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By JAMES M. FENWICK

Under other conditions Howard
Hughes' latest production might have
been funny. The multi-million dollar
flying-boat which was not intended
to fly anyway; Maj. Gen. Meyers with
his $4,000,000 in government bonds—
and not even the excuse that'the
Little People slipped them uhder his
pillow at night; the $150,000 to be
used to buy off the Catholic Legion
of Decency so as to pérmit the ex-
hibition of Jane Rugsell in the greatest
bosom picture of all time — it all
could have been sure-fire stuff, good
for real belly laughs.

It could have been . .,

But the memory of the freighter
somberly decked with blackened
laurel leaves which pulled into New
York harbor last month is still too
fresh. Stacked in the holds, without
‘dignity, were the coffins containing
the bodies of hundreds of sons of the
people who died miserably in the
war, solely to permit Hughes and his
friends to amass millions . . . to defile
everything they touched.

To these men Noah Dietrich, ex-
ecutive vice-president of the Hughes'
interests, compared the two-star
scoundrel Meyers. “I don’t think the
man knows right from wrong,”
Dietrich said. *“I think he is a war
casualty.” They defile everything,
even the memory of the dead.

WHO IS MEYERB?

. Who is Maj. Gen. Bennett E.
Meyers, the current leading figure in
the senate war jnvestigating com-
mittee probe into wartime graft? He
is not small fry. He was no less than
deputy chief of air force procure-
ment. He had a hand in the purchage
of billions of dollars of air force
materiel. It was a skilled hand. It
..was-go skilled, in:fact; that he was
able to do what the alchemists used
to go mad dreaming Bbout-—change
his brass inio gold.

What has this model exponent of
the free enterpriseé system (the
accent is on the “free”) - been
accused of? Enough for the “(retired)”
which follows his name to take on
real meaning. Testimony at the hear-
ing revealed the following:

1. That in 1941 Meyers pulled down
$28,000 from an aviation equipment
firm of which he was the ghost owner.
In his more earthly embodiment as
an army officer he diverted Bell Air-
craft contracts to his firm, raising the
unit price of the fuse boxes his firm
wds supplying from §$11 to a less
ectoplasmic $44. Where Meyers got
the money to create the firm in the
first instance has not been revealed.
It can be safely assumed that it
wash't through baby-sitting.

2. That during the war Meyers pur-
chased $4,000,000 in war bonds on
margin. Just where the money origi-
nated for this operation also has not
been made clear.

8. That in 1940 Meyers in his own
name purchased $1,000 of Republic
Aviation Corporation stock for that
shield and buckler of democracy,
Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, retired chief
of staff of the air forces. This stock
incréased {remendously in value
during the war as a result of the
receipt of goveérnment contracts.
That there is any necessary causal
connection between these two facts
is, of course, subversive propaganda.

4, That, according to Hughes,
Meyers gave the Hughes recon plane
a low priority number out of pique
at Hughes' refusal to loan Meyers
$250,000 For the purchase of $10,000,000
in war bonds on margin.

5. That Meyers similgrly pressured
Hughes for a loan to buy a trick
bicycle factory in California. This
bicycle was apparently specially de-
signed for politicians, capitalists and
ex-army officers to back-pedal at any
moment during congressional inves-
tigations.

6. That during the time he was an
air force procurement officer Meyers
or His wife had large holdings in
aircraft corporations with which
Meyers dealt. This fact wa# hidden
by Meyers at the time.

MEYERS' ACCUSATIONS

Meyers while on the witness stand
made a number of accusations which
jn turn are not without interest:

"He stated that Hughes had offered
him a $250,000 “loan” while Hughes’
recon plane was under consideration
by the air forces.

He asserted that before entermg
jnto the war bond deals he had
obliquely consulted no less'eminent
persons than Henry Morganthau, jr.,
then secretaty of the treasury, and

Marriner S, Eccles, chairman of the-

board of governors of the federai

reserve system. .
- He asseried .that Hughes had
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people might call a bribe if he could
fix it with the New York City ad-
ministration to permit the showing of
Hughes' love-amid-the-hay opus, “The
Outlaw.”

He stated, further, that Hughes
(for obvious favors to be derived)
had offered him a job during the war
and that he had recéntly offered him
a $20,000 a year “part-time” job to
act as Hughes’ Washington and Day-
ton representative, in which capacity
he could capitalize on what are, in
view of the evidence, his ample con-
nections. '

WHAT IS THE TRUTH?

In the filth of party girls, lies,
normal capitalist business practices,
corrupt army officers, greed, politics,
waste, commercial friendships, lavish
entertainment, and the breathless lust
for money which envelops the Hughes
case it is difficylt to know where
lies end and truth begins. The safest
assumption, and the most probable
one, is that all are guilty.

The labor movement and such

- veterans’ ' organizations as the AVC

should raise a storm of protest, de-
manding a full investigation of war-
time corruption. The {imid re-
searches already made reveal muddy
tracks leading to the officers of high-
est personnages in political and mil-
itary life.

When recent investigations bring
to light names like those of rep-
resentative May, Chairman, no less,
of the house military affairs com-
mittee, Ira Eaker, chief of staff iqr
the au‘ forces during the war, Henry
Morganthau, jr., former secretary of
the treasury, Marriner S. Eccles of
the federal reserve system, Howard
S. Hughes, Mayor O'Dwyer of New
York City, Elliott Roosevelt, and
scores'of others, the time is long over-
due for smoking out the patriolic
scoundrels who infest the government,
Let’s’ see who their friehds are and
the ramifications in industry and pol-
itics that their cupidity involves.

PRESSURE BEING EXERTED

Strong pressures are being exerted.
congressmen have pointed out, to
hush the scandal up. For the army
to protect its buddies is only natural
After all, for them it is not as if
Meyers had been caught cheating at
cards, stealing another officer’s liquor,
or f{fraternizing with enlisted men.
For the capitalists the reasons for
glossing. over revelations are more
potent — they reveal too much about
the normal functioning of the cap-
italist system.

These are the scoundrels who piled
up wealth while young men were
dying in fear and pain all over the
world!

These were the gods who disposed
of our fates during the ‘war and be-
fore whom we were forced to abase
ourselves

These were the curs whe yapped
at the unions during the war for
trying to maintain a decent standard
of living!

These are the stainless crusaders
of a holy war against Russia!

Let the curses and cries of shame
of an outraged working class fall upon
them!

Investigate the United States war
crimimals!

Real Price Control, Wage
Rest on Aggressive Labor

Quit Detroit
Rent Board

By M. EVANS ‘

DETROIT — The local Detroit Rent
Advisory Board is preparing to de-
control all rents in the city of De-
troit. They plan to decontrol rents
on units of:three rooms or.more oc-
cupied by single persons as a first
step toward boosting rents sky-high.

This will not relieve the housing
shortage in Detroit, as they claim.
The landlords have given no evidence
to prove this claim. It will only re-
lieve families of their present hous-
ing. Famijies will be evicted whole-
sale to make way for single tenants
so 'that landlords can legally raise
rents.

The local “Decontrol” Board is pre-
paring to have a hearing of the ten-
ants’ position  on this - resolution.
When it is going fo take place nobody
knows—except the “Decontrol Board.”

RESIGN FROM BOARD

On November 3, William G. Nich-
olas, UAW housing director "~ and
chairman of the Greater Detroit Ten-
ants Council, Ernest Bennett, co-op
and hoysing director of the Michigan
State CIO Council, and Blaine Marrin
of UAW Local 157, members of the
Area Rent Advisory Board appointed
by Governor Kim Sigler, resigned
from the board as a public protest.

The CIO members of the board
called it a “farce”
the presence of the CIO to making
the board ‘appear to be a democratic,
representative group for the city of
Detroit. On the' 38 man board ap-

pointed by Siyler there were THREE -

members in favor of rent control all

CIO representatives. There is not one

real, genuine tenant on the board.
The AFL in this area has carried

(Continued on page 3)

and refused to lend _

Big Business Propaganda Campaign
Plays Down Profits, Asks Tax Mercy

By SUSAN GREEN

General Electric buys space in all
the major newspapers for full-page
advertisements to “prove” how rea-
sonable are its profits. David Law-
rence, editor of that businessman’s
magazine, the United States News,
devotes his double-page editorial to
a defense of the mountainous profits
of industry and besides runs an arti-

cle in the same isspye of November 14

giving businessmen the “class line”
on profits.

Business is geiting ready for what
it terms labor’'s demand for “the
third round of wage increases.” La-
bor leafders have stated that if the
cost of living continues fo Trise, as
everybody expects it will, workers
will have to get more money. At the
CIO convention, President Murray
indicated that labor’s attack will be

on the profits of industry now at.an
all-time peak. At the UAW conven-
tion, President Reuther {ook the
same line. He said: “A year agd, the
much-criticized —from business—Na-
than report was wrong, and history
and the facts that have developed
since it was published prove that it
was wrong. But it was not wrong on
the side whioh the NAM said it was
wrong on. Instead of American in-
dustry making $15,000,000,000 in prof-
its after taxation, American industry
in the first half of 1947, on an an-
nual basis, made $17,500,000,000 in
profits, after taxes—two and a half
billions more than the CIO Nathan
report said.”

Industry is acting on the theory
that the best defense sometimes is to
take the offensive. It hds mounted its
money bags and begun to shoot—to

CONTINUING AN ANALYSIS OF THE UAW. CONVENTION

shoot pmpaganda into, the eyes and
ears of the public. Indusiry would
like the public fo believe that, with
1947 profits after taxes over twice
those of the boom years 1929 and
over three times -the . pre-war year
1939, the capitalists are more to be
pitied than scorned, more to be

.thanked than attacked.

WEEP FOR THE RICH

First, of course, we are suppesed
to weep for the corporations because
they pay such high taxes. Profits be-
fore taxes for 1947 will be $28,200,-
000,000; the government will get $11,-
200,000,000 in corporation taxes; the
poor corporations will have left a
mere $17,000,000,000. Don’t mention
the faét that this $17,000,000,000
net after taxes towers about the
$8,400,000,000 after taxes for 1929, way
above the $5,000,000,000 for 1939, and

even above the $12,500,000,000 for
1946.

Naturally the capifalists would
like to keep all of that $28,200,000,000
profits before taxes. But isn't it their
system that requires a national bud-
get of between thirty and forty bil-
lians?__lsn’t_ it their government that
spends the money mainly for the

. needs’ of the capitalist class? Isn't it

capitalist imperialism' that has made
expensive militarism the order of the
day? Indeed, the capitalist ‘class is
getting away with murder when it
comes to taxes.

Of the total government revenue
of around forty billion dollars, cor-
poration taxes amount to a good deal
less than a third. On the other hand,
96 per cent of individual taxpayers
are in the income brackets below

(Continued on page 4)

Raises
Action!

Democrats,
GOP Spar
On Strategy

Prices are of deepest con-
cern to the great majority of
people. The iissue of prices is
a very concrete one. For most,
it involves daily need and ur-
gent demand; for most, it is not

merely something to talk abeut .

come the next presideuﬂql elec-
tions.

This has to be said htequso
we now run the danger of let-
ting the issue be manipulated by
the campaign strategists of the
tweedledee Democrats and the
tweedledum Republicans, with-
out a single positive gain for
us on the price front.

The press, GOP and Democratic
leaders, all of them, agree that prices
will be the key issue of the 1848
campaign—and that Truman’s mas-
sage to Congress was the opening

gun in this campaign. Though it has
been temporarily displaced in the

top headlines by other news, it will .

be the number one domestic issue
for a long time to come.

Our readers will remember tﬂat
Truman asked Congress for authority
to effect, in his own way and a$ his
own ‘time, a 10-point program, in-
cluded in which were proposals for
limited price control -and rationing,
and a wage freeze. We took thig pro-
gram apart last week, calling par-
ticular .attention- to “the mensos-of

" “wage' freezing, ‘and to the inadequacy -

of the price and rationing proposals.
Our opinion that labor, and the peo-
ple generally, stand to gain little
from the Truman program, despite
all the furor it engendered, is pon-
firmed by the developments of the
last week.

