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By IRVING HOWE

The greatest famine of mod-
ern times is killing millions in
Europe and Asia. It is a famine
—as we shall show later in this
article—which is the result of
.the fantastically criminal and
stupid policies of the nations
which triumphed in the Second
World War. It is a famine
which reveals the nature of
capitalist society in its most
terrible and gruesome aspects.

In Germany, levels of food
consumption have declined in
some cities, such as Hamburg,

to 800 calories a day. In Dues-
seldorf, people have been living for
the past week on a food level of 650
calories a day—roughly the equiva-
lent of three slices of bread.

In England, a sensation has been
caused by a statement of Dr. Frank-
lin Bicknell, a nutrition expert, that
Britain is “slowly starving” Yet

Britain, where the present food levels

vary from 1,600 to 2,000, has a higher
level than Germany and most coun-
tries of eastern Europe!

Poland last week announced an-
other reduction in food. In Rumania

.there is outrighf famine.

And the situation is' getting worse
—not better. b

“BEARABLE LIMIT REACHED!"

So terrible has the starvation be-
come that the workers of Hamblilrg
(once the site of a highly militant and
socialist working class) organized on
May 9 a. monster demonstration of
120,000 workers demanding bread.
The desperation of these starving
workers—whose food levels are only
slightly above those of the victims
of the Nazi concentration camp at
Belsen who were deliberately starved
—was expressed in the statement of
Adolf Kummernuss, chairman of the

Westmghouse
Local Votes
Militant Line

PHILADELPHIA, May 12—At a
meeting of the Westinghouse UE
Local 107, held on May 6, the fol-
lowing resolution was:- unanimously
adopted after a great deal of discus-
sion from the floor. The resolution
reads as follows:

RESOLUTION ON THE
ANTI-LABOR OFFENSIVE

.Whereas, labor today is facing a
dangerous threat to the rights which
it secured for itself in the course of
over 100 years of self-sacrificing po-
litical and economic struggle, and

Whereas, the destruction of these
rights is being urged by various legis-
lators in Washington, in the form of
bills supported and sponsored by sec-
tions of both parties, and |

Whereas, the only weapon labor
has today to meet this reactionary
offensive, in the absence of a political
party of its own, is its 'h'enundous
economic strength,

Therefore be it Resolved, that UE
Local 107 go on record and press for
the adoption of the following two
point program, the aim of which is to
defeat the proposed legislation and
enter upon an offensive of our own,
and that it urge this program on all
sections of the labor movemenit by

fighting for its adoption in the coun- -

cils to which it is affiliated and by
expressing its wishes fo the UE and
ClO General Executive Boards. The
two-point program js :

1. A united 24-hour labor holiday
to be called simultaneously by
all unions.

"2. On the same day a "March on
Washington" of thousands and
tens of thousands of delegates
and members from every local
union in the nation, where they
will protest to Congress and the
President against this legislation

and offer laber's own program-

for the nation which is designed
te extend democratic rights,
prevent a depression and guar-
antee a better life for all
Before this resolution was pre-

sented there had been reports and

discussion of the “accomplishments”
of the recent State Convention held
in Harrisburg. All the delegates re-
ported that nothing was being done
to beat back the. anti-labor drive.
Immediately following that there

“was a report by the presldent of the

UE District Council in which he pre-
dicted mass unemployment in the
near future and a continuation of
the reactionary offensive. The reso-
lution was therefore seized upon by
the membets at the meeting as the
gort of answer they were looking for.

They are determined to do all in
their power to carry out that two-
point program, but they need the

help of every progressive union and

‘class- conscious worker. They want
this resolution_ to reach every corner
of the country. N el

Famine Spreads,
Starvation Diet
Dooms Millions!

‘Hamburg Federation of Trade Union~

ists, who said at the meeting:

“We want to tell the world that a
man with 800 calories cannot live—
we want to give sincere warning
fhat ‘the Dbearable limit has 'been
reached.” A

Another, unnamed, speaker is
quoted by the New York Times -as
saying that “We are on a starvation
diet, and if 70,000,000 Germans die,
then others: will follow. There will
be general despair that will not con-
fine itself to any boundaries. Our
problem is the world’s problem,”

Not only is the food level in the
major German cities abysmally low.
Even the several hundred calories a
day which the workers receive are
not sufficiently balanced in food
types; there are not enough fats and
meats. That4s why in the great Ham-
burg demonstration, some workers
carried signs reading: "Food, not
Calories!” /

LIFE IN GERMANY

It is impossible for a man to carry
on heavy labor on a diet of even
twice as much as the German 'work-
ers have recently been receiving. Of-
ficially, the Allied zones are sup-
posed to be providing 1,500 calories
worth of food a day; but that is uni-
versally recognized as a myth. Ac-
tually, a working man requires a
minimum of 3,000 calories a day. So

‘we see that the workers of the Ruhr

are receiving less than one-third of
the minimum required. No wonder
many faint over their machines.

No wonder that the wotkers of the
Bloehm. and Voss shipyards in Ham-
burg have staged a.sit-down strike.
Better to starve while resting than
while vainly trymg to work on emp-
ty stomachs.

Embarrassed by the disclosure of
these : horrible conditions in their
German zones, British and U. S. offi-
cials have issued coniradictory state-
ments canceling each other oui. On
one hand they announce that condi-
tions are not as bad as depicted in
the German press and claimed by the
demonstrating workers of Hamburg.
On the other hand, they say the rea-
son for the bad conditions—denied
in previoms statements!'—is that the
German “government” is inefficient
and unable to get the food which
German farmcrs are hoarding.

J'The latter argument is a scandal- -

ous piece of fakery: Everyone knows
(Continued on page 8)
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FIVE CENTS

Cadillac Square Demonstrators Are
“pisciplined’”’ by General Motors

By BEN HALL

DETROIT, May 11—A tiny ring of
wilful dictators, disposing of millions
of dollars, is utilizing its control over
jobs and food to coerce men who op-

pose their dictatorship to abandon

political activity on behalf of the
people. This use of hunger and un-
employment as political weapons oc-
curs not in Berlin, not in Moscow, but
in the heart of “democratic” United
States, in Detroit.

On Thursday, April 24, at 2:00 p.m.,
over half a million workers left their
jobs. Two hundred thousand of them
marched in a body to the center of
town for a political meeting. Who
were these people? They represented
virtually the entire working popula-
tion of the city. They were the men
and women who create the automo-
biles, the trucks, the trailers, tires,
steel and steel products, electrical
products, building equipment...all
the commodities and manufactures of
modern industrial life.

They were the producers. And
these producers decided to utilize the
rights supposedly guaranteed them
under the Congtitution of the United
States to assemble peaceably and
make plain ther desires to what they
considered their own government. It
was the PEOPLE attempting to in-
fluence “their own” representatives

in Washingmn These people were de-
manding that the proposed ant-union

laws. pending in Congress be aban-

doned; they were attempting to in-
fluence the course of legislation that
would vitally affect their entire so-
cial status and have repercussions on
their families.

These are the same PEOPLE who
vote on Election Day. But they knew
that they could not afford to wait
until next: Election Day to express
their demands. They concluded ,that
they would express their sentiments
not on little slips of paper dropped
into” slits in wooden boxes but on
big placards carried in thousands of
hands, in slogans shouted by tens of
thousands of voices. And they were
willing to lose half a day’s ‘work and
half a day’s wages to do so. This was
their "spemal" Election Day and
they ;ook it far more seriously than

the day in November when they have
the ‘tincertain privilege of casting .

their ballots for one or another rep-
resentative. of the boss class.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

The whole WORKING population
demonstrated its will but not . the
whole - population, A little group of

economic parasites remained in their.

offices; among them were the direc-
fors of one of the giants among eco-

nomic giants, tied to the powerful du
Pont dynasty, holding many impor-
tant levers of the life of the nation
in its- hands, the General Motors
Corporation. And this little bapnd of
people, totally divorced from-and op-
posed to the vast majority of the
population, decided to express ITS
political desires in an entirely -dif-
ferent way. In a move deliberately
caleulated to disorganize and de-
moralize the unions and make future
demonstrations of this kind 1mpcs-
sible, the General Motors' Corpora-
tion, responsible to no one, invoked
the following disciplinary action af-

fecting close to five ‘hundred of its,

workers:

At Forge Local 262: Of the 2,300
members of the union, 401 were laid
off for two days. The president of
the local and the chairman of the
bargaining commitiee were laid off
for 30 days. )

At Detroit Transmission Local 735:
Five local officials and former Offi-
cials were discharged, including the
local president. All six day shift
committeemen were laid off for from
30 to 60 days. On the afternoon of
the demonstration the whole- after-

nioon -shift of ‘500 to” 600 men was’

locked out for half a day.-

At Chevrolet Gear Local 235: One_

man’ was fired.

At Fleetwood Local 15: The local
president and other local officials
were discharged. Others were laid
off.

At Cadillac Loecal 22: The local
president and most of the members
of the plant bargaining committee
were discharged. Many others were
laid off for varying periods.

POLITICAL ACT

The GM bosses pretend to act un-
der the authority given to them under
the recently signed contract with the
union. The work stoppage, they con-
tend, was in violation of this con-
tract. But not a single intelligent per-
son will take this thin pretext seri-
ously. The stoppage was not against
GM as such; it was not a result of a
dispute over working conditions in
the plants; it did not aim at extract-
ing a single concession from GM/it-
self. The stoppage was for the exclu-
sive purpose of putting pressure on
the government. This has nothing to
do with the contraet; it is entirely
outside of its jurisdiction.

The violent reaction by the GM
management against the workers
who . demonstrated against the ac-
tions .of the government proves that
a direct and intimate tie links the
government in Washington with the

(Continued on page 2)

By EMANUEL GARRETT

What’s in
The Bills®

Below we present the principal
features of both the Hartley
(House) and Taft (Senate) anti-
labor bills. These bills are going
to conference. By examining the
proposals’. of the separate bills,
we can foresee the nature of the
joint bill:

® Both bills - outlaw the
CLOSED SHOP.

® The House bill outlaws the
UNION SHOP if the employer
objects; the Senate bill permits
it if-a majority of the employes
approve. ;

®: The House blli outlaws IN-
DUSTRY-WIDE BARGAINING,
~eXcept within.aradius of 50 mlles_
and where the ‘employers hire less
than 100 workers; under the Sen-
ate bill employers may refuse to
engage in industry-wide bargain-
ing.

® Both bills allow the govern-
ment to  seek INJUNCTIONS.
where “public safety or ‘health”
are involved: -

® The House defines and out-
laws various ‘“unfair” UNION-
ACTIVITIES; - the Senate bill
does the same.

® The House bill makes unions
liable to employer INJUNC-
TIONS, damage suits and prose- '
cution for such “unlawful con-
certed activities” as jurisdiction-
al, sympathy and sit-down strikes,
mass picketing, ete.; the Senaté
bill makes unions liable to em-
ployer injunctions for violation of
contract, jurisdictional strikes
and secondary boycotts.

® The Senate bill outlaws cer-
tification of a SINGLE BAR-
GAINING AGENT for profes-
sional and non-professional work-
ers unless a majority of the pro-
fessional workers approve. The
‘House overlooked this one. g

® Both bills ban unions .of
SUPERVISORY EMPLOYES,
that is, foremen.

@ Both bills forbid the CHECK-
OFF without written permission
from each employee.

® The House bill abolishes the
NLRB, and sets up some kind of
conciliation service; the Senate
bill enlarges NLRB by three
membeérs and entrusts conciliation
to a new Federal Conclllatmn
Service.

Truman wants only some of the
above provisions for the present. !

.

Before this issue of LABOR ACTION is off the pross the
- Senate will have passed the Taft anti-labor bills. With the House
having already passed the Hartley bill, the two versions of the
Congress' scheme to strangle the effectiveness of the union move-
ment will go to conference. It is expected that the House and
Senate conferees will rapidly agree on a common bill, which will
then go to President Truman for signature.

The official leadership of the labor unions is putting its irusf
in a Truman veto. The ClO is conducting a petition campaign
which asks for a veto. The AFL is spending some million and a half
dollars in a publicity campaign designed o mobilize public senti-
ment against the anti-labor bills. In addition, the CIO is bringing

to Washington several hundred
union men every day whose
job it is to collar Congressmen
and voice labor's displeasure.

We say that these actions of
the CIO and AFL, whatever
their independent merit, are insuffi-
cient. The situation demands action
on a far higher level of milltancy ‘and
organization. It calls for the: mobillza-
tion of the working class in sueh a
way as will make it possible for the
millions of otrganized workers to
demonstrate ' their power _in - CDM-
MANDING Congress {o cease its anh-
labor activities.

As such a ‘mobilization of 1abors

effective strength we have proposed

A MARCH ON WASHINGTQN
BACKED THROUGHOUT .THE NA-
TION BY A 24-HOUR GENERAL
PROTEST STRIKE! '

“The Murrays . and Gre‘ens of the
labor .movement are today pleadmg,
cajoling, begding. But the labor' move-

ORDERING! .
NO numncn ON. Tzwm:w

ment_should _be THRE&'}‘ENING,.L-.

The New York Times, -a§ sensitive

an observer of capitalist interests as
any paper in the country, is unfor-
tunately able in this situation to in-
form its readers that the labor move-
ment is on the defensive. We must
recognize the truth of its report. The
labor movement IS on the defensive.
And that is why the representatives
of industrialists and their puppets in_
Congress feel emboldened to push
their own offensive, to seize upon
what they view as labor's dormancy
to destroy labor's hard-won gains.
Only' by reversing the relation. by
responding with an offensive of our
own can the situation be turned “to
our, real and permanent advantage.
Ak we have already said, the heads'

. of the CIQ and AFL are relying on

Ttuman to veto the hill. And it ap-
pears likely at the moment that he
will veto the bill. Both Republicans
and Democrats are jockeying for po-
sition in 1948. The Republicans ex-

pect to campaign on their anti-labor

record. The Democrats expect to
campaign on their opposition to the
Republican bills.

But for labor to leave it at that is
the - sheerest insanity. It is playing,
as the leaders of the union movement
have been for years, the game of the
capitalist tweedledees and tweedle-~
dums in politics. In the end labor:
‘will face the need of struggling to

REGAIN rights previously won in

difficult battles.

Suppose Truman does veto the
bill. Suppose the veto is not over-
ridden in Congress. Does that save
the situation for us? Not by any
means!

That in certain labor circles, the
rarefied circles of the upper bureau-
cracy, this possibility is viewed as vic-

(Continued on page 2)

Traces UAW Bad Pay Settlement to Political Weakness

Bq WALTER JASCN
DETROIT; 'May 12— Nearly six

months ago the Chrysler department

~

of the UAW-CIO opened negotiations .

for a cost-of-living bonus with the

. Chrysler Corporation.

Last week, the UAW-CIO member-

ship in Chrysler ratified a contract,
setiling for the wage pattern set by
UE and Steel. It included 1134 cents
hourly wage increase, plus six paid
holidays and minor classification
changes.

In various lécal union meetings,
hot debates over the meaning of the
contract, especially the six paid holi-
days, took place. Nothing was said
of the six months' struggle for a cost-

_of-living bonus. It had been quietly

dropped into the waste paper basket.

No prowsmn fcr retraactlve_ wage in-
! creases ‘was included‘ 2 :

FAS 4 1

The ‘old contract, containing the
notorious company-security clauses,
was renewed. There was no debate
on this subject.

NO STRIKE SENTIMENT

Some rank and filers advocated re-
jecting the contract. The so-called
left wing criticized it. (Last year
they hailed it as the best in the his-
tory of Chrysler. Last year they were
in office and sold the contract to the
membership over the vehement pro-
tests of most shop stewards and com-
mitteemen.)

But no one proposed going on
sirike to try to get a better contract!
For the UAW-CIO was in a dilem-
ma on this and other contracts, and
evaryoné knew it, but very few peo-

ple were -willing: to face’ the LSSUES__
"'sq,uamly. S AR B g

In a word, the whole conclusion of
the wage negotiations resulted from
the conservative policies pursued by
the CIO leadership, and these policies
have reached a blind alley.

After Steel, and UE, settled for a
“pattern,” no one expected the UAW-
CIO to be able to obtain anythmg
more, with or without a strike strug-
gle.

This is what the ranks in the shops
understood, and that is why there
was no strike sentiment.

The inflationary- cost of living has’

wiped out all savings, and the work-
ers live from week to week. This fact
was hardly an inducement for strike
action.

As if to confirm the judgment that

a strike, now in Chrysler. would be

imprudent, theasands of - Chrysler

workers are laid off for ten days, os-
tensibly over a steel shortage, which
many people doubt. P

Chrysler Corporatwp, time and
again in negotiations, challenged the
union leadership to call a strike. This
provocative attitude was assumed be-

. cause Chrysler knew, as well as the

UAW-CIO, that steel, through Phil
Murray, was going to decide every-
thing, and that autonomy for the
UAW-CIO
was more of a fiction than a fact.
Chrysler also knew the condition of
the worker's pocketbook, and thus
squeezed as many ‘advantages as pos-

_sible without pressing for a make-or-

‘break showdown with the UAW-CIO.

The corporation also referred to
Congress and its probable actions on
labor . legislation, Chrysler knew that

in ‘Washington it was their govern- ..

in this policy question . .

ment that was m power, not a labor
government. =

.. What conclusions should We drawn
from this? One of them is that the
limitations of economic struggles, of
trade unionism, must be understood!
The UAW-CIO can’t, through con-
tract negotiations, solve the pressing
problems the workers feel.

The instinctive turn of the workers -

to their union to solve problems re-
veals a splendid class spirit, but it
must be developed properly if the
“labor movement is to advance,

Far foo many unionists “blame the
union” for the contract obtained. The
primary responsibility is Chrysler’s:
As long as Wall Street owns and
runs Chrysler the factories will be
run for iis beneﬁt and not-for the
men who sweat inslde them

The fatal weakness of the UAW-
CIO is not in its trade union policies.
It is- miles ahead of the rest of the
labor movement in its militant tradi-
tion, spirit and determination. But
the-limitations of the “old ways” are
demonstrated in the current contract
negotiations.

The fatal weakness is the political
program, the tying of the UAW-CIO
to company unionism in pelitics. The
failure of the leadership to drive for-
ward by building a real weapon for

labor in the political field, a labor -

party.

The UAW-CIO is not marking time
in politics. It is marching backward,
as each day to the 1948 elections
comes closer, and the CIQ leadership
will offer a choice of Strike-breaker
Truman versus Dewey or some other
capitalist politician,
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(Continued from page 1)
GM corporation in Detroit. That tie
is easy to detect. The government
protects GM from its workers; it

L
S A

helped whittle down the demands of
the GM strikers in 1945-46; it re-
turted millichs of dollars in tax re-
bates to the company; in sum, it acts

' Compiled by JACK RANGER

‘social and political position.

general. -

trust laws.”

ment.

A DICTIONARY
FOR WORKERS

Class, a social group in society distinguished by its relation to property,
its type of social-income, its function in economic production, its

Class collaboration; the theory that capital and labor should cooperate,
as expressed in the U. S. Chamber of Commerce slogan, “If you
work for business, you are in business. What is good for business ‘is
good for you.” The top trade union leadership in the United States, .

- from William Green and Dan Tobin to Philip Murray and John L.
Lewis, believe in the theory of class collaboration. ]

Class struggle, the conflict between wvarious classes; in modern times,
the conflict between capital and labor; also, the theory that the
interests of the worker and the employer are antagonistic to each
other except -on minor matters, and that cooperation is impossible
because one class benefits only at the expense of the other class in

Clayton Act, an act of the U. S..Congress adopted 'in ‘1914 which. states
that “nothing contained 'in the anti-trust laws shall be construed to
forbid the existence and eperation of labor, agricultural or horti-
cultural ‘organizations, instituted for the purposes of mutual help,
and not having capital stock or conducted for profit, or to forbid or
restrain individual’ members of such organizations from lawfully
carrying out the legitimate objects thereof, fior shall such organ-
izations, or the members: thereof, be held or constsued to be illegal
combinations or conspiracies in restrain of trade, under the anti-

Closed shop, an organized union shop where it is customary: for the
employer to hire new ‘workers through the union, and where all
workers must be members of the union to continue their employ-

Collective bargaining, a ‘method of reaching agreement concerning
wages and working conditions between'a group of :workerxs and their
employer. Generally consists of the following steps: Unionh .recogni-
tion, which signifies the willingness of the employer to retfognize )
that the union representatives have the right to speak ‘for the union
members; negotiations between employer #nd union ‘representatives
over working conditions; and a written agreement which states the
conditions agreed upon. In modern times, it is impossible for each
worker to bargain indi\_fiduallly with his real_employer; ‘he only sees
the foreman or superintendent, who have no authority to grant de-
mands for better conditions. Even in small shops, where the worker
«can still talk to his employer face fo face, the ihdividual worker has
little bargaining power; where he is united with dtl'lller workers, he
has bargaining power. In much the same way that nations deal with
one another through ambassadors, tnions and corporations deal with

T
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one another through union business agents and persohn’_él directors.

