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Telephone Workers Fight AT&Tf‘Monopoly’s
“public Service’’ Strike-Breaking Attempft

By SUSAN GREEN

“Labor will not be coerced or intim-
idated. That is what the telephone
strike proclaims far and wide. And
coercion and intimidation are exact-
ly what industry and government are
using on the worker.

This is how the anti-labor team
seems to be operating: Congress holds
over labor’s head the threat of anti-
strike and other anti-labor legislation.
In the meantime, industry refuses to
bargain collectively in good faithy in
effect saying: “Go ahead and strike,
‘and see what Congress will do to you
on the statute books!”

was told by these leaders that all
these industries “refuse to bargain

collectively -for- new . contracts; that -

they sit tight, defy unions {o strike,
warn Congress will crack down.” .
In the same- vein, Joseph Beirne,

president of the National Federation
of Telephone Workers, reveals the
squeeze tactic of the telephone mo-
nopoly. In his radio speech before the
strike started, Beirne accused the
telephone system of refusing to en-
gage in legitimate collective bar-
gaining. He said: “Our unions have
made proposals to arbitrate all the
items in dispute. We believe that if
any arbitration is to be used it should
encompass all .disputed items with-
out any strings attached, or else we
could have a repetition of our pres-
ent crisis at some later date. Arbi-
fration is not a substitute for col-
lective bargaining, We prefer col-

what you do. If you don't sirike,
well, we're sitting pretty with our

¢ profits and you car whistle for higher

wages. If you do strike, we're still
sitting pretty because Congress is
going to fix you.”

Strikers in Madras
Demand Release of
Arrested Trotskyist

By V. KARALASINGHAM
Special to Labor Action

COLOMBO, CEYLON—While Bom-
bay and Calcutta are in the throes
of communal clashes, the class strug-
gle in Madras reached a new dra-
matic height when over 100,000
workers downed toels in protest
against the Congress government's
arrestiand detention of Comrade An-
tonipillai, Trotskyist president of the
Madras Labor Union. Comrade An-
tonipillai, who is a member of the
Central Committee of the Bolshevik-
Lerninist Party of India, is also a
member of the General Council of
the All-India Trade Union Congress.

Panic-stricken by the magnificent
unity of 14,000 Buckingham and Car-
natic Texile Mill workers who are
on strike since March 11, and anx-
ious to appease the European owners
of the mills and to demonstrate to
the imperialists the willingness of
the Congress Party to defend impe-
rialist interests, the Congress Min-
istry sought to break the strike by
arresting the president of the union,
Comrade Antonipillaii On March 28
Comrade Antonipillai was arrested
because he had, in the words of the
government communiqué, “fomented
an illegal strike, challenged the au-
thority of the government and offend-
ed against the law requiring the im-

The Auto Workers
And Henry Ford

In response to a request from
us, we received the following
from one of our Detroit corre-
spondents:

You asked for a rounded -out
story on Henry-Ford. Perhaps the
whole point about Ford and the
auto workers can be made in re-
lating this incident that happened
last week,

Chrysler Corporation proposed
to .a shop commitiee that ihe

shop committee replied they
would be glad to call a one-hour
shut-down to commemorate the
Centralia mine disaster - victims.
That closed that subject.

Auto Worker, Detroit. |-

mediate return to work of the strik-
ers.”

The Madras Minister, Congress-
man Ramasami Reddiar, followed
this up with an appeal to the strik-
ers to return to work. This was add-
ing insult to injury. The infuriated
strikers immediately set out to gal-
vanize the other unions in the city
to protest against the arrest of their
strike leader. The Stalinists fried to
sabotage this move by playing for
time but were caught in the whirl-
wind of mass indignation. Unwilling-
ly they were swept into this massive
strike action.

Despite the frantic appeals of the
Congress bosses, including the Prime
Minister, who made a special appeal
over the radio, well over 100,000
workers joined in the protest strike.
The protest strike embraced the en-
tire city transport services, trams,
buses, trains, haulage workers in the
harbor, tannery workers, municipal
and shop employees, MSM Railway
workshop workers (Comrade Tony
is also president of this union) and
engineering workers. Monday, March
31, the day of the general strike, was
quite reminiscent of the August,
1942, days. Armed police every ten
yiﬂ!s, Gurkha troops and motorcy-
cles with machine guns, armed trol-
leys patrolling railway lines, This
was the Congress answer to a pro-
test of the masses!

'The protest strike raised-a hue and
cry in the Congress press. The Con-
servative “Hindu" called for special
legislation to illegalize strikes of this

" nature. There was not a single bour-

geois paper in Madras that did not
denounce the strike. This howling
found a feeble:echo across the Palk
Strait, in Ceylon, where the impe-
rialist “Times of Ceylon” traced the
source of all trouble in “the export
of Ceylonese Bolsheviks to India”!
Despite the unmistakable mass pro-
test of a one-day general strike, the
Congress Ministry has so far not yet
released Comrade Antonipillai. The

Committee of the All-India Trade
Union Congress. has notified the
government that if Comrade Anto-
nipillai is not released, steps would
be taken to organize a general strike

.in the whole of the Madras Presi-

dency. This will bring the govern-
ment to its knees:

But the telephone workers weren’t
scared. These so-called “backward”
workers showed how labor should
answer attempts at coercion and in-
timidation. Being public utility work-
ers, they also refused to be brow-
beaten by the propaganda about
“serving the public"—so that AT&T
may pay the second largest dividends
in the country. In spite of a back-
ground of company paternalism de-
signed to make docile slaves of them,
the telephone workers joined in mili-
tant union action challenging a great
world monopoly and Congress, team-
ing up against them.

The pincer tactics of industry and

A telephone oberator, mother of
four children, has to board out her

~12:year-old ~boy -and ‘still-.a "$32-a=

week wage cannot' provide for her
other three children.

A woman whose husband was just
discharged from the Army stated that
her $32 hardly was enough to buy
medigine and doctor’s care for her

. two oldest children who are asth-

matic; and it takes $4 a week to take
care of the youngest child so that
this mother can go to work. “There
are lots of things a woman likes in
the house, things to make it easier.
And there are nice clothes. That is
why 1 am on strike,” declared this
harrowed mother,

These women workers iold why
they would not be coerced or intimi-
dated —not by the great monopoly
that exploits them so roundly and
not by the politicians in Congress
who look after the interests of the
AT&T. !

CHALLENGE ANTI-LABOR LAW

Not only do the telephone workers
defy the telephone system and Con-
gress threatening to pass labor-crush-
ing laws. The strikers have gone fur-
ther. They have refused to recognize
as binding the New Jérsey law al-
ready on the books, by which the
state government . took over the

Thus one step in the right direc+
tion leads to.-otheps.: Striking in de-

~flance..of: the-Cor nal. threat to ..

pass new antistrike ‘laws, the tele-
phone workers have had to contest
an EXISTING anti-sirike law—and
thereby in advance contest hostile
laws that may be passed by Con-
gress. The tactic of the industry-gov-
ernment squeeze has been declared
ineffectual by the telephone workers’
action and by the solidarity aroused
in the entire labor-movement.

. The steel workers whose contract
expires April 30 and with whom the
steel companies refuse fo bargain in
good faith, may soon fellow the ex-
ample of the telephone workers. The

auto workers' union, upon whom the
industry-government squeeze is be-
ing used, has given the Chrysler Cor-
poration a thirty-day strike notice.
The electrical workers and all work-
ers between the millstones of static
wages and high prices will be affect-
ed by the example set by the correct
action and excellent strike of the
telephone workers. '

Labor will not be coerced or in-
timidated.

By DAYID COOLIDGE -

The government at Washington, the political
hatchet men of the capitalist ruling class, has
arrayed itself concretely against labor in what
is called a "union-control” bill. This bill has been
prepared by the House Labor Committee. An-
other and similar bill is being prepared by the
Senate Labor Committee, under the chairman-
ship of Senator Taft. Against these proposals
we propose a MARCH ON WASHINGTON,

These "union-control” bills are a part of the
program of the government at Washington, in
response to the demands of the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers, the U. S. Chamber of
Commerce, the Iron and Steel Institute and all

the benefit of the public.

!

Let the ‘‘Public Safety’*

of thousands of coal miners in this country are surely working for

_The' latest in_the opparently never-ending series of mine disasters
took place on April 10 in Exeter, Pa. I claimed nine dead, and eight
seriously injured. The owner of the mine that exploded is the Pennsyl-
vania Coal Company. Six inspections by the state mining department
failed to disclose any dangerous conditions, but the last Federal Bureau
of Mines inspection had indicated various safety violations.

A gas explosion caught the seventeen men who either died or were -
injured at the bottom of the mine, 420 feet underground. It was the
second major disaster in the anthracite field this year; the first
claimed fifteen dead. Hundreds of miners, if we include the Centralia
victims, have already been destroyed this year in unsafe mines.

How many more will it be before the year 1947 is up? Will hundreds
~of other miners die? What do these politicians, so concerned about
"public health and safety" intend to do? .

They Would Strangle Labor Unions

Terms of Anti-Labor Bills in Congress Threaten Every Right Won in Struggle by Labor

The most vicious anti-labor haters
in Congress are now seeking to rush
through laws -that will strike heavy
blows at the labor movement. The
Senate Labor Committee has one
bill; the Republican majority in the
House has another, still more reac-
tionary omnibus labor bill. The
House bill will probably be passed
this week, at which time the Senate
and House spokesmen of anti-labor
legislation will sit down and try to
work out a compromise bill to pass
both bodies. '

What would these bills mean to
you, an American worker, if passed

in their present form, or even if they
are joined together? Here are the
important terms of each bill, each
term a deliberate blow at labor:

THE HOUSE BILL:

(1) The bill would, in effect, repeal
the Wagner Act and the Norris-La
Guardia Act, both of which contain
legal gquarantees of numerous union
rights, including that of organizing
and collective bargaining.

(2) It would permit government in-
junctions against any and all strikes
declared, by the government, to be
against the "best public interest.”
What strike could not conceivably be
fiitted into this category, if the gov-
ernment so desired?

(3) It would allow private capital-
ists to use the injunction against
strikes, to sue unions under terms of
various anti-trust laws, and to Insti-
tute suit for triple-damages.

(4) I+ would break up the closed

shop by forbidding it. The union shop
would be limited to those shops where
the boss himself wanted it!

(5) All industry-wide collective
bargaining would be forbidden.

(6) A series of "unfair labor prac-
tices,"" each more petty than the
other, is listed. In each instance of
"violation" the company would be
permitted #o bring suit against the
union accused.

{(7) A halt to all mass picketing;
restrictions on any picketing.

This is the heart of the bill. The
Republicans refer to the bill as “a
bill of rights for both American
workingmen and their employers!”

So much for the House Bill. What
of the Senate Labor Bill, supposedly
more moderate? What would that
mean to labor?

THE SENATE BILL:

(1) Sharp restrictions on indus-
try-wide collective bargaining, in-
cluding the right of a craft union to
refuse to participate with other un-
ions in such bargaining.

(2) Jurisdictional strikes and sec-
ondary boycotts are considered “un-
fair labor practices,” rather than
“unlawful acts” as in the House Bill.
The effect is the same since the un-
ion can be prosecuted in either case.

(3) ‘The National Labor Relations
Board shall have the right to ask
for injunctions in cases where it de-
cides that labor is acting “unfairly.”

The Senate Bill has not yet passed

.the Committee stage and is therefore

far from being in final form. Its gen-
eral intent is clearly the same as the
House Omnibus Labor Bill.

the various organiza-
tions of the capitalist
employers throughou
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Should the working class and the
trade unions submit without a strug-
gle to the provisions of this em-
ployer-dictated legislation, we “mhust
also be prepared to submit to fur-
ther attacks and a further violation
of our democratic rights. What does

this House bill say? The bill would

eliminate' the present National Labor
Relations Board  and amend the
Wagner Act. The act would sef up
a three-member board and the office
of Administrator of the National La-
bor Relations Act. The bill prohibits’
closed shop contracts. The union shop
may exist if the employer agrees.
Should a union attempt to gain a
closed shop agreement by striking,
the strike would be enjoined through
injunction proceedings.

LEGALIZING SCABS

Industry-wide bargaining is made
illegal. This means that whereas the
Iron and Steel Institute or the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers,
may function on an industry-wide
basis in collective bargaining, under.
the law labor would be forbidden to
operate in the same manner. If Beth-
lehem Steel is approaching wage ne-
gotiations. with its warkers, it can
reach indusiry - wide agreements
through the Iron and Steel Insti-
tute and hold to such agreements in
negotiations with its workers, but
the steel workers, under this act, are
forbidden to proceed in like manner.

The President is empowered to
seek court injunctions in any strike
in transportation, public utilities or
communications if the public health,
safety or interest is threatened. Mass
picketing is prohibited. If workers
insist on striking, they are to stay at
home or go fishing. By the Jct they
are not permitted to take any action

(Continued on page 2)

Stalin’s GPU Kidnaps Austrian Revolutionist

World Working Class Opinion Must Be Mobilized to Save Karl Fischer and other Anti-Stalinists

In a recent issue of LABOR AC-
TION we published an announce-
ment concerning the mysterious dis-
appearance of Karl Fischer, a young
Austrian revolutionary socialist with
a splendid record of anti-Nazi, work-
ing class activities and years of im-
prisonment in the Buchenwald con-
centration camp. Preliminary details
of the case unmistakeably pointed to
the murderous hand of the Russian
GPU. i

LABOR ACTION has now received
detajled confirmation of this prelimi-
nary charge. Karl Fischer, 29-year-old
Austrian revolutionist and sympa-

the Stalinist assassins and their
agents in Austria. We are publishing
below the all-too revealing details
that confirm this. .

Once more the world’s greatest
machine for organized murdet of its
political opponents has laid its"hands
upon another victim. Without imme-

diate action on the part of socialists
and liberals everywhere, the fate of
Karl Fischer—if it is not already too
late to save him—is a foregone con-
clusion, He will be spirited away to
Russia and there destroyed in some
dark GPU dungeon. ,

The facts of the Fischer case must
be made known immediately. This is
why we are publishing all the details
known to us. As the letter from our
informant reveals, the lives of other
Austrian anti-Stalinists, regardless of
their specific political affiliations, are
likewise endangered. The GPU toler-
ates no form or variety of opposition.

zones, cannot be relied upon to pro-
tect anti-Stalinist revolutionists. Only
the light of full publicity and the
mobilization of working class feeling
against the GPU machine ‘and  its
criminal agents can do this job.

Munich, Germany
April 2, 1947
Dear J:

I returned here the day before
yesterday from Austria, with ter-
rible news. Atrocities are beginning.
During the past few months, thirty
people—socialists and Christians—
have disappeared without a trace.
All these affairs have one common
denominator—the people who have
vanished somewhere east of the
Danube were known for their anti-
Stalinist opinions and activities. The
NEKVD appears to want to make a

of those who has disappeared is a
comrade. I do not know exactly to
what tendency he belonged, but it
doesn’t matter. I am sending you a
resume of the facts and a short
biography, which I received from
his mother.
[ | J.

Karl Fischer was born on Septem-
ber 23, 1918, in Vienna. He attended

publie and high school, and in 1933

entered a wholesale metal company
as an apprentice. He was a member
of the Socialist Workers Youth, and
later adhered to a communist oppo-
sition group. He was arrested on
November 6, 1936, and was sen-
tenced to five years at hard labor on
August 13, 1937, for committing
high treason. In the last days of the
Schuschnigg regime, he was freed in
the general amnesty. In 1938, after
Hitler’s coming to power, he went

through Switzerland. into France.

by the Vichy government in Sep-
tember, .1943. He spent the period
until August, 1944, in a police prison
in Paris and was then brought by
the Gestapo to Buchenwald, where

he was liberated by the American
troops at the end of the war.

from Being Murdered

Already in Buchenwald, Fischer
had politieal differences with the
Communists who were imprisoned .
there. At the time of the liberation,
they refused to.take him with them
to Vienna: in one of the transports
they had organized. They finally did
take him, upon the intervention of
Benedikt Kautsky. On the journey,
Kautsky advised Fischer not to tra-
vel all the way to Vienna, but to get
?ﬂ at Linz, since the Communists
in .the transport regarded him as
their enemy. Fischer consequently
got off at Linz, found a job there
with the French Liaison Officer and '

trike of the textile workers still ghizer of the Trotskyist movement, has 1) k d ineff : clean sweep before the possible with- PR i 4
lants shut down for one hour to SLAR L 4 e weak and ineffectual Austrian b There he contifued his activities f .
ED emorate Ford's death. The continues. The Madras Provincial unquestionably been spirited away by government, split up into airtight drawal of the Russian troops. One .. bshiEation s wasl ;;:zstgs ;;Sa{i-iaa;‘{i:«isi?:r;'lyHi:lfrfot[?ls hn:}oli)her.
nm, . er had been .

sentenced in 1943 to five years im-
prisonment by the Berlin Police
Court for high treason, for she too
haq worked for the organization to
which Fischer belonged, After her
liberation from the women's prison

(Continued on page %)
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. ‘A 'strike of

Why‘ ‘thvé' Phdne Workers Are Striking

NEWARK—The country is amazed
by ‘the militancy of these thousands
of young women walking the picket
lines. To millions of people through-
out the nation, the telephone oper-
ator has been known only ]Jy a soft,

pleasant voice asking “number
please.” Today that voice, no longer
soft, is hurling’ "Scab! Stnike-

breaker!” at company stooges who
attempt to enter the various plants.

‘To undersand this, it is necessary
to know something of the life of
these workers and of Telephone
Company policy, notably its pater-
nalism. At the expense of the larger
section of operators, various strata -
of supervisors and plant managers
were set up. With that, the company
has developed a group of proteges,
people who receive extra benefits
both - in money and conditions of
work. One of the demands of the un-
ion’is the doing away With the name
of “superwsor” for those workers
whose job it is to assist and relieve
a séction of operat{)rs under their
care. Instead the union wants them
to be called, “service-assistants.” It
is interestmg to- note that the de-
mand for this change comes from the
operator as well as the supervisor.
(Thée - ‘three women union leaders
arrested by the authorities'rose from
the ranks to become supervisors and
have-been: militantly defying the re-
eently enacted anti-strike law.)

. WORK UNDER STRAIN

For years the operators had to
suffer the  ‘“dress-up,” which means
that ‘periodically the foreman over
the lirie would order the girls to face
the-board, not talk to the workers on
either” side, -and ‘concéentrate only on

" the ‘switch ‘board. The girls spend

the bulk of the day seated in their
one section of the line. After a few
hours of.this, the effect is one of be-
ing érampéed. To break ‘the day of
its fatigue, the girls have been al-
lowed two ten minute breaks. How-
ever, this has proved insufficient, and
the girls ‘at times have resorted to
“run-outs” or breaks of a few min-
utes in the rest rooms.

According to the pickets whom
this réporter interviewed, the girls
have never -abused this practice of
“run-outs.”” However, the cdmpany
in attempting to discipline the oper-

WDL Refutes =
Dewey Memorandum

3 ;G =
On Anti-Strike Law
NEW® YORK CITY (WDL) — The
memorandum issued by Governor
Thomas E. Dewey of New York in
gigning theé bill barring sirikes by
public employees “revives the ste-
reotyped government -is-holy argu-
ment ‘which is the time-honored tech-
niquie ‘used to maintain depressed
star'idards for government workers.”

So stated Rev. Donald Harrmgton.
national chairman of the Workers
Defense League, in a letter stating

that the League will challenge the .

law's constitutionality and work for
its repeal. Refuting Governor Dew-
ey's arguments point by point the
letter says:

“You say: A public employee has as
hlS mnployer all the people, The peo-
ple cannot tolerate an attack upon
thémselves. ACTUALLY, 'thé public
emiployee has as his employer not an
abstraction called the people but the
head of the specific department for
which he works.

“k\‘Tou say: The public employee has
no employer who may profit from
depressed conditions of employmcnt._
ACTUALLY, a city or state admin-
istration and its departments profit
financially from depressed conditions
of employment. Every administration
tries to cut budgets, every political-
ly ‘ambitious department head tries
to cut ‘his expenses. This usually en-
tails layoffs or wage cuis without
regard for the public good or the
welfare of the individual employee.

“You say: that public employees
have sufficient right of protest with-
out the right to strike. ACTUALLY,
the very incident which prompted
you to revive the dormant Condon-
Wadlin bill disproves this. The ad-
mittedly underpaid Buffalo teachers
had -exhausted all other means of
petition and protest. They were
forced to exert their right to strike
or submit to substandard conditions.

“You say -that a strike against gov-
ernment is ‘anarchy’ ACTUALLY,
such a statement can only be de-
scribed as hysterical. Was the Buf-
falo teachers’ strike anarchy? Were
the many strikes of public employees
thitoughout the country anarchy? No,
they were orderly strikes carried on
just like strikes against any private
employer.

- “You say that a strike of public
employees can endanger the whole
of soclety and give as an example:
‘sanitation workers
could” almost overnight produce an
epldemlc threatening the lives of
other millions of people’ ACTUAL-
LY, there have been perhaps more
strikes of sanitation workers than of
any ‘other categaory of public employ-
ees in the U. S. and never have they
resulfed in the dire epldemlc that
you picture.”

ators, tried to grevent this practice.
It appears that the eompany was
unable to prevent it and as the
striker interviewed stated: “They
might try to stop one of us, but if
we all went at once they would have
trouble on their hands.” Another
reason for the break being needed
isi'the strain which comes from the
'continually buzzing ' and lighted
switeh bozard and constant “yuk, yak,
yak” of the board,

The fear of unemployment is for-
ever hovering over these workers.
Every ‘worker 'in the 'industry -is
atware of ‘the fact that the company
is ‘engaging in an intensive experi-
ment with an “invention called the
“Dial-robot” which will displace
thousands of workers., Combined
with this is the inadequacy of ‘preés-
ent-day wage standards. The -union
is demanding a twelve dollar over-
all increase per week. The sky-rock-
eting of pricés has made an impos-
sible situation for most of these
workers.

Another unusual aspect of the
strike is that the high paid workers

UNIONISTS SPONSOR
FEPC BENEFIT
DANCEIN N. Y.

Tén AFL and CIO- unionists are
among sponsors of an FEPC -benefit
dance Friday ‘evening, May 9, at the
Golden “Gate Ballroom, New York
City. They include Ivan Lorand, Tex-
tile Workers Union, CIO; Maida
Springer, International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers: Union; A. Edward
Walters, American Federation of Mu-

sicians; and Samuel- Colton, Jewish
Labor Committee. :

The dance ‘is being given by the
New York Council for a Permanent
FEPC, whose co-chairman is A. Phil-
ip Randolph, piesiderit of the Broth-
erhood of Sleeping Car Porters, AFL.

Music will be by Erskine Haw-
kins. There will be a drawing for
door prizes, with the first prize a
a mink coat. Tickets at $1.00 each
may be obtained at-the Brotherhood
of Sleeping Car Porters, 217 West
125th « Street; March-on-Washingion
Bookstore, 2084 Seventh Avenue; and
thé New ¥ork Council fora Per-
manent FEPC, 33 West 60th Street
(phone: CIrcle 5-5080).

The Gulden ‘Gate, blggest ballroom
in New York, is located at Lenox
Avenue and 142nd Street.

are in full solida'ri-t)f with the low
paid workers and are walking the

lines with the latter.

During the past year, the company
carried extensive adds in the local
papers deseribing the wonderful ;job
opportunities -awaiting those who
wanted to become telephone workers.
Those men and Women' interviewed
by ‘the -company were cdrefully
screeried “beforé hiring to see ‘that
they would not make trouble for the
company. However, as fast as ‘the
hiring was done, the bulk'of the new
help: immediately- joined the union.
According to some of the pickets,
those who are today scabbing will be
cempletely 1solated when the strike
is over,

[
POLITIC_AI. LESSON .

