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“Truman Plan’’ Will Not Halt Pnce Rise

"MOBILIZE TO

One Way fo Meet Pnce Rise!

Power Politics Dominates
UN Palestine Discussion

By AL FINDLEY

The United Nations is meeting in
special assembly to discuss the Pal-
estinian problem. Of one result we
can be sure—lots of talk.

Palestine is a small country—in-
habited by two nations—Jews and
Arabs. In addition to the inhabitants
of the country, hundreds of thousands
of Jews throughout the world—sur-
vivors of a ruthless extermination
policy conducted against them by the
Nazis through gas chambers, crema-
tories, etc.,, look to'that country for
their hope of rebuilding their lives
on a new basis—a free national ex-
istence and not a new place of refuge.

The entire Arab world is also in-
terested in Palestine as a part of the
general Arab struggle to achieve full
independence from imperialist rule.

Britain, the largest imperialist
power of modern times, has ruled
Palestine for twenty-two years. Dur-
ing its reign it has encouraged the
conflict of Arab versus Jew in order
to maintain its rule in Palestine and

scommunity,

the Near East. Originally England
promised to encourage Jewish immi-
gration to Palestine. The politicians
of the Colonial Office hoped for a
small Jewish immigration into Pal-
estine which would create a small
dependent on foreign
support. But they miscalculated. The
decay of capitalist society liberated
the most barbaric tendencies. Mod-
ern capitalism revived and intensi-
fied medieval anti-Semitism. The
immigration and industrialization of
the country threatened British rule.
The British therefore built up,
financed and armed the Mufti and
his feudal, reactionary mnationalist
group. The result was the pogroms
of 1929, 1936 and 1939,

One of the favorite methods of
British rule has been the use of in-
vestigating committees. Not less than
seventeen different committees and
royal commissions have been created
to “investigate and solve” the prob-
lem,

- The last plan of the British Labor
Party imperialists, under a fake bi-

CHICAGO, April 28—On the basis
of revelations made by Louis Bud-
enz, former Daily Worker editor
and National Committee member
of the American Communist Party,
in his recently published autobiog-
raphy "This Is My Story,"” Natalia
Trotsky, widow of the Russian rev-
olutionary leader, today demanded
reopening of the court investiga-
tion into the assassination of Leon
Trotsky by Stalin's secret police
in Mexico City on August 20, 1940.
She urged that all the participants
in the plot be called into court,
including the assassin, “Jacson.”

'Natalia Trotsky Demands
Trial of GPU Murderers

_ of this lssue. _

She especially stressed the need
to bring Stalin, the author of this
crime, before the Mexican court.
She also asks the arrest of David
Alfare Siqueires, the Mexican art-
ist who led the armed assaulf
against Trotsky's house on May
24, 1940. She demands. that Com-
munist Party leaders Earl Browder
and Jack Stachel, as well as Bud-
enz, be placed in the hands of the
Mexican judicial authorities.

The text of her statement, re-
leased by Albert Goldman, Trot-
sky's attorney, appears en page 3
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natidnal front, attempted a division
of the country into small cantons
with the British retaining complete
rule of the country. Such a plan, of
course, ‘did not and could not satisfy
either the Jews or the Arabs.

The submission of the Palestine
problem to the United Nations is
another attempt to delay and pro-
crastinate. The immediate cause of
the submission of the problem to the
UN is not the “terrorist’’ acts in Pal-
estine, which have caused the deaths
of 168 British soldiers in two years.
It is rather the great pressure of the

(Continued on page 8)

~cent. .cut” camj

In an adjommg column we cite some
bare facts on prices that are known to
every man, womgn and child in the United
States. They were recognized in a speech
delivered last week by Harry S. Truman,
President of the United States.

The most charitable thing that can be
said of the President's intervention was
that it was inept and meaningless. Having
had his say, and frightened by the furor
his words createl, the President hastened
to inform the press that he contemplated
no further action| He had done his bit, and
he proceeded to! such important business
as vetoing bills he means to sign.

But, justice where justice is due. The
President’s remarks did at least focus nec-
essary attention on the scandalous price
situation. Not that the people needed any
reminder of the intolerable situation. But
it did put the issue back on the front pages
of the newspapers, which had been play-
ing down the robbery of the people by
rising prices. 4 i

Beyond that simple and perhaps uninten-
tional service, the President's recommend-
ations were essentially insulting. He pro-
posed nothing, ?&.} offered nothing. His
boldness, his demands for legislation and
action are strictly limited to strongarm
moves against sfrikers. The net result to
date of his spegch in "responsible™ and in-
consequential Iiu%iness circles is a 10 per
gn-.of .incalculable’ du-
plicity.

The President may -have pulled back,
but for the people there is no pulling back.
They have GOT to do something about
prices!

Perpetrating a New Swindle
There was rhyme and reason behind the

excessive publicity given to the utterly

miserable “Newburyport Plan.” And you
know how much of the country is repre-
sented by Newburyport! But let us credit
the Newburyport merchants with the most
noble of intentions. Let us credit them
with really wanting to cut prices 10 per
cent, though, .as they pointed out, they
would find it difficult to continue their
plan without the agreement of whole-
salers, processors and manufacturers.

Let us even assume that their plan goes
into effect nationally. Ifs gain for the peo-

ple is a 10 percent cut in prices which have
risen several times that in one year!

Hardly enough to erase the bitter wage
cut represented by .these prices!
Actually, this "10 per cent plan" has
proved to be a gigantic swindle in the tru-
-est spirit of "free enterprise.” At least
one enterprising merchant has been found
marking his prices UP 20 per cent in prep-
aration for a loudly announced 15 per cent
cut. The Newburyport merchants have

These Are Facis!

The price of meat last week was 60 per cent
higher than a year ago. Milk was up 32 per cent:
coffee, 49 per cent; lard, 72 per cent; cotton
goods, 39 per cent; lumber, 50 per cent.

In one month alone, from mid-February to
mid-March, food prices rose 3.9 per cent; fats
and eils, ? per cent. Since 1939 food prices, by
a conservative estimate published in the New
York Times, have risen 140 per cent.

complained that others are using the
scheme to move unsalable merchandise.
And the greater number of business men,
those who could genuinely initiate a cut
—the steel manufacturers, the food pro-
cessors, the meat packers—they are
avoiding the issue. Newspapermen sent
out to question business men report an
“indifferent response.”

No, the profiteers and price gougers will
not initiate a cut, nof unless they are
COMPELLED to. They haven’t the slight-
est concern with how well the masses of
people live, They are interested in profits,
and profits alone. These' scoundrels will
use the very hue and cry over the price
situation to perpetrate, by one device or
another, a greater swindle. After all, it
must be remembered that they are the
backbone of- “our way -of life.” And, in
their language, that way of life means the
comfortaid 1%X{i¥iés they can exact for
themselves from the toil of others.

An Effective Program Needed
We are here dealing with a basic ques-

. tion. The need for action has been urgent-

ly demonstrated. Prices cannot be sepa-
rated from wages, profits and the anti-
labor campaign. The thieves who are

=

CGUT PRICES!

® Equally important is resistance against
the imposition of a wage formula that lim-
its increases o a puny 15 per cent. It is
time to revive, in preparation for the next
series of wage negotiations, the GM strike
slogun of last year: WAGE INCREASES
WITHOUT PRICE INCREASES. That is the
key to an effective program.

® It would be the worst kind of folly to
handle the problem of prices merely on a
day to day basis. Thus, an essential plank
in any price program must include provi-
sion for a RISING SCALE OF WAGES or,
as it is more frequently kown, AN ESCA-
LATOR CLAUSE, to free labor of the con-
stant threat of rising prices. It is mani-
festly impossible to engage in new nego-
tiations every time the price index jumps.
Escalator clauses plus a GUARANTEED
ANNUAL WAGE are prime needs of the
American working class.

" ® And the mobilization of labor’s forces

that is required by the vicious bills that
are before Congress. to strip labor of its
rights, the Hartley bill and so forth, can
serve as well to rock the schemes of the

- price gougers.

guilty of boosting prices beyond the reach

of a working class pocketbook are the
very same gentlemen who want severe re-
strictions on unions and who oppose legiti-
mate demands for wage increases,

A comprehensive program is therefore

necessary to tackle all of these simultane-

ously. The very same measures that need
to be used to effect working class policy
on one issue must be applied to other is-
sues. They rest primarily in the hands of
labor and of the people generally.

® It is necessary to organize people's
committees—consumers’ committees, ten-
ant committees—operating locally, and

coordinated through our unions nationally,
involving housewives and union members

in common action.

® Buyers’ strikes were effective last year,
though fragmentary and disorganized. Or-
ganized on a national scale, with the solid,
planned backing of the unions, they can
achieve something substantial.

Yes, such a MASS MARCH ON WASH-
INGTON, combined with a 24-hour werk
stoppage, as we propose to halt anti-labor
legislation would have repercussinns on
the price front.

It may seem far-fetched, but it is not.

This  demonstration of  labor's’ power, -

though limited. to the simple proposition
of halting the anti-labor drive, would at
the same time serve notice that labor
means to make its power felt on all issues
that affect it vitally. And the price issue
is certainly one of these.

The job of rolling back prices can bsgin
in the neighborhood.
reach real stature and effectiveness if it
is accompanied by o general unien cam-
paign and the creation of a democratic
strategy board to coordinate and promote
the struggles of the American labor move-
ment.

® Finally, we must look beyond such im-
mediate demands as are listed above.
There has been ample evidence of the rot-
ten inability of the monopolists to produce
for the benefit of the people. We of LA-
BOR ACTION and the Workers Party be-
lieve there is no permanent solution ex-
cept by bullding a Workers Government.
But in the situation that faces us today
and as it is related specifically to prices

and wages, we believe that NATIONAL-

IZATION OF THE BASIC INDUS-
TRIES, of thé food industry, for example,
UNDER WORKERS’' CONTROL is the
cornerstone of a program that contains
within it the promise of permanent
achievement,

Half-Million Detroit Workers Down Tools

UAW-Sponsored Three-Hour Stoppage and Mass Rally in Cadillac Square Protest Hartley Anti-Labor Bill

WALTER JASON

DETROIT, April 17— The profound
changes in the labor movement since
the great strike wave of 1946 were
reflected in the important events that
have taken place in this industrial
center in the past few weeks, How-
ever, the full impact of these events
has not yet sunk into the conscious-
ness of the ranks, nor is there a clear
understanding of the new situation
even among many active union mili-
tants.

On Thursday, April 24, over 500,-
000 workers here downed tools for
three hours in protest against the
Hartley anti-labor bill in a walkout
sponsored by the UAW-CIO. Over
200,000 poured into Cadillac Square
in a demonstration acknowledged by
everyone to be the mightiest in the
history of the CIO here.

,,Here‘mgﬂ an event to stir the hearts
'of every good union man in America.
Once again the UAW-CIO was show-
ing its strength. “Just like the good

. old days” many militants declared

proudly. It was, a fine demonstra-

tion. Only, it wasnt just like the

officials replied coldly: “If you don't

It is necessary here to bring up to

shot, are against strike action now!

It can, however,

“good old days.” And that's the point,

SOMETHING WRONG

While labor showed at Cadillac
Square how mighty it was funda-
mentally—every important plant was
shut down—something else was go-
ing on in Detroit. It was what the
newspapers called “negotiations be-
tween the UAW-CIO and auto manu-
facturers.” But that is wrong. For
negotiations usually. mean bargain-
ing, a give and take process, in which
the corporation and the union par-
ticipate.

But these weren’t negohatmns
General Motors announced its offer,
111 cents an hour increase, plus six
paid holidays, and Walter Reuther
was told to take it or leave if, and
if the UAW-CIO didn't take it by
May 1, the offer would be withdrawmn.

In another part of Detroit, Chrys-
ler Corporation officials finally said
they would give as much as GM. Up
to that point theyhad been demand-
ing virtual wage cuts. Tor any argu-
ment of the runion officials, Chrysler

¢

like it, hit the picket lines.”

Does the picture begin to become
clear? While 500,000 workers, mainly
from auto shops, put on a demonstra-
tion of power, the auto companies
challenge the UAW-CIO to call a
strike!

A final detail, but important o
round out the picture: at the GM na-
tional delegate conference, after Reu-
ther's repor?;, a delegate called for a
strike. He was roundly booed! This
was coincident to the mass demon-
stration.

The truth of the matter is that the
threat of congressional action, the
wiping out of gains won in 1946, and
the economic uncertainty before the
entire: nation have affected the out-
look of the auto workers. The UAW-
CIO militants are still militant, the
dissatisfaction in the shops is deep,
the men want results, but they don’t
want a strike. Mor'e exactly, the over-
whelming bulk of the men are against
a strike now, be it Chrysler, Ford or
GM, above. all,  GM., :

date another change, symbolized in
the language of the men, that has
occurred: In the “good old days,” a
good rough standard of classifying
unionists was to call a man conserv-

- ative who was against strikes, and a

militant was one who advocated
strike action. M-
This rule no longer applies. Today,
the vast bulk of aute militants, who
have not gone conservative by a long

This is not because they have fallenI-
for the arguments of bureaucrats who
are always against strikes. What is

different today is that wider and -

wider strata of auto workers under-
stand, to one degree or ancther, the
limited character of strike action to
solve the problems of the day! Picket
lines are mecessary, indispensable,
Strikes are not “out of date.” But

(Continued on page 2)

No Comment Necessary! |

Fourteen top executives of General Motors Corporation
received salaries in 1946 totalling:

$1,495,225

Chairman of the Board Alfred P. Sloan Jr. received $196,617.
President of the Corporation C. E. Wilson received $158,600.
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AND V.IEWS FRﬂM THE lABﬂHLIFRUNT

Opposition in UE Ordered to Dissolve

“any of the major, issues before the

NEW YORK—Having failed by its
earlier measures to stem the rising
tide of ‘opposition.to its domination
of the United Electrical, Radio &
Machine Workers of America, CIO,
the Stalinist office-holding machine
is about to resort to open repressions.
The General Executive Board of the’
UE has formally ordered the caucus
of UE Members for Democratic Ac-
tion to dissolve.

At a national conference held last
week-end in Philadelphia, the cau-
cus issued a statement reasserting its
.democratic right to exist and criticize
the administration of the union. The
caucus also reiterated its opposition
to, all secession movements in the
UE.

The latest move of the Stalinist
GEB came after an intense cam-
paign of personal calumny and vitu-
peration, lies and insinuations, waged
in typical Stalinist style. It was done
through various publications of the
UE and by the vast swarm of paid
officials, backed up  by. judiciously-
timed threats and a scattering of sus-
pensions and expulsions on trumped-
up charges. )

Despite the fact that condemnation
of all secession moves ig specifically
stated in the program of the caucus
of UE Members for Democratic Ac-
tion, the Stalinists sought particular-
ly to brand it as *‘secessionist” and
“dual.” _

Encouraged by Philip Murray’s re-
cent order directing Jack Altman's
so-called CIO Committee for Demo-

cratic Trade Unionism to disband as
a dual-union group, the Stalinist offi--
cers of the UE tried to obtain Mur-
ray's direct intervention in the UE
against the UE Members for Demo-
cratic Action. They hoped thereby to
avoid bearing the onus for suppres-
sion of an opposition group. Murray
refused to intervene.

THE OPPOSITION

However, the ~ widening revolls
against Stalinist rule in locals
throughout the country, and the is-
suance  of a national néwspaper by
the UE Members for Democratic Ac-
tion have so alarmed the GEB that
it has evidently decided to risk the
launching of direct, punitive action.

The publication of the first issue
of its newspaper, The Real UE, gave
the caucus of UE Members for Dem-
ocratic Action a renewed opportuni-
ty to put forward a constructive and
aggressive program for advancing the
interests of the membership and
building the union. Such a program
would by contrast expose the windy
but weak policies of the Stalinist ad-
ministration; its ‘failure ‘to take the
initiative in any - large - scale fight
with the forces of the employers; its
tagging along behind the UAW ‘and
the CIO as a whole on major issues
of social policy; its soft and pliant
collective bargaining program, fla-
grantly manifested in its hasty, pub-
licity-seeking agreements with Gen-
eral Motors which undermined the
bargaining position of the UAW both

Compiled by JACK RANGER

tions.

talist in character.

ing, ete.

tasks their jobs call for,

in the industry.

'FOR WORKERS

Bedeaux System, the so-called ‘B-System. A scientific speed-up plan to
intensify explmtauon of the worker.

"'""“ 'ﬁla&k’t‘egion A" fascist 'secret society financed by 'the automobile cor- ¢

“1*"  porations, which arose in the Detroit area in the late 1930s with the |

aim of smashing the Auto Workers Union and other labor organiza-

: bloc, a tcmpdrary agreement between individuals or organizations with
_ different programs to unite for a definite limited action. -

Blanguism, a military conspiracy without a definite class character
which has little public sympathy or understanding.

Bonapartism, the name applied to a government which tries.to appear
to be impartial and non-partisan during-a time of great social ten-
sion in a nation, but which actually serves the cause of reaction
against the masses. Such a government almost always assumes the

character of a military di_ctatorsh_ip.

bourgeoisie, the members of the capitalist class. In the early days of
capitalism, the merchants and business men lived in cities or burgs.
Thus the burghers or bourgeocisie have come to mean the:owning
class and its supporters, while anything that is bourgeois is capi-

boycott, union, an organized refusal to buy non-union goods or services;
or in the case of a secondary boycott, refusal to handle for shipment
or to work with materials which are made in a non-union shop.

Brotherhood, a union. The independent unions of railroad workers, such
as locomotive firemen, engineers and conductors, are referred to as
Brotherhoods Many national AFL unions have the name brother-
hood, such as International Brotherhood of ‘Teamsters.

- bug, popular term for the union label.

Building Trades Council, a local or state-wide delegate council repre-
¢ senting those unions active in the building and, construction indus-
% try, whirh functions to further the ends of all workers represented,
to settle jurisdictional.disputes, to encourage constructmn and hous-

bureaucracy, originally meaning a centralizéd system. of administration
of a government or organization, organized by department or bu- -
reaus. It has now come to signify the tendency of any officials to be
bound with red tape, to be lazy or insolent or rude, or to pay too
_.great attention to their own: careers rather than taking care of the

. business agent, a paid representative of a union who is ysually respon-
_ sible for collecling dues and fines, for negotiating agreements, and
seeing they are lived up.to, for receiving reports from members and
stewards, and presenting reports to the membership on conditions
under which the membership works, for organizing workers within

the jurisdiction of the union, for representing the union before the
public and the labor movement, ete. The office of business agent was
found necessary early in the life of organized labor, when employers
discriminated against unionists dependent upon them for their live-
lihood. The business agent is usually one who has formerly worked

A DICTIONARY

(Contlnued frgm page 1}

the 'el’fectweness of just strike ac
tion, its Iimils, are more and more
clearly undeirsiood. And that is why
the GM and Chrysler offers will be
voted overwhelmingly by the rank
-and file,

The crying need to supplement
" economic action, the burning need
for explanation to. the ranks of what
is different in the situation today
than a year ago; that-is terribly lack-
ing. It was the fatal weakness of the
Cadillac Square demonstration. The
~workers came; they wantéd answers.
. Instead they got a scolding from
Richard T. Leonard, UAW-CIO PAC
director, a smug bureaucrat. “It’s
your fault. You should have voted.”
As though voting for capitalist poli-
t1c1ans Was an answer.
! ,Before the rally, one UAW-CIO
top - leader, Emil Mazey, co-regional

dilector of. Dlstrlct 1. spake at vari-
ous local uniens. His call for a labor
party now received a good response.
But at Cadillac Square no one spoke
for genuine independent political ac-
tion. None of the bureaucrats dared
admit the blind folly of their course
of supporting capitalist peliticians.
Quite the contrary. They are seeking
to, justify it more and more, precise-
ly because, the failure of that policy
is more glaring.

There was no summons to - strug-
gle at this demcnsl.ratinn In the ex-
cellem‘. slogan of. hlgher wages with-
out price increases, Reuther was left
alone in the:CIO. leadership, the Sta-
linists, having pulled a fast one in the
contract covering 30,000 GM workers
under -UE-CIO .domination. -Philip
Murmy. CIO Jbresident, t,olld Reufher
that the USA-CIO would not settle
for less than 19 cents. The steel set-

last year and this; its attempt to use
the UE as a propaganda pressure
machine in the interests of the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry.

However, The Real UE failed to
put’ forward a fighting program to
rally the rank and file of the union
against the Stalinists. Instead the
caucus limited itself to wvague talk
about building “a democratic Amer-
.ican trade union movement” withouf
‘any clear and concrete program, and
repeateéd protestations of its opposi-
tion to secession.

‘NEED OF A PROGRAM

As indicated .by this copy of The
Real UE, the caucus has permitted
even its own formally adopted pro-
gram to slip further and further into
the background. As a consequence,
the many new local groups associat-
ing themselves with the caucus have
drifted about without direction, and
have proved themselves incapable of
engaging the Stalinists in a fight on

union.

The failure to use a program as the
driving force of its fight against the
Stalinists has also resulted in a blind
fumbling for other weapons to use
against the Stalinists. This weapon
has been provided by the capitalist
press and radio in the form of a
furious “red-baitihg” crusade. Many
of the member and leaders of the
caucus have begun to adopt this
weapon without regard to its anti-
labor character.

Thus the increasing use of red-
baiting by caucus members and lead-
ers, despite the caucus’ avowed op-
position to “red-baiting” and its for-
mal defense of democratic rights for
all political groups, has resulted in
an influx of large numbers of .reac-
tionaries into the caucus. This may
result in converting the caucus into
a reactionary cligque, and its total
disintegration under the attacks of
the Stalinists.

