By E. R. McKINNEY

S Several hunks of scum passing
themselves off as human beings mur-
dered seven and wounded six Negro

| “convicts” in Brunswick, Ga., last
week. These wild beasts were prison
guards under the command of W. G.
Worthy, prison warden, who, accord-
ing to one of the “convicts,” was
full of whiskey at the time he or-/
dered the massacre. This drunken
lout claimed that the prisoners were
attempting to escape when he or-
dered the guards to open fire with
shotguns, The prisoners of course
were unarmed and totally helpless.

& The “convicts” had been taken
from the prison to work on a road
repair job. Worthy claimed that 27
of the Negroes went on a four-hour
strike. Then they were herded into

~‘a truck and returned to the prison
‘camp. The chief of the county police
was sent for. He arrived with his
men, tear gas and shot guns. The
prisoners were lined up and given a

S lecture by the chief of county police.

3 ) He told them they must obey the

; warden. Worthy and the police chief

said that then Bell, one of the “con-

viets,” attempted to attack the war-
den. The drunken Worthy fired and
the prisoners began running toward

a 12-foot barbed-wire fence. “Shot

; guns roared and men stasted falling,”

2 R according to the press report.

PRISONERS’ STORY
The prisoner, Bell, told a different
story dnd we believe him. He said
that he refused to step out of the
line of prisoners ‘when told to by
* Worthy, “because I know he wanted
to kill me.” Another of the prisoners
said that Worthy had called to him:
“Come out, Pewee, I want to kill

o

2% you.” Another “conviet” said that
the warden started shooting with his
pistol and then yelled to the guards:

3 “Let ’em -have it.” Worthy claimed

that he did not order the guards to
shoot “I did not say ‘Let 'em have
it.! When they run, they (the guards)
knew to let 'em have it. Those are

my' orders.”
It is clear that this whiskey -soaked
\ savage and his guards fired into these
; .men and murdered seven of them.
They were all mad because the men
e had demonstrated dissatisfaction for
IR some reason or other. They brought
them, to. the prison.camp so that they,
could go through with their “law and
order” (Georgia law and order) orgy
» ~ away from the public gaze; where
el . there would be no witnesses whose
word would be taken in a Georgia
court against a white man. It is clear
that the drunken Worthy began
shooting after the: men. were lined
up. After he shot at one of the pris-
oners, the others began running.
Since the prisoners were junarmed,
they evidently concluded that it was
better to run than to stand in line
and be murdered. When they ran
the “superior race” began fo fire for
the protection of “white supremacy”
(s and, of course, “Southern white
womanhood.” They “let 'em have it."
Worthy claimed that’ the prisoners
; were armed with short iron bars and
g sticks. and that one carried an ice
pick. This is interesting even. if a
little lame. These men had been
‘taken from the prison to work on the
road. They carried these iron bars

| Law and Order
. |In Georgia Adds
6 New Victims

have been current since this unfor-
tunate affair, we feel that a full
sifting of the incidents should be
made.”

If this was all Moore could con-
tribute, why didn’t he keep his mouth
shut? Moore knows full well what
happened in that prison yard. He
knows what Georgia “justice” is for
Negroes, He knows what a Georgia

- chain gang is and what Georgia pri-
sons are. He knows what a Georgia |

prison warden is and what Georgia

prison guards are. If he doesn’t know

these things, then he is a poor spe-
cimen 'to have representing Negroes
in Georgia. Moore must know that a
Negro doesn't have a hound dog's
chance in a Georgia ‘court. This is
especially true of the poor, misera-
ble Negroes who have no money, who
are ignorant apd backward, who are
not “good’ miggers,” or who do not
have some “good white folks" to in-
tervene for them.

“We are not upholding wilful law
violators.” Indeed! This is great con-
solation for all the Negroes in Geor-

.gia prisons and for those who will

be there tomorrow and who will face
being shot down in cold blood by
some hoodlums with the titles of “po-
lice chief,” ‘“warden,”, “guard.”
Moore’ds business is to defend and
protect the victimized and opm;esscd
Negroes of Georgia and not to com-
promise one bit with Georgia “law
and, order.” His attitude is that per-
haps these Negroes did do something
“illegal” which acted as a-provoca-
tion to the warden and his guards.
The “affair" was “unfortunate.”
Why? Did ‘this killing disturb the.
“peaceful race relations” in Georgia?

- Will it induce some more “meddling”

from Nprthern “outside agitators”?
Or does it embarrass “the better ele-
ments of both race"”?

+*

Risk Arrest
In Solidarity
PW Action

Special to Labor Action

BREST, France, July 11—In conirast
to' the rabidly 'chauvinist atfitude
taken by the French Stalinists to-
ward the remaining German prison-
ers of war, the Fourth International-
ist Parti Communiste Internationa-
liste has found ways of practicing
true socialist solidarity \'.vith these
forced laborers in France. '

In the port of Brest, for mstance.
there are approximately 500 German
prisoners. Almost all of them have,"
at one time or anothér, received the
specially prepared' “solidarity” packs,
containing issues.of the German-lan-
guage Trotskyist.  “Solidaritaet”
wrapped around cigarettes. The en-
velopes bear the version “Quickly!
Put,this in your pocket. Solidarity—
Fourth International.”

DISCUSSION GROUP
“The work of secretly distnbuting
these packs is carried on constantily,

with them. They had to have them . gespite the fact that it carries a

. when they left the prison because
‘., ' vimmediately on being returned to
the prison they were lined up. Of
course it never occurred to anybody
io search the men, either when they
were loaded into-the trucks out on
the road or when they: lined up in
the prison camp., These. must have
been very short bars or they could
have been seen, by ‘the warden and
_ guards. Or is this unusual situation
: ; to be explained by the fact that the
. |~ warden was drunk? Were all the
iy guards drunk too?’ And' the county
chief of policé? '

. NAACP’S SPOKESMAN

A representative in Geoygia of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People asked
for a grand jury investigation. This

~ man, C. M. Morse, is reported in the
press to have made the following re-
mark: “We are not upholding wilful
law violators, but sp many rumors

- The Boss’s
Dictionary

e Soc:tahsm \
| — o

penalty of eight months’ imprison-
ment if the distributor is caught by
the police. The French bourgeoisie,
in this case fully supported by the

‘Stalinist bureaucrats, finds it neces-

sary to guard against all attempts at
fraternization between the French
workers and their unprlsoned Ger-
man brothers. :

Recently a group of prisoners in
the Brest area formed an “Anti-Fas-
cist Discussion Group” for the pur-
pose of discussing the differences be-
tween the various working class -ten-
dencies. As soon as the authorities
learned about the group, it was or-

~dered to dissolve. At the same time,

the Catholic Church (which in France
represents a particularly reactionary
political tendency) has been' granted
permission to do work among the
prisoners—work which is not at all
confined to religious seryices.

LIST PCI ADDRESS

‘Although it is illegal for our com-
rades to distribute  their material
among the prisoners, all ‘the papers
and leaflets carty the address of the
Brest PCI headquarters Since the
suppression of workin'r class organs

among the prisoners is not widely !

known in- France, the PCI has taken
the position that a public airing of
the question, which a trial would in-
volve, is worth the risk of an eight-
month prison sentence.

The. Brest#PCI headquarters, from
which much of this work is carried
on, is decorated with copies of the
Trotskyist . press from all over the
world. A' copy of LABOR ACTION is
prominently displayed, together with
copies of “Arbeiter und Soldai,” an

iunderground paper published by the

French comrades for German sol-
diers during the  occupation, and
other pieces of literature in all lan-
guages.

LABOR ACTION will carry more
news about the work among the pris-
‘'oners of war ‘from time to time,
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by Stalinist Russia.

No great secrecy surrounds the purposes of either bloc—mits
organizers declare openly that they are antagonistic formations.
Thus, two years after the greatest war iin the histery of mankind
-has ended, the former allies find themselves locked in death-like
i+ stMiiggle which must iend in another war of even greater magni-

Form Tenant
Committee
In Detroit

DETROIT, July 10—More than 300

. tenants at a neéighborhood meeting

held by the Blaine Tenants Council
yesterday, voted to oppose signing of
es, to oppose paying any rent

Tease, and to support any tenant
evicted for not signing a lease or not
paying a rent increase.

Tom Downs, legislative representa-
tive of the Michigan State CIO Coun-
cil; Ben Probe, PAC director of the
Wayne County CIO Council; and Bill
Nicholas, co-director of the UAW
Housing Department, spoke at the
meeting and supported the orgamz-
ing of tenan’ﬁs‘ councils.

A motien was passed in support of
forming building and block commit-

sasii toessby the i tenants present -at the

meeting. And over one-third of. the
tenanis stayed after the meeting to
implement the motions by giving
their names as workers for immedi-
ate organizing of the mneighborhood.
 Another large meeting is going to
be held by the end of July after a

Ixrger Tenants Council is formed in

"Vote in UAW

On Thomas-Addes FE Merger Plan

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, July 13— Opposition to
the Thpmas - Addes UAW - Farm
Equipment merger proposal gained
strength in the UAW as key Detroit
East Side locals, Dodge Local 3, Lin-
coln 900, Ford 400, Zenith 104 and
Bendix 9. (one of Agdes' strongholds)

today voted to reject the merger pro--

posal.
Another important test on t]ns issue

' will take place this week at Chrysler

Local 7. The Executive Board of;this
local voted, by \an 11 to 8 vote, to
hold a rank a.nd file secret ballot
referendum on July 16 on the FE
merger question. This represents an-
other important victory for rank and
file democracy and exposes even
more the bureaucratic approach of
R. J. Thomas and the Addes-Lonard-
Stalinist bloc to this question. (Their
supporters in Chrysler Local 7 voted
against giving the ranks a chance to
vote by, referendum.)

Defeat of the merger proposal m
the East Side locals followed a debate
on the merger proposal between
George Addes, secretary - treasurer,
and  Walter Reuther, president, be-
fore the rank and file of the UAW-
CIO at Cass-Tech High School here
on Friday, July 11.

DEMOCRATIC ISSUE

' Reuthér 'has made it his primary
appeal to preserve the democratic
and industrial union structure of the
UAW-CIO against the bufeaucratic
machine of -Addes. In his exchange
with. Addes, he was very sharp in
his comments ‘on this point. Addes
resorted to the old Stalinist song and
dance of unity, unity and more unity,
to evade the important question: Is
this particular/ merger propesal a
sound one?

Although a small Stalinist clique
tried hard to disrupt Reuther's speech
against this particular FE merger
plan, he madé mincemeat out of Ad-
des, who stumbled and stammered

through'a defense of the outrageous

behind-the-scenes deal he had cooked
up with the FE- ClO Stalinist lead-
ership. /

Addes admitted that 54 staff mem-
bers - would be added, to the payroll
of the UAW:CIO under the proposed
merger agreement.

Reuther pomted out that the Ford
department, ser vicing 150,000, * was
allotted only eight members and the
GM department, ten staff members,
but; FE, with 43,000 members, wanted
54 staff members. He denounced it
as a- crude political maneuver to get
votes at the next convention at the
expense of the basic industrial union
structure of the UAW-.CIO. He read
the statement of Grant Oakes, presi-
dent of FE-CIO, who said in the
June 12 Daily Worker: “The merger
would create 'a powerful, united and
autonomous division within- the
UAW-CIO.”

The rank and file of the UAW-CIO

Price Rise to Boost Fabulous Profits

Situation Calls for Cansumer Comm:ﬁees and Organized Labor Intervention to Halt New Spiral

With a rise in coal and steel prices
certain to set off a new, dizzy price
spiral oh almost all commodities, and
with prices already swinging upward
on such essential items as meat and
butter, President Truman this week
appealed to steel and coal profiteers
to keep their greediness in check.

In effectiveness and general mean-
ing, this latest price appeal by the
President will have about as much
value as the price plea he mumbled
some months ago. It may serve to
win some sympathy for the Presi-
dent as a man with noble intentions.
But it won't keep prices down, And,
so far as we can see, the President
does not propose that anything' be
done to keep prices down.

When the President spoke on- pr;ces
a few months ago, and then retired
with the feeling of a nice campaign
job well done, it induced séme mer-
chants to unload unmovable mer-
chandise in the various late and un-
lamented  Newburyport Plans. The
coal and steel barons, having ready
markets for everything on their
“shelves,” will not bother with, such
fakery. They will merely go ahead
and raise prices, knowing full well

- that the President or Congress will

do nothing to hold prices in. !ipe.
This is, consequently,’a time which

s -\
Latest reports mdl:ch a vie-
tory for the Reuther forces on

the Addes-Stalinist FE-UAW

merger proposal, with the vote
running about 2 to 1 against
the merger plan.

