary upen their military dactiy-
ity, as was Chiang Kai-shek’s, but uapon their ;;b-
}1t_1cal program. Further, the strength of the Stﬂl-
injsts had increased greatly during the war and
in the post-war period. The prestige of the Kuo-
mintang had simultaneously declined, when areas
previously unacquainted with Kuomintang prac-

n £

tices had come under its rule dufthg the war. :

The recovery of territory held by the Sta'linist‘is,
particularly the rich Manchuria area, is of pr’i;ﬁe
importance to Chiang Kai-shek. Always preaeﬁ;‘;
in the back of his mind also, ‘is that the extension
of reforms might overflow safe limits and resuﬁt

in a. revolutionary situation such as obtained in
the mid-twenties. ' !

To motivate continuing the war against the

Stalinists the Kuomintang leadership employs the
angument that the current economic and politicﬁ!
stalemate must be broken so that reconatructién
ean begin, and that United States intervention o'ﬁ
the side of the I_(uomihta?ié‘ is le'!:'i‘r:‘latelnguarar:il-
teed because of its clash of interest with Russié.
Oppqsitio_n to the war by the “liberals” 'is moti-
vated by their belief that the continuation of tb@
‘war will only strengthen the Stalinists. ﬁut such
opposition, which is composed largely of miarchané-
capitalist elements in the Kuomintang, is ﬁreak be-
cause of the increased interpenetration of land-
lord-merc]_'.lan!: capital which took place during the
war, the landlord class, of course, Having especiai-
ly direct interest in recovefring land fl:'om thé
Stalinists, ' '

Further, because of the previous all-out and
unconditional aid given upon demand to 'Chiéné"
Kai-shek by the U. 8. the opposition Iacks influ-
ence, : :

Under these conditions it was almost guarans
teed in advance that if only because of the Kuom-
intang attitude the truce arranged by Marshall
would quickly break down. ;

Such proved to be the case,

'

-

.

3

&~

-8 ]




(e

W

£

L

Mareh 17, 1947

LABOR ACTION

-~ Page 5

_ Final,

By EMANUEL GARRETT

Leon Trotsky was struck down in
his home near Mexico City on Au-

~ gust 20, 1940, by a Stalinist assassin,
.. variously ,
- Jacques Marnard and Jacgues Van-
__ dendreschd, who drove the. point: of
" a pick-axe through the brain of the

called Frank . Jagcson,

great revolutionary socialist leader.
irrefutable proof of the
charge, made by the Trotskyist
‘movement and generally accepted by
world opinion, that the arm that

_ manipulated the assassin’s hand was
' Stalin’s, is nows presented in the tes-’

timony of Louis Budenz, then editor
of the Daily Worker and involved in
the plot to murder Trotsky, in a book
published this week. The Budenz
story is detailed elsewhere in this
issue of LABOR ACTION. Referring
our readers to the sordid admissions

of Mr. Budenz, summarized in the-

review of his book, we should like
here to sketch:-very briefly the sys-
tem of intrigue and assassination
which led to the murder of Leon
Trotsky and COUNTLESS other so-
cialists.

Above -we used the word COUNT-
LESS, and deliberately, because the
vietims of the GPU terror are un-
believilily numerous, bearing . com-
pariser. only with the mass extermi-
nations of peoples organized by the
Nazi régime. And the \;lctl_ms i_n-
clude representatives of the working
class movement whose views differed
widely and radically, but who were
insufferable to the Stalinist régime
‘because they had, all of them, one
thing in common—hatred of Stalinist

" totalitarianism,

It in no way slights the memory
of t‘hose valiant socialists who would
not save themselves by compromis-
ing with Stalinism to say that Leon
Trotsky was the victim that the mur-
der muacliine pursued most relent-
lessly. His death was the culmination
of years of planning, years which

witnessed the murder of one after .

another of his colleagues and sup-
porters. The blow that was delivered
on August 20, 1940, was planned. at
least twa years earlier. Other schemes
were in the meantime planned 'and
‘executed; should one scheme fail, the
GPU had another ready

MGRE THAN ONE ATTEMPT
AT MURDERING TROTSKY

For twelve years, after having been
driven by Stalin from the land whose
revolutionary armies he had led in

-~1947, Trotsky was the target of the
. “GPU: 'murder ' ‘machine.

Alma. Ata, then to Turkey, then to
France and finally Mexico, Trotsky
was pursued everywhere by the
agents of the GPU, who sought first
to prevent his admission to each
country, and then schemed to assas-
sinate him. It must be remembered’

‘that Trotsky was the socialist enemy -

whom Stalin feared above all others.
So long as Trotsky lived, a giant of
the revolution, a co-worker of Lenin
lived, able to gather around him the
forces of revolutionary secialism.
Alive, he was always a._ threat to
Stalin, the man who butchered the
Russian Revolution and converted

“the workers' state, created in revo-

lutionary sacrifice and heroism, into
a workers' prison. From his pen
came surgical analyses of Stalinist
totalitarianism as well as monu-
ments of socialist theory and pro-
gram, the victory of which meant
the death of Stalinism, along with
all forms of oppression.

. The  GPU multiplied its efforts

_when ‘Trotsky entered Mexico. Once

Exiled  fo ™

‘a man_ dressed as a peasant brought

a bomb during Trotsky’s absence
from the house and tried to leave
it for_him to open. About a year af-
ter .this first known attempt, the
alarms, set into the walls sfrround-

‘ing Trotsky’s house;, were set off in,
the middle of the night by someone*

trying to climb over. The most am-
bitious attempt before the ene which
actually succeeded was perpetrated
on May 24, 1940, when machine guns
blazed away at the Trotsky home.
Trotsky and his wife, Natalia, were
then saved only by dropping to the
floor as machine gun bullets peppered
their pillows. Siquieros, the Mexican
painter and a renowned Sialinist,
was involved in this attempt on Trot-
sky's - life. =@~ THOUGH TROTSKY
HIMSELF ESCAPED, SHELDON
HARTE, ONE OF HIS SECRETA-
RIES, WAS ABDUCTED AND MUR-
DERED.

Long before the machine-gun at-
tempt, the GPU was at work on an
elaborate plot which was directed
from New York, as is now proved
conclusively by Budenz. A young
woman, Ageloff by name, for some
years a sympathizer of the Trotsky-
ist movement (and who was proved
to be completely  blameless in the
entire”affair) planned a trip to Eu-
rope for the summer of 1938. The
GPU learned of her plans. A top

" GPU agent, according to the revela-

tions of Budenz, called a Miss Ruby
Weil, who was friendly with both
Budenz and Ageloff, whom she had
met in the old American Workers
Party (which fused with the Com-
munist League rof America in 1934).
Ruby Weil, whom Budenz graciously
covers with anonymity of “Miss Y,”
was to travel with Ageloff to Europe
and there arrange for her introduc-
tion to a “Belgian count,” Jacques
Vandendreschd. Weil, who could not
be found after the Trotsky assassina-
tion for questioning, went to Eng-
land with Ageloff, stayed a week
and claimed she had to return to the
United States. Note how cleverly the
GPU’ made its plans. Even its tool,
Ruby Weil, was not to know too
much about the plot. In England,
Ruby Weil introduced Ageloff to a
relation who provided Ageloff with
a letter of introduction to a “Bel-
gian Count” in Paris.

Jaeson or Vandendreschd played
his part well, courting Ageloff, dis-
claiming any interest 'in politics. He
even went so far as to establish for
himself a reputation as a mountain
climber!. (Had he been discovered on
the day of the murder with the spe-
cial mountain-climbing pick-axe, his
exense was ready—prepared for in
Paris many, many months before.)
It is interesting to note, though no
direet connection has yet been made,
that Jacson was in Paris at the time
that another of Leon Trotsky's sec-
retaries, Rudolph Klement, was ab-
ducted and murdered by the GPU.
Klemenis headless and mautilated
body was found in the Seine affer
a palpably forged letter of his had
_been forwarded to the Trotskyist
movement in France. It is also in-
teresting to mnote that at about the
time, of Klement’'s murder, Jacson
hurriedly left for ' “Belgium"” and
was gone for some weeks. a

In time, Jacson came to the United
States and then to Mexico. He tra-
velled under a false passport issued
to a Canadian, Tony Babier, who
had been a.member of the Interna-
tional Brigade and who had died in
Spain. As Albert Goldman in his
pamphlet "“The Assassination of Leon
Trotsky—the Proofs of Stalin's Guilt”
(published by Pioneer Publishers)
observes: “It is a matter of common
knowledge that the GPU took away
the passport of every volunteer fight-
ing in that Brigade, inclyding Amer-
ican and Canadian volunteers. It is
a matter of common knowledge that
the GPU kept the passports of every
volunteer who was either killed in
action or killed by the GPU."

STALIN MANIPULATED ARM
THAT HELD THE PICK-AXE

Jacson was in Mexico at the time
of the Siquieros attempt, came to
the United States seweral days after
it and returned to Mexico on or about
July 1. He may have been involved
in that or he may simply have been
waiting to see if the attempt suc-
ceeded. This much, however, is
known: Jaeson, while in Mexico,
used an office that was also used by
Siguieros! Working carefully, taking
particular pains not to seem too for-
ward, Jacson established an acquaint-
anceship with friends of Trotsky and
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HOW GPU AGENT JACSON ASSASSINATED LEON TROTSKY

members of his household. Thus,
through Ageloff, he met "Alfred and
Marguerite Rosmer, close friends of
Trotsky, though Ageloff herself,
meeting Jacson in Mexico, made no
effort to introduce him into the Trot-
sky household. In this manner, Jae-
son managed to get himself invited
into Trotsky’s house and visited there
several times. This man, who had in
Paris denied any interest whatsoever
in politics, now pretended a great in-
terest in Trotsky's theories, going so
far as to proclaim himself a staunch
follower of Trotsky. i

On August 20 he drove to the Trot-
sky home and' unlike his usual cus-
tom, left hls Buick facmg away from
the house, prepared for a quick get-
away. He gained entrance to Trot-
sky's study by informing Trotsky,
whom he met in the yard, that he
had an article he wanted Trotsky to
read. While Trotsky was reading
this article, Jacson, approaching his
victim from behind, drove the pick-

axe into the revolutionist’'s brain. -

Trotsky's cries brought guards, one
of whom pounced on Jacson while
the other went to Trotsky's aid.
While the guard was pummelling
Jacson (and stopped by Natalia, who

wanted Jacson free to talk), the as-

sassin kept repeating: “They made
me do it, they made me do it.” And:
“They have imprisoned my mother—
they have imprisoned my mother.”

Placed under arrest by the Mexi-
can police, Jaéson;composed a long
statement which from beginning to
end reeks of the GPU. The full text
of this “confession” was published
with notes in! LABOR ACTION of
September 9, 1940’# and in the Gold-
man pamphlet. We'lack the space to
examine it here. Suffice it to say that
it exposes itself at every point. The
long police investigation disclosed
that there was no:record of a Van-
drendreschd or Mornard in Belgium,
either in or out of the nobility.
Though he spoké French fluently,
investigation pointed to Jacson being
a Balkan of undetermined national-
ity. And it is equally likely that the.
GPU has some sugh hold on him as
an imprisoned mother. It is a method
commonly employed by Stalin.

