. | Work for A Workers World
By Joining Workers Party

A i

IR ACTION

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF LABOR s

ER TAFT-HARTLEY BIL
LABOR OFFENSIVE!

TO Win We Most ks adive

o . JUNE 9, 1947

AN

=

. | Senate Passes
Bill for 15%

FIVE cEN'r_'s

The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM), ihe U. s.
Chamber of Commerce, the Iron and Steel Institute and all the
big capitalist employers have received the relief and the securify |
which they sought from their government at Washington. The
Tafi-Hartley anti-labor bill, known by the name of "Labor-Man-
agement Relations Act, 1947," has been approved by the con-
ference of the two houses and Congress and is ready to be pul‘

L5

23

S

o

Rent Increase

The reé.l estate lobby scored a smashi_ng victory as the Sen-
ate this week paved the way for a $90,000,000-a-month national

rent boost. Ey voice vote, the Senate voted to permit a 15 per °

cent hike in rents where landlord and tenant “agree” on a lease
running beyond December 31, 1948.

As opponents of the bill have pointed out, this is a pistol at
t1e head of the people: either sign a lease incorporating the 15
per cent increase or...find another apartment!

Other provisions in the Senate bill would exempt newly-

rentéd and mewly-built buildings from rent control, would give
states the right to fix their own rent control systems‘and would
allow landlords to evict “nuisance” tenants. “Nuisance” tenants
will prove to be tenants with a strong objection to a rent in-
crease. :
The bill now goea to conference with the House. Inasmuch
as the House has already approved the 15 per cent increase, there
is not likely to be any strong d:ﬂ’erence of opinion among the
conferees ’ 5t

WE MUST HAVE FULL AN’D REAL CONTROI.

“The rent control blll now ih operation ‘is due to expire on
Jlme 30. The majority of the House and Senate members are
known to be opposed to any kind of rent control. Thus, the bill
which is now in the stages of final drafting is merely designed
as a cover under which to retain the pretense of control while
controls are actually nullified..

Even under the present law, rents have risen steadily and
perilously. Under the new bill there will be few obstacles in the
way of unbridled rent gouging: and mass evictions.

The present indications are that Truman will not veto the
Senate-House bill with the excuse that any bill is better than
none. The Congressmen, of course, anticipated exactly that atti-
tude. While that may be adequate reasoning for Truman, it is
not good reasoning for the majority of people. There is only one
kind of rent control adequate to the people’s need—firm, rigid,
unrelaxed controls.

‘If at the moment our attention is distracted by the urgency
of deﬁaiing the anti-labor legislation, the rent issue neverthe-
less continues to have the deepest importance for us. Our pocket-
books cannot stand the strain of this final robbery in prices. We
must resist it, and resist it vigorously by every means at our
disposal. There are only a few weeks in whteh to act. Hence we

must act with resolution.

Last year when it appeared as- though rent controls would
give way entirely, a nationwide protest halted the schemers dead
in their tracks. The same protest is indicated now, but on a larger
and more organized scale.

OURS MUST BE AN ULTIMATUM!

Various tenant groups have already been formed. These must
he extended to include tenants on every block in every city serv-
ing coordinated notice that a rent increase or evictions will not
be tolerated.

. As we have many times commenhd before, the problem of

rents is not essentially separable from the other problems fac-
ing labor and the people. The very same gang that is behind the
anti-labor drive is behind the drive to boost rents. An effective,
victorious demonstration on one’ will have successful repercus-

sions on the other.

Our unions are intimately mvolved in this. They must be our
spokesmen, lending the organized support and leadership of labor
to the fight for rent controls. _ ;

It is a fight on many fronts: to maintain and improve con-
trols, to increase wages to overcome increases. It is a fight that
demands the exertion of orgamzed pressure on landlords direct~
ly and on landlords indirectly by warning thexr legislative serv-
ants against lifting controls.

The fight needs to be so waged that even if the rent controls
are relaxed by Congress, landlords will not dare to avail them-
selves of their "right” to steal. It musf be so waged as to make
it plain that thousands will gather to prgvenf any evictions.

This is a job which can be started in your neighborhood. Or-
ganize the tenants on your block. Get your union to back your
campaign. Unify your activities with those of others. Make it
plain that nothing less than complete control wxll be acceptable!
Let it be an ultimatum!
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propose;
¢ No reliance on Truman.

Democratic Party machine.

" & Reliance instead on labor's organized power.

Even If Truman should veto the bill, and it is not
at gll certain that he will, despite the fact that the
labor leaders are making that the sum and substance’
of thelr campaign, there remains the danger of a
Congrass vote over-riding the bill. To rely on Truman,
is=~veto or ‘no veto!—to undermine the fight of the
labor movement against this vicious bill.

As we go to press, there is a tremendous meeting
in progress in New York City’s Madison Square.
Garden, called by the AFL, to demand a veto. Mayor ;
O’Dwyer has even named thls {(Wednesday, June 4) .
Veto Day, with an-eye on snatching labor votes |
come, election day. Meetings are alright. But they
are not enough. And they are certainly not enough
if they’re organized in the spirit of -reliance on the

Show Our Might!

To meet the menace in the Taft-Hartley bill, we

labor’s might!

I.cbar can take effective action. When the workers
in Detroit assembled on Cadillac Square, they were
taking that kind of effective action. When workers
in various unions voted for a mational work stoppage’
of 24 hours they were voting for that kind of action.

Workers demonstrating in strike action through-
out the country do more toward getting a veto and
in pérsuading congressmen against over-riding that
veto, than a million post-card petitions. A 24-hour
strike, backed by a mass march on Washington,
gathered outside and INSIDE the halls of Congress
will speak the only kind of language the reaction-
aries can understand. They must be confronted with

Time is running short—get your unfon to act.
e FOR A 24-HOUR NATIONAL PROTEST.

e FOR A MASS LABOR MARCH ON WASH-
~INGTON TO BACK THE VETO.

Youth Conscnpﬂon Plan

Is Step

by JULIE FALK

' 8ix months ago President Truman
appointed his Advisbry Committee
on Universal Training: The commit-
tee was a chosen assortment of in-
dustriglists, war-cabinet members
and atomic-age churchmen and pro-
fessors.

The formation of this committee
was the opening gun in a capitalist
offensive to incorporate peace-time
conscription into “the American way
of life,”” It was the beginning of a
drive to ipflict infinite hardships on
teen-age youth and to gear the
American. people and. industry to de-
fend America’s imperialist interests.

On June 1st the President’s com-

mission—an example of select breed- .

ing in capitalist politics—did "the ex-
pected. It delivered a report which
unammously recommended compul-
sory military training for all male
youth reaching eighteen years of
age or on being graduated from or
leaving high school. From - this
source the commission expects:to col-
lar nearly one million conscripts a
year,

COMMITTEE'S FINDINGS

The committee compiled its “find-
ings” and “recommendations” in a
voluminous report which, except for
several fragmentary quotations, has
not as yet been made freely available
to the publie. However, the commit-

tee's “summary letter” to the Presi-
dent was printed, and from it we
can gather the essential features of
a vast plan to put the entire nation
on a war footing. (i

Any sugary illusions about the
character and purpose of the pro-
posed universal training is dissipat-
ed by the committee’s “findings.”
The committee emphatically dismiss-
es the idea that the military angle
to Universal Training is only “inci-
dental.,” President Truman tried to
sell conscription to the American
people by peddling it off as a
health and mental fitness program.
The committee’s letter, in its typical
blunt manner, makes it clear that
compulsory training is to accomplish
“gssential military objectives.”

The commission proposes a six-
month basic training period for all
physically and mentally fit of the
above described age categories. Aft-
er this period the conseript has an
“option” of one of the following
alternatives:

1) Remain in camp or aboard
ship for another six months.

2) Join the regular army.

3). Attempt to win an appoint-
ment to Annapolis or West Point.

4) Take a civilian job provided
he join the National Guard.

5) Attend college if he [oins
ROTC and agrees to accept a re-
serve commission on graduation.

Imperialist Bloc Stages European Tug of War

&) Join the enlisted reserves for
the current enlistment period which
is now six years.

The committee recommends “only”
six months ‘of basiec training. But
from the above alternatives we can
see that the proposed regimentation
of youth is for at least twice that
period of time. Also, we know from
experience with wartime conserip-
tion that six months can be extended
indefinitely if Congress sees fit.

The committee didn’t slip ‘up on
any point. The report makes a rec-
ommendation on pay allowance, too.
However, this must have been a
minor consideration as evidenced by
the very minor recommendation of
$26 'a month pay for the peacetime
draftee.

THAT ISN'T ALL

~ The recommendation of compul-
sory -military training was but one

" proposal in-an eight point program

designed to insure “national secur-
ity.” These proposals, if effectuated,
would directly and indirectly reor-

‘ ganize just about every phase of

American life in consonance with
the declared military needs of Amer-
ican imperialism. Practically all in-
dustrial and scientific activities in
America would be integrated in the
vast military program as proposed
(Continued on page 7)

to vote.

According to Taft, the bill agreed on by the conferees is nof'

"harsh." It does not coptain all

of the provisions that industry

had demanded. Taft let it be known that industry had demanded

WP and SWP
Will Picket
Greek Consul

ATHENS (via Paris, May 23)
—Five members of the Inter-
nationalist Communist Party
of Greece (Greek section of the
Fourth International) have
just been arrested, accused of
breaking the “public order”
measures decreed by the reac-

tionary Maximom - Tsaldaries

government.

In Salonika, three other

“tembers of the ICP,. including
* one-woman, are to be tried. by

court - martial and face the
death sentences.

Five other members have
been condemned to two months’
imprisonment for distributing

-a leaflet.

In response to the demand required
by the above mnews, the Workers
Party and the Socialist Workers
Party have called a protest demon-
stration before the Greek Consulate
at Rockefeller Plaza, for Saturday,
June 7, at 12 noon. '
‘Coming on the heels of the adop-
tion of the “Truman Doctrine,” by
which the government has set'aside
tens of millions of dollars to “stabil-
ize” the reactionary-terror régime of
the Greek monarchists-industrialists-
militarists, we have a clear lesson
in the meaning of the imperialist as-
sistance given to a rotten puppet ré-
gime.

The Greek régime is noft a reac-
tionary-terrorist régime because it is
as war with the Stalinist mercena-
ries—between them there is little to
choose. But if is an anti-working, class
régime. No better opportunity is af-
forded us to protest mot merely the
support given to the Greek rulers by
ihe government, but against the {er-
rorist régime itself in behalf of our
comrades.

a tougher bill than the present
Taft-Hartley Bill. The NAM
and individual cerpnrul'lons
had their lawyers present to
help in the drafting of the'bills
and to give advice as to what
industry wanted and. . must
have. It is known that lawyers
from the Case Co. and from
Chrysler took a hand. in the
drafting of the bills. S

The Taft-Hartley Bill is a . very
long bill, containing thousands of
words. Two and a half pages are ‘re-
quired in the New York Times for
the bill with all its titles, sub- ﬁtlga.
sections and sub-sections. It ig-for-
mulated in the uswal technicsl’ jnr-
gon of “the law,” a.ml partiou!nrly in
the technical jargon of the congres-
sional lawyer.. Not only is: the bl!l
a long one and wrapped in/ l tlip
gibberish of musty legalisms,"
is deliberately organized: in 4 v_'
tricky fashion. . It gives and " takes

-away, it protects and punlshes. it is

clear and obscure, it is loose and ﬂef-

inite. It is just such'a bill as to pro- .
vide a paradise for shyster 1awyer’s

and for the best medieval minds; otl
the federal bench. The bil]l is sb
worded. that every major ‘“violation’

can become a case for long-drawn-
out court proceedmgs, costing the

unions thopsands of dollars for the

purpose of getting nowhere.

MYTH OF EQUALITY

'In the language of the bill, the pur-
pose of this act is to protect “the
full flow of commerce,” the avoidance
of industrial strife by getting em=
pleyers, employees and labor organ-
izatiohs, “under law” to “recognize
one another’s legitimate rights.,” Also
“to prescribe the legitimate rights of
both employees and. employers ih
their- ‘relations affecting commerce.”
That is, the act is basically con-

cerned with the protection of *our -

system of free enterprise,” with the
maintenance of . business, wlth the
enhancement of capitalism.

Congress makes no apologies !nr :

taking this course. “Liberals” joinef
with the most reactionary in voting
for this bill. The overwhelming. ma-
jority of the members of Congress,
Republicans and Democrats, Hberals
and reactionaries, joined -hands in
coming to the defense of “commerce.”

(Continued on page 2)

Stalinists Take Over in Hunganan Coup

By IRVING HOWE
The continuous and unrelenting

“war for the control of the European

continent being waged at present
between the Anglo-American bloc
(which means pnmarlly the U. S.)
and Stalinist Russia is sharpening;
it iz erupting in a series of new
manifestations. Most important of
these are the political crises which
have recently broken out in three
countries: France, Italy and Hun-
gary. The facts in brief:

In France, no doubt under the pres-
sure of U.' S. agents who hinted that
if the Stalinists remained jin the
French cabinet the forthcoming loan
to France might not be ... forthcom-
Ing, the Stalinists were dropped from
fie cabinet. Now the Social Demo-
crats. "rule alone” even though they
gre a minerity party. Of course, this
is a bit of a farce: actually they are
ruling us trustees of French capital-
ism gnd Anglo-American imperialism.
In any case, however, u squeeze play
has been worked on the Stalinists,
whe ﬂ\ﬂl'lli‘ that no cabinet would

be formed without them. In France at
least, the Stalinists don't yet dare to
come out with a full-ledged policy of
opposition to the government; they
content themselves with "criticism."
They have deliberately restrained the
French workers from striking; in some
instances they have even played the
role of strike-breaker.

In_short, in France the Stalinists
are not yet prepared for a show-
down, if only because they, and their
master in the Kremlin, know that
the U. S. will not tolerate the loss of
France and would be ready to take
extreme measures in case of such a
losg. Such extreme measures, not
even perhaps short of war, the Rus-
sians are not in a position to coun-
ter. As a result they restrain them-
selves and their followers in France.
(This fact, it should be added; pro-
vides a great opportunity for expos-
ing the Stalinists in France, for
showing how their vassalage to Rus-
sian foreign policy makes them be-

'tray the interests of the French

workers.)
In Italy, a similar situation has

e B e e e b R R A Y R R e

developed. Again largely under the
prompting of Anglo-American im-
perialism, a new cabinet has been
formed without either the Stalinists
or the pro-Stalinist “Socialist” party
of Pietro Nenni.

The premier, De Gasperi, is leader
of the Christian Democratic Party,
which is the party of the Italian
capitalist class and of the Vatican.
He has chosen a cabinet of “non-
party technicians”—which means of

-floating bourgeois politicians—and

his justification for excluding the
parties of the “left” has been that
their inclusion might prevent a loan
from the U. 8. (In the present cata-
strophic economic position of Italy,
such a loan is a very important po-
litical device.) Such a statement,
however, is merely an inverted way
-of saying that the U. 8. is demand-
ing the exclusion of the Stalinists
from power as its price for the loan.
In turn, the Stalinists are trying to
play it a little rough. They have or-
‘ganized demonstrations and some of
_the “Partisans” are reported to have
taken to the hills. But it seems, at

the moment, doubtful 11’ Stalm is
prepared to precipitate a civil war in
Italy; here, too, he must know, the
bloc of capitalist powers is making
a stake and will riot give up without
a fight.

So that we come to Hungary,
where there has taken place the most
sensational news event of the week.
The premier, Ferenc' Nagy, of the
conservative bourgeois Small Land-
owners Party, has been forced to re-
sign as a result of Russian pressure
and he has. been replaced by a Quis-
ling from his own party who will
serve as front for the Stalinists.
This Quisling, Lajos Dinnyes, is a
minor figure from the Small Land-
owners Party who has been pushed
to the post of premier by the Rus-
sian occupation because of his will-
ingness to take orders from it.

INSIDE HUNGARY

The situation in Hungary is re-
markable from a number of points
of view. The Small Landowners
Party, to which Nagy belongs, is a
bourgeois party with a congiderable

-following among the Huﬁgq,r_iah‘

peasants, who comprise a majority
of the country’s populatwn In the
last election held in Hungary in
1946, the Small Landowners' Party
polled 57 per cent of the vote. The
Stalinists got 17 per cent and the
Social Democrats 17 per cent. This
absolute majority was given to the
Small Landowners Party not, we
think, because of any intringjc at-
traction it may have to the Hun-
garian people, but because they
sought a means of registering their
dissatisfaction with the Russian oc-
cupation. And since the Stalinists
and the Stalinized Social Democrats
were both playing ball with the Rus-
sian occupation, there was only one
party for which dissident - votes
could be cast: the Small Landpwners,

After this resounding defeat for
the Stalinists, a shaky cabinet was
then set up with Ferenc Nagy. Ieader
of the Small Landowners, as ‘pramier,
and with Stalinist and Social: Dems-
cratic representation far H!yend that
which their strength warranted. Nagy

(Continued on page 2)
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Easf Bay Machinists

iiy JACK NEAL

OAKIJAN‘D May 30—On May 21, the
workefs ‘of Marchant  and Frieden
Calcu‘latldg Machire t‘bmpames met
at thé’ Oakland "Auditorium Theater
to hear a report fiom the bukiness
agents” 'of four lodges of the Inter-
natnohal iAssociation -of ‘Machinists
on- the''state of cohtracﬁ negotlatmns
Spealoér after’ speaker déseribed how

the ™ compames had stalled negotia- .

tions and virtually broke them off
by telling the union representatives
they were going out to eat and
“would negotiate from the dmmg
room.” T

The ' afternoon work '- st'u'bphge
meeting to hear the report was ob-
viously being held as a te§t of uhion
strength and as a means of prbsmr—
ing the company to “get off the dime.”
But {lie ‘arcused union membership
voted ‘overwhelmingly to start strike
action immediately. The Oakland
Tribune, Joe Knowland’s anti-labor
sheet, lyingly headlined its after-
hHo"n edition “3500 Machinists Out on
Wildcat Strike.”

Why ‘did the companies provoke
th1s strike? The answer is not hard
to dlscover They were operating on

Wea]messes of the production
lodiges ‘'of the IAM, to which most of
the workers at Frieden and Marchant
belong. ‘The union leaders were con-
scientiously avoiding strike talk and
§trike ‘préparations. The union mem-
bership was not kept informed on the

da -to-day progresg and lack of prog- -

* ress' of negotiations, thus allowing
the ‘companies to spread all kinds of
pernicious lies and rumgrs to con-
fuse and disorient the workers. The
¢ompanies have not been struck for
someé ten to fiffteen years. Among the
iembpers, the union has a reputation

! e'ingma do- nothmg outﬁt with
high initiation:if¢es and little action.
‘SHop stewards -hardly functioned at
all The members stayed raway from
the bormg, fedious meefings by the
ﬁ‘xous:.mds That's why the companies
‘have tried topull a fast one.

. The rank and file broduction work-
ers didn’t let them get away with it.
Gnce ‘the facts were made clear to
them fhey took ml]:tant actioh. They

_Ior a stnke, knowing fhey

l'lave money saved in the 'bahk

! swollen companles They kiow un-
i‘ ; ~

employmeﬁt anﬂ layoffs are just
around the corner. They know that
Congress ‘and theé’ ‘gourts &re ]:lrovid-
ing the Bbsses‘“%vﬂh ‘some’” powerful
weapons to'’ breik the strike. ' Bt the
men are ‘ot "on the bricks ‘dild the
plants are ‘SHiit ‘down tight!"The first
week “holiday” phase of ‘thé “strike
is over and thé men realizé fioly that
it may be’a lb?:g and bitter ‘HEht.

It is impossible to decide ‘bW how
this battle ill end. Oxe fthing is
certain: if the 3,500 workers, with the
steady Help of 16,000 other Bay -Area
machinists' really ' ‘begit’ 16 throw
their weight' arotind, the: “two com-
panies ‘can jbe brought tg. their knees.

PRODUCTION CHANGEs-r !

" The " strike “iMarchant's and
Frieden’s pofnts Up/ " the ' Problems
whichtinskilled, 1ov- pald prbductlun
workers face in the ITAM: This'&dh-
servative craft union Wwill ‘e ‘60 years
old in 1948. It gained strength, high
wages and good conditions, but not
on the basis df mass militant action.
The machinists in the small shops
bargained on .the basis of their high
skill .and craftsmanship. The union
has become . ossified thése last" 60
years because most of ils members
belonged to the “aristocracy of la-
bor.”

This i§ now cha.nging Mass p?n~
duction miethods in shops like Mar-
chant and Frieden’s make sliop skills
more and more ‘superfluous. There is
little skill and a great deal of mo-
notony connectéd with such ‘Jobs ‘as
agsembly, inspection, drill Press and
punch press in these two planis. Be-
ing different from the old-line ma-
chinist in the nature of his work, the
praductwn ﬁmﬂ{er also gets the raw-
est deal as rega.rds wages

Let us See how. ‘The average ‘wage
of an IAM meinber - throughout the
country ds a dollar-fifty, according
to The Machinist, April, 1947." But
the average wage of the prodtiction
worker at Marchant and Frieden's is
much closer to $1.15. Ddes the IAM
officialdom try to close this gap be-
tween the wages of the pwductwn
worker and the craftsman? No, they
only Wwiden it. The agreement with
the California Metal Trades ‘Associa-
tmn, which covers most of the shops
in the Bay Aftea, prowdes for 'a fif-
{een-cént hourly increase for skilled
craftsmen and only thirteen cents in-

 Compiled by JACK RANGER

‘makes promises that he has ro

‘erties,”

all other things.

gener: ally.

government both exeércise power

period is quite brief.

1 D4l dnicn, one which competes with an established union which has
1 atready -organized the bulk of the workers in -a-trade or industry.

Dema»gogue, orie who tells the masses things that are ‘untrue and who

Demoeracy, refers either to a particular form of state organization—
the capitalist pdrllamentary régime;
rights arising out of the struggle of capltahsm agamst feudalism.
These rights - are of two sorts, The first group consists of those rights
which embody and enforce capitalist property re]atmns
the right to hold property in the basm means of productlon, the
right to employ wage labor; the rlght to monopohze for the sake of
private profit; the right of individuals and pr‘lvate orgamzdnons to
control the instruments of propaganda, such as preSS and teleéphone
and radio and motion pictures; the right to suppress the products of

[ deience and invention in the interest of proﬁts, ete. The second

group of democratic rights includes many of the so-called’ “civil Tib-
- such as the rights of free speech, free assembly, habeas cor-

1 '+ pus, petition, public secular education, ete.

1 Demobceratic ‘centralism, an mgamz.afmnal principle that provides for
full freedom of discussion prior to a decision by the orgamzatwn
~followed by complete  unity in action in carrying out the decision.

