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of Truman's Democratic Congress since
labor won its great “victory' at the polls on

November 3 by re-electing the president and
a Democratic majority—

- The T-
is still on the books!
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CCNY Student Strike
Strong Despite Cops

By LEON MANN

NEW YORK, April 11—"Strike Today!"
This is the chant that greeted stu-
dents at City: College .(CCNY) as
they reported for school: this morn-
Ing. "Student Counnil-Cells.Strike To-
day!"~this' was the headline in the
school paper and on leaflets distrib-
uted by the Student Council Strike
Committee.

In a referendum last Friday the
student body voted to strike against
the administration’s stand on the
Knickerbocker and Davis cases.
Knickerbocker, chairman of the Ro-
mance Language Department, was
charged over four years ago with
overt anti-Semitism. Davis was found

*guilty of Jim Crow practices at the

college. The vote for the walkout was
2,797 for and 1,885 against. Of those
who voted for the strike, the major-
ity decided for a prolonged walkout
as opposed to a one-day stoppage.

POLICE USE FORCE

Picket lines were thrown around
the many school entrances at 7:30
a. m. in order to meet the students
coming for the first class at 8 o’clock.
The picket lines gained strength
continuously, dispelling doubts as to
the response of the students to the
strike. The placards read *Jim Crow
Must Go,” “Join the Strike,” “Anti-
Semitism is CCNY's Shame.”

The decisive question was the 9

o'clock class since the greatest influx .

of students takes place at this hour.
At 8:40 the police moved in. They de-
manded that the picket line in front
of the main entrance be reduced from
50 to 4. This would have been repeat-
ed at the other entrances to the
school. There were some 350 pickets
all together. ' ' e .

This police demand, if granted,
would have been a telling blow as
well over 500 students stood in the
rectangle, uncertainly and uncom-
mitted to the strike, across from the
main  building, - awaiting develop-
ments. The pickets refused to reduce
the line. The police thereupon at-
tacked the pickets and carried 25
students into the patrol wagons,

There was some scuffling and pro-
test, but contrary to the report of
The Sun and The World-Telegram
there was no riot.

As soon as the cops moved in, the
500 students ran over to the patrol
wagon to protest the use of the police
against peaceful pickets. The chant,
""Get The Cops Off-The Campus," rose
at this point. The police officer in
charge told the students that the
wagon would come back for more
pickets until the line- was reduced to
four. But the wavering 500 had de-
cided as a result of the police action
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to come over to the strike. The picket
lines on the main street alone in-
creased to close to 300.

Twenty - minutes later -the police
wagon rolled on to the campus again.
Like an eleciric spark, the ery ran
through the crowd “Get the cops off
the campus!” The cops were hissed
and booed. At the decisive moment,
the officer in charge ordered the
wagon off the campus. The militancy,

(Continued on page 4)
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Official Reports ( ontradict
Justification of A-Bomb Use

By JACK BRAD

Speaking in casual fashion as if
passing the time of day, Harry Tru-
man last week delivered one of the
most threatening saber - rattling
speeches of recent years. Referring
to the decision which he made to use
the atomic bomb he said: “If it has
to be. made again for the welfare of
the United States, and the democra-
cies of the world are at stake, I
wouldn’t hesitate to make it again.”

To understand their fullest implica-
tion we have only to put these words
in the mouth of Stalin. Suppose Stalin
made a public statement that Russia
now had the bomb and "wouldn't hesi-
tate' to use it to defend itself and its
satellites!

One can only feel a cold shiver of
fear at the very thought of the
eventuality so casually thrown out
by the American head of state. Com-
ing only three days after the sign-
ing of the Atlantic military pact, it
falls into the framework of the cur-
rent armaments hysteria. A

SAVED LIVES?

Truman used the occasion to re-
peat what had become the standard
rationalization on the initial use of
the Bomb. Truman. said: “I made
that decision [to use the Bomb] be-

‘cause I thought 200,000 of our young

men would be saved by making that
decision and some three or four hun-
dred thousands of the enemy would
be saved by making that decision.”