Newark Labor Stages

Rally to Support the

Telephone Strikers

By JACK WEBB

NEWARK, April 22 —The Newark
labor movement staged one of the
strongest and most spirited demon-
strations in its history today when
it rallied in support of the striking
telephone workers. About 5,000 work-
ers came straight from the shops, ar-
riving in delegations formed at the
factories at the end of the work day,
marching in bodies that held up the
rush hour traffic, displaying color-
ful banpérs and picket signs.
Washington .Park in Newark, and
the imposing New Jersey Bell Tele-
phone Co. Bldg, which is immedi-
ately across the sireet, witnessed a
new awakening of the local labor
movement, thought docile and possi-
bly dead by the local and state law
makers and enforcers. These latter
officials inddvertently provided the
demonstration with the needed grain
of proof of the anti-labor landslide,

“*against " whith the demonstration was

“held, wheh"they 'denied the meeting
the use of a public address system.
Union speakers ranged through the
vast crowd, delivering impromptu
speeches, directing the actions of the
demonstration, creating a unity of
action and will to overcome the han-
.dicaps. Those mnear the speakers’
platform  listened and cheered
speeches of the strike leaders from
the telephone unions and other un-
ion - officials.

However, the tone was set by the
many speakers working around
" the throng. They directed the march-
ers first across the street for a real
mass picketing of the Phone Co. and
then took over the main street for
their march to City Hall. The “bobby-
soxers,” {he militant striking tele-
phone girls, were themselves a large
contingent and supplied the lead in
singing during the march, shouting
slogans in defiance of city and state
officials, and against the Bell Co.

The local police, under the “labor-
supported” mayor, "were unable to
interfere  much. When the march
reached City Hall, a line of them,
mostly wearing gold, were strung
around the steps, presumably to pro-
tect .the “people’s” interests. The pa-
rade thought it knew best and lit-
erally walked right over this impos-
ing- barrier and concluded the dem-

onstration with the passing of reso-

lutions on the City Hall steps,

‘The demonstration was sponsored
by the Central Strike Committee of
the Telephone Unions, the New Jer-
sey CI10 Council, the Greater Newark
CIO Council and the Brotherhood of
Railroad Trainmen. The speakers
charged the head of the Public Safe-
ty Department, one Keenan, with
“conspiring to shut off the case of
the telephone workers” by denying
freedom of speech when he prevent-
ed the use of loud speakers.

Speakeérs, -including Mrs.. Mary

tlement was the same as URWA and
UE, and set the pattern for UAW-CIO.

¥

None of this was explained to the’

auto workers, because the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard-Stalinist clique was
trying to cover us iis pals,in UE.
Last year, the GM workers were
left alone fighting for a magnificent
program. This year, the pressure of
the entire CIO was put on the UAW-
CIO not to spearhead the “second
round.” It succeeded under the theo-
ry that a “united strategy” was bet-
ter., Yes! But the united strategy
ended up in a “one at a time"” busi-
ness, with Wall Street picking the
weak spots in the CIO armor and
signing contracts with those unions,
thus. forcing .the others ‘in line. The
brochure .on wages, prices, .profits,
prepared by the staff of Reuther to

fight, GM opnce again, became a mu- .
seum plece the day; lt was, published, |

Hanscom, effeclive and pretty presi-
dent of the Traffic Telephone Work-
ers Federation, condemned New Jer-
sey’s brand-new fascist-like utilily
anti-labor law. All speakers promised
a united fight against the rising wave
of reaction. The temper of the meet-
ing was such as to guarantee that
united fight.

2,000 ATTEND
"VERITE" FESTIVAL

The first fcsti:_._rzg.l of Verite, French
Trotskyist p'\pcr,'has been an over-
whelming success. Two thousand
comrades and friends attended the
affair, held in tﬁe main hall of the
Mutuallte Palacd, The great help
that this qucccssful ,ball has rendered
to our French com rades’ paper is be-
ing followed by &’¢dmpaign for reg-
wular contribution¥ to the paper, and
‘a two months subrive.

1

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

FROM A HOLE IN THE POCKET TO NO POCKET

A lot of politicos are talking about lower prices, but
the loud talk hasn’t shown up on the price tags in
retail stores yet. Retail prices in Chicago hit a new high
of 156.2 on March 15, with not a single group of com-
modities declining from the middle of February. The
index, based on the 1935-39 average, showed a 2.2 per
cent increase for the month. Food prices advanced 4.1
per cent, bringing the total increase in the past year to
37.6 per cent. Clothing prices increased 2.4 per cent,
and house furnishings rose slightly.

Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., chairman of General Motors, who
speaks with a gredt deal more authority on prices than
does. President Truman, predicted :the other day that-
further price increases were in:the offing. "It is impossible
to.assume,” said Mr. Sloan; in' a speech before:the Eco-
nomic Club of New York; “that business generally can
accept a sufficient reduction . in profits to justify the re-
duction in prices so badly needed and at the same time
substantially .increase wages." You've got to give the
man an A for gali!

The Department of Commerce released some inter-

esting statistics the other day on what has happened to
people’s savings in the past year, under the onslaught
of the profiteers. THE. SAVINGS OF THE MASSES
HAVE BEEN MORE THAN CUT IN HALF. One
yvear ago they totaled $33 billions. Today they total only
$16 billions. Buying of the small denomination savings
bonds—the $25 and $50 sizes—has gone down consider-
ably in proportion to total purchases. while buying of
the king-size bonds—the $500 and $1,000 variety that
you and I will never see—has gone up to about 40 per
cent of the total, said the government. Total holdings
of savings bonds declined by $500. million last year, but
holdings of the F and G issues increased by $2 billion.
A return to the pre-war savings pattern, “in which sav-
ings were greater among wealthier groups,” has re-
sulted, said the department. Savings in the form of
government insurance declined 30 per cent as a result
of veterans letting their national service life insurance
lapse.

Money in the hands of the public has fallen a bhillion
dollars since Christmas. The. Chicago Journal of Com-
merce reports that “some government analysts cite the
cost of living as a probable cause.”

Those government analysts have minds like steel
traps and nothing gets away from them, does it?

THIS SHOULD BE GOOD

An extensive project to inform the nation on-how
and why the American econemic system funections is
being considered hy the American Association of Ad-
vertising Agencies. The hopheads with the whizbang
minds who ,run the nation’s ad .agencies -define -the
American economic system as based on five fundamental
principles: Private property, a free market, profit and
wage incentives, competition, and government regula-
tion (but not government control). These hucksters
want every plant owner to institute a permanent pro-
gram “to correct the economic misinformation and lack
of misinformation that exists in the industrial worker's
mind about profits, production and dividends. To restore
his pride in his iob,. his feeling jof, 1mpnrtance and his
sense of belonging to an econbﬁﬁ\c grotip. To give him a

By JACK RANGER

better appreciation of the benefits our Amerlcan eco-
nomic system brings him.”

My experience has been that the average industrial
worker knows a hell of a lot more about the workings
of capitalism than does the average advertising agency
executive. | would really like to see how the admen are
going -#o explain away the monstrous profiteering .of Big
Business at the expense of the masses. | would like to
see _how any ten ads could convince the guy.that.spends
his life screwing on nut No. 10 that he should feel "pride
in his job, and importance.” 1'd like to know how the gents
who write the perfume.ads are going to.convince us .we
should “appreciate the benefits of our American economic

© system,” which.in my_ lifetime has given us two wars, two

depressions, and is_setting the stage nicely to. throw, us
into either: (A) .an .atomic war, or (B) the deepest,
broadest, most. devnsful'lug depression this: nation .ever
SAW, | ; ) ; ”

"STRIKES PAID OFF FOR THE MINERS

The Wall Street Journal presented a good summary
recently of the wage pattern in 26 different. industries
from 1939 to date. Obviously, the courage of the miners
in disregarding the war-time patriotic whoopla and hit-
ting the picket line has paid off in the paycheck.

Before the war, coal miners were among the "sub-
merged half"" of industrial workers, drawing $23.88 week-
ly. Today they are at the top, with weekly earnings of
$69.58 (but their hours of work have grown, too).

- The auto workers have lost ground, and have been
passed by men of the machine tool, meat packing and
bituminous mining industries.

Leather workers drew about $19.13 weekly in 1939,
seven dollars less than most factory employes. This year
they earn $48.49, a dollar and a half more than most
men in factories.

The poorest paid industry remains the power indus-
try, with an average weekly wage today of $32.46, com-
pared with $17.69 before the war.

For men and women in the meat packing illd'slsl'ry.
weekly pay jumped from $27.85 to $57.38 in the past
eight years—enough to pass by the once more highly
paid ship builders, machine tool makers, atto .workers,

steel employees and phone workers. Speaking of phone

workers, they have advanced the least of any of the 26
groups, which goes far to explain the stubborness with
which they are conducting their current great strike.
Before the war they earned $31.94 each week; by Janu-
ary, 1947, they had gained just $11.25.

People employed in retail trade have advanced al-
most as little. They’'ve added $13.25 to their pre-war
earnings of $21.17 a week. They earn less than the
workers turning out many of the wares they sell—
furniture, woolens and worsteds, leather, sawmill prod-
ucts, clothing, cotton goods and canned food.

Whereas before the war auto workers received from
$3 to $6 more a week than men in the steel mills, today
iren and steel workers top the auto workers by nearly $3.

Not all the changes in weekly pay checks have been
caused by changes in hourly pay.  The length of the
working week has been an important factor in some
industries, For instance, the soft coal miners have
stepped up their work week from 27.1 hours in 1939 to
46.7 hours this January. Laundry workers are working
a longer week than before the: war, and-packinghtuse
emplo¥es are w&i‘kl‘hg’ %bﬁ'ﬁt’é&v%ﬁ ?ﬁibl's“mﬂeimﬂy

Wall Street and Local Profiteers Fight
For Control of Buffalo Bell Arrcraft Co.

By JOHN BARNES

BUFFALO, April 24—During the
past two weeks the local press re-
ported, with surprising thorough-
ness, the struggle between two rival
stockholding groups for control of
the Bell Aireraft Corporation; a
struggle consummated in the victory
of the incumbent corporation diree-
tors. A resumé of this “Loecal Inter-
ests vs. 'Wall Street” battle, as we
shall see it to be, offers a genuine
socialist educational opportunity to
the workers of Buffalo and to the
Bell workers in particular.

The story that “outside” interests
were out to oust the present Bell
Board of Directors came, to say the
least, as a great surprise to the peo-
plé in this area. First, the ways and
means of corporation control are
somewhat of a mystery to many, and
second, Bell Aircraft has always
been considered, by those who gave
the matter thought at all, as a
“home-grown” product. Imagine the
reaction, then, when the news broke
that a Wall Street group, headed by
none other than Edward R. Stetti-
nius, a man of no small importance,
was thredtening the incumbent Bell
management in, the approaching
elections of corpor ation directors.

RAGS TO RICHES

~In brief, the history of Bell Air-
craft can best be described in two
words: war baby. Starting on the
proverbial shoe-string (not a shoe-

Defro:t Auto Workers Down Tools - -

the day UE signed a contract. The
20 cents an hour that Reuther con-
fidently expected to win became a
mocekery. :

“All these things, the auto workers
at Cadillac Square wanted to know.
Instead 'they got either 'silence or
nonsense about supporting the Demo-
crats again. In the good old days, a
few concessions were obtainable by
a mighty demonstration. A wonderful
union movement was built by fight-
ing on picket lines. The blunt facts
of life say today that more is neces-
sary. New kinds of struggles, new’

ideas, a new kind of militancy is re- -

quired. It comes on the political
front, primarily, and not on the, eco-
nomic front. The crucial issue’ must
become the labor party.

string as you and I know it, to be
sure) and locally owned, the com-
pany came up with the P-39, the
Airacobra, at a time when the gov-
ernment was beginning its “defense”
program, with mass aircraft produe-
tion still in the talking and blue-
print stage. The war and cost-plus
contracts did the rest. Almost over-
night Bell mushroomed into really
Big Business, employed as high as
forty thousand people here, opened
(at government expense of course)
a second.plant (the one now occu-
pied) at Niagara Falls, a huge
bomber plant in Marietta, Ga., and

* a plant deveted exclusively to ordi-

nance in.Burlington, Vt. As one pa-
per here described it (we quote from
memory) : “It was known through-
out the industrial world that Bell
came out of the war glutted with
cash.”

In the rags-to-riches process, how-
ever, one extremely significant event
had gone by -relatively unnoticed.
Bell management had, for working
capital, been forced to turn to the
banks; not only.to loeal banks but to
a large bank in New York City.
While Larry Bell retained the presi-
dency of the corporation and loeal in-
dustrialists predominated the Board
of Directors, at least one “outsider,”
from the New York Security Bank,
was placed on the Board. If Bell was
no longer -completely -locally con-
trolled, Larry Bell and Whitman
(vice-president) were, at-least, rank-
ing management figures with a good
measure of corporation control, In
any event, they were posed as such
and Bell Aireraft became.recognized
as ‘a key factory .in this area, pio-
neering, after the war, in the mass
production of helicopters, and em-
ploying approximately three thou-
sand workers.

MORGAN INTERESTS

:Enter “Wall Street” in the person
of Edward Stettinius, former head
of U. 8. Steel and one-time, Secre-
tary of State—and a number of
Iesser known but equally prominent
“Wall Streeters.” The concern of the
local press (reflecting, naturally, the

‘interests of the local money-men)

was  overwhelmingly genuine and
well founded. For Stettinius, as is
well known, is a “Morgan man.”
That is, though a millionaire in his
own right, he functions under the
immediate direction (in government

-and in business) of the House of,

Morgan, one of -the largest finance'
capitalist banking -houses in the
world. He may, and udoubtedly does,

" own_a good many shares-of various

corporation stocks in his own name,
but he does not, in the real sense,

“control” the destinies of these cor-

porations. He is, in reality, a Mor-
gan functionary, comparable in sta-
tus to, say, Alfred Sloan of the du
Pont holdings.

We see, then, that the insurgents,

striving for control of Bell, was the =

House of Morgan. And we see, also,
that it is simply a case of the big
fish out to swallow the smaller, “big"”
fish. This, Marxists know, is the rule,
the law under ecapitalism. It holds
for Morgan vs. Bell Aireraft, for
the A & P vs. the corner grocery,
the chain department store vs. the
independent dry-goods dealer. The
big fish.go after the small and the
number in the pond constantly de-

creases until monopoly, or near-
monopoly results.
Now, the questions: “How, ex-

actly, did Morgan go after Bell Air-
craft? Did:his representatives make
a publie bid? Did they offer to buy
the holdings of the present Board of
Directors?

HOW IT WAS DONE

While we cannot state with cer-
tainty . how the Stettinius group
bought its way in so securely, we
can be sure that it did so under the
cover of darkness, so to speak. Un-
doubtedly all readily available
shares of Bell stock were bought,
every possible pressure brought to
bear on the incumbent management.
Above all, we may be sure that wise
sharks that they are, the Morgan
group tried every which way to up-
set. the management and slide into
control with a minimum of previous
publicity. It was the Larry Bell “fac-
tion,” fighting for its life (and prof-
its) that set the press afire. And so
much for the sanctified business
methods of finance. capitalism. We
leave the moral justification of this
“normal” business practice to .the
righteous defenders of American
freedom and democracy.

What must basically concern us,
however, is how these procedures
and tactics of corporation control re-
late to the actual control of pr aduc-
tion.

It is obvious that under capitalism
those that own the majority of the
stock control every phase of produc-
tion, the standard of living of some
three thousand families in the case
of Bell Aireraft.

'And what are the qualifications of
the contending groups at Bell Air-
craft for this responsibility?

+The présent ‘Bell rulers:
tively ‘small

: a rela-
investment—plis<an

S |

1mper1allst war—plus—government
suhmdy——plus—cost plus contracts.
Result: the “right” to parlay a gift
into a fortune on the backs of the
workers, '

The would-be Bell rulers: idle cap-
ital gained by exploitation of labor
the world over.

Those are the respective quahﬁca—
tions, pure and simple. These are the
people’ who have the “right” and
power to completely change the lives
and living standards of .the three
thousand men and women who do
nothing—except_the work! It is for
these' people to say whether ‘Bell
shall be open or closed, in Niagara
Falls or San Diego, making bombs
or.buttons. The hopes, the aspira-
tions of thousands of families are up
for: ownership along with the brick,
mortar, glass and machines. The
workers, who are responsible for the
profits over which the' capitalists
battle have not a word to say!

'WORKERS' CONTROL

However, the capitalist ideologists
no longer base their “rights” on.a
moral plane. They, along with their
labor lieutenants (and the Sunday
Socialists) hold that worker’s con-
trol of production is outrageously
Utopian.

Their dogma reads, roughly: “The
workers don’t know enough to oper-
ate industry.” There would be con-
tinual squabbles among them. Pro-
duction requires experienced man-
agement and know-how gained after
years in the field,”

.On the: basis of what we. have said
of the Larry /Bell and . Morgan
groups, to whom does the ahove
really apply? To the capitalists
themselves! It is they who know
nothing of running a plant. A ‘good
99 per cent have never even seen the
inside of a plant. Mr. Stettinius, for
.one, we are sure, wouldn’t be able.to
identify the frpnt ‘end, of a helicopter
—much less build one.

It is they whp squabble over con-
trol and profits.

It is they whose only experience
in management consists of manag-
ing a secissors about the edges of a
vearly dividend coupon. Therein lies
their activity in the “field.”

And therein lies the lesson for the
workers of Buffalo, and, as we have
said, for, parhcu]arly, the workers
of Be]l Workers' management and
production in a Socialist America.
That is the alternative.to the. :Spec-
tacle of the vultures and the jackals
fighting, under the laws and logic,.of
capitalism, ‘over the Dprofits derived
from the labor of the walkmg elass.
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Comrades:

borders of our big fascist jail.

the final vietory.

be ours.

.

Madrid!

fascism.

Spain, January 1947

F ,GMSh POUM épp@qls
To Workers of the World

The following appeal from the Spanish Partido Qbrero Unificacon
Murxis!a (Workers Party of Marxist Uui}yl. was’ unl to rwoluﬂonury
“socialist orgunl:nfians the world ‘ovet. Whlle we would not put the

" ‘emphdsis on' governmental action of the’ big powers in the manner of
‘the appeal, relying primarily on the initiative and action of the’ working
class of the world, we most certainly solidarize ourselves with the strug-
gle carried on inside and outside Spain by the militants of all org'gn'l-
zations. That is why we are publishing the followiag appeal. It ‘comies

| from inside Spain, from valiant fighters in the cause of sacialist freedom.

; ‘We call upon all warking class organi:qilons to stnnd wiﬂl ‘Ihe Spualill

sfruggle against Franco's fascist regime.—Ed.

THE P.0.UM. TO THE REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATIONS IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

From its last illegal meeting at some place in Spam, the Central
Committee of the POUM sends you its fraternal greetmgb across the

Not a single moment since the end of the civil war has our party
abandoned its fight against Phalange’s regime made of terror and
mi'sel'y Hundreds of our comrades were shot, tortured and imprisoned:
this is the most evident proof of our combativeness and our faith in

J At the beginning of 1947—year of the victory against fascism—
1 the POU_M renews its wish to play an important part in the battle
for the liberation from fascism of the Spanish working class.

We are strongly convinced that in splte of all the haggling of
Spanish reaction and international capitalism, at last victory must

The decay of the fascist regime is already most evident. The help
of Enghsh an.d Aimerican finance will not be able to save it. )

The present revival of the labor movement is very promising. -

With the strikes of Catalonian workers begms a new stage.
We are fighting—and shall ﬁght in the future—convinced of the
effectiveness of our efforts. But in the present capitalist world, nothing
can be—nor shall be—closed up within the tiny hmlts of the national
borders. Qur fight is your fight. HELP . Us!

English workers! Your solidarity .can be concluswe You must re-
quire that the Labor Government keeps its electoral pmmlses You
must force upon it the total break with France. '

American workers! Mobilize yourselves for your brothers in Spain.
Prevent business exchanges with Franco’s government! )

Italian workers, Argentine workers! Fight for the cancellation of
the commercl_al treaties concluded w1th the fascist government of

Workers of Europe and America! Unite in order to help your com-
rades in Spain. By your united efforts, accelerate the defeat of Spanish

* Let international solidarity he effective!
We believe in it.
The Central Committee of the POUM
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A Pupér in the Inferests fof'l.-ubor

Pugs 3

"By NATALIA SEDOV TROTSKY

N JuNE 8, 1940, Leon
Trotsky wrote: “I can
therefore say that I live on
this earth not in accordance
with the rule but as an excep-

tion to the rule.” And on Au-

gust 20, 1947, it will be seven
years since the commission of
the ecrime that cut short his
life.

Everything we said in con-
nection with the violent death
of L. D. Trotsky is today being
wholly confirmed by the confessions
of Louis Budenz, a former leader of
the American “Communist” Stalin-
ist Party, in his book This Is My
Story published in' March of this
vear. The testimony of this GPU
sub-agent, who took part in the con-
spiracy against the life of L. D.
Trotsky, introduces nothing that is
factually new, but it does authori-
tatively corroborate everything that
we had said both on the basis of
general political considerations as
well as by taking into account nu-
merous facts that took place through
the years of our exile. The confes-
sions of Louis Budenz throw into the
limelight the entire activity of the
secret Stalinist “Apparatus,” which
has usurped power and which aects
with bloody arbitrariness. Accordmg

Glasgow Dock Strike Holds Fast
Afier Bitter Seven-week Struggle

BULLETIN: At press-time, a report
Irom Laondon dated April 27, an-
.neun:ed that 7,000 dock workers quit

W pr](.,fi'n ,,;u,ppnrl ‘of . ﬂle pl;«wnebpld_

Glasgow Dockers Strike reported in
the following story wé received from
fhe British “Socialist Appeal."—Ed.

o .

By ROY TEARSE

LONDON—On March 24th, 3,800
Glasgow Doeckers struck work
against the first’ attempts of the
bosses’ plans to transform the in-
dustry once again into a casual
sweatshop.

The outcome of this strike will ‘be
of mation- w:de importance to the
dockers in' their fight against the
miseries of casual lahor.

