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FIVE CENTS

“Truman Doctrine’”’ Reveals Wdr Trend

- EUROPE NEEDS

Driven off the front pages by the
sensational developments in foreign
affairs, the plot to foist a rent rise
on the American people is gaining
legislative shape. Compelled by mass
indignation to proceed gingerly, the
Senate sub-committee on rent is seek-
ing to devise ways and means of per-
petrating a rent increase that can be
made to look like something else.

Thus, Senator C. Douglas Black,
Delaware Republican, and chairman
of the Senate rent subcommittee,
announced on March 24 that his
group had in readiness a bill which
they would present to the full Senate
Banking Committee this week. On
the face of it, the subcommittee bill
continues rent ceilings up to Febru-

Draper Drive
For Council
In Last Week

LOS ANGELES, March 23 — Begin-
ning with a mass distribution of the
special campaign leaflet this morn-
ing; the Workers Party branch here

is mobilizing its- full force for the.

final “week’s push behind Hal Dra-
per’s candidacy for city councilman
in the Seventh District. From now
until the election eve rally at Elks
Temple March 30 to be addressed by
Draper, all other branch activities
will be set aside in favor of work
in the campaign.

By Election Day, April 1, 2500
copies of the Los Angeles election
issue of LABOR ACTION will have
been distributed along with a special
printing of 5,000 copies of that issue’s
back page, which gives the socialist
program against Jim Crow, for hous-
ing and against police strike-break-
ing.

For the second time, tHe Los An-
geles Sentinel, important Negro
weekly, printed news of Draper’s
campaign; and the capitalist press,
for the first time, noticed his candi-
dacy in the form of a write-up in
the Daily News on Draper’s assertion

,that the middle and upper income

classes should pay for construction
of the motor freeways that will link
their suburban homes with the down-
town area.

The outspoken socialist character
of the campaign literature, the Jim

Crow pamphlet and Draper's public'

statements mean that his vote on
April 1 will be a measure of the
readiness of those Negro and white

~workers we were able to reach, to-

slough off their old political alle-
giances and turn toward a radical
solution of their class and minority
problems.

Congress Prepares Sneak
Bill to Scrap Rent Lids

ary 29, 1948, and merely transfers
rent controls from OPA to Housing
Expediter Frank R. Creedon. Ac-
cording to the terms of the bill, the
new rent'administrator, who would
assume his duties a month after pas-
sage of the bill, would be authorized
to appoint local non-paid boards in
consultation with state governors.
And these boards could:

& Decontrol whole rent areas or
parts of areas.

e (Call for an area-wide increase.
e Supervise individual adjustments;
that is to say, grant relief to land-
lords in “hardship” cases.

e Put their recommendations into
effect unless countermanded in that
period by the Federal Administra-
tor.

There you have it, one of the
“mildest” bills propgsed to Congress.
It doés not provide for a blanket in-
crease. It specifically states that rent
ceilings are to be continued for .a
year. Yet, the real estate lobby, how-
ever much it may try for something
stronger, will be well satisfied with
this for the time being.

"PALATABLE" THIEVERY

Essentially it is the same bill as
propose& last week by Senator Taft
and is obviously the handiwork of

‘“the Republican strategy committee

in Congress. Taft, known far and
wide as an enemy of rent controls,
introduced a bill which establishes
a three-man Rent Adjustment and
Decontrol Board to take the place of
OPA. This board would, in sub-
stance, have the same duties and
powers as the Rent Administrator
in the Black bill.

Add to this plan, which seems like-
ly of approval in its essentials by
the Senate, those other schemes al-
ready deemed certain of passage to
raise ceilings on commercial dwell-
ings, modify ceilings on new dwell-
ings and lift them entirely from
apartments renting for a high sum,
and you get a full picture of what is
afoot.

. The real estate lobby, and its Con-

gressional errand boys, have realized
that the temper of the people is such
as to, make an across-the-board-rent
increase, or a sweeping decontrol
measure, a decidedly unhealthy po-
litical move. They are therefore striv-
ing for the same goal by measures
that can be made to seem “palat-
able.” And, in the process, they are
undoubtedly very happy that the war
preparations have reduced the rent
issue to a few inches on the inside
pdges. Their chances of success are
greater if they can manipulate the
noose around the people's standard
of living in the dark.

Note how “clever” these brigands
are: where the Taft bill, itself much
modified from previous intentions,
openly calls itself a Rent Adjust-
ment and DECONTROL Board Bill,

the Black bill emphasizes its reten-
tion of rent ceilings. They amount to
the same thing, except in the manner
of execution, so far as the people
are ccncerned

You mdy find it impossible to get a
half-decent place to live, but the
powers-that-be can decree that your
area has an abundance of available
housing, and off will come the rent
ceilings. One way or another, in time
rent controls will cease to mean any-
thing—if the real estate lobby and
the congressmen have their way. Or
it may happen to you without benefit
of sanction by the Rent Administrator
or his local "nonspaid board." Your
landlard will simply raise rents. It is
to be expected that the "local non-
paid boards,” appointed on the ad-
vice of state governors, will not
prove to be an overly effective
agency.

Can anything be done? We think
yes. Already, the protest, generally
organized save for local tenant com-
mittees and suckh a body as La
Guardia’s Fair Rent Committee, has
put a erimp in the plans of the rent
profiteers. The American people
have indicated that they will not tol-
erate an across-the-board increase.
That temper, given solidity by local
and city-wide and national organiza-
tion, uniting unions in action with
tenant councils, can stop even these
“niildey” proposals,

DETROIT WP BACKS
CIO CONFERENCE
FOR AN FEPC BILL

DETROIT, March 18 — Full sup-
port to the March 30 mass con-
ference called by the Wayne
County CIO was announced by
the Workers Party, Detroit
Branch, through Ben Hall, or-
ganizer.

The FEPC bill can be won only
by determined mass action by the
united working class, Negro and
white, said Mr. Hall. The Workers
Party has appealed on several oc-
casions to the CIO and the NAACP
to organize a mass march on Lan-
sing during the session of the
State Legislature to demand the
immediate passing of the bill. The
action of {he State Supreme Court
in ruling the bill off the ballot
and the failure of the Legislature
to take any action on the bill, in
the opinion of the Workers Party,
confirms its stand in favor of ihe
mass demonstration in Lansing.

The Workers Party will call
upon all its members and follow-
ers to attend the March 30 con-
ference and will urge upon all to
make this meeting as large a dem-
onstration as possible.

By ARTHUR STEIN

The Greek people—by decision of
Washington and  Moscow—have be-
come the first victims of preparations
for the Third World War.

Violence ‘is breakimg out all over
the Greek peninsula, where Greek
murders. Greek in -a fratricidal war
serving only the  imperialist ambi-
tions of Anglo-Amencan and Russian
imperialism. In the southern district
of Laconia, rightlst bands go on
Iynching parties against Greek Com-
munists; in the northern districts of
Macedonia and Thrace, especially
around the strategic port of Salonika,
military bands, organized and equip-
ped by agents of the Kremlin, seek
to insure strategic positions for the
Russian satellite states of Bulgaria
and Yugoslavia.

It would be incorrect, however, to
give the impression that a new world
war is actually imminent. But say-
ing that neither side is at present
prepared to launch a full-scale war
against the other should not deter
us from analyzing the present con-
flict in Greece as a preliminary skir-
mish for World War III; to be more
precise, it is a juggling for strategic
positions in the Mediterranean Sea,
in the Baltic countries, in Turkey,
Iran, Irag, Syria and Palestine.

IMPERIALIST PROPOSALS

These preliminaries have very defi-
nite limitations—both sides are as yet
very careful not to provoke a real
war. In this connection, a semi-offi-
cial document is now cireulating in
Washington which places the United
States in favor of the establishment
of free port facilities in - Salenika,
which, it is felt, would lessen the
pressure of Yugoslav and Bulgarian
territorial demands in Thrace and
Macedonia, Thus, together with the
big - stick “Truman doctrine,” the
Unifed States is offermg a compro-
mise.

In northern Greece, the Stalinists
seek to utilize Macedonian national-
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ism in an effort to create a separate
Macedonia, consisting of what are
now portions of Bulgaria, Yugosla-
via and Albania, in addition to Greek
Macedonia. This new Macedonia, ac-
cording to the Stialinist plans, would
be placed under Yugoslav domination.

This plan of the Kremlin is a typi-
cal example of the manner in which
big imperialist powers often exploit
national problems. It will be remem-

beréd that the Republic of Panama,

established with the aid of American
warships, separate,d from Colombia
for no other reason than to secure

The diplomatic crises, wars of nerves and preparations for
stepped-up U. S. imperialist intervention in every part of the
globe continued this past week, though the Truman administra-
tion did try to abate the American people's concern by prom-
ising that U. S. troops would not be sent to Greece or Turkey.

This latter reassurance meant merely that as of now U. S.
imperialism is going to rely on dollars rather than rifles. But the
basic preparations for the new U. S. policy—which newspaper-
men dubbed the “Truman doctrine”—continued without letup.
But having made it clear, through Truman's speech, that it now
intended to follow a policy of active and direct intervention in
whichever country its interests required, U. S.: imperialism .in its

"get tough™ mood continued along its course. Highlights during

the week were:

e The proposal to "lend" $400,000,000 to Greece an&‘l‘ﬂ‘rke’y
in order to prop their military establishments gained teeth, even

M&i‘or Powers Manipulate
Warring Greek Factions

the purchase of the Canal Zone by
the United States. Just as then the
needs and desires of the people of
Panama were in no way considered,
so the present Kremlin plan for -a
“free Macedonia” does not at all con-
sider the Macedonians; it is designed
solely to obtain Russian control over
Salonika. Should Russia and Amer-
jca come to a compromise agreement
over Salonika and Greece geneyally,
it would not at all be against the
Stalinist tradition to drop the idea
of a “free Macedonia” _without diffi-
culty or scruple

Palestine S_l'mmers
After Martial Law

By ALBERT FINDLEY ,

After two weeks of terror, the
British rulers of Palestine have lifted
the “statutory” martial law that had
been strangling the economic life of
the country.

The total result of this military
operation is that it conquered noth-
ing. The British authorities claim to
have arrested 78 alleged leaders of
terrorist organizations, although the
organizations named deny this Brit-
ish claim.

The official government ‘brea.kdown
of the allegiance of the 78, claims 23
members of
groups and 50 from “other” organiza-
tions. This fact alone makes a mock-
ery of the claims that the martial
law was directed against the Irgun
and Stern groups. It conclusively
proves what LABOR ACTION was
the first to point out (issue of Feb. 10)
—that the martial law was directed
against the Haganah and any form
of resistance.

The net result of this Hitler-like
operation has been no more than the

AFL Leaders Hinder Maritime Labor Unity

Insistence on Flag-Waving, "Anti-Communist" Resolution Impedes AFL-CIO ’Umi-y and Struggle Against Stalinists

NEW YORK, March 24— A severe
blow was struck against labor unity
on the waterfront when the Port
Agents’ Conference of the Seafarers
International Union, AFL, went on
record opposing any further partici-
pation in future meetings with those
unions which refuse to vote for' the
red-baiting, flag-waving “anti-Com-
munist” resolution passed at the
Washington Conference.

At the Washington Conference of
Maritime Unions, which was con-
cluded last week, consfructive deci-
sions on the Coast Guard, Merchant
Seamen’s War
transferral of American ships to
Panamanian registry, and many oth-
er issues webg jointly agreed upon
by the AFL, CIO and indefiendent
unions that were present. This rec-
ord of achievement, however, was
marred by the injection of a red-
paiting resglution by the SIU repre-
sentatives. This resolution, after cor-
rectly condemning the record of the
Stalinistgdn the labor movement, then
proceeded in typically super-patriotic
fashion to direct the struggle against
the Stalinists into the channels which
most sunit the bosses’ drive against

political militants in the trade unions. -

- Since the AFL unions had a me-

Service Act, the

chanical majority at the conference,
the resolution of course passed, with
the representatives of the NMU,
ACA and the MCS, CIO affiliates,

‘refusing to vote for it.

DISORIENTING MANEUVER

The action of the SIU representa-
tives was exactly the type of disori-.
enting maneuver that converted the
Committee for Maritime Unity from
an organization for juint action into
a jurisdictional warfare outfit. Just

ad in that situation the enemies of’

maritime unity were the Stalinists,
now it is the officials of the SIU who
are guilty of striking a blow against
the hopes for maritime unity.
Following the Washington Confer-
ence, the SIU held its Agents’ Con-
ference in New York City. At this
meeting the assembled port agents
voted that they would not in the fu-
ture meet with representatives of
those unions which opposed the red-
baiting resolution, There can be mno
doubt that this action strengthens the
Communist Party on the waterfront
by weakening the position of Joseph
Curran, president of the NMU, in
his struggle against the Stalinists in
hik union. Curran had sought to dem-
onsirate by means of the Washing-

ton Conference that it was possible
to build maritime joint action in
place of the discredited, Stalinist-
dominated Committee for Maritime
Unity.

The absurdity of the decision of the
SIU Agents’ Conference, inspired as
it was by petty factionalism, is dem-
onstrated by this very fact: that the
struggle which Curran has conducted
agpinst the Stalinists in the NMU is
undermined by the action of the SIU
Agents’ Conference. In' the issue of
The Pilot of March 21, Curran gave
his stand on the red- baltmg resolu-
tion as follows:

“As NMU delegate my position was:
that while I was in agreement that
members of the Communist Party
were detrimental to our union, and
that the Communist Parfy had in-
terfered and was interfering in our
affairs, and I was prepared to con-

demn and fight them, this demand of .

the AFL unions was mnot a proper
one for the conference.”

This constructive attitude of Cur-
ran's, which takes a realistic stand
on combatting ‘Stalinist influence in
the unions and at the same time de-
fends the possibility of united trade
union ‘action on the waterfront, will
meet:ithe approval of all rmilitant

seamen who look toward a solution
of the constant jurisdictional strug-
gle which saps the energy of the sea-
men in their battle against.the ship-
owner.

PROGRAM ADOPTED

In a statement signed by Lunde-
berg, Hall and Weisberger, leaders of
the SIU-SUP, the great gains of the
Washington Conference were enu-
merated. The conference achieved
unanimity on the following program:

1. That the contrel of merchant

_seamen be returned to its pre-war

status in the Bureau of Marine In-
spection, ending the Coast Guard dic-
tatorship.

2. That a form of the GI Bill of
Rights be extended to seamen.

3. That an international boycoit be
established in the event of the con-
tinuance of the transferral of Amer-
ican ships to Panamanian registry.

4. That the archaic marine laws be
revised to conform to present needs.

5. That unemployment insurance be
made available for seamen.

6. That seamen be included in all
the- beneficial Jdegislation of the Fair
Labor Standards Act.

7. That a fight be conducted for
citizenship of alien seamen who
sailed during the war on American
ships. That a fight be carried on for
their right to continue to sail these
ships.

8. That the hospitalization facilities
for seamen be ‘improved.

9. That all government committees
dealing with maritime affairs include
seamen's representation.

The Lundeberg statement, after
conceding the remarkable achieve-
ments of the Washington Conference,
proceeded to torpedo the prospect of
extending and developing these first
fruits of united labor action.

‘Every trade unionist in maritime
should take his stand against this
factional position of the AFL mari-
time leaders. They should demand
further meetings of all seamen’s un-
ions to decide on joint strategy and
action. Only in this way can the sea-
men defend themselves against the
government - shipowner gang. The
policy of the AFL piecards can only
mean bloody jurisdictional warfare
with wunion seamen pitted against
each other while the shipowners look
on gleefully.
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the Irgun and Stern

senseless death of a child at play
and killings of innocent passers-by,
as well as the infliction of a great
economic hardship on the entire pop-
ulation of Palestine,

The hopes of some British Labor
Party “real politiker” that the eco-
nomic pressure would result in the
emergence of a bourgeois “appease-
ment” group, did not materialize, de-
spite broad *“leaks” from secret
sources that the British would nego-
tiate with a new leadership. This
hope was frustrated by the firm
stand taken by the Palestmmn labor
movement.

The terrorist groups responded to
the martial law with increased activ-
ity, leading to a depletion of the arms
of the Irgun. This is one reason for
the truce declared by that organiza-
tion. The truce is expected to last
at least through the Passover holi-
days. The Stern group, however, has
announced the continuation of its
“war” against the British.

A few weeks ago, the Irgun an-
nounced a shift in activity from the
“military front” to the “immigration
front” and “political front.” The pe-
riod of the truce and the expectation
of UN action will be utilized for such
purposes.

This should not be interpreted as .

victory for the moderate Haganah
leaders, who want: to narrow the en-
tire concept of resistance  to the
smuggling of immigrants.

A NARROW CONCEPT

Victory of such a narrow concept
of resistance inside the Haganah will
completely destroy any possibility
that Haganah and the progressive
forces. it represents —the organized
labor movement—will be able to lead
the struggle against the British, It
will inevitably result in the shifting
of the struggle from a mass basis to
that of individual terrorism under
the leadership of such reactionary
organizations as the Irgun and the
fascist - Stern group.

The truce of the Irgun will not
last long. The only way to prevent
revival of Irgun and Stern group
warfare is for labor elements to ini-
tiate wide-scale mass resistance and
activity that will insure the leader-
ship of the resistance movement to
the socially progressive class— the
workers.

Of the total illegal immigration of
23,700 during 1946, the Haganah or-
ganized ang financed 23,000, while®
the American League is credﬂ.ed

with 700,
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before Congress considered if,
when eight U. S. minesweepers,
lend-leased to Britain during
the war, were "sold" to Tur-
key. This deal underlined the
basic fact that the proposed
loans to Greece and Turkey are .in-
tended primarily for MILITARY pur-
poses rather than for relief of starv-
ing people.

Present calculations submitted hy
the State Departmeni indicate 60 per
cent of the proposed loans will go
ontright for military purposes 'to
swell ' the already bloated mllitm‘y
budgets of the reactionary govern-
ments of Greece and Turkey: (At
pregent Turkey spends HALF its na-
tional budget for military purposes
despite the appalling poverty of its.
people.) Three-quarters of the re-

maining 40 per cent are to go for ~

auxiliary military purposes, such -as
road building. This leaves virtually
nothing for the people of Greece, who
have been living for years now on a
semi-starvation basis and whose en-
ergies have been sapped by constant
suffering.

Thus the attempts of certain “lib-
eral” apologists for Truman imperi-
alism to justify the loans on humani-
tarian grounds are without any foun-
dation of fact; the loans are simply
military in purpose, preparation for
the Third Atomic World War.

DOLLAR PRESSURE

@ Continuing its policy of active
intervention wherever its interests
come into conflict with Russian im-
perialism, U. S. imperialism prepared
io dive into the Korean situation.
The Truman administration is ready-
ing a request to Congress for a loan
to Korea of $200,000,000. This loan
will have as its purpose the creation
of a “stable” government, that is, a
government amenable to U. S. pres-
sure and correspondingly indifferent
to Russian pressure.

This information gave substance to
the claim of the New York Times
correspondent, James Reston, that

*  (Continued on page 8)

Palestine CP
Now Against
Jewish Entry

The leaders of the Palestine Com-
munist Party, which is an all-Jewish
organization separate from the Stal-
inist Arab organization, have:
brought back a new line from the
just concluded conference of Com-
munist parties of the Brltlsh Em-
pire.

Until this conference, the Pales-
tine CP denied the “right” of Jews
to emigrate to Palestine, but sup-
ported it on “humanitarian” grounds
Hurrying off the boat with new in-
structions, they informed a press
conference: (and incidentally their
membership) of their new line: op-
position to Jewish immigration.

The CP of Palestine is now for an
Arab State with "national minority"

rights for the Jews. As to whether

the CP would in such a state "urge”
—not demand—free Jewish immigra-
tion, they refused to say.

This nmew line of the Palestine
Jewish Stalinists is without question
ordered from Russia and foreshad-
ows the position the Russian bloc
will take, when and if the Palestine
question comes before the United
Nations Organization.

The current political line-up is
such that all the major powers are
vying with one another to get the
Arabs to play on their team in the
dirty game of power politics, oil and
intrigue,
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Delegation to Lansing Asks FEPC Bill

By SID ROBERTS

DETROIT—Approximately 200 del-
egates from labor, liberal and church
groups assembled at Lansing, Mich.,
on Wednesday, March 19, at the call
of “the Committee for a State
FEPC.” After hearing reports on
the status of the FEPC bill (a new
one, submitfed by State Senators
Brown, Blondy. and Novack, is now
under consideration by the Senate
Labor Committee after the original
one was ruled off the ballot by the
State Supreme Court because of a

minor technicality), the entire con-

ference adjourned to the nearby
Senate Chamber to contact various
senators and get their position on
the bill,

The delegates succeeded in button-
holing the chairman of the Labor
Committee, Senator Bonine, and an-
other member of the Committee, Sen-
ator Callaghan, who is also in charge
of the “anti-red witch hunt” into
Michigan’s colleges. All these two
worthy gentlemen would do was to
listen cynically to the arguments of
the delegation and refuse to state
their position—using the usual capi-
talist politicians’ evasions. After
talkmg to them, no one believed they
were for FEPC. »

Later in the day, .a small delega-
tion from the conference visited Gov.
Sigler. He informed them that he
wouldn’t: support the bill “because
the Communists were at the source
of it.” Usmg that line of reasoning,

one could very well ask him why he
supported the Second Imperialist
World War because the Communists
(Stalinists) also supported that. He
had told substantially the same thing
to a right-wing delegation that had
contacted him a week earlier.

'MAD AT BRUSH-OFF

After “chatting” with the sen-
ators, the delegatlons returned to
the meeting” hall and resumed the
conference. It was evident that the
delegates were burning mad at the
brush-off they had just received.
‘After Jistening to several speeches
which offered no real suggestions on
what could be done tg intensify and
strengthen the struggle for FEPC,
the floor was finally thrown open for
discussion,

A delegate from Chrysler Local 7,
UAW, introduced a motion calling
for a mass demonstration by the la-
bor movement together with all in-
terested groups in Cadillac Square,
Detroit, and similar ones throughout
the state to protest against the fail-
ure to pass a’state FEPC law, and
further to warn the reactionaries in
Lansmg and Washington that labor
wasn’t prepared. to take the present
anti-labor offensive lying down.

