~NEW RENT HIES THREATEN!

Stalinist Gai
Defeated by
NMU Delegates

s

Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!

BOR ACTION

OCTOBER 20, 1947

A PAPER IN THE IN'I‘}ERESTS'-OF SOCIALISM

0 28

FIVE CENTS

Landlord Lobby Opens Guns on All Control

NEW YORK, Oct. 14—Stalinism in
the American labor movement re-
ceived - most decisive blow in
vears at the National Maritime Un-
ion convention, now in its fourth

. week here in New York, In this vi-

tally important maritime union,
which the CP has for years manipu-
lated like a robot in accord with the
Stalinist line, an enraged member-
ship finally turned against the Sta-
linist wreckers.

The stalemate that had stalled the
convention was finally resolved in
favor of the anti-Stalinist forces, and
Curran is now able to command an
effective majority at the sessions.
Nevertheless, the Stalinjsts still con-
tinue their stalling tactics and. make
every effort to hinder the efficient
functioning of the delegates. d

Last Friday, Joseph Stack, a lead-
ing Stalinist in the union, whose sus-
pension from his post as vice-presi-
dent ‘has been previously reported in
LABOR ACTION, made his appeal
to the membership. After a full day
of deliberation, the membership
voted on Saturday to reject his plea
by.a majority of 353 to 351. By this
slim margin the previous decision of
Qhe-;membership--wasmpheld.- —

oy !

Gang

The Stalinists counter - attacked
against the Curran forces by bringing
unsubstantiated charges of discrimi-
nation against Harry Alexander and
R. J. Sullivan, union officials of Port
New Orleans and Curran supporters,
The delegates rejected these charges
by a vote of 389 to. 308.

Progress was made in the militant
development of the union when a
resolution was passed recommending
that clauses barring work stoppages
be eliminated from contracts with
the shipowners. These clauses, which
appear in the NMU’s agreements with
the employers, were the produci of
the Stalinist leadership’s class col-
laboration policy durmg ‘the war.
With the passage .of the Taft-Hari-
ley. anti- labor . law, the no - strike
clauses- put the union in a pariicu-
larly vulnerable position. Joseph Cuar-
ran, president of the union, declcred
that elimination of the clause would
place the NMU “in a free-wheel:n"‘
pesition” to fight the enslaving labor
leglslahon.

It appears probable that the con-
vention will complete its ‘work this
week. Next week’s LABOR ACTION
will carry a complete analysis of this
highly important .convention :

‘’Business as Usual”

Governs AFL Parley

By WILLIAM BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 11—The 86th
national convention of the American
Federation of Labor has been in offi-
cial session: for about a week. It is,
as yet, too early to comment on what
promised to be the most important
AFL gathering since the momentous
1935 convention that resulted in the
formation of the CIO. So far there
have been a small series of organiza-
tional steps, a great deal of top-scale
maneuvering, all kinds of speeching
by guests, the death of Counsel Jo-
seph Padway and an indicated stand
of some interest on political ac-
tion on which we shall report next
week, :
Despite the recent NLRB decision
that it was not necessary for the AFL
Executive Council to file “anti-Com-
munist” affidavits for the component

unions to receive official recognition

as bargaining agents, the Council has

decided to abolish all its vice-presi-
dencies in order to make certain that
“foderal locals” (those unaffiliated
with intermational unions) are given
that recognition. The purpose is ap-
parently to prevent any similar ex-
perience as when John L. Lewis re-
fused to sign the anti-Communist af-
fidavit and thereby supposedly in-

jured the entire Federation’s chance
for continued NLRB utilization. Nat-
urally, this move is regarded as a
setback for the mine union chief, al-
though his victory in forcing the

switch in NLRB policy appears fo
_have the greater significance.

Lewis' reputed ally, Bill Hutche-

- son, of the carpenters, has been given
-a recommended jurisdictional award

against the stage hands' union in the
Hollywood dispute. The final deci-
sion on this issue will rest with the
convention, and a lively battle is ex-
pected.

BUSINESS AS USUAL

The invited speakers have alter-
nately expressed two themes. One
group, comprising people like Sec-
retary of Labor Schwellenbach and
Minneapolis Mayor Humphrey, em-
phasized what a horrible deal the
Republican Congress had given la-
bor and urged that the AFL do some-
thing about it. Another contingent
has included General Mark Clark
and Legion National Commander
O'Neil, who insisted . that the AFL
abandon its-traditional position and

" come out for compulsory military

conscription. The most, significant

speech 'is still awaited, that of Ger-
man Social-Democrat Leader Kurt
Schumacher.

What does this first week ot ora-
tory and off-the-scenes activity in-
dicate for the entire convention?
First and foremost, there will likely
be no serious attempt to answer the
pressing needs of the labor move-
ment and the entire population. The
Taft-Hartley Act is law, prices are
still steadily rising, the government
has clearly revealed its anti-labor
bias, the housing crisis remains, fear
of coming depression is in every-
body’s mind—and the national lead-
ership of the largest.and oldest labor
federation seems bent on business as
usual.

There will undoubtedly be some
statement on political action and
possibly something like the  CIO’s
PAC set-up. But no one even dares
speculate on a break with the old
parties.

The largest wing of the Federation,
led by Tobin of the teamsters, is all
set to comply with the Taft-Hartley
Act, confining its opposition to a.
mild battle in the courts. Hence it
is ‘obvious why Lewis, despite the
all-out attacks upon him from all
corners, remains the symbol of mili-
tancy—Lewis, the political co-work-
er of Tom Dewey! How ironic that
the wultra - reactionary Hutcheson
should almost appear as an inde-
pendent “left winger” in opposition
to the other die-hards. At least he
is reported as considering ignoring
some of the provisions of the na-
tional Taft-Hartley Act.

CROSS CIO LINES

Even the old issue of the '35 dis-
pute has not been setiled. Severe
jurisdictional disputes, like the one
in the Hollywood studios, still wrack
the organization. The industrial un-
jon set-up, pushed in 1935 by those
who later formed the CIO, is alone
capable of putting a crimp in these
ridiculous conflicts, Much of the AFL
is now organized by industries in-
stead of crafts, but ‘the old outmoded
set-up still prevails in too many
spheres.

While the AFL leaders call for
organic unity with the CIO, AFL
unions in the convention city this
week crossed two CIO picket lines.
(See West Coast column -on page 2.)

In every way, the boys entrenched
in -the top positions of the AFL are
showing themselves to be more and
more incapable of solving any of the
.essential tasks of -their membership.
‘Maybe ~something worthwhile will
come from them in the coming week,
but this observer seriously doubts it.

WP Candidate

In Detroit
Polls 4,639

DETROIT, Oct. 11 — Herman
Benson, . candidate of the
Workers Party for mayor,
polled a total of 4,639 votes in
the October 7 primary elec-
tions. This represents 1.8 per
cent of the total vote of 250,-
000. Benson was the first can-
didate ever run by the Work-
ers Party in the city of De-
troit, where it has had a
branch for about five years.

The three main capitalist’ candi-
dates, Jeffries, Van. Antwerp :and
Corhell, who were all : heavily
financed by business and. conserva-
tive elements, which made it possi-
ble for them to buy all forms of
publicity, polled 228,536 votes. The
votes Qf the other candidates follow

' Gerald E. Adams ._____
Herman Benson __ :
Howard Lerner ___.

Joseph J. Mogor 2,479

E. D. Lembessis ... i 2,256

Alfred C. Semande ._.__ 1,864
The campaign of the Workers

Party centered - around: the slogan

“For an Independent Labor Party,”

and ‘criticized- sharply the present
political .policy of the CIO and the-
AFL which supports sb-called ~lib-~
erals in the Democratic and Repub-
lican Parties.

Calling for, rent control, a mora-
torium on evictions, enforcement of
laws against discrimination and for
full sacial, political and economic
equality for Negroes and all minori-
ties, the plaiform and campaign ma-
terial of the party attacked the lead-
ership of the local labor movement
for its bankrupt political policies.

The CIO, which had bitterly fought
Jeffries for the past four years, ran
no candidate against him and in
fact gave him passive support. The
AFL, ‘which had endorsed him in
1945, threw its support to Van Ant-
werp, who initiated his campmgn by
a call for increased police violence
against the striking garage mechan-
ics in the city.

Benson spoke twice over the radio,
addressed a public meeting Sspon-
sored by the party and participated
in an election forum sponsored by
Briggs Local 212. The leaders of sev-
eral local community organizations
supported his campaign actively. The
party issued 15,000 copies of its elec-
tion platform and sold several thou-
sand copies of a special election pam-
phlet entitled: “Stop the Enemies of
the Working People.”

.The. Socialist Workers Party,
which has collaborated tclosely with
Stalinist elements during the elec-
tions, rejected a proposal for a joint
election campaign with the Workers
Party. Lerner was its candidate.
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Nothing at Philly Hearing

By JACK RADER, WP Candidate
for City ‘Council, Fifth District.

PHILADELPHIA—The congressionalt
committee investigating the high
cost of living held an investigation
here last week. Spokesmen from la-
bor and consumer organization pre-
sented facts and figures fo prove that
the people’s living standards were
being driven into the ground by run-
away prices. The CIO spokesmen
proved that wages were NOT  the
cause of higher prices, and that, in
fact, wages were so far behind price
increases that workers were faced
with cutting their expenditures all
along the line for clothing, food and
rents.

How bad is the price situation?
How badly is it affecting people’s
lives? The Philadelphia hearings
brought out some remarkable facts. -
Increases in groceries like lard and
in the last six
weeks, from 20 per cent to 212 per
cent. Eggs are now selling at from
79 to 99 cenis a dozen, against 71
cents a month ago. A very large
number of workers and middle class
families are turning to margarine be-
cause butter is out-of reach. Meat is
disappearing. from people’s diets.
Housewives spend hours trying fto
figure ways and means of saving
pennies on food. Because of the very

high foed pf:ces, maost farmlies are
not buying wmter clothes, 'Ihey are
doing their best ‘with last years

Consumer groups testified .that ,the
cost of' living in Philadelphia had
doubled since 1939: But most fnght-
éniflg was the rapid increase of 41
per cent, in ‘the one year since 1948,
with no stop in sight. Putting the
relation of wages to prices inio dol-
lars and cents, it‘'was reported that-
it now costs’ $3, 575 64 a year to keep
a Phﬂadelphla farmly of four in a’

condition of & “minimum of health

and decency.” This minimum is very
slim, indeed. And yet very few work-'
érs earn the -$70- a ‘week necessary’
to meet this minimum budgét.

It was pointed out that “even dur-'

ing the war (when many workeérs

worked long overtime hours) this

figure was never attained by a large
proportion of American workers.”
This was reported by Proféssor
Claude G. Bowman of Temple Uni-
versity.

A statistical study submltted to
the congressional committee ShOWed_

that an increase of less than 2 per
cent in prices could have absorbed
all of the wage increases since the
end of.the war.

After all of these facts were pre-
sented to the committee it became

clear that the commlttee had no pro-_

gram. whats{}ever for bringing prices
back. To the plea for restoration of
OPA and of price ceilings, the com-
tnittee replied with an expression of
helplessness. They could not legally
roll prices back. And OPA: had
proved a failure. Therefore..."sup-
ply and demand would settle price
levels.” That is the identical excuse

given for the killing of OPA last .

summer by :the Chamber of Com-
merce,

- The: Workers Party . was not per-
mitted to present its program for
the reduction of the price level, de-
spité the fact that we had applied
for a hearing several weeks in ad-
vance. The excuse was that ne po-
litical groups were permitted to ap-
pear. Of course, this is mighty weak
camonflage. The members of the com-
zpi'tt‘ee are themselves politicians,
and all of the witnesses who ap-
peared had political opinions, which
'rfaany of them expressed.

If the Commitiee is looking for a
program to keep prices down, then
what does it matter who presents it?
The excuse is farcical. The truth is
that the Republicans and Democrats
‘are already well represented on this
committee and in Congress. It is
part.of the maintenance of the politi-
cal monopoly of the capitalist parties

(Continued on page 2)

Governmenf
Board Aids
Rent Gouge"

The National Association of
Real Estate Boards, represent-
ing 28,000 brokers throughout
the country, has announced the
opening of its campaign to end
all rent controls when the pres-
ent law expireson Fehruqry 29.