The strike was caused by the de-
cision of the Glasgow Port Authori-
ties to sack 500 men. s

This decision stems from the work
»f the Fact Finding Commission in-
Wodiiced -by the Minister of Trans-
sort in 1946 to investigate the posi-
Aoh of the various ports. And the
main argument .of the Regional Port
Controller in justification of this ac- .
tion is that with the maintenance of
the present personnel the port would
be" rendered uneconomical ' and, it
is claimed, the port is unable to meet
the guaranteed wage of £4 2s. 6d.

sdssr;s SPEAK OUT! .

Despite the statement of the Min-
jstry of Labor on April 10th that
“the  Minister' wishes it to be known
that there is no foundation in ‘the
further- statement that has been
made ‘that these discharges in Glas-
gow are designed as tHe forefunner
of discharges at other ports,” the
employers have very much different
ideas ‘in mind. In the “Journal of
Commerce and Shipping Telegraph”
(the paper of the Port and Sh:ppmg
employers) of March 81st, there ap-
pears ‘a special ‘article pomtmg the
way to" their policy m the commg
perlod

“Referring to the Dock Workers’
(Regulation of Employment) Order
1947-and the 40 days grace in which
they can lodge their complaints, the
article states: “In stating their case
for- réasonable (!) reductions in
man-power in ‘the cargo- handhng in-
dustry, the employers will cite many
ifistances of ‘what has ‘been termed,
‘industrial blackmail’ (i.e., the dock-

ers’ fight' against speed-ups and
sweated conditions.—R. T.) “...The
ship-owners maintain that this

heavy man-power complement was
imposed on them in lean times.”
After giving innumerable exam-
ples of how dockers can be dispensed
with, the writer bluntly lays bare
the reason for this policy of the em-
ployers. Referring to the Clyde:

- “These 400 idle men are' costing the

ship-owners over £105,000 yearly,

discounting the expenses of hun-
dreds of others who must be removedl

from the future permanent register.”
The article continues, “In Man-
chester there is an average daily
surplus of 457 oyt of an inflated reg-
ister of 2,600” '(osting the owners
another £105 000.—R. T.) ... *%n

Liverpool -and --Birkenhead,. out-of 'a -

.negessary.”

total of 15,800, there are some 3,500
surplus to requirements, on the basis
that one-ﬁfth of each gang is un-
“Taken .over -the..
whole country and allowing one- fifth
of ‘the estimated number of dockers
as being surplus to actual needs, but
required by trade union procedure,

. one-fifth of 70,000, or 14,000 men,

are drawing nearly £8,000,000 per
annum i'rom levies on cargoes.”

ATTITUDE OF LABOR PARTY

When the officials of the union
contacted Labor M.P.s in the House
of Commons in an attempt to obtain
an interview with the Minister of
Transport, Barnes, he claimed that
he was “too bu'sy" with the Trans-
port Bill to see them!

However, after ' further efforts,
they were able to interview, aniong
others, Mr. Strauss, Undér Secre-
tary to the Minister of Transport.
No  satisfaction was obtained. In

_answer to the demands .of the Dock-

ers’ representatives that the govern-
ment, if they were going to sack
anyone, should sack the employers
by nationalizing the industry, and
give it to the Dockers to operate,

this “representative of Labor” stat-
ed that he was “not prepared to go

into ‘that .question.” Despite all the
arguments of the Dockers he re-
fused to budge, his only “positive”
statement being that strike action by
the men would be taken as a “chal-
lenge to the government.,” In this,
Strauss clearly admitted on which
side he stood—with - the employers
against the men.

Telegrams from the Dockers to
the Prime Minister, Barnes, and
Isaacs, have-been conveniently ig-
nored. And a deputation of the Dock-
ers to the Glasgow Labor-dominated
Council was’ mml]arly ‘ineffective.
True to form, Labor Lord Provost
Hector McNeil, flatly refused to even
meet a .deputation_ from a body of
2,000 Dockers who had marched to
t‘ne'City Chambhers.

GI,ASGQW WORKERS
S!IPI‘OI!:I' DOCI(ERS

The general sympathy of the
Clydeside workers for the struggle
of the ‘Dockers is demonstrated. in
the fact that on Tuesday, March
25th, the Executive of the Glasgow
Trades Council publicly expressed
its support and contactad the Minis-
ter of Transport 'by telegram, de-
manding the resinstatement of the
500 Dockers. On Wednesday, this
attitude was endorsed by a full Dele-
gate meeting of the Trades Council.
The Quarterly meeting of the Glas-
gow District A.E.U, Shop ‘Stewards,
on March 30th, passed a resolution
declaring its ungualified support of
the Dockers and demanding that the
government intervene by .effecting
the re-instatement of the 500 dis-
missed Dockers.

A splendid demonstration of inter-
national class. solidarity was shown
when two American seamen, from a
ship tied up in the port, approached
the Dockers with £26, collected
among their mates, for the Stl‘ike
Fund.

Talk about. the “national interest”

by ‘the gutterpress is not,having its .

to Budenz, the leaders of the Stalin-
ist party in the United States, Earl
Browder and Jack Stachel, partici-
pated in the plot against Trotsky.
The plan of Stalin’s terroristic act
was discussed in New York. For
many reasons and, in the first in-
stance, because for many long years
Constantine Oumansky, who in his
capacity as agent of the secret police
attached to the Commissariat of For-
eign Affairs, participated both in the
“accidental” as well as non-acciden-
tal deaths of Stalin’s enemies, it is
difficult to suppose that he did not
have his hand, in one way or an-
other, in the erime in Mexico during
his stay as Soviet Ambassador in the
United States. Oumansky himself
“fell vietim of an accident.” Wasn't
he perhaps in reality doomed?

MUCH IS UNSAID

Louis Budenz leaves much that is
unsaid . . . he knows much more!
But under the conspiratorial system,
where each of the participants in
the conspiraey is told only what con-
cerns him and nothing more—Bud-
enz might have remained unin-
formed about the most important’
things. Let us hope that presently
others will come forward with sup-
plementary exposures.

Stalin cherished the project of de-
stroying the leader of the anti-totali-
tarian opposition even before the ex-
pulsion of Trotsky from the Russian

- Communist Party. Sometime after the

death of Lenin, as was testified by
Zinoviev and Kgmenev, who at that
time formed together with Stalin the
secret ruling Triumverate, Stalin
posed himself Ille task of getting rid
of his opponenf at any price. This
found i#s .confirmation in ottempts
which at that time uuumed the guise
of accidents, but which were never-

~ theless very suspicious. Thus in 1924

degired effect among the dockers. A
cynical joke is going the rounds of
the strikers 'in relation to the fact
that.during the war, for-“national
effort,” in working 24 hours a day
under all sorts of conditions, three
B.E.M.s and one George Cross were
presented to Dockers. One Docker
commented: “When they need you
they put you in the queue for med-
als, when they don’t need you they

put you in the queue for the dole.”

TRQOPS AGAIN USED

The first attempt to break the
strike was by the diversion of Glas-
gow-bound ships to other ports. The
Liverpool dockers took the lead in
answering such methods. On March
29th, the Glasgow “Daily Record”
reported “The Arnold Maersk,
which was diverted from the Clyde
two days ago to Liverpool because
of the Glasgow dockers’ strike, is on
her way back to the Clyde with her
cargo undischarged.” . . . “Dockers
refused to handle her cargo” ... one
docker stated “we will not handle
cargo from Glasgow.”

On April 3rd, 300 soldiers were
brought 'in to "unload the Arnold
Maersk, whose cargo of oranges they
clatmed, was threatened with going

(Continued on page .6)

On the CP Intellectual Front

A Self-Portrait in

THE JUDAS ‘TIME, by Isidore Schnei-
der. Dial ‘Press.
Reviewed by Irving Howe

HIS novel is an extraordinary
document. Intended as a fierce
fictional polemic against those who
‘desert Stalinism, it develops into a

" terrifying and nightmarish picture

of the life and mind of the Stalinist
intellectual. As such it is an infinite-
ly more revealing disclosure than any
attempt by ‘an “outsider” to analyze
the Stalinist mind; it has a value for
the political analyst similar to that
which psychiatric inmate’s diary
might have for an analyst; it is
first-hand,

Schneider is one .of the few intel-
leetnals who have remained loyal to
Stalinism. He must at one time have
had some talent; one can see its pet-
rified residue in this novel. But he
long ago abandoned serious art and
now writes accordmg to the Stalm-
ist dictum, “‘art is a weapon”—
which means, in the case of Stalin-
ism, art is a whore.

What makes this book so morbidly
faséinating is its involuntary port-
rait of the Stalinist intellectual at-
mosphere. Nothing that we have im-
agined about that atmosphere is as
bleak, wretched, machine-like as its
most .ardent defender, - Schneider,
tells us. It is sheer horror—the hor-
ror not of a Dostaievski or a Kafka
which as great art provides tragic
release, but rather of a cheap movie
calculated to destroy sensibility.

Ostensibly it is a novel ahout Cal-,
a meurotic intellectual _

‘vin  Cain,

in Kislvodsk where L. D. was recuper-
ating, we happened one night fo be
returning in o hand-car from a hunt-
ing irip together with Muralov . ond
our guards. The hand-car suddenly
jumped the rails and fell down the
embankment. We escaped with only
contusions. But we never received a
plausible explanation of what caused
the derailment.

On November 7, 1927, during the
parade in celebration of the 1917
Revolution, the Trotskyist Opposi-
tion marched with its own banners
and its Left slogans. Shots were
fired at the automobile of L. D. Trot-
sky. At that time the Stalinist clique
could not go beyond attempts of this
type.

To the uninitiated it mlght seem
incomprehensible why Stalin exiled
Trotsky abroad and then tried over
a period of several years tq do away
with him..In 1928 when Trotsky was
exiled to Central Asia it was still im-
possible to talk not only about shoot-
ing him but about arresting him.
The generation with whom Trotsky
had passed through the entire Oc-
tober Revolution and the Civil War
was still alive. The political bureau,
felt itself besieged on all sides and
Stalin’s project could not have been
realized at that time either political-

1y or psychologically. Even the legal
exile of L. D. was not managed suc-
cessfully by Stalin; it was broken up
by a huge demonstration which took
place at night in the railway station.
The stormy crowd set up a large
portrait of the leader of the October
Revolution on one of the cars, hailed
it enthusiastically and halted the
train as it started moving. But Trot-
sky was not on it. The departure had
been cancelled. Here, too, Stalin was
obliged to resort to deception and to
a secret train in order to effect the
exile.

THE EXILE OF TROTSKY

The year spent by L. D. in Central
Asia was one of intense discussion
by correspondence with co-thinkers.
The entire exile stirred with the
greatest activity; in Moscow and
Leningrad sympathy for the Oppo-
sition grew. ‘The experience of that
year brought Stalin to the decision
to exile Trotsky abroad. His choice
fell on Turkey. Stalin calculated that
after he had succeeded in completely
blackening Trotsky in the eyes of the
entire country, he would then beé able
to obtain from the friendly Turkish
government, the return of Trotsky
to Moscow for the ﬁna-l settlement of
2Ccores.

The question came up for discussion
in the Political Bureau. Stalin suid-
"Trotsky must be exiled abroad in ﬂae
first place because he is provtding
here the ideclogical leadership to the
Opposition which keeps growing nu-

merically; secondly, in order fo uns

crown him in the eyes of the masses
as soon as he turns up as an ally of
the bourgeoisie in @ bourgeois coun-
try: thirdly, in order to upcrown him
in the eyes of the entire world prole-
tariat: the Social Democracy will ex-

pleit his exile against #he USSR and

come to the defense of 'the victim of
Bolshevik terror — Trotsky': .and
fourthly, if Trotsky comes out with
exposures of the leadership we will

brand _him qs g beirgyer, All. this

shows the need to exile him." (We
had at our disposal the minutes of the
session of the Political Bureau at
which the foregoing arguments were
enumergted.)

On December 16, 1928, to an ulti-
matum - which came from Moscow
that he cease and desist from revo-
lutionary activity, Trotsky replied:
“Only completely corrupted fune-
tionaries could demand of a revolu-
tionist that he renounce political ac-
tivity, that is, renounce serving the
party and the world revolution. Only
contemptible renegades could be ca-
pable of binding themselves to do
SO-”

On January 18, 1929, camg the
GPU order exiling Trotsky beyond
the boundaries of the USSR. Upon
the demand to acknowledge the re-
ceipt .of this order, L. D. Trotsky
wrote: “This decision of the GPU,
criminal in its content and illegal in
its form was presented to me on Jan-

uary 20, 1929.”

We were brought from Odessa to
Istanbul on the steamship Ilyich.

On July 18, 1933, the “left” gov-
ernment of Daladier issued to Trot-

alinist Assassms Must Be Made
o Stand Trial! - - Natalia Trotsky

Left to Right: Natalia Trotsky, Frida Kahlo, Leon Trotsky
and Max Shachtinan, National Chairman of the Workers
Party, on Their Arrival in Mexico,

sky permission to settle in France,

,ostensibly with the same rights as

other foreigners. But in reality he
was forbidden to live in Paris and
was immediately placed under strict
police surveillance. On Fe.bruary 6,
1934, after a rabid campaign in the
press, Albert Sarraut, the Minister
of Internal Affairs, signed the de-
cree deporting Trotsky from France.

‘But there could not be found a single

foreign government that would agree
to accept him. For this reason the
order of deportation could not be
carried out. From one day to the
next L’Humanité kept writing:
“Fascist Daladier has summoned the
social-fascist Trotsky in order to or-
ganize with his help military inter-
vention against the “Soviet Union.”
This did not prevent the Stalinist
party from entering two years later
into an anti-Fascist People’s Front,
w1th the Fascist Daladier.

In June, 1935, the Social Demo-
crats of N_orway formed a govern-
ment. Trotsky turned to Oslo with
a request for a visa. On June 10 he
was deported from France, and we
left for Norway.

The realization of Stalin's project
became long-drawn out. As Lenin
said, “this cook prepared only pep-
pery dishes.” Stalin needed more po-
tent means for obtaining the depor—
tation of Trotsky from Norway, i.e.,
his bcmg in effect handed over to the
GPU. To this end, Stalin staged the
Mosgcow Trials. Cringing before the
threats, Norway resorted to the in-
ternment of L. D. Trotsky. It seemed
as if the possibility of obtaining a
visa to another country was com-
pletely out of the question. But the
government of the Republic of Mex-
ico in the person of Lazaro Cardenas
issued a visa to Trotsky—this was

» in the days when Mexico had no dip-

lamatie relations with the USSR.
Stalin’s plans fell to pieces, nothing
else remained for him except to pre-
pare the terrorist act. For his part
Trotsky awaited with certainty an
attempt against his life. In March,
1940, the congress of the “Commu-
nist” Stalinist Party of Mexico pro-

claimed a course toward the “anni-
hilation of Trotskyism.”

THE ARMED ASSAULT

On May 24, 1940, took place the
armed assault upon our house, which
was led by the painter David Alfaro
Slquetms, former member of the
Stalinist party of Mexrco Robert
Sheldon Harte, one of Trotsky's
young collaborators, was kidnapped
by the Stalinist bandits and mur-
dered. We escaped unharmed thanks
to a fortunate aceident, despite the
painstakingly prepared strategic
plan of the GPU.

After the death of L. D. Trotsky the
Bulletin of the Russian Opposition
wrote: "To this failure (of the .a#-
tempt led by Siqueiros) we owe #he
attempt led by Siqueiros) we owe the
most dramatic document of modern
political literature; in it a man ex-
plains to us why he must he killed fclml
lays bare all the threats qf intrigu

wihich tighten men ‘and more clos

around him. . . ." (The reference ,llgm
is to Trot#sky's article "The Cominterp
and the GPU," published in November
1940 issue of the Fourth Interna-
tional.]

David Alfaro Siqueiros, freed on
bail of 10,000 pesos, prohibited from
leaving the country where he had
committed a capital political crime,
nevertheless fled from Mexico, nat
without the assistance of prominent
individuals. His trial was suspended,
without any explanations. Several
months Tater the press reported the
theft of all the documents in his case
and the impossibility in view of this
of continuing the trial. Not so long
ago, he applied for readmission to
the Stalinist party from which he
was in his day expelled. The com-
plete violation of legality by Siguei-
ros demands his immediate arrest.

The revelations of Louis Budenz,
the former editor of the Baily
Worker, the “Communist” Stalinist
daily in the United States, are quite
specific and have become widely
known. The conscience of world pub-
lic opinion can neither remain indif-

(Continued on page 6)

whose inner imperfections and com-
pulsions lead him to question the
Wisdom of the party and desert to
Trotskyism. This snarling wretch
visits Trotsky who entrusts him with
a ‘mission to Russia. (Trotsky, as is
well known, made a habit of sending
every stray visitor on “secret’” mis-
sions . . .). Traveling across Ger-
many, Cain is happy to obsexve the
Nazi strength; in Russia, his plot is
foiled. The gentle folk of Stalinland
cure him of an illness, the Russian
doctor even refusing to take a fee,
and Cain returns.to America, where
he turns stool-pigeon and acknowl-
edges at the end that he is in the pay
of the ru]mg poOwWers.

A SELF-PORTRAIT
As a portrait—even unfavorable,
even highly critical—of a Trotskyist,
this is simply silly. For, however evil
our characters, we are at least hu-
man beings, and Cain is nothing of
the kind. Cain is rather a Grade-B
- Hollywood villain—or, to probe a
little deeper into the novel’s genesis,
he is really an involuntarily-por-
trayed aspect of Schneider himself.
Towering over the human heings
stands the Stalinist Party: the Pil-
lar of God. Though the hero and
central character of the novel, the
party only manifests itself indirectly
in one character, Jack Burrell, a
functionary. But the party is every-
where, a super-structure dominating,
judging, inviolable, unquestioned, in-
comprehended, omniscient and .omni-

present. It is. the prison of life in

which these people are jailed, A few

a Stalinist Writer’s Nove

are let out to take an occasional air-
ing, but they return voluntarily;
they must have a cell.

In Schneider’s world-view, one
may question everything but the
party Jack Burrell, the functionary,
is much like Stalin: he never dis-
cusses ideas; he tolerates discussion
by others so long as they are within
the bounds of Stalinist orthodoxy;
he is the Man of Silence and
Strength; he watches, arranges,
manipulates; he does no wrong; he
seldom talks, but like Stalin he usu-
ally grunts. No more damning por-
trait of the bureaucratic type has
been drawn—one can imagine this
Burrell confining thousands of dis-
sidents to a Siberian labor camp
while eating an apple. The fact that
it comes from a Stalinist spokesman
makes it all the more triumphantly
valid.

PILLAR OF GOD

Compared to Burrell, the other
Stalinists are weak and, one occa-
sipnally suspects, even human. But
what is so amazing is that in The

Judas Time the Virtuous, the loyal
followers of Stalinism, are not as
human béings different from the
Evil. That the Evil are evil, all the
faithful know; but that the Virtuous
are such foolg, so empty-headed, such
slobbering nincompoops, will surely
give 'the faithful a jolt. A preach-
ment in which evil cannot be dis-
_tinguished from good results in a
Morality Play 6f Zombies,

For what the book reveals is not
this world, nor any world recogniz-
able to most human beings; it re-
veals rather the world of Isidor
Schneider, If the party is the Pillar
of God, how unworthy then are mere
human beings? No wonder they.
search for the warm rest of author-
ity. I know it is a much-too fashion-
able phrase these days, but one really
cannot think .of any way to charac-
terize these people than as in “search
for a father”; perhaps even more, in
search, for complete obliteration of
the need for personality and thought,
the willful escape from, freedom’s re-
spongibilities. '

Consider a novel in which two “in-
tellectuals” seriously discuss wheth-
er landscape painting lulls the work-
ers into acceptance of social evil or
stirs them to discontent!

Consider the following as a pie-
ture of life in the Stalinist Party:
“At the mere summons to the hear-
ing Schroeder collapsed. He arrived
looking like 2 man who had.left a
sick bed. He offered no defense. He
reviled himself as a ‘coward, vacil-
lator.”". . . He eulogized Calvin, his
accuser, as a ‘monolith’ of staunch-
ness and fervently thanked him for
not having spurned him as he de-
served but, instead, having stretched
out his strong and generous hand to
pull him out in time from the quick-
sand of rehegacy.

“On .Calvin’s motion the decision
was that Schroeder retain party
membership on a year’s probation,

~ For this decision Schroeder was de-

liviously grateful. Through sobs he
thanked his comrades for their pro-
letarian merey; and the women and
most of the men wept with him., In.a
spontaneous rite of mconclllatmn all
crowded around to grip his hand R
(My emphasis—I. H.)

If anyone but Schneider had writ-
ten this passage, would. not such a
writer have been accused of hystexia
and exaggeration?

That is life. in the Stalinist Party:
@ self-made prison.

Throughout the bpok one theme
predominates: since the party is the
Pillar of God, what can mere moxrtals
do but confess? Before his renegacy,
Calvin writes a letter of confession
to himself in which he encloges a
razor to slit his throat if he as much
as wayers - from the party. (“My
vow! If I betray ‘working class let
me die! Will judge myself and carry
out the judgment. Have no revolver
or cyanide here. Razor blade will do.
If occasion comes give me courage
to eut my throat.”)* Then 'the
Schroeder .confession I have quoted
* above. Then the confession of an un:
fortunate who followed Cain’s apos-
tacy and discovered too ‘late that he
had left the True Faith.

*This, be it noted, is the first Mos-
cow. Trial document ever written in
P]dgeon? English.

It is an appropriate theme; ,the
theme of the intellectual underworld;
of the wretched, cringing .creatures
who form the Stalinist intelligentsia.
It is not the least horrifying aspect
of modern life.
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The Big Four Flop in Moscow

Messrs. Vishinsky and Bevin sang a
duet of “For Your Friends Are My
Friends” at the Moscow railway station
after the conference broke up, but that
didn’t prevent the obvious conclusion be-
ing drawn throughout the world that the
Moscow gathéring was not merely a. fail-
ure, but the sharpest and deepest of all

‘the diplomatic failures since the conclu-

sion of the war. In so far as practical re-
sults are concerned, Moscow was a fiasco
from: beginning to end. In so far as politi-
cal issues are involved, Moscow under-
scored the profundity of the disagree-

‘ments between the camp of Russian im-

perialism and that of Anglo- American
imperialism.

