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This Is a Time for Action, Not Letter-Writing

DEMAND A 2

By SUSAN GREEN

NEW YORK CITY, June 10—Today
this city saw a tremendous demon-
stration of laber’s might. CIO leaders
called it the greatest demonstration
in CIO hisfory. From 5 p.m., starting
from 24th Street up Eighth Avenue,
tens of thousands converged on Mad-
ison Square Garden, protesting the
Taft - Hartley slave labor bill and
calling on President Truman to veto

T it

The first contingents in the parade
came right from work, tired and
hungry. Old and young, white and
black, Italian and Jew and Irish,
marched carrying their union ban-
ners. Across their chests and in their
hats they wore streamers with the
slogan: “Veto the Taft Slave Labor
BilL.”

Labor Action
Compelled to
Reduce Size

Compelled by rlsinq costs to re-
french, LABOR ACTION will become
a four-page paper with its next issue.
The decision to revert to a four-pager
after ten months of publication as an
cight-pager was made after wecks of

- carefully reviewing all the fuctors

pressing for a change in policy.
While we shall endeavor to con-
tinue the high socialist standard of
the eight-page paper in the four
pages, it is with the greatest regret
that we announce this decision. We
do so now in the conviction that the
splendid response of our friends
which made it possible to maintain
the eight-page paper in the face of
continually rising costs will make a
new expansion possible after a pe-
riod of time. During this period of
retrenchment, it is our intention to
stabilize our financial situation and
bend every effort toward building
the groundwork of a new advance.

COSTS DOUBLE

When the eight-page paper was
first projected a year ago, a budget
was drawn up, based on calculated
income and expenditures. Because of
the exceptionally generous response
of our readers, and above all of the
members of the Workers Party, we
more than exceeded our estimated
income. However, in this same pe-
riod, prices jumped far beyond the
point which even we had anticipated.
Thus, since the first of the year
alone, our costs have risen almost
one hundred per cent, to the point
where each copy of the paper, selling
for five cents, costs approximately
ten cents to print. (Of the five cents,
the business office of the paper as a
rule receives three cents.)

Under the best. of circumstances
the revolutionary press requires sub-
sidization through special contribu-
tions. We publish virtually no com-
mercial advertising. (In the past year,
LABOR ACTION published two "com-
mercial" ads for a book club.) Our
income, therefore, depends entirely
on our friends, on the extra contribu-
tions that they are able o make from
time to time. Several times in the
past year, we have appealed for ur-
gently needed funds to stave off cred-
itors and to close the unavoidable
gap between cost and income. Our
friends each time taxed their limited
resources and rushed to the defense
of the paper. We considered a new
appeal in our present situation, but
decided. that it would be unwise at
this moment.

~ Qur only other alternative was to
increase the price of the paper sub-
stantially. Virtually every periodical
has done just that, including such
mammoth outfits as the Saturday
Evening Post, whose income depends
primarily on high-cost advertising.
This course too we deemed inadvis-
able, believing that it would be an
additional burden on the pocketbooks
of our worker readers who are find-
ing it difficult enough to manage as it

(Continued on page 7)

Giant Parade
Proves Labor Is
Ready to Fight

Well into the night they were still
marching, these CIO workers of New
York City, After the Garden was
packed and the streets outside jam-
med like a subway train, they were
still coming. One section of workers
marched bound together by a chain,
like chaingang labor, to make graphic
what the Taft-Hartley bill will do to
the workers of America. Other march-
ers carried huge make-believe pen-
cils to suggest a written veto hy the
President.

Inside the Garden, speakers esti-
mated the number of marchers and
demonstrators at 120,000. This giant

CIO demonstration, together with the .

protest of the tens of thousands a
week ago in the AFL parade and
meeting at the Garden, told off both
the National Association of Manu-
facturers and their political office
boys in Washington.

OPPORTUNITY MISSED

The workers of New York City
have warned the “good samaritans”
of NAM, with their full-page ads
proclaiming their desire “to protect™
the workers from the unigns, that
they recognize union-busting when

‘they “seg "it,” The" 'workers of ‘New

York ™ City have told the capitalist
politicians in Washington who claim
to have a “mandate from:the people”
to bring back the days of the Pinker-
tons and the sweat shop, that they lie

with brazen contempt for the people.

The keynote of the speeches inside
the Garden was a call to the workers
to fight. But nowhere .was it stated
how they should fight. Joseph Curran

of the Maritime Union, who acted as'

first chairman, dclared that “{onight
the fight has really begun.” Ruth
Young of the United Eleetrical
Workers said there is “no limit to
what the working people must do
in the next few days to defeat the
bill.” ¥Yet a limit was definitely set.
For no other kind of action was in-
dicated by any of the speakers. CIO
President Philip Murray, in his clos-
ing speech described the New York
City demonstration as an “example
to other cities”” This apparently is
the only kind of fight the leadership
advocates to kill the Taft-Hartley
bill.

What an opportunity missed to
call for really effective working
class action! Here is this vicious bill,
described by Murray as the first step
toward fascism_ in this country, aim-
ing to smash the labor unions and to
take away the right to strike. What
could be a better index of labor’s
will and power than for these unions
to call upon the workers, organized
and unorganized, to join in a nation-
wide strike demonstration—a twenty-
four-hour work stoppage to pro-

(Continued on page 7)

Reach for Your Weadpons!

Guaranteed

Workers Union holds its triennial
convention in Cleveland, June 16, the

first since the wartime convention in

Boston in 1944 and the iwenty-sixth
in its forty-four years of existence.
The ‘garment worker’s “bundle”—
the sheaf of clothing parts handed to
him for stitching—is the measure of
his dajly bread. The shrinking of that
work bumdle since the war's end to
a point where this spring an esti-
mated sixty per cent of the trade was
unemployed, is the anxious concern
of every worker. Maximum capacity
productipn’ in the needle market, a
war-horn and atypical plenomeriori
in this industry, began in the spring
of 1942 and ended with the termina-
tion of the war. The ladies’ wear in-
dus@ry is back to its quarter of a
million pre-war seasonal styles, and
the stock style that doesn’t change—

A MESSAGE TO THE CONVENTION

"I'O

n

continued seasonal employment,
The garment worker's “buntlle” is
also -a mirror of the national econ-
omy and, in particular, of the well-
being or lack of it on the part of the
country’s workers. Because the gar-
ment industry is a “soft goods,” or
consumers’. industry, and because the
majority of its consumers are work-
ing people, its prosperity depends di-
rectly- upon the purchasing power
and the employment levels of the
masses of people. Full employment in
wartime in the needle trades was a
result of full employment throughout
the ‘economy and the exceptional
conditions created by the war.

The wages of the workers, whose
wives and daughters buy garments,
dropped, according to government
sources, from $116 billion in 1944 to
$109 billion in 1946. Or, the average
earnings of the employed worker
dipped from $2,240 to $1,987. This

DELEGATES
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Annual Wage
Issue at.ILG Convention

By MARY BELL
The International Ladies' Garment

loss of consumer purchasing power,
plus consumer resistance to high
prices and shoddy goods, has result-
ed in a greater proportion being
spent for food and less for apparel—
hence the dwindling of the bundle,
the work-weék and the pay envelope
for the garment producers,

GUARANTEED ANNUAL WAGE

The solution to the economic prob-
lem of the garment workers is there-
fore linked in an especially intimate
and sensitive way to the problem of
the mass of workers. The guaranteed
annual minimum wage, proposed in
the program of LABOR ACTION and
the Workers Party for labor as a
whole, is particularly urgent for the
workers in this seasonal industry.
While the plan has been perennially
proposed at garment workers’ con-
ventions, and has even been put into

(Continued on page 2)

" MASONTOWN, Pa,

HOUR STRIKE!

Letter writing will not stop the Hartley-Taft anti-laber bill.
That much should be clear by now.

Truman has now had the bill for several days. There is as, yet
no sign as to whether he will veto the bill or sign it. Whichever
course he follows, it will be dictated solely by reasons of politi-
cal expediency: will it help or hinder the Democratic political
campaign? Every newspaper in the country has made this clear.

In the event of a veto there is a great possibility that Con-
gress will override the veto. Yet the labor leaders are still de-
pending on a veto. Philip Murray this week again addressed a
letter to Truman begging for a veto. It is not a letter couched
in the kind of language that will make the labor-baiters pull in

Miners Quit
Pits; Protest
Slave Bill

JUNE 9—Ten thousand miners left
their pits in Southwestern Pennsyl-

vania this morning to protest the

passage of the Hartley-Ellender-Taft
Slave Labor Bill. The majority of
these came from the captive pits—
those owned by U. S., Bethlehem and
Weirton Steel.

There is reason to believe that the
movement  is only beginning. While
no pickets are in evidence as yet,
friendly pressure is being brought to
bear on those mines which still op-
erate. ’

Many of the miners have called on
all workers to join them in a gen-
eral strike to protest the Slave Labor
Bills.

[ ]

thousand members of Local 6321 at
Robena Shait, Greene Co., today
grimly decided to maintain their al-
ready one-day-old strike against the
Hartley - Ellender - Taft Slave Labor
Bill. This action, taken by the larg-
est miné local in the world in what
is rapidly becoming one of the coun-
try’s top producing areas, highlighted
events throughout southwestern:
Pennsylvania.

Moffit, Alicia and Bobtown Mines
in Greene County, all large producers,
served notice that they were . pre-
pared to strike in protest against the
slave labor bills and requested that
Lewis call such a strike. Two large,
but unidentified, mines in Fayeite
County prepared to lead a wave of
strikes in that county.

All evidence indicated that these
moves were completely spontaneous.
Lewis had requested letters of pro-
test to be sent to Congress but the
men, in their local meetings, realized

rd -

Pursglove, W. Va., miners ask
Lewis to back call for a general pro-
test strike against the Hartley-Taft
bill. See ‘story on page 2, '

N . V4

the futility of such action and deter-
mined that strike votes be held.
Reports arrived throughout the day

of other mines throughout the valley

taking similar action. Notable among
these were the Pursglove Mines in
Scotts Run, W. Va.

June 8—Two

their horns. It pleads where it
should DEMAND.

Two giant demonstrations
were held in New York this last
week by the AFL and CIO. New
York workers turned out in such

numbers as to prove that labor
is ready to go down the line in fight-
ing the anti-labor drive.

The effectiveness of the demonstra-
tions was limiteéd by (a) the fact that
they were separate instead of united
AFL-CIO demonstrations, and (b) by
the fact that they were directed’ in
the spirit of the letter-writing, veto-

. begging campaign, Still, coordinated

and expanded on a national scale,
with teeth put into their organiza-
tion, there could have been the kind
of action which guarantees results.

Letter-writing has its purposes. It
is sometimes useful. In this present
situation,” however, it is less tHan
useless; it is actually a crime, for it
disorients labor and dissipates activ- .
ity. The 'Congressmen know where
labor stands. © They need to know
what labor is willms tmDO in de-
fense of that starid

Congress bases itself on the brem-
ise that the labor leadefship will not
lead militant, aggressive action. That
is why it acts big on behalf of big
busingss. That is why a man like
Hartley can talk big about how Con-
gress will retaliate against a general
protest strike, etc. Faced by the or-
ganized wrath of the labor move-
ment, Hartley would crumble like a
creampuff under the blows of a
sledge-hammer.

There are' a few days left in which
to act. The governmental servants of
the employers must be made to face
the reality of an arousd labor move-
ment. The only way in which this.
can be done is to give them a sign
of what labor is prepared to DO in
refusing to tolerate the strangulation
of the union movement.

Time is short. It must be used ef-
fectively. It must be used to rally a
24-hour nation-wide genéral . protest
strike. It must be used to mobilize a
mass march on Washington.

A few hours are enough to sum-
mon labor to action. Congress will
not now be impressed by bushels of
post-cards. Congress can only be im-
pressed by determined action which
is the promise of FURTHER militant
action to come. .

No reliance on Truman!

Reliance instead on labor’s organ-
ized power!

ASK YOUR UNION TO DEMAND
A MARCH ON WASHINGTON!

ASK YOUR UNION TO DEMAND
A 24-HOUR GENERAL PROTEST
STRIKE!

How Can Militant Vets Meet the Crisis in the

By W. FARGO

The American Veterans Committee
is being torn by an acute internal
erisis. from which it *may never
emerge. It is more than a struggle
for the control of the organization.
IT IS A STRUGGLE OF SURVIV-
ATL. Who controls the AVC is indeed
important; but only, and exactly, to
the degree to which the question of
control is linked with the platforms
upon which the contending forces
stand. The AVC must emerge from
THIS convention with a fighting
program ‘for the veteran, correctly
oriented (toward labor) and mili-
tantly implemented; a program
through which it can break its iso-

‘lation from the veteran—without

such a program the AVC is doomed
to stagnate and to disintegrate. It is
therefore incumbent upon every del-
egate to understand fully the nature
of the crisis and to reflect carefully
upon the programs offered as solu-
tions.

Such a program is presented else-

where in this issue. That program

distinguishes itself from the Stalin-
ist “program” as well as from that
of the majority of the National
Planning . Commission led by Bolte,
F. D. R., Jr., ete. It is offered as the
program which will save the AVC by
the only means possible; that is by
building the AVC into a mass organ-
ization of veterans.

UNDERSTANDING THE UNIQUE
CHARACTER OF THE AVC

Before we can understand the na-
ture pf the present erisis in the
AVC, it is necessary first to under-
stand the character of the organiza-
tion. In the field of veterans organi-
zations ‘as we have known them in
this country, an organization such
as the AVC is eminently unique.
There has never been, and there is
not today, any organization among
veterans comparable to the AVC.

The unique quality of the AVC
does ‘not lie in the restriction of
membership to the veteran of World
War II. If this were so, it would be
far better to advocate the organiza-

tion of exclusive World War II seec-
tions of the already established vet-
eran organizations like the powerful
American Legion and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. Its existence as a
separate organization is justified by
a fundamentally different approach
to the problem of the veteran from
that of the reactionary, labor hating
American Legion and VFW.

— N
Turn to pages 3 and 5 for

other material on the AVC
Convention.
L . r 4

Of all the veterans orcjcnizutions
that have sustained themselves affer
the first flurry of formations which

followed on the heels of V-J Day, the
American Veterans Committee alone
has stood out as the only socially
alert and progressive organization in
the  veterans field. The AVC has

sought to opproach and to grapple
with the problems of the veteran on
a social level, as distinct from the
pure and simple “"beer and pretzel”
approach of the already existing or-
ganizations. I+ has not sought to treat
thet problem of the veteran as ele-
vated above society, but rather as an
integral part of the problems of se-
ciety as a whole.

The: AVC has refused to become a
“special-interest-group” of the vet-
eran, has consistently ' maintained
that the special problems of the vet-
eran are inextrieably linked with
the problems of the country in gen-
eral, and has therefore sought the
solutions to these problems within
the frame-work of the general life
‘of the country. It is to this that the
AVC owes its distinetiveness. It is to
this that it owes its right to con-
tend with the already existing vet-
erans organizations, as the least
qualified spokesman and champion
of the veteran.

In the sphere of veterans organiza-
tions, the AVC represents a sharp

break with the rear.ﬂannry. ‘anti-labor
policies of the traditional veterans
organizations. The AVC has chal-
lenged the domain heretofore domi-
nated by the reactionary American
Legion and the VFW, and has thereby
challenged the "view"™ that the vet-
eran is traditionally a reactionary
force. And—it has given this chal-
lenge organized expression.

In contradistinetion with the tra-
ditional veterans organizations in
the U, S., the American Veterans
Committee has:

A. Taken an unambiguous position
against “Jim Crow” and against all
forms of racial diserimnation;

B. Defied southern bigotry and
terror by organizing inter-racial
chapters of the AVC;

C. Spear-headed the anti-Bilbo
drive in Mississippi and gathered

.witnesses to testify before the in-

vestigating committee;

. D. Has sought to intervene in so-
cial problems—notably the housing,
rent and price situations. In several
instances it has sponsored militant

AVC?

actions in behalf of these issues, al-
though most of such actions were
initiated by individual chapters and
Area Councils;
E. IT HAS PROVIDED AN OR-
GANIZATION OF FREE AND
DEMOCRATIC EXPRESSION ON
ALL ISSUES OF THE DAY; :

F. In some instances (again at the
initiative of chapters), has support-
ed the strike struggles of the work-
ers;

G.-Has, of course, on any number
of occasions, 1ntervened in behalf of
‘special veteran issues.

These are among the factors
marking the AVC as the only PRO-
GRESSIVE veterans organization
on the American scene. These are
the factors which not only give it
the right to exist, but dictate that
the AVC MUST BE PRESERVED
AND STRENGTHENED‘.

In the very uniqueness of the
AVC, in the very factors which give
us the right to exist as a distinet
movement of veterans, in the very

(Continued on P;lte 8)
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AND VIENS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

State Convention to Test UAW Groups

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT — Delegates are gathering

' here on June 16, 17 and 18 for the

annual CIO state convention at a
time of ecrucial smportance to the
union movement. /

The burning issues of the day are

" bound te oceupy a major part of this

convention, -in contrast to last year's
mainky::organizational fight between
the so-called right and left wing: fac-
tions in the CIO, in this case; of: the

. UAW-CIO . in ‘particular.

For ‘the problem “of meeting the
anti-labor offensive cannot be: ignored
or buried. The Taft-Hartley bill: may.
be signed by President Truman. It
may be left unsigned, to become a
law. Or it may be vetoed and passed
anyhow.

LABOR PARTY ISSUE

The point is that labor must re-
evaluate the political program that
brought it into its present defensive
position.. It must chart a course for

victory in the next period.

And that is why the ‘question of
a labor party will assume major sig-
nificarice. @t this convention, in spite
of all. attempts to shift. it aside. In-
terwoven with this question and
cvery other disputed point at this
convention .is the UAW-CIO faction-
al struggle, for both Reuther and the
anti - Reuther !‘orces are using . this
convention as’a testing ground of

strength in preparation for the com-
ing national UAW-CIO convérition.
The predominant influence of the

"UAW-CIO delegates to the state con-

vention arises from the fact that the
auto union is the decisive section of
the 1ab_6rlmovement in Michigan. The
importance of the UAW-CIO fac-
tional struggle at this convention is
that both rmajor auto factions will
play a decisive role.in the respective
“right” and “left” wing caucuses.
The major .political answer of the
Stalinist bloc to the burning issues
of the day will be in the slogan “Sup-
port Henry Wallace.” In the c¢camp
influenced by Reuther there will be
confusion, opportunism, conservatism
and some labor party sentiment, Much
of the confusion will arise from
agreément among some delegates
with Wwhat Wallace says, but dislike
of Wallace’s blessing from the Com-
munist Party. The conservatism will
come mainly from the. present lead-
ership of the state CIO, headed by
Gus Scholle, president. Unlike Ilast
year, when Scholle found Philip Mur-
ray, CIO president, tacitly supporting

" the ‘left wing, Stholle expects sup-

port from Murray in his anti-CP
attitude and in his general line, "bup-
port natlona‘l CIO poliey."

ACTU'S INFLUENCE

How far labor party seniiment has
spread in Michigan CIO ranks will be

revealed at this convention. Certain-

Maritime Workers

Want New Contract

NEW YORK, Jure 10— With con-
tracts due to expire on June 15, CIO
maritime unions on both coasts are
engaged in last-minute negotiations
with . the shipping companies. The
Stalinist leadership of the West Coast

longghoreémen and Marine Cooks &

Stewards have announced their will-

ingness. to accept the operators’ offer -

of a’year's éxtension of the old con-
tract, but the East Coast National
Maritirde Uhion- still demands favor-
able révisions in wages and working
conditions.

East Coast shipowners, represent-
ed by a committee headed by Frank
J. Taylor, countered the NMU de-
tands with a list of proposals that
would slash. at -the foundations of
the pnesent tworkmg condmens
aboard/ ship. Chief targets of the
shipowners’ attack “are overtime
earnings, transportation payments
and the right of a seaman to ask for
better. conditions abroad ship befoFe
signing on.

SIX-POINT PROGRAM

" The" NMU "Negotiating Comlmttec
rejected these proposils in toto and
demanded that the.shipowners' com-
mittee negotiate on the basis of the
‘union’s six-point program:

1. Increase in wages and overtime.

2. Forty:hour week. Ty

-3. Health and welfare fund

4, Extension. of vacations. to six
weeklis: per year. :

5. Increased mannlng scales

6. All shipping. of unlicensed jobs
to be through the union hall, :

‘“We do'hot intend to negbtiate an
agreement downward,” the union
committee informed th shipowners.

SWEAT-SHOP CONDITIONS

A brief examidation’of 1he 'ship-
owners’ proposals shows what sweat-
shop conditions' they would immpose
upon the seaman if they were able.
Under- the misleading “slogan, “Eight
hours work without overtime,” they
would destroy the working condi-
tions and penalty jobs that the un-
‘jons have earned in years of fighting.
Changes in ratings would further
decrease a seaman’s wages, and a

- replacement shipped: from’ the union

hall would not go on- the payroll un-
til he. actually “turned to.”. At pres-
ent a man is conszdered as hired and
on, the payroll when he takes a job.
at the dxspatchers ‘window.

An effective weapon used by sea-
men - to. win minor .dlspntes. such as
lhnng conditions aboard :ship, -food;
cots for  tropical cruises, ete., is t0
refuse to sign on until" these correc-
tions are: made. The:shipowners want
any seaman.;who refuses-to sign on
to” be -automatically discharged..

Another clause calls for the union

to-pay ‘all ¢osts of transporting a re-
placement to the: port:where he. ships.
Often. a qualified crew may not be
obtainable: .In !such cases, the union
sends ‘men from ‘the 'nearest port
where .such men are available, but
the operator.is obliged to:pay trans-
portation. Now the shipowners want
the urion to foot the bill for supply-
ing them.with :men. In 'this case the
ShlpDW‘nEI‘S offer a coneession: the
money c¢an come' out of the seaman's
pocket instedd.of the union’s: till.

The- rest “of the shipowner propo-
sals are-in a similar vein. The: NMU
ngotiators have quite properly told
thém i to forget such nonsense and
get down to.the business of negoti-
ating. e
CAN FORGE AHEAD

Milifants -in the NMU are wary
of the news from the West Coast that
the lofgshoremen have accepied an

* extension of " their “présént -contrdet -

with no revisions. For wéeks Harry
Bridges has been crying “Lockout!”
Now- he hails as a victory a.contract
that: shows no-.gains for the long-
shoremen. Standing still is. actually
going backward -in. these days of ris-
ing prices and general inflation. Nev-
erthéless, the agreemnt reached :by
the ILWU and MCS is contingent on
agreements reached with other CIO
maritime .unions,  according to the
- confergnce..held = recently. - Another

meeting of this conference is due on .

the eve .of the June 15 contract ex-
piration. Tii

While Brldges has been content to
accept the old agreement, Stalinists
in the NMU: have been:super-militant
in their demands. This strategy is
linkéd with tlie currént struggle in

- the NMU. betwieéen the: Stalinists.and

Joe Curran. “Anything ‘to- embarrass
Curran,” the Stalinists say. Curran,
on the other hand, realizes that the
unioh. ‘is . weakened - temporarily by
its internal strife and ‘favors a cau-
tious-approach. :He wants a contract
with: enonigh gains to strengthen his
own position within -the NMU, yét
he does- mot -want to stick his neck
out where treachery by the: Stalin—
ists ¢an cut off his head. '

The shipowneis, néver a generous
lot, are eager to held down' wages.
Though still heavily subsidized, the
good old days when the ‘government
paid all the bills are gone. Now the
shipowners must squeeze #' bit to
hold-én-to their fat profits. It hurts
a shipowner least of-all to sgueeze
a seaman. Thus they come: out with
sweeping demands to revise the old
contract. dowrnward. They are likely
to offer a settlement on the basis of
the old' contraet.

