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Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!

RACTION

OCTOBER 27, 1947

A PAPER IN THE INTERESTS OF SOCIALISM

-

FIVE CENTS

By KEN HILLYER

CHICAGO —1It is obvious by now
that Reuther will win an electoral
victory in the United Automobile
Workers Union. Sweeping victories
at Dodge 3 and Chrysler 7 this week,
added to victories all over the coun-
iry, make it certain that Reuther will
win the election.

Why was the victory so complete?
First, we must note that the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard caucus, which is op-
posing Reuther, is closely linked to
Stalinism, “which is currently under
attack by the State Department. And,
second, we must note the disgraceful
level of opposition put forward by
the' A-T-L group.

The speed-up stories that started
in Fisher Body Local 45, Cleveland,
which has a strong Stalinist influ-
ence, boomeranged when it was
found that the National Planning

" Association had listed Addes, Thomas

and Frankensteen among its officers,
as well as Reuther.

The Taft-Reuther combination Ili-
bel, announced over the air by gul-
lible Drew Pearson, was blown to

* the skies when it was tied on Harry

Barnard, new press agent for A-T-L,
and formerly press agent of Mayor
Kelly of Chicago’s corporation coun-
sel. ) ;

The Gerald L. K. Smith document
which purported to prove that-Smith
will gain if Reuther is clected also
backfired and - solidified the union
around Reuther.

The significance of these issues
went deeper than appears on the
surface. What was involved was an

Reuther Seen
Winning

UAW

Delegate Vote

indictment of Stalinist methods of
employing slander and character as-
sassination against opponents. This
practice has served to poison the at-
mopshere and has led to extreme
factiodalism.

Because of this atmosphere, there
is loose talk *of the possibility of a
split, and the possibility that the
conveéntion, which will meet in At-
lantic City on November 10, will en-
counter “difficulties” that will make
it hard to continue. This has to be
understood by all militants as a dan-
ger. No splits, no disruption should

be allowed. There are union-wreck-

ing rumors which clearly issue from
the same sources as tried slander and
frame-up.

L ]

With organizational victory in
sight, Reuther has moved further to
the right. His playing ball with Mur-
ray, his dropping of the *“call for in-
dependent political action” and his
continuation of the theme of “no out-
side influences” have become all too
obvious in their meaning. However,
it is ridiculous to credit the charge
that he is bailding 'a personal, dic-
tatorial ‘machine. The charge shows
a complete lack of confidence in the
militancy and independence of thc
aute worker. Reuther knows only too
well how: his popularity fell on thos2
occasions ‘during ‘and after: the war
when the leading militants were op-
posed to his policy.

This ~ will
(Confinued on page 4)

Penn Supreme Court
Rejects Rader Appeal

PHILADELPHIA — The Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania has refused
to hear the appeal of the Workers
Party for reinstatement on the bal-
lot.. The Supreme Court, the highest
judicial body in- the state, gave no
reason whatsoever for its decision.
It merely declared that it would not
hear an argument in defense -of the
Workers Party legal suit for its dem-
ocratic rights. _

In collaboration with the SWP, the
Workers Party carried the legal bat-
tle for the democratic right to ap-
pear on the ballot through four court
hearings. In the process of fighting
for democratic rights the candidates,

I. JACK RADER

Jack Rader of the Workers Party and
Irene P. Le Compte of the Socialist
Workers Party, were fined $100 each
ahd two campaign supporters were
fined $50 each. ’

At no. time did the representatives
of the two corrupt boss machines,
who were defending their monopoly
of the ballot and of political power,
seriously present legal or political
atguments against the nominating
petitions of the labor candidates.
They were satisfied that their kept
cotirts and commissions would do
the dirty job for them regardless.

RUTHLESS MACHINE

We were opposed by a well en-
trenched, ruthless and vicious appa-
ratus which has' held tight political
control in Pennsylvania for 75 years
without serious challenge, namely
the Republican Party. The action of
the Supreme Court, in simply refus-
ing, without reason, to hear our ap-
peal, .is another indication of the
complacent rule of the big business
machine. There is no resort fo pre-
tense.

‘We have been disbarred from the
ballot for one reason only. That is,
we received 1200 signatures on our
nomination papers and on the basis
of an independent labor program and

.

candidacy. This small number repre-
sented a. real threat, however small,
as several Republican politicians have
let it be known, since it could snow-
ball into a Jarge threat and bécause
any political action independent of
Republicans and Derocrats threat-
ens the basis of their power.

That is why, not satisfied with dis-
barring the Workers Party and the
Socialist Workers ' Party fiom the
ballot, these two machines of the
same capitalist class, have begun a
detailed house-to-house campaign of
lies, intimidation and thrests. They
seck to” destroy the possibility of in-
the same séurces that tried slander
and frame-up.

SCARE CAMPAIGN

The chief accusation against the
Workers Party has been that it is
“communist,” in the sense that it
conspires ‘'with the Communist Party.
They charge this in spite of the dec-
laration by Martin Witkin, County
Commissioner, that the Board of
Elections was not charging the Work-
ers Party with association with the
Communist Party.

A statement issued by the Workers
Party last week declared, “The Work-
ers Party is and has been a consist-
ent fighter against Communist PAR-
TY domination of the labor move-
ment. We are a revolutionary social-
ist party, against Stalin's dictator-
ship, but also against the dictatorship
of the capitalist monopolies and the
Sixty Families. It ill behooves those
who but yesterday had a war alliance
with  Stalin’s brutdl police state for
their own ends, to accuse consistent
revolutionary socialists of associ_a»
tion with the Communist Party.”

More important are the threats of
FBI investigntion, of keeping names
on record, of eviction and of job dis-
missals. All these have been em-
ployed by the ward-heeling hirelings
of the City Hall gang to frighten
workers Trom the Fifth District from
supporting independent- labor politics.

The Workers Party statement de-
clared, “We offer to give legal and
other protection and defense to any-
one in this district who is threatened
or who suffers as a result of support-
ing our independent labor cam-

paign.”

Elections
In France

Returns on the highly significant
municipal elections in France
were published too late for anal-
ysis in' this issue of LABOR AC-
TION. Next week’s issuc will ear-
ry a detfailed review of the elec-
tions by Henry Judd.

govern future events
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U.S., Russia Back Partition Plan

Palestine Independence Remains Central Need as UN I'mpericlisi§ Pursue Their Own Aims

By AL FINDLEY

As a result of declarations by the
United States and Russia in favor of
partition of Palestine, Zionist offi-
cialdom in Jerusalem believes that,
the ‘Jewish - community in Palestine
is on the eve of statehood.

The U. S. declared itself in favor
of the unanimous recommendations
of the UNSCOP and the principles
of the majority report on partition
and immigration. Nothing “was said

about that section of the report that
urges all countries to admit the DPs.
The doors of the U. S. remain closed
to the displaced persons of Europe.
The U. 8. proposed modification in
the borders of the two states, i.e.,
Jaffa to be given to the Arab state,
The exact boundaries would be drawn
by a subcommittee which would re-
port back to the Ad Hoc committee

of the UN, which would then report
to the General Assembly and which

would be able by a two-thirds vote
to make a .. . recommendation.

As to implementation of the rec-
ommendation, the U. S. had two sug-
gestions. One was for an internations
al constabulary force of volunteers.
The second was an order-in-council
to the British to stay in Palestine.

CRACKING THE WHIP

LABOR ACTION recently report-
ed that the State Department be-

Let's

Make Our Protest Heard:

- By IRVING HOWE

A highly dangerous leak in the
already shaky dikes of rent con-
trol developed week before last
when Housing Expediter Frank
Creedon granted a request of the
Louigville real estate agencies
for an over-all and mandatory
five per cent increase in rent. Im-
mediately speculation arose in all
parts of thé country that the
Louisville case would be used as
a precedent to raise rents all over
the cnuntry

The attack on Creedon by Phil-
ip Murray, president of the CIO,
in which  he denounced Creedon
as “weak” and “vacillatory,” was
something of an understatement.
For the truth was that by his ac-

gies throughout the country, and
simultaneously added still another
prospect of economic hardship to
the country’s millions of workers
already staggering under the
greatest price rise America has
seen since the First World War.

Creedon was not merely “weal”
and “vacillatory.” He was lining
up squarely with the real estate
interests and squarely against the
millions of wage earners of Amer-
ica. He was serving as a help-
mate of America’s capitalist class,
helping it further to.swell its al-
ready staggering and unprece-

tion Creedon spread joy in the.
hearts of all the real estate agen--

Balk Landlord Strategy!

dented profit rate. And he was act-
ing not as an individual; he was
acting as a responsible official of
the Truman administration, that
is, of the American capitalist gov-
ernment. .

LANDLORD STRATEGY

The strategy of the real estate
lobbies has been during the past
several months to fight on two
fronts: (1) to abolish rent control
altogether; (2) to cripple what-
ever rent control there is. They
did not succeed in the first ob-
jective because the members of
Congress realized that they would
be signing their political death
warrants if they allowed rents to
skyrocket: without impediment,
But. the real estate lobbies have:
been  gradually winning -out on
the second objective,

In innumerable ways, described
in detail in previous issues of LA-
BOR ACTION, rent control has
been whittled away until it now
has one foot in the grave and the
other sliding in. The real estate
lobbies, however, were sorely dis-
appointed when their pet scheme
of a “permissible” 15 per cent
increase didn’t work out: most
people simply refused to grant
such increases.

Hence they worked day and
night to find another way to in-
crease rents..They-had their men

appointed to the “local advisory
boards” that were to advise Cree-
don on local rent setups. .And
Louisville represented their first
but important victory.

WAVE OF PROTEST

Now the situation stacks up this
way: Unless there is an immediate
wave of nation-wide protest from
labor, tenant and consumer groups,
the Louisville decision will un-
doubtedly be used as a precedent.
If there is such a wave of protest,
then Creedon and his crew will
be forced toidraw in' their  horns;
they will recogrize:- that they have
! gone too far 'anmd “will *decide’ not
to repeat the"'LolelIe expeu-—
ment."” } !

It seems eompletely mnecessaw
here to tell our readers what a'
five per cent 'incréase would mean.
1t is the equivalent of STILL AN-
OTHER wage cut. Each time the
price of meat goes up you suffer
a wage cut. Each time the price
of butter goes up you suffer a
wage cut. And now if rent goes up
vou'll suffer another wage cut.
How ‘many wage cuts can you
* stand?

_That is why there is no time to
be lost. A flood of protests, trade
union actions, demonstrations are
on the order of the day. Let Wash-
ington hear the voice of Amer-
ica’s workers;: NO RENT IN-
CREASES!

. words

e

lieves the strategic needs of the An-
glo-American bloc require the pres-
ence. of British troops in Palestine.
The present demand of the U.' S. con-
firms this report. The British state-
ment about *“evacuating” Palestine
was intended primarily as pressure
on the U. S. to make Washington
support the Morrison - Grady plan.
The statement was supposed to place
ithe Truman administration in the di-
lemma of either taking over control
in Palestine—a solution it is mot
ready for—or backing the British.
However, the senior partner of the
Anglo - American bloe decided “to
eat ils cake and have it.too.”

Truman bids for Jewish votes by
favoring partition—just like his Re-
publican rivals—and at the same
time keeps his skirts. “clean” on
American military intervention by
the simple method of forcing the
British to remain. That is the mean-
ing of Herschel Johnson's statement
that the responsibility for governing
Palestine remains with the manda-
tory power.