- Commune, the government set up by the workers of Paris following
the uprising of March 18, 1871, during the Franco-Prussian war. The
Commune was crushed 72 days later by the combined military force '
of the Prussian and French armies. The Frengh bourgeoisie. showed
during the course. of that war that they preferred the victory of the
German arrﬁy to the victory of the French working class. Seventy
years later 'that policy was repgatéd.
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“A Hebrew Nation
A Socialist Solution”

(A Free, Democratic and Independent I’uleﬂine]_
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as the directing executive cominittee
for the capitalist. class, of which the
GM Dbosses are a part. In return, the
GM management protects ITS gov-
erntient from the attacks of the
workers: : 2t :

/But how are‘the GM bosses to sup-
port - their » govérnment? They are
few in number; they arera tiny mi-
nority. But they are powerful for

one and only one reason: they own °

and control the i’_nachines that pro-
‘duce the goods of lifej«they own the
means of production, without swhich
it:is impossible for. the workers. to
earn their livelihood. Withithe bil-
lions of -profits that it milks from

~ workers and machines, the capitalist

class is enabled fo buy and sell po-
litical parties, to make or break poli-
ticians; to rule or ruin newspapers;
to dictate the policies of universities,
schools, movies, radio. )
And when even this is not enough,
the workers begin to see
through the fog of deceit, these arro-
gant kings and dictators say: “Aban-
don your political action. Cease your
demonstrations. If not, we will starve
your families, destroy your homes,

Two Day

cast you into destitution by taking
away your -means of life which we
own, -your job.” = .

The disciplinary measures of the
GM . company represent .a.. political
att. We must learn this -lesson well.
The workers, too; must begin - to car-
ry on-an all-sided economic-political
struggle. Our. uniofis must create and
defend our own political party, an in-
dependent labor party. Our party must.
defend the struggles of our unions
and all our mass organizations. We
must have our own workers’ govern-
ment which will destroy; once and for
all: the: power ofsa ‘handful of ty-
rants to dictate to. us economically
and. politically. To:do that we must:
Expropriate the Sixty Families. Take
the ownership and control of indus-
try out of the hands of the capitalist
class and put it into the hands of the
workers.

A meeting of the presidents of all
Detroit UAW locals .will be held on
Monday night to hear a full report
from the top policy committee on ne-
gotiations with GM on this case, In
‘our next-issue, we will report on
these developments,

swi

Answers Dictator

In the first mass strike of Spanish
workers to receive world-wide pub-
licity since the start of the Franco
régime, -approximately 30,000 work-
ers stayed home in Bilbao on May 6
and 7. -

The. strike - was. held .in protest
against a ‘government order to fire all
those workers who had stayed home
on May 1, the international socialist
koliday.

Bilbao; Spain’s second most impor-
tant industrial center; is in the
heart of the Basque coyntry near
the French border. Most of the
strike leaders, from what can be
learned from the: seanty: reports in
the 'daily press, and from 'what is
known of the political history of the
Basque, probably came from the
ranks of the Basque nationalist op-
position. o )

Reéports as- to the result. of the
strike, at thé time of this writing,

are contradictory. While some re-
ports-have indicated a complete vie-
tory -of the workers* demands for re-
instatement. without prejudice for
the May Day strikers, other reports
claim . that all: strikers, including
those -.of May 6 and 7, have been re-
hired only under the condition that
they lose all seniority. rights.

~«In ‘either ctse, however, the very
fuct that the -Franca. government has
not dared to invoke: its customary po-
‘lice-terror against all the strikers is
a major- victory for:Spanish workers.
Reports indicate that the 2,000 work-
ers. who had originally been arrested
in connection ‘with. the strike have
‘Been released..Complete solidarity of
all workers ' has: agdin- proven itself
stronger than the most brutal of to-
talitarian police regimes.

Next week, LABOR ACTION will
‘carry & more-un_i}gplete. report.:and
analysis of these:events.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

WATCH THIS SMALL SHADOW

Fifty-six million ‘persons were gainfully employed
in March, 1947. That was even higher than th¢ war-
time peak of 54.6 million in July, 1943. The profits of
Big Business are enormous. Wages, to be sure, are lag-
ging far behind prices, yet the capitalists aren’t par-
ticularly worried. After all, there is still a sizable for-

eign market, is there net; which accumulated dollar -

credits during the war and which .is still anxious for
American. goopds. If the lower-paid strata in this coun-
try are priced out of the market, well, it is too bad, but
the goods ean be sold in Latin America, South Africa
and Europe. Then, the Truman policy of offering big
foreign loans assures a big market abroad for some
years to come. Indeed, the sun of capitalism shines
brightly across the land. " . . s
vz Yet, if one looks.steadily at the horizon, an unmis-
tokable :shadow can be seen.. It is the shadow:.of unem-
ployment; and it is .advancing. Current unemployment
is around 2.4 million-—up 90,000 from January. to Febru-
ary alone. Headlines like the following are beginning 'to
appear in the financial papers: INDUSTRIAL LAYOFFS
REPORTED IN WINSTON-SALEM AREA — OREGON
WOOLEN :MILLS .CURTAIL OPERATIONS AS DEMAND
EOR GOODS DROPS. In Winston-Salem a . small hosiery
firm has laid off half its total working force, another
large hosiery firm is open part time, a candy maker-has
cut 20 workers from a force of 135, and a tobacco firm
has most of its force on part time. In Portland, Ore.,
several mills have reduced operations and discontinued
night shifts. A number. of Los Angeles factories had re-
cently cut back from six to five days. Some Pennsylvania
textile mills are following a "one week on, one week off"
policy of employment, and in Schuylkill County there are
about 18,500 idle. The New York Central Railroad re-
cently laid off 7,000 men. In Chicago there .arée -#ruck
drivers, watchmen, musicians; bartenders;- suléspeople
and bookkeepers looking for. work. In New:York: City
there are about 250,000 drawing unemployment :compen-
sation—Macy's has laid off 600, and layoffs in the gar-
ment district run into the thousands.

The would-be Napoleohs of business who were éo-'

ing to lick the system by getting rieh are already drop-
ping by the wayside. On one business block on Chicago’s
South Side, three of ten stores are vacant, while the
drug store on the corner has changed hands twice be-
cause of distress. Out in Portland, the Oiegon Con-
struction & Sales .Co.;; which ‘was building “low-cost”

homes for veterans, was recently forced into bank-.

ruptey. In New York, State the Veterans -Administra-
tion reports defaults on 106 of about 5,000 loans it has
guaranteed under the GI: bill. A Los Angeles credit
manager says that the rate of small business failures
there is “appalling”—in the first two months this year,
there were 45 business failures with-claims of $1.5
million, compared with 12 failures in the same period
last year, with less than half a million in claims. Among
the failures this year are eight small manufacturers,
four restaurants, two shoe stores, two upholstery shops
and a jewelry store, a hardware :establishment, .a men’s
store, a wemen’s store, an electrical appliance shop,
.gift shop, grocery store, furniture store, ete. Cocktail

_ bars and liquor stores all across the nation are up for

sale.
The cigar business, which some economists in the
‘Department of Agriculture consider a -barometer .of

~business conditions, is off more than ten per cent since

the first of the year.

By JACK RANGER

Technological . developments that make for future
unemployment ‘are coming -along fast—a whole new
drmy of machines is advancing upon the:employed.
There is a machine that pops medicine chest drug items
into cartons twice as fast as formerly. There’s a ma-
chine that coughs up a complete wall for a pre-fab
house in eight minutes ... . machinery which permits

oone lahor shift to do the work of two in making giant

oil derriecks , . . electronic restaurant equipment to
cook a steak in 60 seconds .. . an electronic press for
the furniture industry by which a single workman can
turn out 16,000 square feet of “core stock” a day where-
as under the old method, three men could turn out only
about 2,500 square feet a day . . . the increasing use of
the fork-lift truck and pallet to cut loading and un-
loading time in freighthouses and warehouses by 40-
80 per cent . .. a packaging and weighing machine in
the California Packing raisin plant which does the
work of five women . . . a spraying machine in the
same company’s orchards which replaces six men . . .
a new machine for mechanically setting timbers in
mines. Operated by two men, it does a job formerly re-
quiring eight. Ete., ete.

Yes, jobs are still plentiful, But the shadow of un-
employment is in sight. It is not going to’ disappear.
It is-going to grow. It is going to be with us . until
(a) we reorganize the economy on a socialist basis,
or (b) the First Atom War destroys the unemployed
and the jobs and the factories. Paste that in your hat.
NOTES ON THE ECONOMY :

South African Iron & Steel Industrial .Corporation
has placed an order for a $25 million steel plant in this
country—a-slabbing mill, and continuous hot and cold
strip mill. Steel meucticm in South Africa currently

. is-around 500,000  tons, about 400,000 tons short of

n_eeds.‘ In the next five years, industrialists in that na-
tion plan to spend about. $60 millions to expand steel
production and ore and coal mining operations. South.
African ore is 'said to be among the richest in the
world. Apparently, South Africa is one nation which.is
going to make the turn toward industrialization, thanks
largely to its gold produection, which considerably ex-
ceeds the value of imports from the U. 8. That nation
is not pressed for dollars as are England and Canada.
American manufacturers of railroad equipment expect
to' get .orders for over $100,000,000 of locomotives,
freight and passenger cars in the next few years from
South Africa. American manufacturers of cottons, ray-
ons, plasties, and automobilés’ and trucks, got a real
toehold in the: Southg African market during the war
and they intend to keep and expand that market, . . .-

Jack :Straus, president of Macy's store, is the  guy
who. recently came out for lower prices. Macy's reports
higher -profits, and the absence of normal markdewns.
The:company reported net équal to $2.60 & share for fhe
six.months ended February 1, 1947, conipared with $1.68
for .the like period last year. For the 12 months, Macy's
net equaled $5.94 a share, more than twice the $2.53 for
the former year. We see what Straus does, we do not
hear what he says. ...

A small group of Cuban cotton textile manufactur-
ers are seeking to-rear a tariff wall behind which they
can exploit their home market at the expense of Ameri-
can exporters. Should the Cuban businessmen succeed,
U. 8. cotton interests are prepared to jump the tariff
wall and build their own mills in Cuba. Cuba has al-

... ways been one.of the best-textile ‘markets for U, S,

mills, until the recent war.

Stop-Work Protest ‘Againsf Anti—l.abof Drive - -

(Continued from page 1)
tory, is merely proof that we are
fighting on the enemy’s terms and in
the enemy's territory.

“MILD” AND BITTER )

Every newspaper, every commen-
tator, every ‘columnist who has pre-
dieted the Truman veto, has equally
written that Truman would sign a
“milder” bill. Truman months ago
called "for restrictions on the. labor
movemernt. Discussing -Truman’s  pro-
posals at the time,; we said that labor
must fight them tgoth and nail, for
their “mildness” is in itself an inva-
sion of union rights, and conceals
the wviciousness of more stringent
megsures to come.:

If the pesition of the labor move-
ment is weak today, it would have
been infinitely weiker if the Truman
suggestions had passed as recom-
mended.

We have here a difference of opin-
ion and -ambition between capifalist
politicians, not a -dispute .between
representatives of capital and -laber.
Missouti’s: gift to -liberalism is. net
one whit. meore goneerned. with pre-
serving and extending the.xights and
victories of the labor movement than
is Taft or Hariley. .

At stake, for them, is- the mnext
presidential eléction. Involved is:a
difference in’imethod as to how best
chain labor. If you doubt.this; con-
sult any newspaper and read there
how cynically and. frankly::the:sup-
potters of both sides relate the pres-
ent situation to the coming presiden-
tial election.

There is ‘more to it than that, of
course. There is ardifference of opin-
ion a& te how labor: can be hog:tied;
will the knife stick .deeper if behind
it there is a smile or a scowl? And
it is not necessarily a difference of
opihion: between Democrais and Re-
publicans. Many Democrats (the Mc-
Kellars, for example) vote with Taft;
many ‘Republicahs (the .Iveses, for
example) oppose Taft. .

A LESSON. IN, POLITICS

Here we have an jinstructive lesson
in the valué of trusting to “friends of
labor.” A few short days ago Ives,

Dewey’s man, won.for himself a lit-

tle pro-labor publicity by defeating

, Taft on a proposition that would have

incorporated a ban on industry-wide
bargaining- into thé Taft bill. That

. done, and a big fuss made about the -
- “rebels!! in_the. Republican Party, it

now , seems. as though Ives will vote
for .the amended Tait bill

So far as the head of Ives' ticket,
Dewey, is concerned, he has main-

tained a “discreet” silence. His ob- .

jeet is . to. get wvotes, ~and : thus  he
watches the direction in which the
wind blows—signs an anti-labor bill
in_New York, lets his man oppose a
“particular -anti-labor measture:in the.
Senate, and generally keeps himself
in-a position to ride whatever seems
most likely to satisfy his ambitions
at the Republican nominating con-
vention. :

We could pursue this scheme fur-
ther. If your sense of humor is ghoul-
ish enough, there was a laugh for

. you in the recrimination thaf enter-

tained the press between the various
Republican big-wigs, all of them en=>
gaged in ftrying tb pass anti-labor
bills. Taft said Hartley was too ex-
treme .and didn't represent the Re-
publican Party. But the National
Committee of the Republican Party
issued a statement approving the
Hartley bill. Then Ball and Taft tan-
gled, Ball accusing Tadft of being an
extremist, Ball’s proposidls, naturally,
are little better than Taft's. What,
then, is the difference? Just-as Ives
is Dewey’s man, so Ball is Stassen’s
rhan. Perhaps he is.peeved that, hav-
ing jumped the gun on anti-labor
bills, the play is now being taken
from. him.

WHICH WAY TO GO?

So much for the Republican Party.
The Democratic Party is no whit dif-
ferent. Its strategists have concluded
that its best opportunities lie in pre-
tending to safeguard the labot move-
ment while maintaining “friendship”
with the Isbor movement. This strat-
egy 'is especially simple, because it

fits in with the mentality of Murray,

Green, Reuther and others.

That these men not so long ago,
just a few months ago, called Tru-
man. a_sirike-breaker, seems to be
forgotten, That it was Truman, not
Taft, who . reintroduced GOVERN-
MENT BY INJUNCTION, 'is forgot-
ten. . He remains, you see, labor’s
friend. And we will send him our

_neatly bundled package of petitions,

and. we will meéet with him in pri-
vate and everything will be taken
care of. In return he will veto one
bill and sneak a “milder” one through
and try to slap an injunction on la-

- bor when he thinks he can get away

with it, -

We repeat: that way lies defeat.
The top union officials will not offer
another way. They are sunk deep in
the mire of capitalist politics; they
are. ardent believers in the rotting -

system of: “free enterprise.” The push

for another way will have to come
from the ranks. s

- Bixteen million organized workers the industrial

plane even if we wanted to. We can-
not have the ear of Congress as can
magnate,

instead on ourselves by moving to-
day _toward the -organization of a

and we LABOR PARTY.

o

- :I_‘L.?

%

are a power that need fear nothing.
Behind- those sixteen million are the
millions -of unorganized workers, and
the millions of professionals, poor
farmers and such-who -can be rallied
to join in struggie with the labor
movement for a cause that. gives
promise of benefitting the people as
a whole. : ) .

With all the anti-labor fury in
Congress, the Congressmeén Kknow
that they can go so far, and no fur-
ther, in trying to smash the union
movement. They cannot break unions
outright. Even the labor bureaucracy
would be impelled to resort to more
militant forms of action in that even-
tuality.

It is rather their aim fo under-
mine the power of the unions so
that they can proceed at a later time
to bolder attacks. Limit the power of
the unions today—write the Wagner
Act, passed as the result of decades
of labor struggle, off the books—cir-
cumscribe . the right to strike—and
use-all these measures to crack down
more sharply on labor tomorrow. The
scheme has already paid off in part.
It has paid off in 11% cent or 15
cent wage increases when labor
needed and could have gotten almost
twice as much. e

FEAR LABOR'S MIGHT

These are ruthless men. They feed
on weakness and signs of weédkness.
By the same token, they tremble be-
fote might. They are organized and
well financed. We cannot meet their

multi-million-dollar lobbying on their

should NOT want to. This Congress
is not ours; it is theirs,

What they need to see is not sev-
eral hundreds of CIO men scurrying
around the corridors of Congress,
but téens of thousands.:INVADING
Congress. What they need, for all its
general value, is:not a radio program
featuring  prominent . entertainers.
The feature item on. our bill must
be our: numbers and our willingness
to employ those numbers in imilitant,
offensive action in our behalf.

A comprehensive, basic program re-
duires that we take the road of po-
litical action, that we cease our re-
liance on our “friends,” that we rely

Immediately, however, we have the
problem of the anti-labor legislation,
a problem which does NOT end sith
the. Taft and Hartley. bills. To meet
this problem we must serve..notice
that we. are not . defeated, will not
permit ourselves to be defeated, and
intend in  fact to advance . toward
new wvictories. Therefore, we propose
that union men raise.everywhere. on
their union floors the .demand for
a MARCH ON ‘WASHINGTON
BACKED BY A 24-HOUR GENERAL
PROTEST STRIKE,

Make the Congressmen and their
masters  tremble before labor's
aroused wrath!
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The ‘sub-continent of India, now
peopled by 410 millions of inhabi-
tants, is facing what is unquestion-
ably the greatest danger in its long
history—the danger of a political
and social disintegration that could
lead to an unparalleled fratrical
warfare and -eventual chaos, For
‘reasons we shall examine, the situa-
tion in the country has encouraged
the most disruptive, centrifugal and
deunifying forces that already exist
within this nation.to ceme to the
surface with a completely unexpect-
ed, force.

. Moslein ageinst Hindu; Puius!an
againct Hindusfan—lndluns in Brlllsh
India against Indians in ‘Native India:
Rajistan against both Pakistan und
Hlndmfun—rehgious and hlgh-cdsh
Hindus - against outcaste, ''untouch-
able™" Hindus—Congress I'ur!-y against
Mosle"e League — Tribal areas of
Northern India dgainst the interim,
.centrc! Gavernmeni — workers and
‘peasants against capitalists and land-
lords. These are but. the mumr inter-
‘nal conflicts tending *o tear apart the
counh-y. and responslhle for at least
'25,000 deaths in the past six months.
India appears on the edge of an un-
precedented communal 'civil war/
.with community pnﬂed against com-
munity.

Above this conﬂlct, and basmally
responsible for it, stands the su-
preme conflict of Indian against the
two-century old invader, the foreign
British occupant and exploiter, with
his tens of thousands of troops. The
fact that Britain, through its elab-
orate system -of economic spoliage
and exploitation of the land and its
wealth, has brought its people to low

" levels of poverty familiar to all is

the basic fact in creating conditions
that are favorable to disunity and
-discord between various communi-
ties. - Poverty and competition for
.division of the little that there is
provides the main forces behind the
Hindu and Moslem troubles. Starv-
-ing peasants, hungry workers, keen
‘job competitors;  ambitious politi-
cians and professional fanaties find
a frultful source of operation.

DI\'IS!ON OF INDIA

The British government has ah-
nounced its intention to withdraw its
officials and forces from India by
June of 1948. Nothing has yet been
‘said regardmg the basic_problem of
Britain’s economic holdings, invest-
ments, ete., in India, but the Viceroy
will shortly announce the actual
plan by which Britain intends: to
withdraw. The reactionary British
officialdom; ‘bloated with easy-lwmg
and high salaries, is, of course, op-
posed to withdrawal (The N. Y,
-Herald ' Tribune quotes an elderly
army colonel who remarked, “Actu-
ally, T am delighted to see all these
riotings and killings. This will show
the. world. that we British' are still

needed in India.”) : it

However, due.to Britain's: pramm-
-ous - world position, there Iis.  little
.doubt as to their desire to conclude
.an-agreement with the Indian capital-
‘ist and ruling class and .make a satis-
.faec¥ory.i withdrawal  from.. the. colun-
try, retaihing economic. and.commer-
_clal -ies. The British-appear fo be ap-
pmcching ‘increasingly a position of

- Geceépting the principle of division. of -

India. They lean most heavily. toward
fdvoring the Congress Party of Gan-
dhi, Nehru ef al. If necessary, they
.fight furn over the country fo them,
“inithe form -of transferring.power to
.Nehru's -present:- interim government,
+as proposed by Patel;. organizational
boss of the Congress. But they would
prefer not to do this.

The major political parties in In-
“dia today are just as responsible for
-the ‘curyrent tendency toward falling
apart. The Moslem League, plavmg
upon the fears and justified suspi-
cions of the Moslem people, have
built their movement up to amazing
proportions, apparently fanatically
inspired. The League has not hesi-
tated before the most violent tactics
of mass murder and pillage of- ﬂlndu
populations. The League’s demand
for an outright Moslem-majority
state( Pakistan) has not been com-
promlsed on the contrary, the de-
mand is more adamant, as the flow
of blood testifies.

Jinnah has worked overhme |o
make it clear he will stop at. nothing
to create a Moslem state, and that
fhe interim government of Nehru and
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India Faces. Grave
Internal Upﬁeavdl

therCungress must not be given pow-
er. At the same time, by insisting that
the Iurge Hindu and Sikh populations
within 'his propoesed Pakistan (in the
provinces of Bengal and Punjab) can-
not have the ﬂghf of self-determina-
tion .(the same rlghf he demands for
#he Moslems!), but must be part of
his country, he displays the hypocriti-
cal character of his whole .movement.
Jinnah does not want self—defarminn-
tion for the Moslems so much as he
wants a powerful state for the Mos-
lem. ruling class; an. area powerful
‘enough-to eventually dominate all of
India.. Jinndh, . for. example, . demands
the. city of Calgutta, although it is
75 per cent a Hindu city.

The Congress Party, established
in its interim government and hav-
ing its fake.Constituent Assembly,
has neither power nor prestige. Its
leadership . itself is divided as to
what to do—aeccept Jinnah’s de-
mands; compromise with Jinnah by
insisting only that the Hindu and
Sikh parts.of Bengal and the Punjab
provinces ghall be left out of Pakis-
tan; or hold tight to the original re-
fusal to divide India? No poliey has
been announced yet, although the
tendency is undoubtedly toward aec-
ceptance of division in principle,
and making a deal with the Moslem
League. The Congress, together with
the Moslem League, refuses to raise
the demand of giving the minority
‘communities and peoples the right
to vote; to practlce self-determina-
tion.