A delegate from the United Public
Workers spoke against the motion
without giving any good reason for
his opposition. Ernie Mazey of Briggs
Local 212, UAW, spoke strongly in
support of the motion. After an un-

Labor Aection European Relief
Service has fused with the American
Committee for European Workers
Rehef. Needless to say this will be
of immediate benefit to anti-fascists
in Europe who dépend upon interna-
tional solidarity for nourishing food
and warm clothing. Supporters of
the Labor Action European Reflef
Servme will join' ACEWR chapters
in their vieinities and help form new
chaptérs where none exist. The lists
of 'working class families helped by
each organization have been merged.
In ordér to insure a steady flow of
relief packages to the enlarged list
of recipients, all those wishing to
help the European anti-fascists are
urged to send a donation of food,
clothing or money today.

The ACEWR has just eomplehd o
shipment of medicines to Europe.
Among the items shipped was $100
worth of streptomycine, requested by
the French committee, Solidarite In-
ternationale Curriere. The medicine
will be used in the treatment of an
anti-fascist worker suffering from «a
serious kidney ailment, which up to
now has resisted all other medicines.
His doctors had told him that only.

. the new wonder working drug stepto-

mycine, unobtainable in France, could
cure him.

Such work as this is made possible
by .such ACEWR chapters as Phila-
delphia which has a donation ecan
always on display specifically for

ACEWR Completes Shipment
Of Medicines to Europe;
Needs Funds to Extend Work

medicines. Another chapter which
makes possible these shipments is
the Boston Chapter, which so far
durmg the month ‘of March has sent
in_over $350, raised through -their
Ttalian Night dinner and party.

The New York Chapter of the
ACEWR is showing Joris Ivens' famous
movie Spunlsh Earth at Caravan Hall,
110 Eust 59+h St., on Friday evening,
March 28 at.8 P. M. Tickets §1. Follow-
ing the showing of this film, there will
be dancihg and refreshments,” All thosé”
who are interested in the cause of
Spanish freedom should see this film,
made on various fronts during the
Spanish civil war, and stay on for a
social evening for the benefit of Euro-
pean relief. Among those anti-fascists
helped' by the ACEWR are Spanish
refugees living in France.

The ACEWR is in urgent need of
money. No food can be purchased
for the month of April until sufficient
donations have been received. If you
want to insure food packages being
sent out this coming month, make a
donation today. Ten dollars will send
22 lbs. of food to Holland, Belgium,
France, Greece, Italy, Austria, Po-
land’ or Germany. One dollar and
fifty-four cents pays the postage on
an 11 lb. package of food, clothing
or medicine.. Make checks or money
orders payable to American Commit-
tee for European Workers Relief and
send to 197 Second Avenue, New
York 3, N. Y.

Aid European
Hungry Workers

European working gjass family?

- Nazi and labor fighters?

- 197 Second Avenue
‘New York 3, N. Y.

~ACEWR
197 Second Avenue
' New York 3, NY.

———efood packages

ADAPeSS ...

Will you undertake to help us send food and clothing reqularly to a

" Will you support the AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-

If you can give us this support, please send all contributions (in
the form of food, clothing and money donations) to us at the address
given below. We will take care of seeing to it that these contr 1but10ns
.of yours reach those who need them most of all.

'AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS RELIEF

Rememher’ $10 will enable us to send a 21-pound CARE Food
Package to a European Working Class Family. Y

i ———— ———— ——— — f—— f— — — — — — — ———— ——— —

1 am roudy to help a European family during the coming months, *
1 am sending the following contribution: $.................c...occcciininniiiiinn,

.

——clothing packages

Zone........o....... Stab@..enerorroo

successful attempt to table it, the mo-
tion passed by an overwhelming ma-
jority. Interestingly enough, aside
from the blunder by the aformen-
tioned delegate from the UPW, the
Stalinists present supported the mo-
tion. It was obvious they would have
‘had_a lot' of explaining to do to-the
rank-and-file if they had opposed it.

If it weren't for the fact that most
of the delegates to this '“People’s
Lobby ‘for FEPC” drew the correct
conclusions from their frustrating

experience and supported the idea of
a mass demonstration, one could say
that this latest of a series of state-
wide conferences was as fruitless as
the proceeding ones. However, if the
rank-and-file sees to it that sufficient
and constant pressure. is put upon

the leadershi p of the labor movement -

{(the UAW in- particular) to carry

through the proposed mass demon-

strations,'the struggle for a State
FEPC with teeth in it may yet be
successful.

ALLIS-CHALMERS STRIKE ENDS AS LOCAL
VOTES RETURN TO WORK MINUS CONTRACT
’ L

MILWAUKEE, March 24—The Allis-
Chalmers strike ended today with the
decision of UAW Local Union 248 to
return to work without a contract.
One of the longest strikes in recent
labor history, the strike was the oc-
casion of a bitter dispute in the UAW
factional line-up, as R. J. Thomas
accused Walter Reuther in the capi-
talist press of interfering with a
proper settlement and Reuther re-
plied by taking the facts of the case
to the union membership. The com-
pany in its long battle against the
workers had the advantage of such
government assistance as a sizable
tax rebate. It was also aided by the
misleadership of Stalinist elements
in the local.

The local union leadership ap-
peared last week before the UAW
International Executive Board and
told the board that it was prepared
fo recommend returning to work
without a contract. Reuther took a
hands-off attitude and Thomas ap-
peared to be completely perplexed,
being neither for nor against. The
board finally reached a decision to
follow whatever course was adopted
by the local.

At the local meeting at which the
return to work proposal was made,
one-third of these attending voted
against the proposition. The bargain-
ing committee, however, appealed to

the membership to go back in order
that the local might be able to par-
ticipate in the Wisconsin board elec-
tion runeff which will be held with-
in two weeks.

There is no provision in the return
to work decision for grievance pro-
cedure. Already 94 men have been
barred /from the plant. Altogether
the situation in the local, which has
decreased from some 8,000 members
to something over 1,000, is marked
by a terrific demoralization. This is
in sharp contrast with the spirit ani-
mating the orderly retreat at J. I.
Case, where the UAW also ended a
long-drawn-out strike last week.

Victory for the UAW now in the
Allis situation is possible only if
Reuther and Addes both come to
Milwaukee, carrying on a joint cam-
paign to revitalize and reorganize the
local. Such a joint campaign would
ensure support from the Wisconsl.n
and Milwaukee CIO unions and offer
some hope of remedying the local's
low morale with the promise of a
satisfactory contract.

(LABOR ACTION has in past is-
sues published thorput'h coverage of
the Allis - Chalmers situation. In
coming issues, our spécial correspond-
ent will supply aw @halysis of the re-
turn-to-work deci#ion and the future
of the local unlon}

L]

RUBBER WORKERS' STRIKE OFF; SETTLEMENT
PROVIDES FOR 1172 CENT AN HOUR lNCREASE

AKRON, March 23—The United Rub-
ber Workers-CIO today settled. with
the Big. Four rubber companies, ac-
cepting an eleven and a half cent
increase, retroactive to February 2,
with wages to remain frozen for
months.

In ¢oming issues LABOR ACTION
will fully report and analyze the
negotiations. Y

AKRON, March 19—Final arrange-
ments for the coordination of the

industry-wide strike in rubber were -

announced today by the officials of
the three big URW locals in Akron—
Goodyear 2, Goodrich 5 and Fire-
stone 7.

A City - Wide Executive Strike
Committee has been chosen from the
three locals named, plus a City-Wide
Publicity Committee. Provisions have
been made for well organized picket-
ing, central relief for strikers through
the CIO Council, twenty-four hour
operation of kitchens at the various
local halls,s filying squadrons to po-
lice the picket lines and anti-evic-
tion squadrons whose duties are self-
explanatory.

The URW had originally asked for
a 26-cent an hour increase. The com-
panies’ final offer before negotiations
broke off was 10 cents with no retro-
active clause and a three-month
freeze on wages. They had originally
wanted to fréeze wages for a full
year. The URW negotiating commit-

-

'-x

tee had scaled its demands down to
16 cents in an.attempt to settle the
issue without a -strilte. This is con-
sidered by numerous experienced
militants to have been a serious mis-
take, since they see the .final settle-
ment as a compromise now between
the final 16 cents of the URW and
the 10 cents of the companies. They
feel that any strike now must be for
the original 26 cents.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

A CLOSE-UP OF THE ECONOMY
The Natigpal City Bank of New York, in its March

-.monthly bank letter, notes that commodity prices have

resumed their advance and expresses fear lest the unions
will have to launch a new series of strikes to catch up
to the inflated prices. Rising prices are deferring hope
for a downturh ' in the cost of living, the bank says, add-
ing that the mt—uatmn is fraught with danger for big
busmess ‘But Wwarnings like this do not restrain the
pmﬁteers from squeezing the last cent out of the market.

The Commerce Department, too, .is concerned lest
the ra‘rr]pant greed of big business pushes commodity
prices beyond the reach of the masses and thus paves
the way for a depression. Advising business men to get
busy right away on lower prices, the Commerce Depart-
ment warns that unless they “start reviewing their pric-
ing policies now, they may find themselves faced with
making drastic price changes.”

Though the Commerce Dcpartment puts the matter

as delicately as possible so as not to hurt the feelings
of the tender industrialists, there is no mistaking what
it meant. “The old wartime formula of price of goods
plus operating costs plus desired profits (that is, all the
traffic can. bear—J. R.) is no longer sufficient. In gen-
eral, mark-up policies must be directed toward a rea-
sonable net profit,” says the government.
. You see, what has happened is that almest all indus-
tries got so accustomed to super-profits during. the war
that they just can’t bring themselves to adjust their ap-
petites to a “normal” meal. When the profiteers fall out,
we get a little of the truth.

For, instance, recently the carpet buyers for the big
depar tment stores have been complaining that the car-
pet manufacturers have upped their. prices too high. The
carpet manufacturers are angwering right back and, ac-
cording to an item in a recent issue of the New York
Journal of Commerce, told the buyers to compare their
store mark-ups with pre-war levels, According to the
manufacturers, “many retail stores have increased mark-
ups on cost from 60 to 75 per cent since 1941. A carpet
costing the store $100 used to be sold for $159.50 and is
now selling for $175, a sales increase of approximately
9 per cent. This boost in retail mark-ups, moreover, has
been taken at a time when inventory turnover is at rec-
ord levels, nearly four times greater than the pre-war
rate” Usually store mark-up is parily determined by
turnover, but now stores worry, if they have carpet in’
store for a week.

| Now you begin to see’ why profits all up and down
the line are the highest in history. Here are just a few
recent reports: The A. S. Beck Shoe Co. reported record
sales and earnings for 1946, net profits rising to $2,112,-
235 or $4.49 a share, compared with $886,113 or $1.55 in
1945, Hart, Schaffner & Marx reported all-time record
profits last year, with net income of $3,423,126 or $9.44
a share, compared with income of $1,645,860 or $4.63 a
share in 1945. Butler Bros. says the net sales last year
were the highest in history. This company, operating
several retail chains, more than doubled profits over
1945, itself an exceptional year.

All the mail order houses are rolling in dough. Mont-
gomery Ward’s profits last year are reported at approxi-
mately $52 millions, more than double the 1945 figure.
“The increase in net profits of Sears, Roebuck may be
even more spectacular,” says the Wall Street Journal,
estimating ‘that Sea.rs net profits will be about $100 mil-
lions, nearly three times the $35 millions reported in
1945. Preliminary reports show Spiegel's profits have in-
creased tenfold during the year, and Alden’s has already
reported profits have increased four times over 1945.

But such profiteering only tells a part of the story.
A recent survey by the New York Journal of Commerce
shows that “manufacturers have set aside in reserves
against inventory price decline larger sums than have
ever before been used for this purpose.” One meat

By JACK RANGER

packer alone shoveled $9,50°:},000 into such a reserve fund
against possible price declines. The Journal slyly ob-
serves that “some cynics have argued that. managements
were desirous of reducing their net income in order to
forestall demands of labor leaders for increased wages
and of stockholders for higher dividends.”

Though industry continues to price its goods as
though they were scarce, the Commerce Department
reports that the manufacturers’ dollar value of inven-
tories is still climbing, and . in December reached $20.2

(billion, the highest point in history, and $300 million
.more thaniin November. In 1946, industry invested $11.5

billion in new plant and equipment.

In order to obtain the necessities of life, the masses
are more and more havipg to morigage their future
wages. Total consumer credit outstanding at the end of
January was $9,790 million, as against $3,363 million a
year before. Installment sale credit on automobiles was
$581 million, up $346 million from a year ago. Charge
accounts outstanding totaled $2,758 million, higher by
$1,057 million than a year ago. However, the volume of
consumer credit outstanding dropped back $174 million
during January from the December peak. The first de-
cline in 12 months, it was attributed to seasonal factors
by the Federal Reserve Board.

The National City Bank reports that a preliminary
tabulation for 1946 of 840 manufacturing companies shows
combined net profils of approximately $2,049,000,00, A
GAIN OF 37 PER CENT OVER THE $1,491,000,000
EARNED IN THE PRECEDING YEAR. It would be
difficult to present a more impregnable argument for a
new round of wage increases.

A. W. Zelomek, economist for the Internatxonal Sta-
tistical Bureau, believes that we are in for a depression
such as that which occurred in 1920. Here is his reason-
ing: “Inventories have gained sharply. During the past
six months of 1946, the average increase was slightly
more than a billion a month. Prices and production are
now much higher than they were last year, and the high
consumption period of the holiday season is gone. I be-
lieve that inventory figures, when they become available,
will show the current rate of increase to be around two
billion dollars a month. You know as well as I do that
this cannot go on indefinitely, any more than it could
in 1920-21. When anyone tells you that minor readjust-
ments- will eliminate current distortions, take another
look at inventories. Today’s major distortion is that we
are producing more goods than can be absorbed at cur-
rent prices.” Zelomek believes that the depression will
be short lived and “will be followed by four or five years
of high level activity.”

LABOR LOBBYISTS

Of 544 lobbyists who have registered under the 1946
lobbying act, 121 represent organized labor. The rest
represent big business ‘and the farmers. Congress itself
1s one huge big business lobby—indeed, among the lobby-
ists for big business are a number of ex-Congressmen,
such as Robert Ramspeck, Clifford Woodrum, Clyde
Ellis, Albert Carter and Fritz Lanham. The reason big
business maintains lobbyists in Washington, in addition
to its Congressmen, is that the bosses are forever quar-
reling among themselves as to how to divide the profiis
that they scrouge {rom the hides of the masses.

For years the AFL and CIO and the railroad brother-
hoods’ have tried to Buck this ‘system by maintaining’
their lobbies in Washington and at the state capitols.
That this is a waste of dough is shown by the legisla-
tion against the interests of the people that continues
to pour out of Congress, If we had a lick of sense, we'd
tell the union leadership to fire all these ineffective,
broken-down labor lobbyists and take the dough to
finance a great national labor party that would elect
labor's own representatives to Congress. How about in-
troducing resolutions to this effect in your union?

Boilermakers Fight Union Dictators

By VINCENT S. WHEELON

SEATTLE—Spearheading a drive
that may end only when the mem-
bers of the International Brother-
hood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship-
builders and Helpers of America
have thrown out of office the union’s
dictator-president, Charles 'J. Mac-
Gowan, and his stooge executive
board, Lodge 104 of the union has
gone to court for the' right to set the
salaries of its local officers.

Court phase of the struggle is ex-
pected to be resolved when the
Washington State Supreme Court
reviews the decision of a Kings
County jurist that MacGowan acted
in accord with the powers granted
him by the union’s constitution wheu

he ordered the lodge to restore cuts
in officer salaries x¥oted by the mem-
ship.

‘EDITOR FIGHTS BOARD

" Meanwhile, the international pres-
ident has suspended five union offi-
cers and appointed a 2b-man “gov-
erning board” to take over the lo-
cal’s affairs, forbidden lodge meet-
ings and attempted to fold up the
weekly 104 REPORTER. Those
summarily kicked out of office were
the secretary-treasurer, Joe Clancy;
dispatecher, Bill Miller; assistant dis-

patcher, Angus McKenzie; assistant

secretary, Bill Briest, and Trustee
John Grosso. MacGowan also re-
quested the local’s banks of deposite

Teachers Take Stnke Poll

By S. WINTERS -

DETROIT, March 16—Events of the
past few weeks indicate that the
teachers of ;Detroit are becoming
aware of the harsh truth that one’s
status is determined by the amount
of money earned and not by the man-
ner in which it is obtained. The

Teachers, have long prided them-
selves on their professional status
which presumably lifted them above
the working, class to, let us say, the
position of doctors, lawyers, engi-
neers, etc. If owning a piece ,of.sheep-
skin is the eriterion for judging one’s
status in society, then certainly the
teacher in the little red school house
is entitled to professional glory.

Unfortunately, it is not possible
to buy food and clothing, pay the
rent, and cancel the doctor’s bills
with a teacher’s certificate bearing a
gold seal of approval. The kind of
paper that buys the necessities' of
life iz the green kind, not the white
kind with the gold seals,

TAKE STRIKE POLL

Workers’ unions. engagmg in strike
activity for the benefit of its mem-
bers are no phenomena on the Amer-
jean scene. But, a teachers’ organiza-
tion which engages in similar efforts
is a new and welcome sight to those
of us who wish to identify our strug-
gle with the worker in the factory.

On February 15 a strike poll was

_taken by the Detroit Federation of

Teachers. Of approximately 7,400
public school teachers, 5,978 cast bal-
lots. The results were 3 to.1 in faver
of a strike if everything éise failed.
A strike notice was filed with the
Board of Education by the DFT-
AFL to be effective within 30 days
from the date of filing. March 20.is
the -deadline, and unless the board
meets the, demands of the teachers

the schools of Detroit will be closed .

by a picket line. ;
The DFT is asking for a minimum
of $3,000 for starting teachers and a

maximum of $4,600 for those with a .-

bachelor’s degree. Starting salary is
now about: $2,200. It is demanding
the right to collective bargaining

across the table. So far the Board of .

Education has refused to acknowl-
edge this right or fo conduct any
kind of mediation through accepted
channels. It has counter-proposed a
public discussion open to any who
‘wish to attend. To date, this has not
been accepted by the DFT.

The board contends that its funds
are insufficient to meet the proposed
increases. The insincerity of this ar-
gument is obvious to the well in-
formed. We need only recall that last
vear the teachers were promised an
increase of about $25 per month
pending the passage of the sales tax
amendment, The bill was passed, the
new year rolled around, but the sal-

" aries remained the same, The super-
intendent of sc‘hools extmsed this sad

state of affairs with the cryptic re-
mark that the treasury did not have
enough funds.

Just two months later those funds
miraculously appeared and teachers
were informed that their checks
would be larger to the tune of about
$25 in the next pay period which was
March. It was precisely at this time
that the strike poll was being taken.

Could it be that the board was try-

ing to break the efforts of the DFT
to mobilize the teachers for strike ac-
tion? Whatever the reason, it is quite
apparent that the money was always
in the treasury. The teachers are not
convinced by the plea of insufficient
funds a second time.

Hats off to the teachers who re-
fuse to be blinded by such organiza-
tions as the Detroit Teachers Asso-
ciation, which is comparable to the
company union the worker must
sometimes contend with. Hats off to
them for identifying their cause with
that of organized labor, for adopting
labor’s methods of struggle, for re-
fusing to listen to the words of the
DTA pleqldent who said that teach-
ers can_‘“‘command neither dignity

nor respect if they are associated

“with cooks, waitresses and other la-

borers.” Hats off to the teachers wt who
are no longer too proud to go out on
strike if necessary, but who have

_ united- their strength to gain thmr

demands.

to freeze its funds and ordered the
printer of the paper to cease pub-
lishing the 104 REPORTER.

One of the leaders in the rank-and-

+ file opposition to MacGowan, Walt
Rasmussen, editor of the publication,
has devoted entire issues of this four-
page, tabloid-size paper during the
past few weeks to exposing the ma-
neuvers of the international board
and urging the members to continue
the struggle.

Over 300 angry members held an
“illegal” meeting, February 25, and
set up a Committee for Union De-
mocracy composed of 22 men work-
ing in various yards and shops and
on field jobs. They elected a finance
committee to collect contributions
and decreed:that the 104 REPORT-
ER shall be continued at all costs.

The suspended members were given
a rousing vote of confidence and re-
quested to remain on the job. At this
meeting, called on 36 hours' neotice,
théy demanded, by a unanimous stand-
ing vote, that MacGowan immediate-
ly reinstate the suspended officers,
approved a motion which commits
them not to work with any man re-
porting on the job with a dispatch
slip signed by an international stqoge.
Monthly dues, they decided, shall be
paid only to Secrefary-Treumrer Joe
Clcn:y.

Now Available! -

Labor Action

Book Service

is pleased to announce

receipt of: .

DANIEL GUERIN'S

just published history
"La Lutte des Classes Sous
la Premiére République™

A two-volume Marxist study of:
the class French Revolution, in
the light of the theory of the Per- |
manent Revolution, by the author
of “Fascism and Big Business.”
Over 900 pages, in French.
.

Write to:

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
for sale price. Limited Edition!
Ask for our list of available books. :

Pending the Supreme Court deci:
sion, the local secured a restraining
order to prevent the international
oflice in Kansas City from suspend-
ing members, meetings and taking
over affairs of the lodge. MacGow-
an’s attorneys; however, have served
notice that they will petition the
high court for a Writ of Prohibition.

A 24-HOUR GUARD

Meanwhile, Clancy and the other
officials have refused to turn over
the business office to the governing
board. The committee posts a 24-

hour guard to protect the lodge’s '

funds and records.

The controversy, arose when the
lodge cut the pay of its officers to
bring it into line with the drop in
revenue which followed a reduction
in membership accompanying the
tapering off -of the war shipbuilding

and repair program. Although the -

international ordered the local to cut
other expenses rather than reduce,
the members still insisted they had
a right to determine the salary of
the men who work for them. -

But back of the salary issue lies a
long-existing * resentement
changes made in the constitution of
the .brotherhood during its 1944 con-
vention which extended from one fo
four years the terms .of lodge officers,
Local 104 wanted to put new blood
on-the. payroll last year but the inter-
national failed to act on the lodge's
request for permission #o hold an
election. Incidentally, local president
Walter B. Toner, business agent A, F.
O'Neill and assistant, business agent
Dan P. McKillop are playing. ball w]i-ll
MacGowan.

Reliable sources dlsclose there is a
wave of resentment among the 300

_odd locals of the Brotherhood against

the Kansas City international clique.