This will not come as a. sur-
prise to the millions of people
who are renters. The last ses-
sion of Congress, in voting. ﬂle
present bill, had giready put
the knife to rent contrél,

. The NAREB, which was nameéd in
a federal indictment ‘“charging a
criminal conspiracy  in ‘ Washington
to peg fees and restrain  irade
housing,” has large sums of money
to carry out its campnign’ "to hl'ing
about the expiration of oqp,tl'els .as
now specified by law.” It gets plenty
of help from Washington.

Despite the lamentations of | the
Administrator, Housing Expeditér
Frank Creedon passed favorably on
a recommendation of the Louisville
control board granting !ax}dlprds_a
blanket 5 per cent increase in rents,
Interestingly enough, the Louisville
board is composed of membem con-

nected with the real estate m;prhs_t;s .

‘The , NAREB campaign will "un-
(loubtedly ‘result  in ; angther.. SHftle”
victory for the profitéers, It ‘was this
body which originated the 15 iier
cent “voluntary” rent inérease clause
contained in the present law. Cree-
don’s boast that such rent-boost
leases ‘were signed by ,only 1,282,253
tenants out of 15,700,000 renters over-
looks the fact that this s 1,282,253
tenants more than would -~ have
signed such leases had the rotften
bill passed by Congress been vetoed
and the veto sustained. =

Supported by outstanding. senators
and representatives and the big busi-
ness press, the NAREB is emphasiz-
ing its hypocritical campaign - with
the statement the remowval of -all
controls will “do away with widste-
ful use of housing ()" and *“the

,quicker will disappear the hardships

now being suffered by many of our.
veterans.”

These real estate liars can be
halted in their tracks by amn intensi-
fied campdign for stricter rent con-.
trol and large-scale publis housing.

Timidity will never overcome the
rich and powerful real estate lobby.
What is needed is a vigorous mobil-
ization of the mass .of people -behind

«a militant program such &s i§ advo-

cated by the Workers Party and LA-
BOR ACTION:

e Organize tenants’ committees.

e Fight for legislation to declare a
moratorium on evictions.

e Fight to prevent evictions of any
of your neighbors.

e Don't pay more rent! :

e Fight for a nation-wide public
housing program to meet the needs
of people!

Hall Debates Schemnger on UAW Caucuses

Buffalo UAW Militants Hear Detroit WP Organizer Argue’Union Issue with Addes-Thon;cs. Representative

By JIM DONNA
BUFFALO — Sunday night, October

5, the Buffalo Branch of the Workers .

Party most successfully revived a
practice which, once recognized as
an integral part’of labor politics, has
been too long ignored in this city:
the public debate.

Under the title, “Which Caucus for
Militants?,” Ben Hall, Detroit organ-
izer of the Workers Party, spoke in
support of the Reuther Caucus in the
UAW, while George Scheitinger, an
international representative of the
UAW, spoke in behalf of the unions
Addes-Thomas faction,

Leading off, Scheitinger questioned
the motiges of the Workers Party in
supporting Walter Reuther, finally
reasoning that the Workers Party is
politically ‘“grasping straws” and
“gsiding with anyone who opposes
Russia.” Next he attacked the posi-
tion of Reuther on the clause in the
UAW constitution referring to the
exclusjon from union office of Com-
munists, Nazis and fascists, saying

that he 'opposed “second-class - citi-

zenship” in the UAW. “Since the

Workers Party people say they -are

ihe irue communists,” he said, “will

they be forced some day to appeal to

Reuther not to throw them out of

ihe union for being communists?” He

then recalled several incidents in

various locals where Reuther had -
full information on the activities of

admitted communist UAW members

but took no action against them. This

proved, - he maintained,- that the

“commie issue” is being used by
Reuther as' a “red herring.”

" He stated emphatically that the Ad-

des - Thomas faction wholeheartedly -

supported the GM strike. As opposed.
to this type of union spirit he, offered
as an example the Allis-Chalmers
situation, where Reuther “put’ poli-
tics before the picket line” and cov-
ertly “sought support”' from “just
plain scabs.” In support of these
charges he guoted from the Wage
Earner, organ of the ACTU, and re-
ferred the audience to the minutes
of the 1941 convention wherein Vic-
tor Reuther-stated his support -of-the

right wing of Allis-Chalmers local.
- Asserting his - unequivocal opposi- -

tion to'the Taft-Hartley bill, Schei-
tinger . warned of the dangers to the
labor movement that lie in. the sign-

ing of the anti-Communist affidavits. -

In the recent meeting of the UAW
International -~ Executive Board in
Buffalo, “Reuther,” he said, “juggled
the question of the affidavits” by

speaking in favor of signing and vot- .

ing against signing. “Emil Miwey, the
militant,” he  continued, “votéd for
signing. Can the Workers Party sup-

" port this?” he asked.

The. first of the remaining three
major points of Scheitinger’s pres-
entation dealt with the question of
incentive pay,’ which révolved about
his interpretation’ of the incident

. where Reuther's name appeared on
‘an ‘NPA statement—a statement - by

Reuther 1o the effect that he . was
“in favor of an increase in produc-
tivity”"—and the fact ‘that Reuther’s

" own local in Detroit had a-percent-

age of piecework © jobs. ' Secondly,
while -defénding - the right of - free

' of! the debate.

worship, Scheitinger asserted that
the ACTU composes the numerical
majority in the Reuther Caucus and
called attention to.the provision in
the ACTU constitution which ‘states
that the archbishop shall be the final
determinant in making ACTU pol-
icy. “In this case,” he asked, “is Reu-
ther against outside interference?”
Finally, he spoke of the support now
coming {o Reuther from the big busi-
ness press, such as the New York
Daily News, and read a letter writ-
ten by Gerald K. Smith which con-
tained Smith’s admission of secret
support to Reuther as against the

: COmmumst Party and the statement

that “Reuther is alive to the Jewish

- issue.”

Hall was then introduced and im-
mediately set the tone for . his side
“In this debate,”- he
said, “we are speaking of and deal-
ing with union militants and must
debate on this basis: which type of

_wotker is atiracted to which caucus

»—and why.” He followed, “I don’t

want this to be bogged down with

-

recriminations, gossip, petty '.inm-
dents and analysis on the basis of
purely episodic events.”™

In order that a number of the
charges made by Schemnger be dis-
pelled in short order, he reviewed
the smear material outlined in the
“Addes agitators’ handhook” (eircu-
lated only among leadmg Addes-
Thomas supporters) and compared it
to the material contained in the for-

mal, public statement made by the -

Addes-Thoriss group, dated OQctober
3. He pointed out that Addes-Thom-
as, desperate though they are, were

forced to delete the greater amount '

of fabrications and distortions aimed
at Reuther for the public statement
because the charges being circulated
;emldszcretly were completely un-
ounded and could not be
officially defended. B o
Here Hall established his approdch
to an investigation of the real dif-
ferences between the two contending
groups in the UAW. Beginning with
the 1942 convention and the question

(Continued on pege 4)
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- Ohio Eabor Can

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND — Ceveland's main in-
dependent labor candidate made an
excellent showing in the September
30 primary, placing third in a field
of ten candidates. John A. De Vito,
a militant leader of Fisher Body Lo-
cal 45, UAW-CIO, drew a total of
1279 \zo.tes out, of: 8871 ballots cast in
the. 32nd Ward councilmanic race.
Accordmg to Cleveland law, elec-
tions ‘this year are “non- partlsan

and candtdates have no; party desig-
natlon on, the hallot, Prlrnary elec-
tions are held. the end. of Septem-
ber, wlth a]l n,ommees placed on this,
ballot‘_ The two nominees polhng the,
most votes for, each office are then
the candidates in “the regular No-
vember election.

Since; De Vito. placed; third- in the
primary, he is now out of the run-
ning for councilman. However, he
was only 91; votes. behind. the: second
place man, which means that he
missed. being placed on, the Novem-
ber ballot by. just over one per cent
of the votes cast. This fine showing
is sure to make an impression. on
those Cleveland workers who have
been told that independent labor
candidates. cannot compete against
the old-line party machines.

De Vito was _up against powerful
opposition: in this campaign, the
leading. candidate being Anton Ve-
'hovec, a, former councilman, a mem-
ber of one of the, railroad brother-
hoods, and” a well known figure in
the 32nd Ward: The. second place
man is. William M.,-Boyd, a former
siale senator and representative, a
former steel “worker and, according
to. his own literature, “labor’s
staunchest: advocate in politics,”

STOOD ON LABOR PROGRAM:

The 32nd Ward (Colhnwood) is a
heavrl}r mdustrrah?ed and, worklng
class ‘residential area, and most of
the councﬂmamc asplrants clalmed
to be labor candidates of one ‘sort
or another Bemdes Vehovec and
Boyd; 'who said they were friends
of. labor, the followmg were in the
runmng Pat Rannallo, busmess agent
for Local 436, AFL Teamsters, Domi-
nick Ciolli, national representatwe
for the MESA and Joseph ‘Poznik,
1ormer executwe ‘committee mem-
ber ‘of Local 70, UAW-CIO.
De tho was truly an 1ndependent
~labor, man, haying no desire for ei-
thqr Democratlc or, Republgcan sup-
port, bemg the, candlda}e of, the 43nd
1&'_;;1 Joint Labor PAC, and_being
ndorsed, by the Cuyahoga County
"C CIO. the Cleveland, Central
god,y of the Brotherhood of Ra:lroad

a,mmen and many Iocals of the
USA UE, UAWA and IAM. The
Fishe‘r Body Local. contrlbuted heav
11y in ﬁnances and forces to help
De. Vito, who is the;r chief shop
steward and member of the Execu-
twe,,Boa.rd

De Vito did not use his union con-
nechons just, for vote catchmg, but

stood on a union program. As he.

some. of his campaign

stated; in,

speeches, his rivals. were “frrends of,

- labor,”. while "he WAS: labor,”
With this campaign. experience. be-

hind them, many, of, the workers in.
the-Collinwood area realize the need;
of a permanent. organization te run,
independent labor candidates, and-

plans: are being: made to. keep: the
Ward: PAC- Clab an alive. and grow-
ing, force in: the neighborhood.

. Cleveland’s. second. independent la-

bor candidate was Robert A. Sivert,
of the IAM, running as the PAC can-
didate for councilman in the 22nd
Ward. Due to the newness of this
PAC Club and the lack of any large
or influential unions in the ward,
Sivert placed last among five run-
ners. Plans are being made to build
the PAC Ward, Clyh, and tp, profit
from this years expenences m the
nexﬁ electlons

STEP. FORWARD

There were three in the running
for' mayor, of Cleve' nd: Burke, the
present: mayor, Democrat, ess, R__e-
publican; and Pu 1 Independent
Democrat, Burke, has_ ad. labor: sup-

HCL C

(Continued. from page 1),

fo keep. independent labor gohtu;al
groups from recognition. That: is the
meaning; of. the, committeg’s refusal
to hear the Woarkers Party. program.

There. is anothe,r reason and, ﬂl,at
is the program_‘o!‘ the, Wox‘k rs Party
itself,’ In comp
ideas. presenteﬁ

fo_the committee, md

the ideas expressed, by the’ comnﬂltee
itself, our, program is th,a only 'ong,

that can make any sense ‘o the ma-
jority of, warkers. The heaﬂ. of; our
program is that. the people them-

selves, have. the_power, to. institnte

and en.forx:e control ‘of priees

Umon . price commlttees, democratx-
cally eleoted by the workers ﬂ’lerl'n*
selves, could pohce prices  at, . the

point of retail sale. From the factory.

to the consumer, labor. and crmsdm—
ers can control prlces,

We are fnr restoration of: OPA, and.;

MINE WORKERS
SEEK. POLITICAL.
ACTION. AVENUE.

By G. M¢DERMQTE
WEST VIRGINIA, - Sept.
workers are looking for a method' of
fighting the bosses_ pohtma]ly

This was shown recently at the
West Virginia State AFL cun\ftmuun
in Charlestown when rsmk and: file
delegates from Hnl% Wprkers

Mirie,
locals attacked the “horseand bu
political policy of the state AFL and

called.on the AFL to set up a Politi-
cal Acl.ion Committee.