Not even the mildest, minimum hopes
of any of the powers involved were real-

"ized in practice. Not a single forward step

was taken toward writing a future Ger-
man treaty. As for the hope that the Mos-
cow Conference would, at any rate, con-
clude an Austrian treaty, this was soon
dashed by the position of Russia. It is ru-
mored that the Russians have heard there
ig still something to be removed from that
tiny and pathetic land; therefore they
wish to stay on another year or so! Some
clauses for an eventual Austrian treaty
were written—the sole practical accom-
plishment of the meeting.,

Politically, it became clear that the im-

perialists are hopelessly divided, for the

"next period at any rate, on. how to rule

and exploit the 65,000,000 Germans. Since
the. destruction and poverty of that land
make it impossible for the Big Four to all
mutually benefit from a common exploi-

tation of the country, a way was sought
that would be to the greater advantage of
one -as against the other. However, none
of the powers would ‘agree to such a pro-
gram, therefore nothing occurred. The
present division of Germany .will continue

.along with its economic and’social - stag-

nation.

The fierceness of imperialist appetite
was more than once revealed at the Con-
ference, particularly by Russian imperial-
ism. France demanded incorporation of
the Saar, a clearly German territory,
along with major control over thé Ruhr;
the Russians demanded Ruhr production
as part of their fantastic $10 billion repa-
rations program, a permanent economic

. stranglehold. over Austria and its indus-

try; a form of government that would fa-
cilitate the activities of the German Sta-
linists and, in general, a lasting grip over
Germany. The British and Americans
wanted a state system of such weak con-
struction that they could retain a tight
grip over the decentralized areas; perma-
nent control over the Ruhr and its pro-
duction, and such a low level of economic
life that the nation could not possibly re-
vive itself. ol

Each respective scheme, of course, only

served to prove LABOR ACTION’s origi- -

nal description of the Moscow Conference
as a gathering of the hungry imperialist

wolves set to, carve up-Europe’s central

country, along with its people.’ The im-
perialists have met; they failed to come
to terms; they will meet again and ulti-
mately write another corrupt,-reactionary
“peace.”

What Way Out in Palestine?

The judicial murder of Dov Gruner by
the British authorities in Palestine has
only intensified the Jewish terrorist strug-
gle. Fighting in that country has become
more widespread. This very fact only
serves to emphasize that the terror is an
unavailing policy in this complex situa-
tiﬁn,-that it cannot solve a single Pales-
tinian problem.

It is.common knowledge that what holds
Great Britain in the country is its impe-

rialist interests: a bastion to quard its oil

interests in the Middle East; a protection
of an imperialist lifeline to its swiftly dis-

_integrating empire. But Britain is not alone

in playing with the situation there. All the
powers are as quilty as she. The age-old
policy of arming and inciting the Arabs
against immigration has as its aim the pro-
motion of a continual warfare between
the Jewish and Arab inhabitants, direct-

_ing their attention away from the main

problem of expelling the imperialists and
laying the foundation for a truly demo-
cratic assertion of the right o national
independence.

The Jewish organizations continue to
play into the hands of this policy by their
failure to pursue a policy and program
that would result in a common struggle
with the Arabs against imperialism. Their
demand for a Jewish state, their rejec-
tion of a constituent assembly based on

-universal suffrage, their arrogance to the

Arab masses plays into the hands, not only
of the British, but also the reactionary
feudal Arab Effendi, whose clags interests

~also.urge them to struggle against the

right of Jewish immigration.

As long as this situation continues there
will be no solution to the erisis in Pales-
tine. And while we fully understand the.
basis of the terrorist movement in the
frustration of the Jewish population of
the country, and especially its youth, the
futility of the policy is only too obvious.
It cannot go on endlessly without defeat
before the superior forces of imperialism..
And what is most important, it cannot: re-

solve the situation favorably for both the

Arabs and the Jews. It is merely a des-
perate protest against the arrogance of
British rule—an absence' of poliey.

Because we understand the nature of
the terrorist movement and because we
know it to be the product of imperialist
repression, we defend those brave youth.
Yet we cannot help but deplore the waste
of this energy and bravery in a hopeless
way of fighting.

Palestine needs the unity -of the Arab
and Jewish people in a common front
against imperialism. Expulsion of the im-
perialist overlords will help to unify the
country and end the long-drawn-out strug-
gle between the two populations. But to
achieve a lasting unity and to insure the
genuine progress of this unity, the two
populations must approach each other on
the basis of equality. A constituent assem-
bly, based on majority rule-and a guaran-
tee of the democratic national rights of
all the people is the key to the situation
in Palestine.
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Where Is WulluceJGoing? ,

We have witnessed in the last few weeks a sharp de-
cline in Henry Wallace’s career as an important capital-
ist politician. That may seem a rash thing to say, but
we feel that a consideration of his present position will
buttress our statement. ' ’

Wallace came to prominence in national polities as
a follower of the Roosevelt New Deal, the basic purpose

of which was to reinvigorate an American capitalism

badly shaken by the depression. It proposed to achieve
this objective by a series of reforms within the frame-
work of capitalist society: concessions to labor in order
to forestall serious discontent; work relief for the un-
employed; subsidies to farmers to cut down their pro-
duction in order to avoid the periodie surplus of goods
which glutted the capitalist market; financial reforms
to protect capitalist economy from the damage done by
its more irresponsible members; and an aggressive for-
eign policy to expand the power of U. S. imperialism.
Because of the still-present ability of U. 8. capitalism
to grant concessions and to reorganize itself on the
basis of internal regulation and external expansion and
because of Roosevelt’s extraordinarily dynamiec person-
ality, this program gained a large measure of support
among, the masses of people. -

In this situation the previously 'unknown. Wallace
was catapulted to. fame; he was in"charge of the pro-
gram of agricultural restriction (plow under every
third acre and every third pig). When this program
was viewed from the standpoint of the needs of human-
ity, it was seen as simply absurd—and tragie, too. For

here in a period of terrible want, when millions in’

America and other countries did not have enough, the
government deliberately encouraged the farmers to pro-
duce less. No policy has ever exposed the social waste-
fulness and inhumantiy of capitalism more than did
this Wallace-led scheme.

WALLACE'S RISE TO FAME

Wallace, nonetheless, became a national figure; in
that rhetoric peculiar to his fuzzy mind, he talked in
radical terms, popularized such slogans as Sixty Million
Jobs without ever seriously inquiring into the ability of
American capitalism to provide them on a permanent
‘basis, and thereby became the darling of the liberals,
sections of the labor leadership and the Stalinists.

In this country the leaders of the small farmers have
always talked in radical language. The Populist movement
which developed in the late 19th, century and gradually
died out In the early 20th, represented the desperate
attempt of the small farmers to resist the growing octo-
pus of finance copitalism which was depriving them of
their economic Independence and in:many instances even
of thelr land. Populism, a vague conglomeration of agri-
cultural reform, trust-busting and; radical rhetoric, was
the farmers’ protest against thesrailroad, the bank and

. thelr government. Populism never.¢ome to grips with the

more basic economic conflict ;between employer and
worker developing in the city; It-represented the last
wail of a dying, rather than the. strong voice of a devel-
oping, struggle. Historically, it was obsolete almost be-
fore It began; it could be replaced.only by the socialist
movement. sdaids :

Wallace is a product of' thid¥populist tradition—a
product, however, not of its vigo¥¥d youthful strength
but of‘its decayi For all his verbalspadicalism,/F¢ served
in the cabinet of the Roosevelt;jadministration which
was the most consciously and persistently imperialist
in American history. For all hisjverbal radicalism, he
served in the cabinet of the Rogsevelt administration
which strengthened the hand of the banks and the rail-
roads while the aid it gave the farmers was transient
and ineffective. - 5 [

When Roosevelt died, it seemed for a while that
Wallace might take over the leadership of the New
Deal movement. He did not, His failure was not merely

-

due to his personal inadequiicies, serious as those are;
more fundamentally ‘it was due to the fact that New
Dealism had reached the end of its rope. Roosevelt's
death was in a sense-a'great blessing to his reputation;
he did not have to face the post-war difficulties, most of
them still to come, which the -hapless Truman inherited
and which would probably have sharply harmed his
reputation. Already -Roosevelt -had begun that transi-
tion characterized as-the turn from New Deal to War
Deal; and in that transition, the diffuse political ele-
ments which Roosevelt patched together at the begin-
ning of his Presidency began to scatter. The capitalist
political wing which was the basic axis of his regime—
personified by such figures. as Baruch, Jesse Jores,
Stimson, Knox, Morgenthau, Knudson and Stettinius—
felt that the heat was.off and turned rightwards to the
policies which Truman.is now more or less carrying
out. The labor leadership, for:all its servility, was in-
creasingly left out in.the cold. The Stalinists. changed
their line again. And. the. ljherals, as usual, were be-
fuddled.

IN THE POST-ROOSEVELT ERA
- Where did that leave Wallace? . i

As a capitalist politician, he had declined. He had
failed to get the Vice-Presidéntial nomination from the
Democratic Party in 1944. He had no hold on either of
the political machines. The capitalist parties did not
view the situation as desperate enough to require the
leadership of the Wallace type; theéy much preferred
Truman or Taft. Wallace thereforé had no alternative
but to turn to the fringe elements—the liberals, the
Stalinists and the semi-Stalinists. - '

This move to retain some degree of popular support
and political prominence was to prove Wallace’s un-
doing as a capitalist politician. In our opinion, it would
be a gross simplification to 'speak of Wallace as still
representing any section 'of "the American capitalist
class. He is now a mere political adventurer who bases
himself on the coalition of certain.liberals and Stalin-
ists who want the U. S. to adopt a pro-Russian foreign
policy. As such he will be relegated increasingly: to the
rank of a front man, @ stooge. Not that he will be a
stooge of Stalinism in’ the sense that Marcantonio is.
But if he is to maintain any existence-at all as a- politi-
cal figure he now has no alternative but to play along
with the Stalinists for the time being. .

His opposition to the Truman Doctrine, supported. to
one degree or another by every capitalist politician, was
the last step in the development described above, It lost
him his last remnant of support in the non-Stalinist labor
leadership. His weird ‘and cowardly - behavior—cutting
out sections of a speech criticizing Russia because he was
booed by Stalinists ‘ot Mddison Square Garden—has
marked him as one of those credulous creatures made for
Popular Frontist politics and little else. As this interna-
tional situation continues to become worse, Wallace's
policy of "appeasing' Russia will isolate him still further
from the main sources of capitalist political power. He
will have the alternative of being spokesman for the
Stalinists and those whom they dupe or of breaking with
them and sinking to oblivien es another. political hack.
It Is his ironic predicament that his only possible source
of future support dnd piblic prominence will also be the
force that will most completely cut him off from the
political ambitions heso obviously nurses.

These few remarks are nof intended ;a8 a-therough:.
analysis of Wallace, who is tertainly one of the.strang-

est- birds to flit acrgss.the American political scene in
many years. Two interesting and illuminating articles
on Wallace have recently appeared. One by Dwight
Macdonald (April issue of Politics). is.a brilliant piece
of journalism which tears Wallace apart as a person-
ality and would-be thinker. The other by David Bazelon
(April issue of Commentary) is more of an attempt at
political analysis along Marxist lines. Between the two
of them, however, one does gather a great deal of infor-
mation about Wallace.—L. H. -

I VISITED AN 2
INDO-CHINESE CAMP &)

CREYSSE - BERGERAC, Department
of Dordogne, France—After a long
walk, I reach temporary buildings,
and see an Indo-Chinese flag.

I must say that here the curious,
the bourgeois, the colonialists can-
not enter, but the representative of
the French workers is received with
open arms.

As soon as I pass the guard post,
I have before my eyes the most
magnificent demonstration of the
truth of the Marxist conception. It
is necessary to recall that the Indo-
Chinese workers left their country
in 1939 with the most diverse and
confused political conceptions. A pro-
longed stay in France has taught
them that, in this country as in Indo-
China, the workers are exploited.

Employed in a nearby gunpowder
plant, the workers immediately.went
on strike in response to the March,
1946 events in Indo-China: “We will
not make powder to assassinate our

brothers,” they said. The repression,

was bloody. An expedition of the
Mobile Republican Guard, formerly
of the fascist Darnand, now of the
socialist Depreux, swept with rifle
fire the barracks and the umnarmed
men. They answered with the hunger
strike. Their will was unshakable.
They understood. Their number was
several thousand, but they had only
pne soul,

Today, their camp is a free repub-
lic. The colonialists no longer octu-
py the guard post. A distant com-
mandant stays in his city office. The
workers have themselves organized

. discipline and police. No peasant of

the surrounding countryside com-
plains of stolen property. The func-
tionaries and leaders have been dem-
ocratically elected by the ranks. The
best educated among them teach
their comrades to read and write,
what eighty years of French occupa-
tion neglected to do. Those who are
further advanced study mathematics,
natural history, geography etc. These
people, from such an ancient civili-

. zation, have retained a vitality, dy-

namism and a remarkable facility for
assimilation. More than 60 per cent
of the workers, completely: illitekdte:
on their arrival in France, not only

know how to read and write their
native tongue but could teach French
grammar to many Frenchmen.

In the central courtyard there is
a monument to the dead bearing this
inscription:

“To the memory of those who died
for the independence of Viet Nam
and for the liberation of the work-
ing class. Liberty, independence, hap-
piness,”

We are far indeed from the tricolor
of Maurice Thorez!

Max Tisserand.
[ ]

A VICTORY FOR WORKERS'
DEMOCRACY ‘IN FRANCE

After almost a year of dispute, the
JCI (Internationalist Communist
Youth of France—Trotskyist)
been admitted to the Anti- Fascist
Youth Front by a majority vote of
the organizations, Last year, when
the front was founded, the Stalinists
demanded our exclusion. The major-
ity, led by the Socialist Youth, ac-
cepted our temporary exclusion, pro-
vided an impartial jury of honor was
set up to hear charges against our
comrades, The jury was constituted
but the Stalinists refused to testify
before it. As a resuli, our comrades
were admitted, whereupon the Sta-
linist Youth and one smaller Stalin-
ist-dominated affiliate withdrew. The
major organizations remaining in the
Front are the Socialist Youth and the
Youth Hostel Movement, which is
very strong in France, but there are
several smaller affiliates.

The radical character of the youth
in the Front is indicated by the res-
olutions recently adopted by the Na-
tional Committee. One resolution de-
mands immediate peace with Viet-
Nam and opposes military credits for
the Indo-China war. Another resolu-
tion, in order to meet the increasing
threat of bands of youth under fas-
cist influence who have been attack-
ing working class youth organiza-
tions, calls on all local affiliates of the
Front to join together in defense
groups. Our French Trotskyist youth
went further, to propose the build-
ing of a nation-wide anti-fascist
workers' youth guard, but neverthe-

less greeted the resolution adopted: -
as making a real step forward in -~

have

mobilization of the working class
youth, '

Meanwhile the first congress of the
JCI has already taken place, and we
will soon publish a report of the

- proceedings.

WELL, WELL ,WELL!
IS WAR OVER?—
CANADA CANCELS
LABOR ACTION BAN

Publishers, LABOR ACTION,
4 Court Sq., Long Island City 1, N. Y.

.Gentlemen:

Reference is made to yo_ur'commu-
nication of March 4, 1947, relative to
a complaint of non-receipt for the

past few months of a shipment of 25 .

copies of LABOR ACTION addressed
to Charles Le Mesurier, P. O. Gen-
eral Delivery, Vancouver, BC, Can-
ada; and mailed weekly.

Please be advised that the matter
was taken up with the Canadian pos-
tal authorities and that the district
director of postal services at Vancou-
ver, BC, Canada, informed this office
that your publication was on the list
of those prohibited transmission in
the mails in Canada in June, 1840,
as the result of a. decision by ‘the
press censors that your publication
could not be circulated in the Do-
minion.

However, it has now been decided
that no . exception may be taken to
the transmission in the Canadian
mails and the distribution of LABOR
ACTION is now being permitted arid
the complainant should receive all
subsequent issues.

Sincerely yours,

‘Albert Goldman, Postmaster.

Read and Subscribe .

ito The
New International
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Let's Raise That Subsistence! -

Science under capitalism-is an . astonishing
.thing. It can, with equal facility, discover nuclear
fission—and statistically prove that it is impos-

sible for a veteran in college to live on sixty-five .

dollars a month. Even Life magazine, on the basis.
of a recent survey, has come to the same con-
clusion, So it must.be true. ;

It is not necessary at this late date fo_r.-the .

1,500,000 veterans in college to consult statistical
surveys in order to find out their economic and
social condition. That can safely, be left to the
unique brand of idiot represented by those pro-
fessors of economics whose wisdom begins and
ends with the “law” of supply and. demand.

The sixty-five dollar subsistence grant given.

to single men or the ninety dollars awarded mar-
ried couples was initially insufficient, both in
terms of services rendered during the war and in
terms of meeting the cost of living, The inflation
which has occurred during the past year in_ par-
ticular has reduced these figures to derisory val-
ues. As a result, savings accumulated during the
war are melting away and war bonds are being
cashed in. To augment incomes part-time jobs are
resorted to, parents are drawn upon, or wives ate

forced to go to work. The total result is the Lilli- -

putian life: miniature housing, indifferent ‘food,
G.I. clothes, scrimped medical care, a penny-pinch-
ing social life, a shrunken college ‘experience.
Many have had to leave school altogether.

ECONOMIC BASIS OF CURRENT SITUATION

All this is obvious to most veterans—even to
those majoring in business administration or tak-

ing advanced ROTC. What is not so obvious is the

cause of the present condition and 'the- relation

of the student-veteran'’s problems to those of the
domestic economy as a whole. HhiAs '
The basic characteristic of the present ‘period
Is an inflationary rise in prices. Chester Bowles, the
former price administrator, pointed out last menth
that "Moody's Index of generul commodity prices
shows an increase of 63 per cent since a year age,
while Moody's Index of raw Indusirial material
prices shows an increase of 61 per cent." Increases

in wholesale prices promise still further increases

in the cost of living, _ .
The lifting of OPA ceilings.a year ago under

the sustained pressure of big business produced -

these price rises. Business motivated the lifting of

controls by saying (1) production would increase .

and (2) prices would ultimately go down. Nat-
urally prices immediately rose .and unit consump-
tion in such commodities as food, milk, drug store

products, and department ‘store items has de-.

creased. “Non-durable goods are off 15 per cent,”
in comparison with a year ago, states Bowles, -

THE FALLING BAROMETER

J This falling off in purchasing power is what
is worrying the men who tell Truman what to.

. think: The combination of high . prices -(which

pansion of consumer. credit (‘“deficit. financing")
--and profits: which can neither be reinvested or
utilized as - purchasing power is beginning  to
Wworry some economists. They fear the beginning
of the fatal sequence which Truman. recently de-
scribed: “Buying stops; production drops; unem-
ployment sets in; prices collapse; profits vanish;
businessmen fail.” That is a fair description of
the embryology of a depression.
~ Further, Truman warns, “Economic trouble in
the United States would provide agitators with
the "opportunity they seek.”  The ‘reference,  of
course, is to unreasonable people like you and me
who read LABOR ACTION and refuse to see in
capitalism or its apologist Truman the final' flow-
ering of millenia of cosmic and social devélopmient.
*  Neither moral exhortation, stronger measures
of political and economic coercion, nor activity
inspired by a more perfervid interest in thée com-
ing elections on the part of Truman can stave off
the crises to which capitalism is subject. His ef-
forts can at best ameliorate a few of the effects,
Under capitalism there are no ways other than
through economic crises and war in which to work
off the periodie surpluses which build up.

WHAT MUST THE' VETS DOZ;

-.ineans decreased purchasing:power) . diminishing..
savings“with which to_buy ‘commodities; the ex- =

Veterans must organize. The capitalists do— I

. and with notable results. “Profits in the aggregate,"

says Truman, "ur@ilsrouklng all records... ... In 1946,
corporate profits, after taxes, were 33 ‘per cent
higher than in 1945." What gains labor has been

able to record in combating the rising cost of

living have been achieved through organization and
militant action. Even so, despite the slanders of the
dnlly.lpren. the wage earner's pay check, accord-
ing to Bowles, "will buy 14 per cent less today than
in 1944." But without organization it is guaranteed
in advance that the veterans in ‘college ‘will con-
tinue to take de facto cuts in their subsistence
allowance.

Veterans organizations, and in particular the
AVC, must initiate demonstrative—and not hat-
in-hand—actions whose aim is an immediate in-
crease in subsistence benefits, The AVC program
of increases to $90 for single men and $125 for
n'{arned couples is, in God’s truth, a modest begin-
ning. Such a program could be handily financed
tihrough an excess profits tax on the eriminal
proﬁt_s currently being made by the corporations
of this country. Ty i

‘The student-veteran should make common cause
mth.o'rganized labor in its fight for better living
con_dltmns. The opponent is the same: the class
which both owns the means of production in' this

- country and controls the government, :

To do less is to aid in peymitting the boundless
avarice of the capitalist class to depress the liv-
ing standard of the whole country, hasten - the
advent of a new depression—and thereby acceler-

ate the appearance of the Third— )
World War. 1r _311& Atomic—

rd

NEXT WEEK:
~ UN AND PALESTINE -

A PROGRAM TO DEFEAT
THE ANTI-LABOR DRIVE

THE NEW WAGE EATTERN _
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'ﬂnrmg Comes to Europe's Refugees

LABOR ACTION

Phght of DPs Remains AsPowérs AdOpt Do-Nothing Policy

By ALBERT FINDLEY

Spring has come to Europe. With
‘the spring has come an increased
urgency on the part of thousands of
Jews to move on to Palestine,

Spring has always been the season
of migration. The great Jewish mi-
grations to the United States would
reach their peak in the spring. After
the Passover holidays— traditional
celebration of the freeing of the He-
brew slaves—the migrant would pack
his things, and with the whole town
to see him oﬂ would leave for Amer-
ica.