There has never been any doubt
that the GPU engineered the murder.
With the testimony of Budenz there
can be no doubi! Goldman recalls
in his pamphletidhat, when Trotsky’s
house - was: ‘beingroremodelled after
the May 24 assdult, Jacson remarked:
“The GPU will tse different meth-
ods.” He knew!

Jaeson is today in a Mexican jail.
Several times the Stalinists have
tried to spring ‘him. -There is no
doubt, that they ‘would like to kill
him, or spitit -him away to Russia,
for so long' as'héulives he may yet
tell the full story. It*is said that
Jacson is, therefore, not too anxious
to leave his prison cell.

It has also been reportéd that the
FBI interviewed Jacson last year
and received from him a full state-
ment. The principal outlines are
clear, but we should like to have
every last detail so that the Stalinist
murder machine can be pilloried be-
fore the entire world. There has
never been, we have said, any doubt
as to the responsibility of the GPU.
The Budenz story offers the last link
of pesitive evidence needed to im-
plicate the GPU. All that remains
now is more information on this
mysterious assassin, who he is and
where he comes from. We already
know who his employers were!

NOT ONLY TROTSKYISTS,
BUT ALL SOCIALISTS -

It is important that we know these

things. Knowing them, we can pre- ’
_sent "the evidence to the working

class of the world, to decent people
everywhere. We speak here of Trot-
sky, but there is much more involved
than Trotsky or his: followers who
have been killed.

We have already made mention of

two of Trotsky's secretaries, Harte :

and Klement, who were murdered.
A third, ERWIN WOLF, was kid-
napped and murdered in Barcelona
in 1937. But the systematic campaign
to eradicate Trotsky and his associ-
ates goes back to 1929 and before! In
1929, for example, BLUMKIN, a sin-
cere revolutionist who had become
a member of the GPU when he con-
sidered it an instrument for revolu-
tionary socialism, went to visit Trot-
sky in Prinkipo, Turkey. Blumkin
was killed!

In 1937, IGNACE REISS, another
member of the GPU, perceiving its
counter - revolutionary role, broke
with the GPU. He was murdered in
Switzerland and the facts as they
were disclosed in a court investiga-
tion at the time are every bit as
“story-hookish” as the facts sur-
rounding the Trotsky murder, in-
volving, among others, White Guard
agents of the GPU.

In that same year, Trotsky’s son,
Leon Sedov, died under mysterious
circumstances in Paris. Taken to a
hospital for an appendectomy, Leon
was presumably recovering, when,
without any established medical
reason, and in the absence of nurses

from his room, he died. Attempis to
exhume the body and examine it for
evidence of poison or other foul play

were balked. Thus, though there is

vet no direct proof that Stalin mur-
dered Leon Sedov, the suspicion of
murder stands; the ecircumstances
point to it.

One after another, with the ex-
ception of Natalia, whom they hoped
to get in the May 24 machine-gun-
ning, every member of Trotsky's
family has been removed, directly
or indirectly, by Stalin. Such is the
vengeance of the totalitarian monster

who sits in the Kremlin! Trotsky'’s

daughter, Zinaide, commifted sui-
cide, but her death can egually well
be laid at the door of Stalin, for she
lived in constant terror, hounded by
the GPU murder machine.

We should like to enumerate all
the Trotskyists and socialists who
have been murdered by Stalin. But
how is it possible? How is it possible
to name all the Greek revolutionists
who were Kkilled by the Sgalinists?
Several months ago LABOR ACTION
published a list of Greek Trotsky-
ists KNOWN to have been killed by
the Stalinist machine. Even that list
cannot be republished here. It is too
long!

And the tens of thousands, hun-
dreds of thousands!, who were killed
in Russia. Not all their names are
known, nor even their exact num-
bers. But they were killed by Stalin.
All the world knows of the infamous
Moscow Trials which sent to its death
almost the entire generation that
forged the Russian Revolution. Not
all ‘of these were Trotskyists. Some
of them were political opponents of
Trotsky. But they had participated
in the work of the revolution; they
remembered its ideals. They had to
be exterminated. Name them? To
list only the world-famous revolu-
tionists — Zinoviev, Kamenev, Buk-
harin and their co-workers—is an
impossibly long task. And there are
in addition the hundreds of thou-

The Murder Machine That Drove a Pick-Axe Into Trotsky’s Brain
Directs lts Terror Against All Sections of the Socialist Movement

sands of ‘“unknown” revolutionists,
Russian workers and peasants who
had to die because thdv had in them
the memory or conviction of the gi-

gantic days of the revolution. And"

there are theé hundreds of thousarids
of others, like Trotsky's ‘close col-
league,
dead or suffering a living death in
some concentration camp.

NIN, EHRLICH, ALTER—ALL
FACTS MUST BE MADE KNOWN

But, we repeat, far more isg in-
volved here than the Trotskyist
movement,

ANDRES NIN, the Spanish revo-
lutionary leader, was not at the time
of his death a Trotskyist. But he was
murdered by the GPU in Spain.
EHRLICH and ALTER were far
from being Trotskyists. They were
Polish socialists whose views differed
widely from Trotsky's. After Stalin
occupied Poland, during his past
with Hitler, these two socialists were
brought to Russia. Stalin tried to
bend them te his will. They refused.
An international campaign tried to
save them. They were murdered by
Stalin! They were not Trotskyists;
they were, however, implacable foes

of Stalinism. That sealed their doonr

once Stalin had them in‘his hands.
These facts must be repeated con-
stantly and every effort made to
disclose new facts. Recently stories
were published in the press of how
the GPU, operating through the
Communist Party, spreads its terror

through France. From small, inci-

dental beatings of socialists, trying
to distribute a leaflet, to assassina-
tion—it is all part of the work of the
GPU. And the GPU has at its dis-
posal the Communist Parties of each
country, which are nothing more nor
less than the tools of Stalin. Yes,

many members of the Communist.

Party, sincerely ‘interested in the
cause of the working class, may pro-
test. Yet it is a fact. They may have
joined out of the soundest of aspira-
tions. But, willy-nilly, they become

.

Rakovsky, who are either
_Stalinist totalitarianism.

*. ‘'and parcel jof. thé

members of a party whose leaders
are dictated to by Stalin, who exe-
cute every political turn at his com-
mand, and partlclpate in the crlmes

‘he organizes

The ‘working class has to drive
from its ranks the Stalinist influ-
ence. For. its own. self-protection, it
has to wage constant warfare against
he maur-
ders of the GPU, maciﬁne are; part
: systé”m that im-
poses slave. rule. on the Busslan peo-
ple, The GPU lives by assassina-
tions, lies and slanders of the men
who genuinely pursue socialist ideals.
It slanders them with fabricated aec-
cusations, according to' whatever is
Stalinist line at the moment, fabri-
cations that cannot stand the test of
examination, just as the accusations
and “confessions” of the Moscow
Trials fall to shreds at the merest

_scrutiny. Every bit of Stalinist du-

plicity must be made public and
broadeast widely. Everyone who has
information of the machinations of
the GPU must, be made to get up
and tell his story. That is why
months ago we challenged Budenz

-to tell his story. We challenge him

again to state whatever he has not
yet revealed. We asked the Nurem-
berg Court to question the Nazi de-
fendants of their alleged complicity
with  the: defandants in. the Moscow
Trials as charged by Stalin, The
prosecutors would not permit that
examination because it would irre-

vocably damn the infamy. perpeirat-"

ed against Stalin’s victims.

We ‘demand . that Ruby Weil be
brought forward to add to the evi-
dence. We demand that Browder and
Stachel and| every one of the gang-
ster leaders of the Communist Party
be challenged to tell what they know.
Ferreting out the truth about the
Trotsky assassination, the Reiss as-
sassination, the Ehrlich and Alter
murders is a NECESSARY service
to the cause of the working class, to
the cause of socialist freedom.

Excerpts from them follow:

personnel of the GPU?

sky's murder?

We do not know how much the editors of the
Daily Worker are let into the inner secrets of the
GPU. They are, however, part of the entire GPU
apparatus——Budenz when he was editor, as much as
others who have edited it since. Very “ell what we
want to know then, Mr. Budenz, is this:

What else do you know about the activities and

What do you know about the assassination of Leon
Trotsky, plotted and carried through to execution by
the GPU? In the investigation of the murder of Leon
Trotsky, one of the chains in the GPU link was traced
to YOU, Mr. Louis Budenxz! Tell us, now that your soul
is seeking redemption, what de you know about Trot-

“Labor Action’’ Demanded That Budenz
Reveal Facts on the GPU Assassins

Aware that Louis Budenz was in the inside of the
Stalinist-GPU machine, LABOR ACTION has twice
editoriclly demanded that he tell the *fucts he knew
about the Trotsky murder. These editorials indicated
that Budenz was not telling all he knew; that it was to
the advantage of the labor movement to get him to
talk. The first editorial appeared in our November 25,
1946 issue; the second in our February 17, 1947 issue.

And what do you krow about other anti-working
class machinations and assassinations and hooligan
attacks carried out by the GPU against Trotskyists,
and revolutionists: more.generally, in_this country and..
others? You appear to know a lot about Eisler. Let us
have ALL the facts.

Again we put our question fo Mr. Budenz: What
niore do you Know? Get out of the secret chambers
of the FB! and Congress! Make your information avail-
able to the labor movement. Name names!

* Budenz's_disclosures have been hitting the head- .,
lines regularly ever since he quit being editor of the
Daily Worker, organ of the Communist Party, and
became converted to Catholicism. So far he hasn’t
told us-anything that we did not know. . We would like
him to tell much more, and to tell a few things about
HIMSELF! ‘As editor of the Daily Worker he was
in the GPU entourage. He claims knowledge of GPU
activities. Let him make his real information publiec.
Let him say a few things about his own activities.
Let him tell us what he knows about the Trotsky
agsassination. And we have reason to believe that
he knows more than he has made public.
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Budenz Book Proves Trofsky

(Continued from page 1)

In this article we shall present in
detail the revelations made by Bud-
enz, quoting his account where neces-
sary. Let us begin with the most im-
portant revelation: that the murder
of Trotsky was partly prepared in
New York City by the GPU and the
Stalinist Party leadership, in which
Budenz himself played a key role.

In this story of the New York Stal-
inists’ role in the preparations for
Trotsky’s murder, Louis Budenz him-
self, despite his attempts now to hide
behind the skirts of “Mary Immacu-
late, Patroness of our Beloved Land,”
to whom the book is dedicated, played
an important part. Budenz had at
one time been associated with left-
-wing anti-Stalinist groups—the Con-
ference for Progressive Labor Action
and the American Workers Party in
the early thirties—and when he
joined the Stalinists in 1935 he was
therefore of special value to them as
an “anti-Trotskyist specialist.” Not
long afterward Budenz was enmesh-
ed in the GPU apparatus as a tool
who provided it with special infor-
mation about the Trotskyists. As
Budenz describes it:

"It was rather early in my
party career that | was sum-
moned to meet members of the
Soviet secret police. .. . The tele-
phone on my desk rang impera-
tively. The call was from Jack
Stachel on the ninth floor. | was
wanted 'at a conference' there."
Budenz, accordingly, went to a

nearby restaurant where he met “a
well-built individual of about 40”
who was introduced to him as
“Friend Richards.” Richards, says
Budenz, had an obviously Russian
accent.