More than a score are known to be -

under “governing boards.” Pmtland,
Ore., San Franecisco and Philadel-
phia are said to.be sore spots at the
present time. Only when the mem-
bers of all the lodges unite around
a program that calls on them to. take
deliberate action outside of the
courts will they be suceessful in
overthrowing  the  international
board and revising the constitution
to permit local autonomy and union
democlacy The place to. ﬁght union
battles is not in court, but in the un-
jon itself by such actions as the cam-
paign.of the 104 Reporter.

against -
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Major Powers Bicker Over Bdsic Problem:

By HENRY JUDD

¥ N THE heart of Europe lies
I a beaten and ruined coun-
Lry; inhabited by 66,_000,000
defeated, sullen and stagnant
people. The war has been over
for two years, yet Germany—
the largest, the richest in re-
sources and most potentially
powerful industrial country of
Europe—lies virtually in the
same condition today as it did
the moment the Hitler machine

fell, This country, capable of deter-
mining not merely whether Europe
as a whole .shall recover from the
war, but the very rate and speed of
that recovery, has been under occu-
pation now for two years, Its fate is
under debate at Moscow. Not a sin-
gle German, regardless of his class, -
party or polities, is presenrt' not a
word may be said in the' German
press on the subject. The “denio-
cratic powers” are in assembly to
handle matters!

For several weeks, these gentle-
men have debated the question of

how to asgure a non-aggressive, ,

democratic Germany. That, at any
rate, is what we are told lies behind
the furious debates and discussions
at Moscow. Molotov, foreign policy
spokesman for totalitarian dictator
Stalin, advances the Russian point
of view; flinty General Marshall pre-
sents the view of American impe-
rialism in precise military accents;
Beven tells us what the British Em-
pire desires; and Bidault, on the
rare occasions when he says some-
thing, presents the usual negative
ideas of weakened France. This most
s:gniﬁcant international gathering
since the war’s conclusion‘—for on
the agehda is the question of the
major point of division -between the
Big Four—has now reached the
stage where each power has present-
ed its program for the division and
future of Germany. Next will come

By KATHERINE DA\‘ENPOIIT

For over 100 years Great Britain
has been the creditor and the finan-
cial master of Greece. Now, when its
fortunes are at low ebb and it is no
longer able to maintain its troops in
Greece, Britain appeals to the United
States for help. So devastated is
Greece By war, civil strife and hun-
ger that British investment in that
country is paying off poorly. Unable
to tide over this dlﬁ'}cult period, the

Daily Worker Puffs at Budenz’ Religion

the effort to reconcile these pro-
grams. Let us meanwhile sunimarize
these distinet proposals, country by
country; indicate their chief differ-
ences, and also point out on what
1 aspects they coincide:

The Russian Pyogram: Russia fa-
vors the economic unification of Ger-

many, but at a price—namely, hnﬁe
reparations from the industrial re-
gions of the Ruhr, the Saar and the
Rhineland. Russia wants payments
otit of current production, to the
tune of $10 billion worth of goods.
Molotov revealed, during the week,
a secret protocol in the Yalta Agree-
ment of . Churchill, Roosevelt and
Stalin, which provides that repara-
tions should come partly from cur-
rent German production. He made
a good case for himself out of this
secret clause by the master imperial-
ists. This secret deal also provfied
for reparations by “use of German
labor”—thus revealing that the
“democratic” imperialists, in effect,
sanctioried the seizure and kidnap-
ping of German workers in the name
of “reparations”!

. Molotov also proposed the forma-
tion of a central German -govern-
nmient, similar to the pre-Hitler Wei-
mar republic;-a. ¢entralized govern-
ment which would enable the Gei-
man Stalinists to exhibit more
strength than they do today in the

A Recdrd of Decades of Imperialist Exploitation—

I Greece Long a Victim of Foreign Capnal

British have no recourse but to turn
the. country over to U. S. capital, for
both agree on the necessity, from the
point of view of their mutunal impey
rialist interests, of keeping Stalinist
Russia out of Greece.

What has British dominadtion of
Greek economy meant? What-is the
situation in Greece today? An an-
swer to. these questions help us to
see the results of imperialist exploit-
ation of a small power.

‘regulation of

Western zonal areas. The Russians
are opposed to any decentraljzation,
such as is practiced in the British,
French and Ameriean zonés. (Now
that the Russians have completed
the looting and removing of plants
from their zone of Germany, they
are most anxious to find means to
expanding inito the other zones. This
accounts for the reversal in line of
the Russian stooge Socialist Unity
Party, formerly opposed both to a
central governiment and an ecohomic
unification of the country") The
Russians also favor a system of pro-
portional representatlon eléctmns,
rather than election by majority vot-
ing. The above is, essentially, the
basu: Russian viewpoint.

CENTRALIZED GO\’ERNMEN‘I‘

The. American Program: This
runs directly counter to that of the
Russians. Marshall proposes a de-
centralized, loosely federated group
of German states as against the

- idea of a politically and administra-
" tively unified ‘nation. While Ameri-

can imperialism favors “economic
unification,” this must be considered
only in the sensé of a minimum re-
vival of -industrial life, sifficient to
pay reparations and keep the coun-
try on,a minimum subsistenice level
so that the occupying powers do not
have to lose money by imports to
Germany. “Germany must pay its
way,” is the Marshall economic doc-
trine. Marshall denies the Molotov
interpretation of the Yalta secret
deal and opposes the raising of Ger-
many’s industrial capacity to enkble
Russia to collect. That would revive
Germany as an'indépendent power,
says Marshall. He proposes a strict
industry (including
steps to keep the Russians out of the
Ruhr and the Saar!). No repara-
tions are to be given out of any cur-
rent productioh’ just machmery al-
ready agreed upon.

Polltlcally, Marshall proposes the
establishment of a “provisional. Gers
man government,”consisting of the
héads of the present decentralized
Lander (States), and operating un-

detr the Allied Control Council. He
proposes a constitution that will pro-
vide for political decentralization
and democratic liberties. The Amer-
icans propose majority representa-
tion in elections, as against propoz-
tional systems.

The British Program: The British,
realmmg that they hold within their
zone the prize of prizes (the Ruhr!)
go along with the Americans on eco-
nomic and reparations questions, but

desire an even stricter application of-

the decentralized, federation scheme.
They well know that the Stalinist
party would concentrate its efforts
within their working class, indus-
trialized mne' Bevin’s plan likewise

proposed a raising of present pro-.

‘duction standards and the elimina-
tion of inter-zonal economic barriers.
Of all the powers, Britain is most
anxious for an economic revival of
Germany—formerly her major Eu-
ropean customer. The general Brit-
ish approach is much closer to that

¢
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of the United States than to Russia.

The French Program: French im-
perialism has one basic desire—to
keep Germany weak politically, so-
cially and economically. Thus, Bi-
daunlt’s position is for. extreme de-
centralization; a central government
should be subjeet to. striet control
and have virtually no power. The

L]

Ruhr should be internationalized
(with the French obtaining coal
from it for their iron and steel in-
dustries), and Germany should man-
ufacture only consumers’ and light
industry goods. He is against the es-
tablishment of a provisional govern-
ment now (Bidault must have heard
that there still remains something in
the Saar or French zone of occupa-
tion that has as yet not been thor-

oughly. looted!). Bidanlt-favors the-

continuation of loecal goveriiient,
with the lowest conceivable author-
ity and industrial strength.

This, briefly put, constitutes the
various programs of the Big Four.
Their mutual contradictions,, the
general way in which the American
and ‘Russian plans exclude one an-
other (and these two plahs are the
really important two at the Moscow
meeting) ;- indicate the divergences,
As one eynical, but wise member of
the American delegation is'said to
have remarked (New York Times,
March 21), “Because we have left
the economic sub;ects behind tem-
porarily there is no reason to believe
that we have made any great prog-
ress. The discussion of these subjects
wound wup with the . four powers
pretty well deadlocked.”

And, he continued, “the Russians
will not budge until they gt repara-
tions out of current produetion, the
French will not budge until they get
coal and a guarantee dgainst Ger-
many’s industrial revival, the Brit-
ish will not accept anythmg until
they are certain the occupation will
not cost them another shilling.”

He forgot to add that Amierica
will not yield until it is satisfied that
its basic aims with respect to Ger-
many (assurance against the coun-
try falling under Russidn domina-
tion; a close check on indistrial re-
vivai) have been taken care of.

:The program of each power con-
cretely demonstrates 1ts imperialist
intentions not only with respect to
Germany, but with respect to each
other. Yet, despite the many differ-
ences, there are certain basic ques-

The basic fact is that Greece be-
longs to anyone but the Greeks. Her
natural resources are negligible and
undeveloped even for what little ad-
vantage they might be to the native
population. Her agriculture is prim-
itive, the hand plow and seythe be-
ing universal tools. In three years of
travelling around the countryside of
Greece, in travels conducted even be-
fore the war-time devastation, I did
not see a single tractor.

But Ignores His Revelations on GPU Murders

The Daily Worker, organ of Stalin-
jsm in this.country, hasat last broken
its painful silence on the book which
its former editor, Louis Budenz, has
just published. Thxs book, .This Is
My Story, contains sensational reve-
lations of the connection of the
GPU with American Stalinist lead-
ers and the way in wh;ch__ the mur-
der of Trotsky was prepared in New
York City by the GPU with the con-
nivance of the Stalinist leaders, in-
cluding Budenz himself. It also con-
tains information indicating the re-
sponsibility of the GPU for the muir-
der in Switzerland of Ignace Reiss,
a former GPU agent who broke from
that terror gang and solidatized him-
self with the Fourth International.
Lengthy excerpts from the book
were printed and discussed in LA-
BOR ACTION two weeks back.

Now, embarrassed at these dis-
closures, the Daily Worker is foreed
to break its silence and print a “re-
view” of Budenz's book by its “lit-
erary expert,” Samuel Sillen, who
plays monitor for the GPU on the.
literary front. This review, we frank-
ly concede, is something of a master-
piece—even for the Daily Worker.

Sillen concentrates his entire two-
thirds of a page on a discussion of
what is to almost everyone the least
interesting and least important as-
pect of Budenz's bogk: his conversion
to Catholicism and his juxtaposition
of that religion to the socialist cause.
Now nobody, not even Budenz him-
self (we suspect), would go so far
as to suggest that he is a thinker of
any originality or depth. His discus-
sion of Catholicism and communism

is patently shallow; if one wishes to .

write about fhis interesting prob-

lem, then one should discuss the_
works of a more skillful and author-
itative ~Catholic spokesman, - like
Jacques Maritain. Not even the Cath-
olics would maintain that Budenz is
much of a political or philosophical
thinker. )

Tor Sillen to base his entire ‘article
on -thig aspect of Budenz's book is o
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.attempt the “clever” feat of evading
the really sensational - matenai in
Budenz's book—the revelatmns about,
the murder machine of the GPU .and
the assistance .which that murder
machine receives from the. American
Communist Party. Sillen’s article is
-motivated by the idea that if he
writes enough about Budenz's con-
version to Catholicism, people m1ght
not notice that Budenz has provided
us with verification FROM THE IN-
SIDE about the murder of Leon
Trotsky and the other terrorist and
murderous ,activities of the GPU

We challenge Sillen or any other

-
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Daily Worker writer to refute the
facts expused by Budenz

Can they disprove his ml’ormaﬁon
about the functioning. of GPU- Agent
“Roberts” (also known as Peters),
who was responsible for Wworming
the GPY murderer of Trotsky, Frank
Jacson, into. a position eof cpn.ﬁdenee
among Trotsky's friends? Can they
disprove the -admission by Budenz
that he himself shares this responsi-
bzht.y, that he too was 8 Ilnk in the
GP'U machine . that murdered the
greatest revolutionary socialist of
our time? .

Can they disprove Budenz's ad-
mission. that he worked with the
GPU for a long time, that every
leader of the .American Communist
Party trembles before the dictates
of Stalin’s agents?

Can they disprove his admission
that when Budenz. was working on
the Daily: Worker . with Clarence
Hathaway, the latter told him that
it would not print a word about the .
mutrder of Ignace Reiss, for that was
a "hot case”?

No one is interested in the Dal‘ly
Worker's fulminations about Budenz's
conversion. The whole labor move-
ment is interested in its comment on
his revelations.

Yet we venture to predict that on
this score the Daily Worker will re-
tain silence, no matter how severe
the attacks against it. Budenz writes
in his book that there were bcca-
sions when orders came “from above”
that no mention should be made in
the Daily Worker of certain “hot
cases” such as the Ignace Reiss mur-
der,.no matter what the provocation.
_.And the p’evelations in Budenz's
book certainly make for a “hot case.”

-

A tiny mercantile and industrial
capifalist class thyives on the misery
of the masses and serves as an agent
of the foreign imperialists. This class
owns, for example, the ships that
once made the Greek merchHant ma-
rine the fifth largest in the world. It
has frequently . demanded and re-
cewed grovernment subsidies when-
ever it had to build new ships. Often
its ships were so run down that
Lloyds of London refused to carry
insurance on them. _

As might be expected, the sailors
on these ships are miserably paid;
they are dlso among the most mili-
tant of Greek workers. In 1935 their
strike so frightened the Greek capi-
talists that they set up a demi-fascist
military dictatorship under Metaxas
which riled for some yeafs.

- The Greek capitalist class has not
been nofed for its heroism. During
the war some of it fled to the U. S.
where it was known as the “Plaza
pdtriots”; ‘the lesser fry roughed it
at the St. Moritz. Another section
remained in Greece to collaborate
with the Germans. The *“refugees”
have now returned to Greece to re-
sume business as usual with the col-
laborators.

But the native weak capitalist class
has not beeén the most onerous burden
that the Greek masses bore. Greece
has not for many decades belonged to
the Greeks. Foreign capital has been
its decisive ruler. England primarily,
then France, Belgium, Gérmany, Czar-
ist Russia ~and more  récently the
United Stafes mdde and- unmude
Greek governmen{-s. Foreign capital
owiis the railways, the public utilities
and the few developéd natural re-
sources. The raisin - crop, one of
Greece's principal ‘sources of income,
is bought each year by foreign capital
at buyers® price.

A central aspect of the Greek econ-
omy is its national debt. It runs into
millionis of dollars and has brought
‘bankriiptey to the country and the
masses. A brief history of the na-
tional debt is necessary for an under-
standing of how these things work
in high financial circlgs.

-ENSLAVED BY LOANS

Between 1879 and 1890, six loans
amounting to 600 million francs were
madde to Greece. The net received by
the Greeks after commissions and
fees were paid. was. 4568 million. Out
.of this, 360 million remained or was

spent abroad. Roughly 258 million: of-
this went for 1nterest .and servicing:

or retiring old debts. Less than 100
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million  ever was seen in the Greek
treasury. Even this pittance was not
used to build roads, schools, hospi-
tals, or anything that might help the
Greek people. The money went, for
maintaining a royal family and buy-
ing equipment for the army so that
the bourgeoisie, bribed and féted by
the armament interests, conld wage
another of its hopeless irredentist
wars.

By 1897 the Greek makses may not
have ‘been aware of the bankrupt
condltlgn of their nation, but the for-
eign bondholders were. They were
not taking any chances of losing
their money, nor were their govern-
ments lacking in devices to protéct
them. The result was that a new
principle was introduced ‘into inter-
national practice in settlement of
forelgn debts. The Foreign Control
Commission, or as the Greeks called
it, the "Doctrme of Controlled Com-
pulsion,” was created. It was not.hmg
more or less than a body of forezgn
representatives with diplomadtiec
standing which: collected the money
owed to the bondholders yearly be-
fore the Greek goveriiment had the
right to plan its dnnual budget. The
government pmtested that its sov-
erdignty was being viclated and that
the control was political  coercion.
The bondholders, insisting that it
was nierely economic coercion to col-
lect a just debt, wonht out.of eourse.

It was not until the Second World
War when the Germans were.march-
ing across Greece, that this Commis-
sion finished its task of etﬂleeiliig the
debt incurred during the 19th century.
An interesting side point about this
Commission is that, always hsihmf
to appear. openily before the Gréek
people in its true capacity, it Weiild'
arrange for a "front" group of Greeks
to do its work. Ma:umns. the last
head of this “front" group, is now
premier of Greece.

The functioning of the Commission
was simple and its authority unques-
tioned. It.collected the revenues from
the government monopolies of t.obac—
o, . salt, cigarette paper, qumme.
matches, petroleum, certain stdmp
revenues and the duties from several
of the main ports of Greece, includ-
ing -Piraeus. Whenéver the gross
proceeds exceeded the required sum
of 28,900,000 gold drachmas, the re-
sulting sum, after an 18 per cent de-
duetion for adm:mstrat:ve expenses,
was divided intd two portions, 40
per cent returned to the Greek treas-

(Continued on page 5)

tions on which all four see eye to
eye. These points are, naturally,
those that will tend to keep Germany
an oppressed nation, .devoid of na-
tional indépendence and freedom of
action, with its workers and people
produeing for the benefit of the erst-
while Allies.

The world, in general, is being fif-
ted evér moré clgsely into the two
air-tigift compurlmenb of American.
and Russian imperidlism. Even those
powers mbst capable of resisting tend
to be. drdgged, despite their will, into
one  or. ﬂ;e other orbit. At Moscow,

Bévin .echoes weakly what Marshail -

states Baldly and firmly. Biduult, affer
his’ ﬂasgccessful interview with Stalin,
can only reluctantly fall info line (if
he wants French imperialism to lay its
handi on the Saar, with American ap-
pﬂw ).. Thé fwo mdjor iinperiuilsml
are-struggling over Germany ‘and i
people not merely because of its im-
mediaté valué as a source of loot and
wedlth, o market for prodiicts, but
even more s!gnlﬁunﬂy because of its
inestiimable value in preparation for
thé ultimate showdown, the evential
war "between American and Russidn
imperialism.

In such a war the power that pos-

sesses a stranglehold on Germany
starts off with a' huge advantage.
Russia’s intentions with respect to
Germany are clear, enough. The role
of its creatire, the Stalinists of Ger-
many, is likewise clear. And Ameri-
can policy, after long vacillation, is
tending more and more to the con-
clusion that Germany must be ‘re-
built, rehabilitated by American
loans and capital. The latest Hoover
report marks a complete abandon-
ment of the Morgenthau-Roosevelt
thesis for a pastoral, agritultural
Germany.. Next week’s LABOR AC-

TION will contain material -on this -

report. - o

But where do the German people
fit-into all this? Each power seeks to
extend its authority and influence
over these people, but not out of any
love or interest in their welfare The
Big "Four have uhafiimous$ agred-
ment not to pull out of Germany, to
continie the occupation for a long
period, to impose whatever treaty is
finally agréed upon an obviously un-
w:llmg nation, regardless of their

opinion. Each power agrees to treat

the 66,000,000 Germarns as so much
human cattle to be disposed of at
will,

ance.

GREECE AS A TEST OF UN

mieunderstandmgs *Suc

into war.

ONLY ONE WAY to AVOID WAR

wat is inevitable.

UN Dropped in Ashcan
As Powers Mangle Greece

When the United Nations orginization was set up at the end of
the war, its purposes were officially defined as providing machinery
for settlmg all international conflicts peaeefully. Since according'to’
the- propaganda of the Allies—England, Russia and America fought
this" war for 4 riew world without further wars, the United Nations
betame thie symbol of Allied victory, and the preui‘ of the peaceful and
deniocratic intentions of the victors.

Now that some time has elapsed since the organization of the.
United Nat:ons, it becomes easier to look through the haze of the+
official propaganda, dnd to judge the value of the UN by its perform-

The most significant problems confronting the major 1mperia}ist
powers at the present time are those concerning thé future of
It is in Greece where the rivalries between East and West are most
ﬁthparent—-tt i§ 'here where the third world war is already bemg
fought in embryomc form. The Greek 31tuat1bn in short, is exaectly the
type of crisis for which the United Nations was set up.
ig the explanation for the fact that the elaborate machmery of the
UN .has béerni bypassed in this case?

TQ place one’s faith in the UN for the'prevention of another wif
Iﬁesms to assume that wars dré produced only by ill will and by mutual
an idea, however, is totally false: no govern-

ment.-or ruling class ever wants a war for its own sake. The danger

g its . lives and property, the danger of popular upheavals—these

things are too well recogmzed by each ruling class not to resist, and,
if: '§6’S'sib]e, to prevent a war. To say, for instance, that Hitler wanted
a War for its own sake woilld mean that he lackéd the sanity to fore:-

_ seé the dangers to his own position in such a war. But without that
qﬁhlf.y he never could have held power for more than twelve years.
Wrs, we sy, are not based on ill will, They are the results of an
inescapable necessity under capitalist economy. If they want to retam
their profits and their pr1v1leges, the capitalists (as well as, of course,
the bureaucratic rulers in Russia) are forced to plunge their country

. 1For that reason, we have always pomted out that ergamzatwns like
the ‘League of Nations and the UN are doomed to' futility beforé their
birth. Greece is the latest proof of our contention. The imperialist
rivalries between capitalist America and bureaucratic collectivist
Russia cannot possibly be solved. Both find it necessary to expand’
their “spheres of influence” in order to live—the resulting conflict can-
not be eliminated by discussions at Lake Success.

But if the UN is 1mp0tent to preévent the third world war, is such
a war inevitable? The answer is that under capitalist or Stahmst rule

This question can be answered negatlvely only by revolutlonary
socidlists, Do away, we siy, with the system that forces expansion
for the sake of special privileges dhd capitalist proﬁts Do away, we
say, with the imperialist twin-evils of capitalism and Russian bureau-
cratlc collectivism, Socialism means not only a world of plenty; not
~ohly a world of freedom, but it means, also, a world of Iastmg peace,

reece.

. What, then,

.
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HENRY JUDD

Big Three Secret Diplomacy

The State Department has announced
that in a few days the full texts of the
Yalta and Potsdam agreements will be
published. Perhaps by the time you read
these lines, the texts will be available.

It is certainly about time that they were
available. For here was a situation in
which the lives of entire peoples — the
lives, we can say without exaggeration,
of the entire world’s population—were be-
ing ordered by a meeting of a few power-
ful rulers of the world. When the Yalta
Conference was over, the participants de-
clared that nothing further had been de-

" cided beyond what was then publicly an-.

nounced. That' this statement was simply
untrue was soon shown by a series of
startling events.

Russia’s entrance into the Pacific war

“was bought by granting her economic

privileges in Manchuria and outright pos-
session of the Kurile islands. This deal
was prepared at Yalta but was kept secret.

Then came the revelation that Stalin
was to have three votes in fhe United Na-
tions, This was also cooked up at Yalta
but Kept secret.