This motron. opposed by most: .of
the AFL higher-ups, was defeated.
A substitute. motion_ called for the
deieat of West V:rgima leglslators
who supported, the Tatt-Hariley bill:
This motion. passed.

The West Virginia. labor. meyement.

is up agamst a problem here. Some.
West, Vlrglnia congmssqen voted
against the, Taft, Harfley, bill, byt
these same. congressmen had sup-
ported the Presidents injunction.
against the mine strike. Actually, no
Republican or Denmcrat has. a: rec-
ord aneeptahle to labnr A spluﬁon
to.the. prohlem would. be for worklng
lsecmleJ who. are_the. majority of . the.
people in the state, to rm.Mmd-.
ent labor candidates,

An analysis of the political and
egonomic structure of Poland, helps
throw light on the problems of all’
the Hastern European countrizs and
Stalinism in general.

LABOR ACTION and THE NEW
INTERNATIONAL (its companion
thepretical monthly magazine) have
carried. more articles anglyzing. the
evénts. in Poland.than any other pub-
lications in the United States,

Here are just a few of the articles
that you have missed if you haven't
been a subscriber to LABOR ACTION
and THE NEW INTERNATIONAL:
POLISH '~ RESISTANCE = AGAINST

STALINIST RULE—Port_ra.it of a,

“Country 'on Wheels,” by Andrzej

Rudzienski (Labor Action, 8-25-16)
THE PROBLEMS OF THE POLISH

REVOLUTION, by A. Rudzienski

(The New International, August,

1946, Part I—September, 1946, Part

be e X
THI.CLASS, NATURE, OF THE POL-,

ISH STATE. by Ernest Erber (Tnec

New International, July, 1947, Part

I—August, 1947, Part ID)
ANTI-SEMITISM AND POLISH LA~

BOR, by A. ‘Rudzienski (Tre New

Internatlonnj January, 1947)

'rma TR.A..DITIONS OF.- BPOLISH- 50~
11SM—The Influence. of Rosa

Luxe burg, by, A, Rudzienski (The.

New nternational, February, 1947)
THE ‘REFERENDUM  IN: "POLAND,

PAUL BERN, Press. Mapnager
4 Court Square..
kong. I;Iand City. 1, N.. Y.

Please. enter. my. subscription. for one year to The NEW INTER-

NATIONAL and -LABOR AGTION ‘and send me a complete set of articles
on- the’ Follsll ques-llon that hnve nppeurld in ilsese publlcqﬂaus since

the beglnnlng of -1946:

Enclosed find- $3.00 to cover this snbmripﬁon.

Address-
City. ..
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by A. Rudsienski
9:-2-46) .

A LETTER. FROM, A READER, ON
POLAND—A Reply by Irving; Howe
Labor - Aétion, 2-3-47)

(Labor Action,

THE THIRD: FRONT ‘OF; SOCIALISM

IN;POLAND, by A, quzieq&kl (Lea-
bor Actidn, 5-5-47)

WHO HEADS- THE S’I‘AL‘[NIST QUIS-
LING. GOVERNMENT! IN" POLAND?.
—GPU Agr.m.a Masqueraﬁg as Life-
Long Revblutionists,” by Al Rud-
zienski (Labor Action, 3--4T)

ATRAGEDY THAT. BLEEDS—Katyn
Massacre, by A. Rudmenski (Labor
Actmn, 6-30- 47)

[

We have listed only ten out of 32
articles that have appeared in LA-
BOR ACTION and. THE NEW IN-
TERNATIONAL since. the. beginning
of 1946. You can obtain a complete
list of these articles by writing to
our office. They are for salei New.
International, ‘single copies: 35 cents;
—Labor, Action, single copies 0,
cents. o o oA

But. why dom’t. you get all. these,
articles, and, makes cerlnln that  you
will not, miss future nneu? Sl ‘yl_
SUHSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR F}P
BOR ACTION. AND "THE NEW IN=
TERNATIONAL at. the regular rates
and we_will_send. you.a, eomp}e!m set
of all 32 aﬂie!eu,

Siulo 3t
(Th re e\ anly a llmuad number o£ theae &ej:s s,vmlable. A,rter ‘thia
B(ls exhauéted laté subscrlbers wi!l receive incomplate qets)

arison wltfq the other’

30— Mine.

-of, P,a,lesl;ne, and. removal of. direct

port in the past but has done much
to disillusion his followers. He has
blamed the labor movement for this
country’s. “troubles,” and has. par-
ticularly gained the dislike of Fisher
Body workers for vetomg Council-
approved ‘permission for a tag. day
in behalf of- GM- strikers in the last
big strike.

Ness.is; openly. the candidate of the
o_nen-shoy imius‘triplists and will not’
“he: forgatten as' the safety director
whp, led the cops in armed battle
against' Fisher, Body strikers some
ye@!‘a back. Pncel is a councilman’
who ‘has ‘built up a record in recent
yea.rs as belng prmlabnr He consid-

rittee -~

price ceilings, but OPA, when it did
exist; did not keep the lid down. The
law itself must be enforced by labor
and, consumers’ committees, The cap-

" italists a.lways find’ ianpholes in laws
they do °t - like.

The Workers Party is for imme- |

diate wage’ mcreases to defend the
peoples standard of living, these
wage. increases to come out“of proi-
its:  wage increases w;thout price in-
creases, the. program of ‘the Gene;al
Motors workers last year

OFFENSIVE NEEDED

Above all, an actwe militant labor
oﬂenswe agamst thh “prices is neces-
sary. ‘Labor” must - ‘make ' ‘clear that it,
wm not Bo hungr_y amidst plenty
and-ata tsme of full' productlon and
empﬁoyrnent Escalator- 'clauses in
unia;m contracts, whlch give wage
mcreases w1th pnce “rises, would act
as ‘a restramt on the proﬂteers

Such a l;hnr nﬁensive should have

as its logical ‘outéome’ workers’ con-

trol of the food industries under
. government ownership. Since the
profiteers.. cannot. supply the people

with féod, théy have no right to the,

control and’ prnﬁ\ts of "these indus-

tries Only "labor, rem-esenting the.

pgglge, can provide a world of plen-
ty.for;all.

This 'is. the program. against which,

the congressional committee has es-
tablished a conspiracy of silence, the
program of the Workers Party.

ers himself- an insurgent Democrat
and, while leaning heavily on the
unions for support, he has done noth-
ing to disassociate himself from the
old line capitalist parties,

The Cleveland Industrial: Union
Council and the PAC-CIO county or-
ganization voted to support Burke
and Pucel for mayor. In the primary,
Burke and Ness ran first and second
thereby becoming nominated for. the
November election. Pucel polled
about 23.per cent of the ballots, but
is now out-of the race.

Despite the fact that there were
only two independent labor candi-
dates_in. the primary and even though
neither gained a nomination, and. de-
spite the official union leadership’s
support. of Burke. and Pucel, Cleve-
land labor has taken a step in the
direction of building a Labor Party
and has learned some important les-
sons. In a forthcoming issue of LA-
BOR ACTION an analysis will be
made of the role played by various
elements in the primaries and of the
De Vito campaign in particular.

By WILLIAM. BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 10— The
“Mamas' OPA” fight against rising
dairy products begun. by. San Fran:
cisco housewife - consumers groups
has received: the unanimous backing
of the large Local 10 of the CIO
Longshoremen and' has forced the.
'Health and Welfare Committee of
the ‘Board of Supervisors to request
a consumers’ price hearing before.
the State Bureau of Milk Control,

As spokesmen for the Sunnyﬂale
Project Shoppers announced 'that:
their week-long boycoit: of all- dairy-
products was “99 per cent eﬂectwe,
a coordinating city-wide Consumer
Conference on Skyrocketing ‘Prices
was scheduled for Ottober! 13, to

spread such actions as’ the boycott:
and to plan testimony for the -visit-’

ing congressional sub - commitiee on
price increases.

Milk distributors have answered
the charges of exorbitant milk prices
with the. usual wail that prices for
other commodities have gone up
much more. However, none have de-
nied that there is an unusually large
surplus available. In fact, City Su-

Amnesty Dem_o,nsftdfors at Freedom. Tnc_ljn_.

Arrested; Freed. as Cops Grope for Reason

The 19 amnesty demonstrators ar-
rested at the Freedom Train Septem-
ber 25 were tried at the Mulberry
Street Court by Magistrate Harry G.
Andrews, who dismissed the defend-
ants when the trial brought. to light
that an agreement with the police
as to the time and place of the dem-
onstration had previously been made.

Theodore Diamond and; Carl Rach-
lin, attorheys for the Workers De¢
fense League and the American Civ-
il Liberties Union, listened atten-
tively as the first witness, Assistant
Chief- of Police, Inspector Frank Fris-
tensky, made his statement, Fristen-
sky charged that “buses were unable
to discharge their passengers” and
that “demonstrators entirely ob-
structed traffic.” He further stated
that' he tried to, get the group to
move to the south 51de of the street
where there was “more room,” and
that the defendants had ‘“asked to
be arrested.” )

Patrolman O'Brien, when ques-
tioned specifically about one of the
group, Bayard Rustin, did not know

exactly why.the arrest was made ex-
cept. that. another officer told him
that he should be arrested too—so
he arrested him. *“But on what
charge?” Defense Attorney Diamond
asked. O'Brien hemmed. and hawed
and finally said:it was for failure.to
move on.

The Demonstrators for Amnesty
gave a rather simple explanation of
the events. At 6:30 Fristensky or-
dered. the picket line reduced to 20.
This was done. The length of: the
line was shortened to a fraction of
its original length. At 7:00 he ordered
the group. to the other side of the
street. When they insisted on their
right to continue, the police dragged
niné of them bodily across the street.
When they refused to demonstrate
there, they were arrested.

" Read and. Subscribe
to The '
New. International

Notes on West Coast
Labor Movement...

pervisor. Christopher, a. dairy dis-
tributor himself, had this to say:

“I have been offered three to four
thousand gallons a day. There must
be a surplus. I see no reason why
this cannot be disposed, of at a cen-
tral: location a few cents cheaper
than it is in the stores. The Farmers’
Market would do, or even the plants
themselves.” .~ -

The extent of this struggle by San
Franciscans was. revealed last week
by a picket line set” up: by children
in one area against a five-cent in-
crease in the price of ice cream
cones.

' °

Arthur Miller, arbiter in the cur-
" rent waterfront dispute, has ordered
the. reopening of  the Los Angeles
and: Long Beach ports, closed by the
waterfront employers as part of
their struggle against the strike of
the walking bosses affiliated with the
CIO longshoremen.

Latest reports also announce that
Miller has likewise insisted that
longshore pickets be removed from

the struck vessels of the Luckenbach.

Steamship Company. The official rea-
son is that the picket lines répresent
“collusion” between the walking
bosses and the stevedores, Longshore-
man Presidént Harry Bridges has ap-
parently . “reluctantly” accepted the
decision.

The strike had already been dealt
a serious blow by a section of the
labor movement when officials of the
Sailors Union of the Pacific an-
nounced they would no longer honor
the picket 'lines, since they were
part of a “phony beef.”

®

Speaking of AFL-CIO relations,
the AFL teamsters in San Francisco,
upon the presumed personal orders
of Dave Beck, have begun to de-
liver goods to the stores and ware-
houses of Sears-Roebuck, struck by
the CIQ warehousemen for several
weeks. What effect this will have on
the AFL clerks, who have refused to
cross. the CIO's picket line, is as yet
unknown. When Teamster Interna-
tional President Tobin, in town for
the AFL convention, was asked about
this scabbing by his union, he re-
plied that it was a local matter about
which he knew little, Guess the big
shots have too many weighty prob-
lems of rivalry and maneuvering to
consider at their conclave fo bother
about such trivial items.