The year 1947 sees a different type
‘of emigrant Jew. He no longer is
leaving from his home, his village
and family. He has no home or fam-
ily. ’

He' was first forcibly separated
from hise village —his family and
neighbors weré sent to be extermi-
nated. The monstrous product of a&
decaying capitalist society—Nazism—
used all the latest scientific methods
of ‘extermination.

While 40 per cent of the Jewish
people of the world perished during
World War II, not a hand, not a fin-
ger was lifted by their so-called al-
lies to aid them. Protests were hard-
ly even made. As to ships, visas, ha-
vens of migration—none of the fight-
ers for “freedom” and “humanity”

volunteered: or allowed themselves to -

be pressured into doing anything.

The deaths of 6,000,000 people ean
be blamed not only on the Nazis, who
carried out the slaughter, but also on
the United States and Russia, which
Kept the doors of their own coun-
tries closed,, and on Great Britain,
which . blockaded . the Palestinian
shores..

Is it any wonder then that the
remnants of ' a people now are not
waiting: for “the International Relief
Office: or the UN to find. them a place,
but are walking, swimming and risk-
ing their lives to get to Palestine?.

The fever of movement has ‘en-
gulfed the Jewish population of, the’
DP.camps. A .year and a half of idle-
ness. in . converted - concentration
camps under military rule has had
a disastrous effect:on the personali-
ties of these survivors. Yet they rise
again, unconquered and with a de-
termination to live once again as
normal human bemgs

DANGER. TO DPs

The mass ‘migration that we will
see in the next few months will take
advantage of -the warm -~ weather,
calmier: seas'and ability to sleep’out
inthe:operi;?to make its' Way to " Pal¥
estine’ This ovément is :aided by-+
not originated by—the Haganah, Jew-
ish resistance movement of Pales-
tine, '‘which ‘is supplying the ships
and is' now 'seeking to supply air-
planes.

-(The American League for a Free
Palestine ' and 'Ben Hecht, by their
‘Hollywoodian boasts and full - page
ads, give the impression that they
‘and almost ‘they alone are helping
this “illegal” immigration. This is
absolutely false. Through all the
years of talk, the revisionists and
their splinter groups such as the
League and the Political Action Com-
mittee for . Palestine, have only
brought ‘one boat of 600 immigrants
to Palestine, As usual, this one boat
was given more publicity than {wen-
ty boats of the Haganah.)

The governments of the world are
preparing a counter-offensive to de-
stroy every last hope of these suffer-
ing ' people.. General Clay of the
United States Army has issued two
infamous orders in the past week:

‘One order warns the DPs that in-
ternational relief cannot last for
lIong, that it'is not expected to con-
tinue after ‘June, and ‘“urges” their
return to their countries of origin,
offering them sixty days’ rations—as
if such’ piddling amounts of food can
be of a'n?- avail in the face of dislo-
cation, hatred, ‘anti-Semitism and the
bitter reminders that every foot of
ground llolds millions of dead.

The second order prevents the DP
camps from admitting any new wan-
derers, except in extreme need or ill-
ness, leaving all others to shift for

themselves. This order is a product .

of the “stabilization” program.

. The Jewish Morning Journal inter-
prets this decree as “no more—except
Jews.” How naive! It imagines that
its conception of the need of the Jew-
ish refugees. will be mccepted by the
military. The New York Times re-
porter knows better when he says it
is 'directed against Jewish immi-
grants, As yet the borders of the
Ameérican occupied areas are still
open—and this comforts some liber-
als, and some Jews—but not for long:
The military will soon . attempt to
stifle:, ANY “unauthoﬁzed" move-
ments, - ’ b A

A STAL]NIST 'I‘RICK

* The ~British are —putting  pressure
on -all, European governments, from
Sweden to Italy, fo stop immigration
at its source. The DP. camps are
moved inland, away from the Medit-
erranean. The  French .and Italian
governments promise to :prevent
Jews from ‘entering their countries.
But in memoranda to -the British,
they pointed out that should the
Jews manage to enter—they would
be told to move on-—even if it means

16” Pﬁl@bﬁﬁ& ANl7seém: to havei the:=:

same" sofutibn  for the be problem
Let' the ‘other country take care of
them. .

It remained, however, for the Sta-
linist - controlled, government of Po-
land to take the most crass and bar-

1. For a Living Wage

. 2. For a national plan to begin’

IV, Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

tional dependent.

of service.

IX. For Peace and Freednln

ment

Pfogram of
Workers Party

1. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers -

.. Wipe out profiteering and high ‘prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the ‘decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
.increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of hving

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any: addit:bnal price rises. i

8. For job and wage security through a‘guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual mipimum per family,

. Clear the Slums! Build Homes! - - 7

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year Frogram to provide decent hous-.
ing at low rental for all and an extens
sehools; -hospitals and other needed community facilities,

ot 25 million permanent low-cost ho‘usmg umts

For a-100 per cent tax on all proﬁts above ﬂ\re -per cent on invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies the industrial’ estab-
llshments, transportation and commumcattqn sgystems and' the banks.
To be owned by the nation and, operated under workers' control.

VL. End Discrimination Against the Negro People
For full social, political and economic equa].lty for Negroes.

VH. Open the Doers to the Jews
1. For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.
2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted irnmigratmn
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIil. For Full Ecopomic and Educuiionul Opporhlmhes for

i 1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job t.raining subsidy provided by
the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for single
‘veterans and $55 for marrxed veterans, plus $5 a wéek for each addi-

2. For immediate granting of a tederal bonus at $1,000 for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations i:o dec:de their own’ tuture
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the Amer-
ican troops home. For an end to conscription.

~ X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
For an 1ndependent Labor Party uf the workers and working ‘farme-

ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

the

public works plan to provide

‘work immediately on the ereetwn

. olution -more .than any other.”

baric steps. By ukase, the Polish gov-
ernment has ordered the end of all
illegal immigration.

A - special conference of Jewish
leaders was ordered to appear at the
office of the Security Ministry. There
they were told that emigration from
Poland was prohibited and that the
government would not tolerate any-
thing of this kind. That the 80,000
Jews who' are left from a pre-war
population of over 3,500,000, find
their lives intolerable, that the con-
tinued and ever-growing anti-Semi-
tism makes it impossible for Jews to
live in Poland, that makes no dif-
ference to the Polish Stalinists. They
want to imitate the Russian state,
where no one can enter or leave, ex-
cept diplomats and hired hands.

Not only were Jews immediately
arrested on trying to cross the bor-
der, but the Polish secret police, un-
der Russian tutelage, invoked the old
“collective responsibility” and
warned the Jewish leaders that they
PERSONALLY would be held re-
sponsible if any Jews attempted to
escape. The reasons given—‘“domestic
reasons” and (hypocrisy has no lim-
it), the wishes of the British. It is of
course a well known fact how so-
licitous the Polish government is of
the feelings of the British govern-
ment!

The tragic history of the Jews in
recent years proves the Marxist con-
tention that capitalist . totalitarian
anti-Semitism plans and executes a
policy of annihilation, the complete
and total physical extermination of
the Jews. The arena of annihilation
is today no longer limited to single
countries. It is continental and
world-wide.

WHERE SHALL THEY GO?

Thus in a fundamental sense and
in a very real personal sense, the sur-
vival of the Jews is dependent upon
the . overthrow of capitalism. “The
Jewish proletariat is in need of rev-
This
is not only true for the Jewish work-
er, but offers the only hope of life
for all Jews, workers and petty bour-
geoisie alike. If anything can be
learn from the past and present
beshal assaults of capitalist anti-
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Semitism, it is that the only real and
fundamental solution of the Jewish
problem lies in the unity of the Jew-
ish people with the working class and
its revolutionary vanguard — the
Workers Party.

“Few of Europe's Jews have any
illusions about Palestine. They know
they are entering an armed camp.
They know that the end of their
journey may not be Tel-Aviv but
Cyprus. They know that for most
of them the new life will be hard,
that they will live by the sweat of
their brow in the most literal sense.”

What promise is there in this tiny
country of toil and danger .that
should cause the Jews of Europe to
want to fight their way in, suffering
hunger and thirst en route? It is the
promise that they will fight as part
of a nation—no longer the hounded
individuals of an unaccepted minor-
ity. That is why the Jews are pre-

pared to face British. bayonets and
Arab opposition in Palestine, but
shrink from the possibility that they
may again wear the yellow “J” as
subjects or even citizens of a hos-
tile state. To put it succinctly, they
prefer to guard their settlements at
night, arms in hand, rather than read
want ads that say “restricted” or em-
ployment ads that say “Christian
only.”

It is not the desire to cut them-
selves off from the non-Jewish world
that attracts them to Palestine. It is
rather that they feel they will meet
the non-Jewish world on more equal
terms. The large Jewish communities
of Poland permitted the Jew to live
an intense cultural life of his own,
but it still was culture in a ghetto.

The great difference is that in Pal- .

estine, the Jewish community has a
measure of power. True, the Jewish
“state within a state” is a feeble

force when matched with Britain or
even the combined forces of the sur-
rounding Arab world. However, the
Jews see in the organized commu-
nity of Palestine the opportunity of
fighting under a common banner—a
source of strength felt by every peo-
ple of Europe under the Nazi heel,
except the Jews.

BREAK DOWN THE WALLS

The Jews of Europe face a world
of walls. It is the condition that also
turns their faces toward Palestine.
Not that the wall around Palestine
is less formidable, but behind the
Palestinian wall the most powerful
Jewish minority of any country
reaches out a hand of welcome. The
fight for the right of Jews to go to
Palestine cannot be considered as a
substitute for the need to fight
against all reactionary restrictions
upon immigration whenever they oc-

cur. The struggle to.open the._ﬂ,onfs
of a country now partly their own to
the refugees is an obligation whith
the workers of each nation must
place in the forefront-6f their de-
mands.

In this respect a special duty de-
volves upon the labor movement of
the U. 8. No other country is in so

favorable a situation to admit large
numbers of immigrants. The wealth |

of America and its vastness make it
‘possible to admit a million immi-
grants without making the slightest
impressmn upon its economic instl-
tutions. The main content of Amer-

fcan labor demands for ' European

Jews should be “Open the doors of
the United States,” but together with

the international working class they -

must throw their support behind the
pressing demand of “Open the doors
of Palestine.”

Adaditional Comments in the Discussion
On Workers’ Control and Democracy

By STANLEY GREY

Comrade Erber, in his discussion
of “workers’ control” in the March
31 issue, raises a number of ques-
tions on my article of the week be-
fore which I would like to comment
on briefly.

1. Comrade Erber asserts that
while the criterion of democratic
control over the state by the workers
in a nationalized ecbnomy is ade-

quate for indicating what a workers’ -

state is mot, it cannot answer the
question of what'a ‘workers’ state is.
“The essence of the question is: how
does the working class exercise con-
trol over its state?” It seems to me
that Comrade Erber is mixing two
questions into one and is therefore

not -satisfied with’ an answer which "

adequately—not* fully—satisfies one
as a solution to’the other. The two
questions beingtvwconfused are (1)
what are the bdsic generalizations
which a workerd®&tate must satisfy
and (2) what arefthe historical form
or forms which atworkers’ state may
or must take? :Although obviously
connected, the two* questions are sep-
arable and whichever one (or if
both) are dealtwith; depends on the
scope and the nature of the inquiry.

- “The:bourgevisejcthe feudal nobil= -

ity and the pstricians of anthulty
ruled by virtue offowhnership of capi-
tal, land or chattel slaves,” Erber
says and is appareéntly satisfied with
this as an adeqi:late generalization
for characterizing the respective
states. Yet this ownership does not
answer the “essence of the ques-
tion,” namely, How did the bour-
geoisie, ete.; exereise and maintain
its rule, and quite correctly for they
are two separate:guestions. The one
establishes the basic social rule of a
class, the other isiconcerned with the
diversity of political forms which
developed on the basis of this social
rule to maintain 4nd extend it. Fas-
cism and demoperatic capitalism
serve the same social rule of the
bourgeoisie in different ways; yet
the violent difference in the ““how”
does not interfere with the validity
of the basic sociological definition of
a bourgeois state.

In a workers’ state there is an
important difference. Social and po-
litical rule are immediately inter-
twined. Since under nationalized
property where all social relations
are refracted through the state, the
proletariat can exercise its social
rule only through “politics.” The de-
cisive relations are now not relations
to . property but relations to the
state. Therefore, the basic generali-
zation that it is a workers’ state by
virtue of workers’ control over the
state is adequate as a basic social
definition. It is not adequate for a
basic analysis of the how of the
question. In that sphere, the concept
of “democracy” is no mere rubric
with no significance but a vital
heuristic principle to establish the
line of investigation and the pattern
of institutions. Furthermore, if this
definition is mothing more than a
“standard generalization,” it should

be recalled that this is standard for
our movement but hardly for the
intended reader.

QUESTION - OF MANAGEMENT

2. When, Comrade Erber says “the
investigation of this question (“how
does the working class exercise con-
trol over its state”?) must proceed
along the lines of workers’ role in
management,” his “answer” merely
substitutes one unknown for another.
For then another question is imme-
diately posed; by virtue of what do
the workers manage production? Is
it simply a question of the technical
arrangement of managers and per-
sonnel or is it basically a social ques-
tion of the nature of the state? Trot-
sky points out that “workers’ man-
agement of industry, to a much
greater degree (than workers’ con-
trol—S. G.) proceeds from
above, for it is inseparable from
state power and the general eco-
nomic plan. The organs of manage-
ment are not factory committees but
centralized Soviets.” Therefore, to
assert that the line of investigation
of the question of workers’ control
over the state is to inquire into
workers’ management over industry
is tautology. It is equivalent to say-

‘ing-that/to’ investigate the gquestion:

by virtue of what do workers control
the state, it is necessary to investi-
gate the question: by virtue of what
do workers control the state organs.
The introduction of the term “man-
agement” at this point merely push-
es the answer away by one notch but
adds nothing.

3, When Comrade Erber speaks of
workers’ control in a workers’ state
as being “the intervention of the
workers in the sphere of production
in the same manner in which they
intervene in the sphere of wages,
hours, conditions, under private
ownership,” he is ignoring two cru-
cial points. (1) That this particu-
lar type of control is not the same
as our traditional concept of work-
ers’ control and has implications
which overlap into management and
(2) that under a nationalized econ-
omy such intervention, in the na-
ture of the case, cannot be carried
out “in the same manner” as under
private property.

Point 1—The traditional notion of
control is the “surveillance and
checking of one institution by an-
other.” And, as Trotsky continues,
under a workers’ state “a certain
period of apprenticeship is required.
The proletariat is interested in leav-
ing the management during that pe-
riod in the hands of an experienced
administration, but compelling it to
keep all the books open and estab-
lishing a wide-awake superv:sxon
over all its affiliations and actions.”
Thus control is a matter of surveil-
lance, of checking, of supervision.

But when Comrade Erber accepts
and emphasizes the importance of
wage negotiations, ete., as a form of
control, he is extending the tradi-
tional concept. For when the union
negotiates wages, hours, ete., it is

Wanted! Marxist Literature
In the German Language!

“We have an urgent requ.elsf from German socialists and
workers for Marxist literature in the German language.
We are therefore appealing to any of our readers who
~ may have any of the writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trof-
sky, Luxemburg, Liebknecht, efc.—be they books or pam-
phlets—to please contribute these works for a worth-

while purpose. Send them fo .

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

and we shall forward them to the proper hands.

not supervising or checking, it is
participating in the determination
of poliey, it is joining in the deci-
sions of production. This form of
workers’ control therefore overlapes
into features of management, To say
therefore that it is this form of con-
trol that will be operative in a na-
tionalized economy and that it will
be sharply distinguished from man-
agement is to overlook what 'is es-
sentially and importantly new in ac-
cepting union negotiations as a form
of control. Either we abandon the
term, or abandon the rigid distine-
tion between such control and man-
agement. Trotsky, it will be noted,
spoke of control in the surveillance
sense and is therefore consistent in
his distinetion.

UNION-STATE IIEI.A'I'IONS

Point 2—Wage negotiations, et*é.,
under private industry are a union-
plant ' relationship. The union par-
ticipates in the determination of cer-
tain limited conditions of production
by pitting its strength against the
company. But where. the state owns
the property and where wages, pri-
ces, hours, etc., are matters which
are decided in conformity with a
general plan for the whole economy,
thése ' negotiations 'are  now not
union-plant, but union-state -“nego-
tiations.” It is therefore obvious that
they cannot be conducted “in the
same manner,” for they have an en-
tirely different context and mean-
‘ing. To the degree which the union
will “negotiate” with the state suc-
cessfully, to that degree will this
form of control be a form of man-
agement, for it will serve to influ-
ence the actual formation of policy
decisions. (Unless management be
considered the mere technical exe-
cution of policy.) And the ability,
the right and the power of the union
to do this ‘negotiating’ brings us
back to our basic generalization of
the existence of political democracy
as an indispensable precondition for
a workers’ state. It dees not deter-
mine the forms of life but it sup-
plies the oxygen for whatever forms
will arise.

4. Erber’s criticism that the state-
ment that full workers’ control de-
pends on a workers' state nullifies
its meaning as a transitional slogan
has some validity. But what was un-

General Charles de Gaulle again
steps to the fore in French politics.
From making speeches he has turned
to organizing a movement which he
calls the Reunion of the French Peo-
ple.

Heretofore the Bonapartist politics
of de Gaulle have been apparent
from his advocacy of all power to
the executive. .His most recently ex-
pressed aims have more totalitarian
embellishments. According to reports

.of his speeches, he is opposed to the

existing system “under which rigid
and opposing parties share all the
powers,’ and wants another system
“in which the executive powér pro-
ceeds from the country and not from
soluble conflict is settled by the peo-
ple themselves.”

Like the mgemous capitalists who
would give “economic freedom” to
the workers by crippling the unions,
capitalist politicians with dictatorial
designs will allow “the people to
settle their insoluble conflicts” by
abolishing political parties through
which people express their political
will.

What are the chances now of de
Gaulle getting popular support? His

" followers today are mainly Vichy-

ites, a group discredited among all
layers of the French people.
However, the emergence of de
Gaulle’s Reunion of the French Peo-
ple has alerted the political parties
and the labor unions. Though de
Gaulle’s offerings are labeled “ster-
ile agitation,” action is afoot to op-

. pose it, Harold Callender reports in

the New York Times from Paris that
leaders of the Socialists; Communists,

"united actions.—S. G.

der discussion was ot the slogan of
workers’ control in its dynamic as-

pect as a-transitional slogan but full

workers’ control at rest, so to speak.
They are not contradictory, If, for
example, it is necessary to employ
the slogan for the purpose of estab-
lishing a workers’ state, this does
not nullify the idea that full con-
trol is possible only under a work-
ers’ state. Space does not' permit a
discussion of the Russian experience
on workers’ control. Suffice it to
quote Trotsky, who said that in Rus-
sia “the stage of workers’ control
did not develop” to indicate that the
point is more ramified than Comrade
Erber suggests.

A COMPLEX QUESTION '
5. There is no space to go into
soine of the other points Comrade

Erber raises. However, one conclud- . .

ing word of a general character. It
seems to me it is relatively less
fruitful to attempt a description of
the workers’ state and the particu-
lar and necessary institutions -6f
such a state than it is to attempt
broad correlations between certain
organic problems of centralized con-
trol’ and probable variants of the
historical process.

“Thé ‘problem “of fnamtammg and’

defending “the social rule of .the
working * class will depehd not on
ingenious resolutions in advance of
contradictory tasks but rather will
depend on the conecrete complexity of

the actual historieal situation, For .

example, the problem of “how re-
solve the contradiction between the

need for local controls and the need .

for central authority’” is one which
is not subject to the formulistic or
percentage solution nor of a wuni-
versal simple answer. Its resolution
in life will depend on the country
involved, its level of technology, the

traditions of its working class, ete.:

In a rich country, to suggest one

variant, it would be possible and

wise to allow all kinds of “mistakes” '

and “miscarriages”
plan where local authorities insist

on it, for the sake of teaching them.

by experience. A rich country could

“afford” it; in. a poor country, the {

problem is more complex.
History is not niggardly and we

can’t forece it to be so by advancing-

in ‘the central .

single solutions to complex questions..-

DeGaulle Makes New Bid
To Take Power in France

Popular Republicans and Radicals, -
the Confederation of Labor and the.

Leéague' of ‘the Rights of Man have’

called fot “a vast counter-movement”: ’
in the form of Republican Vigilance;.-.

Committees.

No national situation is today free'

from the raging interfiational con-"*
flicts. De Gaulle’s-new movement has ;
been greeted by the French support-,

ers of ' Stalinist
heated attacks on the ground of be-
ing supported by American reaction

and being the puppet of Ameritan

imperialism, in which there may be
more than a grain of truth.

If the domestic and colonial crisis
in which France is steeped remadins

imperialism with

and deepens in the immediate ‘fu- "

ture, with no revolutionary solution’

possible because of the lack of revo-
lutionary leadership and organization,

there is bound to be a swing toward

the two- extremes of Stalinist totali-

tarianism and nationalist totalitarian-

ism, and contesting Russian imperial-
ism and American imperialism will
be crystallized on French soil thmugh
these extremes.