The freguency with which this of-

“ficial explanation has been given in-

dicates a need to justify the employ-
ment of this most inhuman weapon
of all times. There is more than one
sign of a sense of guilt.

One hundred and twenty thousand
were killed by the bombs on Hiro-

By SUSAN GREEN

Last week the Senate, 70 to 7, ap-
proved President Truman's European
Recovery Program bill, authorizing
the extension of the Marshall Plan
for fifteen months—cost, $5,580,000,000.
The House is expected to meet in
special session and to pass virtually
the same Mmeasure, easily overcoming
a flurry of proposed amendments.

There is a sharp contrast to be
noted. What has happened to the co-
alition of Southern Democrats and
Republicans which enacted an anti-
tenant rent bill; which stalls, delays
and opposes repeal of the Taft-Hart-
ley Law; which refused to kill the
obstructionist practice of filibuster;
which serves the Truman Adminis-
tration in its own fashion as the
avowed reason why Democratic elec-
tion promises are not fulfilled? Why
now this overwhelming Truman sup-
port? :

What has become of that coalition?
It suspends itself for what is called
the bipartisan foreign policy. That
may sound like something good. Ac-
tually it means that: while both par-
ties..are uhited on what American
capitalism must do abroad as the top
imperialist power, there is no such
concern with questions of raising the
living, security and democratic stand-
ards at home.

AMENDMENTS BEATEN

And so it was so easy to prevent
the passage of such amendments as
came from Senators Malone, Repub-

lican from Nevada, and Kem, Repub- -

lican from Missouri. The former
wished to substitute three-year loans
to:the ERP countries in place of the
Marshall' Plan; the latter, fearful of

. the spread of “socialism,” wanted to -

withhold funds from nations which
“would use the money for national-
ization of basic industries.” But the
senators were not going to let such
notions upset the apple cart. As they
see it, the indusiry of Western Eu-
rope, nationalized or unnationalized,
is being neatly tied to the war plants
of America—and that's good enough
for Congress. :

So bent is Congress on not upset-
ing the apple cart that the Senate
toned down to a whisper the amend-
ment of Senator Brewster to the ef-
fect that ERP aid be stopped fo any

'Congre-ss Bloc Turns Tame

When It Comes to ERP

nation which fails to comply with
United Nations directives. The target
of this amendment was, of course, the
Netherlands for defying the United
Nations on Indonesia.

The Senate compromised by agree-
ing to cut off ERP aid ONLY IF the
Security Council invokes sanctions
against a defiant nation. Of course,
the Senate bleeds for the Indonesians,
but priming Western Europe for war
production comes first.

No wonder Paul G. Hoffman, ERP
administrator, was so pleased. He told

(Continued on page 4)

"shima and Nagasaki. The number

of injured and maimed has never
been ascertained but must be several
times that number. The easual
flaunting of its future use by Tru-
man betrays an unbelievable callous-
ness. If it can be shown that use of
the atomic bomb was not justified by
military expediency in 1945, then the
official -excuse becomes a myth of
horror: at best an unpardonable mis-
calculation, It would also bring into
question use of the Bomb in the
future,

The available evidence indicates be-
yond a shadow of a doubt that the
Bomb did not decisively irfluence the
outcome of the recent war, did not
bring the war to an end substantially
sooner, In other words, it was net the
Bomb which prevented or made unnec-
essary the invasion of Jupan, and
thus it did not "save lives."

Information on this is availahble in
the reports of the United States

Strategic Bombing Survey which in--

vestigated the results of all bombing
operations over Japan and Germany.
This official governmental commis-
sion which made the survey was
composed of  specialists : from the
army, navy, air force and civilian
technicians.

WHY JAPAN GAVE UP?

The survey reports that invasion
was not the military alternative to
atomic bombing. Bombing of wark-
ers’ homes which wiped ‘out whole
areas of impoverished slens dwellings
was the decisive factor, in addition
to the blockade.