: Dliﬂeeﬁes. a method of logical reasoning whereby a thing is considered

i in-the light of its development or evolution, and in its relatlonshm to

Dies Committee, the Committee on Un-American Activities of the U.'S.
Congress which was headed by former Congressman Martin A. Dies.
The principal purpose of the Dies Committee and its successors is to
stir up -public suspicion against union leaders and militant workers

Dual power, the state of ailairs existing in a nation during a revolu-
tionary crisis when the old government and the new revolutionary

representing different classes and aims. By its very nature, such™a
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intention of fulfilling,

or to certain “democratic”

‘such as

in the same area, each government

IIETROIT Mdy 97 (UAW Release)—
"Refusal of the Briggs Manufactur-
ing Company to bargam in-good faith
w:t’h the UAW- CIO threatens 'to
cause a strike in the company’s
plants ‘on Jire 5,7 Emil Mazey, di-
rector ‘of fhe UAW-CIO Briggs de-
_p'a'r‘tment said today.

Negotlatmns between the union

‘and the company were broken off
' Tuesday morning, Mazey said.

‘wihe attitude of the Briggs man-
agenient if it remains \mchanged

< Yeéaves the Briggs workers with no
‘cHoice 'but to -strike for their own

proteciion. ‘Mazey declared. “In

that ‘event, responsibility for the ef-
fect. of the strike on automobile pro-

duction must be borne fully and ex-

.

Tt e S T

Threatens Stri

clusively by the Briggs management.

“Negotiations sifice May 1 have
failed to mo‘ve the Brlggs manage-
gonable Position of deémariding con-
tract ‘changes that are ' designed to
and would result in, the déstruction
of the Unién &nd the forfeiting by
Briggs workérs: of their collective
bargaining ' rights. With complete
disregard for tHe welfare of its work-
ers, the comimunity and the mation,
the Briggs managenient is detérmined
to make a desperate attempt to
break the union of its employees. The
attempt will be ‘Unsiiceesstul, ‘but if
the comipany persists in its plan, t‘he

‘effort will be "a-costly oné:"

“Most .of the comra_ct changes de-

i
-

crease for production workers. Once
this pattern is set, this will be the
déd] Marehant and Frieder’s will get
when the strike i§ Won. No wonder
Mél Thompson, business agent' fn‘r
Oakland Production Workers, Lodge
1588, repnr\‘.ed that” he" had Dbitterly
ateused 'the businéss agents’ of' ‘sther
Yodges of “having $old thé production
workers'"down the river” in their
CMTA ag‘reement

The production worker knows that
he and his family have to eat and
live just like the skilled craftsman,
that he facks ‘the high cost of living
48 does the 'skilled craftéman, ‘that
He is as Vitdl to the' production of
the company’s produet ‘as’is the
skilled ‘craftsman. Growing wage dif-
ferentials between the minority of
gKilled workef's and the majority of
production’'Wworkers sets these Wwork-
el's one against the other and weak-
‘éns the union. The production work-
er, knowing he has been discrimi-
nated against, loses interest in the
union entirely. The only people who
gain from such a shady deal are the
bosses, who fatten themselves on the
union’s weaknesses.

IJAM NATIONAL POLICY

! This old ecraft-line double-dealing
is very apparent in the national pol-
icies of the IAM. The membership
is now being polled in a referendum
bs to whether the IAM should re-
join the American Federation of La-
bor. ‘Now: the AFL is hardly the ideal
labor organization, but there is ob-
viously a good deal to be gained by
uniting with a labor movement of
seven and a half million workers,
particularly now when the labor-
hateirs’ and strike-breakers are gang-
ing Up on 'us. But the top TAM pie-
‘cards, Predident Brown  ineludéd,
seem to be agmnst it., Simply because
‘the TAM has a 30-yedr-old jurisdic-
tmnal beef ‘with the Carpenters Union
‘and the Structural ‘Engineers. Does
it make any ‘differerice to'the rank
and file IAM member whether the
few thousand workers involved “be-
long” to the IAM or the Carpenters
Union? No difference at ‘all! But this
is what the bureaucratic tops of the
IAM are fooling around with all the
time.

From the viewpoint of Iabor's rn»
tervention in polities, the IAM is
among the most backwird unions in
the United Stites. The weekly paper,
The Machinist, devotés thrée-quar-
ters of its space to the government’s
anti-laboy" dive. But its proposals 1o
combat union-busting are limited fo

On t

_ The, International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union is holding its
annual convention on June 16 in
Cleveland, Ohio. As at so many of its
recent conventions, the lead(ﬂsh:p
of the union will record the state of
the union, the progress it has made
since the days of struggle so many

g e 3
British .Group
Urges Amnesty
Upon Truman

Disappointment over the “contin-
ued victimization of thousands of
American citizéns” who have been
sentenced as Selective Service vio-
lators was voiced in a letter ad-
dressed to Pre51dent Truman by Her-
bert Read, noted English poet ‘and
chairman of the Freedom Defense
Committee, B11t13}1 ccunterpart of
the American Committee for Amnes-
ty.

“We learn that not only are 10[}0
of these frien 'still in prison,” wrote
Rekd; “but thousands move are se-
verely handicapped in seelking to earn
a Tivelihood by their being deprived
of certdin elementary civil rights.

“We in this country have carefully
watched the trend of events in the
United Sfates and have ventured to
hope that at this juncture, long after
the war has finished, a general am-
nesty ‘would be granted .. We re-
spectfully tender the opmlon fhat
not only is a general amnmesty the
only practical solution—it would also
be acclaimed as a statesmanlike ac-
tion.”

manded by the company represent
drastic ‘departimres from the general
pattern ‘of collective  bargaining re-
lationships in the ‘automobile indus-
try and from long esfablished prac-
ticés-in {he Briggs plants. They are
‘chahges that “would make it ‘impos-
-gible for the union to exist and carry
out its collective bargaining functions
afid responsibilities.

“Following are some ‘of the changes

‘demandéd’ by the company:
'-"Ellmmatlon of time and 'a half

for Saturday work and double time
for Sunday, which has been in ef-
fect in Bnggs plants for ten years

_‘“Replacement 'of co“lleetwe bar-
gammg at the first stage: of the griev-
ance procedure by mdwidual bar-

current

two words: “Write letters.” The rank
and file members instinctively feel
thdt * fettér-Writing to “goverhment
strilkié-breaker's and scab-herders is
a wastk of tiine, In this they ‘are far
smartét than all the bukeatierats,
from" Ha,nresr Brown to Mel  Thomp-
sori. The niembers would go for some
diréct ' action’ like the Oakiand gen-
eral ‘strike, ‘or political action such
as‘labor candidates in the city) state
and ‘Hational ‘elections. The TAM offi-
cialdom is incapable of providing
leadership of this kind. They are
busy hunting® réd 'bogeymen = Hta-
linists or good Political or militant
hmomsts—-to éxpel “them from ‘fHe
iinion and deprive them of thei:“jﬁbs
in case they work in‘a closed shop.”
" The political backwardness and
vicious red-baiting policies of the
IAM allowed the union to give ‘only
half-hearted and passive supbort to
the recent municipal election. Had
this been the policy of the other un-
jons in the East Bay area, Know-
land’s finks in the City Council
would have easily been re-elected
and the picket lines in front of Mar-
chant ‘might have been facing an army
of four huridred cops as did the
clerks at Kahn's and Hastings' last
year. ' o
The power upon which the bu-
reaucracy rests is beginning to fall
_away. More and more production
workers are going o be coming into
the IAM as skilled machine shop
work is cut down all over the coun-
try. These production workers worlk
‘differently and think differently than
did Harvey Brown and his fossilized
bureaucratic cligue. i
The production workers at Mar-
chant and Frieden’'s must push this
strike until they win a clear-cut vic-
tory. They will realize that there is
a great deal involved besides the
strike. They have to ask for a flat
fiftéen cents across - the - board in-
crease for all of the workers ‘and
without any strings attached. They
have to put pressure on the old-line
craft 1ddges in the Bay area to break
down the discrimination agamst pro-
duction workers. They- have fo.give
full’ support o building ]glbors per-
manent political organization in Oak-
land in order to clean out the labor-
haters and union<busters in Sacra-
mento and Washington. They have to
organize a brodd progressive group
to' révitalize the' 'IAM ahd build a
union which ‘évery member would
have confidence’in and be proud of.
This is the oppdftunity oﬁ’ered by
the str:ke and” é' étnke ‘victory.

e ILGWU and

years ago, and the c¢ondition of the

many enterprlses in which the uhion -

engages in the -field of education,
welfare and culture. They will point
with pride to the efficiency of a finely
organized union which has succeeded
in getting reasonable gains for its
workers without the necessity of en-
&aging in long drawn-out strikes.
But as usual, there will come the
warning that the union must be vigi-
lant to preserve these gains against

the possibility that some forces ‘or-

other may destroy what has been
built so laboeriously.

Somewhere along the line, the ‘con-
vention will receive a veport or'hear
some comments in the course of an
addréss—most likely by Dave Du-
binsky himself—that “the political
situation in the country comtains
some grave dangers for unionism.
He will, like his fellow officials of the
AFL, point to Washington and de-
seribe ‘the perfidy of Congress which
has passed the Taft-Hartley anti-
labor 'bill. The speech will ‘call upon
Truméan to veto the bill, if he has

not already dore so, and cry out for .

nation-wide protest telegrams and
letters to be sént to congressmen.
“The ILG convention will no doubt
reftect the opinions of those AFL
leaders who feel betrayed by the Re-
publican Party which so many of
them supported.

NO POLITICAL ACTION

Dubinsky and others will no doubt
point with pride to their “independ-
ent” political policies. It is quite pos-
sible that Dubinsky and his aides
may, at ohe point or andther in their
remarks, threaten the two parties of

ke at Briggs Detroit,

‘gaining between the workers and
the foreman, whwh has never been
the practice in Brlggs plants since
the union was organized.

“Abolition of maintenance of mem-
bership provisions which have been
in effect five years.

“Reduction of the number of com-
mitteemen, which would result in
inadequate répresentation - of the
workers in collective bargammg Te-
lationships.

"Limltmg fhe functions of com-
mittesmen.

“The company also refuses ‘tofix

‘a retroactive date for the payment

of wage mcreases dnd other ‘economic
coricessions that are agreed to in-the

negotlatmns A tentative
s - .

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

BIG BUSINESS FARMERS

I seée where the National Council of Farmers has
told the House agricultural committee that farmers
should help themselves before calling on the gﬁvern-
meént for pricé supports andcurbs. It seems t6 me that
‘the farmers For the past five years have been helping
themsélves—to eveiythmg in sight. I speak only of the
bzg farmers; ‘of course.

“There useéd to be & time when the nation’s faim
population lived 'on réldtively small one- family farms,
angd for the most 'part made a bare living: They were
royally moked by the ‘railroads, the grain elevators,
the: fertlhzer sellers, the farm machmely manufactur-
ers, and the politicians.

They are still taking a rooking from Big Business—
but many farms are today themselves Big Business.
From time to time this column has published statistics
dﬂ-_the growth in the size of farms, the decline in the
nlifnber of farms and the farming population, the 'in-
cféase in“the farm holdings of the banks and insutance
éonipanies. The humber of wesalthy businessmen in the
cities who toddy own farms is very large. The trend
t_owarld the piirchase of farms by businessmen began
i the ‘depression '1930’s, when' Roger Babson and other
Brg Business “thinkers” urged such a step as a refuge
from’ the comirg revélut:an

The newer fear of atomic warfare and of a coming
depression 'kas speeded the #rend. For instance, almost
all the farms surrounding Chicago are new in the hands
of ‘business and professional ifién from the city. The bid-
diig for farms has been so spitited that the real farmers
corh’plmil fhat'fand pFices Have ‘been driven too high: It
is probable that the same trend exists outside other large
cities.

Together with this 31t:uati0n is the trend to larger
and larger “factory farms,” 'owrled and ‘operated by Big
~Buginess; It is these farms that produce the major
portion of food for the market.

The Census Bureau recently announced that the
value of farms jumped more than a third from 1940 to
1945, 1o a total of $46 billions. The value of farm out-
put far more than doubled in this period, from $7.8
billion to $18.1 billion. “Parm population decreased
v.harp_l_y stated the 'bureau, the 1945 count being
23,558,488 farm dwellers. The average farm in 1945
was 194.8 acres, compared with 174 acres five years
earlier, The number of farms declined from 6,096,799
to 5,859,169. The number of tenant farmers dipped frum

361,271 to 1,858,421. The number of family workers
and hired hands declined more than 1,000,000, to a total
of 8,373,239.

Farm efﬁc;ency has Jumped more than 50 per cent
in the last 20 years. Compared with the era just after
the ‘First World War, a farmer now gets half again
as much corn for one hour of work. He gets two and a

half times as much wheat. He gets a third more milk..

While the ‘poorer farms—and they still are in the ra-
[ortly—remnln poor, Ihe I:ug wealthy farms have mdde
a killing in recent yeurs. Food pricés have soared 145
per cent sinée mid-1939, almost double the percentage
advance in prices of manufactured products. A lot of
the increase has come since the end of the war. Food is
now half-again as expensive as it was in the spring of
19456, In the first four months of this year, farmers re-
geived a $7.5 blilicn return from farm products and
gqver_t_lmeaf paynients, “up‘ 22 per cent from the same
period last year, according fo the Bureau of Agricultural
Economics. The increase came primarily from increased

prices, as government payments were only 40 per cent '

Real Political Lal

capitalism  with an *independent

a solid and long-lasting basis.

By JACK RANGER

as great as in 1946, Cash receipts from livestock and

products in lhe first four months are expécted to total
around $5 hillwn. or 40 per cent above 1946, Prices for
meat animals are averaging about 55 per cent, and ¢ash
receipts 50 per cent greater than last year. Prlces of
dairy products are about ‘one-third: higher.

The index of prices received by farmers reathéd an
all-time high of '280 ‘by mid-March, while the index rof
prices paid by farmers also 1eached an All-time ’hlg'h
of 229 at the same time. The Department of Agtidultiure
expects that prices of farm products will remdin rela-
tively high for the fest of the year, “due to the strenigth
of basic gourtes of demand’—that is, to government
buying for foreign relief.

The Wall ‘Street Journal reports tha-t its survey of
the nine major agriculture areas indicates that the
well-off farmers are on a “buying binge,” while eity
workers ‘everywheré are- having ‘to pull in their belts.
The durable ‘consumers’ 'goods that city workers: cannot
afford to buy—the home freezers, refrigerators, wash-
ing machmes, ‘console . radio-phonographs, ailp'lanes,
automobilés—are the items' most sought by ‘farmers.

In 1939, the 30.6 wmiillion people living' on U. S.
farms recewed ‘cash ificonie of $8.684 billion——or 12.3
per cént’ of natlbna] intome. By 1946, farm income had
climbed to $24.744 billién—or 15 per cent of the national
figure. This percentage gain, obsérved the Wall Street
Journal, was all the more remarkable because total
farm population fell 5,000,000 between 1939 and 1946
while national population was increasing.

Affluent farmers have got.out from under the old
mortgages. In Wlsconsm, mortgages have been whittled
down between six per cent and seven per eent for each
of the past few years. The total farm mortgage debt
in that state has been reduced from $346 million in
1941 to a 1946 figure of $258 million—the lowest in
30 years.

From the viewpoint of cash icrm receipts, the richest
farmers, ‘as ‘might be upecied dre those runhing the
factory farins in Cadlifornia. California “farmers ac-
counted for eight per cent of the total natlonal cash ‘farm
receipts. Other prosperous farm states are lowa, 7.4
per cent of the total cash income; Texas, 5.8 per cent;
lllinsis, 5.8 per ‘cen¥; Minnesota, 4.2 per cent, o¥e. Ten
stotes shared 48.B per cent 'of ¥he natiohal farm chsh
income, which gives you an idea of how ceoncentrated is
farm prosperity.

L ]
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The top layer of U. S. farmers is rolling in dough

today.. Like the ardent capitalists they are, they are
charging all that the traffic will bear. Furthermore,
their short-term  future appears bright. Wall Street,
motivated by its aim to buy off the revolution in Euro‘pe
and Asia, is going to contintie to ship huge guantities
of food abroad. These heavy government food purchases
constitute an assured. market for the farmer.

But the day of reckoning will be an awfal one, Tt
will come when government food purchases stop. The
domestic market will be glutted with all sorts of grams,
meats, vegetables, dairy products, which, at govein-
ment-inflated prices eannot be absorbed by the masses
in the ‘cities, When those days come, you will see the
political ties between the workers and the majority of
the farmers—progressively loosened with the coming
of the war and the decline of the Farmer-Labor move-
ment—tightened again. On the other hand, the big
farmers will more and more become the political appen-

dage of Wall Street, -and will be used to advance many

Big Business proposals against the people.

or Action

stand in the way of such an intelli-

party, ‘a third party, or even a “la-
bor party.” All of this will be a sign
of the times, but we: can ‘'say with
certainty that the union will not, at
this' convention at any: rate, adopt
anything like a  serious action to-
ward such a step.

The political progressiveness of
the ILGWU stands out only in com-
parison to other unions, particularly
the old-line eraft unions of the AFL.
"The TLGWTU has not, with the excep-
tion of its ‘eailier efforts to build the
Amierican Labotr Party in New York,
gubseguently taken over by the Com-
munist Parfy and turned into a
Stalinist auxil:ary, donie’ ‘anything
to ‘concretize any of the progressive,
“indepéndent labor political action
resoltitions” which it has repeatedly
adopted.

Yet, this powérful ufiton, composed
of tens of thousands of experienced
and progressive members could have
and can still play a mighty role in
hastenmg the movement for a labor
party in this country. 1t would not
be wrong to say that the officialdom
of the ILGWU, especially the offi-
cialdom of its powerful Local 22, is
fully cognizant of the meaning of
_genuine | mdependent labor political
action. Many of them with political
experience of long standing know
fully what should be done. If the
ILGWU used its tremendous resour-
ces and high Standing in the labor
movément; ‘given "the present mass
politieal dlssatlsfactlon of millions
of unionists, for a campaign of ‘edu-
cation, agitation and organization of
a labor party, such -a party of the
people could be easily organized on

‘The union doés not have a solidly
organized progressive force to coun-

ter-balance a radical political pro--

gram to the present ,course of the
officialdom which ean best be sum-
med up as a do-nothing p‘olit’icai
policy, unless support of one or an-
other of the capita!ifst politicians of
either party is called a labor pohtl-
cal policy.

A right-about face in this field of
union activity, made more and more
necessary by the current politieal
situation, is an obligation for the
ILGWU. One of the obstacles that

gent program is the long list of
“wised-up pohtlca]s” who play such
a dominant role in the union. But 4
mighty upsurge in the ranks ‘¢ould
make these leaders quit talking so
much #bout indepéndent political ac-
tion and begin to do something other
than sit around banquet tables with
the “radical” capitalist po]lt]cmns,
or yell “amen” every time John L.
Lewis and William Green protest
that they and the AFL have been
robbed by such sterling pro-labor
politictans as ‘Senator Taft and Rep-
resentative Hartley.

Hungary Coup --

(Continued from page 1)
tried to resist, to som'e extent, the

gradual domination of Hungary -by
the Russians, but in mdny respects he

played along with them. The Stdlinists -

gained cohtrol of the Ministry of the
Interior, which meant control of the
pollce. They staged a series of "pur-
ges" in which they eliminated enemies

of their rule. All the while the might -

of the Russian army was beNind Yhem.
Finally ‘with the aid ‘of ‘the Socjal
Democrats (the cowardly role of the
‘Social Deimocrats in the Stalinist oc-
cupied couniries we shall comment on
some other time) they squeezed out
Nagy and installed their puppet.
Presumably the new cabingt is to
exist only until a new eléction. Such
an election would, all reports indi-

Evansville Plants

agreement has been reached on gen-
eral wage increases, vacation pay
provisions and pay for holidays. The
company's refusal to fix a retroac-
tive date means that Briggs workers
stand to lose not only back pay while
the company stalls negotiations, but
they will not "be paid for the Memo-
rial Day holidays, as will their fel-
low, workeérs in other -auto plants.

. “The ‘company has further insisted
on freezing wages for a period of one
wedr, including the freezing of ex-
idting - wage classifications. During
the ten years of contractual relation-
§hips ‘between the union and the
¢ompany, ‘we have always had an
open-end wage:agreement that could
be openéd at any time.

“The company has also refused to
work out contract provisions cover-
ing salaried engineering workers.

“The union will take strike votes in
Briggs plants in Detrmt and Evans-
ville, Ind., next week. Strike notices
were filed under provisions of the
Smith-Connally Act.

“The contract between the union
and the company expired May 15 and
has been extended since thén 6n a
week-to-week basis. The union has
informed the company that it will
not agree to an extension of the pres-
ent contract beyond May 29.”

A strike in the Briggs plant 'will
invelve 19,000 workers in eight De-
troit blants and 1,000 in the Evans-
ville plant.

élaiie, tand to be like the recent elée-
tion in Poland: a set-up for the
Stalinists. The technique of break-
ing 4p and destroymg all opposition
groups is the same in all eountries
which the Stalinists oceupy.

Withotit question this is a victory
for the Riissiahs in. the tug ‘of war
now being waged in Europe. Though
Hungary Was within their spheére ‘of
control, the elections in that country
proved a severe moral blow to the
Russian claims to popular Suppotrt.
Now they will stage another eléc-
tion . . . more carefully.

At the moment there is nothing
the Anglo-Ameriéan bloc c¥n do.
Perhaps a protest note; but that is
all. As the New York Tlmes dorte-
spohdent, Bertram Halen, Yeports
from Washlngton, one result will be
that the U. 8. government Will now
“pay more attention” to (that i is, try
to exert more control over) events in
France and Italy.

Th these ‘events we see still dinother
purf of the general tendency for all
small, ‘or ‘secohd-rate nations in Eu-
rope Yo be swdlloWed up by ¥he ma-
jor imperialist powers. Either ‘Gpenly
through outright force—as Russia
does. Or ‘more subtiely, ihrmigh findit-
‘clal ‘pressure—as Hie ‘Angle-Afierican
blgc. In either case and to varylng
dégrees, the savsrelgnfy of every
European ‘people is being- destroyed,

It is for this reason ‘that in the
hands of the revolutionar Y. socialists
in Euro‘pc today, the pirogram and
slogan ‘of “national hberation with-
‘draw 'the troops of all the. occui)ymg
powers; full self-determmat:on for
all peoples” is so' ptmerful Tt is the

road to mass struggle: ‘to ‘driving

out the 1mpe1:ahst occupation.- and
‘therdby -to déstroying thelr native
dgerlts and the capitalist structure,

i
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Some would say that the following

- tale, reported at some length in Life,

could have happened only in French
Canada, but such a comment would
only reveal an awarenéss of the es-
sentially reactionary nature of Cath-
olic - dominated Quebéc. Actually,
however, the story of industrial ser-
vitude which we recount has been
cuplicated in other parts of the in-
dustrial world of capitalism where
there is a pwﬁt to be made from the
]abers of the workers,

Ludger Dionne (no relation. to the
prnduchve Dinnne}. a French-Cana-
ﬂ‘len rayon spmning manul’actarer
teok himself a trlp to Germany this
spring to find some cheap labor for
Lis mill, whose labur force had de-
elined sharply now that the farm
Elrls he exploited during the fall and
wiqter months had “take(n) off to the
woods,” as he said. So this indus-
trialist, with an “abiding belief in
old fashmned virtues” (Lil‘e) decid-
ed to beeome “the savior of the
wnrking glrl " The UNNRA officials
10 whom he went to ask for 100 girls
veadily consented, being  over-
whelmeﬂ with the problem of dis-
placed persons,

The qualifications of the girls de-
nanded by M. Dionne were that they
be of good health, good Catholics
and of high virtue. This throw-back
to feudalistic industrialism carefully
checked on the girls whom he found
1o be “relatively healthy and im-
pressively Catholic” ’

iginall to choose
0:_' ginall y he was geing o choose privoners;

Ukrainian girls for his soul-saving
€, but !we Catholic ‘hrlests
red him té6 a Polish camp and
th re he had h.ls choice among 12000
camp inhabltants The industrialist
arré{nged for théir trip to Canada by
plane to inerease 'hls labor t’orce to
fiye h;mdred—stlll three hundred
'sfhnrt of his goal, But he is now plan-
ning to brmg wer another hundred
girls. “I hate to see machines idle,”
declaims Dionne.

