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By DAVID COOLIDGE

Union Leaders
Rely on Truman,

Not on Labor!

The Hartley Bill has passed the House, the Taft Bill has passed in the
Senate and both bills are now in the hands of a committee of the two Houses.
While these bills. were being debated, after they had passed and now while
the bills are being prepared for final passage, the leadership of 15 million
organized workers did nothing that makes any sense, nothing that will make
any impression on the Congress or raise thé morale and self-respect of labor.

The/labor leaders know, or ought to know, what is the source of this labor
control legislation. They know, or ought to know, that the Republican Party,
the most reactionary and most moth-eaten political section of the ruling class,
is ravenously hungry and wants to stay at the trough today and from 1948 on.
The labor leaders should know that this party is directly amenable fo sug-
gestion 'from the big business interests, because of its traditions, because it
has been away from the trough for 14 long years. Also the Republicans believe
that they can depend on the support of the middle class. ”

The labor leaders should know that
the Republicans have allies in the
ranks of the Democrats: that there is
a bloc between the Republicans and
the Southern Democrats, and that
Truman himself wants some form of
“union-control" legislation. That s,
the leaders of the 15 million organ-
ized workers ought to understand
by now that both the Republicans
and Democrats are in favor of mnti-
labor legislation, The fact that Wag-
ner says he will vote against the
bill, that Senator Green calls the bill
a plan of “the industrial bourbons,”
that O’Mahoney is mad and that
Kilgore is against the bill, will make
no difference whatsoever. The Sen-
ate-House bill will pass despite the
opposition of these “liberals.”

With. all these brutal facts staring
them straight in the face, the leader-
ship of labor does nothing. They pro-
vide no leadership. nat enough to jus-
tify even epne-half the salaries they
are paid. They have no program and
no plan of attack. Labor sits and
waits for some sign of leadership,
but sees none,

The trade_ﬁnion leadership today
has abdicated everything except its
offices, salarigs, expense accounts
and its bureaucratic hold on the un-
ions. They are incompetent, sterile
and senile. They are well-fed,
paunchy, well-groomed, and listless
except when some worker in his un-
ion takes the floor. to exercise his
democratic rights to demand action,
to demand that, sdimething be done
to halt the:depradations of the em-
ployers and the Congress of the em-
ployers. Then, these crafty 'and
aging bureaucrats come to life and
spring ‘into action. After they have
squelehed the “reyolt,” they return
again to slumber or the quiet repose
of the unien headquarters. They do
nothing that: makeds seénse about the
Hartley and Taft Bills. They. do
nothing which does any good about
wages and the high cost of living.
They do nothing about the fact that
their members live in’ shacks, that
they don’t get enough decent food and
decent clothing. They meet in the
union convention to brag and bluster
about the progress the union has
made, but they have no program for
the continuation of that progress in
the face of the attack being made
on labor by the employers and the
government of the employers.

WAITING FOR A VETO

These labor bureaucrats
know enough to unify the labor
movement. They don’t even know
enough to come together for united
action against the assaults on labor,
and the masses. They are alert to
their own bureaucratic interests put
they have no program for the pro-
tection of labor which they are paid
to serve.

They have learned from reading the
papers that Truman might veto the
Taft Bill. Immediately they pounced
on this and adopted the veto as their
program. That's what they are de-
pending on now: a Presidential veto.
They expect Truman to be a "friend
of labor.” It would never occur to
Green and Murray to depend on the
15 million' organized workers. They
quake at the very thought of calling
on labor o assemble at Washington
and show its power and numbers. A
24-hour stoppage by millions of work-
ers would not be “responsible union-
ism" in the minds of the Greens and

(Continued on page 2)
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By HENRY JUDD

The German food crisis has” now
reached a critical stage, opening up
the definite possibility of death by
outright starvation for hundreds of
thousands. The food situation has
reached tragic depths throughout all
of Europe, but in Germany its acute-
ness affects greater masses of people.

The British and American mili-
tary authorities are in a panic. Their
every word and action reveals it.
The American Military Government
is utilizing its last, specially hidden
30,000 tons of food for “prevention
of disease and unrest” in an effort
to combat the erisis. The British au-
thorities are busy blaming everyone
but. themselves for the situation,
while admitting that it has gone be-
yond their control.

The average weekly ration for a
German in the British, American or
French zones (the Russian zone is
apparently still able to supply high-
er rations) is.reported as follows:
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The Need of the Hour!

Propose: Nati
24-Ho

onal
r Protest Strike

By the time this issue of LABOR ACTION appears the House and
Senate Committees, meeting for the purpose of reaching agreement on
a joint anti-labor bill incorporating the common aims of the Taft Sen-
ate bill and the Hartley House bill, will have completed their work. The
differences between them relate to specific concrete questions and in

: no way touch on the fundamental aims of the reactionary Congress.

They both seek to outlaw the closed shop, grant the government
the right to seek injunctions against labor, outlaw "unfair" union prac-
tices, grant employers certain rights of injunction, ban unions for fore-
men and other supervisory employees, forbid the checkoff unless writ-
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your union! Demand action!

Raise It In Your Union!

. Various sections of the junion mowement have already called for a
national 24-hour work stoppage to protest the anti-labor bills. Among
these are the Packinghouse Workers Union, the Flint CIO Industrial
Council and the Mahoning County CIO Council. The Westinghouse
- local of the UE in Philadelphia has called for a March on Washington
as well as for a work stoppage. -Ask your union to follow suit. Call for
a conference of unions to plan common action. Raise it on the flgor of

Labor Backed Slate
Wins Oakland Vote

OAKLAND, Calif, May 14—Four out
of the,five candidates of the Oakland
Voters League won a smas'hing vie-
tory over the big business machiné in
elections for the Oakland City Coun-
cil here yesterday. The fifth, Ben
Goldfarb, was nosed out by incum-

bent Frank Shattuck by 1,000 votes:-

Goldfarb’s defeat was theé result of a
pure fluke as the alphabetical ar-
rangement of names on the ballot
placed him in the same row as the
four defeated incumbents, He is cur-
rently contesting the results.

A record vote was cast heading up
the hottest municipal campaign seen

Trial ot Willie Earle’s Murderers
Focuses Light on the Lynch System

Since Comrade McKinney's article
was written, there have been the fol-
lowing developments in the Green-
ville, 8. C., trial: 4

e Judge Martin ordered the acquit-
tal of three defendants who refused
to admit participation in the lynch-
ing “on the grounds of insufficient
evidence.”

e The Judge also ordered the acquit-
tal of seven others from charges of
murder and accessories after the fact.

e Defense Attorney John B. Cul-
bertson shouted: “Willie Earle is dead
and I wish more like him were dead.”
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By E. R. McKINNEY

As T write this, a court in Green-
ville, 8. C., with a jury of 12 white
men, is trying the case of 31 white
men charged with the lynching of a
Negro. There are four counts in the

Mass Resistance Rising Against Starvation

U. S. Rulers Threaten Starving Germans

Three pounds, fwo ounces of

bread
Seven ounces of meat (one large
lamb chop!) p

Seven ounces of ccreal

Two ounces of fat

Some fish and potatoes

This diet approximates 1200 calo-
ries a day, as compared with the
3,000 calories medically recognized
as_ necessary for normal health.
(New York Times, May 18, 1947.)
The Russian zone of occupation has
failed to live up to its trade agree-
ments with the other zones. Fifty
thousand tons of potatoes, for 'exam-
ple, have been shipped instead of
the promised 160,000 tons. There is
no doubt the Russians are quite will-
ing to see the situation worsened, in
the interest of their German policy
of -attempting to strengthen their
Stalinist puppets in the western half
of Germany.
All this has contributed to a situ-

ation where even the ration cards
that have heen issued, calling for

indictment: murder, .accessory be-
fore the fact, accessory after the
fact and conspiracy. These 31 are
charged with taking Willie Earle, a
24-year-old Negro, from the county
jail, driving him out on a lonely
road and killing him. The 31 were
armed with knives and shotguns.
They dragged Earle from the car,
beat him, mutilated him and chopped
him with their knives. While the 31
were hacking away with the knives
Earle cried: “Lord you done killed
me.” To be absolutely certain that
Earle was correct, the mob then shot
him to death.

The day before Earle was hacked
with knives, mutilated and then shot
to death, he had been arrested and

{ lodged in the county jail for fatally

stabbing a taxi driver in a hold-up.
Twenty-six of the 31 made statements
confessing that they participated in

the lynching. Six of them made. writ-
ten statements telling how the murder
of Earle was committed by the mob.

Here are some of the things these
men wrote in their statements and
said in their testimony. One said
that he wanted to put the same scars
on Earle that Earle “put in Brown,”
the dead taxi driver. Martin Flem-
ing “told the nigger he didn’'t have
long to live and that he shouldn’t
want to die with a lie in his heart.
The nigger confessed and said that
he stabbed Mr. Brown.” Before
Earle was taken from the jail “the
jailer asked that no profanity be
used before his wife and someone in
the mob shouted, ‘No more curs-
ing.”” Hurd, the lyncher who was
named as the “trigger-man” by the
mob said: “I know what a mistake
I made.” Hurd also said that before
the shooting “Everybody started

beating him.” (Earle) One of the
81 was named as the' man who had
mutilated Earle. He was sitting with
his wife in, the courtroom. She
“shook with laughter” when one of

the statements deseribed how her -

husband cursed because the butt of
his gun was broken while Earle was
being clubbed. :

DEFENSE TACTICS

All of the members of the mob
were not taxi drivers. One was a
businessman, one the owner of a
lunchroom and a -third was the son

of a wealthy mill owner. The trial is:

being held in a small court house
with 200 seats on the ground floor
for the white people and 100 seats
in the balcony for Negroes. The

‘wives of the 31 sat with them as is

permitted by South Carolina law.
(Continued on page 7)
-
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insthese parts for many a year. The
incumbents, supported by the strike-
breaking city machine dominated by
Joe Knowland, all-powerful publish-
er of the Oakland Tribune, tried to
get re-elected on the basis of a
straight red-scare campaign. Every

‘effort was made by the Tribune and’

its supporters to scare the voters by
howling that Communism incarnate
would sit in the City Hall if the Oak-
iand Voters League candidates should
be elected.

The working people of Oakland
didn’t flinch for a moment under the
barrage of lies, personal abuse and
red-baiting. The Oakland Voters

League was created and run by the’

Central Labor Council, the Building
Trades Council, the CIO Council and
other labor bodies in the area. The
vast majorily of campaign workers
were trade union members, and the
viclory was the result of a heavy
vote piled up in the East Oakland
and West Oakland working class and
Negro districts. Even the OQakland
Tribune has admitted that labor’s vic-
tory in this campaign has come as a
belated aftermath of the general
strike in December when all AFL
workers struck against scab-herding
by the Oakland police in the Kahns
and Hastings department store strike.

Though the workers were not
scared 'by the attacks of the opposi-
tion, the policy of the Oakland Voters
League in the closing phases of the

_campaign showed that the labor lead-

ers at the head of the league were
unduly impressed. This was demon-
strated by the literature put out by
the league, which tended more and
more to de-emphasize the labor char-
acter of the slate and its support, To
the general public, the Oakland Vot-
ers League tried to appeal on a gen-
eral program which had as its labor
plank: “Impartial statesmanship in

(Continued on page 2)~

ten consent is obtained
from every individual
worker, and in general,
destroy those positive

legislative measures
an organized and fighting labor
movement achieved for itself

in the Thirties. Y

The House and Senate are
quickly getting agreement
without great difficulty. The
more drastic House bill was
passed as a demonstration
against the labor movement,
the authors and the champions
of the bill knowing in advance

that their senatorial colleagues
would not accept it.

The more experienced Senate lead-
ers are, in turn, concerned primarily

with producing a final measure in-.
corporating the essential aim of the

Republican Party and its Democratic
allies, but one that will make it dif-
ficult for President Truman to veto.
What reliance can be had in Trumap
is indicated by the fact that he has
signed the bill outlawing portal-to-
portal pay suits,

What Truman will do on receipt of
the bill is not known. He has kept a
discreet silence thus far, but permit-
ted feelers to be sent out that he
might veto the bill. Truman has his
sights set on the 1948 presidential
campaign and his action will be de-

termined largely by what he believes

will be demanded!by that expediency.

The labor movement, however,
through its -officialdom, has decided
to rest all of its hopes on a presiden-
tial veto. The AFL and the CIO are
pouring out big funds in advertising
and publicity campaigns to win the
sympathy of the population at large
and to increase its lobbying activity
and pressure upon the President.

The Workers Party and LABOR
ACTION have proposed, as a measure
of labor’s strength and determination
to beat back the bosses’ offensive,
A MARCH ON WASHINGTON
BACKED THROUGHOUT THE NA-
TION BY A 24-HOUR GENERAL
PROTEST STRIKE '

No amount of pleading, begging or
lobbying by the Greens and Murrays
will help the workers of this coun-
try. Nothing will more effectively
stop the big monopolistie employers
who write the anti-labor bills for the
senators and representatives whom
they own body and soul, than a dem-
onstration of labor’s real strength
and determination to fight the anti-
labor conspiracy. Hope in a Truman
veto will turn out to be largely illu*
sory. The way out is the one we have
proposed!

minute amounts of meat, butter, ce-
reals, potatoes, etc., are not honored.
Edward Aj:Morrow reports, “In the
industrial cities, existence is solely
dependent upon the people’s ability
to supplement their rations by pay-
ing high black-market prices or by
spending large amounts of time
scouring the countryside.”

Black marketing, hoarding of grain,
feeding of vital foods to cattle by
farmers—all these are common oc-
currefices . throughout the various
zones, The British zone is hardest hit
and, under the leadership of the re-
vived labor and trade union move-
ment, the masses in this area have
demonstrated their unwillingness to
slawly gtarve to death. These demon-
strations ‘have’ thrown them directly
into conflict with the occupying pow-
ers, revealing the basic fact that the

very struggle for life in Germany

centers around the struggle for na-
tional existence. :

In  Hamburg, 150,000 workers
demonstrated ~before - their wunion

headquarters and proclaimed their
refusal to perish without a struggle
for life. In Dusseldorf, one of the
great Ruhr cities, union leaders an-
nounced the readiness of their work-
ers to engage in mass strikes unless
food was forthcoming. The entire in-
dustrial area of the British zone is a
network of unrest and readiness for
action. 3

What has been the Ameriean and
British reaction? (Of the French
zone, v
been appalling for many months,
little is known due to stringent
French censorship.) The British are
completely dependent upon America,
inasmuch as England has a food
crisis all ofgts own. The British au-
thoriities have, therefore, turned
completely to the United States to
pull them out of the situation. They
are hoping that America can meet
its promise to ship 1,200,000 tons of
food to Germany within the next 75
days. Even with this, they are pre-
paring an official cut in the calory

where food conditions have-

ratien to 1,200 per day from 1,500,
indicating they have little hope of
alleviating the situation.

American imperialism, in occupa-
tion of a huge area of Germany, has
spoken out in the unmistakable tones
of the conquerer, threatening and
hysterical, one at the same time. A
“get tough” with Germany policy is
announced by .the military govern-
ment, Imagine these ungrateful Ger-
mans! We are shipping food to them
—true, not enough to prevent them
from wasting away at a slow but
steady rate of deterioration that can
only lead to an early ' death—and
they, wretches, are daring to com-
plain! They even protest, threaten
us with strikes and demonstrations,
demand more food and a purging of
the administration we set up for
them! We will show them, proclaim
the voices of authority. And, straight
from the books of Hitler, they swing
into action. ;

A scoundrel named Dr. James R.
Newman, Military Governor of Hesse,

With

Death Pendlty

threatens the Germans with the death
penalty, in a radio talk; he alse prom-
ised to .invoke his powers of search
-and confiscation; cutting off the ra-
tions of protesters and blamed every-
thing upon the Germans. The Military
Governor of . Bavaria, a Brigadier
General Muller, repeated the same
threats to labor unions and farmers
in his area. General Lucius.D. Clay,
head of the entire administration, has
pointedly reminded the German peo-
ple of the powerfully armed and fast-

. moving American constabulary forces

in Germany, amounting still to 150,-
000 men.

Starve if you must, say the Amer-
Acan authorities, but by God starve
quietly, peacefully and.in perfect
order, or we will let you have it!
Those who have wondered what
American penetration and domina-
tion of Europe and Germany might
lead to are now close to witnessing
the answer. It is too early to say
whether there will be large scale and
continued popular demonstration,

but certainly the American authori-
ties will not hesitate to use Ameri-
can troops against starving German
workers who refuse to pass out
quietly, according to military regu-
lations.

The celebrated German-born au-
thor, Thomas Mann, has contributed
his contemptible bit to the general
attack upon the German people, One
would almost think that the days of
the war have returned! “Germany is
again already misusing her liberty
and democracy,” says Mr. Mann. If
only the Germans would recognize
that others too are suffering from
hunger and food shortages! This
recognition, apparently, would help
alleviate their hunger. Little wonder
that Mann fears to visit Germany
where, he acknowledges, he would
have to travel around “with an
American MP or conducting officer
at my side.”

A press campaign is already under-
way to place full responsibility for

(Continued on page 7)
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By BEN HALL

DETROIT — The General Motors
Corporation replied to the mass dem-
onstration of April 24, during which
half a million Detroit workers laid
aside their tools and left their ma-
chines, by disciplinary penalties af-
fecting almost .500 unionists. Over
400 were laid off for one and two

days; twenty-six local union leaders .

were ‘given 30 to 60 day layoffs; fif-
teen other leaders including several
local wunion presidents were dis-
charged outright.

Negotiations with the company
were instituted under the direet su-
pervision of the top policy committee
of the UAW. A meeting of the presi-

-dents of all UAW locals in this area

pledged full support to the discip-
lined workers. The union negotiators
made clear that insistence upon the
above disciplinary actions would
mean a strike and, that in any case,
if a single worker remained dis-
charged the GM. plants would be
closed down by the union. The com-
pany representatives retreated many
steps but refused complete satisfac-
tion to the union, saying in so many
words: “If you refuse to compro-
mige, hit the picket line!” A com-
promise settlement was agreed to:
all discharges were revoked and all
disciplined men maintain full senior-
ity rights. However, the one and two
day layoffs stand; the 26 men who

received layoffs were to return to
work-immediately but without back
pay for the more than two weeks
loss of work; twelve of the fifteen
originally discharged go “back; to
work on.the first weekiin -June-and
the remaining three.in the first week

_in-July" without back pay: (These

thiree are-particularly hated by ,1';he ;
company for theiyirecord: as: union

militants : ‘Anderson of local 15, Pet- -

rill and Mitchell of local 735.) The:
top policy committee voted that the
International Executive Board which
called the demonstration. was .to
compensate the men for lost time.

THE SETTLEMENT &

This settlement was .endorsed by
an overwhelming vote of the affect-
ed GM workers and was accepted by
a unanimous vote of a meeting of lo-
cal union presidents held on Monday
night, May 12. The ‘top policy com-
mittee gave unanimous approval to
it. However, no one contended -that
this settlement was really satisfac-
tory but it was accepted for the fol-
lowing reasons:

1) It was clear that nothing more
could be gained ‘by “peaceful” nego-
tiations and that rejection of this
agreement had to be accompanied
by strike action. ]

2) The strike woyld have had to
be a bitter one especially because
anti-labor developments in Congress
) !

Compiled by JACK RANGER

existent.

arbitration.

« unions.

" Communism; theoretically that advanced stage of .socialism where all
need for force in society will have vanished, since there will be an
abundance of goods and services for all, and since people will have
‘become accustomed to observe the elementary conditions of social
existence without force and without subjection. The economic
premise for communism is that the economic powers of mankind
should have reached such a high development that .productive labor
will have ceased to be a burden, and the distribution of lifels goods,
existing in continual abundance will be democratically controlled
by education, habit and social opinion. That state of society where '
the antagonism between mental and physical labor. has disappeared.

. Company union, a general term applied to employes’ organizations pro-
moted and controlled by the employer. In the ordinary sense, they
are not unions. Often they are not called unions, but have such
names as Employes Welfare Plan, Mutual Benefit Association,
Employes Representation Plan, Associated Independent Unions, .ete.
They are used by employers as a means of blocking organization of
-employes into genuine trade unions. ‘Company unionism is, based
on the theory that the employer and the employe have the same
interests and should cooperate. Some company unions actually en-
gage in collective bargaining, taking up such piddling questions as
company picnics, extra drinking fountains or toilets, etc. If the
workers in such an organization actually bring.up important mat-
ters such as wages, hours, etc., they can do little since the organi-
zation -is not equipped to struggle if necessary. A .company . union
has no connection with the organized labor mavement, .if has no
strike fund. Occasionally, company unions have been converted by
the workers into genuine unions. £

Compulsory arbitration, a policy of the government which forces a
union to accept arbitration and which prohibits strikes, thus greatly
weakening organized labor. Such arbifration laws are often claimed
to be impartial inasmuch as they usually state that the employer |
is likewise restrained from instituting a lockout. However, the em- |
ployer can always shut down his factory if he so desires. Compul- .
sory arbitration is usually favored by employers when the unions
are strong, aggressive and successful. Employers .have never clam-
ored for such laws when ‘the union movement was weak or non-

’ 13
Conciliation, an. effort to bring about peaceful agreements “between
unions and employers. The -conciliator is assumed to be that fabu-
lous character, a neutral person. Neither party is bound to accept
decisions of a conciliator, thus distinguishing conciliation from

‘Congress for Industrial Organization, the CIO, originally the Committee
for Industrial Organization, formed under the leadership of John Li
Lewis within the American Federation of Labor late in 1935,.to
work as. an organized group within the AFL 1o promate ihe cause
of industrial unionism. Suspended by” the AFL Executive Council
in the Spring of 1936 and reorganized as an independent federation,
it today claims a membership equal to that of the AFL. The CIO .is
a national federation of about 40 international unions, many of an
industrial character embracing the workers in such basic industries
as aluminum, auto, needle trades, oil, radio, rubber, shipbuilding,
steel, metal mining and textiles. It is generally assumed to be more
progressive than the AFL because the CIO contains many semi-
skilled and unskilled workers whom the AFL refused to accept,
because of the industrial structure of,the unions, because bureau-
cracies have not yet had time to solidify as they have over the AFL

‘in the walk-out.

had led the company to adopt an ir-
reconcilable attitude ‘of arrogant
confidence,

3) Steel shortages had resulted in
losses of - work - through temporary
layoffs; and the immediate prospects
ahead were - for a continuation of
these shortages.