Such a settlement would not be a
victory for ‘the seamen, -despite the
claims of Harry Bridges on the West
Coast. Anything other than an ad-
vance in wages and conditions will
be a defeat .at this time. There is no
guestion of a “bankrupt” industry
unable te-afford an inerease in wages,
as profits are at a ‘high level. The
crippling ‘legislation passed by the
shipowners' -allies in Congress_is not
yet law, nor-are the American mari-
time ‘worlkers ready to retreat before

the onslaught of the bosses and their .

governmient
The six-point program of: the NMU
is moderate and reasonable from .any
point of view. These deéemands can
be won if the NMU leads the way
with- fighting determination. In a
showdown ‘the dther CIO. unions, in-
cluding - the ILWU and. MCS, will
support- fighting: action undertalken
by the East Coast seamen. Last year's
strike proved that the AFL seamen
will respect genuine . picket lifes.
“Maritime labor .can still ' forge
ahead! - : :

~Bound Volumes
of
Labor Action
. vl nnd (I £
New International
for 1945 -
"~ Are Sﬁ'_ﬂ Available
Price: LABOR ACTION, $2.00
NEW INTERNATIONAL, $3.00

1946 Bound Volumes have been .
~delayed in binding. As soon as
théy are ready, it will' be
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ly it will be an issue in the Reutker-
Scholle caucus meetings held before
the convention. Of special interest to
progressive workers in the Reuther
camp will be the role of Emil Mazey,
co-regional director of the big East
Side region of the UAW-CIO, He is
the only leader of prominence in the
Reuther camip who has spoken re-
peatedly for a labor party .

The Stalinist bloc has been work-
ing hard :before this ‘convention to
link directly’ Gus ‘Scholle and- Gov-
ernor Kim- Sigler, the Republican
witch hunter.”But much of this cam-
paign failed to catch fire among-the
ranks when Scholle made a shrewd
speech before a legislative committee
against the Callahan red-hunt bill,
while spokesmen for the Stalinist
forces fumbled the ball. Scholle's
speech was made before a huge dele-
gation of CIO -unionigts as well as
committee members. Sigler, of course,
was for the Callahan bill.

If the reactionary influence of the
Stalinists is the curse of the so-called
“left wing” bloc, then the curse of
the Reuther camp is the vicious

ACTU (Association of Catholic
Trade Unionists) influence. ACTU
openly endorsed Sigler's witch-hunt
in an editorial in The Wage Earner,
their weekly publication. ACTU
moanéd - when Walter Reuther de-
nounced . Sigler’s red-baiting. But
ACTU is very influential in some
circles, especially in the state CIO
leadership, and its reactionary role
needs- further: exposing. Paul Weber,
of the "American Newspaper Guild,
and ‘ACTU “braintruster,” is a 'case
in point. He is'a vice- president ‘of
the -state CIO.

' In» terms of organizational stren_gth
at the state CIO convention, both
sides ‘claim ‘a majority of delegates.
It  seems probable, however, that the
right wing will. again retain confrol.
It is important, of course, to keep the
state CIO from beéoming a tool of
the Stalinist bloc. But that is not
enough. A good house-cleaning of the

reactionary elements in the Reuther- -

Scholle camp would be of further aid
to the progress of the Michigan labor
movement in fighting off the bosses’
offensive.

the workers.

FOR WORKERS

Economics, the study of the production and distribution of wealth.

Employee- representation, a fancy nameé for company unionism.

Employer, one who owns the tools of production or exchange and hires
workers to exploit their labor power.

Epigone, a disciple who falsifies and distorts the teachings oI hzs mas-
der while still elaiming to advocate those teachings. i

Exploitation; has come to mean utilizing resources or squeezmg labor
so that every last bit of profit may be obtained.

F
Fabian, a:member of the Fabian Society in England, or one sharing its ,
views. A Fabian is a moderate socialist who advocates and preaches
the possibility of gradual, peaceful reform 'through education.
Factory committee;, a committece elected by all the employees of a fac-
tory, ir_respective'of union affiliation, to press for the interests of

Farm-llollday Association, a radical organization formed ﬁy working
farmers in“the early 1930s to resist foreclosures on the Iarms through :
direct action against sheriffs, judges and other forces of ‘capitalist-
law and order. Existed principally in Iowa and Minnesota.

A DICTIONARY

TAPPING THE WALI. STREET WIRE

"PSYCHOLOGICAL" ECONOMICS

Practically evéry economist in-the nation has, in the
last two months, had his say about what the immediate
future holds for American capitalism. I have before
me the predictions of 87 capitalist economists. The con-
sensus is that this nation is entering a period of “reces-
sion,” which will last for from: three months to a year
or more. ) ¥

The sounder ones keep close to the facts—business
inventories still rising—capital expenditures leveling
off—a slow-down in the post-war boom—the widening
gap between' :.our immense éexports ($4.9 billions for the
first ‘three months of 1947) and our imports (less than
$2 billions) —the lack of consummg purchasing power.

The crack-pot economists are in the majority. Even
when they are right, they are‘right for the wrong rea-
son. Almost the most stupid school of economies is that
wwhich holds that “we have talked ourselves into a de-
pression.” This is what T ¢all “psychological” economies.
It is typified by such persons &nd groups as Ray Moul-
den, of the Washington bureau, Chicago. Journal of

Commerce, and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce. Moul-

den writes that “economists have sueccessfully talked us
into” the recession.

Is it true that the capitalist system can be “talked
into” a depression—or a recovery? If it is true, then we
socialists are indeed Utopians, and the capitalist sys-
tem is guaranteed a very long life. Capitalism enjoys
a firm monopoly on all thé important avenues of infor-
mation. It has thousands of spielers and hucksters.
According to the psychological economists, all that is
necessary to control the capltallst cycles is to “talk”
prosperity.

What does this remind us of, if not the silly cam-
paign headed by Herbert Hoover in the early 1930’s.
Do you remember? That wvast yawning craek in the
capitalist system that began in 1929, we were then told,
was caused by pessimism and lack of faith. Recovery
was just around the corner. Legions of businessmen
followed Hoover in issuing reassuring statements.
Luncheon clubs from coast to coast would have song
fests and comedians to'cheer them up. The Democrats
yodeled “Happy Days Are Here Again.” Telephone op-
erators were instructed to answer calls with cheering
greetings . ., 1932 ..., 1934 .- .1936 ... 1937, a little
upswing . . . 1938, whoof, the bottom again . .. 1939,
still 10,000,000 umemployed. Thern came the war and its
insatiablé demands for goods, and the system recovered
on this artificial basis.

The pdint to rémember is this: All the professional
optimism of the capifafists dffécted the economy not a
fot. What people say or think -or feel has fittle impact
on the business cycle. Economics hds its own laws. These
iaws hdve best been explaineéd by Marx and his followers.
These laws are ias’ impervious to "psychology™ as are fhe
laws that govern the swing of the plahets and the stdrs.

Capitalist economists who beliéve that a depression
is something that can be causéd by talk or thought are
like savages and little children Who believe they can
harm other persons by thinking evil of them:

What great fools most ‘capitalists are! Here is the
president of Dun & Bradstreet, saying it will be an
“utter disgrace” if the United States has a depression
in the next three or four years. Who will be disgraced?
The capitalists who try to'run the system? The people
who are victims of the system" He ‘does not say. But
this man, Arthur D. Whitsside, has got conditions fig-
ured out. “The fact is,” he says, “when we quit buying
English shoes at $58 a pairj-as against the prewar $22,
and do only:selective necessary buying, prices will come
down. They told ‘me' I had to pay $35 for a dress shirt,
so: I'm doing without a new dress shirt.”

By JACK RANGER-

This ignorant and unfeeling person believes; I ‘am
sure, that the people are paying $58 a pair for shoes
and $35 for dress shirts. Imagine the following scene
taking place in any factory locker-room in ‘the late
afternoon. Two workers are preparing to leave for
home.

JIM: Say, that’s a nice pair of kicks you've got, Jack.
What'd they set you back?

JACK: Aw, I picked ’em up for fifty-eight smmlums
down at the Fair. Why, I can remember before the
war, I used to get the same pair of gondolas for
twenty-two bucks. Things are sure out o’ line these
days. Why, I was shopping the other night, and
do' you know what they wanted to soak me for a
dress shirt? Thirty-five smackers, I told ’em where
to put it you can bet: Im dotng without until they
get down to $20

THE STU‘PlDITY AT THE TOP .

For gencxatwm "the capitalists have energetically
spread the great myth that they are at the top because
they are smarter than the masses. How smart ARE the
businessmen who love to hear themselves desecribed as
“top-flight executives?” Why, they are so dumb that
today there are 15,000 management consulting firms in
existence in the United Statés—management engineers,
they call themselves—who make a good living hiring
themselves out to capitalists, telling them how. to run
their businesses.

The Wall Street Journal had a good article recently
on these business “doctors” and some of their cases.
One heavy-goods manufacturer, for instance, was mak-
ing 256 copies of ¢very order received, though less than
half of them were used. He was spending-$85,000.a
vear just to hire plant guards to watch the gates, even
though there was nothing to hide. He was avoiding
standard size parts and paying 40 per cent extra be-
cause of this. Numerous other cases of similar waste
and inefficiency and ignorance were related. And these
are the idiots who own this country and run this gov-
ernment and control the atom bomb and hold the fate
of mankind in their hands. The alternative is socialism.

"ECONOMIC NOTES

The output of the British coal mines, which recently
changed from the old six-day week to a five-day oper-
.ation, has already reached the old level desplte the
shmtcr work week. . . . Royal Duteh Shell is plannmg
to invest about $26 1m[l10n in new subsidiaries in Hol-
land which will make plastics, fertilizers and synthetic
materials. .

Big Busmess in this country has confributed over
$500,060 Yo o new research organization, Business His-
fory Foundation, Inc., which will gfofify the history dnd

"statesmanship™ of Big Business. The first project will-be
a stidy 6f the Standard Oil Co. 6f New Jersey, which, by
mere chance, made a gift to the foundation to facilitate
its work. .

On May 26 the Army held a closed meeting with
industrial leaders at the Pentagon in Washington, to
explain its new emergeney mobilization plan. . Some
2,500 volunteer units with a total of 300,000 men will
be organized and affiliated with the Army’s reserve
corps, ready for duty whenever Congress declares a
national emergency. Units will be. set up in telephone

companies; railroads, constyuction firms, manufactur- .:

ing plants, chemicals, petroleums, even bakeries and
laundries. General Hall, of the Army’s organization and
training division, said the Army wants trained man-
power which could ‘expand immediately “the existing
military structure.” “National emergency’”’ covers wars
—and big strikes, too., ~ *

Guaranteed Annual Wage and the ILGWU - -

(Continued from page 1)
effect in a tiny section of the indus-
try, as late ‘as the last convention
held in 1944, resolutions favoring the
guaranteed annual Wage were mere-
ly referred to the General Executive
Board and shelved.

A guaranteed annual wage carries
with it the necessity of production
planning, access to company data,
ete. ‘Here the ILG is in a uniquely
favorable pesition—in contrast to the
UAW, for example, which withdrew
the Reuther demand to “Open. the
Books!"—to make concrete prnposals
For it has long followed the proce-
dure of inspecting -the bosses’ books,
since .the price of work-rates is set
by the .price. the manufacturer gets
for the produect..

.+ Ini1941,. when .the union Ieadershlp
considered asking for a guaranteed
annual wage, they were confronted
with..a badly sagging industry. The
union took the initiative in propos-
ing to industry that it modernize it-
self, adopt more efficient methods,
take “fashion” leadership away from
Paris, ete.; and to these ends set up
a Management Engineering Depart-
ment which undertakes many of the

g

. PURSGLO_VE. W. Va., June 8—Local

2122, UMWA, composed of over 300
men, today enthusiastically called
upon John L. Lewis to lead a 24-hour ,
protest strike against the Slave Labor
Bill which was recently passed by
Congress and awaits Truman's signa-
ture. The angry miners stated that
only ‘the united force of an aroused
working class could defeat the oper-
ators’ offensive. They also called upon
Lewis to take the initiative in uniting
the AFL and the CIO and demanded
that 'the UMWA participate in the
immediate organization of an inde-
pendent labor party.-

Officers and representatives from
nearby locals attended the meeting

of Local 2122 and indicated that they
not only #dpproved of the dction of

the Pursglove local but would pre-
sent a similar program at their meet-
ings. The resolutions passed will be
sent to district headquarters at Fair-
mont, fo John L. Léwis and to all

Toeals' in' theidistrict, coupled- wlt_hr a

functions of management, including
time study practices. If the union
is capable of assisting in pulling an
industry out of the red, surely it is
capable of seeing that its members
are assured a guaranteed living wage
the year around!

Given the type of industry, the
solution of the working problem is
not a simple: one. But it is obvious
that no ordinary measures can guar-
antee year-around work and.an an-
nual wage. In a nation where the
_government subsidizes various enter-

prises permanently, the demand-for -

nationalization of industry under
workers’ control has -application to
the garment trade as well. But such
a demand is in sharp contrast to the
policies of the present government,
‘whose aim is fo maintain the capi-
talist profit structure rather than -to
guarantee jobs and wages.

In the garment industry a partial
start has been made in the existing
“intervention” of the' union in the
welfare of the industry. But here,
too, the union's activity is still far
short of the goal of full employment
and a guaranteed annual wage.

In’ the ldst an‘a]ysis, the guarantee

‘.mers Demand
General Strike

o |

request that similar action be taken.
The resolutions and a letter of pro-
test directed to the West "Virginia
flopgressmen are to be published in
the Voice of Labor, a local labor pa-
per.

The letter of protest stated in part:
“Your actions, and the actions of
Congress, are making it increasingly
clear to every working man that both
parties, Republican and Demotratic
alike; are simply agents of the own-
ers, the operators and the bosses and
that they propose to suppress, ep-
press and ultimately destroy the
Ameriean working class.”

The three-point program presented
by Local 2122 is summarized by the
following resolutions:

1. We demand a 24-hour general
strike against the Slave Labor Billf

2. We demand that the CIO-AFL
unite to fight the Slave Labor Bill!

3. We demand that an independent
labor party be organized to ﬁglit l'ur
the rights of-labor::

of security, not merely to garment
labor but to all labor, is a political
probiem. The fate of the garment in-
dustry . is’: dependent
business, And the anarchy and “laick
of planning throughout capitalist
private enterprise which. léads to de-
pression—and to a depressed indus-
try, in the casé of thé rieédle trddes
—foréddoms any partial pla.rming
Over-all planning meédans govériiment
planning, which -involves politics—in
the highest, most scientifi¢ Sénse of
the teti. OF, ‘the girment workeérs
would Have fo have governniént as-
sistance in thé eévent of arn industry-
wide plam, which meéans politieal ac-
tion from the véry start. What is ob-
viously needed is a paity of labor—

an indépendent libor party ‘to repre-- -

sent the interests of the workers and
the pédple as 4 whole. Thé recessity
for such a party and sueh political
action i§ dictated bythé times;” when
every imiportant 'econoniic striggle
of ldbor becomeés a highly chdrgeéd
political issue, ahd when government
interveéntion in économic affairs has

reached a high poiiit. All one has fo -

do to redognize this fact is to ﬂocu’s
his eyés on ‘Washingtor. o

NEED FOR POLITICAL ACTION

Contrary to younger and less po-
litically sophisticated: unions,  the
leadership &and membership: of the
ILGWU are -aware or' ab least pay
lip sefvice to the idea of an inde-
pendent labor party. This:is due in
part to the socialist and rdadieal tra-
dition of the ILG, imparted-by its
founders. However, that: tradition -is
a’. pretty - dilute - solution -teday; - the
Ieaders of -the ILG always are ready
to' settle. for 1éss-than-a genumely
independent laber party.

In -1936, the' ILG ‘was the spear-
head-in the organization of the Aimer-
ican Labor Party in New York City,
whose aim; unforturiately, did not go
further than to“tiphold‘the Néw ‘Deal

- and . “save New 'York for President

Roosevélt.” "When ‘the Communiist
Party ‘took control of the ALP, the
ILG -and other' anti-Communist un-
ions and liberals 'bolted and formed
the Liberal Party in' 1944, which un-
successfully tfied Yo resuscitate the
New . Deal by snppnrting Mead and
LEehman: '

David Dubinsky, president of the
ILG, is still" first viee‘¢hairman -of

the  Libepal Party, and the ILG is .

actively supporting ‘ot a national
scale ‘the Armericans for Demoeratic
Action;' ‘which : voeiferously ' -denies
any -ambitions. :to’ Jbecome: a, third .

‘upoh - bigger

“York City,

parly, let alone a labor party. Yet
Dubinsky recently debated against

Matthew Woll on the need for in- »
- dependent political action. It is mote

than High time to put these oft-re-
peated declarations into action, Sure-

1y the ILGers have had their fill of -

third-party, liberal-labor, laboristic
and all kinds of tail-end groups which
support the politicians of private en-
terprise. A lead from the ILG, rep-
resenting the major industry in New
would spur immeasur-
ably the formation of a national in-
dependent labor party.

FOR: GREATER DEMOCRACY

The ILG has been called the “Har-
vard of the labor movement.” This
is a double-edged compliment. It
pays ftribute to the undoubted pro-
gressiveness of the union, its cultu-
ral achievements, its lengthy tradi-
tions, its great concentration on edu-
cation, health, medical benefits, in-
surance, etc. But it is also an unin-
tended but apt commentary on the
stolid, elderly, business-like bureau-
cracy that heads the union. While,the
union has grown steadily in recent
years, organizing in the West, South
and Southwest, until it now numbers
more than 375,000, this is scarcely re-
flected in the conventions or the na-
tional leadership. '

At the last convention, most of the
delegates and:speakers and vittaally
all of the executive board elected by

the convention were the old-timers,

men who have been associated with'

the union from ten to forty yeass.

Officials of the union, union managers,

business agents, organizers, Joint
Boaril ‘'members, etc., are ‘all delé-
gates. This union should take a feaf

from’ the UAW, most democratic and’’

expressive of the rank and file among
the CIO unions, and prohibit officérs
from servirig as delegates. 'Election
of officers as delégates is fatilitated
by the fact that elections for c¢on-
vention delegatés are held at the
same time as those for lo¢al officefs.
Local officers hold office for three
years, between theé triennial conven-

tions, much too Iong a time betweén

conventions, to reflect the feelings of
the membership. Most local unions
have menibership meetings only once
in two months.

When Rose Pesotta, well known or-
ganizer for the ILG, declined nomi-
nation to the GEB at the last eon-
vention, the GEB was composed
solely of males representing a union
85 per cent of whose membership' are
women, and she revealed that the

constitution prohibits more than one -

woman at a time as a member of Ehe
GEB. .. X

What the union should have is a
far greater measure of rank-and-file
control if it is to reflect the wishes
and interests of its membmshlp. if
it'is to mobilize them in the hard
days that are now beginning to show
themselves.

NOW AVAILABLE!

France:
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By SAUL BERG

The present drive against “Com-
munists” by the administration in
‘Washington, as part of its execution
of American imperialist policy here
and abroad, has led many heretefore
willing liberal tools and fellow trav-
ellers of the Stalinists to jump the
fence and to engage in pure and sim-
ple red-baiting. At the same time,
many activists in unions and other
organizations, who do not favor the
foreign policy of the Truman admin-
istration, are at the same time sin-
cere anti-Stalinists. While they op-
pose witch hunts against the Stalin-
ists, they nevertheless hdave no inter-
est whatsoever in helping the Stal-
inists to retain or secure domination
of any organization.

This ecombination of circumstances,
in which the Stalinists are unpopu-
lar for such a variety of reasons, has
nceessitated their use of all sorts of
complicated stratagems in order to
hold on to posts of leadership. The
preliminary sparring for the AVC
National Convention has provided
good examples of this.

STALINIST SLATES

Those who have kept their eyes
and ears open know who the Stalin-
ists are on the National Planning
Committee of AVC. However, it is
true that the people most widely
known as CP leaders in the AVC—

" Borden and Knoble—are not on the

NPC. To assure a first line of de-
fense to fall back on at the Milwau-
kee convention, spokesmen who pre-
tend to independence have been busy
proposing all sorts of slates, claimed
to be strictly independent, which

" turn out on examination to be just

the opposite. Three slick customers,
Frank Williams, New York Area
Council Chairman, Lee Kreindler of
New Hampshire, and M, Smollens of
Thiladelphia, have been especially
busy proclaiming their non-partisan-
ship to the skies, while. organizing
to defend the toehold of the Stalin-
ists. g

Smollens has been circulating ma-
terial nationally. He ended by pro-
posing to organize a ticket to oppose
the “extreme right wing of Gil Har-
rison and Gus Tyler and the extreme
left wing of Knoble-Borden-Kauf-
man.” Upon looking at his list of
nominees, one finds that it consists
of two groups of people: (1) Celeb-
rities—General Bradley (gotta keep,
on the good side of the government,
yva know), Melvyn Douglas, Bob
Nathan, etc., and (2) Every single
Stalinist on the present NPC! Lieb-
erman, Pottish, Efthim, Rinaldo and
company—they're all there! Take
away the window dressing, and you
find that the “left wing” that Smol-
lens opposes consists only of those
spokesmen who would probably be
defeated anyway. His purpose is to

Exposes Strategy
Of the Stalinists
At AVC Convention

help assure the reelection of the
present Stalinist minority on the
NPC by giving them a reputation
different from Knoble and Borden.

SHELVE BONUS

"The chief characteristic of the

Stalinists in their approach to pro-
gram has been cowardice. The Cali-
fornia state convention under their
leadezjship shelved the whole ques-
tion of the bonus. This demand, so
elementary, in:which the veterans
find themselves supported by the en-
tire labor movemnt, is actually fa-
vored by the Stalinists in individual"
chapters. But for the sake of not an-
tagonizing the more respectable lib-
erals, they discard it in their plat-
form for the convention. The printed
platform recently issued by their
caucus in the New York AVC pro-
poses the tabling of the bpnus ques-
tion. -
In their attitude toward General
Bradley, they have equalled the AVC
leadership in grovelling. Only.a few
weeks after Bradley came out for
“economy”’ by opposing the mainte-
nance of the program of furnishing
cars for legless veterans, the New
York CP caucus statement. appeared
with a plank endorsing Bradley's
work as head of the Veterans Ad-
ministration. To them as to the AVC
leadership, the fact that Bradley
broke up the disgraceful Legion
monopoly in the VA, allowing every-
one to get a foot in, is enough. As
long as the administration is impar-
tial, it doesn’t matter if it then pro-
ceeds to try to cut down on veterans’
benefits.

On the National Planning Com-
mittee there has been not one iota of
difference in program between the
two factions. The CP group refrains
entirely from presenting any propos-
als, and when it gets slapped directly
in the face with denunciations of
communism . . . it abstains! Under
these circumstances the Stalinist
caucus cannot pretend to any princi-
pled basis for opposition to the lead-
ership, and the whole level of the
convention is brought down to a dog
eat dog personal fight for posts.