“As we ate together, R!chards
quietly told me his purpose in see-
ing me. His commission was to in-
vestigate the condition of fhe So-
cial Democrats, and to determine
who among them and what Trot-
skyites and "fascists' were making
organized efforts to enter the So-
viet Union....

", .. But where did | fit info an
enterprise for the protéction of
the Soviet Union against plot-
ters? | was readily told. | was to
collect all the data | had on ene-
mies of fhe Soviet Union wifhin
the Left of labor ranks, and spe-
cifically the Trotskyists. Their
names were to be diven dnd
everything else about them that
might be pertinént ¥o this inquiry.
Particular attention was to be
paid those who did much travel-
ing, especially abroad. If | could
learn where they went or were
reputed fo have gone, so much the
better. Could my report be ready
by the following Monday, fhree
days hence?"

In this way, then, was Budenz
sucked into the GPU’s grasp. Was he’
really so naive to believe that the
GPU wanted this information to pre-
vent plots—at the very time that it
was engaged in a campaign to mur-
der all dissidents and was concocting

the fra-me-up Moscow trials? Prob-
ably not; whatever else, Budenz
gives littlé evideénce of naivete. In
any case, that is"his weak excuse for
having consented to serve the GPU.

After that, Budenz held regular
appoinfments with the GPU. Their
agents changed, from “Richards’ to
“Michaels” to “Robérts” but the pro-
cedure was-the same. The original
agent, “Richards,” returned and
asked Budenz what he knew about
the national execyjive -board of the

+ Socialist Party. To the best of his

ability, Budenz sketched the mem-
bers of that board as he knew them.

It should be remembered that at
the time the American Trotskyists
were in the Socialist Party; there-
fore the GPU agent’s question was
not merely connected with the Social-
ist Party, but with the plans the
GPU was hatching against Trotsky
and his followers.

THE CHAIN THAT LEADS
TO TROTSKY'S MURDER

For several years' Budenz con-
tinued to act the informer against
the American revolutionists in be-
half of Stalin’s murder machine. His
usefulness to the GPU inéreased.
When a new and more skillful GPU
agent, “Roberts,” was assigned to
work with him, Budenz broadened
the scope of his work. Thus he care-
fully notes that his was not “a me-
nial task.” Such tasks as peeking
through keyholes and searching mail-
boxes were reserved for others. Bud-
enz’s job was to get facts “about per-
sons, dates and addresses” as direc¢t-
ed by Roberts.. To get them he went
“into the highways and byways of
New York and picked them up in
casual conversation.”

“Roberts” who knew his business,
soon had Budenz snooping around
and picking up all sorts of material.
This activity was known to the then
leaders of the American CP, Brow-
der and Stachel, who even helped
Budenz. It should be noted that Bud-
enz was a mere tool; he never knew
what happened with the information
he provided, tb whom it went; he was
a mere wretched snooper in the serv-
ice of a murder machine.

After a while “Roberts” showed
him some’ photographs and lists of
names. Among these was that of a
young woman named Sylvia Ageloff,
later to play the role of a tragically
duped vietim of the GPU in the Trot-
sky ‘murder. Let us quote this section
from Budenz; we are getting to the
cenfral point:

“Photographs, foo, came Into
his ('Roberts'—l. H.) field of in-
quiry. . . . Then he inquired about
certain names on lists, whigh he

. said were 'Trotskyite couriers.

" ... Another was Sylvia Ageloff,
whose name became widely
krown as the woman who brought
Leon Trotsky's assdssin, 'Frank
Jdacson,' into Mexico."

' It was not an accident that “Rob-
erts” mentioned Miss Ageloff to Bud-
enz, For a little while later, writes
Budenz—

"Roberts startled me by asking

that | bring Miss Y, a young wo-
man who he had learnéd was a
friend of Sylvia Agéloff, ‘the Trot-
'skyfs¥ courier.' | had known ‘Miss Y
in the CYLA (Conference for Pro-
gressive Labor Action) and had
béen aware that she seémed to
kiiow Both certdin Trotskyifeés'and
éetfain St¥alinists. | was not sure
about hér fealty, but Reberts had
dpparently ‘checked and seemed
‘assuréd that she was ‘loyal.’
"Yiough she had" never done afders
tover work before. That was why
he wanted me to-introduce her to
him. | complied with his request.”
The web of intrigue is now clear,
is it not? The GPU had cleverly fixed

. on Miss Ageloff as a possible dupe

through whom access might be ge-
cured .to the Trotsky household. It
kneéw, further, that this Miss Y,
whose name is really Ruby Weil
(Budenz hides her identity for rea-
sons of his own private conveni-
ence . ..) was acquainted with Miss
Ageloff. Accordingly it planned to
use Ruby Weil as a means of brjng-
ing Miss Ageloff and the GPU
agent, “Jacson,” Trotsky's assassin,
together. Thereby “Jacson” was able
to assume a false pose as her friend,
and gained entry into Trotsky's
house.

In this plot Budenz played a key
role. It-was he who brought the GPU
and Ruby Weil together! It was he
who gave the GPU this invaluable
contact! It is he who, along with
others of Stalin’s GPU, has the blood
of Leon Trotsky on his hands!

Budenz puts the matter very
bluntly :

"l learned that this quiet-
voiced, grave-faced, intelligent
man ('Roberts’) had arranged the
preliminaries for one of the great-
est political assassinations of re-
cent years. He had served his
Soviet masters weil, using many
innocent people in the process
and calmly abusing their confi-
dence. It was a first-class in-
stance of the ruthlessness with
which the Soviet machine will use
people for its.ends and then leave
them. shattered and uncertain to
face as they may the conse-
quences of Soviét plots and gang-
ster acts. So far as | could piece
that plot together, several unsus-
pecting persons were left high
and dry in this very fashion, Even
1 did not dream that this mild-
Mannered wan, so preoccupied
with 'defending the Soviet Unién,'
was enguged in such a fantastic
fatality as was to be staged in
Mexico City. »

“And that is the story of the
killing of Leon Trotsky. In 1940
and 1941 the Miss Y whom | had
brought fo Roberts . . . was se-
verely ill with fuberculosis and
confiried fo various convalescent
homes. | had not seen Wer for
many months, but before going
away she had looked me up and
hurriedly told me part of the
stary . .. Roberts gradually §ot
ler to estdblish close connectibns
with the Trotskyites, including a

i’rlp to Paris: fo attend a Tro!slly-
ite 'congress.’

". . . sh¢ wds pérsudded Ify
NKVD (GPU—I. H.) people in
Paris (if | remember correctly,
the agent then was another wo-
man) #¢ introduce 'Frank Jacson'
as a Belgian count fo Sylvia Age-
1off . . . who promptly fell in love
with him. It was later disclosed
that through her he Becamie ac-
cepfed by fthe Trotskyites and
wds smuggled info Mexico, where
he gained ddmission to the Trot-
sky household. He was the man
who murdered the férmer Soviet
leadeér.”

There, then, is the story of the
Trotsky murder. A eratk has taken
place in the GPU-Stalinist mac¢hine;
one of its flunkies, Louis Budenz, has
told some of the dirt he knows (we
are ready to state that he knows a
good deal more about the Stalinist
machine, but that he does not talk
for reasons of his own). And the
truth is then that Trotsky's murder
was planned in New York City by
the GPU in conjunction with the
American Stalinist leaders.

GPU'S IMPLICATION CAN
NO LONGER BE DOUBTED

No one can doubt this any more.
A formerly highly-placed leader of
the American CP, Louis Budenz,
former editor of the Daily Worker
and member of the CP National
Committee, has told part of the in-
side story. Now all the feeble alibis
of the Stalinist gangsters that Trot-
sky’s murderer was a disaffected fol-
lower, that Jacson murdered Trotsky
for personal reasons are shown to be
the desperate lies they were.

The blood of Troisky rests on the
hands of Stalin and his GPU!

The blood of Trotsky rests on the
hands of Louis Budenz, of Earl Brow-
der, of Jack Stachel, of the entire
Stalinist-GPU Mafia! ’

Let the facts be known. Let them
be spread far and wide. Thé #ruth is
vindicated by one of the guilty fools
of the assassins himself. The head-
quarters of the American Communist
Party at 35 East 12th Street, New
York; is not a workers' heddquarters;
it is the center from which reaction:
ary Stalinism plans and ‘prepares the
murders of the revolutionary social-
ists, of its great Marxist opponents
like Troisky. .

This is the:story of the murder of,
Leon Trotsky, as told by Louis Bud-
enz, one of the men responsible for
that murder.

i L ]
BOOK DISCLOSES
OTHER MURDERS

Though the most sensational dis-
closure of Bidenz's book is his ac-
count of the preparations for Trot-
sky’s riurder,~there are many other
valuable pieces 6f information in it.

Ignace Reiss was a GPU agent
who in 1936 broke from his masters
and solidarized himself with the
Fourth-International. Shorﬂy after-
wards he was murdered in Switzer-
land. This murder, the Trotskyists
conclusively demonstrated, was or-

T

NATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRY IN ENGLAND

By STANLEY GREY

It was demonstrated last week that it is “con-
trol of the means of production” which is decisive
in estimating any society. In a capitalist system,
it is the capitalist class which controls the means
of production by virtue of owning them. In a so-
cialist society, it would be the people thémselves
who would own and control the means of produc-
tion. Socialism without workers control of produc-
tion is impossible.

Let us take this crucial measuriig rod and
apply it to England, the country which the U. S.
capitalists eall “socialist.” Who owns and controls
production in England, the capitalist class or the
working class?

With the capitalist press incessantly hammer-
ing away about “socialism” and “nationalization”
in England, it is sometimes forgotten that, despite
all the talk, there has been very little actual na-
tionalization. So far, only the Bank of England

and the coal industry have been taken over by the'

state. Outside of these spheres, the capitalist class
continues to own the means of production, To be
sure, there are plans and projects for further na-
tionalization. But these future nationalizations
will come to life—as have the previous two—at a
time and under conditions favorable to the capi-
talist class.

The sum total of all projected nationalizations
would still leave capitalist rule intact. The Labor
Party has announced it does not intend to nation-
alize more than about 20 per cent of English in-
dustry. Under the best conditions, therefore, with
the successful realization of the Labor Party pro-
gram, the means of production in the country will
remain predominantly in the hands of the capital-
ist class. To speak of such an ecoromy as being
“speialist” is either inexcusable ignoranee or ma-
liciots distortion designed to charge socialism with
the failures of capitalism.

CAPITALIST PROFITS CONTINUED

In addition to the fact that the nationalized
industry is only a small fragment of thé economy,
the nationalized industries themselves are oper-
sted in a capitalist manner for the beénéfit of the
¢apitalists. The proof of this is that

1) the capitalists whé were "expropriated™ ré
ceived huge compensation for fheir property und
were granted interest-bearing governmeiit bonds as
a sourée of continuing "profit” and

2) the capitalists who previously owned the in-
dustry continue f6 manage it under state owner-
ship. There is no workers' control.

Let us examine the nationalized Bank of Eng-
land and the coal industry for verification.

In nationalizing the Bank of England the gov-
ernment compensated the shareholders by giving
them $1200 worth of government stock at 3 per

cent interest for every $400 worth of stock for-

merly at 12 per cent. This indeed is nationalization.

with a profit . . . for the capitalists.