However, today Premier Ramadier :

and the other governmental repre-
sentatives .of “national unity” are

still making appeals for the subordi- .

nation of private interests and party
aims for the “national good,” within

the framework of capitalist democ-

racy. An immediate result of the
consolidation of the republitan ele-
ments against the possible growth of
the ‘de Gaulle movement may be to

strengthen the Stalinists, who have -

an aptitude for benefitting rrom such
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By GAST'ON BRUYERE _

.. Once the fierce. war of independ-
ence, heroically waged by the Cu-
bans, was over, and the Spaniards
had been forced to leave the island
in agreement with the 'I‘rea,ty of
Paris (drawn up between America
and Spain), a.transitory interven-
tionist government was set up by the
United States. This came after the
natives had won. their war of inde-
pendence in 1895. Outwardly, this
intervention was meant to clean up
the island and prepare ‘the Cubans
politically for managing their own
affairs. The true purpose of the
U. S. A, in intervening in the Cuban
war against Spain was to obtain real
possession .of the island. This they
achieved through the same Treaty of

,Paris that gave them Puerto Rico

and the Philippines following. the
Spanish-American war,

Having already undertaken an
armed struggle for its independence,
Cuba could not submit to the status
of protectorate, like the other ‘two,
but added an infamous clause to its
democratic constitution, thus dimin-
ishing its sovereignty. ThlS amend-
ment to the Cuban constitution was
called the Platt Amendment. It gave
the U. S. A. the right to intervene in
the country’s internal affairs when-
ever they co_nsidered it nécessary.
Thus, in 1902, a'republic without
sdvereign powers was born,

From the time it purchased Flor-

Glasgow

(Continued from page 3)
rotten. Public statements were made

- that they only intended to use troops
on this one ship; it was apparent

they were feeling their way toward
a bolder use of troops. On April 10th,
after a few days respite, they used
troops on the S.S. Gracia. On this
occasion they could not use.the ex-
cuse of endangered cargo, as this
ship is fitted with refngeratmg gear.
. The Labor government, elected b‘y
theé dockers and other ‘workers, is
showing more and more.its complete
alignment with the bosses. Under
guise of “No Intervention” it inter-

ida, the United States had been try-
ing to obtain through money or by
other means the Island of Cuba. Con-
sidering its geographical position as
strategically important from both a
military and a commercial point of
view, they offered Spain millions of
dollars for it. For the same reasons
that the U, 8. coveted Cuba, Spain
wished to retain it. Since the middle
of the last century, the U. S.s ef-
forts to get their hands on Cuba had
been increasing. Beginning then and
running parallel with the natives’
anxiety to obtain their independence,
American inversionist capital had
penetrated the island.

With its incredibly fertile lands,
‘with. its privileged geographical po-
sition making the island a safe har-
bor and store-house for American
manufactured goods on their way to
South American. and Caribbean
countries, and because of its un-
equalled strategic base for troop
movements toward the Pacific or the
defense of the Panama Canal, Cuba
has been orfe of the objects of im-
perialist greed..

It was after the republic was set
up, which found the Cubans impov-
erished by their war for national in-
dependence, that the penetration of
American finance capital became
really enormous.

For . pitiful sums U. 8. capital
bought stretches of land which they
devoted exclusively to planting su-

A Story of Lost Independence——

How American Imperialism Dominates the Islan

gar-cane, In this way, they changed
nearly all small rural holdings into
enormous latifundios and forced
great masses of small farmers to
toil for inferior wages as sugar
workers. Large portions of the
island’s territory were turned into
productive one-crop plantations,
where the Cubans were unable to
produce even a third of their basic
means of sustenance. The Cuban
people were submitted to a’ regime
of low salaries and forced to become
buyers of U. S. manufactured goods
at a price too high for Cuban econ-
omy. Thus imperialism, while selling
dear and buying cheap, set up a mon-
strously deformed economy over the
Cuban people, and in doing so twist-
ed their historical destiny and forced
them to accept the semi-feudal con-
ditions of a plantation colony. But
this economic crime itself brought
imperialism its own historical pun-
ishment.

SOCIAL CLASSES

The Island of Cuba, ruled before
its independence by a nation as capi-
talistically backward as Spain, had
to survive in an even more backward
regime than the metropolis. The lat-
ter sustained the colony, as well as
itself, two centuries behind the
times. The industrial revolution did

not take place either in Spain or its
colonies. 1ts production methods re-
mained on the periphery of this

Dock Workers - -

compelling worker-soldiers to black-
leg on others of their class.

The spirit of the Glasgow dockers
today is born out of their fierce de-
termination not to return to the con-
ditions of casual labor which per-
tained between the two wars. Their
fight is that of dockers as a whole.
Raise the demand in the Trade Un-
ions and Labor organizations that
the government: withdraw the
troops immediately; that it sacks the
bosseg, not the workers, by national-
izing the industry without compensa-
tion, with its operation under work-
ers’ control. Demand an end to all

der the category of part-time work
or outright sackings. In the event of
a disparity between the ports at any
given moment, demand a sharing out
of the work, by a reduction of hours,
with no reduction in pay, on the
basis of the full operation of the

- guaranteed weekly wage demanded

by the unions.

This is the immediate answer to
the policy of the employers. It must
receive the widespread support of
the entire working class movement.

Full support for the Glasgow Dock-
ersi For the immediate re-msfahmenl‘

transformation and it survived in
semi-feudal conditions of production.

Cuba, thanks to its particular sit-
uation, had railroads before Spain
did; an incipient semi-industrial pro-
duction system began developing
there before it appeared in Spain,
Also an anti-feudal, .republican and
democratic mentality began to form
in Cuba before it did in the metrop-
olis. The wish for national independ-
ence affected all Cubans alike. Poor
and rich embraced the national inde-
pendence idea, with the avowed pur-
pose of making a historical jump
and bringing the Cuban production
process system into harmony with
a .capitalist world. At this crossroads
of their destiny, they were surprised
by the ~American intervention in
their way of independence. The in-
tervention lasted from 1898 until
1902, at which date the Americans
left the island fully prepared for

the penetration of the island’s econ-

omy with their finance capital. Puer-
to Rico and the Philippines remained
militarily and politically in their
hands; Cuba economically.

THE NATIVE BOURGEOISIE

* Impoverishéd by a long war, the
native ruling class became an easy
mark for voracious imperialism.
With no resources of their own for
starting production again and with
nearly all their property destroyed
by war, they found themselves forced
to sell their possessions en masse to
American capital. Then they flung
themselves into public life in order
to obtain, through control of the
newly-born state, the advantages of
an official bureaucracy which they
meant to keep for themselves. Thus
with the birth of the republie in
1902, the ruined Cuban bourgeoisie
surrendered its sovereignty to im-
perialism and became a parasitic,
anti-national class.

Parallel with' the decline of the
Cuban bourgeoisie-as an independent
ruling class, imperialist penetration
became more acute, until it reached
the .point of controlling the sugar
production, the. backbone of Cuban
economy. Just:as imperialism mo-
nopolized the most important sources
of wealth (sugar, tobaceo, bananas,
concessions in the ports, ete.) it also

venes in the most vicious form, by

casual labor, whether it comes. un-

of the 50-0 men!

controlled commerce, the means of
communication: .and - transportation,

By A. RUDZIENSKI

"I&N'J-its: issue of February 13, 1947, LABOR AC-
* . TION published a discussion on :the dangers
of revolutionary strategy in Poland. Bess 8. faced
this problem with courage, indicating-the dangers
of. “emtjca,l support” to the peasant opposition
against Stalinism, taking the bull so to speak, by
the horns.

Comrade Irving Howe answered Bess 8. indi-
cating that what is new and distinetive -in' the
Polish situation .is Stelinist. imperialism which
oppresses the Polish people in the same form -as
German imperialism did previously.: Taking as its
premise the ewistence of Russion, Stalinist im-
perialism, the Marxist party is.compelled forth-
with to lend its “critical support” to the demo-
cratic, petty-bourgeois resistance meovement, for
even though this movement is mot Socialist and i
sufficiently confused, it contains revolutiondry
elements.

- But this is only the pwmlse Evcn more impor-
tant is the consequence, which presents itself

“in the powerful phenomenon of the formation of

a third fromt, the third front of the proletariat
and, the oppressed mations and colonial peoples
against both imperialist blocs. This new situation,
bearing the seed of the socialist revolution, pre-
sents itself in Poland today. -

And net..only today. Already .in 1939, the
Polish people were caught between the two fires
of Russian and German imperialism. The inter-
national proletariat, weak and disoriented,
could not lend aid to the Polish people and its
proletariat who shed their blood in an unequal
and hopeless struggle against Nazism and Stalin-

~ism. This same phenomenon was repeated after-

ward in the Polish resistance, which was different
from the resistance in France and. Western
Europe. The Polish resistance movement had to
struggle simultaneously against both Stalinism
and Nazism. This new phenpmenon was erystal-
lized with clarity in the Warsaw insurrection
where the insurgents fought the Nazis but at the
same time desjred, to maintain, their independence
of, Stalinism.. The. coum:i,l .of the resistance move-
ment in the country, in its final stage led by the
illegal PPS, defined the situation surrounding the
insurrection in the following form: “Militarily we
struggle against the Nazis, but politically also
against the Russians. ” Given the weakness of the
revolutionary .workers movement, this attempt
was transformed into a defeat, and a- eap;tulat;on
to,Stalinism.. The, Polish. insurrection was sacri-
ficed by the Western wy.pemfwts to Stalin, and
by . Stalin to Hitler;, Mikolajezyk went to: Moscow.
in.order to accept the dictates, of the Kremlin,
but with the hope of, bemg able to form an. oppo-
sition with. the support of the Anglq Ameneans

A POLISH POPULIST REVOLT - s

The «main body of the illegal PPS however,
remained in opposition to the Stalinist. govern-
ment, an: opposition much more pronounced and
with more clearly defined principles, than, Miko-
lajezyk. This opposition, represented today by the
Independent Socialists, and which is led in the
puppet parh,ament of Warsaw by Zygmunt Zulaw-
ski, old leader of the ‘Polish ,unions and the left
wing .of his party (PPS), is organizing its ranks
for combat in the pmtectmg shadow, of the peas-
ant opposition and .in understanding with . the
latter. We consider the.tactic of Zula,wskl correct,
for . were he.to. struggle against. the: government
and Mlkola,lczyk at.the same time, he would

weaken the democratlc opposition and give: aid.
to the totahtgn,an regime.. On, the otheL ,hand_

Zulawski and his friends go much further than
Mikolajezyk. In the lgst session of the puppet

parliament of Warsaw, Zulewski was the only -

one who voted against granting. . ‘plenipotentiary
powers” to the government, while Mikolajezyk's
fraction abstained from the vote.

In order to clarify the problem’ still further,
we must define the social and economic character
of the peasantry and Populism.in Poland. Aside
from the numerous agricultural proletariat who
work for wages, more than 70 per cent of the
peasantry own less than five hectares of land,
almost 35 per cent less than two hectares. This
means that 70 per cent of the peasantry are semi-
proletarian or proletarian, and bear no resem-
blance to either the rich German and Czech peas-
ants, or to the conservative and reactionary
French peasants. The condition of the Polish peas-
ant,. always bad, is even worse today: he has
nelthel horses nor cows, neither equipment nor
seeds, and in many regions the peasant has no
roof over his héad. Furthermore, the peasant must
vield a “share” (in the form of agr:cultural prod-
uce) to the government, which is larger than the
tax -which was paid to the capitalist government.
The agrarian 1eform affects not more than
400,000 families and involves only 1,300,000 hec-
tares of arable land. Because of its economic con-

Adition, the Polish peasantry is poor, and rebels

against whatever government oppresses it. The
Polish “colonels” had to use planes against the
peasants when they declared a strike. At that
time, no one, least of all Moscow, accused the
peasants of being “faseists.” ‘The peasant move-
ment was plainly anti-totalitarian and democratic.
It is even more so now, when the economic oppres-
gion is augmented by imperialist and national
oppression. and the 'foreign ocecupation of Poland.

Polish Populism which has nothing in common
with fascism, is a democratic, petty-bourgeois
movement, and resembles the “Russian Essars”
(Social - Revolutionaries). The ' Polish Stalinist
press stigmatizes the Populists as “Essars” (for
purpgses of internal consumption .only, however).
The Russian Bolsheviks, it will be remembered,

made :a.bloec with the left-Essars in order to ab- _

sorb them. i

SOME HISTORICAL LESSONS
The position of the Polish Populists differs

from that of the Russian Essars in 1918-20 .in-

that.the former do not.face a Socialist revolution,
but arg.confronted by an imperialist counter-revo-
lution. For this reason.we, the -Marwists, eught to

give eritical support to the democratic, peasant

movement. against Stalinism. “Critical support”
does not. SIgmfy that we aceept the program of a
petty-bourgeois Poland, a Poland of peasant par-
cels; established for allieternity between the mod-
ern industry of Germany and that of Stalin.

. We support the peasantry in order to breach

the Stalinist obstacle that confronts us, in order °

to be able to form an @anti-Stalinist and Marxist
workers movement, in order to be able to form a
third front against both imperialist blocs, who in
spite of struggling against each other, impede
our march toward world socialism. Supporting the
struggle of, the Populists we widen at the same
time the breach between the imperialisms, 'the
breach that must be filled by us.

Now we must touchjupon the “thorniest” point
of all, the political. position of Mikolajezyk with
regard to Anglo-Saxon,imperialism, Und,ouhtedly,
Mikolajezyk went to Poland under -the pressure
of the United States and Great Britain. But sub-
jected to the direct fire of the Kremlin, Miko-
lajezyk wished to play the role of the intermediary

s L ; : .

between the two blocs, making of Poland a bridge
between both imperialisms. :Stalin ‘does not wish
to permit this bridge, nor Mikolajezyk’s govern:
ment or petty-bourgeois democracy - in Poland.
Stalin cannot permit it, becalise he knows that the
era of the bourgeois revolution in Europe, in' Pos
land is already finished, afi@ therefore he cannot
permit the smallest breach in his political system:

" Mikolajezyk also learned something, seeing
that - the Anglo-American declarations had sa
platonic character and that in a concrete instance
they would afford no salvation from the GPU.
Mikolajezyk is maneuvering as best he can. He
does not issue statements, engage in electoral ab-
stentions, nor encourage peasant strikes that
would bring direet armed Russian intervention
and a general slaughter. With each turn in‘events,
the reality reveals itself as more complicated than

.our slogans and formulas. (“Theory is grey, but

green is the eternal tree of life.”"—Goethe)

Confronted by the two imperialist bloes, con-
fronted by Stalinist totalitarianism and Ameri-
can imperialism, the democratic, populist move-
ment of Poland, Polish “Essarism” is something
very peculiar, something anachronistie, but pro:
gressive, by wirtue of its anti-imperialist and
anti-totalitarian position. This anachronistic,
democratic character of Polish peasantry is due
to the fragmentary nature of the bourgeois revos«
lution which was never completed in Poland in a
Jacobin fashion. Now Stalinist counter-revolution-
ary imperialism strives to annihilate the peas-
antry politically in a barbarous form for its own
reactionary political purposes. -

A MARXIST SOLUTION

Poland, then, is'a meuralgic point in the pres-
ent imperialist system in Europe, where the con-
tradictions take on a more pronounced character.
The Polish proletariat and people suffer the con-
sequences ‘of this contradiction. But as this con-
tradiction hastens historical development toward
a new revolutionary denoument, the Polish pro-
letariat acquires new' expérience; madtures and
takes new positions which its class brothers in an
America which is so rich, so sure of its power, de
not understand.

In the fire of this contradiction the third revo-
lutionary front is being forged in Poland, which
desires to break a path. for its own development,
the third front which fights against both imperial-
ist bloes, both forms of ecomomie, political wund
sacigl reaction, the third front of world socialism,
composed of the revolutionary proletariat,’ the

oppressed nations, and colonial peoples. ¢

Poorer and in .a more miserable condition than
the proletariat, the Polish peasantry also belongs
to this third front and are our companions in:the
struggle, no matter what Comrade Bess says, and
whether Stanislaw Mikolajezyk wishes it or not.

Fellow workers of the United States, accept
these peasants, oppressed by the hateful Stalinist
reaction, without vacillation and fear, becauseiour
common struggle opens the road of the socialist
revolution. In the end we, the Marxists, more
powerful with our Marxist doctrine than with:the
atomic bomb, shall gain the victory over the capi-
talist and -Stalinist imperialisms. Howewver, the
road presents many risks and mortal dangers, and
whoever stands in fear of climbing the peaks and
descending into the abysses which lie along the
narrow path that leads toward world socialismy
separates himself from our difficult road. But we,
conscious of our responsibilities, shall follow our
“break-neck” path until it is transformed into the
broad -and luminous highway of human liberationt
March 31, 1947 Lo

railroads, shipping companies, air-
lines, etc. Today, forty years after
the republic was set up, the native
bourgeoisie, which has ceded all its
class privileges to Ameriecan impe-
rialism, no longer exists as such.
TLanguid since its birth to the life of
the republic, it has finally lost its
natural class physiognomy and in
the process turned into a mere agent
of American inversionist capital.
Placed between the producing
classes which work for wages and
have definite conceptions of their na-
tional and social needs, and the fierce
penetration of imperialism, whose
only mission in Cuba is to extract
raw material at low cost for its big
industry, this parasitic ruling class
has lost hegemony over its economic
interests and consequently its social
and political independence. Syste-
matically” betraying the national in-
terests in its death-struggle to sur-
vive as a ruling class, becoming a
parasite class with no further social
function than that of representing;
as badly paid agents, the basic. in-
terests -of Yankee imperialism,. this

Cuban capitalist .clasg .is naturally -

the  most negative, anti-national and
reactionary ally of imperialism.

PRODUCING MAJORITIES

The intervention of foreign capital
in the Cuban economy has: created
a very broad base of salaried work-
ers. When the :small rural properties
were in most cases liguidated, their
former. owners became proletarians,
socially, and econom:cally speaking.

Nataha Trotsl

(Continued from page 3)
ferent to the erimes that have been
committed nor permit: t:hem to pass
unpunished. ®on o

A new and _supplementa_ry judicial

investigation must be "undertaken
against the Stalinist .assassin now
lodged in..a prison in:Mexico, the
self-styled = “Jacson,” “Monard,”
“Vandendresche” — all three false
aliases. The prisoner must be sub-

jected to a supplementary cross-ex- -

amination in order to clear up the
following points: (1) his real iden-
tity and his past; (2) his role in the
Siqueiros assault and the murder of
Robert Sheldon Harte; (3) what he
did on the trips that he made period-

ically to New York; (4) the identity . ..

of his superiors, inspirers ‘and pay-
masters.

The part)c;patmn of the leaders
of the “Communist” Party of :the
U. S. in the plot against Trotsky, at~
tested to by -Lonis Budenz, provides
sufficient grounds for bringing be-
fore the court Budenz himself to-
gether with  Browder and Stachel
and to place them in the hands of:the
Mexican judicial authorities.

Millions of people are under a mon-
strous delusion: they identify the Oc~
tober Revolution with the bloody to-
talitarian regime which enguifed it,
the regime with its “Apparatus} of
espionage, corruption and slander
with its Comintern, the organizer of
myrders, formally dissolved in 1942
but still continuing its evil activities:
The time has come for those who don-
tinue to grope.in the dark to open
their eyes. The responsibility of ithe
crime committed in Coyoacan and for
other innumerable crimes falls direct
ly and far.more so than on his con-
temptible secret agents—upon Stalin
himself. The interests of the complete
investigation of this exceptional caurt
case demand Stalin’s presence;: he

Another mass of temporary and mi-
gratory workers go lamentably from
a period of work in the sugar indus-
try (three ‘months) to another period
of . work in the tobacco and coffee
plantations. This ‘moving mass .con-
stitutes, from the point. of yiew of
the Cuban revolution, the motor ele-
ment of any social transformation,
while at the same'time théy are the
only ones who can fully carry out the
democratic and national process. It
is these agricultural workers,  to-
gether with the remains of a peas-
antry having no property rights over
the land they farm, who make up
the heavy contmgent of ~agrmultural
wage-earners.

THE WORKING CLASS .

"The ' formation ‘ of * the working
class has been . paralleled by the
liquidation of the -bourgeoisie.and
small properties. American:imperial-
ism, through its own organs, plays
the role.of riling elass in Cuba. But
the dramatic contradietion of..impe-
rialism’s :leading. vole:resides: in-the
fact. that in strangling .the native
hourgeoisie and pauperizing the mid-
dle. classes, .it-has created a.prole-
tarian. mass. which will be its.un-
doing. In, Cuba, the struggle for na-
tional economic: liberation implies
the socialist transformation of. the
means of - produetion,. for. there is
only the working class to lead the na-
tional movement to.its proper.con-
clusion. Only the working class,
through its organizations and with
a clear vision of its destiny, can com-

mus& nppeur before the court as the
author .and arranger: of the crime.
Stalin bears the responsibility before
the. world's public.opinion, before ]bos-
terity.and before history. . .
Coyoacan, Mexico

April 18, 1947
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of Cuba

plete the national and demoecratic
stage of Cuban development. Draw-
ing--along behind it the produeing
majority; it will fransform :deme-
cratic. objectives. into socialist<and
revolutlonery ones in this wary proc-
ess.: 15

A,mencan 1mper1allsm and 1ts na-
tional agents have. lost-political pow-
er-in the present state of things in
Cuba. ~This was due. to a powerful
democratic revolutionary movement
in :which, up-till new, the . werking
class:has played a passive and secon-
dary role. With no clear objective,
without a definite line and with no
concrete plang, the liberal democratic
mavement ‘which- came to-power in
1944 is becoming diluted in the woid
without daring to wage decisive bat-
tles against 1mpenahsm Meanwhile,
the latter goes in for every kind of
intrigue, shufles and PTeshuffles:the
politically dispersed cadres of its na-
tive lackeys, threatens. and coerces;
it brutally raises-the prices of prod-
ucts which are vital te the .popula-
tion’s sustenance; it buys Cuban ex-
port products at wretchedly low
prices, leaving a tragic balance in.
Cuban economy, with the deliberate
intention of making the national-
democratic revolution submit
through hunger.