Truman’s inflation reeommenda-
tions are now before a joint Senate-
House commitiee on economi¢ affairs
headed by Senator Taft. The commit-

tee will hold general hearings ‘on the .

recommendations, then submit the
component parts to wvarious other
special committees, banking, com-
merce, etc, for individual treatment.
One thing this procedure is guaran- .
teed to achieve: it will consume time.

CONCUR ON ERP

‘Meanwhile debate has begun on the
floor of the Senate on Truman's re-
quest for $597,000,000 in stop-gap re-
lief (Emergency Relief Program, or
ERP) for Europe. As we, and every-
body else, predicted, the Republi-

.cans will not stand in the way of

the European Relief Program, except
possibly to delay it a bit and to try
to extract a little party capital from
it. The fact is that debate was opened
with a speech by Senator Vanden-

_berg, a Republican, calling for fast

action.

Thus, it is fairly certain that Con-
gress will pass the emergency appro-
priations sought under the Marshall

1 (Continued on page 4) oy

There Cannot Be Any Compromlse With Stalinism!

By DAVID COOLIDGE

In last week’s issue of LABOR AC-
TION, in discussing the United Auto-
mobile Workers (CIO) convention,
we concentrated on the defeat of the
Stalinist-Addes-Thomas-Leonard fac-
tion. This was the decisive question
before this convention. Its importance
cannot be stressed too much. Thete
can be no compromise on the ques-
tion of Stalinism, Stalinist burrow-
ing in the labor movement, Stalinist
posing before the working class as
militant, and the sly and demagogic
pretensiohs of the Stalinists that they
are the defenders of democracy in
the trade unions.

This question is important in con-
nection with the UAW and its recent
convention. We have discussed some
aspects of the situation in previous
articles. Right now we are interested
in an adverse, criticism which was
made of the Reuther procedure - at
the convention in connection with the
holding of the elections. It is charged
by some that when the Reuther fac-
tion moved the elections from Thurs-
day to Tuesday, this was dene in or-
der to center the convention on the
elections and to forestall discussion

by the delegates on “important” con-
vention resolutions and discussions.

We believe that it was a mistake
fer the Reuther leadership and the
delegates not to provide time in the
convention for a thorough discussion
on wages, the Marshall Plan and the
vital question of political action. We
believe that this could have been
done; the time was there and the con-
vention calendar could have been ad-
justed to meet this need. We believe
further that Reuther was not anxious
to have pelitical action given an im-
portant place on the convention
agenda.

The reasons-for this are fairly ob-
vious, or should be fairly obvious to
anyone who has followed Reuther’s
career on “this question. Reuther
knows what is involved in any dis-
cussion of political action. He knows
that it is not so easy today, after the
passing of Roosevelt, “the friend of
labor,” to hold labor to the support
of the Democratic Party, “the pariy
of labor.” If’s not so easy to sell Tru-
man to labor. No one in the CIO will
attempt to sell Taft or Dewey. In
other Words, it is not easy to sell
the Demogratic or Republican Par-
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ties to labor, or at least to the UAW,
This is particularly difficult in face
of the Taft-Hartley Act and in view
of the fact that the convention voted
to sign the “Communist Party” affi-
davits on recommendation of the
Reuther leadership.

CANNOT BE SOLVED
ON MERE UNION LEVEL

The Taft-Hartley Act and the wages
question are matters which could not
have been discussed in the conven-
tion on a meré trade union level, but
only at a political level. To talk at a
political level means to talk in terms
of political organization. Political or-
ganization now cannot mean the PAC
with its all-out activity in behalf of
the Democratic Party and Truman.
Reuther knows that independent
working class political action is in-
volved in the matter of wages and
wiping out the Taft-Hartley Act.

He is not ready to make the leap
to independent labor political action.
He is not ready to break with Tru-
man and what Truman represents. He
is not ready to challenge Murray and
make an issue of independent class
politics. If the wages guestion or po-
litical action had come fo:the floor

of the convention, there were dele-
gates present who would have re-
lated wages and defeat of the Taft-
Hartley Act to political action and
the formation of a Labor Party. Emil
Mazey would have been forced into
leadership on this issue because he
is on record for a Labor Party. Reu-

ther apparently wants to confine this

discussion to the IEB for the present,
and to the sporadic initiative of in-
dividuals in the various locals.

While all of this is true, there is
something more fo be said. We re-

emphasize that the above are the.

real reasons why certain important
and relevant matters did not get into
the convention. But this was in no
manner due to the fact that the elec-
tions took place on Tuesday instead
of on Thursday. There was ample
time after Tuesday and Wednesday
for such discussion. Time was avail-
able on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day for consideration of the wages
and political action resolutions. Such
procedure was indicated after the
defeat of the Stalinist-Addes forces
and the triumph of the Reuther forces.
In fact it would have been better to
have the main. programmatic resolu-

Y

tions come up after the Stalinist, ques-
tion had been disposed of. Those who
do not understand this either under-
estimate the danger of Stalinism or
they are sputtering mere factional
demagogy.

COST OF STALINISM
TO LABOR MOVEMENT

It is interesting that the Addes-
Thomas-Leonard faction did not raise
this question, They too were willing
to have the elections earlier than
originally scheduled. They knew what
everyone else knew: that after the
long period of pre-convention con-
flict and after the struggle around the
important issues which had occupied
the membership before the conven-
tion, it would have been a farce to
proceed as though there were noth-
ing on the mind of the delegates ex-
cept the usual matters which always
come before trade union conventions,
The reality is that the lines were

‘tightly drawn and the delegates were

primarily concerned with the ques-
tion of who would assume leadership
in the International: the Reuther fac-
tion or the Stalinist-Addes-Thomas-
Leonard faction.

. The situation in the UAW conven-

RS ToL Lol S

vention was just another, instance of
the cost of Stalinism tg the lahor
movement. When the question of Sta-
linist control arises, the issue must
be sharply drawn and an atfempt
made at settlement. In the interest
of democratic trade unipnism, the
Stalinists must be defeated and de-

feated decisively. In practice this de- @

feat must be in the form of a numer~
ical majority against the Stalinists,
Anyone whe suggests or winks at
compromise oy this question is only
aiding and abetfing the Stllinlsls.
This is not some mere abstraction,
but stark reality. The membership
of the UAW is beginning to learn
these things in some elementary way.
They have had adequate experience
with the Stalinists and Stalinism.

It has been said that the dalegates_

to the convention, in revolting agamst. :

the Stalinists, were reacting to the
“anti-red” wave which is passipg
over the country. In some degree this
is correct. It is certainly true'of the
real reacnonary elements in the Reu-
ther caucus. It is true that there was
a social-patriotic element in the anti-
Stalinist opposition. It js true that

ke s (Continued on page 2) sl i'_:;
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Reuther himself is anything but free
from this social-patriotic stigma. But
to stop’here is to leave out important
faets in connection with Stalinism
) and also to leave out the paramount
fact that the majority of the mili-
tants in the Reuther group reacted
against Stalinism in a progressive
way. It is they who will be dominant
in the UAW and not the ACTU and
other conservatives and reactionaries.

RELATION OF ACTU
TO REUTHER CAUCUS

Right here is the place to discuss
the relations between Reuther and
the Association of Catholic Trade
Unionists (ACTU). It is either inex-
cusable ignorance or the most blatant
{actional .-shysterism to attempt to
make bed-fellows out of Reuther and
the ACTU. They are bed-fellows of
course i the sense that both sup-
port capitalism and both are practi-
t10ners of class collaboration. But
everybody in the United States and
in the world, except the Marxisis,
the revolutionary socialists, support

* e¢apitalism and practice class collab-
oration. This includes Tg{uman, Reu-
ther Lewis, Murray, Cardinal Spell-
man, Tatt, du Pont, members of the
A.CTU, anti-ACTU militants, real red-
baiters and non-red-baiters.

Where does this leave us? Firmly
in’ mid-air. To leave the matter here
settles nothing. We still know little
about the concrete sitmation in rela-
tion to the ACTU and Reuther, What
is relevant and significant has beén
ignofed or obscured. This is not all.
Far to say that “Red-Baiters Sweep
Convention,” as did the Militant, the

" organ of the Socialist Workers Party,
is in fact to say that the ACTU and
its program was the dominant nete
in the convention; that the base and
core of the Reuther caucus was red-
baiting, and that by virtue of the viec-

- tory of Reuther and the defeat of
" Addes, the UAW has now become the

genuinely reactionary international
in the CIO. This is what the Socialist
Workers Party is attempting to es-
tablish. They will have some difficul-
ty, for the brute facts do not support
them. They are merely a defeated
and discredited, hat-in-hand group
of adventurers on the periphery of
the Stalinist-Addes caucus.

~ What is primarily important is to

establish correctly what the basic

Reuther group is and how it is to be

distinguished from the ACTU and
from the Stalinists. In doing this we
will demonstrate what is implicit in
the “Reuther program” as related to
capitalism, capitalist pclitics and sup-
port. of either the Republican or Dem-

—Analyzing the Results of the Auto Workers' Convention
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ocratic parties. Furthermore we can
expose the contradictions in which
Reuther is enmeshed,

* To brand the *“Reuther program”
as a “red-baiting” program or the
Reuther caucus as a "rec_l-baiting"
caucus because the ACTU is active
there, is nonsense. The ACTU joined
the Reuther caucus because this is the
anti-Stalinist group in the union.
There are militant workers in the
ACTU but even they are in the Reu-
ther caucus primarily because they
too are anti-communist and anti-so-
cialist. They are npt mere red-baiters,
but anti-reds; that is anti-communist,
.anti-socialist. They consider the Stal-
inists reds, that is, real socialists or
communists. The ACTU is reaction-
ary in a-dual way; it is anti-socialist,
while it at the same time helps spread
the illusion that the "“Communist,
Party,” this totalitarian, GPU-domi-
nated aggregation, is a genuine so-
cialist party. '
. Herein lies the danger in the pro-
gram of the ACTU. Being what it is,
the organized expression of the Cath-
olic Church in the labor movement,
it must have, the labor program of
this church. The ACTU is, for the

U. S. and under the conditions exist-"

ing in the U. 8., the same as the trade
union movement organized by the
Catholic Church for Catholic work-
ers. In Europe, under different social
and political conditions the Cathelic
Church splits the labor movement
and eqtabhshef; its own Catholic un-
ions.

Is there any other affinity between
Reuther and the ACTU except what
we have mentioned? That is, both are
anti-Stalinist and both support and
adhere to class collaborationist, poli-
cies. This is important but far from
the whole story. Furthermore, even
on the question of anti-Stalinism,
there is a difference between them.

Reuther knows that the Stalinists are_

not “reds.” He knows they are not
socialists or communists. He knows
that politically they are totalitarian
and he knows the difference between
socialism and totalitarianism.

PROGRAMS ESTABLISH
REAL DIFFERENCES

The jmportant and relevant distine-
ifion between Reuther, the Reuther
militants and the ACTU is what is
implicit in the “Reuther program”
and what is explicit in the ACTU
Catholic Church program. These two
programs are dissimilar and antago-
nistic. They will lead to conflict be-
tween Reuther and the ACTU. Im-
plicit in the “Reuther program' is
class struggle, the class organization
of labor along political lines and for
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independent working class pol:ucal'
action. The “Reuther program” has
revolutionary implications while the
ACTU program has reactionary im-
plications. The “Reuther program”
tends away from class collaboration,
while that of the ACTU program
stands implicitly and explicitly,
either for the perpetuation of class
collaboration or for the recrudesence
of the reactionary medieval political
and economic notions of the Catholic
Church.