“Urban area attacks made the
cities of Japan virtual battlefields in
which the entire economy and life of
each area were severely disrupted,
causing the population to suffer
much, if not more, than would have
been the case if Japan had been in-
vaded.” (The Japanese Wartime
Standard of Living, USSBS, page
109.)

"By destroying his (the workers')
dwelling, by causing him and his fam-
ily- to evacuate burned-out cities, by
disrupting and overtaxing transporta-
tion facilities, by arousing his fear
to report to a place of work which he
knew was a bombing target, by mak-
ing his purchase of food and daily
necessities more difficult and finally
by lowering the workers' morale"—
in other words by employing the meth-
ods of the Wehrmacht over Coventry,
of incendiary indiscriminate bombing,
such a condition of general paralysis
had been wrought that the economy

. was grinding to a standstill.

All the survey reports agree that
this “lesser” horror was the decisive
factor in the American victory. This
writer is in a position te confirm this
conclusion from the point of view of

.
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"A being darkly wise
and rudely great..."
—Quoted (}’-Jl'on.r, Alexander
Pope) by Churchill in Boston
speech of March 31.

the Japanese. A few months after
the war’s end, he had the opportun-
ity to ask a score of Japanese news-
papermen -what in their opinion
turned the tide. The unanimous reply
was: the incendiary raids with fire
bombs. This writer  saw children
playing a game they called “B-29”
in the ruins of Tokyo.

WAR MACHINE CRIPPLED

If this judgment is correct—and
it is the most experl one available—
even an invasion of Japan would not
have been necessary, since the fire-
bombing attacks which began in No-
vember 1944, in addition to the ex-
tremely effective submarine blockade,
had already reduced the country’s
war machine to a point where it
could no longer sustain itself.

“After the Marianas were lost
[July 19447 . . ., Tojo had been un-
seated and peacemakers were intro-
duced into the government as promi-
nent elements. The war economy had
already passed its peak, fleet and air
forces were critically weakened—and
confidence of the people in eventual
victory was weakened. By mid-1944
shortages of food and civilian sup-
plies were reflected in reduced living
standards.- Therefore the actual
physical destruction wrought by
strategic bombing assumed the role
of an accelerator, to assist and ex-
pedite forces already in motion.”

(Japan’s Struggle to End the War,

USSBS, page 12.)
" (Continued on page 4)
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By HAL DRAPER

ADERS

How will the Third World War start?

The Man-in-the-Street is convinced that it will be by Russian
aggression against d perfectly innocent West. Let us accept that
for the moment, for the sake of argument, and ask the same
question again. Russian aggression—against Norway? Against

the Duchy of Luxemburg? Even
against Western Germany?
There is a campaign going
on now to make sure that the
first shooting starts against
the forces of none of these

countries alone or .their similar small
fry, but that it starts directly with
the armed forces of the United States.

This campaign is being carried on
publicly by high - level American
spokesmen. It reached a high point

during the week of the Atiantic Pact

signing. It has not yet been officially
blessed but its sponsorship leaves no
doubt of the source of its inspiration.

The plan is simple enough: American
troops are to be stationed at all the
danger points all over the world,
ready for the shooting. The excuse is
simple enough: "we' can't allow Eu-
rope to be overrun, "we" therefore
have to guard their borders. The
buildup is more than simple—it has
been accomplished: the plan is put
forward as a necessary consequence
of the Atlantic Pact.

It seems this innocently peace-lov-
ing 'Atlantic Pact, which sounds
merely like a ‘joint pledge of defense
against aggression, has consequences.
First, the United States has to arm
Europe to the teeth. Second, U. S.
troops have to hecome its border pa-
trols. Let us take a look at this pub-
lic campaign.

FOUR SPEECHES

It was blared out this past week
by four well-publicized specches: by
General Lucius D, Clay, head of the
American Military Government in
Germany; by General Omar Bradley,
army chief of staff; by Secretary of
the Army Royall; and by ex-Under-
secretary of War William H, Draper.
No mean lineup!