Another disintegrating. foree in
India is provided by the reactionary,
semi-feudal’ Native Princes — the
Rajahs and Gaekwars. Fearful of
loging their autoeratic rule over mil-

Jlions of people in various parts of

the' land, they are now uniting
among themselves to demand crea-
tion of still another part of India
“Rajistan.” This would have even
less of a social economic justifica-
tion than the Moslem “Pakistan.”
The Sikhs, who exclusively inhabit
part of Punjab, are likewise de-
manding separation; not to mention
other races, tribes and groups.

UNITY ESSENTIAL

What can conceivably come out of
such a situation? Clearly, even
though the present contending par-
ties and minorities may make a tem-
porary arrangement—at the insist-
ence of the British—they could con-
struet only an India that would fly
apart at the first provocation. These
parties and groups are built not up-
on _unifying prineiples, but upon

.class lines of economic and politieal

domination; and desire to. expand
their pule. Their India would never
hold together, but would lead to frat-
riecidal war and communal strife on
an unprecedented scale. Hindu vs.
Moslem; Sikh vs. both; caste vs.
caste.

The position.of the Indian Trot-
skyist movement. is, quite correctly,
that only the working class of the
country, basing itself upon the help
and support of the peasant masses
to whom it will give land and eco-
nomic relief, can save the situation

(Continued on page 6)

PARIS, May 5—The Parisian indus-
trial suburb of Boulogne-Billian-
court, where the giant nationalized
Renault automobile works. are. lo-

-cated, is the scene of the most: lmpcr-

‘tant strike. that has occurred: in
France since-the -liberation. With
dramatic spontaneity 32,000 workers
downed tools in defiance.of their un-
jon leaders and the government, de-
termined not to return to work until
they had been granted an increase of
10 franes an hour.

For months the Renault workers.
have seen their purchasing power
shrivel under the 1mpact of inflation
and _a continuous rise in the cost of
living; the Stalinist controlled CGT
(General Confederation of Labor)
had forced the workers to accept the
government wage-freeze policy and
to expect salvation in a like price
reduction campaign. The real sense
of the betrayal of the workers’ inter-
ests by the Socialist and Communist
parties, both loyal participants in
the government, can he measured by

. the following official statistics::

In 1938 44,7 per cent.of the nation-
al income went_to the wage earners
while 27.4 per cent was received by
the capitalists, -in 1946 the wage-
earners received :41.2 per. cent
‘against 39.4 per cent for the coupoh
clippers, and in 1947, 38.5 per cent
for the workers and 441 per cent for
the. capitalists. Producfinn in._most
basi¢c industries now eqnuls. and in
some cases, is superior to production
figures for 1938, Hitherto the Stalin-
" fsts -have been able $o hold the work-

ers in check. I:luring the past year less |

strikes took place in France than in
any - of the western European coun-
" }ries despite the growing exaspera-
tion of the French working class, but
today the .Stalinist; bubble._of ,  infalli-
bility has been burst asunder by the
Renault workers..

The history. of the stnke is a ‘mod-
el lesson on the role of Stalinism ‘in
the labor movement. At Renault
Stalinism has revealed its true face
as. the bitter enemy of independent
labor action, its perfidy has. been
_cleaily - revealed to thousands. of
workers. . who' have  hitherto_ been
“aiong -its most loyal followers.

1

""ﬁlﬂ"

iy

I

al

I
|

.,

|
i
|
|
|
]
|
|

mmmm

MAY 19, 1947

A Paper in the interests of Labor

Page

3

By HENRY JUDD

HE outstandmg fact about
Tthe current political and
social crisis in France is that it
mgmﬁes the begmmng'af a new
stage in that sorely-distressed
country’s history. For the first
time since the defeat of France
and the origin of the Resist-
ance ‘movement,: the French
Commumst Party (Stahmsts)

‘are not in the government, de-
spite ‘their w1sh By a series of ma-

the Stalinigt

neuvers and twists,
leaders have been ousted from the
government and replaced by right-
wing socialists, supporters of Léon

Blum; and still more conservative

members of the Ca.thollc Popular Re-*

public Party (MRP). This is the net
result of two weeks of intense par-
liamentary and governmental schem-
ing—a moderate, center French cab-
inet of Blum socialists and Catholie
hourgcms )

Was it accldental that, “after the
completion . of _the ousting of the
Stalinists = from  the - government
(there.is now. a .cabinet. of twelve
Socialists, six MRP supporters, five

Pittsburgh Courier;

and James T. Farrell novelist.
Text of the statement follows:

benefits.

Workers Party Cabies Pro'l'esi' m Arresi'
of Madras Union Leuders by Gove_rnmen'l'

MAY ?—Mr. Asuf All. Ambuuudor ‘lrom Indlu to the I.Fpli'ed States and
delegule to the -United MNations, Yoday received the. following protest
against, the arnsi- in Madras India of C.:S..S. Antony Pillai, president
of the . Mudrus Labor Union and member of the General Council of the
All-india Trade Union Congress, together with othér laber leaders.

This protest was signed by George -S. Schuyler, editor of the
Philip Rahv, editor of Partisan Review; Dwight
Macdonald, editor of Politics; Farvell Dobbs, editor of The Militant;
Emanuel Garrett, editor of LABOR ACTION; E. R. Frank, editor of
Fourth Intemaho:rml Max Shachtman, ed:tor of New International;

“The undersigned have been mfm med of the followmg f&\cts
“C. §. S. Antony Pillai, president of, the Muadras Labor Union, und
'member of the General Council. of the All-India Trade Union Congress,
together ‘with Colvin ‘R. De Silva, Mattiah, -and. other.members. of the
Bolshevik Leninist Party of India.were arrested and imprisoned on .April
16. These men have been persecuted for leading and supporting a. strike
by 14,500 warkers of-the Buckingham and Carnatic Textile'Mill in Madras.
The union demanded that the workers be provided with decent housing,
- a cost-of-living bonus to meet inflated prices, nnd ‘dther necessary

 “These just demands were met with violence and ten'or Antony
Pillaj was arrested under the Public Safety Bill, a notorious anti-labor
weapon, recently passcd by the Madras leg:slature L

"In reply to this arrest of ﬂlelr leader, 100,000 wo'tlwrs sfruck ina

.24-Ilour protest on March 31. Wh‘en.,on April. 8, a ‘demonstration; of
women and children atfempted to petition the Madras premier for the
relgase of Anfony Pillgi, they were heavily tear-gassed,.clubbed and
whlpped by the police. Meanwhile the textile strike continues.

“We, the undersigned, have consistently supported: the fight of the
Indian people for freedom from all imperialist oppresswn We have
no less consistently defended the rights of workers in all countries to
organize and strike to better their conditicns. We believe that. no
country can be.free if unrestricted exercise of therse elémentary demo-
cratie rights are denied to labor organizations, of if ‘their léaders are
persecuted for their political beliefs, For these reasons, we urge the
immediate release of the arrested trade union leaders and members of
the Bolsheyik Leninist Party of India and further ask that you trans-
mit this request at once to your government.

i

. skyist - hoodlum

Last February the workers of
shops .6 and 18 presented demands
for an-increase of 10 franes an hour,
on February 27 these demands were
presented to the management of the
plant, The workers weré told that
the .director was then away on a
voyage , to Morocco. Toward mid-
March; once again the workers’ rep-
resentatives attempted to see the
management, they werée given a po-
lite brushoff. Finally toward the end
af  March.: the . director .informed
them of his categorical refusal to
meet their demands; a few days
later the workers of these two-shops
held a mass meeting and discussed
the eventuality of a strike.

Exasperation grew apace  until
April 25th when shops 6 and 18 fin-
ally went on strike; news of the
strike action spread quickly through-
out the vast plant, workers eagerly
awaited word from their CGT union
leaders to down tools. The Stalinist
union leaders became concerned and
on the same day that the two shops
had struck, organized .a mass meet-
ing: in the city square. Plaisance,
Stalinist: union .leader . at  Rengult,
harangued the workers and told
them not to,join the strike,. He la-
belled the, strikers as. fascist-Trot-
elements, hoping
thereby to isolate the strikers—he
was answered with 1nd1gnant booing
from the workers.

In the ensuing 24 hours the strike
gained momentum as shop after
shop downed tools. Once again the
Stalinist union bureaucrats attempt-
ed to head off the strike movement
by calling a mass meeting for that
evening. Plaisance arrived surround-
ed by a heavy bédyguard to protect
his strike-breaking self from the
fury.of the workers; when he tried
to speak he was drowned out by the
hissing and hoomg of the workers
and was finally forced to beat a
hasty-retreat, |

On Tuesday, Henaff, Stalmlst gen-
eralissimo_of the CGT in the Paris
region and member of the Central
Committee. of the Communist Party,

informed the workers at_a mass’

meetmg of the results. of so-called

negotmt:ons t‘nai he and CGT offi- -

Parlsmn Lubor Takes fhe Leud m Flghi- for ngher Wuges

strike of Renavlit V

cials held with the management.
The strikers retorted that they no
longer recognized these strike-break-
ers as their bargaining representa-
tives and that only. the strike com-
mittee was. competent to discuss
their demands.

By Wednesday.the strike was gen-
eral. The giant automotive works
was shut down tighter than a drum,
the workers oceupied their shops,
using them as meeting places and as
headquarters for shop strike com-
mittees. One hour after the strike
had become 100 per cent effective,
the CGT Metal Workers Federation
issued an official strike call. The
Stalinists were scared stiff and a
quick face-saving aet was impera-
tive. 4

On Friday -Henaff assembled a
band of 400 .Communist Party slug-
gers and attempted to hold.a mass
meeting. near Renault. A delegation
of 3,000 strikers.escorted the.strike
gommittee to the meeting. Coste, sec-
retary-general of the Metal Workers
Federation. and . Communist. deputy

-representing the Renault workers. in

the Chamber of Deputies, denounced
the rank .and. ﬁlc strike comlmttec
and nnplored the  workers.. to - have
confidence in the CGT hureaucrats.
He was greeted with hostile cries
and boos from the workers. This was
too much for the Stalinist union
leaders. Henaff directed his CP go-
rillas to beat up - the recalcitrant
strikers, numerous worker militants
.were attacked and beaten. Most of
the strikers, together with the strike
committee, left. the meeting in pro-
test and marched through the plant
shcutmg their slogans and demands.

STAI.INIST GANGSTERISM ]
Henaff and his plug-uglies settled
down to serious work—systematical-

ly they went from shop to shop “su-’

pervising? the elections of strike
‘commmittees. Where workers were
found protesting against these bru-
tal and totalitarian methods, they
were mercilessly beaten up and
thrown. out of the shops; at a num-
ber of shops the strikers set up bar-
rlcades and fiercely resisted the in-
“vasion ‘of the Stahmst hooélums.

Radical Socialists and two independ-
'ents),_, the World Bank announced
final signing of papers granting a
loan to France of $250,000,000 for
long-term reconstructmn‘? This”
World Bank loan is almost exclusive-
ly American dollars granted by the
United States to help set up the
bank. Was it aceidental that Amer-
ica released. 36,000 tons. of wheat -and
flour for s‘mpmcnt to. France during
May? And, in addition, informed the
French that 30,000 tons of corn will
be sent during May- and June, even
though. this will overstrain shipping
facilities? The Truman Doctrine
awards; its friends in a not too
subtle, but welcome fashion.

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS -
FAR BEHIND ITS TURN

The international politics behind
the crisis in France are clear enough
for all to see. The turn-of France
definitely away from Russia and in
the direction of American imperial-
ism clearly beégan at the recently
coneluded Moscow Confererice, where
Stalin, in private. session with Bi-
dault, failed to win him over to sup-
port of Stalin’s position regarding
Germany.

France con no Ionge\r play lhe gume
‘of "neutral broker" between Russia
and America — the agressive policy
of Marshall and-Truman will net per-
mit this. Support us by |oin}ng our
drive against Russia nnd its Sfdli‘nfsf
parties everywhere,. or no credifs, no
food, no coal, no help. Thls is the es-
sence of American policy. Thare ls.
likewise, a tacit encouragement by
America for the return to politics
and power of General de Gaulle and
his efforts to. build up an openly re-
-actionary, semi-fascist organl:uﬂoﬂ.
Bidault, France's Foreign Mlnlshr. is
also head of the MRP and greatly
fears. that the energetic de Gaulle
will.split his party by his bolder anti-
Communist activities.

~Russian imperialism cpnfﬂ'ai’.cal in
Frande by means of .its Stalinist
agents and the enormous party they
head. T'ime magazine has reported a
sharp split among the top Stalinist
leaders—some (Marty) urging the
party to become an openly anti-gov-
ernment party, to vigorously support
the unions and workers in strike ac-
tion, etc. In a word, to make a sharp
turn . toward what appears, to, the
French people, a radical policy.
Other leaders (Duclos, Thorez, éte.)
reject this, and seem bent on erawl-
ing back into the government, no
matter how. They did little to actu-

ally support the Renault workers
when they were on strike, and told
their supporters to vote to return to
work. They describe the French CP
as still'a “government party.” These
‘Stalinists undoubtedly feel they were
outmaneuvered ‘and ousted from the
government in an unexpected and
undesired trick., Duclos ridiculed
fears of a general strike and said
his. policy was a concern for “na-
tional interests and democracy.” The
party -and, together with it, the or-
ganized labor movement which is
controlled by Stalinism, evidenily
feel themselves on the defenswe and
obliged to retreat. They are unable
to preclpitate a decisive struggle at
this time. It is knowledge of this
that drove the timid Socialist Pre-
mier Ramadier and his fellow right-
wing Socialists, to such sharp ac-
tion

INTERNAI. FORCES
CAUSING CRISIS

The general weakness of France
in the post-war world is well known.
The devastation of the war, the in-
ablhty of the country to raise its
economie prcdnct_:on to even a pre-
war lcvel plus the mass revolts of
the colonies (Indo-China, Madagas-
car and, shortly, Alg‘ena) have so
weakened capitalist France that the
nation has entirely lost its ability
to act with initiative or independ-
ence on the international scene. Eco-

-nomically dependent upon the Uni-

ted States for its recovery, the na-
tion is, politically dependent to a
great extent upon Russia, operating

through the French Stalinists. The

country is therefore torn between
America and Russia, the two great
rivals who wish to m_ampu]atc the
country for their own aims. Its pres-
ent government cannot break out of
t.hls circle, v

There dare, of courie, proﬁund in-
ternal aspects to. the presént erisis.

:Jt. is more than.a problem. of interna-
“¥ional rivairy. The nu&:erouz und hlgh-

ly militant French working class has
revived since the war ended. Its un-
ion movement is, next to England, the
most powerful in Europe. The pressing
economic difficulties have come to a
head recenfly with o combination cut
in bread rationing (a most important
dietary item for French workers) and
the  failure of  the Bium-Ramadier
pm:e-cuﬂlng program, The dnspropor-
tion Betwéen the life and economic
difficulties of the workers, as con-
trasted with the conditions of black
market operu:l-orl. American tourists,

French bourgeois, etc., is .e'ﬂreﬁ;ely
galling to the class-conscious French
worker. The 30,000 Renault strikers
_who moyed far in- advance of their
“union leaders, not fo mention the Stal-
inists who at first opposed strike ac-
tion,. were the first to act.. Even
though they have now gone Back to
work (7,000 voted to continue the
strike) they did not return as the re-

;ull of any victory or ugreemenf !

They were temporarily forced Yo re-
treat, and the soil for future militant
action on the economic front is as. fer-
tile as before. The Stalinist ieaders,
who warned ubonf growing Trolskyls}
influence umnng the .workers, under-
stand this situation. An Impcﬁunt 5=

pect of their maneuver was to ’gwe .

the impression that they still marched
at the heud of the French proletariat.

The National Councijl of the So-
cialist Party was bludgconed by
Ramadier and Blum, into acceptance
of the action ousting the Stalinists.
The vote was by a tiny majority,
with over 2,000 delegates voting . to
reject the proposal and. demanding
that the Socialist Party also get out
of the government.. While many of
these votes undoubtedly reflected the
strong pro- -Stalinist influence that
exists among the Socialists (particu-
larly in the Paris-Seine Federation
area), there is no doubt that many
of them are anti-Stalinist, and just
as strongly against the right-wing,
pro-American pohc:es of thelr lead-
ers. Their votes are in line with the
Trotskyist demand.that the. Socialist
Party get out of the government.of
French ecapitalism* and break with
the reactionary coalition it now has
with the MRP and capitalist paltles.

There appears to be a growing dis-
interest and disgust with pollt)cs in
France; particularly among the

workers who follow the Socialist and -

Stalinist. parties., Not only, have
these parties failed them; but so
has every shape, form and size of a

coalition.government. It is quite. pos- ",

sible - that the Stalihist influénce
among workers will tend to decline,
although not enormously because of
the demagogic skill with which that
party operates. The French workers
are apathetic toward politics,. above
all the crude parliamentary kind of
politics their parties have engaged
in for months. The next period in
French affairs will probably be

_characterized by strugglea of the

workers on the union and economic
front; struggles in which the French
Trotskyists will be most active in_
helping the workers.

Communist Pa,rty agents were
sent. throughout the plant for the
purpose of obtaining the names of
worker militants and reporting
them to the management. Every
filthy measure ever thought up by
scabs were employed twofold by the
Stalinist strike-breakers.. . But . the
workers of Renault stubborn]y and
courageously held their ground—
they would not budge. The strikers,
excepting the convinced Stalinists,
were unanimous in their indignation
agginst, the Stalino-fascist methods
of Henaff. .

By this time the Stalinist leaders
fei‘l that they could. successfully end
the strike by calling for a referendum
on the continuance of the strike. The -
workers of Renault then gave them
another lesson in militancy, despite

. .ballot -box stuffing and the fact that

_hundreds of workers were not notified
-in_ ¥ime, to: vote. The strikers voted
11,000 to 8,000 to continue the strike
_unil their demands were met. At the
.same time the strike committee com-
:menced circulating petitions asking
~the sirlkers whether they were satis-
ﬁed with the present CGT leadership
xp'} Renuulf—i-he overwhelming majori-
#y of the workers responded in the
negolwe. 4

The strike committee sent a num-
ber of strikers to the May Day dem-
onstration, in Paris to" distribute

leaflets cxplaining the position. of ~

the Renault strikers and urging
metal workers in the Paris area to
join the strike movement; the strik-
ers. were brutally beaten by Stalin-
ist, yeggs and their leaflets burned.
Snc;allst youth and members of the
Intcrnatlonallst Communist Party
who were distributing leaflets calling
upon the workers to support the Re-
nault strikers, were assaulted and
in.a number of cases, were saved
from serious injury by the interven-
tion of indignant workers.

The. Renault stllke, whether the
workers will succeed in winning all
their demands or not, represents an
1mpcrtant ‘turning point in the de-
velopmient of the French labor move-
ment. Since 1936, Renault has been
Iooked upon as the spearhead of
‘mahtant WOrlcmg class actlon ‘in

France; in 1936 the workers of Re-
nault were the key factor in, the sue-
cess of the general strike. In 1938,
the Renault workers forced the Stai-
inist leaders to declare a general
gtnke throughout the metal indus-
try in defense of their demands for
the restitution of the 40- hour week.
Later in the same year the Renault
‘workers were the last to yield to
the vicious anti-working class cam-
pmgn of the Daladier government
in a ferocious pitched battle waged
betwecn the workers who had occu-
pied the plant, and the police and
militia who had to employ the use of
armored cars and tanks in order to
subdue the workers. In 1944 the Re-
nault workers led t.'he insurrection-
ary general strike against the Nazi
occupant and organized an armed
workers militia.

The Metal Workers Federation,
900,000 strong, is the most powerful
union in the CGT and is the one
most complebe‘ly ccntmlled by the
Communist Party. In the past, anti-
Stalinist trade unionists would often
despair. of breaking the hold of the
CP on the “metallos.” And of all see-
tions of the metal industry the Stal-
inists had lavished their attention on
the Renault works, members of the
party controlled virtually every un-
ion post worth holding—Renault was
thier fief. Today the workers of Re-
nault have seen Stalinism for what
it really is—a precious political les-
son is bemg learned the-hard way,

Confident of its hold on the French
working class the French Commu-
nist ' Party, in return for a large
participation in the distribution of
cabinet posts, has cynically and re-
peatedly violated the interests of
French labor, for the past year, in
common with .the capitalist parties
and the Socialist Party. They preach-
¢d more production and no salary
increases to the workers. This sort
of business could continue as long as
their left flank was protected, for to
be outflanked on the left means per-
mitting the workers to proceed on
the high road- of revolutionary.  so-
cialism and T¥otskyism. Terrified by
. the militant action of the Renault
workers and the afitmative 'i'%fsiid"ﬁs'é

lorkers Outlines Crisis in France

that the Internationalist _C.ommu'is't
Party (Trotskyists) is finding

its ideas, the Stalinists have been
forced to declare themselves for a 10
franes per hour increase for in-
creased worker production,

_ So as to eliminate any doubt as to
the reasons for this latest psetdo-
left shift in the poliey of the Com-
munist Party, the following conver-
sation, between Socialist Premier
Ramadier and Thorez, leader of the
French Stalinists, at a recent cabi-
net meeting, is quoted from a report
publighed in the May 3rd issue of
“France-Soir,” a leading Parisian
dally

Ramadier—This strike pcsel l‘he
enjire question of the. free.zmg of
salaries and compromises the ‘iﬂte
reduction policy of the government.
I ask you not ¥o return to this pel-

ey

Il Thore:—ﬁll‘l’ the CGT, in this
event, has been outstripped by the
Trotskyists, who seem to have
taken the lead for the workers de-
mands. Therefore the CGT, in order
not to permit itself to be overﬂm.
has decided tonight to support
these demands. And we of the Com-
munist Party, we will equally sup-
port these demands.