The British- lion has submitted a
little. Sir Arthur Creech Jones again
addressed the committee in the name

(Continued on page 4)

Pacifte,
= ‘Stores. boosted: ‘their- pmﬁts 11946,
to ' $30,200,000, $1,400,000 " and $8,300,-

.The place:
IN 'OUR COMMUNITIES. It won't

iteers Hike
Bread Price One Cent!

Corporaﬂ'on
Profits Soair
To New High

Starting this week, consum-
ers in New York City, Balti-
more and Philadelphia will pay
one cent more for the reqular
18 ounce loaf of bread.

The price increase in bread
is expected to spread to other
cities. Announced first by Gen-
eral Baking Co., makers of
Bond, and by Ward Baking Co.,

- makers of Tiptop, other giant

companies in the industry were
expected to follow suit, with the
smaller companies tagging along.

One cent: more for bread means
that a great many homes, already
scimping on milk, butter, eggs, milk
products, meat and vegetables will
sacrifice part of their diet with pos-
sibly serious consequences.

It seems incredible 'to- speak of
this in rich, fertile United States,
but malnutrition is threatening the
health of increasing numbers, espe-
cially children, as reports from vari-
ous .city and state departments of
health attest.

If all this spells hardship for the
worker and the people as a whole, it
gladdens the heart of the. profiteérs.
Big food combines like Atlan jo &
Safeway and = Amé¥ican,

000 respectively which in the' same
order represents. an approximate
tripling, doubling and quadrupling
of profits over 1945. ¢

Figures released by the Depart-
men{ of Commerce this week show
that total corporation profits for the
United States AFTER TAXES, rose
from 16 billion dollars in the final
quarter of 1946 to $17.5 billion in the
first quarter of 1947, and $16.5 billion
in the second quarter. Eliminating
inventory adjustments, says the New
York Times, “profits before and affer
taxes wonld show a steady increase
from the last quarter of 1946 through
June of this year.”

Along with other things, that ex-
plains high prices AND disposes of
the boss contention that wage in-
creases either cut into profits or se-
riously boosted prices.

It also explains the necessity' of
doing something about prices. The
“free enterprisers” will de mnothing
to lower prices, It is AGAINST their
interests, as it is IN the interest of
the people to lower prices.

Bread, butter, eggs, milk, meat and
almost everything else we ‘need!
Higher prices on these essentials
dictate the necessity of comprehen-
sive and coordinated ACTION to
force prices down and push wages
up.

The urgency of labor and consumer
cooperation in price committees is
crystal clear. Equally so, a militant
union drive for wage inereases that
simultaneously bar price inecreases
and provide for an escalator clause
in union contracts.

The time to start on this is NOW.
IN OUR UNIONS and

be done for us. We must do it our-
selves!

Truman Finds ‘‘Police
State’’ in Pnce Control

By SUSAN GREEN

‘Mr. Truman has added a few new
to his political vocabulary.
The words are “police state.” He as-
sured newspaper reporters that price
control and rationing of food are “po-
lice state” methods. The President
affirms that his voluntary “eat less”
program is a test of free enterprise,
his belief in which is unshakable.
Of course, so-called, free enterprise
is meeting the iest in its usual fash-
sion, Wheat on the Chicago exchange
rose from $2.80 a bushel when the
President came out with his weak-
kneed plan, to $3.05 at this writing.
The free-enterprise bakers are boost-
ing the price of bread by one cent

- a loaf. Bakers have also agreed to

wrap a smaller loaf of bread and
leave the top crust off pies. It's as
certain as, the _ever-rising sun that

R i e T Sy Ty i D

the prices of the smaller loaf and
the crustless pie will not be lowered
-sufficiently to make up the difference
and the consumer will get it in the
neck. Distillers ‘'are cooperating -and
have consented to a partial holiday
in production. But how about the
thousands of workers who will there-
by become idle? Oh, the workers?
Well, the United States Employment

" Office will do its utmost to find them

something to do to tide over.

The way free enterprise is rising
to the emergency is thus:altogether
in character. But the President does
not want price control and food ra-
tioning. No, indeed. These are "“po-
lice state” methods.

However, what the President is
really saying is that the capitalist
government, of which he is chief ex-

‘(Continued on page 2) -
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LABOR ACTION

October 27, 1947

By WILLIAM BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 17—Through
days and days of dull, uningpiring
sessions, made stimulating only by
ocecasional flurries on a few issues,
the -66th national convention of the
American Federation of Laber met
in this city the past two weeks.
The tradition - bound, conservative
leadership of the country’s largest
labor federation—the Greens, Tobins,
Meanys, Wolls—took a few hesitant
steps which, FOR THEM,. represent-
ed progress. Bui, generally, they
showed that they are no more
aware of the problems and require-
ments of the Ameriecan labor move-
ment today than they were in 1935,
when the CIO was formed and car-
ried the AFL along with it in organ-
izational growth.

As in 1935, John L. Lewis roared
his opposition to the AFL's official-
dom, this time on the issue, of sub-
mitting anti-Communist affidavits to
the NLRB. Though the dramatic
power was there as ever, the mes-
sage Was not ds clear as twelve
years ago. The Executive Council
had recommended the abglition ol
all vice-presidents to assure NLRB
recognition under the Taft- Hartley
Act. The convention overwhelmingly
approved this recommendation, with
the miners, the carpenters and a few
other scatlered dedelgates in oppo-
sition, But meanwhile Lewis got in
his expected licks.

“Belly-crawlers,” he called his ad-
versiriés. “God knows they pay you

enough to think,” he bellowed. The -

AFL leadership had provided ne
“head,” just a “neck that grew and
haired over,” he exclaimed. “The
Taft - Hartley Act is the first ugly,
savage thrust of fascism in Amer-
. ica.” That was Lewis’ challenge, but
he received no answer.

Secretary George Meany presented
the attitude of the majority of AFL
officials in his reply to Lewis. The
Taft - Hartley Aect was decided by
“democratic processes” in Washing-
ton; it was, therefore, necessary to
comply with the “law of the land,”
he insisted, “Of course, there are
some peeple who like to disobey
court orders and injunectiohs,” he

pointedly continued. This obviously
did not include Meany and his col-
leagues, despite the fact that many
of them had helped put the AFL on
record along those very lines in the
early twenties.

the leading representatives

Thus,

Sees Lesson for Labor in

of over seven million organized
workers, meeting in annual conven-
tion; ecountered what they themselves
had called a “slave law” with an
appropriation of a million dollars
for “educational and political” work
and another two million for “emer-
gencies.! Their favorife refuge Was
haloed memories 'of the much - ex-
tolled Samuel Gompers.

The visit of Kurt Schumacher, Ger-
man Social - Democratic leader and
the first represeniative of German
labor to speak before an American

labor gathering since the early thir-

ties, failed to slir the convention.
Though attempts were made fo give
him a rousing receptign during his
plea for international labor solidar-
ity, they fell flat; over half the dele-
gates were absent al the time,

Only against Lewis did they show
any excitement. For he, despite his
demagogy, his ham acling and his
lack of program, did talk fight. He
went so far as to announce his with-
drawal from any candidacy for the
AFL Bxecutive Council if the consti-
tutional change abolishing vice-pres-
idencies were adopted and, with his
own peculiar type of consistehey, he
carried out his threat. Rumors were
rife that the miners might again
withdraw from the Federation; the
big-wigs' only reply was, essentially,
“we have done without you before.”

The CIO’s utgént plea for united
action was summarily dismissed with
the now familiar cry of “organic
unity or nothing.” During the con-
vention, relations between the two
federations in the Bay area, which
had been consistently improving dur-
ing the past year, seriously deterio-

rated as ATFL clerks, teamster-a and -

sailors, under instructions of their
international officials; broke through
CIO picket lines. Little was heard
about this in the convention hall.
There was more “militancy”  in
some of the addresses of invited gov-
ernmental guests than in the state-
ments of most of the AFL officials.
Secretary of Labor Schwellenbach
actually told ihem they were too
“complacent.” President Green had
to appeal for more “aye” choruses
on unanimously adopted measutes.

- ACTION ON REéOLUT!ONS

It is, however, worth notmg that
the convention addpted several res-
olutions that are more progressive
than usual. It catie out definitely
against forced labor, for the rights
of displaced persons, against minor-

. All readers of LARBOR ACTION are Invited Ita atiend meetings, cliss lec-

tures and soclals nponmn‘eil by local branches of the WORKERS

PARTY.
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ity diseriminalion and for fair em-
ployment practices, and for anti-
lynching legislation. Plgns were laid
for a vigorous organizing campaign
in Hawaii 'and Puerto Rico. Much
was said about the need for frater-
nal relations with labor movements
throughouit the world and the neces-
sity to combat the Stalinist-dominat-
ed World Federation of Trade Unions,
Most of this was accepted by rote
without any true gauge as to whether
the vote reflected the true senti-
ments of the entire delegation. When
one realizes how Schumacher’s ring-
ing denunciation of forced laber and
the Stalinist rule in eastern Germany
failed to move very-many of the del-
egates, it seems unlikely that their
horizon has extended very far.

The political action provisions
were a hodge-podge of variously
worded documenis pledging the
strength of the AFL to elect peoplé
“who favor repeal of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act and favor labor's legislative
program,” all to be favorably report-
ed to the incoming Executive Coun-
cil. The old traditional language of
“electing our friends and defeating
our enemies” was, of course, used.

An independent Labor Party reso-

lution was unexpectedly presented by
a delegate from the Santa-Cruz Cen-

tral Labor Council. This, too, was

included in the omnibus recommend-
ation to the Council, which is some-
thing; at least it wasn’'t thrown out
of the winﬂow 1mmed:a.te]y H. C.
Bollman, the maker of the motion,
tried to hdve the proposal voted
upon as a counter-molion or as an
amendment, but was ruled out of
order each lime. Committee Reporter
Matthew Woell insisted that the La-
bor Party resolution had to be con-
sidered as part of the general rec-
ommengdation and Bollman had to be
satisfied with a few militant rémarks
about the necessity for breaking
with capitalist politics, which, like
Lewis’ earlier speech, received much
applause from the gallery but net
too much response from the dele-
gates.

ILLUSTRATES TASK
The two remaining Federation offi-
cers after the constitutional change,
President Green and Secretary Mea-
ny, were unanimously re- elected, as
were the other members of the Ex-
ecutive Council, except, of course,
Lewis, whose spot was taken by Dan
Tracy of the Electrical Workers. But
the all-powerful leaders of the AFL;
some of them in the saddle for as
much as forty years, seemed mighty
. weak in contrast with the sirength
of mhillions in the AFL unions. The
boss govertiment had laid down the

arley

gauntlet to them; their answer was
a whimper and an appropriation of a
million dollars now and two million
for a later “emergency.” They could
see no way out except through the
admitted straight-jacket of capitalist
law. They all looked bewildered and
they still proved unable lo settle
their internal jurisdictional problem,
as the problem of representation in
the Hollywood studio erafts was re-
ferred to further negotiation.
. As for John L. and his
{heir independence and heroism and
militant speech - making are not
enough this time. Lewis and his side-
kick, Tom Kennedy, told the Feder-
ation leaders to “go to hell” if they
attempted to set up any special ma-
chinery to interfere with the catch-
all District 50. Added to the earlier
charges of “belly-crawling,” this was
much like the talk that led to the
formation of the CIO in 1935.