Prior to the election for Governor
of New Jersey, an intense political
battle was carried on between the
now Governor Driscoll ‘and Attorney
General Van Riper. The latter was
accused of blackmarket activities,
as- hdving had a hand in a bank
failure and generally of engaging in
shady manipulations. He was indict-
ed and brought before some state
bodies for investigation. The enmity
between the two was so great, sup-
posedly, that Governor Driseoll
stated that in any event he would
by-pass Van Riper and appoint his
own counsel. Not by accident did he
appoint Russell E. Watson, a diree-
tor of the New Jersey Bell Tele-
phone Co. The ufion exposed this
and showed that he was acting in a
“dutal role” in the strike, both di-
rected against the telephone work-
ers. On the one hand he is a direc-
‘tor, and on the other, as counsel to
the governor, he has been active in
conferences on implementing the

new state anti-strike law and is re-
ported to have had a hand in dI"‘I.W-
ing up the bill.

The climax has come during the
strike where Governor Driscoll has
called on Van Riper and his men to
break the strike. Bitter enemies of
yesterday are today allies in an at-
tempt to crush the working class.
This is one of the bitterest political
lessons that the telephone workers

aré 'learning. Republicans or Demo- -
. erats, they are fundamentally the

same. Their interests are the inter-
ests of big money and industry. At
times they fight among themselves
for power, but when it comes down
to the concrete task of fighting the
working class, they are united.

At stake is the fundamental -right
of workers to use the strike as a
means of struggling for a better life.
The courts, the police, the radio,
and the press, all under the control
of big business are systematically
used against working men and wo-
men.

The local press has carried some
vicious anti-strike editorials. At the
same time any unfavorable publicity
which can bhe illustrated in photos
is printed. One unsuspecting young
operator was tricked into posing for
such a picture. The ranks are aware
of what has been taking place and
angrily denounce the activities of
the press.

On strike are the Traffic Tele-
phone workers, telephone account-
ing workers, Western Electric Em-
ployees Association, the Association
of Communication Equipment Work-
‘ers, :American Union of Telephone
Workers, and the Bell Laborato; ies
Equlpment. Workers.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

BIG Business profits and ‘high prices must be pretty

outrageous indeed for chairman E. G. Nourse of
the government’s Council of Economic Advisers to an-
nounce publicly that industry can and must pay wage
increases without raising prices. Tndeed, the profit po-
sition of most concerns has led the council to the con-
clusion that there is room for both wage increases and
price reductions, according to the New York Journal of
Commerce. Which is precisely the view expressed by
Robert Nathan whose private research agency produced.
a wage-price study for the CIO.

Nourse is reported to have told Truman that indus-

try is not going to reduce prices voluntarily, a fact sup-
ported by independent surveys made by the Wall Street
Journal and the Associated Press.
" Chief concern of the White House is that labor will
become so aroused at'the present situation that a series
of savage strikes will shortly ensue. 8o Truman is put-
ting on a show about pressing business to turn prices
downward.

Just how much worse off are we than on V.J Day?
Back in January, 1945, take-home pay of industrial work-
ers hit $47.50, highest of the war .period. Today, weekly
earnings average just under $47. But the cost of living,
according to the Deparﬂneni of Labor, has soared over
20 per cent since the war's ‘end. So despite all the efforts
of labor to catch up with prices—the auto strike, the
coal strike, ‘the farm -equipment strikes, the ruil strike,
and all the other sirikés—we are 20 per cent worse off
than we were 25 months ago.

Obviously, union leadership has not been aggressive
and militant enough in defense of labor’s position. And
just as obviously, economic action alone has shown it-
self inadequate. Labor must enter the political arena
with an independent party of its own. The Republican-
Democrats are not inferested in defending labor’s po-
sition.

®

THE OIL IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Though Truman, in his statements on U. S. inter-
vention in Greece and Turkey, has not even mentioned
the oil of the Middle East, it is perfectly obvious that a
big factor impelling him to act is the desire to protect
the investments of the U.S. oil trust in the' Middle East.
Here, lJneﬂy, is the history of the Middle Eastward oil
fields.

Just 50 years ago, the German-controlled Baghdad
Railway obtained from the Turkish government rights
for a railroad from ‘Anatolia to Baghdad. The Germans
also attempted to acquire mineral rights in ‘the region
then known as Mesopotamia. Shortly before the First
World War, Germany came close to her goal of con-
trolling the Persian oil fields. She was negoftating with
the British Anglo-Persian 0il Co. and the Royal Dutch-
Shell group, and her insistence in forcing through an
agreement was a prime factor in bringing on the First
Worlad War. At the outbreak of that war, Britain .and

Holland reneged in their agreement with Germany, and

the interests of Germany’s Deutsche Bank in Arabian
oil was taken by the English. After the war, France
managcd to chisel from Britain the 25 per cent interest
in Arabian oil once held by Germany.

About this time, Standard OQil muscled in and de-
manded “equality of commercidl opportunity,” with the
support of Washington. Indeed, the U. S. Depariment of
Commerce invited all interested American oil companies

to ihidet in WasHington, o diseuss’ prticipation by 'U. S,
companies in the development of Middle Eastern oil re-
sources. In 1928 the U. S. companies finally obtained a

23.75 per cent, which ‘subsequently ‘was split eqially ‘be-
tween Standard Oil' of New Jersey and Socony-Vacuum
Oil (formerly Standard Oil of New York). From 1934 te

ByJACKhANGER

1939 Standard Oil of New Jersey was receiving about
9,500 barrels a day frem the Kirkuk field in Iraq.

With the declining importance of European oil coun- .
tries, the oil in the Middle East has become more impor-
tant ‘to ‘the U. -8, -oil trust, which recently announced
plans to invest about $250 millions in Middle East oil.
It is this investment which the U..S. government is
moving to protect.

n S . . _
‘NEW M-DAY PLANS »

At a recent meeting in Chicago of the Navy Indus-
trial Association, Rear Admiral C. E. Braine of ‘the
Navy outlirted the developing plan for industrial mobili-
zation in the next war. The Navy Industrial Association
is composed of the 470 companies who got the gravy
from the Navy in the last war.

Undeér ‘the ‘plan, industrial plants would be segre-
gated into four classifications, depending upon the type
of plant ‘ard the product manufactured. The ultimate
plan of the Navy and Army, it was explained, is to
obtain the total requirenients of a particular product
or type of equipment “in case of an emergency,” and
‘to allocate production to a partlcular plant. The plan
is to have one branch of the service, either the Army
or Navy, order all requirements for a particular prod-
duct, for both.

" L ] -
ECONOMIC NOTES

Amencan consumers must expect to pay over %38
billion in ‘taxes for the fiscal year of 1947, the North-
western Natioral Life Insurance Co. has reported. This
amounts to 22 cents of every dollar in the weekly pay
envelope. Of the total taxes, only $21.5 billions will be
paid directly, in personal income taxes and sales taxes.
The remaining $16.5 billions will be paid through in-
direct “sneak” taxes.

Consumers ‘will contribute over three-quarters of the
combined total of federal, state and local tax revenues,;
which® will add up to $48.5 biilion, absorbing 28 per cent
of Yotal national ‘income, the company stated. . . . Manii-
facturers ‘of men’s shirts have admifted to ‘the New York
Journal of Commerce that the bulk of the white ‘ahd
colored shirts now appearing ‘on the counter at $2(95 dre
compirable to those pre-war ‘shifts selling for ‘79 certs
and 89 cents. The shirts selling today ¥or $3.95 sofd bed
fore the war at ‘about $1.75, the’ report suid. Shirﬂiwlters
snicker at the quality of pre'sent-day shirts.

The Federal Trade Cominmission thas informed Coh-

gress that 1,800 companies have beén gobbled up by

Big Busmess through merger or purchase since 1940,
nghteen of the nation’s *very largest companies”—
meaning those 'with assets above $50 million—absorbed
242 smaller companies, for an average of 13! smallen
companies each.

A sure sign that wages al‘e today inadequate is the
report of the U. 8. Brewers Foundation, which admitted
the other day that in February the nation’s brewers
sold only 85 barrels of beer for every 100 sold a year
ago. One New York tavern operator told the- Wall
Street Journal that beer sales in the city were 30 per
cent below a year ‘ago. The manager of a big Cleveland
tavern said that his March sales were 37 per cent be-
low a year ago. Said he: “The reason is plain. It's the
same thing that, has cut liquor sales 40 per cent to 50
per cent. People just don’t have the money to buy.” In
Detmlt a’ spokesman for 'a tavern association compris-
ing 500 taverns said that overall tavern business on
beer, wines, and liquors was running 85-40 per ‘cent
balbw a year ago, and out in San Francisco taverhmen
sdid sales have plummeted as much ‘as 60 per eent from
the 1946 level.

We Propose A Mass Labor Demonstration in Washmgfon - -

(Continued from page 1)

which would deter the company from
running thousands of scabs into the
striick ‘plant. THéte 'is nothlig in ‘the
act making it unlawful for the com-
pany to hire scabs. The act merely
recognizes the right of the worker
to refrain from Wworking if this" is
his desire. Mass picketihg ‘comés tn-
der the head of “unlawful Toncerted
activities.” If a ‘méss ‘picket line is
put out, a “secondary boycott” is in-
voked or a “sympathetic strike” ‘is
engaged in, the employer may sue
the uhion, the unioh 'Toses its ‘Wag-
ner Act rights Tor a'year and may
be prosecutel':l under theé ant: trust
laws.

Unions will be required to file a
statement annually with the Depart-
ment of Labor, reporting their finan-
cial transactions. It would be unlaw-
ful for uniohs (and corporations) to
make political contributions 'in any
election mvolvmg a federal office.
This means of course that no union
could, under this bill, make financial
contributions to a labor party which
was running candidates for any fed-
eral office. Capitalist millionaires
may confinue to make huge contri-
butions to the Republican and Demo-
cratic Part:es, but the organizations
of labor may not contribute to la-
bor’s own ‘political organizations.
Company unions are;permitted if
they are ‘not ‘‘company dominated.®
Unions may ‘expel a member for
membership in‘ or ' ‘promoting the
Commupnist Party. There is a section
on “union democracy” which makes
it unlawful not to have a secret bal-
lot on dues, assessmenis or policy
questions. (How would this have
worked in the case of the’ wartime
no-strike pledge") Uniohs may not
fine or discipline ' members who crit-
icize the orgamzatmn or its officers.
A member may be expelled for dis-
closing conﬁdentlal union informa-
tion and for scandalous conduct tend-
ing to bring the labor organization
into disrepute.

STOP AND THINK!

These are the really important
sections of this bill, The bill is de-
signed to brmg the organized labor
movement complelely uader the con-
trol of the government. Under this
bill the unions will no Jlonger be
unions but somethmg approaching
the Labor Front of Hitler and the
Stalinist bureaucratlzed GPU labor
front of the Russmn factories. The
unions would be completely st:ﬁed
deg'raded and regunented. ’I'hey

would come under the full control
of three bureaucrats in Washington,
a labor front administrator, the
President and Congress —all doing
the will and the bidding of the capi-
talist employers.

No sphere of union activily and
working ‘class activity is left uncov-
eréd by this bill. ‘No -worker should
be influenced to any degree in favor
of this bill; not even by that most
hypocritical section entitled ‘“union
democracy.” Instead of being favor-
ably "influenced by this secfion, this
is the very part which should make
every worker §top and think. What
worker will believe that the capi-
talist employers and their political
deputies in the government at Wash-
ington have any genuine interest in
internal union démocricy? Noboily
in ‘the government made any propo-
sal daring the war, for instance, that
all matters of union policy should be
submitted to “secret ballot” of the
membership. They ~well knew that
if such a ballot had been taken, the
rank and file of the unions would
have voted in many instances against
the no-strike pledge which the 1éad-
ership had given in a most i.mﬂemo-
cratic manner.

Furthermore; who are these people
who talk about “union democracy”?
They are the henchmen of the capi-

talist ruling class: capitalism’s politi-

cal ‘committee of management, That
is what this government at Washing-
ton is. This should be'¢clear mow 1o
the most backward worker. We have
it right outsof their own mouths in
this “union control” bill. They are for
union democracy only when they be-
lieve that workers are too backward
and ignorant ‘to know: where their
interests lie. They are for ‘union
democracy” only so long as they be-
lieve that the unions will vote the
capitalist way.

CAPITALIST BANDITRY
This ‘capitalist ruling class is a
brazen group of exploiters. They

"had their way during the war and

made billions in profits and distrib-
uted billions in dividends and inter-
est to themselves. After the world
had been saved from Hitler and for
democracy they made more billions
in profits and interest. In order ‘Lhat
these profits and dividends mlght not
be lowered they demanded the scut-
tling of tHe OPA' and got it from
their willing and obedient govern-
ment at Washington. Twenty - nine
hundred torporations with 1946 prof-
its of six b1111on dollars demanded

. el

protectlon. from their government.

The meat packers increased wages
by a very modest amount but sent
wholesale prices ap 90 per cent, Ar-
mour's profit increase in 1946 over
1945 was over 200 per cent. All the
meat industry needed in price in-
crease to repay it for the wage in-
crease was less than 2 per centxbut
they took 90 per cent. To pay for a
wage increase which could have been
covered by a 7 per cent increase in
prices, the tcxtile industry took 31
per cent, The big capitalist corpora-
tions first packed away billions in
profits. Then they demanded price
increases to pay for small wage in-
creases, refusing to pay the higher
wages ouf of profits.

Another interesting fact is the ex-
posure of the contention of the hig
capitalists that they do not have a
-sufficient return on their investment.
Well, the profits of the 2,900 corpo-
rations reported by the National City
Bank of New York® represented a
915 per cent return on their com-
bined capital and surplus. In. 1945 this
return was about 8 per cent. U. S.
Steel's return rose from 8 per cent
in 1945 to 12 per cent in 1946.

The biggest jumps in profits, re-
turn on investment and ‘price in-
creases took place in the meat in-
dustry, the food industry, the textile
industry and in steel."This means in
the leading basic indusiries and in
those industries which supply the
masses of the people with the neces-
sities of life,

The only reason that similar jumps

have not taken place in rent is that'

the real estate brigands have hot yet
succeeded in getting the rent ceilings
removed. This will come later. Every
squealing ‘group of capitalist ex-
ploiters will have its day at' the
trough.

What we have said above is not
the whole story of the BIG GRAB.
They got their billions in profits.
They distributed millions in divi-
derids and interest to themselves and
théir kind. They ran the prices up
and put an iron ceiling on wages.
And then, they started post-war pro-
duction with 58,000,000 workers em-
ployed. They manufactured consum-
er goods, but they did not put these
goods in the-stores. The big capitalist
manufacturers  put the stuff the
workers made into the warehouses
and kept them there. Big and con-
tinlidus production and big inven-
tories. 'The warehousés are bursting
with the -goods which the people

i

need. The big banks are burstmg
also. Everything is going up: profits,
dividends and 1nventorles BUT NOT
WAGES.

BOSSES’ GOVERNMENT

Why? We have been told for fifty
years that production Wwill raise the
standard of living, that high produc-
tion means lower prices and higher
wages. The reason is simple, The big
capitalist manufacturers have fasted
blood. They produce "and pack the
goods away in their warehouses.
They create an artificial shortage.
And then they raise the prices again,
Therefore the warehouses burst with
goods the people need. The big banks
are bursting too. The big capitalists
are having their day. A tidal wave
of profits, big inventories, glorious
prices, billions on deposit, gigantic
dividends and LOW WAGES.

It is after all this that the big capi-
talists go to THEIR GOVERNMENT
AT WASHINGTON and say: “Protect
Us from Labor.” “Give Us Company
Security.” “Scrap the Wagner Act.
Open the Union Books.” “Free Spéech
for Employers.” “Unions Are Com-
binations in Restraint of Trade.”
“Down with the Dictitorship of La-
bor Lieaders.” “Liabor” Wants a Finger
in Our Pie.” “What This ‘Couniry
Needs Is More Injunctions.” “If La-
bor Wants More Wages, Let It Pro-
duce More.”

They get away with it too. They
are ‘successful. They succeed because
they have a government of their
own. They have a President of their
own and of their own choosing. They
have their own courts to protect them
and theirs. They send their people
into the Cabineét, to Congress and. to
the White House. Later they take
their people out of the government
and bring them back to the corpora-
tion. They 'Tnake 'better corporation
executives affter a season in Con-
gress, on the bénch or in the Cabi-
net. It is good for the health of a
capitalist business enterprise which
has Bfficers- who have served their
country in the Treasury Department,
the Justice Department, the White
House or in Congress.

WHAT LABOR CAN DO

What is organized labor doing
about all this? Specifically what are
we doing about these anti-labor bills;
these bills to wreck the unions and
make 'the ' capitalist employers
stronger even than they are today?
We are not doing ‘'much, While prof-
its and prices _For‘ﬂ.inué to ‘rise and

L]

wages remain low, we who are the
majority in this country and in the
world, - only solace ourselves with
the vain hope that the capitalist em-
ployers and their government at
Washington will be fair and demo-
cratic. The trade union leadership is
at the end of its rope. It doesn’t know
what to do. It doesn't even know
enough to unite the labor movement:
the AFL, CIO and the railway unions.
It sees the capitalist class united, but
it leaves the. trade union movement
and the working class divided. It
sees the NAM, the U. S. Chainber of
Commerce and other employer or-
ganizations marching on Washington.
But the labor leaders sit in their of-

" fices, write speeches and plead with

the capitalist bosses and the capi-
talist government' ndt to Kill ‘thé
goose which lays the golden egg.
We believe that organized labor
can do somethmg The trade unions
must do something. What can laber
do? It seems to us that the first ‘Lhmg

‘to do_is simple: UNITE IMMEDIATE-‘

LY FOR JOINT ACTION to defeat
‘the anti-laber bills in the Sena,t.e|I and
House of Representatwes. What is
so difficult about this? Why hasn't it
‘been done? Is it because the workers
‘are agamst such a step? T!us is non-
‘'sense. The labor movement is divid-
ed today hecaulse the leadership dues
not want a umted labor movement'
The ranks of dabor wnuld ‘wgladly
unite because they really have felt
‘the blow on their backs.

What kind of joint action could a
united labor movement engage in?
It could follow the capitalist bosses
into Washingion and demonstrate
‘against the anti-labor bills. Labor
can defeat these bills if the trade
unions will unite and act. .

A MASS DEMONSTRATION OF
LABOR 'in Washington would ‘defeat
thése bills. Every local in the coun-
try, from the AFL, CI0, the Brother-
hoods ‘#nd the indiapénﬁént tihiohs,
could elect 'delegates, thousands ‘of
theit, to ‘g0 to Washington and DEM-
ONSTRATE AT THE CAPITOL. If
the capitalist bosses ¢an MARCH
ON WASHINGTON, so can labor.

A MINIMUM PROPOSAL.

A united labor movement could
urge a JOINT SESSION OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE to hear the
proposals of organized labor on the
“union-control” bills, What's wrong
with this? Wasn't this Congress sent
to Washington by the votes of the
working people? Since the working

people seﬁt these men and women
to Congress, why can't these work-
ing people go to Washington and ‘tell
Congréss what they want “done “and
what they don't want done? Is it
only the capitalist manufacturers
and bankers who can tell Congress
what to do?

Certainly we can ask for a JOINT
SESSION "OF CONGRESS on these
“union -'control” bills, ‘on these bills
to “curb laber.” The unions ‘of the
unitéd labor ‘movernent can elect
representatives to appear ‘béfore ‘this
JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE arid argué Tabor's ¢4se:
Whilé the elected l‘ebresﬂﬁlathres of
labor are aﬂdressmg the * Congress,
the ‘thoisands of ‘uniionists ‘van stand
oufside “the  Capitol in Solid 'array
waitinig for the refurn' of theéir rep-
resentatives to report what the “rep-
resefitativés of the people” "had ‘to
say. Who could possibly ‘raise any
objection to such a genuinely ‘demo-
cratic procedure?

The representatives of labor ap-
pearing before such a joint session
of Congress could tell the lawmakers
that' labor' demands the retention ‘of
the Wagner Act and without the
amendments proposed. KEEP THE
NLRB. NO INJUNCTIONS against
labor or the trade unions. AMEND
THE NORRIS-LA ‘GUARDIA ‘ACT
TO INCLUDE THE GOVERNMENT.
‘No" Anti*Closed Shop Legislation. IN-
DUSTRY-WIDE BARGAINING. NO
EMPLOYER or“ ' GOVERNMENT
SUITS AGAINST ' ‘UNIONS. No
Legislation Barring  Members of
Political Parties from Union Mem-
bershrp

What is proposed here, if carried
out, would be ‘only ‘a small step for

) Iabor in_the direction of protecting’

tlu; interests of “the working " péople
of this country.’ But such ‘a "MASS
DEMONSTRATION ‘OF LABOR' AT
WASHINGTON by “a unitéd 'labor
movement would produce b’eﬁdﬂdﬂ
rcsu]h for h,]l ‘df Tabor ‘in the 0. 8.
What is proposed here is only a
small gesture which labor can make.
It is not enough We have madde ‘it
‘clear that this is not our govérnment,
No demonstration or series of dem-
onstrations at Washington alone Will
make ‘it our government Such a dem-
onstration, however, will "tell the
capitalist class and its political hires,
’Imgs that we meéan business. We ma‘y
be 'on the défenswe, but at least we
can take time ‘out to think ‘things

'ov?r get a new brogram -md ﬂeclde
'what to do next )
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Which Side Should Militant Workers Support?

By BEN HALL P

AVING been toppled out
H of the president’s chair
by Walter P. Reuther, the de-
feated R. J. Thomas, surround-
ed by his closest allies in the
United Automobile Workers
Union, clambered up on a chair
in his convention hotel room
last year and barked out his
plans of vengeance. First and
chief plank in his platform:

4 R [}

we're going to shove that pres-
ident’s gavel out of the hands of the

Redhead. Only h(, put 1L far less
delicately.

WALTER REUTHER
Fighting Stalinist Bloc

The plight of this ousted official
‘wasg neither unusual nor unexpected.
After all, he had been president of
the UAW whose ranks had gained
maturity and self-confidence while
perfecting the art of the sit-in strike.
After defeating the billion dollar
automobile monopolists, they could
never learn to be shy about deposing
their own leaders. The UAW’ official
who cannot keep pace with the de-
mands of his irrepressible member-
ship, finds life unpleasant and un-
predictable.

At the moment when Reuther was
inducted into the presidency, the
fires of factionalism, which had been
banked during the war years, burst
into angry flame. For a long while
two groups had been maneuvering
and counter-maneuvering for control
of the union but neither had been
successful. R. J. Thomas, whose
chief assets are a booming voice and
an ability to prove that he is mis-
quoted, was lifted into the presiden-
cy only because his talents had him
ideally fitted to fill the required role
of buffer between the two evenly bal-
anced factions: the faction headed

by Reuther and the Stalinist-sup-
ported faction headed by George
Addes, secretary-treasurer of the
unicn. Upon his defeat, however,
Thomas swung over to the anti-
Reuther camp taking along with him
whatever independent following he
could muster. The Thomas-Addes-
CP bloe retained control over the
International Executive Board. A
violent conflict began between the
president ard the board.