These notions are and will remain
in conflict with the interests of the
working class. The hope for breaking
large sections ol Catholic workers
away from the ACTU lies just here:
in their coming to wunderstand that
this organization, for the reasons
given, cannot play a progressive role
in the labo'r movement.

These are the considerations which
are relevant in any discussion of the
relation of Reuther to the ACTU.
That there are militant workers in
the ACTU goes without argument.
We ow this. So long, however, as
they adhere to the priest-controlled
ACTU, they are captives and can go
no further than “militant” action on

+ the picket line.

The “Reuther program” is in con-
trast t6 the program of the ACTU.
That is what is deécisive in the first
instance. The Workers Party member
will function therefore in the Reu-
ter caucus but he will not function in
the ACTU. We will chastise Reuther
for his wavering, for his vacillation,
for his eclass collaboration. We will
give no political support to Reuther.
We will function in the Reuther cau-
cus because it is the progressive
group in the UAW. We will ignore
or oppose openly Reuther’s nonsense
about “outside . interference” in the
UAW, just as we will ignore or op-
pose Murray's nonsense on the same
subject. The Workers Party, will fune-
tion in the UAW or anywhere else in
the labor mbvement for the propaga-

tion of revolutionary socialist ideas _

and a socialist program for the labor
movement. We do not hide this now,
just as we have never concealed il.

WHOM DOES SWP

E_‘OSI'_I‘ION SERVE?

7, We have referred more than once
to “the position and activities of the
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) and
its paper, The ‘Militant, in connection
with the UAW and the convention.
It is necessary to resume this discus-
sion. In an article by Art Preis, in
The Militant for November 24, the
SWP continues its attack on Reuther
and his conduct of the convention.
We see nothing wrong in attacking
Reuther. He needs to be attacked but
the attack of the SWP is reactionary.
Their attack on Reuther is in defense
of Stalinism and the Stalinist party.

In-the attack the SWP resorts to dis- -

tortion, falsification, omission and the
pettiest sqrt of factionalism. We will
examine the Preis articles point by
point. Preis writes that he was de-
nied a place at the press table. This is

* difficult to believe. We are of the

opinion ‘that no member of the SWP
wanted to be at the press table; it
might prove emparrassing to explain,
to the variegated group of correspon-
dents. seated there, what was the mo-
tivation of the SWP for its UAW po-
sition. Preis might have been asked
questions about whether the SWP
participated in the editing of “FDR,”
the filth sheet put out by the Stalin-
ist -Addes - Thomas - Leonard faction.
There were other gquestions which
might have come up for discussion
and which would have been embar-
rassing to Preis. Also, it is necessary
to ask why Preis did not appeal to the
leader of his faction to intervene and
get him a press badge? Does he really
believe that Addes, who had some
control over press badges, could not
secure one for him? And where were
vice president Thomas and delegate
Paul Silver? Could they do nothing?
Preis says that in the discussion
around the signing of the Taft-Hart-
‘ley affidavits ¢ .. Thomas . . . led a
courageous fight of a strong minority
against the Reutherites surrender res-
olution.” What convention is Preis

talking about? It is true that Thomas -

and all of the Addes forces opposed

“the signing of the affidavits. It is also

true that all of them except Thomas

had voted in the 1EB to sign the affi-
davits. Why did the Addes group de-
cide to switch from their vote for in
the IEB to against at the convention?
Furthermore, what was the difference
in the two resolutions on the Tafi-
Hartley Act and the signing of the
affidaviis? There was no difference
except the bare fact that one resolu-
tion was for signing and the other
against, -

There was no difference between
them on how to fight the act—which
is now the question. This is important
for the reason that neither group had
any effective answer to this problem.
This can be demonstrated®by_guoting
from the resolutions.

THE TWO RESOLUTIONS
ON TAFT-HARTLEY ACT

Here i§ a relevant section from the
Addes-Thomas resolution:

“From this day forward we dedi-
cate ourselves to the mission of ob-
taining a repudiation and forthright
repeal of this infamous act and of the
reactionary program of which it is a
part. We will expose to the entire
American people the reactionary for-
ces which have produced this Act.
We will bring our message not only
to warkers but to farmers, small busi-
nessmen $hd other groups whose eco-
nomic welfare this Act threatens. We
hereby dedicate our entire member-
ship to work unceasingly in the po-
litical field in compiete unity with all
labor organizations and other pro-
gressive groups to insure the political
repudiation of those reactionaries
who are responsible for the Taft-
Hartley Act. Be it further.”

The Reuther’resolution:

“RESOLVED: That this Eleventh
Cdnvention of the International *Un-
ion, UAW-CIO, go on record lo carry
on a vigorous, militant and unceasing
drive in the political field to repeal
the Taft-Hartley Act. Be it further

“RESOLVED: That our incoming
officers and International Executive
Board be directed to test the consti-
tutionality of the Act and its respec-
tive parts while fighting for its re-
peal. Be it further

“RESOLVED: That we use our full
political strength” to remove those
congressmen from office who are re-
sponsible for the passage of the Taft-
Hartley Act. ...”

The Addes resolution:

“RESOLVED: That to protect the
financial status of our individual
members, our locals and our Interna-

tional no contracts be approved by.

Regional Direciors or the Internation-
al Executive Board unless such con-
tracts exempt the local unions, the
International Union, the union mem-
bership, the local officers, the Re-
gional Directors and the Internation-
al Officers (from the union-busting
liability provisions in the Law.
Therefore, be it further .. .”

The Reuther resolution on the same
point:

“RESOLVED: That we affirm the
position of the International Execu-
tive Board requiring ‘protective
clauses’ in all of our contracts to
safeguard our membership against
lawsuits by employers. . . .”

As we said above, both groups
dodged the real question: the matter
of independent political action as a
means of defeating the Taft-Hartley
Act. Reuther put the question on a
purely practical basis; the Addes fac-
tion took a purely demagngig and
eleventh hour factional position. And
what was the courageous fight of
Thomas—the same Thomas who sup-
ported the war and the no-strike
pledge? Let Thomas answer from his
“courageous” convention speech.
“Look, fellow delegates, I signed a
loyalty pledge during the war when
I was appointed by President Roose-
velt to the Wdr Labor Board, but I
signed that pledge because manage-
ment sitting’ across the table from me
also had te sign it.” This is enough on
Thomas.

Preis remarks that there were few-
er Negro delegates than at former
conventions. He writes: “This reflect-
ed the growing conseryative mood in
the UAW.” How? Preis does.not. say.
He also does not report that the ma-
jority of these Negro delegales were
in the Reuther caucus. He also does
not repdrt in his diatribe  on the
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“hand-picked"” Reuther slate for trus-
tees, that one of them was a Negro
who was elected for the two-year
term.

He also does not tell The Militant
readers that the Negro delegates were
not fooled by the fake efforts of the
Stalinist, Tappes, to secure.the vice-
presidency as a representatwe of the
Negroes. He also does not tell his
readers that the spokesman for the
Reuther group on the resolutions was
a  Negro, Abner from Chicage. He
fails also to mention that in the main
speech by Abner, on the affidavits
question, the Stalinist-Addes position
was cut to shreds. Abner reminded
the Addes group that they had sup-
poried the NAM in 1943, ° . I re-
member when the work or jail bill

was up, who was it who wanted to -

sell out our union then? Some of the
ones here who are eryving ‘We are
militant." "

Preis does not relate”that aflter
Reuther’'s father had congratulated
the UAW for its militant non-discerim-
ination stand, it was a white delegate
from Atlanta, Ga.,, who made the mo-
tion that Reuther, Sr., be made a life-
fime honorary member of the UAW.

QUESTIONS TO PREIS
ON POLITICAL ACTION

On the gquestion of political aclion
Preis says: “A minority of the com-
mittee, T. Ray Tucker of Flint Local
581, and Paul Silver, of Detroit Local
351, submitted a resolution calling
for the UAW to initiate a ‘program
aimed at building a new national
party of labor. The Reutherites were
particularly anxious to keep this res-
olution from the delegates, because
it could have exposed his pr ctense of
political progressivism.”

This is very interesting but net the
whole story about this resolutions
commitiee. What does Preis mean by
“a minority of the commitiee?” The
Reuther faction was a minority in the
Resolutions Committee as it was in
all the convention committees. We
take it that he means a minority of
the Addes majority in the commit-
tee, But there is an important ques-
tion to be asked. Why did the Resolu-
tions Committee fail to come out with
a resolution on independent political
action or any kind of political action.
Why didn’t Addes, Thomas or Leon-
ard write a resolution for the com-
mittee? They were the leaders of the
faction. They had-a majority on the
IEB. Thomas had bolted the faction
on the affidavits in the IEB. Why
didn’t he write & resolution calling
for a labor party? Why was this left
to Tucker and Silver, mere nebodies
in the faction? According to what
Preis writes, it was only Reuther who
was anxious to keep a labor party
resolution out of the convention. We
ask again, why was it that Addes'
own resolutions committe¢ had none?
, Preis talks of "Reuther's steam-
roller methods.” His whole piece is
beginning to become merely ludi-
crous. Reuther had a caucus and
Addes had a caucus. They both met
and decided their strategy and tac-
tics. It so happens that the Reuther
caucus had more members than the
Addes caucus. This means that Reu-
ther had more votes in-the conven-
tion than Addes. Reuther had a big-
ger faction. Surely a member of the
SWP understands these things.

On the trustee election Preis says:
“After the first two Reutherite nomi-
nees had been put over overwhelm-
ingly. . .
“put over"? The Reuther faction had
picked a slate for trustee. The slate
was printed on a card. The delegates
voted. Reuther had twice as many
delegates as the Stalinist-Addes fac-
tion and the SWP combined. Does the
SWP have any suggestions as to what
Reuther should have done? Preis at-
tempts to make a big point of the
speeches made during the election of
trustees, about “the steamroller,” and
the fact that the Reuther caucus had
picked a slate for trustees. But who
was making these speeches? The Reu-
ther opposition.

DID STALINISTS "CLI_NG TO"
OR CONTROL THE CAUCUS?
Here is what the Militant has to say
about the Stalinists with whom the
SWP was allied before and at the
convention,
“The Stalinists, who had merely
clung to the Thomas-Leonard-Addes
caucus, were very discredited in this

. caucus because of their pasti record of

treachery. They were distrusted by
the overwhelming majority of the
caucus and had scarcely any infiu-
e€nce. . . .

+“The Stalinists have made it plain
that they are out to blow up the op-
position caucus, although they have
small chance of succeeding. Too many
auto militants recall their sell-out
role during the war, when they were
the most vocal ‘plOpDnenls of speed-
up, strikebreaking, ete.”

The Stalinists were not “clinging”
to the Addes caucus. It was their cau-
cus, Addes has followed the Stalinist
polifical line for at least ﬁve years.
He followed it during the war on in-
centive pay. He has'never made any
show of breaking away from thent.
Thomas is only a stupid and clownish
captive. Leonard will ride on any
wagon he thinks' has a chance to get
through, The fact that the Stalinists
did.not take the lead out in front is
only due to the fact that they are of
course discredited. They saw the
writing on the wall in the FE-UAW
merger debacle, They know that the
real militants in the UAW are on to
them. Hence they crouched in the

. What does he mean by

dark and only emerged for feeble
flank attacks.

Of course the Stalinists may end by
trying to “blow up” the Addes cau-
cus. That is the way of Stalinism.
They will attempt to wreck any
group which they can no longer use
or which does not have the strength
necessary for Stalinist aims. The Stal-
inists know that the majority of the
leading members of the Addes group
are not genuine Stalinists. Who
thinks that Thomas, Leonard, McGill,
Lloyd Jones and many others are
Stalinists? On the night of the very
day that Addes was defeated, Lloyd
Jones appeared in the meetind of the

~ Reuther caucus. The Stalinists know

that this will be the casé with r'nany\

of the rank and file, and of the ca-'

reerist leaders who were riding on
the Addes train. The Stalinists may
quite well attempt to form another
“ faction in the UAW tomorrow. Bul
the fact remains that the Addes cau-
cus was their caucus. .