However, the probiem in 1947 is
no longer merely the organization of
workers in mass. production indus-
tries. The fundamental task now is
the combatting of the entire capital-
ist class and its. government, some-
thing that requires more than alter-
nate wooing of Roosevelts, Trumans,
Tafts or Deweys. Lewis and Kennedy
are no more capable than Meany or
Tobin of leading the American work-
ers in this need. Let us hope that
American labor reads this lesson
from this year's AFL convention.

HOUSEWIVES SCOFF
AT TRUMAN PLAN
TO "SAVE" FOOD

BALTIMORE—The Baltimore Afro-
American reporis that most of the
housewives inilerviewed expressed
doubt as to whether “meatless Tues-
days,” omitting poultry and eggs on
Thursday, and saving a slice of bread
a day is the answer.to the problem
of how o obtain more food to feed
Europe. Culting down on foods, they
say, is something that rising prices
had made necessary long before Tru-
man announced his self-denial pro-
gram.

_Even by utilizing meat substitutes
and left-overs, housewives find that
they are spending substaniially the
same as they did before prices began
to soar. As was pointed out by one
woman, “We never eat bread at din-
ner, and have always planned meals
along economical lines,

“I don'l see how T can save mueh
more,” she said.

miners, ’

By WILLIAM BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 17— The
several months old strike of walk-
ing - bosses against the Luckenbach
Steamship Company and the Outer
Harbor Dock Company in San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles is officially
over, courtesy of Arthur Miller, gov-
ernment arbitrator by mszstence of
the union, the International Long-
shoremen and Warehousemen, CIO.
After declaring that the lockout by
the employers of the Los Angeles
and Long Beach ports was illegal
and must be terminated, Miller
turned around and effectively slapped
down the union by insisting - that
longshoremen cross the picket lines
or. be considered violators of their
contract. The strike is officially over
and the men have all returned to
work, but the beef continued down
to the last minute. Before returning,
the walking bosses demanded assur-
ances of non-discrimination in re-
hiring and the longsheremen, as in-
dividuals, continued to respect their
lines. ’

The waterfront employers used the
Taft-Hartley Act’s provision against
granting NLRB bargaining rights to
“supervisory” employees as their
reason for their anti-union tacties,
but they have revealed that their
aim was much more. An editorial in
this week’s Pacific Shipper. declared,
“No routine victory in the dispute
with the longsheremen is going to
afford much lasting: relief. The irre-
sponsible reign of Harry Bridges and
his left-wing cohoris over Pacific
Coast shipping must be broken soon-
er or later in a dramatic fashion thai
will leave a lasting impression on
union officials and members alike.”
LABOR ACTION and this corre-
spondehl; have no love for Harry
Bridges, but we know what such talk
means—the waterfront tyeoons are

out to cripple the unions.

One of ithe most unfortunate fea-
tures of this long, militant demon-
stration by West Coast labor was the
relationship between the CIO and
the AFL. The AFL's Sailor’s Union of
the Pacific had honored the walking
bosses’ picket lines until a short time
ago. Then their secretary, Harry
Lundeberg, declared that since the
NMU and Marine Cooks and Stew-
ards personnel had gone aboard the
ships, his unions now regarded the
sirike as a “phony beef.” The CIO
unions replied that these men did
not sail ahy of the ships, but merely
worked on them while in porf. The

SUP insisted that the CIO men were

still being paid for their work and
ithe longshoremen were, themselves,
rolating their jobs and picket duty.
Unity - apd solidarity are just eatch-

Truman Finds “Police State’ -

(Continued from page 1)

ecutive, has no intention of compell-

ing the speculators, the monopolists, -

the economic masters, to ‘subject
their profit lust to the general good.
Mr. Truman is ‘merely using the
words “police state”—words that peo-
ple abhor—io exeuse the inherent in-
. ability of capitalist peliticians to do
what’s necessary to curb the profit
motive.

WllAT ‘DOES IT MEAN?

On second thought, perhaps Mr.
Truman, who is so befuddled in gen-
eral, doesn't know the meaning of
the term “police state.” Indeed, he’s
plenty mixed up even about his own
program, if it can be called such. As
illustration, when asked by a report-
er whether it would not. conserve
grain io eal chickens, rather than
abstdin, because live chickens have
to be fed grain, Mr. Trumédn seemeéd
at a loss. He also appears uncertain
about such an important fact as how
much wheat this country exports
now, compared with other years. So
it could be that he has a muddled
conception of a police state,

History has given that term un-

- mistakable significance. When a rul-

ing class resorts to force and terror
against the whole people fo keep
them in hopeless subjugation to the
exploiting minority, that’s a police
state. The point is that police state
methods’ put the MANY under the
iron heel to preserve the power of
the ruling féw; witness the states of
Mussolini; of Hitler, of Stalin. It is
indeed mighty rare that a “police
state” will pass laws for the benefit
of the many and ehforce these laws
against. the FEW.

Doés Mr. Truman know all this?
Then he is simply saying “boo” to
seare the péoplé.: However, people
Whose eating was alréady controlled
by high- pricés long before Mr. Tru-
mian told them to eat less, péople
whosé consuitiption of everything is
alteady rationed by forbidding prices
gre riot so easjly scared when teld
that price dontrol and rationing IN
THEIR BEHALF would be “police
state’” methods.

Only fhe. National Associatioh of
Manufacturers and those whose
tHinking it controls, can claim that,
in- the facte of the world eérisis in
todd and food prices, anything short
of strict price eontrol and faif food
rationing ean sericusly meet the
Labor unions and &ll or-
gdnizations close to the people are

demanding these measures. What
could bhe more democratic, what
could be less like “police state” meth-
ods, than the enactment of an ade-
quate law and then its enforcement
against the food monopolists? Thus
the people here may get enough to
eat at reasonable prices and the peo-
ple abroad, who have to eal regard-
less of the imperialist rhotives of the

Marshall planners, may also receive

some supplies.

It is true that people are skeptical
about price control and rationing,
even where they want these meas-
ures, but not for Mr. Truman's -pre-
tended reason. They remember how
under OPA the consumer was taken
for a ride, and how the black mar-
ket really fixed prices.and rationed
goods. Housewives haven't forgotiten
how, when prices were fixed as if
by magic and not due to warlime
shortages. either, quality, fit, work-
manship, took a slump:. They still
have in mind how new brands mys-
teriously appeared on .store shelves
to circumvent price fixing, Many
people then learned that black mar-
keteers are not just disreputable up-
starts but well known, well estab-
lished business men breaking the law
—presumably becayse they did not
believe in what Mr. Truman calls
“police state” methods.

The reason why Congress did not
appropriate eénough funds to make
OPA effective is because a capitalist
government never takes all the steps
necessary to curb the capitalist class.
The reason why OPA kepi raising
ceilings all the time is because the
capitalist politicians in OPA with all
their liberal protestations, believe in
the profit motive and yielded to the
siren. song of business pressing for
higher prices. To the extent that
OPA failed it was not because price
fixing and rationing are “police state”
methods, but because the capitalisis
resisted interference with their lush
war profits—and the politicians Wwent
along with them.

All of which by no means adds up
to an indictment of price fixing and
rationing as such. When prices sky-
rocket so that the health of the peo-
ple is endangered, as Mayor O'Dwyer
and many others admit, when food
shortages threaten the whole world
so that soon only the rich may be
able to eat enough for health, ade-

quiate price fixing and rationing are
the crying need. Of this fhere can
be no doubt. What to do now is to
benefit by the mistakes of the past.

Politicians have failed
forcement of controls and regulations

against busiress.  Therefore; we must .

have new agencies of enforcement.

DEMOCRATIC CONTROL

Now here's a questionr for Mr. Tru-
man, who is such a staunch demo-
crat and so self-righteously opposed
to “police state” methods: Could
there be anything more democratie,
anything less like “police state” meth-
ods, than for committees of house-
wives and committees of workers to
be constituted as agencies to carry
out an adequate price fixing and ra-
tioning law?

Suppose a nationwide campaign
were started to organize neighbor-
hood groups of housewives whose
funetion would be to check storeés for
prices, quality and general obedience
to the law when passed;, to inform
the whole ne:ghhorhoéd on these
points, fo boycoit lawbreakers and
black maiketeers. Wouldn’t that be
a splendid participation of the peo-
ple in government? Suppose commit-
tees of workers were, first, to aid in
fixing prices froim théir knowledge
of pradiiction, especially if they had
access to the books of the corpora-
tions, and second, sée thiat price fix-
ing and rationing are obeyed it the
point of proddetion, wouldn’'t that
be déthocratic?

That is the answer to Mr. Truman’s
scare dbout “police state” methods.

Notes on West Coast
Labor Movement...

_Roebuck stores

in full en- -

words for such characters—and I am
referring to both sides.

To repeat, it must not be forgotten
that the arbitration proceeding was
Bridges' idea.

..

The ridiculous.strife between AFL
and CIO, ordered from the top, con-
tinues in this area, which has seen
an unprecedented amount of collab-
oration in the past year. National
officials of the AFL Clerks have or-
dered union members, who were re-
fusing to cross the picket lines of the
CIO Warehousemen around Sears-
in San Francisco,
back to work: This follows the pre-
vious instructions by West Coast
Teamster Chieftain Dave Beck to
truck drivers to break the lines, The
AFL national convéntion in session
at the time ignered the issue. Bul
most San Franeiscans are still stay-
ing away from the stores,

A Conference Against Skyrocket-
ing Prices and Excessive Profits was
called for last Monday night by a
group of labor unions, consumer or-
ganizations, civic groups, ete. In-
spired by a series of demonstrations
against rising prices initiated by San
Francisco housewives — particularly
the one-week boycott of dairy prod-
ucts by the women of the Sunnydale
Housing Project—and in anticipation
of the hearings before the congres-
sional sub - committee visiting the
area, the conference was supposed to
give the impetus for a large-scale

vigorous campaign of city-wide ac--

tion.

With only a small active trade
union delegation and apparently com-
pletely under the conirol of a coali-
tion of “respectable people” and Sta-
linist front representatives, it turned
out to be little but a wvehicle for
speech - making and the passage of
several innocuous resolutions. There
were requests for the return of price
control, plans for extending the
number of items thal farmers could
directly sell at farmers’ markets to
consumers, election of representa-
tives to speak before the congression-
al sub-committee. But the people
running the show were not too much
interested in any mass action. Though
a resolution was passed instrueting
the incoming continuations commit-
tee to spread the boycott idea over
the city, it was received with little
enthusiasm by most of the delegates.
Knowing the type of people on the
continuations committee, not
can be expected.

One longshoreman delegate pro-
posed the formation of local com-
mittees to look into the books of all
agencies invelved, from neighbor-
hood stores to the manufacturers,
with official approval or condemna-
tion as the result of their findings.
Naturally, this suggestion
“radieal” for such a gathering. Noth-
ing ‘has changed as a result of the
conference.

L] .

The current municipal campaign

in San Francisco keeps going in typi-
cal fashion, There is McPhee, the sol-
id business candidate; Robinson, the
“wide=open town" interests’ boy, and
Havenner, the New Dealer. The first
two are wvaliantly striving to secure
some labor support, most of which
Havenner has solidly lined up. The
interests of labor lie with none of
these. In an earlier column, this cor-
respondent wrote that there would
likely be no labor candidate. Since
that time this has been completely
"changed. Running as a socialist can-
didate is Frank Barberia of the SWP
with a clear program against the
boss parties and demanding an inde-
pendent Labor Party. It is impera-
tive that he be given the widest sup-
port.