A i 4

won an important victory for main-
taining democracy in this union when
the International Executive Board
finally approved the recommendation
advanced by Walter Reuther_l UAW

requires that the fight for efl’ectwe
price’ control, through the operation
of Popular Consumer Committees, be
renewed. And, more important, this
is the time.to raise again ‘to the fore
-the | famous. General Motors strike
slogan: WAGE INCREASES WITH-
OUT PRICE INCREASES.

' Figures published in the newspaper
PM this week reveal that coal and
steel profits are at a phenomenal
level, without parallel in war or
peace. Were profits lower than they
are, it would still be our position that
prices must be lowered, that wage

b

increases must come' out of profits,

and not be passed along to the wage
! earner in higher prices. But the facts
are such as to indicate that wage in-
creases, ;even the record increase of

the miners, could be easily absorbed

by the profiteers. Yet the coal indus-
try and steel propose to pass along
the increase to the consumer. This
must be stopped. And we would, for
example, like to see the steel work-
ers, organized in the key CIO wunion,
do the stopping at the source. y

A recent report by Robert Nathan,

who last year drafted the economic -

report which was supposed to be the
basis of the CIO’s demand for wage
increases without price increases (and
from which the CIO leaders back-

president, that verbatim minutes of
board meetings be published.

This means that the rank and file
will ' have another weapon in.check-
ing on the actions of the top leader-
ship of the union. Far too often, as
in the case of the proposed FE mer-
ger, the Executive Board majority
has been doing and saying two dif-
ferent things at the same time. Now
duplicity and distortion will be far

|more-difficult for the officialdom.

The announcement of this board
action: by President Reuther during
his debate with Addes met with pro-
longed cheers of the large rank and
file audience.

tracked), demonstrates that there is
absolutely no reason on earth why
‘an increase in the cost of coal pro-
duction needs to be passed on in
steel prices. Nathan's figures prove

.that the cost of coal is a negligible

factor:in steel production, easily con-

d Russia Build
ocs in Europe!

The 16-nation parley in Paris, meeting to consider the Mar-
shall Plan, ended its sessions on July’ 15 and selected its commit-
tees, whick are to report to the United States by September 1.
Thus the first practical step in the formuhnn of a Western Euro-
pean "economic and political” bloc directed by the United States
has been taken to challenge ihe Eastern European bloc orgqniud

- I 13,
Paris parley cons;k?ri %

" might be regarded as non-

1

. by preventlng the participatidn of

sumed by the steel monopolists with -

their fantastic profits. But quite
apart from that, whether coal is a
big or little cost in steel production,
any attempt by the steel industry to
raise prices is a scandalous steal
which will be the go-sign for pmce
increases in every industry.

PM’s 1. F. Stone has compiled a
table of facts on steel and cpal profits
which are presumably contained in
the forthcoming report of the Presi-
den{'s Council of Economic¢ Advisers:
Thus, while coal companies are an-
nouncing price boosts, “in some cases

fwice as great as mecessary to cover

the boost in coal wages,” and with
steel companies preparing to follow
suit, the six largest bituminous coal
mining companies, according to gov-
ernment figures, made as much profit
in the first quarter of this year as in
SIX MONTHS of their best previous
year. These companies netted, after
taxes, $4,500,000 for the first quarter
of 1947, or $18,000,000 on an annual
basis.-

conceal the more importarit obJective

2

tude than the last one.

In its formal a 1\3‘
points which only by the widest
stretch of the imagination

.'w_

political matters: (1) #the develop-
ment of production of the major Eu- E
ropean industries, by intensive effort
and inter-Eunopean frade coopera-
tion, (2) The import of essential com-
modities from other parts of the
world, primarily the United States
and other parts of the Western hemi-
sphere. The executive comniitiee of
the parley is composed of Great Brit- -
ain, France, ltaly, the Neﬂlerlunds
and Norway.
RUSSIAN BOYCOTT

The' stated aim of giving ecenomie
assistance to the nations which pdr-
ticipated in the conference under the
“Marshall Plan,” does not, this time,

ofrthe United -States which is politi-
cal and military, as well ‘as econom-
ic. The U. 8. State Department has
in mind only on€ important-thing by
the Marshall 'Plan: to mobilizé the -
Western European nations not un-
der the control or influence of Rus-
sia - into a pro-American  bloc,
through which the struggle over Eu-
rope will be fought.

The Russians, who at first serious-
ly considered participating in the
conference, finally rejected .all the
proposals of the Marshall Plan and
proceeded to boycott the conference

such countries as Czechoslovakia,”
Finland and ,Austria. It had even
warned Sweden and  Norway that
participation in, the conference
might result in a deterioration of
their relations if thé Marshall Plan
turned into the organizing center of
an anti-Russian drive. .

Russia was swift fo act.in reply te
the Secretary of State, I} proceeded
immediately to arrange for - trade
agreements with-its Eastern Eurapean
satellites. providing for an exchange
of goods presumably df mutual ad-
vantage to Russia and the satellite
nations. This bloc of Eastern Kurnpenll
nations is being welded into &’ solid
milm’:ry. economic and political alli- |
ance which Russia will employ In its -
current struggle th the United
States over control of Eurppe, chinu
and in part, the Middle East. >

Why does the United States pro-

(Continued on me 2)

Compare this with the followmg
figures:

1942 . $7,500,000 : _
1943 . . - 7,900,000 i
1944 ... 10,000,000 . .
1945 . 8,900,000
1946 . 9,800,000 _ NG|

But this is n’othing as comparell o

with steel. First quarter profits, AF-
TER TAXES, were $124,000,000. U. S.
Steel's figure is $39,2340/Qﬂ for the
quarter, AFTER TAXES,. or $3.78 a
share. Bethlehem, the second largest
steel company, netted $16,000,000 for
the first quarter, AFTER TAXES, or
$4.84 a share and Republic Steel,
third largest, raked in $11,516,000 for
the quarter, AFTER TAXES, or sl.ss
a share.
With the relation holding true for
Bethlehem and Republic, here are
the figures for past years for U. S.
Steel. Remember that $39, 234,000 for
the quarter means $157,000, 000 for the et
year, AFTER TAXES. 5

D oo $102,_200,000
1941 .. 116,100,000 °
1942 171,000,000
1943 63,400,000
1944 60,700,000
1945 . 58,000,000 )
1946 88,600,000 2

There is a hunger for steel in this
(Continued on page 2) '

/
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Wedneaday—12 to 3 p. m.; Saturday—-

This is the third in a series of ar-
ticles by the organizer of the Fhila-
delphia branch of the Workers Party,
Jack. Brad, on the failure of FEPC
in Pennsylva.ma
PHILADELPHIA — We can give an
exact: answer to the question: Why
wag FEPC killed in the Pennsylvania
Legislature? We can do-this by iden-
tifying the killers, those men who
live by the exploitation of labor and
whose profits increase when labor is
divided between Negro and white.
It was the organized big capitalists
who planned the défeat.of FEPC.

First: the real estate interests, men
with vast holdings of city land and
houses, liké Albert M. Greenfield
and the organizations to which his
kind belong, such as the . Philadel-
phiad Real Estate Board. It is diffi-
cult to locate the precise hangman,
because many of the strings are
pulled -behind the scénes. However,
it .is known tihat the landlords op-
posed FEPC because it would be a
step toward breaking down the con-
spirauy of “restrictive covenants” by
which they keep Negroes cooped up
in miserable slums at high rentals.

Second: The various Boards of
Trade and the Retail Merchanfs' As-
sociations; for example, the Phila-
delphia Board of Tradeé and Chamber
of Commerce, which includes most of
the large: department stores and re-
tail sales, outlets. According to the
Committee on Fair Employment
Practices, “none of these department
stores” has ever hired Negroes as
salespeople or in any other white-
collar positions.” It is common prac:
tice to keep Negroes in inferior jobs
only and ouf of people’s sight in
stores like Strawbridge & Clothier,
Frank & Seder, Lit Brothers and
John Wanamaker's, where “they
don't.have colored salesgirls or cler-
ical workers, only stockgirls.” FEPC
would . outlaw such practices. as dis-
criminatory. It has 'been : publicly
stated that George Elliott, executive
gecretary of the Philadelphia Cham-
ber of Commerce, was active in try-
ing to water down FEPC to the point
of uselessness.

. Third: The Pennsylvania Manuiac-
turers Association. This is the!riost

important of all. Through its - rela-
tionship to Grundy and Joseph Pew,
themselves big capitalists, the PMA
is, in effect, the Republican Party.
Mason Owlett, head of the Associa-
tion, was put there by Grundy; state
Republican boss and, in. turn, Owlett
is a key figure in the party.

The PMA consists of such corpo-
raté giants as United States Steel,
Bethlehem Steel, Youngstown Sheet
& Tube, Sun Oil, Sun Shipbuilding,
the Mellon interests and many others.
Pennsylvania:-is:.oner of the .largest
industrial stateés in ‘the U. 8. and the
capitalists, as elsewhere, rule its pol-
itics. ,And it was this class of ex-
ploiters who defeated FEPC because
they do not want to upgrade Ne-
groes or be forced to hire Negroes
at all levels of skill. They want:to
be able to split the ranks of labor
along racial lines. They alse répre-
sent a class that sées nothing 'in men
but .their ;ability . to work. It is a
narrow class, stupid; bigoted, slave-
driving, corrupt, anti-Semitic, anti-
Negro. This outlived useless group’ of
men are ‘the rulefs of Pennsylvania.

The. Philadelphia Tribune openly
accuses the PMA as the power behind
FEPC's defeat: "The Tribune was in-
formed last week that ‘big Thoney’ is
being put out to block -all FEPC
bills.” There is no doubt that the
decisive force against FEPC was the

PMA and the Republican Party, '

which it controls. Grundy bosses the
party and is -a leading-figure in the
Association. Grundy selected ex-Gov-
ernor, now Senator, Martin, to front
for him. Martin. chose Duff, present
Governor, first ag his Attorney Gen-
eéral and later for the ®Republican
candidacy.

What about the Democratic Party?
In this state this party is only a
jackal, 'receiving with diffident ac-
knowledgment what small bits of
patronage the lion is willing to, yield.
Walker, .a Democrat, introduced an
FEPC bill, but neither he nor any
other Democrat ' supported it or
fought for it. And on the final vote
to kill FEPC, to guote the Courier:
“most of the Democrats on this com-
mittee voted against the bi]l.” Since
the ballot was secret and the Repub-
licans had a majority, the Democrat;c

_~tactic was to make sure FEPC was

All readers of LABOR ACTION are invited to auen& estliinn, class Joo-
tures and socials sponsored ‘by loeal branches of the WORKERS I’ARTY.
Visit our headquarters listed below to purchase Marxist llterature, the NEW

INTERNATIONAL and LABOR ACTION.

For information of WORKERS

PARTY" activities In citles not listed below, write to WORKERS PARTY,
4 Court Squnre, I.nng Island City 1, N. Y.

AKRON
Write to Box 221,

BALTIMORE

21 West Preston &t

-Secialigt Youth Lcs.gue meeéts every
Friday at 8 p. m.

Public forums every second Frlda.y

of -each month, P
BUFFALO L
639 Main St., Znd floor.

Office hours: 11 a. m.-2 p. m., Mon-

day through Friday. Open meetings'
* every Saturday, noon-2 p. m. "Open

house Friday nights at 8. Education-
als, Re[reshmenls

CHICAGO ;

1501, W. Madifon Ave., 2nd fioor,
'@hicago 7. Telephone: CHEsapeake
5798, ' :

Office hours: 3-5:30 p. m. daily.
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.

CLEVELAND
Workers Party meets every Sunday
at 8§ pr m. %

Socialist Youth League meets every

Jr:day at 8 p. m.

Write to: Bernard Duuglas P O

Box 1130, Cleveland 3, Ohio.

DETROIT :
6341 Gratiot, Room 10. Telephone

" PLaza 5559.

LOS ANGELES

3314 So. Grand, Los Angeles ’{ Cal.
Telephone: Richmond 7-3230 (if no
answer, phone A3X 2-9067).

Office huurs 2 to 5 p. m, daily.

LOUISVILLE

Write to! Robert Durant, Box 1181.
Louiaville, Ky.
NEWARK

243 Market St,

Office hours: Tuesday—3 to 6 pf.-m.:;.
3 to 4 p. M.