Because of the backgrounds he de-
manded of the girls, it was rumored
that mdustnallst Dionne demanded
that all the girls be virgins. This, of
coyrse, he denied. Someone must
have tipped him of'f to the meaning

of the “ravages of  war,” and then
again, you know, ’{hese days, it is
hard to tell. Even doctors say you
t:ant always be sure. No, all he
wanted was ‘good. girls, and he leamed
that the girls of his choice went to
mass every morning.

In Old-Fashioned
Vnrfue’ ' and Slavery

‘Belief

To show that he waiits to be decent
about it all, the paternahstic indus-
trialist is paymg the glr!s 21 cents
an hour for a 48 hour week! What
is more, he even gave them a cen-
tract for two years The 48-hour Week
will cailise no great hardshlp because
Dionne had alrea.dy ascertamed the
(girls’ interests by asking all of therh‘
“You don't like to run around nights,
do you?”

Just in case anyone thinks this a
piece of chicanery and is revolted
thereby, rest assured that the girls
dré really well provided for. Of
course, they must pay back their
passage money. After all, it wasn't
their money! Of their $10 a week,
they are going to pay only $6 for
room and board. Since the legal min-
imum wage in Canada is 20 eents an
hour, the one cent difference is go-
ing to be banked for them so that
when they leave his employ after
two years, they will have a little nest-
egg to go, on. You can figure it out:
one cent an hour over the legal mini-
mum, 48 cents a week, 52 weeks a
year, two years, why that's

M. Dlonne, who was “amazetl to
see the gocdness of these g:rls.” is
taking no chanees. however which
is right and preper given. these ber-
ilous times. The girls will be taken
charge of by the nuns of the Order
of the Good Shephierd, for whom
Dionne built a $250,000 annex to the
stone eonveht near his mill, But it
is a lie that the gir!s will be virtual
Dionhe himself told the
girls, who are permltted out at night
“You can see your qweethenrts 1
is.only for their own prntechen that
they must see their sweethearts enly
“in the convent parlor, and at 10.30
(they) will have to go.”

Whatever one says about this, it
must be admitted that the magnani-
mous industrialist has helped {o
solve Canada’s ]abor shortage and it
is pure cussedness for one parlia-
mentary member to have charged
Dionne with, dealing in “a fire sale
of human misery.” After all, he did
get the girls out of Europe, and if
he is only paying 21 cents an hour
for 48 hours a week, remember,
money isn't everything. The girls
will be aided in fighting the gross
materialism of modern life, through
the spiritual help of the Order of the
Good Shepherd. And the comforts of
religion are, as everyone knows,
guite priceless!

These Are the Facits
On "Deluxe” Relief

’By HY PHILLIPS

NEW YORK—The -new low in jour-

allsm reached by the New Ymk
Clty newspapers in recent weeks;
which have devoted reams of news-
print to lurid accounts of exfrava-
gange in relief spending, has focused
attention on the growing relief prob-
lem here.

_Governor Dewey, aspiring candi-
date for the presidenicy, has seized
upon the excuse of “luxury” relief to
grder an investigation of the Wel-
fare Department. He hopes to ex-
pose the city’s admlmstratmn of re-
hef by riding the victims of inse-
eurlty and avarice, the jobless, the
aged, the _halt and the blind; in a
word, the peeple who can’'t answer
back, the people who have been used
out by the capitalists and cast aside
to live on the pittance of a relief
handont These are the people Dewey
will expose to pave his way into the
Whlte House. The facts cuf the situa-
tion will show that far from living
in luxury, the overwhelming major-
ity of the peup]e on relief are hvmg
from hand to mouth.

‘RISING CASELOADS

The Welfare Department of New-
York City finds itself faced with a

) nsmg caseload as unemployed and

veterans exhaust their unemplby-
ment insurance benefits and GI al-
lotments Young veterans are taking
1he place in industry of older worlk-
ers and women with families. These
pre flocking to the welfare centers
for assistance in' ever -increasing
pumbers. Since V-J Day, the number
1 f cases has risen from 93, 000 to 126,-
000, so that there are approximately
233000 individuals on the relief rolls
in all categones—aged mothers with
‘dependent children, and those on
home ' relief. Here we have a good
index of the growth of unemploy-
ment m the city and the inability
of many low-paid workers to meeét
their living expenses in the face of
rising prices, especially of food.

The Welfare Council of New York
recently declared that the foml bud-
get of the Welfare Department is at
lea.s; 12 per cent ‘under the mmlmum
reqmrements, and this is a eonserva-
tive estimate, This is for food - ‘alone.
Taking all ott;er 1tems into acemmt,
the Council considers that the aver-
‘age relief budget is 20 per cent un-
der _the MINIMUM required for
hpa,lth and deceney. This, in spite of

the fact that an over-all hudgetary.

increase of 20 per cent was granted
by the depariment at.the beginning
of this year. During the past years,
while the .cost of living ‘was rising,
.the budget constantly fell behind and
only when it becanre clear ‘that the

_day for food for the adults.
- small children receive 30 to 40 cents
per day for food, depending upon

greatest hardship 'was being inflictéd
did an increase come through.

A glance at any typical case on
the relief rolls will speak more elo-
quently than a hundred statistics.
Mr. -and Mrs. Jones on home relief,
live with their two children in a
three or four-room apartment of a
dilapidated house in the slums. The
halls of the house are dirty and un-
lighted. The rooms are poorly - ven-
tilated. It is a cold-water flat and
heat is' supplied by a stove and an
oil burher, The rooms need paint-
ing. Violations ‘are covered up. All
sorts of repairs are needed. The lack
of decent furniture is all too evi-
dent. The “scientifically” worked out
budget allows from 50 to 65 cents a
The

age. Is it any wonder that the chll-
dren are so susceptible to disease

and malnutrition in this household?

Is it any wonder that they have been
using ‘their allowances for clothing
and incidentals fo supplement their
need for food? There are no allow-
ances for. recreation for this family.
They can't afford to go to the movies,

. buy radios or make trips to the beach.

They are supposed to vegetate "into
self:sufficiency, and are not to be
treated "as normals until they do. The-
truth is that the budget is -grossly
inadequate. Even the private agen-
cies.in the city have a minimum bud-
get for a relief remp:ent whlch is
considerably above that of the Wel-
fare Department. The city has never
‘maintained its relief cases on any-
thing more than a starvatipn level

PURPOSE OF ATTACK

The newspaper attacks go far be-
yond ‘the housing of 37 families in
hotels. They represent an attempt to
discredit relief for the jobless and
indigent in order to reduce the bud-
get still further. They are ‘also out
to smash the union in the department
by red-baiting tactics. The city ad-
ministration now finds itself on the

defensive 'and publicizes some of the -

“facts about the low standards of re-
lief as though it was none  of their
making; as though the budget direc-
tor and the Board of Estimate were
not a part of the administration nor
responsible to it; as though the bud-
get director had not pared the latest
budget estimate submitted by the
department to a figure considerably
below actuial needs.

Actually, the Mayor and his ad-
ministration hold the whip and wield
it like the harsh “overseers of the
poor" of blden days. It is the same
administration that has saddled the

(Continued on page 5)
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Michi
Test

By BEN RALL

HEN the convention of the

Michigan CIO Council is called
tp order on June 14 the preliminary
sklrmlsh will hegin in the battle be-
tween the Addes Thomas-CP bloe
and the Reuther caucus for control
of the coming international conven-
tion of the United Auto Workers
Union. The strength of the two fac-
tions will be tested, especially among
the delegates from UAW locals who
‘make up ‘a large part of this state
convention, and the grounds on
which each intends to make its stand
will be charted in general outline.
If this convention is to signal a step
forward for the labor movement its
proceedings must be attuned to thrée
facts:

Heéad Respective
UAW Caucuses

GEORGE ADDES

One: A full scale ecohomic-po-
litical offensive by the employers
has been launched against the Ja-
bor mevement,

Two: The CIO workers in this
area have shown themselves fully
ready fo fight back 'by the hun-
dreds of thousands.

Three: The leadership of the CIO
in general and of the UAW in por-
ticular has no program, no policy,
no platform which can offer guid-
ance to their members in such a
fight.

Tiwice within a year, the workers
of Detroit have poured out into the
streets by the tens of thousands in
massive demonstrations. In July,
1946, they demonstrated in vain for
the retention of price control. In
April of this vear, they stopped
work to march to Cadillac Square in
protest against anti-labor legisla-
tion. And in Flint, without the moral
or material backmg of a single well-
known CIO official, UAW militants
from several locals are eampaigning
vigorously for the formation of an
Independent Labor Party.

These acts prove that the workers
are ready to intervene through their
own organizations, by their own
mass action in the broad social ques-
tions facing the country. And they
are concerned not only with the
amount of wages in their pay enve-
lope but with prices, with profits,
with pohtica! developments and with
the course of the government, Let us
emp‘has;ze this point because in at-
tempting to whitewash its' own mis-
erable role the “Wage Earner,” pub-
lished by the Association of Catholic
Trade Unl‘ul'l‘lbts has to minimize it.

The Stahmsts were victorious in
the big Rouge local 600, it informs
us, because the anti- Stalinists wast-
ed their time in a futile attempt to
explain to the workers the signifi-
cance of important national and in-
ternational events while the Stalin-
ists and thelr dides rested on ‘their
ability to setj:le little _shop. griev-
ances. Therefore, you see, the work-
ers are only concerned with petty
matters! Not one word of this is
true, The fact is that the anti-Stal-
inists in local 600 took their guid-
ance from the Wage Earner and had
neither a correct analysis of impor-
tant social issues nor an enviable

]
record on shop matters,

CRIGIN OF 'I"R'ES'ENT FIGHT

The election of Walter Reuther to
the presidency of the UAW and the
defeat of R. J. Thomas was a spec-
tacular revelation of what the UAW
members wanted. They supported
Reuther becanse he represented a
radical new social policy associated
in their minds with the program of
the GM strike of 1945+46. Yet,
though the need for a program of
militant action is as necessary as
ever and though the UAW members
have displayed their readmess to
follow such a program, as the state
CIO convention prepares to meet,
Reuther maintains a studied- silence

%eﬁ United States Doers to Displaced Personsi

on all ‘the major questions of CIO
policy and strategy. The attention
of the UAW ranks, including the
adherents of the Reuther caucus, has
been turned to organizational “sean-
dals,” to maneuvers among the lead-
ers of their union—all of which is of
third rate importance at best.

A shuffling among the top leaders
for position is allowed to replace an
open and above-board discussion of
questions of ‘policy. This allows dis-
honest demagogues to dream of
launching careers for themselves by
a crusade against “factionalism” and
disorients even good militants who
lose sight of the real issues which un-
derlie the existing factional struggle.
The anti-Reuther bloe js toying with
the idea of unveiling Addes as their
last minute candidate against Reu-
ther for president of the UAW. He
is therefore refraining from dab-
bling in the inner polities of the un-
ion for a while in the hope of jump-
ing on the “unity” ‘nandwagon All
this peanut politics is possible be-
cause no one (least of all the Addes

camp) wants the real problems to
come to the fore.

A year ago, Reuther was pro-
claiming the need for a United La-
bor Conference of the CIO, AFL
and independent unions to map out
a program of struggle. He had even
criticized Murray in a gingerly man-
ner for dumping the ﬁght for wage
increases without price. increases.
The need for joint action on a mass
scale still exists. Murray has ad-
vanced the novel idea of a two-year
no-strike pledge. Why is Reuther
silent?

The fact is that Reuther is more
concerned with building his own
fences, with strengthening his own
personal position in the UAW than
he is with fighting for such a- pro-
gram of action. Last year Phil Mur-
ray supported the anti-Reuther bloc
in the UAW. Since then, a rift has
been developing between Murray
and the CP which is one of the most
important elements in the anti-Reu-
ther camp. Reuther’s aim is to avoid
any “ill-considered” aets on his side,

withhold all eriticism of Murray,
and to sit tight while this rift wideéns
in the hope that Murray will shift
his support to Reuther or remain’
neutral. This clever plan is admir-
ably adapted to serve the narrow,
‘careerist aims of Reuther; but the
plan is successful only to the extent
that Reuther keeps quiet on every
crucial question facing the labor
movement.

But militants in the UAW, espe-

cially those who have ralled to the

Reuthér cauens in search of a new

program, cannot allow Reuther’s
personal diplomacy to guide their .
actions. The coming state convention
will offer a fresh opportumty for us.

The minimum requirement is to fight '

for the following policies: (1) For
a mass March on Washington
against the anti-labor bill; (2) For
a one day work stoppage in solidar-
ity with the marchers; (3) For the
immediate formation of an Indepen-
dent Labor Party ard an end to the
suicidal policy of supporting Demo-
crats and Republicans.

HOW THEY BUILT THE FﬁAMEW'ORK OF THE "FOUR FREEDOMS"

~

| Powers Play witl Dlsplaced Persons’ Lives

"By AL FINDLEY

A sub-committee of the House of
Representatives will begin hearings
June 4 on the Stratton bill to admit
400,000 displaced Europeans to this
country in the next four years.

The bill, introduced by Rep.. Strat-
ton -and supported by ‘the Citizens
Commiftee for. Displaced Persons,
would allow 100,000 DPs to emigrate
yearly from Germany,, Austria and
Italy, through the utilization of un-
used gquotas.

The plight of these nnfortunates
was dramalized recently by the re-
eent ew;nts ‘which forced more than
118 Jewish refugees to .spend three
da.ys and rtights ‘on a ‘bridge ‘in the
no-man's land between Hungary and
Austrna Among them were pregnant
women and ‘several children. .Three
+of the children died of hunger dur-
ing this nightmarish ‘time, according
to. the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

What, happened to this -group is
typical ‘of the fate not only'of Jew-
ish refugees but  of refugees gener-
ally in ‘Central Europe.

‘HUNGARY l'N,C!QENT i

On Tuesday, a group of 116 Jews
~who had fled from hunger conditions
in - Rumania :.into- Hungary, were
foreed by Hungarian frontier guards
to cross the. Austrian frontier at
Rohrbach. The Russian kommanda-
ture of the district ordered the: Aus-
trian guards to send_ the refugees
back. A Soviet major and a detach-
ment of soldiers escorted them across
the frontier. Trucks sent by the’ Com-
mittee for Refugee Jews ‘were con-

fiscated by the Rusmans and the
drz\_rers arrested.

When the case’ was brought by the
Austrian Ministr y of the Interior to
the attention of the Russian author-
ities in Vienna, they ordered the
trucks returned and promlse;l to ask
the Russian authorities in Budapest
to prevent further “incursions” of
refugees. However, the Russians have
insisted on’ returning t¢ Hungary
those refugees who already had ar-
rived.

Then the Hungarian fr(mtier guarﬂ,
under orders from the Stﬁlinist Se-
curity Minister of Hungary, refusei:l
to readmit the refugees. The Aus-
trian guards in their tum declined
to permit the refugees to cross t‘he
bridge. There they stayed, wlthoht
shelter, witlumt food or wa.ter for
three deys un‘tll the Austr:an guards,
finally moved by the pilght of these
pitiful refugees, housed and fed them
in the rallroad station.

They are still in the railroad sta-
tion, suffering less hardship, but
hardly enjoying the “ﬁner things.”

" IMMIGRATION PROBLEM

The situation of those in the DP
camps has been 3h0wing no improve-
ment. The camps are converted con-
centration camps and the enforced
idleness is increasingly disintegrat-
ing. They are rotting away and the
change of name from ‘“concentra-
tion” camp to “DP" camp has not
materially improved their hopes for
the future.

UNNRA has been giving ajd to
over 850,000 displaced persons, of

whom less than 250,000 are Jews.
The UNNRA will cease to exist on
June 30. Unless the substitute Inter-
national Relief Office, with its great-
1y reduced budget, begins operations
immediately, almost one million per-
sons face immediate starvation and
dep»rta‘tion to countries where their
lives are not safe. The TRO cannot
eome into 'existence without the U.
S apprqprmtmg its share, $73,000,000,
‘to the budget of this organization.

There is no basis for thinking that
the displaced persons will to any sig-
nificant extent be absorbed into the
shattered ‘economies of Germany,
Austria and Italy. The real and final
answer fo the entire problem is im-
migration.

The majority of the 250,000 Jews
‘want to go to Palestine. The Workers
Party, together with the internation-
al working class, demands the open-
mg of the doors to the Jews. How-
ever, as Americans, living in the
richest country of the world, we: put
the emphasis on the demand of
“Open the Door to the U. S.” All the
Zionist groups at first REFUSED to
raise this demand and mow a few
‘o, but still give this demand only
a ‘mild lip service. This policy is one
of ‘gambling with the lives of thou-
sands of Jews for so-called ideologi-
cal reasons, and does not help their
struggle to open the doors of Pales-
tine. ' )

The 600,000 non-Jewish refugees
want to go to North and South Amer-
ica. The Workers Party demands the
right of free immigration for all peo-
plés, to all countries, For us, the

right of free immigration everywhere
is one of the basic democratic rights,
like free speech and freedom of re-
ligion. Revolutionary somallsts have

-aIways been the mgst consistent ‘and

sinfere fighters for civil liberties and
demoératic rights.

OPEN THE DOORS!

What has the Unifed States done
up till now. President Truman has
demanded the admission of 100,000
Jews into Palestine. But they did not
get there—they are in néw concen-
tration camps in Cyprus. At the spe-
cial assembly of the UN on Pales-
tine, the American delegate did not
even mention the President’s often
repeated demand.

On December 22, 1945, Presjdent
Truman, acting within the limits of
the present restrictive immigration
laws, ordered the admission of 39,000
refugees. It took five months before
the first group arrived in May, 1946.
Last week was a full year since this
group landed and ihstead of 39,000,

_only 12,400 immigrant refugees were

admitted into the U. S. So as not to
sound like totally destructive criﬁes,
we hasteneﬂ to point out that despite
President Truman’s 1r|a.e‘_tien. he has
done far-more-than did Roosevelt on
this question.

Roosevelt operated under the same
laws, but this “great humanitarian”

did nothing. He even prevenied a

pro-Jewish resolution on Palestine
from reaching the floor of Congress.

The U. S. has trifled too long with
the lives 'arid welfare of these peo-
ple. There is no reason either in com-

mon sense or justice why the Amer-_
ican labor movement should allow

itself to be mﬂuenced by the taboos -
‘of the |mm1gratien laws.

There can be no peace in Europe
DP problem.

without solving the
There is no saving of American’man-
ey by supporting the DPs in Europe,
through UNRRA, IRO and an army
of occupation. The immigrant does
not have. to become a rival for a-job,

for an apartment, for a house, With ° ]

a proper program the U. S, can sup-
ply more than three times its pres-

ent population in comfort. The im-

migrants will add to the greatest as-
set any country has—its populatwn

its workers.

In the name of peace and reason, .
no less than in the pame of human-

ity, the time has come to.do some-
thing about it.

OPEN THE DOORS TO THE U. 8.

TINE.

COMING IN
LABOR ACTION:

An analysis of the problems -
facing the AVC as it prepares

for its 'anionol_

This will include ‘a ‘program 'fer"-'-'{'

militants in the AVC.
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IRVING HOWE HENRY JUDD

It is exactly two months since President
. Truman made his public plea to big busi-
‘ness for a voluntary cut in prices in order
to bring about a greater balance in the
L economy, forestall labor demands for wage
increases and to raise the standard of liv-
ing of the people a -few notches. Prices
were way out of line, said the President,
who never could make his mind up about
the OPA and finally, with the aid of his
“colorléss, reactionary assistants and Con-
~ gress, killed whatever was left of price
control. g

The situation got so bad this spring that
. many- thought the President would be
compelled to ‘act by proposing some new
governmental measure to control prices.
But. they didn’t know our President. No,
the President was far more clever than
' to invite the abuse of the press and the
‘opposition. of Congress. This time he
would make:a plea to the profiteers and
try to show them the error of their way
' ! —agk them to reduce prices for their own
good. He felt that his position as President
would provide sufficient persuasion and
'_pr-.oduce the necessary good will to bring
-, about ‘a voluntary and big reduction in
pmces. :
 But the President was merely exercis-
ing his vocal cords. Business didn’t take
him seriously because there was nothing
in the President’s speech that should have
. been taker seriously. Atleast; big business:

On I_.,C'ongres's and

We are once again in the midst of the
] “economy season” in Congress.” The very
same. legislators who didn’t hesitate a mo-
ment -to pass bills granting astronomical
sums for war purposes suddenly become
conscious of the “taxpayers” and start
cutting items from the mnational budget.
. Usually these items are those which have
some social usefulness, such as reforesta-
tion and child lunch programs; on such
_ matters the “economy-minded Congress-
men” (as the capitalist press admiringly
calls them), are regular heroes. But they
habitually and without a word of dissent
pass legislation which provides for the ex-
penditure of millions of dollars for the
. -further discovery of - increasingly terrible
ways of waging war. "
. We recall, however, that in a httle-pub-
- licized incident of some months back. Con-
gress rejected a bill to creabe ‘a national
_research institute to find ways of curing
cancer. This disease, as everyone knows,
is the second most deadly afflicting man;
it is feared by millions and it is a terrible
. affliction of millions. Official estimates are
that one out of every eight persons will
get cancer: That means that of the total
population of the United States, some 17,-
000,000 people will one day have and per-
haps die frem cancer.
Surely, __th_en, this is a disease which re-
quires the most heroic measures of re-
search and medical activity; surely this
is a real enemy of mankind requiring a
total effort to stamp out.
Yet 'Congress refused to pass a bill
which would ‘have coordinated national
efforts agamst cancer into one large or- -
ganized research project The grounds?
“Econqmy :
But’ Walt a moment Wasn't the prOposal
to begin this nation-wide movement against
- cancer similar in kind to the plan.once
. worked' qut during the recent imperialist
~ war to perfect the atomic bomb? The same
nation-wide coordination; the. same gov-
ernment financing; the same mobilization
of the top talent of the nation’s scientists.
But Wwith one big difference.
 The atomic bomb was a terrible weapon
~ which killed thousands of innocent help-
" less victims at one blow. The atomic bomb
is a ‘weapon which can be used to destroy
civilization. .