Maybe you think you're a pretty
good guy. And, maybe, with the ex-
ception of one or two little tricks
you oceasionally pull on the wife,
you think you are a pretty good hus-
band.

IBut the government recently is-
sued a report which shows that
there are some guys that are better
than you and certainly better hus-
bands than you ean ever be. A pic-
ture of how some people spend iame
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firjd Peonage
Fates Worse
Than Expected

NEW YORK CITY (WDL)—Con-
trary to' editorial denials by the
Memphis Commereial Appeal, How-
ard chain newspaper, the peonage
situation in the deep South is “even
worse-than anticipated.” So reported
Rowland Watts, national secretary of
the Workers Defense League, upon
returning from a special trip to Mis-
sissippi in connection with the
League's anti-peonage campaign.
Watts investigated in particular
the case described by the WDL in
its fund appeal of a Negro who was
kicked, later Dbeaten and finally
flogged almost to death when he at-
tempted to leave a plantation for a
better job. To protec¢t the Negro, his
name cannot be revealed at this,
time, '

An atmosphere of exireme {fear
reigns in the area as a result of the
recent discovery of the decapitated
body of a Negro veteran by a road-
side. i

The situation in an adjoining Ala-
bama county is equally bad, Watis
said. An additional investigation has
been added to the WDL staff now
probing peonage,

Meanwhile, support  for the
League’s anti - peonage campaign
came from California, where eleven
Los Angeles unionists and civic lead-
ers publiely urged full support of
the drive. They are Mrs., Helen
Beardsley of the Ameriean Civil Lib-
erties Union; J. Frank Burke, owner
of Station KFVD; Oliver Carlson,
publicist; Rev. Owen Geer of the
Vermont, Square Methodist Church;
Rev. Allan Hunter of the Mount
Hollywood Congregational Church;
Paul Johnson of the American
Friends Service Committee; Leonard
Levy of the United Retail, Whole-
sale & Depariment Store Employees;
Louis Levy of the International La-
dies Garment Workers Union; Zane
Meckler.of the Jewish Labor Com-
mittee, Loren Miller of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, and Harry Stillman
of the Textile Workers Union.

WDL LAWYERS
HOLD PRINTERS'
STAND IS LEGAL

NEW YORK CITY (WDL)—The In-
ternational Typographical Union's
policy of refusing to sign contracts
under the Taft-Hartley. law was held
legal by Rowland Walts, secrétary of
the Workers Defense League's com-
mittee to aid loeal unions under the
Taft-Hartley law,

Int offering the League's legal aid g

to Samuel Katz, secretary of Local
915, ITU, Watls wrote: “We believe
that the position taken by the ITU
in establishing shep conditions inde-
pendent of coniract is not only legal
but a basic pattern for union security
which will become inereasingly neec-
essary in all industry.”

The local has been accused by the
Nassau Daily® Review-Star in a com-
plaint to the NLRB of refusmg to
bargain,

e : \
NMU Convention

An article summarizing and inter-
preting the recent convention of the
National Maritime Union arrived too
late for inclusion in this issue.. 1t
will appear next week,

AN - V'

'Had a Store Shave Lately?

of their money for the good of the
country and for their families is pre-
sented by the U. S. Department of
Commerce in an itemized budget
showing scores of detailed expendi-
tures. After you read in this report
how much money was spent on indi-
vidual items in 1946 you will ques-
tion your value to your community
and your family.

Your wife probably cooks, washes
the dishes and the clothes, cleans
house, does her own shopping and
takes the kids to school. When she
had her last baby, the only help she
perhaps had was her sister coming
in for a couple of days. Well, accord-
ing to this report, some husbahds
treat their wives much better. Dur-
ing 1946 more than $1,800,000,000 was
spent for maids, servants and domes-
tic hélp. I don't know how you can
even face your wife.

Fortunately for this country, thefe
are men who have their hair trim-
med daily or iwice a week and keep
their fingernails free from germs by
having them manicured. It is their
wives who keep this a young and

, healthy country by visits to the mas-

sage parlors and slenderizing salons.

This report shows that close to
$400,000,000 was spent in taxi fares.
Do yeu support that industry? Ne.
You either walk to work or grab a
bus. And how much did you spend
on youf deg last year when others
contributed more than $40,000,000 im
folisehold pets and véterifigry serv-
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The UAW Fight
And the SWP

‘Our readers know that LABOR ACTION has
expressed itself unambiguously in support of the
Reuther group in the United Auto Workers Union

in its fight with the Stalinist- Addes - Thomas -

group for control of the organization. The reasons
why LABOR ACTION and the Workers Party as
a whole have taken this position have been set
forth many times in these pages.

.~ The Soclalist Workers Party, on the other hand,
has finally come forward with the contrary peint
of view. After a dispute in its own ranks in which
a; minority of its militants who are active in the
UAW proposed support of the Rewther group, the
SWP decided to support the Stalinist-Addes-Thomas
combination. The reasons for this position are given
in .a leading editorial published in The Militant of
October 13.

In coming isswes, LABOR ACTION will print
articles with a detailed analysis of the latest situ-
ation in the UAW fight with special reference to
the position taken by the SWP. Here we want to
deal with only one aspect of the editorial in The
Militant on the UAW fight. ;

Our readers know that while. we are not Reu-
therites, we support the Reuther group as against
the Stalinist-Addes group. The difference is high-
ly important. The real need of the UAW, as of
the whole labor movement, is a program and a
leadership based firmly on the class interests of
the workers. Neither of the two main groups in
the UAW meets this requirement. In the absence

. of a qualified independent group, we have con-
sistently advocated the idea of supporting the
Reuther group in the fight for control with its

"rival. We are not interested in the personalities
involved, with such second-rate or totally unim-
portant questions as whether “Reuther has dicta-
torial ambitions” or “Thomas is a nobody.” .

What is important to. us in the given situation
is that'the Reuther group does what it must do—
namely, defend the labor movement which it leads,

. even if it does so inadequately, at least from our

standpoint; whereas any group which is aligned
with the Stalinists and dominated by their aims, is
not and cannot be interested primarily in. defend-
ing the independent labor movement because their
caurse is dictated by the objective of subordinat-
illg everything they lead or'can control to the in-

" . terests of the totalitarian Russian bureaucracy; in-

terests which are incompatible with the existence
ojf any independent or free movement. As our read-
ers know, our opposition to the Stalinists has noth-
ing in common with so-called "Red-baiting," since
there is nothing “Red" about Stalinism and since
the Stalinists are the fieréest enemies of every gen-
u(ne socialist or communist movement. So, again,
without being Reutherites, we are unhesitatingly
supporting the Reuther group in the UAW conflict.

The SWP editorial statement supports what

it calls the “Thomas-Addes-Leonard faction” (ev- -

idently it is not a Stalinist faction of any kind).
To justify this policy, which is in our opinion ut-
terly false and an inexcusable blow to the inter-
ests of both the labor and the socialist movements,
the SWP not only minimizes the significance of
the Stalinists in that faction to the point of un-
importanee, but engages.in attacks upon Reuther
which are misleading, at-best, and vicious and
slanderous, at worst, and which are taken directly
out of the filthy arsenal of:the Stalinists them-
selves. Proof of this is available to:anyone who
takes the trouble to compare the SWP editorial
with almost any issue of the Daily Worker.

The writers of the SWP statement did not
even hother to disguise the source of their charges.
The Stalinst- Addes - Thomas group publishes a
weekly anti-Reuther smear-sheet filled with the
most venomous slanders against, its gpponents. ‘1t
is called “FDR.” Even if we didn’t know whose
organ it is, an elementary knowledge of political
language in the labor movement plus an equally

~elementary knowledge of the methods and lan-
guage of the Stalinists would soon .give us the
necessary information. It reeks of “Moscow Tri-
als” at a distance of six feet. Only the most naive
ignoramus could make any mistake about it.

We have before us the editorial in The Militant
of October 13 and the September 25 issue of "FDR.",
Page 2 of The Militant prints an article which
shows that its editors have also seen the Septem-
ber 25 Issue of "FDR.” We note with astonishment
that the SWP editors have not only seen "FDR,"
but . that they have repeated its whole “program"
of attacks on the Reuther group in their own pel-
ic;‘r statement on the UAW situation, And in some
parts of this statement they have been so careless
as to repeat the Stalinist-Addes arguments just
about word for word. It is hard to believe, but here
are a couple of striking examples.

Speaking of Reuther, “FDR” says: “He has
centralized everything in GM into his own hands
so that no decision of any conseéquence can be
made in the GM loeal unions and plants without
the authority and sanction of the GM Depart-
ment, that is, Walter P. Reuther.”

The Militant editorial echoes: “The GM De-
partment is unquestionably the worst bureau-
eratie division in the UAW. Everything there has
been centralized into Reuther's own hands, so
that ho deecision of anhy consequence can be made
by the local shop committees and officers.”

“FDR"” writes: “How does: Reuther get away
with this? Because he has a ‘gentlemian’s under-
standing’ with the GM management who play ball
by dealing only with him and his representatives,
and ignoring all other union officials and local
shop leaders.”

The Militant editorial echoes: “Reuther has
suceessfully constructed this autocratic edifiece
with.the help of the General Motors Corporation.
He has a ‘gentleman’s understanding’ with GM,
and the latter deal only with him and “his repre-
sentatives and studiously ignore all other union
‘officials, as well as the local and shop leaders.”

We can understand a policy of supporting
Reuther’s opponents, even though we consider the
poligy wrong, disorienting, demoralizing and
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harmful in every respect. But in adopting such
a policy, why did the SWP find it necessary to
bbrrow the very language of the gang whose
every word, as bitter world-wide experience has
taught ,is suspect the minute it .is uttered? The
significant reldationship between politics and the
language of polities is well known. The policy of
the SWP is mainly determined by the fantastic
theory that the Stalinists are at the “left wing”
of the labor movement and that it must follow
right behind the tail of the Stalinists. This is
tragic but true. This is not the first time the
SWP has repeated the arguments of the Stalin-
ists. It has seldom done it so crassly. That is a
bad sign.

The U, S. government is dumping potatoes by
the thousands of bushels, despite repeated exhor-
tations to the people to eat less.

Department of Agriculture officials have an-
nounced that 595,000 bushels of potatoes have
been dumped during the past eight months.

Last year, départment officials said, about 22.-

000,000 bushels were left in the dround to rot or
were otherwise destroyed. Despite this waste, po-
tato prices have been gradually climbing, unfil
housewives now pay an average of five cents a
pound,
« To eover up this scandalous situdtion, the De-
partment of Agriculture insists that it doesn’t
pay to ship these potatoes since the price of trans-
portation is prohibitive. (Transportation charges
on refrigerated ships to run $70 a ton.) They say
that by the time potatoes arrive abroad they are
a very high prieed .article.

But this excuse obviously doesn’t answer the
questions which should ‘be raised about this mat-
ter. Some of these questions:

1) If it is too expensive to ship potatoes
abroad, why not keep them here in America, use
them for food and send across a less bulky item
in their place? If more potatoes are eaten in the
U. 8., then more of some -other food could be
spared. for starving Europeans. : ’

2) Even if potdtdes can’t be shipped abroad
«and if no- substifuté for them cdn be shipped, flien
why. net allow them on the market so thaf prices
of potato#s can go down? There are plenty of pes-
ple in this country whe have a tough time making
ends meet. If the price of potatoes declines, things
will be easier for them.