The genuine militants in the AVC,
who want a fighting vets’ organiza-
tion allied to the labor movement,
will join even with the milk and
water respectables to kick all the
Stalinists out of leadership, for only
such an outcome can assure the
growth of an AVC free from bureau-
cratic domination. But at the same
time the genuine miltiants will not
yield in their fight for program
against the present administration.
Only an honest, forthright presen-
tation of their ideas can enable them
to demarcate themselves from the
red-baiters, and point the way to-
ward what the AVC must become
after the elimination of the Stalinist
virus.
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By E. R. McKINNEY

. MAJOR task for all the
[ s defenders of and apolo-
gists for capitalism ‘today .is

-how to make ‘“our system of

free enterprise” work. The Re-
publican and Democratic Par-
ties and the capitalist class be-
gan with the position that the
first thing to do was to eliminate

price control. Let the “law” of sup-
ply arid demand have free reign un-

- hampered by a blundering and “so-

cialistic” government bureaucracy.
Onece the controls were off and
“open,” “free” and genuine compe-
tition restored, prices would seek
their “natural” level like a stone
falling to the earth. It was admitted
that immediately following the re-
moval of controls prices would show
a tendency to rise rapidly but this
should alarm no one; things would
finally get “adjusted” in the “Amer-
ican way."” '

This conception, to the degree that
one should attribute honesty to its
proponents, was and is based on a
fallacy and a considerable amount
of downright ignorance. The ignor-
ance and the fallacy revolved around
the guestion of how prices are really
determined and this so-called “law”
of supply and demand. During the
late depression and before the apple
venders were put-to work making
bullets, before the inhabitants of the
Hoovervilles-were moved to the vari-
ous beaver board and sheet iron flop
houses erected by the Federal Gov-
ernment, there was an abundance of
“demand” but the “supply” was a
little short. Not “demand” of course
in the technical sense meant by the
capitalist economists. What they
mean by “demand” is the desire for
gomething when you have the money”
to pay for it. And of course one can’t
have the money to pay if one’s daily
occupation consists of standing in a
soup line or waiting at home for the
relief investigator to arrive.

MONOPOLY CAPITALISM
To talk about prices adjusting

 themselves on the basis of “free com-

petition” is to ignore entirely the
fact that free competition has been

Seizure of Hungary is Russia’s
Reply to the Truman Doctrine

By IRVING HOWE

‘President Truyman is apparently
excited about the situation in Hun-
gary: he seems to feel that the Hun-
garian Stalinists count ballots in
about as fair a manner as do his
political cronies of the Pendergast
machine in Kansas City.

Yet we think that for the time be-
ing none of his moral indignation and
tub-thumping will very much help the
cause of U, S. imperialism in Hungary.
The Stalinists hgve turned a coup;
they have in effect seized power and
are determined to consclidate that
power. The sharpening fension. be-
tween U. S. imperialism and Russian
imperialism, which is stringing Europe
with political and -diplomatic barbed
wire, 'is the immediate cause for the
Stalinist coup in Hupgary. It is the
Kremlin's answer tg the Truman Doc-
trine: "You can move into Greece
with dollars; we can move into Hun-
gary with bayonets. At the ‘moment
we can't drive you out of Greece, but

you can't drive us out of Hungary." -

That, we think, is an undiplomatic
version of the meaning of the Hun-
ggrian coup. A

So Truman is screaming a little

160 late. Just as U. S. imperialism

waved its dollar signs and’ got ‘the
Stalinists driven out of the Italian
and French cabinets, so the Russian
waved bayonets and its stereo-
typed confession formulae and drove
Nagy and his crowd out of Hungary.

INSIDE HUNGARY

But what is now happening inside
of Hungary? That is a really inter-
esting matter. For one thing, the_re
is panic in financial and industrial
circlés. Hungary is largely an agra-
rian country, and a backward one
at that: its small industry is owned
by three major banks. To be exact,
62 per. cent of Hungarian industry
is owned by these three banks. Now
the new regime announces its inten-
tion to nationalize these banks and
thereby the industries they control.
This has been the pattern of the
Stalinists in all the countries they
have dominated: a gradual, piece-
meal trend toward nationalization of
industry along. the lines of the bu-

reaucratic-dictatorial society in ' Rus-

sia. In some countries, the Stalinists
moved quickly, in others slowly; in
some instances they allowed minor
sectors of private industry to re-
main, in others not. But the trend in
all -of these countries, ‘the pattern,
has béen toward a facsimile of the
Russian set-up.

Not only economically; politically
as well. In all the countries under
Stalinist domination, there has been
a gradual tendency toward totali-
tarianization. Opposition parties
have been destroyed, demoralized,
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persecuted, eaten up from within by
Stalinist-organized groups. That has
been the pattern in Poland, where
the pétty-bourgeois Peasants Party
has suffered this treatment and
where the Social Democrats have
largely been absorbed within the
Stalinist orbit as political stooges—
willingly or not, it makes slight dif-
ference. It has been the pattern in
Yugoslavia and in Rumania; in the
latter country, the small group of
Independent Socialists (we don’t
know the complexion of their politics
except that they are unwilling to
knuckle under to the Stalinists) is

vigorously persecuted by the Stalin-

ist - government. )
And: that is now the puttern in
Hungdry. The niajority Small Land-

owners Party has been successively
chopped up; its leaders arrested or
expelled or accuséd of the fantastic
charge of plofting against a govern-
ment in which they presumably had
power because they were a majority.
Tke Social Demecrats have played—
as in so.many other places in eastern
Europe—the wretched role of stoog-
ing the Stalinists. But even they are
now going to get it in the neck, to
use an inelegdnt but in this case all
too accurate expression. Reports from
Budapest indicate that the Stalinist
leaders are beginning to mdke speech-
es about certain Soical Democrats
who are "enémies of the people.”
That's a sure sign of the axe. The
Stalinists are congolidating.

But- what sort of regime is this
which they are consolidating? There
is a highly. interesting problem -for
the revolutionary socialist move-
ment. Let us éxamine it in terms of
the variant analyses offered of the
nature of the Stalinist regime and
of the Stalinist patties. ;

NATURE OF REGIME

Some revolutionary socialists still
cling to the by-now thoroughly de-
stroyed theory that Stalinist totali-
tarian Russia is “a workers’ state’”
—a “degenerated workers’ state” to
be sure, but “4 workers’ state” none-
theless. They hold this opinion be-
cause industry in Russia is nation-
alized and because there are no pri-
vate capitalists. As everyone knows
and agrees, nationalization of indus-
try is an indispensable step for a
genuine workers state on the road to
socialism. But, as those of us who re-
ject the “workers’ state” theory have
pointed out, the mere fact of nation-
alization—that i$ of state ownership
of the means’ of production—is not
yet enough to’ establish the élass na-
ture of a regime. For then what is
crucial is: who controls this state
which in turn controls the national-
ized industries? Since, it is obvious
that the workers in Russia don’t con-
trol the staté, that on the contrary
they.are at the niercy, of the bureau-
crats who control' the state, we con-
clude that Stalinist” Russia is not a
workers’ state. .

(Continued ont page 4)

Capitalist Leac
low Their Profit System Functions

negotiated to a large extent in capi-
talist production and distribstion for
many a decade. Prices today are
monopoly prices; that is, the areas
in which prices adjust themseiver on
the basis of competition and the.
“law” of supply and demand are
narrow. What we have today is com-
petition between monopolies, which

subjects all enterprise to their pow- ~

er and control. Prices change, sup-
ply and demand adjust themselves to
there monopolistic conditions.

The great monopolies were formed
expressly for the purpose of escaping
the travail of "free” and “open” com-
petition. The packing industry is
called the "Big Five," the steel indus.
try is "Big Steel” and “Little Steel,"
rubber is the "Big Three,"” automo-
biles is the "Big Three," in packaged
food there are Standard Brands, Gen-
eral Food, California Packing Co.,
chain groceries have a "Big Three,"
"five and ten' stores, likewise. The
whole of electric power is held by
two or three big helding companies,
with investment bankers at the very
top. Railroads are an offiliated sys-
tem with the bankers in control
through interlocking direcforates.
Communications do it far better:
Western Union and American Tele-
phone and Telegraph are each the
llnig on-e'll o

Not only do these giant corpora-

- tions, trusts and holding companies

operate within their own field on. a
monopoly basis but the whole of cap-
italist business enterprise functions
monopolistically ‘through its trade
associations and organizations, for
the purpose of establishing prices
and wages. By this it is not meant
that the leaders of business and com-
nierce sit down together and decide

By ARTHUR STEIN

Reports continue to pile up con-
cerning Russian citizens in Central
and Western Europe who refuse to
be repatriated, to, Russia. Their re-
fusal has been so determined that
many, when confronted with forced
repatriation, have committed sui-
cide.

The motive of these people in re-
fusing repatriation is obvious: the
Russian government has taken the
position that anyone who had “per-
mitted” himself to be captured by
the Germans, either as a prisoner of
war or as a slave laborer, has there-
by committed a criminal act. Since
the Russian economy is operated on
the basis of using a constantly in-
creasing supply of forced labor, for-
mer prisoners of the Axis powers are
a valuable source of slave laborers
for.the Kremlin empire.

Recently, a group of Russian “dis-
placed . persons” in camps in Italy
issued an urgent appeal to the oul-
side world for aid in preventing
their forced shipment to slave labor
camps in Russia. Another group in'
¥France has been confined to barbed
wire repatriation camps which are
run, under an agreement with the
French government, by Russian po-
lice forces.

ALLIED “SLAVE-CATCHERS”

Under terms of an agreement
signed at Yalta, British and Amer-
ican military fbrces have consist-
ently served the Russians as “slave-
catchers.” By the beginning .of this
year, more than two million Russian
nationals had been forced back to
Russia. Today, 13,800 of them are left
in camps throughout Europe, while
a much larger number, estimated. at
around 400,000, has avoided the
camps by concealing their national-
ity. _

According to the- Yalta agreement,
only former members of thé Russian
armed forces were to be forced to
return, while the former labor slaves
of the Nazis were to be given the
.alternative of staying in the West
if they so desired. However, since
ithe propaganda campaign of the Rus-
sian, embassies® failed to get these
people to agree to voluntary repa-
triation, a good deal more than
“moral persuasion” has been used
by the British, Russians and Amer-
icans: )

The following are excerpts from
a report on forced repatriation of
Russian refugees from Italy, released
here by the Refugee Defense Com-
mittee:

On August 14, 1946, all those who
were in the Russian section of the
camp at Bagnole were transported .to
the prisoners of war camp in Rimini.
Here all “former” Soviet citizens”
were segregated on the basis of pre-
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all the details of what prices and
wages should be. They can hardly
do so given the present organization
of capitalism. What they do is to
adopt general formulas to take care
of the overall needs.of industry in
the way of prices and wages. They
come to some general decision that
prices should be increased and not
lowered, that wages should be held
down, or if increased, only by a cer-
tain amount. ,

This should be clear from what
has transpired during the months
since the death of OPA. What hap-
pened to the “law” of supply and
demand? With the country stripped
of the usual peacetime abundance of
supplies, the manufacturers began
operations after the war was over. -
Fifty-eight millions were at work
and unemployment was negligible.
But the goods did not get to the re-
tail stores. Manufacturers piled up
huge inventories, The goods were
packed away in warehouses. From
January to February of this year in-
ventories increased from 20 billion
to 21 billion; or one billion dollars
in a single thirty-day period! Com-
bined with this rapid increase in in-
ventories was a rapid, constant and
seemingly limitless increase in
prices. Where was the “law” of sup-
ply and demand? Where .were the
price reductions which were to fol-
low the elimination of OPA? Where
were the benefits which “free enter-
prise” would bestow if only the gov-
ernment would take its hand off and
give industry an opportunity to pro-
duce and make a “fair profit” on its
investment? it ..

Despite all this there are capital-
ists and defenders of capitalism who
feel that the system is working fine.

lers

The National Industrial Conference
Board got so elated at the way
things were going that this institu-
tion decided to discover “what keeps
the American free-enterprise system
ticking so strongly.” Mr. Virgil Jor-
dan, the president of the NICB, in
a speech at the meeting of the Edi-
son Electrical Institute, told what he
discovered.. Mr. Jordan discovered
that “our” success is due to our
“economic freedom” and “free com-
petition in free markets.” But he
sees a dark ecloud on the horizon.
We have gone too far “in the direc-
tion of government controls and pri-
vate monopolistic practices.” What
is really unique in our system“is the
American democratic way of life it-
self.” But according to Mr. Jordan
we must keep a very vigilant eye on
the “monopolies,” government, busi-
ness “and now the labor monopo-
lies.” “Eternal vigilance is the price
of liberty.”
*

Mr. R. T. Haslam, of the Standard
Qil Co. of New. Jersey has written a
pamphlet. He has just returned from
a good will tour of South America.
He found some competition there but
nothing like the "complete” competi-
tion which prevails in the good old
U. S. A. Here “people, ,corporations,
industries and geographic. areas all
compete with one another.” Mr. Has-
lam is very proud of the American
system because under this system
“people are constantly changing jobs
or starting new businesses.. , . cutting
costs and prices. . . ." Furthermore
“our system puts a premium on effi-
ciency, which leads to low prices and
high wages, which in turn mean that
more people can buy the great quan-

Explain

tities of goods we turn out.” 1t may
be necessary to emphasize that this
is_a brand new pamphlet and was not
written in 1928, 4

In trying to make “our system of
free enterprise” work the big busi-
ness geniuses pay -attention to talk
about a coming depression. Accord-
ing to the New York Times, one big
insurance executive has the cure, or
at least he knows where the real
danger is. It seems that a source of
“imminent danger” is the insistence
of misguided people for lower prices,
His argument is, if the public be-
lieves that prices will come down,
they will not buy now. But if people
don’t buy now produyction will have
to. be reduced. If production is re-
duced costs will.go up. This will ne-
cessitate price increases. The moral
is, if you don’t want unemployment
and higher prices keep paying the
present high prices, no matter how
highthey go.

'WHAT IS A RECESSION
Another interesting aspect of this .

question is the language used to de-
seribe certain phenomena. Prices are
not increasedior decreased but “re-
adjusted ' There are certain “mal-
adjustments” in “the .price strue-
ture.” There are also “cost malad-
justments” and “scattered inventory
losses” following “price adjust-
ments.” ! G s
. Also, it can now be definitely sqid
that we know the difference between :
a ‘“recession" and a "depression."
The .difference has been explained by
no less an authority than Winthrap
Aldrich, chairman of the Chase Na-
tional . ‘Bank. Mr. Aldrich concedes
that there may be a recession but one

(Continued on page 6)

viously prepared lists and placed be-
hind barbed wire. )

This action created so much indig-
nation and suspicion that the British
command felt constrained to reassure
the refugees. Among other things
they were told that it had all been

done in order to protect them from

Soviet persecution: that in a prison-
ers of war camp they were under the
protection of the British Army and
the Soviets therefore could not pos-
sibly interfere with their fate.

Shortly before the events of May
8, Major Hills promised the entire
camp that they would be emigrating
to the Argentine and that they had
precedence over all other categories.
Lt. Col. Martin, the officer command-
ing, made a public declaration in the
same sense to the entire camp.

On -May 7, Capt. Smith called out
a list of 185 names, all of whom were
told to -prepare for evacuation from
Rimini. Apparently wishing to re-
assure them, he suggested that, they
take their bedding and belongings
with them. The refugees ~complied
quietly. That evening they were sur-
rounded by a heavy guard. All of
them were searched and deprived of
every article which might conceiv-
ably be lethal, including _.b'ottles.
phials and tin cans. Then they were
made to take off their British battle
dress and to don German garb,.

On the morhing of May 8, a num-
ber of strong British units arrived
at the camp and, while these units
stood guard, the refugees were placed
aboard trucks. Each truck seated 15
people and each one deparied only
after the previous one had returned.
Each truck was escorted by a radip
car, tommy-gunners on motorcycles
and two jeeps, one in front and one
behind, both mounted with machine-
‘guns. At the time, no one knew the
déstination of the trucks and no-one
could guess why they were so heavily
guarded.

BRITISH DECEPTION

British troops and battalions of
carabinieri had already been de-
ployed around the nearby hamlet and
the railroad station. At the station,
each ‘group of 15 dismounted between
solid rows of British guards, their
tommy-guns at the alert. They were
herded between this gauntlet onto
special railroad cars that were await-
ing them. Only then did the refugees
realize that they had been deceived
and that they were beihg handed
over to the Soviets.

The following scenes took place
during this operation:

1. While boarding the prison car,
Alexander Kristalevsky, 25 years old,
tore himself loose, picked up a large
boulder and struck himself on the
temple with it, thus killing himself.
2. Paul Redin,
\vren}:h'gﬂ a giuin from a British Tom-
my and tried to shoot himseif. When

33 " years old;

the rifle failed to.fire, he tried .to
club his way to freedom with it. He .
broke. through the first line of Brit-
ish soldiers, but then was shot dead.

3. The Bikodoroffs, father and son
(Vladimir, 52 years old; Nicholas, 22
years old) tried to make a simulia-
neous break. The father, to save his
son, threw himself from the truck
and bowled several of the guards off
their feet. The son tried to leap
through the opening thus  created,
but was instantly shot. The' father,
unconscious, was thrown aboard the
railroad car.

4. Anatole Imanov, 27, snatched
a gun from a guard and tried to
shoot his way out. He was Kkilled in
the melee. e

5. Koursahin, a medical doctor,
committed suicide by swallowing poi~
son. .

6. Among those delivered to the
Soviets were 12 married men. At the
station, women and children were
forcibly separated from their hus-
bands, sons and brothers. An old
woman, mother of one Ivan Korobko,
who by accident had discovered her
son in Italy after the war, begged to
be allowed to share his fate. She
was torn away from him—forever.

One by one, the railroad cars with
their cargoes of condemned men were
assembled in the station at Bologna,
where they were joined by another
hundred or so Russians who were
being repatriated from the American
camp at Pisa. We have not as yet re-

- ceived a full account of what hap-

pened at. Pisa. The following facts,
however, have been ascertained:
Among those slated for delivery
was-one Pavel Ivanov, former camp
leader of the Russian group. Until
the very last he trusted the word of
the British officers, who had assured
him that all of the inhabitants of the
camp would be safeguarded. Shortly
before the transfer from Rimini,
some friends from a nearby camp
had suggested escape to him. He re-
fused their suggestion, saying that
he trusted the British command and
could not violate his'pledge to them.

ONE-SIDED BATTLE ;
It is said that only in Bologna did

he understand fhat they had all been

deceived. He reacted with firmness
and courage. He waited for an op-
portune moment: then he called out
to all men to revolt rather than per-
mit themselves to be returned to
their death. The unarmed Russians,
knowing well what awaited them if
they were returned, threw themselves

to a man against the British guards

who surrounded them and fought
what was for many of them the last
battle for their lives. Some of them
succeeded in seizing rifles from their
guards, but the battle was too one-
sided 'to last very long. A precise
“‘estimate of the casualties is difficult.
According “'to ‘our information, al-

most, 1100 Russians were killed . or
wounded and there were also a hum-
ber of British casualties. Ivanov him-
self, seeing the hopelessness of the
situation, picked up an empty can

and committed suicide by cutting his .

arteries and then his throat with its
jagged edge.

Major Hills again guaranteed the
safety of thése who remained in the

camp upon_ his word of honor as a .

British officer. In every DP camp
attempts were made to reassure the

inmates by telling them that what

had happened had merely been a.sur-
render to -the Soviets of known “war -
criminals.” But the Russians living -
in, Italy knew the people who were
surrendered; and they have thus been
able to convince themselves that the
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term “war criminal”"—just as is the

case with the designation “enemy of -
the ‘peopte” in the Soviet Union—is :

a classification sufficiently - elastic to
meet all the desires of the Soviet
régime. It is clear from- everything
that has happened that the Soviets

consider all their pre-war citizens

now in, exile to be “war criminals.”
The population' of the camps is in.
a state of great anxiety. General des-

pair, - hopelessness, a complete. . dis- ‘_
trust of the camp adminigtration,
have together made life unbearable. .

The people here would be ready to
make any sacrifices—they .would be
ready to die if necessary—if they

could only escape from the camps and’

the.endless deception of their ‘pro-
tectors.” But the general situation in
Italy is such that even this final ave-
nue is closed to them.
Simultaneously  with events ' .de-
seribed -above, 'the Allied and Ital-
ian police have launched a full-scale
man-hunt against all those refugees

who laek identification papers, and
especially against those who . hawe -
been designated by the Soviets. This, ®
man-hunt is obviously being conduct- -

(Continued on page'5)
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A Lesson in Labor Unity

‘By the time you read this editorial,
two important events will have taken
place in New York City. One of them has
already taken place and the other is sched-
uled for the time we go to press.

The one already held was the big mass
rally held by the AFL in Madison Square
Garden against the Taft-Hartley Slave
Labor Bill, to which 40,000 workers

poured out into the streets, jammed the-

Garden and filled adjacent blocks. The CIO
is also scheduled to hold a similar rally at

. the Garden, which will no doubt be at
least as large.

We shall not here dwell on the short-
comings of the AFL’s tremendous meeting,
no .doubt to be duplicated by the CIO—
the fact that they were loaded with speak-
ers who were capitalist politicians trying
to excuse the inexeusable records of their
parties; the fact that the Republicans
were singled out for attack even though
the Democratic Party has an equally re-
‘actionary record in Congress; the fact
that there wasn’t-any sentiment expressed

by the speakers in behalf of labor’s most
erying need: independent political action.
These were serious shortcomings indeed;
but no more about them here. '

- What concerns us now is the potential

strength of labor which is indicated by
these gigantic demonstrations. Consider
the fact that every housewife whe gets her

" milk delivered by a driver (there' ate’

nearly one million such deliveries made
each morning in New York City) :also got
a leaflet announcing the AFL garden rally,
That. showed the widespread possibilities
for reaching other workers which the AFL
has: an infinitely more effective device
than the paid advertisements which it
-placed in capitalist newspapers. It showed
how the labor movement reaches into

every corner and aspect of daily life and
is able to control production at will; for
,labor is indeed the motive power behind
all production.,

But there's’ another idea we'd like to
get across to you on these demonstrations.
The AFL got 40,000 people out; the CIO
will get at least as many, Just imagine
what kind of meeting could have been
beld if there had been a joint raily!

Why not? There have been negotiations
between AFL and CIO for organic unity,
which seem likely not to come 'to anything
right now. But just because there isn’t or-
ganic unity is no reason why there should
not be joint action on specific issues about
which there is not possible.disagreement
between the two giant bodies of labor.

If there had been a joint rally, it would
have fired the imagination of the entire
city. People who have said: "Just think
of that! The AFL and CIO getting together
against the Slave Labor Bill. Must be pret-
ty important if they're heolding a joint
rally.”"” There would have been an attend-
ance far greater than the total attendance
of the two separate meetings. It would
have gained national publicity. It would
have shown that all sections of labor,
whatever their other differences, can
unite to work together against their com-
mon enemies. : e s
“oiWerettalking about““what*eould “have
happened.” BUT IT STILL CAN HAP-
PEN! Two separate meetings—but now
a 'joint meeting. That’s something every
AFL and CIO worker ought to take up in
his union as a proposition for the imme-
diate future. So long as there are two
separate labor organizations, let them at
least work together when the future of all
workers is threatened..

No “‘Death Penalty” for Slaves

" The professional “friends of the Soviet
Union”’—that is, those whose purpose is
to apologize for Stalinist totalitarianism
—are creating a bit of a hullaballoo about
the decree issued on May 26 by the Sta-
linist regime which “abolished the death
penalty.” They are pointing to this decrge
as evidence of the democratization and
humanitarianism of the Stalinist regime.