4) The GM workers had them-

selves gohe through an.exhausting,
"four-month stitike and needed a cer-

tain respite to.recover their strength.
Despite these considerations, had a
single. worker remained discharged
a strike would have unquestionably
followed. .. s e X

This: settlement is undoubtedly :a
sethack for the union. The April 24
demonstration had the full support of
the International which pledged ‘to
back up anybgdy who suffered for
answering the call. GM has succeeded
in penalizing many participants al-
though it was compelled to modify its
stand. What was at stgke here is an
important political _principle. The
workers decided to stop work not_to
make any demands upon their own
bpsses but in order to .put their de-
mands before the government; the
government which they consider,
however erroneously, their govern-
ment.

GM has arrogated to itself the.
‘dictatorial right to declare that it
will use its power over the workers’
jobs to prevent them from engaging
in certain types of politicdl action.
The company has therefore not only
hit oat against the unions but. it huas
struck a blow at the wvery heart of
the workers democratic, political

rights in-the most direct sense. The’

representatives of the bosses in
Washington utilize their political
power to strengthen the position of
the capitalists. The capitalists spear-
headed by GM utilize their economic
power to shield their representatives
from the wrath of the workers.

We would not be so foolish as to
believe that every and all grievances,
under any and all circumstances
must be fought out to the bitter end
by . strike “action. However, in this

" case it was and still is possible to

transform the undoubted setback for
the union into a” blow against the
company and into an advantage for
the union. But that can be done only
if the leadership of the union or
some section of it has-a clear under-
standing sof the political policies
which the labor movement must
adopt and a determination to carry
them out. It is necessary to broad-
cast to all, to the union members, to
all workers, to all gections of the
population the political meaning of
the actions of the GM company.
This incident proves that the big
capitalists utilize their control over
the nation’s wealth to dictate to the

" workers and to control the govern-

ment. It is necessary to destroy that
political power by expropriating the
Sixty Families. It is necessary to
form an Independent Labor Party
in order to do this. But the leaders
of the unions, including the UAW,
support the capitalist political par-
ties. They accept as God-given the
“frée-enterprise” system.of rule by
the big monopolists. It is the politi-
eal backwardness of the labor lead-
ership that allows GM to strike at
the union.

WHOSE FAULT IS IT?

+At the May 12th meeting of loeal
presidents, in the absence of any
serious opposition, the representa-
tives of the Addes-Stalinist bloe had
a field day. These demagogues, with-
out any political ideas to propose,
were in unanimous agreement with

. the proposed settlement. But they

uged the occasion for a parade of
bombast against the workers in those
GM plants that did not participate
Every difficulty,
every problem, every loss was due to
the faet that a lot. of GM workers
had stayed on the job, said they. And
you see, Reuther is head of the GM
department. Therefore . . . Origi--
nally they had come prepared to re-
peat the rumors that they had been
planting to the effect that the Reu-

.

Y, ———
Two Articles ...’
analyzing the General Motors-UAW
situation and the roles of the various

political tepdencies will. appear in
dhe next issue of LABOR ACTION.
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I am interested in joining the Workers
party.of the United States. Will you
j:l_euge send me all information as to
yonr Program un',d h;w 1 cﬁn become
a member.
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Penalties

ther group had opposed the demon-
stration but they took a different
tack after it had been conclusively
proven that the ‘demonstration in
Cadillac Square was finally called
upon the motion of Emil Mazey, one
of .the leading men in the Reuther
group.

It is true that thousands of GM
workers did not stop work for this,
demonstration. It is also true that
during the OPA demonstration of
last year, the Ford Rouge plant con-
trolled by the Addes group did mnot
stop work. These incidents betray
an element. of disunity in the ranks
of : the working class. This disunity
must be overcome. But where does it
arise from? Is it the “fault” of the
GM or Ford workers? Does it result
from what someone said to so and
so over a bottle of beer?

These elements of disunity are the
direct result of the policies of the
union leadership during the war
years. The top leadership planted dis-
unity in the ranks of the workers;
they insisted upon disunity. All the
leaders without exception upheld the
no~strike pledge. They preached
about the sanctity of contracts. They
demanded that their members cross
picket lines. They put. administrators
over locals which insisted upon strik-
ing. In the Rouge plant under the
leadership of W. G. Grant of the
Addes-Stalinist -bloc they helped the
company to fire militant union _men.
And now, demagogues who are them-
selves responsible for breaking the
unity of the working class during its
wartime . struggles play the role pof
sanctimonius advisers to the GM
workers! :And this hypocrisy serves to
conceal .their total .inability to offer
any program to combat the attacks
of the bosses, politically and eco-
nomically. (At the meeting, the
spokesman of the ‘Addes group, Rich-
ard T. Leonard, already hinted that
his policy will be,to support Truman
in 1948.)

One militant from the Budd local

made a beginning in putting things.

in their proper light. He pointed out
how the decision to accept the modi-
fied penalties was a direct conse-
quence of the compromising policies
of the union leadership on the politi-
cal field. He denionstrated the fu-
tility of continued support of the
Democratic and Republican politi-
cians. He showed’ that .the tremen-
dous’ power of the Cadillac Square
demonstration proved that the work-
ers themselves were'ready to follow
their unions in a renewed offensive,
given the proper leadership.

But more voices like this must be
heard in the UAW.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

STATE OF THE ECONOMY

President Truman has no doubt gained his limited
objective of boosting his popularity by conducting the
sham battle against high prices. But the.battle was and
is a sham, and the kickback is going to be a stunner.
After all the ballyhoo, there have been a few scattered

“ipuny decreases, but these have been balanced by in-
creases in other commodities. Everything is the same

or worse, and here are.the facts.

i Corporation profits climbed to..an annual rate of $15
" billion in 1947's" firsti.quarter, decording to ‘the Com-
merce Department. That's $3 billion above 1946 profits.
The N. Y. Stock Exchange reported, May 17. that 322
companies reporting for the first 1947 quarter earned a
net of $707 millions, up 1129 per cent from the cor-
rasponding 1946 quarfer. Machinery and metals compa-
nies. were, up 247.5 ‘per cent; steel and iron, almost as
much; railroads, up 171.3 per cent; amusement, up 155.6

per cent, efc.

As to the widely heralded “10 per cent off”’ sales in
the small towns, those were largely devices to pawn off
shoddy merchandise on the public. The “Newburyport”
plan was dropped in several areas after it fizzled. The
South Side Chicago Merchants Association tried the
plan for a few days. Sales jumped 50 per cent the first
few days, then quickly dropped below normal. In Hing-
ham, Mass., the plan was abolished after local mer-
chants reported ‘“no appreciable inerease” in business

volume,

In the past seven weeks, the N. Y. Journal of Com-
merce weekly wholesale price index has been virtually
stable, fluctuating within the narrow range of 1.3
points. Of the 110 commodities used, 52 were un-
changed, 26 moved lower—and 32 moved higher. p

What is more, it is the important commodities, like
food and steel, which are not budging. Let’s listen to
the authentic voices of the masters in these industries:

€larence Francis, General Foods Corporation chair-
man, says housewives .shouldn’t expect a sharp break
in prices. Profit for his company’s first quarter this
year was equal to 98 cents a share (after plunking
aside a million for contingency reserves), compared
with first quarter profit in 1946 of 88 cents, said Fran-
cis smugly. While asserting that a downward trend in
food prices would be “a healthy thing” for the economy,
Francis shows no disposition to play doctor. “We are
“working on the -smallest over-all gross margins,in our

history,” he says.

Benjamin F. Fairless, president, U. S. Steel Corpora-
tion, purses his lips and says-his company is giving-no
consideration .at this.time to price 'reductions. The Jour-
nal of Commerce backs that view. ""Current expectations
are,".it reports, "that the steel industry will resist at-
tempts to .have .it cut quotations notwithstanding that
first quarter earnings reports show highly satisfactory

results.”

You see, the demand for steel is still far greater
than the supply. Mr. Fairless ‘and his colleagues are
capitalists, and quite properly therefore believe in
gettin’ while the gettin’ is good. They don’t give a hoot

in hell for Truman’s demagogy.

And don’t count on any significant reductions on
manufactured goods. The Guaranty Trust Co. of New
York in its current issue reports that the prices of raw
materials are ‘“too high” for finished goods to come
down, The Guaranty voices the complain that one hears
more and more from capital and industry—namely,
that it is food prices that are too high. This is the®
industrial capital,

traditional viewpoint of

By JACK RANGER

doesn’t mind lower food prices, because this means

Jdower living costs for the workers, and less pressure
on the factory-owners for higher wages. At the same
time, the less the workers spend on food, the more they
will have to spend on the products of industry,

But food shows no signs of coming down. In fact,
and this is the explosive factor in the situation, food
may very easily make the sharpest advances in the next
year. Why? The foreign situation. The workers’ food
'riots in Germany the other day are the tip-off that the
crisis in Europe is coming swiftly to a head. Food, and
vet more food, must be shipped- across to remove the
sharp edge of revolt from Europe's millions. Food is
Wall Street’s weapon against revolt abroad, and Wall
Street will use that weapon to the full. Here or there a
food item, in temporary over-supply, may be cut in
price, but do not look for any significant drop in food
prices for some time. ' i

Returning to the industrial viewpoint, here is the

National Industrial Conference Board, crying that the

real cancer in the present price structure is “the ex-
treme imbalance” within the price level rather than the
general level of prices. Translated, this means that Big
Business believes ITS profits are about right, but that
food prices are.too high. “A pair of shoes was equiva-
lent.to 18 pounds of butter in 1939, and 16 pounds in
1941,” the NICB report states. “Today it purchases
only 10 pounds. A factory worker receives in exchange
for his dollar only 39 per cent as much farm produce

as he did in 1939-1941, or only 54 per cent as much

which

as in 1926. . . . Should the government continue its sup-
port of high farm prices or aid-speculative movements
through a repetition of its _dism:Berly purchase program
in the first quarter of 1947, the spread between farm
and factory prices would widen rather than narrow.”

ECONOMIC NOTES

Well, look at foxy Joe trying to chisel Atlantic pas-
sengers off the competition. The Soviet State Fleet has
announced it will inaugurate this month a regular pas-
senger service between Odessa and New York, and at
prices far below those fixed by the North Atlantie
Passenger Conference. And between New York and
Mediterranean ports, the' Russian state fleet will charge
only ‘2,000 rubles—which works out at about $20, com-
pared with $‘160 to $360 on other vessels. That is indeed:

. low-cost transportation. . . . .

Trade union secretaries, take note: The three west
coast states of California, Washington and. Oregon are
expected to have 5,800,000 workers in the labor market
by 1950, an increase of 1,500,000, or 36 per cent, from'
1940, according to the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics,

Argentina is following the example of South Africa
in industrialization and has completed contracts for its
largest peacetime project, involving $100,000,000 worth:
of plant construetion machinery, and equipment. That
country will eonstruet a completely integrated steel
mill on the River Plate at San Nieolas, northwest of
Buenos Aires, to be in operation early in 1950. The
project will be financed ' '
announced five-year plan, with the profits garnered by
the government from the spread between what it pays
the nation’s farmers for meat and grain, and what it
sells those -commodities for in the world market. Our
State Department bellows at the
tinian farmers are taking, Well, how do the Washing-
tonians think this country was industrialized if not at
the expense of American farmers? . . . American textile
exporters are already worried that MacArthur is be-
Ing too generous with the Japanese by: proposing to let:
“Japiin operate 4,000,000 spindles. Before the war Japan
l?ad 12,000,000 spindles.

under Argentina’s recently

rooking the Argen-

Union Heads Rely on Truman, Not Labor -

(Continued t-rom page 1)

the Murrays. They wait on Truman
and rely on Truman,

Bill Green spoke over the radio
recently against the Taft-Hartley
bills. He uttered a great deal of
nonsense as Green always does.
John, L. Lewis remarked once that
he had looked into Bill Green’s head
and, said Lewis, “I give you my
word, there’s nothing there.”* Green
called the Taft-Hartley bills “slave-
labor legislation.” This is not strict-
ly correct of course. And if this
characterization were correct; one
would be at a loss to understand
Green’s amazing ineptitude and leth-
argy in the face of his helief that
the labor movement was about to be
enslaved. The only way that capital-
ism can enslave labor today is to
resort to fascist action. Does Bill
Green believe that fascism is on the
way in this country? If so he will
have to find a befter weapon than
his wailing radio orations.

BOSSES CAN'T WRECK UNIONS

Green also said that the purpose
of the bill is to “weaken and destroy
Iabor unions.” Bill Green either un-
derstands nothing about capitalist
society today, his role in that society
—or he was merely taking up time.
Undoubtedly the purpose of the bill
is to weaken labor unions. Capital-
ists do not want strong unions, that
is, strong in the sense of being un-
ions that will fight and express’the
solidarity of the working class. They
want -unions that will be docile and
tender in their approach to thé prob-
lems of wages, prices and profits. It
is not true, though, that the ruling
class wants to smash the unions.
This ig,not the beginning of the 19th
century. The capitalist ruling class
has no objection to the unions being
large so long as they .do not use
their size in a militant manner, for
resolute and determined struggles
against the employers and the gov-
ernment. Capitalism today prefers
that labor be organized so long .as it
is under the domination of a leader-
ship which is willing to “sit around
the .council and arrive at conclusions
which. are to the mutual interest .of
both labor and capitral." The capital-
ists are wjlling for the workers to
be organized under the Murrays anhd
the Greens so .Jong as the Murrays
and the Greens eorral labor for sup-
port of the imperialist wars of the
capitalists. The big employers are
willing for unions to be large so long
as they do nothing to upset.the Jim
Crow employment policies of eapital-
151,

The capitalist ruling class under-
stands today that it cannot destroy
or wreck the upions. If they. try this,
this .class will have ap aroused work-
ing class to deal with that will not
be quieted by the Murrays and -the
Greens. The capitalist bosses know
‘that.labor can best be controlled by
accommodating labor _leaders who
are willing to "listen to reason,” as
reason is interpreted by the capital-
ists themselves or their political rep-
resentatives at Washington.

NOT OUR GAME

When Bill Green talks about the
capitalists wanting to destroy the
unions he is totally ignorant of what
his role in the labor movement
should be. He is also ignorant of
what the ruling class conceives his
role to be. Why should the ruling
class want to destroy a labor move-
ment which only marks time while a
‘Hartley-Taft Bill is being passed?
Why should the capitalist bosses
want to provoke or infuriate a la-
bor movement, which has such pliant
and do-nothing leaders as Murray
and Green, ever ready to hold the
working class in check. What harm
will a labdor leadership do to the
ruling class if it is busy only button-
holing congressmen, or writing let-
ters to the President, or begging for
a 15-cent increase, or whining over
the radio, or waiting for a capitalist
President to veto a bill? Such a lead-
ership will never be effective against
disgracefully low wages, high prices,
robber profits or anti-labor bills,

‘H is difficult for Green and ‘Murray -

to get these things inside their skulls.
The Taft crew in Congress, aided and
abetted by the "liberal" Republicans
and the Southern Democratic Party
Southern lynchers, are out fo stifie la-
bor as a reward to the middle class fo
wham they promised & reductian in
income and other taxes. After they
have given this anti-labor sop to the
middle class, they will be din position
to make a smaller tax reduction than
they promised. After the middle class
has been appeased and softened up
by the anti-labor bill, they’ will be
willing to. accept any slight tax re-
duction gnd give their votes fo the
Republicans next year. At least that
is what the Republicans hope ‘for.
Also, Taft wants the nomination.
Dewey also wants the nomination.
Dewey is working underground to
upset Taft. He has his men in Con-
gress. The great “liberal” Ives is
Dewey’s man. The Republicans hope
that Truman will veto their bill so
that this-act can be wsed against

/!

him next year when The Man from
Missouri makes an effort to keep his
present address for 1948-52. Tru-
man, of course, knows these things
and he and his advisers are ‘busy
trying to expose the Republicans as
the enemies of labor. There are Kil-
gore, Morse, Green, Ives, Wagner,
O’Mahoney and Thomas. They are
“friends of labor.” But they stay in
the }Tpublican and Demoeratic par-
ties: The party of Taft and Hoover,
of the biggest of the capitalist boss-
es and the party of the Jim Crow

Southern lynchers. Friends of labor

indeed!

And all the ‘'while that this maneuv-
ering and conspiring goes on, the
leadership of labor sits and waits for
a veto by Truman. While all the
scoundrels of the capitalist ruling

class converge on Washington, labor
remains in the factories and its lead-
ership tied to their desks. .No united
action by labor. Labor only remains
“at ease." * .
The Republicans, Democrats and
theirt masters know that 1948 is
coming. They are Jockeying again
to divide the spoils and keep the
plunder in the family. What is the
trade union leadership doing? They
are hoping that the capitalist bosses
will not be too tough, too unreason-
able, too “un-American.” They are
at _their wits end trying to decide
wh!ch group of brigands to support,
which gang to sell labor too: ‘the
party of Bilbo or the party of Taft.
This was where they stood in 1944,
this is where they stand today, and
that is where they will stand in 1948.

Oakland Vote--

(Continued from page 1)

labor relations.” Leaflets against ra-
cial diserimination in the city govern-
ment were distributed only in the
overwhelmingly Negro districts of
town, no mention of this plank being
made in the general literature of the
league. In their final appeal for fair
play in the campaign, the candidates
issued a statement including a list of
“sponsors,” not one of whom was a
labor man. : i :

This weakness in the platfofm and
approach of the candidates and their
strategy committee should serve as a
warning to the workers who regard
them as THEIR candidates. Labor in
Oakland showed in the general strike
that there can be no “impartiality”
between strikers and scab-herders
and those who hire them. Lahor has
shown in the election campaign that,
if properly organized and sufficiently
militant, it can be just as powerful
on the political stage as it is in its

' economic organizations.

The workers of this city can justly
feel that they neither want nor de-
serve representatives in the City
Council who are “impartial.” They
have won the right to have the four
men they have elected represent
them with exactly the same “impar-
tiality” as is being shown by the capi-
talists’ representatives in the City
Council, the state legislature and the
national Congress.

With its four hold-over councilmen,
and with the fluke election of Shat-
tuck, the big-business machine still
has a majority in the City Council.

But everyone in Oakland; both on the
side of the workers and on the side
of the bosses, knows that the workers
of ‘this city actually won the election,
and that they are not going to stop
now, or lie quietly while the phoriy
majority in the city council walks
up and down their frame,

‘HEAT ON COUNCILMEN

. The working men and women.. of
‘Qakland have won a major political
vietory with their own strength and
their own organization. Once and for
all this should demonsirate the stu-
pidity of those, both inside and out-
side the Ilabor movement, who cry
that ldbor can’t win if it strikes off
politically on its own. But the victory
in the  ‘election -campaign can - be
turned into .a defeat later on if the
rank apd file' of labor just sits back
and expects the four new councilmen
to .do what is right. The ‘weakness of
program and approach shown during
the .campaign can well turn into -a
down-right sell-out under the pres-
sure of the business machine if the
workers aren’t srganized to keep.the
heat on their councilmen during ‘their
whele period in office. -

And there are further campaigns to
be fought by labor. What is needed
here in Oakland to cinch the victory
and extend it is a permanent political
organization of labor, set up on a
pasis of representation’ from the un-
ions which will keep the four .coun-
cilmen. toeing the mark, and. be pre-
bared to run independent candidates
in future elections, .

-
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By Bilbao

By A. FERRARRA

The most important and powerful
demonstration of working class op-
position to the Franco 1eg1me since
civil war days, a strike of approxi-

mately 30,000 steel, foundry and ship
yard workers in the vital industrial
center of Bilbao, brought industrial
life in that area to a virtual standstill
during the first and second week in
May. The immediate occasion of this
challenge to the Franco tyranny was
a series of reprisals ordered by the
Madrid government against thou-
sands of workers who absented them-
selves from work on May 1. The or-
der given by the Civil Governor of
Bilbao, Janaro Riestro, that 14,000
May Day absentees be fired and com-
pelled to re-apply for their job as
beginners with consequent loss of se-
niority and reduction of. pay, brought
thousands of other workers out to
join their class brothers in protest.

Doubt remains as to whether the
Franco authorities intend to enforce
the penalties decreed against, the
strikers who finally went back. to
work on May 9. A New York Times
writer in Bilbao during the strike re-
ports that despite the Civil Gover-
nor's insistence that the decree would
be carried out, business men and
working class spokesmen informed
him that such was not the case. The
same sources informed the New York
Times reporter that thousands of
workers had been jailed by the police
and many tortured in an attempt to
break the strike.

The same Civil Governor, Riestro,
who insisted that economic sanctions
would be carried out, also declared
that there had ‘been no large-scale
arrests since the strike movement.

The attempt of the Franco authorities
to depict themselves as. unafraid of
the workers is belied by the hesita-
tion to take economic action against

. the strikers which might immediate-

ly setéthe workers in motion again,
and by the secret attempt to break
the strike with police measures, a
move that obviously failed.
Although the strike did not spread
to other parts of Spain, particularly
Catalonia, where recent months have

‘Crisis of Franco’s
Regime Highlighted

Strike

seen a steady and ascending wave of
strikes take place, the political sig-
nificance "of this general strike in
Bilbao, Spain’'s second most impor-
tant industrial city after Barcelona,
is enormous. It reveals the weakness
of the Franco régime when confront-
ed by united and. serious working
class opposition.

It also reveals that the Spanhh
proletariat is rega,inlng its self-
confidence, is reformmg its ﬁght-
ing ranks, and is testmg its com-
bative power in these prelim:-
nary skirmishes. But most impor-
tant of all, such independent class
actien on the part of the Spamsh
workers deals a blow to the rot-
ten maneuvers of the bpamsh
government-in-exile and the so-
called Spanish working class par-
ties and trade unions. These peo-
ple are trying to consuﬂlmate A

" deal with the Spanish hourgcmsie
and its new oand:date for power
the pretender to the Spamsh
throne, Don Juan, to msta.ll a
ionarchicsl régime with “Titder-
a!" trappmgs to replace Franco
before the Spanish proletariat
once again enters the political

< arena.