" Where Is the Price Drop"

understood that.

In these past two months nothing has
faken place to bear out the President’s
good temper on the prlce -question. Aside
from a few' demonstrative flourishes on
the part of some local storekeepers and a
great deal of fakery, prices have held the'
line. No reduction in real prices has taken
place. On the contrary, there has even
been a slight increase in commodities

other than farm and food. A slight drop.

in food prices has taken place, but it is
apparently more seasonal than anything
else —it is not reflected in restaurant
prices, or in the prices of most staple
foods. ‘

In business circles a great deal of back- -

passing takes place: manufacturers blame
wholesalers and retailers for price levels;
retailers blame the wholesalers; the whole-
salers blame the" manufacturers — and
they are all right, for each category is
soaking the people for all they can get.
Behind them stands the leering Con-,
gressman who helped secure the profits of
big business and their smaller hangers-on
by ending price control and making it
clear to the profiteers that as far as they
are concerned the sky is the limit on prices.
The job the people have is'to heave that

- whole gang of big business Senators and

Representatives out of Congress by begin-
ning now to build a party of labor to rep-
resent! the interests of all the people.

E;_donbmy

While cancer research is a project
which may help millions of people to

ing.

The difference is clear, isn't it? Con-
gress voted funds for the atom bomb
without a murmur. In fact, with cheers.

But in the name of “economy” it killed:
the plan for cancer research. The mur-
derous atomic bomb was necessary, we
were told, for “national defense.” Cancer
research is presumab]y not necessary for

“national defense.”

There you have it. Under capitalist se-
ciety, the production.of atomic bombs is
“national defense.” Cancer research is not
“national defense.” These are the stand-
ards and values of capitalist society and
its politicians. Let everyone examine them
and learn from them. '
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British Labor Party Conference
The conference of the British Labor Party which

has taken place at Margate, England, has ended with '

a victory for the old line leadership of Bevin and Attlee.
Before the conferenee opened there was a good deal
of talk about a rebellious group, a so-called “left wing,”
which was to attack Bevin’s imperialist foreign poliey;
but at the conference itself this group was roundly
trounced, despite a few pyrrhic victories on minor
issues. Since the only reports of the conference thus
far available are those in the daily press, we shall here
confine ourselves to a few comments in the hope of re-
ceiving a more detailed report later.

* There was a fairly large dissident group at the con-
ference. Under a progressive socialist leadership, this
group might have played an extremely significant role.
For there seems little doubt that a certain amount of
discontent with the policies of the Labor Party govern-
ment has developed inside the ranks of the Labor Party
and that this discontent expressed itself through the
“rebel” group at the conference. But the highly unfor-
tunate fact is that the “rebel” group was largely under
Stalinist control or influence; Bevin’s deseription of it
as “crypto-Communist” (that is, secretly under the
influence of the CP) must be acknowledged as accurate.
This group, led by such MPs as Driberg and Zilliacus,
has made as its central plank a proposal for a pro-
Russian foreign policy. It has had no essentially social-
ist eriticisms to make of the Attlee government. Despite
its ability to attract some support from Labor Party
members who confuse socialist militancy with pro-Stal-
inist Russian foreign policy, the “rebel” group has been
doomed to defeat. Bevin’s attacks on it at the confer-
ence were powerful and well-aimed; the “rebel” group’s
alliance with pro-Stalinism allowed him to slough off
his own criminally imperialist policy in Greece, Pales-
tine and Indonesia.

"REBELS” UNDER STALINIST LEADERSHIP

It is therefore a tragic fact that it was precisely
the existence of this “rebel” group, tainted as it was
with the colors of Stalinist appeasement, which faecili-
tated the victory of Bevin and Attlee. For the genuine
socialist eriticism which might have been made of Bevin
-and ‘Attlee was lost in the shuffle when the problem was
posed as pro-Russian or pro-British foreign policy.
- Actually, genuine socialists can ﬁnd nothing attractive
in either foreign policy.

“That the crypto-Stalinist group was able to gain such
a degree of support, however, indicates that there Is
considerable dissent inside the Labor Party. It shows that
at least minority sections of the party's membership are
restless about their leadership's imperialist foreign pol-

icy and its failure to establish a genuine socialist regime

at home. There is here an excellent opportunity for revo-
lutionary socialists to direct this dissent along genuine
socialist, as against reu:ilonurgI_‘_S"I_ﬂlinis!. lines. From
these distant shores it would therefore seem highly ad-
vantageous for revolutionary socialists in England to
function within the Labor Party and attempt to drive the
crypto-Stalinist MPs out of the leadership of the more
militant elements within the Labor Party.

Otherwise, the conference revealed little new. There
was a great deal of talk against British subservience to
U. 8. imperialism and one of the Ministers, Hugh Dal-
ton, announced that Britain would not ask the U. S.
for another loan. (Which probably means that they
have been tipped off that they can’t get another loan!)
One of the MPs, Jennie Lee, eried out, “Must we go as
mendicants? Must we accept political conditions and
become a junior partner of American imperialism?”

The sad answer to that question is yes, unless the
British Labor Party government. took one of two other
possible courses: moved into the orbit of Stalinist Rus-
sia, which is highly unlikely, or took steps toward the
expropriation of the British capitalist class; the estab-

lishment of a genuine workers regime in Britain and .

the rallying of the European working class in a similar
direction—which, given the political complexion: of the

British Labor Party’s leadership, is just as unlikely. -

So that so long as it follows its present course of trying,
willy-nilly, to prop up British imperialism abroad and

nationalizing a few industries at home while leaving:

intact the basic structure of finance capitalism, the .
Brmsh government has no real choice but to be the
“junior partner of American :mperlahsm

/ADMITS DEFENSE OF IMPERIALISM

(BT

Beven,' by implication, recognized this when he de-

clared that Britain was going to take all possible steps.
to maintain its position in the Near East in ovder to
keep its fingers on the crucial oil .deposits of that area.

“I am not going to be a party,” said Bevin, “to putting .

all the British interests into a pool and all the others
sticking to their own.” A remark strikingly similar fo
Churchill’s declaration that he would not preside over
the liquidation of the British empire, with the. single
exception that Churchill is an admitted imperialist.

On the issue of Palestine, there was a . certain
amount of dissatisfaction, but Bevin defended his policy

of terror against the Jews on the grounds of concern

for the interests of the Arabs. That Britain has been
simultaneously exploiting the Arabs and depriving them
of their national independence, did not seem to bother

Bevin. Here too the opposition to Bevin's policy was

weakened by its disastrous semi-Stalinist leadership.

On only one issue did rank and file criticism win a.vies:

tory: the problem of equal pay for equal work, A num.
ber of women delegates made impassioned speeches de-

manding’ that women in industry receive pay equal to
that which men receive for the same work. This demand

is so obviously just that even the Labor Party leaders
were embarrassed by their opposition to it. They opposed
it not "on principle’ but because it was, they said,
"impractical at the moment." But the conference voted
down the leadership and came out in support of the de-
mand of equal pay for equal work. !

Though not in itself of first 1mp01tance, this inci-
dent shows the potentialities for rank and file Labor

Party militancy. It must be remembered that the dele- -

gates always express more conservative views than the
ranks in the constituencies. Bevin and Attlee remain in
the saddle, but a clear, anti-Stalinist and militant
grouping inside the Labor Party should be able to make
that saddle increasingly jittery in the coming months.

“a dinner secures him the right to make small

avoid premature death and untold suffer-

; The Revolutionary Socialist Party,
Irish Sectiop of the Fourth, Inter-
national, has just sent us several
copies of.the first issue of their new
organ, “Workers’ Republic.” It is a
six-page periodical in magazine for-
mat.

The first issue feuhlrcs a lead ar-
ticle entitled "The Connolly Tradi-
tion' which relates the life and strug-
gles of James Connolly to the present
class struggle in Ireland. Tracing Con-
nolly's career as an internationalist
and Marxist, it shows how he prop-
erly understood the nature of the
Irish struggle for independence and
tried to give it the necessary infe-
gration- with the general class strug-
gle. Other articles deal with specific

The British Independent Labor
Party. is on the verge of collapse.
The ILP is a centrist organization—
that is, it is to the left of the official
Labor Party but is not a genuinely
revolutionary socialist organization.
We are reprinting below a report on
its recent conference which is_taken

. from the mid-April issue of the So-

cialist .Appeal, Organ of the British

: Trotskylsts

The ILP conference, which met on
April 6, 7 and 8, constituted the most
critical in the whole history of the
-party. The proceedings had the char-
acter of the last twitchings of a dy-
ing body. At the end of the confer-
ence an air of depression hung' over

" all the delegates.

The circulated agenda contained a
varied collection of resolutions, most
of which were pervaded by pacifist
or reformist sentiments, and patently
reflected an absence of revolutionary

_thought ‘within the party. Even the

'few amendments put forward by the
lefts which attempted to raise class
issues were invariably defeated.

The general demoralization of these
lefts,, in face of the hopelessness of
the position, was demonstrated by the
Batitersea delegate, Hugo Dewar,
when he only formally moved their

.most important amendment to a pa-

‘cifist resolution on foreign policy
‘and disarmament and did not even
attempt to argue the case. On his
own statement, it was pol.ntlese; to
do so.

Apart from the public sessmn on

the afternoon of the. 6th, and a short

public session on the T7th, when a

problems which arise out of the di-
vision of Ireland which has resulted in
the separation of the Norﬂnern nine
counties from Eire.

In an article on “Unemployment °

and High Prices,” The Irish RSP
has raised a series of demands which
are not unfamiliar to us in the
United States. They demand: (1) A
Sliding Scale of Wages; (2) A Slid-
ing Scale of Houre; (3) Open the
Books for Inspection; (4) Expropri-
ation, without Compensation of Idle
Factories and (5) A Comprehensive
Scheme of Public Works. :

Copies of “Workers’ Republic” can
be obtained by wrltmg to LABOR
ACTION.

nebulous resolution on workers' con-
trol was discussed, the remainder of
the conference was held in private
session,

In the first of these private ses-
sions a resolution supporting the pro-

“posal that ILP members be permit-

ted to join the Labor Party was de-
feated by the pacifist and sectarian
wing. The proportion of voting was
much. the same as in 1946, and 'on
much the same basis.

A resolution presented by the NAC
that a “Socialist” Federation be es-
tablished with Commonwealth, and
that a permanent joint committee of
the two parties be set up to carry out
joint activities, was carried. This was’
after the proposal to fuse with Com-
monwealth had been defeated, al-
though the door was left open for
further negotiations.
~ But it was after this session that
the sparks began to fly, with the sus-
pension of practically all the re-
mainder of the agenda andthe con-
tinuation of the private session right
up to the end of the corference.

On the morning of the 8th, Car-
michael (whose parliamentary re-
port, signed with Campbell Stephen,
had not contained a particle of so-
cialist criticism of the-Labor Gov-
ernment) handed in a letter to Me-
Nair stating that in view of' the de-
cision not to go into the Labor Party,
he could not remain in the ILP and
would go into the Labor Party him-
self. '

This desertion of Carmichael was
taken up in full cry by the rest of
the -right-wing affiliationists. Camp-

Comrade Bob Armstrong writes
from Belfast that the Irish RSP held
an open-air Connolly Memorial meet-
ing on Sunday, May 11th. He writes
as follows:

"Six . hundred workers aﬂendga-—
most of them were sympathetic to the

policy’ of our party. We reckon that

this is one of the biggest Trotskyist
meetings ever held in the British Isles

—and certainly it was one of the big-’
gest labor meeflngs in Belfast for the

past two years."

An interesting sudellght, Arm-
strong reports, was that: “About
ten polic2 attended—oné in uniform,
the others. in plainclothes.. One. o
them took shorthand hotes.”, by s

British ILP Meefm Shows
Party Is Nearing Co”apse

bell Stephen, the other MP, followed
suit and announced hls mtentxon of,

leaving.

"It was reported that branch after -

branch would fold up and go into the
Labor Party.

The general attitude of the pam-
fist-sectarian wing was “let them go.”
But all the delegates recognized that +
the party was rapidly moving to
complete collapse and that, whatever
happened, there was not much hope
left.

During the past twelve months,
leading elements such as Brockway,
McGovern, Padley and others have
deserted the sinking ship and joined
the Labor Party. The leading figures
that remain are itching to join them.
After the special conference the par-
liamentary ' representation will be

‘gone, antd with it the only string that

holds the ILP together—R. T.

By Leon Trotsky:

Living Thoughts of Karl
[ SR O— $1.50

Stalin (a biography).... 5.00

Cash‘ with orders—We pay postage
Send for our complete list!

LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE
4 Cour? Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y. .

"The Best Years of Our l.wes"
« PART IF: == " e

The task which confronted the fabricators of “:"

“The Best Years of Our Lwes" was to inhibit the
explosive possibilities of the veterans’ problem s0'°
as not to menace the capitalist ‘mythology about
the present system but yet to secure & maximuni™
“emotional impact. Ineyitably & falmﬁcatmn of "
the veterans’ world took place.

The movie perpetuates the myth of the class-
less American society. The plot, contrary to the
ballyhoo, does not concern typical GIs in typical
situations. In real life the rich and poor alike '.d::r)
not equaliy suffer the ravages of war. Unlike inm7”
“the movies, middle-aged bankers with ‘two grown '
children do not ordinarily: become sergeants fneio
rifle compames. ‘Nor do slum boys oxdinarily end.
up as air corps captains. It happens, of course. |
The point is, it is not typical, as the movie infers.’
Harold' Russell, the amputee, is: a . credible per->id
son, but 'his presence does not change the domi-j-q
nant ‘impression. given,

How wete the homecoming problems of theseg{JI
untyplcal men resolved? In truly Hollywbod thatin
is, truly’ ‘untypical style.' The: banker. is rudely,
put back’ to work (with a pmmotlon') by hxs‘
boss. T}mt was. a problem! His second crlsls i, li;
‘overcome w1th equal facility: a maudlin speech atlm
loans to veterans without collateral. The field. for
the Little Entrepxeneur is still” wide open, t.‘&e
movie suggests If individuals have economic dlﬂi-
culties they'are not resident in the system but
are ¢aused by a few hard-fisted bankers, who, m
the end, ttirn out to have a heart, if not of gold,
then of somethmg closely wSemblmg it ‘.From a”“
Hollywood prop room. e

Nor can we doubt for a moment that the cap-™
tain’s ‘emotional storms will be followed by ﬂnem
weather. He comes home to discover simultaneous-"
ly that his wife is a floozy and that he'is‘in"love
with the banker’s daughter. To point out “that™’
beautiful bankers’ daughters who marry' dlssatls-'
- fied: drug’ store clerks from thée slums' (thereby '
solving their economic and biologic needs) are' a "
-rare commodity is no doubt only bad taste.™ - !

The only profoundly moving part is that pors ¥
trayed by .Harold Russell, the ‘amputee. His -

i

_ strength lies in ‘& number of things his" face, ¢

which is the face of a person you know, his ut-
terly natural speech, and the real and 1rre\rocable
nature of his problem even in the story’s terms. ¥
(It «could have been you ‘yourself!) To. this" ten-"’ 4
sion a‘tragic surcharge is added by the knowledgs i
that this man’s problem is real, that’ “the fairy
tale once told, he cannot, like the other actors,
return to.the real world a whole person For hn'n
it 1s not make-believe. =

" But with 4ll of ‘this, hls ‘role, much’ as we
desperately want to believe in it, does mot, in the '
end, quite inspire conviction. Life (you only have
to look around) is too often not qu1te so good, not "
qmte so pat. Nevertheless, whatever dignity this "
movie, has, whatever memories of dead days, dead

» ¢ -places,. vsm;l dead men 11': smrs, Whatever tears’ “1!;“ .

brings is due to’ t.hlS leal man w]th t‘ne réal hooks.

"SOME FAI.IL'I'S OF GOMMISSIOH PR )

All of Hollywood’s: phony symbbols for" “The {
American Way of Life” ‘are there: ‘The general ™
plushiness of the décor, broken' only 'by the brief- '*
est shots of the captain’s slum home and his al-
most ' two-dimensional parents. Women so -uni- ¢
formly beautiful as to be uniformly boring. The *

Completely Hygienic treatment of sexual matters: #

=

Characters, as compléx as figures in'a medieval 5 -

allegory: The Understanding Wife, the ‘Prissy
Floorwalker, the Hard-hearted Banker, eté. The
dehydrated dialogue (“It’s really not bad after
you get used to it, men.”)

‘The story is choppy and is lacking in mtensaty At

e

; Th;s is causedin part by concentrating on too ¥

" many characters. Mostly, however, it is ‘caused by'?
‘breaking off emotional passages before they drive [
too. inescapably ‘deep. Scenés of the most terrible
potential .power, such as the one iti which the !
mother answers her child’s accusation of parental
insensitivity to her problems by telling of the
rocky: road of her marriage, are pulled up sho,rhg
s.0f life itself. The erude drunk scenes, ‘done
withih the mdvie convention, lowe¥~ thé: whole
intensity of the drama.

FAULTS OF OMISSION

"Of that burnmg hatred” of the army which ™
consumed every'vet there is not a trace, Nor of >
his hatfed of the officers. Nor ofhis cynicism’

. about the war." The "enemy, the picture would‘

have us, ‘believe, Was the civilian. And just to mulm
down the point that the vet considered it a just! of
war; the amputee was made to attack a cwﬂlan h
_“Iho raised a question about it.

y “Ti is a stupid, sad story like yours or ‘mine,” b
says a character in a finer film, “Les Enfants du g
Paradls."_ But a “stupid, sad story' like yours or”
mine” is’' just what is not recognizable in “The ot
Best Years of Our Lives.” Where are the .actual '*
problems——the housing shortages, the miserable ©
" factory jobs, the lives without perspective, the*"
good Wives—not the floozies-—who cracked ! ‘up, the '’ sil
" dead who “deserted the living,” the Cinderellas'¥
who ' weren’t real prmcesses, the clocks that ran *¢
down" A8

. . : ) i Wi
; 23 e
: The’i‘e were good things in the show. The hesi- "t

tancy ‘of the vet before entering the house was a''s
good mmght. (The strangeness, the guilt of being *:
alive when' others were dead, the embarrassment:i
of being thought a hero when you knew your own,
cowardice, ‘the fear of the man in the bed, the
inability to'sense the reality of ‘civilian llfe, the
loneliness of unshared experiences.) oef

Another excellent symbolic scene was ‘the sne“"1
of the 'air corps officer wandering in silence '© &
through the bomber-graveyard where thoﬁsands
of planes lay with their engines jerked out, empty
of present meaning, but echoing with memories
of tremendous combined effort, high stakes, comi-
radeship, purposeful activity, even dignity. - «

But they are only sceries, of more mdlcatwe v
than of actual value. : 195

It is difficult, in a way, to be harsh. The haze
of memory settles over everything, and you say,”
“Why bother?” But when you hear people Begm- G
ning to say, “Frankly, don’t you think this \reter-
an stuff has been exaggerated"” You have to rise”
and say of the mov:e, “It's a- lle‘ It’s not l:ke
that!” G

It is necessary only to contrast” ‘“Thé Best™ ‘-
Years of Our Lives” with such an anti-war film" *’
as “All Quiet on the Western' Front” to ses that' *
the current film is only a slick rationalization for
the past war.and, théreby, an emotmnal prepar R
tion for the next one; - b8 25

i
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- —Commemorating an Irish Revoluhonury Marxist

James Connolly and the Soclahst Struggle for Irish Unity

'I‘he following is the lead article
which appeared in the first issue of
“Workers’ Republic,” new periodical
issued by the Revolutionary Socialist
Party, Irish section of the Fourth In-
ternational. We are reprinting the
main body of the article because we
believe it will be of interest to Amer-
ican readers, particularly because. it
treats with James Connolly, the great
lrish revolnﬁonist, in the light of
_present—day conditions and the needs
of the Irish working class.—Ed.)

[ ]
ONLY' the Unionists un-

reservedly scorn Connol--
ly’s memory. The Eire ruling

circles have to be more circum- -

spect They are even compelled
to acknowledge him as a na-
tional hero. For, as the Irish
captalists are unable to falsify -
the history of Easter in the
manner that Stalin has falsi-

fied October, it remains com-.
mon knowledge to every sehoolbay
that he was one of the two outstand- -
ing leaders of the Easter rebellion.

Thus it is that Connolly, the revolu- -

tionary socialist, has suffered the un--
usual and curious fate of becoming
an opbject of involuntary homage
rendered by capitalist exploiters.

'To be sure, the Fianna Fail con-
servatives, while , paying  cautious,
tribute to his' memory, piously Ia’-
ment his “tragic error” in embracing
the class war doctrines of Marx. They
would prefer to. erase the socialist
imprint from the hero's pedestal, and
to insert “purely national” in its

stead. On the other hand, the fasclst_
fringe of the nationalist movement,

posing as the champions of the down-
trodden - unemployed and low paid
workers, freely cull excerpts from

Connolly’s teachings to suit their,

own reactionary purposes.

CONNOLLY’S DEBASERS .

- Within the republican wing of the
labor ‘movement, Connolly is hailed
by, all as the final authority in mat-
ters of socialist principle. Unfortu-
nately, ‘however, the much quoted
texts from his works are seldom un-
derstood and frequently perverted.
To revive the genuine tradition of
Connolly among the youth, and
among ‘the members of the labor
mqvement generally, is the major
task of “Workers' Republic.” This
tradition, however,, is not like a dish
of Irish stew which can be appor-
tioned. to, the yarious. sections .of . the
labor movement, in accordance with
the requirements of each of them. 1f
by. Connollyism is meant uncompro-
mising class struggle against every
shape and form of capitalist exploi-
tation—and an honest study of Con-
nolly’s teachings cannot lead to any
other interpretation—then only the
sprinkling of socialist workers
grouped around the banner of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party have
the true right to designate them-
selves Connollyites.

We assert this tranquilly and con-
fidently, , happy in. the knowledge
that we shall hardly offend the. lead-
ers of official labor who love to

drape .themselves in Connolly’s cloak.,

on . holiday: occasions. For most. of
them won't even read 'our paper and,...

if they do, they will give broad, tol-
erant grins. The class war doctrines
of Marx seem realistic to these peo-
ple only when they seem to relate
to past history and have come fo rest
in the works of someone already
dead and, famous. -

Long .experience has likewise hab-
ituated us_to the sarcastic jibes of
the so-called Communist Party,
North of Ireland and British, whose
Connolly. Club—a_part of the Stalin-
ist splar system—is designed to di-
vert the patriotic and class militancy
of Irish émigré workers into channels
,usehxl to Stalin’s diplomacy. We re-
call how during the Stalin Hitler
pact period of the war, the Irish Sta-
linist leaders played the role of anti-
part:hon crusaders and how later,
dumng the Churchill - Stalin pact,
with breath taking effrontery, they

" pmclauned themselves adherents of
~.the constltutional position of the Six

Counties. They hailed Brooke as the
Ieader of the “progressive” wing of
the Stormont Tories. They flew the
Unwn Jack, symbol of imperialist
oppression,, at their demonstrations.
And—make sense of this who- can—
they demanded the substitution of the
Civil | Authomtles Special Powers
Acts by the British Emergency
 Powers (which in the hands of the

- Tory. Umomsts would have fulfilled
4 preclsely the same function).