The Renault strike has placed the
Communist Party in the most deli-

~

cate position that it has found itself

in since the liberation. In order to keep
intact its power over the CGT and
the French working class it has been
outwardly forced to make a prctcnce
of breaking with the wage-freezing
policy of the government even at the
cost of being forced to precipitate a
governmental erisis. That the gov-
ernmental crisis is the handiwork, of
the Renault workers who have
forced the Stalinists to this action is
‘underlined by a statement from
Florimond Bonte, member of the po-
litical bureau of the CP: “In any
case the Communist Party, whether
or not, it participates in the govcrn-
ment, will continue to consider itself
as a part of the government. . .. No
proposition will be made which we
would not be able to apply were we
at the héad of the governmwent,” -
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In Preparation For New _Wérs!

“Almost 19,000,000 men are under arms
throughout the world,” says Hanson W.

“Baldwin, on a New York Times survey of

post-war military developments, _and
about forty nations are spending at least
$27,400,000,000 a year on armaments.”

No more graphic picture of the decay

of capitalist society is presented than in
the survey itself. Almost two years after

“ the end of the most disastrous war in the
_history of mankind finds the imperialist

world feverishly preparing a new slaugh-
ter. But one need not wait for the misery
of a third war to see what awaits this
world. There is no end to the misery of
mankind—no respite from the ravages of
the conflict just ended.

In the midst of world-wide starvation,
poverty, homelessness, the big powers and
little: ones—all former allies—are spend-
ing tremendous sums to turn out new can-
non-fodder, new weapons of destruction,
new and greater exploswes. These natlons,
‘which cannot improve the living standards
of their people, are spending more money
now for war than they did on the eve, of

““'war ‘in 1939. And these are the peace

years! :

Behind this tremendous “péacetime”
military activity lies the new great impe-
rialist rivalry between the United States
and Russia. And behind the preparations

. being made by. these. two_powers. are the__l___
preparatlons of their satellite states.” All
~of this, however, is only preliminary skir-

mishing in preparation for greater events

yet to come. Billions of dollars are being
poured into the present irresponsible and
wasteful military activities, as a sort of

* experimental stage for the larger conflict.

Countries suffering from starvation,
homelessness for millions, and dislocated
economies, spend huge sums for training
soldiers and preparing for war.

In this new mad rush to disaster, the
United States and Russia, as the two main
powers in the world, take the lead. Both

spend more money for war purposes than

any other country; both have more men
under arms ('excepting the pseudo-armies
of China) and more weapons of warfare
than any other nations in the world. Hav-
ing set the pattern, the other must neces-
sarily and mescapably follow their lead.

If there were not the facts of poverty,
starvation, economic collapse, this new
rise of militarism in the world would be
enough to show the utter futility of the
war just fought. It is the most severe in-
dictment that could be made of the capi-
talist and Stalinist world. It hurls the lie
into the teeth of the statesmen of the
world, the imperialist spokesmen of capi-
talism and Stalinism, who called the last
war a “war of liberation,” “a war for de-
mocracy,” “a war to bring peace” to a
long-suffering world. There is no real and
-genuine liberation! There is no real and

genume democracy' There is, no real and
]astmg peace' They are in limbo together

with the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic
Charter!

Starvation Pblicy' in Germany

"Wir Wollen Brot; Keine Kalorien!"

("We want bread; not calories!"—Ban-
ner of German workers in Hamburg
hunger demonstrations.)

This week’s LABOR ACTION features
an article surveying the tragic food situa-
tion, leading to outright hunger conditions,
that now prevails over the greater part of
the European continent, partlcularly in
Germany.

The responsibility for this situation can-
not be exclusively traced to the results of
the war, nor can it be blamed exclusively
upon the severe conditions of last winter
which led to much loss in crops and areas
sown in spring.

The real responsibility falls upon the
Great Powers—the Big Four now-in occu-
pation of Germany and large areas of Eu-
rope. It is their politics of division, exploi-
tation and robbery that has prevented the
recovery of European economy, industry

_and agricultural life. Instead of recbvery,

rebuilding and rehabilitation, in the form
of production of commodities, building of
homes, manufacture of farm tools and ma-
chinery and fertilizer for the soil—instead
of this there is a stagnation that has
brought Europe to its lowest state in cen-
turies. The victors, the “Allies,” are re-
sponsible for Germany and Europe.

The American labor movement must
become increasingly aware of the desper-
ate situation ‘that, prevails in Europe to-
day, right now. It is workers, poor people,
farmers and middle class people who are
threatened with starvation. The American
labor movement must-do something about
helping out its class brothers in Europe.
Only America has sufficient food to do

"anything about the ‘situation — that is,

shipment of huge supplies of food at once.
The American labor movement must raise

“the demand for immediate aid, in the form

of shipment of food surpluses without any
political strings attached, to the hungry
masses of Europe. American labor cannot
afford to let down the European working
class! ' _— . .

The Labor Action Sunday Forum:

Students .
In_sfruciors

We reg'rel"to announce the cancelation of the May 25 Forum on "SPAIN
TODAY." The Spring Series of Forums has ended. A new series will begin
in the Fall. However, occasional lectures will be held in the intervening
months. Waich Labor Action for announcements of coming lectures.

A . $ -

A BANG-UP SOCIAL '~
TO CLOSE THE LABOR ACTION FORUM AND SCHOOL
Entertainment — Dancing — Refreshments

Guest Lecturers

Time: SATURDAY NIGHT, MAY 24
Place: WORKERS PARTY CITY CENTER
114 West 14th Street

And All Others Will Attend

CHAPLIN'S LATEST PRODUCTION |

By SUSAN GREEN

Charles Chaplin has turned his inimitable art as
comic and actor to produce pictures of “social signifi-

. cance.” Such are the themes he has handled in “The

Big City,” “The Great Dictator” and his most recent
“Monsier Verdoux,” “The Big City,” showing the little

“man enmeshed in the intricacies of machine production

and modern living, was an excellent vehicle for Chap-
lin'scargo; “The Great Dictator,” less so. In fact, many
people reacted with resentment to “The Great Dictator,”

feeling that a subject of such sinister implications to

humanity should not be related to slapstick and comedy.

In “Monsier Verdoux” Chaplln seeks to comment on
capitalist. morality. His theme is that society electro-
cutes the individual murderer, the produect of social
insecurity, while society. itself plunges into murderous
wars and rewards the munition manufacturers with
untold wealth. In the opinion of this reviewer, Chaplin’s
art does not do justice to this theme. Even with the re-
finements and modifications of his typical buffoonery,
apparent,in Monsier Verdoux, what comes out on top
is the comedy and not the lesson.,

CHA!'I:IN'S STORY. OUTLINED

The story, briefly, is this. ‘A dapper, meticulous, al-
most dainty Frenchman—played of course by Chaplin
but with different accoutrements than baggy pants,
derby, turned out shoes and cane—is fired after thirty-
five years of service as a bank clerk. His brains being
no longer of use to business, he went into business for
himself. With his masculine. charms and a suitable
“line,” he pursued lonely elderly women possessed of
bank accounts and property. He married them, liquidat-
ed them, and embezzled their money. This he did to pro-
vide security and luxury for his invalid wife whom he
adored and for their son Peter. Between jobs he retired
for a brief respite from the jungle of business to the
sanctuary of his home, even as all good businessmen
are wont to do. But the stock market crash wiped out
his fortune; also justice finally caught up with our
bluebeard. As society is preparing for the hig kill of
World War II and the munitions manufacturers are
beginning to coin bloodsoaked money, the little killer is
condemned to death by this.same society.

But detail determines where the emphasize lies, and
the detail in “Monsier Verdoux” is not concerned with
developing the “social significance” of his theme but
rather the comic aspects of each marriage and murder.
The funny business of inducing wife Lydia to go to the
bank before four o’clock so-that husband bluebeard can
kill- her -that. night and deliver. 50,000 franes to his
stockbroker the next morning,-is fo]lowed by the comic
séenes with wife Annabel (Martha Raye) who evades
husband’s plans-to liquidate, her—for no other reason
than to produce laughs. The; motive to produce laughs
is so great that all realism:issthrown to the winds when
the last hilarious courtship, terminates in an elaborate
public wedding right in-Payis—a slip an experienced

liquidater of wives would-'"ha‘rdly. make—just to create

another humorous situation in the appearance of un-
liguidated wife Annabel as an unvited guest. The quan-
tity and quality of the slapstlck and fun plus the
finesse of Chaplin’s comic ‘acting produce no sense of
horrlhle erime—and murder s, horrible—but rather a
- sense of a series of engaglpLg peccadilloes. One is re-
minded of the dear old ladieg in “Arsenic and Old Lace,”
‘which, however, was “SUPPOSH
wide and handsome fun—wif‘.'hout any significance.

WHAT DID HE TRY TO SAY u

The social .message of “Monsier Verdoux” ‘'is con-
veyed almost in the same way as was that in “The

"to be nothing but high!

Great Dictator,” namely, by a propaganda speech at
the end. In “Monsier Verdoux,” however, there are sev-
eral shorter statements instead of one long one. At the
trial, among other things, the condemned Verdoux says

that the world encourages mass killing and that he is.

an amateur by comparison. Again, in the death ecell, he
talks to a reporter of robbery and murder being the
business of big.business, and, except in. a small way,

they don’t pay.- However, dramatic impact-is laeking, .

and when Monsieur Verdoux goes .off to.the death.
chamber between the prison guards there is not the flow
of sympathy and.understanding that used to follow
the little tramp of old as he dlsappeare{i on the road
to nowhere. | n

How could Chaplin have induced more understanﬁ—
ing for his hero-eriminal and ‘produced more dramatic
impact for his message? The first could have been ‘ac-
complished perhaps by showing how Verdoux got that
way. Chaplin tells us that the bank clerk became the
multiple killer because he lost his job. That's quite a
jump—it needs more explaining from the depths of in-
dividual development or deterioration. Again, the in-
dictment of capitalist mass slaughter should possibly
have been woven like a thread throughout the film for
cumulative dramatic effect, rather than saved up for
the purely propaganda statements at the end. To do
these two things, however, Chaplin would have had to
abandon Chaplinism, that— is, his tlled and true comic
method. :

So much for Chaplin’s purpose in “Monsier Ver-
doux” and this reviewer’s opinion that it falls short of
fulfillment. Howeyer, there’s another important angle.
Even if Chaplin had accomplished his purpose—and
some may think he has—we have a right to ask, “Did

he go far enough?” To a Socialist, he certainly did not.

A REVIEWER'S OPINION

Many decades ago an expose of this kind might have
been of importance. But in this day and decade of capi-
talism, simply to say “Look what we have here” with-
out saying what we can do about it, is to be not a little
backward in coming forward politically. Even if peo-
ple are impressed by the indictment against society in
“Monsier Verdoux,” what next, what to do? The pro-
capitalist producer would have given a tinhorn salute
to the United Nations probably. Chaplin doesn’t do
this. If we conclude that Chaplin is against capitalism,
what is he for? Is he for Stalinism? Is he for Socialism?
Since he’s an independent producer and has taken the
unbeaten path, he can go the whole hog—which 'is the
minimum distance one with a social message can go
these days.

If reported interviews wﬁ.h Chaplin since his film
came out are to be relied on, his political education is

* low grade. Asked if he is a Communist, he denied it.
- Asked something about dictatorship, he replied he

doesn’t believe in it for the country where he lives: Does
‘he approve it in Russia? He seems to beligve in some
brave new world without political form, which we all
know is impossible of accomplishment. So instead of
giving a definite  “out” from capitalism, Chaplin
mouthed something vague about good and bad and sin,
all equally meaningless. '

If Chaplin is to :employ 'his great comic art for

works of social comment, it seems to this reviewey that,
“heé must find ‘ways' by which: his ‘art. will. enhange ;his

theme rather than detract from it, as seems to be the
case .in “Monsier Verdoux.” And if his social comment
is to be of any importance, he will ' have to do some
fearless political thinking—and let us say without guid-
ance from willing Stalinists.

two.apparently virile- male students can be:

_The revolutionary majority. in the
national leadership of the  Socialist
Youth of France won a smashing vic-
tory at the youth congress last month.
The .French Socialist Youth, re-
‘founded only two years ago, today
claims a membership of 40,000. This
rapidly growing movement has re-
cently been under fire by the leader-
ship of the adult SP because of the
propaganda it has been carrying on
against the Indo-Chinese war and
against the wage freeze, both projects
dear to the heart of the Social Demo-
cratic bureaucrats. Two hundred del-
egates and. 1,200 listeners participat-

“ed in the sessions of the convention.

Before the opening of the conven-
tion, leaflets were circulated by
right wing minorities attacking the
leadership of the youth. Even these
minorities, however, were not sup-
porters of Blum & Co., but. rather
supporters of Marceau Pivert, of the
Socialist Party “left.” These minori-
ties based their programs on an ap-
peal for unity—meaning that the So-

STALINISTS ON THE WATER-
FRONT, by Art Preis. Published
by Pioneer Publishers for the
Socialist Workers Party, April,
194%; 31 pages, 10 cents.

" Reviewed by ARTHUR STEIN

With the ripening of imperialist
conflicts between the United States
and Russia, a constantly increasing
barrage of anti-Russian and “anti-
Communist” propaganda is filling the
daily press. What most of these out-
pourings have in common, however
(aside from their usual anti-labor
slant), is their identification of Sta-
linism with the ideas of Marxism and
revolutionary socialism. As a’Tesult
of this reactionary origin of most at-
tacks on Stalinism, the reactionary
nature of Stahmsm itself has become
blurred in’the eyes of thé public.

- For thege reasons, it is good to 'see

cialist Youth should, in order to pre-
serve its attachment to the party,

obey parily discipline. Thus the rev-
olutionary program of the youth
would become an empty shell, since
in all public activity they -would
follow the disgraceful line of the
adult party. The reception these ideas
got can best be indicated by gquoting
from a report on the congress that
appeared in Vérité, French Trotsky-
ist paper.

“On the first day, when Comrade
Courtois, of the Socialist Party ‘left,
representing the party, declared: ‘The
Sotialist Youth must be the eagle of
the party,” the delegates applauded
frantically for five minutes. When he
corrected himself, ‘but a fraternal
eagle,’ the delegates howled with
laughter. When he added: ‘I fear that
your applause is directed against the
party,’ the applause redoubled.”

Concerning Indo - China, Courtois
tried to prevent the congress from
revolting against the colonialist de-
cisions of the Socialist Party and

a substantial, well documented pam-

phlet on Stalinism originate from .a
revolutionary socialist source. Preis’

pdmphlet also has the value of at-

tacking Stalinism from the point of
view from which, it can be seen in
its most profoundly insidious colors:
its {ireacherous role in the labor
movement, which arises (in our opin-
ion) from its fundamentally anti-
working class roots.

The pamphlet presents a detailed
and documented exposure of the rec-
ord of betrayal of the Communist
Party bureaucratic machine in the
National Maritime Union. It also tells,
often in words quoted from the Sta-
linist press itself, a few vivid epi-

‘ sodes of the story of CP strike-break-

ing, elsewhere; the coal strike ‘in
‘1943, the Montgomery V&ird and San
"Frantisco machinists’ strikes in 1944.

threatened expulsion. He was hissed.

Rousseau, secretary of the Youth, an-

swered him. The congress passed a

resolution against the war by a three-
quarters majority. i

The most violent incident took
place upon the reception of a dele-
gation from the JCI (Trotskyist
youth). Infroduced with a display of
honors, our comrades found them-
selves in the midst of a hostile dem-
onstration by a minority. The chair-
man, Deschezelles, asked our delega-
tion fo retire to let the congress de-
cide on their reception. Twenty min-
utes later the JCI delegates returned,
their reception approved. The JCI
national secretary, Marc Paillet, ad-
dressed the Congress. The conclusion
of his speech was marked by lively
applause and the singing of the In-
ternationale.

In the final discussion session, the '

general revolutionary political orien-
tation of the national youth leader-
ship was approved by two-thirds of
the congress.—S. B.

The Ilast part of the pamphlet
deals with “a class struggle program
for maritime workers »OIE is in this
sectmn that ‘we note a pamfu] omis-
sion: there is no mention of the very

acute problem of discrimination
against Negroes and other minorities
in the unions of the maritime mdus-
try.

Qur differences with the Socialist
Workers Party on the question of
Stalinism are too well known to be
discussed here. But these differences
—though they make a sentence here
and there objectionable fo us—will
not keep us from properly judging
the substantial contribution of this
pamphlet on the maritime situation.
“Stalinists on the Waterfront” should

be read and used by everyone inter-

ested . in bulldmg a strong ‘and mili-

tantvtrade union movement, . . -

W’. VA. U., ROTC, UMT, USA, USSR ETC.

Thank God for ex1stence' Look at 1t as you
will, it’s difficult to think of a reasonable substi-
tute for it. For inevitably, whenever the “still,
sad music of humanity” begins to depress a man,
life, with its immense fecundity, soon. 1est01es the
flagging spirit.

An instance of this recently occurred at West
Virginia University. West Virginia University !—
where the opening gambit in the conversation of
“Say,
what did you think of the new preacher Sun-
day?”; where Negroes are excluded from the un-
dergraduate school; where the rustics of the
English department dismiss the naturalistic novel
by saying: “After all, is it something. you would
want to read out loud to your mother?”; where
totalitarians on the faculty flourish happily and
the mildest of liberals jump at their shadow;

where professors of philosophy harangue their.

classes on the. evil effects of nicotine upon the
sperm cells; where the economics department
should be stuffed, mounted and placed in a mu-
seum along with the Folsom man, the spinet, the
yellow dog contract, and other mementoes of the
past; where a school which owes its existence to
the exertions of generations of coal miners has a
daily paper which, when it is not: juvenile, is
snobbishly anti-labor; where the AV.C has diffi-

culty in even finding a sponsor (“I'd really like.

to, but . ..”); where ... where.... where. ...

That under such conditions even.a few rare
spirits manage to maintain the: semblance of a
critical faculty should be encouraging.to all pro-
fessional disturbers of the mtcllcctual peace. .
Montani semper liberi!

THE BLOT ON THE 'SCUTCHEON. ;

A couple of weeks ago the campus ROTC unit
held an inspection. It resulted, said the Daily
Athenaeum, which humorously refers to itself as
“The Student Newspapér of West Virginia Uni-
versity,” “in a display of some of thé most dis-
courteous, distasteful, and base mannerisms ever
observed on this campus. The cat-calling, hooting
and general atttiude of the students ObSEI'Vlng the
inspection was uncalled for. .. .”

This referred to the vocal footnotes_ added to
the inspection by the veterans who were watching
it. It began with a tense voice from the sidelines
crying: “This is it, men! This is what you were
trained for!” As the mounting triumph of succes-
sive rifle snatchings rolled forward the ovations
and running commentary commensurately in-
creased. The curtain was rung down by a sten-
torian voice from the wings sounding off with the
classic paternalism of the field grade officer:
“GOD DAMMIT, MAJOR! LET’S GET THOSE

“MEN OUT OF THE HOT SUN!" The local

ROTC colonel was frantic. He ran around trying

to shush the boys up, cursing, no doubt, the day
the war ended.

ooulb is heart-warmmg to know that, -however

“intént the average veteran may-:be:on squeezing ~

out an education, however: confused about the
world of labor and international politics, and
howéver unpoliticalized, when he is brought, face
to face with the military life his stomach turns.

CAPITAL'S LITTLE PROBLEM

Though this anti-militarism is latent, confused
and, where manifested, is often dispersive, its
presence among the veterans and in the general
population is obvious to Congress. Because of it,
Congress has had to impose restraints upon the
extent and character of the current war prepara-
tions against Russia. From some points of view,
a war of United States capitalism against Russia
¢ould most advantageously be prosecuted now, be-
fore Russia has acquired a stockpile of atomic
weapons. Under conditions of atomic warfare, the
United States, despite its tremendous industrial
superiority, cannot afford to permit another Pearl
Harbor for the propaganda advantage which
might acerue.

This contradiction between what is nccessary
and what is possible is most clearly seen in the
wrigglings of the war department in their efforts
to create a mass army. The draft act having been
allowed to lapse, attempts are being made to find
reasonably acceptable substitutes.

The plan which is currently being worked'

over is UMT—universal military training. Under
the plan as it is commonly proposed youths of
eighteen would be given six months’ military
training with some of the more obnoxious features
eliminated. (We're laughing, too.) In lieu of a
further six months’ of training the reeruits would
be permitted to join the regular army, enlist in
the national guard, attend school, ete. Such per-
sons would not serve outside the United States.

OPPOSITION TO UMT—AND '
OPPOSITION TO UMT

This plan has met opposition from elements of
the military for whom Hanson 'W. Baldwin is the
spokesman. His objections, of course, are moti-
vated not out of humanitarian considerations but
out of a belief in the plan’s military ineffective-
ness. His main point is that UMT would give a
false sense of security and thereby divert atten-
tion and money from the development of what
constitutes our unique and chief advantage over
Russia—our military-industrial potential.

The war department, of course, prefers half
a loaf to none, and is anxious to establish the
fact of compulsory military training as a national
mind-set, believing thereby that future' steps in

_the m:lltarlzatmn of the country will be facili-

tated. It therefore ig pushing the UMT program.

How far and how fast this militarization pro-
ceeds will depend.in good part upon how quickly
hecklmg by the, veterans takes on a political—
which is to say, a socialist—character.