While the power of the democratic
and 'petty bourgeois revolutionaries
is being drained in secondary bat-
tles,: while -American imperialism is
trying to crush this mcaplent nation-
alist movement, ;what is the Cuban
working .class doing? How.is it or-
ganized? What are its present aims?

‘Who are its leaders? ‘The reader will -

find replies to these questions in the
next article, which will treat of the

Stalinists’ historic betrayal of  the
Cuban people and their role ‘as, the
American advance-post of Soviet bu-
Teaucracy. ' e
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AKRON

‘Wirite to Box 221 for informatlon.

BALTIMORE
Headquartérs: 21 West Preston St
Meetinga of Socialist Youth League
held every Friday at 8 p.m.
' Public .forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.

For details of Workers Party
branch, contact above address.
BUFFALO

HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO
LABOR ACTION, 1601 W. Madison,
3nd floor, Chicago T.
Telephone—CHEsapeake 5788
OmMee hours: 3-6:30 p.m. dally, ex-
cept Bundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day eveninys.

CLEVELAND

The Clevelsnd branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Sunday at
3:00 p.m,

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at 8:00 p.m.

A class in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite headquarters are not yet
eatablished for these meetings.

iDETROIT
Headquarters: 6311 Gratioet, Rooms
8 ‘and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559
Write or phone for information

about the discussion group on “Sta-
1inism.”

LOS ANGELES ,
v . New _headquarters address: LABUOR
ACTION, 3314 So0. Grand, Los An-
_geles 7.

TEL.: Richmond 7-3230 (if no an-
swer, phone AX 2-9067).

Office hours: 2 p.m. daily except
Bunday.

.LOUISVILLE

For other  information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New  International
and Workers Party—Write Robert
Durant, . Box 1181, Loulsvllle. Kx

'NEWARK
- HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 8 p. m.;
dﬂdtu?’dhﬁ'—'_—ﬂ’lé.l'-’u. m.
Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
At Labor -Action Hall, 248 Market St.:
May 9— ‘Nature of the Russian
‘State” by Robert Shaw.
"The ‘Role of Std.]inlst Parties™
by Harry Sachs
“The Nd.tu:mal Question In Eastern
Europe” by Saul Berg
"Revolutionary -Perspectives in
_Western "Burope”
©hina in' the World Wat and
Today™
‘Nature and Structure of the-
Revolutionary Party”
“Labor and Negro Problems in
America Today"

to 5

NEW YORK CITY
CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th 8t
third -floor. Open every day from ll.l

am. to 10:30 p.m.
until 6 p.m.
Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
'ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8;15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, .1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.
'HARLEM' BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headguarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th 8t.), room 1086.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t.,
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:

except Satqr&ay

Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at

the Workera Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.
EROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL

BRANCH Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at_the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN- BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday .at B8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 568 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE : Meets .

at .-the
276

évéry Friday at '8:15 p.m.
Workers Party Headquarters,
Fulton St., second floor.

READING

Tor information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the “Workers Party ad-
dress: P. 0. Box 1671. :

PHILADELPHIA

/HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger- ..

ard Avenue (3rd door).

Workers Party Branch meets Wed*—
nesdays at 8 p.m.

Coming events at Labor Action
Hall, 1139 West Girard Avenue:

Saturday, May 17, 8:30 p.m—Lec-
ture on Hlstury of Jazz, Concert and
. Dance

ST. LOUIS
Write Douglas Bridge, 65617 Corbitt
Avenue, Umverslty Clty 14.

‘SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

‘For ‘information:on the activities

of the Workers Party in the San
Francisco Bdy area write: LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 206,
Oakland 7, Calif. ,

SEATTLE

Write . to P..O. Box 29, University
Post Office, for information.

For ififormation:of -.WUrkefn Party

-addresses and aectivities:in eities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Sguare Long ;Island City 1,
N. Y,

We publish below two letters re-
ceived from a telephone operator in
the Chicago area. The writer, as can
be seen from the letters, is a real
union militant. Though we cannot
attest to the accuracy of all of her
comments, we think her letters an
interesting reaction to the situation

Where You Can Buy
Labor Action and
New ln'l'ernq'l'lonal

. AKRON"

Kallas Cigar Store, 1 W. Market St.

News Exchange, 51 8. Main St.

National News Co., 3323 5. Main S5t.

La Salle Contectionery, 620 3. Man
Bt.

BALTIMORE

. Fayette and Calvert Streets
CLEVELAND

+ Wheatman's Store, 719 Prospect Ave.

‘DETROIT

Carl's Doolkstore,
near Clairmont.

Cas 8 Warren Drugstore,
Wayne. University.

9109 Woodward,

opposite

Family Newsstand, downtown, in
front of Family Theater.
Highland Park Newsstand, 138501

Woodward, near Davison.

LOUISVILLE

Eilers Bookshop, betw. Liberty and
Je.fferson on 3rd.

NEWARK

91 Barkley Street.

168:Belmont Ave.

Northeast corner, Market and Mul-
berry.

‘READING
Southwest corner, Fifth and Penn
sts. LABOR ACTION only.

PHILADELPHIA

LABOR AGTION:
N.E. cor, 11th and Walnut.
N.W. ‘eor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 15th and Market.
8.1, cor. 19th and Market.
Nr. N.E. cor. Broad St and Girard
Ave,
+New International:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
. 'N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
‘N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 16th and Market.
N. E. cor. Broad and Columbla.
Northeast corner of Broad and Erie,

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San. Franglsco: 2

20569 Fillmore St.

Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd
Street.

McDonald's Bookstore, 867 Mission .

Bt
~Paul Elder's Bookstore, 239 Post St.
(NI only).
pcrke,!ey:
"“Wholens, Bancroft and Te]cgrs ph.

SEATTLE :

;102 Washington Street.
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'Sends in Her Obsefvaﬂon

in the union, that is, the various
telephone unions, because they are
written by a militant. The letters
further indicate the kind of stead-
fastness and consciousness among
the telephone operators which is
keeping the strike going despite the
unions’ handicap of limited funds,
confusion, disorganization and inex-
perience,

Since I am an operator in a small
office I feel I may give you a part
of the story here in Chicago and sur-
-rounding office. .Being a long -dis-
tance operator and my husband a
Western Electric man, we are both
on strike, . . .

The rank and file are out for blood.
It is heartwarming to see your fel-
low worker demanding his share,
with zeal and .strength.

Officials do nothing to keep up
spirits of the strikers, make no
known efforts to appeal to local un-
ions to get relief help, or no at-
tempts to stop construction of Bell’s

4,000,000 projects going up . with
AFL labor. Unionism must stand to-
gether, Upon my approach I found
them willing, But where are the of-
fieials? Why must the rank and file
do this when the union officials are
paid to do just that? It seems if
they were serious, the strike would
have an organized plan, no admit-
tance into offices and traffic rooms.
Appeals would have been made to
other local unions for cooperation.
Aid would have been sought from
sympathizers to the funds (of which
there are none). The $2 a month does
not go very far it seems.

Why are strikers stopped by
stewards to prevent scabbing union
members from entering the company
offices to work? No violence, it would
not be necessary.

Upon approaching other union of-
ﬁc,la]s,_ I found they agree to coop-
erate 100 per cent, but they tell me
.no one other than myself has ap-
proached them, such as AFL and
Teamsters Union, CIQ. None of
them have been approached. Yet
they are willing. 4o help and .aid in
any way possible.

As an example, “Homewood,” a
small local suburban office, has 19
operators. The officials fail to see
that they had adequate union head-
quarters for striking; they fail to
see that they haye relief for aid of
operators. Alsg he anion headquar-
ters is six blo from the picketing
no:way of-keep-
ing contact Wwith%other surrounding
offices.

Hope this gives you an idea of

P

Illinois. Don’t worry, the girls are
out strong and. have. good sense, but
do need help and understanding.

The strike of suburban offices is
going 100 .per -cent. The.company’s
usual underhanded rethod of: bring-
ing.in scabs and new union members
to scab is underway.in the iBlue
Island office (a railroad. town),
where unionism has a.meaning. The
feeling is bitter, but the girls’ morale
has gone up. mqtead of down,

It took a 250:1b. girl to.cross the
picket 'line first, Then within one
hour six girls crossed the line.

Naturally the union is weak, not
prepared for this type of strike. If
they would. have .waited and first
prepared the:Plant Men’s Union.and
sold them, our; bill of goodsand made
it a 100 per cent strike, the strike
would. . have broken the company’s
strong arm, The bureaucrats are not
interested in the CIO effer, which
would guarantee winning.of our de-
mands.

Beirne said “We will stay out un-
til we starve,” but.he forgot that
we do not receive the: $1‘Z,BOD a.year
which he earns as an.executive in
the union. . He plans to inerease our
aunion dues after the, strike,

The strike.i$ 17 days old and no
offers either way.. The . company
knows where we stand. 1. say a.100
per. cent strike: no.one to go in and
no one to go out of the offices of
Bell. Demand plant union men to.re-
speet. our picket lines and  also.ask
for . identification .of mamagement.
‘These. things now are not permitted
‘by_union stewards.

By V. l. Lenin:
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Long .Istand City 1,.:N. Y.

Liked ‘April 7
Labor Action

.Dear: Editor:
The April 7 issue of LABOR AC-
TION .is .wonderfully .done — an . ex-

cellent presentation of the.first seven

-years of the: Workers.Party. We have
distributed our available copies to
members of-the Socialist Study and
Action Group of .the University of
.Colorado and the response has been
most favorable. Your paper and the
.material sent us by the Labor Action

.Book Service have helped greatly to

stimulate interest in revolutionary
.somahsm in.our group.

:Qur meetings have been attractmg
-as many as sixty students at a time
.and we expect many more at our
next one. Early in May we are going
to.run a four-day compaign:to ob-
-tain: money, food and  clothing for
.thirty Spanish Republicans—Social-
ists—now living -in France. :

Comradely,
V.H.

Facts on Legend
Of Henry Ford .

‘Editor: .
The death of Henry Ford here last

week spurred the resurrection and
development of the Ford legend. The

Icamtahst press had a hey-day creat-
,ing_a folk-lore around the character

of Ford and making him into .a new
Paul Bunyan or Johnny Appleseed.
The eulogies which were sung to

. his .spirit bear comparison only with
.such rhapsodies as Russian writers
the Detroit -

compose about Stalin:
Free Press characterized him as.the
man who made the world run, and
devoted iis entire editorial page to
a eulogy. The Detroit .News divided
its subject among its departments.
Thus the financial editor wrote about
Ford and firiance, the religious editor
wrote about Ford and religion, while
the sports.editor wrote about Ford
and sports, complete with pictures,

There is no doubt that Ford pro-
vides American capitalism with an
opportunity to sing its own praises.
Developing a machine which had
NOT. been invented by - him .(the
credit is divided between Duryea
and -a -Frenchman), - he perfected a
method of manufacture. Thus, he was
able to begin- with $28,000 (a sum
which today could .never even buy
a small tool shop), and built it into

' the billion-dollat_empire he' left be-

S

‘hind him. Ford came onto the scene
of American capitalism when it was
still developing. He began manufac-
‘turing at-the beginning of the cen-
tury when the frontier had just been
closed and the process' of monopoliza-
-tion was - just beginning. In such a
period, it.was possible with a new
product and a rugged disregard of
‘others, to build $28;000.into a million.

There is no doubting that Ford had
excellent mechanical abilities; the
fact that he was able to be the first
-real manufacturer of cars proves
this. But if Ford were to be a boy
today, or just growing into manhood
today, his mechanical ability would
lead him nowhere. In a series of ar-
ticles begun today in the'-Detroit
News describing his life, the author
states in the second paragraph: “He
didn't ‘cotton to’ any ordinary work
.that fell to his lot; but at anything
he liked to do, he worked with in-
tense. absorption.”

.One can picture what wou‘ld hap-
_Pen.if a young.Ford were being hired
joto .3 Ford plant foday, First, he
-would be .asked where and when he
had worked before. He might not
get ‘hired in spite of telling the em-
,ployment manager that he had done
excellent experimental work in his
cellar , machine shop. As .a matter of
fact,. the ,employment .man . would he
quite skeptical. But, let’s say that he
.got hired. So they would put him
to .work on .one of .the famous Ford
assembly lines. I find it hard to be-
.lieve -that Ford would “cotton to”
this ordinary work—-and hnndreds of
ithousands of  other workers who DO
work on the. assembly jline -find it
hard to “cotton to.” 3 . j

Nevertheless, here ‘is a 'real Ho-
ratio. Alger.story ,which the gapital-
ist press tries.to hand workers: If
you re smart, you can do it, too, is
-the ‘moraf.

Another aspect of the Ford legend
is ‘that Ford was a kind man, who
was really for:the working men, but
who just did not know what went

,on in-his plants. Even the:Michigan

CIO Council -falls for this garbage.
What is pointed out are things like
the .$5 a day -Ford gave years ago,
how 'he .gave full and. complete rec-
ognition to the union. Few old-timers
are fooled by the $5 a day Ford gave.
They know also about the speed-up
that “accompanies thé increase. But
many are fooled about Ford's not
knowing what went on in the plants.
Many - Ford -workers will tell how
“the old man” came through the

._.plant -and _stopped .and . talked do

them, how he made this easy for
them, how he prevented Charley
Sorenson from firing a man, and so
forth. There are literally' thousands
of stories which float around about
what a.benevolent fellow Ford real-
1y was. They even tell how he would
have' recognized the: CIO if he had
known that his men were for it, “it's
just that he didn’t ‘know.”

‘We find this hard -to believe. Ford
hired -Charley Sorenson to run his
empire, and Sorenson developed the
assembly line and the vicious speed-

up system which is known so well -

throughout the industry. Ford hired
Harry Bennett to run his service de-
partment. Aside from snooping
around the plants and generally mak-
‘ing nuisances of themselves, these
finks invaded Ford workers’ homes,
intruded into the personal lives of
Ford workers and later on became
the union-busters that we learned
about. Everybody knew about: this in
+the .city .of .Detroit, .everybody but
Henry Ford, .that is. When Ford's
thugs beat up union men, from 1938
on, it was in . the newspapers, but
-Ford . (it .is to be. presumed) did not
read newspapers and _qmnseqnemly
;did not know what a vicious, anti-
union campaign was- bemg wagcﬂ by

No, we ﬂnd 1t hard to heheve that
Ford did not know that in order to
et a job in a*Ford plant during the
last depression you had to buy a
Ford in advance. This was common
knowledge in Detroit, but Ford did
not know- about it. Ford also did not
know that the only way a Negro
could get a ]Ob in a Ford plant was
by bringing in :a letter from .his
preacher, who preached -.sermois
about what a godly man Henry Ford
was. The whole of Detroit-knew this,
but net Ferd.

Thus -the picture given to us is
that Ford was surrounded by evil
advisers who did not permit him to
see what was what. But a common-
sense estimation of the facts, shows
the facts to be otherwise. It is cer-
tainly true that Ford was the last
of the big “rugged individualists.” A
pacifist at one period, he toyed with
fascistic anti-Semitism at another.
He sold a railroad because he dis-
agreed with a government ruling.
Whatever his differences with the

nor run of capitalists, he was es-
“genti like all other capitalists,
perhaps a little more “individual-
istic,” ‘but nevertheless squeezing

every last drop of blood from -the

«Wworkers. For those. who have doubts .

¢

of this we have only one recom-
mendation: Stand in front of the
gates of River Rouge plant watching
-the hands of Ford workers as the
shifts change. Nowhere do you see
s0 -many, fingers, hands and other
limbs missing,

Bill Miller, Detroit.

Commends Exposure
Of GPU Murderel‘s

Dear Editor:

I am reading the exposure of the
GPU murder machine in LABOR
ACTION with  tremendous interest.
I was the victim of Stalinist intrigue
in my own local union and there-
fore personally inferested in expos-
ing these counter - revolutionists to
my fellow workers,

Although Budenz is the product
of a corrupt murder machine, let’s
hope he becomes useful in exposing
the Stalinist imperialists.

A. A., Duluth.

Wants Revolutionary
Progrum for *Si'udeni's

Déar Editor:

:In -the April 21 issue of LABOR
ACTION, Comrade Fenwick stated
quite. .clearly the econditions .sur-
rounding the GIs. in today’s colleges.
He points- out, .and. correctly so, that
there are many working class boys
in the schools and an over-abundance
of confused, pedantic, servile and im-
potent instructors. These two facts
should lead’ to .the  natural -solution
of this grave' problem. A wealth of
potential socialist material, but not
one iota of social consciousness and
leadership.

" -The kids in the schcmls are lethar-
gic because there is no one to,put
a bomb under their complacent fat
fannies. There is.no .decent leader-
ship. The Stalinists have an organiza-
tion which is misled- and misleading;
but the liberals and middle confused
group have no bellwether to.form
policy or crystallize a position for
them.

nMany liberals come to our schobl
to speak. They attack thegovern-
ment, . specific laws, people and or-
ganizations. All good and proper in-
formation to disseminate to the stu-
dents. The great need. is for men from
organizations like the Workers Party

to bring organization, plans for ac-
.tion.and,;ultimate. goals.. The students ..

-.jMAY 'Il'.' —_— CIT¥ OENTER

have the burning strength of youth
and the indigenous quest for security.
All they need is someone to integrate
this fire and brimstone and.create a
student body' proud of its name,
equal to the staturé of- the revdlu-
tionary European: kids.

J.'S., Brooklyn College.

Correction "

In‘the April ‘14 issue of LABOR
ACTION, page 6, a mistake appears
in John Dillen’s article on the .coal.
industry. The corrected sentence
reads: “The estimated 1946 net profit
is $2,351,409, more than in 1945...."

Charges Withdrawn,

Strikers Freed: - ¢

NEWARK, April ‘23—<Today’s papers
report that charges have:been. with-
drawn in.case of-the arrested phone
workers. who. -were. allegedly: violat-
ors .of Driscoll’s slave-labor utility
law. The phone workers, mostly girls
without previous: union -strike .expe-
rience, -draw .the ebvious conclusion:
if you refuse to be mtumdated. yeu‘ll
win.

The sovereign state of New Jersey,
with Governor Driscoll frantically
leading it, declded to enslave N. J.
workers in a heated tw:;-hour ‘ses-
sion. As the stnkmg workers con-
tinued to defy  this "sovermgn au-
thor;ty," the admlmstratlon decided
to sing another tune The Newark
Evenmg News reports edltonally that
it fears the bill will in-the end be
contested by the company . rather
than by the union. Its purpose,” of
course, is to throw dusft in the un-
ion militant’s eyes, because the fight

1o defeat the infamous leglslatlon ds

just begmmng The point we W1sh
to make here is; that the stnkers have
shown that they have an ldea as to
how to defeat such. blils

Harlem %ranch
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The following story is a first-hand
report from Japan on the prospects
in the elﬁctmns just held. We are
prm.tmg it for the information of our
readers to indicate that the results
of, the elections were already indi-
cate,d in the period leading up to it.
—Ed.

g

~,

I have met both the Socialists and
Stalinists.in town. They, don’t know
anything. The Stalinist leadership is
entirgly émigré .and Moscow-trained.
The rank and file are unlike any
Stalinists I have. ever seen. They are
honest, enthusiastic and devoted fol-
lowers of what they believe s Marx-
ism. They have no inkling of world
history in.the past two decades and
sincerely believe that the Stalinist
Russia of 1947 is the same as.Lenin’s

Russia of 1Q17—only better. The So-

same as Soc:al Democranc youth are
a,ll .over .the world, abysmally igno-
rant but enthusiastic about their mis-
sion. 'I‘hey. are.in no posmcn to, en-
llghten the Stahmsts ) A

.:Here are - some mterestmg facts
ahout the politigal left in ???:
- Socialist Party—6,000 members in
area, 2,000 in city. They have a dingy
one-room headquarters in the down-
-town area of the city. They publish
a newspaper and a.monthly maga-
zine. They have one beat-up- copy of
“Camtal" in their library. They may
.the city in the coming elections.
They .are mostly youth, under 27
-years of age. They have a Soc1ahst
Club a.t the umvers;tty numbermg
about 100 and inc¢luding several pro-
fgggprs_ The party. is, at present, very
active in the election campaign, with
street-corner  speakers in about a
dozen spots in town working twelve
hours a day.

. Communist Party—1,000 members
m,_ the area, 300 in the eity. They are
inore.active than the SP. They are
mostly youth, including many who
.were repatriated from North China
and. indoctrinated by Chinese and

_Russmn Stalinists. Fifty are.at the
) umversﬂy

The main propaganga
weapon s Rev. Hewlett Johnson's
“Soviet Power." translated into Jap-

m"- ‘."‘“"m". ST
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On Parly Line-Up,
Slrenglh in .'lapan

anese. Thelr program is eeremel;y !
opportunistie. MacArthur . . is ..ex~

tremely popular, .so : they,try.to_.be 3
more “democratic”. than him as:much .
as they can. They promise -rige ({0
the . people, .a -promise they cannot
keep under present. circumstances.
Nationally, they have grown from
10,000 ' to 50,000 in the past .year,

-mostly because the opposing parties

are without any.program.

1 believe that the number one de-
mand of  a.revolutionary party .in
Japan should be “Let Japan Trade
With the Rest of the World.” This
is .a life-and-death question for:the
Japanese people; even MacArthur: is
astute enough to realize this. The
existing stockpiles of food and .raw
materials are wused up. In three
months there will be starvation-and
unemployment. ‘A reveolutionary par-
ty-in Japan would gain-a,mass. fol-
lowing if it knew how to apply such
a slogan. Everyone- with a brain in
his-head knows that this is the num-
‘ber one-problem. It is not:a cure-all
measure, but it is.insurance against
starvation. Just to mouthe . the
phrase would -not be enough. The
SP and CP do, it half-heartedly. A
revolutlonary .party would conduct
a mll,liant campalgn for this demand.

It would catch on like wildfire and - ]

receive mass support. .Washington'
would have to give way despite the
greed -of those .capitalist  interests

~which are hoggmg_ J;he iwhole of the

omental market.