It placed Lord Catto, who had been governor
of the Bank of England and a leader of Brifish
finance, in the position of chairman of the Board
of Governors of the nationalized bank. Thus the
capitalists maintained their control.

I# failed to nationalize the Joint Stock Banks

which have gréat loan powers dnd exercise a cor-
responding influence over indusfry. The fdilure to
nationalize these importaiit banking insfitutions
waukened immeasurably the alreddy feeble nation-
aliz&tion of the Bank of England.
*  The nationalization of the Bank of England
was therefore little more than an accounting trans-=
action in which the cash value of the stocks was
increased 300 per cent with thé power of control
left in the hands of the old capitalist financiers.

PATTERN OF CAPITALISM CONTINUES

In the nationalized coal industry the same pat-
tern prevails. Whereas before the capitalists
owned and managed the industry and risked great
profit losses due to its backwardness, today the
capitalists are still in control and enjoy guaran-
teed profits. These profits consist of the intérest
on the government bonds which the former owners
réceived in compeénsation.

Buf #he industry continaés to be backwdrd and
lose money. Who suffers the losses now? They are
absorbed by the state which means that fhey are
placed upon the shoulders of the people. National-
ization of coal has therefore meant little more than
nationalization of the losses of the coal industry and
the guaranteeing of the profits of the capitalist coal
magnatés.

It is almost as if the Labor Party was deliber-
ately trying to illustrate Lenin’s statement that
“state monopoly in capitalist society is nothing
more than a means of increasing end guarantee-
ing the income of millionaires on the verge of
bankruptey in one branch of industry bi‘_ano‘t'he?f.”
In this respect, if in no other, the Labor Party has
followed Lenin’s analysis to the limit.

The capitalists not only draw their interest on
their bonds, but they continue to manage the in-
ditstry. The ruling body is the National Coal
Board. On it sit two picked trade union bureau-
erats who had to resign from their unions—with
union pernnssmn—to serve. The only power this
labor “representation”-has on the board is to
advise. Needless to say, the cepitalists and their
represéntatives on the board need not take their
advice. Thus even this meager, undemocratic rep-
resentation of labor in the industry which the
“people” own has no moré real power to control
production than any editorial in a newspaper. The
capitalists dominate the board, the former tech-

nicians and administrators continue to run the in-
dustry, and the worker is, as before, an exploited
instrument of production with no powar of control.
For him tHe “new management” is still the old
régime. As the French saying goes, the more
things have changed the more they have remained
the same.

A GOOD RISK FOR CAPITALISTS

Hugh Daltén, Chaneellor of the Exchéquer,
was stating séber and self-damning fact when he
said: “The credit of the British government noiv
stands so high that we are able to borrow money
more cheaply than has ever been possible before.
In fact, the Labor Government ia d good risk, and
the city (E'ﬂgland’s Walil Stmet—S G.) recog-
nizes that fuct.”

Small wonder. The social rule of the capitalist
class remains intact. The government saved the
coal magnates from bankruptey and rewarded
their bequest to the British people of a broken-
down industry with huge compensations. The
government follows capitalist policies at home and
abroad.

The surprise in the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer’s statement is not that the government
is a “good risk”—that is only common sense for
the capitalist—but that a “socialist” minister has
no hesitation and shame in announcing this faet
to the public. The spectacle of this “socialist”
boasting of the confidence of the eapitalist class
reveals perhaps better than any other single fact
that these Labor Party “socialists” are liftle more
than humble and grateful sérvants of the cép:tai-
ist class. History has shown that where the capi-
talist class allows ‘“‘socialists” to take power with-
out molestation, these “socialists” prove to be the
faithful servants of the capitalist class. The Labor
Party is only the latest of many examples.

To sum up: The English economy rerains
basically a capitalist economy. The capitalist class
still owns most of thé means of production. Those
which are nationalized remsin under its control
and provide it with huge profits in the form of

_interest on government bonds. There is no workers

control of production. If it is argued that the
British experiment is still young and it will take
tinte to Feach socialism, it should be understood

that this infant born of the marriage of the Labor .

Party and the cap:tallst class will never cut its
socialist teeth. It is as much the child of the capi-
talist class as the Labor Party is its servant. The
main contribution of the Labor Party was to put
a “socialist” label on the wristband. This néw label
cannot conceal the old fact of capifalist rule.
Next wéeek’s installment will deal with the
meaning of workers’ control of produétion based

"on a nationalized economy,

ganized by the GPU itself. Budenz
confirms this charge to the hilt, con-
firms furthér that the leaders of
American Stalinism — those totally
depraved and corrupted creatures—
knew the truth about the Reiss mur-
der. .
Budenz writes:
di‘l aneother occdsion Comrade
‘H (Clarence: Hdﬂwwuy. former
éditor of fiie Daily Worker—I. H.)
Made séme ‘inferesting comments
_‘or conféssions regarding Ignatz
Matia Reiss, That faithful Red
dnd méniber of fhe conspiratorial
‘apparafus for the Conimunist In-
fernational had swddenly gone
Isu‘llr on his CI ‘work, disillusioned
by fhie criiélfy of the gangsfer ap-
pardfus. He wis kidndpped dnd
'Ittihfdhféﬂd in ‘France, dnd the evi-
dence’ pbihfe‘d “everwhelmingly to
‘the Soviet sécret police. The New
‘Républic chdse f'p sdy as mich
‘and to ‘Make @ Bifter assaiilt on
Soviet ussassination mefhods . . .
1 su.i'tﬁjésfed ‘We reply fo it.
"Comrade H ‘said #his was ‘iin-
possible’ and he stresséd the
word . .. | was sfuiborn and per-
sistéd in rdising the question ...
o mir H took me aside
fhen, ‘dnd said, ‘Don't you know
whiit you're doing? You are rais-
iviy ‘o ‘question which we will not
dedl with under any circumstdn-
ces. This Reiss case is closed so
far ‘as we are ‘concerned. We
have received definite instruc-
tions not to mention it, no matter
what happens. The facts weon't
stand discussion.
"Even then, | said, being some-
what chasfened. 'Frume-up. éh?"
And he. replied, 'Thuf's Meaot™

~ Another mstance of long-discussed
Stalinist terror is cleared up by Bud-
enz. That is the Julia Stuart Poyntz
¢ase. Poyntz was, in Budenz’s words:

! g promluenf member of the

Communist Party and wds a part

of the conspiratérial dpparatus,

but just before her disappear-

'blléef. shé Wad begun to differ with

1Hat group. The member of the

Polifical Comimittee whom we

shidfl call Comrade H (Cldrence

Hathaway—I. H.) advised me, al-

most ih s¢ many words, that she

had béen 'liquidated’ by the So-
viet secret pofice.”

Later Budenz had a further con-
versation with Hathaway, during
which Hathaway told him about the
Poyntz case:

*'Well,' he drawled, 'that is
hot cargo, that case. We never
want to allude to it in ocur press
or touch on anything that might
lead to a discussion of if. It's hot
cargo, mind you, and it could
cause serious trouble in the un-
dercover.' Then he caught hlmself
short and made a meonmgless
joke. And a year or two later,
when we were discussing a fur-
ther developmont of this case, he
was even more emphatic.”

.
_ Has Budenz told all he knows? We
doubt it very much. What, for in-
stance, does Budenz know about the
murders of Rudolph Klement and

‘Erwin Wolf, European Trotskyists

who were victims of the GPU?
What does he know about the present
apparatus of the GPU in America?

Let him name names! LABOR AC-
TION has in editorials reprinted in
this issue demanded that Budenz
spill all the facts he knows about the
insidious workings of the Stalinists,
not to the FBI, but to the labor
movement which must be the main
foree to smash Stalinism, He has told
a lot. But is that all he knows?

STRIKING PICTURE
OF LIFE IN CP

If the most striking aspect of Bud-
énz’s book is his revelations about
the GPU murder machine, his pic-
ture of the inner life of the Ameri-
can Stalinist Party is also of great
importance.

From -Budenz's book one gets an
almost incredible picture of internal
totalitarianization, of eringing and
debased personalities known to the
outside world as leaders of the Amer-
ican Stalinist Party but in reality
mere flunkies of the GPU and the
Kremlin.

This article is already much too
long, so we shall not give too many
details. But we wish to urge every
one to read this, book, provided they
have rather strong stomachs. Bud-
enz, for instance, tells the story of
the downfall of Clarence Hathaway.
That unfortunate person was at one
time editor of the Daily Worker and
a top figure in American Stalinism.
Yet Budenz reports an incident in
whlch a GPU man, “Edwards,”
stormed into the Worker’s editorial
office to berate Hathaway. “Edwards”
told Hathaway off in no uncertain
terims, and Hathaway swallowed it
quietly, smiling a little shamefaced-
ly.

Later on Hathaway became cyni-
cal and as Budenz reports:

"Once, in the rear of a Nation-

4l Committee meeting, he had

suddenly whispered: 'Even such

wise men as Browder and Sfachel

?ei their orders how to think

rom abréad. Their "lines" dre

not self-starting." When | looked
up quizzically, he laughed rather

+ vacuously and became stone si-
lent."

Budenz paints a picture of the

‘intrigue in the National Committee

of the CP at the time of the downfall
of Browder and the reemergence of
Foster that is fascinating in a mae-
abre sort of way. All of Browder's
former adulators—espectally Eugene
Dennis, present party secretary, who

I:ad been the foremost hosanna-
singer for Browder—were afraid to
talk to him in the CP building. A
few, like Roy Hudson, tried to make
peace by persuading Browder to ca-
pitulate, but they too fell into line
when Foster made it clear that he
had the backing of Moscow.

For three or four weeks, Budenz re-
veals, Browder tried desperately to
readjust himself to the .new -line. He
believed for a while that Moscow
would come fo his rescue. The new
line had come in a specidl letter from
Joseph Starobin, Daily Worker foreign
edlfor. who was then atfending the
Iopemng sessions of the United Na-
ions. Sfdrobin was handed the line
fheére by Dmitri Manuilsky, Stalinist
delevgafe b the UN. Browder believed

that his line would be backed up by
filin and therefore refused to go
ulong with Manuilsky. He paid for his
mistake.

~ The sessions of the National Com-
mittee meetings of the American CP
are vividly described by Budenz.
Were there not overwhelming evi-
dences from other sources and were
not Budenz a personal participant,
it would be- difficult to believe that
such sycophaney, such knee-seraping,
such debasement of personality and
dignity is possible even in the Stalin-
ist party. When Browder was in fa-
vor, his entrance into a National
Committee meeting evoked a half
hour of applause. When he was in
disfavor, no one said hello to him.

That, then, is the picture of Amer-
ican Stalinism.

AND A WORD ABOUT
MR. BUDENZ HIMSELF

A word, perhaps, should be said
about Budenz himself. This wretched
hypocrite now pretends that he was
always on the verge of religious con-
version, even during his years as a
Stalinist. Such aceclaim is, of course,
nonsense; it is an attempt at retro-
spective whitewash.

But to the revoluhonury movement,
to every honest person in fact, Budenz
presenfs a totally nauseating specta-
cle. Here is a man who knew the truth
about the Trotsky murder, the Reiss
murder, the Poyntz kidnapping, for at
least six years—dnd said nofhing. To-
day he preaches mérality. . . . Here is
a man who even in this book, written
under the Catholic canopy, continues
—rthe habit is in his blood—#to spredd
such infamous slanders as that the
German Trotskyists were pris6i
guards for Hitler, even though he
knows full well that the German Trot-
skyists were among the first fo be
miurdered and imprisoned by Hitler.
It is to be observed that here Buden:z
speaks nct from personal knowlcdge,
but {rem hearsay, based on vaguc au-
thorities whose animating motive is
hatred of revolutionary socialism.