And
during this period, the bust of Con-
nolly escaped the indignity of being
decorated by an orange sash by a
halrs breadth; for, while bowing
‘and scrapmg before Brooke and “our”
Irish generals the ‘Communist Party
contmued to profess allegiance to
Connolly, Lenin and Mary.

L

THE TACTIC OF EASTER WEEK

Connolly, - first/ * last and always,
based himself on the class struggle,
and. his Citizen' Army grew directly
out of the picket of the great 1913
strike in Dublin. He was an inter-
nationalist whose flery denunciations
ot imperialist brigands of 1914 are
still. the most invigorating writings
that have ever appeared in the Brit-

ish labor press. Liebknecht's slogan,,

“Down:_with war! The main ‘enemy
is at home!” and Lenin’s “Turn the
imperialist war  into civii war!”
found a.ready echo in Ireland. Con-
nolly: was full of praise for the he-
roic Liebknecht. In his “Forward"”
articles he urged the leaders of the
European labor movement to throw
their influence into transforming the
jimperialist “war into a struggle for
socialist liberation; The northern star
gleaming beyond , the shadows _of
‘night 18 no 'furtie:
orbit ‘of ours than "Connolly’s ‘ pro-
gram -of -class - struggle -is from the
reformist vaporings of the republi-
can socialists of today.

However, it was the ‘tactic of har-
nessing to the goal of socialism that
earned Connolly. a distinctive place
in history. All other aspects of his
greatness he shares with others. But
this uniqueness lay in the circum-
stances themselves.. What, then, was
‘the Easter Week tactic? Was it a put-
‘chist effort? An act of desperation
aszmg out of a loss of faith in work-
ing class mass action? Was it a de-
sertion of. the socialist goal, as Con-
nolly's socialist critics allege'?

.:Putschism, whether left - wmg or
rlght-wmg in tendency, is character-

“De Luxe” Rehef 1A

(Cnntinned from page 3)

workers with an increased sales tax,

broken strikes and perpetuated the .

housing crisis. Having told some of :
the facts about relief, they have only ,

exposed their negligence and cal-
lousness in .the treatment of the in-

digent: The story is beginning to fol-..
low the same pattern as during the_

depression days. The administration

could never find the sums of money. ..

needed to maintain a decent standard
for the victims of economic insecu:
rity. Yet they were able to pour un-
told sums into the war machine for
destructive ' purposes. How hollow
this . sounds today when they say
they cannot find money for. housing
or-the relief budget although we are
also told that purchasing power is
still at a high level. Or do they im-
ply that they cannot extract much

more money from the depleted pock- .

etbooks. of the workers while they
rélieve the “harrassed” bankers with
high interest rates?

STAFF SHORTAGE

The public assistance problem has
been putting very great pressure on
the staff of the Department of Wel-
fare and there is now a shortage of
777 persons in the department, 221 of
them social service workers. The
staff is represented by the United
Public Workers Union (CIO), which
only recently succeeded in getling a
$300 cost-of-living bonus for the un-
derpaid workers of the department
after a long fight. A social investi-
gator handles a large caseload, often:
exceeding 75 cases, and goes into all
problems of his clients, financial,
medical and social. The department
is utilizing the situation to exhort
the: investigators to greater effort to
catch up with the work. The investi-
gators have found it difficult enough
to keep pace with visits and clerical
work, . let alone the many pressing
medical and social problems faced
by- their clients, The department is

.are in. the so-called
. group,

-beginning .to tighten up on its in-
vestigations- for eligibility. It is be-
-coming more difficult to obtain items
of Speclal need. As the investigation

by thé stated department of social
welfare proceeds it .will probably in-
: terpret the rules more inflexibly' and

prty deeper into the privacy of ‘the
clients.

Not ;he least of those who are in-
volved in'the relief setup are the vet-
elfans ‘The \ge!fare Department main-

3 separate veterans division,

; 'whose caseload has been growing con-

stantly, The stiff is overtaxed to
handle ‘the  influx of veterans who
have returned from the Army to the
post-war paradise of joblessness, GI
allotments and relief handouts. Job-
lessness among the veterans consti-
tutes 45 per cent of all males unem-
pluyed What a commentary on the
failure of capitalism to find jobs and
provide for its defenders! Is it pos-
sible that the anti-relief hysterics
.want  tp include this category too
among those who would rather live
off the government than work?

The 01_.d argument that people on
relief are “lazy” falls flat in the face
of a more detailed examination of
the makeup of the relief rolls. We
then find that 54,000 persons are old-
age cases, 2,000 blind, 28,000 women
at home taking care of children, and
96,000 children. About 37,000 persons
“employable”
and of these, according to
Commissioner Rhatigan, only 1,800
are ‘fully employable. Most of the
others are older, handicapped people
who cannot readily compete in the
present labor market.. The depart-
ment has its own employment serv-
ice and frequently succeeds in mak-
ing placements. Is it fair then to con-
demn these helpless people who exist
on the lowest possible standards? We
say that such attacks are only mak-
ing capital out of human misery, the
cheapest . form of pollucal trickery
imaginable,

distant from this =

ACTION.

istically based on the notion that the
mass of people will remain passive

‘onlookers, while an attempt is made

at the seizure of state power by an
élite of politicians turned militarist;
or, more familiarly, by the members
of the officer caste itself. The insur-
rection of October, 1917, for exam-
ple, was not in any sense of the word
a putsch, although -accomplished by
a comparatively small A number of
Red Guards. The Czarist and capital-
ist reaction inside the country was
demoralized, and foreign interven-
tion had not yet begun. The mass of
workers, fully -conscious of all the
issues at stake, stood ready to answer
a call to arms as they had done
against the putschist attempt of Gen-
eral Kornilov.

The Irish war of llberatxon took
place in reverse order to the Rus-
sian Revolution,. There the popular
mass struggle of February paved the
way for the October overturn. Here,
the insurrection of Easter preceded
and, in fact, produced the popular
upsurge. Thus Easter Week had ev-
ery appearance of putschism; for
here was a small body of fighters,
numbering not more than several
hundreds in all, who challenged to
battle a mighty empire whose sol-
diers were undemoralized and armed
for a large-scale war.

Connolly, Pearse and their com-
rades were the nation’s idealists. Yet
nonetheless they were a part of a
trampled populace, whose dream they
expressed and whose understanding
they sought to gain through strug-
gle. Hundreds of years of imperialist
{yranny had made the vision of lib-
eration so much a part of the per-
sonalities of Irish men and women
that, trading with Britain and even
fighting for her, they scarcely took
account of their yearning to be free.
The Easter battle broke the habit of
comp]:ance It brought the dream to
life. Going down in defeat it touched
potent springs of revolt and brought
welling out of the nation’s heart a
flood of  patriotic courage and re-
solve. The British had won a Pyrrhic
victory. Their ‘power over most of
Ireland was broken.

Was it not the‘mllltary debacle in
itself which is of first consequence
when a popular insurrection goes
down to defeat but the political con-
duct of the insurgent leaders. The
magnificent struggle of the Asturian
miners in 1934, although bloodily
suppressed, left the Spanish workers
undismayed and paved the way for
the bitter resistance to Franco. On
the other hand, the battles which

ish “Communist’ Party and those of
Colonel -Casado—their erstwhile ally
in the Popular Front—were prestige-
saving putschist actions. The rival
factions grappled while the victorious
fascist army stood at the gate, and
while the Spanish working masses,
bewildered by betrayal and bled
white by the war, looked on impo-
tently. .

The valiant uprising of the War-
saw Jews against the Nazis, in the
latter part of the war, was strikingly
reminiscent of the Easter Week re-

bellion in some of its features. Here.

were reprecentatwes of a people
doomed to physical extirpation, who
rose against their oppressors and
fought with legendary courage until
they were overwhelmed and massa-
cred. The situation of the Irish under
Britain in the 20th century did not
parallel the plight of the Jews under
Hitler. But in the threat of the
Northerm Carsonites, the presence
of a strutting, alien soldiery in the
land, the slaughter of Irish youth en-
listed ‘with the British, there was in-
flammable material enough at hand
to light the flames of the Easter in-
surrection.

CONNOLLY’S PATRIOTISM

The patriotism of capitalist ex-
ploiters is a quality altogether dif-
ferent from the selfless idealism of
rebels fighting to free their land. To
insist that Connolly was above all
an international socialist is not
thereby to fall into the error of sup-
posing that the passion of patriotism
was absent from his feelings. His
patriotic fervor was intense and his

Italian Stalinist
Posters Cater

To Superstitions

‘The April 22 issue of the Man-
chester Guardian carries an interest-
ing report on the election tactics of

the Italian Stalinists. The report
reads in part: ;
“The Communists’ posters were

really a masterpiece of pandering to
Sicilian superstitions. They were
‘written in dialect, misquoting a lo-
cal poem and read: ‘People’s block:
God’'s block: Jesus will descend to
scare all tyrants, with joy in his
heart and his fist clenched.

“After the Communist deputies’
vote recently here in favor bf inclu-
sion of the Lateran Pact in the Ital-
ian Constitution and these Sicilian
posters, one Roman wit has prophe-
sied that Signor Togliatti (Stalinist
leader of Italy) is aiming at being

called ‘the man sent by Providence' -

just as Pope Pius XI called Musso-
lini, There is actually more in this
than the joke and the dogmatic Com-
munists are certainly among the
staunchest allies of the Vatican in
this country today.”

ed.in the . streets..qf . Madrid._in..
1 39, between the forces of the Span-

| the workers,

fiery hatred and contempt for his
country’s oppressors -inevitably be-
trayed him into occasional exaggera-.
tions, For instance, in his “War
Against the German People” he fa-
vorably contrasts the German indus-
trialists to the brutal, mean and
slothful ruling class of England. On
the other hand, in other articles of
the same period, he heaps equal ha-
tred and contempt upon the German
imperialist brigands.

It is worth noting that the Stalinist
party, during the Sialin-Hitler pact
period, published Connolly’'s “War
Against the German People” with-
out a word of criticism. Within two
years, however, they were deseribing
the German people as “Huns."”

An erstwhile revolutionist, Koest-
ler, makes a mock of those Marxists
who continue to harbor feelings of
passionate personal animosity to-
ward their political enemies, in ap-
parent contradiction to the doctrine
that the evil lies not in man but in
his circumstances. But this is theo-
rizing out of time and space. It is
the “whips and scorns” of capitalist
society which shape the rebel soul
of the revolutionist l6hg before he
has worked out his ‘philosophy of
life. Lenin understood this when,
writing of Gallagher in his youth, he
spoke of “his noble proletarlan ha-
tred.”

And noble, too, was the patriotic
wrath of Connolly and Pearse, con-
templating the trampled pride of the
Irish people.

DID HE ABANDON SOCIALISM?

It would be interesting to dis-
cover how many of those who ac-
cused Connolly of abandoning the
working class struggle found them-
selves later in the bandwagon of
capitalist imperialism, or else found
comfortable posts in the official op-
‘position—in reality, the junior part-
nership of the De Valera régime.

These guardians of purity not-
withstanding, the revolutionary mili-
tary alliance with the volunteers was
entirely in accordance with socialist
principle. “Keep your arms, your
allies of today may be your enemies
of tomorrow” ‘was the warning is-
sued by Connolly to the Citizen
Army on the eve of battle; and when
it is borne in mind that Pearse and:
his friends were'men who wielded
no means of coeremn over the work-
ers—unlike the allies of Stalinism,
such as de Gaulle and Churchill—
but were, indeed, men prepared to
live or die as ouflaws in the eyes of
official society, he principal dif-

| -and  the qpportu-
nist_ policies of fhe Stalinist Popular

Fronters, of of: ihe labor reformist .

capitulators to. t,be capitalist state,
is apparent.

At the end of the Second World
War the European capitalist classes
found themselves'in perilous circum-
stances. War and ‘occupation had re-
duced the capitalist economy to con-
ditions of chaos. The professional
armies and the police, formerly re-
liable instruments in holding down
had” either been shat-
tered or disperseéd; or else had so
compromised their ‘standing through
Quisling collaboration” with the Na-
zis, as to have forfeited the allegiance
of even the backward elements of
the population. The working class
forces emerging from the under-
ground had won sufficient moral au-
thority among the middle classes to
have been able to lead virtually the
whole of society in a struggle against
the capitalist exploiters. Interven-
tion, blockade, as well as the ex-
hausted state of the economy, would
have presented huge difficulties to
the newly-arisen workers' states; but
the Russian workers survived such
conditions and, in any case, no les-
ser dangers and difficulties can be
envisaged for the future. However,
the @Stalinists and reformists used
their influence to dissolve the mili-
tias, and formed. coalition' govern-
ments with the exploiters to work
for the restoration of the capitalist
state. Had the militias of the work-

ing class been trained in the Citizen

Army tradition by leaders of the

stamp of Connolly, the rotting struc- .

ture of capitalism would have been
swept away. Connolly would have
fought the Nazis in the underground
and would have formed military al-
liances with non-socialist sections of
the Resistance Movement, but he
wouldn't have dreamed of ligquidat-
ing the independent military forma-
tions of the working class in the in-
terests of  reconstituting bankrupt
capitalism; and far from entering
into political partnership with Bado-
glio and de Gaulle, he would have
described them as criminals on an
equal plane with the Nazis.

‘It may be added that whereas the
Stalinists incessantly preached racial
hatred against the German workers
there can be found nowhere in the
works of Connolly, even by the im-
plication of a chance phrase, a single
word of insult directed agamst the
English working class.

The Easter Week proclamatmn
was revolutionary nationalist in
tone, and capitalist - liberal in con-
tent. But, as the German Marxist

Lassalle has taught, the essence of

constitution lies in the balance of
power between the classes. It was
far from a foregone conclusion that,
once: the British power had been
vanguished, a new native, capitalist
state would take its place. The final
outcome of thé str:.lggle begun in

@ xemlutmnary g

Easter Week depended on the fur-
ther course of the international
class struggle. Meanwhile, the su-
preme immediate task lay in smash-
ing the coercive power of the British
and casting out of the Irish race the
spirit of submissiveness.

But nevertheless, argue the cnt-
ics, the capitalist state DID consoli-
date itself, and the Easter rebellion
led to the triumph of Cosgrave and
De Valera's régime, These enterly su-
perficial critics belong to the same
camp as those who attribute Stalin-
ism to the thought and action of Len-
in. The truth is, however, that the
triumph of the reactionaries took
place despite the revolutionaries, and
because of the aid afforded them by

.the treacherous leaders of the work-

ers.

Had the conflagration which con-
sumed the Russian state extended to
the West, then the role of the Citi-
zen Army, thanks to the prestige
won in the struggle of Easter Week,
would have been immense in advanc-

ing the cause of the workers’ revo-.

lution throughout the whole of the
British Isles. But the Western capi-
talist powers stood immune from the
fires of revolution, and, in Central
Europe, reformist socialism extin-
guished the flame. The survival of
capitalism in the decisive centers
ruled out the prospect of a revolu-
tionary development in Ireland.

RISE OF PARTITION PROBLEM

The struggle between the partisans
of the treaty and the wing of irrec-
oncilable republicans, and the parti-
tioning of the country by the British
led to the victory of the De Valera
régime in the South and the rule of
the Carsonite Tories in the six North-
eastern counties. Two generations: of
ardent youths expended themselves
in the apparently hopeless effort to
oust the British from their Orange
bridgehead in the North. The more
fiercely  and resolutely glowed the
spirit of struggle among the baffled
.republican forces, the more firmly
the Tory régime consolidated its sup-

port in the ranks of a misled, big-

oted working class. Today, the -proqf
that the Irish. working class is the
most conservative in Europe lies. in

the longevity of the rival govern-

ments.

De Valera strengthened hlS influ-
ence during the war. His neutrality
policy protected the Eire state from
the shocks, upheavals and devasta-
tions which shook the political sta-
bility of the belligerent capitalist
states. The safety valve of emigra-
tion prevented the unemployment

"quiestionfrom becoming a:threat to'

stability.

An' immense force for the mdoc-
trination of conservative ideas is the
church, whose . historic power as a
national (and nationalist) institution
is perpetuated by the stagnant con-
dition of living standards, and ‘the
consequent absence of a sharp hun-
ger for social change among the

" workers. And, in place of rebellious,

landless peasants of former days,
there are the petty proprietors of
‘today who, though hostile to the mo-
nopolies which exploit them, are
nonetheless imbued with a conserva-
tive dread of change.

Every child knows that the over-
riding political issue of ‘the past
quarter century has been the coun-
try's disunity, and the presence of
Britain in the North. The capitalist
system maintains itself on the divi-

sion of the workers and no working
class has ever been more effectively
divided than the Irish. A unified, in-
dependent Ireland, or union with
Britain? Over this problem reform-
ist socialism has floundered helpless-
ly for a generation. Labor reform-
ism is by its nature compelled to
keep in step with the popular preju-
dl.ces However, the thorny problem
is what to do when two rigidly op-
posing sets of prejudices divide the
workers. This split on the constitu-
tional question has led to division
among the reformist socialists them-
selves. :

| UPHOLDERS OF STORMONT

The Cormmonwealth Labor Party
js the avowed defender of the Brit-
ish connection within the Northern
labor movement. The Commonwealth
Party justifies its position on the
grounds of the cultural affinities and
commeon traditions of the peoples of
England and Ireland; of the superior

: social services under Britain; and of

the anti-labor role of the Catholic
Church, as demonstrated, formstance,
during the Spanish War.

However, while it is true that

. speech, literature, history, trade un-

ionism, politics and economics tend to
cement the closest bonds between the
Irish and British workers, on the oth-
er hand the tradition of greatest po-
litical consequence to the Protestant
workers (whom Commonwealth as-
pires to represent) is the one which
they share with their nationalist
fellow workers; namely, the *Irish
Question,” under which heading we
place religious bigotry, 'church poli-
tics, the Orange Order, the IRA, the
special powers, partition, and all, in
short, that keeps the workers behind
the banners of Orange or Green Tory-
ism. !

The sectarian hatreds can be final-
ly burned away only through work-
ing class unification around a pro-
gramme of all-sided struggle against
the vested interests. Down with the
factory bosses and the landlords, the
partition politicians and the. Orange
leaders, the police dictators, the
church politicians and sectarian ide-
‘ologies of every hue! It is only
through engaging in the creative
task of transforming the social sys-
tem . and establishing the workers'
republic that the consciousness of
the workers will be changed.

It is undeniable that the Westmin-
ster subsidy. allows six county resi-
dents superior social services to
Eire's. But it is equally true that
two generations of British workers
have had to spill their blood on Eu-
rope's battlefields in defense of these
standards, won through class strug-
gle and made possible' by Britain’s

. world exploitive power. Let us recall

in this connection the efforts of the
Commonwealth leaders to persuade
the six county workers to'accept con-
scription.

High prices and ever mounting
taxation weigh down the gains which
the Northerners share with the Brit-
ish. A merciless trade war and a fur-
ther military struggle loom ahead.
Viewed against such an oncoming of
ruin and bloody destruction, the
question of the relative level of social
amenities between Eire and the
North is of minor importance. In
raising the question of social service
levels, the Commonwealth leadership
demonstrates its essential’ adherence
to capitalism, and its belief in its re-
liability. It does not seriously occur

P

to them that the duty ot soc:a.llsts 'is
not to choose between De Valera and
Brooke réglmes but to advance the
goal of workers’ power. The' harsh
conditions of capitalism-drive .thou-
sands of fresh layers of workers
yearly in the direction of the labor
movement. A few thousand werkers,
influenced by a ﬂghtmg movement,
would ’ win the masses of people be-
hind them in a social crisis.

Meanwhile  the greatest cbunter-
pressure to the growth of a socialist

. consciousness in Ireland is the North-

ern régime, its subsidized services
notwithstanding, Tory unionism’ is Ein
exceptlonal régime, neither fascist nor
demoeratlc, which preserves itself by
playing on the Protestant fears aris-
ing out of the size of the nationalist
minority and the proximity of the .
Eire republic. .To keep green the -
seeds of sectarian division among the
people must inevitably remain the

' guiding principle of its policy.

It is fantastic to suppose that
within even a capitalist republic the
roles would be reversed and that the
Protestant workers would becone the
object of sectarian. diserimination.
The concentration of the Protestants
and the anti-sectarian bias ~which
partition has given the nationalist
workers, are sufficient guarantees,.
In contrast to Stormont, exception-
alism, there is a normal, reactionary
capitalist régime. Far from provid-
ing a base for the Catholic indoc-
trination of Protestant children=—as
the Protestant Action demagogues °
allege —the unification of Ireland
would weaken the power of the anti-
socialist crusaders of Catholic Ac-
tion by providing a superior mobiliz-
ing point for the class struggle. Be-
tween Stormont and the Dail we
therefore make some distinction. To
choose a hypothetical example, we
would support strike action protest-
ing attempts to force a reunion with
Britain on Eire. On the other hand,
we would dehounce as reactionary a
strike action -aimed agamst the in-
corporation of the six counties. into
an' Irish republic. Such considera- "
tions could only be modified in the
even of a fascist government coming
to power in the South.

THE REPUBLICAN LABOR WlNG

At. no time would ‘we assume‘a -
shred of responsibility for the po-
litical actions of the capitalist par- "
ties of either side, or sacrifice work-
ing class independence for blocs with
dubious “in-between” politicians. The
supreme task is to heighten the so-
cialist -consciousness of the. workers,

to arm them with an understanding.~

that ‘the' Fianna Fail and the: Union- °
ist’ polntlcr,ans are -the agents of the
employers, to convince  them - that
capitalism is bankrupt, ‘and: to equip
them with a program for power. The
main republican wing of the Labor
movement, the Eire Labor Party, by
its . demonstrated alliance with De
Valera on questions of high istate
p_ohey and its purely wverbal oppo-/
sition on secondary issues, by its ac-
ceptance of the Papal encyclicals and
by its failure to lead the cldss strug-
gle of the Southern workers, plays
into the hands of the partitionists and .
sectarians. Its anti - partition cam-
paign is conducted on abstract his-
torical grounds unrelated to the .class
needs of the workers of either :side.
Its activities are conducted outside
the consciousness of the Northern
Protestant workers.

(Continued on page 6)
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.LABOR .ACTION

ATOMI

By SUSAN GREEN

"MGM’s film ‘““The Beginning or
the End,” Hollywood’s version of the
development of the atomiec bomb
through to its murderous use at
Hiroshima, is not offergd only to us
here and now. It is meant for pos-
terity too. A copy of the film has
been buried in the redwood forest
along with a.more official record, if
I recall; all to be unearthed again
in"2447, five hundred years hence.