How far along the road toward a
new betrayal of the Spanish people
to the bourgeois politicians and their
allies the parties of the Spanish
working class have gone is revealed
in the program and the background
of the new Spanish Republican gov-
ernment-in-exile headed by the “So-
cialist” Rodolfo Llopis. At the insist-
erice of t‘he right-wing Socialists, the
Secialist- dominated union, the UGT
and the anarchist CNT, a coalition
headed by Indalacio Prieto, the for-
mer Negrin ‘government was dis-
solved.

The purpose of this move was I.wo-
fold: First, to get rid of the Stalinists
on whom Negrin was relying too
heavily, and secondly, to establish
the political formula for making a
deal with the Monarchists. Llopis an-
nounced that the program of his gov-
ernment was based on the umty of
all anti-Franco forces, and that he

(Continued on page 6)
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By ALBERT GATES
JA\HE digest of the 20th
Century Fund report call-
ed “America’s Needs and Re-
jources,” sets out to prove that
between the years 1950-60, the

development of technology in

produection will have reached such a
he]g'ht that the standard ‘of living of
the popu]atlon in_the United Stafes
will, or ‘can, rise :mmeasmably.
Fmauécd by Edward A. Filene, Bos-
ton businessman, former New Deal-
er, and a bit of philanthropist, the
fund commlttee, ¢omposed of an as-
sorted group of ‘economists and stat-
mt:clans examined a varlety of fae-
tors to prove their contention

The report, if one is to ]udge by
the dlgest has on]y a limited irmpor-
tance, since the material presented
is not wholiy new or pointed, Yet it
adds to the accun‘:ulatlon of data to
pro\re the content:on of revolution-
ary soclahsts that “mddern produe-
tive methods have reached a level of
growth capabie of supplymg the ba-
sic néeds of ‘the mhsses and raising
their dtandard of llvmg beyond that
which the rlchest capitahst nation
in the world is ready, ‘willing and
ahle to give.

The fg.ctors cited ' in the report

which promise a hlgh level of pro-

duction in the coming years has al-
ready béen presented hefore. For
example, the resolution 'of the Work-
ers Party on the United States
which exammed the deve!opment of
the war eeonomy on the basis of the
vast material submitted by govern-

Rcuiroad Freight Rates Reflect
tight Between Capitalist Groups

By JACK RA\!GER

"Now that the U. S. Supremie Court
has upheld the Class Rate decision of
the Interstate Commerce Commis§ion,
lowering railroad class rates 10 per
‘cent in the South and West, and rais-
ing them 10 per cent in the East, the
governors of the eight southern
states are voicing rebel yells of vic-
tory. Ex-Governor Ellis Arnall of
Georgia, that liberal phony who in-
itiatel‘l the fight for lower railroad
rates in the South, has sprained his
arm patting himself on the back.

It can’t do any harm to veniilate
this situation with the truth, and
here is the straight dope.

OWNED BY 60 FAMILIES

The U. S. is one of the few nations
in the world whose railroads are
owned by private capitalists instead
of by the government For the past
100 years, U. S. railroads have had
one great basic principle of rate-
making—to charge all that the traffic
will bear. This principle has been
disguised and overladen with all sorts
of fine-spun theories of rate- makmg
which we haven't space to examine
now. This principle has been modified
by several factors. To meet or under-
mine the competition from water and
highway transportation, the railroads
will often set a freight rate that ac-

tually fails to cover the (J_D_eratin'g-

cost. Such are some transcontinental
rail rates (aimed at intercoastal
steamships) and less-carload rates
with pickup and delivery service
(aimed at the tluckels)

That prineiple of chargmg all ‘the
traffic will bear is also mod:ﬂed by
the fact that the great financiers
among America's 60 Families who
own the railroads also often own the
industries which slnp their materials
and products over the railroads
* Example: The Morgan Flrst Na-
tional group contro]s 11 ma]or rail-
roads. But this group also controls
Pullman, Inc., General Electric, U. S.
Steel Corporation, Kennecott Copper,
Phélps Dodge, American Radiator
and Standard Sanitary Corpoz‘ahon
Continenial Oil, Montgoméry Ward,
National Biscuit, Philadelphia &

"Reading Coal & Irop, Baldwin Loco- )
St. Regis

motive, Glen Alden Coal,
Paper, A. T. & T., International Tele-
phone & Telegraph, Consolidated Gas
Co. of N. Y., etc.

Example: The Kuhn, Loeb invest-
‘ment banking house, controls five ma-

jor railroads—Pennsylvania, UP, SP, |

Milwaukee Road, and Chicago &
North Western plus two minor roads,
the Katy and the Delaware & Hud-
son. This firm also controls Western
Union. ; ‘
Example: The Mellon group con-
trols the Virginian Railway, and also
controls Gulf 0Oil, Koppers Co., Alu-
minum Co. of America, Plttshurgh
Coal, Westinghouse Electric, Jones &
Laughlin  Steel, American Rolling
Mill, Cruclble Steel, Plttsburgh Plate
Glass, United Light & Power, ete,

Back in the 1880's the American
farmers got fed up with being milked
by the railroads, set up state railroad
commissions to defend themselves,
and elected Populists to office on anti-
railroad platforms. The railroads, to
defend their game, set up the Inter-
state Commerce Commission and had
it granted the monopoly of policing
interestate freight rates. The ICC is
essentially a stoage of the railroads.
It also regulates domestic water
transportation and the truck lines.

(You might ask: How come the
truckers let themselves be regulated
by a ra:l-mml!cd body? Well part of
the answer lies ‘in ‘the fact that veéry -
many of the big trucklmes—far more
than ever imagined by even astute

_trade unionists—are secretly owned

by the railroads.) BN
The railroads are constantly seek-
ing to extend the authority of the

and air transportation, but the latter
know the score too well. U. S. ocean
transport is controlled by its own
“front,”’ the Maritime Commission,
air transportation by the Civil Aero-
nautics Board.

THE CLASS RATE CASE

Because most of the wealth in the
country is concentrated in ‘the east-
ern states, because there the popula-
tion density is heaviest, there is the
center 6f industry, and there is where
other forms of transportallon com-
pete sharply with {he railroads,
freight rates have gencra]ly been
lower in the East, higher in the South

“and West.

Ex-Governor Arnall and other
southern politicians and industrialists
several years ago began agitating for
lower {freight rates. The ICC held
hearings on the matter and in 1945
issued 'its class rate decision? The
railroads ‘tied the decision up until a
few days ago when the Supreme
Court in its decision upheld the ICC.

Actually, the class rate decision is
a hoax uppn the South, and no vic- '
tory at all, and here is why.

There ‘are all sorts of rail freight
‘rates—commodity rates, class rates,
exceptions, etc. AND VERY LITTLE
TRAFFIC MOVES ON CLASS
RATES IN THE SOUTH. For in-
stance, within the eight southern
states, only 1.8 per cent of the traffic
moves on the class rates, now re-
duted by 10 per cent. From the South
to’ the North, only 0.9 per cent of the
traﬂic moves on, the reduced , class
rates. BUT FROM THE NORTH_TO
THE '‘SOUTH, 12.6 per cent .OF THE
TRAFFIC MOVES ON THE RE-
DUCED CLASS RATES.

‘Thus, the class rate decision is a
victory for the North, not for the
South. As one southern rate expert
commented, the class rate case is the
biggest hoax on the South since Dr.
Cook’s “Discovery” of the north pole.

How could it be otherwise? North-
ern capital still controls the govern-
ment, Pérhaps when northern capital

=

v

ICC over ocean water transportation .

decent;ahzes o the point where its
holdings in the South and West are
as important as its base in the East,
rail freight rates will be more equal-
ized. .

These basic facts presented here re-
fute Amalls olaims, of course. But
they do more, they explain certain
!ea,tures of the class rate dccision
which have be€n, puzzling some ship-

pers_for {wo years, sucll as why the

decision _handed out an UN’SOLICPI‘-
ED 10 PER CENT INCREASE in
class rates to the easfern rai!rom!s

Now it is true that this’ qucstmn of
rai] freight rates is not a workmg’
class issue. It has to do stncﬂy with
the quarrel over surplus value be-
tween. northern capita];sts and indus-
trmllsts, ‘and their southern and west-
ern rivals. Nevertheless, I am sure
many workers will ‘find of some in-
terest the points raised herem

‘ment agen_c:es and pnvate econb-
niists, described the = tremendous
growth of production, but showed
how this very growth crezited all the
conditions for a future cconomlc ‘col-
lapse of great magnitude. It was on
the basis of this growth too, that so
many economists forecast a sharp
erisis 'in the' reconversmn perioq with
millions of unemmployed. They erred,
riot in their fundamental analysis,
but in their timing, for the factors
which led them to miake that 'prog-
noms still hold good

PI!ODI.IC'I'IVIT\' 1S I(EY
TO 'ESTIMATE OF FUTURE

The Fund Réport enumerates sev-
eral importart fact.ors in the pres-
‘ent American économy and endeav-
ors to show how these can lead to
what it calls a new period of vast
prosperity. Let us summarize these,
but also show some of the contrad}o—
tions which accompany them,

.1. Population, growth, While estab-
llehmg a definite limit to population
growth (end of immlgrataou small-
er families, decline in birthrate, etc.)
the commjttee records the fact that
the war with its full employment,

-coming after the long years of the

crisis, was an impetus to marriages,
a growth of families and births as
a temporary phenomenon. For the
period of 20 years, between 1940 and
1960, the fund foresees an addition-
al growth of 22 million. While this
would normally create a larger home
market, it will also provide a larger
workmg population and increase the
potentlal army of unemployed. How-
eyer, given the primacy of the heavy
goods industries and the necessity
for an increasing production and ex-
port of capital goods, the increase
of the home consumers market, will
not have much weight in favor of a
future long-lasting prosperity such
as the fund projects provisionally
for the above years,

2. What will this increase in popu-
lation mean concrete]y in relation fo
the actual worklng force: Using ‘the
war years as a standard the fund
foresees a working force of 60 mil-
lion in 1950 and 63.4 million in 1960.
On ‘the basis of figures taken over a
long period of years it assumes that
five per cent of, the working popula-
tion will normally be unemployed
even in years of high plosperltv

3. I'rodu:ﬂvi!y ‘Is, of course, the

key to_the whole estimate mucie by

the, fund. Here !hg rate of drowih is
iuieres fng Indoed. for it exposes
more. than anyfhing, else fthe exploi-
tive ndture of capitalist socleiy in
the fact that the’ Irqmiem{oqu techno-
loglcul advances wblch u;coinpunied
the enormons rise of produfﬂ /ity on
the part 'of the workers Indlvndunlly
and ds a class, did not redound in
favor of the masses but wenf fo in-
crease the profifs, wealfh and in-
comes of Amorl:qs capitalist class.

u. s. Proi‘ecfs Its 1slénd Interests Through

‘By GASTON nnoycne

TH’E Republic of Santo Dommgo,
.which shares possession of a West
Indian island with the Republic of
Haiti, has been strangled by one of
{he darkest and most blood- thlrsty
{yrannies in history. The ommpotent
tyrant who for the last 17 years has
held in his bloody claws all the pow-
er of the country, has proven worse
than ‘even the most famous of South
American military dictators; more
brutal, gross, sanguinary and venge-
ful by reason of his cowardice.

_ Ever since 1930, when Rafael Leon-
idas Trujillo seized power by a com-
ic-opera military conspiracy, he hag
bled the generous people of Santo
Domingo white in the persons of
their finest sons. -Brandishing a
threatening whip and standing with
his -soldier’s boot pressed down on
the neck of the population, this co-
lonial- plantatwn overseer has. .kept
himself in power by means of fraud
persecution and murder as his nor-
mal régime. The barbarous foreman

has known no limits; no curb has

been put on the uniformed beast who
offends human conscience with his
thousands of cr:mes

The most aggresswe U. S. imperial-
ists have never fouhd a more loya.!
lackey than the Dom:moan' tyrant.
This abortién of Yankee imperialism
grew up to bolilica] life_about twenty
years ago, and ever sincé then, while
he . stereotypes his smile to Wall
Street he has been brutally thrash-
ing the blood- stained backs of the
Dominican people. Reciprocating this
abominable service, Wall Street and
the State Department have given lim-
itless support to the dictator. Con-

l’ronhng them, in the struggle agamst

_the powerful forces .in the U. 8. A.

which- uphold Trujillo and  his san-
gnlnary régime, the American people
in general and the revolutionary. So-
cial:sts in particular, are in duty
bound fo'help the Dominican revolu-
_t‘.ionarles -and ‘people to. free them-
selves from the yoke of this tyranny
in ‘Santo Domingo. There. are thou-
sauds ol' Dominican revelutionaries
in exlle at the present time preparing
an arméd war agdinst Trujillo, To
them will fall the task, of setfing an
enslavéd people economically and so-
cially free.

'I'runllo is. not only the murderer
of hlS people. He is also—and on a
big scale—the colonial bridgehead of
the most aggressive part of U. S. im-
perialism. Little 'by little, insensibly,

_pansion is

-
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The above index records this growth.

Between the years 1860 and 1940
the volume of productionland the use
of energy increased, 11 times. From
the above figures, the fund drawg
thie conclusion that the technologlcal
advances and the inerease of ‘pro-
ductivity did not necessarily lead to
an excess workmg force and that.
the inventions in turn produced new
jobs to absorb workers threwn out
of jobs by technological . changes
The fund believes that the future
years will see a 1epet:t)on of the
features of an economy in growth.
In making this forecast, however,
the fund’s economists have appar-
ently overlooked the meanmg of the
1929-39 crisis.

REPQRT OVERLOOKS

'FAC'I'ORS OF DECLINE

The report makes a  proyvisienal
estimate, also on the basis that
everythmg- will be normal that it is
reasonable to expect a ."gross na-
tional product of $177 billion in 1950
and : $202 billion in 1960.” Is this
good? It would mean that a fifth
more goods would be produced in
1950, than in 1941 (a.war year!).
But the coming years will also bring
higher taxes and lower 'savings,
and despite the fund’s hopes, a rela-
tively. shrinking home market. Al-
though the report declares that the
increase in productivify for the com-
ing years will mean. a higher stand-
ard of living for the masses, they
.overlook the factors of high prices,
declining “quality of goods, lack of
housing and other decisive elements
which go to make up a standard of
living.

Yet the capacity of American in-
dustry, not necessarily continues to
grow, but even if this is static or
declines, the bacuc mechap:?ahon of
industry does not make this a seri-
ous factor. The war years ‘have
shown that given the existing indus-
trial plant in the country, rapid ex-
always possible. The
growth of productivity over the past
nine decades has averaged 18 per
cent Per decade. The fund %estimates
that from 1940 to 1960 another 30
per cent growth can take place '

AII of fhese pqsifwe !u:lors r\ge
as the basis for the fund's opﬂml's":
9lclnre of the next decade or more.
Nul-urolly. the factors of ‘decline do

thls imperialist faction is turning in-
to the American expression of.fas-
cism, making its obJectwes clearer
daily. In the struggle for full domin-
ion over universal economy, the Yan-
kee imperialist{-neo-fascists .are be-
ginning to make I.heu- first au.empt';
at liquidating all democratic manifes-
tations in the country, with a recru- '
descence of racial and. . political
chauvinism, anti-labor legislation,
and the exacerbation of the lowest
anti-Semitic . passions. The game is.
already. marked out; to subrmt declin-
ing British 1mpenahsm to the posi-
tion, of a Yankee agent in Europe to
reinforce the Chinese . and Japanese
bourgeoisies in A51a‘, and to" support
unreservedly the Latin American tyr-
ants. With the American continent in
its fist, the U. 5. A. expresses, through

not mdke iup pdrt of fho_esf‘lmuiq pro-
vided by the digest af the voluminous
reporf But onf cap easily see what'is
wrong with its ‘bdsic approdch, Its
analysis is not truly u!l-ombru:lng, It
does not take into account the reia-
tion of Amer an economy to warld
copitulltm. The nuoning of tite érisis
‘of ‘the_ Thirtiés . pldys. no part.in it
;either, nor does the ipecial nature of
the war economy and its “artificial™
eipﬂnslon through government de-
thand ‘and. ‘monles. Yet ‘it is upon a
ptoper. placing of ihnq factors that
one's prognoses of. the future of
Amorico depends.

It has been -clear to the Marxist
economists, at least, that the ecrisis
of the Thirties was no. ordinary
cyclical erisis, but a coﬂapse of per-

. manent. character the decline being

-

'rujillo: Santo Domingo’s Bloody

precipitate and .halted only by the
outbreak of the greatest world war
in the hlstory of mankind.

America came out of the war the
undisputed power. of the world with
a highly expanded economy. The
domestic market can in no way meet
the requirements:of this expanded
industrial potential which was given
such impetus by the war. . To meet
the needs of its new industrial ex-
pansion, - American® capitalism must
conquer .the world market, otherwise,
a decline of production, and a con-
'traction of the industrial potential
must follow. That would méan not &
new wave of prosperity, but 'a new
series of sharp crises signalimng the
collapse of the one remaining capi-
tahst econoniic’ power

‘ONLY HOPE FOR SOCIETY
IS SOCIALIST VICTORY

Without considering this decistve
fuctor, the fund could only draw
a series of lovely portraits of what
is  possible . @iven the enormous
American . industrial . organization,
Here is t‘ne nub of the whole ques-
tion. Given a capitalist society, the
wonders' that are possible with this
industrtal organization will never be
real:zed For, under . capltallsm, the
one: decisive motive of production is
profit. The slightest disruption in
profit, its decline, which would at-
tend Amenca s inability to conquer
the world market, would lead to a
cessatlon of mdustrlal actw:ty at
home and usher ‘in the new crisis.

While the report does foresee the
possibility of a rising standard of

its ruling classes, the essence-of Hit-
lerite policy. In the Caribbean area,
Tu.ulllos du:tatorshlp is a. military
base against the revolutionary-demo-
cratic policies in Cuba angd Venezuela.
Today, Cuba and Venezuela have,up-
set the balance of feudoqmpeuallst
politics. Bo”th nations are héaded, al-
though with petty-bourgeois tlmldxty,
toward a social-revelutionary policy,
and agamst them Trujillo expresses

the splnt of self- defense as well as
the ‘desireés of Yankee zmpemallsm

RAFAEL LEONIDAS TRUJILLO—

As a consequence of the decadént
Monroe Doctrine of consitdesing . all
the. Americas, as belongmg to the
U. S. A—a faithful lmperlallst inter-
pretation—the Républi¢ of Santo Do-

mingo was invaded by the U. S. mili-

. bmls of a produclion of |

living on the basis of figures alone,
the real capitalism does not operate
that way. The post-war yedrs have
a]fea(}y s€en a dlmlnution ‘of the
standard of living of the people even
though industrial production is high!
Given peace dnd the absence of gov-
ernment funds, private capitalism
has returned to its more classic
forms of operation. For all ‘the wails
;of the bourgeoisie, it tontinues to
take such an enormous share out of
the total production undeér eonditions
Of, 2 contracting hone and world
market that a rise in the standard
of living of a whole 'people is, not
‘possible without a sharp cutting'into
the profits of America’s-2uling class.
And giveR capitalism, the process
works otherwise: profits dre main-
tained, if there are any profits to be

.drained out of production, at the ex-

pense of the masses. In the absence
of profits, there would be no produc-
tion at all. .,

What the reporl Qou po]n'l' pof in
abundance is that the precondition
for a decent life Is’ .present in_the in-
dustrial grganization of. the. country,
But #his could be renll:ed only with a
total tearqcnlnilon of seciefy and by
an_elimination. of the private. owrer-
ship of the means of.production, und
‘of profits as the motive force in the
'production process. A socialist reor-
‘gonizaticn , of :soclety.. which ‘woud
-establish production, for ‘use on. the
bundun:e,
could, given even the ‘preseént - indus-
‘triel‘apparatus, provide for'a decent
standard of ljving for, all. the, people.
And. glven such a social orgunhuﬂon.
there could not possibly exist, for éx-
ample, . the. ‘present _hdusing. -crisis
which will ‘continue as long as the
sole interest of the houslnq Indusfry
‘Is profit. .

If one wants to see how rotten the
body of capltallsm has becoime, he
need only examine the 20th Gentury
Fund Report and relgte it to the real
society we .are-presently living un-
der. The need for Socialism will
loom only greater in his eyes.

NEXT WEEK:

The ‘Housing l'rublem—
A review of Abrdms’ book
by Henry Newman

°
Economic. Trends 'in fhe U. S.
by Abe Himboy
°

Strike and Unlons

tary forces at the close of 'the first
World War and occupied by them for
the space of e1ght years. The ‘pretext
was the usual one: pacification of ‘the
island;  the. basic objective was.the
-possession .of its riches with the, pene-
trahon of 1mperlallsz capltal It was
a long and bloody mtervention and
duriig the course of it the 'natives
rose many times, against foxelgn oc-
cupation, takmg to the htgh moun-
tains of the Cibao region, where they
held ,out and conducted guerrilla op-
erathns The Amerlcan mllltaly re-
pression was unspeakable: the mur-
der of thousands of defenseless peo-
ple by, drunKen froopers, the com-
,plete control of the whole state ap-
paratus, and the founding of large
factories for mdustrlahzmg the ‘sugar
(Continued on page 5)

A Lesson in Capitalism for the St

On page three of the Sunday, May 18
edition ‘of the New York Times there ap-
‘Pears a photograph of a huge pile of po-
tatoes. The headline’ above the picture
roads- “A Large Order of Potatoes Goes
to Waste in Ala'f)ama.’_’ Under the picture
“More than fifty
tons of the surplus vegetable grown in
Baldwin County are dumped by- the gov-
‘ernment near Foley because of a glutted
market. Kerosene was poured over them
to make théem unfit for consumptlon

It is a great pity that- copyright laws

there is this description:

e T T

Waste,

rong

-.prevent us, from reprmtlng the plcture.
We should have liked to enlarge the pic-
ture several times its size in the Temes
and to dlsplay it prommently on page one
of LABOR ACTION For this mountaln
.of potatoee speaks volumes —_ about the
government and about capltallsm )
Starvatlon is rampant over the world.
Detailed reports on this starvation in Ger-
many, England, Poland and other Euro-
pean and Asiatic countries, have appeared
in the Times, It is really a tribute to the
restramt of the copywriter on the Times

Woirld

and the venerable editors of this venerable
paper that they are able to comipose So
modest a caption, “a ldrge order of pota-
toes ‘goes to waste.’_’ We lack the capacity
for such admirable restraint.

indeed! Nofhl‘ng as simple as

“waste” can describe this revolting spec-
tacle, fhis murderous crime committed
agamst the starving peoples of the world.