FORUMS every Friday at 8:30 p m.

CLASS—History of American Labor
Movement — Jack Webb, instructor,
Every L‘r:day at 9 p.m. Start July 11.
Labor Actlar; Hall, Adm.: 10 cents.

NEW YORK C]TY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,

_8rd floor. Open every day from 10
a. m. to 7 p. m. Wédnesday and Thurs-
day wuntil 10:30 p. m, Telephone:
‘CHelsea 2-9681.

BRONX BRANCH: Thursday, #:15
p. m, at ‘Vllki43 Hall, 1330 \Vllklns
Ave,, Bronx. :

HARLEM BRANCH: Wednesday,
B8:15 p.m., at the Workers Party head-
quarters, 2143 Seventh Ave. (near
126th St.) Room' 18,

CFN&‘RAI;‘ BRANCH: Wednesday,
8:15 p. m, at the City Center, 114
West }l4th St.

CHELSEA BERANCH: Thursday, 8:15
p. m., at the City Center, 114 West
14th St. d
' INDUSTRIAL BRANCH: Thursday,
8:15 p. m.,” at the City Lentet, 114
West-14th St..

B'ELYN - DOWNTOWN BRANCH:
Thursday, §:16° p’ m., at the Workers
Party headquarters, 276 Fulton St

< Brooklyn, Znd floor.

B'KLYN-BROWNSVILLE BRANCH:
Wedriesday, 8:15 p.in., at the De Luxe
Palace, 538 Howard Ave. (near Pitkin
Ave,).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Fri-
day, 8:15 p.m., at the Workers Party
headquarters, 276 I‘ulton 8t., Brook-
lyn, Znd flpor. \
PHILADELPHIA

1139 West Gerard Ave., 3rd floor.

Meetings Wednesdays at 8 p. m.

Forums evary Friday, 8:15 p. m,

. July 11: The Future of PAC.
READING

Write to P. 0. Box 1571

ST. LOUIS

Write' to: Douglas Bridge, 6517 Cor-
bitt -Ave., .‘Universi_ty-_City 14, Mg,
SAN FRANCISCO BAY ARE

Wl‘ile‘ to! Labor Action, 466 Tenth

, Room_ 206 Oakland 7, Calif, \

SEATTLE K

Write 'ta! P, 0. Box 29, Univer.slty
Post Offlce.
YOUNGSTOWN

Write to J. P. W’alters Box 605,

Name TR TR e R

IN TRODUQTORY OFFER TO

LABOR ACTION'
4 Court Squun. I.ong Islcnd City 'I N. Y,

Please énter my subscrlptlon to LABOR ACTION as :Eollows'

O 6 month subscription. (26 lssues) for 50c. . .
[J 1 year subscription (52 issues), together with pamphlet
“Plenty For AlL” to be mailed to me, for $1 00.

(Pleue pri.nt)
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'Names Killers of Pennsylvamd FE

killed and then to blame it on the
Republican majority. The Democrats
played with FEPC for their own pur-
poses and in the end voted against it.
MAJOR LESSON :

\The lesson that cries aut to be
heard is that:these two parties are
tied hand and foot to the anti-labor,
anti-Negro, anti-Semitic ruling class.
We can only expect that such parties
will not represent the wishes of the
working class. It was this same Leg-
islature of Democrats and Republi-
cans, after all, that defeated"a bill
to outlaw the Ku Klux Klan.

Labor needs a party of its own, a
. party responsible to the working peo-

ple only and answering their needs.
And high up on the plaiform of such
a party would be opposition to. all
forms of Jim Crow and race hatred,
beginning with job discrimination.
We have placed- the history of
state FEPC under a political. micro-
scope. No matter how you look at it,
it is a case-study in the futility of
supporting’ Republicans or Demo-
crats, be they “good” or “bad,” Ne-
gro or white. Every man on: these
tickets is a captive of rthe big cor-
porations.. An-independent labor' par-

Sty carl give us-a real stake in ‘poli-

tics which we' can use to advance the
interests of all workers, regardless
of race.

Prices, Profits--

(Continued from page 1)
country and the rest of the world.
Europe is desperate for coal and
steel. There is a great need for these
essentials. And the steel and coal
profiteers propose to exact the last
' possible cent from the people in “an-
swering” that need.

JOB FOR LABOR

And make no mistake about it.
The' people pay for it. We do not
buy steel billets directly, but we do
buy, directly or indirectly, the prod-
ucts that are made of steel. And so
the price rise is handed down the
line. A rise in the price of meat may
affect us more directly and quickly,
but a rise in the price of steel affects
us no less. =

According to White House sources
used by Mr. Stone: “The coal wage
boost would add 65 cents a ton to
the cost-of coal. A ton and a third of
coal goes into the making of each
ton of steel. That would add about 88
cents to the cost of each ton of steel.
Steel billets now sell at $42 .a ton
and the composite 'price of finished
steel is $66 a ton. Obviously so small

- an increase in costs. could "be ab-
sorbed easnly

“Aetual!y ‘captive mine costs are
believed to be sometwhat lower than
that becanse of increased mechaniza-
tion...and 60 oems is probably
closer to the real increase in costs.

.. Even this. 60 cents is expected to -
be shaved by more efficient opera-"
tions....But as against this increase
of 60 cents or so...coal companies
have already announced , price in-
creases, ranging irom 75 cents to
$1.95 a ton.”

~This' i$ elearly a case demanding
the intervention of Jlabor. It is la-

bor's responsibility to champion the-

cause of the great majority of the
people and thus lead the people. The
price situation is one of gravest con-

cern. to . everybody, and it ):;equires'

a broad soeial outlook.

Wage increases that are eaten up
by price increases are useless. Thus,
it must be a paramount concern of
the union movement to keep prices
down, Yes, this represents labor’s in-
terference in the. so-called preroga-

tives of “free enterprise.”” Yes, it
amounts to’a declaration that laboer
proposes to interfere by demanding:
a voice in the determination of
prices, wages and profits. It_neces-
sarily raises such demands as “Open
the Book.” And that is as it should
be. As we said at the time the GM
slogans were first used, -they are of
the utmost revolutionary signifi- .
cance; they break the path for new
social advances.

Right now we have to interfere to
prevent our: earnings from being
whittled away by constantly rising
prices. The demand for price control,
real, bona fide price control, must be
heard anew. And with that demand,
‘orienting it, giving it the fullest body
of meaning, must come the demand
for union intervention and actjvity
to prevent price increases. We can
make our stand on the GM slogan:
WAGE INCREASES WITHOUT
PRICE- INCREASES; OPEN THE
BOOKS!

POSTAL CLERKS
SEEK 16 PER CENT
RAISE IN WAGES
“NEW YORK CITY—Postal clerks of
this city, affiliated to the AFL, will
ask the New York State convention
of that body; this week in Utica, to
support  their” .demands for a salary |
increase ‘of 18" per cent which they
feel is necessary to bring their pur-
chasing pqwer up to par with exist-
ing living costs. They will also seek
support in their fforts to secure 26
days of annual vacation, which is
granted to all ‘other civil service em-
ployees of the federal government.
Employees‘ot the postal service
suffer discrimination in that they get
a lesser vacation'of 15 days. In addi-
tion, a strong demand will be made
that the AFL use the -full force of
its power in urging Congress to en-
act legislation-that will direct the
Post Office Department to pay sub-
stitute employees the overtime rate
of time and a half for all services
performed over eight hours daily and
forty hours weekly.

qu R Mc(my

TWO COURT nuLmGs
IN SOUTH CAROLINA

A federal judge in South Carolina
has rendered a decision against the
rules of the Democratic Party which
holds that this outfit in South Caro-
lina is a private club to which Ne-
groes are not eligible. That is, this
judge says that voting in the Demo-
cratic primaries-cannot be confined
to “white Democrats.”” The decision
means that Negroes are eligible to
register for and vote in the Demo-
cratiec primary. - i

It is an interesting fact that North-
ern white Democrats have never
taken a position against this prac-
tice of their Southern wing. They
“have always left the struggle against
disfranchisement in the South to the
Negroes or have merely . waited “to
see what the Supreme Court would
say. One reason of course is that the
Democratic Party does not need Ne-
gro votes in the South., This party
wants Negro votes in the North but
the party leaders .believe that this
can: be taken care nf by passing out

Us, Russ:a Build

[Contmued from page 1)

ceed in its plans on an economic
basis at first? Because the condition
of the Western European nations
are such that if a considerable meas-
ure of economic revival does not oc-
cur, any political or military alliance
will be unavailing in the future. The
strength of any Western European
bloe which it creates depends entire-
ly upon the ability of the United
States to rehabilitate those countries
economically.

ECONOMIC BASE

The Marshall Plan does not en-
visage any returns from any invest-
ments the United States may Imake
fin these countries. With this in mind
and although he has not yet received
assent from Congress to .proceed
with his plan, Marshall is already
lining up individual congtressmen be-
hind the plan, as well as the gov-
ernons - of the several states as a
means of applying pressure upon
" congress and; rallying mass support
for his program.

In speaking before the Conference
of Governors, the former Chief of
Staff declared in “secret'” remarks

- that "there is no blinking the fact
that this country now stands at a
turning point in=its relations-to its
‘traditional friends among the nations
of the old world. Either it must finish
the task of assisting those couniries
to adjust themselves to the changed
demands of a new age, or-it must rec-
oncile itself to seeing them move in
directions which are consistent nei-
ther with their own traditionssnor
with those of this country.”

Declaring | that if the TUnited
States did not succeed in its plans
the whole continent of Europe

a. few choice jobs to “deserving"

Negro Democrats.

The same Judge Warmg rejected“

the petition of a Negro that the Uni-
versity of South Carolina be- re-
strained: frem refusing to admit quali-
fied Negroes to the university law
school. The court decided that the
university must admit Negroes to the
law_school the.next school year. un-
less the state had provided adequate
law training for Negroes at the state
school- for Negroes by that time.
' That is, if the state does not organ-
ize a law. department in the state
Negro school i the next three
months, the university must admit
Negroes to-its law school..

What does this mean? Only this:
that by the middle‘of October, say,
South Carolina will: install some kind
of ramshackle, make-shift law course
at the Negro school.

The court gave the umvermty' an-
other alternative: “The state furnish
no law school education to any per-
sons of eithern the white or Negro
races.” To this we can only reply:
ain’t “the law” wonderful?

\

would turn to the “east i Marshal]
declared:

“I ask you to considér most care-
fully the implication of such a de-
velopment for 'the future prosperity
and security of our country.”

There is, as anyone can see, no
altrunism invelved in the Marshall
Plan. It is a plain and simple en-

deavor to prepare for a future war. '

This is borne out in the new ap-
proach to the future of German in-
dustry. The latest instruections given

- to Gen. Lucius-Clay is that he must
assist in the rapid reconstruction of
German industry to enable that
country, or the part under control of
the Allies, to participate in the Mar-
shall Plan as part of the Western
European bloec—to prevent at all
costs Russia achieving control over
the whole of Germany.

TURN IN POLICY .

This marks a complete turn in the
former American policy which had
in mind a weak industrial Germany.
To what degree the industrial rein-
vigoration of Germany will-develop
is difficult to say now, but it is obvi-
ous that “the United States and
Great Britain will do all in:its power
to make Germany a powerful Allied
satellite in the struggle against Rus-
sia. The pleg of Max Lerner, PM
editorial writer, that Great Britain
be made the economic directing cen*
ter. of .the Western European bloe
is pathetic liberal thinking because
it overlooks the specially favorably
geographical location and industrial
position of Germany in t.‘ne Euro-
pean set-up..

It :is no Jonqor news +I|a'l Europe
has been divided in #wo. Perhaps the

. dividing line between Russia and.the
United States is not yet completed in

gl 4 '
The court’s decision is based on

the well-accepted theory .that seg-
regation, in and of itself, is not dis-
crimination. That is, if Negro schools
are as good as the white schools, then
Negroes ‘are not being diseriminated
against. If separate accommodations
of any kind for Negroes aré the equal
of those for white people, this is not
discrimination. A variant of this non-
sense is the position taken in inter-
preting civil” rights laws, that ‘the
ruling that Negroes be accommodated
does not meéan “any and all” accom-

modations. That is to say, that if a

theater admits Negroes but cohfines
them to the gallery,' this is not a
violation of their civil rights and of
the law.