Here is a man who served as the
finger for the GPU, pointing out dise
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sidents, checking on prospective GPU
agents, obtaining information for the
Stalinist Mafia. And today he splut-
ters with Hail Marys oh every page.

Here is @ man who was responsible
in part for the murder of the greatest
revolufionary socialist of our time, a
figure of titanic heroism and un-
matched intellect, @ man who kept
alive the Socialist lame in the darkest
days—Leon Trotsky. And this willing
pawn of murderers dares talk about
morality. . . .

But enough about Budenz. He has
merely transferred from one totali-
tarian allegiance to another.

.

The central task in connection
with this book remains. Budenz has
spilled the faets, the Stalinist mono-
lithic wall has eracked. The truth is
out on the murder of Leon Trotsky.

Let us spread these facts far and
wide until every worker, evéry human
being knows the truth about Stalin-
ism—+this machine of murder, counter-
revolution and fotalitaridn despotism.
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Il. Fér a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationdlize Big Business

VYeferans

additional dependent.

year of service.
IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

Program of the

Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases wlthuut price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage incredse to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage secunty through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for # $5000 annual minithum per family.

lll. Clear ‘"IE Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediate]y on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

) For a 109 per cent on all wartinie profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big. monopohes the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owred by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

V1. End Discrimination Against the Negro People
For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.
Vil. Opén the Doobrs to the Jews
For full and unrestrlcted immigration into the United, States by

the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

V. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sih-
gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu- -
ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Brmg the
American troops home, For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Labcr Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratie Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL'

J

L

¢

1R




bl

March 17, 194?

Page 7

AKRON

Write to Box 221 for informatlon.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston 5t

Meetings of Soclalist Youth League
held every IFriday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.

For details of Workers
branch, contact above address.

BUFFALO .
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,

and fipor, Chicago 7.
Teleph CHEsapeake 5708

OfMce hours: 3-6:80 p.m. daily, ex~
cept Bundays., Tuesday and Wednes-
day eveninygs.

CLASSES—e¢very Friday night at
8 o'clock on a series of Marxist clas-
gics. Led by Albert Goldman.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE busi-

Party

' ness meetings held every Sunday at

7:30. Forums held three times a
month on Sundays at 8:30.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Parly meets every Sunday at
8:00 p.m.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets cevery IFriday
at 8:00 p.m. .

A class in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite headguarters are not yet
established for these meetings.

DETROIT
Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
9 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 6559,
Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on "Sta-
linism."

LOS ANGELES

Headquarters at 3161 W. Pico,
near Olive, Telephone: RlIchmond
7-8230.

Office ‘houtrs: 2 to 5 p.m. daily ex-
cept Sunday.

LOUISYILLE

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 8§ p. m.;
Baturday—3 to 4 p. m. ;
Forums every Friday at §:30 p.m.
" at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m. =

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH:

AeFA & Al

Meets every

Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St,
third floor. )

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
"Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 Wesat 14th St
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.

. BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meets every .Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton S5t., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.). .

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 pm. at the

Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.
READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs ‘'of the Reading
Branch of the Workers. Party ad-
dress: P. Or Box 1671.

Regular class on the '"Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism" ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:50.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd -loor).

WP branch meets Wedneaday at
g pm. ¥

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at §:00 p.m.
centa.

LABOR ACTION FORUMS cach
Sunday at 8:15 p.m., LABOR ACTION
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave., N. L,
corner of 12th and Girard.

Saturday, March 15, 8§ p.m.—A mu-
sicale.

Saturday, March 29, 8 p.m.—Dance

and social.

Friday evening lectures in “Social
Forces in American History,” begin-
ning IFriday, March 28, at & p.m. Sub-
scription, 25 cents per lecture, §1.00
per series of six.

ST. LOUIS
Wreite Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of the Workers Party in -the San
Francisco Bay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 206,
Oakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE
Write to P. O. Box 29, University
Post Office, for information.

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in c¢ities not
ligted above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Sguare, Long Island City 1,
N: ¥,
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DECISION ON UMW POINTS TO VITAL Ll:'_SSON FOR LABOR

Whose Interests Does Supreme Court Serve?--

(Continued from page 1)

“any case of admixture of civil and
criminal proceedings in one.”

Murphy wrote in his dissent that
“time and again strikes were bro-
ken,” before the Norris-LaGuardia
Act by the issuance of temporary re-
straining orders., The “highly fluid
character” of labor disputes and the
delay in getting final court aetion in
injunction cases, “often resulted in
neutralizing the rights of employees
to strike and picket.” The UMWA
decision was “full of dangerous im-
plications.” The government would
have the power to seize property
where a strike was threatened, get
an injunction and then return the
property to the private owners after
the strike had been broken.

THE "JUDICIAL" MIND

We have dealt with the reasoning
of the various members of the Su-
preme Court as an illustration of the
“judicial process” and the judieial
mind; particularly to show what the
“judicial process” and the judicial
mind are in cases where the capital-
ist courts are ¢onsidering the rights
of the working class. Here was a sor-
did display of what Lewis’ “constitu’
tional eourt” really is. This fantastic
orgy of legal and constitutional ver-
biage, this barrage of solemn so-
phkistry and word-mongering is, ac-
cording to his communication to the
miners; a basis for the protection of
“American liberties and the rightful
privileges of individual citizens.”

How could Lewis or anyone else
have expected anything different.
Murphy was the only justice who even
approached getting down to the nub
of the situation. What else could the
Supreme Court have done? Could this
supreme representative of the capital-
ist ruling class render a decision, in a
labor case, which meant that workers
have the right to strike against the
government of the capitalist exploit-
ers? I} is only the capitalist exploiters
themselves who have the right to do
this and under the protection of the
courts. =

Aireraft companies during the war
can hold up production until their
government guarantees them a high-
* er profit. Copper companies can sup-
ply their government with defective

cable, The du Ponts can maintain-

agreements with German trusts dur-
ing the war. The big capitalist cor-
porations can do all these things and
more. They can get away with it be-
cause it is their government at Wash-
ington: their President, their Con-
gress and their Supreme Court.
What did the Supreme Court real-
ly say in this decision? It said two

things. It said first that workers
must not strike against the govern-
ment. The court upheld by this de-
cision the contention of the govern-
ment that wherever the government
puts up a sign bearing the legend,
“U. 8. Property,” it makes no differ-
ence if the property really does not
belong to the government. Thys the
court said that not only must work”
ers not strike against the government
where the government really owns,
as in the case of a navy yard, but
also in the case of the mines, which
are really owned by the eoal compa-
nies and are only being temporarily.
operated by the government.

The court said that wherever a
U. S. marshal, an officer of the Army
or Navy, tacks up a sign by order of
the President, saying "'U. S. Property,"”
no strike can take place legally at
that place or in that industry. The Su-
preme Court said, in effect, that no
distinction will be made on threat of
strike, between a government navy
yard, arsenal, or atomic bomb plant
and the property of Mellon, Ford,
-du Pont or Meorgan, if the government
is temporarily in possession bf that
property. Despite the fact that the
private owners still operate the plant,
determine wages, working conditions
and prices, continue to receive the
profits, determine and pay dividends
and interest—in such plants the work-
ers, according to the court, are em-
ployes of the government. Even
though government ownership is a fic-
tion, the employes may not strike.

The Supreme Court also said that
the decisions and rulings of a judge
must be obeyed even though a higher
court or some members of the higher
court, may hold that the lower court
had “no jurisdiction.” That is, Lewis
and the UMWA should have obeyed
the order of Goldsborough even
though they believed, and a higher
court may have decided later, that
the Norris-LaGuardia Act did apply.

NO FIME TO LAMENT

This decision of the Supreme
Court only underscores again the fu-
tility of labox relying on the capital-
ist courts for protection and support.
The government at Washington had
only one aim in view: to establish its
contention that “you cannot strike
against the government.” The gov-
ernment sought ‘through appeal to
another section of itself, to strength-
en its position as the defender of the
interests of the capitalist ruling
class. Is anyone so stupid as to be-
lieve that the only concern of the
government was ta keep the produc-
tion of coal going? To believe this is
toraccept the hypperitical and reac-

.'n“[

tionary sobbing of the -capitalist
press in its editorial writing about the
hardships which would be inflicted
on schools and hospitals if a strike
took place in the mines. '

The action of the government and
the Supreme Court, in this case, again
should make clear that labor cannot
depend on the government in any re-
spect. Neither on acts of Congress,
orders of the President or decisions
of the courts. Labor cannot put its
faith in anti-injunction laws. The gov-
ernment will find a way to violate
these anti-injunction acts, the couris
will find a way to sustain the govern-
ment and Congress will find a way to
ignore any violation of its legislation
by the Presjdent or by the courts.
That is, where the rights of labor are
concerned. '

For labor to wail and lament over
this decision is a waste of time. To
berate the Supreme Court or the
government for taking such a posi-
tion “after the war is over,” is to
misunderstand the war, the govern-
ment, the capitalist ruling class and
capitalist society. It is precisely be-
cause labor did not understand the
Second Imperialist World War, the
role of , the government at Washing-
ton and capitalist sdeiety as a whole,
that labor is confronted today with
such a decision as this, with such an
arrogantly hostile Congress and with
an administration, that no matter
how stupid, is solidly devoted to the
straight-jacketing gf labor. The
President may be “suffering from
“delerium Trumens,” there may be
those who are convinced that he is
what Mencken called Calvin Coolidge,
but at least he is aware that the
capitalist ruling class must be pro-
tected from labor.

'HOW TO. FIGHT

If labor cannot strike against the
government at Washington then we
need to put a government in Wash-
ington that we .can strike against if
such an act is necessary in .order to
defend our interests and the interests
of the masses. Labor cannot go on
forever accepting the decision of the
capitalist government that we can
only strike against “private employ-
ers” and then only under conditions
set by the government of the private
employers. This can only mean .that
we can only strike on conditions set
by the capitalist employers, when
they decide and only so long as they.
are willing to let the strike go on.
This is not the way we won the right
to organize and to exercise the right
of collective bargaining.  We did not
get our unions and the rights we
have, as workers, through respect for

Readerd

Hits SWP Attitude
Toward the GPU

Comrade Weber who submitted
the letter we publish below is well
known in the Trotskyist movement.
We asked Comrade Weber to con-
dense his letter, in view of our space
limitations. He asked us, however, to
publish his letter in its entirety,

s y_h}i\;:h we herewith do.

Dear Editor:

The attitude of the “official” Trot-
skyists toward Stalinism and the
GPU has been for some years enough
to set one's teeth on edge. As if to
clinch matters in this respect, there
is an editorial in the February 15,
1947, issue of the Militagt which
demonstrates anew their utter in-
ability to give leadership and direc-
tion to the fight against the murder-
ous GPU apparatus. The editorial
points out that Ruth Fischer is NOT
a Trotskyist, which is perfectly cor-
rect. It goes on to characterize her
as an “informer” for having testi-
fied before the House Committee on
Un-American Activities (successor
of the infamous Dies Committee),
giving all the information at her dis-
posal concerning her bréther Ger-
hard Eisler. Ruth Fischer is further
accused of being a “tool of American
imperialism” because she writes.
“sensational” articles on Stalinism.