It is clear that what is happening here is a
repetition of that capitalist wisdom by which
Henry Wallace, when he was Secretary of Agri-
culture in Roosevelt’s cabinet, paid faimers to
deerease production, even while millions of Amer-
icans lacked food and clothes. Here again. we see
capitalism as an eeonomy of scareity, of deliber-
ate and artificial seareity.

A little-noticed newspaper item announced a
week or two back that The Progressive, organ of
the Wisconsin “Proegressives,” has folded up. Thus
the last ember of the fire ohce lit by Robert La
Follette, once the leader of American- progressiv-
ism, has'been squashed. The reason given for dis-
continuing the paper is that prices of printing
have gone up; which, while true; seems hardly
sufficient explanation. Other and smaller papers
keep on going.

We suspect that the real reason The Progres-
sive folded up. was that its editors and political
backers felt that.it no longer had any special pur-
pose. At one time the older La Follette had cap-
tured a segment of the American imagination; he
had spoken as the representative of the small
farmers ground down by big business, and of
these liberals not willing to break from capital-
ism and align themselves with the socialist cause.
La Follette was a man of very considérable en-
ergy, talent and stature. Though he did not un-
derstand the basic workings of modern capitalist
society, he at least had a partial visien of its in-
adequacies.. And he had a sense of rebellion
against seeial injustice. In part he was an inher-
itor of the populist tradition of the American
Mid-West, which at the end of the last and the
beginning of the present century, flared into re-
volt as . an expression of rural discontent.

. La.Follette, it should be remémbered, was a
contemporary of Eugene Victor Debs, the great se-
cialist leader. To say that is both to place him dnd
fe point out his failings. Where Debs saw that the
entire social system was rotten, La Foilette still
hioped te patch it up; where Debs was a spokesman
of the militant. working class, La Follette largely
gained his support from the lower middle class.

Between the progressivism of the older La
Follette and its recent version of his sons, Philip
and Robert, there is a wide gulf. For all its social
inadequacy, the former had a certain crusading
fire. But as one perused the pages of '_fhe Pro-
gressive in recent years, it was obvious that here
was a dried-out cause, badly floundering between
timid liberalism and a flirtation with America
First isolationism. The magazine began to logk
more and mere like the Social Demoeratic New
Leader, though fairness dictates that one admit
it was more “progressive” than the New Leader.

Ih its decline—as in the folding up of the Arier-
icen Guardian severdl years back—we may ob-
serve & symptomdtic epitaph o a period of Anier-
ican life. Issues have now been posed tdo sharply,
struggles dre too dpen and blunt to permit a half-
wdy pésition. The intermediary position of libéral-
iém-=bé it the rural variety of The Progiessive ar
the more sophisticated varieties that still persist
in a number of magazines—can answer no basic so-
cial question. _ TS

The issue is posed ever more sharply: one side
or the other, decaying and.rotten capitalism or -
revolutionary and demoeratic socialism, The read-
ers of The Progressive, who cannot retire into
comfortable politieal positions, as do' its backers,
will be. faced ever more inexorably with that
choice. We hope they choose the side of socialism.

'

WORKERS PARTY
INFORMATION BLANK

I am interested in joining the Workers. Party
of the United States. Will you please send me
all information as to your Program and héw
| cdn become a member.

Last week, Secretary of State Marshall, speaking
with customary military preciseness, addressed the na-
tional CIO convention and won open support for his
Marshall Plan from the assembled delegates, with the
exception of those Stalinists present. It was an impor-
tant vietory for Marshall, since Philip Murray and
other CIO leaders had first intended to bar the whole
issue from discussion at the convention. The character
and content of the Marshall program -for European in-
tervention is beginning to shape up much more clearly
now and the beginnings of a definite strategic orienta-

_ tion—both as to how to put the plan across in America

and how to carry it out in Europe—can be observed.
It was therefore with deliberate intent that Marshall
accepted the invitation to address the CIO gathering
and went out of his way to gain its endorsement.

But this easily gained victory, thanks to the un-
critical position held by the conservative, pro-imperial-
ist CIO leadership, is a minor step compared to the
obstacles Marshall must yet overcome. His principal
block is, of course, the set of numbskulls and blind reac-
tionaries who exercise such powerful influence in the
present Congress; a erew of gentlemen whose vision is
so distorted that the proper, in fact only, path possible
for the very imperialism they wish to advance, is lost
to them. It is not the noisy opposition of Russia’s Sta-
linist agents in America; nor, unfortunately, the ad-
mittedly weak opposition to his plans offered by revo-
lutionary socialists, that Marshall fears. It is his own
erew of stony-faced, cigar-smoking, ultra-conservative
Congressmen.

SEE WHAT THEY WANT TO SEE

Many of these “representatives of America,” travel-
ing singly or in organized groups of greater or less size,
have just returned from trips of varying lengths to the
countries of Europe. Each has contributed his wise
words on the “European situation’: upon his return;
each has seen—as could have been foretold—precisely
what his preconceptions had alreddy determined he
would see. The beset Secretary of State unquestionably
would enjoy imposing military silence upon his Con-'
gressional mouthpieces!

Europe is a hungry, semi-starving, half-wrecked
continent of disillusioned and listless, masses of people.
The just published Krug report reveals that American
wealth and productivity, without excessive strain, could
pour $20 billion life-giving food, materials and equip-
ment into the Old World and bring it back on its feet.
Yet listen to the approach and attitude expressed by
our eminent representatives just back. from Europe.
Here is a member of the Herter committee, considered
to be one of the more serious and conscientious groups
that have been touring.

"We tried to lock at Europe In about the way @&

‘Banker would look at a bankrupt corporation trying to

get a lean. Is it worth while trying to refinance the out:
fit (ke is referring to Europe—HJ) and get it on its feet,
or should. it be allowed to go through the wringer and
start again from scratch?"

We can rest assured the clever European Stalinists
will rebroadcast these. superbly rotten remarks the
length and breadth of Europe. Then there are the two
famous Congressmen, Representative John Taber, c¢hair-
man of the House Appropriations Committee, and one
of lis' Republican buddies, who blandly announced they
had seen no signs of starvation, nor éven of undernour-
ishment in Europe! His buddy also ‘informed us that
the difficulty lay in the unwillingness of people in Eu-
rope to work hard. :

These fools expected the undernourished to appro-
priately announce themselves to the visitors, and the
starving to parade the streets. The hungry and under-
nourished? They are everywhere in Europe, with min-
ute exceptions. We wonder whether these men looked
in the workers’ suburbs eof Paris, or the destroyed quar-
ters of Berlin and a dozen other German cities, or the
dock areas of Northern France, orthe towns and vil-
lages of Italy? Steered around by American army offi-

cials, as were most of the tourists, this is most unlikely.
As for the starving, will sbmeone kindly inform these
Americans that they remain home in bed, until their
finish has come? But anybody in Europe could have led
Taber to homes where he might witness these scenes—
provided he cared to. As for the problem of working at
a speed satisfactory to American Congressmen, let the
proper calorie diet be provided for and then complaints
are in order. These over-caloried gentlemen are not
noted for their labors and efforts. -

HOW EUROPE'S MASSES VIEW U. S,

The very week that these. gratuitous remarks were
made, the Sunday Times published its latest compara-
tive report on the American and the European diet, de-
rived from statistics of the International Emergency
Food Council. Its essential facts are eloquent:

_ United States ... 3,400 -calories per day
England ........... .. 2900 caleries per day
France ... ... 2,600 calories per day
Holland ... .. 2,800 calories per ddy
Belgium ... .. 2,500 calories per day

Austtia . ... 2,000 calories per day
italy ... . 2,000 calories per day
Germany ................ 1,800 calories per day

‘We accept these figures as sufficient to indicate the
absurdity of the Congressmen’s. remarks, but we are
highly skeptical about them. The Americans get their
listed diet—the others do not, in practice. But regard-
less of this, it indicates.that tens of millions in Europe

-eat half or only .slightly more than half. of what the

average American does.

The words of Tabér and his kind, rest assured,
travel from one end of Europe to another. Thd new
“Cominform” will guarantee that! The approach of the
more liberal Democratic Party tourists is little better.
Those who propose aid do so entirely from the point of
view of maintaining America’s prestige and its foot-
hold in Europe, as opposed to those who wish to with-
draw. All found the situation in Europe a favorable
talking point for making the United States “stronger
on land, sea and air.” The most ardent supporters of
the official Marshall Plan emphasize the save Europe
from Stalinism objective, without the slightest hint as
to what Europe should be created. This, of course, is
characteristic of the largely negative strategy of Amer-
ican imperialism. But an analysis of the Marshall Plan,
in the conerete, must await the release of more details
and informé&tion about it. )

Four months in Europe have convinced this writer
of the powerful, ever-piresent and growing anti-Amer-
ican feeling that exists. It is not solely due to-the be-
havior of American GIs (in Germany and Italy), to-
gether with this recent exhibition of callousness and
indifference displayed by the touring Congressmen. Nor
can it entirely be laid at the door of the widespread Sta--
linist efforts to diseredit America. No, the factor of in-

"difference and disinterest displayed by the American

labor movement, both AFL and CIO, toward the Euro-
pean labor-movement, is definitely an element present.
For it must be understood that this anti-Americanism
is strongest of all among the European working classes,
of the different countries. It is the European middle
class remmnants, petty bourgeois and bourgeois who
alone are pro-American—that is, pro-American impe-
rialism. The Buropean people are not, generally speak-
ing. They have contempt and disdain for things Amer-
ican and are too easily prey to the Stalinist demagogy.
The uncritical endorsement by the labor federations
of the Marshall Plan (the details of which cannot, ac-
cording to the most optimistic accounts, go into oper-
ation before six months) can hardly help to bring about
that essential and necessary distinction between Amer-
ican bhig business imperialism and the American work-
ing class, To the European workei, that differentiation
is yet to be made. It must be made, as a part of our
struggle against BOTH Washington and Moscow.

HENRY JUDD.

-
Indo-China

We- publish below a report that
has come to us on the activity of the
Trotskyist movement in Indo-China.
We have made no effort to elabo-
rate or edit the material, but present
the bare facts as we received them.
Of course, we cannot vouch for the
accuracy of each detail. However,
we expect additional material in the
near future—Ed. - '

L

There was a split in 1930 in the
Communist Party, from whieh there
emerged three semi - Trotskyist
groups. One called itself the La
Lutte group and the leader of it
was Ta Tu Thau. The second was a
small group of journalists and. in-
tellectuals, and it soon disappearéd.
The third group called itself the In-
ternational Communist League and
oriented toward the building of facs<
tory cells. It came into conflict with
the La Lutte group, which wanted to
unite with the left wing in the CP
to form a centrist party.

In 1939 the La Lutte group par-
ticipated in the loeal élections and
achieved an unprecedénted electoral
victory ever the Stalinist candidates.
The ICL supperted the La Lutte
group in the eleetions and also suc-
ceeded in getting them to come out
openly in the elections as a Fourth
Internationalist party, At the end of
1939, the La Lutte group was reec-
‘ognized as an official section of the
Fourth Internatienil, whereujpion the
ICL disbandeéd and joined the for-

- IMer.

Between 1939 and 1940 there was
intense rivalry and conflict: between
the Trotskyists and the Stalinists.
During this period the Trotskyists
.could claim 3,000 adherents. The La
Lutte group had by then a full Trot-
skyjst program.’