Judge Waring used thé term “soph-

istry” in connection with ‘thé pri- °

vate club notion of the South Caro-
lina Democtats. By the" same ‘token
one ‘tan certainly usé ‘this term”in
connhection with ‘segregation without
discrimination. Of course there are
other and more important things to
be said, but there is not space right
now,

/ar Blocs - -

detail, but its esseniial division is al-
ready established.

If the Western bloe is not yet a
finished produet, it is only that the
United States began somewhat tar-
dily with the carrying out of its new
policy, hoping by some fate or other

to come to an agreement with Rus- _

sid. That point in the confliet has,
however, already been passed. The
U. 8. will eatch up quickly with Rus-
sia in point of -organization and co-

hegion of its own bloe, even though .

Stalin will do everything ' possible

through his international batallions,

thé Communist partles, to. make it
difficult for American imperialism to
realize its program in Euxope.

NEW WAR IN'MAKING

The fruits of the last war are be-
ing gathered now. Anyone who
.doubted what LABOR ACTION
wrote through the long war years,
namely, that the war was imperial-
ist.on both s:des, that the end of the

war would witness the outhreak of

new imperialist struggles, new rival-
ries and the preparation for a new
war, have the opportumty now to
verify our point of view.

Only we had a correct’ explanatton
for the ‘war and pointed out what
would happen once that war ended.
The world faces a nmew world war
between the former Allies. This time
the two camps are being organized
under American imperialism on the
one hand and Russian imperialism
on the other With the aims of such
a commg war, the peoples who re-
side in the nations of the Western

loe, as well as those who live un=
der the slavery of Stalinist Russia,
have not now and cannot have any-
thing in common.

On Income Tuxes
And Subwuy Fares

Dear Editor:

In your editorial on the subway
fare, printed in LABOR ACTION of
July 14, you propose that the bond
steal be ended or else that the real

_ estate taxes be raised. -

. pROGRAM

NCIFLES anvd
WORKERS PARIY

of the

NEW INTERN AT

{ONAL PUBLISHING €0-

- This is an unsound proposal. You
are implicitly assuming that the real
estate tax is paid by the real prop-
erty owners. In reality, of cpurse,
this. tax is paid by the consumer.
Your® rent includes your landlord’s
real estate tax; the price of all con-
sumers' goods includes the rent the
seller pays. In short, it is a tax which
is easily passed on.
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‘'with
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Illustrated—80 Pages
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The way taxes are levied merits far
closer attention by the labor-and rad-
ical press than it has received so far.
The income tax is only one tax by
which the masses are fleeced. I think
a more serious concern with these
matters is necessary than you show
by your proposal.

The following are some of the
‘ways by which the wealthy could be
‘taxed without directly affecting the
workers and lower middle classes: A
tax on luxury cars, a tax on apart-

- ment rents at $120 or above; a sales

tax on high priced consumers’ goods.
The SWP has,’ on seveéral occasions,
proposed a tax on Wall Street trans-
acflons, which also could not be
“passed on to the consumer.

Such taxes would yield - sufficient
revenue to operate the subways on
an efficient basis, could evenfinance
their expansion. Most important, how-
ever, they would not affect the con-
sumer,

E. Keller, New “York, N. Y}

- If we were to follow the logic of
our contributor, an owner of slum
tenements would go tax-free, regard-
less of how much he netted from op-
eration of the tenements. We entire-
ly agree with our contributor that
taxes ought to be designed to soak
the rich. Thus we have démanded a
100 per cent tax on all war profits, a
$25,000 ceiling on income, and steep
real estate taxes. To be sure, the
landlord will try to phss the tax on
to the tenant, just as the employer
‘tries to pass wage increases on to
the consumer. In both cases it is up
to the péople to prevent this from
happening. In the case of wage in-
creases, we propose that labor de-

mand: wage increases without ‘price
increases; plus various forms of con-
sumer-laboyr, action to hold prices

down. Sjmilarly .on rents. Real es-
tate profits do not depend on $120
a month apartments. Not enough peo-
ple live in these, although we are

entirely in favor -of taxing them
heavily. The greatest revenue comes
from *“cheap” real estate properties
-l—just as the greatest revenue for
the ‘auto manufacturers as a whole

. comes from the sale of the less ex-

pensive cars, and not the limousines.
The masses are fleeced by the income
tax because..the income tax now
reaches down to the low - income
brackets and they are, in’addition,
heavily fleeced by the indirect taxes.
We say: Soak the rich!—Ed.

Wur Mongers

-Dear Editor:

Some people wonder and ask ques-
tions: what calises war? To - this
question it might be said, several
reasons. 'Thus: greed, the danger to
the system of control, idle labor, for-
eign investments, or call it foreign
policy. General Butler stated that all
the wars he fought were to protect
foreign oil wells, American capital.

Darrow stated: “The world is bug-
house.” People 'in foreign nations
seem to be interested only-in one
thing: a change from imperialistic
-slavery to social transformation. Peo-
ple in foreign nations have - also
learned of the many disagreeable
conditions. confronting  the masses
here, such as panics, foreclosures,
strikes, strikers shot by the militia.

"I{ seems the people fear imperialist

democracy and want no part of it.
American history seems to them very
gloomy. It is for this reason they are
going over to the socialistic parties:

We hear a great deal about war
criminals, also war mongers., Every
nation that has a standing army has
its war mongers. Are not'war mon-

gers the 'instigators of war? If so,
why are they not the original crimi-
nals? Since war is nothing else but
legalized murder. through the bug-
house system of control.

Trace -back -history. We find- that
about every 20-years we have the
horrors of war. Did you ever read
“War, ’What For?” Parents who have
grown up sons will find in it wonder=
ful revelations. There is a cause for
everything and everything has a cause
that produces the effect! It seems to
me -that if we didn't have the war
mongers in the first place that caused
the war, for instance the last war,:
they wouldn't have the war eriminals
to execute in Germany and Japan.

Many people wonder why a degen-
erated system is kept up that brings
up nothing but untold misery for the
pauper and millionaire as well. Why,
people will go to the imperialist polls
to vote—to vote themselves out of
house and home! Why, parents who
have grown up sons will go to the
imperidlist polls to vote for a. bug-
house system that 'produces war, con-
sequently sign the death wharrant of
their own sons and dom't know -it:

This is somethirig to think about;

- This is something that has astonished

all thinking peoplé in all corners of
the great world. To eliminate war is
to €liminate the bughouse system that
produces ‘war. Thus: we'll eliminate
the war criminals, war mongers who
are after all the original war erimi-
nals. Men of noble minds, mén of
honér, men of fame, have foretald
coming, events in the long, long ago:
May the masses of. mankind be led
out of the wxltlerness of mlsery intp
the light of reason. Those war mong-
ers, war criminals, will be. of no im-
portance May the masses lead the
human thoughts to eliminate the

system that produces war.
R R o] Calvm, MO.
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LABOR ' ACTION

hurraﬁ'é Test

" As . a test of the Taft-Hartley Act which pro-
hibits such endorsements by union officials, Philip
Murray, president of the CIO, has endorsed
Edward A. Garmatz,- Democratic candidate for
Congress in a special election in Maryland’s Third
Distriet. The CIO will issue material over Mur-
ray’s signature calling upon Maryland labor to
vote for Garmatz. It has also been rumored that
AFL president, William Green, will likewise eall
for a test action on the law by endorsing Garmatz.
It goes without saying that we are all for
testing the law and defying the law by every
possible means. However, we cannot but think
‘that this endorsement is more of a test of labor's
patience than of the law. Whatever benefits may
accrue to labor in this particular challenge will
be cancelled out by perpetuating the fraud that it
represents. .

Were this:a case of labor putting. forward its
own candidate on ifs own ticket, then it would be
a 'step of immense importance and inspiration to
the whole of the labor movement. It would be a sign
that labor has learned the major lesson to be de-
rived from passage of the hatéful law. I+ would be
a practical demonstration of labor's independence,
of its determination to- challenge with -its class
might the law AND the capitalist government which
mothered: the law. -

Unfortunately, it is' not that. Unfortunately,
it is an endorsement from which the capitalist
politicians will profit more than lahor. Let us say
that the challenge is not ignored, and that, ac-
¢ording, to' the terms of the Taft-Hartley Aect,
Murray' (and/or Green) is hailed into court. The
¢ase’ drags on, Finally .comes the verdict. Let us

, assume that it is the best, possible verdict accord-

ing to Murray’s desires. The court (let us make
it the Supreme Court) holds that {the unions are
within their constitutional rights and that that

- section of law pertaining to political endorse-

ments by unions is unconstitutional. It is not at
all certain that the courts. will'so decide, but we
are assuming that they will for the sake of argu-
ment. i et "

" 'What then? Labor' will have won' the right to
support capitalist politicians! Laber will have won

"-another ride on the senseless’ merry-go-round of

“rewarding its friends" and “punishing its enemies.”
Labor” will 'still be hdrnessed, to' the extent that
the labor pfiicialdom cah ‘keep'if in hurness, fo the
political ‘tools of the industrialists and’ financiérs
whose servants produced the law; the ‘Democratic
and Republican parties—or those elements in these
parties which find it politically expedient to parade
as "'friends-of labor."

If we are going to defy the Taft-Hartley law,
then we must defy it militantly, as a class, in di-
rect actions and in frontal assaults, with secon-

" dary attention to the wearisome court tests. And

if we are going to defy the law politically, then'
we must really do so; that is, do so in such a way
as to strike at the very heart of the system which
produced the law. ’

No, supporting Garmatz is a picayune challenge
ot best, a disorienting, a criminal challenge. The
gituation cries for the formation of a Labor Party.
We cannot expect the labor officialdom to initiate
the formation of such a party; it is against their
whole ideology which Is based on ‘blunting the in-
dependence and power of the working class. The
Impulse, the insistent. demand will therefore have
¥o come from the ranks, arguing on- the union fioor,
proposing the organization of committees-for-al
Labor Party, demanding, for example, that PAC BE
TURNED INTO A LABOR PARTY!

That would be a test, a real test of the law, an
unbeatable act of defiance. With millions rallying
to ‘independent political labor action, let the gov-
ernmental flunkeys 'of capitalism then try to stop

"it! They would not be able to, not with all their

courts, not with, all their laws and not with all the
apparatus of their state!

Green's Speech

If ever there was.a confession of the idiocy of
“rewarding your friends” (like Garmatz) and
“punishing your enemies” (a Garmatz by another
name or label), it came in a speech by ‘William

. Green to the New York State convention of the

AFL., Green, of course, did not understand his
owrnr remarks as the self-indictment that they are.
Nor did he make any sense in his conclusions.
That would be too much to ask. But a brief ex-
amination of the ‘point is valuable because the
labor leaders are présumably pledging a ceaseless
fight on 'the Taft-Hartley Act and because they
are proposing to make support to such candidates
as Garmatz in Maryland a part of this fight,
(See above.) ; -

,Telling the convention that the AFL will
never make peace with the Taft-Hartley Act,
Green got around to discussing the Senator fiom
New York, Irving M. Ives, a cog in the Dewey-for-
President machine. Ives, you see, was a “friend
«of labor.” According to Green, “a lot of people
yoted for him- in the last election because he left
the impression that he was their champioh.” More
than that, though Green did not mention it, Ives
got a bit of a play in the union press for some
maneuvers which were at the time interpreted as
being against the Taft-Hartley Act. Bui, said
Green, “Ives stood with reactionaries all the way.”
And, “I’'m going to ask the New|York State Fed-
eration  of Labor Convention to put-in their
diaries that when he comes up for re-election to”
vote to keep Senator Ives at home.”