The polities of Ruth Fischer have
never appealed to me. She has been
wrong on most questions. But in one
matter she has my whole-hearted
endorsement: in her unremitting

struggle to unmask and expose the '’

GPU and all its agents. That she has
thus knowingly placed her life at
stake goes without saying. The Mili-
tant places her precisely in the same
category as the renegade Budenz,
who has the protection of the FBI
and the imperialists. That serves
rather to characterize the SWP and
its -politics, not Ruth Fischer. Let us
see.

CALLS IT COWARDICE

What remains unsaid in the edi-
torial in question counts far more
than what is said. If Ruth Fischer
is denounced as an informer, just as
is done in the Daily Worker, then
implicitly Eisler is to be considered
as a leader in the ranks of the work-
ing class who is now under attack by
the imperialists and, therefore, de-
spite all his betrayals, should be de-
fended,- The Militant should: have

of Labor

been courageous enough to ask for a
United Front with the Daily Worker
on Eisler? Under the circumstances,
in a great hurry. Why didn’t the
Militant have one single word to say
on Eislers Under the circumstances,
isn’t it the duty of the Militant and
the SWP to teach the workers how
to think and aet correctly? What
should be done about GPU agents?
The silence represents political cow-
ardice.

Ah, yes! We shall be told that the
workers must place no reliance in the
imperialist state or any part of it, to
fight their enemies, whether of the
fascist or the Stalinist variety. This
is a fight for the winning of the
masses and that can be accomplished
only by patient, independent politi-
cal struggle and education. The
workers must learn to build up their
own defenses against the GPU, as
against the Nazis. Well then, per-
haps the Militant will favor us by
pointing. out just where they have
tried to do anything along these
lines! And meantime what should
be done? Remain silent while the
GPU hatches its political plots and
its schemes for assassinating oppon-
ents? )

The SWP would have to agree
that it is in order for the workers”
press to. point the finger at GPU
hatehet men, thus exposing them to
the FBL. The Militant has itself done
this in the past. Remember Contre-

. ras? And Mink? But perhaps there

is some distinction between GPU
‘“politicals” and GPU hatchet-men.
Yes, the distinction is that the lead-
ers make the plans and supply the
resources, and the underlings do
theix bidding. If the workers’ press
makes public the machinations of the
GPU, then it is obviously in urgent
warning of the left wingers. That
means the more widespread the in-
formation the better. The militants

~must know how to make use of the

widest possible forums to reach
everybody possible. And what better
forum than a national one, such as
a House Committee which is in the.
spotlight of the world’s news?

TROTSKY'S ATTITUDE

The new “Dies” -Committee has the
most reactionary aims and certainly
must not be aided in its vicious work.
Is it -permissible to utilize. such a
forum? Well, in what way is Ruth
Fischer’s courageous action any dif-
ferent from that proposed by Trot-
sky in the case of the original Dies
Committee? The Cannonites disa-
greed with Trotsky’s proposal to ac-

cept the invitation, later hastily
withdrawn, for him to appear before
the Dies Committee. They were

afraid that it would be misinterpre-
ted and easily distorted in the minds
of workers.. But would they have
dared call Trotsky an “informer” if
he had been allowed to appear as he
proposed? Would Trotsky have de-
nounced individuals as tools and
hirelings of the GPU? One has only
"to turn to the testimony he gave be-
fore the Dewey Commission to see.
He would have utilized the forum of
the Dies Committee to gain the
widest possible audience for his rev-
elations and attacks on the counter-
revolutionary Stalinists and their
GPU murder-apparatus.

Trotsky answered a gquestion of
Beals in the course of his testimony:
“They have a sufficient number of
agents, because every functionary of
the Comintern, of the French Com-
munist Party, is an agent of the
GPU. And in the United States the
same. The Politburos of the Commu-
nist Parties all eonsist of paid agents
of the GPU.” The last words of
Trotsky’s stirring speech in his own
defense contain the following: “Em-

-issaries of the GPU are prowling in

all ecountries of the Old and the New
World. They do not lack money.
What does it mean to the ruling
clique to spend twenty or fifty mil-
lions of dollars more or less, to sus-
tain its authority and its power?”

But perhaps there is a difference
between such abstract remarks and
the specific individual “cases.” Then
one has only to remember that Trot-
sky made the sharpest demands on
the Mexican courts after the first at-
tempt to assassinate him. The courts
were quite 'unwilling to act and it
was only under the lashings admin-
istered by Trotsky’s pen and tongue:
that the Siqueros bandits were
brought to trial.

QUESTIONS TO BUDENZ

The case of the murderer Jacson
still remains unresolved because all
the links have not been publicly un-
covered. Why did not the SWP take
advantage of its opportunity to put
some pointed questions to the “con-
fessing” Budenz? What prevented
the SWP from demanding publicly
that a whole series of questions be:
put to Budenz by the House Commit-
tee? True, they would not have been
put. But the press might have caught
them up. What did Budenz know
about the plot concocted right here
in New York against the life of Trot-
sky? What did he know about Jac-

T A T N T L

she the @
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son? What was the purpose in send-
ing CP members like Stachel to Mex-
ico just before the assassination?
And more, many more questions!
This would have shown up-both Bud-
enz and the Committee.

There, you see, is the real differ-
ence between the attitude of Trotsky
and that of the SWP. Trotsky knew
how to dfstinguish clearly his aims
from those of the Dies Committee, or
the Mexican court, or a Budenz. Po-
litical cowardice is what prevents the
SWP from making use of opportuni-
ties that arise for making its posi-
tion erystal clear. (Assuming it has
a correct position—there’s the rub!)
The leaders of the SWP feel the
pressure of Stalinism first and fore-
most. The silence on Eisler and the
attitude on Ruth Fischer are merely
new proofs.

There. is tragic irony in the ap-
pearance of the editorial in the Leon
Sedov memorial issue. One remem-
bers .how insistent Trotsky was in
trying to force the French courts to
unravel all the links that tied the
murder of Sedov to the GPU. Trot-
sky traced the “reluctance” of the
French authorities to pursue’,the
matter further to the politics of the
Franco-Soviet pact. Should not the

- Greek Trotskyists demand similarly

that the Greek government (yes, the
trebly reactionary Greek monarchist
government) investigate thoroughly
the murders of hundreds of members
by the Greek tools of the GPU? Rest
assured that the trail, truly followed,
would soon lead to the Greek Eisler.
Naturally we do not expect the pres-
ent Greek régime to lift a finger in
the matter. But that would serve also
as a political demonstration concern-
ing its nature as also that of "the
Stalinists.

HOW FIGHT GPU?

Omne sees here a certain naivete in
the Cannonite approach to this ques-
tion. The FBI knew all about Eisler
for a good long time. In fact, the
House Committee was accused of
having spilled the beans premature-
ly. The FBI knew the links leading
straight to the GPU as well as to the
Comintern. Neither the Congression-
al:Committee nor the FBI have ever
shown the slightest desire to link
Eigler or others with the GPU, ex-
cept in connection with the atomie
spy ring. The committee desired only”
to show that the CP of the U.8.A. is
the agent of a foreign government.
The FBI his its own reasons for go-
ing easy on the GPU angle. But
there is precisely where our aims

must apply. The FBI has evinced
little objection to the use of the GPU
in the murders of left wing oppon-
ents. We do have some slight objec-
tion. It thus happens that our views
coincide in p&rt with those of the

Congressional Committee, although .

with entirely different aims, We have
been foremost in showing that the
Communist Parties in this country
and elsewhere, are nothing but the
tools of Soviet foreign diplomacy.

Have we been informers in pointing

this out? Shall we halt aghast in our
analysis when the immediate mate-
rial links proving this are exposed to
view? The Cannonites act as though
we would be aiding the reactionaries
by clinching our argument. The
whole matter comes back to clarity
of aim and the means ‘of bringing
this out. We want to expose the GP
apparatus to the working class so as
to free workers to fight in their own
true interests, not for those of a cor-
rupt, bureaucratic apparatus that
has dragged the meaning of interna-
tionalism in the mud. The imperial-
ists try, through the Stalinists, to
weaken the working class in its
struggle. It must therefore. be our
effort to turn the attack against the
imperialists, the main enemy, as well
as against the Stalinists.

The GPU is something unique in,
all history. It has no precedent. It is,
the dread counter-revolutionary-ap-
paratus of suppression, at home and
abroad, of a reactionary government
that has drowned the Russian Revo-
lution in a river of blood. It is a
thing of dread only so long as it re-
mains at work in the dark, complete-,
ly hidden from view. The moment it,
is .dragged into the light of day, it
becomes a thing despised and hated
by all that is decent in society, above
all the vanguard of the working
class. Let the 'Gannonites indicate
other methods than those pursyed
by Ruth Fischer to unmask the GPU
and all its agents. For the present,
there are none. One thing stands out
clearly. The politics of Cannonism
serve not to unmask but to abet both
Stalinism and the GPU apparatus,

. JACK (WEBER,
Feb. 22, 1947.

ELECTION RALLY

Harold Draper will speak on “A
Socialist Program {fo Smash Jim
Crow, Sunday, March 30, at 8 P. M.
Elks Temple, 40th and Central,
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capitalist “judicial process,” but by
disrespect for capitalist judicial
process. This is historical fact. What
rights the working class has today
were not gained through obeying the
decisions of capitalist judges but by
disobeying them when we felt such
disobedience necessary in our own
class interests.

This struagle, however, cannot be
carried on in the manner proposed by
Lewis, Murray, Green, Reuther and
the other labor bureaucrats. They are
as blatant in the defense of the "judi-
cial process"” as are Vinson, Truman
and the two capitalist political par-
ties. They are as fervently committed
to "“our system of free enterprise,” as
are the Mellons, Fords, du Ponts and
Rockefellers. These labor leaders not
only bend the knee before the capital-
ist government at Washington but
they stand with drawn saber against
any attempts of the working class to
move even in the direction of a gov-
ernment of its own: A WORKERS'
GOVERNMENT. This is particularly
applicable to Lewis.

There is no place at all in his
thinking for labor politics and an in-
dependent political party of labor. At
Jeast Murray and Reuther talk about
a labor party and reject the notion.
Lewis never gets to the point of re-
jection because the idea seemingly
never enters his head, or the heads of
any of the top leaders of the UMWA.

This decision of the Supreme
Court, the arrogance of the adminis-
tration and the raucus anti-labor
noises in Congress, have the labor
bureaucracy backed against the wall.
They have no weapons with which
they can fight back. The weapons
which they are accustomed to using
are dull, rusty and useless today. The
one powerful weapon which is indi-
cated and which they could use, they
are hesitant about. That is the num-
bers, the power and the might of the
working class. They fear to summon
labor to action because although
they don’t know much, they at least
are aware that such a struggle could
not be confined to the union halls,
resolution passing -and aggressive
speeches in union conventions.