THE INTERNAL CONFLICT
DOMINATES UAW LIFE

The internal life of the union is
now dominated by this conflict. In-
creasingly the whole active layer of
the union’s membership is being
drawn in. Who triumphs in local un-
ion elections; who goes to education-
al conferences, veterans’ conferences,
conventions is decided less and less
as a popularity contest among the
candidates and more and more as a
contest between the respective fac-
tions,

It would indeed be strange if this
conflict, which has aroused almost
the entire thinking membership of the
union to fake sides, and to take sides
with passion and enthusiasm, found
the socialist elements in the union
loke-warmly neutral or coldly indif-
ferent fo the outcome. We socialists
believe, and we #ry to convince
others, that the efforts and struggles
of-the working class must be directed
toward the eiiubllshmen! of a work-
ing élass government which will com-
pletely destroy the power of the cap-
italist class of bankers and mondpc-
lists by taking in:lusfry out of their
ands. And we maintain that these in-
dustries must be organized and run
not for the profits or privileges of
any tiny exploiting class but for the
needs of the people. But we do not
stand on the sidelines skaking a finger
at our fellow union members until #his
happy eventuality comes to pass. We
are part and parcel of the living,
breafhing, ﬁghtlng labor - movement
dud “we support, danlId and furﬂtcr
evéry movement or tendency which
strengthens the forces of the working
class. Such a tendency, despite its
many shortcomings, despite its errors
of omission and commission, is the
Reuther faction in the UAW,

“What are the main aims and chief
distinguishing characteristics of the
opposing factions? If we classified
all the arguments and tied them
together into consistent patterns we °
would find that they can be broken
down into two major analyses.

THE TWO BASIC
POINTS OF VIEW

1) One analysis would run some-
what as follows: The Reuther cau- ,
cus represents a reactionary, “red-
baiting,” “right-wing” group which,
by demagogy, has succeeded in dup-
ing a few progressive workers. Its
attack on the anti-Reutherites is pri-

Why Stalinists Won

In the Ford

By DON SHANNON

DETROIT, April 7—The month-long
elections of Ford Local 600, UAW-
CIO, have been concluded with an
overwhelming victory of Thomas
Thompson, Stalinist - supported in-
cumbent president. Out .of approxi-
mately 32,000 ballots cast in the elec-
tion, Thompson received 20,075 votes
‘to the 6,916 votes of his nearest op-
ponent, Michael Magee, a plant com-
mitteeman supported by the Asso-
ciation of Catholic Trade Unionists.

" Robert Lieberman, former Stalin-
ist editor of the loc¢al union paper,
who ‘alsp ran against Thompson,
polled a paltry 1,303 votes. All mem-
bers of the Thompson slate were re-
elected to office except the candi-
date for financial secretary, who will
be in a run-off election with his
closest opponent.

. The re-election of Thompson, who
supports- the Addes-Thomas-Leonard
bloc, seriously imperils the re-elec-
tion of Walter P, EReuther to the
presu]ency of the UAW at the forth-
coming ' national convention. Reu-
ther’s victories in a series of smaller
locals will -be offset if the Addes
group can succeed in carrying their
present sweep into the next conven-
tion voting.

Local 600, with more than 65,000
members, is the world’s largest local
union. In winning, Thompson smashed
tradition by becoming the first presi-
dent of the local ever to be re-elect-
ed. Previously he had been vice-
president for four years.

Most observers credit Thompson’s
easy victory to the 1ed-?aiting drive
staged by the ACTU -group against
Thompson and his slate during the
campaign. By baxtmg the Thompson

Local Fight

group as “Communists,” the Magee
slate merely succeeded in identify-
ing itself in the minds of the Ford
workers as a,part of the Ford Motor
Company’s long-time effort to smash
the union. Remembering the organ-
izational period of Local 600, when
company agents attempted to crush
the union by smearing all unionists
as “reds,” the Ford workers awarded
Thompson an overwhelming vote of
confidence.

The reactionary -ACTU group in
Local 600 by their vicious tactics suc-
ceeded only in driving the best ele-

ments among the Ford workers into _

the Stalinist camp and heavily
strehgthened the conservative Ad-

* des - Thomas - Leonard cligue on the

International Executive Board.

The results of the Local 600 elec-
tion should serve as a serious warn-
ing to all militant unionists in the
UAW. If the Addes-Thomas-Leonard
group, behind which stand the Sta-
linists, is to be defeated, that neces-
sary task cannot be performed by
the kind of tactics used by the ACTU
group in Local 600. Only by boldly
presenting a militant, progressive
program will the combination of
conservative union bureaucrats and
reactionary Stalinists be defeated.
The results in Local 600 underline
this fact: if the progressives—that. is,
the militants grouped around the
Reuther caucus—are to win out, they
must bear this essential lesson in
mind. The Stalinists can be defeated,
not by “pure and simple” red-haiting,
but by exposing them as enemies of
the labor' movement who work as
agents of a dictatorial state and by.
counterposing to them a militant,
fighting program,

i

marily: a reflection of the anti-
“Soviet,” anti-“red” campaign of
United States imperialism. The
Addes-Thomas-CP bloc on the con-
trary represents a grouping which
fights for a more militant “left-
wing” policy and resists the reac-
tionary program of ‘Reuther. This
group contains conservatives; it va-
cillates and compromises; but be-
cause it is by and large progressive,

we must support it; we must help

to weaken the influence of the con-
servatives within it so that it may
be enabled the better to defeat the
Reuther tendency.

~ Such an analysis,” we reject com-
pletely.

2) The second analysis, which "we
put forward, is as follows: The most
militant radical elements "in the
UAW are seeking a new social pro-
gram for the struggle against the
capitalist class and at the same time
increasingly understand the vreac-
tionary nature of Stalinism. They
do not understand the problem com-
pletely and therefore they allow
themselves to be provoked into er-
rors by the CP. But it is on the basis
of genuinely progressive and radical
aims that they rally around the
Reuther banner.

The Addes-Thomas-CP bloc rep-
resents a reactionary coalition of the
most conservative sections of the la-
bor leadership with Stalinism. We
conclude that all class conscious
workers should support the Reuther
tendency. They will find some con-
servatives or reactionaries within it
and they must fight against such in-
fluences the better to defeat the re-
actionary Addes-Thomas-CP bloc.

PUBLIC PLATFORMS
AND FANCY SPEECHES

What facts justify our conclu-
sions? Merely to quote from the

“platforms” of either group, assum-
ing that such hard and fast docu-
ments ex:sted would not be corivine-
ing. :Nor would. a" repetition 'of* the
banquet speeches of the leaders be
any more satisfying. Platforms are
too frequently formulated to catch
votes and not to outline real inten-
tions. Candidates for office make
many promises and voters are wary
of the election promise or the fine
speech

‘However, although platforms and
speeches can seldom be faken at face
value, they ‘have some significance.
He who declares himself against the
no-strike pledge obviously appeals to
a certain tendency among unlonists;
he depends upon an entirely different
group of workers. That either.or both
candidates may be calculatingly am-
bitious or insincere does not ‘alter
these facts.

Takmg all these aspects into con-
sideration, the true ¢haracter of the
two contending camps can be best
clarified by examining their course
of action over a whole period of

vears and by determining their
stands on a series of important
questions.

ON_MANY POINTS
BOTH GROUPS AGREE

On many important questions all
the top leaders of the UAW ™ in both
factions and most, but not all, of
their followers have been in agree-
ment. They surrendered premium
pay for week-end work in the name
of .a farcical “Equality of Sacrifice”
program; they stubbornly supported
Roosevelt; they endorsed the no-
strike pledge; opposed the formation
of a Labor Party; accepted the

Results of ACTU Policy

freezing; kowtowed to the War La-
bor Board.

Many articles in LABOR ACTION
were devoted to proving how in all
these instances both groups aected
against the interests of the workers.
On many important quest:ons, even
today, if the two groups do not see
eye to eye, they face in the same di-
rection. But while they are united
by “these points of agreement, they
are separated by many antagonisms.
We do not dwell on these similarities
here but simply indicate that they
exist because our aim is to make
clear the difference between them...
differences which are of great im-
portance.

INCENTIVE PAY A
KEY DIFFERENCE

When the Addes group proposed
an “incentive pay” plan one of the
first faction fights of the war period
was precipitated. ‘“Incentive pay”
was simply a fancy name for the
old piece-work system so hated by
the UAW ranks. Reuther was the
chief ‘of the forces- that fought
against the Addes proposal.

i
GEORGE ADDES
In Stalinist Bloc

The line-up in this fight was clear.
The most seasoned ‘unionists had al-
ways fought the piece-work system
as a form of intensified exploitation
which pitted worker against worker,
as a means of cutting wages in the
guise of raising them. Flag-waving
and patriotic phrases did not alter
their opinions. They suppqr’ied Reu-
ther.

The more backward workers, how-
ever, who had the least experience
in the union movement, tendefl to fa-
vor the institution of incentive pay
as a quick and easy means of raising
their take-home pay in a period when
wages were frozen.

His opponents kept asking Reu-
ther: “If qyou are against this
scheme, how do you propose to get
wage increase?”’ And he could not
reply, because his support of Roose-
velt and the war, his acceptance of
the no-strike pledge, and his accept-
ance of the wage freeze pree!uded
any real struggle.

But this could not shake the op-
ponents of ‘piece-work. They were
far sighted enough despite Reuther’s
weaknesses to refuse to saddle them-
selves with this new burden. They
were willing to face a short term
loss for a long term gain. The line
of division on this question is be-

in Ford Local:

tween the more advanced, more far
sighted on the one hand and the
more backward, more short-sighted
on the other.

The proponents of incentive pay,
the Stalinists who greeted the
scheme as a means of squeezing out
greater production for Russia; and
their non-Stalinist allies, the labor
officials who sought to appeuse the
demands for higher wages by pan-
dering to the lowest instinets of the
‘backward elements—these are the
elements who compose the anti-Reu-
ther camp today. ~

A RANK AND FILE CAUCUS

"GAINS MUCH SUPPORT

The strength of 'the union move-
ment was undermined by the war-
time no-strike pledge. If continued

. over a long period of ‘time, this pol-

iey necessarily would have so sapped
the vitality of the labor movement
that it would have been sub]eet to
disastrous defeat. The. WORI{ERS
PARTY and LABOR ACTION .con-
demned this policy and denounced
all those labor leaders, including
Reuther, who defended it.

As the destructive effect of the
pledge made itself plumly evident
dissatisfaction mounted in the UAW.
This discontent crystallized in the for.
mation of the Rank ‘and File Cducus,
a third group mdepindeni of the Reu-
thér and the Addes factions, both of

which supported the pledge. At the

1945 convention the Rank and File

Caucus was supported by more than
one-third of the delegates. Because
this movement obviously represenf&d
a growing radical, militant tendency,
it ig especially instructive to witness
its effect on the Addes and on the

Reuther factions.

The Addes-Thomas-CP bloe eame
into open and head on collision with
the rank and file movement. The CP
supplied ideological guidance for a
campaign of denunciation and slan-

"_de;r which borrowed all the epithets

in the“Stalinist vocabulary. The an-
ti-Reutherites insisted upon the un-
conditional retention of the no-strike
pledge. The Reuther faction; how-
ever, tried vainly to reach'a compro-
mise with the Rank and File Group.
Reuther himself proposed a middle
of the road policy: retain the pledge
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in war industries; abandon it in non-
war industries. But the Rank and
File'caucus would not accept such a
compromise. It continued the fight at
and after the convention for an un-
qualified revocation of the pledge.

REUTHERITE MILITANTS
AIDED RANK AND FILE

As the convention proceeded 'to
vote on the pledge, the Reuther for-
ces -were all but wiped out. The
Addes camp held on to its votes. The
Rank and File mustered a tremen-
dous vote. Reuther was left with a
small balance of power group. The
lessons of this fight were clear:

The Addes-fhomas-cr bloc, ‘based
as it was upon “the ‘least radical and
the most chauvinist elements was able
to remain qompurcﬂvely immune to
fhe eﬁlch of the radical anti-pledge
dgihﬂen. ‘The Reuther faction, how-
ever, based "as it was upon thé more
militant qlemen!l was left Imnglng in
mid-air when its’ bnse moved shatply
to the left under 'the impetiis ‘of the
campaign agdinst the'pledge. The ele-

_menh composing the Reuther lendm-

cy were ready to go farther to the
left than their leader Réuthér ‘was
able or willing to go.

The rank and file movement as an

independent grouping has by now
disappeared. ‘The- reason is simple:
it has been reabsorbed into the Reu-
ther faction, As a labor leader who
believes in" the maintenance of the
capitaliet system of society, Reuther
was greatly limited by the restric-
tions which his support of the capi-
talist war-imposed. When the war
came to an end, he was able to allow
himself more elbo\.\ room. He has
been able to “catch up with” his
rank and file wh:ch had moved
ahead of him in wartime. The ele-
ments ‘that spearheaded the fight
against the pledge in 1944 and 1945
are today in the Reuther camp, note-
worthy among them the leaders of
the ‘progressive group in Briggs Lo-
cal 212,

SPLIT IN WAYNE COUNTY
CIO COUNCIL ON STRIKE

During the war, a split occurred
in the Detroit and Wayne County
Union Council (CIO).
This split was the direct result of a

Wage Fight Sharpens in Detroit'

UAW Strike Notice on

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, April 13 — Two major
events in the auto industry this past
week hastened the long -delayed
showdown between the UAW -CIO
and the auto industry over wage in-
creases to meet the inflationary cost
of living.

The union filed a 30-day strike no-
tice against the Chrysler Corporation,
following a series of futile negotia-
tions that have dragged on since last
October. At the membership meet-
ings of various Chrysler locals in
this area, the decision was backed
by the rank and file, which showed
signs of dissatisfaction and a mood
of militancy. Minor walkouts have
flared up recently in some of the
shops.

GM auto workers were expected to
turn down a proposal of the corpo-
ration for a “temporary 10-cent hour-

ly wage increase,” which GM pro-
posed to the unioh negotiating com-
mittee that began its negotiations last
Thursday.

Walter P. Reuther UAW-CIO pres-
ident, denounced the company offer
as inadequate and stated it was ob-
viously a feeler advanced for bar-
gaining purposes.

-

CHRYSLER PROPOSES WAGE CUT

In contrast to the GM offer, the’
Chrysler Corporation pr opesed to re-
classify thousands of workers, cut-
ting their wages from five to twenty
cents an hour!

Chrysler also proposed to strength-
en the company security proviswns
‘giving them a bigger hold over the
stewards, and had the effrontery to
propose that the union pay the stew-
ards, instead of grievances being
handled on company time!

The Chrysler union department,

difference in policy resulting from
the Montgomery-Ward strike. The
company had “defied” the War La-
bor Board by refusing to accept its
decisions and sought to smash the
Department Store Union (CI0). To
defend its very existence, the union
was compelled to strike despite'the
fact that it too had taken the pledge.

The strike received the active and
enthusiastic support of the entire
labor movement of the Detroit area,

with the exception of the Wayne g

R. J. THOMAS
Wants Presidency Again

County Council which was contr oued
by the Addes-CP bloc. The latter de-

‘manded abandonment of the strike

in accordance with its defense of ‘an
“unconditional”’  no-strike pledge
even though such a policy meant
the speedy cxtiietion of the clerks
union. But the opposing group, led
by the pro-Reuther  forces,
back from such a suicidal policy ‘and
set up its owin coordinating commit-
tee outside of the Council to aid the
strike. The split dates from this il-
luminating episode.

Those who contend that the Reu-
ther tendenc}‘,' represents a “yield-

(Continued on page 6)

Chr ys?lér

headed by Norman Mathews, had no
recourse after such an arrogant atti-
tude on the part of the company
than to call for a strike vote.

In view of the failure of the dunion
leadership fo obtain an agreement on
retroactive pay from the termina-
tion ‘of the last contract, January 26,
the company has been saving mil-
lions of dollars in wages simply by
stalling negotiations!

Another disturbing feature of the
Chrysler situation is the apparent
agreement between the company and
the union to keep the “differénces
out of the public press,” which means

that the union is gagged from pre-

senting its case to the people.

At Chrysler Local 7, a motion was
passed by the membership urging the
International Executive Board meet-
ing in New York City this week to
plan a nation-wide walkout of the
auto workers,

~

Contrasts Ford and Chrysler Local Elections

DETROIT—Let the militants in the

“Reuther caucus study the results of

the recent UAW elections. Most illu-
minating is the contrast between
Chrysler Local 7, R. J. Thomas' own
local, where the previous administra-
tion, which backed the Addes-Thom-
as-Stalinist bloc, was wiped out in a
smashing 2-to-1 victory for the pro-
Reuther forces; and Ford Rouge Lo-
cal 600, which witnessed a total fiasco
for the so-called right wing and a
landslide 3-to-1 victory for the anti-
Reuther bloc. Why this sharp differ-
ence? To understand what otherwise
might be a puzzling situation, ome
need only consult the reports of our
correspondents, Walter Jason and
Don Shannon, in the March 17 issue
of LABOR ACTION.

In Local 7, the victorious group
headed. by Joe Hattley, its candidate
for president, campaigned for a posi-
tive, advanced, progressive program.
On the basis of this ‘program, Jason
points out, it won over many former
Thomas: supporters and ihdependents,
mcludmg a substantial majority of

the shop committee and chief stew-
ards. The Thomas-Stalinist adminis-
tration bloc distinguished itself by a
reactionary appeal against “outside
elements” and a red-baiting slander
campaign against “secialists and
Trotskyists.”

In Local 600, the Thompson-Stalin-
ist administration ticket had no pro-
gram whatsoever. It had accomplished
nothing in its term of office. It had
to overcome a “tradition” against the
re-election of the old administration.
Nevertheless, this Thompson, anti-
Reuther group was able to over-
whelm its opponents and secure an
unguestioned victory on the first
ballot. How did this happen?

HAD NO PROGRAM

‘Our reporter Shannon writes:
“Farly last week, the ACTU -con-
trolled slate headed by Michael Ma-
gee entéred the fray with the most
vicious red-baiting campaign wit-
nessed in any local union election to
date....Unable to attack Thompson
on other issues, for there are none,
inasmuch as the. programs of both

groups are similar, the ACTU has
made the red scare the issue of the
campaign.”

To this we must add: the former
leader of the anti-Stalinist forces in
Local 600, Joe McCusker, during his
administration as president . of the
local, was noted only for his super-
zeal in defending the rotten Ford
company-security contract,

In both Local 600 and Local 7 the
workers repudiated those who cam-
paigned on the basis of a pure and
simple red-baiting platform. The
Governor of Michigan, Kim Sigler,
is raising a big hullaballoe against
“reds” in the unions. He wanis to
stick his fingers into the wunions in
order to pull out the “Communists.”

* But the workegs don't want any capi-

talist politicians to interfere in their
orga.mzations, knowing full well that
such intervention would endanger
every aggressive union fighter. They
are therefore quite wary of "“red-
ba,ltmg

In Packard Local 19{) for example,
it is said that thé company mailed

out a special appeal to its employees
to get rid of ‘the “reds.” The result
was a total victory for the Addes-
Stalinist adininistration of the local!
1t is clear that Sigler’s campaign
helps the CP to retain its infiluence
in the union movement. Progressive-
minded workers are often afraid to
attack the CP because they fear that
this will play ‘into the hands of a
Sigler. But where, as in Local 7, the
opposition to the CP is clearly a pro-
gressive, militant opposition, .the
workeérs have no hesitation in rally-
ing to its support.

DANGER IN LOCAL 7

In Local 600, however, the “bril-
iant” campaign of the anti-Stalinists
was brain-trusted, as we 'have seen,
by the Association of Catholic Trade
Unionists (ACTU) and that organiza-
tion deserves full “credit” for the
Addes-Thompson-Stalinist victory. In
the UAW today, the militants are be-
coming more and more aware of the
need for a new progressive, sodial
program for the labor movement.

SRR SR, S

That is why Reuther, who raised rad-
ical slogans during the GM strike,
was elected to the presidency instead
of Thomas. The ACTU, on the other
hand, warms over a stale rehash of
the cold stew dished out by the Ad-
des-Thomas-CP bloc spiced only by
ihe pepper of “anti-communism.” But
for such a program we don't need the
caucus now assembled around Walter
Reuther. The Addes-Thomas group is
good enough for that.

Rumor has it that in Local 7 the

supporters of ACTU “are (rying to
play the same tune as they played
in Loeal 600. With this difference,
their “red-baiting” campaign in Lo-
cal 7 is directed not against the CP
‘but against the very militants within
the Reuther caucus who assured the
defeat of the Addes-Thomas-CP bloc.

If the ACTU had its way, Local 7
would be converted into another Lo-
cal 600. For the perfect formula for
a total fiasco, consult the ACTU.
What is most ironiec is this: the
ACTUers have beén building thein-
selves a reputation of being “shrewd,
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Politician of the Half-Truth

Henry A. Wallace is abroad in Europe

+ and a lot of important American politi-

cians are stirred up into a rage over it.”

" Wallace, who likes to talk and exercises”

this liking at every possible opportunity,
is currently denounced as a “traitor,”
“conspirator abroad to weaken the hand
of his government,” etc. Various Senators
of both political parties in Congress and
others have tried to outdo one another in
attacking Wallace.

For his part, Wallace hasn't spared his
verbal attacks upon the Truman adminis-
tration, with its "Truman Doctrine."” He
"has accused Truman of “ruthless imperial-
ism," of seeking to stretch an American
empire from one end of the world to an-
other, of preparing actively for war
.against Russia and has even suggested
that the world might be better off if Great
Britdin, and not America, could provide
international leadership! Clearly, there is
a rather basic political cleavage in the
ranks of the disintegrating Democratic
Party. The most violent defenders of Tru-
man against the attacks of Wallace, his
fellow party members, have been the vari-
ous spokesmen for Republican Party for-
eign policy like Senator Vandenberg. The
Wallace junket to Europe has stirred up a
real hornets’ nest! The controversy is

" bound to increase, as Wallace continues
'hi.;-_iourl, elsewhere.

Why this storm of bitterness over Wal-

lace? Evidently many of his remarks and

jibes at Truman and his policy hit home.

They have the effect of throwing so many
monkey wrenches into the imperialistic
conspiracies and plots being cooked up by
Traman, in conjunction with reactionary
Republjcans. They are embarrassing
truths — accusations of ‘imperialism, bad
faith, war preparations, efforts to estab-
lish world domination, illicit trading of
food and credits for foreign support, ete.
Wallace, former Vice-President and an old
hand in this game, knows what is going
on.

The labor movement would make a
grave mistake if it underestimated in any
way the seriousness of the anti-labor legis-
lation that is being worked out by a big
business Congress in Washington. But it
would make an equally grave mistake if it
continued to overlook, or considered un-
important, the anti-labor measures al-
ready passed in several states. "Taking
advantage of labor’s concentrated atten-
tion on the Washington scene, the lobbies
of big business proceeded to initiate and
pass legislation in the states identical and
similar to that now before Congress. A
few examples will suffice to paint a clear
picture of what has happened in recent
months.

Arkansas, Georgia, Tennessee and
North and South Dakota have already
passed anti-closed shop laws. Similar
drastic bills are before the legislatures
of Missouri, Oregon, Wisconsin; Delaware

. and Maryland. They follow a like pattern:
“outlaw the closed shop, bar mass picket-
ing and sitdown strikes, forbid strikes in
public utility industries, etc. In Oregon,
for example, two constitutional amend-
ments have been proposed, one outlawing

the closed shop, the other requiring unions

‘o incorporate, file financial statements
and register union leaders. In addition, the
legislators have a bill before them which
would repeal the existing state anti-in-
junction law.