Following Green, George Meany, secretary-
tredsurer of the AFL, said that “Ives must bear,
the full responsibility for this vicious legislation”
because “he went to Washington with more ex-
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perience in this field than almost anyone in°~
Congress.” :
- As to the latter, we won't quarrel. We don’t
" know for sure what kind of experience Meany is
‘talking about, but we think there are quite a few
in Congress with experience in this matter of be-
fuddling labor, with the connivanée of the labor
officialdom. Hartley is one. Yes. Hartley, who was
“‘experienced” enough TO GET, THE ENDORSE.
MENT OF-WILLIAM GREEN. _
Green is squawking because ‘“the friend of
labor” deception came home to roost in the case of
Ives and Hartley, and'loads of others. However,
he proposes that the AFL continue to be a party:
to the same deception, now and forever. If the
case of Ives makes any sense at all, and we think
it does, it illustrates the.fatal flaw in this policy
of ‘the labor bureaucrats, a policy they propose to
duplicate. ' i ’
The very choice of words, "FRIEND" of labor,
indicates one who is net PART of labor. It does
not matter whether this "friend” is an Ives or a
Wayne Morse. One may vote for an anti-labor bill;
the other may vote against it. When the chips are
down, when the findamental interests of the capi-
talist system are at stake, they appear as what
they are: representatives of a party (Democratic
or Republican) which is itself-a representafive of
a class, the capitalist class. There aré differences,
to be sure. One believes that labor can best be re-
strained by wielding a whip; the ofher. believes
labor' can be best restrained by the honey “of
“friendship.” 1t is a difference, but i# is néf ‘an im-
portant encugh différence to warrant the support
of either, '

. Take New York City’s Mayor O’Dwyer. He
appeared at this same convention as a “friend of
-labor.” Ever since his strategists told him that’
such acts as ordering martial law in the tug boat
strike are not the best way to get elected governor
and whatever comes after governor, he has béen
busily working at the “friend of labor” business.
No matter if along the way he takes a rap at
labor by proposing a fare rise. He's a “friend.”
And at the convention, he proved it. “We put up
all the fight we could against it [the law]. Now
it's the law and we have to obey it. Blit that does
not mean it is going to be the law forever. It is up

to you to get busy and change it.” = -

"Having assisted the labor leaders in’ putding
"up all the fight we could against it," which con-
cretely meant keeping labor from putting up such a
REAL fight as weuld have been contained in a 24-
hour general strike, O'Dwyer now presumes to give
labor further advice. And it is to our shame that
the man was not howled down at a union conven-
tion. “It's the law and we have fo obey it.” There's
“friendliness™ for you. The very kind of friendliness
that is guaranteed to keep it "the law forever."

Labor’s policy must be based on DEFYING
the law, as labor would and should defy an out-
right injunction, There has been ample evidence
that the ranks of unions want precisely such an
approach, an approach which will assure the
advancement of labor’s interests. Répudiating any
kind of traffiicking with the likes of Ives or
O’Dwyer is an essential part of that policy. Sup-
porting “friends” is the road to ruin, as relying
.on our own strength, building our own party, win-
ning to our side the lower middle classes by a
demonstration of aggressive' leadership- against
the bankrupt profiteers and monopolists,” is the
‘road to victory.

GPU Terror

A report released in New York this week by
International Rescue and- Relief Committee
charges the Russians with maintaining tWelvle
large concentration camps in their occupation
zone in Germany and with purging former officials
of the Social Democratic Party. Some of these
concentration camps were formerly used by the
Nazis. Thus, in the notorious Buchenwald camp,
according to information gathered by Max
Brauer, Social Democratic Mayor of Hamburg,
‘there are 800 Social Democrats damong the 11,000
prisoners. Two thpusand Communists are also im-
prisoned in the same camp!

Two new concentration camps are reported to
be in the process of ¢onstruction. In addition, the
Russian Secret Police are operating an unknown
number of smaller slave labor camps.

- Among the Social Democrats reported to be
imprisoned are Mayor Albert Stolz of Rostock;
Mayor Leistner of Dresden, Willi Jesse, former
hief secretary of the Social Democratic Party in
Mecklenburg, County Commissionerr Benz of
Wanzleben, Trade Union Secretary Scheriff.

We have absolutely no reason to doubt that
the report is an accurate /one. 'Concentratioh
camps, slave labor camps, purges and physical
extermination of opponents—these are the equip-
ment and methods of Stalinism. The Stalinist as-
sassination and terror machine reaches into évery
country."Where it rules, its despotism is merely
more unbridled. The slave camps of the Russian
zone in Germany dyplicate the slave labor camps
in Russia proper. There have been authenticated
reports that the Russian secret police are operat-
ing extra-territorial prison camps in Frante, to
which emigre Russians are kidnapped’for murder
or for shipment to a prison camp'in Russia. -

* Reference to the 2,000 Communists in Buchen-
wald'is especially noteworthy. These are undoubt-
edly men and women who have the genuine right
to.call themselves Communist, unlike their totali-
tarian jailers who use this magnificent name as a
cover for their bestial practices. ;

As we have often pointed out in LABOR AC-
TION, the list of victims of the Stalinist machine
is a long one, It'includes working class opporents
of every political hue—Ehrlich and Alter, Polish

. socialists murdered, in Russia; Ignace Reiss, who

was murdered in Switzerland because he refused
to have anything to do with the: totalitarian ac-
tivities of the GPU; Rudolph Klement, secretary
of the Fourth International, murdered in France;
Leon Trotsky, the great revolutionist killed in
Mexico, and many, many others. Though the
greatest weight of Stalinist terror falls on those
who fight Stalinism with the weapons of revolu-
“tionary Marxism no opponent, however mild his
protest, is safe.

A great many Soccial Democrats in the Rus-
sian zone of Germany, in Poland and in other
countries controlled by Stalin, have thought it
most expedient to' make their peace with. Stalin-
ism, to collaborate with it. Those who have not—"
they are the ones in Buchenwald, '

Against this despicable murder machine, every
worker in the world, in HIS own interest, must
protest. The Stalinist,gang is the assassin of rev-
olution, an enemy of every worker. It is our duty
to break down the walls of the concentration
camps with a'mighty international protést. We
owe this to ourselves. We owe this to our brothers
in the concentration’camps.

Political Morality and Indonesia -
By IRVING HOWE ‘

Were American political journalism anything but a _

reservoir for hypoerisy and cynicism, the recent events
with regard to Indonesia would not be buried in the
back pages of the newspapers. I think it can be said
without fear of contradiction that only in'the revolu-
tionary socialist press, as contrasted to rare occasional
articles elsewhere, has there been consistent reportage
of the Indonesian events: {

At the moment this situation has reached another of
its periodic crises; were it not for the intervention of
U. S..imperialism there would have been open Wwarfare in
Java. The Dutch are pressing hard their demand for a
"joint police force,"” which means, of course, their con-
trol of the police. And that means control of Indonesia.
But first a word on the background. :

When the Japanese took over the wealthy islands
which comprise thol Indonesia group, they removed as
rulers the Dutch imperialists who had exploited the
country for decades. The wealth of these islands is in-
calculable: oil, ‘rubber, sugar, pepper, quinine. These
products were the basis of Dutch profit;-it was with
them that the tiny nation of Holland could enjoy a posi-
tion on the world market far more favorable than :its
own resources warranted. The story of Dutch rule is
orie of the most terrible records of bestiality in modern
history; it is every bit as vicious as that of British rule
in India. . _ Vo, i

When the Japanese came, the Indonesians thought
that perhaps they might now gain a measure of free-
dom—at least some of them thought so. But this was
an illusion. Japanese imperialism was as ruthless as

'its’ predecessor, with the result that Indonesian nation-
alism was forced underground. The Indonesian nation-
alist movement, the'left wing of which had been tinged
with Marxism, had a long history of struggle; time
after time it had desperately erupted against the
Dutch. Now it felt that its opportunity would arrive
when the war ended—the Japanese defeated, the old

. imperialist rulers lacking power to re-establish their

hegemony and the nationalists organized into militant
groups.

BRITISH ROLE IN INDONESIA

The Dutch could never have re-established their-
imperialist control by themselves. By.the time they
would have been "able to send troops to Java, the na-
tionalists would have had the island tightly controlled.
As it was, the Indonesians organized a government and
an army of their own. The British intervened by send-

ing troops to Indonesia, presumably to protect the poor !

suffering Dutch wives and children interned by the In-
donesians, but actually to hold the line' for the Duteh
until they could organize an ewpedition to reconquer
the islonds. ' _ o,
The British and a small Dutch contingent, using
American lend-lease equipment (the highly moral- U. 8.
government insisted that they take off the U. S. labels
from this lend-lease equipment, though-ig’;;had no objec-
tion to its use against the Indonesiansg), overpowered
the Indonesians by means of their modern armament,
Also responsible for the re-establishment of imperialist
control in Indonesia was the Indonesian leadership it-
self: a coalition of bourgeois and petty bourgeois poli-
ticians who failed to rally the masses in a revolution-
ary socialist-struggle. But thatis anothey-story. Suffice:
it here to say that ‘the British held the.line until the
Dutch could send reinforcements. : .

. Now the Dutch have 100,000 troops. in. Indonesia, As
was exclusively reported in LABOR ACTION somé weeks
back, the Duich have been straining to let go with a full-
scale offensive against fhe Indonesians, who are not ot
present in-a favorable position to resist, The reactionary
Catholic Party, which is the dominant political ferce \in

. ' ; ®.
the Dutch government, would like o begin an' old-fash-
ijoned punitive war to wipe out Indenesian nationalisth
and to establish rule by the iron fist. Only the. interven-
tign of U. S. imperialism has balked this, perspective: the
U. S., fearful of the ‘entire Far East bursting info a. con-
fiagration .and. desiring an immediate  resumption of its
highly -profitable, trade with and exploitation of Indone-
sign economy, has reined. in the Dutch. Aware as 'is every-

" one else, that the U. S. dollar is today the most persua-

sive diplomatic argument in the world, the Dutch heeded
the signals for restraint which flashed from Washington,
. In recent weeks there has been an intermittently
tense situation. The Dutch have demanded the right to
éxercise what amounts to a veto over Indonesian poli-
tics through a “crown representative” and. they have
also demanded a “joint police force” which under the
circumstances means a Dutch-controlled police. In re-
turn the Dutch are supposed to recognize Indonesian
independence by January 1, 1949. i

INTERVENTION OF U.'S. IMPERIALISM

Now- the Indonesians had already made serious con-
cessions to the Dutch—such as partial recognition of
the Dutch claims to regain their former property, which
would be the best means for them to re-establish their
economic domination over Indonesia even if they grant-
ed it formal political independence. When, therefore,
Premjer Sutan Sjahrir of Indonesia accepted the Dutch
ultimattim three weeks ago, there was such resentment
among the' Indonesian people that every. politieal party

was forced to repudiate him. Sjahrir resigned and was -

replaced by a mild Social Democrat,
resumed negotiations with the Dutch, . E

At this erucial point the U. S. stepped in. A note was
sent from Washington to the Indonesians which promised
i\d discuss the ppsﬁbilihrl of financial aid to Indonesia—
provided agreement between the nationalists and the
Dutch were reached: This was an example of the Truman

Sjahriffoedin, who

Doctrine at work. The note was a means of blackmailing ’
' the Indonesians into accepting the Dutch provisions,

which in effect means accepting Dutch conirol of Inde-
nesia. By proffering possible economic aid, it tempted
the Indonesian leaders, not the most strong-willed and
revolutionary of leaders, with the carrot of dellars if
only they would abandon the struggle for their country's
freedom. For it is clear that there is at present no other
basis for an agreement’ with the' Dutch.

The U. 8. has its own reasons for wishing to see an
“agreement between the contending parties,” that is,
the return of the Dutch. American capitalists have con-
siderable investments in Indonesia. Standard-Vacuum
in oil, Goodyear and U, S. Rubber in rubber and other
corporations in pepper, kapok; quinine, tea and sugar
have been unable recently to. rehabilitate their proper-
ties because of the strife in Indonesia. Dutch control
would mean a green light for their imperialist invest-
fents, too, ' fead :

The Indonesians are in a tough spot. For various
reasons, including the social backwardness of its own
leadership, the Indonesian nationalist movement is:at
present at an ebb. 1t has been driven by its own errors
and by the massed might of world imperialism into a
position where, short of a revolutionary reorientation,
it has no alternative but to knuckle under. And that
is what it will probably do. If and when that happens,
remember that U. 8. imperialisth is;oné of those most
responsible, )

American liberals have maintained silence on this
mibtter, 48" on so\many others. They dre £66 busy huz>

zahing for the Truman Doctrine; or pontificating about
Morality (@ word which seems to them so maich more
impressive when capitalized!); or re arding their cos-
mic_existence with “fear and trembling”—to deign to
notice how “their} government is helping the suppres-
sion of a colonial people. Only the revolutionary social-
ists, g0 often and so wearisomely smeared as “amoral,”
do that, )

Use Natives As Slave-Labor

In South-Africa Farm Areas

Recent reports from South Africa,

Sen_t directly to LABOR ACTION by
our correspondent there, have re-
vealed. a system of semi-slavery in
some farm areas rivaling Nazi con-
centration and Stalinist slave-labor
camps. Most publicized ate the Beth-
al potato plantations in Eastern
Transvaal, but observers -agree that
similar conditions are widespread
throughout the country.”
_ The slave laborers are Negro na-
tives recruited from “illegal immi-
grants”. who cross the border from
Nyasaland and Rhodesia and are
given the alternative of retérning to
poverty-stricken homes or of signing
six-month swork contracts. With these
contracts they are under complete
bondage to the farmers. :

An on-the-spot reporter gives the
following description, 'of their: lives
in the Capetown Guardian of July 3:

“They sign on for a six-month con-
tract under which the most ~hand-
some remuneration is 12 pounds
sterling for 30 days. The contract
spins out to eight or nine months in
most cases as Sundays and rainy days
are not working days. At the end of
this contract, the laborer has twelve
pounds. From this is deducted three
pounds one shilling to repay the
farmer for his journey to Bethal
from the border of the Transvial.