ICL REESTABLISHED

In 1945 the Trotskyists succeeded
in organizing a trade union move-
meént in. Indo-Ghina. However, the
rising nationalism engendered by the
war gave birth {o the Viet Nam.
From the beginning this came under
Stalinist control and drew a large
part of the La Lutte element into
it. The ICL was then reestablished. -

On August 25, 1945, there was a
large demonstration for national in-
deptndence in which 40,000 people
participated. The ICL participated in
this demonstration with Trotskyist
slogans and drew the greatest ac-
claim from the demonstrators.

This was the peak of the Trotsky-
ist strength and influence during the
struggle for national independence
against the French imperialists, At
that time the ICL had its own head-
guarters and military formations and
had organized in Saigon more than
200 workers and peasanis’ commit-
tees. The ICL had the main posts
(chairman, etc.) in the executives of
these committees. The ICL even had
its own print shop.

At the above mentioned demon-
stration there were only two politi-
cal tendencies: Trotskyism and Sta-
linism. So militant was the demon-
stration that even the police whe
were present were forced to carry
revolutionary bannets. Japarese sol-
diers were also present and joinéd
in applauding the speakers. The sym-
pathy of the Japanese soldiers with
the slogans of the ICL was so great
that they brought to the Trotskyist
headquarters 5,000 rifles, six machine
guns and 15 cases of machine gun
ammunhition.

ATTACKS ON ICL

The La Lutte element unified with
the Viet Nam on the basis of national
independence and a Viet Nam Re-
publi¢. They repeated the mistake of
the CP in the Chinese Revolution by
meérging with the Viet Nam and sur-
rendering the struggle for "revolu-
tionary organizationis independent of
the Viet Nam in which workers and
peasants could fight for their social
interests. The La Lutte element re-
fused unity with the ICL organiza-
tion and even went so far as to at-
tempt to assassinate members of the
latter, but were prevented from do-
ing S0 by the masses who came to
the support of the ICLers and pro-
teeted them. .

However, the attacks against the
ICL that were parried in August
were successfully inflicted the fol-
Jlowing month, when the masses had
to fall back under the onslaught of
the imperialists; In Seépténiber, in

the course of a demonstration, French
colonial troops opened fire on the
demonstrators, causing many casual-
ties. The Nationalist Party, which
together with the French police and
French administration had- staged a
coup d’etat and which, because  of
their lack of mass support, had then
given over the power to the Viet
Nam, now accused the Trotskyists of
provoking the reaction by, pushing
the people to revolt. On September
12, as a result of the anti-Trotskyist
campaign fomented by the right-
wing Nationalist Party, the chief of
police—who was a Stalinist—and 500
police encircled the headquarters of
the ICL and arrested the entire Cen-
iral Commitiee of 50 members.

On_BSeptember 23 British and
French troops arrived. The Viet Nam
abaridoned its positions and fled. The
masseés were reorganized by the ICL
into syndicates and workers’ and
peasants’ committees which included
Japanhese soldiers. However, in the
face of an imperialist enemy .armed
with tanks and modern equipment,
the workers and peasants found it
necessary to retreat eight kilometers
after a bloody struggle lasting 15
days.

FIGHT AGAINST ODDS

From then on for six months they
continued their fight against a su-
perior imperialist foe, during which
time the Viet Nam sabotaged their
struggle. The ICL was the backbone
of this fight. One of their members
was made a general in recognition
of his services. He was killed in bat-
tle oh January 1, 1946, So great was
his reputation that all the leaders of
the nalionalist army came to his bu-
rial to pay tribute to him and on his
grave they inscribed the fact that he
was a member of the ICL.

The ICL worked against great odds
and with little material resources.
Despite that, they had guns, their
own radio, doctors, nurses, a hospi-
tal and organized the feéding and
other services of their forces. The
Viet Nam was in constant confliet

with the ICL during the fighting and -

even went so far as to steal a good
deal of the food sent to the ICL by
the peasants and worksrs.
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VISHINSKY *

HIS "DISCRETION". 1§
NOT ALWAYS A VIRTUE

The following letter was sent by Max Shacht-

man to the editors of the New York City press:
. .

Sir: T
The credibility and moral value of Mr. Antrey
Vishinsky’s declarations may be judged from the
following incident. It is reported in & recent igsue
of the weekly journal, New Leader, - 2 :

At his press conference on September 26, Mr.
Vishinsky was asked by a correspondent to con--
firm or deny the authenticity of two seeret pro-
tocols signed in 1939 by Molotev and Von Ribben-
trop, found in the files of the German Foreign
gﬂ‘icé and published in Europe and the United

tates.

Mr. Vishinsky replied: “I must say that a
similar question was raised at the Nuremberg

. trials, I can only ask the persons who ask sueh

questions whether they can confirm or deny. the
fact that there are many documents which prove
that the Trbtskyites were in the pay of the Ger-
man fascists,” C

I hope you will permit me te point out that
this “fact” not only can be denied but has been
denied. It may be added that no one, neither Mr.
Vishinsky nor any other representative of the
Russian government, has ever confirmed it. And
‘it is precisely at the Nuremberg trials, to which
Mr. Vishinsky so imprudently refers, that ample
opportunity for sich a confirmastion tWas available
to his government colleagues.

PETITIONED NUREMBERG EXAMINATION ‘.1
Your readers are aware of the fact that. liter-

-ally hundreds of prominent Russian Bolsheviks

were executed, following the notorious Moscow
Trials, on the charge of plotting the subversion
and overthrow of the Stalin regime in concert.
with the Hitler government and the German

Reichswehr. Qutside of Russia, the tridls and the

convictions were generally regarded as purely po-
litical persecutions without serious juridieal foun-
dation.

The Stalin government could not have asked
for a better occasion to prove its charges dgainst
the Trotskyites, real and alleged, than the ohe
offered by the Nuremberg trials. First, the Nii-
remberg Tribunal had literally tons of German
government and Reichswehr documents at its dis-
posal, which would certainly have revealed at
least traces of the “Trotskyo-Hitlerite plot” if one
had ever existed. Second, the alleged prinecipal
German partners in the plot were present-in the
dock for questioning about their share in thé con-
spiracy. Third, the Russian government itself was
well enough represented both oh the judges’ bench
and among the official prosecutors.

With this in mind, prominent public person-
ages in this country and England addressed thém-
selves by telegram and letter to Chief Justice Sir
Geoffrey Lawrence of the International Military
Tribunal in Marech, 1946. Thirough Sit Geoffrey,
they asked the Tribunal to examine both the docu-
ments and the defendants with refeierice to the
charges made at the Moscow Trials. “While thest
Nazis are still alive,” read one of the letters, “any
testimony or documentation they can present, is
subject to the most thorough seientific ihvestigh-
tion and clieck. Mofeover, it will not be “possible

‘to understand why the defendants at Nuremberg

were not interrogated with regard to the charges
which asserted that Trotsky was actively engaged
in a conspiracy with them to bring about the
World War,”

" STALINISTS PREFERRED SILENCE

In the United States, this communication. was
signed by Messrs. Norman Thomas, Matthew
Woll, Oswald Garrison Villard, George N. 8hus-

ter, Harry D. Gideonse, A. Philip Randolph, Dord-

thy Detzer, David Saville Muzzey, Selig Perlmadn, -
Horace M. Kallen, Rev. John Paul Jones; Msgr. L.
G. Ligutti and about a hundred others, all of
whom are men of recognized social responsibility
and prominence. In England, a similar letter was
signed by the late H. G. Wells; Capt.-John Baird,
M.P., Dr. €. A. Smith, Prof. C. E. M. Joad and
numerous others.

It is a matter of record that neither the Rus-
sian prosecutor nor the Russian judge at thé Nu-
remberg trial adduced or even sought to adduce
any material evidence to sustain the. charges at
the Moscow Trials. Neither did they- dirvect so
much as a single question to any of the Ndzi or
Reichswehr defendants on the same subject. It is
not difficult to reach a conclusion about the rea-
son for this remarkable omission.: While thé evi-
dence about the “Trotskyites [being] inh the pay
of the German fascists” exists in Mr. Vishinsky’s
official imagination but never existed during the
Nuremberg trials, it would have been a compara-
tively simple matter for a few properly directed
questions to bring into public existence the very
real relations that existed between the Nazis and
the representatives of the goverhment represented
by Mr. Vishinsky. The silence of the Russian rep-
resentatives at the Nuremberg trials shows not
only that they are capable of exereising discretion
but that discretion is not always a virtue.

Yours,
Max Shachtman, Chairman,
Workers Party.
October 20, 1947.

. CONFERENCE WILL PRESS

TRESCA INVESTIGATION

BOSTON—A nation-wide campdign to effect a
solution of the unsolvéd murder of Carlo Tresca,
crusading editor of a New York .Italian journal,
will get under way here Sundday, November 2,
when delegates from at least 25 labor and liberal
organizations in ten states will gather for an all-
day session at the Hotel Touraine, ¥

The object of the movement is.to galvanize the
New York City police and District Attorney Frank
Hogan's office into a new investigation of thé, Tres-
ca killing, widely regarded as & pelitical mitrder.
Tresca, who had made numerous, bitter énémies bd-
cause of his attacks on both faséists and Stalinlérs,
was slain in the 1943 dimout. He was shot mln
near the office of his paper, 1l Martello (The
mer).

Speakers at the Boston meetihg, to be called
the Justice for Tiresea Conference; -will iinclude
Norman Thomas, Roger N. Baldwin, director pf
the American Civil Liberties Union, latély biek
from Japan, where he made a survey of &ivil lib-
erties, and other prominent individa:lsi_ls. 2 e B

Plans for similar Tresca conférshées in 8ih
Francisco, New Orleans and elsewhere already
are bheing discussed.
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An Examination of the SWP's New Line in the Au'l'b Union Fight

By WALTER JASON

At long last the silence of the
Socialist. Workers Party (Cannon
faction) on the factional struggle in
the UAW-CIO has been broken, The
October 13 issue of The Militant,
which speaks for the SWP, appeared
with an analysis of the fight inside
the auto union.

Less than six months ago spokes-
men of the SWP were assuring the
auto workers that the struggle be-
tween the Reuther tendency and the
Addes-Thomas-Leonard-Stalinist bloc
had no meaning except as a seramble
for posts. And SWP supporters intro-

duced resolutions in local unions to+

that effect (example, Local 212).

Now, “Great and important things
are at stake in this fight.” Correct,
as any activist in the Auto Workers
Union understood more than six
months ago.

The sharp and politically signifi-
cant “conflict between the Reuther
tendency and the anti- Reuther bloc
is reaching a climax at the forth-
coming national convention in No-
vembher,

How ironical that at the very mo-

ment of a real victory over the Sta-
linist rule-or-ruin clique, at a time
when the decisive section of the most
militant, democratic and progressive
union in America is giving those
scoundrels the blows they deserve,
the SWP calls upon the auto workers
to reverse their decisions, to defeat
the Reuther cauncus and to give con-
trol again to the Addes-Stalinist bloc!

Such “advice is worse than stupid.
It is a crime. Fortunately the auto
workers, in decisive majority, will
pay scant heed to if, except to make
a mental note about the authors, for
the SWP has succeeded only in dis-
crediting itself by the policy it ad-
vocates.