SOCIALISM CANNOT BE
PFROMOTED BY FILTH

" Finally we come to the best part of
the Militant story as contained in

“UAW Convention Sidelights” by Art:

Preis.

We quote:

“Saddest sight in the convention
hall was a little band of eager-beav-
ers of Shachtman’s Workers Party,
whose views are expressed in LABOR
ACTION. They were up in the gal-
lery- sereaming their heads off for
Reuther, while the Reuther machine
put over compliance with the Taft-
Hartley ‘yellow dog' oath. Reuther
and his ACTU allies repaid the
Shachtmanites for their small but
earnest services as shoe-shiners and
finger-men by excludmg them from
the Reutherite slates for local dele-
gates. In the Reutherite-ACTU camp,
the Shachtmanites are known as
‘Reutherites.’”

We will not stop to discuss the

“sereaming” of Workers Party mem-

bers from the gallery. We will let

this pass in order to get to the real

heart of this quotation. We want to

discuss the services which the Work-

ers Party rendered Reuther as “shoe-

shiners and finger-men.” The Social-

ist Workers Party should be careful
here. They are standing on very thin
ice. They know something about fin-

ger-men, to be sure, but hone that

belong to our party. They know

something about the sheet “FDR.”

They have heard, we think, about an

attempt at the frame-up of Reuther
in true Stalinist GPU fashion. They
know that this desperate attempt at
framing Reuther was the effort to
link Reuther to Gerald L. K. Smith,
the fascist; and to Taft, the Republi-
can extreme reactionary. But it seems
that they have Peen unable to write
about all this in their press. Perhaps
for lack of space. Perhaps for another
reason.

It is true that there were “shoe-
shiners.” But it was Stalinist shoes
which were being shined; and net by
the Workers Party. There was at least
one finger-man but he had no con-
nection with our party. No member
of the Workers Party touched the
filthy frame-up sheet “FDR,” except
fo read it and then vomit. We did the
same thing when we read quotations
in The Militant from “FDR.” No
member of the Workers Party dis-
tributed “FDR.”. No member of the
Workers Party is even alleged to have
been associated with the Stalimsts in
any filth. '

The Workers Party did none of
these things because the WP is op-
posed to Stalinism and all its works.
We do not believe in frame-up nor in
frame-up techniques. Had Reuther
resorted to such praclices against
Addes and the Addes caucus, we
would have opposed it—and openly.
We have seen enough and too much
of these anti-working class tactics.
We believe that socialism cannot be
founded or even promoted on.frame-
up, filth or any other characterlstlc
of Stalinism.

By WILLIAM BARTON
OAKLAND, Nov. 14 — The much
publicized Friendship ‘Train toured
California last week picking up a
surprisingly large amount of donated
supplies. To the big. profit makers
who contributed, the little they gave
was hardly enough to compensate
for the big money they have made
and will centinue to make from the
world's misery. For the others, the
small people who are interested only
in aiding their European brothers,
this columnist has only warm praise.
It is damned unfortunate that this
trickle of nourishment to the hungry
must be, despite the intention of some
of its sponsors, a part of American
foreign (for example, imperialist)
policy.

It remained for Oakland’s labor-
backed mayor, Joseph Smith, to put
the entire thing in its most vulgai'
form. Addressing a public meeting
to greet the train, he explained that
its purpose was to show Europeans
that the only way was “the American
Way.” Was he merely snobbishly
talking down to the people of the
countries that are our ancestors, or
was he out to explain the reason
for the whole affair right off the bat?
That’s not too clear—but it 1s clear
that he managed to l:l’l‘ectwely let the
cat out of the bag.

The way the local press reported
the contributions was especially re-
vealing. The American Legion's con-
tribution of $113 in the East Bay
Area received quite a play, but ptrac-
tically nothing was said about the
more than a thousand dollars in cash
and goods-donated by the local labor
movement. One hesitales to charge
a conspiracy, but will someone please
explain why almost the entire press

throughout the country will do its

utmost to ignore anything that might
encourage -some sympathy for the
labor movement among that part of.
the population who are not union
members? Don't answer, it's obvious
as the latest bank accounts of Messrs.
Hearst, Roy Howard, and our local
Joe Knowland. *

Speaking of the pyess, it would
have done the boys o most foreign
desks much good to have attended a
forum on India at the University of
California last week. The speakers
were students at the University from
India representing different religious
and communal groups. Despite many
political differences expressed among
them, all attacked the coverage by
‘American newspapers of recent events
in India, particularly the emphasis
on the communal riots in ecertain
areas. The amount of cooperation
between Hindu and Moslem is a
thousand-fold greater than any clash,
they all agreed, and the recent con-
flict was described as a direct result
of the policies of the British Im-
perialist rulers and their Indian
agents, the ecapitalists, landholders,
and native princes. None saw any
solution that did not start with a
completely independent India,
whether united or divided. The
“smart” penple who love t.o ‘point to

Notes on West Coast
Labor Movement...

India today as evidence of the in-
ability of colonial peoples to govern
themselves could learn much from
act‘ually listening to what . Indians
have to say.
e

California's own witch-hunt ex-
travaganza, the - State Legislature’s
Tenney Commiltee, has resumed its
sessions. In the style made famous
by its Washmgton counterpart, it has
attempted to bludgeon many accused
“Communists” in Alameda County
this week. Some of the witnesses are
undoubtedly Stalinists, who instead
of being politically exposed, have now
become martyrs in the eyes of much
of the public.

Particularly dangerous is the spirit
which the “hearings” have engend-
ered among reactionary elements.
There is in Oakland a screwball
character named Richard Ely, a sign-
painter who' has plastered the out-
side of his small shop with attacks
against just about everybody in po-
litical life, from Governor Warren to
Harry Bridges. Last week, his criti-
cism became more than vocal as he
rdshed out of his shop to slug Vernon
Lantz, labor-supported City Council-
man who happened to be reading his
signs. . Ely admits that he simply
shouted, “You red ——” and swung.
He is now awaiting sentence after
pleading guilty to a battery charge.
People like Ely are hardly dangerous,
but there is little doubt that his open
current madness is direetly inspired
by the officially sponsored “anti-red”
hysteria. Let some of the so-called
liberals (and even “socialists”) who
support the Thomas and Tenney Com-
mittees and defend the Truman Loy-
alty Oath take note.
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STALINISM'S CRUCIAL CAMPAIGN

Under the direction of Moscow’s “Cominform,” the
Stalinist parties in Italy and France ha%e launched a
series of political and strike actions that have quickly
taken on the shape and form of a coordinated campaign.
This campaign has spread widely and rapidly, and is
far from ended. It must, from the outset, be clearly
labeled and branded for what i is: A ecriminal and
treacherous campaign of political adventurism and
madness whose effect upon the working classes of Italy
and - France runs the visk of being nothing short of a
major digdster. Not every aspect of events in Western
Europe is clear; there is much that is puzzling, but on
thing we see. Once again we see with startling clarit
how little interest or concern Stalinism has with the
real welfare of the proletariat as such. Let the workers
be shot and beaten in these hopelessly adventuristic ac-
tions—they are just so much capital to be expended by
Moscow. So long as these demonstrations serve Mos-
cow’s game of rivalry with America it is justified! This
is the Stalinist credo.

The working class masses of ltaly .and France are
today on the defensive, under sharp and frontal attack
by the solidifying forces of the Right, backed in varyiry
degree by America. Only the blind can fail to see this.
The leftist upsurge which rose throughout Europe with
the triumphs of the movements of resistance and the
downfall of Hitler has now ebbed, thanks above gll to

" the policy pursued by Stalinism. Who built up de Gaulle

as d naticnal hero? Who disarmed the workers' militia
in France and ltaly? Who pursued, up to a few months
back, a policy of governmental collaboration with the
capitalist parties? Who opposed strikes and launched
the slogan of "Produce!" to the workers? The answer
is common knowledge—the Stalinist parties of Europe.

The consequences of these policies have become light-
ning elear within the past few months. Faced with the
continuation, even aggravation of the economic situa-
tion, together with the apparent impotence of the “left-
ist” parties, the forces of righlist reaction have sue-
ceeded in winning over the great middle clash strata

and have prepared the consolidation essential for their

eventual assumption of power, in its openly oppressive
form. The atmosphere of France and Italy has been
transformed, thanks to the so-called workers’ parties,
from one of militant leftism to one of aggressive and
swaggering rightism.

WHAT LIES BEHIND STALINIST STRATEGY?

But this trgnsformation in the atmosphere has been
accompanied by yet another development. It is the clash
of these two developments that accounts for the launch-
ing of aggressive Stalinist actions precisely at the worst
possible time (from the workers’ standpoint); a time
when the working class should be seeking to renew its
lost leadershxp over the nation. This other development

" is the imminence of the Marshall Plan; the fact that—

despite Congressional delay—this :mpermhst scheme
for the penetration of Europe by America is coming to
life and reality and therefore taking on concrete form
as a menacing rival to Russian domination of Europe.
The closer to realization American imperialism’s Mar-
shall Plan becomes, the more violent will be the Stalin-
ist campaign.

The actions of Stalinism can be understood in no other
way than as a limited offensive launched with the strate-
gic purpose of getting back into reorganized govern-
ments in ltaly and France and there striking at the poten-
tial effectiveness of the Marshall Plan of their rival. The
aim of Stalinism to get back inte government coalitions
is revealed in their formula, "For a democratic govern-
ment, in the heart of which the working class and its
Communist Party could at last play a determining role"
(L'Humanité). They wish a return to a bygone period of
two years ago.

This entire action is subordinated to Moscow's strug-
gle against Washington and utilizes the legitimate an-

- ger and difficulties of the workers for this purpose. The

ultimate effect of this campaign, the fact that it has
no conceivable future or outlook, is of no concern to
Moscow. Its sole criteria is: Does it strike a blow at
America and its Marshall Plan? Will it facilitate our
sabotage campaign against American aid at a later

* date? Will it make Congress delay its action in support

of credits and loans still a hit longer? How can we

“manipulate these French and Italian workers against

our rivals? 2

Thus we see the incrediblerscene of mass strikes,
chaotic actions, undisciplined clashes, ete.—-all stirred
up by the Stalinist leaders—in the midst of a gathering
storm of rightist reaction. Of course, due to the harsh
inflation and the constant squeeze of sky-high prices,
the workers are in a fighting mood to begin with; but
they do not wish to be used solely as Stalinist po-
litical pawns. Thyg there is increasing resistance to
the strike calls, as we shall indicate.

Can there be any other explanation to the events in
Western Europe? Not unless we are prepared to accept
the idea that the Stalinist parties actually are moving
for the seizure of state power; that these are preliminary
clashes prior to an attempted seizure of power coordi-
nated with marching orders from Stalin to the Russian
troops—that is, the total Stalinization of Europe. But we
cannot accept such a prognosis as being in the cards un-
less some basic factor—unknown to the rest of the world
—has. led Stalin to a point where he is prepared now to
take the plunge into a war of world-wide scope. An effort
to seize power in a planned and systematic fashion, to-
gether with the march of Russia, would cut all bridges,
force the world into two armed camps and leave but a
brief space of time for the outburst of the Third World

i o) PY

War. Given the known condition of Siallns Russia, we
cannot see this.

If this analysis is correct, then we can summarize
the purpose behind Stalinist actions as limited in scope,
even though the campaign itself will not soon die out
and may well broaden out considerably as it is now
doing in France. We have already indicated the prin-
cipal objectives' of the campaign—resurrection of coali-
tion governments with Stalinist membership; mobil-
ization against the Marshall Plan. There is also the
undoubted desire to test out their strength; to see how
far they“can go—short of power; and to attempt to
forece certain concessions and withdrawals on the part
of Marshall at the scheduled Foreign Ministers Confer-
ence in London. The entire campaign adds up to a eyni-
cal game of swindler’s blackmail, in the truest fashion
of Stalin, with masses of workers used as his means of
exerting pressure for Moscow’s program.