Thén came the news about the insist-
ence.of the late President Roosevelt for a
veto provision in the UN. That too had
been kept secret, though agreed upon at
Yalta."

o And now_ Molotoy, in his. negotiations
at Mosc()w,
{Roosevelt agreed to have Germany pay

announces. that President

reparations out of current production as
is now demanded by the Russians. That
too was kept secret.

- Each of these incidents, regardless of
the importance or lack of importance of
the mitter involved, illustrates the rotten-
ness and dangers of secret diplomacy as
practised by the big imperialist powers.
A few politicians, generals; diplomats and
stooge specialists get together, wotk out
plans which vitally affect every person on
this globe. They not only do not ask the
people for consent on these plans; they
don’t even tell the people what these plans
are.

All the while these very people—Roose-
velt, Churchill and Stalin—were assuring
the world that they were conducting a war
in behalf of democracy and freedom. But
the very procedures by which they con-
ducted this war, the very procedures by
which they met to plan the war and its
aftermaths, proved that their claims to
democracy were false and hypocritical.

In sharpest contrast to this procedure
of the capitalist powers and of Stalinist
Russia was that ‘established by the revo-
lutionary socialist government established
by Lenin and the Bolsheviks after the First
World War. One of the first achievements
of that ge\rernmeni was the publication of
the treaties of its predecessor, Czarist

‘ Russia, which planned imperialist adven-
‘tures .in_ the .Mid-East.

electrified the world and exposed the im-
perialists as nothing else.

Witch-Hunt in Washington

The “anti-red” hysteria which Secretary

of Labor.Schwellenbach’s proposal to out-

law ‘the Communist (Stalinist) Party
brought to a climax last week, continued

this week with a directive by President
Truman- setting up procedures for firing
federal employees “reasonably suspected”
of “subversive” beliefs.. Once this sort of
hysteria is set in motion, it goes even be-
yond the desires of those who initiate it.
Thus a number of Congressmen have
pounced on Truman’s directive to an-
nounce that they will hold back appropria-
tions for the salary of any government
employee whose politics they dislike.

Truman's directive is so vaguely and
loosely worded that it leaves the door
wide open for a witch-hunt the likes of
which this country has not seen since the
Palmer raids after the First World War.
It 'says that federal workers may be fired
if "reasonable grounds exist for belief
that the person involved is disloyal to the
government of the United States.” Exactly
who may fall under this heading is not
clear, except that millions of people may
be so designated. Congressman Rankin of
Mississippi, for instance, would not hesi-
tate to say that anyone who believes in
social, economic and pellhcul equality for
Negroes is "disloyal to the government

, of the United States.”

But the order leaves an even wider loop-
hole for firing of federal workers and for
their virtual political terrorization. It di-
rects the firing of government employees
who belong to any organization which is
considered by the FBI to be a “Communist
front.” But the catch is that the list of
such organizations is not public property.

"Hence a federal employee can never know

whether or not an organization he-wishes
to join is conmdered “subversive” by the
FBI."

Suppose a federal worker joins a con-
sumer or tenant organization in'his neigh-
borhood. Is that “subversive”? In the eyes

of reactionaries, who fill up the seats of

Congress, it may well be. Suppose he joins
a CIO union. Is that “subversive”? In the
eyes of many Congressmen, it certainly is.
In the eyes of most Congressmen, any or-

yanization which defends the rlghts of the
Workers is “subverswe.

A

\

There is still another aspect to this mat-
ter. Mere membership in an organization
which is controlled or dominated by the
Communist Party does not in any way
necessarily prove adherence to the policies
of the Communist Party. For instance,
many people who support the anti-Stalin-
ist point of view of LABOR ACTION and
the Workers Party belong to organiza-
tions which the Stalinists dominate; they
make it one of their main tasks to remove
such domination. But under the Truman
order, if they were federal employees, they
would be subject to dismissal merely be-
cause of their membership.

What is fundamental, however, is the
fact that the Truman order is a terrible
blow at the civil rights of millions of work-
ers who are employed by the’government.
In effect the order, when taken in the con-
text of the current red. scare being in-
flamed in Congress and elsewhere these
days, prohibits federal employees from
any political activity of the mildest lib-
eral—let alone radical—variety. It means
that federal workers can only participate
in the affairs of the Democratic and Re-
publican Parties, the very parties which
are against their mieresis as werkers.

Let there be no mlstake about it. The
current anti-red drive, though it may have
as its immediate objective the Communist
(Stalinist) Party, has as its ultimatespur-
pose the destruction of the civil rights of
all dissidents, of all those who, do not ac-
cept the rotten status quo of capitalism; it
has further as its ultimate objective the
destruction of -the labor movement. (In

Michigan, as reported last week m this
paper, the governor has directed an “anti-

red” inquiry in the labor movement;
which means a drwe against union mili-
tants.)

- Militant workers must not allow their
justified hatred for and contempt of the
Communist (Stalinist) Party to deflect
them from the real significance of the cur-
rent situation. The Stalinists must be de-
stroyed politicaily, in open political strug-

gle; their prohibition by the capitalist gov--

ernment would make impessible that ob-
jective and would furthermore boomerang

against the entire labor movement.

Georgia’s ‘Liberal’ Governor
Continues Jim Crow Setup

By EMANUEL ‘GARRETT

That its now legal Governor, M. E.
Thompson, in some small way rep-
resented democratic processes in
Georgia is itself a commentary on
the nature of Georgia democracy.
Ang in 'the same small way the ver-
dict of the Georgia Supreme Court
upholding Thompsen's claim to the
governorship and repudiating . Her-
man ‘Talmadge’s can be said to be a

“ yvindication of that same democracy.

It is, however, a defocracy spelled
with a decidedly tiny “d.”

Neither Thompson nor Talmadge
represented anything genuinely akin
to democracy. Talmadge was indeed
the usurper, installed by the hooded
hoodlums of the Ku XKlux Klan,
Thompson, according to the law of
the state and the general practice
of the country, had at least the right
to claim the governorship, having
been chosen lieutenant-governor by
that small portion of the electorate
permitted to vote. Thus, writing on
the Talmadge - Thompson case sev-
eral weeks ago, we observed that if
there was any legality on the side
of either, it was clearly on the side
of Thompson.

With that said, and due {ribute
paid to the “democratic” virtue of
the Supreme Court, it remains to
be remarked that democracy is a
long way from having registered a
significant trinmph in Georgia. A
democratic solution to the problem
of the twin governorship required a
new election, one in which ALL the
people of Georgia were eligible to
vote. Neither side wanted THAT.
Both sides were opposed to it. For
Thompson, no less than Talmadge,
is a product and staunch advocate of
the Jim Crow system.

Once the case got to the Georgia
Supreme Court it was a foregone
conclusion that Thompson would
win. For one thing, five of the mem-
bers of the Supreme Court, are ex-
Governor Arnall appointees, alﬁd Ar-
nall backed Thompson. Beyond that,
however, the Supreme Court acted in
reflection of the contest betweeh the

forces driving for the mdustnahza- i

tion of the South and those seeking
to maintain its old' ways. Politically,
Arnall is, the demagogic spokesman
of the former group, trying to mod-

ernize the South in the spirit of
Northern capitalist development.
Thompson is sort of midway between
the Arnall and Talmadge forces,
leaning heavily on the ﬁrst for sup-
port, and, dJﬁerlpg in no essentlal
way from the latter.

THOMPSON’'S “INTENTIONS”

As a matter of policy and expe-
diency, Thompson has announced his
intention to carry on with - Arnall's
pet projects, such as the _*._'sl:ate's suit
against.the railroad rate-making con-
spiracy. He has also declared his in-
tention to veto such-items: enacted by
the Talmadge legislature as the
White Primary Bill. But, and this is
the important thing to note, Thomp-
son is not one whit less committed to
“white supremacy” than Talmadge.

What is the difference between
these two? The Talmadge ‘“law”
would abolish all primary laws, leav-
ing the Democratic Party free to
operate its own primaries. The pri-
mary, it must be remembered, is the
real election in Georgia; the other
election is a cynical concession to
the customs of the country. Thomp-
son has no objection to this in prin-
ciple. On March 20 he told the Legis-
lature that he is for a white primary,
but it must be done “legally.” We
leave it to a Georgia Negro to com-
ment on the difference between these
two.

The Klan would. prefer in the gov-
ernor’s seat someone who is not con-
cerned with the niceties of hypocriti-
cal “legality.” ‘But Georgia will re-
main a Klan state under Thompson
as well. The nationally-famous soft
drink and the other powerful com-
panies which backed Talmadge will
accommodate themselves easily to a
Thompson régime, for it too will
serve them loyally. -

For the people of Georgia, and we
speak of ALL the people, white and
black, there has been no real gain in
democracy; they have only received
a formal acknowledgment of “civil
government.” Despite all the bally-
hoo in the press about triumphant
democracy, and for all that certain
-liberals nearly perished with delight
over the Supreme. Court decision,
Georgia remains a Jim Crow state—
from its Supreme Court fop to its
Ku Klux bottom.

Talmadge has’ already served notice
that he inténds to make a comeback
in the 1948 elections. We think the
people of Georgia must prepare now
to strike a real blow for democracy
in these same elections. The Jim
Crow system is intolerable under any
form. The white primary system is
intolerable” under any form, “legal”

.or not, It must be fought basically

and completely.

ABOLISH JIM CROW!

The people of Georgia were stirred
in the dispute over the governorship.
Sentiment runs high, especially
among, Negroes. In fact, it may be
said that one reason the contending
parties retreated from armed com-
bat, is that neither side dared risk
the boiling-over of discontent. -

At stake is not only the right of
Negroes to vote and to be allowed to
live like human beings, but also the
right of any worker to organize in
unions and fight for his demands. If,
between now and the 1948 elections,
Negro and white workers, factory
hands, agricultural laborers, poor
tarmers, ALL OF THEM, 'were to get
together and plan a common front
of  attack, politically and economi-
cally, then one could speak of .a
real promise of democratic advance
in Georgia.

If ever there was a job and an op-
portunity for the CIO’s Operation
Dixie and the AFL’s Southern or-
ganizing campaign, it is here. Union
organizers cannot escape the prob-
lem of Jim.Crow and white “su-
premacy.” And the most obvious and
most effective place to down Jim
Crow now is in the union. No more
than Jim Crow in general can the
union organizers escape the problem
of political action.

Hence we think the indicated ne-
cessity for the 1948 elections, to be
prepared for today, is the banding
together of Negroes and whites in
unions and, beyond that, in the
sphere of political action through
their, OWN party. It is a situation
which cries for the formation of a
LABOR PARTY, a party that will
strike at white primaries and tear
apart the fabric ®f Jim Crow rule, a
party that will fight for FREE elec-
tions in which the voters can repu-
diate both .Talmadge and Thompson.

This, publication

Will Russna Quit l'he Balkcms"

By IRVING HOWE

You've got to hand it to the “think piece” writers of
the New York Times. As perhaps the most authorita-
tive journalistic spokesmen for U. 8. imperialism, they
help us understand just what their masters are up to—
at least to the ‘extent that such matters are made public.
Thus Edwin James, managing editor of the Times, has
a most interesting piece on the Moscow Conference in
its March 23 issue in which he suggests that though the
German problem is in the forefront of public attention,
the inner circles of the State Department arg at least as
interested in the signing of a peace treaty with Austria.

James explains his statement in this way: There is
no real likelihood of an actual treaty on Germany being-
drafted at Moscow. “There are many hopes,” he writes,
“that the conference will complete o treaty with
Austria.”

The draft of the proposed Austrian treaty which
therdeputy ministers of the major powers have drawn
up provides for the withdrawal of all occupying troops
from Austria within 90 days after the signing of the
treaty. Since the only sizable military establishment in
Austria is the Russian army, this treaty would mean
removing the Russian occupation. But that is not all.
The peace treaty with Hungaery, which has been com-
pleted and signed, promdes that within 90 days after
mgnmg, the oceupying powers will withdraw all troops

“subject to the right of the Soviet Union to keep on
Hungarian territory such armed forces as it may need
for the maintenance of the lines of communieation of
the Soviet army with the Soviet zone of occupation in
Austria.”

There are similar provisions in the treaties with
Hungary and Rumania. That means that if an Austrian
treaty is signed, the Russians would presumably have to
withdraw their troops from all of the Balkan countries
where they are now present. It would mean withdrawal
of Russian troops from every European country except
Poland and eastérn Germany, where they remain in
foree. .

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR U. S. IMPERIALISM

This would be a tremendous opportunity for Anglo-
American imperialism, James hints. Truman’s, speech
indicates that it intends to sink millions of dollars into
Europe in order to maintain the position of western
capitalism and push back its Russian rival imperialism.
And when it comes to dollars, the U. 8. has more of
them than anyone else. The superiority of Russia in the
Balkans has been based largely on its geographieal
proximity and therefore on its ability to maintain large
armies in those countries. Only secondarily has its pup-
pet Stalinist movements in these countries enabled it to

-

. maintain its occupation, for in most instances the Stal-

inists would be proven in a free election—as in "some
cases, such as Austria and Hungary, it already has been
proven—to be a mere small minority.

Now then, withdraw Russian troops; enter U. S.
dollars. A pretty picture for U. S. imperialism, no?
Perhaps a “readjustment” in regimes . . . but let us not
continue: the possibilities for*U. S. imperialism are end-
less once the ball starts rolling.

WILL STALIN WITHDRAW TROOPS?

But will it start? That is the question which in-
trigues Mr. James and not without reason, Is it likely
that Stalin will voluntarily withdraw his troops from
these Balkan countries and allow the U. S. dollar to do
subtly ‘what his bayonets did bluntly?

The Russian regime must surely have understood from

the very beginning that it could not maintain its occupa-

tion indefinitely. It must have calculated on the length of
time it would take to strip these countries dry economi-
cally and create a stable apparatus of agents and sup-
porters within them after Russian troops were withdrawn.

Yet it seems quite doubtful if the Kremlin has sue-
ceeded in its plans. All the evidence points to the likeli-
hood that it has not created a mass base in any of
these countries with the possible exception of Yugo-
slavia. (Even with regards to that country we suspect

that there is not nearly as much popular support for the .

regime as a very skillful publicity machine would make
out.) In some countries, like Hungary and Austria, we
know from the election results that the Stalinists have
failed to create a mass base. .In other countries like
Poland, Rumania .and Bulgaria their extensive use of
terror against opposition indicates that their regimes
rest on bayonets rather than popular will,

The Kremlin did not count on what we Marxists have
been calling. in our verbal shorthand the "national ques-
-tion." That is, the Stalinists did not foresee the mass
popular resentment which would arise in these occupigd
countries against the invading "liberators" who took
everything—personal possessions, agricultural products,
industrial plants. And if they did foresee this popular re-
sentment, they could find no way of placating it.

As a-result, it seems quite likely that the Kremlin
has decided on a course of retreat, of pulling in its
lines., The simultaneous pressures of a stiffer U. S.-
British bloec and the continued resistance in the occupied
countries (which resistance is always present even if
not often publicized) may well be enough to force the
Russians to draw in a little.

HAVE THE STALINISTS SUCCEEDED?

That' they would sooner or later have to draw in,
they must have foreseen. But they expected to create
such powerful outposts that their rule of the Balkans
would remain firm.

Whether or not they have succeeded is perhaps too
early to say. That they have not succeeded nearly as
much as they wished is obvious. For a real withdrawal
of Russian troops from the Balkans would soon result
in a collapse of at least several of the puppet regimes.

The Russian ruling class is in a considerable diffi-
culty on this matter. Powerful internal social-economic
pressures dictated its policy of expansion into Europe—
pressures as diverse in nature as its desire to recoup its
battered industrial plant, its inability to find homes for
its soldiers, its immediate need for agricultural prod-
ucts, ete. Yet the costs of such an expansionist policy
are very high in terms:of upkeep of an army of occupa-
tion, in terms of the morale of soldiers who find even in
the wretched Balkan lands a standard of living higher
than in the “workers fatherland,” and in terms of the
struggle with western capitalism which the Kremlin for
all its bravado is not yet ready to pursue to the end.

It would be a mistake, however, to believe that if and
when the Russians withdraw their armies from the Bal-
kans their influence will be at an end. The puppet
Stalinist parties will still work in their behalf; the GPU
and numerous auxiliary agents will still'be functioning;
and above all the threat of future intervention by the
Russian colossus will still hang over ihe heads of the
Balkan nations.

One thing we may with certainty predict: the inter-
imperialist struggle for the Balkans is not yet over.
While the Russians still retain by far the most advan-
tageous position, the wedge of U. S. dollars into Greece
and the possible withdrawal of Russian troops from the
area portend new and bitter struggles. No wonder then
that Mr. James of the Times and the social class for
which he writes look with such interest to an Austrian
treaty. :
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OFF TIMITS

P‘I.l'l_‘e Science—and-the Prick of Conscience

PART | L

The Atlantic Monthly recently published the
credo of an honest and courageous man. Its ap-
pearance is all the more remarkable at a time
when, with the exception of an almost unique phe-
nomenon like James T, Farrell, the mtelllgentma
of this country, in the face of a werld crisis of un-
precedented scope, displays almost nothing but
notable cowardice, pessimism, or confusion. Si-
multaneously, however, this credo reveals the di-
lemma into which the scientist often falls when
he attempts, within the framework of his accus-
tomed experience, to oppose the march to catas-
trophe which the atomiec scientists in particular
have so conspicuously helped organize. G

The letter in the Atlantic Monthly was written
by Norbert Wiener, one of the best-known mathe-
matical analysts in the country, in reply to a re-
quest by another scientist for data on controlled
missiles. Displaying a moral firmness rare in these
times, Wiener refused to accede to the request,
concluding his dignified letter in these words:

"If therefore | do not desire to participate in
the bombing or poisoning of defenseless people—
and | moct certainly do not—I must take a serious
responsibility as to those to whom | disclose my
scientific. ideas. Since it is obvious that with suf-
ficient effort you can obtain my material, even
though it be out of print, | can only protest pro
forma in refusing to give you any information con-
cerning my past work.' However, | rejoice at the
fact ihef my material is not readily available, inas-
much as'it gives me the opportunity to raise this
serious moral issue. | do not expect o publish any
future work of mine which may do damage in the
hands of irresponsible militarists.”

ATOM BOMB POSES ETHICAL OUESTION

If the horrors of fire bombing or the tragedy
of those lunar landsecapes which once were Ger-
man cltles did not move the scientific ind to pity,
it is a“tribute to the awful power of the atomic
bomb and its potential development that after
Hiroshima more than one scientist began to ques-
tion the whole role of science in our society. Even
during the period of early research on the bomb,
the Smyth Report informs us, many scientists
hoped that their experiments would fail.

The theory of the infinite perfectibility of man
and his environment by means of the advance of
science obtained general currency in the period of
the relatively peaceful advance of capitalism in
the nineteenth century. The spectacular decline
of world capitalism which beg‘an in 1914, followed
. by the world economic crisis, fascism, World War
1I, and the atomic bomb and all that it fore-

. shadows, augmented the vgices guestmnmg .the
progressive role of science. pengler early in this
period, and most recently Toynbee, systematized
these doubts. Complementing this decline in eon-
fidence in the scientific spirit has been a world-
wide rise in its antithesis: religion.

What is intruding upon the consciousness of the
most socially sensitive scientists like Wiener is that
free scientific investigation has been almost com-
pletely usurped by the military. Nearly all serious
university and corporate research work is today
subordinated to military aims. The money to finance
it, the brains to exploit it—including those of sev-

eral hundred Nazi scientists, and the fields for re-

search are all controlled by the army and navy.

Neither do the scientists like the introduction
into their'lives of what the Germans call the Feld-
webelston—the drill sergeant’s bark—and the
whole military mentaility that lies behind it. Gen-
efal Groves, the head of the atomic bomb project,
once complained of the scientists, “They, do not
know how to give orders or to take orders.” This
they resent not only because it is destructive of
traditional civilian rights, but because it hampers
free inquiry—and hence is destructive also of
scientific progress. It is these things which have
led large numbers of scientists to advocate abro-
gation of the control of atomic development by the
military.

Wiener's attitude is a little more serious. We
ehall examine it in detail later.

Yoo-Hoo, Harry!

“WASHINGTON, Jan. 2——Pres1dent Tru-
man took a new tack today in his drive to
cut down unnecessary government spendmg,

. eﬂ-‘ermg federal employes cash prizes run-
ning up to $1,000 for worthy suggestions on
how to save the taxpayers’ money.”

YOU CAN START CHOPPING HERE:
-the Army’s colonels (as of Dec. 31;

1946) number one to every 167 enlisted
men, . .."”

. % Ne-.ai; York Times, March 10, 1947.
-
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LEON TROTSKY'S

“THE NEW COURSE”

gether with Max Shachtman's study
of the development of Russian totali-

tarianism.
NOW ON SALE: $1.00

(paper bound)
Originally $1.50

265 pages

Order from:

Workers Party Publications
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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Exposing the Myth of "Miners' Prosperity"

A' Social Porirait of Life of

By JAMES DAKOTA |

November, 1946, found the eyes of
the world focused on 400,000 men
and their union, the United Mine
Workers of America. The .miners
were out again! When they struck,
whole industries were closed and the:
national economy staggered. Those
who manufacture ‘“public opinion”
wrote new chapters inn abuse — the
Pearsons joined with the Peglers in
a foul dance about the maypole of
calumny on which the UMWA was
daily crucified. Millionaires released
lengthy statements to the press, Con-
gressmen delivered diatribes on “un-
Americanism” and there was a crisis
in liberal journalism. There was, in
fact, a crisis everywhere.

I picked up my tools about 10:00
on the morning of November 19 and
followed a lean, aged immigrant out
of the pit. He was bent almost dou-
ble in the low seam, was unshaven
and black with dust. On his head he
wore an old silk stocking, he carried
an Army overcoat dating from the
First World War and an empty
bucket clanked on his arm. At the
mouth of the pit he stood for a mo-
ment, blinking to regain his sight.
I watched him for a moment, a pro-
phetic figure etched on the newly
fallen snow and outlined against a
clear blue sky.

Thousands like him streamed out
of the mines all over the nation: New
Mexico, Alabama, Illinois, wherever
coal is mined. The entire industry
was coming down and with it the en-
tire economy was creaking to a halt.

Government agents had posted
thousands of notices that morning
telling the miners that it was illegal
for them to strike against “their”
government. But for the miners it
was no maiden strike; it was a con-
dition of life as old as the industry.
They knew that to win a demand it
was necessary to strike, that was the
only language a boss could under-
stand. Momentarily the question of
whom they struck against seemed of
little importance. “If the government
won't do right by you, you have to
strike against the government.”