1]

Such a struggle would have to take
place in the streets: at the mine pits,
the factory gates and in the fields.
Masses would become involved, mil-
lions of workers and toilers. The mili-
tant politicalized workers would be
there; explaining, teaching, guiding
and leading. The workers and teilers
would be inspired to bury the capital-
ist "judicial process" along with "our
system of free enterprise."” The work-
ers and toilers would sever all con-
ne¢tion with the capitalist Republican
and Democratic parties. They would
form their own independent labor
perty. The masses at the factery
gates, at the mine pits, around the
mills and in the fields, might get the
notion that the mines, mills, factories,
railroads, the banks and the fields
should belong to them and be operat-
ed by them. It might eccur to them
instead of “writing your congress-
man," to march to Washington and .
surround the Capitol, the White
House and the Supreme Court with
the mighty army of labor. Even the
thought of such an act by labor puts
the labor bureaucrats into a cold
sweat and creates panic in their
ranks.

Despite their timidity and stupid-
ity, despite their subservience to cap-
italism and the capitalist ruling
class, we recommend again this
course of action to .Green, Murray,
Lewis and the others among the labor
leadership. There is no other road
for labor which leads to freedom and
security. There is no other answer to
the Supreme Court, to Truman and
to Congress. There is no other work-

ing class substitute for the apera-

tions of the capitalist injunction and
the capitalist “judicial process.”

' .
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U. S. FOREIGN POLICY
‘By Irving Howe
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+hABOR ACTION MARCH -SUBSCRIPTION -DRIVE: - .. - o= T e

The first few days of the March Subseription Drive for 2,000 new read-
ers to LABOR ACTION indicate that we will make a success out of this
eampaign. A total of 106 subseriptions has already been sent to us, and
the subs are beginning to inerease in volume. As branch after branch of the
Workers Party swings into action in support of the campaign, we expect an
avalanche of subs. We shall list, in this column, the progress of the cam-
paign from week to week. The drive ends on March 31, and shortly there-
after we’ll announce the various prize winners. Meanwhile, here’s the
progress we've made after the first few days of the drive:

Detroit ...
Newark ... ..
Philadelphia

-Streator, lil.
New York ...

Buffalo .......
Akren ...
Cleveland ... .. ... ... ...
Bastom ... it

Miscellaneous ... ... ...

TOTAL

§t1reat01°, 111, thanks to the splendid work. of Comrade S., has already
fulfilled 50 per cent of its quota! Many other branches have not yet been
heard from. Local New York sent out many of its people on a sub-getling
RED SUNDAY during the week, but we have not vet received the results

of this work,

From Akron, Literature Agent Brant writes us that, “I want to peint -

out th‘at instruction_s pertaining to the sub-drive have been presented con-
scientiously. The drive is already under way and you will find our first two
subs enclosed. I hope that Akron will be able to get many more than the

quota of 50 it subseribed to.”

As. he rushed lil(e.u whirlwind through our office, the Newark WP branch
organizer, Sol Be.rg. informed us that the aim of Newark is "to #ill each art
of our quota assignment (getting subs from our trade unionists, veteran sup-

porters, renewals from housing projects. forums, socials, etc.) We should

considerably surpass the total quota of 100!"

"l‘he_ﬁrst report on a RED SUNDAY activity comes from Billy the Bal-
la(_ilt_er,‘, in charge o_f the Detroit sub-getting drive. He tells us, “The branch
mobilized today. Sixteen people attended; three were excused; thirteen were

absent. The day was snowy and wet,
behinds (of those absent) with my

I'm going to flick a couple -of -exposed
30-foot blacksnake whip. . We .concen-

trated on a Negro housing area. Comrades were given several blocks each
and went out witl}.oid papers to give away and new ones to sell.

“A_total of eighteen subs was gotten during the day. The bulk of the
sub-drive will have real, constructive value to the branch. I told all cofnrades

.that they should take their time, talk to people,

and then make comments

on the sub-blanks when they turned them in, for the possibility of further

visiting.”

to me, for $1.00,

Address ...

OBY i ioisdisissveivisiions

INTRODUC TORY OFFER TO

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Please enter my subscription to LABOR AcTION as follows:
O 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢. |

[]. 1 year subscription (52 issues), together
with pamphlet “Plenty For All,” to be mailed

................... P

(Please print)
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British Imperialism Resorts to Martial Law
To Prevent Jewish Immigration Into Palestine

By A. P. FINDLEY

A new war of terrorism has been
loosed against the Palestinian people
simultaneous with a British an-
nouncement that it “submit” the Pal-
estine question to the United Nations
and postpone any decision on Jewish
immigration.

On Saturday, March 1, the Irgun
Zvei Leumi bombed a British club in
Jerusalem, killing sixteen persons.
The British administration immedi-
ately put into effect its often post-
poned plans for martial law. The en-
tire city of Tel-Aviv (population
181,000), all communities in the
plains to the East and the Mea
Shearim district of Jerusalem, inhab-
ited by oriental and orthodox Jews
were put under martial law. Over
300,000 people are affected by this
military straight-jacket.

NAKED MILITARY RULE

Transportation of industrial work-
ers has ceased, phone communica-
tions are completely suspended—
even within small sections, imports
and exports are cut off. The effect is

that of a blitz kreig. In Tel-Aviv, in-
dustrial and economic center of Pal-
estine—over 10,000 workers are out
of jobs.

This first week of naked military
rule in Palestine will go down in his-
tory as one of the blackest acts of a
decaying empire. It has been charac-
terized not only by economic strangu-
lation, but by indiseriminate shoot-
ing, even of playing children. It has
meant complete freedom for drunken
imperialist soldiers, afraid of their
hostile surroundings, to strike out
blindly at anything and anybody.

Although officially directed against
the terrorists of the Irgun and the
Stern gang (a small minority of the
population) martial law is actually
directed against the entire Jewish
community and all forms of résist-
ance. '

Even from the viewpoint of the
British imperialists, the results of
this brutality are of doubtful value.
The arrest of alleged terrorist lead-
ers will not mean much. The acts of
terrorism against British soldiers
have increased during the reign of

[

The Labor Action European Relief
Service wishes to announce that, ef-
fective at once, it is abandoning its
separate efforfs for European relief
and is urging upon its readers for
support to:

The American Committee for Eu-

ropean Workers Relief, 193 Second

Avenue, New York 3, N. Y.

The ACEWR has added to the lists
of those whom it is helping the
names of all those families whom
the now-dissolving Labor Action Eu-
ropean Relief Service has been aid-
ing, Henceforth LABOR ACTION
will carry on its appeals and pub-
licity in behalf of the ACEWR.

LABOR ACTION urges all those
who have been assisting us in this
vital European relief work to con-
tinue their efforts and to give their
support to the ACEWR—a relief or-
ganization deserving the fullest con-
fidence and support of all those in-
terested in helping, We shall, cam-
paign actively in its behalf and we
have decided to throw our support
to it because of our knowledge of the
fine work it has been conducting.
Henceforth any inquiries about relief
work, or matters relating to it,
should be addressed to:

ACEWR, 197 Second Avenue, New
York 3, N. Y.

We are publishing below a letter
received 'from Germany, a letter of
appreciation for one of the many
packages shipped td Europe through
the relief service that LABOR AC-
TION has been running.

° q
Germany, Feb. 2, 1947.
Dear Friend:

I was very delighted to receive
your package, in which there were
two shirts, a blouse and a coat. You
can easily imagine how I greeted the
arrival of the coat, since my own is
light jand badly worn. My wife will
find very good use of the shirts for

Labor Action Suspends
Iis Own Relief Service
To Work With ACEWR

the children. Believe me, such help
is worth a lot to us, for we can buy
almost nothing. It is worst of all for
the children, since they grow out of
everything very quickly.

This second post-war winter is
much more bitter and harder on us
than was the first. The public as
well as the paltry private reserves
have been used up. The cold, trans-
portation difficulties, ete., make the
import of food very difficult. For
weeks the women have waited many
hours for bread at the stores. Al-
ready, a few cases have happened
where people froze to death on
these lines.

At school, whose director I am,
up to 25 per cent of the children
stay away " daily because they have
no shoes and only insufficient winter
clothing. Many children are sick be-
cause their weakened bodies cannot
offer resistance to the effects of the
weather.

I report everywhere the winderful
solidarity among us. Out of the spir-
it of the present mutual help there
should grow the spirit of a new hu-
manitarianism, which will regard as
its highest duty preventing at all
costs the repetition of the faseist
madness. We shall fight with good-
ness, we shall take the tedious as-
signment of patient enlightenment
and we shall treat with the greatest
harshness all attempts at a repetition
of injustice and violence.

I hope that you are of similar in-
tentions. Help us further; you help
us in the fight for humanitarianism,
truth and justice. ;

To make sure that we don't mis-
understand each . other, let me add
that justice, humanitarianism and
truth can be realized only under so-
cialism.

In this spirit, friends, I thank you
and greet you.

. w. L.

Aid European
Hungry Workers

European working class fumili;?

Nazi and labor fighters?

197 Second Avenue
New York 3, N. Y.

ACEWR
197 Second Avenue
New York 3, N. Y.

———food packages

Will you undertake to help us send food and clothing regularly 1'_'0 a

Will you support the AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-

If you can give us this support, please send all contributions (in
the form of food, clothing and money donations) to us at the address
given below, We will take care of seeing to it that these contributions
of yours reach those who need them most of all.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS RELIEF

Remember! $10 will enable us tq send a 21-pound C.‘%RE Food
Package to a European Working Class Family. ‘

| am ready to help a European family during the coming months.
I am sending the following contribution: $..... ...

4
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——————clothing packages

martial law. If anything, the “ex-
tremists” have been politically
strengthened.

The only effect has been to strangle
the economic life of the country.
Britain, having failed to impose its
will by political and military power,
is now trying desperate economic
pressure,

EFFECT ON COMMUNITY

Previous British reprisals against
the Jewish population primarily af-
fected the workers’ communities and
cooperative farms. Despite, mass
searches of workers’ sections, de-
struction of their homes and posses-
sions, the workers sfood firmly with
the Hagannah and resistance.

The present martial law, while
causing great hardship among the
working class, is also putting intense
pressure on the businessmen, manu-
facturers and middle class elements
in the attempt to force these classes.
to act as a fulerum for exerting
pressure in the direction of “collab-
oration” and appeasement of the
British overlords.

Dr. Weitzman, traditional spokes-
man for pro-British pnlicigs, has pro-
posed the establishment of a new top
executive, with himself as head, to
negotiate with the British. The Jew-
ish press reports that this proposal
has already received the approval of
the Jewish agenecy and the Vaad
Leumi (exigting executive bodies)
and all capitalist elements (except
for the Revisionists). The Histad-
ruth, the Jewish trade union of Pal-
estine has not yet committed itself.

WHAT CAN UN DO?

Politically, the solution of the Pal-
estinian problem was helped not an
inch by the fact that it will be sub-
mitted to the UN. Those Zionist
groups like the left Paocle Zion and
especially Hashomer Hatzair who de-
manded UN intervention, are now
wondering what they have gained.
Beigin, leader of the Irgun, also had
expressed his support of UN inter-
vention because he was sure of the
help of the U. 8., France and Russ%a.

One thing is certain: however long
the UN will require to reach a de-
cigion, whatever their decision will
be, it will not be based on any con-
sideration of the needs or desires of
either the Jewish or Arab people.
The UN decision will be arrived at
by foul play in the dirty game of
power polities.