WHAT SHOULD REVOLUTIONISTS DO?

What must be the attitude of a socialist movement

to these events? If it were merely a question of the Sta-
linist leaders, and a matter of their skulls being eracked
execlusively, there would not be much of a problem. If it
were merely a matter of the obviously Stalinist-inspired
political actions (gangsterism against opponents’ head-
quarters, ete.), there would still be no problem. But,
unfortunately, by demagogy and by manipulation of
working class demands that are grounded in reed and
want, the Stalinists can still mobilize substantial sec-
tions of workers for their ecriminal misadventures.
Many of the strikes in progress are genuine Strikes ex-
pressing genuine economic demands of the workers
(metal workers’ strike in Paris, nation-wide teachers’
strike, ete. ) It is unlikely these actions can win—their
Stalinist leadership dooms them to defeat.

But precisely ‘because it is so concerned with every-
thing that affects the workers, a revolutionary party
such as the Trotskyist movement in France and Italy
must participate in and take its place in these strug-
gles. It must:strive to replace Stalinist political aims
with rounded economie and social aims in the real in-

‘terests of the workers. It must try to cushion the blows

struck by the police and military forces; it must try
to turn the entire course of events to its advantage by
a constant and unhesitating attack upon the Stalinist
leaders and their criminal motives.

The aim of revolutionists in these strikes must be to
win them, for the working class; and to organize forces
within the unions (socialists, syndicalists, honest union-
ists) with the idea of taking the union away from and
back from its criminal Stalinist leadqrs and driving them
out of the ranks. The correct way of mobilizing the werk-
ers against the equal threats of de Gaullist reaction
(from the outside) and Stalinist blackmail (from the in-
side] can only be shown by a simultaneous participating
in the striker movements and the sharpest denunciation
of the Stalinists. In this respect, the slogan launched in
their manifesto by the Frenmch Trotskyist party—for an
assembly of all socialists, :ommunish, anarchists, reve-
lutionists and CGT workers in “popular committees of
vigilance" to bar the rood of de Guulle fo power is cor-
rect, but insufficient. )

We know that neither the Socialist Party leaders
nor the new MRP cabinet headed by Robert Schumann
will fight de Ganlle. Rather will they facilitate his step-
ping to power by beginning the process of breaking the
workers’ organizations. (How significant is it that de
Gaulle sits back in silence today while the Ramadiers,
Blums and now .Schumanns-dohis work for-him?) What
is tragically lacking in the Trotskyist manifesto is a
frontal attack upon the Stalinists, an explanation of
why they act as they do and, above all, why their way
is a certain road to defeat und. eventually, the coming
to power of the Right. The French Trotskyists should
lead the campaign to break the Stalinist hold over the
labor movement.

CORRECT POLICY CAN SAVE SITUATION

The effect of these events is clear. The entire process
of rightist consolidation is speeded up. The shifting of
the frightened peasantry and middle class is hastened.
Large sections of the workers are thrown into confu-
sion and, not desiring to be used as puppets by Stalin-
ism, become inactive. How significant is the fact that
half the Marseille proletariat failed to respond to the
Stalinist strike call; that where secret strike votes take
place, the workers vote no strike; that a division in la-
bor’s ranks has been created. Stalinist adventurism is
responsible for this. The Social Democratic leaders, the
MRP leaders, the entire Right is encouraged in its acts
of further repression and violence against the workers.

A new phase has begun in the history of France and
Italy. No one can foretell its evolution in any final
sense. I'n all likelihood, the strikes will tend to die away
and Stalinism will ﬁnd it has lost much ground and

. many forees by its actions. Unfortunately, so will the

workers as a whole, but there is by no means a decisive
defeat in the offing. They can recover from these de-
feats because, among other factors, de Gaullism and the
Right are still far too weak and disunited to administer
a really fatal blow. A center, semi-democratic regime
is still favored by Washington and will probably con-
tinue to stagger along somehow. But agam we'see a
situation in which a correet policy will not only save

the workers from defeat, at a moment when they are -

hardly prepared for a serious struggle, but will go a
long way toward breaking the Stalinist grip over them.
Again the revolutionary movement has an opportunity
toe prove that revolutionary strategy, skillfully‘and cor-

e ctly applied, can influénce the course of events.

Henry JUDD.

Quit Rent Board in Detroit - -

(Continued from pége 1)

estate interests as opposed to the in-
terests of their own membership, let
alone the membership of the CIO and
tenants generally. The NAACP rep-
resentative certainly was not repre-
sentative of the Negroes in the city
of Detroit by remaining on the board.
Real estate interests in Detroit, as in
the rest of the United States, segre-
gate Negroes, force most of them to
live in slum areas and then charge ;
exorbitant rents on the apartments Sions!

TENANTS PRESENT CASE

The Detroit Area Rent Advisory
Board has been trying to decontrol
rents. The Greater Detroit Tenants
Council and the CIO have been fight-
ing them all along the way. The ten-
ants presented their case .at a hear-
ing set on November 6, at which only
a handful of the Advisory Board was
present.

The WAW called a special meeting
of tenants and UAW members which
_passed a resolution condemning the

their books.

"

local board, supporting the action of
the CIO members in resigning from
the board and demanding of Sigler
and the housing expediter that ten-

- ants and union members, those in,
favor of rent control, be given equal

- representation on the . Detroit Area
Rent Advisory Board.

The only answer the tenants can
have is controlling rents with their
own board and in their own way.
Boycott the loecal
boards! Don't abide by their deci-

PREPARE TO FIGHT

Only militant mass actions by the
tenants and the CIO can get real rent
control, with the freezing of rent at

June 30, 1947, OPA levels and a mora-
torium’ on evictions, The Flying
Squads of the UAW should be pre-
pared to fight the landlords as they
have done in past years. The Tenants
Council should keep on organizing
more and stronger building councils
in the city.
Meet the law of the landlord with
the law of the tenants!
Don’t pay more rent!
Fight for the passage of a real rent
. control law that protecis tenants, not
landlords!

rent advisory

. These boards were set up not to
control rents but to decontrol them:
The whole housing and rent act of
1947 is, in Harry S. Truman's own
words, “a step backward for the ten-
ants.” Therefore, let the fenants set
up their own rent control boards. Let
the landlords plead their case before
the tenants. Let the landlords open

.
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—THE OLD MAN———————

In Memory of L. D. Trotsky

He was not quite forty-five and was already
called The Old Man, as before him Lenin had
been called at the same age. In popular Russian
usage this meant oldest in understanding, deserv-
ing of the utmost confidence. And this was really
the feeling which he inspired in all those who
came into contact with him during his lifefime:
a man in whom thought, action, “personal life”

formed one solid whole, without fissures, who pur--

sued his road to the very end, without faltering;
a man who could be relied upon under any cir-
cumstances, who did not change in essence, who
did not weaken in defeat, did not recoil before re-
sponsibility, before danger, and who remained
level-headed under stress. He dominated circum-
stance, sure of himself; he contained an inner
pride so great that it made him simply and truly
modest; he contained the pride of bemg the lueid
instrument of history. In prison, in exile, in the
furnished rooms of an emigre, on the field of bat-
tle, at the height of power, he was, with total dis-
interestedness, simply the one to do exactly what
was necessary to serve peoples on the march. Hav-

ing convinced himself at an early age of his ca-

pacity to serve (at twenty-seven, in 1905, he was
chairman of the first Soviet in Petershourg), he
never doubted himself and came to view glory,
burdens of state, the most absolute” power, with
neither attachment nor disdain, as a matter of
necessity.

Given. to analysis, to contemplation, he had a
great Iyric sentiment for life which made him akin
to the poets. On the flight from Siberia he ad-
mired the snow-covered fields; in the midst of the
most arduous task of insurrection,,he conceived
a work of creative imagination; surrounded by
assassins, in the solitude of Coyoacan, he admired
the somber plants of Mexico, those eaeti which to
the European reveal an inipressive form of vital
energy; beset by .the frenzy of the lie, in the de-
liberation of the Dewey Commission on the Mos-
cow trials, he advanced a hypothesis on the birth
of a new religion when future revolutions will

. have come to an end and humanity will have tired

of the struggles which opened up a new future
before it. He was an unbeliever, but he believed
in the worth of life, in the greatness of men, in
the duty to serve and was no more capable of
doubting this than of believing in the old faiths
which are a poor remedy for doubt. The certainty
of possessing the truth made him intractable at
the end of his life and blurred his scientific spirit.

. He was authoritarian beeause in our epoch of bar-

baric struggles, thought converted into action
must become authoritarian. Nevertheless, in 1924-
£5, when he had the forces, he refused to take
power, believing that a socialist regime cannot
resort to rule by décree without entering into ma-
jor complications (and being basically convinced,
no doubt, that since history imposes ignoble tasks,
it is preferable to leave them to others born for
them and to reserve oneself for the defense of a
more distant future)

"WITHOUT OUR \"AI.IANT DEFEAT..."

I never knew him more great, he never was
dearer to me than in those miserable workers’
quarters of Leningrad or Moscow, where, having
been one of the two indisputable leaders of the
victorious revolution, I saw him many times
speaking for hours on end to some few people
from the shop or street. He was still a member
of the Political Committee and was on the point
of losing power and perhaps his life (a fact which

"we all understood as well as he and of which he

spoke to me on one occasion). He believed that the
time had come to struggle to gain the proletari-
ans, one by one—as before, in illegality, under the
old regime—to save or to create the revolutionary
democracy. Some thirty or forty workers would

listen to him and some woman sitting on the floor '

at his feet would ask questions and weigh his an-
swers . .. (1927). We knew that the probability
of our being defeatéd was much greater than of
our being victorious; but this, too, was useful.
Without our valiant defeat, the revolution would
have been vanquished a hundred times worse.
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His personality was only an exceptional phe-
nomenon within a common social grouping. All the
traits of his character, of his spirit, of his “Welt-
anschaung” belonged to that of the revolutionary
Russian intelligentsia of more than a half a cen-
tury. This consisted of tens of thousands of mili-
tants, among them many who fought at his side—
not exeluding from this numbér a great part of
his adversaries. As with Lenin and in the case of
others whom the chances of battle left in lesser
‘prominence or threéw into obscurity, the charac-
teristics of these geherations were brought to the
greatest degree of individual perfettion. The gen-
erations which engendered and formed him, lived
in him; and his generation, the produet of the
same historical circumstances, was, as a whole,
identical with him, though individually its mem-
bers were, in one form or another, inferior to
him. In writing these lines there come before me
s0 many faces, so many names, that I see it as
an incontestable truth that a whole generation
had to be destroyed to -lower the level of our
times; it approached more the man of tomorrow
and was therefore separated from the majority
the moment the masses began to yearn for a
respite.

A LEGEND FOUNDED ON TRUTH

The end of his life was a drama of solitude.
He paced rapidly, alone, his study in Coyoacan,
talking to himself (like Chernyshevsky, the first
great thinker of the Russian revolutionary intel-
ligentsia, who transcribed the language of the
Yakubs among whom he spent twenty years of
imprisonment “talking to himself while gazing at
the stars,” according to his jailers). A Peruvian
poet sent him (L. D.) a poem entitled “Solitude
of Solitudes.” The-0ld Man had it translated word
by word; struck by the title, he found it most
beautiful. .

Alone, thus, holding d:seomse with the shot
Kamenev, he was heard'on several occasions to
mention his name. Still he remained at the height
of his intellectual power. His latest writings are
of no less worth than his works of other periods.