A BASIC APPROACH
TO THE -PROBLEM

. In order to understand the grave
character of the error committed by
the SWP and to grasp the roots of
that error, it is required that one
state unambiguously what fundamen-
tal approach guides sound trade
union tactms,

Here we can think of ° no better
elucidation of the problem than the
following quotation:

Partition Plan - -

{Continued from page 1)

of the British Empire and in a poor
imitation of defiance repeated his
statement about evacuating Pales-
‘tine,” adding that while England
would not do anything alone, or in
a major role, it would participate in
a minor role in eforcing any deci-
sion. A .few more cracks:of Uncle
Sam's whip and the lion’s tail will
wag in the direction that Wall Street
" wants it to wag.

RUSSIA'S OBJECT!VES
.Once -the U. S. declared itself in
favor of partition, the Russian dele-
gate made a similar statement. He
too accepted the principle of parti-
tion with boundary revisions. The
drawing of concrete boundaries is to
be left to.the UNSCOP for future
study.. All that this session should do,
aécordlng to the Russians, is fo de-
mde the principle of partition, with
no final action taken, thus leaving
* {he situation fluid so that Stalinist
imperialism can fish
waters.
Russia is interested in getting the
itisﬁ ‘out of Palestine and, if pos-
si le, in sticking its finger into the
N_ea; ‘East oil pie. The Russian diplo-
mats have decided that partition is
the ' quickest way to achieve their
goal. The -Russians also were not
overlooking the fact that their sup-
pori of a Jewish state would make it
easier for the Communist Party tio
. agitate against the ‘Mashall Plan
among the Jewish workers, The Rus-
sian delegate made no mention of the
question. of “implementation.”
These almost identical statements
by the world’s two great imperialist
powers seemed to guarantee the ac-

By
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in muddied

ceptance of the partition plan and
many Zionists are talking as if a
Jewish state is guaranteed. These
optimists will not find the road an
easy one. While there is no doubt
that the Ad Hoc.committee will by
majority vote favor the partition
plan, there seems to be little chance
for a two-thirds vote in the Geheral
Assembly, according to the PRES-
ENT line-up.

Many countries like France and

~ some Latin American states are ab-

staining, This fact is beginning to
alarm some Zionist leaders and they,
together with the liberals of The Na-
tion and PM, are now using the U. S.
to force the smaller countries into
line. The U. S. has often done this
when it feels that its imperialist aims
will be served. What it will do in
this case remains to be seen,

However, the problem of votes is
not the main obstacle. The main
stumbling block is who is to occupy
Palestine in the next immediate pe-
riod. None of the imperial states is
in favor of immediate independence.
The U. S. wants to maintain the pres-
ent Anglo-American military posi-
tion in Palestine, Russia is sure to
object. Stalin wants to get some sort
of foothold eon the Mediterranean
even if in a subordinate role. There
is little prospect—to say the least—
that the U. 8. will al!ow thzt to hap-
pen.

Despite the momentary appearance
of agreement in principle, the Pales-
tine question will not serve as a
means of bringing the two imperial-

ists together, but like all other is- °

sues will become a bone of conten-
tion between the two—with both the
Jews and Arabs as the victims,
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‘In Bundles of 25 or More, Three Cents per Copy

Ordor from:

- WORKERS PARTY PUBLICATIONS

4 eri Squure

Long Island City 1, N. Y.

" (All Orders Musi Be frepnld)

"Riverside Drive.

“We must classify the Stalinists
and the reactionary and ‘progressive’
patriotic labor fakers as simply two
different. varieties of enemies of the

working class® employing different-

methods because they have different
bases umdler their feet. It brings us
into a complicated problem in the

trade union movement. It -has-been -

our general practice to.combine “in

day-to-day trade .union work with .

the progressives and even the con-
servative labor fakers against the
Stalinists. We have been correct from
this point of view, that while the
conservatives and traditional laboer
skates are no better than the Stalin-
ists, are no less betrayers in the long
run, they have a different base of ex-
istance. The Stalinist base is the bu-
reaucracy in the Soviet Union. They
are perfecily willing fo disrupi a
trade union in the defense of the
Soviet Union. The traditional labor
fakers have ne roots in Russia nor
any support in its powerful bureau-
eracy, Their only base of existence is
the trade unions. That tends to make
them, from self-interest, a little more
loyal to the unioms than the Stalin-
ists. That is why we have been cor-
rect in most cases in combining with
them as against the Stalinists in

‘purely union affains.”

This analysis is essenially correct,
especially when applied to the UAW-
CIO. This quotation is from the
speech of JAMES P. CANNON, head
of the SWP, as printed in the Social-
ist Appeal of October 19, 1940,

The factional struggle in the UAW-
CIO during the war period confirmed
to the hilt this analysis of the labor
bureaucracy and the Stalinists, The
flip-flops of the Stalinists proved they
functioned exclusively as agents of

‘Stalin. The distinction between the

militants and the .Stalinists was ra-
zor-edge sharp on iwo vital issues:
the question of piecework and the
no - strike pledge. :The Stalinists
sought to tear the guts out of the
‘UAW-CIO and the working condi-
tions in the shops by demanding a
pro-piecework policy, and by oppos-
ing irreconcilably any strike strug-
gle of the UAW-CIO militants. In
gontrast, the “progressive patriotic
labor faker,” “from self-interest, a
little more loyal to the union,” re-
sponded to the pressure of the mem-
bership, and resisted the Stalinist
drive. Inadeguately, to be. sure, but
none the less he resisted. The Addes-
Stalinist bloc demonstrated “they are
perfectly willing to disrupt a trade
wunion in the defense of the Soviet
Union.”

HAVE UNION MILITANTS
QUIT REUTHER CAUCUS?

The Reuther tendency coalesced
during the GM strike in 1946 when
the GM strike program united the
“progressive patriotic labor fakers,”
symbolized by Reuther, and the gen-
uine militants who built the Rank
and File Caucus to fight the no-strike

pledge. The SWP can hardly dispute
this analysis thus far. The point of
their argument is that subsequently
the genuine militants have deserted
the Reuther-caucus because as ‘“pres-
ident of the union he has been far

* from 1n111tant and far frem .progres-

sive.”

Of course, Reuther ~has not ad-

vanced one'step from the GM strike

program. As & mattér of fact, he has
been competing, and sueccessfully,
with thé Addes - Thomas - Leonard-
Stalinist bloe for a bloec with Philip
Murray, CIO president, on the basis
of Murray's- conservative program.
The pressure for Reuther's “swing
to the right” came primarily from
Murray and the top CIO officialdom.
It is not a reflection of the senti-
ment of the masses who suppert his
tendency. The disorientation caused
by this is reflected in The Militant
editorial and provides a basis for the
discredited -Stalinists and semi-Sta-
linist demagogues, who themselves
have been crawling on their bellies
before Murray, to recoup some of
their dwindled prestige by a bar-
rage of empty radical - sounding
phrases. If rank and file militants
accept the reasoning of The Militant
editorial, as they will not, it will
serve only one aim—the aim of the

" Stalinists, which is to postpone by

‘any measures the final blow of the

axe which is inevitably coming.
But that does not answer the ques-

tion. When and on what issue or is-

" sues in the UAW-CIQ during the

past 18 months did the genuine mili-
tants break from the Reuther cau-
cus? Perhaps on the Allis-Chalmers
strike debacle, which discredited R.
J. Thomas and the Stalinists? Perhaps
on Reuther’s demand that the Inter-
national Executive Board keep ver-
batim minutes so the rank and file
can keep a closer check on the lead-
ership? Perhiaps on thé FE merger
fight? There is no evidence, and none
can be produced to prove that the
solid union militants switched sides.
Quite the contrary.

There is an amazing but under-
standable gap in the SWP analysis
of the UAW-CIQ factional struggle
at this point. There has to be.

Walter -Reuther has retained and
solidified his® leadership over the
bulk of the inilitants who built the
UAW-CIO. One issue that made this
crystal clear was the fight on the
phony FE merger proposal advocated
by the Addes-Thomas-Leonard-Sta-
linist bloc.

Precisely because the record of the
past 18 months proved to the anti-
Reuther forces that they did not have
and could net win the support of
the UAW militants, the Addes-Sta-
linist bloc was forced to try a ruth-
less, cynical maneuver to pack the
forthcoming , convention with
votes, This reckless gang tried to use
its mechanical majority on the Inter-
national Executive Board to railroad
through the FE merger proposal.

new’

Willingly or unwillingly—it is be-
side the point—Reuther had to ap-
peal to the rank and file on a mili-
tant, democratic, sound industrial
union basis for support in blocking
the Addes-Stalinist plan. The response
exceeded Reuther's fondest expecta-
tions. The UAW ranks gave the Ad-
des-Stalinist' blog a tefrible defeat.
The victoxy in
the rénk 'and ‘file, even more than
Reuther's. The results of the elec-
tions for . convention delegates—
roughly a irend for a two-to-one ma-
jority for the Reuther tendency—
show that the ranks understood the
significance of this struggle, in terms
of an analysis of the character of the
two contending factions.

Is it a wonder that the SWP offi-
cially was silent on this crucial is-
sue? That its present analysis, the
first it has published in many months,
conveniently overlooks the signifi-
cance of that struggle? The facts con-
tradict the SWP theory, so the facts
are ignored. In passing, one must re-
cord that the role of the SWP on this
question was thoroughly opportiu-
nistic. Offically, no policy. In prac-
tice, vote for the merger in locals
where it would carry, and evade the
question in locals dominated by Reu-
ther supporters!

The blind spot of the SWP in that
fight, and in its present analysis, is
the unwillingness or inability to
grasp the character of the "struggle
against the Stalinists in the UAW.
In his struggle against the Stalinists,
from 1943 until today, Reuther has
been attacking them essentially as a
reactionary force in the UAW. His
main attack concerns their war rec-
ord, the FE merger fight, and their
rule-or-ruin tactics in behalf of Mos-
cow, irrespective of the interests of
the men in the shops.

STUMBLE INTO TRAPS
SET,BY STALINISTS.:

The bulk of the UAW militants
support Reuther as the symbol of
ihe struggle against 'the reactionary
Stalinist gang. Reuther retains this
support primarily because he knows
how to appedl to the sound, demo-
cratic and militant sentiments of the
ranks. The FE merger fight is a viv-
id and fresh memory in the minds of
the auto workers, - 4

The SWP characterizes Reuther as
a “red-baiter.” But what does this
mean? Does Reuther attack the CP
because they are too militant, be-
cause they are revolutionists? No.
He attacks them essentially for the
reactionary role they have played in
the UAW-CIO and links up this re-
actionary role to the anti-working
class regime in Russia. His formula
against outside political parties,

which obviously can cover genuine:

revolutionists as well as Stalinists, is
the cloak for maintaining the domi-
nation of bourgeois political ideas in
the labor movement, and Reuther
utilizes an essentially correct criti-

| Memorial to 6 Million Deddl

By EUGENE KELLER

On, October 19 the cornerstone for
a memorial for the six million Jew-
ish vietims of German fascism is to
be unveiled on New York City's
High United Na-
tions and government officials, as
well as ambassadors of almost all
countries are to attend the ceremony.
It will indeed be an outstanding af-
fair, and none of the dignitaries pres-
ent will ‘want to be Qutdone in voic-
ing his concern over the fate of the

Jews. That the memorial is to be .

built upon the soil of the richest and

“most democratic” country on earth.

may seem right to some; but, in con-
sidering the true relation of the U. S.
government to the refugee problem,
one cannot escape viewing the cere-
mony with bitter irony.