The keynote was sounded by Gen-
eral Bradley on April 5. He made a
fervent plea to “funnel the great
strength of our New World to the
ramparts of the 0ld” and ““thus chal-
lenge the enemy where we would
transgress.” (Bradley emphasized in
this speech that he was acting at the
request of the State Department.)
Picking up and quoting this appeal,
the editorial columns of the New
York Times on April 7 dotted the
i's: “we must ‘funnel the great
strength of our New World to the
ramparts of the Old' by stationing
in Europe a team of army, navy and
air forces strong enough to keep any
aggressor in check.”

If this had appeared in the Hearst
press, one might laugh off as mere
puff the phrase about "a team . . .
stroeng enough to keep any aggressor
in check.” Because this is quite a

m:ﬁﬁEE7f_-""
"My education " has
been sadly neglected.”

—Opening sentence of Tru-
man’s speech of April 6.

""team'! It means the permanent occu-

pation of Western Europe in force, .

not by token garrisens. .

The next day Seeretary Royall
made a speech in -Chicago' which
“was an obvious sequel to that deliv-
ered in New York last night by Gen-,
eral Bradley” (says the AP dis-

patch). “Obvious sequel”. puts. it
mildly; Royall didn’t havé 16 véad °

Bradley’s speech in the newspapers.

Royall’s theme was that it will
take more than the ground forces of
the European countries themselyes to
withstand any future attack on the
Continent. Like Bradley, Royall did
not dot the i’s himself.- William H.
Draper was freer-tongued in St.
Louis, since he no longer has official
government vresponsibility. Aeccord-
ing to the AP, Draper “stressed the
prospect that U. 8. forces will have
to stay in Europe for a long time
after the occupation period is over
in order to stand guard against any
lightning agpression.”

TROOPS DEMONSTRATE

_And that may certainly be a long

time. Anyone who thinks that Draper
and the editors of the Timnes (the
latter a notorious channel for official-
ly-unofficial  trial balloons) are
speaking on their own is self.de-
ceived. The coordination is pretty
good.

In Germany General Clay spoke
briefly at “the biggest demonstration
of ‘United States troops in Europe
since the end of the war” in Grafen-
woehr. The headlines tell the story:

(Continued on page 4)

By PHILIP COBEN

In all the rash of official speech-
making on the Atlantic Pact, there
were two that got the headlines.
Neither was delivered at the cere-
mony where the signing took place.
Neither was even supposed to be
about the Atlantic Pact. Both just
“happened” to be delivered in the
midst of the oratorical festivities,
and both hogged the headlines be-
cause—

Both . were about the real power
behind the pact.

Both brandished the atom bomb
in the face of the world. The speak-
ers were Harry S, Truman and Win-
ston Churehill.

In the ceremonial hall, the twelve
foreign ministers signed their names
with a fountain pen, were given the
fountain pen as a souvenir of the
occasion, afid made their speeches as
a souvenir for the audience.

‘Outside, President Truman gave
point to the pointless speeches with-
in by declaring that he would not
hesitate to use the atom bomb again
—“for the welfare of the United
States, and [if] the democracies of
the world are at stake;”” he said. “I
wouldn’t hesitate , . .,” he said.

Outside, in his speech in Boston
at the M.I.T. convocation on science,

Winston Churchill had previously .

informed his audience that only the

atom bemb stood between Western
Europe, particularly London, and the
fate of being “communized” by. Rus-
sia. Only the atom bomb. ...

Asked by a reporter two days later
if*he wanted to elaborate that state-
ment, Churchill answered: “Don’t
you think it stands better in its
naked simplicity?”

We do. Nothing could be more
naked.

A QUESTION, MR. SPEAKER!