But Krug's signs did not go un-
noticed. I talk with the men on the
gob piles and later in their homes.
As the strike progressed the ques-
tion was asked more and more fre-
quently, “Whose government is it,
anyway?”

Thus the second 1946 strike marked
an epoch in post-war class relations.
To understand that strike and those
which are to come, it is necessary to

know something of the 'coal industry,

the men, their society and their con-
ditions of work.

THE GEOGRAPHY OF COAL

About 575 million tons of coal have
been consumed each year since the
beginning of the war in the United
States alone. At the present moment
coal is being produced at the rate of
675 million tons. This is produced in
five great regions, but over half of
it comes from the central Pennsyl-
vania area and the Monongahela ba-

« sin, which stretches from central
West Virginia to Pittsburgh. West

Virginia leads the nation in bitumi-
nous coal production and Pennsylva-
nia is a close second. Last year 1,800,-
000 tons were carried on the Monon-

gahela River Alone. Besides this, sev- -

eral railroads serve the basin. A large
segment of the 400,000 UMWA mem-
bers is found in the Monongahela
Valley and the prosperity of the area
depends directly on the condition of
the coal industry.

Coal is an extractive and therefore
a decentralized industry. For nearly
two hundred miles, coal camps are
located along the Monongahela River

-

The author of this article, James Dakota, is himself a' coal miner in a sec-

tion of the general eastern area he describes. This article offers much in- -

formation on the nature of the coal industry as well as the social conditions
of America's coal miners. It is definitive refutation of those people who have
been claiming that the demands of the miners in the recent coal strike were
“exorbitant"' because of the alleged "high standard of living" of the miners.
Dakota's article, however, reveals the truth about the miners. Due to its
length we have had to cut it into two installments, of which the first appears
here and the second will be printed in our next issue. .

bt
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and they are frequently only a mile
or two apart. Usually each mine and
each abandoned mine has its own
cluster of houses, The UMWA was
organized to a large extent by the
so-called “walking delegates,” who
spread the gospel of unionization by
walking along the railroad tracks
which connect the various towns.

But there are relatively centralized
points within the decentralized areas.
From these points it is possible to
reach as many as 25 or 30 camps by
auto or bus. Such centers are Mor-
gantown amd Fairmont, W. Va., which
also have the advantage of possess-
ing small industries. Morgantown, for
example, boasts three glass factor\ies,
a faucet factory, a shirt factory and
a coke plant, as well as a chemical
plant which is to begin operations
soon. '

COAL BARONS OWN MINES

The coal industry is owned, for the
most part, by financial barons in Wall
Street and Pittsburgh. This is par-
ticularly noticeable in West Virginia.
One result of this is the magnified
political importance of the working
class in West Virginia. It is said that
tife absolute majority of both the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties are
working men and a fairly large per-
centage of thege are coal miners.

Thus we see the political import-
ance of the miners in West Virginia
in relation to the rest of the work-
ing class. But the place of coal in
commeodity production is of particu-
lar significance for the. economy as a
whole. The production of adeguate
supplies of coal is essential to Amer-
ican and world industry. As yet no
other fuel can compete with coal. Its
uses are almost unlimited, wvarying®
from simple household heat to ani-
line dyes and nylon stockings. It is
doubtful if there is one inhabitant
of the United States who is not di-
rectly dependent on the production
of coal for his daily needs.

The importance of coal as a factor
in commodity production is attested

to by recent __;j_:_r:p_;es. _T_w;ce in. 1947
"the pits were“closed. Twice the in-'

dustrial paralysis forced the capital-
ist class to a fake “seizure” of the
mines through its instrument, the
government, Twice the objective sit-
uation forced the government to dis-
play itself as an instrument of the
ruling <¢lass, as an enemy of the
working class, especially of the min-
ers, who were thrown into direct
conflict with the government. This
has seldom been so flagrantly obvi-
ous. '

THE MINER AND HIS WORK

The recent history of the mines is
the history of the advent of technol-
ogy and the war. Prior to 1930 the
miner wag highly skilled, almost a
professional. It required years to
master the pick, the auger and the
shovel. Investigating committees com-
mented on the rhythm and skill with
“which a ‘miner ricocheted a shovelful
of coal from the top of the coal seam
into the car which he was loading.
In spite of the disadvantages of the
occupation, there was at least a cer-
tain amount of pride in being a good
worker.

With the introduction of the cut-

“yed

ting /machine, and later the loading
machine, all this changed. Machino-
facture came to the mines and the
men became the detail workers of
other industries. Henceforward they
were to be concerned with simple
repetition, with monotony and with
speed. The older skilled men were
forced out of the mines; only sirength
and endurance counted. Before the
war the upper age limit for miners
was about 40. Beyond that there was
the WPA.,

The war acdelerated this techno-
logical development, until today ev-
ery large mine is almost completely
mechanized. But the increased de-
mand for coal permitted smaller
marginal mines also to go into pro-
duction. Side by side the fwo sys-
tems of mining exist at this moment.
It is, of course, only a question of
time until over-production of coal
forces the smaller unmechanized
mines out of production,

In the Monongahela Valley two
veins of coal are mined, the five foot
and the nine foot. These measure-
ments vary with the mine and are
at times only 40 inches high and
again as high as 20 feet. The first shift
begins work at 6:00 am. It is con-
veyed to the scene of operations on
the “man {rip,” that is, wagons pulled
by an electric motor, which are later
used to draw coal to the tipple where
*the coal is dumped. Electric lanterns
attached to steel helmets furnish the
light to work by, and it might be
said in passing that mgny accidents
are caused by inadequate lighting.
This despite the fact that it is tech-
nologically feasible to provide ade-
quate lighting simply by inserting a
bulb in the source of electricity which
is already furnished to the machines.

CATEGORIES OF WORKERS

There are two general categories
of workers: inside workers and those
who work on the outside.
workers seem to occupy a slightly
higher place in the . social sphere.

Their work is somewhat harder, usu-_

,ally; the ‘temperature is even t

Coal Miners in the United States

end by upright posts. To determine
the condition of thg roof the miner
strikes it with his pick and the re-
sulting sound, a sharp ping or dull
thud, tells him whether the roof is
sound or ready to fall. Considerable
experience is needed to interpret this
sound and it happens at times that
the roof falls at the first strike of the
pick. Other hazards are “pots” which
give little or no warning of their
presence; they are simply large

* rocks which fall at.inopportune mo-

Inside

rotind and the pay is better. ‘accounteddor 4

But the outside workers point out.

that they don’t expect to have a rock
fall on them and be carried out some
day. The -inside worker may be a
cutting machine operator, a loading
machine operator, a track man who
lays the track on which the machines
run, a motorman who operates the
motor which hauls the cars of coal,
a_'spapper who .connects the cars, or
a general “day man.” In the main
these are the classifications for a
mechanized mine. Some miners have
cutting machines but no loading ma-
chine. In that case, hand loaders are
employed who are paid on a piece-
worl: basis.

The cutting and loading machines,
once set in motion, are not allowed
to stop. Men work-in relays, at times
running the machines and changing
places while the machines operate.
There is always a great deal of dust,
which takes a high toll in lung dis-
eases.

Posts support the roof: of the mine.
The number of posts depends on the
condition of the roof; usually it is
necessary to “timber,” ie., put beams
across the roof supported on either
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“FRICK HUMPS”

Many of the smaller mines still do
not employ check weighmen, who
weigh the wagons loaded by hand,
and the loaders are paid by the wag-
on. The miners are said to be “un-
der control” if they put “Frick
humps” on their wagons. This means
that the loader continues to load his
wagon above level full and it is pos-
sible to load a half more on each
wagon -than its certified capacity.
This means that the company gets 50
per cent of its coal at no labor ex-
pense. ,

The gob pile is one of the most
hallowed fixturés in every mine. Usu-
ally there is a section of slate on top
of the coal seam and this must be
cast aside by the loader. It is thrown
to one side of the track and on the
piles - the miners eat their lunches.
This is where they meet and discuss
current problems: “Strikes begin on
gob piles.”

There are three shifts in all the
large mines. The second starts at 3
p.m. and the third at midnight. But
whether there are three shifts or not
the work day starts at 6 am. Even
though the two later shifts have.a
higher scale of pay, any one of the
three starts at an inconvenient hour.
If a miner should be later to work
and miss the man trip he is out a
day’s work, and if he misses two in

a week without a medical excuse, he
is faced with losing his job. At pres-
ent there is a 54-hour week, of which
nine hours are overtime paid at time
and a half,

WORK HOURS INHUMAN

The boss press is now busily point-
ingr out that the 45-hour. week is
“basic.” How ridiculous this is can
be seen with little effort. In the first
place, the 54-hours are “inhuman,”
as Lewis describes them, if they are
worked. On the other hand, taken
for the annual period, the miner av-
erages nowhere near 54 hours each
week. This means that he is over-
worked at times, only to be out of
work at others. But this is only .the
beginning. The basic pay which the
miner receives regardless of the sys-
tem- by which it is derived, is now,
considering the price of living, just
about at the subsistence level, or
enough to keep the miner alive when
he works full time.

So when the miner works only
four days a week, instead of six, he
is paid at a rate which actually is less
than that necessary to provide a liv-
ing. In other words, the maximum
weekly pay before deductions is about
$72 and this is the “normal” pay
schedule, which is just about the nec-
essary level to provide the standard
of living to which the miner is accus-
tomed. By working only five days a

week the maximum drops to $55, or -

a decrease of almost 24 per cent be-
low that needed. It should be re-
marked that when the miners work
54 hours it is considered newsworthy
and is printed in the daily paper.
And let no one be deceived by the
maximum wage rates. If is not un-
usual to find 15 to 20 items deducted
from the gross pay plus government
taxes. The men who work with me
averaged about $60 for the last two-
week period. As matters stand we
either “work ourselves to death for

Background of a Major Indusiry

six days or starve on anything less,”
as a digger told me a short time ago.

ACCIDENT RATES

The accident statistics of the indus-
try are appalling. One out of every
428 miners was killed in 1940; one
out of every ten was injured. In
short, eight per cent of the miners
are killed or injured every year. It
has been stated time and again by
every sort of investigating commit-
tee and by the operators themselves
that almost every accident could be
avoided by safety measures. And yet
the accident rate in coal mining is
almost qne-half higher thaa for in-
dustry as a whole. It is clear that the
responsibility for these deaths and
maimings rests with the capitalist
system itself; men are cheaper than
safety measures. And the men know
these things. I have heard them say
that part of the cause for accidents
is that the men don’'t have time to
be careful. In order to keep up with

the constantly moving machinéry, the -

men have a tendency to ‘“forget”
safety measures. Then too, few com-
panies feel the necessity of inciden-
tal expenses such as rock dust (for
fire prevention) and timbering, even
in those hurried moments before the
visit of a state ingpector, Federal au-
thorities, by the way, have no power
to enforce safety measures. They
make suggestions and anyone can
read their sugary list of suggestions
in' the daily papers. Only two states
in the Union have enforced the use
of rock dust to prevent disasters.
The occupational hazards are not
escaped outside the mine. For every
miner killed in the actual workings,
another dies from some disease con-
tracted in the mine or as a result of
the contagien in which he lives. Ev-
ery time a miner contracts tubercu-
losis, his family and his neighbors
incur the risk of contraction. One
hundred and twenty miners out of

Coal in Development of U. S.

By JOHN DILLON:

Coal ranks first in importance of
all commodities, raw or finished,
World production during the two pre-
war years 193'3 averaged . 1,307,400,-
000 metric_tons §

“U. S..production

‘is the basic Tyel fgr: direct heating of
millions of homes-and indirect heat-
ing of office buildings, hotels, ware-
houses. It is the .energy source of
many railroads and steamships. The
conversion of heat energy into elec-
tricity by the steam turbine makes
coal a major source of electric power
for many urban areas. Petroleum and
natural gas are alternate fuels in the
function of coal in industrial life and
recently they have supplanted coal
partially or entirely in many cases.
The by - product uses of coal have
made it of the highest importance in
the field of chemisfry.

Coal has been in everyday use in
this country since the formation of
the United States. It was used in the
colonies from the earliest days. The
tonnage in use was always limited
and production did not exceed a hun-
dred million tohis until about 1882,
The oldest anthracite producer, Le-
high Coal & Navigation, shipped its
first coal (365 tons) in 1820.

CONCENTRATION SPURRED
BY CIVIL WAR NEEDS

The Civil War. period proved to be
a source of tremendous gain for the
forerunners of present-day monopoly
capitalism. The reported incomes
during that period were not excep-
tional by present-day standards, but
the same pattern which became “ap-
parent during the last two world
wars was established: a very large
increase in income to the owners of
plant and properties.

“The records of the income tax that
was levied during the Civil War tell
,something of the story. Although the
exact sources of those incomes are no
longer traceable, then, as now, the
prosperity of. the region had one
dominant resource—coal. In 1863, for
example, Joseph H. Scranton (of
#Sceranton) reported an income of $32,-
000; George Hollenbeck of Wilkes-
Barre, $26,000; Ario Pardee of Hazel-
ton, $423,000; George B. Markle, $81,-
000; Alex Silliman, $37,000. At the
height of the war inflation, many of

_ these men reported incomes 20 to

100 per cent larger—not small sums
seventy years ago.” (Fortune, Feb,
1931, p. 126.)

The concentration of coal proper-
ties which began during the Civil
War was carried on into the imme-
diate post-war period. The railroads,
requiring a large tonnage of coal to
guarantee their own eperation and in
addition being the chief haulers of
coal, found it convenient and profit-
able to take over.and operate the
mines. Ultimately, they owned 75 per
cent of the sources of production and
90 per cent of unmined reserves of
coal. The methods used to grasp con-
trol of coal properties’ were not by
means acceptable 1o the trusting
“public.” The method involved was
the “big capitalist eat little capital-
ist” technique, a tried and true for-
mula. 3 '

. Because the process was carried on
in law courts ‘and ‘Thotel rooms, and
not -in the open, it resulted in the

015830 *tons. Coal-i*

complete control being; concentrated
in the investment portfolios of the
railroads before the “public” was in-'
formed. The reaction against the
railroads was a barrage of “inquiries”
and “investigations.” The method used
by such.railroads as the Central of
New Jersey, the Léhigh Valley, and
the Philadelphia & Reading followed
this plan:

“All that was necessary for the
railroad to do was to burden down
the operators with exorbitant charges
and hamper and beleaguer them -in
a'variety of ways. As was proved in
subsequent lawsuits, the railroads
frequently declined to carry coal for
this or that mine, on the pretext that
they had no cars available. Every
means was used to crush the inde-
pendent operators and depreciate the
selling value of their property. It
was a campaign of ruination; in law
,it stood as criminal conspiracy; but
the railroads persisted in it without
any further molestation than prolix
civil suits, and they finally forced a
number of the well-nigh independent
operators to sell out to them for
comparatively trifling sums.” (His-
tory of the Great American Fortunes,
Gustavus Myers.)

The methods mentioned above were
confined mostly to the Eastern states.
But prior to the above, a similar se-
ries of incidents took place in the
Western states which held coal re-

Greece Long-Time Victim - -

(Continued from page 3)

ury and 60 per cent devoted to the
improvement of the interest and the
sinking fund of the external debt.
The Commission deliberately un-
derestimated the yield of the as-
signed revenues in order to increase
the margin of surpluses for distri-
bution. Hurthermore, Greece was

- never allowed to. take advantage of

the flucfuating money market as did
the other countries, including her
own severe creditors, to pay off her
debt in depreciated currency. Pay-
ment was made in gold. Bonds which
had been purchased at a 40 per cent
depreciated value were reimbursed in
full, in gold with interest and with
dividends. The Commission finished
robbing the Greek masses just as
the Germans were marching in to
take over in a less polite but equally
ruthless manner. '

What the country looks like, what
its standard of living, even pre-war,

is, can readily be deduced from this

story of constant imperialist exploit-
ation. A few simple facts make this
clear.

In this primarily agricultural
country, there are a mere three
schools which specialize in agricul-
ture. In the pre-war years they had
an enrollment of less than 100 stu-
dents, a very‘elementary curriculum
and an infinitesmal budget.

Public schools are overerowded and
ill equipped. Poorly paid teachers
carry a load of 100 pupils a class.
Vocational training is virtually non-
existent. The single university in the
country trains young men to enter

| ]

serves. It was with the courtesy of
the fegleral government, by way of
the Coal Lands ‘Act, that the concen-
tration was carried to completion.
“The Coal Lands Act permitted rail-
foads and other corporations to seize
half of the high-grade coal lands of
the Wesf, not less than 30,000,000
acres. Practically: the whole coal
supply of Oklahoma, Utah and Wyo-
ming — grabbed by making use of
dummy occupiers, bribed ,at_.$50 to
$100 each—was monopolized by the
Gould railroad system. If any dum-
my settler later failed to turn over
the property to the corporation, he
and his family were ousted by force.”
(Carleton Beals, American Earth, p.
238.) :

Outright control was held by the
railroads until immediately after
World War I In 1921, as a carry-oyer
from the “trust-busting” era, the
federal government requested sepa-
ration of mines from the railroads.
But through holding companies, stock
ownership and interlocking directo-
rates, control is maintained. If not
as apparent as before, it is never-
theless just as real.

USING “COAL” TO LIGHT
FIRE UNDER LABOR

Up to this point it should be as-
sumed that the weed of -capital, like
crime, bears bitter fruit, But one
more example must be included to
bring us nearer the present, The ex-

the already glutted field of white

- collar and professional jobs.

The health of the people can be
summed up in one statement: Greece
had, even before the war, the highest
rate of tuberculosis of any "civilized"
country.

The Greek workers and peasants

have seen the bellies of their children

swollen with malaria and hunger.
They will not pay with the, blood of
their generations for the debts in-
curred in their name by a hostile
class that seeks only to make its own
position secure. The aspirations of
the Greek people are today crowded

out by the imperialist power politics

of the United States and Stalinist
Russia. ' o

100,000 die of tuberculosis each year,
and there are some conditions which
the statistics fail to show. During the
depression, for instance, 1 saw girls
attending school in flour sacks and
boys walking through the snow in
bare feet. I know of one miner per-
sonally who stole horse corn to feed
his family. And they are called
America’s highest paid industrial
workers!

Hazards are so numerous as to de-
mand assured medical attention. Each
large mine has a “company docfor.”
These doctors are hired by the com-
pany but their phenomenal salaries
‘are paid by the miners through the
check-off. The doctors, in many cases
~worked too hard and with poor
equipment, are usually despised by
the men, and their services are fre-
quently refused if the miner has
enough money to go elsewhere. How-
ever, any sort of .compensation can
be gotten by an injured miner, a min-
er's widow or orphans only through
the company doctor, who is usually
extremely anxious to commit no er-
rors in favor of the men. Sometimes
company doctors are ignorant or half-
trained individuals who could not
possibly be practising physicians
anywhere elsg. :

In view of these things, it is not
surprising that a mass exodus of the
yQuth from the valley took place dur-
ing the war years and is still going
on. The young men enlisted in the
Army or found employment in fac-
tories where wages were as high or
higher and the working' conditions
much better. At present the average
age of miners is probably about 35
—much higher than at any time
since 1930. And with the young men
went the young women to the met-
ropolitan centers, Cleveland in par-
ticular. It is not unusual to find re-
turning veterans re-enlisting in the
Army; “at least, it is better than the
mines,” they say.

Economy

ample is the attitude of the operators
to “their” workers who tried to coun-
teract the power of the coal monopo-
lists through the strike. '

It was in the early part of the
present century that the power of

labor was first brought against the -

far superior power of capital in the
coal -industry. Spokesman for coal at
the time was George Baer, president
of the Reading Railroad, of the Phila-
delphia & Reading Coal & Iron Co.,
of the Lehigh & Wilkes-Barre Coal

& Iron Co. He put the operators’ case .

on a high moral plane and pinned the
nation’s troubles on no one else biit
—Yyou guessed it—the miners. As'he
put it so righteously: “The duty - of
the hour is not to waste time nego-
tiating with the fomenters of this
anarchy and insolent defiers of the
law, but to do what was done in the
War of the Rebellion, restore the
majesty of law and re-establish order
and peace at any cost.” .
The words were dirbeted at th
United Mine Workers, the ‘year was
1902. ‘A repeat performance was Té-
‘cently copducted. George Baer was
missing from the . leading role but
there were many willing understu-
dies to take his place. Other words
were ysed, but the same venom was
present in every statement, corpo-
rate or governmental. And an addi-
tional .use, was found for coal: to
build a fire under labor.
(To be continued)

L]
Yet the Greek masses hope for a
Socialist Greece. They are a politi-
cally conscious people and they know
now, and have known for many
vears, that their only hope for sur-
vival is socialism. They can no longer
bedr the burden of their own bour-
geoisie,” foreign exploitation and in-
supportable debts. They know- that
the country must belong to them.
T}.wy have worked bitterly to keep it
alive for rapacious exploiters; they
can more than keep it alive and
thriving for themselves. Though they
cannot hope to conduct a successful
revolution by themselves, they are

waiting for a sign from a larger but
not braver comrade.
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STALINISM REWRITES U. S. HISTORY

By WILLIAM GORMAN

Sihce the discovery that communism was really
“twentieth century Americanism,” the Stalinists
have delved into American history to find evi-
dence that they are the inheritors of the Amer-
ican tradition. The fictional popularization of this
view has been entrusted to Howard Fast. The
American* is the most recent product of his wan-
deririgs in this nation’s past.

The works of Howard Fast are distinguished
neither ‘for literary brilliance nor historical in-
terpretation. On the contrary, the complexities
and grandeur of history, individual character and
htemry style consistently evade him. If Fast has
any importance, it is only because the wldespread
sales of his books result in certain political effebts.

The hero of The American is John Peter Alt-
geld. This German-born farmer’'s son became a
man of wealth in the Chicago of the Eighteen
Eighties. He became governor of Illinois with the
support of the Farmer’s Grange movement. Though
an undistinguished Democratic politician, he be-
camie pationally famous because of his pardon of
the Haymarket martyrs, who were languishing in
jail, and because of his protest against President
Cleveland’s use of federal troops in the 1894 Pull-
man strike. The high point of his career came
when he engineered the Democratic Party's break
with Cleveland and its espousal of free silver in
the dramatic election of 1896. Were he not Ger-
man-born, he could have easily won his party's
nomination as presidential candidate. Altgeld died
some six years after the defeat of the Democrats
by McKinley. The legend that he was a brave,
smgle-handed fighter against rapacious capital-
ism has lingered on and has been recently given
new life by Fast.