SALUfE TO A SOLDIER OF THE REVOLUTION

By VICTOR SERGE

At times one forgets that intelligence is not an
individual gift. What would Beethoven have done
‘among the deaf? The intelligence of an individual,
even that of a genius, needs air. The intellectual
greatness of Trotsky remained a function of his
entire generation. He needed the direct contact of
men of his own mental caliber, capable of under-
standing him even before his ideas were* ex-
pressed, of opposing him on the same plane. He
needed a Bukharin, a Pyatakov, a Preobrazhen-
sky, a Rakovsky, an Ivan Smirnov, he needed a
Lenin to bé truly himself. Already even we young-
er ones—and there were among our generation
illustrious figures like Eltzin; Solntzeff, Yakovin,
Dingelstadt, Pankratov (living, or - among the
dead?) could not remain on an equal feoting with
him; we lacked ten years of exceptional experi-
ence and thought. Some of his most fertile ideas
were jotted down on simple discussion posteards
as was almost the entire theory of permanent
revolution. -

He was murderéd at the moment the entire
world was entering through the insensate paths

.of war into a new phase of the permanent revo-

lution. He was murdered precisely because he
could once again have become the greatest by
entering into direct contact with his land and the
people of Russia for whom he possessed an ex-
traordinary intuition. They tried first to kill his
legend, an epic legend, completely founded on
truth.

The logic of his passion and of secondary er-- '

rors flowing . therefrom also contributed to his
murder: to gain and to try once more.to. eonvinee
some obscure person whose existence was nothing
but simulation and perfidy, he permitted such a
one to enter his study of solitude, and that some-
one, carrying out orders, drove a pickaxe into the
back of his head while he was bent over a worth-

‘less manuscript. The pickaxe entered his brain,

making a wound six centimeters deep. (Trans-
lated from the Spamsh. Originally published in
the Chilean magazine, Babel, Review of Art and
Criticism, July-August, 1947.)

VICTOR SERGE

By MAX SHACHTMAN

It is with a deep shock that we have just
received the news of the death of Victor Serge
in Mexico City. He passed away suddenly,
succumbing to a heart attack, at the age of
57. With his death we lose one of our oldest
friends and comrades.

‘It is hard to call Viétor Serge a revolu-
tionist of any particular nationality. He was

a "Belgian" revolutionist, a "French" revolu-
ilonlsf. "Spanish” revolutionist, a “"Russian™
- revolutionist; in. ‘a word, ‘he was an- inlernu-
tional revolutionist. s

Vietor Lvovich I{1balchlch~—his true name
—was born in Brussels of Russian revolu-
tionary parents, emigres in Belgium. At the
age of fifteen, he was already’ a member: of
the famou§ Young Guard of Belgium, the
organization of the militant socialist youth,
and from that time on he never ceased his
activity in the movement for socialist liberty.
His revolutionary actwlty took him from Bel-
gium to France; and in France to five years
of imprisonment after a trial in which sev-
eral of his anarchist comrades were con-
demned to the guillotine. Freed in 1917, he
moved to Spain, where, as a member of the
anarcho - syndicalist National Confederation
of Labor (CNT)., he became an active and
prominent militant, a contributor to the
press and a fighter in the revolutionary.at-
tempt of July, 1917. The Russian Revolution
drew him, as it did other militant anarchists,
to Moscow. On his Way, he was arrested in
Paris and interned in a concentration:camp.
He reached Russia only because the Bolshe-
viks exchanged an officer of the French mili-
tary mission, who was being held in Russia,
for the prisoner of Clemenceau.

SOLDIER IN THE REVOLUTION

In Soviet Russia, a new period of his life
began. He threw himself passionately into
the work of building up the new workers’ re-
gime and of extending the socialist vietory to
other lands. 'He became a member of Zino-
viev's “cabinet” in the Executive Committee
of the Communist International and was one
of the first editors of the International Press
Correspondenice. But his contribution was not

|
/

confined to what flowed from a vivid and elo- -

quent pen. He fought as a gunner in the Rus-
sian civil war and afterward worked actively
in the Communist movements of - Germany
and Austria.

When the first big signs of the' decay of
the revolution were visible, he did not take
long to align himself with the Trotskyist Op-
position when, in 1923, it began its fight for
workers' democracy and socialist internation-
alism. He fought by the side of the great lead-
ers of the revolution’ against the Stalinist em-
poisonment and, like the other Trotskyist mili-
tants, stoically took the punishment that came
with the fight. With most of the Oppositionists
he was expelled from the Russian Communist
Party in 1928, then imprisoned and deported
to Orenburg in 1933. Like the others, he too
would undoubtedly have been tormented to
death by the Stalinist regime but for his good
fortune in having intimate and powerful friends
in the French, Belgian and Spanish labor and
revolutionary movements. Their determined
and persistent intervention' finally forced the
jailers to release their victim and in 1936 Vic-
tor was released from Orenburg, banished
from Russia and deprived of the Russian citi-
zenship he had happily assumed in. the early
days of the Bolshevik Revelution.

He was a tireless writer and a talented
one. At least two of his works are available
in English—*“From Lenin to Stalin” and the
ampler work on “Russia—Twenty Years Af-
ter.” It is a real loss to us, which must one
day be made up, that his best and most dura-

ble book, “The Year One of the Russian Rev-
olution,” which deserves at least equal ramk
with John Reed's classie, “Ten Days. That
Shook the World,” is not yet avai_l_able in an
English translation. .

Victor was one of us durmg many of'the
most difficult and oppressive years ‘of the
struggle against the big Stalinist.lie and the
big Stalinist horror, and sided with the Trot-
skyist movement before and after his banish-
#«ment from Russia, in the days when Stalin-
ism was the vogue in some of our best-circles,
when revolutionary opposition to it—or any
sort Of'(}ppOSlthI‘l—WaS anything but popu-
lar Older memories and e_xpenences drew
aim so 'strcmgly to the revolution in Spain,
>spe¢1ally in the days of -the civil war in that
zountry, that he even overstepped the bounds
>f the course which we considered the only
admissible one for a revolutionist. It brought
him into conflict with us and with the man
for whom he always had a respect that was
almost reverence, Trotsky. There were" other
questions in which, these last years, we did
not always see eye to eye. But it seems to
me that this is not the occasion to-underline
our differences. What we held in common is
dearer to us and keeps the memory of Vie-
tor's services ‘dear to us.

WORKED ON TROTSKY BIOGRAFHY

Only a very few months ago, I had the
pleasant opportunity’ to meet Vietor for the
first time during a visit to Mexico. Up to then
I had known him only through his writings
and his personal correspondence with me. We
had only a short time together, and we nursed
every hour with discussions of questions im-
portant to us both and to us all. Now I re-
gret the shortness of the visit even more than
I did then.

A writer of great intensity, industry and
passion, he was finishing the last two chap-
ters of the book into which he was pouring
all his knowledge, experience and.ability. It

~was a full-length personal and political bmg—-

raphy of Leon Trotsky. He was writing it in
the closest collaboration with Trotsky’s wid-
ow, Natalia Sedova, and of course with her
entire approval. 1 was fortunate to have the
opportunity to glance at the manuseript—
there was not even time to read it carefully. |
But the glance was .enough to show ‘that the |
work was faithful, rich, grand-scale and
worthy of its. subject. It was, T think, Victor
at his best, closest arnd ‘truest to himself and
to the best years of the life which he shared
with Trotsky in the fight for the socialist
tFiumph. It was flattering when Victor agreed
to have me translate and edit the manuscript
for publication in English. We can all hope
that its publication will not be long delayed. |

A tiny foretaste of the book is the fine
tribute which hé’' paid, only recently, to the
memory of Trotsky in an article he wrote for
the Chilean review, Babel, of July- Aufust,
1947. 1t is 'Irun_sluled from the Spanish versien
for LABOR ACPION (see adjoining column—
Ed.). Only an ardent parficipant in the Bol-
shevik Revolution, only a fighter in the later
struggle’ to save the Revolution, could have
written it. He shows his sensifive, kéen 'and
sympathetic insight into the cllqrédet of " the
man who shared with Lenin the Tecqderskip- of
that greatest event in the history of mankind.
And it shows that Victor, for.ull: that sepa-
rated us at times, remained united with ug in
his honest and untiring devotion to the seclal-
ist cause,

Of the earlier, and great, generation, he
was one of the very few to remain. Now he
too is gone. To his widow and orphaned girl
in Mexico, our sincere and profound Sympa-
thy. To Vietor, our fraternal embrace and
last salute. -

A e s S i

e B T A

q




Page &

LABOR ACTION

NAACP Pamphlet Deserves Considerable Attention

Medical Care and the Plight of the Negro

By EATHERINE LEONARD

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People has
published in pamphlet form (“Medi-
cal Care and the Plight of the Ne-
gro"), price ten cents, its report on
the present status of medical care
for the Negro in the United States,
ptepared by an outstanding Negro
physician, Dr. W. Montague Cobb,
professor of anatomy at Howard Uni-
versity and president of the Medico-
Chirurgical (medical-surgical) Soci-
ety of the District of Columbia, an
affiliate of the National Medical As-
sociation. Dr. Cobb is also a member
of the NAACP's national medical
committee.

Walter White in his introduction
points out that this report follows
in the wake of a report of the 30s,
prepared by the Carnegie Founda-
tion, entitled “Opportunities for the
Medical Education of Negroes.” This
report showed that there could not
be any “equal but separate” medical
education or treatment in the U. S.
This is Dr. Cobb’s thesis and he
proves it amply in this reserved and
factual report.

He begins by showing that life ex-
pectancy within the Negro popula-
tion has shown a constant lag of
about 10 years behind the white, and

that the Negro mortality rate is 71.

per cent higher than the rate for
‘whites. Not a bit strangely, nearly
all diseases that show excess mortal-
ity in the Negro group are classed as
preventable. Not at all strangely, be-
cause conditions like tuberculosis,

maternal and infant mortality, and”

venereal  disease regularly occur
much métre frequently in any group
where there is overcrowding, poor
nutrition, bad sanitation and lack of
medical care.

The report summarizes the actual

situation with regard to medical care
for the Negro by stating that the
Negro medical man is working in a
“nationally dispersed professional
ghettp.” From this point of wview, it
first discusses professional opportu-
nities, standards of training as they
relate directly to the Negro physi-
cian. While® stressing that the fol-
lowing figure has value as informa-
tion only, since it is not the premise
of the report that the number of Ne-
gro physicians should be determined

! by the number of Negroes, it states

that if physician-population ratio is
congidered omn a racial basis, the num-
ber of Negro physicians is less than
half the number there should be to
meet the minimal standards of safety
-(one physician to every 1,500 peo-
ple). The national average is one fo
'150

mlNING FACILITIES

. At present about 145 Negro doctors
are graduated each year, the big ma-
jority from Howard and Meharry
medical schools, as only about fwelve
are graduated annually from schools
in the North. As late at the middle
of the 20s it was an acute problem
to find approved interneships for the
graduates. | Today the number of
available interneships slightly ex-
ceeds the average number of grad-
uates. There are 158 such openings
in the country, 109 of them in Negro
hospitals, There are 116 openings for
. approved training beyond the in-
terneship, 85 of these residencies be-
ing located in eight Negro hospitals.

There are 87 qualified Negro spe-
cialists in the U. S.