For Barberia
In SF Vote

Ask Support

In the coming municipal elec-
tions in San Francisco there i§
one candidate for mayor who de-
serves the support of all. working.
people. This candidate is Frank
Barberia, who, in this legally non-
‘partisan election, is running as a
Socialist. :
Barberia is running on a plat-
form which on all matters vital-
ly affecting, the working people,
such as housing, sales tax, the’
transportation system, discriminas#
tion, ete:, is thoroughly progres-
sive. Even more important, in:his
campaign he is: emphasizing the
necessity for labor to organize its
own independent political: party
(Labor Party) free of any. ties:
with the Democratic and Republi=
can Parties ‘of big business. In his
campaign, Barberia is making no
attempt to promise all things to
all men, but appeals directly, to
the working men and. women of
the city to vote for him as a'man
who stands for independent, mili-
tant labor politics and socialism.

The Workers Party has. no
member of its' own running in
this election. Though we disagree
with Barberia on many important
questions, we do not feel %hat
these disagreements have or should
have any bearing on the support
of readers of LABOR ACTION or
of 'workers generally for his can-
didacy in this election. Barberia:
is also supported by The Militant.
" LABOR ACTION is well aware
of the fact that the leadership of:
the labor movement in San Fran-
cisco has again prevailed:on their
membership to support a candi-
date who stands for “company:
unionism” in politics, that is, for
capitalist politics,

We urge the readers of LABOR
ACTION to disregard any claims
that Havenner, or any other can-
didate, is really a candidate of:
labor. The only real candidate of:
labor, whether he be endorsed by
the trade union bureaucrats or’
not, is Frank Barberia, because he
stands for a labor program and’
an independent Labor Party.

Be sure to go to the polls. Vote
for Frank Barberid for mayor.

San Francisco Bay Area
Branch, Workers Party,
October 11, 1947.

Pr esents His Vtew
On Ruleshne Issue

Dear detor

Ed Findley’s article on the UNSCOP
(LABOR ACTION Sept. 29) . correct-
ly, re; et‘:ts both the masorlty and, mi-
nority reports as now fonnulated
He correctl,v pmnts out that the mi-
nority;. report in no way. satlsﬁes the
mimmum needs, of the Jews nor
does. it_eliminate “outside” control, of
the country. He rejects the majority
because of, its complete imperialist
contrpl durmg ‘the “interim” period
and.for, the fact.that,it.places. an . out-
side “arb:ter” (read
over, the, economic uhion.

Where Ed F;ndley is wrong is in,
rejqcting the prmmple of politxcal
pariltlon pius economic parh’uon—lf
not in prmclple, then as completely
unfeasible and unaccepiable

There, iy no doubt that. democratic
Arab-Jewish cooperation, guarantee-

ing the national rights of both, is a

'preferable solution to partit:on How-
ever, a large section of the Jewish
pOpulatlon desn'es a Jewish sover-
eign state in Palestme although a
partitioned one,

Our att:tude _to the partition of
Palestine can “in pmnmpié be no
dltierent from our attitude toward-
the partitioning of  India. In India,
too, we did not advocate partrtmn
but said that if the Moslems—who
are; by, no; meaps. a, nationality—de-
sire, l=e1:>:=1r:=\tmn. Marxlsts must. sup-.
port the demand, if the, Moslems so
want.

A's-revolutionary Marx1sts we must
recognize the right of any national
minority: to. separate. itself; from: the;
majority and. form its own indepen-
dent. state. True, we don't always
urge them to employ this. right.

In Palestine; the Jews seem to de-
sire to exercise that right NOW.
Such a bold: course. would imme-
diately alleviate the burning need of
the. Jewish DPs. and. would satisfy
the yearnings of many Jews for sov-
ereignty. and independence. In addi-
tion, they.recognize the weakness. of
the. Jewish position in. present - day
society that can only go. from bad.
to worse in capitalist society and
that. partition is the most they can
realistically hope for.

Economic unity at the same time
would preserve all the main advan-
tages. that accrue.to a umted coun-
try, Anybody, denying. the p0351b1hty
of Jewish-Arab economic union is
in.;a poor. position to propose any so-
lution; that; requires greater mutual
trust; and: Jewish-Arab cooperation.

Bartition, too, means immediate.
independence for: the. Arab portion

\

“(:ontroller“) :

-was, another would - be.: status. quo

imperialist rule from another seg-
ment of the world.

It is well to note that some "Trot-
skyrsts in Palestlne are for partition
and proposed a concrete plan to the
UN whose boundaries do not differ
too greatly from the majority com-
mittee boundarles (Of course, it did
not call for a free city of Jerusalem.)

The position of, revolutionary so-
cialists,. in my opinion, should be

immediate independence of both' the

proposed Jewish and Arab states of
partitioned. Palestine, econgmic unity
with no outside controller and the
further. unity of both states in a So-
cialist Federation of the Near East.
Comradely yours,
Al Findley.

Winthrop AIdRICH

And "Freedom. Train"

Editor:

This is a continuation of my letter
in.the September 15:issue of LABOR.
ACTION. dealing. with.the Freedom
Train. Using the Freedom Train in
this particular epoch isn’'t, mere. co-
incidence—it. has subtler. implica-
tions. It is banal, but nevertheless
necessary, to point. out once. again
that when public figures such as
those who dedicate and will continue
to dedicate Freedom Train at each
stop of its journey use terms such
as. demoeracy, free enterprise, ‘the
American way of life, etc., they are
insidiously selling the vast mass of.
Americans on the idea that America
is synonymous, with capitalism.

Let's take a look at one of these
purveyors of good, solid, dyed-in-the-
wool, honest-to-God. patriots who
sound off on occasions such as Win-
throp. W. Aldrich, chairman of the
American Heritage Foundation,
which sponsors Freedom Train, is
a case in point. In truth, his is a case
history of what, lies at the rootf of
all. feverish flag waving, chest
thumping mpatriots who take the
stump in public and proclaim their
undying love for God, flag and coun-
try.

Speaking at the Train's. opening.
in. New York, September 24, Mr.
Aldrich (it wouldn’t be a bad idea
to capitalize the last four letters in
his name) deported himself in this
fashion: “It is the keeping of our
freedom that concerns us today. Not
only does time dull the luster of the

brightest. faith, unless it is refreshed
—but strange and alien. doctrines.
have sprouted like weeds in our
midst. There. is. in the world today
a tremendous. conflict of ideas.” '

Also on te.rostrum. with AldRICH

guardian, one Theodore Kiendl, cor-
poration lawyer. (Isn't it beyond. all
comprehension. that those who stand
highest on the social. ladder are al-
ways the ones who tell poor little
you and me that WE are in danger?
Little you and me, collectwely, were
shipped by the boatload overseas
into all sorts of danger,; and when
we arrived home and found housing

out of reach, food prices ascendmgf_

and spirals all along the line, not a
word of OUR danger did we hear
from these hzghly stationed person-
ages.) Mr. Kiendl waved his flag
thusly: “Our citizens must and will
be inspired to resist attempts from
whatever source 'to undermine or
weaken the American way of life.”
Note the constant.
the American way and other inter-
polations brought into play here by
these two great Americans, But let's
take a look at Mr. AIdRICH:in ac-
tion, where he makes his living; and
with whom he judges he can make a
good horse irade. That's more to the
point.

We have it from former Ambas-
sador Dodd, who in his' diary re-
cently* published, annotated, under
the following date, these delicious
items:

“August 11 (19)), Friday. Winthrop
W. Aldrich, president of the Chase
National Bank, New York, came at
11:30 to express satisfaction with the
German financial plan. under which
repudiation of German bonds sold- to
Amerjcans WOULD NOT BE' AN-
NOUNCED. He was not completely
satisfied, buf. measurably. so. He said:
‘How: unfortunate. for us were those
loans” But he was on his way to
Hitler’'s headquarters. with. Reichs-
bank President. Schacht and, the Min-
ister of Economics, Schmitt, He
would let me know what the Reichs-

ka.nzlers (Hitler’s) polw)r was.” Fur-

ther;

“September, 1 (1933),Fnday Henry
Mann of the National City Bank
spoke. of the conversation he and.Mr.
Aldrich had had some ten days be-
fore with the Chancellor (Hitler) at
his summer. place. The ideas advo-
cated by Hitler were. the same as
those he had advanced: to Professor
Coar, He is a fanatic on the Jewish
problem. He has no conception of,
international relations, He considers

himself a. German, messiah. But, de-
spite, Hitler’s  attitude, ESE
BANKERS FEEL THEY CAN

WORK WITH HIM.”

1t is edifying sometimes. to see fel-
low capitalists indict one another
in their pursuits. However innocent-
ly- they. do 'it, it still' substantiates
what. factions, which they refer to
as: “crack-pots,” have long been de-

inference about.

these very sources that a good deal
of the material is' gleaned.

Does all this seem strange? There
is no reason that it should. After all,
in free enterprise you are. free fto
work the dollar whenever and:wher-
ever that dollar will work for you.

Winthrop W. Aldrich, the chair-

man of the committee which. spon-
sors the train, is-a banker, a brother-
in-law to John D. Rockefeller and
son of the late Senator Nelson Ald-

..

BY
IRVING
HOWE

In Bundles. of 25 or. Mom. Three Cenfs per Copy,

Order from:

rich. The latter is described in the

Encyclopedia Britannica as “the spe-

cial representative of the high ‘pro-
tective industries and money inter-
ests.” Here indeed. is.a rich heritage.
It is THIS heritage which Mr. Ald=
rich alludes to in his fulminations,
in Freedom Train dedications. It is
a heritage ‘he would like to maintain:

and- pass on to future PAYtriots. At.

lease we have him typed.
Norman Johnstone,
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In Defense of Arrested Pohsh Sncwhsdus

By A. RUDZIENSKI

The GPU has proceeded to the arrest en
masse of the Bolish Socialists who are in opposi-
tion. to the regime. Among them are to be.found
the most prominent leaders of the PPS (Pohsh
Socialist Party) before thé war and during the
German occupation: Puzak, ex-secretary general
of the PPS, member of the resistance government,
prisoner of the Czar and Stalin; A. Zdanowski,
leader of the Polish unions; A. Obarski, leader. of
the Warsaw local of the PPS; Sziurm de Sztrem,
economist and theoretician; Ludwik Cohn, presi-
dent- of the Central Committee of the Socialist
Youth; Wilezynski, Misiorowski and Zbrozyna,
leaders of the workers’ movement in the period
of the German occupation. A cynical communica-
tion from the “Bezpieka” (security police) ae-
cuses. the prisoners of acting as spies and agents
for Anders (chief of the Polish army in exile and
a tool of Britain—Ed.)and imperialism; and de-
clares them guilty of “betrayal of the Polish na-
tion.” The prisoners are to be tried before a mili-
tary tribunal, as in Russia, and it is expected
they will be sentenced to death.

Let us decipher the political key of bloody
Stalinist justice. After the famous Stalinist elec-
tions, the GPU cleared. the way for the political
liguidation of the peasant opposition. Wide spread
arrests. of peasant activists, among them the most
prominent collaborators of Mikolajezyk, Augus-
tynski and Mierzwa, prepared the way for the

" destruction of the democratic peasant moyement.

General: Paszkiewicz, old persecutor of the Com-
munists, and “pacifier” of the Ukrainian popula-
tion, now a_creature of the regime, accused Miko-
lajezyk in the puppet parliament of having organ-
ized, together with General Anders, the assassi-
nation of General Sikorski. The GPU has a very
black conscience with regard to Sikorski’s death
and tries to hurl accusations at others. The trial
of Mikolajezyk is expected in Poland, but it is
impossible without the destruction of the workers’
opposition.

REVENGE FOR.- WORKERS' STRIKES

In the year 1946 and the spring of 1947, Po-
land experienced a wave of strikes against mis-
ery, hunger and the Stalinist administration. In
spite of the direct intervention of the police, in
spite of the massacres (as in the port of Gydnia)
and- the reprisals, the strikes continued, the Sta-
linist administration showing itself impotent to
stop them. The working class declared: itself
against the regime of hunger, misery and perse-
cution and refused to be deceived by the phrases
of the regime concerning the “socialist” nature
of: industry, the “workers” state and other Sta-
linist lies. In the majority of cases, the Stalinists
had to yield before the workers’ pressure. The in-
dustrial areas, old strongholds of the CPP: (Pol-
ish Communist Party) took the lead in these
struggles.