It took kerosene to make fhe potatoes
unfit for consumption. Capitalism turns
one’s stothach without benefit of the sim-
ple poisons. ”
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Science Serves the Warmongers

How much criminal insanity can man
endure? Potatoes are burned while a world
cries for food. And science advances with
the perfection of bacterial warfare.

With World War 1I barely ended, we are
treated to the consoling-news that “Germ
War Threat Worse Than A-Bomb.” (PM
—Monday, May 19.) Two scientists have
just published their report on Bacterial
Warfare in the Journal of Immunology.
“The report,” says PM, “analyzes, in cold
“scientific terms, the possibilities of 33 dis-
ease- producing bacteria and viruses in
spreading pestilence and famine among
“ehemy nations.”

+~Arnd a rare choice we have too. Anthrax,
botulism, undulant fever glanders, influ-
enza, malaria, meliodosis, black plague,
~psitticosis, tularemia, typhus, yellow fe-
ver, and other ‘pestilences, rare and com-
mon. Midst such splendor and variety the
. latest announcements from the atomic
front, including the atomic cloud ray an-
nounced last week, must fight hard to hold
their attraction. Nor are the methods of
dissemination limited, although the best
method is found to be by aircraft sending
out vast clouds of droplets.

Lest there be troubled consciences over
the complete effectiveness of bacterial
warfare, we gre assured that scientists
have become so exceedingly skilled under
the opportunities afforded them by our
system of free enterprise and investiga-

“tion that they are able to immunize the
- _germs themselves. Just don’t think that
anybody is going to defend himself easily
against bacterial attack. The scientists
have developed germs that are immune to
decontamination!
"~ However, there is comfort for the faint-
hearted in the refusal of some plagues to
yield to man’s easy manipulation. The sci-

I. G. Farben and

Amidst all the current hullaballoo and

crocodile-tear shedding about the Ameri-
can labor movement and how selfish it is
—just imagine: it wants a decent liveli-
hood for every American worker—the
Amerlcan press has somehow managed to
bury the news that the U. S. government
has just indicted 24 executives of the gi-
gantic I. G. Farben industry in Germany
on the grounds of “fomenting and waging
aggressive war for mass murder and plun-
der.” What is so especially interesting
about this fact is not merely that this huge
cartel is accused of responsibility for the
war, but rather that I. G. Farben had inti-

mate ties" with major American corpora-,
tions. Among these are the Dow Chemical,

Standard Oil of New Jersey and Alumi-
num Company of America; these firms are
specifically mentioned in the indictment
but there are probably others as well.

Now the question immediately arises:
Everything which the indictment. charges
I. G. Farben with is no doubt quite true;
every crime it is charged with, it commit-
ted. But what about its American sulbisidi-
aries’ and partners?

If Farben is guilty, isn’t ALCOA just
as guilty?

If Farben is gullty, isn’t Standard 0il
just as guilty?

‘Farben is accused of functioning as an

international trust; that means it must
have had intimate relations with major
corporations in other countries. And AL-
COA, Standard Oil and the rest were the
American cronies of Farben.
. The government indictment has rather
4 difficult time with this problem. It has
to 'admit the obvious fact that these Amer-
ican corporations were in cahoots with
Farben, But it tries to absolve them of
responsibility, by suggesting that they
‘were’not aware of the war-provoklng role
:Qf their German partners.

entists thus had to reject 37 diseases as
unfit for military use. These rascally dis-
eases include bubonic plague, cholera and
typhoid—for which mankind ought to give
them a special vote of thanks by, perhaps,
letting them feed on the:diseased brains
of the imperialists.

Our indignation is tempered by the vis-
tas these discoveries open. There is virtu-
ally no limit to their military use: reduc-
ing cities, disorganizing industrial areas,
“scorching” the earth, murdering rapidly
in close fighting and rapid movement.

Somewhere toward the end of their re-
port, the two scientists urge some kind of
international control on these achieve-
ments of man’s industry and brain. It is a
feeble, self-conscious, embarrassed end,
for it is so patently ridiculous.

Scientists who bend themselves to such
perversion cannot be relieved of their
blame, though the blame is only secondar-
ily theirs. The few scientists, for example,
who refused to participate in the,fashion-
ing of the atom bomb truly acted accord-
ing to the conscience of scientific inquiry.

For science should be used to advance man’

not to destroy him.

" It is our opinion that men of science
should have refused to work on these
weapons. However, the principal guilt lies
not with the accessories, but with the trig-
ger men and the master-mind, the danger-
ously lunatic system of imperialism, That
is where the locus of the disease sits, em-

bracing in its deadliness all the menace of

the 33 mllltarlly fit diseases. Its rottenness
spills over in famine, wars, exploitation.

To permit this diseased body to walk
about freely is to succumb to madness.
Elementary social hygiene demands that
we protect ourselves from its virulence by
interring it with our own scientific weap-
ong, the weapons of social liberation.

Its Allies
) | s

Can anyone believe this sort of non-
sense? Can anyone believe that such
shrewd, unscrupulous and calculating cap-
italist operators as the heads of Standard
Qil were merely innocent lambs unaware
of what their German partners were do-
ing?

This is a story whlch weuld be laughed
out of a klndergarten and be sneered at in
a nursery._school.

For the facts are that the Amerlcan
corporations  involved .with Farben were
just as guilty. You may remember that at
the beginning of the war there were sen-
sational disclosures of the intimate ties
which these American corporations had
with Farben and other German cartels.
We reported them fully in LABOR AC-
TION. Nothing whatever was done about
those disclosures; they were passed by
without decisive action.

Now again the facts are coming out.
Eager to place historic responsibility for
the war on the German leaders, the U. S.
government simulfaneously discloses the
fact that U. S. capitalism was equally re-
sponsible. ¢

It is 'time the facts were known; it is
time the entire truth was told. Everything, .

everything about the machinations of Big
Business in the U. S. w11;h its fascist cro-
nies. Then we will see that the last war,
‘as all other wars in capitalist society, was
“the result of the destruc$-ive nature of all
capitalist economies; wewill see that the
guilt which the U. S. government tries to
assign exclusively to the German indus-
trialists should rightly be placed on capi-
talist society as a whole.

Read and Subscribe to
LABOR ACTION

and
\THE NEW INTERNATIONAL)
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Struggle in Java Continues ,_

‘Two months ago the Cheribon Agreement was
signed between the Dutch imperialists and the Indo-
nesian Republic, according to which the conflict be-

tween the two was presumably settled. Recent reports
* from Java indicate that nothing of the kind is true.

A report to the New York Times of Sunday, May 18,
1947, indicates that not one of the issues in dispute has
actually been settled. The basic issue—shall the Indo-
nesian-countries remain under the rule of Dutch im-
perialism?—continue to exist, agreement or not. '

Thé Cheribon Agreement was really a patched-up
compromise between the Duteh, who had been hard
pressed in Indonesia since the end of thé war, and the
so-called “moderates” among the Indonesians. The
“mogerates” ‘are the bourgeois elements, those ready to
make a deal with the Dutch and betray the desires of
the Indonesian people for national 1ndependence, ex~
pressed since the end of the war by unceasing struggle
against the Dutch. The ascendency of the pro-Dutch
“moderates” was accompanied by the partial suppres-
sion of the more intransigeant nationalist elements
among the Indonesians.

Yet the situation remains one of armed truce. A
basic provision of the Cheribon Apreement was that the
Dutch imperialists should get back their plantations.
Though the agreement allowed for a formally free re-
public of Indonesia, it reestablished the economic domi-
nation of Dutch imperialism and thereby actually the
sovereignty of the Dutch in every aspect of Indonesian
life.

Now the szes reporter, Robert Trumbull, writes
that “‘Lack of progress toward the promised return of
the Java and Sumatra plantations to their pre-war
operators has confirmed the opponents of the Cheribon
pact in their skepticism....” He continues: “Republican
officials have.informed the Dutch that non-Indonesian
estate owners or lessors may return now to their pre-
war holdings ;n the interior. At the same time, accord-
ing to authoritative Duich informants here, the Indo-
nesian leaders are forced to acknowledge that they can-
not guarantee the safety of the Dutch in the interior.”

RESIST RETURN OF DUTCH EXPLOITERS

Trumbull continues: “Apparently the Republican
Cabinet is willing to transfer the pluntations, in accord-
ance with the Cheribon Treaty, but the acquiescence of
the Indonesians mow actually in possession of the es-
tates t's another matter. Thus the present impasse
arises.’

These are highly interesting remarts. What seems to
have happened is that the "moderate” Indonesian com-
promisers granted the Dutch their basic demand—the
right to continue their economic overlordship—but that
the peasants working on the plantations to which the
Dutch were supposed to return refuse to acknowledge
this peint. The peasants understand only too well what a
return of the Dutch owners means; they remember only
too well the way in which the:Dutch have stripped the
country of its wealth during the years of their imperialist
domination. And so, though the:leader of the "moderate™
republic, Siharir, is ready tormuke "gentlemen's agree-

“ments” with the Dutch, the Indonesian people are not.

They want national independence and with it the eco-
nomic substance of national’ independence: the expropri-

ation of the Dutch imperialists! Their present resistance
to the Cheribon Treaty is therefore a highly encouraging
sign.

For their part the Dutch are trying in every way to
regain the substance of their former imperialist power,
regardless of what the formality may be. They are
ready enough to allow Sjharir and his cohorts to call
themselves “ministers”’so long as they, the Dutch, have

the actual power. Accordingly, Trumbull reports, they ’

have “announced this week the imminent arrival in .

"Java of, the Dutch Second Division, tJ‘ms materially in-

ereasing Dutch strength in the Indies.” s
And at the same time the Dutch contmue theu' na‘val

blockade of Indonesian ports, its purpese heing, Trum: |

bull reports: “to prevent ewport of wrubber apd other

produce from non-Indonesian pr opertws_am,d the tmpo-rt :

of military materials.”. - iy i
DUTCH TRY DEVICE OF DIVIDE AND' guu g

Still another means by which ‘the Dutch are trying .

to reestablish their imperialist controls over Indonesia
is-by fomenting internal dissension among the various
peoples who live in Indonesia. They have created the
so-called autonomous states of East Indonesia and West
Borneo. This is a familiar imperialist, device. The
French use it in Indo-China where they attempt to
divert the Indo-Chinese revolt by creating a movement
for the autonomy of one pirovince, Cochin-China. The
British are the time-honored.masters of this trick; they
have set off Hindu against Moslem in India for cen-
turies. Behind ‘such moves there is always one central

" purpose: weaken the movement for national liberation

of the oppressed people.

These events in Indonesia should be @ matter for some
study for all those who have blithely concluded that the
era of imperialism is at an end, that the lion is cuddling
up to the lamb, that the Western powers are voluntarily
surrendering their positions in the colonial world. As we
have said time and again, nothing of the kind is true.
What has happened is that the Western imperialist pow-
ers have had to make certain political concessions, have

had to come to terms with the more conservative bour-

geois sections of the colonial populations in order more
effectively to prevent genuine mass movements for total
and unconditional indcpendence. But they have clung with
fierce determination to their economic control and have
been ready to fight to the last for it.

Wherever the “moderate” bou{'g‘ems elements of me
colonial nations, have made deals with the imperialist
powers, genuine national liberation has not been
achieved. On the contrary. :

So we see that the fundamental Marxist conception
on this matter, as summarized in Trotsky’s contention
that genuine national liberation for the colonial peoples
could be won only under the leadershlp of their uncom-
promising working classes, has in actuality been con-
firmed. New and severe conflicts between the Dutch and
the Indonesian massés are certain to take place. Similar
conflicts will take place in all other colonial‘areas. The
surge of the colonial peoples toward freedom has re-
sulted in the partial success of formal independence in
a few colonial countries, but the task of actual libera-
tion still remains. We may expect that in the coming
period this conflict will sharpen in intensity, with the
“moderate”
peoples.—I. H.

ets A Dangerous

Precedent in Court Action

compromisers thrust aside by the colonial

LABOR ACTION wishes to cem-_.
ment, somewhat belatedly, on 2 mat-
e for

ter of considerable ‘importan
American workers. We are referring
to the ease which recently came up
in the New York Supreme Court in
which Cutters Local 10 of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers
Union, was upheld by Justice E. L.
Hammer in its action of suspending

four dissident union members. The ,

four members, obviously Stalinists,
were shop workers who had, accord-
ing to the ILGWU claim, severely
libeled David Dubinsky, ILGWU
president. The union leadership
thereupon suspended the four, whose
court appeal was rejected.

Now we, at the moment, do not
have very intimate knowledge of the
situation in Local 10; but it really
doesn't matter, for what is involved
in this ‘case is a question of union
democracy. We are quite ready to
grant that the Stalinists did slander
Dubinsky. Knowing the Stalinists for
what they are, that isn't difficult to
believe. (Not that Dubinsky isn't epen
to a great deal of criticism from a
labor point of view. It's just that the
Stalinists aren't the proper people to
make that criticism.) For the pur-
poses of the point we wish to make
here, we are ready to grant the
claims made by the ILGWU.

But we believe that the action
taken by the union is highly danger-
ous to the health of the labor move-
ment. The Stalinists must be fought;
yes. They must be exposed; yes. But
to suspend unionists from member-
ship is to set a highly dangerous
precedent; it is to meet the Stalinist
danger with the same sort of .meth-
ods the Stalinists use and it is to
give them a demagogic handle which

they can utilize for their own reac- .

tionary purposes. (Usually union
suspension means the loss of a job
and the possibility of getting an-

‘other one in the trade; in this ecase,

" the TLGWU announced that the men

would not be deprived of their jobs,

-buf only of their union rights.)

DANGEROUS PRECEDENT
What has the ILGWU achieved by

. this action? Has it exposed the reac-

tionary nature of Stalinism? . No.
Has it convinced workers that the
Stalinists are totalitarian opponents
of every genuine demoecratic and so-
cialist ideal, the agents of a dictator-
ship whose purpose in the labor
movement is to dlstmt it for their
ends? No.

The ILGWU has snbsﬁ!uhd police
measures for political clarification. It
thereby shows its own insufficiency
and bureaucratic nature. And it has
set a highly dangerous precedent.

Suppose an opposition group in the
ILGWU arises which is not Stalinist,
which is, rather, anti-Stalinist.. Sup-
pose this opposition group circulates
not slander, but accordance and mili-
tant criticism of Dubinsky and his co-
horts. Is it so incredible that Dubin-
sky might take the same sort of ac-
tion against such a group as he would
against the Stalinists? )
Suspension’ or expulsion from a
union is permissable only on one
ground: proof that members have

“acted in collusion with a boss or have

sabotaged a class struggle activity
of the union. For instance, if a un-
ion calls a strike and a member dis-
closes certain secret information
about that strike to the boss, the ex-
pulsidn is in order. Or if he refuses
in any way to fight together with
his fellow workers -in that strlke,
cxpulswn is in order.

HELPS STALINISTS

But once you start expelling or
suspending members for criticizing
union leaders, there's no telling
where you'll end up. You might end
up with the sort of dictatorial ré-
gime that Bill Hutcheson has in the
AFL carpenters union. You might
end up with the sort of union set-up
the Stalinists try to create whenever
they grab control of a union. And
by imitating their methods, you give
the Stalinists an opportunity to pose
as exactly what they are not: de-
fenders of workers’'. democratic
rights.

The ILGWU leaders claim ﬂmt in
this case the Stalinist criticism was
slanderous, that it went beyond the
bounds of normal dissent. That may
well be true. But that's the price you

By V. L. Lenin:

Letters from Afar ... ... .. 20c
On the Eve of October ... 20¢
Paris Commune ... ... 25¢
The Proletarian Revolution

and the Renegade Kautsky.. 35¢
Tasks of the Proletariat ........ 20c
TEACHINGS OF KARL MARX.. 25¢
The Young Generation ... 20c

War and the Second lnleracf’l ‘25¢
War and the Workers 15¢

Prices include cost of postage and
handling.

All orders must be prepaid-

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square

Long Island City 1, 'N. Y.

pay for a democratic union. You have
to permit slanderous criticism as well

as legitimate criticism. And in any

case, it is obvious that those against
whom the criticism is directed are not
in the best position to defermine
which criticism is
which is not. ;
The action of the ILGWU is espe-
cially alarming in view of.the. fact
that it comes at this particular time,
when there is a virtual red- hunt be-
ginning in the country. This sort of
red-hunt will not stop to distinguish
Dbetween Stalinists and genuine radi-
cals and socialists, By its action, the
ILGWU plays directly in the hands
of the red-baiters in Washington.
But just as bad, it helps the Stalin.
ists, Now, as they undoubtedly are in

‘Local 10, the Stalinists can pose as

defenders of democratic rights. And

.so long as they can do that, their hold

on the workers under their influence
will not be broken.

It is for these reasons that we be-
lieve the action of the ILGWU lead-
ership was a serious error. It is one
which should not be repeated in any
union, _

“FREEDOM FROM

FEAR SECTION

By GERRY McDERMOTT

(The following United Press dis-
patches all were pub]lshed on
May 9th.)

WASHINGTON — The army dis-
closed today that it is well
launched on an atomic age survey

of underground sites where war .

plants would be safe from air at-
tack. Several hundred million
square feet of mine space is avail-
able for plants and storage.

WASHINGTON — The* Navy dis-
cloded today it is conducting exten-
sive experiments to develop means
‘'of decontaminating radioactivity.
Used in the study. will be ships
which survived the Bikini Atomic
Bomb tests. These ships still show
radiological contamination.

WASHINGTQN—Maj. Gen. Philip
Fleming, chairman of the Presi-
dent’s Conference.on Fire Protec-
tion, said today he hopes the Army
soon will give the nation's com-
munities directions on how to fight
fires in the event of an atomic war.
“The war has been over two
years,” the conference report said,
“but no advice has come to fire.
departments yet from the War De-
partment to indicate ‘what sort of
situations may be expected in a
sneak atom bomb, incendiary,’or
biochemical attack on cities.”
N : /S

Ieglﬂmuin cnd ~

. runs the Veterans Administration. Unques-

British Troops & Anti-Semitism

Jewish complaints against the conduct
of troops have been frequent, but little
has been said about the soldiers’ attitude.
1 seems to vary from forthright, naked 3
hate to mild complaints that the Jews are
not polite to them.

"We troops who have come from an ex-
enemy country, wish to live and let live,
but if our comrades are shot, we'll hate
and really hate,”” one recently wrote to
the Palestine Post.

I A young officer earnestly told this cor-
respondent: "l didn't have much experi-

. ence of the Jerries—only in the bombing
of London. But | hate Jews more than |
hated the Jerries." '

Another young officer said: “These

- blokes don't fight fairly. That's what we
dislike. This isn't war. It is murder.”
—New York Times report
from Jerusalem, May 13, 1947

These blokes don’t fight fairly! Our interest
in that cry does not lie in its irony. (There are
600,000 virtually unarmed Jews in Palestine bru-
tally policed.by 100,000 British soldiers armed. to
the teeth. That is one soldier for every six Jews.
New York occupied on the same basis would have
over a million armed men prowling its streets.)
It is interesting as an example of the growing
anti-Semitism being produced by the British pol-
jcy in Palestine—and, secondarily, by the policy
of such organizations as the Irgun: Zvai Leum:
and the Stern Group.

It is not necessary to question the authenticity
of the news report which was, quoted. Anyone
with an elemental knowledge of army life and of
human nature as of 1947 knows that the attitude
attributed to the British soldier is an actual one.

The Roots of Anti-Semitism

The British soldier wants t¢& go home. He par-
ticularly resents being retained in foreign service
now that the war has long since been declared
over. He doesn’t understand it. He knows that
manpower is needed in England and that his fam-
ily could use his aid. Nor does he like going
after helpless men, women and children with fire
hoses, tear gas, and police clubs—people with the
tatooed serial numbers of the concentration®amps
still on their bodies. If only these Jews would
straighten up! he thinks. If only they would stop
causing trouble! Then he could go horfie. The
army orientation courses further confuse him.
He hates the army for what it is subjecting him
"to, but he hates the Jews also.

The activities of "sych organizations as the

\ Stern Group.and the Kgun Zvai. Leumi further
alienate him. Shanghaied into an army he has no
liking for he looks to the Jews and finds only. a
stony wall of hate or, at best, dislike. Enlisted
men, along with the actual rulers of Palestine
(the army officers and government officials) are
shot, bombed, or blown up on mined roads and
railways as if they were the guilty ones. With

. each new terrorist success the officers crack down. .

It is a life of constant tension, constant jeopardy.
For lack of a socialist policy of fraternization the
terrorist tactics solidify the front of the British
officers and enlisted men. Anti-Semitism is aug-
mented.

Soldiers write home. Parents worry over their
sons in Palestine. The rotation of troops and their
redeployment home completes the diffusion of
antl Semltlc sentiments in England.

The U.'$. Receives a Legacy

Every day that passes shows that the United
States is‘going to have to assume Britain’s com-
" mitments’ in Palestine, One of them will be' a
growing ‘legacy of anti-Semitism. This residue of
British rule will only bé increased by the United
States, for U. S. capital has no intention of ap-
proaching the Jewish question as a human prob-
lem. It will'be handled only in the light of im-
perialist necessity. -

Hanson W. Baldwin, the military’ commenta-
tor of the New York Ttmes, has warned hlunt]y
enough: . Palestine and the Middle East is a
strategic and military problem as well as a hu-
man and political and social problem. . .. It must
not be weighed solely in the scales of Jewish in-
terests, Christian interests or Arab interests, but
any solution must promote world stability and
the interests of the United States. And we must
remember that the oil of the Middle East is now
vital to Britain’s great power position. . . .”

This policy will, among other things, guaran-
tee the growth of anti-Semitism.

The defeat of Hitlerism did not resolve the
.Jewish problem. In one sense the death of 6,000,-
000 Jews has “legitimitized” anti-Semitism: the
deaths serve as a precedent numbing the world’s
sensibilities and permitting a lower, more callous
approach to these hounded people.

What we are witnessing today is the almost
unnoticed beginning of a mew growth of anti-
Semitism, which like some strange and horrible
Pacific jungle-fungus which has been apparently
checked, is found one morning corrupting the
body of some heretofore healthy person.