While it is true that a good proportion of
army officers and their owners are so stupid that
they couldn’t track a herd of elephants in four
feet of snow, it is also true that they mean busi-
ness. ¢
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| The Economic and Political

Transitional Program --
When and How We Use It

It is necessary to restate the point’

of view that the party holds of the
transitional program, first, because
there is not enough clarity on this
question in the party and, second,
because a polemical counterposition
has been put forward inside the par-
ty and in the Fourth International.
The transitional program différs
fundamentally from theé old social-
democratic program of immediate
demands, ‘which had only the most
formalistic connection with the ulti-
mate goal of socialism but which
was in reality not connected at all
with the struggle for power. The
revolutionary character of the tran-
sitional program is based upon the
concept of the objective overripeness
of capitalism for the socialist revo-
lution and the lagging political con-
sciousness and revolutionary imma-
turity of the proletariat.

The transitional program aims at
closing the gap between the two. It
is necessarily based upon both phe-
nomena; that is, it aims to seize the
workers at their present stage of po-
litical consciousness, to participate
with ' them ot their present level of
struggle, and to move them as rapidly
as_possible on the road ‘to socialjst
power. It is a revolutionary program
both in that it connects every serious
demand and movement of the work-
ing class with the question of work-
ers' power (the workers' govern-
ment) and in that decaying, crisis-
ridden capitalism itself creates the
conditions in which every serious de-
mand and movement of the working
class raises the question of state
power with increasing clarity and
sharpness.

Precisely because the’ transitional
program has both these aspects, it
cannot be conerete without first esti-
mating the stage of development and
consciousness of the working class in

a given ecountry at a given time and
estimating the stage of development
of capltahst erigis in a given country
at a given time. Without this, the
transitional program ceases to be a
transitional program and becomes a
ritualistic and sterile substitute for
the purely propagandlstlc adyoeacy

of the old “maximum program” of

socialism or the proletarian dlctator-

_ship.
1 ADAPTING: SI..OGJ\NS
.TO CLASS REALITY

The ideas of the socialist revolu-_
tion must be presented in terms of”

the actual stage of development of
the class struggle and in a way that
gives them access to the conscious-

ness of the masses. Otherwise, the
masses cannot 'be approached where
they actually are, they cannot be ap-

. pealed ‘to effectively, they cannot be

set in motion as a class from the po-
sition they presently occupy to the
position they should occupy as the
ruling power —in a word, the pro-
gram cannot serve the function of a
transiﬁom} program. The program
is universal only in that it seeks ev-
erywhere to facilitate ‘the movement
of the masses to the struggle for
power. But inasmuch as the crisis of
capitalism is neither as intensive nor
extensive in one coyntry as in others,
and the stage of development of the
working class differs from country to
country, the concrete forms of the
transitiongl program, the _concrete
glogans must necessarily be adapted
to the changmg conditions and class
relations in every country. “In the
very nature of a transitional pro-
gram, of course,” says the party the-
sis of 1938, “it cannot in advance be
given final and finished form. With
the changes in the mass movement
and in the state of mind of the
workers, the transitional program
must correspondingly change to ad-
vance or on occasion to retreat, al-
tering the emphasis and utilization
of. slogans and shifting tacties
through which the program is pre-
sented.” This is the guiding line
which the party followed throughout
its existence, that is, throughout the
war.

Instead of a struggle under the

llogun. “Turn the imperialist war into"
a civil war," the party popularized the’

‘slogan, "Abohsh the no-strike pledge,”

a epncrefe formulation of the con-

cept that the class struggle should be

pursued by ‘the proletariat without

‘regard” fo ‘the interests of the ruling

class in the imperialist war, a formu-
lation ‘accessible ‘to the level of con-
sciousness of the workers, especially
the advanced workers, and capable of

.setting them into class motion. In-

stead of a struggle under the slogun.
“Down with class collaboration,” the
party popularized the slogan, "Get off
the War Labor Board," a concrete
feﬂnuluiion of the concept that the
worl&lng .class movement should break
its collaborationist bonds with the
bourgeoisie and its gcvernment and

: act! ipdepc]ldlnﬂy as aclass;” - -

Instead of a struggle under a slo-
gan to break the existing unions or
to form soviets or factory commit-
tees, the party popularized the idea
of rank-and-file progressive commit-
tees 'in every union, a concrete for-

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers -

V. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

tional dependent.

of service.

IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

1. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

"Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities: For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control (:omm1ttees

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises. ;

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five- -year program to provide decent hous-
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to provide
schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all proﬁts above ﬁve per cenf on invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual zncomes

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers' control

Vi. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews

1. For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the .persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the .Jewish people to unrestrmted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

Vill. For Full Economic nnd Educnhonul Opporfumﬁes for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided by
the GI Bill of Rights, to be based-on a wage of $40 a week for single
veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each addi-

2. For immediate granting of a tederal bonus of $1,000 for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own future,
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of thc colonies.

9. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the Amer-
jcan troops home. For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independeni Labor Purl-y and a Workers Govern-
For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-

ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Derno-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor

FOR A 'SOCIALIST AM_ERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

" the workers themselves,

Prospects of U. S. Caplfahsm |

The resolution of the Situation
in the U. S., which was continued
from last week, was adopted
by the National Convention of the
Workers Party held on May 30-
June’ 2, 1946. The convention
adopted the resolution in draft
form ‘and authorized the incoming
National Committee to edit and
elaborate it. The reason for its
present publication lies in the na-
ture of the current economic .and
political situation in the country,
and conforms with our practice of
making public the most important
political resolutions and state-
ments of the Workers Party.

The "boom'" period, through
which we are now living, reflected
by almost total employment and a

high rate of production, also re-
veals sharp confradictions which
prepare for a coming ecopomic:
crisis of great severity which is
bound to have a determining ef-
fect in intensifying the struggle of
the workers in order to live. The
present "boom" is also accompa-
nied by an offensive of labor cen-
tered in 'the most reactionary
Congress the eounfry has ever
seen.

We are certain that our readers
will find this resolution of extreme
interest; it will' Serve them as a
guide to an understanding of the
situation in the country and the
problems which face the economic
and political organizations of the
working class.—Editors.

mulation of the concept of militant,
democratic, working class organiza-
tions and actions as against the bu-
reauncratic subjugation of the union
movement to the bourgeois war ma-
chine. Instead of a struggle under a
mere slogan of workers’ power,
which can itself become an abstrac-
tion if there is no instrument with
which to achieve this power, the party
popularized the class slogan of break-
ing with bourgeois politiecs and bour-
geois political parties by forming an
independent labor party of its own
by means of which it could establish
a workers’ government; and when
the first halting, confused and am-
biguous steps toward class political
action were taken in the form of the
CIO-PAC, the party further con-
cretized its concept of the class po-
litical independence of the proletar-
iat by popularizing the slogan “Con-
vert the PAC.into a Labor Party.”
These are not revolutionary slo-
gans in every country and at any
time. They are objectively revolu-
tionary slogans in the United States
at a specific time, just as at a differ-
ent stage of developsn.nt such slo-
gans, can become meére reformism.
While these implicitly revolutionary
demands struck a responsive chord
ih the consciousness of wide sections
of the working class whose militant
aspirations were .repressed and
strangled by the bureaucratic labor
lieutenants, and while other sections
of the labor movement took up these
slogans in one form or degree or
other, it was no accident that only
the revolutionary vanguard found it

possible. to .conduet a militant and.
eonsistent struggle fm: them in the

laber-movement and to link them in-
separably with the slogan of a work-
ers’ government as the capstone of
the program and as the only sure
and durable means of achieving most
effectively the aspirations of the

masses themselves.

REVOLUTIONARY CHARACTER
OF TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM

The. concretization of the tiansu-
tional program-in the post-war pe-
riod must follow the same guiding

,"s{)(:lahsm. “Thersin

line. This cannot be done without re-
jeeting the concept that the- con-
sciousness of the masses in the
United States has already reached a
high socialist level or that it is even
approximately equivalent to the con-
sciousness of the European workers,
nor without rejecting the ‘concept
that the crisis of world capitalism
rages with equal intensity in all cap-
italist coyntries or that the United
States is today in a pre-revolution-
ary crisis, that is, a crisis directly
preceding the revolutionary crisis in
which the immediate struggle for
state power .is posed before the
masses as a concrete possibility, nor
without rejecting the concept of the
inherent revolutionary character of
certain slogans and the inherent re-
formist character of all others.

Those slogans are revolutionary
which are capable of setting wide
sections of the advanced workers into
action as a class against the bour-
geoisie and its state, along the road
to the seizure of  power.. Those slo-
gans are refnrrpisl which help recon-
cile the workers'with the bourgeoisie
and its state, which promote class
collaboration finstead of class strug-
gle, which deepen the petty bourgeois
illusions of the workers in' the course
of their own expérience in fighting for
even the most modest of progressive
class demands.

Hence, it is not necessary al every.

stage of the strulggle to put forward
“more radical” demands than those
initiated by the’ "asses themselves.
It is necessary very stage to urge

the masses t%ﬂght for their de-

fands’ by ‘the ej;‘fiods of thé inde-
militant and aggressive means, to
fight for them with the utmost con-
sistency, and to. emphasize at every
stage that the effective realization of
the aspirations of the masses re-
quu'es a atmg’g&,e which cannot but

function o‘f the revoiutlonary van-
guard in the wo‘rkmg class and the
essentially ‘ revolutionary , character
of the transitiopal program.

GM Strike Program--
The Slogans Applied -

It is false and self-sterilizing to
try to impose upon the working class
the programmatic formulations
which the revolutionary party has
arrived at in anticipation of the

needs and demands of the workers,.

or to’ deal with the hesitations, er-
rors and illusions of the workers by
doctrinaire lectures; it is correct to
seize upon even the most confused
initiative of the workers when they
are actually in struggle with the
capitalist class and to give their de-
mands the most revolutionary inter-

" pretations, the ones best calculated

to heighten their class consciousness
and to speed them on the road to
workers’ power.

The program and agitation devel-

oped by our party in connection with-

the demands of the General Motors
workers is an excellent example of
the way in which the revolutionists
can connect the demands initiated by
with all
their democratic and reformist illu-
sion, with the transltmnal program

* of the party.

The GM program as developed by
Reuther does not explicitly break with
the traditional reformist, class col-
laborationist and bourgeois demo-
cratic ideology of the trade unions.
However, implicit in this program are
demands which, if fought for by class
struggle methods, lead o a breach of
traditional ¢lass relations under capi-
talism and the establishment of the
first forms of workers' contrel of
production, It was precisely the abil-
ity of our parly to see through the
reformist and trade unionist form of’
these demands and seize upon their
essence, which is fhoronghly revolu-
tionary in its implications, ‘that made
of this such an excellent example of
how to link up our tranmsitional pro-
gram with the objectively revolution-
ary demands which an unstable capi-
talism forces the workérs to put forth.

The UAW demanded “Wage In-
creases Without Price Rises” and
demanded that prices and profits be
subject to collective bargammg
along with wages. If Reuther, in-
tended this for miore than a maneu-
ver to expose the corporations as the

~'source of puce mefeases and there-

by win the support of the middle
class “public” (an entirely justified
and commendable tactic), he cer-
tainly did not intend it to go beyond
some class collaborationist labor-
management set-up which gave the
union officials voice in what has hith-
erto been .the exclusive sphere of
management. But Reuther’s subjec-
tive intentions are of little interest
to the Marxist party. What is of in-

terest to us is that if these demands

were realized by the strike struggles
of the workers and under the influ-
ence of revolutionary socialist agi-
tatlon, they would create dual power
in the factories. It is not the bare
form of the slogan “Wage Increases
Without Price Increases” that is de-
cisive, it is by what methods it is
fought for that determines its con-
tent—whether reformist or revolu-
tionary.

NOT NECESSARY TO
INVENT PROGRAM

The struggle for the GM Program
has shown that it is not necessary
to invent programs for the workers.
The real ability of a revolutionary
socialist party is revealed to the ex-
tent that it can take hold of the
workers’ own program and clarify it
to them by drawing to the full all the
revolutionary socialist implications
of the demands which the workers
themselves are driven to raise by the
contradictions of capitalism.

The ability of our party to upply
the transitional progrom to the ac-
tual issues before thé working class
was' further revealed in the struggle
against rising prices, particularly

-when they rose with crisis speed that

threatened to wipe out the gains of
the strike wave, Our party extracted
from the GM Program the key con-
cept which links wage increases to
price controls by means of workers'
committees fo control prices at the
point of production. The result was

that our party was able to base it-

self upon a key concept that issued
from the workers' own struggles and
elaborate it info a comprehensive

program of price control through in-.
dependent class action.
GM Progrcm concept as ihe starting

Taking the

kY ’-ﬁwernment and
¢s the speeial -

polnf our program called for work-
ers' committees to control prices on
a department, plant, industry, region-
al and national basis and to extend
such controls from the source of raw
materials, ‘through the manifacturing
and. processing stages and down
throughout the channels. of distribu-
tion where it links up with our de-
mand for neighborhood commitiees of
housewives' and consumers' move-
ments.

This program was further round-
ed out by the demand that wherever
contracts are under negotiation
workers demand an escalator clause
(sliding scale of wages) as a safe-

guard against further price increas-
es. The latter we raised, however, as
a subsidiary, defensive and ‘primar-

,tion of the mags moveme
.orating. it anto A sweeping, pmgram :

ily trade unionist dcmand This price
control program of the Workers
Party is another example of how to
apply ,our transitional program to
the spemﬁc issues confronting the
working clasg, byiseizing hold of that;
already raised by an important sec-
ent and elab-

of . direct -workers’ intervention -into,
the economy through class organs of
control.

The applicability of the GM Pro-
gram, in the form we have presented
it, to the many problems confronting
the working class in this past period .
indicates that it will ‘continué to be
the wessential framework 'for the
presentation of our transitional pro-
gram during the boom period.

Political Reallignments
And the Labor Party

The outstanding’ political develop-
ments since the end of the war are
‘(a) the speeded-up disintegration of
the “Roosevelt coalition,” (b) the
transition of the labor movement
from a pro-Administration to an in-
creasingly anti-Administration force
and (e) the blind alley of PACism
which gives rise to widespread third
party demands in the ranks of labor.

The disintegration of the “Roose- .

velt coalition” was already under
way by 1940 but was slowed down
by the “national unity’ pressure en-
gendered by the war. The 1942 Con-
gressional elections in particular re-
vealed that the Middle Western farm
vote and the small town and urban
middle class had definitely swung
back to the Republican Party. The
1944 convention of the Democratic
Party showed that the coalition econ-
sisted primarily of the reactionary,
anti-labor South, on the one hand,
and the labor movement (spearhead-
ed by the PAC), on the other, with
the Northern “big city” political
machines acting as the brokers be-
tween these. directly antagonistic
forces. The coalition could only be
maintained by a’' compromise that
placed the latter in control with their
choice, Truman, nominated for Vice-
president as against the candidates
of the two extreme wmgs, Byrnes
and Wallace.

"The end of the war and the s‘harp-
ening class struggles in the form of

g suceession of tremendous strike
pendent class struggle, by thé most .

waves and clashes over price control
have placed extreme strains upon the
remnants of the coalition which in-
dicate that its extremes—Ilabor and
the South—will soon be forced to
part ways. This process has been
accelerated by the inept and. clumsy
efforts of Truman (as compared
with Roosevelt) to hold together
these extremes as the 1ndlspensable
base for a Democratic majority. Tru-
man’s intervention in the GM strike
with his “facting-finding” boards and
“thirty-day cooling off” proposals
earned for him the immediate and
united opposition of the entire labor
movement, including William
Green’s threat to ‘“follow the Brit-
ish method.”

However, this storm was a mere
prelude to the tempest unloosed by
Truman's strike-breaking role in: the
railroad strike, The latter drove a
‘wedge into labor's relations with the

Administration, which will have long-

term and far-reaching results. 14 re-
vealed with dramatic and startling
suddenness the blind alley into which
PACism had led labor when only ten
Congressmen voted against the Tru-
man proposals out of a Congress that
PAC had hailed as "pro-labor" when
it was elected in 1944 with PAC en-
dorsements. It was this event, also,
that unloosened a flood of “third par-
ty" threats on the part of the desper-
ate labor bureaucracy and remewed
interest in labor party talk generally
throughout the labor movement. ‘This
development is further spurred on by
the need of the bourgeoisie to pass
some sort of legislation which will
cripple the ability of the trade unions

to wage strikes. This need is born of

the inability of the bourgeoisie to
cope with strikes through the tradi-
tional means of thugs. subs. police,
ete. .

Every important issue before the
present Congress has revealed a con-
sistent line-up of Southern Demo-
crats against the Congressmen from
the industrial areas (mostly Demo-

crats) who are wunder the direct-
pressure of their working clas_s con-

stituents. Just what kind of politi-
cal realignments this presages on
the American scene cannot be pre-
dicted with certainty because of the
many contradictory factors involved.
The chief elements are (a) the so-
cial conservatism of the Middle
Western and Western farmers in
this period, based upon the relative
prosperity of agriculture, which
robs labor of one of its natural allies
in the struggle against big .capital,
(b) the political effects of the trade
union organization drive in the
South upon the Southern Democratic
Party, (c) the effect of a possible
Republican victory in the Congres-
sional elections of this year upon the
growing split in the Democratie coa-
lition and (d) the amount of liberal
Republican support that develops for
a_merger with New Deal elements
and labor in a third party.

MOBILIZING LABOR
IN POLITICAL ACTION

The 1946 elections will take place
without any of the questions in-
volved in a realignment being re-
solved.” Traditional party lines and
traditional tactics will prevail,
though it is likely, for the last time.
The PAC will make one last effort
to elect a “pro-labor” Congress, an
effort. that is doomed to more cer-
tain failure than ever before. The
prospects are for a more reactionary
Congress than the present one and
this develcpment may prove the
‘death’ Blow to PACism. " o m e

This situation demands of our party
not only the continuation of its force-
ful propaganda for a labor party in-
dependent of the bourgeois parties,
but it demands more specific ancly-
sis of the political alignments’ taking .
shape and the specific intervention of
our party in each development to spur
on all tendencies toward class polifi-
cal independence and to oppose all
tendencies toward some new bour-
geois-laber coalition in- the- form of
a third party. The situation also re-
quires that our fight for. the labor
party be more actively pursued in
the trade unions, where we must find
ways to make specific proposals for
action toward the.actual organiza-
tion of independent labor political
bodies.

However, it is necessary that our
party examine each new political
alignment of labor by going beneath
surface appearances and seeking the
class essence of the movement. Above
all it ‘'would be wrong to condemn.
out of hand any new political move-
ment merely because it denies that
it is a labor party and proclaims it-
self a “third party” or a “people’s
party.” While fighting against the
Wallaces and La Guardias playing a
role in a labor political movement,
even as figureheads, the party must
not be misled into sectarian errors
merely because of their presence. A
party that bases itself upon 15 mil-
lion organized workers, represented
by their trade unions, and ‘is con-
trolled by the labor movement and
expresses its demands must  be
judged on the basis of this class con-
tent. No labor party will spring into
existence pure and undefiled other
than one we ourselves would create.
If, however, labor enters into a new
party with the Democratic “city ma-
chines” and liberal Republicans
while the Southern Demoerats unite
with the conservative Republicans,
the labor movement will once more
emerge as the tail to the bourgeois-

" liberal kite. Tts rolé& ‘would not differ

in any essentials from:that under the
Roosevelt coalition.

In the U. S. and Its Role -

We reject the theory that the Sta-
linist party is a reformist party in
the traditional sense of the word,
namely, a party devoted to the main-
tenance of capitalist democracy or
aiming at its “gradual reform” into
a socialist society. This applies not
only to the Stalinist party in Russia
but, with the necessary changes, to
the Stalinist parties in the capitalist
countries. The Stalinist parties are

totalitarian parties, anti-democratic, .

anti - working eclass, . anti - socialist.
This has already been set forth in

-the resolutlon on the ‘international
_,sﬂ;uatlon Nevertheless, ne:ther are
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the. Stalinist parties totalitarian’®
partles in the traditional sense, that
is, in the purely fascist sense.

The demoralized petty-bourgeois,

declassed and working class elements

who join the,fascist party do so on

the basis of opposition to Marxism, ,

to the organized labor movement, to
revolutionary socialism. The same
elements, but above all the working
class elements, usually join the Sta-
linist party because, generally speak-
ing,. they see in it the embodiment
and carrier of the Russian. Bolshevik
Revolution; the party ‘of Ma‘rmsm,

the party of struggle against capi- ;

talism, the palty of- struggle"-for 80- '
c¢ialism. This is a monstrous 1[1uswn
in no way warranted by their
of Stalinism, but’ it ‘is-an
that is of vital importance to the
_revolutionary Marxists who have the’
problem of combatting Stalinism and
of wmnmg to their side the workers
duped by it. How vitaly fmportant
this is, is demonstrated by the ob-
jective results of the various politi- =
cal . turns made by the Stalinist =
party. % :

“TURNS MOTIVATED BY . Fec

I(REMI.IN INTERES‘!’S ;3 AN
‘The-Stalinist turns;. 10’ the £‘right”
as well as their turns t6'the “left,”
canriot be judgéd by conventional
standards. They are not’determined, *
in the first place; by class ralatlons:
in the given- capitalist countries or
by the pressure of the masses. They
are determined primarily and essen- -
tially by the changing political needs
of the Russian ruling class. The
clearest example of this was the so-

called “left turn” of the Stalinist =

parties in the capitalist countries ” -
following the signing of the Stalin-
Hitler pact. This “left turn” did' not
correspund to a leftward turn-of the
masses in the demoeratic capitalist
countries or to the leftward pressure
of the masses, but solely and simply
to the reactionary interests of the
Kremlin. {

However, although these are the

interests which determine the. turns of -

the Stalinist parties and their politics
in general, the objective consequences
of these turns, especially in the work-
ing claés movement, have an indepen-

dent significance of their own. Thus,

a "rightward turn" of the Stalinists
facilitates the struggle against Sta-
linism conducted by the revolutionary
Marxists in the ranks of the working
class; a "lefiward turn," such ds the

Stalinists in this country have recent-

ly made in accordance with the Krem-
lin's foreign political needs, usually

renders more difficult or at least com- .
plicates ‘the tasks of the' revolution-

isls in the labor movement, among
which is the task of distinguishing our-
selves from Stalinism and combatting
its influence and its demagogy. This
is due simply to ‘the fact that a “more
radical" line of the Stalinists makes
it easier for them to win, or win buck.
workers to their banner.