At the same time, prices and the cost of:living
skyrocketed. The Stalinists wanted to reply with
draconian measures; confiscation of the peasants’
grain; police control of prices and.reprisals against:
everybody. The fake PPS. (set up: by the Stalinist
Quislings) feeling: the pressure of-the masses, ope
posed the administrative measures, recommending
the intervention of the cooperatives in the market.
This initiated .a crisis between the Stalinist: PPR
(Polish Workers Party) and the fake PPS; The Stas
linist officials demanded the "unity" of the “"work-
ers' parties" in order to -.counterpose the iron fist
of a one-party dictatorship.to the worker, and peass.
ant opposition. But fearing the loss of their pres-
ent position, the bureaucrats of the fake PPS re-
sisted the pressure for "unity."

Tﬂ_ow the GPU is taking its revenge for the

workers’. strikes and the “audacity” of the pro- -

Stalinist. reformists. The victims are the leaders
of, the opposition, considered by the GPU to be
the apthors.and chiefs of the strikes and opposi-
tion to the regime. Without eliminating the anti-
Stalinist opposition, there. is, neither the possibil-
ity of putting a stop ta the strlkes nor of absorb-
ing the fake PPS, nor of annihilating and' de-
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‘For Internatio
'Against Stalinist Reaction

al Acﬂon

stroying the democratic peasant movement. The
arrests are aimed at'the workers’ leaders, against
the peasant leaders, against the underground- re-
sistanee movement represented-by the WIN (Lib-
erty and Independence), against the Catholies, in
faet. against everybody. The Central Executive
Committee of the unions prohibits strikes with
the threat of severe punishment, while the police
proceed to the destruction of-the workers’ oppo-
sition.

DEMONSTRATES. INSTABILITY. OF  REGIME

The drastic measures against the Social-Demo-
crats, the use of the military tribunal and. the
threat of the death penalty, demonstrate the cri-
sis of the Stalinist regime in Poland, that it has
still not suceceded in solidly. establishing, itself:
and. lacks an.adequate social base. The opposition
has. demonstrated that it is. stmng, powerful, and.
capable of replacing the regime, The GPU: acr
cuses those arrested of being “spies” and “agents.
of ,fascism,” branding the WRN. group in.-the.
PPS (L:belty, Equality and; Independence) as.
rightists,

In reality, standing beside the ieaders of the
rlght wing of the PPS, like Arciszewski; we; see
Zaremba, Ciolkosz, Zulawskl, ete. —representa-.
tives of the left wing .of the . party, fighters.
against the dictatorial regime of Pilsudski,,
against the Nazis and among.the oldest: fighters
against Czarism (Areisewski, Kwapinski; Puzak).
The opposition of the PPS:to the regime aequires
more.and more revolutionary features:as.each day.
goes by. The declarations.of the.only. anti-Stalin-
ist Socialist in the Warsaw Barliament, Zulawski,
contain brilliant passages, which; are. worthy.of a
revolutionist. This brave. workers! leader. voted,,
by himself, against the police-and: war,;budgets.
Not even Mlko]aJ czyk dared to.do. this. Polttwaﬂy_,
the opposztnm of ‘the PPS .opens the,:road to.a new,
and superior phase for the workers.. movement,
for victory along the road of destf‘uctwn of, Sm—
linism.

Though inconsistent, it represents. ﬂ\e left. wing.
of the workers' movement and holds the elements
of the future revolutionary uprising. against, the
Stalinists. 1t constitutes proof that the most pow-
erful-and-viable opposition to the regime is that of
the: workers. and peasants. The lack of an authentic,
Marxist-and:revolutionary, nucleus, heir to the ban;
ner of. Rosa. Luxemburg, explains the Incqnsisfency
and: the. ideclogical: backwardness. of this. moye-
ment. But. our: task is not ta preach sermons to
those. who. fight; but: to join them in the s!ruggle
and:$o. show. them: the road of the socialist reve-
lution, -

The situation in Poland is a laboratory of his-
tory in which new methods of struggle and new
Marxist theory are germinating. The defeat of
the peasant movement made possible the attack
against. the workers’ opposition movement. In that
first stage, the Germains and Franks. (artlcles
by Germain and Frank have appeared in the
“Fourth. International”—Ed) and: all the other
unfortunate theoreticians gave all their support
to. Stalinism. in.its.struggle against.the democrat-
ic -peasants’ movement. Now.the GPU begins. to
butcher. the workers and Socialists, the potential
Trotskyists. What will ‘be the position of: the
Fourth International? Will Prank and Co. aid.
the GPU in the assassination of the leaders of the
workers’ opposition in Poland because they -are
reformists or. ecentrists, and do not. belong. to. the.
holy church, or, more truthfully speaking, the sect.
of Frank and Co.?

MUST- DEFEND WORKERS®' OPPOSITION

It is our duty as revolutionary Marxists to
support, and' defend the workers’ opposition jn
Poland, although it may not yet have declared.it-
self a section of the Fourth Internatwnal be-
cause the struggle of this opposttmn 8 ours and
that of the whole working elass. It. is this; opposi-
tion. which clears the way to a higher stage. for
the.independent workers’ movement, to a, victory
over. Stalinism, and capitalism. The Stalinist at-
tack. proves to-the hilt the correctness of the. po-
sition. of giving, suppaat to the democratic move-
ment of the peasants in Poland,

The international working class must defend the,
Polish .Socialists. who: are  threatened; with: assassi-.
nation by, the GPU. All parties, whether: reformist:
or revolutionary, must.form. a. united; front; against,
ﬂu Stalinis}. reaction. A very. wide international
workers!: campaign. must be initiated. against; the.
Stalinist terror; in. .Poland for the Immedmto liberty.
Inf ;‘he socialist and.werking-class prisoners in. Po-
an

Meetings and workmg class demonstratlons
must be organized in New-York, Paris.and. Lon-
don against- the hangmen of the GPU. Protests.
must. be staged before the Soviet and: Polish. ent-
bassies: in the. United States. Stalin’s.lieutenants
in Warsaw, Bierut, must be flooded. with cables.
of protest. and demands for the immediate liberty
of the socialist prisoners. This is the. only, lan-
gpage the GPU. understands. This is the only way
to.bring the Stalinist reactlon to a-halt,
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The Stalintern, 1947 Model

In 1943, the “Communist” International of 32 mem-
ber nations was formally ‘dissolved” by its Kremlin
masters. One week ago the same masters “revived,”
without: formality, their creature. The world press has
had its period for fulmination and hysteria in denun-
ciation of this act; the Stalinist press has had its period
for explaining . away and‘ hypoeritically behttlmg the
event. Let us therefore now attempt soberly and real-
istically to appraisesits significance, its possible conse-
quences and see whether anything has been revealed,
about the inner nature of the world Stalinist movement.,

All. agree that the secret meeting of- the nine. top
Stalinist. leaders at- Hermann Goering's ex-hunting lodge.
in. Polish. Silesia. marked a. new stage- in: the steadily pro:,
gressing division of our. world. into the opposed. Russian
and: American. camps. There. are other. evident and direct,
consequences generally. agreed. upon.

The international Stalinist movement will contlnue
and:step up its barrage against U. 8. imperialism. From
the, voice of Vishinsky in the United Nations to. the
faintest echo of an. obscure Stalinist hack in. remote
Bulgaria, the anti-American line, sometimes subtle and
clever, -most. often crude and: -chanvinistic,” will be
pounded. In Western Europe, where Russia,fears most
of all'a successful working out of the Marshall Plan,
-(in the sense that it may stimulate actual economic and
industrial revival), Stalinism will manipulate every.
possible weapon at its command to slow up, sabotage
and, stimie U, S. penetration into Europe through the
Plan. '

A POWER BLOC OF NATIONS

A Thelimited “revival” of the Comintern is likewise
a measure in the Russian terror “war of nerves,” prin-
cipally directed at the conservative and middle. class ele-
.ments. of Western Europe, and seeking to blackjaclk
them into a position of neufrality out of fear,

‘A jaint fear of war and fear. of "communism,” im-
posed in;: the_Russian. style, rates high. in, the, aggressive
nda_program now, being launched by Sialinism.
text. of the resolution issued by the. conferenge, with
x}ure of pseudo-Marxist- phrases, demagogy and
rq.;lqul;sm. sets the tone for the. future. Finally, Stalinist
political:slogans and proposals. will appear to be far more
leffist. and “revolutionary” than. for many years, with
Russia. nqunled ‘up_as. the world center of peace, democ-
racy and chump:on of the peoples evarywhere.

All this is clear and obyious. Yet there are other
questions involved, more obscure’and whose. implica-
tions will only be seen in the evolution of events, In an
immedjate sense, this event has been sensationalized.
and .dramatized by interested parties far beyond its.im-
portance, Their motives are transparent.. Yet: there is
-more to the Polish Conference than,meets: the. eyes:

The, difference hetween the Cominfern-l 947 and. the
“dissolyed" ¢omin-}ern-1943 is as great as thaf. between
the Comintern-1943 and the. revolutionary. Comintern-
1917 of Lenin and Trol‘sky. The alleged. Qorqlnhrn of 1947
is.as much the creature of the Sfalin regime as was: the
organization that was “dissolved” in 1943, but this new,
spawn differs in radical ways from the ferlner, It is_the,
creation of the mighty, emergent l!.ussmn imperiullsm, q
world-power with a veritable empira of its own; a.na-:
tion. of vast power whose in!eresh réverberate in every,.
part of the world.

Thus, in one respect, the neo- Comintern is not so
much an organization of Stalinist political parties, op-
erating in hostile countries, as it is a power bloc of na-
- tions, of governments and regimes bearing: striking, re-
semblance to the geo- poht:eal setups the Hitler regime
often sought to. create. It is, at the moment a Moscow-

Warsaw-Belgrade, axis. seeking to exert, in.a. variety off

ways, determining: power oyer. Europe. The New York,

Times editorial is: correct in stating. that the “new Com-
intern ... knows nothing..of an international ‘proletar-
iat’ but: rather. seeks to enlist Europe under the leader-
ship.of Communist-dominated governments.against the
United States.” In this sense, it-is the-first presentation
of ‘the New;Stalin Qrder for Europe. .

STALINIST POWER- SEEN' WANING

But.the two most. important. Stalinist world organ-
izations—the parties of Italy and France—do not’ hold,
state power in their countries. They do not even share
in their respective governments! Yet they were present
at the conference and, in fact, their presence was not
only indispensable but perhaps the most decisive matter
of all. Here we touch upon another aspect of thﬁs event,
part of the analysis of*which must be speculative in na-
ture. °

The colonies of, present-day. Russian |mperiulism are
not decisive in strength or power, not even within the
diminished arena of rg!ned Europe. Italy and, Frqnee, to-
gether w th Germany, are essential for the operuﬂon” of
Stalin’s plans. The parties of these countries, purl-i rly
the former two, have tended to de\relcp '}helr own inde-

. pendence," their own collectivist desires ‘and, aims. Gen-

erally, these do noi conﬁlci with, Rnssuun mperlallsm. but
at times the tendency for such conflict is strong. I is no-
torious, in Europn fhat, fpr instance, the top French Sta-
linist leaderslni did not want, to, leave the French coali-
tion governmen{' (within whose uppurafus it was care-
fnfly thrusfing itself)- and then bent every effort. to. get.
back into the qovernmen'h But now Russia has called a
halt to this slrolegy. It is brmglng its parties to heel;

placing in the forefront once more their strategic. task’
of serving Moscow (even: at-the 'posslble expense of -mo-
‘mentary loss of influence). The Polish Conference, we can
speculate, laid the law down to’ fhe naﬂonally ambitious
Thorez and Teglwﬂi.

lee so many important events, it will take a certain
time before we can clearly see this even in proper pro-
portion. Much will happen now in the nations of West-
ern Europe. We believe, however, that the 1eal trend
of ‘these events will be almost entlrely in the dlrectlon
of permitting us to draw the happy and fortunate con-
clusion that Stalinish, in Europe, its heart and- core,
is on the downgrade; that the waning of its historie’
power has begun. For it has two fatal weaknesses, nei-
ther of which the revived Comintern can overcome,

First, its, proved: incapacity, to fqhe power now.
wiihm the context of the elisﬂngr sﬂ'ae}lon. in i-hpse
:ouni'ries of Wéslern Europe where power l‘eally couni’s'
second\ly i¥s ancapucu!y to’ uppepr as_anything’ buf a de-
strucﬂve force, in the socmf und ecnnomlc sense. in ﬂluse
same. cennfrles.