Citizens 1st, Veterans 2nd

® ) “One great citizen of this nation who be-
lieves the veteran should determine his own
future is General Omar N. Bradley, who

tionably he was one of the most popular
field commanders of the war. His interest in
his boys has always extended beyond their -
hattlefield usefulness.”
—Bill Mauldin, drocling in
The Atlantic Monthly, April, 1947

“Gen. Omar N. Bradley told a group of
blinded and crippled veterans today that
t}}e government had to ‘stop somewhere’ in
gwing automobiles to handicapped ex-serv-
ice men.

"Edward J. Beamon of Orange, N. J., arm-
less and deafened survivor of the fighting in
Germany, commented:

" 'If General Bradley rode in a street car, -
he could undersfind the situation more fully.

“Proposed bills, which Gen. Bradley, Vet-
erans Administrator, said would raise the
cost of the program more than $39,000,000
also would make cars available to eligible
disabled veterans of previous wars and vet-
erans disabled in peacetifme.” '

—New York Times, May 8, 1947
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: Has Workers Party Posmon Been Conﬁrmed by Eveni's" D

By IRVING HOWE

~Last week, General Clay, head of
the U. S. Army of Occupation in Ger-
many, declared ‘that any German
workers or labor leaders who persist-
ed in “irresponsible” demonstrations
for food, would be shot by the occu-
pation authorities. This statement
came after German labor leaders in
industrial cities had declared that un-
less food were soon forthcoming they
could not be responsible for the ac-
tions of the workers, Clay’s statement
was the answer of the ruling imper-
ialist occupation to the German peo-
ple who have been living on less than.
1,000 calories a day.
v

To understand the political situa-
tion in Germany today one needs pri-
marily to understand the meaning of
the few simple facts in the above
paragraph. There in a nutshell ig con-

"lution . (printed
issue of The New International).

tained the relationship of forces in
Germany. It is on the basis of these
crucial facts that the Workers Party
continues to adhere to its analysis of
the political situdtion in Europe as
developed in its International Reso-
in the April, 1947,

The German' working class suffered
the most terrible 'blows' during the
twelve-year rule of the Nazis. Its
most militant and conscious’elements
were: annihilated; its most vigorous
sections were destroyed in battle; its
political consciousness debased and

‘corrupted. by the Nazis first and then

the Allied and Stalinist occupation.
The German workers paid a terrible
price for the treacherous SBocial Dem-
ocratic’ reformism of the pre-Hifler
days which time and again aborted
the possibility of a successful socialist
revolution; they paid, too, the price
1 Y

for the criminal policy of the Stalin-
ists who refused to engage in united
fronts with the Social Democracy
and instead shouted the lunacy of
“Social Fascism.”—the theory that
the Bocial Democrats were greater
enemies of labor than the Nazis.

. No social class in modern history
has suffered such a persistent assault
as has the German working class. The
Nazi terror; the Allied bombings; the
Stalinist. slave labor -camps—these
were but a few of attacks to which
it was subjected.

EFFECTS ON ORGANIZATION
OF GERMAN WORKERS

What then could have been expect-
ed once the war was over and the
imperialist occupation began? One
theory advanced in the socialist
movement had it that the German
workers had gone through an experi-
ence which had further radicalized

their political views and heightened
their class consciousness. This theory
saw the socialist revolution as a di-
rect and immediate task after the de-
struction of the Nazi régime.

Nothing of the kind took place, of
course. We say this not with glee nor
with any *“I told you so”" attitude;
we who said that the German work-
ers would have to undergo a series of
intermediary experiences before they
were again ready to attempt a direct
struggle for power, would much rath-
er that events had proven us wrong.
But events did not prove us wrong.

The fact is that the German work-
ers had to begin painfully to reas-
semble their forces. Trade union or-
ganizations arose quickly, but they
did not really function as independ-
ent unions. Under the circumstances
of the occupation, they couldn't and
still can't. The Stalinists gained the

Trujillo: Dictator of Santo deingo --

{(Continued from page 3)
production as exclusive U. S. prop-
erty.

During these years to which we are
referring, Mr. Rafael Leonidas Tru-
jille was in jail for cattle-stealing.
He had a sound knowledge of the
mountainous territories where the
Domirnican patriots were ,hiding out
and fighting against the intervention-
ist soldiery, and in order to get his
juil-sentence shortened he offered his
services to the invaders as an expert
guide through the mountains and

~jungles. Thus, as ‘a scout for an en-

.emy army, Trujillo began his sinister
career. In payment for these services,
the Americans set him free and gave
:him military training in an academy

swhich they had set up, so as to form

:the base for a native army as their
permanent ally, Trujillo learned the

. technique” of military organization in .

:this academy, and he was one of its
«first graduates. |

Once the native army had been or- -

"ganized, Trujillo became one of the

three colonels who composed its high
"'command. Through the cheap trick”

‘ofgmaking one of these colonels bes

lieve that ‘his wife was being unfaith-

ful to him with the other, and stir-

“ring up a duel of honor between
“them, in which both contestants were

“left dead on the field, Trujillo made

“himself thief of staff of t

Domini-
"can army. Those who were present

“in the country at the time of this ri-

_fliculous and 'Erisly event, ‘say that

"both duellists appeared to have been
"killed from behind, and insist that it

“was, Trujillo himself—who acted a

second to one of them—who  mur-
dered the pair of them. These two
colonels were the only obstacles to
Trujillo’s sole command of the army.

The U. 8. Army withdrew from the
Republic of Santo Domingo after hav-
ing cemented the sugar industry on
very firm bases. They kept the cus-
toms’ control in their own hands, as
‘a way of recovering the expenses oc-
casioned by the intervention, and left
with the certainty of maintaining the
native army (whose arms they sup-
plied) under their own control. The
sugar industry and the native army
reciprocated, The U. 8. sugar-farm
was well protected by the mercenary
army. . .

But in spite of all th;s army repres-
sion, ‘the Dominican people elected
Dr. ‘Horacio Vasquez — who had
fought against the intervention—as
president of the Republic. The new
president took office under the en-

'mity of the army, which resisted him

slyly, until in 1930 Sr. Trujillo, who
was by- that time General-in-Chief,
managed a coup d’etat and threw him

cout of power. In order to complete

Dr. Vasquez's presidential term, the
primiitively opportunist Trujillo in-
stalled the former vice-president, Dr.
Estrella” Urena, as president of the
Republic. When the new elections

' came up, they 'took place under eir-
- cumstances of terror, violation and

fraud. In these elections, the now
_omhipotent Trujillo ran for president

course, he won office. This was 1930.
The' long years of U. S. military in-
tervention had passed. The satrap’s

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Yeterans

tional dependent.
of service.

IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

' ‘Programf of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can conirol prices. Labor must-have the decisive voiece in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For ;wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5,000 annual minimum per: family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar.five-year program to provuie decent hous-
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to provide
schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin™work immediately on the erection
of 2 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all profits above five per cent on invested
capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all ‘annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

V. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

VII. Open the Doors to the Jews

1. For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIIl. For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for
1. Readjustment allowance, on-thé-job”training subsidy farovided by

the GI Bill of Rights, fo be based on a wage of $40 a week for single
veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each addi-

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 ‘for each year

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own future.
For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of, thc colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation, Bring the Amer-
ican troops home. For an end to conscrlptwn

X. For-an Independenf Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-

ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
" cratic Parties. For a government. of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

in the .country: Trujillo’s party All
as the one and only candidate and, of *

apprenticeship had been well assimi-
lated by Trujillo. The jail-bird and
informer had become, in the space
of a few years, the president of the
Republic, an ally of the State Depart-
ment, the head of the army, and the
sinister master of Santo Domingo.

HOW HE EXERCISES
TRYANNICAL CONTROL

A few months after Trujillo took
office as president, the island was
scourged by a terrible tornado which
destroyed nearly the whole of the old
capital, ruined the harvests and blew
down a third of the houses. The thou-
sands of deaths produced by the tor-
nado, famine and epidemics, stirred
world solidarity. Help was sent from
everywhere, especially int the form
of money, to protect the wasted pop-
ulation. Trujillo kept this money for
himself, and sold to the wretched
people, at high prices, the food and
medicines which countries all over
the world ‘had sent as presents to the
Dominicas. With the funds of the na-
tional exchequer_ which had been
destined for reconstruction purposes,
he set up monuments to himself all
over the place. The whole country
was changed into a museum for ex-
hibiting statues of the coarse and
vulgar figure of the ridiculous tyrant.

From the pauperized Dominican
people, he sn%tched away all mani-
festation of political expression. Ever
since 1930, only one party has existed

state“emplGyees are forcéd to belong
to it, as. well as anybody who hopes
to do business or to lead a quiet life.
The sinister dictator fixes the elec-
tions, nominates the candidates, and
also has the faculty of suppressing
legislators whenever they do not suit
his wishes. Thus, with every element
of action and defense destroyed and
under a régime of barbarous exploit-
ation, the Dominican people, drag, out
a miserable life between the prison
and the graveyard.

All the key positions of power are
under the absolute control of Trujil-
lo’s numerous relatives. The most re-
pugnant member of this grasping and
pitiless clan is one of Trujillo’s broth-
ers, known familiarly as “Black Tru-
jilld}” whom the dictator has at pres-
ent made head of the army. This
Lombrosian - type spends the army
funds for his own uses, just as the
rest of the relations spend the other
funds, With the taxes which he
squeezes out of the prostitutes and
brothels, he pays for the upkeep of
an extensive international spy sys-
tem. When the recent World War
caused the wretched exodus of Euro-
pean peoples to the lands of America,
the tyrant encouraged thousands of
refugees to -come to Santo Domingo,
where he despoiled them of their re-
sources and then made them work in
near-slavery conditions on the sugar
plantations. Thousands of them have
since died and their wives have been
handed over as tribute to the mercen-
ary troops. f

Every branch of the economic field

belongs to the dictator, except of
course the sugar production, which
belongs to the U. S. A. The peasant
classes work exclusively for the
heavy-handed master. Trujillo is the
personal owner of nearly all the rich
and fertile soil of the Republic, which
he obtains by the simple procedure
of murdering its real owners. He has
absolute control over the herds of
cattle, the milk, and all food products.
The low acquisitive capacity of the
population, nourished on root-vege-
tables, has resulted in a lack of inter-
est by American exporters in the Do-
minican market, Inflation, developing
there as in nearly all -parts of the
world, has put this little country out
on the border of civilization and his-

tory. The minimum daily wage of

Gity workers is only 70 cents. They
are the favored few, since the.rest of

the hungry population, in the coun-
try and theé smaller towns, earns
much less.

In spite -of various electoral mas-
querades in which the tyrant pulled
all the strings,sand in spite of the
fact that on- onesor two occasions
puppets of his creation have held.ap-
parent -office as president of the Re-
public, the real- master of the coun-
try: since 1030, -the strong man who

" governs its destinly, has always been

Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, the Domin-
ican satrap.
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ASKS TRUMAN ~ 7 °

To End Amnesty .
Board Delay

Pomtmg out that three months
have elapsed smce the hearings of
the President's Amnzsty Board, the
Rev. A. J. Muste, chairman of .the
Amnesty Committee, wrote President
Truman that unless he grants a gen-
eral amnesty, conscientious objectors
of World War II will continue to be
penalized for many more months,

Of the 13,000 men jailed under the
Selective Service Act, 1,000 are still
in prison. Among them is 'l:homas J.
Leonard, who was sentenced to six

months for walking out of a €PS unit *

and who is nearing the second month
of a hunger strike at the Danhury,
Conn., federal prison.

“It is clear that the board does not
propose to recommend a general am-
nesty and is, as a matter of fact, pro-
ceeding to the processing of Individ-
ual cases,” Mr. Muste's letter said.
“It is conceded that several more
months will be consumed in this pro-
cess before any recommendation
whatever is placed before you. In the
meantime thousands of unquestionab-
ly sincere and exceptionally useful
citizens are deprived of certain civil
rights and seriously handicapped in
admission to employment, especially
in certain professions.”
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support of a minority of the working
class and even in their own zone,
neither intimidation nor bribes could
bring the masses into their camp. The
bulk of the workers either remained
passive and concentrated on scroung-

The Political Situation in Germany. The National Question

. struggle to rid the country of its im-

ing for enough food to exist or joined
the Social Democracy, which almost.

amounted to the same thing.
That the German workers could

reassemble their forces even to the’

degneg they did, was remarkable
testimony to their great and still
present - tradition of labor militancy

and socialism. But in their way stood

one major hindrance: the occupation
armies. These armies cut the land
into impossible economic divisions

without rhyme or reason;!they lived-

off the already impoverished land;
they curtailed and prevented produc-
tion at the same time that they took
reparations. This sitnation is very
well deseribed in the Workers Party
resolution mentioned above:

“The defeat in 1933, the twelve-
year long rule of Nazi terror, the dev-
asl@tion of six years of war, the con-
quest and occupation by the victori-
ous powers and the infamous parti-
tion of Germany by the four powers
for purposes of scientifically bleeding
it of its economic potency and po-
litical viability as a nation makes it
necessary to begin the task of again

collecting in class organizations the:

shattered and dispersed forces of the
German proletariat at the most prim-
itive level. Of all the obstacles this
task must overcome, the first and
greatest is the military occupation of
Germany. Until this condition is end-
ed, the scene will be dominated by
the national struggle for liberation.
The main slogan around which the
German Marxists must orient the
struggle in the coming period is ‘For
a unified and independent Germany!
This struggle begins as a struggle for

e

democratic rights against the military -

authorities of the occupying powers
and their quisling supporters.' Free-
dom of speech, of press, of assembly,
of movement, of organization, of com-
munication and the right to vote and
the demand for a free national as-
sembly will constitute the issues
around which the political struggles
will revolve and the masses will
rally. Unless the German proletarian
organizations take upon themselves
the lead in this struggle and cenduct
it in the spirit of socialism and in-
ternationalism, this task will fall to
the reactionary nationalists, “They
will utilize it for the' reconstruetion
of the Nazi movement. . . . Neither
the Social Democrats nor, the Stalin-
Jists can.give the proletarlal. a lead on
this struggle. The former plays the
role of adjutant to the Anglo-Amer-
ican authorities and the latter is the
creature of the Russian oppressors.”

In a word, the WP resolution de-
clared that the road to a restoration
of the class confidence and power of
the German workers was the strug-
‘gle for national liberation—conecrete-
ly, to drive out the imperialist occu-
pation. The resolution stressed the
need—a need which is invariable and
constant—for persistent propaganda
and education for the idea of social-
ism, of a Socialist United States of
Europe. But it posed the central tac-
tical concept of bringing the masses
to a struggle for a Socialist United
States of Europe by taking the lead-
ership in the immediate and burning

i

perialist oppressors- and  thereby
make possible a free play of its inner
political forces.

’ [
EVENTS CONFIRM

WP ANALYSIS

Has this analySIS ‘Been vmd;cated
by recent. events" S

We belicve it has, overwhelmmgly
Let us take as our test case the re-
cent demonstrations of the German
workers for food. These demonstra-
tions represent a surge of despera-
tion: the cry of a people demanding
food lest it perish. The demonstra-
tions have been large and promise
much for the renewed vitality of the
German workers: :

One ' key Incident tnak place- in
Hamburg. 'The demonstrators some
few days back carried placards de-

nouncing the occupation authorities _
and holding them responsible for the -

food crisis, as they rightly are. The
British tried to back out of their
shameful role by placing the respon-
sibility on the puppet German gov-
ernment. But everyone knows that
this so-called regional German gov-
ernment is a figment of British im-
perialist imagination; it has ne real
power whatever.

The Hamburg workers were abso-
lIutely. correct in placing responsibil-
ity on the occupation powers. It is

. .they, by their eriminal restrictions on

production, their large-scale looting
of industrial wealth, their absurd di-

“vision into four zones, who are re-

sponsible for the famine.
The American occupation was even

‘more crude: It simply threatened ar-

rests if demonstrations continued. It
was clear that the German workers,
so soon as they began to move into
demonstrative action, ran smack up
against their most powerful and im-
mediate enemy: the military occupa-
tion.

The develdpment oft the class con- .

sciousness and class militancy of the
German workers thereby means an
increasing conflict with the imperial-
ist occupation. The German workers
demonstrate for bread? They are re-
stricted by the occupation. They.plan
a strike in the factories? They are

‘threatened by the occupation. In this

situation the German capitalist class,

. or what is left of it, functions as the

subaltern of the imperialist occupa-
tion, quite pleased to allow the ar-
mies of the victors do the dirty Work
for them.

NATIONAL LIBERATION
AND SOCIALIST PERSPECTIVE .

. It may be said: “But the German
workers do not. care about such ab-
stractionis as national indépendence
or democratic rights. Theéy want
bread." Of course, that is partly true.
The fact is, however, that even most
timid struggle for bread involves
immediately a clash with the occupa-
tion. On this, score, the WP resolu-
tion very succinctly states:

“The masses quite correctly did not
identify ,their desire for democracy
with the restoration of the status quo
ante bellum (situation before the
war), of the power of the old bour-
geoisie. . . . There is no democracy
in the abstract, and democracy was
not an abstraction in the minds of
the masses. They wanted and want
democracy—democratic rights, demo-
cratic institutipns, political democ-
racy in general—not for its sake as

an abstract, ideal, but as. the only
means, in their eyes, of ‘organizing or
reorganizing the ecoﬁomic and social
life of the country in the inferests of
the masses and for their benefit!”
This, then, we believe to be the
means by which the masses of Ger-

‘many can be propelled into genuine

socialist action. For if they struggle
for the removal of the occupation, the
very process of that struggle helps
break the hold of the Social Democ-
racy and the Stalinists. Dare the So-
cial Democrats join a genuine strug-
gle to drive out the British? Dare the

Stalinists join a genuine struggle to

drive out the Russians?
L ]

There are some signs in. Germany
that are disturbing. Reports to the
New York press indicate that there
has been a resurgence of under-
ground Nazi propaganda in highly
nationalist terms. That is to be ex-
pected and so long as the Social Dem-
ocrats and Stalinists hold sway and
play into the hands of the occupation,
Nazi -or neo-Nazl nationalism' will
take root. There is the danger. It can
be coped with not by ignoring the
struggle for driving out the occupa-
tion—for that is-a burning and vis-
ible need in Germany today—but
rather by giving it proletarian and
socialist leadership and direction.

The fight for socialism never pro-
ceeds along abstract pedagegic lines,
necessary as those are. It must be
rooted in the most pressing needs of
the masses; it must point a road to
the struggle for such needs; and it
must constantly seek to elevate that
struggle into broader social -paths
which challenge the very existence
of capitalist society itself. That, we
believe, is indicated by the position

of the Workers Party on the current.

situation in Germany,
bd
Note: Those rgaders interested in
the ideas discussed in this article are
urged to read the International Res-
olution of the Workers Party printed
in the April, 1947, issue of The New

2l -

International.

JEAN MALAQUAIS
ON EXISTENTIALISM
AT "LEFT FORUM"

LABOR ACTION has received. a
notice from the Left Forum, an or-
ganization of unaffiliated radicals in
New York City which holds regular

discussions on socialist problems, that

it is presenting a lecture on Friday
evening, May 23, at 8:30 o'clock, by
Jean Malaquais, French novelist and
critic. The lecture is to be held at
Stuyvesant Casino, New York City.
Malaquais’ subject will be “The
Non-Existence of the Existentialists.”
Jean Malaquais is the author of a
novel, “Men from Nowhere,” which
won a literary prize in France and
was highly praised in a critical ar-

. ticle by Leon Trotsky. He is also the

author of “War Diary,” a brilliant
record of his experlences in the re-
cent war!

His subject is one of great interest
since the existentialist movement has
created a considerable stir among
contemporary intellectuals. Malaquais
is expected to subject this movement
to vigorous analysis.

NOW OFF
THE PRESS!

First Complete
Edition of

Leon Trotsky's
Brilliant Essay

Order from:

L

Workers Party
Publications,

4 Court Square,
Long Isl. City 1,
New York .
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JUAN PERON'S ECONOMIC E

By LOUIS VELASCO

Argentine industry ﬂlmng the course of ‘the
last ‘War ‘went through‘a tempestous development.
The ‘number of indstrial Workers rose more than
‘100 °pér ‘cent. ‘The Argentine market is no longer
sufﬁt:‘lent for it ‘and” the’ ‘bourgeoisie is taking the
toad of’ economic ‘expéansion to neighboring coun-
‘tties.’ The progtam of etonomic '(and political)
p‘énetrati'on of the ‘Argentine dittator comptises
the eommercial dgreements’ between Argentina on
the “one ‘hand“'and ‘neighboring* tountriés—Chile,
Bolivia, Pareguay and Uriguay. Péron is frying 'to
f6r ah ecénomic blod-around Argentina, to make
Bute'of miarkets for the growmg Argentme mdus-
trial’ ‘produttion. -

“THe Stalinist§ tonsider this policy as the reali-

‘zétion “of the democratie bourgeois revolution ‘in

Argentina, and lend their whole support to the
Argentine dictator. Even certain “Trotskyist” sec-
tors in the Argentine-cannot free themselves from
the powerful political ' pressure -which ' Péron’ ex-
efeisesin “his® country: These sectors ‘attribute'a
very progressive role to Peron’s policy, eotfsidering

‘it'as the carrying .out: of ‘Bolivar's and San Mar-

‘tin's’ program, the program of the- dermoeratic’ réve
‘oliition; - 'and the 'political, economi¢" and - social
emanmpatlon ofLatin Arnericd, and its' unification,

‘There is no'béetter proof for-investigating and ;!nn-
iyzing Peron’s pblicy- than-his commercial agree-
ments with Chile.and Boliyia. .