‘The assumption is that pbstenty,
fifteen generations removed from us,
will be' carrying on as we are, that
there will be theaters, projection ma-
chines to throw film on sereens, audi-
ences to look at them. Perhaps so.
But ‘lots. of water flows under the
bmdge in five hundred years. If atom
war ‘occurs, the water will be flow-
ing ‘backward, so to ‘speak. For a
while at -least, theré won’t be many
bridges left for water to flow under.
Who 'knows what kind of a come-
back the survivors of atom war will
make? Who' knows what say 490
AAW: will look like? (AAW stands
for *“After Atom War” and 490 ar-
bitrarily allows ten years for _same
to break out.) . . :

If the film ghould be ‘shown in
2447, one thing is ceitain. The
movie: audienices won’t be bothered,
as I was, by the fact that movie
stars take the - parts of scientists,
army’ men and government officials,
including -President Rooseyelt. Brian
Donleyy and “the other Hollywood
actors, not known' in 2447 ag actors
and not associated by our ‘progeny
five hundred years-hence with all

kinds of silly pictures, will undoubt-

edly ‘be accepted as resl phys‘ictsts,
generals and officials of the:1940s.

T'q me, however, the presence of well-

kpown' Hollywood actors in what is
supposgd to be  a record ‘of actual

" life, put a fictional face on the

whole.

THE HOLLYWQOD TWIST -

#For an audience today, I should
say the film is not too impressive.
After all, the newsreel has horrified
us aplenty with its pictorial records
of the New Mexico test of the atom
bomb and of the ‘annihilation of
Hiroshima, as well as of the sequel
in Nagasaki and of the more recent
navy test ‘in-the Pacific. Further-
more; the story of Ok Ridge has
been publicized so widely that every-
one is pretty well informed - about
the facts, MGM’s. filim adds wvery
liftle, exeept perhaps:a “human ‘in-

terest!” touch « in playing up Dr.

‘Gochrane. Dr. Cochrane is presented
as ‘the physicist *who, ‘though: ‘beset
by doubts as to the morality of cre-
atmg the monster of destruction, did
not join the sciéntists who walked
o1t on the venture. ‘He remained to
die of radioactivity, leaving a very

BOMB AND TH

young wife with child. This is'a bit
of fietion, of course, given a Holly-
wood twist.

How may the audiences in 2447,
if such there be, react to the film?
If an atom war destroys civilization
and reduces the world to ashes, the
descendents of the survivors of such
a cataclysm will be the ones viewing
the film: Therefore, the film may
reasonably bring loathing: to audi-
ences-of 2447, loathing for those who
in the 1940s laid the beginning for
“the end” that the world ‘suffered.
On the other hand, if the peoples
who inhabit the world today should
succeed in preve_nting their govern-
ments from waging another war,
2447 wlll be quite different. It will
mean - that before the end of the
twentieth century, the imperialist
rulers will have been deposed; that
peoples” governments will have been
established. By 2447 we could well
have' & fully developed socialist
world. In that case atom energy will
have been turned-to creative uses,
and audiences’ viewing MGM’s film
would look with astonishment at this.
unearthed’relic of a barbaric age.

All this is of course conjecture.

‘What is not conjecture is’the ideas

the film embodies-—for audiences to-
day. First of all MGM SQek_s. to jus-
tify the prostitution of science to
the needa of capitalist imperialism.
German scientists were working on
the ‘atom bomb for Hitler; therefore,
Ameﬂcan sc1ent13ts could salve their
consciences in creatmg the bomb for
allied lmperlahsm In the film these
men are heroes. At best they are
really m:serable puppets directed by
the ‘strings ‘in the master hands of
the Impenailsts In the trail of im-
penahst compet:tmn and war, sci-
ence inevitably follows. in the race
to create more and more deadly
weapons—and not- merely as a
threat but for actual use. For Hiro-
shima .and Nagasaki shall forever
give the lie to the claim that the
weapons for wholesale murder can
be held merely as ‘a threat. The re-
peated protestations.in the film that
the - population: of Hiroshima was
warned, by leaflets dropped from
American planes, ‘does not absolve
from guilt either American capital-
ism or ‘the scientists who serve it,
which «is the impression the film
works hard to creaﬁe.

SWEET BUSINESSMEN'

Again, the way the cerporatmns
that took part in the gigantic proj-
ect “are pictured in- the film, brings

a.wry smile to the lips..These cor-

porations-all but sprout wings. Such
self-saerificing capitalists you never
saw. They did .not want ‘any profits
out of the dévelopment of the atom
bomb, and they made the condition—

1i. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax ihe Profiteers

V. Nuhnunlize Big Business

ECUS

'\c %, F‘» ,‘-$\

Veterans

t:onal dependent.

pt service.

ment .

l. For Pruce Copirol by thor and ihe Consumers

Wlpe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can cantrol prices. Labor must have the qemswe voice in determmmg
the prices of consumer commodltim For wage increasés without price
increases. For papulqr price -control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.
2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for

automatic wage increages to cover any additional price rises.
3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,

provldmg for a $5, l}I]O annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the Slums‘ Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program {o provide decent hous-
ing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to pro\nde
schools, hospitais and other ngedad ‘community- facilities, '

2. For a national plan to begm work immediately on the erection
of 25 million ]Iggrmanent low cost housing ‘units.

For a 100 per cent tax on all profits above five per cent on mvestecl
capital. F?f a, $25000 ceiling on all annual :ncames

For-the’ nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments;+ ti'ansportatwn and commumcatmn gystems and the banks,
T;o }.}g epped by the. natmn and operated under workers' control.

VI, End: Biscrlmianion Aqamsi the Negro People

For fu]l social, political and economic equalily for Negroes.

Vll Open the Doors to the Jews'

© ¥sFor full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
th .persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe. d

. ®: For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
t? Palestine or any ‘country of the1r cholce

Vill. For Full Economic and Educational Opporlunihes for

Il Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsuiy provided by
! t-he GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for single
veterans and $65 for married veterans, plus $5 a week for each addi-

2. For immediate grantmg of a federal bonus of $1 000 for each year

IX. For ?gqee and Freedom "

1. For the right.of all peoples and nations to decide their own ‘future.
{ For self-determinptign for all nalions. For freedom of the colonies.
} 2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the Amer-
ican troops home. For an énd to consenpnon

x fgr an Indepeqdeni Labor Party and a Workers Govern-
For an indepenﬂpnt Labor Party ‘of the workers and workmg farm-

ers based on the trade- -unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Part:es For a government of and by labor

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

.

in the film—that the scientific dis-
coveries become public property.
However, the project did cost two
billion dollars; there must have been
just a tiny bit of profit somewhere
for private business.:As to the. dis-
covery of. atom. energy becoming
public property, that’s a laugh. The
corporations that were in on the
ground floor are moving heaven and
earth. to remain there. What ‘was
the fight over Lilienthal about if not
the  behind-the-scene struggle of big
corporations to control atom energy?
These ‘big-hearted corporations!
What the film truthfully portrays,
however, is the. nothing-can-stop-us
nature of the project. With two bil-
lion ‘dollars, a million people: and
three years’ time, the secret was had
and the bomb built. A modern city
was erected. The word “cannot” was
not - recognized. If copper was not
available, millions of tons of silver
were obtained as a good substitue,
If ~a certain type :of steel ndt in
manufacture was reguired, a ‘new
mill was put up.to make it: If more
land: was needed; thousands of peo-
ple were evacuated. All this to bring
forth a scourge on the human race.
Contrast this with the dalliance on

himan. needs. ‘Help for. worldwide

famine remams in  abeyance while
polities rule—and mountains of po-
tatoes are burned; people are home-
less ‘while. real estate .lobbies haggle
over. profits; cancer takes its enor-
mous toll while. funds to discover its
cure -lag behind public charity. If
audiences viewing the film today will
see this contrast, then it will not
have been a total.loss.

The film is called “The Begmmng
por the End.” The end is certainly
forecast in the film, and rightly so.
As iniernational.affairs are going,
the world may indeed be reduced to
ashes. The beginning, the beginning
of-a new era, is nowhere in gight in
the film. Only at the conclusion, in
a real Hollywood wind-up, is the
“hopeful” note sounded., The fare-
well letter of the dead Dr. Cochrane
to his young wife is read alond at
the foot of the Lincoln memorlal
The setting and the hope of the dead
man that soon the energy in a cup
of water will be. heatmg a home.
ete., ete., are supposed to convey the
iadmg that a new era of abundance
has started—as convincing as the
happy endings tacked on to most
Hollywood “problem” films.

Duke and Duchess of Windsor:

e i L B g i i 6D Lo 5

He Sacrificed EVERYTHING for Love!
We are not in the habit of quoting from Walter Winchell, but we
couldn’t resist his reprint from the Boston Globe on the case of the

"The Puke and Duchess of Windsor frcvel with a secrefury. a valet,
a-maid, 85 pieces" of luggage and a fortune in, cash. The Duke will pe
remembered as the monarch who gave up everything for love!"

From Norway

Trygwg |.ie is the Secrehry of the
United Nations. He is also torn be-
tween fhe pressuras. of the Anglq-
American and the Russian blocs in the
UN, balancing hlmseli ,perilously be-
tween these fuvql mpgrjollsfs At one
time bending before the one, at an-
other time, before the other. Yielding
fa the big. powers. or: the sfronger na-
tion has been an old habit with Lie.

Ope of the ﬁrsi‘ cnd mosi' gluring
q*qmplep ‘of flgi; oeeurred back in
1936, At thu} ﬂme. I.pcn Trnfsky had
found o haven in Norwuy. seeking fo
escape the human bounds of Stalin's
GPU. The Moscow Frnme-up Trials
were ihen going s‘l'ron unﬂ a horri-
ﬁpd world wuiched a splneless Nor-
wegiun governme"li' succum to Mos-
cow's demand for the expulsion of
Trotsky on the ground that he was a
murderer and 'hdd intervened in Nor-
wegtun pollﬂcs'

It goes wlfhouf suying. that Trolsky
demunded that Stalin extradite him
from Nnrwur—-—un act which would
have required a public hearing on the
:harges of the Russian secret pol!ce.
The frume-up artists o‘l Moscow dured
net make this demand. They knew
'Illuf their lies and frame-ups would
be ' exposed before the whole worid.
What is more, fhey didn't have to.

They succeeded in reuchiag out for
Trotsky through Trygve Lie, then Min-
ister of Justice of Norwuy. It was be
who forced the expulsion of Trohky
frqm that country, an act-. whi:h
showed the essential culpability of
the men. The following letter of Troi-
sky. o Lie describes how the Moscow
frame-up reached into Norway to
s!rllle at Stalin's most powerful op-
ponent, the. outstanding Marxist of

James Connolly - -

. (Continued from page 5)

The small -group within the ranks
of the Northern Ireland Labor Party
adhering to the “Back to Westmin-
ster” slogan objectively belong to
the same camp as. Commonwealth.
The “Back to Westminster” faction
starts. from 'the correct conception
that Stormont is a régime of excep-
tionalism; but apparently works on
the theory that under the benevolent
sway of.the British . Labor Govern-
ment,. seetarian animosity would die
away. However, the existence of a
reformist labor ‘government, whose
position. is bound to become precari-
ous, and whose. leaders in any ' case
willingly . - collaborate . with'  Tory
Unionism, is no guarantee against a
return to the pre-Stormont Carson-
ite era. The. capitalist Unionists de-
rive tl'a,elr strength not merely from
the existence of the Stormont Par-
liament. but from their social posi-
tioh and from partition and the spe-
¢ial powers maintained by successive
British governments, mcludmg the
present. Labor régime.. “Back to
Westminster” would perpetuate Irish
disunity and pmvent active partner-

ship between the workers of both

sides -around the program of the
workers’ ‘republic, which alone can
exorcise the specter of further sec-
tarian strife. o

The official labor leadership in the
North likewise adheres to a pro-par-
tition standpoint. Posing as labor
purists they dismiss the border ques-
tion as a “capitalist bogey!” To evade
the problem of the border means,
however, to accept the constitutional
status quo.
THE LABOR PARTIES

The Laborites rest their hopes on
the worker profiting from the Brit-

ish examples by returning Labor’

majorities on. both sides of the bor-
der. An enlightened Labor Ireland
would then,. presumably, settle the
question of partition amicable, in ac-
cordance with the expressed wishes
of the constituents.

% Unquestionably the swing to Labor
in- Brifain led to a strengthening of
the Lahor Party’s prestige in North-
ern ;reland but this can easily be
exaggerated. The British leftward
swing took place largely outside the
copsciousness of the .workers here.
The Lahor Government. was not
their creation and, as County Down
demonstrated, large masses of Prot-
estants remain hostile to it.

Nonetheless, the oppertunities of
the Irish Labor parties depend large-
ly. upon the fate of the present Brit-
ish government, which is now enter-
ing heavy weather., The “tragedy” of
Fabian socialism, wh:ch grew out of
the theory of a peaceful partnership
between the claSSes founded on mu-
tual prosperity, is that its advent to
power occurred not in the lush days
of imperialism but in the period of
capitalism’s, death agony.

Today, however, Britain has been
cast out :of the privileged circle of
nations. -United . States . competitive
supremacy, Bussia’s challenge on the
Continent, -the  Indian debacle, the
fuel crisis, the burden of miltarism,

g@éﬂd and Subscribe to
LABOR ACTION
and

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
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her outdated equipment and her new
status as a debtor nation are scale
wherein = to weigh « the dwindling
strength of imperial England.
However, the exposure of the bank-
ruptcy of the present ' leadership
would not necessarily. terminate the
Labor Party’s governmental career;
and, in any event, certainly would
not mean the end of the party as a
mass: warkmg class organization.
The emergenee: from within the
movement of. left - wing opposition
tendenmes revolutmnary or pseudo-
revolut:onary, 4is inevitable. Thus it
remains a likely.perspective that the
Labor parties,hasing themselves on
the left of the | British- movement,

will win a majority of the workers '

of the decmive urban eenters, though
the rural vote renders the prospect
of gaining majorities in the Parlia-
ments remote.

Arising out of the cataclysmm con-
ditions of erisis, such a shift to La-
bor would signify a revolutionary
state of mind among the workers.
However, to consummate the revolu-
tion would require a labor rank and
file trained in the program of Marx-
ism and in the spirit. of Connolly’s
tradition and a leadership altogether
different in quality from the present
dozing leaders.

The crying need of the hour is for
the development of a tendency with-
in the Labor parties basing itself on
the program of the “Workers' Re-
publie.” iy

our times.—Editors.)
L ]

To. Mr. Lie
*Minister of Justice, Oslo

Sir:

I HAVE always endeavored to com-
= ply with the conditions govern-
ing my stay in. waay, both in the
letter and in the spirit, at least as
I.understood them. It develops, how-
ever, that the Chief of the Central
Passport Office has interpreted these
conditions in quite a different man-
ner and as far as I am aware, his
111terpletat10n is approved by you,
the Mmlster As 1 am deeply con-
cerned in further enjoying for my-
sqlf and my Wlfe the favor of the
Norwegian mstltut!ons, ‘I would be
prepared to accept this mterp}eta-
tioh of the condltlons of which I
was not made aware’ befme my com-
ing to Norway if I could get the con-
vietion that this new mtergretatiqn
ceuld ‘be reconclled with my dlgmty
as a human being and as a writer.
I can only sign what I have clearly
undertake‘to fulfill.

According to the Chief of the
Central Passport Office, who, inci-
dentally, when I came into the coun-
try, gave me a somewhat hostile in-
terview without waiting for any ac-
tion of any. kind on my part, my ac-
tivities are to be confined solely fo

“hlstor:cal wnrks and' general theo- -

retical essays which are not dimcted
agamst any countly

“How am: I to-interpret this limi-
tat.lhn‘! Is for ‘example’ my autobi-
ography a general theoretical essay
or. 4 topical political work? Three
weeks ago I wrote a detailed anal-
ysis-of the development of the Soviet

Leon Ti-otsky as He Appeared on Arrival in Mexico

Union. T myself am compelled to
pass Judgment now. I have the im-
pression that this work contributes

no small service to-social science. On

the other hand, this work, hy the
mere concrete analys:s of fact is di-
rected against the rulmg bureau-
cratic caste which is contmumg to
exploit the people economically and
suppress it politically. Is it really
possible in a democratic country to
accept the stricture that a Chief of
the Passport Office may decide
whether this work is only scientifie
or also politically topical?

'I'HE CASE bl‘-‘ MARX

I could guote an :ncomparah]y
greater and more worthy example.
My great teacher and master, Karl

arx, wrote a book called “Capital.”
I try to imagine for a moment that
the Chief of the Passport Office or
any other authority had to decide
whether this grandiose work was
only scientific or whether it also had
a topical political character. The de-
cision would not be easy to make for

- this work built upon: the granite

foundations of science is illustrated
by thousands of tepical examples
and has as a whole today far greater
political importance thdn on ‘the day
of its appearance, It is nota; cmnq\z-

“dénce that the whple sty uggle of re-

action, of the official and unofficial
type, -is directed agamst Marxxsm
and Marxists,

The Chief of the Passpmt Office
reproaches me for an article in
whieh I took the position that the
struggle in France could only end
with.a vietory for military reaction
or with tie building of Soviets. Per-
haps I am mistaken in my analysis.
In any case I attribute to.this anal-
ysis a thoroughly scxentlﬁt: chara(.-
‘ter. The article in questwn appeared
in, the universally known bourgeois-
democratic American journal “The
Nation,” If I had written an article
in which T explmned theoretically
the general advantages of an autp-

‘eratic regime over democracy, would

this. article have been disapproved
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by the Chief of the Passpnrt Office?
Unfortunately, this question is not
yet clear to me, especially after the
visit I had today from the Chief of
the Passport Office.

The declaration demanded of me
includes also a promise “not to al]ow
myself to be interviewed by any Nor-
weglan or foreign journalists.” Dur-

ing the whole of my stay in Norway

up to the last days I have given only
one”smgle interview, that is to the
editor of Arbeiderbladet, and this,
Sir, in your own plesence and -even
with you kindly taking part, which
even now I appreciate., You may
perhaps recall that I personally
tried to avoid even this single inter-
view in order to provoke as little
noise and sensation as possible in
connectmn with my name.

LIE'S DEMOCRACY =

But now the situatioh is diffeérent.
I'have been accused by the Judlclal
authorlues in Moscow of bemg the
organizer of terl orist ‘acts. The
whole world press is deali ling with
ihts hlstorlcal trial. If you, as _Min-
ister of Justlce, or the authorities
controlled by you, or the Norweglan
government deem it possible or like-
ly that T have mlsused my sojourn

in Norway or anywhere else for this .

kmd of actlvmy, I expect immedi-
ately a warrant for my arrest. I de-
sire nothing else, but to have the

"opprtumty to brmg into ‘the hght of

day, before an open Jud1c1a1 forum,
this monstrous crime of the GPU
and of the powers behind it. But if
the Norwegian authorit;es deem it
1mp0531h1e to interfere in this mat-
ter, they have the duty—I repeat
the elementary duty, which. is not
nece«%arlly even a demoecratic one—
to allow me complete liberty to tell
the truth to the whole world by the
means at my m&nndual ‘digposal,
The prm‘c]pal means of informing

‘public opinion is t}}rough the press.

To refrain from bringing me to trial
before a Norweglan court and at the
sane time to rob me of the poss:b11~
ity to appeal to public opinion on a
question that concerns myself, my
son, my whole political past and my
political honor would mean to trans-
form the right of asylum into a trap
and to allow free passage to the
executioners and slanderers of the
GPU.

Tht.se are the reasons whlch make

it lmpussﬂ)!e for me to fulfill the de-

mand of the Chief of the Central
Passpm.t Office to sign the declara-
tion ‘which he ha presented to me
w:thout drawing the attention of the
p;overnment and of public opinion in
ad\eance to the unfore&eeable conse-
quences of such action for the moral
existence of myself and my family.
LEON TRQTSKY.
Norway #
August 26, 1936
e
"Note: At the urgent request of the

Minister of Justice this letfer was
not published as originally intended.
All copies. were foreibly removed
from Trotsky’'s secretaries. By
chance, one copy had already been
sent abroad, giving us the gppor-
tunity—after considerable delay—of
bringing the document before the
public.

ERWIN WoLFE,

JEAN VON HEIJENOORT,

Seeretariés to Leon 'fmtsky
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Capitalism
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“ AKRON

Write to Box 221 for informatlon.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 West Preston St

Meetings of Socialist Youth League .

held every Friday at § pm.

Public forums are held second Fri=
day of edach month,

For details of Workers
branch, contact above address.

BUFFALO R
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO.
LABOR ACTION 1501 w. Hm‘lllah.
3nd floor, Chicago

Telephone—CHEsapeake 5798
OfMce hours: 3-6:80 p.m. daily, ex-

Party

‘cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
' day eveninus, _

CLEVELAND

The Clevelend branch of the Work-

o era Party meets every Sundu.y at

&

.-:" at 8:00 p.m.

i

to Bernard Douglas, P.

'DETROIT -

*Room 10;

- 8:00 p.m,
" The Cleveland br'x.neh of the Social-

¢ 1st Youth Ledgue meets every Friday

information, write
0. Box 1190,

IFor additional

Mleveland 3, Ohio.

HEADQUARTERS: (841 Gratiot,
Telephone: Phaza 5559,
Write or phone for information on
clags in  “Political History of the
Warkers Party."”
Local branch

of Socialist Youth

e ‘I cague at:same address.

"ACTION,

., LOS. AHGELES

New Headquarters address: LAB(JR
3314 So. Grand, Los An-
geles 7.

TEL.: Richmond 7-3280_ (if no an-

" BWer, phone AX 2-9067).

Office hours: 2 to 5 p.m. daily except

-‘Sundpy,

'LOUISVILLE

For. other intormatlon regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
.and Workers Party — Write Robert ~

_Du’ra:nt. Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

- NEWARK

is P ;. Wednesday—12 to 3

I-!EADQUA.RTERS 248 ‘Market 'St.
OF.‘E‘ICEI HOURS: Tuesday—38 to
p. m.;
Saturda:v—s to 4 p. m,

Forums every Friday a,t 8 JO pm

" at Labor-Action Hall, 248 Market Bt.:

“until 6 p.m.

NEW YORK CITY

CITY (‘ENTD'R 114 West l-lth st.,
third floor. Open every day from w
a.m. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday

Tetephone CHelgsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH:

Meets ‘every

TO unger-

‘The American Committee for Eu-

" ropéian Workers Relief last week &an-

nouriced that it had'started cabling
‘telief ‘packages to hungér - stricken

“ 'Gérmany. Since it is now apparent

. | If ',YlJll can give us this support, please send - all contrlbutlens (in
the form of food, clothing and ‘morey. ‘donations) toius-at the address
given below, We will take ¢are of seeing to it that these contributions
of .yours 2 reaeh those who need them most of. all.

] 'AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR Eunorém WORKERS nmer
_‘i' 130, West 23rd Street

" sending,

that the food C‘K‘lsls in ‘Germiany will

“last for many months it is making a
. spécial appeal for contributions so
. that it may inc¢rease the volume'of

parcel post packages it has been

!

Excerpts from letters- receweﬁ re-
¢ cently from the h!l.ng'er zones of Ger-

many are as foilowa‘ from Hamburg,
a worker writes that the packages he

‘Francisco Bay area write:

Thursday at 8:15 pm. at Wilkins
Hall; 1330 Wilkins Ave, Bronx.
HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workéers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106,
CENTRAL BRANCH Meets every

'Wedneaday 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
-Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,

third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH Meets every

. Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers

Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t.,
third floor. R )

Industrinl Branch meets Thursday
at 8:30 p.m. at City Center, 114 W,
14th St. .