There could have been no more
naked admission of the bankruptey
of the present order and its political
leaders. There could have been no
simpler affirmation of the fact that
the capitalist democracies can be
preserved only because of their pow-
er to destroy or ravage the world,
and not, certainly not, because of the
“moral force” of their system of
ideas (listen to the speechmakers!)
or the ability of their democracy to
withstand the attack of Stalinism,
horrible as that despotism is.

Both the speech by Truman this
past week, and the Boston speech
by Churchill the week before, imme-
diately raise a thunderous question.

If only the atom bomb stands be-
tween "the democratic world" and
Russia, and if the president of the
United States "wouldn't hesitate" to
use it, what happens when .Russia gets

the atom bomb too—if it doesn't have
it now?

This question has an answer, and
a nakedly simple one too. The ques-
tion” will then be: Who has more
atom bombs? Whose bomb can deva-
state a mere 25 square miles and
whose -has a destructive range of a
hundred square miles, or a thousand?
Which side has more airplanes to
carry them? Which side will need no

airplanes at all for the purpose, if it

can develop long-range inter-conti-
nental self-guided missiles -with
atomic warheads?

"RESTRAINING FORCE"?

“Five or six atomic bombs, each
with twice the destructive power of
the weapon that was dropped over
Hiroshima, would knock out Detroit,

“according to Commissioner Donald

S. Leonard of the Michigan State
Police, who gave the Army General
Staff as his source of information.”
(N. Y. Times, April 8.)

A foreign correspondent wires the
French reaction to Truman’s speech:
“Ever since tension over Berlin
reached a high point last summer
some of the highest French officials
have said privately that the atomic
bomb was about all that sustained
such peace as there was. It has lately
been assumed that for at least a year
or so, Europe’s rearmament being

Truman, Churchill Underline Pact with Bomb

. slow, the restraining force of the

Atlantic Pact would lie mainly in the
known power of the new bomb. Mr.
Truman’s statement [‘I wouldn’t
hesitate'] was considered a salutary
rerminder of this power.” (Harold
Callender, from Paris, Times, April
8.)

We call your gttention to one
phrase in the above dispatch: "for at
least a year or so." And after "a year

or so" of European rearmament with .
the United States' cast-off models

(such as the plan for:the first “'year
or so'), will the "restraining force"

of the pact be anything else but , ., .

only the atem bomb?. .

In-other columns of this and other

issues of LABOR ACTION, we dis-
cuss the political meaning of the
pact and its impact in this world of
two imperialist war bloes.. The
speeches by Truman and Churchill
have struck a deeper, more somber
note,

The monster-explosions at Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, even in the
midst of the rejoicing at the end of
the war, brought a real moral revul-
sion into the heart of all thinking
men. The most unusual aspect of
this was the chain-reaction of revolt,
sporadic though it was, on the part
of atomic scientists themselves. For
the first time—after decades of talk
about war meaning the end of civili-

zation—this gloomy prophecy became
scientifically meaningful, or se many
of the scientists themselves insisted.
The first reaction to the news of
Hiroshima, even on the part of the
most war-minded, was not a cheer,
it was a gasp. '

THEY DARE DO IT NOW

The moral revulsion to the atom
bomb-has played itself out now, as a
force. The reason we know that s so
is because ‘Truman and Churchill
made their speeches. Three years ago

. neither would have dared; so blat-

antly, so nakedly, to wave the Bomb

‘in the face of the world as if to say

:—ll_ke a corny passage in a thriller:

Ga. ahead, try to stop me, and Il
drop this stick of dynamite!” And
particularly: “I wouldn’t hesitate. . "

The moral revulsion must be baek-
stopped with political understanding,
or it fades like a passing mood. As we
pointed out, Churchill helped to sup.
Ply that too. The capitalist world, in
Churchill's mind, has nothing to coun-
teract _fhe appeal to the European
and Asian peoples which is made by
Stalin's totalitarianism, nothing ex-
cept the threat of o Plutonium smoke-
cloud over their country, The fight
for a socialist democracy, to replace

both capitalist and Stalinist imperial.

ism, is the real road to
world security, - . - Rrss, asd
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Jim Crow in Detroit UAW Local

By M. FINCH ,

Jim Crow is a real issue in at least
one local of the Auto Workers Union
—and union progressives have to do
something about it.