Before analyzing the specific nature
and motives of this- decree, we wish to

emphasize one central point: nothing a-

totalitarian regime does can be taken at
face, value, none of its decrees have any
necessary relationship to what it has done,
can do, will do or is doing. For so long as
a regime is totalitarian, so long as it is
dictatorial, so long as there is not the
slightest possibility' of the expression of
popular discontent with its actions, then
it is free to behave as it wishes. It may
violate its own “laws” with complete im-
punity or fear of criticism; it may violate

them secretly without the possibility of -

ever being discovered. For instance, the
Stalinist regime quietly and secretly mur-

dered thousands. of Old Bolsheviks with-

out trial during the past two decades; it
brought its critics to trial only when con-

" yenient for its own purposes.
That is why the decrees of a totalitarian
" government are not worth the paper they
are written on. In the case of a capitalist
democratic regime, most legislation and all
basic legislation is also passed and execut-
ed in the interests of the ruling capitalist
class; but there is still the possibility of
criticism and mass pressure from dissi-
dents and from the masses o6f wworkers.
That is why, when the masses succeed ‘in
pressuring through a piece of legislation
(like, say, unemployment insurance)
- ‘which gives them some help, they are in
" a position to see to it that that legislation
is enforced. ' _ >
In a totalitarian country like Stalinist
Russia, that is impossible. Which is why

we say .that the “abolition of the death
penalty” means absolutely nothing so long
as Russia is in the grip of the Stalinist
‘bureaucratic dictatorship.

What, however, are the specific reasons
for this decree? We believe there are sev-
eral reasons: .

(1) It is a useful propaganda device
for foreign consumption. It gives material
to the cynics and the naive: who are
“friends of the Soviet Union.” And it costs
nothing—for while the apologists for Sta-
linism prate about the abolition of the

death penalty, the Stalinist regime itsélf -

can, because of “its unlimited powers, de-
stroy in secret-any opponent.who dares
criticize it. g

(2) Together with the announcement of
the “abolition of the death penalty” came
the announcement from Moscow that for
the “crimes” formerly punished by the
death penalty there would now be meted
out sentences of 25 years in “‘corrective
labor camps.” From all reports of what'
forced labor camps in Russia are like, it
is obvious that no person could or would
want to last 25 years in them. This change
from death sentence to 25 years in labor
camps is merely a means of prolonging the
agony of the condemned; it merely means
that the Stalinist state will destroy its
prisoners by hunger and labor instead of
killing them painlessly and immediately.
Whoever thinks that a step to humanitar-

SOCIALIST YOUTH HIT
STALINIST HOOLIGANISM

PARIS, May 2—In the course of the
First of May demonstration at Paris,
some militants of the Socialist Youth
who were distributing the Red Flag,
national organ of our movement, and
a leaflet of solidarity with the Re-
nault strikers, were attacked in cow-
ardly fashion by members of the
UJRF (Stalinist youth), who tore up
papers and leaflets and injured sev-
eral comrades. One of them had to
be hospitalized.

Similar attacks were made at sev-
eral places against Renault strikers
and members of the PCI (Trotsky-
ists).

The national bureau of the Social-
ist Youth condemns these odious at-
tacks. It sees in them the result of
the abominable campaign of calum-
nies pursued by certain papers for
several weeks, in particular against
the Socialist Youth.

It denounces publicly and -force-
fully the introduction into the ranks
of the working class of these methods
inherited from fascism, at the mo-
ment when the necessity of unity of
action of the proletarian forces is
greater than ever.

The National Bureau
of the Socialist Youth.

°
CEYLON

The June 3 New York Times car-
ried the following brief dispatch
from Colombo, Ceylon’s capitsl city:

“Royal marines and sailors from
the British cruiser Glasgow marched
through the streets of Colombo with
a Ceylon defense force contingent

today in an apparent show - of
strength in the face of spreading
strikes. It was estimated that ap-

proximately 25,000 government and

industrial workers were involved in
the strikes.”

For details on the situation we
must await word from the Ceylon
Trotskyists. What we do know is the
pattern of the past year that has led
to this crisis. During the war, when
the Lanka Sama Samaj Party, Cey-
lon section of the Fourth Internation-
al, was illegal, leadership of the le-
gal trade union movement fell into
the hands of the reformists and Sta-
linists. The period since 1945, when
the Trotskyist leaders were released
from prison, has witnessed the slow,
steady resurgence of their influence
over the mass movement, and a ire-
mendous increase in the militancy
of the working class. Last October,
a strike that started among the bank
clerks took on the character of a
general strike in Colombo. The re-
formists and Stalinists were forced
briefly into a united front with the
Trotskyists of the LSSP.

The strikers were victorious on the
specific issue ever which the strike
took place. However, in December
ihe government, which had refused
recoghition to the unions of civil
service workers, attempted with the
aid of the reformist leadership of
those unions, to put through a plan
for splitting up the strong govern-

ment unions into small departmental
segments which would be recognized.
The aroused membership turned
down’ the plan, ousted the union
leaders and elected a new revolu-
tionary leadership. It was under the
new leadership that 5,000 govern-
ment workers of Colombo, Galle and
Kandy went out on strike a month
ago. Now, this latest dispatch indi-
cates a broadening of the struggle.
Certainly ‘the British. Navy's show
of strength marks the seriousness of
the situation. .
January’s municipal elections in
Ceylon ‘' provided a good test of
strength.” Thé LSSP, mistakenly, in
our opinidh, ran candidates in only
two wards of Colombo, and endorsed
the CP candidafes in ten others on
the ground ‘of the necessity of work-
ing class unity. The result was that
the two Trotskyist candidates were
elected in spite’ of Stalinist opposi-
tion, while only one of the ten CP
candidates was able to win, even with
the LSSP endorsemeént. The workers
simply ‘wouldn't stomach the Stalin-
ist lackeys, who have been working
very closely  with the native capital-
ist ‘palitical machine. Furthermore,
our comrades elected three other
councillors in smaller cities.

The present labor crisis is undoubt-
edly connected with the legislative
elections taking place this month—
the first in Ceylon in many years. In
this election, the CP has lined up in
support of the United National Party,
the party. of the native capitalists,
while. the Trotskyist LSSP consti-
tutes the chief opposition ticket.

Stalinist Coup in Hungary - -

(Continued from page 3) -

‘But what about those countries in
‘which the Stalinist armies have set :
up puppet regimes and in which
economies constantly more like that:

in Russia are being established? If.jt. .
is the fact of nationalized. economy. .

in Russia which makes it a “workers!
state,” why does not the nationaliza-
tion of economy in Poland or Yugo-
slavia make the regimes in those .
countries workers’ states? And if

and when the Stalinists nationalize,,,

talitarian state capitalism. In which
case, when do these Stalinist parties
cease being “working class” parties”
and when do they become parfies of
totalitarian state capitalism? This
theory too is an impossible muddle.

TESTING THEORIES

What, however, of the theory put
forward in the revolutionary move-

~ ment that Stalinist Russia is a state

capitalist society? Since it is appar-
ent that the regimes being estab-
lished in eastern Europe are moving

the basic industries in Hungat"y. Whyis feloser in character to that estab-
won’t there be a workers’ state ;jiched in Russia, ‘we must conclude

‘exorability: the one condition which
the defenders of this theory give as
sufficient to establish the presence of ,,
a workers’ state in Russia is the ex-.
istence of nationalized property. If.
that one condition exists elsewhere,
then there must be in that country .
a workers’ state as well. '

But surely no revolutionary social-

_ist can stomach the idea that there is

a workers' state being established in .
Hungary today, or that there is some -
sort of genuine proletarian revolution

taking place there! Surely every revo-

lutionary socialist, every . Trotskyist

must gag at that! Yet such a conclu-

sion is the only logical and consistent

possible result of the "workers' state"

theory. 1t is a result which indicates

once more the political insufficiency

and invalidity of the theory.

It indicates as well the impossibly
contradictory nature of the idea that
the Stalinist parties are “working
class parties.” If one believes, as
some do, that Russia is a “degener-
ated workers’ state” and the Stalin-
ist parties “degenerate working class
parties,” then one must conclude
that some sort of “degenerate work-
ing class revolution” has been ac-
complished in eastern Europs. On
the other hand, if one believes, as
some do, that there is a capitalist
society in Russia and that the Stal-
inist parties are nonetheless still
“working class parties,” then one
must conclude that the traditienal
bourgeoisie is being expropriated in

“eastern Europe by “working class

parties” in order to establish. . . to-

ianism and democracy is ‘welcome to the - i

thought.

A few days after the above announce-
ment there came further news from Rus-
sia that penalties for various “erimes”
have been stiffened; the terms of service
in the forced labor camps have been in-
creased. We would like to see some of the
“friends of Stalinist totalitarianism” ex-
plain that away while thHey are reveling
over the “great Stalin’s wisdom and hu-
manity.”

(Continued in last column)
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there? For it follows with logical iy ¢ 4h5¢ there too state capitalism is: be-

ing established. But on the basis of

+this theory, we see state capitalism,

presumably the most advanced and
-concentrated stage of capitalism, es-
tablished by the . . . expropriation -of
the traditional capitalist class. On
the basis of this theory, we must
come to the impossible conclusion
that state capitalist society . . . is
anti-capitalist.. In which case, why
call it capitalist to begin with?
Traditionally in the Marxist move-
ment, those who have posited the
possibility of state capitalism—that
is, a sodiety where the state rules
and owns industry as direct depos-
itory for the capitalist class as a
whole, rather than allowing private

individuals to own industry—have_

thought of it as part of the organic
development of capitalist spciety.
They have thought of it as a late
stage of capitalist: concentration.
Whether or not one believes such a
stage possible; whether or not one
believes that the realization of such
a stage would mean the continued
existence of capitalist society as we
know it; still the theory makes a
certain amount of sense because it
posits state capitalism in terms of
the continuity of capitalist society,
that is, the continuity of the capital-
ist class. But here we are asked to
believe that this stage of capitalism
is being introduced against the wish-
es of the bourgeoisie and by the ex-
propriation of the entire bourgeoisie.

We think the events in Hungary
demonstrate, in terms of practical po-

litical confirmation,  the validity of
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the théory advanced by the Workers
Party on the Russian question: Rus-

sian society is neither capitalist nor’

proletdrian; it is a bastard form, the
product of'a unique historical con-
figuration——the degeneration of an
isolated proletarion revolution in a
backward country: This form we call
bureaucratic collectivism, a label
which has at léast the virtue of ac-
curate description if not of full his-
torical: explanation. In our opinion;
bureaucratic colléctivism is a society
both -anfi-proletarian and anti-capi-
talist. ‘This “analysis’ is confirmed In
the events in Hungary and ‘all of easts

=i iern"Europe: ini those countries where

the Stalinists ‘seize power, they de-
stroy the power of both the native

working ‘class .and the native 'bour-

geoisie. They establish an extension
of the Russian state power,

We are aware that these remarks
do not at all exhaust a most complex
problem, but we think that they at
least point the road to a proper an-
alysis of what is happening today 'in
eastern Europe.
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BLAMING IT ON BABY R
Like many other popular beliefs, the concept;
of the absent-minded professor has a eonsiderable
basis in fact, Ours is a society which demands a
great deal of specialization in every field. This has
produced startling results, of which the atomie
bomb is a frightening example. But the one-sided-
ness which this specialization causes produces al-
most equally startling phenomena when these
monarchs of the classroom begin to issue speeches
from the throne on fields unrelated to their spe-
cialty. g

The social sciences in particular have recently
fallen vietim to such periodic” royal pronounce-
ments. For such persons the study of society is
conceived of as being in the intellectual public
domain, where one man’s opinion is as good as
another’s, and where the scientific method, which
rigorously disciplines their investigations in their
specialties, can be happily cast aside:

The most recent person to air his views on the
world’s ills is Dr. Arnold Gesell, diréctor of the
Yale University clinic on child development. It
must be said that the value of Gesell’s views on
social preblems is inversely proportional to the
value of his exceptionally interesting work in
gross observation of child development.

GESELL ON WAR

Gesell’s views were recently summed up: by
the New York Times as follows: “By meeting ‘the

natural history of aggression’ in all children, with -

a science of child development and intelligent

guidance of anger, fear and sélf-assertion in the’

rising generation, we can hope to control hostile
aggressions and war at their psychologi¢al source
and make war impossible because it will be un-
thinlg?ble . . . ‘aggressive and hostile tendencies
are the natural result of inborn temperament, ex-
perience and training, and maturity.’”

Such views are not uncommon. They have been
expounded in different and more stimulating form
by persons such as Freud. But they disintegrate
upon the slightest contact with reality. - '

What Gesell fails to establish is the connection
between the indubitable “aggressive and hostile
tendencies” of the individual personality and
large scale modern war. If such universal aggres-
sive tendencies are the basis of modern war
Gesell has considerable explaining to' 'do. As
spokesman for the inarticulate if not silent babies
of the world I'd like to ask Gesell a few questions:

- Why, for instance, does every nation have to re-
sort to conscription? According to Laski, speaking
at the last labor party conference, the English
army could hope to. raise only 18,000 to 31,000
troops on a voluntary basis. . Ay e

Why, if this aggressive instinct is so all-per-
vasive, must every army operate on the basis of

rigid diseipline? The most “aggressive” army-of

all, the Wehrmacht, was held together in good
:part by a ruthless system of terrorism.

How .gccount for historic events like #he Ris='",

sian Revolution, which was made possible by the
pacific" rather than "aggressive" instincts of the
troops? ZEL RS

Why, in the recent war, were these “hostile
and aggressive tendencies” directed hgainst the
Germans and the Japanese, who few soldiers had
even seen—much less have a personal hatred of,
and not against Negroes, say, who live in the
United States and against whom most whites do
have an antipathy?

Why is this inherent aggression currently di-
rected against the Russians, who but yesterday
were our friends? -

Why does it sometimes take the form of eivil
war—and at other times of foreign abroad?
A SOCIAL QUESTION ' '

Even under capitalism individuals do not nor-
mal_ly_ settle d:ffe:rences by violent or lethal means,
in spite of their “aggressive and hostile tenden-

cies.” At the University of Chiecago roundtable’

broadeast, where Gesell’s theories were contested
by Dr. Adrian Vander Veer, we are sure that
Gesell had little desire to wheel up an M-6 tank
and give his estimable colleague the business.

War is a secial question whose roots will not
be discovered by prowling into childhood behavior.
They will be discoverd by bringing to the study of
'society the same scrupulousness observed in upply'-
ing the scientific method in other fields.

The foul interests underlying world polities
have seldom been so clearly and so frequently ex-
?osed as they have in the two years which have
Just-passed. The root evil is eapitalism.

That Gesell is so little able to perceive it af-
fords one more unfortunate proof of how little
the‘ middleclass scientifie intelligentsia, profound
as its insights may be 'in other fields, is able to
rise above the regressive social ideas of its times.

n n
No “"Death” - -
{Continued from.-editurial column)

Slave labor is being used today in Russia

. to'an unprecedented degree. German pris-

oners, stranded Poles, Russian dissidents
—these are a few of the sources of re-
plenishment for the Stalinist slave labor
camps. We shall not here go into a detailed
description ; we shall only refer our read-
ers to the article by Jack Weber on “Sta-
lin’s Slave Labor Camps” in the forthcom-
ing July issue of The New International.
It is only in terms of the Stalinist desire
to find new sources of supply for their
slave labor camps that the “abolition of
the death penalty” can be seen; and it is
only in terms of recognition of the totali-
tarian nature of the Stalinist regime that
all of its actions can be understood.
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A _Progr‘am
To Support

. unions, in close cooperation. The AVC shouid be-

DOMESTIC AFFAIRS |

Since the last convention of the American
Veterans Committee a full scale offensive has
been launched against the mass of working people
of this country by a Congress which openly rep-
resents the interests of the few. The past year
has seen the abolition of price control, the disin-
tegration of the veterans emergency housing pro-
gram and finally the most vicious attempt in our
history to shackle labor. The policies of the gov-
ernment and of private industry are hastening
the wiping out of the buying power of the people,
and thereby hastening a new depression, with all
that such a prospect signifies for the average
workingman—unemployment, miserable relief liv-
ing standards and condemnation to contintied ex-
istence in the overcrowded slums of today.

The average young veteran suffers from the
reactionary policies of the government even more
than most of the population becduse his lack of
experience, his absence from normal occupdtions,
during the war, puts him on the bottom of the eceo-
nomic ladder. Thus his interests are directly linked
with the only force capable of a successful fight on
the political and economic front against reaction—
namely, the organized labor movement. The AVC
can make the fight of the averdge veteran for jobs,
housing and security its own fight only by linking
its activities with the progressive activities of the

come the rallying point for the working veteran.

To implement the perspective outlined above
we present the following planks:

HOUSING

1. Retention of the Veterans Emergency Hous-
ing Program.

2. Retention of rent control.

3. Government interest-free loams for home
building by individual veterans.

4, A program to begin construction of 10,000
000 homes and apartment units before the end of .
1947—at least one-third of these to be built di-
rectly by the federal government for the low iIn-
come groups. The balance are o be provided for
through private construction with government aid.

5., Requisitioning for emergency housing of
boarded up mansions and all other suitable idle
buildings:

6.- The setting up of joint committees by AVC,
other veteran and progressive organizations, and
the trade unions to fight evictions of tenants um-
able to pay increased rents, in areas where rent
control is abolished or weakened.

7. The. abolition of all racial and religious re-
strictive covenants, The abolition of zonmg prac-
tices avhich prevent .the setting up of low mcome
housing.in new areas..

EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR

1, For a permanent Federal Fair Employment
Practices Commission with power to enforce fair
employment. practices.

2. For extension of the Federal Fair Labor
Sta_ndz'rds Act to cover all employees and to pro-
vide a national minimum wage of one dollar per
hour as well as the enactment of state laws pro-
viding the same minimum. :

3. For a .permanent Federal Employment
. Service with adequate facilities for vocational
counselling. :

4. For a comprehensive system of federal un-
employment insurance. at a minimum rate of $30
per week for a period of 25 weeks per year, in-
cluding time lost in labor disputes.

5. For full endorsement of the position taken by
the AFL and CIO in opposition to the bills to en-
slave labor that have beén presented to Congress.

. To implement our opposition, we propose a national

demonstration in Washingten, sponsored by the
trade unions, with participation by all erganiza-
tions that oppose the slave labor bills, -

6. We recognize the fundamental 1mp0rtance
and value of the labor movement. We commend
and unreservedly support those unions which
have taken the lead in fighting corruption and
racketeering within "the labor 'movement. We
support these unions in their opposition to inters
vention. in the affairs of the labor movement by
antagonistic forees, and in their assertion of la-
bor's right to clean its own house.

7. We oppose government interference.in labor :

disputes and the affairs of the union. We oppose
government seizure of industries for the purpose
of strikebreaking.

8. We endorse the right of all workers to ;irlku.

TAX POLICY

. The following constitutes a supplement to our
present tax program:
1. We favor an increase in income tax exemp-

Renault Si

‘Below we print the text of a leaflet issued in
Paris by the strike cummlttee durlng the recent
Renault strike.

o :

WORKERS OF THE METAL INDUSTRY OF THE
PARIS REGION, THE WORKERS OF THE RENAULT
FACTORIES ON STRIKE ADDRESS YOU
Comrades:

Since Tuesday, April 29, our strike has as-
sumed a general character, 'Already, several
weeks ago, partial strikes demanding a readjust-
ment of wages had broken out ‘in the factory.
With a wage of 42 francs per hour (about 30
cents), faced with the unceasing rise in the cost
of living, none of us could make ends meet. That
is why on Thursday, April 25, departments 6 and
18 went on strike, and a strike committee, elected
almost unanimously in a general assembly, was
instructed to lead a struggle for: _

Ten francs per hour increase in base pay;

Payment for time on strike.

The strike committee, in order to protecnie ﬂuls
struggle which ‘interests all the workers, immedi-

‘ ately appealed to all the Renault factories. And
despite the opposition of the official trade ‘union
leadership, the workers, organized and. unorgan-
ized, whatever their union or political organization,
were unanimous in adopting our demands. .

Before our dec:Swe action, the management

'hohs to $1500 for single persons, $30{)0 for cou-

ples, and $1000 for each additional dependent.

2. We favor the enactment of a $25,000 income
limit after taxes.

3. We favor abolition of preferential treat-
ment of capital gains.

HEALTH POGRAM
1. We favor a comprehensive national health

'prbgra_,m, to include federal aid to the states for

the establishment of community .wide preventive

‘health services, compulsory health insurance and

extension of social security benefits as they re-
late to health—particularly health care provi-
sions for the indigent and cash disability com-

‘pensation.

2. We faver federal assistance for medical re-
'search and education, national mental and school
health programs, a national dental program, and
a national cancer control program. We urge, fur-
thermore, the liberalizing of the appropriations
and the eligibility provisions in the Hospital Survey
and Construction Act, so as to insure the adequate
development of hospital facilities in the rural and
‘economically depressed areas.

3. We favor the development of consumer-con-

.trolled group health associations and union-spon-

sored medical care plans. We oppose all proposals
seeking to substitute a charity medical program
for the indigent, based on any form of means
‘test, for a comprehensive social insurance system.
We oppose all efforts of private professional or-
ganizations to suppress the development of all’
aspects of public health activity.

o4 We favor legislation to require adequate in-
dustrial hygiene and safety programs, compre-
hensive workmen’s compensation regulations, ap- -

. propriations for research in industrial hygiene
‘‘and accident prevention, and adequate safety in-
. Bpection and enforcement.

‘EDUCATION

1. We demand national legislation to bring
about improved educational facilities with equal
opportunities for all. We favor federal aid for
the public school system of the country upon the
basis of educational need and not on a fixed state
mateching basis.

2, We favor elimination-of all discrimination in
school and college entrance requirements due to
race, creed color, or national origin. We favor the
repeal of tax exemptions to educational institu-
tions engaging in such discrlminuﬂen. The distribu-
tion of federal aid to the shfes must be upon the
basis of equality of educational opportunity for all
races. We. are opposed to segregation in schools.
. 3. In particular, we emphasize our serious de-
termination to fizht against Negro diserimination
‘throughout the field of education,. and we must
insist on'the right of the Negro veteran to attend

- any school or college under the G.I. Bill of Rights.

4. We propose that: federal aid to education
shall include the establishment of a national mini-
mum wage for teachers of $2,00) with proportion-
ately higher minimums in areas where the cost of
living.is higher.

5. We faver mamtenance of frf:e college and .

* professional education which shall be available to

all.

6. We demand that the tuition payments of
veterans to public institutions shall supplement,
not substitute for, the regular state and local ap-
propriations to these institutions.

7. We favor the establishment of entrance re-
quirements to the military academies on the basis
of free competitive examinations, without' con-
gressional appointment.

ARMED FORCES

1. We oppose conscription.
2. We favor elimination of the caste system,
and of all social distinctions between officers and
enlisted men.
3. We favor the extension of all normal ci-
vilian judicial guarantees and procedures to mem-
bers of the armed forces in place of the present
court martial system. a

4. We favor abolition of all segregated units in
the armed forces. We favor equal oppertunity for
advancement for all.

b. We favor increased off-duty educational
opportunities.

6. We favor a free armed forces press.

‘7. We favor establishment of an educational
program within the armed forces on a level com-
parable to a general college program.