THE TREATY WITH BOLIVIA Lo

“ The eommercial ‘agreement with Chlle daused
some stir in. the American press; it was the first
surprising-effort of the upsurge of Argértine éton-
omy. Its basis-is the sale of Argentine dgricultural

-produets - to Chile and- the buying of Chiléan ‘min-

erals-and other products. The.credit of 300;000,000
Afrgentine dollars to Chile and the free:customs
régime - assures Argentine - industrial ‘penetration

_into: Chile. The same ‘general lines:are ‘followed in

the comniercial agreement between Argentina and
BHolivia..In spite of his open support 6f Villaroel's
fallen régime and his equally open repudiation of
the: revolution, Peron did not hesitate to-propsse
this agreement to Dr. Hertzog’s -government! The
agreement opens the doors of such.a back'ward and
semi-feudal country as Bolivia to the Argentme
industrial and agricultural penetratiopi

Argentina has made sure of having ‘dlmost &
monopoly t tHe importation of Argentine agri-
cultiral productsfat ‘ot course, ‘very ‘high-prices.
‘Bolivia will buy from
Argentiha the following:

‘Wheat .. 60,000 tons
Pork Fat 3,000 tons
Sebo 2,000 tons
Table Oil 1,000 tons
Washed Wool .. ... 1,000 tons
Cotton 2,000 tons
s Extraet of Quebnacho o 1,000 tons
Beef oh the ‘Hoof ... 50,000/ eads
Potk bn“the hoét st 4,000 heads
Frozen Beef . ‘e 500 tons
Frozen Pork ernd ‘Mutton ___ 300 tons
Spun Wool' .o 100 tons
Caustlc soda —oooo . 200 'tpn's

Atthough these ﬂg'lires ‘are “not large for brg
power capitalist countries, they are of decisive size
tor a very tiny economy Suéh 'ds Bolivta’s They
ehmmate nearly all the products of other ctoun-
‘41ids, 'or 'even ‘Bolivian products themselves, for a

. ‘périod. bf severdl yeafs, ‘Submitting the Bolivian
. ma‘r}Eet 16. Argentii‘ie domination.

‘On ‘the ‘othér hslsd Atgenting is introﬂuclng
’llerfelf. for ﬁle first time -in history, as a buyér of
‘Bolividn ‘products, miierals ~dnd rubber, As jl'ivo

“know Bolivia is a ‘cotirit¥y ‘which  priodides “onily
‘iniiterals, tin ‘being the fifst dmong théri. The pro-

‘duetion of More or less forfy thousand ‘fotis ‘of ' tin
‘determines the ‘natiohal budget and Bolividn pol-
‘icy. THe tin' pl-oili!r.eﬂ is sold haﬂly to England-afid
partly to the United States. The ptice ‘whifch thiese
‘two. mpetlansz buyers ‘dictate’ to Bolivia is‘what

‘determines not only “the sﬁn&&rﬂ of "life ‘of the

‘miltiers, but 'also” the natiomal’ budget, ‘the buying
gpacity of the country dnd ‘its’ ‘foreih bafance,
fha‘t ‘is to say, the gainis bf theé medium" bourgeoiste
and the living Tevel ‘of the middie elass,

The present economic crisis and the July po-

“litical revoiution itself were infliiencéd by ‘the fdll

of Wolfram, antimony, lead and tin:in. the inter-
national markets, temporarily satutated -dnd ‘too
weéak to acquire any more before thé: industrisl
situation-is cleared-up. In spite of the diministing
of reserves of tin-stotks in the Unitéd States, the
American buyers haggled with the” Bdlivian pro-
ducers for a 1omg 'time’over the Té<tent pricestor
a pound of réfined metal, produciiig ‘af infipasee

: énd also -ingéctirity i’ 'the ‘tvonomic 'life df the

:doL:ntry ‘Peron broke'the i‘mpusse by oﬂering the
{prieé tlemanded for 8,000 tonk of tiny 3 v ¢

.- iXH& not only this, Argentina oﬁereﬂ o buy up
Yo 112,000 tong of: tin which was surplus:in the
qtuota"s ‘ofthis already: ‘bid-for produrtion: The -af-
fect ‘of this Argentine: ﬂoh .was rapidly- apparént
and obliged the United ‘Statés to ‘actede to the
Bolivian producers demand f6r 76" cents for a: pound
of refined tin. Now the whole production o:t Bo-

livian tin is already promised for the following
period. Argentina will acquire from Bolivia the:
following:

8,060 ’tohs

Tin * : L

Lead .. 3,500 to 7500 tons
Wolfram ... tons
Cocoa : s ﬁfm ‘tons
Hides : ~'300 tomns
Woad 3,000 tons
Asbestos 30" tons

"

‘Basides this, Argentma has engaged to bu;; an-

" nually from “Bolivia 2,000 tons of: Bolwxan rubber

fiom the tropical regions of the co_nntry The Bo-
livian rubber ‘production. bought by the U. S.-A.
during the war years varied between 3,000 :and
5,000 tons."Now the rubber: plantations are.in a
stafe of abandonmient, malaria is taking its mortal
toll ‘among:-‘the: rubber workers, misery is: scourg-
ing ‘the country, but there is no- plac_:e to sell Bo-
livian rubber. Sl

PERON’S —IMPERMLIST POLICY

In order to activize Bolivia's écondmie life and
give 'vigor to ‘the signed 'contract, Argentma is
forming-.a society of Argentme-Bolwlan finance,
with a capital of'a million Argentme dollars, 'J;'he
tatk of this society will be in reality to tontrél the
working 'of the agréement, as well“as t¢ facilitate
the ‘penétration ‘of Argentine ‘capital and ‘industry
in- Bolivia, ‘especially in the eastern’ h‘ontier ‘dis-
tricts. Five hundred thousand’ of 'these" dollars will
be devoted to planting rubber in the tropical région
of Beni. Apart from this: Argentinai will“give a
million dellars to treate tr:msport ahd "communica-
tions by land, river ‘and air in' Bolivia: Ahyoné who
knows -the real stateof things in Bolwi‘a “will un-
detstand’ that ‘controlling the roads “of this Taoun-
tainous ‘and Wooded- country, partly unexplored
means controlling the national économy..

J+The upholders of the theory that Peron is the
realizer of a ‘“démocratic reévolution” ‘and ‘the
“#nrancipation” of Latin Anierica trom ‘Yankée in-
fluence, 'will "be ‘dble: to adduce the “progressive”
and-“revolutionary” ‘role of this ¢ontract ‘and ‘of
theeconiomic policy of Peron, which ‘sets Am‘encan
jmpérialism ‘back. Bat prominént Boliviah Marx-
1515 -adduce -other arguments.

 Ifi ‘the first place, they say, the hamnng ovet of
the ‘Boltviah markeét almost as :a monapoly ‘of ‘the
Argentine “Institite - for- the Promothm of - Ex-
ehauge. a ‘kind'of Peronist nmnopoly ot loreixn
commerce, edpecially 'to the Aigentine exportation
of ‘agricultiral ‘proddce, will put 3 heavy brake
‘on the devbldpment of Bolivian ngﬂeullures, main-
taifiliig ‘Bolivia“ds a one-product country, ‘which
‘donstitites not ‘onily ‘its weakness face o face: wiﬁl
imi)erlallsm, “but is dlso-a sign, an evident proof
of 1ts depehdehce dnd seml-oolonfal economy. &
' “The purchiase ‘61 Bolivian tin_and fead; aithough
it temporarily ‘relieves the eounfrys mtuat&on, ‘has
no -decisive character for saving 1t from Yankee
pressure, and by ‘putting a brake on the .develop-
ment of agnculture makes the. econo,r_nic Slavery of
{he country 'déépér. 'The cemmercial" exéhonge is
so unfavorable to Bolivia that Argenﬁna has been
‘obliged to grant-a credit of 50000000 dollars in
order to settle Bolivia’s commercial balance. This
fund will serve to cover the pay of the Argentme
exporters being subject to. a percentag'e ‘of. 3% per
cent annually. Not only, the commercial . ‘balance
but also the: loan in favor of transport and indus-
‘trial penetration 'by Argentma gives proof of Bo-
livia's economic dependence and its submission to
a new master. The free customs régime tor the
»produce in transit favors Argentina, since ‘their
1mportat10ns will be much gre:ater than the Bo-
livians'.

These ‘sarhe comrades belie\re that m sp‘ite oI
certain “$hort-time aqvantarg‘es the eommérmal
agreement between Argentma am:l Bolwia wlll
have ds-its ‘most ‘fundamental eonsequence eco-
nomic badkwardness for Bolivia, and- the. fainte-
nance of its one-iproduct character, that 'is to say.
¢olonial dependency;' stagnatxon in agriculthire and
the national grain milling indusiry, ‘faced w1th ‘the
‘mdhopoly ‘of' Argentine exportatmn and thé bréak
‘Put on- the ‘development -0f Bolivian indastries.
“The samie ‘opponents also say that' the and’I&‘gdﬁs
‘contrict between the U.'S. A. and Bélivia will 'be
more berieficidl for Bolivia, sifice the U.'S. A. will
force the development of agriculture as much as
‘that ‘of ‘industry, ‘being ‘unable 'thémselves 1o ex-
.port agricultural products, ‘to; Bolivia, In the long
‘fun this: will: help the industrlal development of
“Beélivia 'antd ‘raise it ‘beyond: {ts one-product econ-
omy. ‘and-therefore ald it toward economic eman-
“eipationy Attiong the bourgeoisie and the-middle
feliss ‘themnselves, there is a certain misgiving and
‘feédr; ih:face, of this Argentihe expansion, which

‘fhight' bec expressed in the old classical phrase

“Timeo Damiop €t doria terentes.'*

WHAT IS P&OGKESSW-Q IN IT?

b Undoubtedly, the Argentine-Bolivian agreetnent
‘brihgs relief.to:thie present government. The lack
iof flour, bréad-:and sugar ‘can overthrow any Bo-
‘livian govérniment. The buying of Bolividn tin and
lead helps Bolivia’s economic situation. But, in the
‘lotig rum, it Wwill not only make the economy of
Bolivia dependent on that o! Argentina, but will
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also hold .back its economic development in the
graln milling and. industrial' camp.

These conclusions make it easier to expose the
role of Argentmas ecpnomic- expansion: in Latin
America. which .the: StahmstS. and - even certain
"Trotskylst" groups see as - progresswe and as
the \real]zanon of the bourgeo;s—“democratic revo-
Iutxon" .and ‘the emanclpatlon of Latin Amerlca
under Argentlne hegemony
e In the first place, we refhse to rer:ogmze “Per-
onism” ‘as the’réalizer 0f “démocratic -revolution”

,in Al‘gentlna Peronist industrial ‘expansion is-the

produc‘,t of the2nd World War, which'opens small
“free: spaces” for ‘herétofore -dependent peoples, It
isa’ product “of mter:mperlahst eontradlctlons of
short reach; lts aggressweness being ‘limited both
in:. time and: eco‘nomlc wvalue. ‘Therefore, Peron’s
économfc e:?panélon scarcely degerves the téerm of
“loéal rmpénahsm" or “sub-impérialism.” It has
gt‘own in time, but ‘s perm:tted éssentially by
Yankee lmpérmhem which was ‘previously busy
w;th the war arid-is nioWw busy- with'its struggle
agalnst ‘Russia. ‘When’ Yankee - -imperialism' teturns
in full force to the Laﬁn American market ‘the
wholé of Péron’s economic and political expansion
wlll have to bow to this sovereign lord. Neither
Peroft nor' his successors, if there are any, will be
able to carry out the unity of Latin America under
Eapltalfsm, faced as they are by the-hdge power of
Nérth American imperialism. Any tontrary suppo-
gition' or thesis is reactionary Quixotry, akin to
petty bourgeo;s charlatamsm

ROLE OQF U..8 IMPER!ALISM N .

2 In the seécond pldce, Peron's commercial agree-
melits ‘with* Bolwla and'Chile. show his anti-démo-
crdtic-and reactionary character: The prices of -the
céreals sold:to Chile are ‘much highér than: world
miarket prices. ‘The ‘agreements seek to create cer-
tain- economie privﬂeges for Argentina -in-specific
figlds; a more Hatefil ‘privilege, ‘in -detriment - to
the mterests of the rhasses of workeérs and peas-
ants-‘in' these 'countries. - The ‘furiction of these
‘agreemeénts 'is to hold ‘back ‘the development of
'stiall ‘eountries; keep them in a backward state
ahd créate for them a "status" of dépendency upon
Argentina.

For:the above two reasons, we do not believe
that, “prosperity”  and success will raise ‘Juan Do-
‘mingo Peron sky-high. Even today there is astrong
qﬁposihon to thése agréemeénts in both Chile and
‘Bolivid.' And: it '{s ‘not onily bourgeois- épposition.
.S!nce Peron‘s ecohor‘mc ‘policy: is- iot democgatic,
byt an ‘expredsion ‘of ‘the ‘reactionary - “sub-impe-
‘rialistn™ of a'backward’ and reactiony ry hourgeoisw
it will hieithér be able to impose itsdlf on neighbor-
‘iligicouritries nor reach beyond to carry-out finally
thie political and &conomic unity of ‘Latin America.
In '-tﬁe'-'i"fnpeﬂsn_st field, the biggest fish devour the
‘sthaller : onds,” Yankee imperialism - will : devour
backwﬁrd and-local Argentine ‘sub-imperialism.

&l 'I!herefore, toattribute-a progressive democratic-
‘bourgeocis charactér to Peron’s €conomic policy and
exp?msxon or-to call on the proletariat to support
‘him, ‘cofistitutes a- .grave error, a revision of Marx-

-dst’ theory, especially of Marxist theory on *im-

perialism.

.Thé “emancipation of Latin American peoples
¢an only be effected by way of ‘a socialist revolu-
Ajén i the backward countriés,—thiose of the Pa-

-1eifle codst in the first place: in‘Bolivia. Peru, Para-

iguay, Colombia, Venezue“la. !pa‘rtly ‘in Chile. Only
:tHe -Latin American prolehﬂal allied with the
‘proletariat of the U. §. A, is ¢afidble of carryiiig out
the ‘unity of Latin America, its national, social and
ecpnomic emancipation, creating the Unitéd So-
cialist States of Latin America:

_.-For this reason the proletariat will not support
Peéron -in his fight agatnst Yankee 1mperlahsrh but
will maintdhn its'own third fiént, directed against
all impermhsin whether it be 'Wall Streéts’ world
imperialism or Peron’s local native :imperialism,
far the socialist revolution ‘and the Socialist United
States of Lat!n Amerlca
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‘By MIRIAM EVANS

In Koestler’s Pa

.;{Several: weeks ago LABOR AC-
TION and the -New. .International car-
ried reviews of. Arthur. Koestler's re-
cent .novel on.Palestine, ."'Ql_le\ios in
the night.,” These. reviews produced
the following. critical domments on
the-reviews and the book itself, com-
ments which relate to.the great world
problem of Palestine and Ardb-Jewlish
rélations,

‘We. are’ pu'hlisllillg these commen!s
no# only because of our policy of free
discussion, but also-because of the
importance of the material .contaired
ﬂlerein. It contributes to, the discus-
sion of the general qnes!]on.—éd )

After reading not one, but two re-
views of Arthur Koestler’s “Thieves
in the Night” in the New Interna-
tional, 1 feel compelled to write a
few comments reiatmg to some sig-
nificant omission in both reviews.
Both Avel Victor in LABOR AC-
TION and Brooks in the New Inter-
national fail to point out the anti-
Semitism of Koestler as he demon-
strates it in this novel.

Victor shows an over-concern with
culture, that is, in proportion to the
rest of his review. Koestler’s pn-
miary importance for us in this book
is not the cultural niche in which his
writing belongs but what political
significance his writing has. That
Victor did not wholly appreciate the
political significance of Koestler’s
writing is shown by his failure to
point out the anti-Semitism of
Koestler plus the fact that he calls
Koestler = “an accurate reporter.”
Even Victor contradicts himself
when he disputes some of the things
that Koestler has to say on the Arab
peasants. Koestler is. above al] not
an accurate reportm Koestler slants
and propagandizes in every sen_tenee
for Koegtler and for the Revision-
ists. Sometimes openly and some-
times by innuendp Koestler says that
the Arabs in Palestine have only
benefited by the arrival of the Jews
in Palestine. Not one word is said

about the wage differentials in Pal-

estine between the Jew and the
Arab. Here is a chart that amply
illustrates a cause for resentment on
the part of the Arab worker and the
growth of reactionary Arab nation-
alist political parties. Average Daily
Wage Rates (mils)*.

don’t we know.the Bottle and what
it.does to the goy—the songs at the
top, the séntimentality in the. mid-
dle, and the pogrpm at the bottpm.”
“But I don't want to be reasgnable;
I:have had enough of being reason-
able for 2,000 years while the others
were not,” No class distinctions_ are
presented. All non-Jews are lumped
into one group of oppreesors Anti-
Semiitism as an instrument of the
feudal landlords, church hlerarchy,
and capltahsts to he used in deflect-
ing the class struggle is an explana-
tion that the bewildered Koestler
could not think of.

On page 55 "J SEph wds strick by
the ugﬁness of th e aces uround him.
..,Il was not, *'lle ﬁrxl time :I'hul he
noilced it. but tonight ril revilsion
against this ‘assembly of thick, curbed
noses, fleshy lips pad Iuiu d eyes, was
parﬁculurly strong. .. . But it wcu no

‘good denylng fo ‘himself fhat e dis-

liked them, and ‘that he hated even
more the streak of the over-ripe race
in himself. . . . The_ others girls made
hlm !kll#er in ilq?iuous re\;ulsiol‘l.
Their flesh had lost i¥s innocence from
birth or before...."

__Here he lends himself to the anti-
Semite who says the Jews have typi-
cal phvswal charatter:st:cs, a fal'lacy
long ago exploded by scientists in
general and Kauatsky in particular.

An . American reporter  says on
page 221 . ., I've seen their settle-
ments. I've been down 'the Jordan
valley and in the Huleh swamps.
Those are some guys. They're a new
type. They've qult bemg Jews, and

Jews in the capitalist class through-
out the world is very small and its
size, 1s not worthy of discussion in
relation to Koéstler. There are Jew-
ish capitalists. The fact that they
are Jewish doesn’t make them any
dlﬂ’erent nor does it make the revo-
Iutlomsts relation to them any dif-
ferent. The dmproportion of Jews in
the middle class can be accounted
for by the advantage they offer capi-
talism in the form of scapegoat for
mJustlees ‘and crimes of capltahsm.
Capitalism has excluded Jews from
factories and farms by law and by
practice. But that is a discussion
‘that I can’t go into now. Koestler in
no way tries to explain this phrase
loaded with préjudice and so must
bear responsibility for furthering
this pre]ud:ee

On page 26 Joseph says, "lul the.
flaws in other races are diluted, while
‘with_us (Jewﬂ you qef them in éon.
centration. I#'s the long inbreeding, |
suppose. . . . Sometimes | think the
Dead Sea is the _ ..perfect symbol for
us, It is_the only bng inland lake qnder
-sea Ievel. stognunl with no outlet,
much denser than normol water. . .-"
Koestler accounts for the "flaws" in
humanity in general and the Jews in
particular, not by their enyironment,
cupahhst society with all its jncum-
bent evils, but by heredity. If that is
s0, 'Roes*ler is reully huving a hard
time whip ping i op a cure for ﬂle evils
of ‘mankind, Jo:epll goes on, _“Murx
ond Freud and Einstein and so_on.
'ﬂtey are the crysh?llxed products of
}Ile brine." ]‘he developmenl of infer-

become, Hebrews.”, This is a.reaction /nuiﬁm | culture, according fo_Koest-

that the Jew J oseph wants to see in
the Gentile. It comes  more from a
Jemsh self-hate than anti- Semitism.

‘Jewa among themse,lves who meas-

ure eyerything they do.. hy “what
will be the reaction of the Gentlle
world?” express thls perfectly. .

On page. 228 Joseph is t‘.hmkmg

. But twenty years ago Ianq in
thoee savage marshes had been
cheap and each. square yard of the

country had to be bought for hard

cash; and the Natlonal Fund’s only

sources of income were charrtahle

donatlons and ‘the blue collection

* boxes nhlch the 3et eyed cw-ty

haired chatdren of tfw race. jingled
in the East Ends from Warsaw to
New_ York; begging. ‘bowls for. the

_pmchaee of a kmgdom The race

proverbial ‘for its financial "genius,

=

V4
’ Y% Increase of
Jewish Arab Jewish Wage
Type Labor Labor over. Arab
Quarry A A R 353 190 85.8
Carpenters ... W 371 272 36.4
Turners ...... TS - 389 3bb 9.6
Hand compositor (news) ... 483 244 ’ 98.0
Brieklayers ........ocveiniennens ... b36 v 425 - 26.1
Plastarieirs .....oscomssisssrassnsissosseisss . B3l 332 59.9
Floor-tilers ..., 541 376 44.3

*Economic Survey of Palestme, Horow1tz (dlrect.ed by Jewish Agenc )
taken from Wage Rate Statistic Bulletin, Government of Palestine, 4, 1937,

pp. 11-14.
-

I

Mention on these wages might show
cause for Arab-Jewish trade unions.
Koestler never mentions the, fact

that Haganah was used by the Brit-

ish. Colonial. Office to quell an Arab
revolt in Irag. Mention of that might
make his reader see the. necess__l_ty_ of
Jjoint political action by both mation-
.al groups. A workers’ and. peasants’
army made up of Arabs and Jews

. _ﬁghting_.f_or an independent Pales-

tine-is not what Koestler seeks to
propose. Koestler wants always to
present the Jews as nationals in the
right. He does not want to show
class distinctions .among the Jews.
In the same way Koestler wants to
lump all Arabs together regardless
of class dlSt.]l’l(.th]'lS

_ I think Brooks adequately demon-
strates how _Koestle_r propagondmos
by. combining political views and
personal characteristics. Brooks, as
s his right, criticizes the book from
the standpolnt of hls pro-Arab [JDE:I-
tion on Palestine. Thle accounts in
part for his failure to mention the
anti-Semitism of Koestler. =

I am not concerned with Koestler
as an artist in this letter. I am con-
cerned with the political ideas he
presents and propagates in this
book. Here he presents the préjudice
of anti-Semitism and propagates the
political program of Revisionism.
Revisionism has been well analyzed
in LABOR ACTION. I think both
the Victor and Brooks reviews have
discussed the problem of Zionism at
the expense of discussing anti-Semi-
tism.
'KOESTLER'S ANTI-SEMITISM

First, before I quote on the anfi-
Semitic parts of Koestler's novel, I
would Iike to illustrate his chauvin-
jem which is the other side of the
medal of his anti-Semitism. “Ay,

' '-By Leon Trofsky:

| Living Thoughts of Karl .
P Tt GG,

Stalin (a b'logr'dphy'l.... 5.00

| Cash with orders—We pay postage
~ Send for our complete list!