In February, the Reutherite admin-
istration of Dodge Local 3, UAW-CIO
(Detroit), was embarrassed into tak-

" ing a positive stand on the issue of
Negro workers being served in the
restaurants and bars around the plant
by the Stalinist “Progressive slate”
which, for political purposes, started
a restaurant campaign just prior to
the recent local election.

The FEPC of the local had sent
letters to bar and restaurant owners
inviting them to discuss this issue,
and a committee of three, including
the local president and the FEPC
chairman, had visited some of the
proprietors, all to no avail.

At a business meeting held on
February 27, a motion was passed
that all local officers, executive board
and plant committee members and
candidates for these offices sign an-
other letter to the businessmen in
order to prevent the question of anti-
Negro diserimination from becoming
an issue in the election. At this meet-
ing the Reutherite president, Art
Grudzen, took a firm stand and he
and various other speakers were en-
thusiastically applauded.

Subsequently, the entire “left
wing” (“Trade Union”) slate and
three of the Reutherite candidates
refused to sign the letter.

The “Trade Unionists” carried on
a vicious Negro-baiting campaign in
the shop and some of their candi-
dates even went so far as fo print
anti-Negro leaflets appealing to the
most reactionary workers—a fact

which undoubtedly contributed to the

total defeat suffered by the none-too-
strong Reutherites in the election.

UNSAVORY REPUTATION

The “Trade Union” slate had no
Negro candidates; the Grudzen-Reu-
ther and Stalinist slates had one each.
Twice the Reutherite Negro's picture

was not printed in the local paper
along with the others; the Stalinists’
Negro candidate’s picture was so fog-
gy that he was unrecognizable.

The FEPC committee, which up to
this time has occupied itself with
writing strong letters of protest, car-
ried- out a zero-hour attempt to ob-
tain service for Negroes in a restau-
rant, which met with failure as the

“Hamtramck cops refused to enforce

the Michigan Diggs Civil Rights Law,
insulted the members involved, and
forcibly removed them from the
place.

Dodge Local has long had the un-
savory reputation in union circles of

being about the most Jim Crow local '

in Detroit. Certain depariments hold
Jim Crow dances; anti-Negro re-
marks are heard from stewards on
up, even in the union hall. During
the strike Negroes on some strike
committees were segregated into their
own working greups. No attempt has
been made  at education except for
news articles in the shop paper and
the presentation of a union anti-dis-
crimination play on a weekday night.
The FEPC committee contents itself
with its correspondence.

A progressive leadership should
have attacked this problem long-ago,
above all during the sirike last spring
when morale and union solidarity
were high.

Negro Sharecroppers Case Won

By WDL from

HELENA, Ark. (WDL)—The Arkan-
sas landlords, the Cox brothers, and
M. C. Nabors, a foreman, must pay
$425 damages to two Negro share-
croppers whom they forcibly ousted
from their plantation.

This was the verdict in a damage
suit “brought by the two Negroes,
James Hawkins and William Hender-
son, with the aid of the Workers De-
fense League. Ross Robley and El-
mer Scoggins, WDL attorneys, rep-
resented them when the case was
tried in Helena March 14-24.

Of the $425 awarded, $375 was for
the value of their share of the crop
and their possessions which were con-
fiscated after the eviction and $50
was punitive damages.

The all-white jury which tried them

included seven planters, Two Ne-
groes who had been on the panel

" were rejected after being challenged

by the landlords.
“The evidence on behalf of the

Arkansas Jury

sharecroppers was .so clear that it
would have been 'difficult for a jury
to award no ﬁamges at all,” Rowland
Watts, Workers Defense League na-
tional secretary, commented. “While
the amount of the award is inddequate,
the fact that damages were won at
all sets a precedent. Representatives
of the National Farm Labor Union
say it was the first recovery by share-
croppers which has come to their at-
tention.”