Brooklyn Downtown Branch meets
every Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at 276
I‘ulton Street, second floor.

_BROOKLYN BROWNSVILLE, EA.HT
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m., at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-

“kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE; Meeta
every . Fr:ds.y at 8:15 p.n. at the

Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.
READING

For .information regarding the ac-

. tivities: and -affairs of the Reading

Branch 0f the. Workers Party ad-
dress: P. 0 Box 1671

i’HILADELPPlIA

HEADQUARTERS: 11339 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd -door).

Workers Party Branch meets Wed-
nesdays at 8 p.m,

Coming ~ events at Labor Action
Hall, 1139 Wesat Girard Avenue:

BUNDAY, June 15—Workers Party
pignie, Pennypack Pa:k Foxchase,
Phll']dL]phlﬂ .

Labor Action Forums every alter-
nate Friday evning at 8:15 o'clock.

.Some ‘scheduled topies:

Juge 13—Crisis in Coal.

June 27—Symposium on FEPC.
Jul\,r 11—The Future of PAC.
Miarxist Discussion (n‘uup Forums

every I]t?]l‘lalt, Friday evening at
8:156.

June 6 — Philosophical Trends in
Literatur.. -

~ ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corhnt
Avemle, University (,sty 14. :

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
For information on the actiyities

of .the, Workers Party in the San

LABOR

ACTION, - 466 Tenth St., Room 208,

Oakland: 1T, Calif.

SEATTLE
Write to P. O. Box 29, Unliversity
Post Office, for information.

Fer ln‘formb.tton of Workers ‘Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed .above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y.

received “prove that in spite of 12
‘years ‘of Nazi' terror-the feeling of
iriternational ‘solidarity 'is" alive and
We Gérmah workers are’ not ‘alone
in our struggle for the final estab-
llshmeh‘f of peate in’ the world. We
will never slacken in this stmggle

' Another létter ‘from Hamburg
states: “The package is doubly use-
ful to me bécause of my 72- year-old
mether After two 'severe operations
in Navember and Fébruary, she has

_contracted hunger edema due to the

lack of healthful food. You can well
1magme how happy we were under

European working class funilly?

New York 11, N. Y.

ACEWR :
130 West 23rd Street
New York 11, u. Y.

food packages

. Will you &nderiuhe fo Iselp us sehd ma mu! cloihlug regulurly to a

Will you support the: AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURZO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its campaign to bring help in the
1 form of food and clothing to families of European soclallsts, anti-
i 4  Nazi and labor ﬁghters?

Remember! $10 will enable us to send .a 21-pound CARE Food
Package to a European Working Class Family.

I am ready to help a Euroﬂeun fmmly dl:ring ﬂle coming moMlls.
| am sending the following con‘lrlbuflcn' LN S I S O S

2. NGEEE  oovvcnipsoomisosmihossimssemnisiapsossisshins Mosas et sases
KAERE .o oo A T By L A o i it

B, coirassdsonsistensismesmsspsasiiassinisisssniniigessias IOMIE St S

W

i

-—-----—:In-}thg packages

si’lh,,...'.:‘.‘...........,....... .

- “from- the Cafe

Answer fhe Taft- Hafﬂey Bil
yor Offensive

Wlf

(Conhm‘ted from page 1)

No distiriction ‘can be made between
members of Congress who had been

‘elected by labor and those who had

been ‘opposed by labor. With insig-
nificant exceptions, they all acted in
concert and alike It is significant
that congressmen who were elected
by the efforts of labor, by the efforts
of the PAC and the CIO, fell in be-
hirid two of the most réactionary men
in Congress: Taft and Hartley.

In this Taft-Hartley Bill, the mem-
bers of Congress attempted to cover
up what they really meant by the
free flow of commerce and the pro-
tection of commerce. The bill creates
once again the myth ' of equality of
capital and labor, or the myth that
such equality can be established -in

a capitalist society. According to the

protagonists of this legislation, labor.
‘had been favored during the New
Deal against the employers. Now it is
time to even things up, to produce
an equitable balance:between labor
and capital. According to its propo-
nents, what the Taft-Hartley Bill
does is to bend the rod the other
way so as to remove ineguities which
had developed under the New Deal.
This is not the only myth which
this bill seeks to spread. It attempts
to establish the belief once again
that the government is neutral and
sits calmly and impartially above the
conflict between capital and labor.

SLYI;.Y WORDED

The bill goes furthér in its myth-
making and in distortion of the facts
of capitalism and capitalist society.
Great concern is expressed for the
rights of labor and all the workers.
Colléctive bargaining and the right
to organize are exalfed. The attempt
is made in the wording of the bill
to make workers believe that the
framers and supporters of the bill
are really concerned with the right
of labor to collective bargaining and
the right to 'organiZe. They want to
malke labor believe that there is real
concern in Congress for the protec-
tion of labor.

This is not the case, however, and
no worker should be deluded. This
bill is a direct frontal attack on la-
bor in the interest of the big manu-
facturers, bankers and processors.
The bill is so worded that it can be
used for all manner of purposes not
expressly stated in the act. It is open
to almost any interpretation which a
government agency or a court may

’ermany

these' circumstances to receive your
package. It means for my mother
that her life was saved.” From the
industrial - Ruhr: “I wish to inform
you that I have received your fine
package. It arrived in good condition.
You have no idea what a great help
stich ‘good packages are for us in
these times, which “are steadily wor-
séning. 'Many thanks to you and to
all those who contributed to this: I
spenit hine year, beginning in 1935,
as a political prisonér in jail #nd
concentration camps - (Esterwege,
Shchsenhausen and Oranienburg). I
simply add this for your 1nforma-
tion.”

A woman in the Ruhr writes: “Only
today am I able to thank you for
your wonderful package. I received
it in the begﬁlmﬁg of February but
was confined to my béd by illness
and I was not ‘able to ‘write. Now

. the good ‘contents of the package are

helpihg me to improve my health
fast. It is a great joy ‘to know-that
‘thete ‘are friends abroad who help
s in our misery in Germany.”

The New York chapter of the
ACEWR 'announced that the profit
Inteinationale héld
May 17 is already slightly over $400
with someé rthoney yet to come in.

Stuccessful benefit showings “of mo-’

vies' were held by the Newark and
‘Los Angeles chapters of the ACEWR.
The ‘final tally ' on “these affalrs has’
not: yet ‘béen’ received.

The food crisis in Europe will con-
tinue ‘throughout the summer. "Ger-

mén workers whose.wages do not al-
low them to buy foodstuffs on the

" ‘black market” will find "it impossible

#o feed their families on the official
r‘aﬁon‘_- Former ‘cohcentration camp
‘prisonérs Wwhose health has been de-

_stroyed by as many. as ten years of

dimprisoriment and torture will speéd-
ily :succumb to tuberculosis and other
diseaSes unless you act to prevent 'it.
Make a donation today, no matter

‘how ‘small. All money ordef's and

checks 'should ‘be sent to the Amer-
ican ‘Corimittee .for European Work-
érs Relief, 130 West 23rd Street, New

- ¥ork 11, N. Y. Please note the change *

of ‘address and help the starving
wdrkers of Europe todéy

“For @ Price List of Hurxls‘l
Literature in English and
Other Languagés Available
Trough Labor Achon Book
Service, Write to s
LABOR ACTION
-4 Court Square’ -
‘Long Istaird City 1, N. Y.
X :
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wish to give it. It is slyly worded
with an eye toward escaping wveto
by the Man from Missouri as he looks
ahead to 1948.

Also, the scoundrels who wrote

this- bill and voted for it were. con-
cernéd about the reaction of labor.
They wanted to please their capital-
ist ‘masters. But at the same time they
know that labor in the U. 8. is not
in the habit of maintaining a perma-
nent retreat, The framers therefore
exercised a little caution and an
abundance of tricks and sly phrases
and ‘ostensible concern for the rights
of all the people.
* Herein lies one of the dangers of
this bill. The final version is “not so
bad as the House bill,” “We did not
include all.the things the emnloyers
wanted.” Also, the bill sets up a
procedure which is exiremely com-
plicated. All of the following gov-
ernment entities will have a hand
in the settlement of labor-industry
disputes, in one way or other, at one
time or other. A National Labor Re-
lations Board, a Mediation Service,
the Secretary of Labor, a “Labor-
Managément”™ Committee, a Board
of Inquiry, the President, the Bureau
of Labor Statistics and tho Federal
Courts.

A POLITICAL ATTACK:

What “does this bill actually do?
What does it forbid? A sixty-day no-
tice must be given of intention to
end or seek the change of a contract.
Contracts ‘must remain in' full force
during the sixty-day period. Unions
(or employers) are reguired to give
the new Mediation Service thirty
days’ notice of intention to termi-
nate or seék to change the confract.
Workers striking during the sixty-
day period will lose all rights under
the act. Unions must file financial
reports, giving all expenditures for
salaries and allowances for the three
principal officers, as well as of dues
and initiation fees.

A nmun can have no rights under
the act until each of its officers has
filed an affidavil swearing that he or
she is not a member of the Commu-
nist (Stalinist) Party and does mnot
believe in the' violent overthrow 'of
the government. Workers should

look at this provision of the act, for:

what it is and fiot get trapped into
‘the belief that this section is today,
6r will remain] directed at the pres-
ent Stalinist organization. It is, in
practice, directed at the Stalinists
today and for wery practical reasons:
it is Russia aghinst which the U. S.
prepares for war. In order, however,
to carry out Ahe long-term motiva-
‘tions of thée @E it “will'be Véry easy
for this or some future capitalist
Congress to amend the act fo include
union officers ‘'who are members of
any non-capitalist party: a militant
labor party or an “American” revo-
lutionary party.

This section ‘of the Act should be
related to the provisions against po-
litical contributions or EXPENDI-
TURES to a political party in na-
tional elections by “any corporation
whatever, or any labor organization.”
This restriction includes a primary
election, or a political convention or
caucus. This means that if labor
formed a labor party, the unions
could not make contributions to their
own party. Not only this, but even
today, when there is no lapor party,
the unions, for instance, are re-
strained from making expendifures
in behalf of a candidate for a na-
tional office. The term “caucus” can
be interpreted in such a way that
unions would be forbidden fo make
contributions to or expenditures for
the PAC.

This is the kind of measure that
the *“enemies” and the .“friends” of
labor alike have concocted for labor
while labor’s bureaucrats have been
busy doing nothing.

The whole ‘bill is a political at-
tack on labor by the capitalist ruling
class. It is a political attack becanse
this bill is an attack by the whole

-

caplta,llst. class, as a class, against
the “Workets'4s a ‘class. Tt attempts
to stifte the wurklng class in The par-
liaméntary arena and on the eco-
nomic field. p

The bill bans the closéd Shop. The
union and the employer canriot make
an' agreement for a “union sectirity”
clause  until after a special NLERB-
conduéted vote in the union on ‘this
specific question, This is an addi-
tional requirement to the -onme al-
ready existing that the union must
have won an election in the plant.
This is not all, however; affer one
year a mmorlty /group in the union
may secure a new vote and have the
opportunity’ to upset the union se-
curlty ,agreement

A RAID ‘ON LABOR

Check-off is confined to dues and
can be Used only in cases where the
individual employee has given con-
sent 'in writing. The bill Will create
groups of splinter bargammg units.
Collective bargaining cannot be es-
tablished by the simple ‘device of
employees voting their pre?erences
The union must satlsfy all the teeh-
mca]lty reqmrements in connectlon
with reports. The bill wﬂl permit
the existence of company unions and
guaxantees that they will 'have a
place on the’ ballot at, electlon

The Taft-Hartley Bill _eliminates

the Norrls-l.aﬂuardia Act and au--
thorizes the’ use of m]unehoqs. EVen .

the new NLRB may ‘issiie restraining
orders agamst the union Employ-
ers are given, free rein te rald union
treasuries. Employers may sue the

union in any federal ﬂistrict where ~

{he union has officers or agents.

This whole bill is a raid; a raid on
the security of labor by the capxtahst
ruling class through its hirelmgs in
the government at Washmgton If thls
bill becomes law and the unions
abide by the provisions of the bill,
labor will be back where it was fifty
yeals ago.-_— LR
UNION LEADERS’ ROLE

Bill ‘Gréen, Phil Murray and, the
other labor bureaucrats should think
a little. They have béen talking a
great deal of nonsense about "slave
labor,” “‘destroying the unions.” and
“breaking up the unions.’ This way
of characterizing the Taft- Harﬂey
Bill is the sheerest stup;dlty The bill
does not destroy the unions. If it
passes, the unions will bé as big as
they are now, they will be legal,
they will have the right te strike,
every worker will still have the right
to “withhold his labor” whénever he
gees fit: That is, ‘all the forms are
preserved ) AN
. Many workers will' feel that’
provisions on, "nnmn democracy
are a good thing. All workers who
believe this way will not be reac-
tionary workers. 'I‘hey wﬂl be some-
what backward, but_all of them will
not be reactionaries. _They ' know
that the labor muwement is greatly
in need of far more internal democ-
racy. Their weakness is that they do
not understand. that nnion ‘democ-
racy cannot be established by the
reactionary - capitalist govemment
but only by the workers themselves,
in a struggle against their own union
bureaucracy.

Gréen, Miurray and Co. are stupid
because they do not 'understand or
do not “want to understand that the
‘capitalist rul'in'g class of today does
not “desire to’ “destroy” ‘the unions.
They -only ‘want to get exactly what
the Hart-Hartley Bill ‘grants them:

the right to keep the labdr movement-

in the anfe-room, to malke it subject
‘to peériodic injunction ‘proceedings,
to have thé government and its vari-’
ous laborr boards take over in ‘effect
what i5'a managerial furction in ‘re-
Tation' to the unions, to ‘get the 1un-
fong in such ‘Position that they ecan
#ake no furthér progréss toward be-
¢oming genume claks 0‘Pgamzatiohs
It is -to this cbnéunﬂmat‘lon ‘that the
Greernis and the Murrays ‘have made
and are still Mmaking a most traitor-
ous contribution.

Phlﬂy Unionists Come to Ruﬂy

(1.5 s

Get Noihmg but Empty Rﬁbforc

PHILADELPHIA — One thousand
CIO unionists turned out at Town
Hall, Monday, May 23, for a rally
aimed at stopping the passage of the
Taft-Hartley bill. Fully two-thirds
left the hall before the third speaker,
Jack Kroll, of CIO-PAC, finished his
address at 10:45. Insignificant as
it is, the evening’s sole accomplish-
ment was the signing of petitions
11:1 gipg Pregident Truman to veto the
ill.

The principal speakér of the eve-
ning was Mrs. Helen Douglas, Dem-
ocratic Congresswoman from Cali-
fornia, widely touted as one of the
few pro-labor representatives ‘'in
Washington. By comparison, her
voting record may be good. But the
damage done at. the rally by the
Congresswoman's afldress cannot ‘be
overestimated. For over an hour she
gave'one of the poorest exhibitions
of public speaking ever witnessed in
the city’s long history. The speech
simply had no substance, no conti-
nuity, and no appeal. The few
points which were discernible hinged

around “the small numbér of sur-

,vivors of New Deal Dentocrats,” “the

Hartley-Taft bill puts the unions on
fhe defensive,” and’ the 'ékpressed
wigh that “iwe should all learn- by
this bitter ex;ie'i'len'ce ? Né
Mrs. Douglas’ heart is'in- the right
place but ‘her Eontribition ‘to the
rally was entirely on the fegative
side.

The CIO spekesmen, ‘Harry Boyer,
chairman ‘of the 'Pennsylva,nia State
CIO Council, and Jack Kroll; na-
tional chairman of ‘the PAC, were
just as vague ‘and almost as boring
as the main speaker. They altérnate-
ly stated that the anti-labor leglsla-
tion meant fascism in Amel ica and
would destroy - the .unions, a&nd in
the next sentence ‘that the wnions
would not only survive ‘Bt actually
grow stronger and tinited in the face
of the opposition. Only. once wasg a’
real solutlon brought, forth, ‘“{o put
forward some real politica ﬁci‘.len in

1948.” Even this statement by J fck

Kroll was more in the natute of a
plea to revive the already half-dead
PAC.

The reaction: of the 'audiefnee in
léaving the meeting ‘hall was. only
what could be reasonably expected.

doubt -

By F'ﬁANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA — The sym'pesiu'm.
*Marxism  ahd Science,” held ‘on
May 25 in Labor Action Hall, stimu-
lated ‘a large amount of interest in
the practical and philosophieal as-
pects ‘of the relationship of modérn
elenee and of dialectical materihl-
ism.' Despite uncomfortable weather
¢onditions, the audience listened. at-
tenhvely while three guest speakers
spoke briefly on specific phases of
the -general subject.

~ After thé formal presentations the
speakers answered as many as pos-
sible. of the questions which were
asked from the floor. The number of
questions ‘and the interest of the au-
‘diefice made it necessary for the Phil-
adelphia Branch of the Workers Par-
ty to'consider placing on its agenda
of autumn activity a moré com-
plete treatment of the relationship.of
Marxism and science.

PREPARE BIBLIOGRAPHY

“The invited speakers for the sym-
posiuth, Frank Carner; Isadere Dint-
zis ‘and’ Walter ‘Grey, were all active-
1y ‘enig’p;ed in the field of Science as
teachérs and engineers. They were
caréful to point out that, because of
the limited time, the difficult nature
of the gu‘b;ect and their own limited
ability and experierces, only the sur-
face of the subject could be touched
upon in ‘one evening.

~ Prior to the symposium, an out-
Jine of discussion and bibliography
hid been mailéd to those who signi-
fied an interest in attending. This
p‘rUceduI‘e proved tcl be quite help-
ful.

* The three subdlwswns of the sym-
posmm were: The Scientific Method,
The Dialectical Approach and The
Social Backgrounds of ‘Science. The
first was a necessary introduction to
acquaint some of the audience with
the Immal as'pects of gathering seci-
enhﬁc knowledge while the Ilatter
two were of gr eater interest to Marx-
ists, as was shown by the far greater
response from the audience in the
question period.

SCIENTIFIC METHOD

The first speaker stressed that al-
though the ten &spects of the scien-
tific ‘method' which he subsequently
disctisged were known for many cen-
tlirigs, it was only in the progressive
period of capitalism that they had

Philadelphia Forum
‘Hears Speakers on
Marxnsm and Sc:ence

been welded into a emgle entity—
that is, that capitalism created the
scientific’ method. In discussing -and
illustrating his ten -aspects, Mr. Car-
ver pointed out that only two—obs
servations and treatment of data—are
presented adeguately in the ~schools
and. eolleges. Many scientists are un-
aware of the roles played by the
hypothesis, abstraction, deduction,
and induction and are ‘even unaware
of the nature of scientific law. Nat-
ural law is fundamentally a descrip-
tion arrived at scientifically and has
no juridical status, that is, ‘the law
does not force nature to behave in
a prescribed manner.

* In treating the application of the
scientific method to political econ-
omy, the speaker postulated that un-
der -a socialist economy, teehmques
would be developed that would move
science ahead in the social field at
least the rate at which capitalism has
promoted natural sciences. .

Mr. Dintzis opened his treatment

" of dialectics with a historical survey .,

of the development of the concept
stressing: particularly the contribu-
tions of Marg, in Capital and Engels
in Anti-Diihring, Fuerbach and Dia-
lectics of  Nature. Three 1mportant
assumptions are” at” the roots of the
dialecticHl “approach: hature is prl-
mary, the ‘world is ‘& tomplex of pro-
cesses, not fally Tashioned ‘objécts,

and the universe has & hlstory Wwith-
out 'd beginning or an end. ‘Dintzis
enumerated ' the three laws)'of dia=-
le'DtICS ‘s - presenitéd by Tnpels and -
gave illustrations “from mederh sei-
encé’ which made the apparently
mystical terms of ‘qguantity -‘into
quality,” “interpenetration of om:ro—
sites” and “negation of the négation”

much more ¢oncrete to the- audience
Scidntists ‘were urged to Use con-
sciously the dialectical approach in
the laboratory in érder fo -integrate
themselves ‘with their. work. -,

The last speaker, Waltér Grey, cov-
ered very adequately the' social! as-
pects - of science. He showed how
s¢ience ‘'could not reach fruition un-
til a social order, capltallsm darose
which needed to extend and enlarge

i the productive techniques by me-

chanical and other scientific inven-
tions. Relying on a Marxian analysis,
he shéwed the relationship of science
to Marx’s four ‘factors, thé ‘“modes
of production,” i.e., human labor; ‘so-
¢ial relations, raw materials andin-
struments of labor.

(Continued from page 1)
' by the President’s Advisory Com-
mittee. I
Highlights of - this all-embracing

prnglam nther
are: -

1y Unfﬁcuiaon of the urmed forces
whf:‘ll woild be prépared for “long
rcnge opercﬂons of great destructive
power i

2) Establishment of a “national sci-
énce foundation" which would direct
its knowledge and enerﬁles toward

"providing po-lenl new instrumentali-
ties of warfare.”

It is this objectively written pomt
which is perhaps the most calloused
expression of an imperialist world
gone mad. A world where scientific
progress loses its socially progres-
sive character as it inereasingly be-
comes an intimate and exclusive in-
strument of a destructive war ma-
ehme

" 3) Andustrial mobilization. The sum-

-than eenseription

mury letter stresses the need for ap- -

plying, America's industrial apparatus
to the needs of an atomic war. De-
ceniruhm“on of industries and con-
s‘iruchoﬂ of underqround factories as
su%eiy measures against atom bomb
attacks are proposed.

Under this plan for the total mo-
bilization of industry for war, a con-
certed effort to regiment labor and

break the back of the union move- .

ment is implied. The union struggle
for better working conditions can-
not be reconc:‘!ed with a program to
completely reorganize American in-
dustry “to mateh the production needs
of a war economy. This program
cannot afford -to brook the interfer-
ence of an organized working force
ﬁghtmg to better its standard of
living. ®

The plan for industrial war ho-

bilization is a direct challenge to
labor.

NEW WAR A-COMING

The Advisory Committee deesn’t :
evén -attempt an estimate of their .
program’s cost. Aecording to them
the ‘expense is so “staggéring”- that
it can only bz viéwed “with horror,”
and is tdo great to be calculated.
But why worry over such trifles?
The cost will come out of the pockets
of the working people.

_ The commission makes little pre-
tense about the ability of the Umted
Nations or other such frauds to
peaceably solve the imperialist con- -
flict betweéen Ametrica and Russia,
‘On the contrary the report has as
its point of departiire the very hlgh
degree of probability of an atomic
war between four and-ten years.

Without so much ‘as a ‘verbal blush
the commission warns the nation
that an atomie attack is -quite pos-
sible after 1955 and pmceeds to give
a graphic plcture of the destruction .
that m:ght follow = 24-hour “sneak
attack.