SOCIAL SECURITY

1. We favor universal coverage for old age in-_
surance and unemployment compensation.

2. We favor increased old age benefits, with a
minimum of $100 per month,

3. We favor immediate eligibility for old age
benefits of those who have not yet been able to
establish an earnings record since the enactment
of social security legislation.

4. We favor lowering of the age for old age
pension eligibility from 65 to 55.

5. We favor financing of social security bene-
fits out of general taxation sources instead of
taxes on employees salaries.

and the union leadershlp countered our demand
for ten franes increase with an increase in the
form of ‘a production bonus, But thé piece work
system as every worker, knows, constitutes super-
exploitation of the workers’ labor power and does
not present any guarantee from the wage view-
point.

Up to now, the employers' policy has dlways
been to keep us chasing prices with the aid of
minor partial adjustments to calm our discontent.
Our present demand, which is that of a living mini-
minimum wage, that is to say, to confine ourselves
to the wage described as such by the CGT, one of
7,000 francs per month, with ten francs increase in
base pay hourly for a 40 hour week, must put an
end once for all to this state of affairs. For the
increase that we demand must be guaranteed by
constant adaptation to the price indices based on
what we must buy to live without endangering our
health. We want the SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES.

Already the trade union local of the Alsthom
factory has sent us'a message of moral and prac-

tical solidarity. of the workers of their factory
with us.

Comrades, we are all in agreement to fight not

to pay the expenses of a capitalist system ‘that
crushes us in misery, while on the other hand a

Ismall group of -millionaires, who have realized :
_enormous pt_'oﬁts, continue to enrich themgelves. .

PRESENTING RESOLUTIONS SPONSORED BY DELEGATES TO MILWAUKEE AVC CONVENTION

A Militant Program for the American Veterans Committee

YETERANS AFFAIRS

1. We reject superseniority as an attempt to
pit the veteran against the labor movement. We
favor protection of the veterans regular seniority
rights. We favor the retroactive seniority clause

" of the UAW’s model contract.

2. We favor abolition of any income cellmg in
on-the-job training that is below the standard un-
ion wage for the trade concernéd. We favor union
supervision of all apprentice training programs
and union certification as to the fair labor stand-
ards of companies applying for trainces. These
measures are necessary to keep on-the-job train-
ing from remaining a source of cheap labor.

3. We/ favor abolition of the distinetion be-
tween officers and enlisted men in the grant of re-
tirement pay for service-connected disabilities.
We favor a full disability pension adequate for a
living wage, namely $220 per month, with pro-
portionate increases in pl esent rates for partial
disabilities.

4. We favor free hospltahmtmn of veterans.
The notoriously inadequate facilities of the veter-
ans hospitals make this a pressing necessity.

5. We favor an increase in subsistence allow-
ances for education and training under the GI
Bill to $200 a month for single veterans plus $50
a month for each dependent.

6. We favor elimination of strikers' disqualifi-
cation for readjustment allowances.

7. We favor modification of existing pension
policies to emphasize retraining and reeducation.

8. We favor liberalization of procedures and
terms for loans to veterans for the purchase of
homes.

"~ 9. We favor immediate cash payment of ter-
minal leave bonus.

10. We endorse the federal bonus bill formu-
lated by the VFW, based on compensation in pro-
portion to length and place of service.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

We condemn the policies of the major powers
—the U. 8., Russia, Great Britain and France—
as imperialist, resulting-in the continued oppres-
sion of colonial peoples and continued reactionary
intervention into the affairs of small nations. We
condemn the present Security 'Council of. the
United Nations as a thieves kitchen, designed to
hide the imperialist powers’ domination of -the
world behind a facade of world “organization.”
We favor cooperation nationally and internation-
ally of all organizations that oppose support of
any of the imperialist powers. We favor the or-
ganization of concrete aid to the valiant move-
ments struggling for colonial liberation, such
as the movements of the Indonesian and Viet
Namese people, the Arab masses of North Afrieca
and the Middle East, the people of India. We sup-
port any economic action undertaken by labor to
‘forestall the shipment of munitions or other sup-
plies to be used against colonial peoples or against
progressive movements struggling for freedom
from oppression.

Hundreds of mallions of people throughout the
world remain the victims of starvation. They must
be fed or the effort fo build o' lasting peace must
fail. We therefore urge thet our government take
all_necessary measures fo .meet this great human
crisis, 1f adequate shipments of food abroad can-
not be maintained without the restoration of ra-
tioning, we -urge that raotioning be restored; and
urge, if necessary, the refitting and restoration to
service of our Liberty and Victory ships.

We reject any concept of collective war guilt
of the German and Japanese peoples as a basie-
ally racist and anti-democratic doctrine. We re-
ject ‘any continued policy of forted division of
Germany as leading to the continued economic
chaos, and demoralization of the people. We op-
pose the inhuman policies of the Polish and
Czech governments of dumping into Germany
millions of German speaking people driven from
their homes and dispossessed of their property.
We favor the abolition of all restrictions on Ger-
many wide organization of all anti-Nazi political
parties and trade unions. We oppose all repara-
tions, including those from current production
taken from a people who are already starving
and without proper clothing or shelter. We greet
with ‘enthusiasm the tremendous growth of a new
democratic trade union movement in Japan. We
point out that this growth could take place only

because Japan was not divided up-into distinet
economic zones, and only because the workers’
living conditions were not made completely hope-
less by large scale reparations from eurrent pro-
duction. We favor immediate withdrawal of all
occupation forces from Germany, Austria and
Japan.
, We favor the immediate admission into the
United States of 400,000 displaced persons, and a
substantial increase in immigration quotas, with
the removal of all discriminatory feoiuru of the
present quotas.
Sponsored by the following delegates‘

JACK CARPLEY,

SauL MENDELSON, Newark No. 1

E. FRIEND,

D. ScrECT,

C. RACHLIN, Brownsville

H. LEVINE; Buffalo

rikers Address Metal Workers

Up to now our action has been prevented by °

those who, while calling ‘themselves our leaders,
not only do not defend us, but still oppose our
fight, either. because’ they have been accomplices
of the bosses, or'becaunse,having no confidence in
themselves, they have adopted an attitude of
passivity.

It is up to us to defend our demands. You know
the difficulties that we have had to overcome. But
‘our example proves to you that these difficulties
can be surmounted—the workers of our factory
elected, in the struggle, directly out of the ranks,
delegates instructed to fight for their demands,

Our factory has begun the movement, We eall
on all our comrades of the metal industry, all the
workers of the Paris region, to join us. Let us

make for ourselves only a part of the sacrifices

that we are obliged'daily to make for our employ-
ers and we will conquer.

LONG LIVE THE TEN FRANCS RAISE!

LONG LIVE 'THE . MINIMUM LIVING
WAGE GUARANTEED BY THE SLIDING
SCALE!

LONG LIVE THE SOLIDARITY OF THE

MANDS!

. Renault Factpnes-
30 April, 1947 5 e

On Stalinism
By Newark
Chapter No. 1

1. We oppose the present drive to
outlaw the Communist Party as a
mask for (a) the general drive
against the liberal and labor move-
ments and (b) the pursual abroad of
an active imperialist policy, as in the
proposed loans te the Greek and
Turkish dictatorships.

2. We oppose any attempt to expel
Communist Party members or sym-
pathizers from the AVC-and any at-
tempt to bar them from the organi-
zation. We believe that the AVC
should welcome into its ranks all
veterans anxious to participate con-
structively in its activity. This is
possible only with the concept of
broad agreement with AVC princi-
ples as a prerequisite for joining,
rather than any concept so narrow as
to make of the AVC essentially a pri-
vate organization. We cannot fight ef-
feclively as representatives of the
veterans without such a broad basis,

:any more than a union can' defend

the interests of workers in a trade
if it sets political principles as a cri-
terion for membership.

3. In the past, organizations that
have fallen completely under Com-
munist Party control have been man-
ipulated in accordance with the exi-
gencies of Russian foreign policy—
‘witness the American League
Against War and Fascism, later the
American Léague for Peace and De-
mocraey; later the American Peace
Mobilization. We therefore oppose
any threat of domination of the AVC
by the Communist Party and instead
seek the broadest possible -coalition
of pro-democratic forces that can be
mobilized behind .the progressive
pro-labor program that we support.

4. . We must offer the veteran lead-
ership which is militant and prog&(es-
sive. This can be done first and . fore-
most by welding an alliance with the
progressive labor movement, espe-
cially the CIO, and by putting em-
phasis on organization of AVC labor
chapters through cooperation with
the CIO. dgp o wi

¥

(Continued from page 3)

ed with a three-fold purpose: (1) to
catch those who succeeded in escap-
ing from the camps; (2) to discour-
age any attempts at escape by those
remaining in the camps; and (3) to
prepare a second contingent for ship-
ment to the Soviet executioners.

®

A few remarks should be added
here regarding the Stalinist explana-
tion for the réfusal of Russian, Pol-
ish, Ukrainian and Jewish DPs to
be repatrlated to Russian - occnpled
territories.

All these people are branded by
the Stalinists with, blanket accusa-
tions of being “collaborators of the
Germans” or “fascists.” While we
have little reason to doubt that a lim-
ited number of DPs actually are for-

CIC.

place of serviceo,
pensation for these disabilities.

be totally insignificant.

nomic demand—the bonus.

justed compensation.

WORKING CLASS UNITED IN ITS DE-

"The' Generél Strl‘ke Commlttee of the ;

Call for a Bonus

1. We favor enactment by Congress of an: adjusted compensation
(bonus) law, based on length and place of service. We ‘endorse the gen-
eral features of the VFW bill along these lines, and greet with satis-
faction the support thls bill has alleady obtained from the AFL and

The need for such adjusted compens&tion is indicated by the disabil-
ities that veterans suffer in civilian life because of the years in which
they were artificially cut off from it. This is recognized in the GI Bill
of Rights itself, which attempts to enable the veteran to obtain school-
ing and home and business loans. By itself, however, this law is actu-
ally discriminatory, since it confines compensation only to veterans
who want to go to school, own a home or & business, or collect unem-

" ployment benefits. But the majority of veterans, who are not directly
interested in these things, have nevertheless also suffered disabilities— |
all the economic handicaps caused by their absence from the normal-
pursuit of their civilian existence.” The bonus, based on lengih and

is the only truly eqnitahle over-all method of ctom-

We reject thHe 'argument that the bonus could bring about inflation.
The tremendous rise in the national @ebt that occurred during the war
without a runaway inflation, together with the fact that Congress is
already lowering income-and other taxes, demonstrates the falsity of:
this argument, for, compared to wartime expenditures, the bonus would

We reject the argument that the veteran would have to pay for the
bonus himself through increased taxes. The people as a whole would
pay for it, and the veteran would pay only a fraction of what he re-
ceived. Actually this absurd argument could be used against a housing
program, against a pay rise for federal civil service workers, ete., all of
which are in the end paid for by increased taxation. Nevertheless, to
make-the bonus of maximum benefit to the veteran, it must be accom-
panied by a tax program that hits those most able to pay, the profit-rich
corporations and the higher income brackets, '

2. We believe that in the past AVC has been severely damaged by
its head-on collision on the bonus question with the organizations
which are its allies on so many other social and economic issaes, namely
.the CIO and AFL. We can understand the stand the majority of AVC’s
membership has taken on the bonus thus far only in terms of that mem-
bership’s social compeosition, which is unfortunately unrepresentative
of the veterans as a whole. We want the AVC to continue to attract all
veterans who are liberally inclined, but the mass of such veterans are
not students, professional and white collar men, but’ workers, and the
working veteran will never be attracted to the AVC on a large scale
if we continue to oppose the veteran's most all-inclusive single eco-

3. Last year, many AVC members stated that any failure of the
government’s program on housing and price control would make the
bonus an absolute necessity. Can. it be doubted that:this is now the
case? The federal housing program has colldpsed, price control has been
torpedoed, rent control is being gradually weakened. We must continue
to fight for these things, but meanwhile, with all the more urgency, we
must add our shoulders to'all those already pushing for veterans' ad-

Passed by NeWark No. 1 Chapter, AVC.

Reaches for Expatriates s

mer ‘collaborators, we have various
facts at our disposal indicating that
the overwhelming majority were bit-
terly persecuted by the Germans.

In the case of the Jews, at least the
great majority of them, the Stalinist
accusations are too ludicrous to dis-
cuss. .

In the case of the Russians, Poles

and Ukrainians, we have reason to.

believe that the majority of them are
opposed to any kind of totalitarian-
ism or monarchy. When the Russian
DPs in’ Italian camps sought help
from countrymen abroad ‘in their
fight against the program of forced
repatriations, they did not turn to
Czarist émigrés 'or other conserva-
tives: who would have been only too
glad to use them. They turned, ra-
ther, to the Russian Mensheviks. in

orationist activity of Ukrainian peas-'

various parts of. the world. While we
have many serious disagreements
with the Mensheviks, we know how
to distinguish them, nevertheless,
from fascists and monarchists.
Actually, however, no defense of
these DPs is necessary. We know that
Russia’s need for slave laboyers dic- -
tates a policy of considering every:
one of them a eriminal. All of them
know that to return to Russia means
a lifetime at slave labor, Under these -
conditions, " the political background
of the DPs, even granted the collab-:

ants to whom the Germans appeared
little unlike the Russians in' their
methods, becomes totally irrelevant
when weighed against the crimes of
the Stalinist slave machine and its
British and American collaborators.
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June 16, 1947

The Anti - Socnahst Thinking of 1 th

n_y CARL DAVIS

The deadly anti-socialist effect of
Stalinism upon the thinking and po-
litical morality of the men and wom-
en of the Communist Party“is again
brought to light by the material pub-
lished by the dissident groups about
whom we have written so much in
récent weeks. When it became known
tHat. such groups came ‘into existence

~a8 a -reaction to the social-patriotic

lipe of Browder, it was thought that
the opposition might be of a revolu-
tibnary socialist character, if only as
a:reflex ‘to the new chauvinism ‘of
official * Stalinism. The" first’ written
ekpressions of thesé groups did not
support such a hope, ‘but we hoped
that the logic of their position mlght
strll produce it.

_By this hme, however, it has be-
come abundantly clear that we are

. dealing with a group which is noth-

Mg but a bizarre caricature of Sta-

linism: people who have -broken with

the Cominunist: Party  because they
bhlieve it 'is- ‘not Stalirtist enough.
16y do’ not uhderstand Btalmlsm ‘as
ian chauyinism produced by ‘a
obunter - revolution. What they con-
sfder ‘and  call bolshevism is in real-
ity the irresponsible ultra-leftism’ of
the “third period,” when world Sta-
Ihism attempted io overcome : its
nlany defeats by driving the workérs
iMo one adventnre “after ‘anothier.

'I'he National Conimittee 6f Pub-
lication. if not the most intelligent,
i§ certainly the most prolific of the
oppoi;itmn groups. Its. NCP Report is
msued régularly and ‘is‘a cofnpound
of the sterile, 'catechistic thinking of
the: Stalifiist-trained - mind. ‘We -havée
a}ready-'ppinted out in previous arti-
cles that these people are merely dis-
satisfled Stalinists’ who really believe
that * the ‘Communist | Party in ‘this
ﬁuntry has - betrayed the Kremlin
afid “frue bolshevisih - as mterpreted
b!y Stalin.  In- this ‘harsh and oftén
fantastic criticism of the CP and its

lééders' ‘they Trevert to  quotations

ftom ‘Stalin, ‘all characteristically
dhitifig back to the late Twenties ‘and
early’ Thirties. There they find the
theoretical source for their "revclu-
ﬂbhary" “wisdom.

AN lNannmLE POSITION

It does not. seem possible that there
should exist a group of ex-CP. mem-

bers which is not aware of the utter -

dependence of the native Stalinists
ipon; their Russian masters. But
laughable as it seems, -the NCP is
such a group; it is not alone, for its
fraternal groups think the’same’'way
and they vie with each other to be
thie: best Stalinists.’ It is,-of course,
wrong to use the word “think” in re-

14tion ' to these groups; they are in-' |
 ¢dpablé of reflecting upon their past,

unﬁérstandmg the mcanmg of their

break with the CP, or projecting
themselves into the future.

To be sure, they sometimes guote’

Lenin, and they make references to

‘Marx and Engels, but it is thought-

less and of rio significance to minds
which -are aceustomed to thinking in
a groove, or set patterns. They are
now- devoting themselves to a “study”
of Trotskyism ‘in Stalinist style. For
example, anyone acquainted with the
radical and. socialist movement is
now aware that Trotskyism has be-
come synonymous with revolutionary
Marxism in the world today. Trotsky-
ism alone remains the representative
of bolshevism, if by that is under-

stood the application of Marxism to
‘conditions . of modern imperialism

and Stalinism.

' By the same token, Trolskylsm is
the - most vigorous, consistent and
implacable enemy of Stalinism,
which it regards not only as the
leader of the counter-revolution in
Russia ‘but’ as .the force 'which de-
stroyed - the once - glorious revolu-
tionary movemernt of the world. For

the counter- Tevolutionte.. succeed ‘in

Russia, it was necessary for ‘the. mur-

derer who sits in. the Kremlirns to-

wipe  out the whole Old  Bolshevik
cadre, and the generation of .revolu-
libnaries who made the Russian Rev-
olutlon possible. To maintain power
in Russxa and control .of what was
once the Communist  International,
Stalin was ohliged to destroy the
independence of these parties and re-
place. their former democratically
selected leaderships with hand-picked
agents—such as Browder was and
remains to this day.

Stalin did this not only by defeat-
ing. the Russian Opposition with his
organized gang of policemen and
hooligans, but by legal warfare
against the old Bolshevik Party, de-

' stroying its ‘most heroic figures and

its leading cadre, réplacing them
with handpicked Stalinists—the rep-
resentatives of the new bureaucracy.
Every opponent and critic, no mat-
ter what his views, or his reeord and

_devotion to the ‘moveinent, was

treated’ .alike—the GPU prison and
tortiire; Toss of job, loss of citizenship
and ‘finally death. The word “Frot-
skyism “was ‘used in Russia in ‘the
same-way 3s the word “Red” is us_ed
in_this couniry to denote those so-
cialists who wanted to build a new
and better world,

In.the Communist Internatlonal an
opponent of Stalinist leadership, no
matter what he stood for, was called
a'Trotskyist.' To be khown as a Trot-
sky:st whether it was true or not,
meant the end of one's life nd career
in the Communist movement, For in
the “mouths of thé counter-revolu-
tionary ‘'Stalinists, Trotskyism was
made .synonymous with faseism—
while the rest of the world looked
on and laughed, laughed at the mon-

- 1I. For'a Living Wage

- IV, Tax the Profiteers

V. Nahonulizg_ Bsg Business

To be owhed“ __

" ﬁemns

.. tional“dependent.

ot survme.

IX, For Peace and Freedom

rnent

Program of the
‘Workers Party

. I.-For Price Control by Laber and iho ‘Consumers

Wipe out proﬂteermg and high prices by actipn. Only the workers
! can:control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
.~ the prices of consumer commaditiés. For wage increases without price
increases. ‘For popular- price -contral committees. ?

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For-an escalator clause in every.union contract to prowde for
automatic wage increases to cover any" addmonal priee rises.”

3. For job and wage security thmugh a pguaranteed annual wage,
proudmg for a $5,000 annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the’ Slums! Build Homes!

{ 1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent hous-
ing at low rental forall and an éxtensive'public works plan to provide
'schools, hospitals and ‘other neec}ed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection

. .of 26 million permanent low-cost housing units, s

For a 100 per dent tax on all proﬁts above five per cent on imrested
capltal For a' $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

. For the‘hﬁffbhahzatwn of the big monopolies: the-industrial estab-
lishments, trhhsp_értatlon cand commumcatwn systems’ and the bamgs
-jr ‘the nation -and’ operated under workers control.

VI End Dl,scrimmuﬂon Aqamsi the: Negro People
Fai"‘ fﬁlI ﬁﬁﬁfal political and ecanomm equiality for Negroes:

Qpen the Doors to the Jows :

Tull and unrestrlcted immigration- into the Umted States by
cuted and homieless Jews ‘of Europe. ' - ¢
ie r:ght of the Jewfsh people o’ unresfncted immlgrauon..
LE or any country of their nhmce ‘|

or Full Economic and Eduaﬂunul Qppcﬂuniﬂes for_-._'

A | dlustment allowance, on-the-m‘b trammg sﬂbs:.ﬁy provu:led by
the Gf 'Bill of Rights, to"be based on'a wage of $40 a week for single
veteréps and $55 for marned veterans, plus $5 a week for each addi-

*2-Fotimmediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each year

1. For the’Fight of all peoples and nations to decide their own future.
‘For self- determinatior’ for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.
+ 2 For the withdrawal of all armiées-of occmpatlon Bring the Amer-
ican trgops home. For an end to conscription.

X For an Independoni Labor quly and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and workmg farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Preak: mfh the Republican and Deémo-
cratic Parties. For a govemment of and by labor.”

. FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY fOR_"AI.I-!_

" what'a recesslon;is. Mr;

strous spectacle put on by 'wml*ld
Stalinism as it proceeded to destroy
the world political  labor movement
with its totalitarian doctrlnes and
practices.

DISCUSS TROTSKYISM

The NCP, as we have pointed. out,
finds itself in a ludicrous position as
a Stalinist opposition to the official
Stalinist party in this country. It has
criticized the native Stalinists as in-
competent betrayers, employing the
language so common to this move-
ment. Their main charge is that the
present leadership has renounced the
principles of Stalin and acts cortrary:

"Bookseller” Hopes
To Be Called Back

EARL, BROWDER

to the international mt'erests of Rus-
sia and the CPs of the ‘rest -of the
world.

Like all Stalinists, they regard the
totahtal ian, ‘police state in Russia as
a’ socialist state, and this governs
their thinking. They swallow’ the
theory of “socialism in a smgle coun-
try” while paying lip-service tothe
theories of Marx and -Lenin.  Their
theorétical thinking is primitive, don-
sisting " entirely™ of quotstmns frol:n
Stalin. In order to appear as the. only
real” and consistent” Stahmsts, they
not only eall for the orgamzatlon of
a genuine Stalin party in the U.. 'S,
but, like all Stalinists, have now be-
gun a campaign against Trotskylsm
Having entered  tHis struggle they
believe themselves to be’ the: true
disciples of the Great White Father
in; thé' Kremlin, and hope to be ac-
cepted by him as such.

Though it would’ seem 1mposslble.
their discussion “of Trotskyism * ' is
wiore stupid than that of the oﬂim}
CP and it is due to greater stupldily
and ~ ignorance :than the . old - time
leaders of ‘the Cl'. Because NCP is

‘merely ignorant, its ‘attack on Trﬁt—

skyism sounds like, that of a, chlld
having gone through a St.alimg.t “en-
lightenment campaign.” Its - iss;lc of
May 26 is entitled: “Seven Notes on
the Fight Agﬂmst Trotskyism i A.rld
what is Trotskyism? Trotskyism s
Menshevism. And who are the Men-
sheviks? They are the “various’So-
cialist Party groups,” Norman 'I'ham-
as, Walier Reuther, the Liberal Par-
ty, A: A. Berle, etc. (A recent CP
mmphlet included the Sociahst ‘La-
bor Party.) No, they are {]I;ick to
expand this- observation: Tretskyism
“is only ene variety of Menshevis
And it is in a bloc with . “Catholic
Action elements.” What is more, “the
Trotskyite movements are . orga.n-
ized”!