. Sixteen other state legislatures are con-
sidering a variety of anti-labor bills, all
designed to destroy the effectiveness of the

"“labor movement. '

The fight against this anti-labor legis-
Jation must be placed high on the agenda

. of the current tasks of the labor move-

ment. It cannot and must not be concen-
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Then, despite his pro-Stalinist leanings
—now ‘more marked than ever before—it
must be recognized that Wallace does ex-
press the universal war. fears and peace
hopes of great masses of people, particu-
larly small middle-class people, “the lit-
tle’ people,” of this country and England.
Without clearly understanding the mean-
ing of his pro-Russian sentiments, these
people feel that Wallace sounds the warn-
ing that each of them would cry out, if he
were articulate, against those, like Tru-
man, Marshall, et al., who are heading us
straight for a new world war. It is this
genuine anti-war sentiment, widespread
and deeply-felt, that Wallace plays up to
and that the Washington Administration
fears, '

All the more incumbent then is it to
grasp the fact that the voice of Wallace
is that of a false leader and lying prophet.
While every word of his, spoken in denun-
ciation of the Truman Doctrine, may be
true, every word that he utters telling us

~what to do is false. Boiled down to its es-

sence, Wallace proposes that, since Amer-
ican and Russian imperialism can live side
by side, according to him, the world be
divided between them. Hé proposes that,
at the present stage, American imperial-
ism yield to Russian desires (so-called ap-
peasement policy) and turn part of Eu-
rope over to Stalin. This is why Wallace

"is the current hero of Stalinism.

Wallace differs with Truman over the
techniques of imperialism; not its princi-
ples. He wishes to come to terms, for the
moment, with the great rival whom Tru-
man is preparing to destroy eventually.
He plays upon the hope of people, and
plays with them, eyes firmly set on the ap-
proachthg 1948 presidential campaign.
Wallace is a man of enormous ambition.
The degree of success with which this am-
bition is fulfilled only marks the degree
fo which he succeeds in misleading and

*deceiving people. Wallace is a politician

of the half-truth.

 Why We Need Our Own Party

trated on Washington alone, but has to be
made a nation-wide struggle against the
actions of the state legislatures which
seek to accomplish for big business on a

state basis what may be unrealized fully

in Congress on account of various politi-
cal factors.

Such a struggle, however, cannot be
limited to economic action. Certainly the
most ineffective fight that labor can make
is to concentrate its own lobby against
that of big business. The lesson of these
past months points the way for labor. It
must organize a twofold fight against the
big business anti-labor program: a strug-
gle for an improvement of the economic
conditions of the workers; and a political
struggle in defense of labor’s rights., The

latter cannot, must not, be entrusted, as -

in the past, to the professional politicians

- of the two bosses’ parties, the Republicans

and the Democrats. It ¢an only be done
by the effective political organization of
labor with a party of its own—an inde-
pendent labor party. The time for the or-
ganization of such a party, with its own
candidates and a fighting labor program
is long overdue. '
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. COLONIAL REVOLT

IN MADAGASCAR

The French Empire has been
struck by another revolt, this time
on the part of the oppressed natives
of Madagascar, huge island off the
southeast coast of-Africa. With the
exception of the eastern lowlands of
the island, inhabited by tribes of
African stock, the bulk of the island
is populated by peoples of more or
less Malay stock, called Malagasies.
There have been many revolts of
these people against French rule,
which has brought them only ruth-
less exploitation; but none have been
as widespread as this one. During
the first two days the French were
driven out of most of their outposts
and were forced to call reinforce-
ments from the island of Reunion to
save themselves. Even so, they have
not been strong enough to wipe out
the revolting natives, and have
found it necessary to withdraw all
Europeans from outlying” areas.

All three elected representatives
of the native population of Madagas-
car in the French Council of the Re-
public are members of the Malagasy
Autonomist Party, which favors au-

tonomy ‘“within the French Union.”
This group demonstrated its timid
character when its representatives
in Paris disowned the revolt. In gen-
eral the political consciousness of
the Malagasy people is much. less
developed than that of the Viet Na-

mese, for example, but it is for that

reason all the more signifieant that
such a widespread revolt could break
out. Already the troops of -the
French colonialists are spread very
thin. Will French North Africa be
next?

CONFERENCE OF

BRITISH STALINISTS

* A few weeks ago the conference of
the British Communist Party took
place. For the first time, open oppo-

sition was expressed. Letters de-’

nouncing the line of the party as
anti-Leninist because of its failure
to take up the struggle against the
pro-capitalist policies ‘of the Labor'
Party government were printed in

~ the Daily Worker. Two branches

actually elected delegates who intro-
duced opposition amendments to the
main political resolution before the
convention.

The democratic honeymoon didn't

last very long, however, as J. R.
Campbell, one of the leading British
Stalinists, castigated the rebels for
having had the temerity to vote
against Harry Pollitt and R. Palme
Dutt, the leaders of the party, for

. election to the central committee. At

the end of the Congress, Pollitt him-
.self announced that one of the first
_tasks of the incoming National Com-
mittees would be to reorganize these

e branches. We hope that meanwhile

other forces will reorganize “these
comrades into the revolutionary
movement.

"“QOur British Trotskyist group, the
Reévolutionary Communist Party,
"sent 4 couple of comrades out to sell
'the Socialist Appeal outside the CP
confab. These comrades were as-
saulted by the Stalinists, and their
" papers destroyed. The next day 33
comrades turned out to do the dis-

““tributing, and were successful in

" fighting off the “stewards” sent out
$o drive them away. Inside the hall,
the same J. R. Campbell upbraided
the rank and file delegates for ac-
cepting papers from the Trotskyists,
instead of helping the stewards “do
itheir duty.”

A WORLD I NEVER MADE, by
James T. Farrell, The World
Publishing Co.; $1.49; 508 pages.

/ ¢I a stranger and afraid, _
In a world I never mlat\;ie__:’

With the reissuance of this book
in a cheap and handy edition, the
first of the four novels that ‘siake up
the Danny O'Neill series of James T.
Farrell (the others are No Star Is
Lost, Father and Son and My Days
of Anger) is now available to the
general reading public. The,tetrol-
ogy, as is known, deals. with - the
emergence of young Danny OQ'Neill
and his awaken\ng to the problems
and realities of life. The formof this

series, as-Farrell explains inra new. ...

and interesting introductign, ;differs
considerably from that of the Studs
Lonigan Trilogy in that it dpes not
center upon one individual as the

“main focus of attention,” but rather

shows the development of several
major protagonists. The style and

technique, however, are in the meth- -

od associated with Farrell.

“Before a world can be changed, it
" is necessary to know what the nature

of experience is like in that world,”
says Farrell in his introductory note.
“This novel is one of the efforts 1
have made to go as deeply as pos-
sible into the nature of experience
during the period of my own life-
time.” The series of experiences
shown to us, set in the naturalisti-
cally-described background of pre-
World War I America, are expressed
in terms of “a complicated series of
contrasts” between the two branches
of one Irish family, the OQ'Neills and
the O'Flahertys. oes, LE R

One branch is working class, the
other is the lowest of the petty bour-
geois ranks; both are Irish to the

On the Anniversdl‘_y of the Mexican Hearing:

Trotsky’s Summation Speech

By J. R. JOHNSON

On April 17, 1937, Professor John
Dewey and the ‘commission which
investigated Stalin’s charges against
Trétsky held its. last session in Mexi-
co City. The session consisted for the
most part of a closing speech in
which Trotsky summed up the case
for his defense. Ten years almost to
a day have now elapsed. We shall
gain much if we re-examine for a
brief moment what took place on
that April afternoon. The last words
of Trotsky's speech are worth pre-
serving. } .

“Esteemed Commission! The expe-
rience of my life, in which there has
been no lack either of successes or
of failures, has not only not destroyed
my faith in the clear, bright future,
but, on the contrary, has given it an
indestructible temper. This faith in
reason, in truth, in human selidarity,
which at the age of eighteen I'took
with me into the workers’ quariers
of the provincial town of Nikoliaev
—this faith I have preserved fully
and completely. It has become more
mature, but not less ardent. In the
very fact of 'your commission’s for-
mation—in the fact that, at its head,
is a man of unshakable moral author-
ity, a man who by virtue of his age
should have the right to remain out-
side of the skirmishes in the polifi-
cal arena—in this fact I see a new
and truly magnificent reinforcement
of the revolutionary optimism which
constitutes the fundamental element
of my life.”

The revolutionary optimism of
Trotsky was based upon his convic-
tion that the “truth will out,” par-
ticularly truth in which millions of
men all over the world are interest-
ed. What has happened during the
past ten years to justify this?

THE CHARGE OF SABOTAGE

First of all, charges of sabotage,
of stealing, of robbing the people,
efc,, in one form or another, still
continue to distinguish the Stalinist
régime in Russia. They fill the press
and they excite interest (and very
often derision) in all parts of the
world. People are so familiar with
them by now that most political
minded persons read such material
that comes out carefully in order to
be able to judge what is the new
policy that the Russian rulers are
trying to carry through. Tomorrow
there may be violent charges of con-
spiracy with foreigners. in order to

destroy “the building of socialism in
the USSR.” It is possible that the
name of Trotsky will be associated
with this kind of police politics. It
is possible, but not likely. Some other
skapegoat, some other of Stalin's en-
emies, will have to fill the role that
Trotsky filled in the years around
1937. A few short years have exposed
to the depths the fact that the Mos-
cow Trials and the anti-Trotskyist
campaigns of Stalinism were neither
more nor less than the totalitarian
and murderous politics needed for
justifying their régime.

In his speech Trotsky called sabo-
tage “the political basis of the accu-
sation.” Sabotage, he explained, was
the totalitarian method of excusing
itself for the failures and breakdowns
of its bureaucratic. régime. Let us
remember this for the future. In the
Stalinist reconversion period imme-
diately after the war the old cry of

sabotage was raised. As the inevita- -

ble economie crisis begins to rock the
régime in the coming period, we shall
once more hear the same cry and the

same charges against whomever Sta- -

lin considers to be the particular en-
emy of the'moment. We shall know
how to distinguish true from false in
that régime, ridden from top to bot-
tom with lies and liars.

But it is not only in regard to Rus-
sia itself that the truth has been
made plain. Over vast areas of West-
ern Europe the Red Army and the
bureaucracy have established their
domination. And straightway the po-
litical lies, the fantastic charges, the
arrests, the assassinafions, the judi-
cial murders have become the daily
routine in these.countries.

Fascism at any rate did not de-
ceive the working masses in the
countries which it invaded. It could
enchain and enslave and perhaps de-
moralize them. But the systematic
corruption of the working class move-
ment is the special task of Stalinism.
Millions who might have been doubt-
ful before are now living through an
experience which helps to make
them accurate and acute judges of
the charges by which the Stalinist
régime attempis to defend itself for
its incompetence and its crimes.

Of the charges which Trotsky re-
pﬁd' that April afternoon, none
was so fantastic as the one that he
had conspired with the rulers of Ger-
many and Japan to destroy the Rus-
sian state. We have lived to see the

bone. Various generations of the fam-
ily appear,” Old grandmother O'Fla-
herty, a mixture of humor, wisdom
and spry viciousness; Lizz, her slo-
:venly, hystérically religious daughter

and the mother of Danny; Danny -

‘O'Neill, a ‘somewhat ' tod “goody-
goody”, sort of boy, confused and
fearful in this world he never made;
and many other members of this con-
flicting, hostile yet somehow bound-
together family growing up in grow-
ing up America

While this novél does not have the
merijt of the Studs Lonigan series, it
should be read by those interested in
getting an insight into Farrell’s nat-
uralistic method and evaluating it.
Perhaps its curious suggestivity and

_fhe implications that lead to under-’

" standing = of ~ the :charattérs, their
world and their problems, are more
important that the writing itself.

{ H. J.

Stalinist régime declare that its pact

with Hitler was “sealed in blood.”
Today we know that Hitler attacked
Stalin in 1941 because the terms that
Stalin demanded for a continuance
of the alliance were, at that moment
at least, too high for Hitler to pay.
Many of the areas which Stalin dom-
inates or threatens today were part
of the price that he demanded for
the continuation of the pact “sealed
in blood.”

TRUTH WILL OUT

As the quarrel between Russia and
Angle-American imperialism grows
sharper, we can be certain that the
documentary proofs of all this which
are now in the possession of the Brit-
ish' and Americans will be published.
The truth will out. It is a warning
to those who allow themselves, if
even for a moment, to be caught by
the monstrous and crude concoctions
which were paraded before the world
as evidence against the forty years
“of revolutionary activity by Trotsky
and the principles of the organization
"~ which he headed.

Finally, we in the United States
have had an exceptional opportunity
by which- to test the wvalidity of the
accusations against which Trotsky
defended himself in 1937. We have
seen the American Stalinist, Earl
Browder, carry out a policy during
the war which sought to tie the
American working class to the wheel
of the American war machine. The
Stalinists .excelled all other sections
of the population in the lies, the vio-
lence and tHe corruption by which
they tried.to stifie the anti-war feel-
ings of the masses and to subject

them to the “anti-fascist” lying prom-

ises and coercion of American impe-
rialism.

Trotsky’s speech, which can be
found in-The Case of Leon Trotsky,
should be read and reread by those
who wish to understand the barrage
of lies and deceptions which consti-
tuted the Moscow Trials and still
constitute the political method of the
police state. In il are expressed,
above all, his conviction that the en-
emies of socialism will be over-
thrown whatever the power they
may appear to wield at a particular
time. To philistines and cowards, the
defense ‘carried on ten years ago
against the mighty power of the Sta-
Jlinist  bureaucracy might have
seemed hopeless. Today, Trotsky is

vindicated not only in books but in .

the lives and experience of scores of
millions of workers, -

The College Veteran:

When the war ended and veterans began to
flood the colleges there was considerable speeula-
tion in capitalist as well as radical circles as to
the effect of the war experie_rice upon the political
temper of the student-veteran. Over 'a year has
passed since the major influx began; it is now
possible to approximate the state of mind of the
college veteran.

The demobilized soldier has always been a
menace to the status quo. A model example of
that was the revolutionary activity of the Germah
veteran in the stormy days at the end of World
War I. Paralleling this, of course, was the coun-
ter-revolutionary struggle of private troops or-
ganized in the Freicorps, who fought in Poland
and later formed a base for the Hitler movement,

The American capitalist class in its empirieal
fashion recognized the dangers inherent in mil-
lions of economically footloose veterans. The GI
Bill of Rights, in addition to its funection of mak-
ing the imperialist war more “meaningful,” was
designed to serve as a form of preventive fire in-
surance amid the social conflagrations whose pos-
sible occurrence could not be excluded from an
assessment of the post-war period by the capital-
ist political leaders. ®
]

ALL QUIET ON THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT

Anyone viewing the university scene through-
out the country, where in virtually all cases vet-
erans comprise the overwhelming majority of the
student body, is forced to conclude that despite
the intensive and extensive character of the war
from all points of view, the class-consciousness of
the veteran has not been erihanged in any signifi-
cant fashion. '

There is none of the self-pity, the disillusion,
and the cynicism of the Lost Generation which
came out of World War ‘I. There is none of the
class-consciousness, the anti-militarism, and the
combativity of the Locked-out Generation of the
'Thirties. There are no organizations comparable
to the Stalinist (but then militant) National Stu-
dent Lgugue or the Young People's Socialist "I..éugue.
There is at best the AVC. The hollow rheteric of
a Bolte hardly hides a rather poverty-stricken pro-
gram. The AVC looks good only because of the
ubsence from the field of any reasonably socialist
organizgtion. ' o

The seriousness of intention of the student
veteran, which has often been remarked upon, is
not basically a critical approach to existing po-
litical institutions. It represents, rather, a “pur-
pqsgful driving”—a desire for better grades, a
w1l]_mgness to assume heavier academie loads, a
desire to recoup lost time and get launched on a
career. : Ty g 3P Gifun

. There :_is"hﬁ_ aﬁ:ﬂi;\rﬁr sentlmgntesuch aﬂg pro-
duced the Oxford Pledge movement and the anti-

war demonstration of the 'Thirties. There is none
of the naive revolt of the World War I veterans
when they discovered that war was slaughter and
that its ideals were lies. The veterans went into
this war not as crusaders but as men with few
illusions. They did the job and got out as soon as
they could. Imperceptibly they. are coming to ac-
cept the concept more familiar to Europe than
the United States—war in permanence,

WHY THIS APATHY?

Why this relativé apathy? The cushioning role
of subsistence pay, which permits persons to go to
school who otherwise might not have been able to,
is obvious. Employment is at record levels and
permits the expectation of careers following
graduation. Given a general high level of intelli-
gence and edueation, exceptionally large numbers
of college students never passed through or even
came near the inferno of modern war. They com-
prised the military petty-bourgeoisie. Many spent
pleasant months in V-12 and ASTP programs.
Many were meteorologists, radar operators, eryp-
tographers,.or air corps personnel. Casualties in
general, and among college students in particular,
were very light; the number who died in World
gar Il were fewer than in the American Civil

ar.

College professors, eocky little roosters strut-
ting-among- their brood, pitifully ‘confused, piti-
fully ignorant, pitifully prejudiced, and pitifully
vassalized, cannot lead themselves anywhere, let
alone lead others. Upon all of these reasors for
the apathy of the veterans must be superimposed
the degeneration of Stalinism. Once able to set
fire to the minds of the most idealistic youth, it
now repells them by its debasement of a heroic

ideal.

When will the political awakening of the student
veteran come? It will come when the present boom,
over which the capitalist economists are already
becoming nervous, collapses and the lﬂ;u}lonnlify

‘of U. S. capitalism is once more dramatically re-

vealed. It will come when the inevitability of World
War lll, which many veterans, having served in
one war, do not believe can involve ihem. once
more ‘pﬂh them in uniform.

That there are: studerits now in college who,
having passed through the test by fire and water,
are prepared to draw the boldest conelusions from
an analysis-of the present chaos, is incontestable
also. Many of them are from workers’ families,
who in other times would have been ‘unable*to go’
to school. With proper intervention on our part
they will form the vanguard of the new gener-
ation of young intellectuals who will bring their
idealism, drive, courage and knowledge to the
struggle for socialism. .

F 4 -

It Looks As If There
Must Be Another Purge On!

“Siberian game, mostly blackeock and
capercailzie, is invading the Swedish forests
in great masses. . .. Ornithologists are try-
ing to find an explanation of this mysterious
exodus of Russian game.” .

New York Times, February 15, 1947.
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Reviewing James Burnham's Latest Book

A New Theoretician

By IRVING HOWE
JAMES. BURNHAM writes

as though he were—if not.

God—at least one of His ma-
jor prophets. The contents of

his latest book* is so shabby

and pedestrian that, were it
not for his highly skilled stylis-
tic devices, it would be ignored
rather than puffed into a sen-
sation. It is his skill as a jour-
nalist — not merely his talent

for constructing sentences so smooth
that they lull the reader into ignor-
ing the bumpy roads of thought
along which they move, but also his
ability to manipulate material—
which is the key to understanding
his prominence as a political writer.
I therefore propose to begin this re-
view, perhaps somewhat unconyen-
tionally, by discussing his style.

The strategy of a writer like Burn-
ham is to assault his reader, to tes-
tify, bewilder, amaze, overawe. It is
a strategy similar in its result,
although not in method, to that of
‘another skilled but irresponsible
journalist, Arthur Koestler. Where
Koestler utilizes' devices commonly
associated with the literary essay or
the novel—the brilliant epigram, the
startling metaphor—with which to
smuggle his feeble ideas into the
reader’s consciousness, Burnham
seorns impressionism. He revels in
his pseudo-scientific approach—what
might be called his scientism. He is
hard; he is tough; he never suc-
cumbs to sentiment or class alle-
giance or class illusions; he sweeps
through hlstcfy like a bolt out of
hell**; he is the James M. Cain of
po]ltlcs.

With such a pose Burnham is able
to destroy the critical faculties of his
reader. A terrifying recital of atomic
potentialities in that dead-pan "un-
derwriting"” which is the contempo-
rary mode of exaggeration; erudition
utilized to . quell rather than stir
thoughts; nonchalant juggling of
states and super-states; gleeful scorn
of "sentimentality” in politics which

. so impresses the sentimental reader;

an eruditely evocative reference to
the mysterious decline of Minoan civ-
ilization couched in the so impressive-
ly scientific jargon of the English his-
torian, Toynbee—these are the mech-
anisms of intellectual intimidation
which Burnham utilize®. It is a classi-

_cal example of the bastardization of
" the terms and concepfs of modern

thought in order, not to enlighten or
even propagandize, but simply to
bludgeon.

.

For what?

Burnham’s political proposals are
simple to the point of being thread-
bare. They are neither more nor less
than the concept of “collective se-
curity” first concocted by the very

Stalinists whom he now abominates

and seized upon by the very liberal
journals at whom he mnow sneers.
This cohcept, proposed by the Stal-
inists as a means of defeating Hit-
lerism and, now refurbished by
Burnham as a means of defeatmg
Stalinism, may be reduced to a sim-
ple proposition: the Western demo-
cratic capitalist powers must band
together, their proletariats and so-
cialist movements must abandon op-

*The Struggle for the World by

James Burnham. John Day. 248 pp.

¥%0n pp 14-15 he discusses the
“notion of world unity”—from Alex-
ander the Great to Wendell Willkie.

pusition to these powers, in order to
defeat “the aggressor.” Version one:
the Daily , Worker, Max Lerner's
limp prose; version two: the New
Leader, James Burnham’s lean
prose.

A -"REALIST" CALLS
FOR WORLD EMPIRE

Ostentatiously chortling his “real-

ism”—which is rapidly supplanting

patriotism ~as the first refuge of
:,conndrela—Burnhagm bluntly calls
for the creation of a World Empire
dominated by the United States.

- This World Empire is to include all

the non-communist states — Burn-
ham isn’t a fussy sort: Franco is
eligible also—and is to have as its
purpose the destruction of “com-
munist” Russia. A policy of get-
tough should be buttressed by an in-
ternational polltlcal strategy -ruth-
lessly suppressing all agenmes of
“communist” Russia and the “inter-
national communist movement.” Ag-
gressive poht.lcal warfare is neces-
'sary, not merely tough gestures.
Above all, “we” (exactly who is in-
cluded in that “we” Burrham, thor-
ough scientist that he is, does not
tell us) must maintain the atomic
bomb monopoly. While * ‘we'” main-
tain it, “we” must prepare for war
with Russia. Perhaps Russia will re-
treat; if not, there will be war.

That is Burnham’s thesis. All the
rest, including the country-store
philesophizing about the cycles of
civilization and the Toynbeeian' tags,
is* window-dressing to pull in cus-
tomers.

One question arises immediately: if
Burnham's premises are accepted,
why not declare—or better yet,
launch—a war immediately? If there
is no choice but to support the U. S.
against Russia and if war is as likely
as Burnham suggests, why not strike
now while "we" have the atomic
bomb? Is that nof the obvious con-
clusion of political logic and simple
humanity? Why wait until “they"
have the bomb?

Burnham does not go. that far,
though he offers no reason for his
failure to do so. Nor can he, for such
a conclusion must be drawn if we
accept his reasoning.

But it is a false and flimsy reason-
ing. Overawed as he has been by the
facade of modern state power (see
his first two books for the early
stages of his awé) his method of an-
alysis is to slice through a cross-
seetion of history and base his con-

.- clusions on-a glance at-the. results,
-without regard for the background

of his material or the implications of
his wiews.

True enough that at the moment
there is a sharp conflict between the
U. 8. and Russia. But is it not the
elementary function of the historian
to attempt an analysis of exactly
what is the nature of the society in
which this conflict takes -place, an
analysis somewhat more illuminat-
ing than is provided by Burnham’s
use of the Toynbeeian tag, “A Time
of Trouble.” What are the social
roots and components of these con-
flicting societies? - What is their re-
lationship to the past and their pros-
pect for the future?