This is a confessien of capltailst

bankruptey and hypoemsy The same.
committee members and the capital-.
ist class they represent were the
very forces which promised a higher,
peaceful civilization if ‘only the
“war-loving nations” were crushed
in the Second World War.
_ That war ended in a decisive vic-
toiy of the Allied “peace-loving na-
tions” two" years ago, but instead of
the promised “new world,” the ‘capi-
talist politicians are- stretehing ‘ev-
ery muscle in an ‘armaments ‘race
which can only be consummated in
a civilization- destromng atomic war
if not put.to a halt by the decisive.
action of the labor movement.

to me, for $1.00.
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From a Fori-hcommg Pamphlet on the Sfruggle Against Jim Crow by Ernest Rice McKinney

June 9, 1947

We Want to Be Free in a Free Country, in - Free World.... -

In the second paragraph of the’'
Declaration of Independence one may
read the following words:. “We" hold
these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with

* certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit 'of Happiness.” The 14th
Amendment to the Constitution pro-
claims: “No state shall make or en-
force any law which shall abridge

" ‘any privileges or immunities of eiti-
-7ens of the United States, nor shall
any state deprive any person of life,
liberty or property without due proe-
ess of law, nor deny to any person

o within its jurisdiction the equal pros
tection of the laws.” This was fol-
Jowed by the 16th Amendment which
provides that: “The right of citizens
of ‘the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the

. UUnited States or by any state on ac-
count of race, color or previous con-
dition of servitude.”

‘That is what the Declaration of In-
dependence says and that is what the
Constitution of the United States’
says. But, we who are Negroes do

not need anybody to tell us that every

line and every provision as set forth
in the Declaration of Independence,

-+ ERNEST RICE McKINNEY -
. National Secretary, Workers Party

the Constitution and the laws made
by the Congress. at- Washington have
been and are violated in the case of
thie Negro. Instead of the policy set
forth in the Constitution and the law
and the Declaration of Independence,
the Government at Washington, the
Sfutp governments, public institutions
and business; are guided rather by the
declaration of Chief Justice Taney, in
the Dred Scott Decision: "A Negro

* has ho rights. which a‘white man is
bound to respect.”

-We who are Negroes know that
ot only are we denied equal protec-
tion of the law but the right to “Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-

-ness.,” We know that our right to
vote is “denied and abridged.” No
* matter how patiently they try to
make it appear that this is done be-
cause we can’t interpret some state
conatitution, we know that it is done
“on' account of .race,” or “color.”
Every Negro knows that he is seg-
reggted, . hounded,
lynched. We know that we are in-
sulted, degraded and Jim Crowed.
. This - happens everywhere in this
country In New York City and At-
*+ lanta, Georgia. In Seattle, Washing-
" ton and Charleston, South Carolina.

In the nation’s capital, at Washing- .

ton; and in the capital of Mississippi,
at Jackson. We are Jim-Crowed in
the departments of the Federal Gov-
‘ernment _just as in the government
of the State of Texas. The Tal-
madg‘es, Bilbos and Eastlands de-
mand “white supremacy” in Georgia
and Mississippi while the Roosevelts,
Trumans, Deweys and Tafts enforce
© “white. supremacy” in the national
government, in the military service
and in the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties.

We are not treated as human be-
ings; North, South, East or West. If
we go for a'job we get the hard and
dl;lv labor. If we want to rent a
hcuse. we are directed to the cabins
in “the field, the shanties across the
tracks and the slum areas of the great
cities. 1f 'we are hungry we are told:
" "we do not serve colored people,” or

"wa will serve you in the -kitchen."

When we go to the theater, if we are

admitted at all, we are told that Ne-
- groes must sit in the gallery. In the

hospifals the policy. is, "white people
. first,”
" The education of our children is
postponed until after the cotton is
plcked or until a new “white” school
is built. Then the Negro children get
the old ramshackle bmldmg. “Jus-
tice” in the courts, for us, is likely
to be determined by the color of the
person who accuses us or who is ac-
‘cused by us. If a white man accuses

"~ us or we accuse a white ‘man, justice .
+is not blind, but on the side of the

white man. If only Negroes are in-
volved, then “justice” can be deter-
mined by the flip of a coin.

THE PROBLEM IS: HOW
END DISCRIMINATION?

This is enough. I could go on, and
so-could you, with this recital .of
humiliation, degradation, intimida-
tion, pious hypoerisy, terror and
Jim Crow. You know exactly what I
am talking about. You and I have
been through these things. We did
not haye to read it in the daily pa-
pers. We have been unwilling actors

~clubbed and.

We print below excerpts from a pamphlet on the Negro Question
and the struggle against Jim Crow written by Ernest Rice McKinney,
national secretary of the Workers Party, and soon to be published by
the Workers Party., Comrade McKinney has completed the pamphlet, °
which in our opinion is the finest written on the subject, and is now
making final editorial revisions. We have indicated breaks in the text
of the pamphlet by "bullets."” Readers will understand that the continuity
of the pamphlet was disrupted in excerpting, for we have not added
transitions, The sections as they appear below are parts of larger
sections which discuss the Negro's status, his relation to the wurking
‘class movement and his place in the socialist movement.

in this miserable and inhuntan

drama. We didn’t need' to wait for-

the belated and weak utterances of
the “inter-racial” committees. There
is nothing much that you and I ecan
learn from the sermons’' preached
during “Brotherhood Week.” We
heard these sermons even during the
days of slavery from the stall pro-

.vided for us in the church balcony.

Yes, this is enough for you and
for me. If this hooklet were for
white people primarily, I  would
have to say a great deal more. More
explanation and detail would be nec-
essary. Lots of white people really
don’t know much about these things.
I am not talking about the hypo-
crites and the liars among the white
people, who do know, There are, for
instance, thousands of white workers
who do not understand the situation
with the Negro in the United States.
There are hundreds of thousands of
white workers, in the North, who are
really surprised at the plight and
the condition of the Negroes in the
South. But we are not addressing
ourselves to them right now. This
booklet is directed to Negroes pri-
marily; to all Negroes.

There is one thing we have to ad-
mit right at the beginning. There is
a  Negro problem in the United
States. I have heard both white peo-
ple and Negroes say that there is no
Negro problem. “It is really a white
problem,” they say. While I can un-
derstand what these people are at-
tempting to support, you and I cer-
tainly cannot agree with this anal-
ysis. What the people mean, who
hold this point of view, is that if the
white people would let Negroes
alone, or treat them just like other
people are treated, there would be
no Negro problem. But this is ex-
actly what the problem is: how can
white people be persuaded to stop
diseriminating against’ Negroes, to
stop segregating us and to stop
lynching us? How can this govern-
ment and this country be persuaded
to accord us the full democratic
rights accorded to every other group
except the Negro? We want to be
let alone in this manner and only .in
this manner. We want to see the day
come when we really have in prac-
tice, the unalienable rights to “Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.” We want to see the United
States a country where all the peo-
ple, and not just the white people,
are free from the abridgement of
“any privileges or immunities,” and
where every person receives justice,
and where no person is denied the
right to vote ‘“on account of race.”
We want to see these rights granted,
protected and exercised in real life
and not just printed on paper.

WE REFUSE TO BE

SLAVES ANY LONGER

The real and genuinely important
question therefore, is, what must be

. done? What are we, as Negroes, go-

ing to do?

Before we answer this question it
is -necessary to get a few things
straight. It is necessary to say and
say frankly where we as Negroes
are placed in this country. There is
no need to beat around the bush on
this matter. We don’t stand so well.
From the day that a Dutch ship
landed at Jamestown, Va., with “20
negars” on board we have been fight-
ing an uphill battle. First, for mere

. physical freedom and later, today,

for our demoecratic rights. We are
an oppressed race or an oppressed
people. The East Indians, the Chi-
nese and the black Africans are op-
pressed by foreign imperialist over-
lords who have invaded their coun-
tries. But these countries should' be-
long to the Indians, the Chinese and
the black Africans. It would be cor-
rect for these people to run the in-
vaders out, win their national inde-
pendence and establish their own
national government. They would
not bar other people from the coun-
try, but when these others came in
they would know that they were not
going there to dominate the country
and keep the people who really be-
longed there from running the coun-
try and maintaining a free inde-
pendent and national government.

The people themselves should have
and should take the right o decide
what they want to do and what kind
of government they want to have.
They should make their own laws and
develop their country as they see fit.
This is nothing new that we are say-
ing. All the independent nations of
the world demanded this right fer
themselves and fought against ene-
mies and invaders to establish this
right. This has been called democracy.
Such demands were part of the cause
of the Revolutionary War in this
country in 1775; The people in this
country wanted to be free and not be
dominated by England. 3

Our country is the United States.
We love this country as well as the
next man. Why shouldn’t we love

this country? It is a vast, fertile,

beautiful land abounding in natural

resources. There is everything here
to supply the wants of the people,
to produce abundance and happiness
for the people. We have made great
contributions to the building of this
country. As much as the next man.
We have contributed to this coun-
try. The strength of this country
rests on our backs. Our sweat and
toil built this country. We are na-
tives of the country. We really know
nothing of any other country. Soie
white people talk about being de-
scendants of the Mayflower. We
were here before the Mayflower. We
are part and parcel of the soil of
this country. All of our political,
econiomic and social roots are in the
Unitéd States. All of our life is
bound up in the whole life of this
country, We say again that this is
our country and we want it to be

our country. Just as it is the country -

of the white man. This is no more
his country than it is our country.
We will not let any white man tell
us that this.is his country but not
our country.

We want to stay here. But not as
slaves. We refuse to be slaves any
longer..Two hundred and fifty years
as chattel and 82 years -of oppression
under freedom are long enough and
too long. If we don't see this and sub-
mit further to the insult which has
been heaped upon us, then we have
no right to be free. Frederick Doug-
lass understood this decades age
when he said:. "They who would be
free must themselves first strike the
blow." y

The Chinese want to run China as
Chinese. The Indians want to run
India as Indians, The black Africans
want to .run Africa as Afrieans.
That is proper and correct for them.
That is as it should be. But we do
not want to run the United States-as
Negroes. We want to run the coun-
try as full citizens of a Democratic
Republic. We want to be equal to
everybody else. Nothing more and
nothing less.

We want political eqnulli‘y. social
equality and economic equality. We
want ‘this all ever the U. S. without
distinction of place or section. We de-
mand this equality in the South, foo.
We do not ask for more than other
people have, only for what they have.
We want all the rights, for instance,
which a white worker has. The equal
right to a job, and to any job for
which we are qualified. We demand
equal opportunity to prepare for any
and all jobs which are or may be
avgilable to the white worker. We
demand the right of equal education-
al opportunity, the right to travel
like other people, the right to seek
entertainment unmolested and unre-
stricted. We will insist on the right to
eat in all public places and to be ac--
commodated in all public places just
like other people.

In the matter of jobs, education,
railroad travel and all other accom-
modations and - privileges afforded
the publie, we will oppose Jim Crow,
diserimination and segregation. We
do not believe that there should be
jobs for Negroes, schools for Ne-
groes, cars or seats for Negroes,
toilets and waiting rooms for Ne-
groes. We are not fools and will not
be beguiled by any hypocritical talk,
laws and ordinances calling for
“equal but separate accommoda-
tions.” We know that “Negro jobs”
are the lowest paid and the most
laborious jobs. We and our children
have learned by bitter experience
what Negro public schools are. From
the standpoint of buildings,  equip-
ment and curriculum we know that
separate Negro public schools are
inferior to the schools provided for
white children and youth. We. know
what Negro waiting-rooms are in
railroad stations and what kind of
cars are provided for Negroes on
Jim Crow trains.

. .

While all of this should be clear
to everybody, unfortunately this is
not the case. There are people in this
country who do not understand
these things. There are many people
who do understand but who pretend
they don’t. There are Negroes who
do not take a forthright stand on
this question of social, political and
economic equality for Negroes, There
are Negroes who say: “I don’t care
about social equality, what I want
is economic and political equality.”
For the large mass of us this posi-
tion is based on a misunderstanding,
a very serious and dangerous mis-
understanding, and a failure to get
at the heart of the problem of preju-
dice and diserimination in the
United States. To say that 'social
equality is a “private affair” is also
totally misleading. To say that it is
a private affair whether or not I go
to Smith’s house to dinner, or that
it is a private affair as to whether or
not I marry Pauline Smith or Susie
Jones, is correct. But this kind of de-
cigion is my private affair only when
Smith or the woman I attempt to
marry is 4 Negro. I will not go to
the home of a Negro to dinner un-

-against this outrage because:

invited nor will I impose myself on
a Negro woman who rejects me. In
purely personal relations, I will de-:
port myself around Negroes with no
less decorum and good sense than in
my relations to those who are not

Negroes.

We can approach the problem in
another way. There are Negroes who
say: "l don't want o go any place
that | am not wanted." But what are
some of the places where Negroes
are not wanted? The so-called "white
neighborhoods," restaurants, colleges,
theaters, department stores, play-
grounds, libraries, parks, swimming
pools, the sales force of corporations,
clerical jobs, engineering staffs,
churches, dining cars and many trades
unions. That is, there are privately
owned institdtions and enterprises
which do not want Negroes, there are

tax-supported public places which do.

not want Negroes and there are fed-
eral, state and municipal institutions
which do not want Negrees. If we de-
cide to stay away from all the places
where we are not wanted there will
be very few places we will go and
very few things we will do.

In a certain city once where some
white hooligans were driving Ne-
groes from a swimming pool .sup-
ported by public taxation, a Negro
editor took the position that he
would not ecarry on a campaign
“these
white people are not going to have
Negro men in that pool with their
women.” That is, according to this
editor, the white people were not
going to tolerate “social equality.”

-In New York City a petty judge

decided that the state equal rights
law did not apply in a situation
where a Negro man and a white
woman went into a restaurant to-
gether to eat. The refusal of the
proprietor to serve them was up-
held by this judge. A steel com-
pany hired a Negro man to work in
its filing department. A white girl
employe of that department objected
to working with a Negro and was
upheld by the superintendent of the
department.

It was the custom of a YWCA in
a city to hold periodic staff meetings
to which all executives from the
various branches in the city were
instructed to attend. There were

" four Negro executi ves from the Ne-

gro branch and of lcourse they at-
tended. At the end of ‘the meeting
tea was always served It was under-
stood, however, that the Negro
“ladies” would not remain for tea.
The Negro women'would announce
that they must get back to their of-
fices. and the whi 2 women would
express deep regref.that the Negro
women could not, femain. The Re-
publican and Defnp_crati_c parties
have national, state and city head-
quarters during election campaigns.
Being very anxious that Negroes
shall not be ignored, these partie§
establish committees of leading Ne-
gro politicians. As'a rule, however,
the Negro headquarters is separated
from the general headquarters If it
is in the same buﬂdmg it is isolated
and segregated. A great railroad

. system some. years back decided that

npo more Negro messengers should
be hired because only men should be
hired “who can be promoted to
higher positions.”

"SOCIAL EQUALITY" IS
NOT A PRIVATE AFFAIR

These illustrations help to ekplain
and clarify what is involved in what
is known as “social equality.” They
demonstrate that social equality, in
the United States, cannot be and is
not a “private affair,” a simple
choice to be made by an individual
with the consent of another indi-
vidual. In prejudice ridden America
any and all equality for the Negro is
looked upon as social equality. Ac-
cording to the American pattern of
Jim Crow; to give a Negro a clerical
job is soc:al equallty To hire a Ne-
gro engineer is to accord the Negro
social equality. To give a Negro any
work except that of a menial, com-
mon labor, or domestic service is to
“open the doors to social equality.”

This much can be said about this
point of view: it is not possible to
keep people permanently separated
and apply race_superiority notions
in practice if one does not, in a very
concrete way, keéep: Negroes from
advancing and demonstrating that

. we have capabilities just like other

people.

Negroes must demand and fight
for social equality because there is
only one kind of equality; full and
complete equality. We specify social,
economic and political equality be-
cause in the United States, the Ne-
gro is in a very unique position. We
are forced to compromise in practice
or we will starve, go naked and
homelegs. Right now we are forced
to take the meanest occupations or
go jobless. We are forced to submit
to residential segregation or we
would have no place to live. We are
faced with the necessity of compro-
mising with Jim Crow attitudes in
‘politics or we would have no oppor-
tunity to participate in political life.
When we make.this separation we
do not mean by that that one can
have political equality without social
and economic equality, or economic
equality without social and political
equality, or social equality without
political and economie equality. They
all go together. They are.of one pat-
tern. Negroes know:this. They have
seen how it works.

When we speak of full equality for
Negroes what we mean is that we
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as Negroes,;should have all the rights,

privileges and opportunities which
white people have who are at the
same station as we. That is, since Ne-
groes are overwhelmingly wage-earn-
ers, we should have the same social,
economic and political privileges that
white wage-earners have. No wage-
earner, white or black, can have full
social, economic and political equal-
ity. Not even the white worker -has
social equality, or economic equality
or political equality, with his employ-
er, a high government official, the big
politicians or with any of the rich. If
white workers understood this. they
would not feel as they do toward Ne-
groes. If white workers knew that
they were socially proscribed by the

rich and powerful, economically ex- -

ploited and politically degraded
along with the Negro, they wouyld un-
derstand better what attitude they
should have to Negroes who have all
of these disabilities and the addition.

CO in Forty-Fifth
Day of Hunger
Strike for Amnesty

JUNE 2 —Thomas J. Leonard, con-
scientious objector imprisoned on
April 18, after the U. S. Supreme
Court refused to review his convie-
tion under the Selective Service Act,
today entered the 45th day of a hun-
ger strike for amnesty at the Dan-
bury, Conn., federal prison. 2

From prison Leonard has written
President Truman: “I am not out for
any personal clemency, pardon or
suspension of sentence. I do not wish
to leave until the end of my sentence
or until amnesty is granted.” Accord-
ing to word received from Danbury,
the CO’s physical condition is dete=
riorating.

A graduate of the Univensity of .

Chicago, he was classified as a re-
ligious conscientious objector and be-
fore “walking out” of Civilian Pub-
lic Service shortly after V-J Day,
1945, had spent more than three years
in various CPS units, including the
one at the Philadelphia State Col-
lege, Byberry, Pa. There he worked
for 19 months as an attendant and
also acted as'a guinea pig in medical
experiments. On April 30, 1946, he
was given a term of six months for
refusing to remain in Civilian Pub-
lic Service, but execution of the sen-
tence was stayed pending appeals to

higher courts. At the time of his im- *

prisonment he was teaching the so-
cial sciences at Dl]léll‘d University,
New Orleans.

The Christian Century for May 28,
in an amnesty editorial prompted by
Leonard’s fast, stated: “The govern-
ment demanded its pound of flesh and
sent him to Danbury. It is getting his
flesh as he starves himself to bring
home to America the danger in which
{reedom stands when one man can
be made the victim of such a travesty
of common sense and justice.”

Vesey insurrection:

{ "—', oo

.al_one imposed on thom qs__Negroqs.

It is tragic to hear. a white 'worker
ask the question: "Would you want
your sister to marry a Negro?" He
thinks that he has rcally delivered a
mortal blow to the argument for the
social equality of Negroes. It has
never occurred to such a white work-
er that there are white people who
take the same attitude toward him in
relation to their sisters. They ask:
"Would you want your sister to marry
a mechanic?"

You see that white workers don’t
have social equality either. Neither
do they have real political equality..
And of course being workers they
do not have economic equality. What
we mean therefore when we advo-
cate social,
equality for Negroes is, the same

amount of equality that white work- .

ers have, the same nghts and privi-

leges enjoyed: by pook: people who
are white, equal treatment with the

white wi orkmg men
women. :
°

the rule of a few peoplé
everything, is the source of Jim er\v‘
in the U. S. That's one of the reaso
why Jim Crow is a :ounfry-wide
practice and not just confined to the"
South. There is a national policy of
Jim Crow to which all Negroes are
subjected. The whole country is capi-
talist and the whole country is Jim
Crow. The government of Mississippi
is Jim Crow and the government at
Washington is Jim Crow. Negroes are
discriminated against in the factories
of Texas and the factories of Michi-
gan. That's why we say thdt Jim
Crow is a part of the present social
order and will not be eliminated until
it is attacked at its roots. D
°
WE WANT TO BE FREE
IN A FREE WORLD...

" We of the Workers Party know
about and are proud of the many
black heroes who have given their
lives for freedom. Not only for free-
dom for themselves but for all the
people. Jim Crow America has ig-
nored the real and genuine heroes of
the Negro people. I am talking about
Harriet Tubman, Gabriel, Nat Tur-
ner, Denmark Vesey and others.
These were truly great human be-
ings; ineorruptible, brave, loyal, de-
termined and daring. Just think of

it, Harriet Tubman, a Negro woman, °

taking her shotgun along and going
into the South, rescuing Negro men

and women from slavery and bring-

ing them north to freedom. Listen
to Peter Poyas, Vesey’s magnificent
coadjutant, tell one of his men what
kind of slaves not to recruit for the
“Don’t mention

political 'and -economic :

it to those waiting-men who receive
- presents of old coats from their
masters, or they’ll betray us.” Peter
Poyas was no hand-me-down Negro.
Here is what Nat Turner said. to
his. men before they began the Nat
Turner insurrection. "Friends and

"brothers, we are about to commence’

a great work tonight. Qur race is to
be delivered from slavery ... remem-
ber that our's is not a war for rob-
bery, nor to satisfy our passions; it
is o struggle for freedom. Our's must
be deeds not words. Then away to the
scene of action.” '
“There was David Walker, pam-
phleteer and author of Walker's Ap-
peal. Walker was no compromiser.
e denounced slavery and all those
Negroes who were wlllmg to com-
_bromise with the slave ‘system and
with the Southern slave masters. He

‘;told the slaves to rebel and “when

you commence,” he said, “do rot
trifle, for they will not trifle with'
“you;: ~they want us for their slaves
~and think nothing of murdering us
-in; order to subject us to that
wretched condition; therefore if

" there is an attempt made b:,r us, kill

or be killed.” A
. ‘These are really the great Negroes
of the past: Tubman, Turner, Walker,

“‘Gabriel, Poyas, Vesey and the other
'ﬁrlng men and wemen who organized

i‘ﬁlp people and.lead them into the
ittle for freedom. They and all their
ind give the lie to all the slanders
(bout Negroes being cowards. That's
vhat a lot of people would like for
‘s-to be; cowards. Our record needs

“no defense. Anyone who thinks he is

. called upon to defend our record is
"seither a scoundrel or'a fool. Anyone
‘who attempts to denigrate us will be
faced with Tubman and Poyas; Gabri-
el and Vesey; Turner and Walker, and
a thousand unsung ‘and unknown black
heroes, right down to this wvery
minute.

The Workers Party is proud to in-

b crlbe the names of these black he-

roes on its banner along with all the
unforgettable revolutionary heroes of
the oppressed. We want their names
to live and their deeds to live. We
want to emulate them and follow
their example. We want to be free
in a free country and a free world.

Bound Volumes
- of
Labor Action
and

New International
for 1945
Are Still Available

Price: LABOR ACTION, $2.00
'NEW INTERNATIONAL, $3.00
1946 Bound Volumes have been
delayed in hinding. As soon as
they are ready, it will be
announced in Labor Action '
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