BOOK CONTAINS HISTORICAL DISTORTIONS

The task of exposing Fast's distortions of Alt-
geld’s role in the stormy class struggle of that
périod is made easier by the fact that Fast's fic-
tional biography follows closely the seéquences of
Harry Barnard’s authoritative biography, Eagle
Forgotten,**

Fast avoids any mention of how Altgeld won
the Illinois governorship, lest it upset his beatifi-

"cation of Altgeld as a working class hero anfl saint.

Barnard tells us that the Democratic ward-heelers
in search of a candidate reflected, “What better
timber for a governorship could possibly exist
than a candidate with a million dollars?” (page
152, Eagle Forgotten). In his campaign, Altgeld
“shrewdly ... worded his speeches so carefully that
while he appealed to labor and took advantage of
the ‘growing labor unrest, he appeared to say
nothing that could be labeled ‘vadical” For he
dealt with the labor question in.the most- general

“l‘he Amerlean, by Howard Fast. Duell, Sloan
& Pearce ‘iEMﬂ

”l'.!lxl\e l'orgotu‘n. The Life of John Peter Alt-

terms.” The “Altgeld Labor Legion,” which by its
intensive campaigning won him the election, op-
erated on a slush fund of nearly one hundred
thousand dollars—provided by Altgeld!

Altgeld’s pardon of the Haymarket martyrs is
the most creditable achievement in the career of
a very sagacious capitalist politician, The granting
of clemency to the imprisoned anarchists would
not have aroused the vicious epithets and accu-
sations which the capitalists hurled at Altgeld.
But a pardon, based on the fact that the original
trial had been prejudiced against the defendants,
was casting reflections on the capitalist courts:
Fast pictures Altgeld as a man in search of truth
rather than the real Aligeld—a capitalist politi-
cian who bhagd garnered a great amayw workers’
votes. “He (Altgeld) heard Darrow relate that his
liberal supporters and followers ‘were growing
doubtful and restless and disappointed?” (Eagle
Forgotien.) Aligeld gave them the pardon as a
concession, only to discover, by the violent reac-
tion of the bourgeoisie, how bitier and irreconcila-
ble was the struggle between the classes.

Fast omits any mention of Aligeld’'s role during
the Pullman strike, since it would make his whole
book seem foolish. The conflict between President
Cleveland and Governor . Altgeld over the use of
federal troops in the Pullman strike, while filled
with flery verbiage, revealed no serious differences
beyond whether the state or federal.iroops should
“maintain order.” )

How did Altgeld approach the great panic of
1893? “Amazingly enough, he succeeded in outlin-
ing a policy pleasing to reasonable men of both
labor and capital.” But while the “reasonable men
of capital” were enriched with the glut of specu-
lative profits, labor faced unemployment, hunger
and misery. Therefore, Altgeld counseled labor to
“face its condition ‘squarely and bear it with that
heroism and fortitude with which an American
citizen should face and bear calamity.’”

STRIKE-BREAKING WHITEWASHED

The capitalists were in no need of such stoical
advice and received none. The militant wmkers
who dlsregarcled 1t were met by a hail of gun-
fire. Seven died at the hands of  Altgeld's State
Militia! The dispute between Cleveland and Alt-
geld over the use of federal troops in the strike
was essentially a quesuon as to whether Altgeld
with his liberal reputation could be relied upon
to commit just such a massacre if the situation re-
quired it. Seven dead workers attest to the fact
that President Cleveland’s fears were unfounded
“After it was all over even railroad owners pri-
vately admitted that ‘Governor Altgeld had done
more to protect railroad and other property than
any of his predecessors.”” (Ea.gle Forzotten.) Fast
knows this but none of it can be found m his
book.

The shrieks and howls of the capitalist press
at Altgeld’s objection to the use of federal troops
were essentially a reflection of the fright and hys-

agrarian unrest, the unemployment marches on
Washington and the militant strike actions of the
workers. Altgeld, by wverbally protesting against
the extremeness of capitalist reaction, was able to
ride the radical tide and appear as its champion.

Altgeld was later to protest the choice of Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan as Democratic Party candi-
date and particularly Bryan's indifference to the
pro-labor points of the party’s program in favor
of a complete preoccupation with the “free silver”
issue. Fast relates this so as to add to Altgeld’s
stature. Actually there is a more seientific explana-
tion. Altgeld came to the 1896 campaign with po-
litical opinions shaped by his experiences with the
workers of Illinois. Bryan, the Senator from Ne-
braska, represented the debt-ridden farmers who
were most voeal for an inflationary currency which
would free them from their indebtedness. Thus the
differences between Altgeld and Bryan really ex-
pressed the differences between the various class
forces which had gathered under the Democratic
Party banner.

A TRUMPED-UP DIALOGUE WITH DEBS

What did Altgeld learn from the 1896 cam-
paign? Fast, without saying so definitely, suggests
that he gained a deeper-understanding of the class
struggle. There is no evidence'of this. Indeed Alt-
geld used -his political influence to swing the
Democratic Party once more to Bryan and the
moribund “free silver” issue in the presidential
elections of 1900. Needless to say, this fact cannot
be found in The American. Instead Fast presents
a dialogue between Altgeld and Debs, with Debs
appealing to the former Governor to turn social-
ist while Altgeld replies that he is a dying man.
To this reviewer the historical authenticity of such
a conversation is very doubtful but the hoariness
of the scene is authentically Fast.

What motivates the writing of such a biogra-
phy of Altgeld, filled as it is with exaggerations,
distortions, half-truths and omissions? A thought-
ful reading of the book will reveal that Fast is
occupied with the Stalinist task of making a myth-
ological figure out of a more recent “friend of la-
bor"—Franklin D. Roosevelt

Mytl\ologwal heroes must have 4 lineage. Thus
the portrait of Aligeld merges with that of Roose-
velt at every point, Both were ill and nearly in-
firm, both were members of the ruling eclass who
expressed sympathy for the wonkers, both suc-
ceeded in tearing the Democratic Party out of the
hands of the conservatives, both siiffered the
abuse and villification of thé press.

In the hands of a creature like Fast, the writ-
ing of history or of historical novels is considered
neither as a task in. acchrate description nor in
artistic integrity. Both are readily subverted by
Fast in order to help the current “line” of Stalin-
ism; it is for this reason that his book so vulgarly
distorts history and is such a wretched novel. He
is neither a historian nor an arnst he is a Stalin-

geld. Bobbs-Merrill, 1938,

teria with which the bourgeoise viewed the rising

ist hack doing a job.
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HOLLYWOOD VIEWS THE RETURNING

By JACKIE ROBBINS

Hollywood has recently created a
big splash with the produetion of
The Best Years of Our Lives. Hailed
unanimously by the press, granted
all the usual awards, it supposedly
is a fearless and moving exposition
of ‘the problems of the returning GI.

" The movie follows the lives of three

veterans from the time of their ar-
rival in the U. S,, through the throes
of home-coming to final contented re-
adjustment. And it does. show that
the process is not at all peaches and
cream—that. our society does create
problems for the veteran. But be-
neath the veneer that a few realistic
touches create, what is the real state-
ment of this movie?

Each of the three returning veter-
ans has initial misgivings and fears.
The most obvious problem is that of
the sailor, Homer, who has had both
hands burned off. How will his family
and his girl receive the sight of his
metal hooks? The returning bomba-
dier comes from an impoverished
background, was a soda jerk, hds a
certain native intelligence, lias beén
an officer, and is. unwilling to return
to an economically and mentally un-
rewarding occupation. He hopes for
a good job and a home, neither of
which materializes.

The sergeant-banker, Al, returns
to a luxurious home, an understand-
ing wife and daughter, but is wor-
ried‘ about his adjustment to them.

These expeuenées are very real
and most. of the tragic human reac-
tions are genuine,

_Homer has to contend with a.fam-
ily. which cannot.contain its pity and
embarrassment- for him, as well as
with. his subjective anxiety which
dpes not allow him to accept the love

_of his fiancee. Eventually his girl's

love overcomes- his misgivings and
they maxry, but not till after 4 series
of harrowing experiences during
which “they either kept staring at
the.hooks, or kept staring away from
them.”

REHABILITATION TROUBLES .

Fred, the bombardier, comes home
to find out that his wife is no longer
living in his father’s shanty, but has
gotten a job in a night clubi Not find-
ing her in at once, he goes on an all-
night drunk ‘with the sergeant, who
has been having some rehabllltatlon
troubles of ‘his own. Fred was m#r-
ried to blonde Marie for twenty*days
before leaving and when he finally
does find her, he learnes that she is
more interested in his captain’s uni-
form and salary than in helping him
establish himself in eivilian life. He
looks diligently for a fairly decent
job but is forced back to his night-
mare of soda-jerking for lack of
money or opportunity. His wife is a
shrewish slut and he finds._ himself

o

falling in love with Al's daughter,
Peggy; he is constantly disturbed by
dreams of his traumatic war experi-
ences; he is fired from even this de-
tested job for knocking down a cus-
tomer who angers him; and his wife
leaves him because he hasn’t enough
money. About to leave town, to try
make a fresh start, he discovers
a gang working on the demolition of
planes for use in pre-fabricated
houses and begs a job with them. He
is then called to Homer’s wedding
where he and Peggy are reunited.
- Al has had his entire world broad-
ened by his experience in the infan-
try. When called back to his bank
job (with a promotion attached) he
finds himself acting more in terms of
human experience and less within the
protocol of banking procedure: He
gives a.destitute. veteran a loan de-
spite the lack of collateral, and is
rebuked by his superiors; but at a
club dinner he gets drunk enough so
that he has the courage to make a
dinner speech defending his own be-
havior in the bank.

THE FILM'S SOLUTION

Thus the film takes very real and
vital issues and poses their solution

in this manner: If you are sent out - The men are simply unquestioning.

into war and get your hands burned

off—(1) you will receive a pair of
hooks and superb training from the
navy in how to manipulate them;
(2) you must not be a.fool and re-
buff your girl friend if you have one,
but should realize that you can easily
find a woman who will cheerfully
accept a married life of that sort;
and. (3)  you will get $200 a month
for life from the government.

If you were born into poverty and
come back from army life without a
seat on the stock exchange waiting
for you—(l) you may get some hard
knocks in the beginning; but (2) you
will sooner or later find 4 steady job
“in your class” even if it is not the
most creative one in the world; (3)
banker’s daughters are just like peo-
ple, even more so, and a pretty one
is sure to want to marry you—junk
business or no.

If you were a banker originally
but.have had your eyes .opened to a
thing or two— (1) you will come back
to an extremely comfortable home:
and Job, and certainly never have to
worry about material concerns; (2)
you may feel uneasy about some
business praetices, but if you have a
few extra cocktails a day you can
manage to be happy though bleary-
eyed.

In.other words, the film, rather than
dealing with the problem seriously,
takes up each individual conflict and
side-tracks it in terms of wishy-washy.
relationships involving Holl*woodiun
goodness.and badness. The movie has
the conventional happy ehding, the
‘audience leaves satisfied—on what -

wrfe wds. a ﬂun:y. lhe left Kim Iusi in
time for lnn'l to marry sweet Peggy.
Becunu even ‘I’Iwugll we start out with
a i-errifying sense of isolation and dis-
possession of the working class veter-
an, just when he's most down and out
there's a derrick waiting for him on
which to work.

The thousands of veterans who
were seriously jolted mentally and
physicdlly during the war and came
back unable to find a home or a good
job, are expected. to project them-
selves into. the fairy tale resolution
of the. typical American Boone City
boys. Hollywood has: done nothing
more than to exploit the plot oppor-
tunities offered by this living situa-
tion to construct a w1tty, humane
but superﬁclal romance. Instead of a
mean uncle to provide the conflict,
we have the veteran’s problem. Se-
rious social commentary? No.

]

HOW SOLDIERS TALK

Significant too is the fact that in
the film none of the soldiers even
speaks of’ the war in:the ha f-way
analytical or wondering fashion as
did the GIs in some war-time movies.

I a l
on the subject, éven though the pic-
ture attempts to present a portratt
of their lives in 1elat10n to the war’s
aftermaths. In one significant scene
in a drug store, a fascist tells the
disabled sailor that he fought on the
wrong side, that ‘“we should have
minded our own business.” The sailor
shouts in desperation that he saw
four hundred buddies die in an hour,
was that for nothing?

This is the sum total of the
thought, the idea which Hollvwood
permits itself: a question posed by
a faseist and a reply which, while
emotionally understandable, is not
logically relevant.

And so weé see that even though
Hollywood has here touched on a vital
social and human' problem  dnd has
expanded a certain amount of tech-
nical skill, its method is still the same
old simple good- and-bad approach of
the cowboy; gangster and love story:
films. The complexity of life; the shad-
ings of actual character, the realities
of sécial relhﬂqnshlp. the spontane-’
ous and'unstereotyped aspects of hu-
man emotion—all of these the p'lchlre_
cannet grasp, for as \urﬂmlly all of
Hollywood's productiohs it is not hon-
est or serious in its intentions.
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A Discussion of Workers
Control in a Workers State

By ERNEST ERBER

I consider the question dealt with

in Stanley Grey's article, Workers’
Control of Industry (LABOR AC-
TION, March 24, 1947) to be one of
the most iniportant facing the So-
cialist movement today. Its impor-
tance, as with so many of the new
questions which demand a solution,
arises from the tremendous dceumu-
lation of experience on the questions
of workers’ power in the course of

. the Russian Revolution and its de-

generation into Stalinist totalitari-
anism.

In stating that mere nationaliza-
tion of industry does not constitute
a workers’ state (nor even neces-
sarily a step toward Socialism) and
in declaring that there can be no
workers’ state without a direct con-

_trol of the sfate apparatus by the

working tclass, the Workers Party
has made a tremendous contribution
toward resolving the negative side
of the question; namely, what a
workers’ state is nof. The positive
side of the question, what s a work-
ers’ state, cannot be simply answered
by saying that it is a state directly
and democratically controlled by the
workers. The essence of the question
is: how does the working class ex-
ercise control over its state?

This is not a simple problem, far
less simple than it appeared to the
earlier generations of Marxists, in-
cluding that which made the Rus-
sian Revolution. Yet we have con-
tributed far too little by way of solu-
tion. Comrade Grey bravely ap-
proaches the question, "but then
quietly skirts around it with the rep-
etition of a few standard generaliza-
tions about democratic .correctives
from below to state planning. This
4s not a’ suggestion that Grey should

‘"have given us a more concréte blue-

print on the relationship of the
workers in the shop to the state
planning #gencies. It is not a ques-
tion of praectical plans that is in-
volvéd. It'is a matter of the theo-
retical question: by virtue of what
is the working class the ruling class
in a workers’ state? We knew how,
to answer this question in previous
social orders., The bourgeoisie, the
feudal nobility and the patricians of
antiquity ruled by virtue of owner-
ship of capital, land or chattel slaves.
The working class character of Rus-
sia is assured by the nationalized
econormy, said Trotsky. This concept
we have réjected. Then what assures
the working class character of the
workers’ state? Or, to be more exact,
how does the working class exercise
its control over its state?

DEMOCRATIC CONTROL

The investigation of this question,
in my opinion, must proceed along
the lines of the workers’ role in man-
aging production. This involves the
whole question of the status of shop
organization ard its relationship to
centralized (i.e., state directed)
economy. If the working class char-
atter of the state is assured by di-
rect and democratic control by the
workers, then the meore direct and
the more democratic that control, the
less possibility of bureaucratic de-
formations and degenerations. This
means that the less delegated au-
thority, the more certain the work-
ing class character. Yet where the
numerically preponderant class is
the ruling class, as with the prole-
tariat, less delegated authority
means less central authority.

Yet how rescilve the contradiction
between the need for local controls
and the need for central authority to
conduct nation-wide planning and di-
rection of the economy (not to speak
of the armed forces of the. workers
state)? Those who discard the easy
formula that nationalization means a
workers' state, cannot avoid the re-
sponsibility of answering this ques-
tion. | do not think it inscluble. But |
fear that the easy posing and dismis-
sal of it, as in Grey's article, will only
strengthen the tendency to ignore the
importduce of the question.

There is another aspect of the ar-
ticle that must be commented on.
Grey speaks of “workers’ control of
production.” As a matter of fact,
he begins his article by asking,
“What is the meaning of ‘workers’

control of production”? He then cor-’

rectly proceeds to point out that a
measure of workers’ control already
exists in even capitalist economy in
the form of the trade unions’ power
in matters relating to wages, hours,
hiring and firing, job classification,
ete. (This is a very important con-
cept which we should make greater
use of in explaining our transitional
program to workers.) Grey then
points out that the really vital

¢ . sphere into which “workers’ control”

must be carried is the sphere of pro-
duction. He correctly observes that:

£ N
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Capitalism
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Write to:
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PUBLICATIONS

4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
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The article by Ernest Erber pruﬁfed here is a discussion of an interesting
point raised by a previous article by Stanley Grey which appeared in the
March 24 issue of LABOR AGTION. This point involves the. crucial _questions:
What is a workers' state? How would workers exert control of a workers'

state?

The problems invulvod in fhis d:scusnon are wfal and _complex; nel‘lhar
Grey's nor Erber's articles should be viewed as official expressions of the
editorial board of LABOR ACTION. We wish however, to invite any other
readers who are interested in the matter to write brwﬁy. we are prepared to
open our columns to further discussions on it.
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“the transition from this very limit-
ed workers’ control to full workers’
control is not a simple quantitative
change in which new spheres are
added to old ones, but is a basic,
qualitative social change.”
WORKERS' CONTROL

However, in arguing that thc in-
stitution of workers’ control of pro-
duction is not a simple trade union
problem he states that it is “the so-
cial question of who is to rule the
state. For the institution of workers’
control it is necessary to institute a
workers’ state.”” This, I submit, nul-
lifies the entire purpose.of the slogan
of “workers’ control of production”
as a part of our transitional pro-
gram,

If we can only achieve workers'
control of production as a result of
ac hie\nng a workers' state, lhen work-
ers' control of produ:hon becomes
only an aspect of the socialist orguni-
zation of industry which we prepose.
Yet flle entire object of a fmnaifional
slogan is to achieve a purﬂul solulion
which peses the need fo golng fur-
ther, of making greater inroads upon
cupllolus! properly relations. One of
the phases of the l'lrnggle for power,
that is for the achievement of a work-
ers' state, is the struggle for workers'
control of production.

The Russian workers achieved
workers’ control of production some
six months before they achieved a
workers’ state. It was their achieve-
ment of workers’ control of produe-
tion that posed the necessity of
achieving 4 workers’ state. This is
the object of a transitional slogan
like workers’ control. Once it is
achieved it can only be relinquished
under the blows of a counter-revolu-
tion or it must be fortified by the
achievement of state power.

Comrade Grey has confused two
things here, workers’ control and
workers’ management. Space - does
not permit me to expand upon what
is involved in this important distine-
tion. Suffice it to say here that when
Lenin used the term “workers’ con-
trol of production” during the Rus-
sian Revolution he was not speaking
of the workers managing the econ-
omy. They could not have done the

latter before the October Revolution
since the economy was still in the
hands of the capitalists.

What was meant by workers’ con-
trol was the intervention of the
workers in the sphere of production
in the same manner in which they
intervene in the sphere of wages,
hours, conditions, ete., under private
ownership. This is evident from the
fact that one of the specific forms of
“workers’ control” was access to the
records (Open the books!). In my
opinion, workers’” management will
not be achieved for a considerable
period of time after the socialist
revolution. The workers will have to
undergo a period in which they pre-
pare themselves technically for the
task of direct management of pro-
duction. In the meantime, a form of
the control they exercised over the
capitalist proprietors before the lat-
ter were expropriated, will eontinue
to be exercised over the functionaries
of the workers’ state.

To those interested in pursuing
the background of this question I
suggest reading the following: Trot-
sky: Germany, What Next? (chap-
ter devoted to workers’ control).
Lenin: The Threatening Catastro-
phe and How to Fight It (also sec-
tions of Lenin’s State and Revolu-,
tion). The polemics in the Bolshevik
Party in 1918-19 over factory com-
mittee vs. “specialists” in industrial
eontrol and in 1920 over the role of
the trade unions in a workers’ state
can be profitably read on this ques-
tion. The latter are available in the
Selected Works of Lenin. The study
outline, What Is a Program of Tran-
sitional Demands? issued by the

" Workers Party Eduecational Depart-

ment is a mdoest contribution on
this question that merits serious
study.

An outstanding contribution to
the question has been received in the
form of a document by a European
comrade, one®of the youne” ratierac
tion. of German Trotskyists at work
rebuilding the movement in his na-
tive city, entitled The Problem of the
Workers' State. It is in process of
translation and will be issued by the
WP Educational Department.

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

additional dependent.

year of service. )
IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases w1th0ut price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator elause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage mcrea.ses to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for » $5000 annual minimum per family.. .

lil.- Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities:

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erectlon
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent on all wartrme proﬁts above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ce:llng on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estah—
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owhed by the nation and operated under workers’ control..

VI. End buscnminaf_idn Augdinst the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted 1mm1gratwn
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIil. For Full Economic and Educational Oppnriumhes for

1. Readjustment allowance, on- the-job trammg subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for gin-
gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the rlght of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-
ture. Forself-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies,

2, For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern:

For an independent Laber Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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! Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

Headguarters: 21 West Presion St

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every I'riday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of cach month.

For details of ‘Workers
branch, contuct above address.

BUFFALO _
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

~:LABOR ACTION, 15601 W. Madlson,

3nd floor, Chicago 7.
Telephone—CHEsapeake 5798

OfMce hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
dsy eveninys.

CLASSES—Every TFriday night "at
8:30, conducted by Albert Goldman;
a critical review of articles in the
weekly and monthly press dealing
with the theory of socialism and cur-
rent politics.

DISCUSSIONS: Wednesday, J\m_‘il 2
and April 9, “The Russian Question.”
§:45 p.m.

CELEBRATE the seventh anniver-
sary of the founding of the Workers
Party, Wednesday, April 16, 8:45 p.m.