The test.and the proof of this conclusion will lle in
the living evolution of the Stalinist parties of, France
and.Italy over the next _year or two. These are the nega-
tive. factors of the, decline; unfortunately, the equally
important pos1t1ve factor needed, to speed up this de-
cline—the ex]stence of clearly. onented 1evolut10nary
pa1t1es—does not yct eXISt

Henry Judd.
. ' . i '
1

(With the article that appears above, Henry#Judd,

whose. contributions are much valued. by readers. of

\LABOR ACTIOV and The New International, and

who has returned from a visit .to Europe, takes over:
the column that has been conducted by Irvmg Howe,

_Comr,ade Howes artic}es will, of course, continue’ to

appear, reg;ulgriy in, LABOR. ACTIQN,—Ed}

Ceylon Tmtskylst Comes Close

To Wmnmg

Over ane Mlmsfer

COLOMBO, Ceylon — One of the
highlights of the general: election in
Ceylon, in which the BLPI, Indian
section of the Fourth International,
won five seats in Parliament, was '
the contest between, Comrade Ed-
mund. Samarkadi and D. S. Senana-
yaka, the leader of the United Na-
tional, Party.. It was a victory, for
Senanayaka, the Prime Minister,
and. everybody in the island knows
by, what. means it was achieved. Sen-
anayaka .is the Nehru of Ceylon. He
won against the BLPI candidate only
‘by .a handful of votes. -

It is: hoped that BLPers in the
Lower. House will elect Comrade
Edmund .to the Senate if only for
the purpose of moving for its aboli-
tion, at the very first session.

It seems fairly clear. that nearly a.
half million votes- were polled by. the
BLPI; and other leftists. Most: of. the,
successful candidates. of the BLPI

come. from urban and working- class .

areas

The Samasamaj group, which was
formed as an independent group af-
ter a split in the BLPI, contested
nearly 26 seats, including in its can-
didates “sympathizers.” They won
ten seats, which includes at least five
“sympathizers” not members of the
party. ’

The Stalinists contested 14 seats,

out of which they could win only .

three and these only by a shameful
alliance with the bourgeois UNP.

‘e
Among the five members returned
to Parliament by the BLPI is the

former general secretary of the par-
ty, Comrade R. De Silva, The BLPI

: campaigned squarely on the issue of

the complete independence of Cey-
lon from imperialism.

The infamous Soulbury Constitu-

tion, under which the elections were
held, really offers nothing to Ceylon,
except perhaps the. husk of indepen-~
dence. The Trotskyists have fought
it tooth and nail. They are concen-
trating more and more on extrapar-
liamentary mass - struggle for over-
throwing the Soulbury Constitution.

The BLPI did not mince matters
on the all-important issue of India
immigration in Ceylon. It:stood -for
the immediate grant of complete

civic and. political rights 'for Indian .

workers in Geylon, whereas.the atti-

, tude of Stalinist: and; other. parties.
was equivocal:on: the question. For
~ the purpose of election in petty bour-

geois Ceylon, nothing is more-f,atal
than an internationalist position on
the, question of the immigration of
Indian. workers in Ceylon. But the
sound instinct of the workers of Cey-
lon, is, exemplified by the success of:
the BLPI, through which Ceylonese
workers, forged' their solidarity with
their class brothers in the mainland.
of - India.

The BLPers in Ceylon have made

_it clear that Parliament:is a talking

shop. Only a government of-workers
and  peasants means. real- indepen-
dence for the country, and this can-
not be brought about by the masses:
of Ceylon without the aid of their
class:allies in India. They never made
a bid for a parliamentary majority.
It is clear that they could win, a
dozen seats in Parliament if they had
whittled a little off their program of
liberation.

The successes of the Samasamagxsts
who have won ten seats. in Parlia-
ment, are largely due to. an election
program which satisfled the broad
“radical” elements. in Ceylon,. They,
did not campaign on.the. questlon of
immigration of Indian workers. They,
broke with the BLPI.on the issue-of.
m:nmlgratlon and Tan as a separate

-party.

The: UNP (United, Nationalist. Par-
ty) is neither. united, nor national,

_host,

nor paﬂy. The bourgeoisie in Ceylon
never had the popular support of
their kind in India. It never launched
any struggle against imperialism. Iis,
cringing, servility to, the British. dis-

tinguished.: it: from the bourgeoisie in

other colonial and semi - colonial
countries. The fact that it commands
42- oeats in a-house of 95- merely in-
dteates the extent- of the Tammany
Hall methods 1o whlch it resorted on
a cnloesa.l scale,

The crucial issue before Ceylon is
the immediate grant of complete in-
dependence. The UNP has already
negotiated a dirty deal with the im-
perialist. brigands, under which Cey-
lon is to attain the status.of-a domin-
ion with foreign affairs and defense
still remaining with the British. '

_The British capitalists own the tea
and, rubber plantations on the island.
British, in:pena]ism must safeguarﬂ
its_ mterests through their “native
hencl;men None are better fitted
for thg purpose than the fecble bour-
geopisie. of. Ceylon.

But..the strong showing made by

_the. Trotskyists and the other anti-
. capitalists, indicates that the masses
of. Ceylon will have some strong,
_words to say in, this yespect and that

British -imperialism and its native
lackeys are reckoning without their
K. M.
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WALL STREET'S.NEW WAR:

In a letter just received from. a friend:in Eu-
rope we are informed that the house in  which
Karl- Marx, the founder of secientific socialism,
was born was. reconstructed earlier this year after
having been sacked. by. the SS- in. the closing
phases of the war.

That amid ' the Pompeiian ruin which is pres-
ent- day Germany such a project could be carried
out is testimony to the sacrifices which an under-
standmg of the scientific validity of Marx’s:work
is capable of inspiring among the working class
and-among the best elements of the intelligentsia.

How vain, how stupid. was the work of. the
Nazi‘vandals! Each to his own method. The SS
was doing in 1ts fashion only what persons, some-
what higher on the 1ntellectual ladder are domg
in theirs.

A case in point is provided. by that most timid )
and elusive of the.fawns quaking, in the academic
thickets—the professor of economies whose sole
protection against a very rude. world consists of
a Headstrong opposition.to Marxism and a, com-
plete inability to make head or tail of the capi-
talist economy, -

GULLIVER AMONG THE BROBDIGNAGIANS-

It is a little. amazing in these rousing times
to take a graduate course in economic theory, and
find onself once again in that wind-still land of
Rationally Acting Economic Men, risk, and the
mysterious but obviously important Mr. Robin-
son, who, in the historie past, caught fish with his
bare hands, smoked them, and stored them away,
thereby proving somet‘hmg about workmg capi-
tal...I think. How little economic theory has
changed since we were taught it in high school
by the football coach—twenty years ago, alas!-

It has to be said that the coach. did, a_better
job. The reason must be that the government did -
not_inter_vene in business to any. sign_iﬁcant, extent
in those palmy-days. At least that is the reason
given by the professorlat today for not being able
to make a science (which is basically. the ability
to predict) out of economic theory, Government
intervention, you see, destroys the normal. oper-
ation of what is known seriously as the “free’en-
terprlse system” — and hence dev.tloys normal
analysis. And’ the analysis of politics is “hardly
permlSﬁlbIe because—is. it not evident, dear stu-
dents"—pohtlcs is outside the realm of economics.

This concept. of the.. government as_a third
force alien to both capital and labor. is, of course,
denied by Marxism. That, the go\rernment is. the
1epresentat1ve of the capitalist class is a common-
place in Marxist, analysis. As capitalism declmes
and .is submitted to ever more seyere economic,
politieal, social and military crises, the interven-
tion of the government becomes more direct..

CAPITALISM AND THE COMING. WAR:

The .outstanding. fact of palitical life today is
preparation for war. dgainst Russia, Over, the
preparation for and prosecution of this war the
capitalist class intends. to maintain the firmest
controls. This is mnot so manifest in Cong{ess,
whose members, as Jack Ranger so neatly showed
in a_recent issue of this paper, were formerly .
lawyers, doctors, teachers and similar r,ather un-
important non-wokag class, toadles

Where it is clearly manifest is-in such insti-
tutions . as the cahmet, the State Department, the
consular corps and. similar. bodies. which  are
largely appointive and over which there , is. little
electoral control. The influence of big capital,is
p_articularly obvious in governmental bodies hav-
ing a direct hand in the prosecution.of the war
and in its preparation.

‘We.don’t share with Henry Wallace the snnple-
minded, if not dishonest, belief that the Republi-
can Party has always been the party of Wall
Street and that since the death of Roosevelt what
the New: York. Times calls “representatives.of
large financial interests” have. taken, over key
posts in the Truman administration.and corrupt-
ed the Democratic Party. Both parties are and
have been parties of Wall Street. Nor do we con-
cur in Wallace’'s whitewashing of Russian impe-
rialism. Both ofrthese faets, however, de not pre-
vent Wallace from making some. very- aceurate
observations as to who controls the government:

“Werking with a military-trained Secretary of
State. in. formulating foreign, policy, we find:

"The Under.Secretary; Robert Lovett, cl,fol:m.or
pariner im the Bmwn Broiher:-l-lw:rmgnl bpnlqgg
firm.

“The Assistant- Secretary, Charles I.oveﬂ- a
former vice-president of: the New York: Stock Ex-
change,

- "The Ambpssaﬂor{ to Englund. Lewis. Doug as,
chairman. of the board of the powerful, M,uhtul fe
Insurance. Company.

"Then' there is- the. Defense Se:reiury. Jemn;
Forrestal, on. leave. as. head. of the Wall. Streef
banking firm of.Dillon, Read Company; the. Secres
tary of Commerce, W. Averill. Harriman, chairmap
of the Brown Brothers-Harriman.firm, and. the.Sec»
retary of the Treasury, John.Snyder, a.banker. from.
St. Louis. Another product of Dillon, Read. Maj
Gen. William ‘Draper, has: just returned. from;Ger-
many to become. the. Assistant: Secretary. of : Wag.
Even the World Bank chief is a Wall Street:-lawyer,
John MeCloy."

L]

When. Wallace states “The plesent forelgn
policy. of the United States defends reaction in
the name of freedom’ and that ‘4t i isa pollcy for
war, not peace,” we can only say “quite so” and
that such a policy is inevitable; under the profit

~ system, of which Wallace is such a :Ealthfu] sup- -
" porter., : [

But: whatever the confusion of: Wallace, we

* must say that he comes closer to. the truth than

‘do. the current off-season crop of professors o:[
economic theory with their friends, the rationally .

' acting economic men and the mysterious, Mr. R‘Sba-
inson who had such a way with. the smoked:fish.

WORKERS ' PARTY
IN FORMATION BLANK

I-am. mhnshd in joining ﬂn.\\!orlmﬂ P.rly;
of ithe United States. Wili-yon-please.send me-
alt information as to your Program and how:
I can become a member.
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Billions for War Weapons. ..
Pennies for Health, Housing

By SUSAN GREEN

Sensible men -and women have
looked aghast at the expenditure of
scientific effort and national wealth
in creating and producing the atom
bomb. The contrast- between two
billions for Oak Ridge, and no ap-
propriations and no program ifor
housing, is too great to escape mosf
of .us: But how many of us are
aware of the fact that the atom bomb
employing chain explosions, is, so
to speak, itself only the first explo-
sion in the chain of newer and more
terrible weapons of war?

The search for cures for cancer
and polio proceeds at its unhurried
pace. With twelve million farm and
non-farm dwellings beyond repair or
needing major repairs, with fifteen
million dwellings showing the natu-
ral decline of old age, and the short-
age of even such housing keenly
felt by the whole population, pri-
vate enterprise takes its time and
its profits to provide housing. But
fhere are no muddling, no half mea-
sures and no reliance on the initia-
tive of private enterprise - when it
comes to fashioning war weapons.

On an initial government program
of -$1,200,000,000 annually for research
ranging from biological weapons to
intercontinental rockets, “there is
hardly an important university, re-
search lgboratory or corporation in
the country which is not somehow
participating” in the government’s
war plans.