"“They are housed in ' barn-like
buildings with concrete floors, often

"with no windows, and no chimney

or hole in ihe roof for the smoke
from the braziers or open flames in
tin cans suspended from the roof
with wire, which serve as lights. We
saw not a single blanket in any of

" these compounds. The laborers sleep

on sacks.

“Working hours are long, especial-
ly at the height of the season. Some
laborers get up at three o’clock in
the morning and work till after sun-
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“organization

set. ,On moonlit nights during the

season work in the field continues
until midnight.

“Those workers who fall ill in the
Iate_aflern:oon—perhaps only an hour
be_jo_re knocking off—are not paid
for the portion of the day-they have
worked. Those who fall ill for sev-

eral days receive no compensation at
all.” :

Attempis at escape are very com-
mon and often successful.
of the shortage of labor in the area,
and because the farmer has to pay a
five or six pound fee to the farmers’
for each recfuited
worker, all means are used to pre-
vent escape .and punish thosé who
make the attempt. Workers are often
kept' in  barbed-wire " ‘compounds,
guarded by dogs. Beatings are fre-
quent, particularly for those who
have run away and been caught.

The Guardian reporter presents
the following cases: * :

“One described .., how he had beer
assaulted repeatedly with a sjam-

bak and had been bitten at the back *

of the knee by the dog set upon him.
Another said he and another African
had deserted the farmer, were over-
taken on the road twelve miles away,

Because -

knocked to the ground, kicked above
and below the eyes as they lay there:

“A third African said-he and an-
other laborer had asked whether they
might not be allowéd to stop work-
earlier as they worked till after sun-
set. He was beaten with a sjambak,
taken to a storeroom, ordered to un-

_dress'and beaten again, and then

chained with some donkey chains to
another African (and chased naked'
back, fo the ‘compound where the
two Africans slept, still chained to-
gether.” ' i \

Similar exposés have been pub-
lished several times during the past
twehty years. Both government and
farmer’s organizations have declared
Aheir ‘intention to alleviate the most
drastic abuses, particularly in view
of the approaching investigation of
the entire Negro labor situation by
the UN Assembly. As yet there has
been no reported improvement. AS
the Guardian writer concludes:
“Meanwhile the feudal farmer ty-
rant continues to reign supreme on
his own land. Nationalists and Unity
Party caucuses’ listen to his voice
from the platteland, and his vote ‘will’
lbe eagerly solicited by, both parties
in the \co_ming elections.”

——

"

“Their battle is ours.

1

i 1
This Issue of LABOR ACTION

Our readers will note that this issue of LABOR ACTION is some-
what differeit from others. Where we normally give heaviest emphasis
to the specific problems facing the American working ‘class—rents,
t!-ne Taft-Hartley Act, and so forth—we have in this issue given a rela-
tively greater amount of spate to international évents, reports from
and on other lands. The limitations of ‘a four-page paper make it
impossible to deal adequately each week with the many vital domestic
and international problems that concern us. In concenirating most
heavily on domestic issues, we have been’ compelled to omit a con-
siderable amount of valuable material. We are therefore present-
ing in this issue material, such as the article on Bolivia which we
have had to omit from recent issues. We are revolutionary socialist
internatiunal_ists, and it is a basic tenet of our program that the prob-
Iems which face any particular group of workers in.the world are
of greatest:importance for the Ameriean working class as well. While
our fight for socialism in this country necessarily revolves around '
our “own” problems, while we fight day to day on the various specific
issues facing the labor movement here, the struggle of the oppréssed
peoples in every land are of intimate concern to us. We are bound to
the worker in _I""rance,lthe TIndian in Bolivia, the’eoolié in. China by
. -ties’ of tlass sdlidarity and political interest” Our battle is theirs. '
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. . TAPPING
e~ =hIHEI‘

- , By JACK RANGER

THE FAILURE OF UNION I.EAD!IS’HI'P"‘ :
A few weeks ago Ed Lahey, reporter for the
Chicago Daily News, fiddling around ‘with some
Labor Department statistics, came up with an'in-
teresting comparison. He made up a “thébretical
package” of four pounds of round steak, two
pounts. of bacon, a ten-pound ham, thrée pourids
of butte;} and ‘two pounds of cheese. Laliey found'
that before Pearl Harbor this package eost $7.48.
In April, 1947, the cost to the consumnier was
$14.24. In November, 1941, the typical manufde-
turing worker, represented by the .average hourly
earnings for ‘all manufagturing, could buy " the
above package with hine hours and 35 minutes of
labor. In April, 1947, he worked 12 hours for the
same amount of food. R R i - S A . [l &
. Though the above comparison appiies “only ‘fo
food. an investigator would find that the averdge

worker has lost approximately ‘the same ground
when applied to clothing, furniture, fuel, amuse- .

ments, and almost everything but rent. (With Tru-
man’s signature on the real esfate fobby's “rent
decontrol” bill, rents too will’bound up' shorfly to
the same degree as the other commodities,)

. All this means that the American worker "to-.
day is WORSE OFF than he was before the war.
The bosses, the farmers, the professional clasges,
are much better off than before the war. The
working class (including the white collar work-
ers), is much worse off. The American trade un-
ion movement, with all its 15,000,000 members,
has not done the job of protecting the American
Wgrkers_ . . > oo “ a3

What s wrong with the trade union movement?

Not the membership which has shown ‘time_and
time again that it is ready and willing to fight
stubbornly and bravely, What Is wrong is the trade
union ledders—the Murrays and Greens and Lewises
and Bridges and Dubinskys and Tobins and Currans
and-Reuthers. Not a one of them has fought mill-
tantly enough, has .shown any deep understanding
of the workers' needs, has been ablé fo presenf a
fighting program around which to rally the class,

NOT A SINGLE LEADING TRADE UNION
OFFICIAL HAS DARED BREAK WITH THE
TWO OLD BOSS PARTIES AND RAISE THE
BANNER OF THE NEW NATIONAL LABOR
PARTY. For the workers to fight without a po-

litical party of their own in the politically-charged

atmosphere of today is the same as for a Joe
Louis to enter the ring with his right hand tied
behind his back, The boxer wouldn’t have a chance
against a good opponent, and neither does the
working class, fighting with only ifs unions. - -

'ADVISE "COURAGE AND RESOURCEFULNESS"

That is the conclusion we draw from Léhey‘s
figures. However, there is a columnist for the

Chicago Journal of Commerce, Wilbur J. Brons," .

who draws different conclusions. Brons is a dreary
writer who, day.after day, zeflects the-stand-pat
prejudices, of the average reader of:that paper.
He follows the reactionary *‘party line” much as
his' counterpart on the Daily Worker applies the:
same old Stalinist twist to the news, "~~~ "

Brons dismisses Lahey’s figures contempt‘t_l-
ously, though admitting they are “interesting
and, to a degree, instructive.” Does he. deduce
that the workers should strive for higher wages
to recover the ground lost since Pearl Harbor?
Of course not. His advice to the workers is that
“courage and resourcefulness are required to stay

'l
n

within the family budget. . . . If the current bud- '

get allowance for clothing cannot be stretched to
include a fur coat, a cloth coat might be managed.
Or, if the family manager so desires, the educa-
tional fund can be cut down to accommodate a
cloth coat with a fur.collar.”

Brons concludes by observing that, after all,
“the small businessmen, many professional mén-
and women, thousands of self-employed and even
more thousands of junior executives in the $5,000-
$15,000 salary bracket—all have had td compro-:
mise one way or another. . .. But it seems to have
become our custom to weep only for the factory
worker, as though he and his women and children
were somehow distinet from the rest of us.”

Observe how he "covers up" for Big Business
and its ruthless profiteering. Observe how alién he
is to the actual plight of the working class—as
though the mother in a working class family fod‘uy
could think of purchasing a fur coat, or would
think of cutting down on her children's schooling
in order to purchase a fur collar. Observe how he
bristles at any feeling of compassion ¥or the work-
ers, who, after all, with their families constifute
the majority of the American people,. and who,
though the most exploited, produce our “national
wealth." And note his helpful ddvice: "Use courage
and resourcefulness to stay within the family bud-
get." Christ Almighty! With food prices ouf of
sight, with rent up'15 per cent, with fuel up, with
everything up'but gall and picus advice, what'good
are hymns in praise of "courdge and resourcefuls
ness to stay within the family Budget."

WON'T ADVANCE WITH TIMIDITY :
Why even attémpt the impossible task of stay-
ing ,within' a family budget that becomes 'more

inadequate with each Friday's newspaper adver-

* tisements. The courage and resourcefulness that
Brons appeals to can'be put to good use if and
when it is applied to reorganizing the forces with-
in the union movement to oust the old and cow-
ardly misleaders at the head of the union move-
ment, and to spew out their rotten policy of
playing tail to the Republican-Democratic party.

© That is“the only road out for the American
workers. If organized labor refuses fo fake #his
road, the plight of the workers will become still
worse. But if the working class makes a mighty
creative effort, gives the boot to the present ple-
card artists, and begins the long-term -work" of |
building a national labor party, the workers canhot

only quickly recover the lost ground but can' open ' -

up the road to seizing political power in‘the nation"
and—yes—to changing the whole course of histqry,
to switching all mankind onto-the tracks of d world
=secialist society. A

Those who are today still too timid or too ig-
norant to take this road will find no other open to
them. :

Capsule Edit

Dictator Franco polled an 80 per cent -vete in
the recently held Spanish plebiscite. Glass ballet
boxes were used, (See story on page 4.)
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MacArthur Seeks to Restrain Japanese Labor
Protest, Backs Katayama Coalition Government

By JACK BRAD \

The first government to take office
in Japan under the new MacArthur
constitution of May 3 is headed by
a Socialist, Tetsu Katayama. For the

A first time in its national history an
avowed socialist and working class
party operates the state. This is an

It is a legal expression of the emer-

gence of the working class as the sole
\ dynamic factor and the: dominant '
force<in the country, domipant in the
sense of growing economic and po-
litical cohesiveness as against the
continued prostratipn and servile
quislingism of the capitalist class.

The Social Democrats emerged
from the April elections as the layg-
est single party. Behind them stand
ihe bulk of the Japanese workers,
organized m‘tn two major trade union
' federations numbering over five and
a half millions. Hundreds of thou-
sands of small farmers are organized,
in wvarious farmers’' unions.. Until
February, 1947, at least, the bulk of
the middle classes seemed to sup-
port the major actions of the work-
ers.

From shortly after the oecupatlon
until February, the working class
grew and consolidated from mno or-
ganization or expression into the best
organized mass force in the country.
When the Amerlr:an military victory
overthrew the state power of the Zai-
batsu and militarists, the workers
rushed in to complete the destruc-
tion of these criminal classes which
had led the country to disaster. The
forward march of the workers was
accomplished’ by aggressive mass ac-
‘tions, including mass strikes, occupa-
tion of the factories, demonstrations

_against the government and the es-

tablishment of its organizations un-
der increasingly coniprehensive sld-

gans for the solution of the _na_ticm‘s'

fundamental problems.

MacARTHUR INTERVENES

All this was accomplished under
the benign bayonets of the U. S. mil-
itary occupation, which was secure
in the knowledge that the U. 8. Army
was the real state power, and that
the American guarantee of imperial
sanctity and support'to the new gov-
ermment of pro-American reaction-
_aries were sufficient barriers, at the
moment, to social revolution.
MacArthur exercized a minimum
of interferénce in-the early stages of
_the movement, seeking to “guide” it
/ into becoming a tool for the accom-
plishment of American imperialist
aims, and at the same time to trans-
» ° fger it into a mass base for this im-
perialism. The workers, however,:
pursued their independent course, to
. the ingreasing consternation of the
occupation authorities. A series of
moves was begun last summer to
bring the movement into line. Num-
bers of CIO, AFL and WFTU officials
were imported to teach the Japaneée
workers “legitimate unionism” and
; “gorrect procedures in collective bar-
gaining.” The leadership of the Jap-
anese Congress of ‘Industrial Unions
was denounced as “red.” MacArthur
interfered in the railroad workers’
and seamen’s disputes.
This interference reached its peak
in February, when a general strike
of all key unions threatened to over-
throw the feeble do-nothing Yoshida
\government of reaction. MacArthur
stepped in sharply and brought the
strike movement to an, abrupt halt
by terrorizing the leadership, mili-
tary intimidation and the threat of
withholding fobd from the  hungry
masses. He followed this by announc-
ing a new election for May. .
‘ The labor movement, which® had .
pursued an extra - alhamenta‘ry
course until then, was thus forced
vinto an electoral struggle. Since the
collapse of the general strike there
* had been a marked decrease in all
‘types of mass activities. The mailed
. fist of the American Army had se-

/ verely shaken the movement.