It'is important to note that the
limits within which these “leftward
turns” of the Stalinists are effective
in influencing advanced working
class elements are being constantly.
.na1rowed down by "virtue ‘of" the.
‘prowing’ realization amonz all see-
tions of the population-that the “rad-
icalism,” as well as the “opportu-
nism,”
to do with the interests of the work-
ing class but is dictated solely by the |
interests ‘of the Kremlin. In :spite:
of - this, the fact remains that! the
Stalinists have not yet exhausted

their possibilities of maneuvering in

the labor movement and of deceiv-
ing’ working <¢lass militants. The
party takes the general position of
uncompromlsmg opposition to the

totalitarian Stalinist party in the
United States. This means that, as '

a general rule, the party calls upon
all workers to fight in every union

contest against the Stalinist' faction

and its attempts to capture the labor.
movement or any section of it. Save

in exceptional cases, as, for. example,

where the opposition to,Stalinism is -
composed of reactionary, fascist, an-
ti-Semitic or racketeering elements,

the party follows the policy -of join-

ing with all genuine working class

elemenits, primarily with the pro-
‘gressives and militants, against Sta-:
linist leadership or Stalinist bids for
leadership.

APPROACH TO CP
RANK AND FILE _ .
In the political field, again save
in -exceptional circumstances, the
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
party follows the policy of opposing
candidates running for office on the
Stalinist ticket. In both the trade
union and political fields, we base
our opposition to support of the Sta-
linists on the ground of our opposi-
tion to a totalitarian, anti-democrat-
iec and anti-working class agency of
a reactionary, despotic foreign
power. )

For the same reason, as well as
for the practical reason of .its utter
impracticability, the party does not
make proposals to the Stalinist party
leadership for united front activities,
even though it favors participation
in genuine united fronts of the
working class and its organizations
in which the Stalinist party may be
a part. However, this attitude to-
ward the Stalinist party cannot sim-
‘ply be duplicated in the contact and
relations into which we enter, and
must seek to enter, with rank and
file Stalinist workers. It is not only
‘permissible but in many cases nee-
essary not only to approach these
workers with the most friendly and
sympathetic attitude but also to pro-
pose joint actions with them on a
shop or local union scale on conerete
-issues of the day. Such joint actions
can be proposed especially under

~ “Operation Dixie”
- Its Political Meaning

~ The campaign of organized labor
to organize the South cannot be con-
gidered as a routine recruitment
‘drive or as an accidental, temporary
and inconsequential phenomenon.
‘There are deep and powerful driv-
ing forees behind it, and correspond-
ingly it will have deep and power-
ful effects upon American politics
‘and American social development,
as well as upon the development of
the struggle of thie Negro people in
the United States for full social
‘equality. The laber movement, its
‘officialdom included, have had their
,.attention forcefully called, in recent
‘times, to the inseparable connection
between economies and politics, be-
tween trade union struggle for
wages and the political struggle for
1fluencing and controlling the gov-
nment. The so-called shield of the

< tbor movement, the New Deal sec-
uion of the Democratic Party, has
been  repeatedly pierced and shat-
tered by the reactionary ' Bourbon
“section of the Democratic Party in

the South, which exercises an in-

these conditions, and in such a way,
as is calculated to deepen the latent
conflict 'between -the working ' class
and socialist aspirations of the Sta-
linist workers and the anti-working
class, anti-socialist.aims and policies
of théir party, and to accelerate
their break with Stalinism in the
diréction of revolutionary socialism.
In the case of joint actions with
rank and file Stalinist workers or
with groups of Stalinist workers or
Stalinist sympathizers, the ‘princi-
ples, methods and tactics of the
united front retain all their wvalid-
ity and ‘temain in full force. Our
struggle against'Stalinism in the la-
bor movemerit, of which joint ac-
tions with ‘rank and file Stalinist
workers wherever possible is one
part, can be effectively carried on
by eounterposing to the Stalinist de-
fense of Russian imperialism our de-
mands for demoeratic rights and na-
tional freedom, by counterposing-to
Stalinist bureaucratisim in the unions
the demand for workers democracy,
by counterposing to the -Stalinist
policy of ‘maneuvering, intrigue and
collaboration with bourgeois politi-
cians and bourgeois polities our pro-
gram of independent, democratically
organized and controlled working
class political action, ete.
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creasing influencée not'only in the
party but in the national legislative
bodies. This Bourbon wing joining
or joined by the Northérn Republi-
ean reactionaries systematically can-
cels out or threaténs to cancel out in
Congress all the gains that labor
niakes or tries to make in the eco-
nomic ' field.

Hence, the organizing drive of the
CIO (and, to an extent, of the ATL)
in the South.

It is of symptomatic significance
that this has not been and is not
conceived of as a simple recruiting
drive. The CIO organizers are either

at the same time organizers for the

PAC or-act as trail-blazers for PAC
organizers. Although for the time
being, in its political aspects, the
CIO-PAC drive in the South may be
considered as a last desperate effort
to keep the Democratic Party “on
the side of labor” and thus avoid
the organization of an independent
political party by the workers, the
fundamental hopelessness of this re-
getionary aim signifies that this new

and massive political intervention
by labor in the South can only widen
and mationalize the future basis of
an independent labor party. The sig-
nificanceé of the drive is, however
greater even' than- this.”’ . 1

It Is-aBselufely impossible to think
“of organizing the South into the Tabor
movement without organiting hundreds
of thousands 6f Negro proletarians
and semi-proletarians. The Cl1O in par-
ticular has ' demonstratéd that the
type of organization it carries on and
the type of industries which it seeks
“fo' orgunize make it impossible to
maintain the traditional Jim Crow
barriers in the union movement which
the AFL ‘has so long maintained in the
South. The destruction of the Jim Crow
barrier inside” the labor movement,
once it'is established in the South—
and it can be established only in the
course of the most savage and vioient
struggles there—is the beginning of
“the explosion of Jim Crow throughout
Southern society. )

By the same token the organiza-
tion of the Negroes in the South in-
to the CIO cannot but have the most
revolutionary consequences for the
development-of the Negro people and
their struggle. At the present fime
the Negro people in the United
States is politically more or less
homogeneous. Unlike the population
as a whole, it is not divided into class

organizations. This is not a sign of .

the political advancement of the Ne-
gro people but of its- political and
social backwardness. The unity of
the Negro people as a whole, a peo-
ple which is overwhelmingly plebian
in social composition, is absolutely
justified in the struggle against
white imperialist oppression. The
unity that exists foday is, however,

an expression of ‘the backwardness’

.of the Negro people,

"HISTORIC IMPORTANCE
FOR CLASS STRUGGLE

The indispensable prerequisite to
a fighting unity of the Negro people
on a progressive and effective basis
is the political and “organizational”

differentiation of the Negro people
into class organizations,- tendencies
and movements. In the course of
this. differentiation the Negro prole-
tarians, allied with the white prole-
tarians, will be in a position to take
the leadership of the whole Negro
people, a leadership without which
the struggle of the Negroes for
equality is doomed to petty-bourgeois
ineffectualness, capitulation, or out-
right sterility. The unity of the Ne-
gro people, in -other words, can and
must be established first by the sepa-
ration of the Negro people into class
movements and then by its realliance
under the leadership of the prole-
tariat. ~

From the standpoint of this per-
spective and this necessity, the CIO
drive into the South is of the most
vital and even of historic importance
for the development of the class
struggle in the United States and
for the development of the struggle
of the Negro people for equality.

For the same fundamental redsons
the party, while supporting the strug-
gle, ric ‘matter how limited, of $he Ne-
gro people today in the direction of
‘social ‘equulity dnd against white op-
pression, seeks at all times %o sepa-
rate out of the Negro people the Ne-
gro proletarians and to help organize
them into their own class orgahiza-
tions- or info ‘organiaztions in- Which
their class leadership'is “firmly ‘estab-
‘lished. Only’' by proceeding with this
fundamental conception is it possible
for revolutionisis to jeoin ‘and partici-
pate in the vork of the present-day
bourgeois or petty bourgeois Negro
organizations.

Any other analysis or approach to
the Negro question in the United
States leads to opportunism and
helps delay the erystallization of the
Negro proletarian leadership which,
allied with the proletarian move-
ment in general, is alone capable of
fruectifying the democratic struggle
of the Negro people as a whole
against white oppression and for
full, unrestricted social equality.

Our Poliical Line
In the Coming Period.

Though the presentation- of our
line in the mass movement, general
party agitation and Marxist propa-
ganda interrelate and overlap, it is
necessary that the party clearly un-
‘derstand’ the points of emphasis in
these three general spheres.

The Books You Want fo Own at Prices Yot Can Afford
Through Menﬁbership mthe

PROGRESSIVE BOOK CLUB

i

Our Current :'S.é'leéﬁ;ﬁ:—-l

An.-}dnf'ho.lo)gy of Prison Literature"

“One of the very few of the many anthologies that are now appearing that
has @ real unifying factor and an important purpose.”—NEW YORK TIMES.

“The historical and biographical notes of the editor are scholarly and of -}
a,_caliber worthy of the men, ideas and movements with which he deals.
Many of the writings which the book contains are not to be found elstwhere.
...an ‘effective commentary upon the history of western civilization.”—LABOR

ACTION.

“A unigiie fabulous huge book, deeply moving, impassioned and enter- :

taiping.—NEW YORK POST. _

ieredi i waplihGnd SRg. BE man) s

edited by I. Abramowitz

3

F_— N

HOW THE CLUB WORKS -

Tt costs vou nothing to join THIE PRO-
GRESSIVE BOOK CLUB, no dues or fees
of any kind. You pay for the books you se-
+lect-after vou receive them, and at a cost
of no more than $1,85 (plus a few cents
handling and mailing) for books selling at

-

© o retall up to $5.00.

'AMONG THOSE PRESENT

The Letters of SACCO AND VANZETTI—BABEUF and the Conspiracy
of the Equals—FERRER Pleads for the Modern School—Defense of
Strategy, TOUSSAINT L’'OUVERTURE—ROSA LUXEMBURG'S Letters
to Friends—ODELL WALLER! a Legal Lynching—The Cross-Examina-
tidn of JOHN BROWN—_LENIN 'on' Books and Underwear—OSCAR

As a member yvou receive the Club-publi- WILDE E'x'])lﬂifls_l_'l_fs 'Cbﬁdu_ct—JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, the Pandit So-

‘eation, BOOKS IN PROGRESS, each month
with a careful report about the Club selec-
tion along with other book news. If you

“want the book you do nothing, and let it
come. 1f you do not wish the book simply

send a posteard rejecting it.

'm addition to the great advantage of
t}'\{r, one low price policy, every member
receives a free premium upon joining the
~Club. Then with every four selections you
decide to purchase you receive a free book

dividend.

Your only obligation as a member is to
purchase no fewer than four book selec-
tions in any twelve-month period, and you
can cancel your subseription at any time

thereafter.

THE PROGRESSIVIE BOOK .CLUB
4250 Broadway, New York 33, N. Y.

lease enroll me as a member in The
iz . It is funder—
atood that I may purchase as lew as

. gelections, and these at the special
- (plus .15

Progressive  Book Club.

membership price of @ §1.85
c¢ents mailing and handling)

- As-my first selection send me°THE
GREAT PRISONERS and as my free

new member's: premium send me—
Note on Literary Criticism
[0 American Medicine Mobilizes
O Falling Thru Space
] Men and Coal

qup_
Address....

City-. - Z0
[} bill me upon receipt [Jc

_Zone......State ..
heck enclosed

cialist—SOCRATES’ Immortal Apology—First English T’ra_n_sla.sion _br
BAKUNIN’S 'Confession—TOM PAINE on World Citizenship—Convict
No. 9653, EUGENE VICTOR DEBS—And Many Others

Retail Price ................. $4.95 To Members ............ $'|.85

' FIIEE Bonus . . :Qhoése. a Free Bonus |

¥ oy '..'.‘.‘ i o L)
ook for Joining Now
'A NOTE ON LITERARY CRITI- .
CISM, by James T. Farr,‘:l_l'
“An important study of literary
trends.” - <o _
AMERICAN MEDICINE MOBIL-
IZES, by James Rorty o
“An exposé of the A.M.A. and its
work.” y
MEN AND COAL, by McAlister
Coleman e me-n , /
“The story of the men who dig the
nation’s coal and their union.”
FALLING THRU SPACE, by Rich-
ard Hillery. : )
“A ‘young. Briton’s reaction to or- |

ganized patriotism and emotion.”

The political line, as translated in-
to Marxist politics in the mass move-
ment, revolves around two key con-
cepts—the party’s elaboration of the
GM strike program and the slogan
of “Turn’ the--PAC into a Labor
Party.”

These two concepts are put for-
ward- under these slogans:

FOR THE GM STRIKE PRO-
GRAM! ... , % :

Vdage Increases Without Price
Rises! .

Open the Books! For Workers' In-
spection and Control!

‘For Workers' Control of Prices at
Point of Production!”

For: Price 'Control Committees of
Housewives and Consumers!

FOR AN INDEPENDENT LA-
BOR PARTY!

Against Government Strikebreak-
ing! " vz
Against the Anti-Labor Offensive

in Congress! 5

These two concepts can serve as
our most effective wvehicles in ap-
proaching the masses. Because in
our understanding and use of them,
they are imbued with a solid revolu-
tionary socialist content, they be-
come intimately . related with the
general agitation of the-party.

The key questionis on which this

In Indie - -

(Contihued from page 5)

and hold India together. This unity
must take place regardless of race,
community or religion; and must be
based on the fight for national free-
dom. _ T g

But unity of India kas become a
difficult, an increasingly difficult prop-
osition to work out.  The Trotskyists
recognize that o futare India must be
a federated India, with the differing
national tendencies in the lund having
the right  to self-determination, as
well as the right to federate freely to
a free India. This correct idea mus?
be now-coupled with the championing
of the idea that all minority commu-
nities within India (Moslems, Sikhs,
ete.) also huve the right of self-deter-
mination; the right to form their own
state within India; the right-to vote
and express themselves on this issue.
The. workers and their revolutionary
leddership cun' hold the ‘country tfo-
gether only ‘on the basis of advocacy
“of “genuine, full and wnqualified de-

‘motraty =~ u demotracy guaranteed

o all the hetérogéneons communities
‘and groups within the counfry.
Only the workers can li:i{)ld India
together and prevent a disastrous
communal warfare—this is absolute-
ly true, but only if understood in the
séense we Have outlined above. Demo-
cratic self-determination for all com-
munities, races, national groups, ete.,
that desire it—this can lead to a
unity based upon free will and vol-
untary agreement between those in-
volved. The Trotskyists of India
must champion such a program if
they, are to exert any influence in

“preventing further disintegration.

agitation must be concentrated are:
Workers' Control of Production,
Natignalization of Industry,
For a Workers Government
and such specific issues as housing,
peacetime conscription and militari-
zation, the atom bomb and the war
danger, the fight for Negro rights,
the veterans, the native fascists,

In promoting its agitation and en- .

‘ergetically pursuing a course of put-

ting its political line before the

working eclass, the party remains
vitally conscious of the requirements
of revolutionary propagende - and
édieation from the point of view of
Marxist theory. In seeking to build
theé revolutionary party of the Amer-
ican proletariat, the parfy establish-
es the indispensability of an edu-
cated vanguard. The field of Marxist
education and propaganda is vast,
and the'?arty Proposes to ignore no
section of it. However, given the spe-
cial needs of the party at this stage,

and the faet that these needs have
been neglected in the past for a va-
riety of reasons, special attention
must be specifically given to the fol-
lowing, particularly in the expanded
LABOR ACTION and in The New
International ; y
The Truth about Russia (wages,
terror, trials, etec.), i
WP Position on Russia (theory
of bureaucratic collectivism),
Stalinism as a World Movement
(nature, methods; aims, etc.),
Anti-Semitism and the Jewish
Question,
Political Events in Washington,
Statification of Economy,
Basic Sociological Trends in
U. 8. (shifts of population,
industries, income groups, ed-
ucation, regional studies, ete.),
Changes in American Economy
(effects of New Deal, "war
economy, relations of banking
to industrial capital).

A Summary Statement

Just as in its international rela-
tionts the course of victorious United
States imperialism will be wracked
by ‘erises and conflicts no less serious
in ‘their sum than those that pro-
duced World War II, so will the
sparks of class conflict and economic

cycle in the United States itself ex- -

pose the inner core of capitalist in-
stability. American ecapitalism may
achieve a surface stability, certainly
in comparison with the rest of the
world over a great part of which it
stands as master. Beneath that sur-

face, however, the explosive ¢lements-

of capitalist chaos, imperialist rival-

ry, class warfare and international
discontent are easily discernible.
Alone among the capitalist nations,
the United States is today capable of
continuing the wartime economic re-
‘wival into a'period-of peacetime boom.
But the teonomic enmergies that were

_released by the war's termination are

paralleled by the class:energy of the
American praletariat. Yigorous: eco-
nomic action, as.characteristic of the
American working class as its.politi-
cal backwardness, will be particular-
1y characteristic of the period ahead.
To: translate - this-class vigor into po-
litical independence -is at once: the
great need of the American working
class: ond- the particular responsibility
of revolutionists. Linked with this re-
sponsibility .are opportunities ofi.gen-
uine dimension. The party proved its
revolutionary measure and its distine-
tive ability to- convey the transitional
program into the specific context of
the American. life -during. the -war
years. With a. membership deeply
rooted .in the factories and unions,
and armed with the transitional. pro-
gram, the party has every reason to
face the period ahead with confidence
in its growth and the reception of its
program,

The coming period will.be one of
great préparation for the future.
The party must learn how to apply
its transitional program din the light
of the coming class battles and learn
how to link them to the immediate

needs of the masses as well as to our -

ultimate goal which i§ the-establish-
ment of a socialist United States.

By S. BERG

In the past few days a strike wave
in the factories of the Paris region
has brought about a full scale cabi-
net crisis, with the Communist Party
actually ousted from the Cabinet
for the first time since it entered in
1945. At the present time the usual
sordid jockeying is going on among
the various major parties, looking
toward the formation of a new coali-
tion eabinet. The item of major sig-
nificance in the whole ecrisis, how-
ever, is the fact that the Communist
Party found itself forced to back
the strikers’ demands, and, that the
“left ‘wing” of the Socialists, Which
controls about fifty per cent of the
party’s ‘National Council, is afraid
to back any cabinet without CP: par-
ticipation. The result is a complete
absence of stability in ‘the 'parlia-
mentary regime, with every. solution
teniporary and leading quickly to a
new Crisis.

It will be most instructive if we
review quickly the wage  situation
during the past period. To sum up
the CP’s attitude during the past pe-
riod, we can say simply that both
the Stalinists and the Socialists
preached an economie policy similar
to that of -the Republicans in the
United States—namely, 'a- wage
freeze to avoid inflation, accompa-
nied by industrial peace and produe-
tion, and more production, which
would eventually bring home the ba-
con to the average worker. In the

conservative United States, the ordi-

nary non-political labor leaders had
to reject such an orientation, and in
their own inadequate way follow a
more . radical policy, demanding
raises and ealling nationwide strikes.
it is clear, in the condition of French
capitalism, that. any policy of- deter-
mined struggle for improvement of
the workers’ conditions would lead
to a struggle for power.

RESULTS. OF CP. POLICY

The French Socialists and Stalin-
ists lived, of course, in deadly fear

“of such struggle, and the result was

that from 1945 to the present day,
the number of strikes in France was
infinitesimal. Furthermore, those

large strikes, few in number,. that
“took place, did not occur in heavy

industry, where the Stalinists have
a -heavy majority, but among the
cemmunications workers and the
printers. The constantly rising
prices, the curse of the black market,
combined with the lid clamped down
on the workers from above by the
Stalinist union. !leadership, led to
partial' demoralization of the work-
ers, and a falling away from union
activity. In some trades the conserv-
-ative Christian unions began to grow
at the expense of the CGT. t
At this point the Trotskyists and

‘How the Parisian
Strike Wave Spread

other revolutionary #rade .unionists,
grouped together in the revolutionary
caucus called "Friends of the Work-
ers Front," began to popularize two
demands—(1) the formation of rank
and file committees of struggle to
unife in action in the plants not only
the CGT members but all those whose
disqust with the CGT's passivity had
led them to fell away from the union
and (2) an immediate five franc an
hour increase.

Several months ago, the Unic fae-
tory in Paris went on strike for such
an increase and was successful in a
few hours in gaining its demand.
This factory has a-strong Trotskyist
group. In the ensuing weeks several
small metal plants in the region won
similar struggles, in no case lasting
more than a few days. Meanwhile
the great industrial giants of the
area remained guiescent,

STRIKES IN RENAULT

At last, in the middle of February,
quickie strikes began to take place
in the. various. departments of* the
huge Renault auto plant with its
30,000 workers. The largést of these
strikes took place from February 21
to 28, and covered 1,000 workers.