Thereafter fcllows a d1scussmn cm
how Trolskyism ceased to. be a’ po-
litical trend in Russia (guoting Sta-
lin on how it was wiped out) -and
why it is still a trend in the U. S.
Here it exists and is activé in open
and concealed form. Trotskyism, ac-

{Continued from page: 3]

must distinguish between a rqceulon
und a depression. "Rg:essions are to
be’ expected 'in. a- dynamic . economy,
and reprue:l[f tem arury ljgvlullolu
from rapid upword ‘growfh. -Reces-
slons which correct snch ﬂoriioat
are not to be feared. Corr,eq‘ﬂ'. Ny
cessions of this character: qg
companied .by large unempjompi or.
great inflation. They qr
#o rediice costs and :prig
which permits an: eungm
to "best  advdntage ore
serve to increase l;nl;orr
and ‘managerial - effi

lay the “basis' for. iﬁﬁfm ¥
ments - in . living - siun_gﬁlr e

not say what. a depression.is.”
“What is Mr. Ai%uch,r allys saymg
here? Rapid upWard growth: today
is a distortion which neéds. to be cor-
rected. Don't produce “tog, m,uch or
you may havé. t reduca prices in
order to sell. ﬂ‘he eorrectlon provid-
ed by a recessmn Dn,ly throws a few
millions out’ of worlk, say two or
three mllhons, .Nol;hmg like a de-
pression wh‘g:n 2q n;ulhon are “idle.”
Recessions zmc‘re‘ase labor productiv-
ity; that is, the individual worker
will produce more for fear of being
fired. Reeesswns produce price and
cost requetlons Prices come down
because; emp]oyment comes down.
that " is, there is less ‘“prosperity.”
During a recession, costs are less;
partle‘ularly “labor costs,” for the
1eason that when = unemployment
reaclies. the “recession” stage, wage

rates begin to fall.

These are only a few of the con-

cordmg to the great mmds of NCP,
is ‘not merely “one. variety of Men-
shevism,” but it is “sometimes right-
ist, somehmes ‘centrist’ and some-

" times . ‘lett -ist — there is ,one main

theme that' ALL include:as a princi-
pal mgredlent

“The _one main theme is anti-Sta-
linism ‘and the _grusade agamst ‘the
Stalinists,’ that is to say, agamst the
Bolshevlks e

PLOTS AND M{)RE PLDTS

The only thing. true in the above
is; that the 'I‘rotskylsts are: against
the " whble systém’ of Stallmsm -and
regard it as the syphilis of the labor
movemen{ How stupid'is NCP, then,
when ‘it transfers a former condition
in Russxa with :ts one- part;r _system,
to the Ui S: and the rest of the world.
The .origin of the Trotskyist move-

ment was in _the Russian Communist

Party. ‘But. that went back ,to .the
Revolutlon when ‘these - old revolu-

_tlonarms were fqund,ers and- leaders

of that ‘party. 'I‘ha;f could have come
fmrn nowherf.- else But. says: NCP

‘It would' requxre qu:te a stretch
of the imagination to ‘think that; in
view of the Trotskyite benetratmn
of - the: Russian party ‘for a number
of years, the U. S. Commumst Party
has: somehow lgeen guaranteed' some
myth:cal m"mmmt;‘r frém 'such hap-

'pamngs " 8o, reason these poor de-

luded and trained = Stalinist seals
What may be wrong:with the CP in
thxs country is that it has been’ pene-
trated by Trot.skylsmf It c_ert_amly re-
quires some imagination, a  Stalinist
1r|;|.agmatmn whigh - conceives of
thmags in th,e terms of ¢ plots, provo-
catmns and, pohce-rule. to thmk up
tl*us one

Review

B-;ALTIN{ORE Md.——’-!‘he workers at.
the Pbint Breeze works of the West-
ern Eleétru: plant are disgusted and
are circtlating charges” of & union
sell-out, ‘around  the 'shop ‘now  that
they. ave back at work’ after: stmkmg-
for seven weeks as a part of the na-
tional bétephene strike. That -these
workers’ stayed ‘out one: htmd;'ed per
cent for six. weeks, and over ninety
per “éent for the “sevewth - Wwhék, ih
spite ‘of the unbeheva}bly slnppy and
itieoinpetent leadersiup, is & tribute
to the intelligenee and sdhdanty of
the rank’ and' filé: -

A rewew

thing. shé;ws ‘that'the American Tele-

phone and-Tel egraph Company. was
pr‘spare& for'a long; union-busting
sbr).ke' ¢ National Jli‘tederatn‘m of
?lephone Workers was klddmg g
{ ‘that thmgs wotld be over in &
few ‘ddys. It had neither thé organi-
zation or’ the: funds 1;0 win. (The na-
tional treasury. was practmally emp:
ty the dgy the: stnke started} '

IHGQMPEEENT Q&QBEESH;P _
16 phone ‘Equipment qulp
Local 54 -of the NFTW, wak
ally unprgmrsd It ‘had ne strike
d.and was several thoysand dui—
lm's in. qabt o' the: national office of
e NFTW: . The apnomted strike

of five had no.idea of how
; & srikes gh:hough Waltex
Petry ational rganizer | -of the
NETW. was “with* “the ¢ local all
; xike cting aa chauﬁ-

tr t]hqtmns bemg magg to ﬂ‘ll& knotby
problen | “the \.mtry s Hest
mings.”

oft.. ti'us que ticm Ta
that the ’E{um\n policy
abroad wonld kee Tiges up;in

S8 Truman replléd that Taft's
ontic: ' philosophy was .‘of- the
"hoom and ﬁust-f ‘type.: Thua made
thé senntnir\-__' ang! .+ and ~ he. struck
back: ¢ at-Truman’s price.
i ?mi‘)}% 1:6, “yeto
%";d demhnd " Ris-

e sa;d fhat Tadt. has
ane pt ‘the finest, cave man econamic

and, political minds extant, and. that.

Trumans mind. is. of. a type; smn!ar
to_the mind of Bill: Green; no one
should hecome too’ much; alarmeﬂ

over this dispute. Smce‘ Truman and,

Taft serve. the same. master, they.
will not go.too far i their, disagree-
ments. “Both are .really anxious to

answer the call of the masses in,

1948. Both are w:llmg ta, be “drn.it-
ed” by their respeetwe partxas v

“Not; one: capitalist or one. smglé

pqhtlcal leader knows how to make.

capitalism work any better than it
has been working. ‘Phe ' Republican

Party doesn’t know, and: nejther; dpes.

the. Democratic Party. “Efficiency”

will not:dog-the job for them. Neither’

will". tax 1educt1031 or. “%Q,bm' re:
forms.” g

" What is their source for thinking
so? The “revelations” -of .the Moscow

‘Trials, which have been conelusively

established as the most brutal frame-

ap in the history of mankind.
And what do they point to as.

pr_;qof that Trotskyists may have pen-
etrated the leadership of the CP?

-The reasoning again is logical only

to a Stalinist mind and a half-trained
mind at that. The.main enemy of the
workers, say the Trotskyists, is Sta-
linism. We must destroy Stalinism.
Browder carried a motion, supported
by all the other leaders,.to “liquidate”
the CP. Therefore, the leadership
must be, in part anyway, Trotskyist.
The -Moscow Trials “proved” the
Trotskyists were wreckers. Abolish-
ing the .party was. part ot their
wreckmg activities,

"INDEPENDENT" THINKERS

It seems that only the NCP group,
and co-thinkers, believed that the CP
was ;dissolved with the formation of
the .Communist Political Association.
Nobody else believed it, because it
just wasn't true. Browder was' mere-
ly Irying 'to accommodate-himself ‘to
the needs of - Russia in its new war
alliance with the U. S. and Great
Brltam

It seems that only the NCP group,
and its co-thinkers, believe that the
line of the CP was .initiated indepen-
dently by Browder without the
knowledge of Stalin and his Russian
jllniors and ‘their agents in this coun-
sry.

- ‘It seems that only the NCP group,
and its' eo-thinkers, believe that the
CP leadership was without Russian
supervision during the war years.

The only thing that carj explain

man ‘of “the negotiating committee

and ‘general strike adviser, it was
obvious that he also did not know
how to c{mduct a strike.

"The - l!rll(e committee practically
- mever met, and considered that their

muin job was to answer the telephone
g’ a twenty-four hour coverage. in
the unign office. Picket ling loaders
were ‘ot ‘called into meetings. to or-
gaiilze’ strategy and ' build meralc.
There . was no- hall taken for daily
miectings: of pickets until the. fifth
wedk of the strike when it ‘was al-
ready ‘too late to effect the morale
of more than a handful of the mem-
bors. ' \

.. Even the crucial question of or-
ganizing local fund collection for
welfare cases was done mainly be-
cause of agitation of rank and file
members,. to the extent that it was
done at all. The strike leadership
seemed to be afraid of going to the
unions,: except for the most urgent
matters, and when they did get con-
tributions ‘from CIO and AFL un-
ions they were never repozted to the
membershlp. .

I.cu than. ten per cent of the mem-
Ms ever“did picket duiy. and even
ﬂwt smqll number began dwindling
mey during the second week. By that
tlllle the. qgﬂu strikers saw that the

.slrlke .erganization was falling upurl.

and démanded o complete re-organi-
z2ation’ ‘of the strike set-up. The sirike
dlroclqr 'lmlda fhp small concessiop of
Hirlsq e trailer to be used for a strike
headquarters at. the plant, and of
putting d.committee in’ charge.” With-
in.a week’ the move had failed, he-
cause the a:l'hriiy was not coordinab-
ed with work of the #ap._ strike ‘com-
mittee—in fact it seems to have actu-
ally. becn. sobohqdd by them. In the
some. way, gru:ﬂ,uulty every effort

made by the rank and file strikers to .

build up the strike failed, and more
and more pegple gave up their activ-
ity in:the' strike and Iusf sl'avsed at
hnme.

Tt was hard to. tell whet‘um the
TEW leadershlp didn’t -understand
that a' strike is the . best possible
chance to organize and educate the
membership, or whether they acted
del:berately to prcvem‘. a new local
leadership, -from gaining influence
during: the cﬁthu51asm 0:I:' stuke ac-
tlmty. e

I'OOR CON'HIACT

& When the' national policy commit-
tee of the NFTW adjourhed at the
erid of the fifth week and dumped
the strike in the laps of the local un-
ions, many TEW members” wanted
to go 'back to work immediately be-
cause they felt that. the' strike was
already lost. Most telephone locals
over the country did go, back then,
but the: Western Eleetric Company

was still helding out and not making

any: offers. Tt seemed that WE felt
it could afford:to keep the workers
out, longer in hup,es of domg' a bet-

ter job of- breai{mg the union, and.

d:scuurqgmg the workers from' hav-
ing anything-to do with any unions

m the: futur& _
- Adithe el‘ldu of:the. seventh week, fhn

that the rneu;lmrship ge back. to: wqu

ijlgl_rpq_.tl a e__pajl-rq;i-. Four d_uyx later;

a, peor, contract. was ratified; by the

memhenh]p at.a. marly.aﬂsndul and,
improperly. called; meetisg. The TEW:
mii’ﬂhnwum that:a; contract:

negatiating , committee rlpemnandmi:

the Browder incident is that he went
too far in his zealous application of
the “line.” He had to be “discarded”
for the time being because HE could
not well reorient the party in its new
“class struggle” policy which vcor-
responds to the new relations among
the big powers. But he is useful in
his new role as pro-Russian publicist
and book representative, and he may
be even more useful in the future as
a resurrected leader of the CP.

PRINCIPLES ABSENT

But of even greater interest in un-
derstanding the mind of the Stalinist
trained “socialisi” is that in eight
single-spaced legal pages of discus-
sion on Trotskyism, the authors do
not merition ONE theoretical princi-
ple or .political idea which the Trot-
skyists represent. Not one! The main
reason for it, however, is that these
people do no know how to explain
the Marxian theories and politics of
Trotskyism. They do not know how
to explain the complete identification
of Trotskyism with the principles of
Marxism and Lenin's ;application of
these principles to modern times.
NCP is theoretically ignorant and
sterile: But it also knows little or
nothing of the history of the revolu-
tionary movement and the great in-
ner struggles which produced the
program of Marxism .md of Lenin-
ism.

For example, ‘where in Marx or
Lenin will NCP find expressed the
theory of “building secialism in’ a
single country”? Where in Lenin will
you find the theory which Stalin em-
ployed in the betrayal of the Chinesc
Revolution: The Bloc of Four Classes?
Where in revolutionary politics will
you find justification for the politics

must be posted seven days in advance
of considergtion. This was not done;
and peither the four to twelve shift
nir the guard unit in fhe plant were
called to a meeting to vote on the
contract.

There are two reasons why “sell-
out” talk is going around the shop.
The first reason is that workers

now know: that:there, ate sectiongin~

the contract that Walter Petry de-
nied were there or avoided mention-
ing when reading the new contract
clauses at the meeting.

Specifically, he denied that the con-
tract allowed the company to add
one-half hour a day to the hours of
skilled maintenance men. He falied
to read the clauses that gave the
company the right to put through
small cuts on most plece rates and to
eliminate the fiffeen per cent guar-
anteed base payment on piece rates.
He also failed to read the clause giv-
ing the company the right to discip-
line shop stewards for the least in-
fraction of procedurgl rules in in-
vestigating grievances.

None of the members of the local
negotiating committee made any ob-
jections to the report on the con-
tract. Now the company has already
put these clauses into effect and the
workers find that twenty-five to sev-
enty-five per cent of their average
raise of $4.40 weekly is already gone.

UNION AFFILIATION

The second reason for the “sell-
out” talk, is that the story has got-
ten out that the local negotiating
committee was “wined and dined”
by the company in a hotel room both
béfore and after the membership
meeting at which the contract was
ratified.

In the midst of the semmg of the
contract, the issue of sipporting the
Cammunications Workers of America,
new . notional set-up for. the MFTW,
had: ¥o be settled because g conven-
tion; was to be held in Miami on June
9. Walter Petry and the lacal officers
\Afrg'il'e for it. In spite of that, the mem-
bership, at a meeting with more than

1,000 present, voted to postpone ac-
tion on: CWA until January, 1948, be-
cause they felt that the NETW haod
bungled and lost the strike apd’ that
CWA would be the samé thing. The
members wanted o wait and see.

Four days later, at a meeting with
less 'than 125 present, a vote tb go
into- the CWA was railroaded
through with only one member al-

lent Stalinist Groupings

of the Anglo:Russian Trade Union
Unity Committee? Or the opportu-
nist, capitalist people’'s front, and a
“elass” people’s front party? Where
didl you ever see Lenin’s Comintern

conduct itself as the Italian, French

and British CPs during the war and
now? Or Russia in the UN? What
difference is there . between the
American CP and its European pro-
totypes? Where, in theory or in prac-
tice, can you find justification for a
police régime, a totalitarian political
state, with millions of .slave ‘laborers,
pascing itself off as working class or
socialist? Why doesn't Russia, which
you call socialist, reflect the “with-
ering away of the state,” but rather
reveals a growth in the power of the
state .and i{s police powers? Why
should this be under “socialism”?

If NCP and its co-thinkers would
seek honest answers to these ques-
tions, and their are hundreds more
of equal importance, prate less in
generalities about Marx, Engels and
Lenin and begin io read them for
a change, there is a possibility that
they might begin to understand what
it is all about. It might af least stop
them from writing such a compound
of ignorance which fills the mimeo-
graphed sheets of NCP Reports for
the purpose of advocating a “genu-
ine Stalin party in the U, S8.” Per-
haps, then, they would cease to be
the laughing stock that they really
‘are: ignorant, misguided zealots,
quoting scripture from the one per-
son thrown up by Russian bolshevism
and the revolution who was noted
above all for his theoretical ignorance

and Russian chauvinism and who will -

go down in history as the leader of
lhe modern counter—rcvoluti_on.

v of Telep hone Strike Reveals
”f..equqcy of Present Union Leaders

lowed the floor in discussion (also

with the 4 to 12 shift again left out
.with no chance to vote). Some mem-

bers think that the reason the local
was stuck with such a bad contract,
was . because the. top leadership
wanted to shove through CWA, and
knew that it might not stick unless
the local was safely sewed up in ad-
vance with a contract—and a two
-yedy one at“that.” & i 0 ;
The situation in the Point Breeze
plant is now very confused. The na:
tional and local leaderships of the
union are both in bad repute. A siz-
able group of the healthy pro-unien
elements in the plant are talking in
favor of the newly set up Telephone
Workers Organizing Committee—CIO
as the only way out for the telephone
workers. The UE-CIO and the IBEW-
AFL both have a handful of support-
ers in the plant. A small group is
talking independent company union.

It now appears that the company’s
union-busting campaign is missing
fire. The vast majority of the work-
ers in the plant still want a union,
but many are looking around to find
a new union that will be strong
enough to beat that Morgan-con-
trolled, super-corporation, the Amer-
ican Telephone and Telegraph Co.

Wants Maierial
Fer History of
Socialist Party

To the LEditor:

I am collecting materials for a
history of the Socialist Party and
would welcome any aid that your
readers might give me. I am espe-
cially interested in files of inner
party bulletins, factional documents,
minutes, corréspondence and any rel-
evant material on the Socialist Party.
These materials would be returned
in good condition and the writer
would pay all express and insurance
ctharges on them. If any readers have
any material they would care to loan
me, they can write to the address
listed below.

Yours truly
" Daniel Bell
Faculty Exchange
Univ. of Chicago
Chicago 37, I1L
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erté”to Box 321 for information.

BALTIMORE
Hea qu:rferw 21 West Preston St.
Mdbtings of ‘Socialist Youth Leagua
held<évery Friday-at 8 p.m. :
" Publfc forums aré held second Fri-
day of each:month.
Fot “défails’ of Workers
hranbh «conta:ct above address,

llllg@l.
] DQUARTERS: 639 Main St.

Opdn maetmgs on Sundh,y a\*eninx:

CHICAGO :

LABOR" KCTION, 1501 w. n.auon.
ind fldo¥; Chiéago 7. W s -
Tﬂeph‘.ﬁe—ﬂcﬂ‘ﬂalpenke 5708
OmMEe 'Hovrs: 35786 ‘pua. - daliy, ex-
cept Bundays. '.l'u-nih‘r nl M’adnaa-

duy mmnxo. Rt

Party

CLE!

i‘}é’vaém branch of the Work-
ers -Party meets every Sunday at
8:00 pim,

The (‘!eveland branch of the c-Z»o-::lﬂ'!-
ist Youth League meets. évery Friday
at 8:00 pm. .

For  additional information, write
to Bérnard Douglas, P. 0. Box 1130,
Lleve]dnd 3, Ohio.

DET“QI_‘I_I' ;
JEADQPUARTERS: 6341 Gratiot,

Room 107 Telephorie: I’Laza 5559,
Write or phone for information on

class in “Political History of the
Workers Party.”
Local branch of Socialist YuuLh_

League at same address.

LOS ANGELES

- Neéw headquarters address: LABUR
ACTION, 23314 So. Grand, Los An-
Eeles T.

TEL.: Richmond 7-3230 (if no an-

" swer, phone AX 2-9067).

Office hours: 2 to b p.m. dally except
Sunday.

LOUISVILLE _

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New Interndffonal
and Workers Party — Write Robert

' Durant, Box 1181, :Loulsville, Ky.

NEWARK
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
OFFIGB HOURS: Tuesday—3 to '¢
p. In; Wegnesdsy—lz to 3 p. m.;
Bnturdzy—s to 4 p. m.
© Forums .every Friday ‘at 8:30 p.m.
at Lu.bor Action Hall, 248 Marlket Bt.:

NEW YORI( CITY |

CITY CEN’I‘FR 114 \Veat 14th St.,
thlf\d floor. Open every day from 10
am:. to, 10: 30 p.m. except Saturday
until 5 p.m.

'géléphoria CHelséa 2-9681.

You ‘are welcome to attend all open
Branch meétings of the Workers Par-
ty Iin New :York City. ! n

BRONX BRANCH: Meéets eéveéry
Thursday &t 8:16 p.m. &t Wilkins
Halls 1330 Wilkins 'Ave., Bronx. -

HARLEM BRANCH: Méets every
Wednesday, 8:15 pii. at thé Workers
Party - Heddqguarters, . 2143 Seventh

‘AvVé.- (néar 126th St.), room 106,

. CENTRAL . BRANCH: Meéts every
Wednesday, 8£:15 pimi. at the Workers
Party City CGenter,: 111 Wbst ‘T4th St.
third fioor.

CHELSEA 'BRANCH M‘eetl every
Thursdsy; -&:15°p.h. ‘4t tha Workers
Party City Center; 11-& West T4th Sti,
third floor. -+

Indastrial Briim:h moots Thursdav
at :8:30 pan.,fat City Center 114 W,
14th St. 3

Brooklyn Downtown Branch mPeis
evéry Thuraday at 8:15 pm. at 276
Fulton Street, sécond floor:

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW. ¥ORK BRANCH: Meets ‘évery
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. &t De ‘Luxe
Palace; 558 Howard: Awe.u (rrear Pit-
kin Avel).!

SOCIALIST YOUTH LLAGUE Meets
evéry | Friday: at 8:15 p.m, - at rthe
Workers Party Hefadqus.rters, 276
Fulton' St., s‘econd ﬂoor ;

READING

_For Informat'lon regarding the ac-
tivities asnd  affairs of the: Reading
Branch -of tRe. Workers Party ' ad-
Oress: P. 0. Box 1671, * PR

FHII.ADELI’I-IIA

‘HEADGUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard ‘Avenue (3rd Aoor). ¥ary

Workers Party “Hranch meets Wed-
nesdays at 8§ p.m.

Coming events at Labor Action
Hhall, 1139 West Girard Avenue: .

SUNDAY, June 15—Workers Party
picnie, Pennypack Park, ‘Foxchase,
Philadelphia.

Labor -Action Forums every alter-
nate Friday evning at 8:15 o'clocl
Some scheduled.topies:

June 27—Symposium on FEPC,

July 11—The Future of PAC.

Marxist Discussion Group Torums

every alfernate Friddy ewvening at.
8:15.

June 6— Philosophical Trends in
Literatur. )
. ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, 6517 Corbi].t
Avenue, University City 14.

‘SAN FRANEISCO BAY AﬁEA >

For information - on’ the activities
of the Workers Party “In the San
Francisco Bay aréa write: LABOR
"ACTION, 466 -Ténth St.-
Qakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE

Write to P. O. Box 9, Universaty'

Post Office, for informution.:

For inforfiation of Workerd Party’

addredses. and activities' in cities ‘not
listed above, write to. ‘Workers: Party,
4 Court Square, Long ISland City 1,
N. Y.

AUDIENCE FINDS WP FORUM ON PALESTINE
AplD DP PROBLEMS UNUSUALLY lNTEBESTING

Two hundred and twenty people
attended .an unusually - interesting
meeting organized by Local New
. York, Workers Party, on “0il, Stra-
tegic Bases, Power Politics or Hu-
man Livés” on- June 6, and heard
Max -Shachtman, National Chair-

man of the Workers Party, and Ed-

Findley, LABOR  ACTION staff
writer present the socéialist solution
for the Jews of Palestine and those
in the DP camps of Europe.

The period of the youth of capital-
ism, said Shachtman, its time of
growth and energetic expansion
seemed to offer a solution to the age-
old ‘Jewish' question.” However, that
capitalism has been replaced by one
that is in decay and decaying capi-
talism restores the Jewish problem
in its worst form. The war has been
over for two years. The war was
woil by the democracies over fascism
yet the Jews in Europe who survived
live today under conditions that are
only slightly less wretched than
thase they knew in Hitler’s day.