THE NATURE OF
U. S. SOGIETY"

Burnham urges a U. S.-dominated
World Empire, but never tells us
what the nature of U. S. society is.
From his book one could never dis-
cover that the U. S. is a capitalist
country, the major 1mpenallst power
“of the world and that it 8 in any
case procaedmg, willy-nilly, to build
o ‘world empire. Nor does Burnham

.attempt an evaluation of this so-

ciety, its relationship to social class-
es, its historical prospects, its rea-

sons for coming into conflict with

Russia. )
Burnham confines his "analysis" to

‘Cassandraish complaints pbout the

vacillations of U. S. policy, its tem-
porizing and compromises with Russia.
It is here that he exposes his basic
irresponsibility. Though some of the
"inconsistencies” in U. 5. foreign pol-
icy which he mournfully charts may
be attributed to pollﬂcals shorts
sighted even from the point of view
of American imperialism, most of
them are simply inevitable and un-
avoidable fluctuations in which an
imperialist power must engage. Burn-
ham may proceed along the one-way
track of his simplistic logic to a point
ticklishly short of war, but those en-
trusted with the political fortunes of
U. S. imperialism must take into ac-

_count a great many complexities.

" One simple but quite decisive ex-
ample: Burnham’s policy obviously
means a greatly sharpened interna-
tional erisis. But the President and
Secretary of State, as responsible
capitalist politicians, must ask them-
selves if they are in a position to
risk war, if the masses could be pro-
pelled into another and more terrible
world war. These questions Burn-
ham never even poses because, for
all “his' pretension to intellectual
rigor, he is merely a dilettante play-
ing with firecrackers.

(Much the same issue arose with
regards to the “appeasement’ policy
of the western capitalist powers dur-
ing the Munich period. Some people
could not possibly understand that
these powers had no alternative but
“appeasement” under the given cir-
cumstances.. The much - maligned
Chamberlain was feverishly build-
ing up an aiy force while “appeas-
ing” Hitler; he was a responsible
capitalist politician.) .

Burnham’s complaints about U. S.
vacillation are therefore absurd. The
“Truman Doctrine” embodies  many
of his ideas; and now his proposal
that the Communist Party be out-
lawed is receiving at least an airing.
All in due time; have faith in your
masters! .

THE CONSEQUENCES OF
ATOMIC. WARFARE

If Burnham-is appallingly super-
ficial in his analysis, he is complete-
ly irresponsible in his proposals.

U;- 8. imperialism trundles along to.

war bécause it has no alternative,
its wvery existence dictates that
course; unimpeded, it will, together
with Stalinist Russia, drag human-
ity to destruction. But Burnham
would give sanction to this course in
the name of democracy. He must
therefore consider: what will be the
likely configuration of a world domi-
nated by a U. S. imperialism vic-
torious in a Third World War?
What will be the consequence of
atomic warfare? What is the likeli-
hood of an upsurge of a native neo-
fdscist movement in America in such
a period? Are there not already in-
dications of the blows which the la-
bor and radical movements can ex-
peet in such a situation?

Burnham  has, made his . choice.
Seeing the world in the process of
destruction, he has chosen to give his
support to one of the two major for-
ces which, together and indissolubly,
are leading to that destruction. I say
together and indissolubly because

- decadent capitalism and totalitarian

Stalinism are closely related phe-
nomena; neither can be destroyed by
the support of the other; the support
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for American Imperialism

of one must lead to the sustenance
of the other. As these two socidties
proceed along their decline, they
move closer to each other in political
and social characteristics; to perpet-
uate the seed-bed of either is to pre-
pare the growth of the other.

‘Burnham has chosen, Let those whe
have hesitantly bequn along his path
take notice. This out-and-out war.
mongering, this reckless call for
atomic monopoly and use by U. S. im-
perialism; this readiness to accept
even Franco as a pariner in another
war to make the world safe for de-
mocracy; this feebly qualified indif-
ference to civil liberties at home—
are the unavoidable consequence of
that pesition.

I have dealt in some detail with
Burnham’s attitude toward the U. S.
We need not linger so long over his
analysis of Stalinist Russia, which
he describes without qualification as
“communist.,” The Stalinist move-
ment becomes in his book the “com-
munist” movement and quotations
from both Lenin and Stalin are min-
gled without the slightest suggestion
that there might be some difference
between them. Now everyone has the
right to change his mind and if
Burnham wants to support U. 5.
imperialism, well. . . .

But for a man like Burnham, who
was once in the revolutionary move-

ment and did—and still must—know
the difference between Stalinism and
ecommunism, between Stalin and
Lenin, to equate them so blandly is
simply fakery. This sort of amalgam
which one may expect from a Hearst
reporter is inexcusable in a man of
political sophistication and knowl-
edge, Burntham has the right to de-
nounce Leninism, but to write as if
its equation with Stalinism were

taken for granted is, in his cage, out-
right charlatanism.
L ]

CONSISTENCY DOES NOT

BOTHER BURNHAM

In his first book, The Managerial
Revolution, Burnham foretold the
inevitable collectivization and likely
totalitarianization of the world; in
his second book, The Machiavellians,
he attempted to formulate general
laws about human nature and so-
ciety which accepted the invariable
existence of class societies and power
cliques. In this his third book, he
proposes a grandiose plan for world
domination by one of the very pow-
ers presumably characterized by the
categories of his first two books. But
then do not these very categories in-
validate from the start the conclu-
sions of this latest book? Or are we
to assume such - degree of intellec-
tual fickelness that the author of

three books written in some seven -

years does not assume responsibility
for the first two?

For all his pseudo-realism, his
toughness, his would-be scientific de-
tachment, Burnham is obsessed with
one central factor of modern society:
power, First he was entranced by Hit-
lerism; result, The Managerial Revo-
lution. Now he is entranced by Stalin-
ism; result, his article on Stalin in
Pgrtisan Review and - this current

- book. The intervening Machiavellians

and the present borrowings from
Toynbee's verbal trinkets are the at-
tempts to give general sanction to
this concern with and fascination for
power. Before power, Burnham gapes
like a child and then like a somewhat
sophisticated child he hides his awe
with a smirk of detachment.

Where is Burnham going? He is
no longer a socialist. He is con-

ART AND COMMERCE IN HOLLYWOOD

Universal-International is conducting an experiment in salvaging. a
$1,600,000 motion picture which went wrong. Photographed in Technicolor,
the film was originally called “The Flame of Tripoli,” but is now labeled
“Slave Girl.” It went before the cameras last year at Universal, prior te
the company’s merger with: Internatlonai George Brent and Yvonne De-

Carlo headed the cast.

According to Wllham Doznel 0% | productwn executive who had inherited
“Slave Girl,” its producers dlscovercd sometime during filming that they
had a very ponderous melodrama on their hands: Apparently, he says, they
attempted an eleventh-hour injection of comedy relief. But, the result was
so incongruous that the audience at a sneak preview was merely puzzled,

not amused.

Dozier, therefore, tried a desperate measure. At one point in the film a
foolish-looking camel did draw a snicker from the audience. The day after
the preview Dozier had a title card drawn up with a picture of the camel
and a balloon which read: “Look, folks, this is a comedy. You're supposed
to laugh at it.”” He inserted the card at a point early in -the picture where
the melodrama was good and heavy and tried another preview. This time
the audience, reassured by the camel, laughed with encouraging frequency.

As a result Dozier and his colleagues are now writing a running com-
mentary for the camel to deliver during the picture, with his actual appear-
ance on the screen as a climax. “Slave Girl,” Dozier admits, may never be
as funny as “The Road to Morocaed,” but he thinks that if his camel reminds
people to laugh often enough, U-I may salvage the $1,600,000 and even

show a little profit.

From The New York. Times, April 13, 1947,

-
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temptuous of bourgeois’society and
bourgeois liberals. He lacks that
equalitarian lmpulse which oceasion-
ally redeems some of those who hawe
abandoned Marxism for other .dis-
ciplines or indisciplines. What re-
mains?

A few days ago I discussed this

matter with some friends and in or-
der to test their reactions threw out
the idea that Burnham, as a man
with political talent and & line which
makes him valuable to at least a
section of American capitalism,
might be bouted for the role of in-

tellectual spokesman of the most ag-
gressive, reactionary elements of
American capitalism which under
certain circumstances could become
part of a crypto-fascist movement.

‘One of those presént protested by

saying that Burnham was too cul-
tured a man to become part of or be
near to a fascist movement. I think |
that Burnham’s culture is an 1mped-
iment to his assuming the role in
American life for which hls book is
a first step. :

But how much of an impediment is
thuf? ‘

How Wall Street Rules the Coal Mmes

By JOHN -DII.I.ON
(Concluded from last week)

The public utilities of the mation
are users of a large amount of coal
and in many cases have “captive
mines” to provide a guaranteed
source of fuel. For example, the
Alabama Power Company, a subsidi-
ary of Commonwealth and Southern,
engages in coal’ thining at Gorgas,

- Alabama. In 51945 production was

274,692 tons, in'*1944 381,846 tons,
in 1943 255,946 tons. In 1939 the
company paid $2.70 a ton from out-
side sources. Central Illinois Light
Company, another subsidiary of
giant Commonwealth and Southern,
paid $1.94 a ton in 1939. Consumers
Poéwer Company, another Common-
wealth and Southern outfit, used
616,361 tons.of coal in 193%: Thus, it
is easy to see that the giant utility
companies have a considerable voice
in coal policies.

The use  of natural gas has cut
down the use of coal in making man-
ufactured gas. This has resulted in
the loss of revenue to railroads and
loss of sales to operators. It has
cansed the railroads and coal oper-
ators to take measures ranging from
legal to extreme use of “influence”
and “pressure.” The city of Omaha,
Nebraska, was isolated from natural
gas even though it was on the edge
of the natural gas fields. The people
were showered with anti-natural gas
propaganda and developed ideas that
were very much at variance with
facts. When one realizes that the
money received by railroads for
hauling of coal runs into hundreds
of millions of dollars, the reason for
the intensity of their reaction to nat-
ural gas which does not move by rail
but.by cheaper pipeline is apparent.

.But corporations -controlling pipe-

lines are fully as powerful politically
and economically, as the railroads:
one being the Standard Oil Company
of New Jersey. -

THE MONOPOLISTS

" Control of this vast industryis in
the hands of a few individuals. Big-
gest operator’in the industry, Pitts-
burgh Consolidation Coal Company,
is under control of the Mellon family
through T. M. Mellon and Company.
This ho]dmg‘ company is one of the
largest in the U. S. in assets con-
trolled. These total between three
and four hillion. George W. Wyckoff
(heir to a steel fortune), Arthur B."
Van Buskirk, and Alan M. Scaife
(of a wealthy Pittsburgh steel fam-
ily and also brother-in-law of Rich-
ard K. Mellon) are all vice-presi-
dents of T. M. Mellon and Co. in ad-
dition to being directors of Pitts-
burgh Consolidation Coal Co. Wil-
liam P. Witherow, a director of
Pittsburgh Consolidation, is presi-
dent and director of Blaw-Knox and
is a former president of the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers.

William W. Inglis of Scranton,

'Pa., is president of Glen Alden Coal

Co. and also a director. In 1916 he
managed coal properties of the Del-
aware, Lackawanna and Western
Railroad and on formation of Glen
Alden from the railroad coal proper-
ties in 1921 he was appointed presi-
dent.

Richard F. Grant of Cleveland,
Ohio, was former legal counsel to
the M. A. Hanna Co. and later vice-
president of the company. He was in
charge of the anthracite. properties
of the company. Tn'1924; he was also
in charge of the Republican Nation-

al Conventmn in Cleveland. In 1924-
25, he was president of the U. 8.
Chamber of Commerce. In 1925, he
served as president of Susequehanna
Collieries Company and in 1930 be-
came president of Lehigh Valley
Coal Company.

George H. Humphrey of Cleve-
land, Ohio, is a director of Pitts-
burgh Consolidated Coal Company
and.president of M, A, Hanna Gom-
pany, an iron ore pmducer

HARLAN, KENTUCKY

Farther down the social seale, but

big fishes in their own smaller
brooks, are the individuals who live
in the coal mining counties and dom-
inate with a more open use of power,
legal or .otherwise. In most - cases,
the “legal” and the “otherwise” can-
not be differentiated. Harlan Coun-
ty, Ky., achieved world renown in
that respect. In 1932, Fortune mag-
azine wrote, “The local government
is mostly on the side of the oper-
ators. For the political conflict in
Harlan County is not Republican or
Demderat so much as it is miners
versus operators, and the operators
have won most of the elections. To
date, twelve miners and four deputy
sheriffs have been killed. No deputy
sheriffs have been brought to trial
as yet, but some forty miners are
now awaiting < trial on murder
charges.”
. Individuals prominent in Harlan
County at the time and probably still
strong were Dr. Joseph Nolan, head
of the Harlan County American Le-
gion and a wealthy, anti-labor poli-
tician; sheriff John Henry Blair,
whose deputies were the strong-arm
squads of the operators and who was
a close friend of Circuit Judge D. C.
Jones whose wife was a coal oper-
ator and who presided at indictment
of 60 miners for criminal syndical-
ism and 47 for murder; George-S.
Ward, who was acting secretary of
the Harlan County Coal Operators’
Association and directed the fight
against the miners; and Marion Al-
len, one of the deupties of Sheriff
Blair, bodyguard of Judge Jones, ac-
cused of shooting Boris Israel, a la-
bor newspaperman. Harlan County
is still in the memory of the Ameri-
can labor movement, and bitter
memories do. not die.

SUMMARY

A few pertinent conclusions may
be drawn from the facts presented
in this series. First: as to corpora-
tions. There is no extremely large

individual corporation dominating
the coal industry as U. S. Steel or
General Motons dominate their re-
spective industries. Pittsburgh Con-
solidation Coal Co. is the largest in
the U. S. and the world, yet 1945
production of the company was only
26 million tons of bituminous coal
out of a total for the industry of 574
million tons. Second:
Mellon interests are most important.
Robert Young’s Allegheny Corpora-
tion is active. Railroads are involved
through necessity and as benefici-
aries through carrying of coal
Third: who received the coal dollar?
With so many operators splitting
the gross sales receipts of the in-
dustry very few have fabulous in-
comes, though they profit neatly on
the toil of the coal diggers. Railroads
profit mightily. Chesapeake and Ohio

ranks first, 600 million in coal rev-

enue in the last six years. Fourth:

control. The-

banks. As necessary to the coal in-
dustry as any other.

Big monopoly controls the coal in-
dustry more thoroughly than the
above paragraph might  indicate,

however. Although coal has been .

treated herein as a separate industry
for the purposes of this article, in
real life it is inextricably interwoven
with the economy as a whole. One of
the reasons that there are no really
huge coal corporations is that the
industry is split up and owned by
corporate giants in other fields—the

railroads, the public utilities, the

- steel ba:n ons, the rubber industry,

and so on. These more apparent
monopolies are in turn the captive
creatures of Wall Street. Also, al-
though many of the smaller mines
are independently owned, in practice
the small operators follow the lead
of the big ones in negotiations with

labor, the government, or the con- *

suming public. At any rate, it is ap- ,
parent that the black wealth beneath
the soil of the' Unitéd States goes

neither to the citizens at large of
the nation nor to the men who dig it
out.

Governor Dewey Pulls Fast One
On the Veterans Bonus Issue

By I. BLAKE

Governor Dewey has signed a bill
authorizing a bonus for New York
veterans to be paid by raising the
tax on cigarettes one cent and the

state income tax twenty per cent.

This bill will become law if approved
by the voters at election time.

Under such legislation, it would
almost cost the veterans more to get
a bonus than to do without it,

In a memorandum attached to the
bill, Dewey wrote: “I have repeat-
edly pointed out that I had complete
confidence that the people would ap-
prove the bonus proposal. I was like-
wise confident that the people and
the vetérans, who with their families
constitute a majority of the people,
would desire to know that the bonus

will be paid as promptly as possible,’

how its cost will be borne and that
it would not remain as a burden
upon their children or their grand-
children.

“We owe a real debt of gratitude to
our veterans. It is a debt which must
be discharged with complete honesty.
It would not be honest to delay by
inaction the prompt payment of the
bonus.”

In other words, His Honor the -

Governor is concerned about two
things: our “debt of gratitude to our
veterans” and the welfare of future
generations, The best way to handle
both problems, says the Governor, is
to have those most concerned with
getting the bonus, pay it. Take from
your left-hand. pocket and put it

into your right-hand pocket. It's a,| cont tax on profits—is the way 1o

good way to keep money in the fam-
ily, but it'’s not a veterans’ bonus.
We agree that veterans should re-

ceive a bonus; that's why we oppose

Dewey's give-and-take proposal.

ARGUMENTS ON BONUS
.There are some well-meaning citi-

+ zens who oppose not only Dewey's

bonus but all bonuses in general.
They say: “The veterans don't really
need it now. It's only a little hand-
out and most of the veterans are
working.” Haven't they heard of the
insecurity which is moving in on us
with layoffs and the exhaustion of
52-20 benefits?

They also say: “Rather than pay a
bonus, it would be better to use the
money for emergency housing and
to benefit disabled veterans.” We
agree there should be an adequate
housing program and adequate aid
to disabled veterans. LABOR AC-
TION consistently champions these

things. But what has one-to do with-

the other? Who doesn’t know that
the housing crisis is growing worse
in spite of the fact that New rYork
has a surplus in the treasury and
that no bonus has yet been paid.

To clinch their argument, they Say:
“A bonus is a.grab by the vets, a
‘gimme’ which benefits one group of
citizens at the expense of another
group.” That all depends on who
pays the bonus. If it's to be done
Dewey's way (and we're against
that), it would mean, according to
these good folk, that one group of
citizens—the veterans—would benefit
at the expense of another group—
the veterans and their families, This
doesn't make very good sense,.

The only way it makes sense is if
the bonus is financed by a tax on the
huge profits which were made ‘during
the war and which continue to be
made as a result of the war. Such a
bonus could be said to benefit one
group of citizens—the veterans and
their families—at the expense of an-
other group—the capitalists.

Who opposes that except the capi- .

talists and their aides?

Who are the bulk of the veterans -

and their families if not of the work-
ing class?

LABOR ACTION has always main- '

tained that the working class must
intervene to reorganize society in its
own interests against the interests of
the capitalists. We have always said
that only the victorious working class
can solve the problems of society.
We do not say that a veterans’ bo-
nus—even if financed by a 100 per

socialism. But we do say: Put the
bonus question in its proper light
and Dewey’s proposals are seen clear-
ly for the double - dealing ' tnckery
they are.
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MAY DAY MEETING
IN DETROIT!

SPEAKER:
NATHAN GOULD

Organizational Director
Workers Pariy

Civil Center Red Room
located at John R. & Erskine
. Admission 35¢
Friday, May 2, 8:00 P. M.
Ausp.: Detroit Br., Workers Party -
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| Polan

By A. RUDZIENSKI
“Special to Labor Action

The principal problem before the
Moscow Conference of the Big Four
is the German question, and with it
the question of the German-Polish
frontier, or to put it more aceurate-
ly, the boundary line between the
twe imperialist bloecs, the famous
Oder-Neijsse line. The Potsdam con-
ference approved Russia’s annexa-
tion of half of Poland’s territory,
more than 190,000 square kilometers,
‘granting as “compensation” to Po-
Jland, the ex-German territories of
upper and lower Silesia, Eastern
Prussia, Danzig and Western Po-
merania, all of which covered about
100,000 square kilometers.

‘Poland, the country on ~wheels,
was pushed toward the West, losing
after this imposed “compensation,”
about 100,000 sq. kilometers of terri-
tory. Poland lost about 13 million
inhabitants in the eastern parts of
the country, to receive land occupied
by nine million Gérmans in the west-
ern_territories. In accordance with
the Pan-Slavic and nationalist poli-
cies of Stalin, the Russians ordered
the evacuation of all the Poles from
their annexed native soil, which
came to about six million between
the Curzon line and the Polish-So-
viet frontier of 1939, and more than
seven- million in all the territories
annexed by Russia.

" On the other hand, all Germans
had to abandon Pomerania, Prussia,

“upper and lower Silesia, all of which

had been conceded to Poland. This
enormous transfer of peoples, the
greatest since the times of the Goths,

i8 the most compelling testimony of

the Stalinist counter-revolution in
Europe. The Polish population com-
posed of the industrial proletariat,
intellectuals and the peasantry was
replaced by the backward Ukr. ainian,
White Russian and Asiatic peasants
brought from Soviet Asia. The Ger-
man proletariat -of Silesia had to
give Wway to the Poles ‘brought from
behind the Curzon line. This is the
Stalinist “democrutic revolution,”
admired so much by Comrade Frank,

‘the theoretician of the “Fourth In-

ternational” magazine. This transfer

‘of ' péoples was carried out with the

same “barbarous and eruel methods

‘used in the collectivizations of the

Ukraine and the purges throughout
Russia.

: MTb'day only a million skilled Ger-

“ihan workers remain in the former
‘Gérman territories, and only a few

Pblés are behifid' the Curzon lirie.
The overwhelmingly Polish cities of

‘Lvov and Vilna have been virtually

transferred to Berslau, Danzig and
Stettin. The Russians were com-
pelled to act quickly in order to con-
solidate their positions on the Oder-

.A Discussion Arhcle on -an Important Subject—— e .

‘Editorial Nofe—We dare publishing
the article below on the problem of
‘Poland ‘and its frontiers, ‘now a live
question since raised by Marshall at
‘the Moscow Conference, as submitted
to us by Comrade A. Rudzienski, with
the ‘intention and hope that it will
stimulate additional discussion arti-
‘cles and material on ‘this complex
problem. The general decline of Euro-
‘pean’ capitalism, ‘together with the
uprooting and shifting of entire ‘popu-
lations by various dictatorial regimes
during the war and its aftermath, has
revived the "national question” in its
most acute forms—boundaries, na-
tional survival, disputed territories,
etc. Whole pecples, by the fens of
millions {(White Russians, Ukrainians,
Poles, Germans, Letts, Estonians, etc.)
have been forcibly removed from én
térritory (their homelands) and cast
adrift in foreign lands, at the imperial
whims of dictators. :

In. this sense, Rudzienski's discus-

" sion article states new and exiremely

difficult prablems that revolutionists
N

‘must face. ‘While ‘d¢¢epting the ‘gen-
eral socialist thesis of the "article,
LABOR ACTION: must express its dis-
agreement with various formulations
and conéeptions confdinéd in ‘the ‘ar-
ticle. For example, ‘it 'is incorrect to
describe Eastern Poland (the terri-
‘tories now oceupied by Russian im-
perialism) as fhough, in 1939, it were
a-genuine part of the Polish stqte and
should therefore 'be restored. 'Al-
‘though a large Polish minority inhab-
ifed 'this area, the fact is that a ma-
jority of the people were White Rus-
sians ‘or Ukrainidns who considered
‘themselves the ‘oppressed victims of

‘the reactionary Polish military ‘dicta-

‘torship. A simple resforation of the
1939 sfatus would merely revive this

‘situation and would hardly solve the

problem. _

‘We ‘urge ‘contributions from our
readers on this and related questions,
and ‘re’ser’ve' for ayrselves the right to
view at ‘a later date.~LABOR AC-
TION.

~

Neisse line. The crime of Potsdam
has been consummated.

The administration of occupied
Germany is a perpetual headache to
the. United States which is faced
with"the problem of feeding the Ger-
mans after losing the rich agricul-
tural . territories of Pomerania,
Brandenburg and Eastern Pyussia.
For these reasons, Marshall trav-
elled to Moscow with the firm inten-
tion. of demanding the “return to
Germany” of the major portions of
the territories occupied by Russia’s
satellite, Poland, with the eventual
“compensation” for Poland of her
old territories occupied by Russia.