These stoppages, however, were iso-

lated, and thereby comparatively in-
effective, winning increases of one
to two franes an hou¥. Realizing this
inadequacy the revolutionary  ele-
ments in the plant felt themselves at
last ready to organize for action. In
March, a group of young miltiants
of -varying political opinions organ-
ized a “committee of struggle”
around a two-point pr(')_gl‘am:l.

1. Ten franes per hour wage in-
crease. . ;

2, Coordination of action between
ali the departments,

The papers of the last few days

tell us the final result—the entire
Renault plant was shut down last
week with this demand.- The CGT,
led by the Stalinists, opposed the
strike when it was called. Further-

more the Renault plant is national- |

ized, and the strikers’ immediate
bosses are therefore the Ministers
of Production and Labor, both Stal-
inists. When the strikers showed
they meant business, the Communist
Party proceeded to repudiate the ac-
tions of its own CGT leaders, and
endorsed the strike.: The CGT, in
turn, reversed its position. '

Already 23,000 workers in other
shops of the Paris region have joined
the strike. The about face of the
CGT leaders demonstiates how des-
perately they feared a loosening of
their grip on the unions. The coming
period will demonstrate-to what ex-
tént the committees of struggle can
spread and the revolutionary mili-
tants gain the leadership of the
French workers.

SUNDAY EVENING
May, 25, 8 O'Clock

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN
WORKERS RELIEF
Presenfs Béneﬁf Showing of
 "KAMERADSCHAFT"
Famous German Film of French-German g
Working Class Solidarity

.Aainis‘s_i'an—si.zo (Fax included)
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“lden. to 10:30 p.m.

anu
Write to Box 221 for inrormntlon

BAI.TIMORE

Headquarteref.zl' Wesdt Preston St.

Meetings 'of.Soclalist Youth League
held every I‘rlday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second I‘rl-
duy of each month.

For details . of Workers
branch, contact above address.

Party

- BUFFALO

HEADQUARTERS ! 639 Mam S8t.

Open meétings on Sunday evenings.

Social, Saturday, May 24, 8:30 p.m.
Dd,ncmg, refreshments, games. Ad-
mission free. Labor Actlon Hall, 633
Main St., second floor.

CHICAGO PR
. LABOR ACTION, 1501 w Madison,
3nd- floor,s ;Chicago: 'L. S U
J Telephone—GH.mnpeale BTI8 =
Ofoe fiours: 3:5:86" pih' diily, ex-
¢ept Jundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day eveninygs,

CLEVELAND

The Tlevelend branch of the Work-
ers Party A meets every Sunday at
8:00  p.m.

The, Cleveland braneh of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Iriday
at 8:00 p.m.

For additional
to Bernard Douglas, P. O.
Cleveland. 3, Ohio. . i

DETROIT
Headgudrters:
9 and 10.-Telephone:
Write: or -phone  for
abotit the discussion group on
Haism."”

LOS ANGELES

New headquarters address: LABUR

infor matmn, write
Box 1140,

6341 ' Gratiot, Rooms
FPLaza: 55659,

information
“Sta-

ACTION, 3314 So. Grand, Los An-
geles 7. 4 .
TEL.: Richmond 7-3230 (if no an-

swer, phone AX 2-9067).
Office hours: 2 to 5 p.m. dally except
Sunday. )

LOUISVILLE ‘
For other Information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New Intérnational
and’ Workera ‘Party <~ Writé Robert
Durant, Box 1181 L.ouisville, Ky.

NEWARK
HEADQUARTERS 248. Market- St.
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m;
Baturday—s to 4 p. m. ' )
Forums . evefy Friday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market St.:
May 23, Saul Berg—“"The National
Question in Eaetern Europe,"”

" NEW YORK CITY

'CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
<third flobr. Opén every day from “10
except Saturday
unt]l § pam. -

Telephone: CHelsea 2 9&81

: ' " et i
You are 'welcome to atténd all open

‘Branch meétings of the Workers Par-

ty in' New York City.

"BRONX, BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at -8:15 pim. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., 'Bfonx.

HARLEM BRANCH: ‘Mgets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party "Heddquarfers, * 2143 '~ Seventh
Ave. (niear '126th St)), room: 106.

CENTRAL: BRANCH: Mecefs every

Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 111 West 1+tn St.,
third: flgor.. -
: GHELSEA BRANCH Meets eYerY
Thursday, §:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Uity Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third. floor.

Industrial Braneh meets Thursday
at 8:30 p.m:, at City Center, 114 W.
14th St. .

Brooklyn Downtown Branch meets
every Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at }.?b
Pulton Street, -second: floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, BAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday ‘&t 8:15 p.m. at Dé Luxe
Pdlace, 558 Hownrd Ave. {near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE Meets
every - Iriday ‘at 8:15 p 'a.t the
Workers: Party Headquar ers 276
Fu‘lton St second floor. L

READING

For- informatlon regardihg the ae-
tivities and ‘@ffairs of “the 'Readng
Branch' ¢f the Workers Party ad-
drese P 0. Bex 1671.

PHILADEI.PHIA S

‘HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
a.rd Avenue (3rd door).

Workers Party Branch meets Wed-
nesdays at 8 p.m. 3

Coming events at Labor Aection
Hall;, 1139 West Girard Avenue:

Sunday,” May *© -25—A.  symposium,
\larxmm and Seience. Invited speak-
ers’ from the scientific professions:
“The Seientific Method” ¥, K. Car-
mer; “The Dialectical Approach,'" Isa-
dore Dintzisy “Social Backgrounds of
Science,” Waltér Grey. Questions and
discussion.

Sunday.
pif-nic

ST. LOUIS.

Write Douglas Bridge, 6617 Lm bitt
Avenue, Lnlvelslty City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on the activities
of -the "Workers  Party in thé “San
I‘raneisco Bay area write:” LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 206,
Oakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE
"Write to P. O. Box 29, University
Post Office, for information.

June 14—Workers Party

For information of Workdrs Party
‘dddresses ahd activities' in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. X, . ; % Ry

PHILADELPHIA, May 3-—The fol-
lowing reselution was: adopted at the
rally held after the picketing of the

A NEW WORLD

CAN BE BUILT
BY THE PEOPLE

PHILADELPHIA May 2——-"01'1 this
May Day.of 1947 the: revelutionary
socialists have a duty and -a respon-
sibility to. inform and to show the
workingmen. that the  socialists are
not tired and are not cynical but re-
main ‘unswerving in the faith that
a new world can be-built by the
common people,” said E. R. McKin-
ney, national secrétary of the Work-
ers Party, to: a May Day audience
at Labor:Action Hall:

“May Day is a -day of commemora-
tion for labor and not a. day for
goading the workers into greater ef-
fort to produce more munitions and
wage more wars.” The speaker sum-
marized the past year's history and
deew up a tally sheet of labor's gains
‘and losses. The greatest gain lies in
the fact that the union organizations
remain strong and intact while the
defeats. on the price front and 'by
anti-union legislation have been sub-
stantial, but mot critical.

Comrade McKinney postulajed that
it may be possible for American big
business to stabilize itself temporar-
ily on the basis of foreign exploita-
tion. He warned that' American labor
must not permit itself to succumb to
this false .security which would be
based on the sweat and blood of
their brothers abroad.

The role of the labor unions in the
coming year was further amplified
by John McBride, an invited speaker
prominent in CIO activity in Phila-
delphia. McBride stated that  the
corhing crises:arising from low'wages,
high prices, ina.dequate housing; etc.,
will force the development of new
rank and file leaders in the unions if
the  present leadership -continues -its
inactivity and. blundering. :The for-
mation of an independent labor party
was - advocated .and pending the
achievement:.of such political -action
more direct action, such as a March
on Washington, was suggested.

Both spealters were introduced by
Jack Brad, organizer of the Philadel-
phia local of the Workers Party, who
extended to all those present the
gocialist  greetings of the comrades
in the local organization.

Smith meeting 'which was reported
in last week's LABOR ACTION.

More than 100 anti-fascists, assem-
bled at a rally at 1303 West Girard
Avenue, May 1, following a protest

~demonstration ‘of ‘over 250 persons
at Town Hall in protest against the

appearance of Gerald L. K. Smith,
notorious labor hater, anii- Semite,
Negro-baiter and fascist, do hereby
resolve:

Whereas Fascist Smith's meeting
could not have occurred without the
prior knowledge of the city adminis-
tration and its police organization;
and

Whereas no public information or
Wwarning was released by the admin-
istration or the police, thus aiding

and abetting the conspiracy of silence

under which Smith attempted to
sneak into Philadelphia unchal-
lenged; and '

Whereas under the seriousness of
the circumstances this is tantamount
fo collusion with the polley S0 care-
fully arlanged by G. L. K. Smith;
therefore .

Be it Resolved that this meeting
does unanimously  protest the con-
duct of Mayor Samuel and the crty
administration; and

Be It Further Resolved to make
known to the entire labor movement
of Philadelphia the part played by
Mayor Samuel and his administration
in connection with Fascist ‘Smith's
entry into this city, making this the
first city in the United States where
he has so brazenly and provocatively
dared to hold a major meeting in the
cenler of a major American munici-
pality; and

“Hall,
ganization ' 6f Albert ‘M. - Greenfiéld,

‘Resolution Adop ted
Anti-Smith Ra"y ‘.

Be It Further Resolved to condemn
the city ‘ administration’ for ‘offerihg
police protection to this Iasmst meet-
ting; and

Finally, to send copies of these re-
solves to Mayor Samuel, the néws-
papers and a1l the labor organizations
of the Greater Philadelphia area.’

Whereas the managément of Town
including the real’ estate’ or-

‘has given shelter to the faselst Ger-
ald L. K. Smith; and

Whereas ' the success of G. L. K.
Smith in holding his meeting at Town
Hall faces all of PhﬂadeIp}na, and
especially its labor movement - of
CIO, AFL, Railroad Brothérhoods
and the independent unions, with the
threat that Smith may attempt to
make Phxladelphla the center of his

" operations;

Be It Resolved to inform the labor
movement of Greater Philddelphia
of these facts and to urge the labor
mgvement eonmderatmn of a boy-
cott of the use of all Albert M. Green-
field properties, including Town Hall,
if any such facilities are again rent-
ed to Fascist Smith or any of his co-
horts; and

Be It Further Resolved to aniorm

the management of Town Hall and *

the office of Albert M. Greenfield of
these resolves,
sent to all newspapers and all organ-
izations concerned. S
Resolutions unanimously adopted
by the Anti-Fascist Rally sponsored
by the Socialist Workers Party,
1303 West Girard Avenue, and the
Workers Party, 1139 West Girard
Avenue, May 1, 1947,

Coples are still gvulluble of 'I'he Murch and Aprll
NEW INTERNATIONAL

which contain

"Nature of the Stalinist Parties"

"Nature of the Russian State"

By MAX SHACHTMAN.

Order From: THE NEW IHTERNATIONAI.

4 Court Square '

..25¢ Per Copy

Long Island Csfy 'I N. Y.

N ; i

_"Llfe Is Always

Hard Here & ki

Dear Comradé:

Your letter ga\fe me great pleas-
ure. Yes, dear friend, it is alreedy
eight months since I arrived in Ger-

- many and I have readjusted myself
- with great difficulty, for life is al-

ways very hard here. I am acquaint-
ed with all the three zones (éxcepf
the Russian)—we have friends in all
the zones—and it must be said that
one can live better in the American
zone than in the others. The Ruhr
is the worst off in all Germany from
the peint of view of the food, etc.

You wanted to know what. I need.
In -the first instance we need feod.
In eight months, for example, I;have
received four packages, two comtain-
ing food and two eclothing, The:com-
ing months, especially, are going fo
be difficuit until the new harvest. If
it is possible, get one: or two pairs
of pants for me, one.or two shirts,
leather -for resoling shoes; -and. food
—especially fats and food full of vi-
tamins—cocoa, ete., but alse cigar-
eites and coffee, for coffee and. cigar-
ettes can be exchanged for bread, po-
tatoes, meat, etc,

'The comrades who do work rarely
receive food packages; while : Nazi
families and others do not do badly
with CARE packages. I have before
me-.a clipping from a paper in: the
Russian = zome -which ' states: that
CARE supports former German no-
bles like the Duchess of Habendorf,
the Duchess of .Schweinitz, Baron
Wrangel. and others, among . them
also one.of the parents of: von: Krupp
and Bohlen .Halbach—the Gérman
armaments king. It i not astonishing
that German workers doubt the ei-
fectiveness of our relief organiza-
tion.

Dear comrade I shake your hand
very cordially” and extend my best

.fraternal_ greetmgs

Yours
O. H., Germany, Merch 27

Inthe Park
We Met a Cop

The . following letter: has bee-n_
turned over to LABOR ACTION
from the Socialist Youth League:

Dear Comrade:

You may be interested to know
what- happened . on the Baltimore
SYL hike on April 12.

-~ .

It was a beauuful day and 51xteen
of . us started out to the Maryland
State: Forest. Reserve. After unpack-
ing  our foad and_ proceeding - to
enjoy. ourselves in the sun, a police-
man strode up angrily and shouted:
“You'll al] have to leave within fif-
teen: minutes. Some of the other
campers have been complaining of

‘ the inter-racial character of your

group.” All of us were completely
stunned. One Negro boy suggested
that we stay anyway and so we did
—until along came a mounted poliee-
man who was even more angry than
the. first one and exclaimed at the
top of his voice that if - we didn't
leave -we'd all be' taken to the po-
lice station. Well we had the choice
of making this a test case or contin-
uing . with our hike; we. decided, to
continue with our hike. So. sadly we
packed up our. belongings while the
spirited Negro group sang “My Coun-
try "Tis of Thee.”

May the rocks and soil of the: Mary-
land State Forest Reserve ever re-
main free to ‘the, “pure whltes" in
our great democracy.

Comradely,
Rose.

-

G L l( Smii-h'
Speech in Philly

- Editor:

-~ May- Day received an umexpeeted
surprise. G. L. XK. Smith decided ito
make. hi§ appearance. at Town Hall.
His: presence was what is called. a
sécret session,. except to his follow-

ers.and financial supporters; who re-
" ceived private invitations. Smith re-

minded his select  audience of 300
that hiss tour- throughodt the ration
was ,always one foot ahead of the
“Communist mob.” £ T
‘Members of the 'unions, armed
forces, WP and' SWP were on the

-alert with, pickets ‘demonstrating “in

front- of the: building. ‘These groups
Smith “branded as crucifiers, hood-
lams. The AYD- was ﬁrst to receive
attention. “An orgamzatmn of young

‘gangster communists, with-a réspec-

table title to cover their true ideh-
tity.” The - Zionists: are a- terrorist

‘group. True Zionists are in mortal
fear of life and‘-limb. In.speaking,

they. must whlsper or the;«r will -be
silenced - by the organization.

Smith is devoting his life to Chris-
tian Nationalism, a front for his fas-
cist activities by which this so-called
crusader can create fear and preju-
dices. among all” ‘pecples. Smith
brands. everything that has or 1._vi11_,

communistic — Whitney,

happen as:
railroad strike, telephone sirike, etc.

“President Roosevelt was a Com-
munist. He gave the atom .bomb se-
crét to a Russian agent but it was
retrieved by a government agent and
placed in the hands of the military
authorities.

“Henry Wallace, Communist, would
not object to have run for President
—in the USSR. _

“The housing shortage is due to
foreign aliens (not naturalized citi-
zens), who are using available space,
thus depriving our veterans of shel-
ter.”

Smith, confident that humanity
can be saved, expressed his desire in

uniting all rehgmms faiths and lead- ~

ing all mankind to a heavenly para-
dise where communism would not
exist. Smith concluded on May Day
in Philadelphia by reciting the.
“Lord’'s Prayer,” with audience par-
ticipation, and promised to return
at some future date to relate his
experiences, his hatreds, prejudices
and creation of a new fascist dicta-
torship.
W. M., Phlladelphla May 6.

A Beﬂ'er World
in Whleh to Live

Dear Editor:

To make this a better world in
which to live. is the :duty’ that 'every
man owes himself, his wife and his
children. In order to gain. better
things in life, he 'has realized that
it is to his advantage to be a mem-
ber of a-union and he has realized
this fact long ago. To be a union man
protects Him to a degree.

From ancient times up to the pres-
ent time there have been two classes
—one' the so-ealled ' aristocrats and
the other the slaves. All nations have
been under the control of the powers
that be, known as imperial govern-
ments, which from -the historical

-standpoint have been haughty, arro-

gant, commanding and tyrannical to
their subjects, or slaves. 'Millions
upen_ millions have been mqrdered
in war in order to eliminate the over-
production’ of slaves so the aristo-
crats or parasites might live in lux-

ury upon the spilled -blood -of the

slaves. In all nations, no matter if
they are professors. of a college, law-
yers, clergymen, business men, teach-
ers, laborers or farmers, remember
one thing, all are victims of that
same structural system, that destroys

-humanity. ¥Yes, Mr. Union Man, your

union brings a féw -betler things in

1~

life and those are blessings from the
human standpoint, but the whip is
held against you by the powers that
be. When the union went on a strike
to try to better fhis condition, your
union did not send the militia against
you but the powers that be did. |

You, Mr. Union Man, and other un-
.informed, have sold your political
power in the past to the imperial
powers because many union rhen and
the masses as a whole have not come
into the light of reason. They have
sold their birthright. They have sold
their political power and because
they did reduced themselves to beg-
gary. Yes, you have sold your politi-
cal power to imperialism only to re-
duce yourself to beggary so that you
might beg of imperialism that im-
perialism might give you the privi-
lege to live.

The system of imperialism- has

" brought on panics, foreclosures, evic-

iions, breadlines, starvation and wars
and that which brings on horrors
and misery is that which is ungodly.

Imperialism can- find a way to
spend millions of dollars for imple-
ments of war, can take your boy to
die upon the field of battle, but can
never restore the life it has taken.

It can eviet you from home' and
fireside, can bring on pangs of hun-
ger, tears of sorfow, misery and deg-
radatlen It can bring us to destruc-
tion and this to all of us is free. It
can destroy the food before our eyes
while we are hungry. The history of
imperialism cannet light the way .to
make this- a better world, a godly
world in which to live.

Horse and buggy days are forever
gone—wise men found a beiter way.
The automobile has made it obsolete.

'‘Since this is/true it is also true that

imperialism is obsolete and. a peo-
ple’s government must take its place.
People of all nations must unite for
the common .good of all.

America, the most wonderful coun-
try of all, produces three {im®s more
than is consumed yet poverty and
misery follow man o'er hill and o'er
dale to all corners of this great land.

Some years ago when the U. S.
spent $53,000,000 for military con-
struetion in Puerto Rico, we found-
people reduced to skin ard bones,
due to starvation, as reported by T.
Roosevelt, Jr. p

In days gone by, when Finnish
workers wanted to organize so they
might have better things in life in
the so-called country of democracy,
Mannerheim and his imperial soldiers
butchered nearly 30,000 workers.The
workers of Finland have named him

.

Mannerheim the Butcher. Events of
this horrible slaughter may be found
in. Encyclopedia Britannica. These
are the imperialistic horrors that con-
front mankind and they eall it Chris-
tian civilization.

In our country the blmd are lead-
ing the blind because the people have
not come into the light of reason.

False prophets ‘have preyed upon
the minds of the ignorant. Our in-
stitutions are filled with ecriminals
and demented due to a demented sys-
tem. The dilemma that is ‘facing our
country is due to the 11_11‘_cerae:,r of our
American voter—call it wvoter igno-
rance. The very system that the av-
erage voter supports is the very sys-
tem that the Carpenfer of Nazareth
condemned over 1900 years ago.

' ¥es, brother, in these lines you read
what all honest people loye to read,
to hear—the noble truth.

May the hand of heaven help to
lead the masses—the uninformed—
out of that demon slumber of igno-
rance into the light of reason—that
we may lead from horrors; misery
and wars to social transformation.
To make this for one and all a bet-
ter world in which to live.

Dr. Charles Calvin, Newburg, Mo
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ation”

beginning of 1937, It was just after
that, if recollection ,servés me cor-
rectly, that James T. Farrell became
pérsona non grata to ‘The Nation -be-
cause of his' known' sympdthiks and
antipathies. ‘What  made The Nation
turn to him'mow for a review'of the
book by Budenz which uncovers one
small part of the- dastardly plot
against the life of Leon Trotsky??
Trotsky himself in Jahuary, 1937,
did his best from' ' his newly found
place -of exile in Mexico to unihask
the bloody -frarie-ups -being':perpe-
trated by Stalin ‘in Moscow: The' sec-
ond trial tried in -the cride fashion

of 'the GPU to ‘transfer part of the '

supposed terrorist plot-to Norwegian

- spil. The Russian revelutionist there-

upon propounded a series- of ‘ques-

tions which he demanded be-put:to-,

Pyatakov - by the ‘chief' prosecutor,
‘Vyshinsky, to explode the fukery tof
the trials. Trotsky asked thé préss
everywhere, in thé interests of truth
and justice, to appeal’to ‘MoscoW rot
to carry out the execution of Pyata-
kov until such questions eotild ‘be
put to him. These questions and‘'an

decompanying article swere at once

submitted- ‘to The Nation. Please
bear in mind -that Trotsky had been
a distinguished contributor of The
Nation up to the Moscow Trials,

which he was now being accused. of
having- committed the most vile
deeds. The editors declined to pub-
lish so urgently and timely -an. arti-
cle, thus closing their columns :at
such a moment to any possible de-

fense on the part of a previous Na-

-tion writer. The Nation was already
turning in the direction of “totali-
tarian liberalism.” The action of the
Editors in this and- other instances
lowered the standards and prestige
of the previously courageous maga-
zine enormously. I veniure to:. say
that it has never since recovered its
former place of respect,

Do the editors think that they
make sore vicarious atonemént  at
this late date by having Farrell re-

view the Budenz book? Doésn't that -

book itself call for a searching of
souls among the editors of The Na-
tion themselves? From where I stand,
without some real mental and moral
purgation the situation of those ed-
itors can only become worse rather
than better with the passing of time.