LABOR ACTION
.. BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.
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had to buy its natlonal home by
acres on the instaliment plan, and
native speculdation soon drove the
price.of an acre of desert up .to the
level of g hutjdlng plot in an mdus
trial. town. If this, was ehoyah’s
punishment of ‘the ' money ckangers
the old desert ‘god had onee mone
proved his vindictive ingenuity.”

(Emphasis mine—M. E.)

JEWISH "CHARACTERISTICS"

Once - again Koestler speaks of
physical characteristics. And ‘he
speaks simply ‘of the “race prover-
bial for its finanecidal genius.” The
Jews are known as financial geniuses
by those who promote or accept one
of the stock-instrade “of “anti-Semi-
tlsm The Jewish “ﬁnancual genius-
es” or cap1tahsts, ‘few in number
they are, can be accotinted for in tﬁg
same way as all of the rest of the
capitalist class. They éxist only as
a result of the capitalist system of
production. The actiial ‘percentige of

(Contintied from page 3)

favored the éstab]ishrrt_ent of a tran-
sitional government to replace Fran-
co which, would include all such for-
ces. In other words, ‘a government
that would not only include Mon-
archists but inevitably would be led

by them. In passing it is mterestmg 3
to note that Prieto was unable to |

oust the Stalinists who simply ac-
cepted the new formula and took
their place in the Llopis government.
A NEW BETRAYAL

The program of the Prieto group
and of the Llopis government-in-ex-
ile calling for a “transitional govern-
ment” that will be dominated by the
Monarchists and that will supervise a
plebiscite to discover. what kind of
government the ‘Spanish people want,
has been based on the perfidious ar-
gument that the Spamsh working
class, exhausted by the civil war, is
incapable of struggling successfully
against the Franco régime. It can be
predicted, however that the nmme-
diate effect of the B:lhao strike will
be to hasten negotlatlons between the
Prieto group and the Monarchists
who have been bargaining for better

'er. hud noﬂimg to do with broduclng
llnese ?hree genulu: This totally
rolionul chauvinism is, as | ove
pointed out before. o, necessary ac-
eompmﬂmeaf to Koestler's anti-Semi-
tism,

Another illustration of the pattern
that Koestler follows is on page 279:
“Constant eegregat:on would” thwart.
the  healthiest race; if you keep
slinging mud at people, they “will
smell. Persecution has nat ceased for
the last twenty centuries and there
is no reason to expect that it will
cease in the twenty-first. will not
cedse until the cause is dbolished and
the cause is our selves.” (Emphasis
mine—M. E.)
. “But Jewry is'a sick race; its dls-
ease is homelessness and can%only
h(- cured by abolishing its homeless-

s8. “Once more Koestler says anti-

Semlhsm is not only to be expected
but is justified by something inher-
ent in the Jews. After that follows
the 1lloglcal apology about homeless-
ness.” Once more Koestler says anti-
before the non-Jew, hie "himself off-
to Palestine in the hope that he will
be accepted by — the reactionary,
miseducated anti-Semite or the fas-
cists. Not one proposal for fighting
anti-Semitism in Europe or Amer-
ica as revolutionary socialists should.

A Corréction
And Apslogy

. In the last week’s issie of LABOR
ACTION, we . reported the cable
sent to the Indian government de-
manding the release of several ar-
rested Indian Trotskylstq and labor
leaders. The eable was signed by a
number of people and orgamzatlons.
including the editors of The Militant,
Politics and Partisan Review as well
as the editors of the New Interna-
tional and LABOR ACTION. Inad-
vertently, however, a mlsleadmg
caption informed our réaders that
the Workers Party had sent the

cable. The Workers Party had in-

ydeéd sent such a ecable on its own,
reported in  the rpevious issue of
LABOR ACTION. Thus, the head
that dppeared over last week’s story
was originally intended as a follow-
up on the Workers Party cable. This
follow-up was dropped, after bemg
set, to make room for the new story
of the joint cable, which the Workers
Pa1 ty ‘heartily endorsed,

terms. The Socialist Party leado‘;rs,
the trade union bureaucrats of the
UGT and the CNT as well as the
Spanish bourgeoisie, fear that inde-
pendent action of the Spamsh work-
mg ‘class mlght not only open he
road to the republlc but also toward
the only kind of government Whlch

can rescue Spain from its economu:'

misery and backwardness—a revolu-
tionary Socialist government.

That is why the Workers Pa.rty
hails the agtion of the ‘Bilbao * work-
ers. Only along this road of struggle
will the Spanish working class, aided
by the international proletaria.t top-
ple the Franco régime and restore
the democratic  rights. to the Spanish
people. Only a]ong this road eannch
Spanish workers and peasants sweep
aside, once and for all, the Spanish
hourgeolsie and its pretorian arliny,
and assume democratic control of the
factories and land they work,

That is why the Workers Party and
the parties of the Fourth Interna-
tional unconditionally support the
struggle of the Spanish workers for
the republic and the constfituent 'as-
sembily. It is the road of revolutibn-
ary .struggle that leads to democracy
and Socialism, the road of July 19!
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Write to Box 221 for informatlon.
EALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston St

Meetings of Socialist Youth League
held every Friday at § p.m.

Publie forums are held second Fri-
day of each month.
. For details of Workers
branch, ¢ontact above address.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.

" “Telephone—CHEsapenke 5798
" 'Offioe hours: 3-5:36 p.m. dally, ex-
eept BMundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
dny eveninys.

CLEVELAND

The Clevelend branch of the Work-
era Party meets’ every Sunday at
8 00 p.m.

" The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at 8:00 pam.
< For additional
to Bernard Douglas,
Cleveland 3, Ohio,

DETROIT .

Headguarters:
8 and 10. Telephone:
“Write or phone for
about the discussion group on
}Iﬁntf.im

LOS ANGELES

New headquarters address:

Party

information, write
P, O, Box 1190,

6341 Gratiot, Rooms
PLaza 5659,

information
“Sta-

LABOR

ACTION, 2314 So. Grand, Los An-
geles 7. E E
TEL.: Richmond. 7-3230 (if no an-
swer, phone AX 2-3067).
Office hours: 2 to § p.m. dally except
"-;ll.l‘!du}
LOU!S\'ILLE :
For other Information regarding

. EABOR ACTION, New International

and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

- NEWARK

L HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St

OFFI(.,E HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 8 p. m.;
Sat_urdayms to 4 p. m.

‘Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Actlon I—Iall 248 Market St.:

W

NEW YORK CITY

“CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
a.mn. to 10:30 p.m., except Saturday
uptil 6 p.m,

Telephone: CHelaea 2- 9681,

“¥ou are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH:
Thursday at §:15 p.m.

Meets every
at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 Weat 14th St.,
third floor. '

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 2:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center 114 West 14th bt.
third floor.

Indusirinl Branch meets Thursday
at 8:30 p.m., at City- Center, 114 W.
L4th St. '

Brooklyn Downtown Branch meets
every Thursday at 8:16 pm. at 276
I'ulton Street, second floor,

BROOKLYN- RR()‘\V‘\ISV[LLE EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: }leets every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. at Dé Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

. SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets

every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workera Party Headquarters, 276
Fualton St., second floor.

READING

" Yor information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workera Party ad-
dress: P. O. Bgx 1671.

PHILADELPHIA
HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
drd Avenue (3rd fdoor).
Workers Party Branch meets Wed-
nesdays at 8 pan,

Coming events gt Labor Action
Hall, 1139 West Girard Avenue:

Sunday, Juné 14—Workers Party
picnie.

ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridege, 6517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14,

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

I"or information on the activities

of the Workers Party in the San
Francisco Bay area writel LABOR
ACTION, 466 Tenth St, Room 206,
Oukland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE

“Write to P. O. Box 29, University
Tost Office, for informadtion.

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in ecities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Sguare, Long Island City 1,
N. Y.
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50 Cents Buys
Six Month Sub
to LABOR ACTION

ACEWR Plans to Cable Food
Packages to Starvation Zones

NEW YORK, May 12—The American
Cpmmittee for European Workers Re-
liet today announced plans to cable
foq:-d packages to the starvation zones
6f .Germany. Cable foed deliveries
take from four to ten days. Such or-
ders will go to companies holding
food stockpiles in Holland,- Denmark,
Switzerland and in Germany itself.
This method is more expensive but
faster.

.In its emergency appeal for aid to
Germany, the ACEWR pointed out
that the food situation is more criti-
cal than ever. In some parts of the
Ruhr the ration is below 650 calories

cent chocolate bars. A minimum
healthful diet must contain at least
2,000 calories a day.

Most of the recipients of ACEWR
relief are former concentration camps
prisoners who emerged afier five to
ten years with shattered health.
 Speed means as mych as dollars.
Next week may be too late. $13.50
will cable ten pounds of high-calory
food to starving Hamburg or the
Ruhr. '

All checks and money orders should
be made payable to the American
Committee for European Workers
Relief, 130 W. 23rd St., New York 11,

N Y.

a day— the equivalent of three five-
\

Aid European
‘Hungry Workers

Will you undertake to help us send food and clothing regularly to a
European working class family?

Will you support the AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its campaign to bring help in the
4 form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-
Nazi and labor fighters?

) If you can give us this support, please send all contributions (in
4 the form of food, clothing and money donations) to.us at the address
1. given below. We will take care of seeing to it that these contributiorms
of yours reach those who need ‘them most of all.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS RELIEF

197 Second Avenue i 3 I3 ; %
New York 3, N. Y. ol B EERE

Remember! $10 will enable us to send a 21-pnund'CARE Food
Package to a European Working Class Family.

T —— — N —— — — —— ——— — — — — —— — — — — — — — —

ACEWR |
. T97 Second Avenue i '
New York 3, N. Y.

1 am ready to help a European family during the coming months.
1 am sending the following contribution: $......................

v food paci

g _ —————clothing packages
Name ...l s
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'So. Caro ma Tntl FocuSes
Light on Southern System - -

(Continued frem page 1)

Not only their wives, but the babies
and the little children Were brought
along. -

At the beginning of the trial de-
fense attorneys spent most of the day
trying to ask questions for the record
aimed dt demonstrating "that the vie-
tim' of the lynching had enraged the
accused by bringing about the death
of a white taxi driver who was their
friend." This was a chief tactic of the
defense: to emphasize that the man
who was killed was a "white man."
“"Although the four-count indiet-
nment includes a miurder count, the
defense is putting most of its efforts
on getting the conspiracy count
stricken out. They do not discuss the
murder count, but seek to include
the question of conspiracy in the
murder count. It is clear; of course,
why this is being done. ‘The aim is
to make the trial drag out, to con-
fuse the jury as much as possible
and to lay the base for appealing to
a higher court should a convietion
be secured by the state.

MURDER COMES CHEAP

This is the picture of this some-
what unusual trial for the South. It
is unusual because men have been
arrested and brought to tfial. As a
rule no one is arrésted. There is the
standardized report: “met his death

Where You Can Buy
Labor Action and
New International
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Eilers Bookshop, betw. Liberty and
Jefferson gn 3rd, i

NEWARK
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and Brooklyn. Carried on all main
newsstands.,
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PHILADELPHIA
LABOR ACTION:
N.E. corner 11th and W"Ll#mt
N.W. corner 13th and Market,
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N.E. corner 15th and Market.
Near N.E. corner Broad St. and Gi-
rard Ave.
NEW INTERNATIONAL
N.E. cornar 11th and Walnut.
N.W. corner 13th and Market.
N.E. corner Broad and Arch,
N.E. corner 15th and Market.
Wpst side of Broad between Colum-
bia -and: Montgomery.
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San Franeclsco:

2059 Fillmore St.

Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd
Street.

McDonald’s Bookstore, 867 Mission
3t

Paul Elder's Bookstore, 239 Post St.
(NI only).
Berkeley: :
“Whelens, Bancroft and Telegraph.

SEATTLE
142 Washington Street.

OHIO CONFERENCE
DISCUSSES UNITY
OF WP AND SWP

Meeting in Akron, the Ohio branch-
es devoted a day long session to a
discussion of how best to achieve
unity between the Workers Party
and the Socialist Workers Party in

the interests of the American labor *

movement.

Unity between the two Trotsky:st
parties in the United States was the
main topic of discussion at the secw
ond confgrence of the Ohio State
Orgam:ratlon of the Workers Party
held May . 11th,

The conference met under the
guidance of thé Ohio State Commit-
tee, a continuations committee of the
conference which coordinates activ-
ity of the Ohio branches. Comrade
Nathan Gould, National Director of
Organization, visited the conference
and reported on unity for the nation-
al office.

Party sympathizers and members
of the Socialist Youth League parti-
cipated in the conference, which
found the Ohio party with the larg-
est membership rolls in its history,
and excellent prospects for continued
growth. At the' conclusion of the
conference; participants were guests
of the Akron branch of the SWP at
a showing of the film, “From Czar to
Lenin.”

- southern

at the hands of persons unknown.”
In this case there is a part of the
traditional pattern: the jailer did
not recognize any of the mobsters.
Also, the defendants, their families
and the ‘white people of ‘Greenville
do not take the trial very 'seriously.
At one point a defense attorndy in
objecting to the procedure remarked’:
“the nigger Iis dead everyhody
knows that.’?- Fad

The Negroes sit in- the: ..llnl ‘Crow
balcony and, ‘| suppose, wonder ‘who
will”be the next vietim.” They “ulso
wonder what all this talk “is about
"'conspiracy" when a human being'has
been done to death by a mob with
knives and shotguns. They dlso won-
der whether or not their will :be a
conviction. A conviction' may worry
them some. Because the streefs of
Greenville may not be safe “for them
if these 31 white men are comvicted.

It is instructive that the .defense
does not have anything to say about
the murder count in the indictment.
The reason of course iz that no
white man in Greenville and no Ne-
gro certainly believes that these
white men will get a murder verdict
from a jury “of their peers,” for
killing a Negro. The papers report
that “the defense indicating from its
steady hammering at race prejudice
issues that it is relying upon a
jury -to Trationalize the
crime on the basis of a life for a
life.” They are probably trying to
get the jury to take the position that
Earle brought it all on himself. They
would say that he knew the feeling
against Negroes, that he should not
have killed the white man. The pas-
sions of the latter’s friends” were
aroused. They didn’t know what they
were dodng. At any rate, it is good
in their opinion to kill a Negro oe-
casionally to teach a lesson to the
others. ;

THE SOUTHERN PATTERN

The defense attorneys have ar-
gued that the FBI has been too much
involved in this case; that this is'not
the business of the Federal Govern-
ment, but for the state to handle

alone. The FBI entered, it is said,
to determine whether or not civil

liberties were involved. This means
that_ the case becomes more and
moré involved in legal technicalities.

What -are . civil liberties? Is “the .

i1ght to life,-liher_ty, and the pursuit
of happiness,” considered a civil lib-
erty? There is entirely too much
“law” in this case..

Nobody is really concerned with
the brute fact that 31 one white men
fook a ngrotirom]]uil and murdered
him. They are taking hours and haurs

to discover whethar.pr not they.can<
spired to murder him. They want-ta'

know whether thesg. 31 were acces-
sories before. or .affer the fact. The
fuct that @ human being was done to
death in the most brutal manner isn't
a very impressive fact in Greenville.
" This is the pattern of the South,
where members of state legislatures
shoot each other,in,the Gapitol-build-
ing, where they shoot up the courts
if they don’t like the verdict, where
the whole population goes armed,
were ignorance and poverty domi-
nate the whole life of the péople.
Here is the land where the northern
textile capitalists take their factories
to get “cheap white labor,” an agri-
cultural section-which does not grow
enough food to feed itself ) and where

something more is required to lift
them out of their savagery than a
verdict of guilty.

They have to have nutritious food
to eat and plenty of it, something
more to wear than overalls, and bet-
ter homes to live in than the un-
speakable shacks they now inhabit.
They have to have schools with teach-
ers who kncw more than the students
and who themselves get wages which.

“one can live on and not die on. They

fave to have medical 'care to heal
dhéir sick bodies; to- dispel
‘worm, rickets and malaria. They have
‘Yo ‘havé':high- wages and something
which approaches economic security.

‘They" have: their Bible pounders,
their camp meetings and their re-
vivals. They have their politicians,
demagogues -and rascals. They have
their planters, grinding out the last
ounce of ‘energy for profit to pay the
northern banker-and insurance mag-
nate. Fhey have their manufacturers
and starvation Wwages; and the bulk
of the wealth produced is shipped
to ‘the-big banks of thé*North.

This is their ruling’clgss} ignorant,
stupid, arrogant, vénal aiid blood-
thirsty. This ruling cluss 3its on the
necks of the people. All‘#h& . fun the
white masses can find is sitting on the
necks of the Negroes, ‘Having - their
Iym:hmg orgies witnéssed ' by -their
wives and little childrens “They foo
are stupid and dull. But dtlﬂed‘*’o"i&‘s
they are hungry, ragged-and Yike men
living in the forests or the .cave.

There -are lots of things for these
southern white massés to learn. The
‘Negroes, “however, cannot whit on
‘the slow process of education in “bro-
ken down - séhools and “by brokén
down teachers: They can’t wait on
the illiterate ‘ministrations of 'holy-
roller ‘Bible pounders. They ean’t
wait for the ballot or the goodm!l
of the “right-thinking white people.”
The mob is not amenable-to this kihd
of education. Something more effec-
tive and positive is required. “Ah
ieye for an eye and a tooth for a
‘tooth” doesni't sound “civilized,” but
neither does the dropping of an atom
‘bomb or the use of “germ warfare.”
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HOLD SUCCESSFUL
ELECTION RALLY

OAKLAND, Calif, May 12 — The
Workers Party held an election rally
here last night at Jenny Lind-Hall as
part of its campaign to help elect la-
bor’s five candidates: to ‘the Oakland
@ity - Gounail, F;tty peuple attended
th'e rally.

William Gorman. speaklng for the
Workers Party, and Robert Chester,
prganizer of the local branch of the
‘Socialist ‘Workers Party, speaking .on
dnvitation of the WP, urged the work-
ers of Oakland to go to-the polls to-
morrow and .elect -the slate of the
'Oakland ‘Voters’ League.

*The league was formed by the AFL,
CIO . and some of the railroad broth-
erhoods to run their ‘own candidates
in opposition. to the strlke-breakmg
incumbents.

The speakers, whose respective
‘parties -are cooperating in the eam-
‘paign, -pointed out -that support -for
‘the: league candidates is of an un-
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NEW YORK SCHOOL ANNOUNCES EXTENSION
OF FRIDAY NIGHT CLASSES THROUGH JUNE

Two of the Friday night classes
at the Labor Action School aré being
extended until thé end of June. The
first class starts at 7:30 p. m. and is
taught by Ernest Erber. The con-
cluding four sessions will be The
Nature. of the Stalinist Parties, The
National Question and The Concept
of the Party.

"The class on Political Trends in
the Fourth International which
starts at 9 p. m. is taught by Henry
Judd. The concluding five sessions

will 'be Tthe Politics of the Fourth

International Since -Liberation, The
Russe‘an Question in the Interna-

tional Today at which Saul Berg will
be guest lecturer, The Diternationul
and World Stalinism with Ernest
Erber speaking, Views in the Intéer-
national on the Concept of the Par ty
with Emanuel Garrett speaking, and
the final 'lecture will be delivered by
Max Shachtman on Perspectives for
the Fourth International.

In view of the discussions in-the
Fourth International in which we
are discussing most of these contro-
versial questions, these ':classes
should be of particular interest to
all members and sympathmers of the
WO]kGI‘b Party.

Cop"l"es are still available of fhe Mcm:h and April
NEW INTERNATIONAL

: _ which contain _
"Nature of the Stalinist Parties"
N, v and L
"Nature of the Russian State"
By MAX SHACHTMAN

Order From: THE NEW INTERNATIOHAI,
..25¢ Per Copy

4 Couri Square
“

Begssds °{f- %5
Long island City 1,N. ¥.

r- PRESS MANAGER'S  smmempeee

8 HENRY JUDD

CHICAGO BRANCH COVERS WALLACE MEETING:

.

Continuing its excellent work in public sales of LABOR ACTION, the
Chicago branch of the Workers Party turned out in large numbers to -cover

/diluted working class character, It is

the soil of every -state is red with
the blood of the victims of the lynch
mob.

WHAT SOUTH NEEDS

Whatever thé verdict at Green-
ville, South Carolina will npt ‘be
changed. You can hold back 4 imob
and that is gomething, but ignor-
ance, poverty and bestiality eannot
be eliminated by -capitalist courts,
particularly by the capitalist-courts
in the  South. When 31 ‘human be-
ings can go out in the dark and hack
the life from another human, beat
him over the head.with a gun. and
then finish him off by shooting,

(Continued from page 1)

whatever occurs—mass deaths from
starvation, or hloody incidents.involv-
ing hungry strikers and the military
forces—upon the German people.
The American labor movement cannot
afford to accept this propaganda in
the slightest sense.

The Allies, in complete control of
Germany for two years, have done
e\"erything imagin_ahle to create. the
present crisis. They have dismantled
factories, shut down German .indus-
tries, cut off Gcnmanys ability to
export its products in exchange, for
food, They have aided the Russians
in t?mu pillage of the country by
shipping them many factories' and
much industrial eguipment. They
have set up administrative machin-
ery ‘heavily incrusted with former
Nazis, and reactionary. They have
prevented the revival of Germany's
industry; thus making ‘impossible
the essential production of machin-
ery, tools, ete., needéd by the farm-
ers and for which they would be
willing to turn in their crops. and
hoarded foods.

The present sifuation is a direct
consequence of the entire two year
policy of economic stagnation and
stranqulation. The quilty are the ‘im-
perialist administrators and the gov-

L

reaten Deat

iopposed by all of the city’s 'big busi-
ness, which ‘is solidly behind-the in-
“cumbent employers’ machine. But:

workers must continue ‘to back up

the labor candidates afier the elec-
tion, and, if ‘they ‘are elected, must,
‘through action ‘of “their uniont loeals,
insure that their representatives cat-
ry out a program favgrahle tn the
workers, the speakers said.

An active discussion by the audi-
ence concluded the 'meeting, aftér
which many of the persons in ‘the
audience showed interest in the ‘pro-
gram and activities of the Workers
Party.