" The election victory of the Secial
. Democrats was the outcome of this
' conflict between the occupation and

the workers. In order to.succeed in

' _this maneuver of tying the working
class to the American-dominated gov-
ernment and thereby to reduce its

.

MacArthur sought the inclusion of
the Social Democrats in the govern-
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event of overwhelming significance. |

ment. MacArthur's hand is- clearly
visible in the behind-the-scenes man-

~euvering between the Social Den:m-:

crats, Democrats and Liberals. It was '
the assurance of his approval that
finally gave Katayama the support of
the Demoecrats. MacArthur is the
architect of the present coalition gov-
ernment.

Nevertheless, General MacArthur
was forced to include the Social
Democrats because the working class
is the most active class, the only
class whlch has presented a national
program ‘and mltlati.ve to ‘solve Ja-
pan’s problems. It is out of fear of
the alternative that MacArthur is
forced to rely upon the Social De-

mocracy

+ This government coahtlon has al-
ready proved its complete subservi-
ence to the occupation’s program. In
the process of thg shoddy dickering
for posts and 'advantage that pre-
ceded the government's formatiom,
Katayama conducted a step-by-step
retreat before the MacArthur-direct-
ed demands of the Demdcrats and

‘Liberals, ylelding on every program-

matic point. joe

Tokyo newspapers, after observing
this ‘method of bargaining,.reported
that “the emergence of the Socialist
Premier adtually means almost no
change in the policies of' the genfer-
ally conservatwel ¢abinets smce the

oceupatlo_n. The joint ten-point plo-
gram arrived at by the major par%ies
before Kataypma's election drops
almost every controversial point in
the socialist election platform.”

. This observation is not entirely
accurate, however. The coalition will
be able to carry out eertain reforms
in the bureaucratic structure and
other measures desired by the occu-
pation authorities precisely because
it is led by a’ Social Democrat. In
this respect it will make a break with
the completely passive inertia of the
reactionaries who preceded it. The
Social Democrats af'e alredy seeking
to utilize their popular support to
institute measures for the strength-

ening of the capitalist economy at the
expense of the workers.
In this maneuver MacArthur ex-

‘ pects better results from his Social

Democratic friends than he received
from Yoshida and Shidehara. Once
again the lesson is presented for all
workers to see: the working class
cannot engage in parliamentary coa-
lition-or seek to operate the capital-
ist state without surrendering its own
‘interests in the process. And the
chief lesson of every event since Feb-
ruary is/ the reactionary imperialist
nature of the occupation. To over-
throw the imperialist rule and its po-
litical Quisling servitors remains the

vt '
L F

first task.

Conﬁlc‘l' Be!'ween the PPR and

fhe PPS

New Tofahtanan Oﬁensive in Poland

By A. RUDZIEHSKI g

The narrow social base of Stalinism in Pelandf ~
forced it to permit the existence of various other
parties, controlled by the NKD (GPU) as “er-
satz” substitutes' for the traditional Polish par-
ties, The Stalinist dlctatorshlp governs by means
of thid “fan” of parties, the real power remaining,, ,
however, in the hands of the “Security” (Bez-
pieka) and the Stalinist party, PPR. This system
has its advantages for the Stalinists, inasmuch as
it allows a broad field for their maneuvers and
deceptions. But it also has its disadvantages,
smce these other organizations at times express
the discontent and opposition of the masses.

In order to avoid this, in order to consolidate
the police dictatorship, the Stalinist party is press-
ing the pro-Stalinist reformists to fuse the PPR and
the controlled puppet-PPS into a single “workers"
party. This would signify for the Stalinists an enor-
mous increase in police power, and a greater de-
gree of enslavement for the werking masses.

The “leaders” of the PPS, Sc¢hwalbe, Cyran-
kiewicz and Kurylowicz u}nderstand that this fu-
sion would mean the end of their posts in the gov-
ernment and the administrative apparatus, and
for this reason they do not wish to submit to this
policy or at least to delay the proposed fusion.
They desire “greater.ideological rapprochément”
in the field of common conceptions: “the Polish
Revolution, populhr democracy, a more profound
- respect for public laws and institutions, reaffirma-
tion of independence and socialist reconstruction.”
(Resolution of the Central ‘Committee: of the
PPS.)

TOWARD NEW TOTALITARIAN PHASE
The Stalinists, however, refuse to gwe up the

“unity ,of the proletarlat" and the \boss of the
PPR,"Zambrowski, declares in “Glos LudoWwy”
(The Voice of the People): “We shall struggle
against all attempts to weaken the united front
and the collaboration of both working-class par-
ties.” Since ‘‘defeating” the Populist party of
Mikolajezyk im the elections, the Stalinists wish
to advance to a nmew totalitarian phase of their
dictatorship, to absorb all the organizations of the
PPS in order to control_that section of the pro-
; gtariat whioh has still not beén corrupted by the
PU.

As the workers of the PPS oppose with all avail-
(able means the proposed "unity," the Stalinist bu-
reaucrats proceed to purges in the factories, throw-
ing' out the worker-oppositionists. This eompallod
the Minister of Laber, Kurylomu. of the PPS, to
write in "Robotnik" (Worker) an article on "The

defense of the workers against abuses and arbi-
trary measures,” where he accuses the Stalinists of
setting up a regime of persecution pnd- terror in
the factories. "From all parts of the country fresh

reporis keep coming of injustices suffered by the

workers. The elements alien' to the working class
be_huve in arbitrary fashion, and act 'like bosses:’
They fire and hire workers without taking inte ac-
count the opinion of the workers in the plant,
scorning the laws, conquests, and social rights of
the workers. A clique of self-seeking politicians Is
being formed. These new dignitaries *have discov-
ered that a party book is more important than
; technical qualifications.” {Robotnik, May 7, 1947.)
The Polish worker earns between three and
five dollars per month, and must live' by the work
of his wife and children, who sell bread, candy,
ﬂowers, ete. After the oﬁ'enswe against the peas-

ants, the aﬁ"eﬂ.swe against the workers, the totali-
tarian pressure, the terror and persecution in the
factories is om the increase. The governmental
“bloc,” the “fan” of shadow-parties is to be’trans-
formed into a!single monolithic party in Stalinist
style. )

MASS MISERY VERSUS LUXURY

Nevertheless, to achieve any degree of perfec-
tion that compares to the Russian model of a po-
lice dictatorship,-the ‘Stalinists will have to travel
a long road. The opposition of the PPS bureau-
crats to the forced “union” undoubtedly reflects,
aside from their fear for their jobs, the opposition
of the working class in the factories to the cor-

ruption, bureaucratism, political nepotism, specu- .

lation and waste of public wealth by the Stalin-
ists. Wachowicz, secretary of the PPS in Lodz,
biggest textile manufacturing center in Europe,

publicly accuses |the Stalinists of these vices and -
“misdeeds.

. The workers suffer in misery whlle the Stalin-
ist bureaucrats and speculators live in relative
luxury, despoiling the people. The opposition of
the people to the dictatorship, the pressure of
North American capitalism on Russia, the enor-
mous Polish migration into exile with its own
press and . organizations, the Polish- Americans,
all of this puts a brake on the march of Stalinist
totalitarianism in Poland. The aged Zulawski,
only Independent Socialist deputy, voted, as
usual, against the budget for the “Security” and
the “Army” and was subjécted to all the totali-
trian fury, being labeled a “faséist,” ete. How-
ever, the BEST support for the workers' opposi-
tion in Poland would be the support of the work-
'ing class Eeft throughout the world.

activities to parliamentary channels,/
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By A. FERRARRA

In the true style of his late and

unlamented totalitarian masters, Hit-
ler and Mussolini, the peity Spanish
tyrant Franco has confirmed his “law
of succession” (a decree establishing
him as lifetime ruler and giving him
the power to choose his successor)
by means of a prearranged plebiscite.
According to “official” returns, 80 per
cent of the votes cast favored Fran-
ico's law.
‘. The fraudulent plebiscité. does not
alter the fundamental fact that the
‘majority of the Spanish people are
bitferly opposed to the Franco ré-
gime and that a "“cold” civil war
rages jn Spain. Nothing else explains
the fact that there are more; than
150,000 political prisoners in jail and
that- 138 persons have been executed
on political charges between January
and May of this'year alone.

In addition, the hunger - wracked
and politically conscious proletariat
of Catalonia -and the Basque regions
have demonstrated their hatred for
‘the régime with a swelling tide of
strikes which culminated in the Bil-
bao strikes the week of May 1-T.
More than/ 25,000 workers went out
on general strike and paralyzed that

highly important mﬂustrlal center for
days.

GETS BANK CREDIT

Howeve;;, the July 6 plebiscite was
no hollow gesture on Frango's part.
Franco did not intend to prove he
has popular support. The purpose of
the plebiscite, at home and abroad,
was to show that he, Franco, is mas-
ter of 'the situation and -that the op-
position of both left and right, mon-
archist and working class, is disori-
ented, divided and incapable of over-
throwing his régime. Unpleasant
though! the trath may be, the plebis-
cite was, a success in both respeets.

An immediate consequence of the

-

Examines Meaning
Of the Fraudulent
Franco Plebiscite

i:lebisclle is the report that a group .

of American banks have granted
Spain a' credit of $200 million with
which to buy American cotton for
the textile mills of Catalonia. Coming
on the heels of a financial _ag'reement

signed with the British not so long

ago, this new pact will help Franco
to bolster Spain’s shaky economy.
Furthermgre, Franco- is enabled to
retain the support of an important
layer of Spanish industrial capital-

L

ist.!s who, finding the situation intel-

erable because of lack of machihery

and raw material, bureaucratic cor-

ruption, etc., were ready to support

a change in the régime four nmnt‘hs

ago.

" As Tor 'the opposition, Franco has

succeeded in winning over a section

of the monarchists by a studied com-

bination of threats and friendly ne-

gotiations: By ‘dividing and demoral-

izing the monarchical forces, Franco
has also succeeded in defeating the
plans of the working class parties and"
trade unions which pay allegiance to
the Spanish government -in -exile.
While one section of this group has
been pleading in vain for the UN to
oust Franco, another and more im-
portant section, consisting mainly of
Socialists and Anarchists, has beéen
working for an agreement with the
monarchists to set up a trans1t:onai
monarchical régime. In the light of
Franco’s plebiscite it is ironical to
note one point in this agreement was’
to have been a plebiscite to decide
whether 'or not the Spanish people
wanted a monarchy or a republicl!

-WOR}IERS’ OPPOSITION

Does’ the fact that the Spanish
masses did not heed the instructions
of the working class opposition to
boycott the plebiscite mean they are
ready to give up the fight and that
Franco has firmly consolidated his
position? That Franco has temporar-
ily strengthened his position is un-
deniable. But.it, would be a serious
error to think the Spanish proletariat
will fall back into passivity.

Given a concrete political or eco-
nomic objective,  the Spanish prole-
tariat is capable of dealing the Fran-
co régime powerful blows, as was the
case in the Bilbao strike. In the in~
stance of the plebiscite, the Spanish
workers understood that the isolated
slogan of the boycott was inadequate.
‘What was lacking was a clear pro-
gram of economic and political strug-
gle for which the slogan of the boy-
cott could serve as a point of depart-
nre.

Again the lessons of the civil war
are repeated Franco’s victories are
the product not only of his own for-
ces and imperialist aid, but are also
due to the bankrupicy of the official
working class and republican leader-
ship.

I

lBohwan Plateau: Scene of Native Struggle and Repréés:oh

As a companion p:ece to tl}e srticle
we publish below, we urge our read-
ers to consult the article by Luis Ve-

lasco on Latin American Problems,

which will appear in the August is-
sue of The New International.