Henderson and Hawkins charged
that their possessions were confis-
cated and that they were ousted from
the plantation after an unsuccessful
attempt by the Cox brothers to chisel
an increased share of the crop. Work-
ers Defense League investigators
took the men and their families to
Chicago for safety and had its attor-
neys file suit on their behalf. The
original suit was for $3,000. In addi-
tion, Hawkins, who was beaten seri-
ously during the eviction, sought $10,-
000 in personal damages.
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Expand Witch

BALTIMORE — Maryland's infamous
“Subversive Aclivities Act of 1949
popularly known as the Ober Bill,
was signed by Governor Lane on
March 27. Two days later the Legis-
lature passed an amendment to put
it into effeet immediately, without
waiting for the June 1 date when
other bills go into effect. The purpose
of ‘the amendment was to forestall a
meove for a petition to refer the bill
to a referendum and so delay the ef-
fect of the bill until after the 1950
general elections.

The aim of the act is to outlaw
“subversive” organizations, which are
defined as organizations which “en-
gage in or advocate, abet, advise or
teach” the overthrow of the govern-
ment by *“revolution, force or vio-
lence.”,

The act makes it legal for the state
to dissolve “subversive” organiza-
tions and take over their records and
funds. It will then become a felony
for anyone to be a member of such
an organization or, as an individual,
to teach or advocate the activities de-
scribed as subversive. A special as-
sistant attorney general will be ap-
pointed to administer the act.

The preamble to the acl describes
the activities of the world Communist
Parties and then makes the sweeping
statement that “other subversive
groups have had similar objectives,”
thus making it possible to lump with
the Stalinists all anti-capitalist or-
ganizations seeking to change
present system. (Of course, the act
ignores the fact that practically all
anti-capitalist groups, particularly the
socialists, have opposed the Stalinist
Communist Parties consistently, even
when the U, S. government was offi-
cially working with them during the
war!)

The act also requires a loyalty oath
of all state, city and county employ-
eces, and private educational institu-
tions will not be given any state aid
until they have proved that they are
also making a loyalty check of their
employees. '

The Maryland Civil Liberties Com-
mittee, in opposing the bill, pointed

Maryland ‘Subversive’ Law

the '

Hunt in New

out many of the dangers. They say
it will shut off the flow of ideas by
imposing criminal penalties upon
their advocacy, and upon mere asso-
ciation with those who advocate such
ideas; that the “power of investiga-
tion will become an instrument of
oppression,” particularly since the act
permits state police and department
heads in every public office to do
their own 'investigat.ing.

In opposing the interference with’
academic freedom, the Maryland Civil
Liberties Committee asks two pointed
questions: “Where does the criticism
of domestic policy end and disloyalty
begin? At what point does approval
of Marxian economic theories become
subversive?” The act merely dupli-
cates federal activities against sa’bo-
tage and espionage, says the Civil Lib-
erties Committee, and communist
ideas cannot be defeated by suppres-
sion, but only by “education, econom-
ic security and- the strengthening of
democratic institutions.”

There was a time when American
statesmen had the courage to siand
up and say to the world that “when-
ever any form of government be-
comes destructive of these ends, [the
right to life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness], it is the right of the
people to alter and abolish it, and to
institute new government. . . .” But
as we all know, our Declaration of
Independence was written in the days
when our commercial class was re-
volting against the restrictions of the
English commercial class.

Times have changed, but the ruling
class still acts in its own interests,
and those interests demand that the
present government should not be
changed. In colonial times the com-
mercial class called it patriotic to
“alter and abolish” the English colo-
nial government which limited their
rights to expand and profil; today it
is called “subversive” for the mass of
the people to want to “alter and abol-
ish” the government which puts the
rights of the huge industrial profit
takers above the human rights of the
people.