BIG POWER MANIPULATIONS

Ed F‘mchey ‘Attacked the United
Nat_mns for “making a political foot-
ball out of the lives of the homeless,
upl'nutcd vietims of Hitlerism. . . .”
The new Russian pohcy on Palcstmc
can be accounted for in the prepa-
rations for World War III and the
faét that Palestine is “the key to
Ruissia’s back door.” If Russia had
coine out in support of the Arab na-
tionalists, the "Zionists would have
been _pushed further into the direc-
tion of 4 compromiise’ with the Brit-
igh'the tesult béing the continuance
‘of “British-control’ of Palestine.

The Jewmh nationalist movements
“need o shift in orientation.” These
pa‘rt:es ‘stand for the continuance of
1m‘pe‘r1allst rale in ‘Palesting until'a
‘Jewish state can-be set up on’ the
baé!é ‘of a Je\’dsh n‘ra]mlt_v

The Workers Party, said the
speakers, is against reliance on any
‘imperialist or "any combination of
imperialist powers. It contends that”
without imperialist meddling the
two péoplés of Palestine could and
woltild find a way to each other. Only
a program that takes as its point of
departure that Palestine is neither
an Arab country nor a Jewish coun-
try but an Arab-Jewish country can
bring peace ‘dnd indépendence to
Palestine. ' B
ARAB-JEWISH UNITY

“The doors of Palestine can be
‘opened wide to the Jews of Burope
if those who stand behind them with
fixed bayonets and machihe guns are
driven from the soil and shores of
Palestine. Palestiné can be frée to
the' Jews only if if is freed from the
foul presence of British imiperialism.
This is a task that'is comimon 't both
Jews and Arabs. It eannof be accom-

plished except by thé common ef-
forli's- of the Jews and Arabs. The
Jew must stand out as the champion
of freedom and democracy for ‘all
the people of Palestme, Jew and
Arab alike.”

After the main ~presentations,
those in the audiefide who represent-
ed various Jewish nationalist organ-

. izations were ‘given "time to.present

their views. Despite the"lateness of
the hour,.the audience remained and
listened' attcntwely to an exﬂeptlon-
ally frultful questlon and answer
peuod. -
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NEW. YORK Louis Budenz, whose
book, This ¥s My Story; revéaled that -
1he GPU ‘plottéd Liton Trbtsk'y"é nniir-

“dér’ in' New ' York; appearéd before

the New York ‘Jiune praad’jury this
week * and "as * questionied ' for  4h
hotit by ‘Assistant “District’ Attorney
‘Grumet on" ]i:lS' kihovwledge: of Tthe
Trotsky mirder; the'disafpéarince of
Juliet Studrt Poyhtz And the ﬁsassé
l‘l‘aﬁtm ‘of Carle Treésca:s
‘Butlebz’é ‘ihtertégation by the Dls-
trict ‘Attornéy’s offiée-is thé résult-of
a pelition’ presented last March. 17
by a committée Headed by’ Norman
Thomas and' including Caunc:lman
Louis P: Goldberg James T. Farrell,
writer; Herman ‘Singer ‘editor’ 6f The
Call, ' Emanvel ‘Garrett, editor of LA-
BOR "ACTION, and - Sylvia Bleeker
for-the Soclalrst Wbrkérs Party The

1 "*:s LA o
(C_nntlmied from page 1)

claim’ fo  the capitalists anid their po-

Titieal “hénehién - that hé - right' to

strike  ¢annbt-pe taken dwayfrom

thé' workers? But no” such -call’ v&ﬂs

made.

Again, as one looked around the
Garden filled with  signs reading:
“Mr. President, veto the Taft-Hart-
ley - Slave Labor Bill!"—one could
well become mindful of the fact that
the President was in Washington.
And as one heard the lusty voices
sing: “We're going to roll the union
on!"—and if Taft stands in the way,
we're ‘going to roll it over him, and
if Hartley stands in the way, we're
going to roll it over him—one could
well feél the distancé between New
York and Washington. Whyg since fhe
time has come: to fight, as all speak-
- ers;.agreed, should not the fight be
taken to Washlngton, in ‘the form of
a Mar¢h on - Washington by labor?
Let the politicians see a living: dém-

~ onstrhtion “of labor’s détermmatm‘n “
Rodm, : 2086,

to ‘be free. Let the voites of’ tén& of
thousands of- workers singing “We'te
going to' rell- fhe union’ on!”—rise
throtugh the windows of the halls:of
Cohgréss-to the ears of the ‘political
servants of cdpitalist reaction.
PULL LABOR'S PUNCHES

But whilé’ Phil Murray belligerent-
ly -states that the NAM- wants “a
showdown with labor” and.they want
it now, ‘he ‘is pussyfooting - on 'the.
mefhods .to meet the challenge. Yes,

the.Jlaber léaders.aye pulling. labop's,

punches, ' whetréas - the ~workers ‘are
showing - by ‘sueh demonstrations .as
thls at Madlson Squale Garden that

 publicans and ' Democrats

on Trdis v Murder,

committee, representing a large group
of signers to the petition, de-
manded that Budenz and other pres-
ent and past Communist Party lead-
ers bé summoned fo a grand jury
hearing to téstify on the operations
and —activities of the GPU murder
machine. (See LABOR ACTION,
March 24.)

“TOO HOT” TO HANDLE

A former editor of the Daily Work-
er who recently returned to the au-
thoritarianism of the Catholic Church,
Budenz was by his own admission a
tacit accomp]icg of the GPU terror
activities against working class op-
ponents. His book, ~written after
years of silehce about and participa-
tion in Stalinist crimes, exposed the
mechanics of Leon Trotsky’s assassi-

they are ready to fight with all they
have.

The Iabor !eaders are pussyfooting
not alone on the methods to fight the
Taft-Hartley bill but on the entire
political front. They suffer from sélf-
indiicéd blindnéss, For instance, there
was Phil Miifrdy earnestly and pains-
taKingly, peint’ by poinf, analyzing
the Vicious slave labor bill. He showed
how ‘it 'Wwould make a mockery of
collective bargaining, bring back thé
company union, restore rule by in-
junction and even subvert elemen-
tary principles of democratic pro-
cedureé, and how the bill would mike
the ‘govérnmiént- theé direct sefvant of
business to do this dirty job. Murray
Knows, of course, as do all labor lead-
‘ers anid everybody else, that both Re-
are ré-
sponsible for. this. enslaving measure.
.Yet when it Gomes fo. a program for
political action, Murray sees no fur-
ther ‘than the cesspools of the Re-
publican and ‘Democratic Parties, and
abides . hy the darv and dlscredlted
tenet to" rew‘a ‘labor’s friends and
punish its enemies.

The. political ponfusion of labor is.

thus made morg, confounded, as was
amply illustrated at the Garden. Take,
for example, Joseph Curran, who
loudly declaimed that “labor must
have SOME, independent political
action from now .on.” Thereupon he
introduced Mayor *William O'Dwyer
as ~the “peoplg’s man.” O'Dwyer's
speech was:anqopen politician's bid
for labor’s .support .for
crats ‘against dhe Republicans, for
nowhere did heimention the Demo-
cratic Paity’s shameful part in the

REUTHER BETRAYS POLITICAL OPPORTUNISM
IN uAw PRESS REI.EASE ON RENT CONTROL

By wm.rsk JASON

DETROIT———Thls week’s prize for
crass opportunism among labor lead-
ers was won hands down by Walter
P. Reuther; UAW-CIO president, in
his press rélease dated Juné 3, on the

. subjeet of econgressional ac!:mn to

kill rent eontrol.

“Republlcans can claim midmput—
ed authdrship of ‘the 1947 récession
now that the Republicdn controlled
Cotigréss has killéed rent -control,”
" Reuther 'said. And this kind of stuff
goes on for three and a half type-
writtén pages.

What -about Pramdent Truman 8
role? If you dig hard into the-atticle

- yowll find, “whether the héw’ Repub-

lizan rent bill'becomes ldw oris: ve-
toed by ‘the Predident; effective rent
coiitrol would have been killed, and
the resulfing hardship ‘to illibng of
families 'Will plaitily'and inidelibly be
marked “with Repubhcan Hfinger-
prints,”

MLGHT\' POOR ANSWERS

What about the Democratic Party?
Its role in the fight Against ldbor’s
welfare? Again, a very cdreful réad-
ing brings out this sértences. “Taft
of Ohio- and Wolcott of' Michgian
are the kingping of this é¥iction dam-
paigh, ‘but théy have a strong GOP
vote behind themy and in the'Sénate
on Moﬁday, the old: guaird Democtats
fromi the South voted as usual with
their Repﬁblicam counterparts.” -

S0 what- is - the ‘answér' to these
perplexing prnblems raiged by Gon-
gresaional action? Anyone with half
an’eye ‘can" redtd 'Reuthers” mot* so
subtle’ sohttlon Ah' If only we had

vl T T T o

WORKERS PARTY
INFQRMATION BI.ANK

I am interested in i'o‘in‘iiig the Workers
puriy of the Uni_‘_ied‘ S_-_h}fc;. wilk you
please send mie all lllWldn as io
your Program und how 1 cnn become
a member,

s
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good,
Congress: And President Truman?
Poor fellow! He is just a captive of
that nasty Congréss! At heart; you
se€, he is really pro-labor, especially
if he vetoes the Hartley bill, or even
if he doesn’t, his threat to veto soft-
enéd the measure!

A few -weeks ago, Richard T.
Leonard, UAW-CIO vice- p1e51dent
presented just that kind of a-line to
a president’s meeting called to dis-
cusg the' GM crisis. Leonard all but
endorsed Truman for re-election in
1948, Reuther sat there, smiling, and
being amused by that performance.
For'Leonard was just carrying out
instruetions from president Philip
Murray, of the CIO, who wants to
cling to Truman’s coat tdils.

KNOWS BETTER

Today, Reuther has taken a very
big ‘step to cafch up with Brother

Leonard in handing out the samé -
old'baloney. But theére is a difference.”

Leonard; it can be argued with some
weight, doesn’t know better. No such
alibi or excuse is-pessible for Reu-
ther. He does know better. He knows
just as well as the average reader of
LABOR "ACTION that there isn’t
_any' difference between the Repuibli-
can or Démocratic pzuhés insofar as
fuhdamental poljéies are concerned.

_The “Truman Doetrifie,” ‘is ‘hardly

a ‘Républican plot! Reuther knows
all thati-and he knows that furida-
menta\lly Wall Street, or capitalism,
is responsible for the coming deépreés-
sion. Check his speeches of the last
yvear and a half and it's all there.

But Reuther is getting ready to
retreat some more, especially if it
will assure him of president Mur-
ray’s -support for his re-election in
theé November UAW-CIO convention.
/' nd that is why Reuther’s blast at
thé Icpublicans -is- a prize example
of ‘crass opportunism!

For a Price List of Marxist

Literature in English and

Qiher .Language‘s Available.

'Ifrouqh Labor Action Book
S;ervice". Write to

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square '
Long Islﬂnd CNy 1, H Y

the - Demo-_

“néw  gustd” democrats in’

nation by the GPU in Mexico in
1940 and thus proved the verdict of

‘world opinion that Stalin ordered and

organized the murder. Similarly,- his
book confirmed thé -judgment of
world opinion. Because the details-
of the murder and abduction . were
plotted in New York, the case comes
under the jutisdiction ‘of the Dis-
trict Attorney's office.

In his book Budenz chose to shleid
with the anonymity of “Miss Y,"” the
identity of a friend ‘of his who, un-
der the direction of :a GPU agent,
was instrumental in introducing the
murderer, Jaeson, to a sympathizer
of the Trotskyist movement in order
that he might gain entrance to the
Tmtsky household. « However, - the
Idermty of “Miss Y" has lonig beén
assumed by persons interested in the

# Parade in New York - -

Taft-Hartley. bill and in the ‘other
anti-people’s measures in Congress.
When he ' finished, Curran again

hailed O'Dwyer, this newest messiah- '

from the Democratlc Party, as the
“people’s man.’

LABOR WANTS TO FIGHT

In the same vein of political con-
fusion, Hyman- Blumberg = of ' the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers and
of the American Labor Paitty, this
tail to the kite of the Democratic
Party, was honored as “the political

voice of the workers in New York.”, '

Along the same line of confusion,
Murray concluded his speech by call-
ing for the support of all workers,
organized and unorganized, of pro-

fessional people, farmers and small .

business pedple, “to .perfect a power-
ful ‘political instrument.” Which is

correct, for labor is the natural lead- .

er of all thé little people. Buf what
kind of political @ instrumént -was

. Murray talking about? The same old

chipped and icoséned ax—the policy
of trying to send home from Wash-
ington labor’s Democratic and Re-
publican enemies {(who were elected
in many cases as labor's “friends”)
and to send in their places other
members of the same Democratic and
Republican Parties.

To sum up the importanc of this
monster demonstration of :laboy: in
New  York City: it prociaimed the
will and: the' militancy of the: ‘work-

ers to fight the Paft:Hartley bill and,
all attacks on their rights and their
freedoms, .°' P e

On the other hand, the la‘bor lead-,

ers made a public demonstration of -

their timidity by limiting the meth-
ods for fighting this bill- and similar
attacks .on labor. They also showed
their cringing reliance on' President
Truman and on fthe. capitalist politi-
cal parties. They: showed 'their .un-
willingness to.mold labor’s politital
might into -an .independent ‘labor
party at this time when the capital-
ist class has called for a showdown.

Anti-Labor Drive
Mezting Provokes
Fruitful Discussion

PHILADELPHIA —On May 28 the
summer series of Labor Action-For-

ums was inaugurated with a very -

interesting -address by Arthur Parks

in the meéting hall at 1139 West Gi--

rard Avenue. The series will deal pri-
marily with issues currently con-
fronting the labor movement. The
first of the series dealt with The Anti-
Laber Legislation as a part of the un-
ion-smashing offensive of big busl-
ness.

In his opening r_emarks Parks em-

phasized, thdat often it- is  necessary.

for the union member to' criticize his
leadership in order to advance a mil-
itant program. Specifically; it is nee-
essary today for the CIO member to
denounce - President Philip Murray
for ‘his three-plank “do -nothing”
platform; (1) wait for '48, (2) send
posteards, and (3)° post-war ne-strike
plédge." In- advancing . this “program
Murray is serving the interests.of
these ‘'whom as .a uhion leader ‘he
should ‘opposeé.

A briefi survey ‘of the presént -eco-

. nomic situation shows business mak-

ing unprecedented profits- but- profits
based partly on tax refunds and with
little - new - capital investments and
plant expansions. The sSpeaker ex-
préssed 'the belief that business was
well aware that its'big task in fhe
coming recession would be to wretk
the unions, if necessa‘ry, by 1hsf1tut~
ing fascism.

Cemrade Parks analyzed brleﬂy the
confenfs of the Hartley-Taft  bills,
shoWing how they placéd “réd tape,”
fear of imprisonment and ofher bar-
riers in the unions' path. The spedkér
advocated a protest march on’ Wash-
ingfon and a 24-hour work stoppage
to attempt to force the defeat of the
bill, or, failing in that, £6 ‘arouse in
the unions the realizafion of the po-
litical . nature .of the fight that theéy

‘ must carry on through an iﬁdepen-

dént labor party.
A fraitful’ discussion iollowed sev-
eral in the audience’ taking issue with

“the speaker on & nurnb31 of pom‘ts

Similar disctssion periods’ will "’ e ,
an ifitegral part of all’ forms'in the’
series which"i§' to"be 'held ‘evéry" igther
Friday' throughout- the- sumiiter. The

. .nhext séheduled one is on The Crlsis ]
in Coal for June 13. Z

case to be Ruby Weil, and the de-
mand has béen made repeatedly that
she be:brought to testify hete. In his

‘appearance before the grand jury’

last week, Budenz promised to di-
vulge the identity of “Miss Y.”

According to his . story, Budenz,

when' editor of the Daily Worker and .

at the timé of the Poyritz disappear-
‘ance, was told by highér-ups, “not
to do much about it—it was too hot.”
It 1s to be hoped ‘that Budénz will
be compelled to reveal ALL "he

knows about the Julla Stuart' PoyntZ.

abduction and probable murdér and
that other Communist Party’leaders,
every one of them a sérvant-of the
GPU, will likewise be compelled to
testify.

FOR COMPLETE INVESTIGATION

' Budenz asserted that he had least
knowledge of the assassination of

paid  PRESS MANAGER'S

Norman Thomas, spokesman for the
L‘ommittee in . presenting the petl-
tion, -claimed that Tresca could ohly

have béen killed by agents of Mus-'.
soltm or Stalm :
Wlth the’ mltml suceesq of thc

committee in seeuring a grand jury,
investigation of Budenz's revelations,

LABOR ACTION hopes that the sign-
| ers. of the or:gmal petition will press

their demand for a complete investi=
gation which will interrogate -Brow-
der, Foster, Jack Stachei and other
decomplicés ot the GPU m‘ach}ne‘
The cdmmlttee informed the Dlstﬂel
Attorneys office on March 17 com-.
plete - public’ exposure is lhe nnly
weapon ‘the labor movement has of
protectmg 1tse'lf against the Kremlin
and' its agen’ts in' ‘assassination and
terrot‘lsm in other countnes YL IERY

.-mw '-'.”'T*. v

NEW vbm( LOCAL GOES OVER THE 1'09

At'the AFL giant Veto Day rally at Madison Square Gardén, 413 copics
were sold. Local New York covéréd this detronstration as the people were
coming to the meeting and ag they were leaving. (An “excellent iden; get |
theém coming and going!)" This’ wéek they pla‘n te rcpeat this perfbrmam:é

at the CIO Veto Raliy

And I'm happy- to report that Néw York: Clty is coming out” of its"

doldrums 4ll along -the liné 6n LABOR ACTIO’N dales, This' week™ I:hey 501(_1.
LA's at 4 plant (B copies), Harlém street sale (BB <opies); &t ‘an ADAX -

meetmg (80" copies), Manhattan branch (17 i&nples), at the plckei: hhe
protesting the arrest of the ‘Greek Tfotsl:yists (2"5 ebplest) ,

ccheo '‘CONTINUES TO ‘SELL OUT

UEdst web?&hunale sold olit in 45 minutes in-the South Side Négro Area.
Increased their regular bundle to 150 copies. And ordered 500 extra copies
of this issue to cover the AVC cotivéntion. Cleveldnd ordsred 200 extia -
copies of this 4issue to cover the ILGWU .convention. Buffalo and Phila-
delphia ordered extra copies.of the June 2 isgue which carriéd a front pape

spread on lynching and -Firn {Crow.:

New ‘York also. ordered sextra copies'of

thit issue for sale at the Negro Freedom Rally at Madlson Square Garden,

June 16.

*Everyone complimented the Editors on the headline and contents’ of
the June 2 issue. Sm‘ry, we dont have any more copws left!-

With the next issve of LABOR ACTION we are going back to a four-
pager, Read the front page story for-detdils. Though' this is:not a’ hapy
announcement. to make let’s ndt got down' inithe shouth. The four-page
LABOR ACTION will certainily mateh the: qnnlrty ofthe: eight-pager.+To
hasten -the day when .We. can:once ‘ore: exp’and, alI r&aders of: LAB()R

ACTION must do-the following::

1iGet! b’!)bsrmphcm W
2. Sell the paper.

. the life blood of mir paper THVED L

r} Continue and increase your contributions to the LABOR ACTION
*

BOOSTERS FUND . .

‘Workers Party’ memberd ‘increase Vi

pledges at your branch meetings Other friends, send"yom ﬂonutwné ;

directly to ‘our office. -

We have'to take one step backw ards. Let's prepale f01 our next move

two- steps forward.

LABOR ACTION agents will $oon hear from s in detail,
Meanwhlle—SELL GET SUBS and please PAY YOUR BILLS

Labor Action--

(Continued from pageé 1)
is. The wisest course seemed to us to
.reduce the a1ze of the paper, while
maintaining its standard five-cent
price.

FOUR-PAGE PLANS

We shall still ‘require the .assist-
ance of ‘our readers, and the mainte-
nancé " of the LABOR ACTION
FUND. Our printer and other, cred-
“itors have extended a consnderable
and unusual amount of credit ‘to us.
Before we can again undéftake an
expansion it will be necessary to pay
off. our aecumulatéd, bills. ‘Biit, éven
W1thbut the thatter of de’bts, thc cost
of ‘the paper will b high and our'in-
comie from sales relatively and fee-
essatily- low. We have no rich
““anglels,” and we accépt comimercial
advertisng only'in the rarest eiréum-
stanées. The weekly contribution: of
our friends, beit in dimes, quarters
or déllats, will continue to' be vitally
necessary for' us.

If is-our opinion that we publiskied
the finest’ w:-umq class ‘paper ' ¥he
country: ‘The four-pager, ‘white 1 Wil
havé’less Féom” for ‘thatérial, Will' pév-
erfiieless Be i the supEridtive’ sodial-
ist “fradition of "the €ight-pdgeér. We
shall contitive o Combme; in" #leé fotir
pagés as in‘the eight,” fgh¥ing: work-

ing’ eim agimm vmh fh‘él‘bﬁgh s

cialist, analysis. We shall continue to
present the wriférs yol like ¥o fedd—=
Irving' ' Howe, Jd‘ck ‘Ranger; Sﬂtﬁiﬁ
" Greew and others: will be necessary
to 'omit several regular features, and
“Yo réduce’ the atiohnt of ‘space ‘given '
to teitain types-of coverage: But 'wé
guarantée o paper that you wm wuil
torread - und tospread. - -

There, in spreading the papt’_:r. in -
boosting its cireulation to-sueh  nums=
bers* as. will reduce materially ‘the |
cost, of the' paper: per: copy, liesa-
great  part . of the solution to! our. .
problem. This is a-jobin which every -
retder ‘of  LABOR.ACTION can do
his 'share, Maintenancé of the Boost-
ers Fund and increasing the citcula-

“tiott ‘of the phper-are keys tgward |
' overcoming this' retrenchment. d.l\:— &
tated by cireumstances:: ™

LABOR ‘ACTION “deeply thanks m
" friendd-who iidde possible - fen months
" of “$h@ ‘Elghtipage “paper. The: “eight=
pager: more Hhan-justified itewlf irf-jis
ten” nighihs of ‘publication; as’ I ob:
}e;esa» by 'Fepeﬁh‘ from: évery sdetion
of #he- E6iiRtry and by fhe-hany (6t

' yers FRaf have ‘cole (§5 Hhe LABOR

ACTION -ofice. th" hanking .gur:

“friehds; we' dek theni'fo contlnue thetr |

suppéri for #Re four-puger, ¥o bobst -

| Hhe i Fodr-pager ud Hiey did -Fhe oights

payer, Heshélp i mdintaln’ an 'dggres:

p llve. ﬁm‘ﬂﬂ. QMQR RGTIQN.'_ o

t6 the, For $1.00.

mrnopuc*ronr_ cmsn’ ro

LABOR Acrlpn-?
4 conrf Sqmre. Lotig I‘slaﬁd cny 1. N. Y.

Please enter my subscrxﬁ:on to LABOR ACTION as followa
O 6 mcmth aubscrxptmn (26 msues) f,or Bof

k1 year. subscrlptmn (52 zssues) togetyer
 With patiiphlet “Plenty For All” to be mafled

e A T T T P A S

fPlease prmt)

Address -.....c.ceivverenens
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Democrahc Solution of Palastan lssue

Vital to Genvine India Independence

By ALBERT GATES !