Dr. Cobb emphasizes that the prob-'
lem is a much greater one than a
matter of new openings in profes-
sional schools. He states that while
Howard has over 1,300 applicants for
70 places in its freshman class and
Meharry likewise, neither school will
be able to fill its class with first-line
applicants. There are unfilled open-
ings in ether medical schools‘as well,
for which qualified applicants have
failed to appear. This infers that
there has been “an indequate prepa-
ration carrying back through college,
secondary and primary school levels,”
caused by the segregated and une-
qual educational facilities afforded
Negroes. This is aggravatéed by the
paradox that while few Negroes from
the South attend Northern universi-
ties, thousands (4,000 in 1939-40)
from the North go to Southern col-
leges. '

The same inadequacies found in
the opportunities for the training of
physicians is found in the general
medical picture. There are 112 Negro
hospitals insthe U. S., but only 25
of these are accredited and 14 ap-
proved for the training of infernes. .
The number of hospital beds avail-
able for Neégroes is around 10,000.
This inadequacy for a population of
at least 14,000,000 is obvious, but re-
inforced when it is learned that the
current accepted standard is 4.5 beds
per 1,000,

SECOND-HAND HOSPITALS

Very aptly the report ¢alls the
situation with regard to hospitals
giving “old clothes to Sam.” With a
few exceptions, such as the Homer
G. Phillips Hospital in St. Louis, the
Negro hospital is a second-hand hos-
pital. Examples such as Provident

' Hospital, Chicago, Sydenham Hospi-

tal in New York are given and dis-
cussed.

A “meditation”—no doubt of a very
philanthropie philanthropist—is well
worth quoting: “I'm getting a new
suit, but this old one is too good and
cost too much to throw away. I'll
turn it over to Sam. He needs a suit.
This one;isn't new, but it's better
than anything he has or can get now.
With a few alterations this will be
just. about right for him. He ought
to appreciate it, even be grateful
enough to pay as much as he can
afford for it. Maybe he'll pay more
than it’s worth, prices being what
they are. After all, for him this
means progress. Sam is getting a lit-
tle sensitive, though. Time was when
he would thankfully accept whatever
was offered. Now he talks about not

wanting ‘cast-offs I'll have to find
a way to give this an ‘anointing with
oil.’ After all, this suit was designed
and made by one of the world’s lead-
ing tailors. How could he get one
like it?—and it's practically as good
as new. I'll just tell him frankly
that his needs have been recognized
and received a great deal of thought
for a long time. In his economic posi-
iion he will understand that he can't
have everything at once and some-
thing as good as this is ten times bet-
ter than nothing. Don’t we all have
to be realists? Sam will be realistic
and not be misled by any of his
dreamer friends.” .

This epitomizes the attitude of the-

white community faced with the |
of its leading members insisted that

need of providing a solution for the
pressing health problem of the Ne-

Party appeared last week.—Ed.

Socialist Workers Party
Buffalo, New York
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political tendencies of the party.
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dqmoeg&tize itself enough so that

revolutionary tasks ahead.
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"Our Decision Nof Lightly Arrived At"

We lack the space to print in full the text of the statement which

. appears below. We have excerpted several paragraphs from the four
single-spaced pages of the original. Other statements and an article
by Max Shachtman welcoming the SWP members into the Workers
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Please accept our resignation from the Socialist Workers Parl:y.

Our decision to resigh is not one lightly arrived at, but is based
upon a fairly long period of close observance of the organizational and

It is true that we have developed political differences which are
seriously different from the majority position on the Soviet Union, the
role of the Stalinist parties throughout the world, the tempo of the

coming American Revolution, and other questions; but it is not for
these political differences that we are leaving, but for orgamzatmnal

We are leaving because the Socialist Workers Party at the present
time gives only the barest tolerance to political minoritiés. From the
time that we developed conscious differences with the party, we have
been objects of suspicion and mistrust. Every time we attempted to
state a minority position in branch meetings we were forced to watch
every word, each phrase, knowing "that some minor slip would be
seized upon by the branch organizer to distort and misrepresent our
wliole argument. We take the political problems of the world too seri-
ously to be concerned with couchmg our opinions in the language of

'The Socialist Workers Party is deluding itself about its own size
and importance. This, coupled with a mistaken estimate of the tempo
of the coming American Revolution will result in serious tactical er-
rors. (We are about to undertake a presidential campaign, but of
cou'rse we just haven't forces enough for a Ziunist picket line.)...

' We are leaving to continue our work in the unions and other fields.
Wq mtqmd to apply for admission into the Workers Party. We hope
that some time in the near future the Socialist Workers Party will
the two Trotskyist tendencies will
uhite into oné larger, richer party, with the idea, not of eliminating
a rival political tendency, as is the present SWP concept, but rather
of enriching the Trotskyist movement, arming it for the tremendous

We hope to continue association with all comrades as a fellow Trot-
sk:nst tendency, freed from the suspicion prevalent in all our recent
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Bill Johns,
Pete Randall.

gro. They would solve it without
eliminating segregation or rather
would try to make it “comfortable
or endurable to the extent that it
will not produce trouble.”

Many proposals to alleviate the sﬁ-
uation have been advanced within
the segregated pattern. Proposals
such as further improvement of con-
ditions in the two existing Negro
schools (which have raised standards
continuously and done a good job
under adverse conditions), a propo-
sal which in itself is good but which
15 no panacea. A proposal to extend
segregated training further by the
formation of another Negro medical
school. A plan for Southern states
which may be compelled to provide
medical training for Negroes, to con-
tract with Meharry for the training
of their students. Another proposal
whereby Meharry upper classmen
would be assigned for clinical train-
ing to Negro hospitals in the South
with supervision on a “visitation”
basis, These proposals are ones en-
abling the white community to dodge
its local responsibility. Concerning
this it is remarked that among Negro
physicians there is some feeling that
the segregated pattern is the only
one possible, and some accommoda-
tion to this system based on financial
interest. An attitude and a policy op-
posed by the NAACP, as for instance
insits refusal to consider the Veterans
Administration's proposal in 1945 to
build a nice, big veterans’ hospital
for Negroes near Mehaary or How-
ard.

BASEMENT WARDS

Dr. Cobb discusses many other
ramifications of the problem all of
which add up to the fact that the
Negro gets sub-standard health care.
He characterizes our hospital system
as awkward, illogical, but firmly
established, classifying all citizens
into twa categories, the indigent and
those who can pay. “In municipal
tax-supported institutions facilities
and quality of service range from ex-
cellent to damnable.” In the North
and West Negroes who qualify as in-

digent will generally be admitted as
patients to tax-supported hospitals.
Negroes may or may not be admitted
in voluntary hospitals. Most often the
Negro doctor surrenders his patient
by sending him into a voluntary hos-
pital.

South of the Mason and Dixon line
the situation is incredibly worse. One
prominent white physician said in
print on July 1, 1947 “In the past we
have profitably used the Negro as our
guinea. pig in clinical medicine.” The
basement “colored ward” is mnotori-
ous, no attempt at an acceptable hos-
pital setup being made. There are
white hospitals: that admit Negroes
long enough to be operated upon, but
remove them in a. few hours to a
Negro institution without staff, equip-
ment or technical knowledge to sup-
ply modern post-operative care.

In the South the Negro doctor
“tends to retrogress.”” Younger men
will not come where their training
cannot be applied. Older-age physi-
cians, who realize that they are back
numbers, that their community knows
it, and that there is nothing they can
do about it are the sole resource of
a community. Figures can be vivid—
Mississippi has one Negro doctor for
every 18,527 Negroes.

HISTORY OF NMA

This study contains a short histori-
cal survey of the National Medical
Association, the professional society
of the Negro, physician. It contrasts
its record on social issues with that
of the American Medical Association.
Clearly demonsirates that the record
of the former is the better, and has
become more progressive, After the
first world war the NMA approved the
segregated veterans hospital at Tusk-
egee, and Dr. Cobb comments, “one
was enough.” The attitude of the
NMA to current legislation is much
more progressive than that of NMA.

Example: In the 79th Congress the
National Health . Bill was defeated,
but has been reintroduced. This meas-
ure had the support of national medi-
eal and dental associations, but was
opposed by the AMA. The AMA’s

counter measure, -the Taft Healh
Bill, proposes organizational proced-
ures which would give the AMA con-
trol of the plan, and contains a pro-
vision for the administration by the

‘states, nullifying non-discrimination

clauses in its administration.

It is of interest to note that the
reason-to-be of the NMA begins in
the fact that membership in the AMA
is contingent upon membership in a
local county and state association, and
17 southern states and the District
of Columbia deny membership to Ne-
groes. The American Nurses Associa-
tion, in contrast, in 1946 authorized a
direct national membership to sur-
mount the same policy.

COMPETENT JOB

I note briefly other significant ma-
terial. The report in some detail dis-
clusses many of the hospitals in the
“ghetto.”” It examines an “inter-ra-
cial” hospital—Sydenham in N. Y.
For those interested it lists the Negro
Diplomats of Medical Specialty
Boards, and memberships in the
American College of Surgeons, and
the American College of Physicians.
(Negro membership in the latter hav-
ing been increased since the publica-
tion of the pamphlet.) In text, but not
exhaustively, it mentjons contribu-
tions by Negro physicians in the field
of research. For instance, the out-
standing work of the surgical depart-

“ ment of Harlem Hospital, under the

direction of Dr. Louis T, Wright. The
study contains a summary of its find-
ings which is a mode]l of concise
statement.

This is a long commentary on a
38-page booklet, but it is not-often
one meets with such a competent job
on such an important subject, It is
evident that Dr. Cobb is‘a competent,

ethical physician and teacher. His.

study is made within the framework
of the NAACP's philosophy. It de-
serves much more attention than it
probably will enjoy. Prejudice and
segregation may éffect the individual
as intimately in other areas, but no
where more vitally than in the field
of health.

Price Control, Wage Raises - -

(Continued from page 1)

Plan. Democrats and Republicans
alike concur in manipulating the mis-
ery of Europe’s people for U. 8. impe-
rialist purposes. If it were simply a
question of relieving the starvation
that wracks millions of Europeans
and Asiatics, AS IT SHOULD BE, it
would be different. But there is hard,
imperialist reasoning behind this;
dollars, at the moment, are the most
potent weapon in the hands of U. 8.
imperialism.

There is, therefore, little campaign

advantage to either party in the Eu- .

ropean'relief program. But on prices,
that’s a «different matter, There is
reason to believe that the Republi-
cans will modify their stand on con-
trols somewhat, Senator Taft's blis-
tering attack on the Truman message
notwithstanding. Taft's  remarks
against any kind of governmental
action evidently produced a major
crisis in the Republican Party. Some

they could not go out and ask for
votes on that basis. The Senate Pol-
icy Committee of the GOP is there-
fore meeting to draw up its own anti-
inflation program, about which all
that can be said at present is that
it wi]l not include ratiowing.

WHAT CAN LABOR DO?

What is labor to do while all this
bickering and “strategizing” is pro-

; gressing full steam ahead? Stand by

and wait for the capitalist politicians
to decide on what they will talk
about next November? To be sure,

_ next November should definitely be

in-labor’s mind—but not as Truman
or Taft want it to be. Labor ought
to be thinking in terms of compelling
its leadership to break with both
these capitalist parties, in terms of
putting its own Labor Party into the
fleld.

We do not hold with those who
spurn demands upon the government.
No, we definitely advocate mass
pressure to compel governmental
legislation for price control. True
enoygh, it is not our government;
from labor's point of view, it cannot
be relied on to do anything but pro-
mote the interests.of the profiteers.
But it is not so strong that it can
afford to disregard our expressed
wish, provided we express that wish
in the language of organized strength.