This signifies not ‘only setting "the
country ‘on wheels” once mére in mo-
tion, but also immense suffering for
millions of Germans and Poles who
would. have to be shifted once agdin

‘to new territories. Around“six million

Poles have settled in Pomerania, East-
ern Prussia, and lower Silesia.

What should the position of the
intérnational proletariat be when
confronted by this problem? If it
accepts without reservations this re-
vision, it will be supporting Yankee
imperiglism. If it opposes the revi-
sion proposed by the U. S., should it
support ~Stalinist imperialism? To
find the answer to this question, we
must ‘examine briefly the historical
and political aspects of the problem.

The 'Ribbentropp - Molotov. ~pact
which unleashed the war aganist Po-
land, and the partitioning of the
country, was the principal source of
damage. The Curzon line, the pres-
ent ‘“Russian-Polish frontier” is
nothing but the Ribbentropp-Molotov

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

- Veterans

tional dependent.

of service.

IX.  For Peace and Freedom

iment

T

Program of
/orkers Party

I. For Price C'onirol by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out :profiteering dnd high prices by action. Only the wm_‘kcrs
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1, For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises. .

3. For job and wage security through a ‘guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual minimum per -family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year -program to provide decent hous-
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public-works plan to provide
schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately -on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units. ;

For a 100 per-cent tax on all profits above five per cent on invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial esta})-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the bankKs.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers' control.

VI. ‘End Discrimination Against the Negro People
-For 4ull‘social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

VIl. Open the Doors to the Jews
-1. For-full and unrestricted imrmigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe. _
~ . 2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or ‘any country of their choice.

“Vill. For Full Econounc and Educnimnul Opporinrﬂhes for

‘1. Réadjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy providéc_llb'y
the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wige of $40 a week for single
Veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for edch ‘addi-.

2. For immediate grantmg of a feder al bonus of $1, 000 for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own future.
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. ‘Bring the Amer-
ican troops home. For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Puriy and a Workers Govern-
For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-

ers based on. .the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For'a government of and by labor;

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ‘ALL!

i
line modefied somewhat in favor of
Poland.

HISTORY AND ROOTS OF
POLISH PARTITION

"Tt is nedessary ‘to remember that
Poland possessed more than 800,000
square -kilometers before the first
partitioning of 'its territories. The
Curzon line ‘of today is nothing but
the ‘boundary line of the third and
last ‘partitioning of Poland in 1795

A Review of the Crisis in the Auto Union - -

(Continued from page 3)

ing” to the pressure of pro-imperial-

ist, chauvinist “red”-baiting must
explain how it comes -about that
those. militants who best - resisted
chauvinism and best fought the class
struggle when it was most difficult—
in wartinie—make a flip-flop and
capitulate to this ‘same demagogy
when it has a less enticmg ring ‘in
time of peace.

Throughout the war, the labor
movenient - contifiued to ‘support: the
so-called friends of fabor ‘in"the ‘capi-
talist ‘parties. The Reufher supporters
bowed. just about as deeplp at the
throne of ‘King Franklin as did -their
opponents.. The soclallst forces in the
union movement appealed unsuccess-
fully for the formation of a political
party of the working class, an ‘Inde-

‘pendent ‘Labor Party. Although no

such party was forméd, small-currents
in thdt direction "drew ‘along ‘many

- progressive - workérs who umgm a

more radical and independenit politi-
cal path. One such current was the
Michigan ‘Commonwealth 'Federation
formed in 1944 ‘with its ‘main strength
‘in Détroit. LABOR 'ACTION criticized
‘the vacillations -and inconsistencies of
the 'MCF but at the same time recog-
nized that it expréssed ‘a Yenuine ‘de-

‘site for ‘'@ more ddvanded program by

‘those workers ‘'whom' it ‘aftracted.

Two ‘of the leaders ‘of the MCF
movement, Matthew Hammond and
Emil Mazey ‘together with their fol-
lowers, -are part of the Reunther fac-
tion today and in fact outstanding
leaders of it. The MCF, it is true,
has never attracted substantial mass
support ‘but ‘what followmg it "'does
have in the UAW is drawn chiefly
from among the 'elements that sup-
port Reuther

THE G STRIKE .
AS TURNING ‘POINT

When World' War 1II ended, mil-
lions of workers -in every basic in-
dustry ‘engaged in strikes. Unlike
the ‘“unauthorized,” - “wild-cat”
strikes of ‘the war  yedrs, which
were -conducted against- the official
leadership of the unions and sapped
its influence and econtrol over :the
ranks, these mass strikes were-led by
the very officials ‘who ‘were thus per-
mitted to mend ‘their tattered repu-
tations ‘and - regain their influence.
But in‘the UAW ‘the post-war strike
wave swamped former president
Thomas and lifted- Reuther into his
place.

This upset occurred ‘because
Thomas_and his followers were un-
able to keep pacée ‘with the radical,
leftward sentiments of growing sec-
tions of the union who ‘were turn-
ing ~away from the old paths and
looking in new directions. These mili-
tants turned to Reuther for leader-
ship, to Reuther who had emerged as
the diréctor of the GM strike which
eclipséd-all the others with its most
advanced socidl program.

The 'slogans of the &M ‘strike: "Open
the Books" ‘&nd "“Waye ‘Ineréases vut
of ‘Profits wimw Price ‘Increases”
‘linked up ‘the strike movement ‘not
Himply ‘with ‘the 'wage guestion in the
‘narrow ‘séise ‘but with o ‘broad cdn-
ception ‘of u'role for laber fn soclety
os u challenger of the monopolists
and ‘o -¢hanipion of “all ‘the nhder-
‘privileged.:

The strike was long and -exhaust-
ing for the workers. The GM pro-
gram was not -defended consistently
and determinedly enough. The com-
pany was able ﬁnally to get an in-
crease in the price of its ecars. But
the corporation wanted not only an
increase in prices; it also aimed to
shift the blame for this inecrease
onto the labor movement and toward

__that end sought the public approval

between the Russian and German
occupation of that period. When Na-
‘poleon defeated Prussm, he formed
the Duchy of ‘Warsaw in 1809 from
the territory seized from Prussia,
making sure the frontiers did not ex-
tend beyond the line ‘of the third di-
vision of Poland, so as.not to pro-
voke Czar Alexander, who held more
than half of Polish territory.

In 1815, the Congress of Vienna
created the satellite state of the
Kingdom of Poland, united to Russia
and under the sceptre of the Russian
Czar as the Polish King. Since Rus-
sia almost completely dominated this
Congress, the line of the third divi-
sion of Poland was once again pro-
claimed the theoretical frontier of
the Polish Kingdom. Czar Alexander
promised to incorporate in the king-
dom the historic territories of Po-
land snatched away in the three par-
titionings of the country; but he
never fulfilled his promise.

‘When a new, independent Poland
drose, the problem of the Russian-
Polish frontier became a reality once
more. From the archives of history,
the English imperialists took the old
boundary line of the third partition-
ing of Poland, and rebaptized it as
the Curzon line. It was then a line of
compromise between Russian and
English impeérialism, at the expense
of the nwew Poland. British impérial-
ism tried to capture at all costs the

‘government of Lvov, as well ds the

Kerensky regime, and even the Bol-
sheviks, for its own imperialist-aims.

In January, 1919, the Soviet gov-
ernment proposed as the Polish
boundary line, the line that ran from

or silent consent of the union for the
rise. It failed in this, Had the UAW,
however, been ready to withdraw
its -agitation against:an increase in
auto prices, the strike: could very
likely have been settled as readily
as the steel strike led by Murray.
Reuther's opponents-harped on this
point.

ADDES-THOMAS GROUP
TRIES TWO ‘STRATEGIES

The anti-Reuther, forces experi-
mented with right wing and left wing
arguments against- him until they
finally 'settled upon. an attack from
the. right. The left .experimient con-

sisted‘in a eriticism, of ‘the “one.at a..

tirme” -strategy anc{ implied that the
strike was not led militantly and un-
compromisingly enough. This attack
initiated by the CP never aroused
-any -enthusiasm in the Addes-Thom-
as-CP bloc.: The ‘record of the bloc
was too clear: the strikes led by the
CP itself in this period displayetl no
startling militancy. The Stalinist
controlled United Electrical Work-
ers Union settled with- GM while the
UAW fight continued; it was de-
nounced by auto workers for signing
a “scab” agreement. The allies of
the CP in the UAW were themselves
for a more conservative, not-a_more
radical policy. The leftist attack was
forgotten.

The real line of the anti-Reuther
bloc became a conservative, attack
from the right: The strike was called
too soon when the company was too
strong. Reuther's ‘‘screwball
schemes” and “fancy econowmics” is
dragging out the strike. He doesn’t
eare if ‘the workers ‘have to go cold
and hungry because of his'pet theo-
ries. Why does the union have to
stick its nose in where it doesn't
belong?

These arguments were shaped to
appeal to workers with ‘a narrow
vision.” They -banked upon fatigue
and discouragement and depended
upon @' desire 'to return to work ‘at
all costs. But -‘they ‘failed because
more and more workers were recep-
tive to “faney economics,” that is, to
a new social program.

It is meaningless in this connection
fo argue that Reuther may not -have
been “sincere,” that he may have
‘adopted this ‘program for his own
opportunist reaspns, that he does ‘not
or ‘will ‘net -earry ‘out “his program
consistently. Such questions ‘dre “of

'great importafice ‘for ‘anéstimate of'

the-rble Bf Walter ‘Reuther ‘the indi-
‘vidual. ‘But’ we dre eonsidérlhq Hére
the ‘guestion of the role of ‘the Reu-
ther feridéncy or caucus in refation o
the ‘dpposing faction. We dre’ ‘consid-
erihg the ‘relative progresslvenus of
flw ‘Relither ¢amp; ‘relative, ‘that is,
ﬂi ‘the’ ﬁdﬂes-Thhmus-CP ‘bloc.

"If "Reuther for opportunist rea-
sons appeals to and mobilizes radical
workers on the basis of radical poli-
cies, then for similar opportunist
reasons his opponents appeal to more
conservative elements on the basis of
a more conservative policy. When we
weigh the two factions against one
another, the “opportunism,” the “in-
sincerity,” ete., ete., cancel out and
we. are left with the differences be-
tween the groups. (Unless one were

to adopt the utterly absurd belief .

that all the connivers and carrerists
are in one camp and all the honest
idealists in the other. This would
still not explain why the “careerists”
make a radical appeal and the hon-
est- citizens a conservative appeal.)

The issue in the UAW is increas-
ingly posed ss follows: for Reuther,
or against him. Personalizing the

" eonflict in this way dramatizes ‘it ‘as

a fight ‘between ‘individuals but ob-
scures its real content. Of course

fifty to a hundred kilometers east of
the Russian-Polish frontier later
agreed upon at Riga. The declara-
tion “was signed by Lenin, Trotsky
and Chicherin. When the Polish-
Soviet war broke out, Lloyd George
once more proposed the Curzon line
as the provisional frontier during a
Polish-Russian truce.

The Soviet government declared

this-proposal harmful to Poland, pro- -

posing once again the Dryssa, Po-
lotsk, Bar ‘line, which inc¢luded such
important Polish centers as Minsk and
Podolia. The Riga boundary was
drawn west of the line proposed by

-Lenin and Trotsky, because Roman

Dmowskl, leader of the reactionary
Polish Right wanted no mere than 30
per cent of national minorities, in
obedience to his doctrine of creating
a -uni-national Polish state. Stalin re-
vised the policy of the Russian Revo-
lution, returning to the policy of the
Czars with respect to Poland.

‘'The boundary line of the thnd
division of 1795 was rebaptized" as
the Ribbentropp-Molotov line, and
later 'given the name of the British
Lord Curzon. Under the ‘pretext of

“‘compensating” Poland, the Oder- -

Niesse line was established as the
western frontier of Stalin’s Russian
empire in the West.

REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE PRESENT FRONTIERS

The Oder-Neisse line is, in the
first ‘plaée, a frontier between two
imperialist bloes, and, in the second
place, the line of demarcation be-
tween puppet Poland and subjugat-

different individuals do oppose  one
another for election, for eontrol of
the union. Those who are dismayed
by such “power” politics within the
labor movement can seek vainly for
some substitute means of deciding
between conflicting pregrams -and
policies other than through the con-
flict between individuals and groups
which represent these- programs and
policies.

The contestants, in what often ap-
pears as merely a conflict of person-
alities, appeal to and mobilize dif-
ferent strata or tendencies that al-
ready exist within the labor move-
ment. Or, in'a somewhat different

way, different tendencies or strata -

foree to the fore as their leaders,
those individuals who will thereafter
represent these - tendencies. The
prominénce of well known individu-
als usually serves to blur over what
is really going on. The rank and: file
seeking a short-cut in the pursuit of
its aims wusually expresses itself
through the already prominent lead-
ers. By a strange refraction, it seems
as though these leaders themselves
create the movements among the
ranks. In the UAW a radicel ten-

-dency or movement impels Reutke*r

to the forefront.

THE BASIC DIVISION
BETWEEN THE TWO CAMPS

This or that ‘individual in either
of the two groups can be singled out
as a man who-shifted to the opposite
side on ‘'some guestion or other. But
these isolated or accidental cases of
crossing thesliné does not erase the
line itself.”" In both camps, we can
find conservatives, “red-baiters,”
Jiim- Crow elements. (The CP itself,
for ewamiple, is the outstanding red-
baiting group in the labor move-
ment. It most violently lashes out
against the truly socialist and revo-

A Letter from a

European Comrade

Dear Friends (In English):

With much pleasure we have re-
ceived your amiable parcel. Many,
many' thanks for-it. I do mot think
that I need tell you how splendidly
we can use all these fine things. But
because you send us such parcels
you have given the proof that you
know'what hard times we must un-
dergo in Germany in the moment.
These times are very difficult, men-
tal ag well as material.

It would be too long to write to you
all these things now, but it is now so
that we non-Fascists and former po-
litical prisoners must bear the huge
suffering of the German people.

I miyself had to leave Germany in
1933 ‘and lived as a political emi-
grant at Copenhagen. After the oc-
cupation of Denmark by the German
troops I lived there illegally and had
a leading part in the resistance of
the Danish workmen and socialists
against the occupation troops. At
this work I was imprisoned by the
Gestapo and brought to Germany to
be sentenced to death. I was dragged
through different prisons and freed
here in Beyrouth by the Americans.

I would be very glad to get a letter
from you, for we in Germiany have a
great thirst to hear what happens in
the world—especially we who have
not forgotten our international atti-

“tude in spite of Hitler and who have

remained to be what we were. Once
more it would be very fine if a letter
would follow your parcel and many
thanks for your solidarity.
With my best greetings, I am,
Yours truly,
G. J.
Feb. 15, 1947, Germany.

- wing”

ed Germany. This line is the expres-
sion of the relationship of forees be-
tween the Anglo Saxen bloec and
Stalin’s empire. To the degree that
it changes it will express the change
in the relationship of forces between
these two blocs. Because they are
conquered and. occupied countries,
neither Germany nor Poland possess
frontiers. The Oder-Neisse is in re-
ality not a boundary between Ger-
many and Poland, it is the Anglo-
American Russidn frontier.

For this reagon, neither the Polish-
nor the international proletariat can
take its place on either side, buf
niust pursue the interests of the pro-
letarian third front, which is op-
posed to- both tmperialisms. Ameéri-
can imperialism supports the pro-
gram of revising the Oder line, Rus-
sum imperialism supports the nega-
tive proposition. We are in prineiple
opposed to all occupations, all an-
nexations, and all imperialist’ revi-
sions, favoring the frée settlement
of frontiers between free peoples,
between the German and Polish re-
publies, within the framework of a
Socialist United States of Europe.
But, if under the pressure of Amer-

" dean imperialism, Russia is obliged

to yield and admit the revision of the
Oder line, we cannot except o uni-
lateral revision, but must demand

- .the restitution of the Polish terri-
‘ tories in the East. The Oder-Neisse

line is the Siamese twin of ‘the Cur-

_zon line, condemned to o fatal sym-

biosis with it. The revision of the
Oder-Neisse line will bring with it,

. as an inevitable consequence, the re-

lutionary section of the lubor move-

“ ment.)

The Reuther tendency does not con-
sist exclusively of militants and pfo-
gressives any more “than the anti-
Reuther group consists exclusively of
hard-bitten conservatives ‘and incur-
able Stalinists. The facts of UAW life
over the past years nonetheless prove
that the Reuther tendency by and
large is based upon and receives its
stamp from the forward moving radi-
cal and progressive elements while:
the- anti-Reuther bloc is based upon
and appeals to the conservatives and
the reactionary Sfulinisi elements.

The. two tendenciés in the UAW
are usually veferred to as the “left-
and the “right-wing”; the
Reuther faction is called the “right”
and the anti-Reuther bloc, the “left.”
But this careless termmology is
based wpon a misconception. The
term “left wing” signifies a policy of
more militant, more radical struggle
on behalf of the working class.
“Right-wing” signifies a policy of
compromise or sacrifice of the inter-
ests of the working class. Judged by
these standards, the Addes-Thomas-
CP bloc is typically a right-wing and
the Reutherites are to its left. The
fact that the Stalinists sacrifice the
interests of the workers to the inter-
ests of the Kremlin does not change
this fact. It only emphamzes it.

The genuine left wing' of the
labor movement is composed of the
adherents of revolutionary social-
ism, or Trotskyism, and their follow-
ers. This group, although tiny today, .
will gain supporters’ precisely from

vision of the Curzon line and the
shifting of all the frontiers in all of
Central-Eastern Europe. Once again
tke*p? oblem of the re-settlement and
the ‘re-emigration of millions upon
millions of Poles and Germans will
arise, For all’ these reasons, the in-
ternational ‘and Polish proletariat
must oppose a unilateral revision,
and must demand a general revision
of the imperialist agreements at
Potsdam, and an end to the occupa-
tion of Europe by the imperialist

ai'mies. The correct readjustment of

national frontiers, and the abolition
of annexations, occupations, and all
the rest of the paraphernalia of im-
perialism can only be realized by a
Socialist United States of Europe.

However, within this same impe-
rialist stluctme, the international
proletariat is interested in liberating
the German and Polish proletariat
and people, as well as the other peo-
ples, from the clutches of the bar-
barous Stalinist totalitarianism, be-
cause this would signify the resurg-
ence of the revolutmnary working
class movement in this part of Eu-
rope. From this point of view, the
revo]utmnary proletariat can sup-
port the general readjustment of the
frontiers in Central-Eastern Europe
In such a case, should the revision
of the Oder-Neisse line take place,
the international proletariat and
revolutionary socialist policy ought
to demand the total restitution of
Poland’s territory as of 1939, and
the abolition of the hateful imperial- °
ist Curzon line, the line of the Czars,
of British imperialism, Hitler and
Stalin.

among those who are now attracted
by ‘the Reutherite policies. Compared
to the real left, Reuther occuples a
pesition in the middle, a “centrist”
position. On virtually all the vital
questiohs facing the labor movement,
questions of mational and interna-
tional*import, Reuther and the group
he represents take a ‘position which
to' say the very least is . . . inade-
‘quate. Reuther himself is a defender
of the “free enterprise” system, that
is, of capltahsm

It is ‘Reuther's “basic shoﬁcommg
that We'rises on the shoulders of radi-
¢al warlters nd at “the ‘same #ime

ellilg: to the capitalist system."While .

“represents" ‘the ~progressives,
w’bll‘e he ably articulates their de-
'sirés, le remains fundumen!ully the
‘outward eéxpression ‘of ‘the alfeady
existing level of consciousitéss of the
militant wing of the UAW. He does
not raise that level of consciousness
and understanding any more than a
thermometer raises the temperature.

But these considerations in no way
alter our differing estimates of the
two main tendencies in the UAW.
We support the Reuther tendency as
against the Addes-Thomas-Stalinist
bloc-and Wwork for its victory in the
union, This does not at all mean to
have confidence in Walter Reuther,
the individual. It means to have con-
fiderice in the future evolution of
that strata of militant workers in
the union which is at this time
grouped around him. It is this type
-of militant which will be the basis
for ‘the ‘development of a workers
party.

Hungry Workers

European working cldss’ ‘family?

‘Nazi and labor fighters?

197 Second Avenue
New'York 3, N. Y.

ACEWR
197 Second Avenue
Ne\nj York 3, N. Y.

————food packages

will you undertake to help us send ‘food and clothing regularly to a

Will you suppert the AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its 'campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing te families of European socialists, anti-

If you can give us this support, please send all contributions (in
the form of food, clothing and money donations) to us at the address
given below! We will takescare of seeing to it that these contributions
of yours reach those who need them most of all.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS 'RELIEF

Remember! $10 will enable ‘us to send a 21- -pound CARE Food.
Package to a Eur opean W01 kmg Class Famlly

I am ready to help a European fdmily during the coming months.
I"am ‘sending the ‘following ‘Eontribiition: §.

-

—————clothing packages

L et e o R g
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A;I(RON

"'Writ'e ‘to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

‘Headquarters: 21 West Preston St

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every I'riday at & pm.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each month:

»
For details of Workers
branch, contact above address:

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
“Open-meetings on Sunday evenings.

Party

" CHICAGO

. LABOR ACTION 1501 W. Madlson,

Ind floor, Chicago 7.
Telephene—CHEsapeake 5708

‘OfMice hours: 8-5:36 p.m. dally, ex-
cept '‘Bundays. Tnnduy ‘and Wednes-
day eveninys.

*SOCIALIST YOUTH L bA(.aUE—-b&.b
ubkday, March 22, 8 o'clock—"Ye Olde

Barn Dance”’—Squares, reels, floor
show. All invited, wyoung and old.
Free food; 50c contribution.

CLEVELAND

.The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party 'meets every Sunday at
8:00 p.m.

The Cleveland branch of the So(‘la]-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at 8:00 p.m.

A class in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite headquarters are nbt yet
established for these meetings.

DETROIT

 Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Roomas
9. and 10. Telephone: PLaza 65559,

Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on "Sta-
linism.”

LOS ANGELES

New headqumtus address: LABUR
ACTION," 8314 So. Grand, Los An‘
geles 7.

Tel.: PRospect 6032. (If no answer,
phone AX 2-9067.)

Office hours: 2 to §
Sunday.

LOUISVILLE

For othér Informatfon Tregarding
LABOR: “ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK
. HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Baturday-—3 to 4 p. .

! Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m,
et Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:

NEW YORK CITY

. CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,

p:m. daily except

third floor. Open. every day from 10.

am. to 10: 30 p.m., except Saturday
until ‘6" p.m.

Telephone: CHelséa 2-9681.

You are wélcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City. .

BRONX BRANCH: Mesets every
Thursday at. 8:165 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. a.t the Workers
Party Headqguarters, ‘2143 ‘Sewmm
Aive. (near 126th St.), room 106, }

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets: evemr
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the ‘Workers
Party City. Center, 114 ’West ch Qt.‘
thii‘d floor.

“CHELSEA "BRA’NCH metl u’ﬂl!‘?
Thuraday, 8:15 p.m. &t the Wor
Party City Center, 114 Wept ch '!:H».
third floor. .

- SATURDAY AF'I‘ERNNUN BRA.NLH
Meeta ‘every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers: Party City Center, 114
West ~.ith St., third fidor.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH ZHAUI.;
BRANCH: Meéts every Wednesday at
‘8:15 p.m. at'the Workers Party He*d-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., iecbnd fidor..

BRODKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, AST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets' every
‘Wednesday at ‘8:15 pim. ‘it De ‘Luxe
Palace, 558 Ho‘ﬁmrd Ave (tmtr 'lTlt-
kin ‘Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE' Heets
every TFriflay at 8:15 p.m. at the

Workers  Party Headquutm . 278
Fulton St.. second ﬂoor. £
READING *

For ‘informatlon regarding the xc-
tivities and affairs of the Reddinig
Branch o0f the Workers ‘Plrt.'r "ld-
dress: ‘P. O. ‘Bu!: 18'3‘1

PHH.ADELPI‘I‘IA

HEADQUAR’.‘I.‘ RS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Averife (3fd foor).

Workers Party Branch rheets Wed-
nesdays ut 8 'p.m.

) (‘oming events at Labor; Action
Hall, 11359 West ‘Girard Avenue

Sunday, April 20, 8:15 pm—Fourth
lecture in Social Forces In the T. S.
—Indiistrialism 'I'rlum‘ﬂnim.

Sunday, April (27, 5400 ‘p:m.<iDinner
sponsored by American ~Gomihittes
for Iuropean V/orkers' ‘Relief. -

"mnda} April 27, 815 pm—-—'i‘lfth
lecture ‘in Nodial Forces in U. H~New
Deal and Peritinnent Social Crisis,

Friday, May: g, 8:15 p.m.—May Day
Rally. ‘Speeches, songs, gnetins‘s. mo-
vies, ete,

Suntday, May 4, 8:15 pm -—‘Simh
and Final lecture in ‘Soeial ‘Fordes ‘Ih
U. S—American Finhnce. ‘Capituiint
‘Inipérialism Versus Ruskinn nll.'l'ehn-
cratie Collectivist lmnejzlnllﬁm. o

‘Suturday, - May 17, 8.30 *pm-——nLecv
ture on History of Jazg, (,dnvcert and
Dance. ;

ST. ‘LOUIS

Write Douglas Btldge 6517 ‘Corbitt
Avenue, University thy 14,

SAN FRANCISCO' M‘l’ MIEA

For ‘inforfnation on the #ctivities
of “tHe Workeirs” Party ih the San
Francisco- Bay area writg: LABOR

ACTION, 466 Tenth ‘St, Roorh 208,
Ouakland 7, Callf. .
SEATTLE

Wrlte {o P. 0. Box 29, Universily

~+ Pogt Offce, for —mforma.tiun

For infermation of Wor‘ken l*ﬁrt!
addresses ‘arid activities in cities 'not
listed above, Write to: Workers, Party,

4 Court Sguare, Long Island City 1,

N. Y.

(Continned frmn mge 1)

in Klém—Meu'sljol‘f ‘tiear Léipzig, she
had inteddéd fo go to Vienna. When,
on Her Way ‘there, she 'thet liér son
in ‘Linz, Both “st‘aﬁ’ed there. Fischer
workéd “fdor ‘the Upﬁer-Austrla
Workers Chariiber ‘since J une” 1,
19486, -

“Fischer," while in Linz, staye'd in
contact with his former Communist
fellow-prisoners and helped them to
keep contact among themselves.
They ‘weére awsre of His political

Where You Can Buy
tabor Atfion and
New !mmmibnul

Kullas Cigs.r Store, 1 W. Market St.
News fExchange, '61 8. Madin 5t 2
National 2ews Co., 333 8. Main St,

'La Saﬁe Cﬂnfacucmery, 640 'S. Main

%A«Lm“

“Fayt'tﬁe éhd ‘Calvert Streets

CLEVELAND

W!‘asatmdﬁ 8’ store. 19 Proapect Ave.

DETROIT -
‘Cart's Bookstore
riéir. €lairmont.
CasaWarren Drugstore,
’Wayne Unlverslt,v
Tamily Nelvsstand, downtown, in
* front bf ‘Fathily- Theater,
‘Highiand : Park Netsstand, .
Woodward, near Davison.

wmswm oy

‘l_i‘qd]ghbp. betw Liberty and

el & o Rs g

9109 Woodward,

opposite

13501

R ;
" 91 Burkloey Bticet.
168 ‘Belmiont ‘Ave. '
Northeast corner, Market and Mul-
‘berry. =)

READING'
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-Hitd {’h “ACTION aniy

l*mubhrma
Dh A
504 ’ﬁur*’ 11th ‘dnd ‘Walnut,
NW ‘cor. 13th and Market.
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838, cor. 19th and Market.
Nr. N.E. ce Broad, St ‘and Glrard
Ave. i 4
‘New. Thternhtliml]: Al
N:E. cor. '11th ahd 'Walmlt
N.,w. 80T, 139, and Market,
N.E. cor. .and Arch.
WN:E. ‘eor. ISth ‘and ‘Market.:
N. E. .¢or. Brnad ahd 'Columbia.
Ncrthea.st corner.of Broad and Erie.
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opinions, and he talked with them
about this fairly often. He made
friends with a young Communist
girl and attempted to convinee her of
the correctness of his political views.

Ardund the beginning of 1947 he
was ‘invited to a meeting of Commu-
nist “functionariés—the names of
which ‘are unkndwn ‘as yet—dnd was
reéquesfed to cease his relations with
that 'girl. Despite the fact thdt this
warnitig'was made in a friendly tone,
Fistlier ¥elt it os a' threat. As his
mother learned ‘only very recently, he
had told ‘a relatively strange person
as edrly 'as 1946 that the GPU wads
intérested in him.  The young Com-
munist ‘girl referred ‘to above, Veru
Kerschbaumer, 'had ‘once told Fischer
that she was asked by the leader of
the’ Communist ~Party for ‘'northern
Austria, Franz Heider, whether ‘she
wias in-love 'with Fischer. When she
answeréd the question in the nega-
tive, Heider had #old her, "That is too
bad. ‘'Yéu could -have gotten a lot of
information: from ‘him."

Vera Kerschbaumer works for the
book store of the Communist Party.

On January 22, 1947, Fischer called -

her there by telephone in order to
make a date for that night. Since he
could not reach her there, he asked
another employee of the bunk store
where he could meet Vera. He was
told ‘that Vera would call for him at
his ‘office.

LOST WITHOUT TRACE

Vera lives in Urfahr, a Russian
occupied section of Linz. Fischer
[that night] brought her to her
apartment on the Poestlingberg.
There they met and tried to avoid
Vera's step-father, a Commumist
Party functionary, who was hostile
to her relations with Fischer. De-
spite the fact that the step-father,
Engineer Heil, was obviously on his
way home, he al‘l‘iv'ed there, as Vera
later reported, a whole hour after
she did.

Fischer said good-bye to Vera on
the Poestlingberg, which is approxi-
mately 45 minutes from his own
apartment, and made a ‘date for the
next day. He never retiurned home,
and since then has been lost with-
dit ‘@ ‘trace.’ When ' Fischer had
daifeady left the Workers Chamber
offices ‘'on January 22, a phene call
was™ made ‘there from-a man who
spoke with a foreigh ‘accen?, The next
morning, the Workers Chamber was
dgain called and was asked for the
home tddress of Fischer. When the
clérk ‘asked ‘who was calling, the dn-
swer'wds "Police Headquarters Linz."
This, #o the clerkr
ridiculous. He hung ‘without saying
anything further. No furfher phone
calls were made.

When Fischer failed to come home,
his'mother applied on January 23 to
the Workers’ Chamber for informa-
tion.' Through the help of the Cham-

med ‘thoroughly:

'nqpped Karl F:scher --

ber secretary, Richard Strasser, she
got in touch with the Socialist Dr.
Blum, who occupies, a leading . post
in the administration of the Rus-
rian-becupied section of Austria. Dr,
Blum referred the investigation to
the Chief of Police of Urfahr, Sgt.
Sever. The investigation remained
futile. ‘Only on January 27 Richard
Strasser, together with Mrs. Fischer,
made a “missing persons’” report to
the Linz police headquarters. The
radio and the ‘press carried the re-
port simultaneously around the be-
ginning of February. Only the Com-
munist “New Times” printed the re-
port a few days later than the other
papers.

SPREAD SUICIDE FALSEHOOD

Richard Str assel, who had spent
the period of 1934-5 in Russia and
had then lived in England until the
end of the war, is a functionary of
the “Society of the Friends of the
Soviet Union.” It is probable that he
has fairly close connections with
the Communist Party. Shortly after
Fischer vanished, he made it under-
stood that Fischer's end came
through suicide. He told this'even to
Fischer’s mother. In tle Workers
Chamber he spread the idea that
Fischer in the period immediately
preceding his disappearance, had
acted in a very peculiar manmer.

This was denied by all those who
had had anything to 'do with Fischer
at the time. On the contrary, Fischer
had Been a very quiet and though#ful
person. In the days before 'his disap:
peardnce, he had heard that an dld
friend and comrade of his, N. N., had
come to Tirol from Frarice, where he
wanted to meet Fischer. He had
loocked forward o ‘this very much.
From ‘all his remarks in the days be-

fore 'his disappeurance, it is clear

that he was full of plans for the fu-
ture. His mother, with whom he lived

"in perfect harmony and who enjoyed

his complete confidence, Athinks that
the explanation of suicide is absurd.

Mrs. Fischer, through former fel-
low prisoners of her son, has in-
formed the Minister of the Interior,
Helmer, of this occurrence. As far
as she knows, no steps were taken by
the miinister in this connection.

Since Mrs. Fischer has connected
the Communist Party with the dis-
appearance of her son in numerous
cohversations, Franz Heider was
asked about the matter by former
colleagues of Fischer. His answer
was that he knew about the rumors
and that if they were not stopped
he “would know how to deal with
them.” He -further- said that-it- was
an open secret that Fischer had been
in contact with the French Intelli-
gence apparatus. That, too, is em-
phatically denied by Mrs. Fischer.
In view of the political orientation
of her son she feels, such an impli-
cation is slanderous.

On the Situation in
The Teachers Union

Editor:

When Governor Dewey of New
York State signed the bill on April
12, passed by the State Legislature,
establishing higher salary schedules
for teachers and other conditions
pertaining to increments, promo-
tions, etc., he issued a statement
praising its provisions. Various fea-
tures of the legislation had been un-
der -intense fire by the teachers of the
state ‘as reported in earlier articles
in' LABOR ACTION. At 'several
points in the fight they made "against
it 'strike action was threatened, but,
except for the courageous strike of
the \Buffalo teachers, did not mate-
rialize, '

The Legislature passed the bill
about a month ago. For reasons
which have not been made public,
Dewey waited until -April 12 to
sign it. The teachers thus had some
four weeks to continue their ‘fight.
But shortly after the bill was voted
into law- their fight subsided. No
one has vouchsafed a public explana-
tion.

This is not surprising on the part
of - leaders like Mrs. May Andres
Healy, chairman of the Teachers’
Salary Conference in New York
City, a Tammany politician, and Lef-
kowitz, leading light of the Teachers
Guild, AFL. Although they denounced
the measure when it was introduced
into- the Legislature, and ‘Lefkowitz
even sounded the strike tocsin be-
fore he went up to Albany with other’
delegates in an effort to amend it,
they quickly reversed themselves
and discovered great mierit in it.

The leaders of the Stalinist-influ-’
enced Teachers Union, CIO, on the
other hand, were unsparing in their
condemnation. But aside from an
“emergency” mass meeting and one
or two other gestures, they have like-
wise been conspicuous for their fail-
ure to make use of the period of
grace Dewey allowed all concerned.
If they have changed their minds
about the evil consequences of the
bill they predicted, they have not
said so openly. ]

The impunity with which Healy
stalled off a strike vote of New York
City teacHers, des;ute the bonsmera-

AT vl - ) e b i

ble pressure for ‘it, and with which
Lefkowitz, on :several occaswns. al-
ternately” threateried ‘to support ‘the:
clamor for a ‘strike poll made ‘psinci-
pally by the Telchers' Union tepre-
sentatives in ‘the Teachers’ Salary
Conference, ‘and ‘denounced 1t, 15 in-
dicative of more ‘thar “the’ ‘confusion
and vacillation  which ‘ohie ‘expects
from leaders of this ‘stripe. It points
d Tesson in'the respunmbmty ‘of revos-
lutionary workers and m thé tactms
of party building. :

Why was Lefkowitz able 1o Sw'mg
back ‘and forth on his demagogic tra-
-peze? Why could Heéaly sit securely
on the lid of ‘a boiling pot? Where
were the peoplé .who could “have
ripped the veils of illusion in which
they dressed themselves and ‘éXposed
their chicanery? Where were the
people who could have ‘comipourided
the necessity and constructive. nature
of a teachers’ strike by New ark’s
teachers°

Thete were the Stalinists. ‘Bijt ‘they
were walking softly as if on eggs.
Besides, although they worked -side’
by side with them in ‘the schools, they
were removed from ‘the members of
the. organlzatwns led by Healy and
Linville by thelr separate o:-g_amza-
tion in the Teachers Union.- And, ‘to
be sure, nothing constructive can be
expected from Stahmst cmmsm aud

cept their own nether world of
trigue and power. &

Theré are Socialists in the Teach-
ers-Guild. Theré is Teason to believe
that at least a number of them do-not
see eye to eye with Lefkowitz policy.
It should be recalled that a major-
ity, an overWheTm:hg ‘ajority,
fact, of the Deélegate ASSemh’fy oi
the ‘Guild voted 'seVeral nioh“fhs ago.
ih favor ‘of elimiating thé no strike
clause of the constitution of " thé
Américan Fedetation  of Téac‘l‘iers
AFL, ‘with which the ‘Guild ' is aﬂ‘fl-
iated. It is to be assumed that social:
ist” votes were’ mcluded in ‘this tha-
jority. Yet it Voices were mised in
the ‘Guild Hgainst mkowitzs ‘po‘lic‘y
there“is ho indicatiﬁn that a déribu‘s
fight Was made hgﬁi‘n&t e
" Where Wer‘e ‘thé' ‘tédchers ‘who in
former 'yeat's bdttled v‘igoraus‘ljr Hnd
well Agaftist the tongeivative ‘atid bu’-
retiucratic ‘policiés of TbfkoWits -
Lin\Hné *cmn‘ th’ey W

ship of.the Tedchers Union, before
the -Stalinists captured control of it,
and I..eﬂ:ow:tz #plit away to form the
Teach'é:rs ‘Guild? Why did ‘they play
ng role in the mtuauon" '

thé interse - ﬁg’ht in  ‘the ‘I‘eachers
Union in ‘the early thirties, whén ‘the
membership was divided over ‘poliey
to ‘¢oriibat the Wwige cutting campaign
of 'the 'La Guardia’ admims‘lratlon
'I'he ma]onty Wwds- for "a  vigorous
fight, but ‘the ‘leadérship, ‘16d by Lef-

kowitz and Linville, who has since

dzed Were for a pusillanimous pol-
Iéy of inefféctual protest.

'The largest” obpomtmn ‘grotip, the
Rank " and ‘File, was' léd by tha Sta-
linfsts: ‘A sizable  group, the Pro-
gressives, Whs mﬂuenced by the
Lovestorieites. Socialist Party foIlow-
érs’ and members ‘stupportéd ‘tHe Lin-
ville-Lefkowitz 1éadership.’ The Trot-
skyists ‘entéréd the §1tuat‘[on 1ast of
all ‘and “thade considerable headway
both ‘on nion ‘and ‘politi¢al grounds.
A ‘niifnber 6f “members of ‘the”union
were’ recrulted to the Trotsk}'lét
movémént

‘Il ‘the split the Stalinists rerhaihied
ifi t:o’ntrdl of ‘the ‘Union; 'the Social-
lsts ‘werit “into’ the" Teat'hers “Gulild.
THe Lbvestorite: group dissolved in
1641, Its*union’ péup’ie)ost their polit-
idal cqhé ion “Hid driffed’ mto bther
fields and ‘Gecupations. | :

“Phe T otskyists . dissolved their.
party, eriteréd “the Socialist Party,
Were” expriel‘léﬂ U organized the $6-
cialist Workers Party.. Them union
people Wete “seattorad; soiie “entered
industry; others were drafted; and
s0 on.

“Améhg the teachers who h#d ‘sup-
ported thé unicnh policy of the ‘Liove-
stoneites and Trotskylsts were de-
vbted. ‘mién - aMd “ortien,, ‘highly
trained politidally ‘and organization-
ally, skilled-in- ‘union ‘proeedure ‘and
fighting. They could  have been of
great value in the Tecent tedthers
sfruggle They could have been
spokesitien ‘anfd Teadeérs.

They could have been of even
greater " value m persuadmg the
teachers to adopt a strike policy. They
qbuld -have been of inestimable value
ih exposing the cowardice and du-
phmty ot the Tamrmrany. pohti-clan,
May Andres .Healy, chairman of the
Teachérs “Shlary ‘Cb‘hfex‘ence, Whb,
tﬁxcked and veered and stalled on the
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question of taking a strike poll, until
the crisis abated and there was no
longer any point in it. They eould
have been instrumental in exerting
bowerful pressure in the Teachers
Guild against the wvacillations and
duplicity of Lefkowitz, who alter-
nately threatened sirike and spoke
against it.

But they were not there. To the
extent that they had left the teach-
ing field on their own initiative in
pursuit of personal ends, they placed
personal ends above the need to en-
trench themselves among teachers, to
sit out the doldrums and be ‘on hand
to give support and leadership when
the 'struggle got hot and teachers be-
gan to move as they never have be-
fore in the United States. '

To the extent that they acted in
conformity with, party policies and
decisions the responmbzllty, of course,
does not rest on them, but on the
party. The wisdom of removing them
from the teaching field, whatever its
motivation and result elsewhere, has
entailed a lost opportunity.

Olive Karen.
®

The above was coniributed as a
discussion article. We are, however,
printing it as a letter because we
find it difficult to comment on the
point made toward the end of -our
contributor’s article. We are not sure
that. we understand it. There is no
doubt that if there were a large
group of Trotskyists among the
teachers, they could be influential.
As it happens, there is not. The
Workérs Party would gladly accept
teachers into its ranks. However, it
has deemed it necessary to concen-
trate its recruiting efforts among the
industrial working class. This seems
to us.an eminently correct policy. If
any teachers should join the Workers
Party, we are sure that they would
be asked to be active in the struggles
of the teachers.—Editor.

Says Charlie Chaplin
Disappoints Him

Si:

I am very disappointed in Charles

Speneer ' Chaplin. The man is sup-
posed to be a friend of the “worl-

L
ing man" and yet when his new
movie “Monsieur Verdoux” was re-

leased in New York Saturday, the
cheapest seat was $1.80.

Now who can afford such prices?
Why, the filthy rich of course! A

poor guy like myself, that Chaplin:

is SUPPOSED to be a friend of, is
going to have to wait another year
till them fantastic prices are lowered
so I can see the movie.

‘Ivan Colitz, Chicago.

Ve \
Record Profits
"Worry" Business

"Corporations’ pl"o_'l'l!s climbed
to ‘an ‘annual rate of 315 billion in
1947's first quarter, the Commerce
Departmént calculates, That's $3
billion above 1946 profits. Field of-
ficés repbrt bisinessmen ‘dre wor-
ried about public reaction to these
profits and cohfinued High prices."”

Wall Street Joiirnal

PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER,
AMERICAN ‘COMMITTEE FOR
EUROPEAN RELIEF,

Announces

"ITALIAN NITE"
"Real" Spéaghetti Dinher

ENTERTAINMENT

Date: SUNDAY, APRIL 27
Time: 5:00 P. M.

Pluce: ACEWR
1303 W. GIRARD (1 flight up).

Subscription: $1.00. Children, 50c
All Proceeds to Ttal. Wkrs. Relief

The recent founding convention of
the Student League for Industrial
Democracy indicates that for the
first time in many years a militantly
left-wing, anti-Stalinist student or-
ganization is appearing on the cami-
pus. Indications of this are to be
seen in the trend of theé convention
discugsion, in its resolution on Tru-
man’s proposals and in the attitude

of, the delegates on the questions of

colonial independence, conscription

and labor legislation.

The organization’s purpose is de-
clared to be the crystallization of
student interest in all forms of de-
moeracy, especially industrial de-
mocracy; at the same time it does
not adhere to any comprehensive
theoretical approach to these prob-
lems, Therefore it provides a com-
mon meeting ground for leftward
moving students.

By its cha:acterlzatwn of Stalin-
ism as the ‘agent of a totalitarian
foreign power, the SLID has the be-

'FOUNDING CONVENTION OF SLID

ginnings of a correct approach to

the Stalinists. The SLID ecalls for
the protection of the civil liberties
of ‘Stalinists (AYD on the campus),
but it will not admjt them to mem-
bership. On both of these issues the
SLID is right, but unfortunately its
attitide toward cooperation with
them on speecific issues is one on
which it may well break its neck.
The decision not to cooperate with
‘the Stalinists on any issues whatso-
ever, adopted at the convention, can
lead in those instances where AYD
is a powerful force to isolation on
such concrete issues as the fight
against. Jim Crow, struggles for
academic freedom. This stems in
part from a failure to understand
that while Stalinism is a totalitarian
force, it must assume pseudo-pro-
gressive forms, which attract many
radicals on the campus.

RESOLUTION ON WAR

The clearest indication of the pro-
gressive nature of the SLID is found
in its resolution on the Truman Doc-
trine. This resolution’ called for the
rejection of any attempt of either
the United States or Russia to inter-
fere in ‘Greek political affairs ‘since
neither has a policy of genuine sup-
port of the democratic aspirations
of the Greek people. Such interfer-
ence, the resolution stated, would
make those aspirations dependent
upon power politics,

The resolution chardcterized both
the American and Russian policies as
imperialist, arid pointed out that the
main purpose of ‘both was ‘to jockey
for ‘position in preparution for an-
other war. It concluded by pointing
out that the peoples of the world
must beware of permitting thémeélves

o be 'pushed into a position where’

the only cheice was one between fwo

imperialist camps. The only solution -

is to reject such a choice and %o cre-
ate an alternative solution through
the active participation of the masses
in the present international situation.

pumst  PRESS MANAOER'S womume

3 3 ‘IIJ
This resolution, distinet from the

general liberal attitude on 1_;he Tru- -
man Doctrine, rejects the whole ba- °

sis of American policy by character-

izing it ‘as reactionary and 1mpcr1al~ A

ist.
The resolution characterizes ‘Stal-

inism as imperialist. This disassoei- °

ates SLID's opposition to the Tru-
man 1{ilolic,\z from that of the ‘Stalin-
ists. Havirig rejected both Americah
reaction and Stalinist totalitarian-
ism it advocates the active 'participa-
tion of the'masses in politics.

ONE MAJOR WEAKNESS

This is actually the crucial point
in the resolution. Having recognized
the imperialist nature of both ‘par-
ties to the Greek quarrel, the organi-
zation does ot hope to solve ‘the’
problem by’  admonitions, prayeérs
and supplications to either side.

There is, ‘however, an important
contradictioh In ‘the ‘SLID reselufion,
The resolution “criticizes the ddmiiiis-
tration ‘for by-pussing the UN: But ‘the

" UN is coriposed of the 'sanie govern-

ments ‘which flie SLID résolution ‘chui=
actérize o imperialist. The fiiiction
of the UNis ¥o ‘atteiiipt to résdlve the
conflict ‘'of the ‘confendig PoWers
with the strongest achieving its ‘domi-
nation ‘ovér the: ofliers.’ When ‘oie 'of
the ‘powers' feéls the necessity ‘to By-

‘puss’ the UN “dnd plunge the world.

into 'war it will ‘not hesitate fo 'do ‘so
Because the ‘pedce of ‘the werld ‘is ‘a
relatively ‘mihor ‘thing ‘In relation fo
its imperidlist néeds. -

To see any hope in an association
of thieves after one has condemned
all the thieves individually, is an
obvious ‘contradiction.