®
By JUAN ROBLES ;

/ The American Indian belongs to
the most unfortunate and enslaved
race in the world. Upon the ruins of
the - vast collectivist empire! of the
Incas, the Spanish conquistadores
built a cruel, feudal system. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Indians were
forced to work like slaves in the Po-
t031 silver mines for their conguer-
sors. Others were reduced to the’con-
dition of serfs, after being torn from
their lands, which were converted
into the estates of their new bosses.
The Indian rebellions and revolutions

preceded the colonial conspiracies-

and War of Independence, and were
always drowned in a sea of native

¥ blood.
redemption for the native slave. He
continued mining silver and working
the landlord’s estate.

Formed from the Peruvian plateau,
the surrounding valleys and the trop-
ical plains that extend to the Amazon
basin, the Republic of Bolivar is the
most Indian republic in all South

_America, even more so than Mexico
or Peru. Of its three to five million
inhabitdnts, 80 per cent are illiterate
Indians still living in the same mis-
erable ‘state which was their lot un-
der the Spaniards. They are gov-
erned by the 10 per cent of whifes
and half-breeds who exploit them
mercilessly, treat them like animals
and even worse, since an animal must
be cared for and costs more than the
Indian. In this brown-skinned, native
republic, the word “Indian” is still
the worst.insult. . - '

The agrarian sttucture ot Bolivia
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Independence did not bring

and Peru is somethmg unigue in the
whole world. The owner of the es-
tate is master of lands stolen by his
ancestors from the Indian. The latter
receives a parcel of land “sayana”
from the landlord on condition of
giving free service three days, more
or less, out of the week in cultiva-
_tion of the landlord’s soil. The Indian
‘can spénd the rema:mng days of the
week tendihg hls; own plot. Besides
the three days, he is under obligation
to transport the landlord's products
to the city free of charge, he must
also serve a week in turn'as a do-
" mestic servant in the landlord’s city
house, and serve in turn also as gir-
dener, cowherd and shepherd, The
. Indian is completely at the mercy
of the superintendent who adminis-
ters the estate, who repeatedly robs
him of his harvest, imposes fines and
unpaid services for his own profit,
and often violates the Indian’s wife
and daughters. The superiritendent is
the man most hated by the Indian
peasant.

RACIAL OPPR@IS§ION :

Aside from the social and agrhrian
‘problem, there .also exists the prob-
lem of national oppression, or, more
accurately ‘put, racial oppression.. The

. native Pertivian-Bolivians belong in

the main fo two races, the older Ay- .

mara and the much younger Que-
chua. The Aymaras, who were the
first, -organized the plateau and
founded the civilization of Thwana-
kota on the Island of the Sun in Lake
Titicaca, the biggest lake in South
America. They introduced' the cult
of materialistic pantheisni, the wor-
ship of “Pacharnama” (earth), who
fed them. The famous ruins of the
Island of the Sun date from this
epoch.

The second race reached its zenith
in the epoch of the Incas, who built
the empire of the Quechuas and the
_civilization of Cuzco, the capital /of
‘the empire, which astonished the
Spanish conquerors so much, The
ruins of the Temple of the Gods of
the Sun are a memorial to this civ-
ilization. i ;

The Spanish colonials finished off
both races and the fepublic followed
the path of the conquest. The sweet'
Quechua tongué and the precise,
logical Aymara Have been 'relegated

-to the mountains, to the highlands

and to the plateau. Spanish, the lan-
guage of the conqueror, was forced
upon the Indians and is still an alien
tongue. If the Argentine Trotskyisis
wish to speak of national oppression,
then they ought to pay attention to
the oppression of the native Amer-
ican, the remains of the primitive
population of the continent. The Ay-
mara and Quechmna peoples, as well

“as others like the Guarajos, and even

" dom,”

many n( the forest tribes, are the
., most oppressed peoples 'in the world.
Since.,the feudo - bourgeoisie took
possession of independence and, the
republic, as they had taken the In-
dian’s wealth, liberation from the
Spanish. yoke did not fulfill its dem-
ocratic role. It failed to free the In-
dian. Not until the 1920s did the
‘petty bourgeoisie, inspired by the
Russian;Revolution, raise the slogan
of emancipation for the Indian. The
principal party, famous for its “na-
tivist” program, was the*® Peruvian
APRA of de la Torre. It was imi-
tated by the Bolivian nationalists,
the Chilean n]atlwsts. the Stalinists
and even the Peronist movement.
But none of these parties has done
anything for the Indian, nor can they
realize the -democratic revolution.
The 1947 APRA which governs Peru
on behalf of the bourgeoisie and the
imperialists, bears #o résemblance
to the APRA of 1920. The Bolivian
nationalists massacred the Indians in
the fashion of the feudo-bourgeoisie.
After the popular revolution of July,
' 1946, the Stalinists solemnly pro-
claimed their principal aim to be the
“democratic revolution” and the lib-
eration of ‘the Indian. With their
ministers in the Bolivian cabinet, the
Stalinists today form part of the co-
alition government, and we can see
how the democratic revolutwn “be-
gins.”

RAISE SOCIAL DEMANDS

. On the first of May, the Local
Workers Federation (FOL) gathered
4,000 natives under its banners and
marched through the streets of the
city, The Federation is affiliated to
the Anarchists and fights against the
political parties. The. natives formed
a Departmental Agrarian Federation
which proceeded to the unionization
‘of the Indians; the peasant unions
embrace the Indian masses and rep-

resent. a considerable social and po- -

litical force. The principal slogan of
this movement is “Land and Free-
.as in the times of Herzen and
Bakunin, which is understandable,
given the social and economic state
of Bolivia. The natives adopted it
with the restraint and taciturn pas-
sion proper to their race. To this
they added the demard for- native
schools. What a beautiful example of
consciousness arnd dignity on the
part of this beaten and brutalized
race, which, despite thé abuse and
beatings ‘of four centuries, gathers in’
front of the government palace and
shouts, “We want to learh to read
and write,” “We want schools.” All
of this is based on a program of de-
fense against the abuses of the land-

lords. The Indians have risen up en

masse to make their social demands

“democratic - revolution”

in order to embrace that hberty lost
for so many centuries.

On the estates of Caquiaviri and
Ania on the plateaun, several thou-
sand Indians gathered to demand a

. settlement of old accounis delayed
by the landlords, They ended by kill-
ing the landlord Prieto and his niece,
“Miss Vilela.” This movement ‘is not
the first. A few weeks ago in the
Cochabama region, the Indians killed
their landlord, a general. In, differ-

ent regions they attack the house of ,

the estate, seize the cattle, the cereals
and the land. These are the typical
forms of a peasant movement. As-
sassinations take place in all peas-
ant rebellions, given the degree of
spontaneity of the masses, its lack
of discipline and degree of culture.
But these assassinations are acts of
collective justice, generous even in
their cruelty when compared to the
ferocious nppressmn which ha.s lasted
ceniury ‘upon century.

The reaction of the feudo-bour-'
geoisie was a “sacred wrath.” They

demanded severe and bloody repres-

sion from the government. Army
planes and army and police expedi-
tionary forces swarmed out onto the
plateau. Thousands of Indians were
seized, subjected to questioning and
arrested. Hundreds were brought to
La Paz and thrown into jail. The

‘sovernment is taking “adequate”

| measures, not those it promised—nei-
" ther schools nor land nor liberty— .

but jis putting the Indian leaders on
trial while the rest are to be deport-
ed to the fever-rdden, forest region
of Ichilo. The white man can resist
the tropical climate more easily than
the Indian of the plateau, who dies,
wracked by fever and nostalgia for
his mountains, for their cold alti-
tudes and snow-covered peaks./ ’

STALINISTS AID Podcia

The pride and flower of the pla-
teau, of the authentic Bolivian na-

tion rots in jail, ‘condemned to die ®

behind bars or in the tropical forests.
Meanwhilé the police and military
expeditions continue to massacre the
Indians. The police have arrested the’
FOL, whose leaders are to be sub-
jected to “common justice” and put
on trial by the government's attor-
ney- genera],.

This is how the feudo-bourgeoisie
deals. with its peasantry, this is
‘how it answers the cry for “land and
freedom” from the wunfortunate race
oppressed. for so many centuries..

And how do the Stalinists, their
\ministers, their deputies and théir
‘trade union leaders react? Was it not
they who propagated the idea of the
in alliance
with the progressive bourgeoisie?
Now this alliance exists, the peasant
movement also exists, typically dem-

‘ject *

ocratic, the only one of _its kind in
the Americas, and the Stalinists col-
laborate in the massacre of the In-
dian and the destruction of his demo-
cratic movement. We are given a
visual demonstration of why Stalin
‘needs the program of the democratic
revolution in South America, in or-
der to penetrate to power' and to
fight' against the democratic move-
ments which spring up in spontane-
ous fashion, The Stalinists deal with
the Indians as they déalt not so long
ago with the miners of Potosi—they
massacre them. The role of the Sta-
linists is that of assistanis to the
‘feudo.- bourgeoisie, covering up for
thﬁ in the massacre of the Indians.
e bourgeoisie accuses the FOL
of organizing and preparing the as-
,sassinations in order to overthrow
and change the régime, accuses ihe
anarchists of being instruments /of
. the defeated =~ Nazi - fascist régime.
Here is the statement of the general
secretary of the FOL, Francisco Agui-
lar: “The delegates of the FOL have
never given instructions fo attack,
rob “or other such activities, but we
have specifically instructed them to
make demands for the building of
schools, the end of abuses, exactions
and shootings which the Indian suf-
fers at the hands of the landlord.
That is why the FOL and I have
criticized certain native sectors for
taking such an attitude recently.”
Today .everyone in ‘“Bolivia is
against the Indians—the church, the
bourgeoisie, the bureaucrats, the ur-
ban population, the landlords, the
police, the gover nment and the Sta-

\ linists. g *

* ATTITUDE OF POR 4

What is the attitude of the work-
ing cldss partles and trade unions?
It is strange that the parliamentary
represéntation of the POR (Bolivian
section of the Fourth International)
did not defend the Indians and de-
mand a hearing beiore the. Congress
- closed, although the Indian question
‘was very agitated and reprisals had
already begun against the FOL. One
of' the Trotskyist deputies declared
that “Those of the FOL must learn
through' experience, because they re-
our collaboration
against us in the countryside, and we
even have proof that they collabo-
rate with the government” (??).

There is no proof of collaBoration

‘between the FOL and the govern-

ment, ‘but, obvious proof of its strug-
gle with the government is.the re-
prisals now taking place. The fact is
that our comrades work in a sectar-

'jan and Stalinist spirit which rejects

the movement because it'is not “ours”
and refuses to aid and defend the
Indian because the Anarchists have
leadership of the movement. An 'ap-

proach of this natures leaves a Iarxu
movement without prétection, helps
the reaction to isolate it and unleash
‘a wave of terror which later on will
be directed: against the workers and
first of all against the POR. ;

The PSOB (Socialist Workers Par-
ty of Bolivia), which considers itself
Trotskyist without belonging te the
Fourth International, défended the
FOL in its organ, but in very frag-
mentary fashion. Its proposal to cre-
ate a “Committee in Defense of the
Indians” was strongly opposed by
the Stalinists and the Genegal As-
sembly of Workers.

There exists in La Paz a “National |
Workers Committee” formed by the .
Stalinists and Trotskyists to, fight for .
social security laws dealing with vol-
untary retirement and pension funds,
and this committee has not spoken
one word in défense of the Indians.

How shameful! S
SOCIALIST PROGRAM
To sum up: the revolutlonary

. working class parties and the unions

and fight

4

abandon the Indian in the hour of his
greatest misfortune because he is led
by the Anarchists. Thus they not only
hand over the Indian to.the feudo-
bourgeoisie, but they open a road for
reaction which will be turned agaipst
them:.

The “democrafic revolution” s
‘transformed into the feudo-bourgeoi-
sie counter-revolution with the aid
and collaboration of the Stalinists.

The Trotskyist party (POR), which
also' supports the program of the
democratic 1evolut1qn carried out un-
der the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat, does not lift a finger to defend;
a typically democratic movement.

The Indlan of the Bolivian plateau
'is abandoned and left to his own’
fate. The democratic 'movement is

isolated from the proletariat and

beaten over the head by the feudo-
bourgeoisie.

What further proof is needed that
the democratic movement as an iso-
lated phase, as a “national” revolu-
tion in a single country, is utopian?
That only the socialist revolution
'can solve postponed\democratic prob-
lems? i

Lima, Perl_}. June 15, 1947. %
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