SOCTAL honoring the seventh anni-
vergary of the WP at 8:30 on Satur-
day, April 19.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE—Sat-
urday, March 22, 8 o'clock—"Ye Olde

Party

Barn Dance'—Sqguatvres, reels, floor
~show. All invited, young and old,
I'ree food; G0c contribution.
CLEVELAND

. The Cleveland branch of the Work-
era Party meets every Sunday at
© 8:00 p.m.
The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
- at 8:00 p.m,
A clags in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m,
Definite headquarters are not yet
established for these meetings.

B DETROIT

Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
8 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559,

‘Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on “Sta-
linism."

LOS ANGELES

New headquarters address: LAROR
ACTION, 33114 So. Grand, Los An-
geles 7. -

Tel: PRospeet 6032, (If no answer,

phone AX 2-9067.)
Office hours: 2 to §
Sunday..

LOUISVILLE

“For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Forums every Iriday at 8§:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

NEW YORK CITY
CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open ‘every day from 10

p.m. daily except

a.m. to 10 80 p.m. except Saturdav
until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelgea 2-9681,

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilking
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM .BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 1086. _

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. atsthe Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. ,

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, $:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t.,
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at

the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL

BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, BAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, at §:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
Kin Ave.). =

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P, O. Box 1671,

Regular class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism” ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

WP branch meets Wednesday at
8 pm.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-

day at 8:00 p.m.
cents, :
LABOR ACTION FORUMS each
Sunday at 8:15 p.m., LABOR ACTION
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave., N. E,
corner of 12th and Girard.

I'riday evening'leé¢tures in "Social
Forées in American History,"” begin-
ning Friday, March 28, at 8 p.m. Sub-
seription, 25 cents per lecture, $1.00
per series of six.

ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of the Workers Party in the San
FFrancisco DBay area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth BSt, - -Room 206,
QOakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE
Write. to I". O. Box 29, University
Iost Oflice, for information.
L]

For information of Workers Party’

addresses and activities in eclties not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y. i

Spring Term of New York Labor Action School
Offers Courses in Pohhcal Hlstory of WP

Four courses, prepared so as to
give the student” a grasp of modern
problems in the light of the histori-
cal past, are featured in the spring,
1947, sessions of the Labor Action
School, which begins on April 1 and
continues for eight weeks.

Classes are held on Tuesday and
Friday nights at the School's per-
manent headquarters, 114 West 14th
Street, New York 11. Together with
the regular sessions of the school, a
series~of forums have been arranged
for each Sunday evening of the
school term. These forums bring to
the platform guest lecturers on pol-
iticg, art and literature.

The feature forum of the Labor
Action Spring Term will be on the
question, “Is Germany Doomed?”
Guest speaker of the evening will be
Guenther Reimann, author of The
Vampire Economy. This forum will
take place on Sunday night, April

20, at 8:00 octock and will revolve
around the following peints: Is Ger-
man labor able to survive as a class?
How w1ll German economy sustain
itself in the coming period between
wars? Does the present food shortage
in Germany mean the eventual ex-
tinction of the German people?

The Tuesday and Friday night
classes are arranged to meet the in-
terest in wvaried fields of political,
economic and cultural thought which
is manifested by those students of
Marxist politics who have contrib-
uted to the growth and development
of the Labor Action School.

Freddie Forest's class on the Eco-
nomic Doctrines of Karl Marx will
begin on Tuesday, April 1, and is di-
rected primarily to students who de-
sire an introduction to the study of
Marx’s Capital, It will base itself
mainly on his Critique of Political
Economy and on Engel's Secialism,

EVERY BOY CAN BE PRESIDENT AND EVERY
PRESIDENT'S DAUGHTER CAN BE A SUCCESS

By E. R. McKINNEY

I know wirtually nothing about
music. In fact I don’t know one note
from another. I don’t know what mu-
sic critics are -talking about when
they use such terms as “breathing,”
what they are talking about when
theyw use such terms as “breathing,”
“attack,” “register,” and the other
stock terms of musical eriticism.

I don’t need to know any of these
things to have an opihion about the
singing voice of Miss Margaret Tru-
man, “of Washington.” Miss Truman
is the daughter of Harry Truman,
of Missouri, and President of the
United States. His being President
of the U. 8. is important in connec-
tion with the appearance of Miss
Truman, on last Sunday night, with
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. Be-
cause if her father had not been
President of the U. S.,, Miss Truman
would not have been on that program
in Detroit last Sunday with the sup-
port of the Detrmt Symphony Or-
chestra.

HOW TO GET AHEAD

If this young woman’s father had
been just plain Harry Truman,
bricklayer, Sam Anderson, janitor,
or a small shopkeeper, she would
have made her appearance as soloist
with some small town Methodist or
Baptist church choir. If you listened
to Miss Truman, this is the only
conclusion you can come to. She got
this opportunity solely because she
is the daughter of a President.

If the persons who sponsored her
for this‘progi-am believe ‘that she is
of sufficient stature for such an ap-
pearance, then these music critics

have been fooling us all these many
years. They have made us believe
that good singing is something en-
tirely different from what we heard
from Miss Truman. They have made
us believe that one must be really
good to get the opportunity to sing
with a leading symphony orchestra.

We know now that this is not true.
What is necessary is that you get
born in a family where the head of

the house will be President some day.

Being a millionaire’s daughter will
not suffice for this kind of oppor-
tunity. If you are a mere million-
aire’s daughter, you might have to
learn to sing and have a good voice.
Your father might have to hire the
orchestra and the hall if you really
can’t sing. But being a President’s
daughter it is a little different.

NO VULGAR ORDEAL

There must be thousands of young
women with good voices and excel-
lent training in the numerous musie
schools who would like the opportun-
ity to sing with the Detroit’ Sym-
phony Orchestra, while 15,000,000
listen at their radios. But they can’t
do it thjs way. They must compete
with each other at auditions and
various other competitive devices.
They are told that this is the “demo-
cratic way.” There must be no “fa-
voritism,” in a “democracy.”

But if you are-a Pregident’s daugh-
ter, you don’t have to submit to any
vulgar competitive ordeal. It’s all ar-
ranged for you. But, since “every
boy (and girl now) has a chanece to
become President,” then of course
the musical daughters of all the boys
and girls today will have the oppor-
tunity some day to sing with ‘the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra.

Utopian and Scientific. The instruc-
tor will apply the workshop method
of teaching and will expect the stu-
dents to assist in the presentafion of
the lectures. Prerequisites are a
knowledge of Wage Labor and Capi-
tal and The Communist Manifesto.
ANTHROPOLOGY COURSE

As its first class on Friday night,
Labor Action School is pleased to
present an introductory course on the
relation of primitive societies to mod-
ern social problems. The course is
entitled Modern Problems and the
Primitive World. It is being taught
by Aaron Robart, a social analyst
who has given much of his time in
recent years to a study of recent dis-
coveries in anthropology and the po-
litieal and social conclusions arrived
at by various analysts on the basis of
these discoveries. The instructor has
put an intensive amount of prepara-
tion into the lectures for this course
and Labor Action School expects it
to be one of the notable achievements
in the school program.

This course will cover Plato, his
conception of society, and an analy-
sis of The Republic; in -addition," at
least one session will be devoted to
Sigmund Freud's Totem and Taboo
and its significance for the student
of society. Emphasis will be given
to the nature of primitive language
and its, importance in understanding
primitive society; and there will be
a study of one primitive group: the
Dobu, A minimum of one full ses-
sion will be devoted to a study of
Basic Personality: The Neo-Freudian
Concept. Following that, there will
be a period devoted to a case study
of The People of Alor and a session
devoted to a discussion of cohclu-
sions to be drawn from the material
presented in the course.

TWO POLITICAL COURSES

On Fridays at 7:30 and at -9:00 p.m.
there will be two classes dealing
with the political history of the
Workers Party and the political dif-
ferences between the Workers Party
and other Trotskyist . parties. These
are the most intensive courses ever
to be given by the Labor Action
School on programmatic questions
which affect the Trofskyist move-
ment. The instructors will be Ernest

Erber, who is fnanaging edifor of

The New International, and Henry
Judd, one pf the editors of LABOR
ACTION. ' _

Ernest Erber's class, which lasts
from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m., will take up

' such guestions :gs The Historicalzand -

Theoretical Roots - of . the Workers
Party, The Russian Question, The
Nature of Stalinist Parties, The Na-
tional Question, and The Concepl of
the Party.

Henry Judd's class will take up
various theories which are now
prominent in the Trotskyist move-
ment: The Theory that Russia Is a

i -
Buffalo CIO Meeting
Poorly Organized
- Dear” Editor:

BUFFALO—On Sunday, March 16,
the CIO called an emergency area
- meeting at Klienhans Music Hall in
this city. The badly publicized meet-
ing was poorly attended by some 300
Buffalo CIO members. Hugh Thomp-
son, CIO Regional Director and
chairman of the meeting, stated that
the purpose of the meeting was to do
something about maintaining labor’s
gains and going forward. He said
that the reason for ecalling to-
gether the area’ CIO stewards and
committeemen at this time was to
take a firm stand .against the anti-
labor legislation now pending in
Washington. The whole tenor of the
meeting, however, was set even be-
fore any of the speakers approached

the rostrum. At the numerous en-

trances of the hall, ushers distribut-
ed blank post cards. The addressing
of these post cards to Senator Ives
was the height of action proposed by
the speakers on the platform.

The first speaker, Charles Lan-
ning, secretary-treasurer, United
Rubber Workers, foretold a new 1929
crash -and depression unless ‘“labor
does something about it.” He blamed
the poor functioning of society on
“mal-distribution.” He was followed
by Irving Richter, legislative repre-
sentative, United Automoible Work-
ers, who described how big business
was spending millions of dollars lob-
hying in Washington against labor
in order to insure billions in profits.

The main speaker of the evening,
substituting for Allen Haywood, was

_Delmond Garst, Assistant National
Director of the CIO. He denounced
labor injunctions and said that “mass
reaction and response was necessary
to stop pending legislation of the
hundreds of anti-labor bills.” He
urged the audience to do everything
b posmb]e to “influence the congress-
2 men."”

“FRIEND OF LABOR"

“The impotence and misdirection of
the CIO leaders was revealed when
immediately. following .Mr. Garst, a
siguest’? of the CIO was introduced.
~This “friend” of labor was Isadore
Morrison, vice-president of the Mor-

rison Steel Products Corporation—a
Buffalo plant that is well known for
its miserable working conditions. Mr.
Morrison, supposedly representing
the so-called “good” employer, at-
tempted to pose before the workers
as a living embodiment of worker-
boss ‘collaboration. He said that his
being present at this CIO meeting
was proof that labor and “manage-
ment” can get together. In reference
to the Wagner Act and the amend-
ments being proposed in Congress, he
said, “If I needed something that
bad, I'd fight like the devil for .it!”
At more than one point in his speech,
however, he revealed his class at-
tachments, ‘“The police force is to
maintain law.and order.” He ended
too on the same note as had the CIO
leaders—write. post cards. After his
speech the audience of shop stewards
and committeemen were forced. to
witness the. sickening  spectacle of
hand shaking and back slapping be-
tween Mr. Morrison and the CIO.
leaders.

If: there was anything to" be
learned by the few hundred CIO
workers who attended the meeting,
they did not learn.it in the meeting
hall. Qutside, however, LABOR AC-
TION was distribution to all who. at-
tended and the shop stewards and
‘committeemen were urged, not mere-
ly to send post cards to capitalist
congressmen, but to go back to their
shops and take independent labor ac-
tion and begin the formation of an
independent’labor party.

Pearl Prentiss.

Sit-Downs First
At General Tire
Dear Editor: ,
Just a word on that milestone of
the American labor movement—the
sit-down. In an article in LABOR
ACTION recently, Mike Stevens tells
of the winning sit-down strike of ten
years ago in General Motors facto-
ries: |
I don't want to detract one little
bit from the honor of the GM sit-
downers —as if anyone could. But
Stevens seems to write that the
FIRST sit-downs took place at Gen-
eral Motors. The rubber workers in
Akron were conducting sit-downs

for at least a year before the GM
strike, As I recollect, the first was
at General Tire, but . at any rate
there were dozens of them, large and
small, in Akron during 1936. In fact,
during the famous “Battle of Bulls
Run” in Flint during the GM sit-
down, leaders of the Akron:rubber
workers were on hand giving the
benefit ef their experiences in Akron,

Maybe some Akron readers can
furnish more information, Let's
hear from them.

G. M., Cleveland.

A Letter from
A Shurecropper
Dear Workers:

Can you see where you are at? Cdn
you see what you can do for the
bosses? Now you know .when one
rents a farm now the big boss want
the little boss to plant half of the
land he rent in cotton and the little
boss wants you workers to: work it
for them for $3.50 or -$4.00 a day. You
pay 50 cents for sliced bacon and 40
cents for lard. Can you do that when

. a hog can grow for you like he does

for him and everything else will do
the same for you as it does for the
Bosses?  You know when you work
for the Boss a day you put a lot of
dough - in his hands.

I was talking with a worker. He
told me he asked the little boss how
they work. Corn he says on the one-
third. That means a load to the man
that rent the land and one to- the
man that make or grow the corn and
one to the landlord. He did not like
it so, he told the little boss when a
man work with the man over his land
what then, still one-third well what
can I rent it for he said $10. Then
he say you don’t need no corn.'I told
Rhim work corn, he said I will. And
said the little boss you don't need
no torn or the man got hogs, cows,
chickens, and he need corn. He said
I don’t need cotton if I don't get corn.
Well if we don't get a better living
on the farm look for us in the towns
for hire. -

We pay $2.90 for a pair of overalls
and a pound of cotton will weave 5
yvards of cloth and several spools of
thread and cotton 20 or 24 cents per
pound well il is other things I could

show up other things such as corn
or other things that come from the
farm.

Mr. Shareworkers or day worker
$3 or $4 is not enough for us to work
for and for me I will work my crop
and when I get to day work I am
going to town and not work for the
little boss. for he no good for you
and family.

A Sharecropper.

Capitalist System

Causes Jlm Crow

Dear Editor:'

About one oul of every ten people
in the United States are colored.
These darker people have been
fooled and misled in this country for
many times and haven't as yet
learned the fact about what is actu-
ally wrong. I have been contacting

many Negro wotkers and of course .
Y

most of them have been giving me
the same old story. They are tired
of being pushed around, tired of be-
ing deprived of their rights and tired
of working for small salaries, but as
yet they don't know the solution to
their problem. If at once they can be
‘re-educated, not necessarily in books
but through. personal contact and
teaching them the facts about the
capitalist system. We must also tell
them about the rascals that' operate
this racket systefh. When we shall
have taught the Negroes as well as
the other workers this true fact, then
we will be ready to establish the so-
cialist government.

Many Negroes think that men like
Bilbo and the Talmadges aré held
solely responsible for their action.
But, when they learn that it is not
these two people who are ‘paying
them low wages, depriving them of
their democratic rights to vote and
putting them in the baeck of buses,
also segregating them .in many other
respects.

Many of the less advanced Negro
workers and white believe that if
Talmadge was thrown out, Georgia
would be better. But no, my friends,
you are wrong. Every itime one of
the Talmadges die there are 1,000
more to take his place, this is the an-
swer to your thought,

It is the capitalist government that
causes all of this disturbance and if
it was not for capitalism in this
country I don't believe all of this
could happen.

* We have seen what is happening
to our people day after day and there
is nothing being done about it. Let’s
take the lynchings of 19486. Headlines
—4 Negroes shot to death by a mob
of white men a few miles from At-
lanta, Ga. They carried this in the
papers for a while and everybody
was saying that's a shame but not a
damn court did anything about it
and the case has been thrown out
into the sea.

Another case of the man that was
lynched in Louisiana and that case
has been closed. Also there was a
lynching in Mississippi by a white
mob but I cannot give you the de-
tails on it but nothing was done
about the other cases.

That was six lyrchings during the
year of 1946. Six citizens of our free
country that died in a -disgraceful
manner, '

Where are the laws in the South?
Also where is the peace that we
fought for? ’

In this year 1947 before three
months had passed there was another
headline. Negro in South 'Carolina
lynched by a mob of about 20 to_ 30
white men. A large number has been
jailed but now they can't find the
trigger man. Do they want to find
him? Or do they want to let him go?
Let him go is your answer my
friends.

I have heard white say that no
white shall die in this county for
killing a Negro. I will not mention
the county but the state is Florida.

There are many. schoq,l teachers in
the South making less ‘salaries than
white. Why is this reason? It is be-
cause the teachers are not unionized
in the South but I do believe if the
sysiem was ¢hanged all school teach-
ers would be paid eqgual salaries.
Let's read LABOR ACTION each
week and get all of the facts, then
put them to"ethm and sfalt fighting
for a soeialist gevel nment. Let’s put
an end to capitalism and ﬁght for
socialism.

By Lou, Florida-. '

Workers’ State, The Theory that Rus-
sian Economy Is a Form of State
Capitalism, The Application of the
Strategy of “Defense of the Soviet

Union}' to Poland and Finland Dur-

ing the Second World War, French
Trotskyism and the National Ques-
tion, The “Three Theses” and the
International Communists of Ger-
many, The Thesis of the IKD, “Capi-

talist Barbarism or Socialism,” Vari-
ous Theories on the Nature of Sta-
linist Parties.

For further information write or
phone Labor Action School, third
floor, 114 West 14th Street, New York
11, N. Y. CHelsea 2-9681. School cata-
logues will be mailed upon request.
Labor Action School is open to vis-
itors at any time.

MEETINGS IN OAKLAND AND LOS ANGELES

Organilzed labor now must enter
politics to defend its economic inter-
ests, Albert Gates, member of the
editorial boards of LABOR ACTION
and The New International, told an
audience of forty comrades and
friends’ of the Workers Party at 4
public meeting at Jenny Lind Hall
in Oakland, Calif, on Sunday eve-
ning, March 9, in his address, “What
Next for Labor?"

The present drive in Congress
against labor is the biggest assault of
capitalism on the American workers
in fifteen years, and it is the job of
adyvanced workers to understand and
explain this to their fellow workers,
Gates said.

American labor organization is too
strong for big business to be able
now simply to cut wages in the fac-
tory as it did fifteen years ago, Gates
said. Therefore it must use a flank-
ing attack through Congress, the
state legislatures and inflation.

The question that faces the labor
movement today, Gates continued, is
“How can the workers fight politi-
cally?” Wage increases in the last
year have been wiped out by rising
prices. The GM program of “Wage
Increase Without Price Increases” is
a good start toward a political pro-
gram for labor, relating wage gains
as it does to the total economic sei-
up. The next advance for the labor
movement is the building of an in-

’_EN'D' WESTERN HALF OF GATES WP TOUR

dependent labor party, Gates con-
cluded. =

‘At a meeting of Buests and com-
rades of the Workers Party in San
Frantisco on Friday. evening, March
7, Gates reported on the activities
of the various branches of the Work-
ers Party which Gates has seen on
his present national tour. A gala
party of 100 guests honoring Com-
rade Gates was given at Jenny Lind
Hall in Oakland on Saturday eve-
ning, March 8. ’

LOS ANGELES, March 16—“Just as
surely as:World War II solved none
of the contradictions of capitalism,
thesé same contradictions are setting
the stige for World War IIL” said
Albert Gates, LABOR ACTION co-
editor and member of the National
Committee of the Workers Party, in
his Embassy Auditorium speech to-
night which concluded a five -day
visit fo this city as part of a coast-
to-coast tour. “Only the victory of
socialism will halt the march of the
two great imperialisms, Russia and
the United States, toward armed con-
Aflict,” Gates asserted.

Last night's exceptionally success- '

ful social and reception for Gates
was attended by a sizable number of
contacts from the Seventh Distriet,
where Harold Draper, Los Angeles
WP ‘organizer, is winding up a vig-
orous campaign for city councilman.

st PRESS MANAGER'S  wewemmists
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LABOR ACTION SUB DRI\'E MEETING DIFFICULTIES:

The March subscnptwn drwe for 2/000 new readers to LABOR ACTlON

has been considerably slowed down by various problems and difficulties.
Chief among these, according to an influx of reports received from all parts

of the country, is a heéavy sales resistance encountered everywhere due to .

the unwillingness of people to expend 50 cents for any purpose. THE
HIGH COST OF LIVING has made it quite difficult to get subseriptions,
and LABOR ACTION will be the first to frankly acknowledge this. Never-
theless, all supporters of the paper are doing their best during the cam-
paign, and we appreciate the difficulties being encountered.

At the present moment, the San Francisco branch of the Workers Party
easily has the bset standing in the drive. With another week to go, they have
obtdined—under the capable direction of Peter Marlow, the local LABOR
ACTION agent—a total of 69 subscriptions, leaving only 31 more to go to
fulfill their quota. By the time the campaign concludes, we expect many other
branches to have moved much closer to fulfilling their quotas than ﬂmy

stand now.

Branch ‘ Quota Sent In
NEW YORK . 600 162
SAN I'RANCISC() ...................................... 100 69
Los Angeles 200 40
Detroit 120 439
Philadelphia 150 - 32
Chicago P PR ATPCTO T Y - || 26
ARPON . cniiiiainiaamriimssniiaeraa 50 18
Newark .. . 100 17
Buffalo T 100 14
Seattle ............ 50 6
Streator, Il .. 10 6
St. Louis ......... 10 6

. West Virginia ....... — 5
Cleveland .... 50 3
Lomigville wiisunmiaaiiasiimmsiimitis 15 2
Boston 10 1
Miscellaneous ...cocvevererseeseenens 15 13
Reading 20 0
Baltimore 20 0-
Minnesota 15 0

TOTAL 449

LABOR ACTION representative Ned Blant in Akron, O‘mn, writes us

about. the branch work during the drive:

People appear to be extremely

reluctant to part with a 50-cent piece or a dollar bill these. days. Apparently,

the pinch is beginning to tell!

.« « I hope that I shall have better news next

week. Meanwhile, we are contmumg your plan of ‘attack’ for getting subs

as outlined.”

And Marty Young, wntmg on the earlier phases of the drive from
Chieago, tell us that, “we a.rp attemptmg to tie this sub drive in with the
‘Goldman campaign by cbneentrating in the same neighborhoods in which
we gathered signatures. We also set various quotas for our trade unionists
.atudents, veterans, women’s groups, ete.” Marty is ﬁghtmg hard agamst:
various difficulties in Chicago, and LABOR ACTION is aware of them and
appreciates his efforts on behalf of the paper.