The passige of such a 1esolutmn,

despite its madequacles, c!early in-
dicatés ‘a progressive trend in the

organization which will, we hope, be -
extended by the adoptlon of a simi~
lar attitude by the mcommg Na-'

tional E%ecutive Committee.
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‘By V. L. Lenin:

Letters from Afar ... . . 20c .
On the Eve of October ........... 20c
Paris Cominune. . 25¢

e

The l’rolefurinn Revoluhon
and the Rerfegade Kuuisky 35c

Tasks of the Proletariat .. . 20¢ -

The Young Genernﬂon —
War ‘and ﬂle Second lnfernui'l ‘ZSc
War und ﬂm Worktr..

Prices include cos'} of postage and r
hcndlmg

“All ‘orders must be prepaid

I.ABOR ACTION BOOK SER"CE
4 Court Square '
Long Isiand City 1, N. Y.

TEACHIHGS ‘OF ' KARL MARX 25¢

| 5,1,'._:, €

MAY DAY ISSUE OF LABOR ACTION:

The next issue of LABOR ACTION will be the feature May Day issue.
We are planning many interesting and varied features for this issue, center-

ing around the approaching struggles of American Labor against the cur-u

st BY HENRY JUDD d:

rent governmental-and capitalist offensive,
We would like our LABOR ACTION agents to go to work on two things

for us:

(1) Getting MAY DAY greetings for us, to be inserted in the paper
next issue. Contact your friends, sympathizers and subseribers of LABOR
ACTION, ete., at once. Copy for greetmgs must be in no later than Tués-

day, Aprl] 22'

(2) Placing special, extra orders of the MAY DAY issue (at the one

cent rate) with us, This paper will well be worth distributing and selhng

in various places Send us your extra order at once

The following subscriptions, and renewals were received by LABOR.

ACTION during the past week:

San Francisco ......ccoeeernnnnn.
Newark .....

. 16
.......... 10

Philadelphia ...
Boston ...........
Detroit ..........
Miscellaneous

TOTAL

7

2

"
.................. 1
................................................ 1

. 38

to me, for $1.00.
Name ... '

LT T TP T T Y

Address .....

e T S TR T

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO - ;
LABOR ACTION
4 Couri Square. Long Island Gify 1. N. Y.

PIease enter my subscrlptlon to LABOR ACTION ‘as fo]lows'
[0 6 month subscgiption (26 issues) for 50¢ e

[ 1 year ‘subscription (52 issues);, together
*. with pamphlet “Plenty For AlL,” to be mailed-

(Please prmt)
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Elections in Japan Test Sfrengﬂj _
Of Opposing Classes and Parties

By JACK BRAD

. In a series of elections this month the Japa-
nese people will indicate anew the relative
strength of the differing political parties and
groupings and the development of conscious class
relations. The elections have begun in the prefec-
tures (equivalent to states), continue in the
municipalities and culminate in a national election
for the new Diet (Congress). This will be the first
Diet under the new constitution which becomes
effective on May 2. The inclusive scope of the
elections will. permit a detailed analysis of the
current political situation.

The prefectural election results are being
heralded as a rightward swing. This is over-sim-
plification with a purpose. The prefectural vote is
the least useful as a barometer of political senti-
ment because of the peculiar structure of these
units and their unique history.

The prefectures remain to this day the strong-

hold of local political chieftains. These are not .

simply local bosses machines in the sense of
American big city machines. They are, in most
cases, lineal descendants of the former feudal
lords of the district, heads of families that domi-
nate the economic life of the region. The urban
political power is the modern means of exerting
and securing this dominancé. Japanese local poli-
tics in the villages and small towns is especially
dominated by the large landlords, the usurers and
remnants of the aristocracy. These men have no
political parties. They rule through their class
position and the traditional obeisance they exact
for it. They rule through control of the omni-
present government structure accepting personal
loyalty to the headman. And through their domi-
‘nation of economic life they exact a dependence
which demands its expression in votes if neces-
sary.

WHAT THE PROLETARIAT WANTS

The prefectural elections then are those least
accessible to influence by the advance urban work-
ing class. The issues in the elections are less na-
tional than personal. It is not surprising, there-

fore, that the urban proletariat did not turn out

in large numbers to vote. In Osaka, for example, -

50 per cent of the electorate voted. In Tokyo only
61 per cent. In the last national election the na-
tional average was 72 per cent, with the big cities
polling 80 to 90 per cent. It was in the country-
side, where local pressures and traditional loyal-
ties are heaviest that the vote was heavy. In spite
of this three Socialist governors were elected for
the first time in Japanese history.

Even the major capitalist parties failed to
carry heavily. The Democratic. Party (formerly
Progressives and lead by Baron Shide-Hara)
elected four and the Liberals (present Premier
Yoshida’s party) elected two. The rest are so-
called “independents,” representing the most con-
servative and reactionary and feudalistic elements
on a local plane.

An important factor in the elections has been
MacArthur’s reiterated statements of confidence
in the existing regime. In the screening tests for
former militarists these local political rulers were
passed by MacArthur and thus indirectly ran
with his blessing, even though many of them have
been closely associated with the reaction.

. The eyes of the working class are more closely
concerned with problems of national scope not re-
lated to prefectural administration. These are the
vital problems of food and rationing, Jproduction,
inflation, housing, and peace and reparations.

The outstanding faet of Japanese national
life is that after a year and a half of American
occupation the country is close to economic eol-
lapse. The so-called “March crisis” was predicted
in the press. Its impact has been devastating. The
crisis consists of an exhaustion of accumulated
stockpiles of scarce materials combined with no
important industrial imports to replace them, thus
in turn, hindering production and the vitally es-
sential reconstruction. Secondly, it consists of an
extensive collapse of the rationing structure. In
Tokyo, for example, rice distribution is said to be
eight days behind. In many cities it is said to be
as much as two weeks behind. The working class
is being enfeebled and exhausted by chronic un-

Record of Consumer-FiIching_. Labor-Haﬁng and Discrimination

dernourishment. Inflation and black market

thrives on this misery.
The Yoshida government, unpopular and
feeble, finds itself increasingly incapable of grap-

‘pling with the crises, while at the same time it

organizes its energies for struggle with a fighting
working class. It is forced to rely on MacArthur's
bayonets and directives and prestige. However,
MacArthur seeks to avoid such direct responsi-
bility. He prefers indirect, puppet rule. Hence the
current elections out of which MacArthur seeks
to ‘establish a more popular and widely based re-
gime to carry through the American program.

However, this policy too is framed in a dilem-
ma. The only popular party of importance is the
Social Democratic party which has a strong left-
wing, partially pro-Stalinist. The trade unions,
four and .a half million strong, are dominated by
Social Democrats, Syndicalists and Stalinists,
and in spite of predominantly conservative top
leadership, engage in continual militant struggle.
The trade unions have advanced programs for the
solution of each of the great national problems,

- whereas the capitalist parties have been able to

solve nothing except to ask MacArthur for more
directives. '

MacArthur’s problem is to establish some pop-
ular base for his puppet regime and not give ae-
cess to power to the actively militant working
class. He seeks a conciliation between the Social
Democratic right wing and the Liberal and Demo-
cratic party leaders. The pressure of the Social
Democratic left-wing has blocked this until now.

The Social Democratic leaders do not. desire a
struggle against MacArthur, anymore than do
the conservative and reactionary parties. Nor do
the. Stalinist seek a showdbwn. They too stand
for modernization. Yet all these working class
organizations are faced with the certainty that
even the simplest national problem requires for
the first step toward its solution a struggle
against the occupation. The occupation lies across
the nation as a barrier to any recovery. This first

problem is the one none of these leaderships dare
acknowledge.

AT&T-- World’s Biggest Monopoly

By ARTHUR STEIN

The Bell Telephone System, con-
B trolled by the banking firm of J. P.
[ e Morgan, -is easily the world’s biggest
monopoly. It has had a history of
consistent disservice to its employees
and to the public it pretends to serve:

Its history of labor relations is one
of company unionism, of hypocritical
paternalism, of a constantly harass-

. ing, humiliating discipline, of relig-
ious discrimination against Protest-
ants and Jews, and of never-ending
attempts at union-busting.

& The cost of telephone service to
fel consumers, determined, according to

N FCC regulations, by a rate base of

i operating expenses, is fraudulently

| kept at an exorbitant level by the

2 - American Telephone & Telegraph

L Company, the holding company of

the telephone trust.

Finally, AT&T's telephone trust
has conspired to keep modern equip-
ment from the consumer.

WHO CONTROLS?

s AT&T's monopoly in the telephone
= industry has been made possible by
the passage of the Graham - Willis
Act of 1921, which Congress passed to
exempt the. company from prosecu-
tion proceedings under the Sherman
anti-trust law.
Since then, the Bell System has
bought out virtually all the indepen-
dent ' telephone companies in the
.United States. Since Western Elec-
iric, an AT&T subsidiary, owns al-
most all the patents for telephone
I parts, competitors never had much
: of a chance against the Bell System.
The Morgan banking interests ac-
quired the system in 1907. Since that
time, the Bell System has adhered to
[ a policy of faithfully serving the
I widespread financial interests of that
firm. In December of 1916, AT&T
lent $20,000,000 to Great Britain, for
which Morgan acted as purchasing
agent in this country. This loan was
made despite the fact that AT&T was
so short of funds at the time that it
had to issue bonds to cover the
“amount,

. AT&T's advertising makes much
of the fact that the corporation has

. 683,897 stockholders. The impression

is created that the corporationt is ac-
tnally owned by people of smaller
middle-class status. Nothing, how-
ever, could be further from the
truth, Not only is nearly one-half of
AT&T stock owned by less than six
per cent of its stockholders, but the
actual control of the corporation

rests in only a fraction of this six
per cent, The following quotation
from a report in the newspaper PM
puts the matter very neatly:

“AT&T management has been a
self - perpetuating oligarchy ever
since J. P. Morgan took it over in
1807. He put in as president Theo-
dore N. Vail, who faithfully obeyed

Morgan's orders. Vail chose his own"

successor, who was H. B. Thayer, and
Thayer himself put the scheme down
in black and white just before he
retired in 1925:

“‘We have a very efficient organ-
ization with all the elements of self-
continuation.

“Even before Vail retired, Clifford
had been chosen as Thayer's suc-
cessor.” i

Walter S. Clifford is the present
head of AT&T.

One of the most -insidious prac-
tices in which the company engages
is its conspiracy to keep the cost of
telephone service at totally unrea-
sonable heights.

MONOPOLY AT WORK

Since the base rate, according to
FCC regulations, is determined by
operating expenses, and since prac-
tically all supplies of the Bell Sys-
tem are furnished by Western Elec-
tric, an AT&T subsidiary, the trust
is able to set the cost of its equip-
ment at any figure it wishes. Also,
exorbitant salaries to executives are
added to the base rate. :

AT&T for many years refused to
introduce the handset, since it had a
big investment in older types of
phones. Similarly with the dial
phone, which was not used by the
telephone trust until more than forty
years had passed since its invention.

"When AT&T finally did allow its sub-

sidiaries to use it, it did so only un-
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der the threat of unionization, since
the dial phone allowed it to fire all
but a fraction of its operator force.
The unions which are now striking
against the telephone trust originate
almost all from former company-
sponsored “employee representation
plans.” With this type of company
unionism, the trust sought to pre-
vent its”workers from genuine col-
lective bargaining. ‘This policy back-
fired, however. The telephone work-
ers’ unions, though still hampered by
narrow craft divisions, are today
genuine, democratic organs bof the
workers, ready to resist the en-
croachments upon their living stand-
ard by the Morgan bankers. Many of
the men the company had appointed
as heads of ils employee representa-
tion plans are today serving their
fellow workers as union presidents.

WHY THE UNIONS 'STRUCK

The increasing recognition by the
telephone workers that a strong
union is needed has been brought
about by the vicious anti-labor prac-
tices of the company itself. .

One of the’ issués in the present
strike, for instance, is a dispute over
the company’s pension plan. Under
the plan now in operation, an em-
ployee may retire after 25 years of
service if he is over 55 and less than

T

60, but only with the approval of the
company. In no case is retirement to
be regarded as a,right; it is always
a privilege, which the company may
refuse or discontinue, at its discre-
tion.

The present pension minimum fer
telephone workers is $50 a_month.
From this totally; inadequate figure
the company deducis .one-half of the
government’s- socig] “security benefits.
Union demands:imcthe, present strike
include a doubling -of the minimum,
from $50 to $100 a month,

In refusing this and other umion
demands, the company pleads pov-
erty. A look at the pension payments
to the executives of the company,
however, tells quite a different story:

When AT&T’s president retires, for
instance, he will jbe eligible for an
$87,656 yearly pension; Executive
Vice - President Charles P. Cooper
will receive $38,953.08, and so on
down the line of all the numerous
vice-presidents.

The present is the first national
strike in the phone industry, direct-
ed at all the divisions of the AT&T
trust. The wide support the strikers
have received from all sections of
the American labor movement is an
encouraging sign of a growing deter-
mination to stop the flagrant abuses
of the Morgan_ bankers.

Wanted! Marxist Literature
In the German Language!

We have an urgent request from German socialists and
"workers for Marxist literature in the Ger'mm; language.
We aie therefore u;;pe_aling to any of our readers who
may have any of the writings of Marx, Engé!s. Lenin, Trof-
sky, Luxemburg, Liebknecht, etc.—be they l;ooks or pam-
phlets—to please contribufe these works for a worth-

while purpose. Send them #o

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

and we shall forward them to the proper hands.

The Need for a Labor Party

Is Clearly Demonstrated

What is transpiring in Washington today dem-
onstrates more than ever the futility of the course
of labor in the United States. We are talking about
the so-called “union control” bills which have been
prepared in the House and Senate. These anti-labor
bills come right after that great “socialistic” experi-
ment, the Roosevelt “New Deal” and the second war
of this generation to make the world safe for democ-
racy. These bills follow the great crusade for the
“Four Freedoms"” and the ordeal of the “democ-
racies” against faseism. '

The workers of the United States supported the
New Deal and they supported the war which climaxed
the New Deal. Labor elected Roosevelt to office four
times. In 1944 the CIO through the PAC, organized
the campaign for the Democratic Party and carried
that campaign through to victory. In the 1944 cam-
paign labor in the CIO was so enamored of Roosevelt
that they were ready to follow his lead wherever: he
took them. When their idol, Wallace, was double-
crossed, in order to hold the Southern vote and the
support of the Northern corrupt city machines, PAC
swung in behind Truman, the substitute for Wallace.

Last November the Republican Party won the
cmfgressional elections, This most reactionary of
capitalist parties was victorious because they secured
the support of a lost middle elass, urban and rural,
and of thousands of workers. Many workers who
would not support the Republican Party and who
were beginning to lose faith in the Democratic Party,
stayed away from the polls and did not vote. The
PAC, which' had done a magnificent organizing job
in 1944 was all but bankrupt. The CIO had demon-
strated that the workers were interested in political
action and that labor could be mobilized for political
action, But by 1946, Roosevelt, the idol of the labor
leadership, was dead and Truman had demonstrated

that he was merely 8 man from Missouri. The’

Democratic Party deecided that although Roosevelt
was dead, he should be kept alive for the elections.
Truman would not do. The PAC was in a fog and did
nothing. It gave no lead to labor and had no pro-
gram. Thus labor floundered and the Republicans
took over on Capitol Hill.

WHOM DID ROOSEVELT REPRESENT?

The tragedy today in the ranks of labor is the
tendency to blame it all on the Republicans, or on
Truman as an individual, “Truman is not carrying
out Roosevelt’s policies.” “The Republicans are reae-
tionary.” Who knows what Roosevelt's policies
would be if he were President today? The fact that
Roosevelt was a “smarter” man than Truman and
that he could “get along with labor” are facts which
the working class needs to examine in order to un-
derstand what these facts really mean. Roosevelt
was a capitalist President who always emphasized
that his mission wag to save capitalism. All the
measures which he initiated under the name of
“New Deal” were steps toward the rehabilitation of
capitalism. Roosevelt came to save capitalism. This
he affirmed over and over.

If this is true and it clearly is, what would Roose-
velt or ‘any other capitalist president be doing today?
He would still be saving capitalism and taking those

" measures necessary to ‘that end, no matter what and
which, The fact that Roosgvelt was more skillful, able,
clever and competent than Truman, only means that
he was a better and abler representotive of the inter-
ests of the capitalist ruling class.

As for the Republicans, they of course are the
crudest and the most ruthless representatives of the
most reactionary section of the capitalist class. They
represent the capitalist bosses whose motto is, “Let
Them Eat Cake.”

It would be a fatal mistake, however, for labor

to attempt to make a basic distinction between the

Republican and Democratic parties. Or to make any

fundamental distinction between “reactionaries” and

“liberals” in either party. It is a mistake of a most

grievous sort for labor to give support to “third
party” propaganda; a party to be compsed of “lib-

erals” from the present Republican and Democratie

parties.

CAPITALIST CLASS ACTS UNITEDLY

The capitalist class is a unit and functions
unitedly in_all matters which concern its own class
interests. Both parties are capitalist parties and are
supported indiscriminately by the capitalist tbosses.
In every election they give financial support to both
parties. :

The actions of the Republican Party in Congress
today are the actions of the capitalist ruling class.
The actions of Truman and the Democratic Party are
the acts of the capitalist ruling class. Neither party

-will or can go against the wishes and commands of

the tlass of which it is part and whose interests it
does and must represent.

Workers should get into their heads that Roose-
velt is dead. Taft and Truman are alive. The era
of the New Deal has passed. Capitalism has no need
for a New Deal today. They have billions in profits
and are on the road to more billions. The only ob-
stacle in their road, so they believe, is an organized,
militant and demanding working class. Therefore
they seek to stifle that working class. They will do
this, if labor permits, with the Republican or the
Democratic party. Or with hoth. They will have
their “union-control” bills with a Republican Party
governmeént or a Democratic Party government.

WE MUST DO JOB OURSELVES

The working class should learn and learn quickly
now, that a class, if it is to be protected, must do the
job itself. The capitalist ruling class learned this
as long ago as the eighteenth century. They had
acquired economic power but the feudal class re-
tained the political power. The feudal landlords had
the state and the government, the rising capitalist
class had the money and the business eénterprises.
But this new capitalist class recognized that it must
have its own state and its own government. It waged
revolutionary class war aganist the feudal class,
overthrew this class and set up its own state and its
own government. The'capitalist class is very proud
of the French Revolution and of the American
Revolution of 1775.

The capitalist class now uses its power for its own
protection and for "curbing laber." Labor can break
the bonds of these curbs in only one way: with a gov-
ernment of its own, with its own workers state. For this
labor must have a party with hundreds of thousands
of members. Labor must have a program, a political
program. Isn't this clear yet for every worker to see?
Does labor have to be reduced to complete servility
before it acts? Will we act now or repent our blind-
ness in some conceniration camp?

Labor can go to the leadership of this nation and

'stay there. Labor can reorganize this country. Labor

can reorganize the world. Labor and only labor can
heal the wounds of the world and clean up the mess
which capitalism has made. For this labor must be
politically organized. Not under YWallace and Pepper.
Not under the Roosevelts, the Trumans, the Deweys,
Bilbos and Tafts, but under labor’s own banner and-
program and with labor’s own party. .

1948 is coming with its presidential and congres-
sional elections. Independent political action of labor
and a Labor Party by 1948 is the road away from
all the machinations of the Republicans and Democ-
rats, with their "'union control" bills,
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Reuther Hits at Red-Baiting

By GERRY McDERMOTT |

CLEVELAND — Walter Reuther,
speaking to members of his caucus
in Cleveland on April 11, indicated
the policy he will take toward the
current red-baiting campaign in the
labor movement.

Reuther criticized the role of the
Stalinists in the labor movement,
pointing out that their policies are
dictated not by the needs of the
workers, but by the dictates of Rus-
sian foreign policy.

At the same time, 'however, Reu-
ther defended the right of members
of the Communist Party in the union
movement to hold their views and
blasted Governor Sigler of Michigan
and others who are trying to uge red-
baiting as a weapon against the

. union movement as a whole. An un-

fortunate note in the positiof was
Reuther’s use of the word commu-
nist and communism for Stalinist and
Stalinism, but few prominent labor
leaders make this important distine-
tion.

Reuther’s essentially correct posi-
tion should prove a useful weapon to
the Reuther forces in the Cleveland
area, an area dominated by a strong
Stalinist .machine. The reactionary
and totalitarian influence of the Sta-
linists must be fought, but at the
same time, alert militants must re-
sist the efforts of American capital-
ism to use red-baiting to disrupt, di-
vide and crush the union movement.
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MAX SHACHTMAN

National Chairman, Workers Party |
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Editorial Board, Labor Action

The Socialist Youth League
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THE OFFENSIVE OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM —~ HOW CAN WE STOP ANOTHER SLAUGHTER?

PAUL BERN

Moay ldf, EP. M.
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In calling for solidarily in the
UAW, Reuther hit at his unprincipled
opposition. Solidarity must be based
on the needs of the workers, he said,
and not “based on the political con-
cept of you scratch my back and I'll
stratch yours, or on the guarantee of
union jobs.” This would seem to indi-
cate that Reuther rejects any false
“deal” for unity with the Thomas-
Addes-Leonard conglomeration, who
play ball with the Stalinists and each
other in the interests of their re-
spective careers,

The strategy aimed at Reuther,
with an eye to the approaching con-
vention, is increasingly being dis-
closed in this area. Regional Director

CIO OPERATORS
VOTE ON BACKING
TELEPHONE STRIKE

With the reversal in policy on the

part of the local units of the Amer-
ican Communications Association,
CIO, the telephone strike in the San
Francisco Bay area has , become
almost complete. Until April 11, the
CIO operators, involved in an NLRB
election, refused to honor the tele-
phone picket lines. However, a se-
ries of votes in practically every
town and city in the vicinity found
the CIO workers overwhelmingly in
favor of demonstrating their solidar-
ity with the striking members of the
National Federation of Telephone
Workers.
" The CIO technicians, who service
all the long distance lines on the
West Coast, are currently being
polled on the question of supporting
the strike.

The dilemma of the high-salaried
people who run the world's largest
corporation in the face of militant

"action by their poorly-paid workers

is dramatically revealed by the al-
mpst complete cessation of work at
San Francisco’'s Chinatown exchange.
The regular Chinese operators, who
must know six dialects and the num-
bers of all subseribers by memory,
are striking to a man. The “super-
visory employees” who have taken
,over operation of long distance and
"“¢mergency” service, ‘are utterly

. helpless to replace them.

Paul Miley, who is busy slandering
Reuther, slyly suggests that the Reu-
ther-Thomas fight is a question of
“personalities” and that possibly an
“impartial™ man — Addes(!)—should
lead the union instead. i)

At Fisher Body Local 45, the en-
trenched Stalinists have presented
two ingenious proposals to end the
factional dispute. They propose to
outlaw all caucuses within the unien
until two days before the conven-
tion. This, of course, would prevent
Reuther from taking his program to
the union membership, while per-
mitting the “behind-the-scenes” ap-
paratus of the Stalinists to continue
to: function. The second proposal to
“end” the feud is that no internation-
al officer be permitted to make a pub-
lic statement unless it is approved by
a two-man commitiee of the Interna-
tional Executive Board —one board
member representing each caucus.
This would give the Thomas group
the right to velo Reuther and effec-
tively gag him—and might also pre-
vent Thomas from rushing into print
with more of the wild statements that
embarrass and damage his caucus as
a whole. )

In the background of all this the
rank and file are closely watching
the current wage negotiations with
General Motors and Chrysler. The
conduct of the leadership in this
most important of struggles will
probably decide the outcome of thi
coming convention. .
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