“History was being made fast and

. furiously today,” said the New York
- Times on June 3, in describing the
New Delhi conference between the
representatives of the British Crown
.and the Hindu, -Moslem and Sikh
“areas of India. The great sub-conti-
‘nent .of Asia, inhabited by an esti-
mated 400 million people, was offéred
a new form of settlement by the
Empire which presumably is to result
in the independence of the country.
- Thus, a new stage in the struggle for
the: freedom of India. has -been
reached; it is the product of the cen-

turies-old struggle for national in- .

dependence.
The British, faced with insur-
. mountable national and international
© difficulties, could no longer rule in
the old way. This was clear even be-
fore the war. The war hastened the
government’s decision to come to

' ' some agreement with India, lest the

- whole nation be lost in an intense
battle for freedom. Great Britain’s
position in India was threatened from
external forces, as well. The United
“States, in hope of opening this vast
country as a market for her .goods,
“has long cast its yes in the direction

. of the sub-continent, publicly con-
demning British rule in the report

. made by former Ambassador Phillips.
- And there is always Stalinist Russia,
seeking new lands to conguer and
‘new millions to enslave.

~Taking advantage' of the - sharp
cleavage inside India between the
rulmg Hindus and the Moslems, a

“struggle which .the British have in-

 cited for many yegrs to prevent the

unification 'of the immense popula-

_ tion, Premier Attlee proposed the es-
3] tablishment of a Constituent Assem-

- bly at New Delhi and plebiscites in
the disputed provinces to determine

whether or not they wish fo adhere
to an All-Indian assembly or set up
their own bodies.

DIVIDED INDIA

“There is- no dispute about the
- greater’ part of India which is in-
habited by-and is to be ruled by the
Hindu Constituent Assembly. But the
majority of the representatives at
the .present meeting from Bengal,
Punjab, Sind and British Baluchistan
have already refused to participate in
a single Constituent Assembly. It is
fairly certain that these. provinces,
which contain either Moslem major-

Empire Saver

CLEM'ENT ATTLEE

ities or are evenly divided, will wvote
for their own Constituent Assembly,
or Pakistan.

The British ardently hope for this
because it will result in a divided In-
dia. Behind the British plan is the
aim of maintaining a close relation-
ship with India after the consumma-
tion of the present proposals which
have been accepted by the represent-
atives of all the three factions. In
granting the  democratic right of
plebiscitary decision, the British ex-
pect- that the new assemblies will
voluntarily accept dominion status

Slow dbwn Highlights
_N. Y. Transit Dispute

WEDNESDAY, June 11 —The TWU
voted last night to resume normal
- opetation. of New York City's tran-
- sit after the Board of Transportation
agreed (1) to hold. a mew “pick” for
_setting up work schedules on the In-
dependent subway system and (2)
to allow union representatives inside

‘ Board: property, The union did- not:

- win its main demand for withdrawal
of charges against four suspended
subway. workers.

B YT TR O PR
By GENE VAUGHN

' During the last two weeks the New
- York  City transit system has been
~hit -by a severe labor c¢risis. This

most - recent disagreement . between

Mike Quill’s Transport Workers Un=

.. ion and the two-star, military-mind-

ed autocrat, Chairman Gross of the
Board -of Transportation (Gross had
‘been ‘a major-general. in the -Army
of the United States during the war)
~has come to a head 'in a-near-strike

- situation.

In order  to fight _the autocratic
“hand of Chairman Groess, the TWU
"~ was forced to resort to a slowdown
in the subway service by sticking to

the “Book of Rules.” The union also .

threatened ‘the -city of New York
with a’ transit strike. The militancy
of the transport workers can best
be appreciated in light of the fact
_-that the Condon-Wadlin law, which
was péﬁsed at the 1947 session of the
pro-
_.vides for severe penalties, loss of se-
‘niority rights and even loss of job for
public employees who strike or in
" any way do not give “honest” serv-

" ice to the public.

‘Chairman' Gross retaliated by sus-
pending several union , organizers

© 4rom their jobs on the ground that

they violated the by-laws of, the tran-
sit-code in telling the men to follow
the “Book of Rules.” In order to
‘compensate for the slowdowp, Chair-
man Gross ordered the adoption of
‘inadequate inspection practices. - Gross
willingly jeopardized the :safety jof
the city’s. subway travelers in order
. fo get back at the TWU. Finally,
' Chairman Gross put on shorter trains
“at-smaller intervals of time to foil
the attempts of the union at a slow-
down. This latter maneuver cost the
city tens of thousands.of dollars.
‘ NINE DEMANDS
.~ The Transport Workers Union has
submitted ‘to the Board of Transpor-
tation the following nine demands:

1. Increase of 15 cents on hour for
all hourly rated employees. Commen-
surate increase for all per annum
' ‘employees, including all clerical and
‘administrative employees, whose cost
of ‘living adjustments should be made
permanent

2. (a) Retirement under Cxty Re-
tirement Plan‘at 20-25 years at half
" 'pay instead of present 30-35 year re-
tirement at half pay. (b) Modification
of IRT and BMT pension plans to

provide: .(1), 1% per cent for each
year of service; (2) full credit for
“period not covered from 1937 to 1941;
(3) retirement age under IRT and
. BMT plans to be same as retirement
'age under City Retirement Plan.

3. Three weeks' vacation after five
;years’ service.

4, Eleven paid holidays.

5. Sick ‘leave. to accumulate up to
an: eight-year maximum w;thout loss

of any sick leave time owing to the
eémployee.

6. Trackmen t{o be classified as
maintainers and receive mamtamers
rates of pay.

7. Overtime pay at the rate of
time and a half for all supervisory
and clerical employees.

8, .Renegotiation of ‘working con(il-
tions and rules now, promulgated for
employees in each department.

9. Adoption and implementation of .
the Davis-O'Dwyer plan for labor
relations.

The crucial demand of the TWU '
iz the ninth one. The TWU is a union
along industrial lines which repre-
sents ;approximately 29,000 out of a
total of 33,000 employees, both oper-
ating and administrative, ‘of the
transit system. The TWU has there-
fore demanded that the Board rec-
ognize a system of proportional rep-
resentation when the Board bargains

. with the various transit unions. Gen-

eral Gross, in order to weaken the
bargaining position of the TWU and
keep the employees of the transit
system as divided as possible, prefers
to deal with all the transit organiza-
tions on an equal basis. Among the
other transit organizations age to be
found the Civil Service Forum Tran-
sit Committee, a company union out-
fit which claims ‘a membership of
6,000, and the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive -Engineers, which says it
speaks for 2,500 motormen' on the
transxt sysbem

O’DWYER.’S ROLE

Ex-Commissioner Davis, a member
of the Board of, Transportation until
two weeks ago, when he was forced
into resigning by the stubbornness
of Chairman Gross, had after an ex-
tensive 1nvest1gatm;1 written ‘a re-
port fayoring asystem of proportion-
al representation for the various tran-
sit labor organizations. Mayor
O'Dwyer came out in favor of the
report only to have it rejected by
Commissioners Gross and Sullivan of
the Board. Chairman Gross wrote a
letter to the Mayor asking him not

“to “interfere’” in the affairs of the:

Board of Transportation, and the
peace-loving Mayor decided to with-
draw his support of the Davis recom-
mendation and not “interfere.” The
Mayor would now hold the Board re-
sponsible “for any results which ad-
versely affect the safety and welfare
of the people of the Clt_y of New
York.” :

The TWU, by virtue of its large
following among the transport: work-
ers, is justified in demanding special
recognition from the Board. How-
ever, the TWU ought to learn an ob-
ject lesson from these last two weeks
of struggle. Democratic capitalist
politicians remain Democratic poli-
ticians in spite of all the sugar coat-
ing"and pink window dressing. Wil-

. liam O'Dwyer, the Tammany Demo-

crat,y, keeps William O'Dwyer, the
{Mayor of New York, from'fighting
for the “Davis plan,” even though
he recognizes the merit -of this plan.
If the TWU is to gain its demands
and if the TWU is to become the
exclusive transit union in the city
of New York, it must ‘depend upon
its own militant unionism instead of
the false friendships of the O’'Dwyers
and the other “friends”- of la'bor in
the capxtalist partles. :

and become part of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations. The Empire
will retain its troops in India on the
ground of the mililary weakness of
the country. But actually, the British
retention of her niilitary forces is for
the purpose of defending her im-
mense interesis against any en-
croachments which may come from
her imperialist rivals. So long as
,these ' troops remain, they are a
threat also to the achievement of
Indian unity and genuine indepen-
dence,

The acceptance of the British pro-
posals by the Indian representatives
elevates the struggle to a new plane.
A measure of the plan is revealed
in the enthusiastic support given it
by Winston Churchill who praised it
and its authors generously, claiming
some credit for ‘himself, since it .fol-
lowed the pattern of his own plah
taken to India by Sir Stafford Cripps
in 1942,

SOCIALIST POLICY
As revolutionary socialists we are

" for a complete and unambiguous in-

dependence for India; for a unified
India. Whatever our opinions- about
‘the cause of the present division in
the country, it would be sheer folly
to disregard the deep division which
exists particularly between the Hin-
dus and the Moslems. The Moslems
do not want unity with -the Hindus.
We believe they are wrong. If we

(Continued from page 1)

factors which dictate the imperative
need for our preservation, will be
found the source of the present
crisis in the AVC. The crisis itself is
not the product of the struggle in

the leadership, but merely is reflect-

ed in that struggle. The crisis testi-
fies to the inadequacy of program.
This erisis will be resolved when the
present inadeguacies of program are
corrected, the program revised and
strengthened, and vigorously advo-
cated and ‘carried out by a militant
and aggressive membership.

The present crisis in the AVC re-
flects the post-war cirlns of the vet-
eran. All the ballyhoo, sugar coating,
thet was fed to the veteran during
the war, and which raised his hopes
and expectations for the post-war
world, to the sky, has turned inte a
series of merciless body blows deliv-
ered upon the veteran.

A, The “Jobs for Veterans” pro-
gram fell through the seive-like loop-
holes of the selective service act,
which presumably, had guaranteed
the veteran the return of his job. °

B. 52-20 proved inadequate both
as to period of duration and rate of
allowance. And—despite these inade-
quacies, aggravated by the price
gouge—great pressure’ was exerted
upon  those receiving the readjust-

“ment allowance, forcing them into

subsistence-level jobs.

C, The apprentice-on-the-job. train-
ing allowances have been sharply
reduced.

D. The surplus property of the
War Assets administration, presum-
dably designed to give the veteran
first priority has acerued to the ben-
efit of every substantial business
man -and industrialist—but not to
the veteran. \ ;

E. The ground floor of veterans
rehabilitation was “termited” by de-
clining wages and declining business,
buttressed by the price scandle. The
vet, like the population at large, was

* permitted to help “bridge his gap”

through war bonds purchased at a
60-cent 'dollar and redeemed at a
40-cent-dollar.

F. Finally,
EMERGENCY HOUSING PRO-
GRAM COLLAPSED.

Every move against the veteran has
been in effect an inseparable part of
the ‘ all-out drive organized by big
business, in collusion with the govern-
ment, against the living standards of
the American working class. If, how-

THE VETERANS *

resided in their provinces we would
do everything 'in our power to con-
vince them of their error and we
would vote for a single assembly and
for Indian unity. We would fight for
a genuinely free’ and independent
India without any ties whatever to
the British Empire and we would de-
mand the expulsion of British mili-
tary forces “since they could only
serve as a constant threat to genuine
independence and unity.

But at the same tfime, as revolu-
tionary socialists, we would defend
the right of the Moslems to decide

their own destiny as a people. If they

do not want to establish a common
state with the Hindus, if they want
their own state, then they have the
democratic right to so decide. Any
attempt to prevent the tens of mil-
lions of Moslems from exercising
their democratic right of decision
would represent nothing less than
the assertion of the right of the
Hindu ruling majority to rule against
the will of millions of people. From
a/ democratie, internationalist, social-
ist point of view, that would be im-
permissible.

It is our hope that, having achieved
this further step in their struggle for
independence, the Indian masses will
go even further, toward the estab-

lishment.of a unified and independent
India, free of all ties with  its still -

ever - present imperialist “mother-

land.”

ever, l’l:e blows against labor, have
produced militant, rear-guard actions
directed by the powerfully organized
labor unions; the veterans, whose or-
ganizations are divorced from the la-
bor movement (whose lgrgest organi-
zations are hostile to the labor move-
ment). are fighting a disprganized and
incffective "defensive.” | .
Our defensive action:is beginning
to resemble a rout. Itis precisely
this Tout of the veterans program
that has produced the real crisis
within the AVC. Obviously, that or-
ganization of veterans:which bases
itself not upon “beer and pretzels,”
but upon a program of pconomic and

social improvement of e lot of “the

veteran, would suffer: from the col-
lapse of the veterans program. More
accurately the AVC ‘suffered the ef-
fects of this collapse because it re-
lied upon (and told the veteran to
rely ‘upon) the very forces which
bear the main responsibility for the
disintegration of the .wveterans pro-
gram. Being pummeled from every
side, the veteran sought:leadership
for a struggle against those who-
were directing the blows. The AVC
leadership offered instead an “alli-
ance of dependence’” upon the admin-
istration which was, systematically
undermining the position of the vet-
eran. In this  respeet, despite the
best intentions, the AVC failed as
the true champion of the veteran.
Had the AVC called upon the:vet-
eran to rally behind: an . American

‘Veterans Committee in alliance with

labor, had ‘it followed the course of
militant action along side; and under
the leadership of labor, the position
of the veteran today would not be so
bleak. Had the AVC followed a course
of oppnsihnn and struggle against the
enemies of the veteran instead of
dubbing them "our friends," the mem-
bership of the AVC today would be
counted not at 100,000, but in the
hundreds of thousands and even mil-
lions.
course of courageously speaking ouwt
the truth and of waging militant ac-
tions against an administration that
was systematically whittling away at
the position of the veteran, there
would be no stagnation in the AVC
and there would be no Stalinist threat
at this convention. There would be no
Stalinist threat because their #ruly
reactionary character would then
have been siripped of pseudo mili-
tancy, and they would stand exposed.
The end of the “New Deal” for

ters meeting of June 2, 1947,

citizéns; and

* United States of Amerieca; and,

reasoning or pleading; and

economic strength;

States of America; and

WON'T RECOGNIZE LAW

The following resolution was unammously adopted by the mem-
‘bership of the Sailors Union of the Pacific at the regular Headquar-

- Whereas: Legislation is at present pending in Congress, aimed at
not only destroying the trade unions, but also our rig'ﬂts as American

Wherecw These power-mad politicians emboldened by the big
busiriess lpbby and.the whining and pleading of politically minded
labor leaders, have decided to disregard the Lonstltuhon of the

Whereas: Inasmuch as the aim of these politicians is the enslave-
ment of the American worker, nothmg can be gained by any further

Whereas: We have learned, through bitter experience, the only
way to make ourselves heard by these people is through the use of our

-Therefore, Be It Resolved: That we exercise our rights as free
Americans and notify’ President Truman, the Senate, and the House
of Congress, that regardless of enactment, we will refuse to recognize
as law, the Hartley-Taft Bill or any other legislation that violates or
suspends the rights granted to us by the Coustltutlon of the United'

~ _Be It Finally Resolved: That this resolution be sént to all Central
Labor bodies and AFL organizations for coneurrence and be published
in the West Coast Sailors and given the widest possible publicity.

: SAILORS UNION OF THE PACIFIC

Had the AVC followed the .

[

Profest Political Arrests in Greec'e;-”

200 pickets murched for one hour on Saturday, June 7, before the Greek Consulate at Rockefeller Plaza, New

York City, to protest the arrést of five members of the Greek section of the
tionary terrorist government. The picket line was organized by the Workers Party and Socialist Workers Party
Pickets carried signs and shouted slogans which denounced Truman's suoport of Greek reaction; and demanded

Fourth International by the reac-

+he release of the Troiskyist prisoners und of all political prisoners,.—Photo by Alex.

How Shall We Meet the Crisis in the AVC;
A Message to the Convention Delegafes--

veterans has been the most serious
blow delivered upon the AVC, If the
leadership of the AVC did not un-
derstand this when they so unwisely
helped pay for AVC acereditment
by the, veterans administration by
their silence upon the vocational pay.

reduction, and by their opposition to.

a federal bonus, then they must by
now feel the full impact upon . the
AVC, engendered by the bust of Mr.
Wyatts housing program. This is the
source of the crisis that is wrecking
the AVC today. It cannot and will
not be resolved by any pelitical am-
putations of the Stalinists from the
AVC. The crisis can be overcome by
categorichlly rejecting: the ‘open and’

the surreptitious programs of the.

Stalinists, and concomitantly reject-
ing their slates for office. But more
than this. The solution of: the crisis
demands the recasting of the' pres-
ent program of the AVC in line with
the program presented in this issue
of LABOR ACTION (See page 5.)

The failures in the past have been
serious—but not fatal. The situation
among the veterans, as among the
“citizens,” grows worse, not better.
There is a growing resentment
among the veterans. These ‘would
normally be attracted to an organi-

‘zation like the AVC. Since, however,

the resentment is being directed
mainly against the administration
and the government; the AVC can
benefit by it only by becoming the
real champions of the veteran. But
this ‘means, “first and foremost, a

sharp and clean break from the ad- -

ministration and from Democratic
and Republican polities. It means a
militant pro-labor orientation for the
AVC. And it means an end to kow-
towing to the administration—re-
placed by a policy of bold aectivity
against the capitalist parties and
their administration. An organiza-
tion of 100,000 veterans, which fails
now to wage an open and militant
fight, will have to lose ground to the
AL and VFW, which means that it
will disintegrate as o« potent fo: ce
in the veterans field.

* HOW THE CRISIS

IS MANIFESTED

Although the source of the present
crisis .in the AVC has its roots in
the developments on the American
social scene, it is manifested in the
organization in a political division
within the National Planning. Com-
mittee. Festering since the Des
Moines convention (and before). the
crisis was' precipitated in'the NPC,
around the “Statement on Commu-
nism’ adopted by a majority vote of
that committee. A national referen-
dum on the “Statement on Commu-
nism” imparted the division “on top”
to every chapter in the country and
crystalized national ecaucus forma-
tions. This procedure was entirely
proper, The excavation of concealed
differences within the - leadership,
their reference to the membership
for solution, had the effect of open-
‘ing the festering wound before gan-
grene could set in. And, while we
take sharp issue with the “State-
ment on Communism”.and the infer-
ence of éxpulsion or exclusion of vet-
erans because of political views held,
we certainly welcome the
ing been brought into the open.

The Stalinists within the AVC have
not concealed iheu- displeasure at the
emergence of the issues into the open.

From the very beginning fhey have’

attempted  #o dominate the AVC
through behind the scenes machina-
tions, through the skillful use. of
laurel ‘headed fellow travelers and
"innocents." They have sought to
deny real differences in the leader-

ship. and “have insinuated their line,

. cus
therefore there are two main bloes;

ght hav--

4 Court Square

rather i-llull advocate one; ﬂle_y have
sought to impose their line by the well
worn technique of the fait acompli.
The formula of Stalinist contrel has
been a simple one: Give the anti-
Stalinists the NOMINAL control of

" the AVC by allowing them a majority

on the NPC. This would provide a
very "honorable” front. But keep the
actual control of the' AVC in the
hands of the Stglinists by means of
the domination of the area councils

. in the important population centers

of the country. Maintain a strong
enough minority of Stalinists and fel-
low fravelers on the NPC %o support,
when necesary, their octual :on'lrol

"'ﬂurough the ‘area .councils.

This has been, and remains the
formula of the Stalinists in the AVC.
They want to use this organization
not to advance the interests of the
veteran, but as a “legitimate” front
organization to support the foreign

_policy of Stalin.

That is why the Stalinists have
shown such irritation with the fight
having been brought into the open.
That is’ why they whimper today
that there are not really any funda-
mental differences within the leader-
ship of the AVC. They want the
status quo—i.e., nominal control by

" the anti-Stalinists, but actual ‘con-

trol by themselves. They fear that
an open fight will unhinge their
status quo. }

. THE MAIN CAUCUS

WITHIN THE AVC

* The leadership of the AVC—like
the organization itself—is a con-
glomeration " of ‘groups; ‘factions;
sub-factions; and semi-sub factions.
At the top there are three principle
groups. The “‘seer-sucker” group
which controls the national appara-
tus. This is composed largely of
*“New Deal Democrats” and progres-
sive Republicans. The second group
is a ‘conglomerate of independent
liberals and progressives, and em-
braces radicals of the non- and anti-
Stalinist variety. These two groups
have formed a bloe against the third,
the Stalinist group. In terms of cau-
formations at this convention

one led by Bolte, F. D. R, Jr., ete.,
which we shall ecall ‘the majority

. since they represent the majority of

the NPC: and the Stalinists which
we shall call by no other name,

' The caucuses reflect and represent
the differences exisfiug today be-
fween the two main imperialist camps.
Thp majority supporting Anglo-Meri-
can imperialism and the " Stalinists
supporting Russian imperialism. These
alignments are revealed not .only in
their respective positions in the for.
cign policy planks but even in their

attitudes on domestic affairs and on

veteran affairs. It is not accidental
for instance, that the "Statement on
Communism" appeared coincidentally
with the overt "break" in American
and Soviet relations, and correspond-
ed with the opening of the agnti-Rus-
sian drive by the American Stafe De-
partment. Nor is it accidental that
the Stalinists in the AVC, in turn, be- .
gan to advecate a pseudo-militant
line within the AVC (a line designed
not to aid the veteran but only to em-
barrass the administration as part of
Russian foreign policyl coincidentally
with the breck in Ruszian and Ameri-
can reflations. As opponents of both
imperialist camps, we of LABOR AC-
TION: -and-‘the- Workers Party, “rejoct
the politicai programs of both fac-
tions in the AVC, And we call upon
thic deiegates fo reiar.t both’ pullﬁnl
platforms,

The qﬂestmn, given. the pol:tlcal .
character of these =alignments, of
who shall eontrol the AVC organi-
zationally, naturally arises. If there
were today within the AVC substan-
tial forces already organized around
a militant pro-labor iplatform, we
would, of course call upon all dele-
gates to become part of that caucus
and would advocate placing ‘that
group at the helm of the AVC. In
the ‘absence of ‘what would amount
to .a third major ecaucus; strong
enough to contend for leadership, we
are compelled to urge ‘the delegates
to give ORGANIZATIONAL sup-
port to the anti-Stalinist bloe in their
efforts to retain organizational con-
trol of the AVC..

While we of LABOR ACTION differ-
entiate ourselves sharply from the
politics of the anti-Stalinist caucus,
we advocate support of their organi-
zational slate. As between Stalinist
and liberal non-Stalinist domination
of the AVC, we préfer the latter. For,
the viectory of the’ Stalinists in" the
AVC could only mean the Stalinization
of the AVC pelitically and organiza-
tionally, could only. mean the end of
democratic expression within the AVCA
and the consequent preclusion of any
progressive development of that or-
ganization. A Stalinist victory would
mean the conversion of the AVC as a
front organization for the Stalinist
Party. Or—to put it most bluntly, the
end of the American Veterans Com-
mittee. X

The Milwaukee convention can be

_ the heginning of the growth of the

AVC 'into a mass- organization of
‘millions- of veterans. The adoption
of a militant, pro-labor program for
veterans will s]ay ‘the basis for this’
advance, and will present the AVC
as the authentic representatives of
the veterans. With confidence and
best wishes for your future, we urge
the convention to follow this course.
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