_ “to me, for $1.00.
NOWE wuinvavivisunnmmnin

CAQATESS e,
15 ) SN, o

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO-

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square. Long Islund City 1, N. Y

Please enter my subscrlptmn to LABOR ACTiON as follows:
|:| 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢.

o | 1 year subscription (52 issues), together
with pamphlet “Plenty For All,” to be mailed

(Please prmt)
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‘A Vote for Socialism Is a Vote Cast for Peace
And Security - - Goldman, Chicago WP Candidate

The following radio speech was delivered by Al-
bert Goldman, Workers Party candidate for Mayor
of Chicago, over Station WJJD on March 23:

The undemocratic state election law has prevented me from
getting on the ballot. It will be necessary, therefore, for those
of you who are determined to vote for the ideas of socialism
to write my name on the ballot. I urge you to do so because, as
I shall show you in the course of my talk, it is the only mean-

_ingful thing one can do at the Bolling place,

A movement has been started to change the election laws
of this state so that minority parties and independent candi-
dates can more easily get on the ballot. You will soon hear of
this movement initiated by the American Civil Liberties Union
) anﬁ you should certainly give it your full support.

A law which compels a party or an independent candidate
to collect more than 88,000 signatures in order to get on the
ballot as a candidate for mayor of this city violates every fun-
damental principle of democracy. It appears self-evident that if
one thousand. citizens declare, by means of signing a petition,
that they want a certain person to run as candidate for mayor,
their will should not be thwarted by a law which says that
88,000 signatures must be obtained.

We rightly condemn the one-party rule of a tntahtarian
state; we must also strenuously object to any law which,
effect, compels a voter to choose between two parties he con-
siders equally bad.

He who does not write in my name on the ballot but makes
a choice between Root, the Republican candidate, and Kennelly,
the Democratic candidate, actually participates in a sham bat-
tle, as far as the welfare of the inhabitants of this city is con-
cerned. The differences between the two candidates in program
and general approach are so minor that it hardly pays to take
the trouble to make a choice. On every major issue confronting
the people of this city Kennelly and Root have been making the
same yery brpoad and general promises that are usually made in

_a pre-election campaign. One can be certain that nothing much
will be altered by the election of either one.

THE NATURE OF THE TWO OLD PARTIES

There is a basic reason for expecting no substantial change
from the election either of a Republican or Democrat as mayor.
- The reason is that both of these parties and their candidates

. are devoted to the preservation of the profit system.

Let us take the transit problem of this city as an example.
At least twice a day for six days out of the week the average
person going to and from work is furnished with a rude lesson
on the inadequacies of Chicago’s transporiation system. Nine
times out of ten he is squeezed into an old, unventilated car—
stifling hot in summer, drafty in winter—so that by the time he
gets to work he is already half exhausted and by the time he
returns to his home his nerves are completely on edge.

"After draining all of the profits out of the surface and ele-
vated lines, those in control finally had fo yleld to a receiver-
ship. For approximately tfwenty years ihe.surface and elevated
lines have been operating under the receivership. The receiver
and his assistants, the receiver’s lawyers| and their assistants
have harvesied nice sums of money for themselves, The dilap-
jdated condition of both rolling stock and structure is apparent
to everyone. With the passing of years the transportation sys-
tem becomes worse and the fares climb higher and higher.

In any rationally organized society the transportation sys-
“tem”of a city would be considered as a public necessity and
everythmg possible would be done 1o make a pereon comfort-
able during the time he has to ride from one Place to another.
Under the capitalist system, the means of transport are gen-
erally owned by capltahsts who are interested only in making

profits,

“Truman Doctrine’’ Offers Europe Guns, Not Food

Even if the transit should finally come under the control of
the city, there would be no substantial improvement under an
administration that believes in the profit system. For such an
administration would still be confronted by the problem of

making the transit system pay for itself and the people would

still have'to pay high fares and get the same miserable service.

HOW SOCIALISTS WOULD HANDLE TRANSIT

A socialist administration would consider the transit system
just as much of a public necessity as the street or water sys-
tem. No one raises the question of making the streets pay for
themselves; why, then, should we raise that question with ref-
erence to transportation? I do not advocate free transportation
for everybody; I contend, however, that a five-cent fare is suffi-
cient, with any deficit met out of taxes.

Is it not true that the greatest of all benefits from the tran.
sit system accrues to the merchants of The Loop and of othex
shopping centers? Is it not therefore just that the merchants
of these shopping centers pay a substantial tax for the upkeep
of the transit system which adds so much to the value of the
real estate in the shopping centers?

Would éither Root or Kennelly endorse the 1dea of a special
tax on the merchants and real estate owners of the main shop-
ping centers for the purpose of helping to defray the costs of
operating the transit system? I can say with great confidence
that they would not. For in their lives and in their ideas they
are @ed up with these merchants and real estate owners.

In any solution of the fransit problem those who work for
the system must be given primary consideration. In the first
place ‘they must be guaranteed sufficient wages to give them
a decent livelihood and in the second place they should be
given a great share of the responsibility for managing and op-

- erating the transit system. If the transport workers are made

to feel that the people look to them for efficient'operation, they
would, I am certain, respond magnificently., Through their union
and through committees they would see to it that the people
get far better service than they get now.

NEITHER KENNELLY NOR ROOT WILL HELP

It can be said with assurance that neither the election of
Kennelly nor of Root will make a substantial difference as far
as the transportation system is concerned. Undoubtedly they
will pay more attention to the contemplated super-highways
for serving the owners of automobiles than to the surface and
elevated cars serving the vast majority of the people.

And what is true of the transportation problem is also true
of every other important problem confronting the people of
this city. Whether Kennelly or Root is elected, tHe serious hous-
ing situation will be not substantially improved for the people
with lower incomes. Of course they dre making campaign prom-
ises with reference to housing, but no one should expect any
serious effort on their part to fulfill their promises.

In what way did Kennelly or /Root fight for better housing
conditions for the people before they became candidates? The
party I belong to fights for better housing conditions every day
of the year and not only during an election campaign.

Furthermore, Kennelly and Root will give us the old standh
by that private industry should take care of the housing prob-
lem. Undoubtedly private industry will take good care to solve
the housing problem for those who can afford to pay a hundred
dollars a month or more for rent, but it will not solve the prob-
lem of a worker earning about forty dollars a week and blessed
with a wife and two children or more.

And will either Kennelly or Root put up a serious struggle
for rent control if, as is very likely, Congress permits the rent-
control law to lapse? In spite of their promises, I have my
doubts, because they are too closely tied up with the real estate
interests.

Will either Kennelly or Root carry on a struggle against the
shameful restrictive covenants which prohibit Negroes from

living where they please and which confine them to the terrible
slum area of the South Side? There is nothing whatever in their
record to justify the hope that they will raise their wvoices
against Jim Crowism in general and the restrictive covenants
in particular.

SOME QUESTIONS TO BOSS PARTY CANDIDATES

Will either Kennelly or Root take measures to provide free
lunches to school children in the working class districts? T ven-
ture to say that neither one of them will do more than utter
a few pious platitudes about the need for such a thing.

Will either Kennelly or Root abolish the strike-breaking
squad on the police force? I can say with assurance that they
will not.

Will either of them participate actively in a struggle against
the proposed anti-labor legislation in Congress and in the légis-
latures of many states? They will not.

The conclusion is inescapable. Neither the election of Root
nor the election of Kennelly will result in any noticeable im-
provement in existing conditions. They are representatives of
two different parties but these parties base themselves on the
same fundamental principle—the preservation of the profit sys-
tem. They represent two different political machines in the
city of Chicago but these political machines differ only in the
sense that each machine wants the spoils of office for its own
members. It should be clear to everybody, by this time, except
to some fake or blind liberals, that Kennelly is a candidate of
the Kelly-Arvey machine just as Root is a candidate of the Me-
Cormick-Green machine.

Some people claim that to vote for a candidate representing
the ideas of socialism means to throw away one's vote. In actu-
ality he who votes for Root or Kennelly is throwing his vote
away, because this means preferring one corrupt political ma-
chine as against another.

Only they who are satisfied with conditions as they are have
a right to vote for the Democratic or Republican candidate, But
those who are dissatisfied, those who want to see a radical
change, can best register their cenvictions by writing in my
name as candidate for mayor on the Workers Party ticket.

A WRITE-IN VOTE FOR GOLDMAN

If you write in my name on the ballot you thereby indicate
your belief that only a socialist will really make serious at-
temps to solve the housing problem for the masses of the people.

If you write in my name on the ballot you indicate not only
your dissatisfaction ‘with the transportation system, but also
your belief that only a socialist will deal with that problem,
having the interests of the people at heart.

If you write my name on the ballot you thereby indicate
that you know that only a socialist will struggle against every
form of Jim Crowism and take every measure to desiroy the
restrictive covenants.

IAn.ct a vote for socialism has a significance boyond the local
elections. It indicates your hostility to a system of society where
production is carried on for the profit of the few instead of for

the beneﬁt of the many.

A vote for socialism means that you protest against a sys-
tem which utfilizes its tremendous productive capacity only
during a war, for death and destruction.

Write in my name on the ballot and have the satisfaction of
protesting against a system based on exploitation, greed and
raeial and national hatreds. .

Write in my name on the ballot and indicate that you are
in that way at least participating in the struggle for socialism,
whigh means peace, true demacracy and real equality for all
mankind.

Come to the campaign meeting of the Workers Party at its

_headguarters, 1501 West Madison Street, Saturday, March 29,

8:30 p.m. Write for literature and information about our party.
'Good afternoon and vote for socialism.

(Continued from page I)

the policy applied fo Greece and
Turkey would become a precedent
for the future. Reston, who seems
to have a pipeline to the State De-
partment, wrote the day after Tru-
man's speech that “what worries
President Truman’'s advisers at the
moment is not the loan to Greece and
Turkey now under discussion, but
the next one.”

The United States, then, is to as-
sume the role of world imperialist
colossus throwing its weight in dol-
lars around to safeguard investment
of U. S. capitalists and of the capi-
talists of the other Western powers
against the equally greedy encroach-
ments of the Russian imperialism.

® Popular reaction in the United
States, to the degree that such mat-
ters can be estimated, was at the
very least extremely anxious and
worried. The appalling thought that
only-a year after one horrible world
war, still another and infinitely more
horrible war was in preparation,
struck terror in millions of hearts.
To forestall this reaction and to

Report Large Mass
Underground Active
In Franco Spain

A news dispatch from Madrid,
published in the New York Times of
March 22, reports the trial for mili-
. tary rebellion of eleven members of
the secret national Committee of the
Anarchist National Confederation of
Labor. Their conviction in a Franco
court is to be taken for granted and
it is expected that the eleven anar-
chists will receive sentences of
twenty to thirty years.

Despite the fascist repression, the
report states that the Anarchist
CNT and the Socialist UGT (Gener-
al Labor Uniony still have 500,000
dues paying members in Barcelona
alone. Evidence that the Franco dic-
tatorship takes this secret opposition
seriously is indicated by the fact
that the accused, who include Cesar
Broto, Gonzalo Atienza, secretary
and vice-secretary of the CNT re-
spectwely, were not charged with
specific acts of mlhtary rebellion,
but with participating in a meeting
of the supposedly defunct CNT at
Carabana, outside Madrid, in' 1945,

LABOR ACTION is trying to ob-
tain additional information on the
activity of the Spanish underground,
and will publish such information
‘'when available;

smooth the passage of its “loan” to
Greece and Turkey, the Truman ad-
ministration had Undersecretary of

State Dean Acheson declare at a

Congress hearing that no American

- troops would be sent to the Near

East. This statement may be taken at
its face value FOR THE NEXT PE-
RIOD.

It is highly unlikely that the U. 8.
will send troops to the Near East; it
is too soon for that and in any case
dollars can probably do the job for
the time being. Bui to say this is in
noe way to deny the fact that eventu-
ally troops must follow dollars if the
policy is to continue and succeed.
Let us remember President Roose-
velt’s famous declaration that  he
would not send a single American
boy to Europe. Acheson’s promise is
worth even less than Roosevell's
turned out to be.

® To butiress the flagging and
certainly unenthusiastic support for
Washington’s policy, the administra-
tion pulled out one of the most worn-
out chesinuts: a "prevmusly secret”
document show:ng the “danger of
red infiltration” in Greece and Tur-
key. That the Stalinists have been
supporting and directing the EAM
movement in Greece as a means of
embarrassing the Anglo- American
puppet Greek government and that
Stalinist Russia has been putting the
squeeze on Turkey —that's hardly
news. Truman’s corny brain trust
thought that a “secret document”
might work up some enthusiasm,
but the stunt failed completely.

WIDE REPERCUSSIONS

® Congressmen, after their first
flush of war hysteria, began to be

diately after Truman’s speech they
went hog-wild. Rep. Van Zandt (R,
Pa.) said: “I guess I may as well get
my Navy uniform out of storage.
Rep. Reed (R, N. Y.) chimed in: “I{’s

very much like a declaration of war _

covered with relief veneer.”, And
Sen. McCarran (D., Nev.). declared
that “We will have to go in there
with men and materials, if we go at
all ”

This kind nf talk didn't sit very
well with the folks back home,- so
now they had Acheson make his face-
saving speech. But the “Truman doc-
trine” did give Congress a cover be-
hind which to continue its anti-labor
legislation: the setting of wurgency
seemed to them a good atmosphere
for cracking down on the workers.

® Internationally, the repercus-
cussions were numerous. The Mos-

‘cow Conference (see page 3 for full

story) continued its sharp verbal
sparring with the fate of Germany—
that is, the fate of Europe—at stake.
In France the Stalinists tried to show
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how much trouble they could make
for the uneasy coalition which gov-
erns that country by abstaining on a
motion to support French imperial-
ism in Indo-China, even though they
had voted for such motions in the
past (see page 8 for full story). And
in Greece and Turkey the reaction-
ary, dictatorial régimes took heart at
the thought of U. S. dollars flowing
their,way.

UN IGNORED
® Onhe reaction to the sutuatlon-—

which can be viewed equally as hu- .

morous or pathetic—was the cry by
U. 8. liberals that the United Na-

tions should not be by-passed. To pla-

cate these elements, Washington an-
nounced that a statement "inform_—
ing” (sic!) the UN about U. S. ac-
tions would be issued. And so the
liberals- were happy -that the UN
would not be “by-passed” even
though it didn't make the faintest
bit of real difference (see story on
page 3).

® In the meantime the depressing
and inescapable fact was that the
major powers were again beginning
the mad imperialist race which pro-
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duced two world wars in this cen-
tury and which, if unimpeded, would
produce still another: the War of the
Atom Bombs. At the moment the
U. S. was on the offensive and it was
quite possible that the Russians
would be forced to retreat. But such
a retreat could only be preparation
for new conflict. Which giant im-
perialist combine — Russian or the

A release recently issued by the
magazine Politics calls attention to
the ,disappearance of Karl Fischer,
Austrian socialist, in the Russian

* zone of Austria. In the circumstances

of the known record of the Stalinist
murder machine in dealing with op-
ponents, in view of the particular
facts surrounding Karl Fischer's
disappearance, there is every reason
to believe that the GPU is respon-
sible. This information comes on the
heels of the revelations in the book
of Louis-Budenz, ex-Stalinist leader,
concerning the murder of Leon Trot-
sky by the GPU agents operating
from New York. These were de-
scribed in great detail in last week’s
LABOR ACTION. Karl Fischer’s
disappearance provides additional
evidence of the nefarious aectivities
of the international murder machine
which has its seat in the Kremlin,
and which stands as a threat to the

.labor and socialist movement in ev-

ery country.

Karl Fischer, employee of the Labor
Chamber in Linz and member of the
Austrian Socialist Party, born Sept.
23, 1918, disappeared in Urfahr, Up-
per Austria, in the Russian zone, on
Jan. 22, 1947, Fischer had been a
member of an oppositional communist
group, He was sentenced to five years
in jail by the Schuschnigg regime in
Austria, and released in connection
with a general amnesty in February,
1938. After the Anschluss, he went to
France; in 1943 he was delivered to
the Gestapo by Vichy authorities.
Fischer was imprisoned in the Buchen-
wald concentration camp until his lib-
eration by the American Army in 1945.

In Buchenwald he was persecuted
not only by the Nazis, but also by the
Communists, who rha\d some impor-
tant jobs in the inner administration
of the camp, because of his independ-
ent socialist opinions. When the
American troops were approaching,
the leaders of the Communists in the
camp tried to get rid of their adver-
saries by placing them in special
dangerous labor gangs.

ESCAPED DEATH ONCE

Karl Fischer escaped death with
the help of Benedict Kauntsky, a son
of the socialist theoretician Karl
Kautsky. The Communist Party lead-
er Otto Horn, who is now one of the
main leaders of the Communist Par-
ty in Austria, was particularly ac-
tive in persecuting Fischer. Horn
succeeded in excluding him from the
first transports of liberated prison-
ers from Buchenwald to Austria. On

Anglo-American — would rule the
world, was the basic question. It be-
came clearer each day that this strug-
gle would end only in a terrible, civ-
ilization - consuming war unless an
aroused international working class
would sweep aside the capitalist and
Stalinist régimes and substitute a
peaceful socialist world of its own.

Dusseldorf.

munist Party of England.)

'BRITISH OFFICERS FEAST
WHILE GERMANS STARVE

Fleets of lorries bringing food, wines and flowers from Holland—
500 guests at a banquet of eight courses which included oysters, lob-
sters, crab, chicken, several kinds of cheeses, and a bottle of cham-
pagne per head. The scene of this “party” was the Dusseldorf Yacht
Club in the British zone of Germany, recently.

The banquet was “thrown” by officers of the 53rd (Welsh) Division
to mark the occasion when the name of the Division was changed to
the 2nd Infantry Division. Preparations for the “party” were as lavish
and wasteful as the banquet itself. A ten-yard bridge was specially
built over the Rhine and leading to the club. The interior of the Yacht
Club was altered to resemble that of a baronial hall, complete with
“minstrels’ gallery.” All the work was done by German labor. German
workers were employed to wait on the 500 guests.

In grim and bitter contrast to this eriminal display of guzzling
and wastefulness staged by the officers of the 53rd Welsh Division,
are the miserable conditions of hunger and cold which is the lot of
thousands of German workers and their families in and around

While the banqueting and “high jinks” went on at the party,
thousands of German families were without bread, heat or light. At
Essen, near Dusseldorf, the wives of German miners were urging
their men to strike in protest because they could not get their meager
daily bread ration and a number of strikes have taken place recently
in this area because the workers could not get even their potato ration.

(Reprinted from Socialist ' Appeal, organ of the Revolutmnary Com-
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Austrian Socialist
Disappears; GPU
Machine Suspected

his release, Fischer decided to go to
Linz in the American zone, where he
worked until April 1, 1946 as secre-
tary of Captain Rozan in the French
Liaison Office. After the dissolution
of that office, he worked in the office
of economy and statistics of the La-
"“bor Chamber in Linz,

A short time before Fischer's dis-
appearance, the Communist Party
leader for Upper Austria, Haider,
spoke to the girl-friend of Fischer, !
Yera Kerschbaumer, whose father is
‘a member of the CP and director of
its publishing house in Linz. Haider
tried to persuade the girl o spy on
Fischer. Vera, 21 years old and only
two years in the CP, was shocked and
refused; she warned Fischer. Another
leader of the CP asked Fischer to end
his relations with Yera, warning that
something bad would happen to him.
Fischer refused this interference with
his personal life.

Karl Fischer did not econceal his
political views and ecriticized the
Communist Party openly in speech;
he also distributed anti-Commiinist
books to his friends. He had tried to
bring Vera into opposition to the CP.

NOT HEARD FROM

On January 22, 1947, when he fin-
ished his work at 5 p.m., he went
with Vera to Urfahr in the Russian
zone, According to Vera, he left her
at 5:4b p.m. to go back. Since then,
he has not been heard from.

The investigation was very super- ,
ficial. The Secretary Mantler, the
Mayor of Linz, Dr. Koref, and the
Minister of the Interior, Helmer, all’
of them socialists, were.informed and
promised to deal with the matter.
Not until January 27, five days later,
were, the police ready to publish a
notice that Fischer was missing. The
notice was first published in the Com-
munist Neue Zeit in a distorted
fashion.

Fischer’s boss, Richard %trasser
Secretary of the Labor Chamber and
member of the Association of
Friends of the USSR, tried at first
to place suspicion on the American
and French™ authorities. Later he
started to speak about Fischer’s
“lack of psychical balance’ and hint-
ed at suicide, According to Fischer’s
mother, who had spent two years in
a concentration camp herself and
was also freed by the Americans in
1945, there is no truth in this state-
ment.

French CP Tries
‘Clever’ Tactic
On Indo-China

Many sindere believers in social-
ism — especially in Europe — suffer
from the tragic illusion that the Com-
munist Party represents the ideals of
the October Revolution. The well-
oiled propaganda mackine of the-*
Stalinists, the hysterical “anti-red”

‘demagogy of Anglo-American impe-

rialism and, above all, the fact that
the war and fascism meant a virtual
blackout of all political and theo-
retical discussions among the radical
workers of Europe—these are among
the factors which account for the
amazing prestige of the Stalinist par-
ties in Europe.

For these reasons it is important
to paint the true character of Euro-
pean Stalinism.

Up to now, the Mrench Stalinisis
have consistently supported the war
of imperialist aggression against the
people of Viet Nam. They voted for
war crbdits in Parliament, they
cheered"' speeches in praise of the
militarists who direct the war and,
finally, they advocated in their press
the “independence” of Viet Nam—
“within the French Union”!

Last week, however, the Stalinists
in the National Assembly suddenly-
refused to vote for further war cred-
its. This refusal caused a profound
crisis in the shaky Paris government
—Premier Ramadier threatened to re-
sign unless he had the support of the
CP. Thereupon the Stalinists worked
out an ingenious compromise, accord-
ing to which the Stalinist ministers
would vote for the imperialist war
credits, while the Stalinist members
of the Assembly would abstain from
voting altogether.

In our opinion, it was meant main-
1y as a demonstration of Stalinist in-
fluenceé in France. Timed as a reply
to the frankly anti-Russian “Truman
doctrine,” the CP found it necessary
to show the world that without them
there can be no stable French gov-
ernment.

This fact is underlined by the
following episode which was report-
ed in the New York Times of March
23:

“While the Communist Ministers
voted with the government and thus
kept their jobs, they followed the
rest of the party group by refusing
to rise with the rest of the Assembly
when Premier Ramadier paid a trib-
ute to the ‘courage and heroism’ of
thbe French forces fighting in Indo-
China. INSTEAD THEY APPLAUD-
ED MODERATELY WHILE SEAT-
ED.” (Our emphasis.)

Need anything further be said?
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