One is' reminded of the Unkonwn
Soldier, whose torn corpse is of
greater concern to the authorities
than his living body. And just as the
tomb of the Unknown Soldier and
the speeches made over it do not so
much signify his courage as the hy-
pocrisy of the authorities, so the
memorial to Europe’s slaughtered
Jews does not so much bespeak their
tragic fate ;s the callousness of
American officialdom,

The figures on immigration, cover-
ing the years 1933-41, are an indict-
ment of the American' policy. The
quota system, under which the num-
ber of immigrants entering the U. S.
is restricted according to their coun-
try of origin, was devised in 1924,
ostensibly to prevent excessive job
competition. Under the quota, about
27,000 persons could immigrate from
Germany and - Austria, 3,000 from
Czechoslovakia and 6,500 from Po-
land. (We cannot go into the various
discriminatory aspects of the system
by which, for example, the United
Kingdom was allocated about 65,000
persons annually, but countries in
far more dire need of emigration a
much smaller amount.)

QUOTAS UNFILLED

When the. persecution of Jews by
Hitler took on serious proportions,
quotas were not expanded. What is
of decisive importance in this con-
nection, however, is not the quota
system as such, but the fact that
prospective immifrants had to give
very considerable financial guaran-
tees, or had to hgve relatives in the
U. S. give these for them. These and
similar restrictions explain why even
the pitifully low quotas were never
filled. Thus from 1935-45 there were
134,000 immigrants from Germany,

Austria and Czechoslovakia as against
a quota totalling about 300,000 for
these ten years.

Despite ihe increasingly scvere
plight of the Jews in these countries,
the immigration restrictions were
never eased. Temporary stays (on

non-immigrant visas) were allowed .

to only 42,000 persons. Asylum was
never granted (except to “persecut-
ed” royalty). To top off a policy
which spelled the doom of vast mil-
lions, all U. 8. consulates in Germany
and Ausiria closed in June, 1941,
making emigration almost impossible
at a time when it still constituted
the alternative {o deportation and
death.

These facts reveal the hollowness
of the war aims, supposedly em-
bodied in the “Four Freedoms” for
they imply an utter disregard for
the democratic principle of asylum.
While inn WORDS the fate of Eu-
rope’s persecuted masses were be-
wailed by the capitalist politicians,
while Roosevelt created a number
of powerless refugee boards and
committees, by their ACTS these
politicians betrayed their real posi-
tion,

' These are things to remember
when the speeches drip honey at the
unveiling ceremony,
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Which Caucus Should UAW Militants Support?

cism of the CP in order to help bol-
ster his own opportunistic, pro-capi-
talist politics, which is summarized
in: support to the Democratic Party.
But in this respect Reuther is not
one iota different from his opponents,
who .use the identical formula in
their statement of October 3 against

.- outside interests.

The confusion of the SWP in fun-
damental line on the Stalinists makes
them prey for two Stalinist traps set
up for the gullible. In the first in-
'stance in an effort to hide their rec-
ord, the Stalinists and their allies
have centered agitation against the
miserable features in the GM con-
tract. By screaming -at Reuther in
GM the Stalinists hope to divert their
role in shoving the notorious “com-
pany security” provisions in the
Ford contract, in putling piece-work
provisions in some contracts during
the war which still remain in force.
The SWP loses itself in criticism
only of 'Reuther. Certainly, the ma-
jor criticisms of the GM contract
are correct. But the duty of objective
criticism is to subjeect the whole oi
the UAW-CIO bureaucracy and its
results in contract negotiations to
the same test. The results of this
kind of investigation are admitted by
the SWP.

“A number of the leading figures
of the Thomas-Leonard-Addes cau-
‘cus can unguestionably be classified
as mnarrow-minded unionr machine
politicians. Furthermore, the basic
program of this faction on wage pol-
icy, political action, etc., scarcely dif-
fers from that of Reuther or Murray.
There should be no misunderstand-
ing on this score,” the Militant in-
forms us. Well, then the Stalinist
demagogy on the GM contract should
not, and does not serve as a decisive
basis for choosing between the two
factions.

The second trap set by the Stalin-
ists for the gullible, concerns the
present character of what the Mili-
tant names as the “Thomas-Lecnard-
Addes” bloc. It consists in demon-
strating that the Stalinized caucus is
not Stalinist. “Not only do they (the
Stalinists) not control the Thomas-
Leonard-Addes caucus. They have no
voice in its top councils, and are not
even a significant factor in its lower
ranks,” The Militant declares.

For the Stalinists, this device cov-

ers up their own reactionary role.

For the Militant, the device serves
to aveoid the question of the struggle
against Stalinism in the UAW where
militants are engaged in a desperate
battle with it.

Here one can learn an instructive
lesson in judging the character of a
tendency or faction in the labor
movement. Does one judge a caucus
by who makes the speeches? Who
sits on the platform at caucus meet-
ings? Does one ask the absurd ques-
tion is Thomas a Stalinist? Is Addes
a Stalinist? Or has he been cheating
the Stalinist party out of dues? This
type of question has importance in
estimating the individual's role in the
caucus. But what is the political pro-
gram of that group? What is the de-
cisive line?

Of course the Stalinists, for diplo-
matic reasons, have taken a back
seat in the anti-Reuther caucus. They
are not idiots. The days when Nat
Ganley or John Anderson. openly
mingled with the leadership are over.
But what policies has this caucus fol-
lowed? What policies do they advo-
cate for the coming national conven-
tion? We ask a simple question. On
what important political or organi-
zational question has the Thomas-
Leonard-Addes—minus the Stalinists
—caucus disagreed with the Stalinist
line in the UAW-CIO? The SWP
would have to search the records not
for one day, or a week, or a month,
or a year, but for a long period of
time, and still they would not be
able to furnish any important exam-
ple.

MUST JUDGE ADDES
BLOC PROGRAMMATICALLY

There is another test. What kind of
programmatic struggle is the anti-
Reuther caucus waging. Unfortunate-
ly, in this case we see only another
trap set by the Stalinists, which has
ensnared at least the SWP.

“But a confluence of circumstances
has forced upon the Thomas-Addes-
Leonard faction a more progressive
role than Reuther's. These circum-
stances are the reactionary nasure of
Reuther’s factional struggle, his at-
tempt to displace his fellow officers

NEWARK MEETING
DISCUSSES ZIONISM

Comrade Irving Berg spoke Satur-
October 11, at the Newark
Branch Workers Party headquarters.
on “Exodus 1947—Exodus Zionism.”

Comrade Berg gave an informative
and interesting account of the his-
tory and growth of Zionism. The
speaker -then sharply analyzed the
present predicament of Zionism..
“The Zionist demands for a national
Jewish home are only a partial an-
swer to the world-wide Jewish prob-
lem. Not until Palestine“and the rest -
of the world -are freed from imperial-
ist domination and socialism is es-
tablished will the solution to the
Jewish problem be found,” he said.

Refreshments were served after
the meeting and a new member was
recruited to the bhranch.

and install himself as the undispu_ted
leader of the auto union, his ideologi-
cal bloe with the right-wing elements
of the labor movement (Dubinsky,
John Green, Emil Rieve, etec.)
Through sheer necessity and for its
own protection, the Thomas-Leonard-
Addes group is forced {o assume the
role of a progressive grouping, fight-
ing for more militant methods, and
attitudes, and for democratic. rights
of the entire membership.”

There is a distortion of truth in the
last sentence of the paragraph gquot-
ed from the Militant editorial. Just
as the Stalinist hacks speak of “So-
viet Democracy,” and vigorously de-
fend a totalitarian regime, so the
Addes-Stalinist bloc pays ceremonial
tribute to milihmcy in those locali-
ties where this deception might gar-
ner a few votes. But the character of
their struggle against the Reuther
tendency must be judged not /by
bread crumbs tossed to hungry faith-
seekers, but by its over-all political
nature.

* The real characier of the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard struggle is Stalinist
in every respect. Utilizing the posi-
tion of the top Reuther leaders on
the question of signing the non-Com-
munist affidavit under the Taft-Hart-
ley law, the Stalinists’
trusters of ‘the "anti-Reuther caucus .
have concocted a genuine Moscow
Trial frame-up technique against
Reuther. ;

BORROWING MOSCOW
TRIAL TECHNIQUES

First, Drew Pearson, Washington
correspondent, was sold on the idea
that the Republicans were consider-
ing Reuther as a running mate for
Taft. Then a Taft-Reuther club. for
president and vice-president was an-
nounced in Chicago. Instantaneously,
the Stalinists in every local union in
Detroit began shrieking about a Taft-
Reuther plot to destroy the UAW-
CIO. Here was the ace-in-the-hole
that was to swing the majority of
auto workers from Reuther to the
Addes-Stalinist bloc. Another variant
on this smear technique was the pub-
lication in a gutter sheet called the
“FDR” of a letter from Gerald L. X,
Smith purporting to back Reuther
because Reuther was supposedly anti-
Semitic! (Parenthetically, this “docu-
ment” hasn't prevented Thomas and
Addes supporters from carrying on a
vicious anti-Semitic campaign against
certain militants in the Reuther cau-
cus.) '

_Unable to debate issues, the Stalin-
ists and their fellow-travelers always .
resort to the Moscow trial technique,
What is alarming, as well as disgust-
ing, is to see SWP . supporters in
Flint and Detroit distributing this
filthy literature in the presence of a
member of the Political Commiitee
of the SWP. Such is the disastrous
end to the road that the blind policy
of the SWP in the UAW-CIO brings
them. Instead ‘of utilizing this oppor-
tunity to educate the auto workers
in the tragic consequences of accept-
,ance of the Moscow Trials, and the
Stalinist technique the SWP tail-ends
‘the Stalinists, and urges the auto
workers to put that blec in power.
No one can say that the SWP did
not have sufficient warning against
such fatal consequences to their pol-
icy. In 1940, Cannon himself pointed
out, in the same speech already quot-
ed. “We must be very careful. If we
allow ourselves to become confused
and mixed up with the Stalinists, we
will cut ourselves off the road of our
approach to the rank and file of the
trade union movement, which, in my
opinion, .is a more important reser-
voir of the revolution than the Stal-
inist rank and file.” We subscribe to
that viewpoint. The same cannot: be
said of the SWP today:.

UAW Vofe - -
(Continued from page 1)

also. As the Labor Pariy idea grows

in the consciousness of the workers,
Reuther’s attitude toward it will de-

termine whether he continues to be

as popular as he is today. Reuther

will have to LEAD the workers and

advance Such ideas as captured the

imagination of the workers during

the GM strike. To look at it in any .
other way is to give up on the mili-

tant independence of the UAW.

The danger of “outlawing” all pol-
itics outside of CIO-PAC and the
opposition to independent workihg
class politics must be fought. In this
Reuther has also been aided by the
disruplive role of the Stalinists and :
the publication of “FDR.”

Will there be a fight for a Labor
Party at this- convention?

This question can only be an-
swered by Martin Gerber and Emil
Mazey. They represent the minority:
of the present board who favor the
independent Labor Party. They must
realize that delegations coming from
Briggs, Budd, Chrysler, Flint Chev-
rolet, Electro-Motive La Grange, Re=
vere Chicago, Bell Buffalo and oth-
ers are in favor of the Labor Party.
They must not be permitted to allow
the organizational question to take
precedence over all questions, ;

A Labor Party caucus must be
convened. The majority of dele-
gates for a Labor Party, mentioned
above, are within the Reuther cau- .
cus. A fight has to be made within
that -eaucus for their position. ]

real brain .
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