SEEK NEW KILLERS

The stupendous undertakings afoot
were the subject of a long and com-
prehensive article in a recent issue
of the Saturday Evening Post, by ‘the
well-known columnists of the New
York Herald Tribune, Joseph and
Stewart Alsop. Scientists are prob-
ing further into the unknown, new
materials and new industries are in
the making, fabulous outlays of
money, are contemplated. The word
“cannot” has been banished from the
field of war weapons. This the Alsop
brothers make amply clear. Only for
provxdmg peacetime needs does capi-
talism “erect obstacles to science and
prodyction.

The ideal weapon sought for is an
agent—atom bomb, radioactive cloud,
¢hemical or biological invention—
that will knock out an enemy, land
and people, beyond power of resist-
ance. But the effective use of such
a weapon or weapons depends on
having the means. of delivery to the
target. The bomber that carried the
atom bomb . to Hiroshima is already
antiquated for this purpose as too
‘vulnerable.

‘What is wanted is a guided missile,

a rocket or jam-jet, of interconti--

nental range, able to attack an ob-
jective from half a world away, tra-
veling at such speeds that intercep-
tion will be impossible, bringing to-
tal destruction “with the suddenness
of a thunderclap.” This monstrous
killer is what the scientific and en-
gineering brains in the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, in ‘the
laboratories of Johns Hopkins as

well as of Boeing Aircraft, are con-

centrating on. And. this is true also
in Russia, where the rulers are de-

‘termined to build guided missiles

even if the population exists on a
starvation level. The race is on. Who
will create first these carriers of de-

- struction to whole nations?

- Anti - aircraft missiles to be
launched from ramps, to rise in ‘a
few seconds to 60,000 feet, and guid-

ed by radar to strike down the fast-

est modern bomber, these are the
simplest to produce. A second type,
the intermediate strategic missile,
will:be launched from a ship or air-
craft, will be of intermediate ranges,
suitable to hurtle over the enemies’
lines of resistance. But  the grand
strategic weapon sought after is a
missile to be fired from bases on the
soil of one nation against targets in
ahother land. The Germans' terrible
V-2 was a primitive forerunner of
what military scientists and engi-
neers now have in mind. The new
monsters will ‘be more terrible, more
complex, with ranges up to 5,000
miles, . with the speed of meteors—
and each costing as much as a B-20.

SUPERSONIC MISSILE

“To produce such missiles it will
first be necessary to ferret out sev-
eral of the remaining secrets of the
universe.” One of the unknowns is
concerned with supersonic- speeds.
The rules of the air, when speeds
less than that of sound are involved,
are well known and have guided the
builders of aircraft till now, How-
ever, very little, almost nothing, is
known about supersonic flight, and
a complete set of rules must be
learned .to design missiles that will
fly like comets. But this does not
nonplus military men, nor the scien-
tists and the engineers who have
dedicated their lives to creating in-
struments of destruction. They tackle
also other problems such as eliminat-
ing the effects of lremendous fric-
tion, creating metals to withstand
4,000 degrees. centigrade heat, con-
cocting new fuels. .

It is uuderstood further that map-

making throughout the centuries has -

not been acourate enough for mis-
siles to find desired targets, and a
complete revision of map. - making
has already been begun. But above
all and most essential, solving the
problem of GUIDING these missiles,
at heights into the jonosphere, cir-
cling the globe at meteoric speeds,
will' demand '“a’ quantum jump,”
which means the discovery of an en-
tirely- new principle. Yet. the ‘re-
sédrchérs are sure their ‘probing into

* the unknown will be rewarded with

solutions of the problems.
New processes, new materials, new

industries will spring into being to

perfect this newest barbarity. “When
this art is mastered,” write the Al-
sop brothers, “the historians can
write the final chapter of the story
.of war on this earth; thereafter there
will be nothing left to write, unlgss
it be the history.of the wars be_tweﬁn
the planets.” Yet on they go, the
governments, the scientists, the -en-

ginéers, into the unknown to ﬁnd the
means for human suicide. -But to, use
the welN' known methods for -<con-
structing homes for people to live
in. them- in peace—for ' this so-easy
problem, there is no solution.

FABULOUS EXPENDITURES

The .expenditures -for . this mew
lethal weapon will leave Oak Ridge
far behind. The primitive German
V-2 model cost. 300,000,000 Reichs-
marks to perfect. It embodied the
work of hundreds of scientists and
engineers, and tens.of thousands of
workers. put millions of man-hours
into the project. It took 1500 test
firings, and from 60,000 to 65,000
modifications, After this model was
completed, which had a range of
only 270 miles and was only 50 per
cent effective over so large a target
as London, it cost as much as a
large-size aircraft to manufacture a
v-2.

The . Alsop - brothers stafe that
TEST MODELS of the giant guided
missiles of the future will cost from
$6,000,000 to 57,000,000 each. These
are rather expensive toys for scien-
tists and engineers to be playing
around with expenmenta.lly, so a
supplementary method is sought in
the erection of tremendous air tun-
nels where it is hoped to duplicate
supersonic flight conditions and thus
learn some of the seerets, But a min-
imum investment in .wind tunnels is
estimated at $1,200,000,000, without
maintenance charges. Again, testing
grounds for models will have to be
cllsrted.

For a-5,000 - mile - range missile a
course will have to be'taken outinto
the ‘unmsed- ocean lanes, radar .sta-
tions will have to be set up along
the course, and so on; this ‘alone .to
cost several hundred mﬂhon dollars.
All this, remember, is Just to” per-
fect a- model.” What “will it cost-to
manufacture the actual thlng? ‘What
willk it cost to erect bases. from- which
to fire the actual -thing . mte ‘enemy
country‘? Huge ehunks ‘of .the .na-
tional wealth will be appropnated
on this newest mechamsm for kﬂ]-—
mg, and in record tlme :

Don't’ ever Tet- anyone tell ‘you that
tllis or’ that cannot be'"done or that
there. is no money for ‘it. When ‘you
ask for nurseries,- schools, hespltals
- and homes, when you ask for. cures
ior cancer, polio,’ tubereu]osis, rheu-
Thatism and for freedom (rom occu-
pational . diseases,’ don’t - believe. - it
when the bigwigs tell you it cannot
be done all at once, because’ wﬁere
will the money come from, huh? °

Ask them where the brains ‘and
the money came ‘from to ‘make the
atom bomb, where “the brains ‘and
money are coming from to perfect
the terrible, comet-like guided mis-
sile. And when they answer, oh, well,
that's for national defense, don't. be
caught in that trap either.

For the same’ efplo'itive-- systems
that never have the means to give
theé ‘people what they need are re-
sponisible for -imperialist- wars and
for (thé need for so—eal]ed national
dpfense. L h

Debate UAW Caucuses-..

(Continued from page 1)

of premium pay and continuing with
the incentive pay battle in 1943, the
no-strike pledge issue in 1944 and
the GM strike in 1945, he clearly
drove home the fact that wherever
Reuther was wrong, from the point
of view of the Workers Party, Addes
and Thomas were equally wrong in
that they shared his position —and
that , wherever and whenever the
UAW moved in a militant, progres-
sive ‘'direction, the initiative and im-
petus were furnished, if not by Reu-
ther, then by the rank and file in
the Reuther camp.

Both groups, said Hall, surrendered
premium pay for week-end work in
the name of a farcical ‘“equality of
sacrifice” program; they indorsed the
no-strike pledge; they opposed the
formation of a Labor Party, and both
accepted the War Labor Board’s
freezing of wages. .

But while ‘they were united by
these points, they were separated by
many. antaggonisms. -

The lineup over the incentive pay
jssue ‘was clear. The most seasoned
unionists, who had always fought the
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piecework system as a means of cut-
ting wages in the guise of raising
them, supported Reuther in his op-
position to incentive pay. The mozg
backward workers, however, who
had the least experience in the un-
ion movement, tended to favor the
institution of incentive pay as a
quick and easy way of raising their
take-home pay in a’ period when
wages were frozen.

In the rank and file revolt against
the no-strike pledge the - difference
between Reuther and Thomas-Addes
groups is further emphasized. From
which eaucus did the militants come?
Did the ranks of the Thomas-Addes
caucus split? Did the followers  of
Addes-Thomas protest the boss pro-
gram of their leaders and join in the
fight against the no-sirike pledgp?
No. They toed the line.

It was from the Reuther Caucus
RANKS' that the militants came. In
the vote on this question,” Addes-
Thomas maintained their strength.
The rank and filers garnered the
bulk of the Réuther Caucus, leaving
Reuther with only an approximate
12 per cent of the delegates.

The end of the war and the emer-
gence of Reuther's far-reaching GM

" strike program led to the absorption

of the rank and file militants into the
Reuther Caucus. oot \

“For the past five years,” Hall gaidj¢ “W

“in every important issue in the
UAW, the Addes-Thomas arguments
have been directed to and have ap-
pealed only to the more backward
and conservative elements in the
UAW.”

. -In answer to the question of Reu-
ther’s sincerity and the possibility
that Reuther may not move in a
more militant direction, Hall empha-
sized that the character and person-
ality of a single man—which no one,
could safely predict in any case—did

not basically affect the important,. .

clear-cut differences between the ri-

~val tendencies since the real and de-

finitive answer lay in the programs
devised to meet the issues confront-
ing the UAW and._the action taken -
by the militants in the JAW on these
programs. .

“We: must give the Reuther ten-

dency a mzuorlty on the Internatlen-
al: Eﬁeeutwe Board,” Hall concluded,
“and, above all, continue to.fight, as
mﬁﬁants_fcr a progressive program
in-the ;JUAW. regardless of who wins
what: posts at the commg conven-
tion.” . ; ,

DISCUSSION FOLLOWS

With the completion of the main
speeches the floor was thrown opéen
for thirty minutes of. ‘questions and
- discussion, with the. chairman. speci-
fying that any member of the audi-
ence was free to address the meef-
ing, taking any point of view, for a
five-minute -period.. The ‘ questions,
‘the overwhelming majority addressed
tp" Scheitinger, came thick ‘and fast.
This reporter, notéd some twenty
questmns, each pertment and pro-
vooktive, which, unfortunately, can-
not be recounted :here for reasons
of space. Between this barrage, two
members of ‘the audience took - the
floor for ‘the five minutes allowed
and spoke for the Reuther tendency:.

Since the - rebuttal time allowed -

the debaters was only fifteen min-
utes, it was' obvious that neither
could answer even a small percent-
age of thé questions and, at the same
time,, summarize their basic argu-
ments. Both rebuttals were, therefore,
general in nature, with emphasis on
ain- points previously made.
The composition of the audience
was significant and most encourag-
ing. ‘Predominant were well known
rank and file militants from ‘the lead-
ing UAW locals in the city, several
presidents of UAW locals and a num-
ber of 'UAW -international represent-
atives.

The interest aroused, as exempll-
fied by the question period jand the
fact that fully half the audience of
approximately 70 remained in  the
hall discussing the issues raised by
the spedkers until well' past midnight,
proved . conclusively . that given an

_important question of the day, pre-

sented -m a ‘democratic manner, the
_most, mxlitant advanced elements in
the labor movement will gather to
judge the programs and ideas of
gro?lps- within the movement.

_LABOR_ACTION

Rudlo Address by Herman Benson. WP Candidate in Detroit

‘tinued:

The Iollew!ng is the text of a 15-
minute radio breadcast by Herman
Benson, Workers Party candidate for
mayor of Detroit, over Station WILB

~on Thursday, October 2.
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The platform on 'which I am run-
ning for mayor does not hypocriti-
cally promise all things to a{l people.
It is the socialist program of the
Workers Party in the interests of the
working class. .. .

In 1936 and 37 the workers of this
city, by militant strike action; found-
ed the CIO, defeated the powerful
open - shop auto. monopolists and
made Detroit a fortress of unionism.
Ten years have passed, These same
workers must now open a new path,
The path of independent working
class political action. We must issue
a- declaration of political independ-
ence from the false liberal peliticians
of .the. Democratic and Republican
Parties, -

Typical of the pohtlcal replesenta-

tives of the, capitalist class are men
like Jeffries, Van Antwerp and Cor-
nell. . .
In the last two elections, the CIO
resolutely opposed Jeffries. Why?
Because, I contend, he preaches and
practices union - baiting and racial
superiority.