Rumors regarding the possible UN
decision fly far and fast. Gen. Mar-
shall is reported in favor of support-
ing Bevin’s policy as an offset to
Russia’s wooing of the Arabs. The
Polish government is rumored to
have adopted a vosition favoring bi-
nationalism, while Moscow continues
to denounce immigration to Pales-
tine.

i

SECRECY IN UN

The unofficial decision for a UN
commission to make a preliminary
investigation and report to the Gen-
eral Assembly in September, has
been vetoed by the United States,
which wants Britasn to make the of-
ficial decisions, leaving the U. 8. gov-
ernment freé of the onus of decision.

sion, since a two-thirds vote will be
required.

rcussia and its satellites represent
a somewhat doubtiul case, aitnougn
thelr past actions point in tne direc-
tion of an alliance with the Arab
League as a means of penetrating
the Near Kast for o, ete.

In his speech to Parliament, in
whicn he announced tne decision tw
submit the ralestine question to the
UN, Bevin depicted the poor British
Empire as an advocate of peacerul
cooperation and Dbl-nationalsin,
caugnt between the unreasonable at-
tituaes or both the Jews and tne
Araps. This 1s a familiar “pose” for
tne seli-righteous imperialists (1n-
ala, ror example) wno close their
eyes to the historical tacts in Pales-

tine, where tor 2o years the Briusn’

have been making every attempt vo
pit Jew and Arab against each other.

The hypoeritical preachings of
Beven should not obliterate the fact
that the starting point for consider-
ation of Palestine is the fact of the
existence of two nations within the
same country. In his speech, Bevin
labeled the Jews as a religious group,
overlooking the new, broader and
secular Jewish national movement
which rotting capitalism has created
amongst the Jews the world over.
Bevin attempts to befuddle the issue
by making the fact that the lives of

several million Jews are at stake,

appear like a matter of religious
taste.

"ZIONISTS IN QUANDARY

The official Zionist leaders are des-
perately seeking a way out of the
"impasse. Only yesterday they refused
to ronsider the question of immigta-
tion as distinet from the political so-
lution—a Jewish state, if omuy in a
section of Palestine.

Now that the policy of relying on
another of the contenders: for world
power, or on the UN has shown its
bankruptey, they are reduced to
pleading for immediate admission of
Jews into Palestine on purely hu-
manitarian grdunds. :

Most Zionist leaders place their
hope in America, others still hope
for a solution ,which will satisfy the
British, still others pray for a favor-
able shift on the part of the Stalinist
rulers of Russia. The more astute
are talking of finding allies in other
Near Eastern ‘countries, among the
various minorities in the Arab coun-
tries, They feel that even if they
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ELECTION RALLY
IN LOS ANGELES!

HEAR:

HAROLD DRAPER -
WP CANDIDATE FOR
"COUNCILMAN

In placing the entire question be- ~

fore the United Nations, the British
government committed itself to ac-
cept a decision, but only on econdition
that it is acceptable to both sides.
As Truman has demanded the admis-
sion of 100,000 Jews to Palestine, it
is believed that the U. 8. government
will tend to support a general solu-
tion acceptable to*the liberal Zionists.

However, the six Arab States have
a tight UN bloc with the Latin
American countries (with the excep-
tion of Argentina, where Peron has
announced his support of the Zionist
position). This bloc is not a majority,
but it can effectively stop any deci-

[}
Speak on

The Socialist Program
to Smash Jim Crow

SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 8 P. M.
Elks Temple, 40th and Central

N s

JORIS

Friday, March 28
8:00 P. M.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN
WORKERS' RELIEF

"+ Presents:

- Sensational Movie

SPANISH EARTH

Commentary by Ernest Hemingway

Subscription $1.00. Tickets Can Be Obtained at the
Workers Party, 114 W. 14th St., or at ACEWR, 197 2nd Ave.

IVENS’

Caravan Hall
110 East 59th St.

could revive their semi-alliance with
England, the empire is now so weak
that they cannot be depended upon.
These attempts at “super-realistic”
power politiecs will bring as much
disappointment as the previous alli-
ance with the British Empire.

The only course which can succeed
is a forthright attempt to integrate
the struggle of the Jews in Palestine
against British imperialism, with
the struggle against feudalism which
faces the masses of the Near East.

LOS ANGELES, March 10 — “For
strap - hanging human sardines who
pay exorbitant fares for poor trans-
portation there is no relief except
unification, city ownership and union
control of car and bus lines,” assert-
ed Hal Draper, Workers Party coun-
cilmanic candidate in the Seventh
District, in a statement issued to the
press today.

Unification of the seventeen lines

N. Y. Union Group
To Fight Stalinists

By JACK PORTER

NEW YORK — Representatives of a
cross section of the non - Stalinist
CIQ locals in New York at a meeting
held March 6, at the Hotel Capitol,
decided to enter the Stalinist- con-
trolled New York City CIO Indus-
trial Council provided the Council
war “reorganized.”

Among the 200 persons present
were delegations from auto, textile,
steel, utility workers, shipbuilding,
retail and wholesale, and unofficial
delegations from Stalinist-controlled
nnions.

The meeting marks the first occa-
sion since 1940 that the non-Stalinist
CIO locals of New York have met
for the purpose of conducting joint
activity against the Stalinist domina-
tion of the CIO in New York.

Previous efforts to organize a cily-
wide fight against the Stalinist stran-
glehold on the New York CIO were
constantly rebuffed by many of the
same 'right wing opportunists who
are at the head of the present move-
ment, formerly known as the CIO
Committee for Democratic Action
and now called the Trade Union
Committee for Democracy.

During the imperialist war, it was
politically convenient for right wing
leaders to enter into a bloc with the
Stalinists. - For nearly four years
many of the right wing leaders found
it possible to run on the sume slate

with the Stalinists, vole for the same .

resolutions and fight jointly against
the militancy of the rank and file.

QUESTION LEADERS

Falling in line with the current
anti-Stalinist mood in the CIO, the
committee was organized under the
leadership of Jack Altman, an' offi-
cial in the United Retail, Wholesale
& Dept. Store Employees Union, and
Charles Kerrigan, director of Region
9A of the United Auto Workers Un-
ion, who were elected chairman z'md_
secretary - treasurer respectively at
the meeting.

Although no opposition to the can-
didacies of Altman and Kerrigan
was expressed at the meeting, it is
known that delegates questioffed the
right of Altman and Kerrigan to lead
the struggle against the Stalinists.

Both Altman and Kerrigan as well
as a number of other people associ-

ated with them in the leadership of"

the CIO Committee fof Democratic
Unionism have collaborated with the
Stalinists — particularly during the
war. Altman practically alone among
the non-Stalinist CIO leaders, en-

tered the Stalinist-controlled New
York CIO Industrial Council at the
beginning of the war and is known
to have collaborated with them on
many issues. Dubinsky, an authori-
tative spokesman for right wing op-
portunism in the labor movement, is

reputed to have said that he wouldn't »

be seen dead in the same room with
Jack Altman. Active trade unionists
look upon Altman’s present anti-
Stalinism as an attempt to cover up
his collaboration with them in the
past.

Kerrigan, who is sometimes known
as the man on the flying trapeze in
the UAW, has worked cheek by
jowl with the Stalinists in the Ad-
des caucus., Several Stalinists have
been employed by Kerrigan as UAW
organizers, The leading committee

" furthermore includes a number of

people from the Shipbuilders Union
against whom the same charges can
be leveled.

HOW FIGHT STALINISTS?

While the delegates present were
correctly for entry into the NYC CIO
Council, there was some doubt in
the minds of the delegates as to the
programmatic means of combating
the Stalinists.

On this issue, Altman shed no
light. Repetition by Altman that the
Stalinists were totalitarian and re-
marks by some of his aides that the
Stalinists were un-American, failed
to convince delegates who felt that
the best way of defeating the Stalin-
ists was to provide a solution to the
present difficulties facing CIO union-
ists in New York. Qutside of beating
the “Communists,” no verbal or writ-
ten program was presented by the
spokesmen of the meeting for a vote.
The group was high-pressured into
existence on the pure and simple
basis of “anti-Commie.”

Most prominent in denouncing the
Stalinists were the individuals from
Stalinist - controlled internationals—

-especially the UE. The tone of these

delegates was set by a representative
of UE Local 1237 who denounced the
union-wrecking Stalinists as ‘“reac-
tionary” and “dictatorial.”

The locals which have suffered
most ‘at the hands of the Stalinists
are quite skeptical of the present
leaders. They are waiting to see
whether the red-baiters, the “know-
nothing” elements of the trade un-
ion, take over or whether the group
will develop a genuine progressive
program and movement to eliminate
the Stalinist influence among 600,000
CIO workers in New York.

Draper, WP Candidate,

Calls for Workers Control
Of Los Angeles 1ransit Lines

now operating, he pointed out, will
make it possible to go anywhere in
the metropolitan district on one fare.
Transferring {rom one line to anoth-
er now often requires the payment
.0f an additional fare. Operation of
the transit lines by the city for serv-
ice and not for profit will do away
with the zone system, which brings
one-way fare for those living a few
miles from the center of the city up
to as much 'as 17 or even 22 cents.

Control of transit lines by the un-
ions will insure decent wages and
working condilions for {transporta-
" tion employees and a much higher
standard of service to the hundreds
of thousands of workers who daily
jam buses and street cars to and
from their jobs. “Even without this
much-needed reorganization, there is
no justification for the recent fare
increase, and I propose the immedi-
ate cancellation,” Draper said.

The .advantages, in the form of
better service and lower rates, of
municipal ownership of public util-
ities are exemplified in the city
water and power department {o
which Draper refsrred in his state-
ment. Despite reasonable rates, the
depaitment has accumuiated a huge
cash surplus, which Draper demand-

ed be returned to the people in the

shape of lowered rates. The fact that
such a surplus can pile up at all is
indication of how much money is
wasted and skimined off as profits
under private ownership of utilities.

Draper came out in favor.of the
muech-discussed ‘“freeways” —a sys-
tem of express boulevards—but de-
manded that these links with outly-
ing middle class residential areas be

paid for by means of taxes that will .

bear heaviest upon those who will
benefit almost exclusively by this de-
velopment, the well-to-do suburban-
ites. “The only time workers will be
using these roads is when they drive
out in their jaloppies to see how the
other five per cent live,” Draper
commented.

Draper’s peosition on the transit,
utilities and other problems vital to
the working people of Los Angeles
will be fully discussed in the candi-
date’s address to the election eve
mass meeting, Sunday, March 30, at
8 p.m. in Elks Temple, Central Ave-
nue near 40th Stireet.

Draper’s surprise attack on Jim
Crow restrictive covenants at a meet-
ing of the Crenshaw Chamber -of
Commerce (reported in last week's
LABOR ACTION) was given com-
mendatory recognition in the cur-
rent issue of the Los Angeles Senti-
nel, a widely read Negro newspaper.
“Jim Crow in Los Angeles,” the spe-
cial campaign pamphiet authored by
Draper, sold well outside a housing
rally in the district Friday night and
at a mass meeting for Conference of
Studio Union supporters at the Olym-
pic Auditorium on Sunday.

Yesterday morning a crew of cam-
paign workers invaded the western
section of &£he distriet for the first
time with encouraging results. In
addition to the pamphlet and the
platform folder, they had copies of
the special Los Angeles election is-
sue of LABOR ACTION, of which
the entire back page was given over
to Draper's campaign.
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