-
New Revjsed  Edition: 3
The Role of the Trade- Unmas

Their Economic:Role Under!
. Capitalism
Written by ERNEST ERBER
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Write to:
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APRIL NEW INTERNATIONAL NOW OUT:
‘The Apriliissue of The New International, together with an attractive

.newsstand poster designed by the LABOR ACTION.:Poster .Seryicey:has
_now; been mailed to all agents and branches of, the Workers Party. This

issue features Max Shachtman’s article on-“The. Nature of Russxa" -and

“should prove of wxdespreacl mterest to readers.. New Iﬂtermtwml agﬂnts
_should be sure to let us know if their, bundle . has not arnved s

“CHICAGO WP BRANCH LAUNCHES SALES CAMPAIGN:

Under the guidance of Comrade Sara Brooks, the Chleago branch of
the Workers Party has launched an already very. successful campaign for
public sales of LABOR ACTION. Sara writes us that, “A NEW LABOR
ACTION committee was elected and we will function in a well organized
manner. Shirley Waller will be in charge of covering open meetings, and
I will "concentrate on subscriptions and finances. The branch has been
divided into sales squads of about four or six people. Each comrade is;to
go out twice a month on sales and on sub-getting.

"Shirley and her sales committee sold 105 LABOR ACTIONS at a anlmls’
sponsored meeting and she hopes to sell. many more ot subsequent CIO aqnd.

trade-union rallies.”

The San Francisco branch has been operatmg with a LABOR ACTION
Sales Squad for sometime now; and-Local New York of the Workers Party
has llkm\risc begun -to organize city-wide, systematic sales of -the paper,
We expect to have more good news from the Chicago branch by next. week
on their first successes in selling: LABOR ACTION at public meetmgsm

Here's a hst of new subseriptions and renewals that came in durmp: the
past week. Local New York is still continuing its, efforts for subseriptions.

in. subscriptions 1egularly, week after week.

Morgantown W. Va,, in the heart of the goal mining area, has been. semhng

NEW . YORK
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Philadelphia ...
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to me, for $1.00.
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INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO

4 Conri Squum. Long ilslund clfy A 1M ’(

Please enter my subscrlptlon to LABOR ACTION as foilows 4
' [0 6 month subscription . (26 issues) for 50¢

with pamphlet “Plenty For All,” to be mailed .

(Please print)
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LABOR ACTION

Henry Wallace Peddles His Particular Brand
Of Imperialism at Paris Meeting for Americans .

PARIS, April 24—In the Baroque
gilt-Cupid setting of the Hotel Con-
tinental ballroom, last night Henry
Wallace, speaking before the Paris
chapter of the American Veterans

. Committee and some 800 Americéns

in Paris, gave astounding evidence
of his own particular brand of po-

* litieal ineptitude and of the bank-

"ruptey of American “liberalism”

_ whose spokesman he has become.

The speech was of a piece with all
the other speeches he has made in his
'fiight over Europe as self-appointed
Angel of Peace. With painful earnest-
ness and bumbling confusion, Wallace
touched upon a multitude of prob-
lems — the century of the common
_man, the wheat shortage in France,
how to achieve civil liberties in Rus-

" sia, the current witch hunt-red scare

in Congress, the nature of imperial-
ism, the nature of a world citizen, the
Truman doctrine and others. To each
of these problems, he brought his own
peculiar version of the Midas touch
—every  political problem Henry
touches turns to mud. This, however,
is a species of legerdemain not en-
tirely without its uses for capitalist
peliticians,

- Wallace is for the “Common Man.”
Wallace is for tolerance and against
red witch hunts. Wallace is for civil
liberties, Wallage is for wheat. Wal-
lace is for world citizenship. And
above all, and in what Iowan accents
of anguish, Wallace is for PEACE.
And it is precisely here, -that the
capitalist politician reveals himself,
and the working masses of the world
whose dearest desire is really peace
must in the end, like the little boy of
legend, cry, “But the King is naked.”

* WALLACE AS IMPERIALIST

Henry Wallace is an imperialist,
an American imperialist. This may
be seen even in the dim light of his
halo and may be heard when the
fluttering of his wings die down, for
Wallace admits it openly. At the
Hotel Continental meeting, Wallace
said that for the United States to

WDL PROTESTS
EXECUTION OF
2 ANTI-FASCISTS

NEW YORK CITY (WDL)—Morris
Milgram, national secretary of the
.Workers. Defense League, in’a letter
“16'the ' Spanish’ Ambassador last week
demanded immediate cancellation of
the impending execution of two

_young Spanish anti-fascists.

The two men, Amador Franco and

Antonio Lopez, are to be executed
on April 30 although they are
charged only with resisting arrest by
Falangist police, who later subjected
‘them to horrible tortures.
:In- his letter,. Milgram said that
“#this action of the Spanish govern-
ment provides one more evidence to
American workers of the undemo-
cratic and . fascist character of the
Franco régime.”

want the oil of Saudi Arabia is im-
perialism. But this is justifiable, ac-
cording to Wallace, just as is the de-
sire of Russia to have the Darda-
nelles. Imperialism, yes, says Wal-
lace, but “ruthless imperialism”—
néver! Perish forbid!! And lest the
bemused masses of occupied Ger-
many and Japan, Poland, the French
colonies, India, Arabia, the Pacific
jslands or Latin America puzzle too
long over the difference between
“imperialism” and “ruthless imperi-
alism,” Wallace proceeds to make
the difference clear.

TN ——
Both in his speech in Britain and
the one in Paris, Wallace made ref-
erence to Life magazine’s review of
James Burnham’s new book which
advocates a “tough” foreign policy
in relation to Russia. It seems that
with this review, Life published
some maps indicating that America
must extend its “spheres of influ-
ence” to western Europe, the Near
and Far East, Latin America and
in effect, to practically every coun-
try that Russia hasn’t already nailed
down or torn up. Such a policy,
shrieks Wallace, is “ruthless imperi-
alism.”

Now there’s no doubt that Henry,

an old pig farmer, knows a couple
of swine when he sees them but, in-
curable idealist that he admits him-
self to ‘be, he still remains shocked
at the nature of hoggishness. Wal-
lace “understands” that the U. S.
should have its Saudi Arabian oil
and Russia its Dardanelles, but let's
not be too much of pigs, fellows.
After all, our/fliberal” argues, the

~Uhited States is the biggest, fattest,

most prosperous pig of them all and
can spare a few scraps’'for hungry
Russia. Is Russia stripping Austria
of its industrial assets and food? Of
course that isn’t really nice and it's
sort of tough on the Austrians, but
that can be avoided. All that the
United States has to do is offer a
nice fat loan to Russia, and they’ll
be surprised to find out how reason-
able the latter will be about the re-
parations -problem. Anyway, adds
Henry, we're going to need the Rus-
sian market for our exportable sur-
pluses in a couple of years. Besides,
the more the Russian economy recov-
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ers and the more goods that the Rus-
sian consumer can get, the more civil
liberties will Stalin grant his people.

SOLVING THE PEACE

Thus, Wallace solves the thorny
problem of world peace. Just let the
two imperialist “greats,” Russia and
the United States, draw the lines of
their “spheres of influence” a little
closer to home; let United States
loans go to bolster up the standard
of living of the people of other coun-
tries; let Russia and the United
States, who are just a couple of
good-hearted overgrown boys with
too much energy, stay behind their
own fences; let’s draw up some nice
fair peace treaties establishing some
“status quos” that will satisfy every-
body and his uncle and we’ll all have
peace and live happily ever after in
the century of the common man,

That Wallace, the corn-fed lowa
politician, is actually in earnest in
putting forward this folksy solution
for the problem of world peace, Is
undeniable. He's for it with all his
warm heart and muddle-head. But he
is wrong, terribly wrong, on the one
calculation on which his scheme is
based—on the assumption that the
two rival imperialisms of Russia and

has Russia, though Wallace doesn’t
mention that. What he doesn’t un-
derstand is that both Russia and
America are looking -for a “status
quo,” a temporary living in peace
before an inevitable explosion. Only
the gentlemen who are making the
“peace’” are more serious politicians
than Wallace. They understand the
nature of “power politics,” which for
them is an iron necessity rather than
a couple of nasty words as they are
for Wallace. There will be conces-
sions and compromises on both sides
—but a nasty hard bargain will be
achieved, a bargain for which the
poverty-stricken masses of the world
will have to pay.

WHERE IS HE GOING?

There is no question but that Wal-
lace’s European tour has finished
him for the time being and perhaps
permanently, with the Democratic
Party politics. But whether he has
finished with American politics re-
mains yet to be seén. Questioned by
the LABOR ACTION reporter as to

the possibility of the formation of a

[

bled something about the Democratic
Party being “traditionally the pro-
gressive party,” but finally said that
if the next Democratic Party con-
vention showed itself “too conserva-
tive” (the man’s a glutton for pun-
ishment), a third party might have
to be formed to contest the 1950
elections. ’

It is a sad commentary on the po-
litical immaturity of the American
labor movement, that the formation
of a third capitalist party under the
leadership of such a man as Wallace
should still be a possibility. More

than a possibility—Wallace will be.

unable to form such a party except
on the basis of the support of the
labor movement, which he is all too
likely to get. If U. 8. labor falls into
the trap of a third capitalist party,
unable to solve or begin to solve the
problems of the working people of
the United States and of the world,
instead of proceeding to the forma-
tion of an independent labor party
around an effective program of ac-
tion, the American labor leaders will
be serving the forces of war and re-

HOLD STILL, WILLYA ? AIN‘T
WE PAYING YOUR TUITION ?!/
R .

new political party, Wallace mum-

the United States can live in peace.
Even on his own basically cynical will-
ingness to grant "spheres of Influ-
ence" to the great powers—and what
does that mean but placing masses of
people and the resources that prop-
erly belong to them under the ex-
ploitation of the two biggest imperi-
alist powers and their satellites—a
“status quo™ cannot be established.
Or more exactly, it cannot be estab-
lished except temporarily. Both rival
imperialisms must expand politically
and economically and can only do se
at the expense of the other.

Wallace is of course right when
he says that America’s “get tough”
policy leads toward war., He is a
hundred times right when he says
that America has used her relief
program for Europe politically—as

.

TOMATOES JUMP
TWENTY CENTS

IN ONE YEAR!

While the Truman and Newbury-
port "price cutting plan” were get-
ting more ' and more publicity and
achieving less and less, housewives
in-New York on April 29 found that:

Tomatoes had jumped to 63 and
65 cents a pound, as against.a retail
price of 35 cents at this time a year
age.

Carrots had gone up two and three
cents a bunch in a few days, with
other fruits and vegetables follow-
ing suit.
~ . 7/

action better than they know.

"Boomerang” Better Than Run-of-the-Mill Thrillers

Hollywood Tries Something Different

By SUSAN GREEN

Twentieth- Century’s “Boomerang” is miles
above the run-of-the-mill thriller. It is based on a
real-life unsolved murder in a Connecticut town—
the shots were all taken in that town—and is an
unvarnished and alarming picture of how near an
innocent man can come to being hanged, even if
he is not politically “undesirable.” The film story
develops as the personal struggle of the States’s
Attorney to protect an innocent man against the
multiple external pressures to procure a convie-
tion. In the real-life case the State’s Attorney
was_Cummings who“later became Attorney Gen-
eral of the United:States. The part is played by
Dana Andrews, of {*Laura” fame, with quiet con-
viction. { X

The wheels of justice are meshed with the
wheels of - politics; ‘graft and personal involve-
ments when a popular and well-loved priest in the
community is mysteriously shot on a street corner
and the police arg completely baffled. Immediately
the opposition politicians put on the steam. The
city government being of the referm variety, its

opponents are mostly the substantial citizens who

own the press;and:other means of propaganda.
The camera turng;on people listening to their
radios, complaining-of the inefficiency of the-po-
lice; on women sheuting to each other over wash
lines. Such sequenges give the feeling of a whole
town out for revenge—with the slimy- politicians
pouring oil on the.fire. r

The police commissioner has tried to resist the
public pressure.-There were no clues. What was
there ‘to go by? Several townspeople claimed to
have seen the murderer running away, stated he

they could identify the man. That was all. How-
ever, the political stakes were great. The reform
government would surely lose the next election if
the murder was not solved.

AN UNUSUAL DEVICE

The manhunt of the police, bringing into head-
quarters droves of “criminals” in dark overcoats
and light hats, is shown as cruel and terroristic.
Neither does the film pretty-up the “persuasive”
methods of the police to get a “confession” out of
the young man finally apprehended because he left
town on the day of the murder and furthermore
carried a gun, whom the good townspeople willing-

1y “identified” as THE man. It is also commend-

able that at this time when war veterans are
supposed to be especially well taken care of by
the government, Twentieth Century did not tam-
per with the fact that the innocent man accused
of the murder was an unhappy, harassed, malad-
justed war veteran, looking around for a more
satisfying job than waiting in a coffee pot.

The excitement of the film derives from its un-
expected developments. The audience is as electri-
fied as the court when the State’s Attorney, in-
stead of proceeding with the prosecution, asks for
a nolle prosequi, a discontinuance of the case. Be-

tween the.adjournment of courtsthat:day and. its.

reconvening the next, the State’s Attorney is
again subjected to pressures, threats and the lure
of political reward. The suspense here is real and
not merely a leg-puller because the man does not
know himself what he will do. Up to the time the
court reconvenes the struggle in him seems un-
resolved.

When he starts speaking, one senses that his
tone has changed. The audience thinks he may be

capitulating, and so does the accused. But slowly
the tactic evolves. The State’s Attorney does not
ask for a nolle prosequi again, but merely to
clarify certain confused points in the State'’s evi-
dence. And bit by bit he explodes the evidence,
working up to the climax—and a dismissal of the
case.

FLAW IN LOGIC

- There is one flaw in logic, The film is based
on a real unsolved murder. Yet the audience is
given the murderer on a silver platter. The priest
had advised a mentally sick parishioner that he
must be confined to an institution. This was strict-
ly between the priest and the parishioner who
conceived the idea that with the priest out of the
way nobody else could bother him. But if ‘this was
just between the priest and the parishioner, how
could anybody else, including Twentieth Century’s
writer, have known about it? Presenting the mur-
derer “in person” was a shoddy device for assur-
ing the audience’s sympathy for the State’s At-
torney. Also, Hollywood has to show, no matter
how crudely and unconvincingly, that crime
doesn’t pay. And so this otherwise good film ends
with an accident in which the real murderer—
about whom we have no business to know—is

killed.If the law doesn’t get the murderer, then

divine justice does. -
Consgpicuous for their absence from “Boomer-
ang” are the glamorous femmes, the cheap love

angle, the manufactured thrills that audiences
are supposed to erave. Without these over-worked
standbys of Hollywoeod, “Boomerang” is satisfy-
ing entertainment and shows to what advantage
the tinsel and artificiality can be dispensed with.

Sy

wore a dark overcbat and a light hat, were sure

~T Y

Power Politics Dominates UN Palestine Debate - -

(Continued from page 1)

half million homeless and displaced
Jews, most of whom are now living
on charity in demoralizing atmos-
phere of displaced persons camps.
Another cause is the continued de-
cline of the power of the British Em-
pire because of the. encroachments of
its Russian and American rivals.
For the past two years the problem
of Palestine has been acute, but the
British have been delaying. These
tactics are designed to create hope-

. lessness and despair among the dis-

placed 'Persons of Europe so they
will not wish to go to Palestine, Eng-
land hopes by further delay to de-
stroy the desire and the possibility
of emigration to Palestine.

TACTICS OF DELAY

The delaying tactics have already
had two resulis. Poland has closed
its borders against any exodus of
Jews. The United States has refused
the admission of any more inmates to
its displaced persons camps. -The
countries under Russian domination
are expected to do the same soon.
England is hoping that the coming
depression in the United States will
dry up the funds that finance the im-
migration to Palestine.

British politicians are building on
vain hopes. The need of the displaced
persons will not lessen since no other
place of immigration exists and it
can only increase their desperation.
Post-war capitalism has been unable
to stabilize itself and reduce anti-
Semitism,

British imperialist leaders last week
in the House of Lords declared that
they will not accept any decision of
the UN they do not agree with.
Whateéver Britain does, it will not
wet out of Palestine. The strategic

. importance of Palestine and the need

to maintain a strong position in the
struggle for control of the Near East
force Britain to remain there in one
way or another.

The British are now playing a pro-
Arab League game to woo the reac-
tionary governments of Egypt, etc,
over to their side in order te main-
tain their grip on the entire Near
East,

Russia too is playing the same pro-
Arab game. It too wants the oil of
Iran and the Near East. It too bases
its game of power politics on win-
ning over the Arab governments. The

_xesult is that it orders its stooges in

Eastern Europe to prohibit emigra-
tion. The Communist Party of Pales-
tine is against Jewish immigration
and supports the . anti-Jewish, boy-
cott. The Daily Worker of New York
hastens to support the Egyptian pro-
posals for stopping immigration. The
well informed 8. Itzchaki cables
from Jerusalem that Molotov pro-
posed a deal to the U.S. and England
on the question of ‘Palestine and the
Balkans in which Russia would give
England a free hand in Arabia and
the Near East in return for a free
hand in the Balkans. The needs of
the displaced persons, the rights of

‘Jews and Arabs in Palestine and the

Near East mean as little to the Rus-
sian imperialists as they do to the
empire builders of England and the
Near East.

U. S. DOUBLE GAME

The United *States, with its ex-
panding interests in the Near East,
is playing a double “game. Bartley
Crum, in his book, The Silken Cur-
tain, has shown that for each pro-
Jewish statement made, a pro-Arab
document was issued at the same
time. The U. S. attempts to satisfy
the Arabs because of its desire for
oil and influence in the Near East.
At the same time’the politicians want
the Jewish votes and are afraid of
strong demands to open the doors to
the U. S. In addition, they want to
reduce the expense of supporting the

.DPs in the American occupation zones

of Europe. As a result, the U. S. will
probably attempt some kind of com-
promise, -

The leaders of the Jewish Agency,

'in their demands to the UN, base

themselves not on the elementary
democratic right of free immigration,
but on the false “historical,” i.e., bib-
lical, right and on' the imperialist
basis that England and the League
of -Nations promised them a national
home in Palestine. As if England and
the League of3Nations ever had the
right to dispose of someone else’s
country! )

The leaders of the Zionist parties,
by demanding a iJewish state, are
adopting a policy that takes into con-
sideration the existence of only one
people in Palestine, namely the Jews.

" There is no attempt to coordinate the

interests of both nations inhabiting

Palestine. : ;
All- the Zionist leaders—including

the Irgunists—welcomed the fact of

submission of the problem to the
UN, and support the creation of an
investigating commission. The mod-
erate Zionists expect a compromise
in the form of increased immigration
and/or partition of Palestine into two
states—the Jewish area comprising
about 60 per cent of the present Pal-
estine. In this they hope to get the
support of the U. S. and possibly con-
vince England that this would be
the first step toward realizing the
Colonial Office dream of a “Greater
Syria” under King Abdullah, since
the Palestine state would have to
unite with Transjordania.

The Irgunists hope that they can
play off Russia against England and
the U. S. and convince one of the two
(they don’t care which) that a Jew-
ish state is a more efficient tool for
the control of the Near East.

The Arabs too base their démands
on the interests of only one nation
in Palestine—the Arabs. Thus their
demand for prohibition of immigra-
tion and immediate independence for
an Arab state.

That neither the UN nor England
will ever grant them independence
does not enter their considerations.
The Arab League considers “diplo-

Italy Stalinists Try
Deputy Who Opposed
Support of Church

Several weeks ago, LABOR AC-
TION reported how the Communist
Party of Italy, under the direction of
its boss, Palmior Togliatti, voted to
recognize the Catholic Church as the
state church of the couniry, to be
thereafter supported by government
funds. A few days ago we received
the following comment from a close
observer of Italian events: Y

“During the discussion on Article
7 'of the new constitution, an incident
occurred among the Communist Par-
ty representatives. Togliatti had or-
_dered them to vote for the inclusion
of the Lateran Pact in the constitu-
tion. All the CP representatives voted
in favor, except Professor Concetto
Marchesi of the University of Pado-
va, who left the hall in sign of pro;
test, His case is now under examina-
‘tion by the Inquiry Committee of the
Communist Party of Italy.”; 2
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matic maneuvers” as the only meth-
od of operation. However, Palestinian
independence will not be accom-
plished that way. The only way it
will be achieved is by struggle
against the imperialist overlords.
Such a struggle can succeed only if
it rallies the entire population and
above all its most decisive segments,
the urban working class. In Pales-
tine, this means that the Arabs must
unite with the Jews to conduct a real
fight. To do this they must raise slo-
gans that will guarantee the rights
of the other nations in a bi-national
country.

The greatest need of the Jews is
to save their brethren from the mis-
ery of the DP camps, i.e., free immi-
gration.

Solomon Israeli, correspondent of
the Jewish. Forward and editor of
the Bulletin of the Council for Jew-
ish-Arab cooperation, reports that to-
day, in contrast to 1929-38, there ex-
ists a great feeling of cordiality be-
tween Jews and Arabs. It expressed
itself most dramatically in the joint

Arab-Jewish strike of government
employees and in the joint strike of
oil workers, but it is also present in
day-to-day relations between Jews
and Arabs .

We warn both Jews and Arabs that
whatever may result from the UN
will be based on power politics and
not on the interests of eithers Jews
or Arabs. It will be tainted by the
smell of oil.

It is on the basis of concretely
proved facts that Jews and Arabs
can work together that we urge the
uniting of Jews and Arabs in the
struggle against British imperialism.
What is needed in Palestine is a rev-
olutionary' party that can rally the
iwo nations in a struggle for 'a free
and independent Palestine, based
upon a democratic constituent assermi-

-bly. A party that can give the slogan

of a constituent assembly the con-
crete economic and political content
that will satisfy both Jews and Arabs
and make this slogan a real rallying
point of struggle.
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