WE SAY: Unions protect the liv-
ing ‘sfandards and rights of -all. De-
fend them from all attack. Jeffries
prefers to defend the rights of
strike-breakers .in the mechanics’
strike. Van Antwerp and Cornell are
no different. .

In the' 1946 DSR strike, Jeﬁx‘les
said: “...the city will be without
tran._spprtation only until public
opinion is sufficiently aroused to jus-
tify the turmoil  that accompanies
the breaking of .a strike.” He soft-
pedals this note.for the moment only
because he knows that the people
will not’ permlt :the: turmoil of union-
wl eckmg

JEFFRIES’ WORDS
CUNV!CT HIM

Durmg the telephone strike this
year, the attemey for’ the National
Federatlen .of ., Telephone Workers
saadr ‘of;. Je!f;‘ies .police -force: they
“shut. the. do,or. on.the right of citi-
zens to. plcket ST

WE . SAY: During thls housing
emergeney, stop erieuons, organize
tenanls’ eolmclls to prevent rent in-
creases.

Wlth -150 newc ewct:on cases filed
every day, Jeﬂ’nea, who lives in com-
fortuble quarters; ‘sees.no emergency.
He prel‘ers to de: nothing about evic-
tions or.rent. control except to pass
the buck back and forth with Gov-
ernor Sigler in' a game  of political
football. Are Van Antwerp and Cor-
nell' any different?

‘'WE SAY: Enforce the Diggs Civil
Rights . law, -Abolish restrictive cove-
nants. . For, full social,  pelitical and
economic: equality. . for Negroes and
all minorities. ;.-

Under the administration of Jef-

{ries, government officials wink at
and encourage djserimination in pub-
lic "places despiie the fact that this
is--against the law. Jeffries prefers
the: fascist practiee of racial segre-
gation- which  every sincere believer
in° démocratic rights must detest. In
a. full:page ' political advertisement
he proudly referred to his miserable
record as follows: “I opposed mixed
housing then, I oppose it now, and
I always will oppose it.”
- Before the Ku Klux Klan riots of
1943, - the :Workers Party, whose rep-
resentative I .am, called upon the la-
bor movement to organize Labor De-
fense Guards to .protect the people
from -the' illegal violence .of fascist
hoodlums: During the riots, the po-
lice ‘shot: and . killed many Negroes
but handled the Klanist rioters with
touching tenderness until federal
troops were sent into the city. Mayor
Jeffries said: “The conduct of ‘the
police department,: by and large, was
magnificent.” ;

The whole anti-umon social philos-
ophy of this man is summarized in
his speech before the Executive Club
of Chicago in 1944, when he said:
“The labor union is the best example
of - complete, regimentation.  existing
in the country today.” And he con-
“,..a new species of indus-
trial baron is ‘being created, the men
who, " conirol the shop committees.
Under = this = system . an industrial
worker can get ahead only on the
basis' of seniority.” Jeffries yearns
for the return of the open-shop red-
apple -days of cringing before em-
ployers aml foremen.

Are the practice maneuvers of the
police on: Belle. Isle connected with
this philosophy? :

Van Antwerp and Cornell differ in
no important respect. Both have de-
manded increased - police violence
against the mechanics’ strikers,

HOW CAN LABOR'S
‘ENEMIES TRIUMPH?

To those who object that ourwork-
ing class iviewpoint is I.oo “narrow,”
we reply:

The workers of this country who
produce ‘the googls of life for all are

s

New York WP : *

Phone Number

The phone number of tle New
York City office of the Workers Party
has been changed to WAtkins 4-4222.

. big® monopolists,

the vast-majority of the population.

The . capitalist class of monopolists
is a tiny parasitic cligue which owns
and controls the decisive sectors of
the country’s economy. Its ownership
of industry enables it to amass great
wealth by .exploiting the workers.
Its great wealth enables it to con-
trol politicians and political parties.
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" Those politicians who control the
government at every level: the city
halls, the state legislatures, and the
national administration - 1tselt carry
gut their own narrow class program
—a'program which.benefits only the
the bankers, the

3 HERMAN BENSON

real estate sharks, the profiteers.

When priee controls are removed
to allow _Pprices . to skyrocket, _when
the black’ rna.rket priees of yesterday
beceme ‘the respeel.etl legal prices of
todqy—m w,hose interests is this, if
not: the proﬁteers"

W,hen‘ the 20 per ‘cent tax deduc-
started presumably as a  wartime
measure s continued into peacetlme
wh:le tax legrslatmn i§ - passed to
beneﬂt the big: corporations, and ex-
cess ., proﬁts are obligingly returned
to them-—m whose interests, is this,
if-not' the - capltahsts and bankers?

: When- rent controls are, weakened
in- preparation-; for kﬂlirrg them - off
completely in. March; when Congress
legalizes a so-called voluniary 156 per
cent : rentl ‘increase—everywhere ex-
cept in Washington where the Con-
gressmen live—in whose interests is
this, if not the:.real estate: sharks? '

When the slave labor Taft-Hartley
Aet’ restricts the democratic - rights
of . the workers; when tunion mili-
tants, are intimidated by .witch- hunts
against so-called Communists, “in
whose" mterests is this, if ‘not the
la.bor-ha.tmg monopolists?

A questmn arises. How have the
enemies ‘of the working people suc-
ceeded: in passing all these Tneasures
to the detriment of labor and to their
own class beneﬂt" Are we too weak

to resist? Are we too few m nums-"

bers?‘No. Not at all.

That great defender of all the com-
mon people, the ' organized . labor
movement, is more powerful il‘l num-
bers and’ in‘solidarity: fhan ever be-

. fore. ‘United into 75,000 local. unions

of the CIO; the AFL, the Railway
Brothérhoods, the  various indgpend-

" ent- unions, we - are some - 20,000,000

strong! We are’ capable of unqﬁed ac-
tion and’ self-sacrifice when ‘neces-
sary on a Scale ‘unmatched * in -any
nation,’ at any time. Witness the in-
spiring GM stmke, the solid’ miners’

- strikes and others. Witness the dem-

onstrations of hupdreds of thousands
in : Cadillac “Square when virtually
the: whole workmg popn]ation of ‘De-
troit: pouteﬂ out into the streets to
demand the- continnation of _price
control and the defeat of Iaws, ag?.lnst
unions, - ~

H we are bemg forced- backward

ow Can Labor Advance?

if our standard of living and our
rights are being whittled down, it is
for one reason and one reason alone.
Qur great power is made ineffectual
by the false, suicidal and bankrupt
political policies now being stub-
bornly and blindly followed by the
short-sighted top  officialdom of our
unions:

‘LABOR’'S FRIENDS”
PROVE THEMSELVES

William Green and Philip Murray,
Walter Reuther and R. J. Thomas
and George Addes, and the followers
of the fake Communist Party —all
rely upon the so-called friends of
labor in the Democratic and Repub-
lican Parties. On each election day

and between elections they .advise

us: “Reward your friends and punish
your enemies; vote for the lesser of
two evils; support liberal Democrats
and progressive Republicans.” These
are simply different variations on
the same theme. They advise us to
turn the government over to men
whom we would not allow to run
our unions.

And they admonish us: you must
not form your own Labor Party.

Where have these policies led us?
From bad to worse and from worse
to still worse.

In 1944, when Truman was elected
with labor’s votes and when the
Democratic Party won a majority in
Congress, the leaders of the labor
movement hailed the election results
as a great victory. The so-called lib-
erals had won. Progress and prosper-
ity were assured. But a few weeks
passed and the question was soon
asked: Who really won the election?

This Congress it was that wiped
out price controls. This Truman it
was who was bitterly denounced by
Philip Murray for his role in the
strikes of 1945 and 46. This Truman
it was who broke the railroad strike
by the autocratic threat to draft all
workers and force them to work at
bayonet, point. This administration it
was which instituted government by
fines and injunctions and had the
miners’ union fined the unprecedent-
ed sum of $3,000,000 and more.

It was this Congress, this Truman,
this administration chosen with the
support of the leaders of the labor
movement which worked overtime
on an anti-labor program and ig-
nored every need of the people.

In the 1946 elections, in protest
against the very Congress which they
had elected, millions ' of workers
stayed away from the polls or voted
Republican. Walter Reuther ex-
plained these results as follows:

“The ‘American people,” said he,

“yoted against what the Democratic
Party had done and failed to do—
not for what the Republicans prom-
ised to do. This election was a revolt
against indecision, bungling and ap-
peasement by the 79th Congress and
the great capacity of the Truman ad-
ministration to conform to those pol-
icies,” he concluded.

TIME FOR A CHANGE
IN LABOR’S POLICY

Now is the time for a change in *

policy.

By voting for my candidacy for
mayor you vote against relying upon
fake liberals and you vote for inde-
pendent action by the people themy
selves.

You vote for the formation of ten-
ants’ councils and union committees
to fight for and to enforce price con-
irol and rent control, ,

You vote for the umity of Negro
and white workers to act against
diserimination and segregation in all
forms.

And, above all, you vote for the
convocation of a national congress of
labor representing unions, tenants’
councils, Negro organizations, veter-
ans’ groups and all the mass organ-
izations whicl fight on behalf of the
people—for the founding of a new,

* independent Labor Party without

ties to the politicians of the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties,

Such a party can move forward fo
a workers’ government; that is, a
government based upon the will of
the wvast majority of the working

" people which destroys the tyrannical

power of America's Sixty Families.
By expropriating big industry rand
operating it under the control, of
union committees, we will be able
for the first time to utilize the great
wealth of this country not for the
selfish profit of a tiny class of rulers
but for the benefit and welfare of
the people.

Miracles . of production were pus-
sible during wartime for imperialist
destruction, e T

Under a workers' government,
miracles of production are 'possible
in.time of peace in Qhe mterests of
humanity.

Regardless of the ﬁnal oubcome of
this election, a sizable :vote “cast for
such a platform will warn the ene-
mies of the working people, not only
in° Detroit. but throughout. the nation,
that the workers are beginning ty see

through the fog of capitalist deceit -

and that they intend to take an inde-

pendent working, class. read.- .z

This alone will be a great beg(t'n-
ning: in- halting the -attacks of big
business against the people,

will Corry Rader Appeal
To State Supreme Court

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 13 — Judge
McDervitt, who has been accused in
the past few weeks of being one of
the leaders of the corrupt Philadel-
phia Republican machine, today
ruled that the name of Jack Rader,
Workers Party candidate from the
Fifth District, should not appear on
the ballot. In the same ruling, he
also ruled off Irene Le Compte, So-
cialist Workers Party candidate,

Judge McDervitt's ruling was is-
sued in reply to the suit of the Work-
ers Party and Socialist Workers Par-
ty for reinstatement on the ballot on
the grounds that they had been
stricken off illegally and unjustifia-
bly. McDervitt based his decision on
the same grounds as the County
Board of Elections, the Republican-
controlled guardian of the machine’s
political monopoly in Philadelphia.

The Joint Committee for Defense
of Political Rights immediately re-
jected the decision of McDervitt and
filed' an appeal direct to the State
Supreme Court, through its lawyer,
David H. Felix. The committee an-
nounced its intention of continuing
the legal fight for the sake of the

precedents to be established, which
will be necessary for any labor po-
litical group to hurdle on its way
to the ballot.

Aftacking on another front, the
Republican machine in the Fifth
District has received orders to dis-
credit and frighten those who signed
the nominating petitions of Jack
Rader. An intense house - to - house
canvas has begun by the Republican
ward-heelers lnlorming signeérs: that
the Workers Party is the Communist
Party in disguise. This lie and others
are being circulated.

Attempts at intimidation ocecur
throughout the district. Signers are
threatened with loss of jobs, with
FBI investigations and other terrible
retributions. All this because an en-
tirely legal democratic right was ex-
ercised. This is democracy 1947,
American style, in a large northern
city with a powerful labor move-
ment. The corrupt political hench-
men of capitalism. stop at nothing to
retain their power. Defense against
such intimidation is being planned
immediately.
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Socialist Program for the Philadelphia Elections
Speaker: JACK RADER |
Labor Action Hall
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