That alone, of course, is not enough,
With that done, it becomes our job,
using that same organized strength,
to see that control is placed in the
hands of those who have a real in-
terest in control—namely, in LABOR

TIME TO ACT

Taft spoke one truth. He said that

ruman’s program would reviye the
OPA. And so it would—at most.
Now, Taft's objections to OPA are
not ours. He objected to and objects
to OPA because it represented any
kind of price control. We objected
and object to it because it repre-
sented a rotten kind of price control.
Piddling measures and controls are

not enough. The situation is so des-

perate as to require drastic measures
of conirol and supervisign. The:se can
come only from bodies that will not

be influenced by trying to maintain
high profits. ko

But the greater point is that these
bodies can operate whether or not
Congress legisla\ies price control, If
Congress does give Truman the au-
thority to contrgl_ prices, and it Tru-
man does ex'e'rqn?ie. that authority, it
will - still be pecessary for labor,
through its unions and in coopera-
tion with housewives and others, to
police, to put teeth into that con-
trol. But we cannot wait for that
possibility. It is something that has
to be, that can be, done today.
going to rise. They already are rising,
and the facts were well enough doc-
umented in Truman's message,
though he did not document the cor-
relative facts of staggering profits.
Prices of almost all commodities are
sky-high, and going higher. Rents
are going up and so-called rent con-
trol is due to expire on February 29.
The real estate lobby is still busy;
and it has a judge ready to make a
test decision that rent controls are
illegal. Obviously, the time for action
is now, not a year from now, when
Congress has finished debating and
prices have continneﬂ ‘to go up and
up.

That covers possible and essential
action on one side—holding prices in
check. It means little unless it is
joined with action to OVERCOME
the effects of rising prices. How? By
seeking wage increases, and such
wage increases as 'really counteract
the effects of rising prices while they
propel the labor ‘movement to a new
stage of influence and 'development.

BASIC WAGE DEMAND q

We speak here of the demand that
was used to such excellent effect in
the General Motors strike of 1946,
and which was voted a year ago by
the CIO—and, unfortunately, forgot-
ten: WAGE INCREASES WITHOUT
PRICE INCREASES.

There is much talk of the unions
demanding “a third round of wage
increases.” Whatever “third round”
is intended to mean, we know one
thing: wage increases will ' mean
nothing if they are eaten up by price
increases. Speaking at the recent
UAW sessions, Walter Reuther argued
that the Nathan Report, on which the
CIO based its stand last:year, proved
to be wrong —the facts since then
have demonstrated that industry was
far more capable of paying wage
increases without raising prices than

the Nathan Report had indicated. .

Very well. That seems to speak for
itself. It argues plainly for a coordi-
nated union-campaign for WAGE IN-
CREASES WITHOUT PRICE IN-
CREASES.

And such a campaign will serve
a triple purpose. First, it will repre-
sent a real wage achievement. Sec-
ond, it will concretely serve the
working class..;and win the sym-
pathy of the lower middle class, the
poor farmers, the professionals and
others who are ground down by in-
flationary prices. (Such a campaign
would make consideration of the No-
vember elections, and labor’s oppor-
tunities under-the banner of an in-

The problem is not ‘that prlces are

dependent Labor Party, especially
pointed.) Third, it will effectively
scotch all plans for wage freezing!
Naturally, this does not stand by
itself. It needs to be protecled and
strengthened by other means— by
demands for a guarapteed annual
wage, by demangs for the inclusjon
of escalator c¢lauses in every union,
clauses that provide for wage boosts
with every lift in the price spiral.

COORDINATED CAMPAIGN

We say, a coordinated union cam-
paign, and we mean just that. A cou-
ple of years ago we called for demo-

. cratically elected joint union strate-

gy committees, and we havs since
repeated the call in connection with
various of the problems that labor
confronts, Taft-Hartley, and so forth.

A democratically coordinated union
strategy cannet only make Congress
bend legislatively to labor’s will; it
can put over successfully a national
campaign for WAGE INCREASES
WITHOUT PRICE INCREASES. If
the CIO hesitates because the AFL
big-wigs will not go along, let the
CIO ranks demand that their own
organization coordinate its efforts.
And locally, AFL unions will be
found that are willing to go along.

Let the Congressmen and party
strategists tangle each othér in their
own campaign schemes. Let us get
down to the business of checking the
price rise, and winning wage in-
creases! Let us get to work on defeat-
ing their whole campaign strategy
by repudiating the lot of them for
our own political party, our LABOR
PARTY,

Philly Gets

By J. RADER

PHILADELPHIA — Herbert E. Mil-
len has been appoinfed the first Ne-
gro judge of the Municipal Court.
His appointment was made by Gov-
ernor Duff, the political head of the
state Republican Pew-Grundy ma-
chine and the man who helped defeat

FEPC in the State Legislature earlier -

this year, in spite of an election
promise to support FEPC. Governor
Duff made the announcement six
days before election.

For weeks, ever since the death
of Judge Clarence Brown, the Negro
press has, been campajgning for a
Negro judge. Now we have one. The
campaign is over and it was success-
ful. Judge Millen received his politi-
cal appointment and this will be used
to gather Republican votes from the
325,000 Negroes of Philadelphia.

Whom does this appointment ben-
efit, who will gain by it? The an-
swer is Judge Millen and the corpo-
rafjon-owned and controlled Repub-
lican Party. Will Judge Millen be a
“representative of the Negro peo-
ple”? No, because he is part and par-
cel of the Republican machine. He
is a cog in the wheel, and a small
cog at that. His sole functioh will be
to act as a symbol, as a front man,

‘as a Judas sheep to keep the Negro

(Continued from page 1)
$5,000 a year. Through income and
other taxes théy provide the capi-
talist government with much more
revenue than do the corporations.
These little people who are taxed un-
fairly to maintain an expensive im-
perialism for the benefit of another
class have every ground for rebel-
lious protest and for demanding that
the capitalist class pay more, not less,
for their imperialist needs.

HARDLY MAKE A CENT

Another propaganda poigt made by
industry, as false as the one about
taxation, runs as follows: Of the $17,-

000,000,000 corporation profits, around-

$6,000,000,000 will be paid out to
stockholders ' as dividends leaving
only only $11,000,000,000 #a the treas-
uries of the corporations. Out of 1947
gross income, a total of $4,000,000,000
has' been withheld for depreciation
allowances. This trifle is not reckoned
as profit and we could say rightly so,

. if not for the fact that we know how

corporations pad this item of depre-
ciation. At any rate, corporations ad-
mit to having the $11,000,000,000 un-
distributed profits and the $4,000,000,-
000 depreciation allowances, a $15,-
000,000,000 total, for operating pur-
poses.

The reader must have patlence with
all these figures; here is a cdse where
patience will be rewarded. The next
figures we are fed by industry’s pub-
licity boys is that
$8,000,000,000 for inventory invest-
ment, meaning raw materials for

' manufacture, and “at the rate of”
$15,000,000,000 for mew plant and
equipment. That would make a total
of $23,000,000,000 for expenditures as
against only the above mentioned
$15,000,000,000 they have in their
treasuries. Therefore, - corpotations
“are forced to go to the banks for
$8,000,000,000.”

As far as expenditure for new
plant and equipment “at the rate of”
$15,000,000,000 is concerned, I for one
am from Missouri. It seems that steel
and other industries are holding off
on new plants and equipment, get-
ting the utmost of profit from present
machinery. Again, why have the pub-

. licity boys mnot included wage out-

lays, without which raw material and
equipment are useless? Undoubtedly
they have their reasoms. Another
point is that corporations have money
from past profits. Be all this as it
may, what the capitalist propagan-

dists want is for the public to draw

the following conclusion:

Corporations are not getling away
with stupendous profits at the ex-
pense of the whole people and the
whole economy, BUT ARE ACTU-
ALLY RUNNING $8,000,000,000
SHORT.

PLAYING IT DOWN

Such brazenly crooked propaganda,
such a reliance on ignorance, must
be seen to be believed. When has
capitalist industry operated on a cash

industry needs

Big Business - -

basis? Credit has been the very life-
blood of capitalism. The whole finan-
cial and banking structure is founded
on business making loans for its op-
erations and paying interest charges
for the service. The salient point is
that with this timechonored custom
of being “forced to go to the banks,”
business made profits of $8,400,000,-
000 in 1929, of $5,000,000,000 in 1939,
of $12,500,000,000 in 1946, and of $17,-
000,000,000 in 1947. Weak indeed is the
case of the profit-grubbers when they
have to resort to such obvious tricks.

A favorite method of playing down
profits, used by the General Electric
in its recent full-page advertisement,
is to give the amount of profit per
sales dollar instead of bulk profits.
First, the publicity genius respensi-
ble for the ad assures the people
that they the “people think ten cents
on a dollar of sale is right.” Why,
even the government in a pamphlet
it put out for ex-GIs going into busi-
ness told them that ten cents on a
sales dollar is accepted practice. But
see how reasonable is General Elec-
tric, this great industrial philanthro-
pist. In the thirty years of its oper--
ations it has averaged only 8.9 cents
on each sales dollar, and as time goes
on it gets more and more philan-
thropic. For in the first nine months
of 1947 it has a\reraged a mere seven
cents on each ‘sales dollar.

So what? Doesn’t everybody know
that the whole point ‘of mass produc-
tion as far as capitalist profits are
concerned, is to pile up profits on
VOLUME of sales. At any rate, work-
ers whose 1947 average weekly earn-

ings for 1947 is around $48.86—which,

less taxes and the reduced value of
the dollar, makes an actual average
wage of around $30.16—do not much
care how the General Electric Com-
pany figures its, bonanza profits on
electrical equipment they can’'t afford
to buy.

Another story we hear is that prof-
its have “not changed materially in
respect {o total national income.” This

is absolutely a fairy tale. In 1944 the , |

share of corporate profits in national
income was 6.2 per cent. In 1946 the
percentage was 9.1. This is nearly a
50 per cent increase in, percentage.
On the other hand, the share of wages
and salaries in national income FELL
ELEVEN PER CENT from 1944 to
1946, in spite of unprecedented em-
ployment. 3

But the irrefutable argument
against the corporations is the obvious
one, the big-as-life one, namely, that
the high prices that cut the purchas-
ing power and Standard of living of
the people, are translated into these
biggest-in-history profits.

Yet the President of the United
States, presumably tackling the prob-
lem of high prices, said not one word
about holding the profits line, but had
something to say about holding wagés
down—these wages whose purchasing
power for 1947 average around $30.16 a
week.

Negro Judge, But..

people safe in Republican control.
Millen was appointed because he is
a Negro, by a Jim Crow-supported
political machine, in order to keep
the Negro people in line.

That is the way the machines of
the capitalist class work. Instead of
an FEPC which would benefit the
whole people, instead of outlawing
restrictive covenants which would
permit the people fo live where they
please, a single “leader” is selected.
The same thing was done when Wil-

liam Upshur was made leader in the_ _

30th Ward by David Harris, who
helped defeat state FEPC.

Who is Millen? He has been a Re-
publican machine politician for many
years. He was deputy attorney-gen-
eral and secretary of the Cily Board
of Assistance. In all these jobs he
was climbing high, not with his peo-
ple but over the backs of his people,
who were left far behind, still living
in Jim Crow ghettos and poverty.
Because of his loyalty ito the party
and for learning how to keep the
people in line, Millen was appointed
assistant director of public safety in
1940. He is now a member of the City
Rent Commission, the office which
has legalized hundreds of evictions,
Negro and white. With all these po-
litical connections, Millen has also
established a prefitable law practice

and is president of the Mutual Ln‘:e
Insurance Company.

Millen is a rich man. He has noth-
ing in common with the 96 per cent
of Philadelphia’s Negroes who work
for a living. His color is a biological
accident which he has turned into
personal profit. He is not a Negro
leader, he is a Republican leader.
He is obedient to the program, the
discipline and the leadership of that
party. As such he is a political agent
of the big monopolist corporations
which control Pennsylvania politics. ¥
He is no different in these respects
from' any other politician, regardless
of color.

His elevatmn is not the same: as
the personal success of a man like
Jackie Robinson. Robinson fought
through to his victory against all
odds by simply being better than
those around him. His is symbolic of
the fight against Jim Crow. Robinson
broke traditions, he broke into a lily-
white field in spite of prejudice and
against prejudice. He is a great and
rightful source of pride. Buck Millen
or any Negro who accepts Republi-
can office is misleading: the people
into thinking that the 'Republican

Party is the party of the Negro peo-

ple. Millen has joined the oppression
of the entire working class. Robmson
stands out above them.
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