‘ernments ‘they represent: who ‘have
‘prevented the masses of German:peo-
ple—the workers, ithe middle class:of
ithe tities, the poor farmers—=from
$aking’ over ‘their land and sming it
back upan its feet.

nGermany needs food. Only Amet—
ica is 'in a .position ‘to supply .it, at
‘the moment. 'The American labor
movement must see that this is dore,
At the same, time, it-must: repudiate:

in advance any barbaric actions that

may -be' taken by the :paricky men
who administer the occupation pol-

dey.

AKRON ACEWR
| Imufes You to a Sogml .
To Ald ‘European Workers !

MA¥ 24 p— 8 P M.
859 Howard S’I'

 Auspices: American . Commitiee
For :Euyropean Workers Relief
Admission: FREE

the recent. meeting held by Henry Wallace in that city. Under the energetic
direction of Shirley Waller, the LABOR ACTION sales squad sold over 360
copies of the paper before and during the meeting. Our congratulations'tb
‘the 'Chicago edmrades for the exeellent job they are doing in cireulating
"LABOR ACTION. We hope they’ll keep up this work, and that more and
more branches will follow suit.

San Francisco's agent, Peter Marlow, has written us about the dendy ‘and
regular public sales efforts being made out in the Bay Area. And from -Phila-
delphia, Frank Harper informs us that renewed efforts are being made o sell
LABOR ACTION, particularly at the Westinghouse plant in ‘that cﬂy’ The
practice and habit of selling LABOR ACTION out in public is growlnq. «and can
only lead. to increased circulation if it is continued.

L ]

Subseriptions have slowed up the past few weeks. Here’s the record for
the week, with the Detroit branch, guided by sub-getter Billy Miller, keeping

up its practice of sending in a regular, weekly batch of subs to LABOR
ACTION:

INEWE WORK b T e e s B o gl 8
Detroit ... L R R S e T T T 7
AKPOR ... 3 \
San Pedro . 2
Buffalo ... e 1
Chicago e e L B T S e e sn s 1
San Francisco ... 1
Streator, lil. . . 1
Miscellaneous ... 1
TORAL ociiinineiimi o i B OB 4 - 25 i

W

For our money, the best bill-payer in the country is Comrade Ned Brant
of Akron, Ohio, who never fal s to pay his bills right on time!

INTRO,DUCTORY OFFER TO

LABOR ACTION"
4 Court Square, Long Island Ciiyl N. Y.

Pleaae enter my Subscrlptmn to LABOR ACTION as follows'-'i
[0 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢.

[0 1 year subscription (52 issues), together
with pamphlet “Plenty For All,” to be mailed
to me, for $1.00.

NAME civovrsegissisniisisrssssinanssenssasessiionsainsmssiornisnssnsisssssossismsassess
(Please print) i
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Open U. S. Doors
To Immigration
Of Jewish People!

Six million Jews were murdered by the Nazis.

Not a finger was lifted by the Allies to help them.

The United States and Russia kept the doors of their vast

. countries closed, while England limited immigration into Pal-
estine.

Although the Nazis did the actual killing, the guilt for millions
of deaths lies equally on the heads, of Roosevelt, Stalin, Church-
ill and the enfire Allied world.

TOTAL EXTERMINATION — OR FREEDOM .

The recent tragic history of the Jews proves that present-
day capitalism breeds a new kind of anti-Semitism—an anti-
Semitism of total extermination. The continued existence of
capitalism means death and destruction for all Jews in a per-
sonal sense. Only the abolition of capitalism offers any hope for
Jewigh life. If anything can be learned from the bestial assaults

of capitalist anti-Semitism, it is that the real solution for the

Jewish people lies in their unity with the working class in the
struggle for Socialist emancipation.

250,000 Jews are homeless, a million nfore live in insecurity,
seeking a place to go, but face a world of barriers. The WORK-
ERS PARTY demands that the United States opens its doors to
all the displaced persons. This mpust be one of the main demands
of American labor. At the same time, together with the interna-
tional working class, we support the pressing demand of — Open
the Doors of Palestine.

THE UNITED NATIONS — THIEVES' KITCHEN \

Palestine is now being kicked around by the “Big Three” in
a game of power politics in the struggle for oil and strategic
bases. '
~ Britain, ruled by a Labor Party that sacrificed Socialism for
“natjonal interests”—maintains the White Paper, organizes a
reign of terror in Palestine and plays off Arab against Jew to
divide and rule.

Russia, at the U. N., has just made an about-face. Just yes-
terday, the program of the Stalinist parties was opposed to Jew-
ish immigration into Palestine. Poland prohibits the Jews from
leaving this pogrom-ridden country. The Stalinists of Palestine
join the boycott of Jewish goods. Russia is throwing a bone to
the Jews to embarrass the U. S. and Britain and at the same, time
cynically supports the Arab ruling class.

The United States too plays a double game. You must be pa-
tient, says U. N. Delegate Austin of the United States to the DPs
who rot in European concentration camps two years after the
end of the war in Europe. In spite of all the pretentions of Con-
gress and Truman about the United States being the most liberal
and democratic country in the world, immigration barriers are
maintained. Every statement "for the Jews" is matched by one
currying favor with the feudal Arab ruling class. The politicians
want both Arab oil and Jewish votes. '

THE ONLY ROAD — JEWISH-ARAB UNITY -

The struggle'for Jewish national existence cannot be achieved
by relying on British, Rdssian or U. S. imperialism. Neither can
it be achieved by individual acts of terrorism. It can be attained
only by the unity of Jew and Arab in a common front against
imperialism.

The Zionist leadérs, by their policies of Kibbush Avodah,
separate unions for Jewish and Arab workers, by opposition to
a constituent assembly based on universal suffrage, keep Arabs
and Jews divided and play into the hands of the British imperial-
ists and the reactionary Arab «effendis, who in turn incite the
Arab people against the Jewish masses.

* Jewish rights in Palestine can be obtained only in a struggle
against imperialist rule. The entire population—Jews and Arabs
—must be mobilized in a struggle for a constituent assembly that
will guarantee the national rights of both Jews and Arabs in a
free, independent Palestine.

OPEN THE DOORS OF THE UNITED STATES!

'FREE IMMIGRATION INTO PALESTINE!

END IMPERIALIST RULE IN PALESTINE!

FOR THE IMMEDIATE CONVOCATION OF A" DEMO-
CRATICALLY ELECTED CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY!

FOR A FREE, INDEPENDENT PALESTINE!

OIL, STRATEGIC BASES, POWER POLITICS
OR HUMAN LIVES?

What Is the Socialist Solution

FOR THE JEWS WHO ROT IN
EUROPE'S DP CAMPS?
FOR PALESTINE?

»

COME AND HEAR: 2 o
‘MAX SHACHTMAN

National Chairman, Workers Party

EDWARD FINDLEY

Writer for Labor Aclion on Jewish Problems
IRVING HOWE '
Editorial' Board, Labor Action
Time: FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 8:15 P. M.
Place: WEBSTER HALL o

119 East 11th Street, New York City
(Between 3rd and 4th Avenues)

Admission: 25 Cents

Auspices: Workers Party, Local New York
‘114 West 14th Street. CHelsea 2-9681

Who Says There’s No Money for

FOUR HUNDRED
M/LUON POLLAR

Housing?

Jews Wi" Gafri Nothing
From Russian About-Face

The special Palestinian UN assem-
bly having accomplished its mission
of talking much and appointing still
another investigating commlttee has
adjourned and gone home.

One thing none of the delegates
suggested or took into consideration,
was the immediate needs of the dis-
placed persons. Despite the desperate
situation of these hundreds of thou-
sands, none of the great powers, the
U. s, Britain or Russia, suggested the
immediate opening of their own
doors, or that of Palestine to refieve
the sufferings of these people. The
Big Three were interested only in
playing their diplomatic game of
gaining influence and position in the
new struggle for world power.

Despite President Truman's unse-
rious and weakly repeated demands
for the admission of 100,000 Jews to
Palestine, the United States support-
ed the creation of this delaying “in-
vestigating” committee.

The only surprise afforded by the
UN meeting was Gromyko's final
speech in which he proposed that
Palestine be neither wholly a Jewish
nor Arab country, but a bi-national
state. Should it be shown that the
antagonism between Jews and Arabs
makes such a state impossible, the
next best .solution, he continued,
would be the partition of Palestine
into two independent states—one
Jewish and one Arab.

RUSSIA’'S ABOUT FACE

In unofficial Zionist circles this has
been hailed as a “Russian Balfour
Declaration”—since this is the first
time that a Russian spokesman has
recognized that the Jews have any
rights in Palestine.

This shift in line on Russia’s part,

while a surprise, was foreshadowed.

On February 10th, LABOR ACTION
reported that Russia had given Po-
land and Czechoslovakia freedom on
the Palestine issue and that Poland
would advocate a bi-national state.
However, every other Russian action
pointed in the opposite direction—
that Russia was engaged in an at-
tempt to win over the reactionary
governments of the Arab League:
Gromyko had voted for the Arab
League motion that no immigration
be allowed into Palestine without
Arab consent. The Arab Stalinist par-
ties continued their opposition to
Jewish immigration. The - Jewish
Communist Party of - Palestine
changed its line after the British Em-
pire Conference of Communist Par-
ties, to opposition to Jewish immi-
gration. In Palestine, the Arab Stal-
inists gave “critical” support to the
Mufti, and the boycott of Jewish
goods. The Moscow radio and the
Stalinist parties all over the world
attacked the demand for admission
of 100,000 Jews into Palestine.

The reversal of.the Russian posi-
tion has completely embarrassed
Britain and the United States and ex-
posed their own hypocrasy. The U. S.
has officially been for free immigra-
tion and unofficially for partition.
The U. S. and Britain have claimed
until now that the reason they could
not implement their promises to the
Jews was because of their fear of
what the Russian-backed Arabs
would do. With one sentence Gro-
myko exposed these statements for
the phony excuses they are. Austm

the American” UN “deleghte, had to
hail Gromykos statemeént on parti-
tion as “constructive.”

NEW ZIONIST HOPES

The Zionists hope that reversal of
the Stalinist position will compel the
U. S. and Britainite favor Jewish as-
pirations. For a h)ng time the U. S.
has unofficially =bagn in -favor of par-
tition. England? tpo, in the Peel re-
port of 1937, propesed partition. The
Zionist leaders hope that now at last
the Big Three will agree on a parti-
tion acceptable tq.Zionism.

Officially the Jewish Agency is very
cool to Gromyko's statements. They
clearly remember that'Bevin is also
in'favor of bi-natfonali§m and/or par-
tition. They know that much depends
on the content put into the bi-nation-
alist concept. They know that certain
Arab groups are willing to accept
such a formula, provided Jewish im-
migration is limited, and Gromyko
did not mention: the right of Jewish
immigration. As to partition, all de-
pends on the size of the partifions.
Some Zionist leaders are convinced
that Stalin wants ,to make a new
Korea out of Palestine, with a UN

" trusteeship in whith Russia will play

a part. Then, too, while Russia has
granted a concession to Zionist phi-
losophy, what it gave in May, it can
take away in September. '

The feeling of apprehension on the
part of the Jewish Agenty, seems to
be well founded, according to an item
in the Jewish Morning Journal, of
May 20, which reports a visit on the
part of the Polish Consul General in
Palestine to the Arab Higher Com-
mittee, to inform them that Poland’s
position in the UN should not be in-
terpreted as Poland's being against
the Arab demandg.

While all the Zionist groups, in-
cluding the Revisionists and the Chief
Rabbi Herzog, have hailed the state-
ment of Gromyko, the Palestine
Hashomer Hatzair has gained the
most., To them, Gromyko's statement
is a vindication of both their pro-
Stalinist line, as well as their advo-
cacy of bi-nationalization with politi-
cal parity for Jews and Arabs. They
have won over a large group of the
pro-Stalinist wing of the Achduth
Avodah Party, This may lead to a
disintegration of the Achduth Avodah
Party, as another wing is going back
to the Mapai (Jewish Labor Party).

The shift in Russian policy has
caused a stir in the Communist par-
ties of the world. Once again they are
proving that they are not independ-
ent parties, that their. policies are
nothing but a reflection of Russian
foreign policy. In the U. S., the Daily
Worker for the first time since De-
cember, has come out for Jewish im-
migration. In Palestine, the Jewish
Stalinists at first said that they«would

‘not have to change their policy, but
"that the Arab Stalinists would have

to change theirs.;As LABOR ACTION
of February 3, 1947, reported, both
the American CP and the Palestinian
CP had an ambiguous slogan of Arab
Jewish state, but consistently inter-
preted. that in a manner that could
only mean an Arab state, at the same
time leaving a door open for a pos-
sible shift of line. The Palestinian
Jewish Stalinists are now stressing

bi-nationalism and completely omit-

ting any mention of partition, which
Gromyko made an 1mportant part of
his speech. The other Stalinist parties
are “‘revising” their positions. For the
coming summer the Stalinists will do
their best to gain Jewish support
without completely antagonizing the
Arab leaders.

A WAY OUT

The Workers Party warns both the
Arabs and Jews that none of the Big
Three—Russia, Britain or the U. S,
act in the interests of either people.
Each of these imperialists maneuver
for stragelic bases and advantages in
the oily game of power politics. The
advocacy of a fake bi-nationalism:by
both Bevin and Gromyko should not,
however, blind us to the fact of the
existence of two nationalites in Pal-
estine. The beginning of wisdom in
the Palestine question is the recog-
nition not only of the national rights
of both Jews and Arabs, but above
all independence of the country be-
fore any sound and lasting steps can
be taken in Arab Jewish relations.

These rights can be achieved only
in a joint struggle against all imperi-
alisms—Anglo-American or Russian,
when Jews and Arabs join forces in a
fight for a free, independent Pales-
tine, guaranteeing the national rights
of both Jews and Arabs, only .then
will they win what each nationality
needs.

At present in Palestine, there ex-
ists a cordiality of relations between
Jews and Arabs that lays a founda-
tion for joint action, not for separa-
tion. (Witness the strike of 40,000
Jewish and Arab Army Ordnance
workers, reported in the Times of
May 19th.) To bring about joint ac-
tion, to further the umity of these
people, an intelligent program is
needed that will offer economic,
political and social guarantees for
both Jews and Arabs. The initial de-
mand best calculated to bring this
about is the democratic constituent
.assembly as part of the struggle for
the indepgndence of Palesiine from
imperialist rule.

Now Available!

Labor Action
Book Service

. is pleased to announce
- receipt of:

DANIEL GUERIN'S
. just published history

"La Lutte des Classes Sous
la Premiére République"

A two-volume Marxist study of
the class French Revolution, in
the light of the theory of the Per-
manent Revolution, by the author
of “Fascism and Big Business.”
Over 900 pages, in French.
L ]
Write to:
Labor Action Book Service

4 Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y.

for sale price. Limited Edition!

Ask for our list of available books.

World Arms Budget
Is 10 Billion Dollars
More Than in 1938

By ARTHUR STEIN

The countries of the world are
spending 10 billion more dollars on
armaments today than they did in
1938, the eve of the Second World
War. This is the general result of a
survey into world-wide military
strength conducted by the New York
Times, and reported. in the May 12
issue by Hanson W. Baldwin, military
expert of that paper.*

These unprecedented peacetime
military expenditures by the big im-
perialist powers, we must remember,
are made at a time in which

a. The most crucial food shortage
of modern times is keeping the great-

er part of the world's population on’

a starvation diet;

b. The reconstruction of the al-
most completely destroyed European
industrial system lags for want of
capital and manpower;

c¢. The memory of mass murder and
destruction, as well as the fear of
more of the same in the form of a
third world war, terrorizes the work-
ers and poor people all over the
world.

THE BIGGEST SPENDERS

As was to be expected, the survey
revealed that the biggest spenders of
money for military purposes are the
two giants of world imperialism: the
United States and Russia.

Preliminary  figures indicate that
the United States will spend thirty-
four per cent of its 1948 budget on
military items, Due to the closely-
guarded secrecy with which Russia
keeps all military data from the pub-
lic, no precise figures are available
here. However, according to the au-
thoritative estimates of the New York
Times, based on wvarious between-
the-lines indications, it is safe to as-
sume that,the Russians are devoting
between forty and fifty per cent of
their budget to military expenses.

All these figures, however, actually
represent only a part of total mili-
tary outlays, since no country reports
its expenditures on such items as the
development of the atomic -bomb,
bacteriological warfare, guided mis-
siles, jet planes, and other new weap-
ons. .

An analysis of the figures presented
in the survey reveals an enormous
concentration of military power in
the two imperialist giants, a great
technical superiority on the part of
the United States and, finally, the
never-ending danger of open warfare
in a world ruled by the twin evils of
capitalist and bureaucratic-collectiv-
ist imperialisms.

1. CONCENTRATION OF POWER

QOutside of those of the United
States apd Russia, there are no air
forces worthy of the name. The
United States owns 37,000 military
planes; Russia owns 25,000. The rest
of the world (outside of Britain and
France, which, though no precise fig-
ures are available, are known to own
substantially smaller air fleets than
those of the U. S. and Russia) owns
8,324 military planes combined.

In the field of sea power, the United
States owns more ships in the five
principal categories (battleships, bat-
tle cruisers, aircraft carriers of all
types, cruisers of all types, destroyers
and submarines) than the rest of the
world combined. Here, in tons ef
warships in these categories, is the
story of world sea power today:

United States ... 3,820,000 tons
Great Britain _. ... 1,531,600 tons
Russia e 445,000 tons
France . ... 250,000 tons
All other countrles ... 633,732 tons

2. AMERICA'S SUPERIDRITY

Though Russia’s military money
outlays are roughly as large as are
those of the United States, there is a
striking difference in the manner ‘in
which the money is expended. We
have* already shown the vast differ-
ence in air and naval strength of the
two countries; the picture in project-
ed future construction is such that
this difference will probably be per-
petuated. What is more striking, how-
ever, is that the United States, rough-
ly, has only about one-fifth as many

. men under arms as Russia has. The

armies of the two countries include
670,000 and 3,800,000 men respectively.
The proportion of men in air and sea
forces over ground troops is greater
in the United States than it is m
Russia.

These figures indicate a significant’

American superiority in the mech-
anization of armed forces. The princi-
pal factors accounting for this differ-
ence are probably to be found in
Russia’s far lower productivity of la-
bor, and in the peculiarities of Rus-
sian imperialism, which
greater numbers of occupation troops.
3. CONTINUATION OF CONFLICTS

The grand total of men under arms
at the present time almost reaches
nineteen’ million throughout the
world. More than 27 billion dollars
are being spent annually on purely
military items.

In these figures lies the answer to
the question of the prospects for
peace in a world dominated by Rus-
sian and American imperialism. The
secret and not-so-secret war prepara-
tions of these powers are clearly ex-
posed in this survey. g .
" In addition to what these facts tell
us_about the future, however, we are
also furnished with insights into the
extent and depth of present mlhtary
operations.

Thus, there are two million men in
the various armies of occupation.
Russia, with occupation forces in Ger-
many, Austria, Korea and Manchu-
ria, in addition to all the eastern
countries of Europe, ranks first as an
occupying power in numbers of
troops involved. The United States
and Great Britain furnish the rest of
the world’s occupation troops.

The armed conflict in China, re-
flecting the Russo-American imperi-
alist rivalries, involves five to six and
a half million men on both sides. In
the Viet Nam republic in Indo-China,
the forces of French imperialism
number approximately 100,000 men.
About the same number of Nether=-

lands troops are fighting ‘the Indo-.

nesian independence movement, and
about 65,000 British treops, including
infantry, “airborne,” air force and na-
val units, are now stationed in Pales-
tine.

L ]

In this picture, then, we have part
of the explanation for the present
wide-spread starvation in the world,
for the economic chaos, and for the
intense insecurity under which we
live. At a time when the most crying
need of the peoples of the world is
bread, the big powers can only make
guns. When men are needed to work
in mines and factories to bring a sick
economy back to life, soldiers are sent
all over the world to suppress the
colonial independence movements.

A program for a lasting peace,
therefore, requires that the labor
movement all over the world demand

the unconditional withdrawal of all -

occupation troops and expeditionary
forces. It requires, also, a recognition
that only a workers' world and so-
cialism can bring a world without
armies and without wars. '

A Grim Reminder
Of the Coming War

A new, more terrible device for
the destruction of human beings on a
mass scale was described last week
by Glenn Martin, head of the airplane
company bearing his name gnd a
leading war profiteer. This device he
described as a radio-active cloud
which could be released from aircraft
by non-explosive atomic shells. Such
clouds, each of them perhaps a mile
square, could be laid.in stries. They
would not kill suddenly but would re-
sult in lingering death and corrosion
of human bodies over a great area.

This new war device was described
by Martin as making futile any at-
tempt to disperse industries or peo-
ple over rural areas, since it could
presumably be used to blanket whole
sections of a country. If Martin’s re-
port is accurate, this new weapon is
‘the deadliest and most terrible
means for mass destruction yet de-
vised—with the possible exception of
bacteriological warfare, the. efficien-
cy of which has not yet been tested.

The new weapon was described by
Martin as probably net being very
ugeful in actual combat areas since
it could effect the troops of both
sides in a war. It could most effec-
tively be used in destroying civilian
rear areas. Apparently it would
thereby be a weapon similar in type
to poison gas, except that it would be
far more effective since there is no
defense for it equivalent to the gas
mask.

The radioactive clouds,»Martm de-

clared, might be as large as a mile
square and might be laid in echelon
by aircraft flying at great altitudes.

Martin declared that the U. 8.
government now has an atomie bomb
more powerful than that which was
dropped on Nagasaki and that ex-
periments are being conducted with
rockets which go more than, 200
miles up in the air.

These announcements are grim re-
minders of what the third world war
being planned by the imperialist
powers will be like, unless the people
of all nations act to stop these war
preparations. Technological prepa-
rations for war, for mass destruec-
tion, are now far outstripping any
devices for defense; humanity faces
the prospect of the most terrible de-
struction of whole peoples and whole
areas if the imperialist preparations
for war go unchecked. Each new an-
nouncement of war devices under-
lines that fact.

Read and Subscribe
to The “; %1

New International

require .

T

ol

6%




	v11n21-p1-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p2-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p3-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p4-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p5-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p6-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p7-may-26-1947-LA
	v11n21-p8-may-26-1947-LA