Yours truly,

Jack Weber,

New York April 3, 1947:

P.S—The last.item from the pen
of Trotsky to appear in The Nation

was a;copy-of a leiter. sent by him - 3
to Tiygve- Lie. It could very well be.

republished right now.
e

{The letter above was sent to- The
Nation. It is here published in vmw
of the fact that it has not appeared
in The ‘Nation, though five weeks
have elapsed. The Trotsky article, re-
ferred to in' the postscript, will ‘ap-
pear in'‘a’coming issue of LABOR
ACTION iR
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Starvation Diet Imposed by Powers
Spreads Famine in Europe and Asia - -

(Continued from page 1)

that the German zonal governments
‘haven’t the slightest bit of REAL
power; they are merely puppets of
the occupying powers. The actual
power rests in the hands of the oc-
cupying nations. It is they which are
responsible for the mismanagement,
if such there be.

" 'ALLIED RESPONSIBILITY

But more important: it is they, the
occupying powers—Britain, U. S. and
Russia—which are responsible for

the entire economic set-up in Ger--
" many which can result only in star-.

vation and economic chaos. How can
a country feed itself if, after having
been ‘wrecked in the war, it still has
to exist under the following condi-
tions: |,

® Several million of its young men.
in slave labor camps in western and
eastern Europe, most of them in Rus-
sia. The exact number of German
prisoners in slave labor camps is un-
known but the most reliable estimates
place the number at over four mil-
lion. _

@' Whatever production is taking
place in Germany is largely being
siphoned off by reparations to the
occupying powers. This is especially
true in the Russian zone.

® Industrial reorganization and re-
construction is deliberately forbidden
in Germany. Without such industrial
reconstruction, the food problem
cannot be solved. For instance: 600,-
000 tons of fertilizen is at present re-
guired in Germany to restore agri-
.. cultural production to pre-war lev-
els, With currently available produc-
" tive facilities, 700,000 tons could be
produced. But the Potsdam agree-
ment permits the production of only
200,000 tons, Is it any wonder we de-
clare the occupying powers to be di-
rectly responsible for the starvation
of 70,000,000 people in Germany?

® The carving up of Germany into °

separately occupied zones with dis-
tinct regulations and policies has
created economic chaos and contrib-
uted further to the present famine.

Apologists for the occupying pow-
ers claim the famine is due to the
bad harvest in Europe. The bad har-
vest is a contributing factor, but the
fact is that on the basis of the eco-'
nomic framework established by the
Potsdam agreement there would have
been starvation even with the best
. possible crops.

The results of this persistent starva-
tion are terrible to behold. It is no
exaggeration to say that.the entire
German nation today stands in dan-
ger of extinction by starvation.

.. Private reports arriving at the of-
fice of this paper declare that in many
German cities the rate of infant mor-
tality is at an appalling high, in some
jinstances as much as 65 per cent. Of

“mothers who breast-feed. their ba-
bies; 15 per cent can feed them only
‘up to eight weeks, 25 per cent are
unable to feed their babies altoge-
ther and 41 per cent have to give
them bottles immediately after birth.

On November 5 and 6 of last year,
when the food ration was higher than
it is today; the mothers of Freiburg,
a town in the French zone, went to
the officials, demanding bread. When
none was to be had,-they declared
that they could no longer assume
responsibility for feeding their chil-
dren and tried to leave them at the
oﬂ‘ice where they demonstrated. Such

is the degradation to which human-
ity in Europe has been brought

BRITAIN AND EAST EUROPE

In Britain a great stir has been
created by the statement of Dr.
Franklin Bicknell that its people are
“dying of starvation.” Government
‘spokesmen- tried to-lessen -the effect
of this statement, but their attempts
were -iinsuccessful. Each person in
Britain knew . from his own experi-
ence the fruth of the doctor’s state-
ment. The British have been living
on a sub-standard died for almost ten
years now; their present diet of 1,600
to 2,000 calories is about the highest
for the recent period but is still woe-
fully insufficient for a people worn
out by so many years of deprivation.

What is the food situation in east-
ern Europe, in those countries domJ.-
nated by Stalinist Russia?

No reliable figures are available.
A few indications of the trend, how-
ever: The Russiaris have persistently
refused to allow representatives of
various ‘iffternational food and re-
lief organizations to enter their areas
in order to examine food conditions.
We may be certain that if food con-
ditions were at all satisfactory the
Russians would not hesitate to admit
observers.

In Poland a reduction in rations
was announced last week.

In Rumania outright famine was
recently averted by a shipment of
wheat from the U. - S., though previ-
ously there had heen outright fam-
ine in some provinces around Mol-
davia. The political factors in the
famine are brought out most clearly,
however, by .a report that the Rus-
sian- occupation- confiscated a good
part of the emergency wheat ship-
ment from the Rumanians to use
for its own purposes. How can a
country feed itself when it has a ra-
pacious thief on dits back taking ev-
erything from it in the name of “rep-
arations"”?

POLICY OF STARVATION

The situation is getting worse, as

is indicated by a report from Charles
Egan, New York Times correspond-
ent, on May 10:
° “According to the forecasts of world
food authdrities in recent weeks,
there is scarcely a mnation on -the
Continent where the daily ration for
the coming two or three months will
not decline substantially because of
the severities' of the previous win-
-'ter »

This, then, is the brave. new world
—the wotld of the Atlantlc Charter
and the Four Freedoms—for which
millions fought and died. Remémber
that it is now two years since the
end of hostilities in Europe, and 'still
the food situation is worse than it
has ever been. Europe is today fur-
ther away from economic reorganiza-
tion than at any time since the war's
end. It is cut up into zones of occu-
pation which serve as economic buf~
fers, making impossible the most
rudimentary -reconstruction of its
economy.

We may say withont the slightest
hesitation: so long as the various oc-
cupations remain, living like blood-
suckers on the prostrate continent,
Europe will not- be able to feed it-
self. So long as the venomous impe-
rialist powers grab everything in
sight, there will be no economic re-
habilitation. So long as eoccupying

" troops live on a. diet of 3,900 calories
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while European children have to live
on less than one-fourth of that, there

‘~can bé no real peace or reconstruc-

tion.

This is the face of Europe, of capi-
talist and Stalinist totalitarian soci-
ety at its most horrible and total
failure. This is what capitalism and
Stalinist totalitariariism are doing to
Europe —this is the hell te wHich
they have brought the once  proud
continent. Let those who apologize
for capitalism or Stalinism try to ex-
plain this, let them tell German
mothers why their babies must shriv-
el up with hunger—while Russia loots
the industrial plant upon which Eu-
ropean economy might be rebuilt and
while the U. S. insists. upon limita-
tions oh production in Germany which
make impossible either 'industrial or
agricultural reconstruction.

[ ]

So unbearable has the situation be-
come that the workers of the Ruhr,
though weakened from prolonged
hunger; have taken to the streets de-
manding bread.

Good! Every worker, every social-
ist, every decent human being stands

on the side of the Hamburg workers
demanding the right to live.

What is a primary requisite in the
U. §. is that some sign of interna-
tional solidarity from the American
workers—or at the least, from Amer-
fcan socialisis—be sent to our Ger-
man brothers. Let them not think
they have been abandoned!

The relief which has been 'organ-
ized for them, inadequate and insuf-
ficient as it is, is one such sign. But
it is not enough. The voices of all
socialists, in or out of organizations,

\

By MICHAEL DRUM

The following letter was sent to
us by an American friend who has
just returned to France after a visit
to Germany.

.

You will get some idea of the wage
conditions and relative values when
I tell you that workers earn about
180 marks a month and that. this
represents the price of two and a

- Half “packages of "American ciga-

rettes. With cigarettes it is possible
to get anything. No German is too
proud to trail. American GIs in the
hope of salvaging the meagre butts
that the new master discards. I even
saw a very elegantly dressed gentle-
man sporting a cane and brand new
leather gloves stalking a group of
American soldiers for théir cigarette
leavings. The big question is: who
ultimately consumes the new ciga-
rette currency? It seems that fully
half of it goes to the farms where.it
is - exchanged by 'the farmers for
food, The latter distrust the German
mark, as there is really not much
that one can buy with them when
they ‘are unaccompanied by ration
coupons. The farmer is after goods
which the cities cannot furnish, Dur-
able goods have been replaced by
cigarettes. Who would have thought
that the Germany of steel, coal and
machinery, the heart and center of
pre-war European industry, would
some day be reduced to a cigarette
economy?

" The new American rulers measure

their ‘wealth by the amount of ciga-

rettes they possess. What temptation
there must be as one watches the
Americans emerge from their PXs,
hauling whole cartons of cigarettes,
chocolates, cookies, coffee and other
prizes! An American officer will
whisper that he knows a colonel who

-has all of 300 cartons of cigarettes

stored away in his trunk. Another

. will say that for eight cigarettes he

and his family were able to eat a
blackmarket meal in the country
ranging: from the proverbial soup to

" nuts, with liquors included.

MA\' 1ST IN GERMANY

‘May 1 was a holiday in Frankfurt
.as it was throughout Germany, much
to.the annoyance of the Americans,
who Temained at their office jobs.
The trade union organizations held

- g May Day meeting .in the morning

in the large courtyard outside of the
central headquarters of the trade
unions, The flattened rubble served
as an_ eclevated stage upon which
were ranged the inevitable band,
a large chorus, and the speakers po-
dium. Below, ringed by wrecked
buildings, a patient audience of some
5,000 workers stood listening to the

‘proceedings. A large red streamer

was strung across the outside wall of
the union building and every worker
wore in his lapel a small red paper
carnation.

- Everything seemed S0 orderly in
that macabre setting. A worker poet

read a moving poem dedicated to.

those who died in the struggle
against Nazism. The chorus sang
beautifully on the same theme and
set the stage for the first speaker—
a young and apparently good willed

American, representing the ‘man-.

power section of the occupation for-
ces who brought greetings and en-
couragement from the benevolent

--Americans, The crowd seemed to re-
ceive his speech without any hostil- -

“ity but in the course ofita squadron

—A First-Hand Report from Germany.

And a Bomber Squadron Drowned Out Speech }

must be banded together in demon-
strative demand for aid to the Ger-
man people, for the removal of the
idiotic restrictions. on peaceful pro-
duction in Germany which is the
cause of starvation, and for the im-
mediate granting of full civil liber-
ties to all occupied countries. That
is the minimum which American
friends of the German workers can
pay.

It is time that such words were
said promptly and loudly!

END THE OCCUPATION

But there is more. The events in
Europe today reaffirm time and time
again the analysis of the Workers
Party: the first, major tasks of the
European workers is to fight against

~the imperialist occupation. The strug-

gles for national liberation which
must be waged against the Allied and
Russian imperialist occupations can
alone make possible a genuine ex-
pression of the popular will and a
preliminary effort at economic re-
construction.

In the current demonstrations the
Hamburg  workers carried placards
objecting to reparations and the dis-
mantling of German factories. That
is good, too, for it shows an upder-
standing of the relationship of the
food crisis to!'the general political
situation of imperialist occupation.

A vast mighty popular struggle to
drive out the imperialist leeches, to
reestablish the' national sovereignty
of the European.peoples is the burn-
ing need of the day. It is the pre-
requisite to bread and to freedom.
It is the path along which the masses
of ‘Europe can move to a total so-
cialist reconstruction of society.

of bombers roared directly overhead
s0 that no one 'could hear what he
was saying. The attention of "the
audience was thus diverted to real
force before which the soothing voice
became less than a whisper. Worker
eyed worker with knowing glance.
Here indeed was the true symbol of
their situation.’

The main s@eaker was a distin-
guished ]ooklpg gentleman with
white hair “hp was introduced as
the Minister P;@ldent of Hesse. The
content of hig ggeech—the tragic dis-
aster of natiopalism, the need for
international solidarity, the denial
of the charge that all Germans were
Nazis, a general plea for socialism,
and nothing more concrete than the
need for a unified Germany and the
nationalization®'of big industry—re-
vealed that he 'was ‘a ‘Sockal Demo-
crat. He spokelfor almost an hour
and the workers listened in silence.
They must have heard most of it a
long time ago and then they sang
the Internationale, soberly, without
enthusiasm, as.if they had done that
too a long time ago. What remained
with me most after that meeting
‘was the almost total absence of the
youth. Not only youth, there was
hardly a ‘man: there who was less
than fifty. I asked myself: where is
the German youth and German man-
hood? True enough, there were four
to five millions dead and a couple of
more million prisoners of war not
yet returned to Germany but we
must remember that before the war
Germany had a population of 70
millions.

That same afternoon I went to a

“meeting at the Frankfurt Tiergar-

ten which was under the auspices of
the Communist Party and which was
devoted mainly to making propagan-
da for the establishment of a so-
called united party of .the Commu-
nist and the Social Democracy, such
as now exists in.the Russian zone.
When ] saw so many young people
pouring out of the trams to get into
the Tiergarten I thought for a while
that the youth had come under the
influence of the Communists. Actu-

, ally it was not'so at all. In the area

of. the Zoo reserved for the meeting,
the audience, which was almost as
large as that of the morning meet-
ing, showed very little: variation in
age from that-of the earlier meeting.
The young people came to the zoo
only to amuse themselves watching
the animals, to take in the circus and
the rides.

GERMAN YOUTH

The German youth knows -only
two periods: the Hitler era before
the war and the post-war period of
defeat, hunger and destruction. I
spoke to a young man who was act-
ing as a-chauffeur to the Americans.
He was 27 years old and had spent
four years in the Wehrmacht on the
Russian front. Though in a favored
position compared to most Germans,
his situation was bitter enough. He

‘'had lived in the Russian zone before

the occupation, was married and had
two children. His family life was in
ruins—his wife was still in the Rus-
sian zone living with a Russian offi-
cer, and his children were living in
the country with his parents. He
spoke intelligently enough about
polities, the bankruptey of capital-
ism, the fake communism in Russia,
the capitalist support of Hitler, the
difference between Stalin, the dicta-
tor-exploiter-of the Russian masses,
and Lenin and Trotsky, the authen-

tic leaders of the Russlan Revolu-

. tion, But in the course of the con-

versation he could not refrain from
making the comparison between the
present misery and the years 1933 to
1939. About the latter he said:
“Those were beautiful years.”

I believe that this young man is
typical of the youth and that is why
they are disoriented. They are hun-
gry and in rags and they see no de-
cent prospects before them. They
lack confidence in: themselves and
are without any tradition. If one
wants. to know why. the Hitler col-
lapse ended without a revolution, he
will find the answer in the abject
position of the German youth. The
latter did not have the opportunity
to emulate the youth of  Italy in
their overthrow of Italian fascism
or the French youth of the Resist-

‘ance. Throughout Paris, where the

fighters of the Resistance fell, are
plaques upon which one sees in-
seribed -the age of the dead hero.
Invariably it is from 18 to 25 years.
This was the basic material of those
who revolted and fought. -

ROLE OF STALINISM

The experience of protest and
struggle is beginning only now. In
the strikes of the Ruhr miners and
in hunger demonstrations the Gey-
man workers and youth are begin-
ning to assert themselves and to be-
lieve in themselves. It remains only
to make the proper connection be-
tween their present situation and
the Nazi catastrophe. The young

people that I have met have no faith -

in the Social Democracy and if any-
thing speak of joining up with the
Communists. The Christian Demo-

crats thrive most among the farmer’
and non-workers. No one whom . T

met had a good word to say for the
Russians and I found it somewhat

of a contradiction that many at the

same time should want to support
the German Stalinists. The answer
is to be found not in any illusion
about Russia being a workers’ state.
No one believes that, the German
Trotskyists included. It is just that
where they have to choose between
the Social Democracy and the Com-
munist Party, the latter appears to
be the party of action.

In their -impatience, the workers
and’ the youth who want action and
immediate results are prepared: to
stibordinate the fact that the Com-
munist Party is linked to Moscow

and even rationalize their approach .

by insisting that German commu-
msm would never be like Russian
“communism.” ~The sympathy for
Stalinism has a confused and, one
might say, a desperate character.

However, not always must one-

choose between the Social Democrat-
ic and Communist Party. For exam-
ple, in. Offenthbach, a city of 70,000
just-outside of Frankfurt, the old
SAP, the centrist Socialist Workers
Party, is well organized and in the
last municipal elections polled over
15,000 votes. I believe it was the
highest vote of all the parties. Re-
cently, in Offenbach, a conference of
all the left parties took place at
which were representatives from the
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. Germans.
by' the Nazis against the Jews, the .

SAP, the German Oppomtmn (the
Brandlerites), Left Social® Demo-
crats, Tiotskyists and other groups.
Committees of correspondence were

set’ to: working out programmatic .
proposals for. a future. congress. I

cite this only to show at what an
elementary stage the parties and
programs in Germany are, and why
the left, which is still without proper
newspapers and literature, is "~ be-
ginning only now to compete with
the .already established Sdcial Dem-
ocratic and Communist Parties.

- Muech remains to be. overcome in
Germany. Not only confusion and
the remainder of Nazism, of which
not the least is anti-Semitism. The
persecution of the Jews is one of the
charges in the German guilt indiet-
ment. The Allies, whose treatment
of the remaining displaced Jews is
disgraceful, nevertheless do not fail
to use the Jewish issue to help prove
German war guilt. In a perverted
sort of way this has only served to
preserve anti-Semitism among the
The horrors perpetrated

existence of the torture camps and

death chamhers, cannot be “denied
even if ignorance of the mass hor-
rors on.the part of the German peo-
ple ds a whole is to be accepted. And
this fact must be resented as one of
the reasons for the perpetuation of
their present misery,

 Despite the foreign occupation,
strong nationalistic feeling does not
appear to be widespread. People are
too  preoccupied . with  their hunger
and survival, There may be Germans
who regret only-that they lost the.
war and hope for .a new chance for
victory in a third'world war. I. doubt.
if there are many. The German peo-
ple cannot refuse to see what is be- |
fore their éyes—a ruined. and -de-
stroyed Germany-—win or lose. I
doubt if, despite the illusions of a
happy Nazi era, it is possible for
the German people to lose sight of
the fact that the Nazi regime did
lead them to the catastrophe. Some .
die-hard Nazis try tp keep alive.the
Hitler legend with stories.of his be-
trayal by the German generals but

the disaster is sq complete that time

and understanding can only rein-

force the bankruptcy of - H:tlerlsm.

rE Dear Editor:

lic” organ (denied by

. main, yours and the cause’s,

Comrade Rudzienski Corrects
An Error in fhe Translahen

Comrade Stone reproaches me for a false analysm of the political
‘character of NSZ (nationalist armed forces), a reactlonary and -anti-
Semitic- formation in the Polish underground. Unfortunately, Comrade
‘Stone did not notice the incongruity of:the sentence he attacked in the
~c0ntext of the entire content of my work

Tt is a question of a lamentable error in trranslatmn, since I do not
wr:te in English and the translator’s knowledge of the language in
which' my work: is written was deficient. The  original says- correcily
“NSZ- (arined ‘nationalist forces), of right and anti-Semitic character,
HAVE minor importance” (sic), meaning ‘that NSZ, REACTIONARY
AND  ANTI-SEMITIC, IS LESS important in the:Polish underground
than other groups sutch -as the WIN (Liberty: :md Independence) and
the AK (home army). And this is exact:

Derek Selby, British correspondent, says that NSZ had hardly 2,000-
3,000 armed men; while. the secret armed detachments in Poland are
today calculated to be about 100,000 strong. Besides, a part of this force
passed into the North American zone of :.Germany, according. to Stalin-
ist sources.” Another principal fraction  came to an agreement with the
' Stalinists. According to information ‘from anti-Stalinist. social derno-
‘eratic sources, the secret police (Polish: GPU) used the NSZ in various
anti-Semitic. pogroms, especially in Kielce, -where the nationalist de-
tachments walked about the streets of:the city in broad daylight with-
out being. attacked by tie police or by the army stationed there.

The “Stalinist officers handed over the Jewish victims to the. popu-
lace, which was freely gatheréd together all-day in front of the Jew-
ish community. NSZ played the role of Stalinist agent-provocateur, or-
ganizing the pogroms and military actions in order to compromise the
democratic and -social-democratic opposition. This in.formation is fully
conﬁrmed by the fact -that the highest chief of the NSZ, Piasecki, a
barefaced fascist, known- -as the organizer of.the pogroms in the uni-
versities before the war; togethgr with his companion, Dziarmaga, came
to an agreement with the GPU, 'in. virtue of which they not only go
freely about the estreets of Warsaw bilt- have even founded a “Catho-
e Catholius) with an abundant quantity of offi-
cial paper, sub-adminis tered by the government, sin. which they npenly
proclaim collaboration with ‘the Stalinist gnvernmeﬂt q:ertifying their
paper as “progressive” and “nationa 4 ; e
. My intention was precisely to nnderline the re‘actibnary aﬂd anti-
Semitic character of NSZ, which for this reason has less importance in
the underground, controlled in its left wing by the PPS (social demo-
crats). The editors, on the other hand, ask expia_n_at_mns of me before
taking up my defense. In spite of the excellent quality .of the transla-
tions, which keep the color of the originals very Well, mistakes occur
due to deficiency in the knowledge of my language. I' have no possz—
b111ty of correcting these errors in time. Comrade Stone did’ gaod work
in criticizing the error, but he should not ‘have drawn such hasty con-
clusions. I beg the readers to excuse these errors, syHich' are inevitable
under our working conditions. And: with this I think the business has
been made clear. Thanking you in_advance for thls rectlﬂcation I re-

- A.. I_tu_dzaenskl.
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