Anna L. Strong Reveals Russian GPU Police
Terror, But Remains Stalinist Apologist

By JACK BRAD

Anna Louise Strong, who was ex-
pelled from Russia as a “spy” last
month after 27 years of apologizing
for everything Stalinist, has just pub-
lished a series of articles on her ar-
rest and jailing in Moscow.

These articles received wide atien-
tion because of the importance of the
incident in which she was the key
figure and because many of its as-
pecis remain shrouded in obscurity.
These ariicles were printed in the
New York:®Herald Tribune and syn-
dicated to scores' of daily papers
throughout the country.

People who expected a “confes-
sion” a la Budenz or Kravchenko
were disappointed. She is disheart-
ened, severely shocked, but disillu-
sionment is too strong a term for her
present state of mind; disenchant-
ment is closer to it.

She writes that she wants: “a quick
start again somewhere, with a slill
energetic body and a much enlight-
ened brain. Not to waste any more
of my few years left.” But there is
more of pathos than reality in this.
For, at the age of 63, like many an-
other who has become housebroken
by Stalinism, she lacks the habit of
independence of thought. Her thought
patterns are in disarray as a result of
her adventure but they are still held
to the central axis of Stalinism. After
all, at the.end of this love affair with
Stalinism that has lasted almost
three decades, it is she who is spurned;
the rejected are seldom aggressively
independent.

“TRY TO EXFPLAIN .

In 1921 Anna Strong arrived in
Russia. She was attracted by the
golden promise of the revolution. She
imagined herself to be following in
the footsteps of John Reed, whom
she admired immensely. She was an
idealist in those days. “I have met
Trotsky and he is a most fascinating
man,” she wrote then. And now she
comments: “In 1922, to green foreign-
ers, Trotsky was the Soviet state em-

bodied.” And the difference between

then and now appears in her very
next sentence: “Try to explain that
now to any Russian.”

When the revolutionary wave sub-
sided and gave way to reaction, Anna
Strong did not perceive the change,
She became part of the Stalin appa-
ratus. She continued to pour out pae-
ans of praise, but it was now praise

" for the counter-revolution, For this
task her idealism became an obsta-
cle. So she trained herself to over-
look the truth, to omit unpleasant-
ries, to reject all criticism as “attacks
by enemies of the Soviet Union.”

When the commissar drags out her
records for signature she understands
she is witnessing the fabrication of a
confession, There was her letter

praising Trotsky written in 1922; a
letter to her husband, wondering if
a particularly brutal piece of injus-
tice was really necessary; a notebook
of production statistics taken from
the Moscow Daily News of 1932,
which she herself had edited; a bunch
of letters from Wall Street in 1925,
when she had acted as an agent for
the Russian state NEP “io see whe-
ther American capitalists might be in-
terested in investments” — imagine
what a Vishinsky counld do with that!
—correspondence with the North
American Newspaper Alliance for
opening radio communication with
Stalinist China.

Her knowing comment on this mass
of material is: “I knew what this
man could do with this.”

REMAINS BLIND

All these she signed, as well as
carefully selected excerpts from hun-
dreds of other articles which could
properly be misinterpreted by the
MVD when taken out of context. She
realized that a dossier was being pre-
pared so that “the commissar would
prove his case to the satisfaction ot
every Russian” by her very own
signed “confession.” The term re-
veals that she had an inkling of the
truth about the Moscow Trials of the
middle 30s which she had defended
vehemently.

To an objective observer this inci-
dent is full of insights on the callous
disregard for any vestige of truth by
the rufhless ruling bureaucracy. But
Anna Strong rises to the defense of
her tormentors, She explains that this
is all a product of the cold war, out
of which has come widespread fear,
and that this is why she is treated
in this fashion. By the trick of rais-
ing her experience to another plane
she tries to explain it away. She re-
mains tragically blind.

What she reveals, however, is more
than she could possibly have intend-
ed. “I was awakened from bed in
Warsaw, taken to jail by three armed
men, kept there five days under fre-
quent questioning and then put over
the Polish border at a lonely river
on a broken bridge.” She was never
told the charges against her, never

. given an opportunity to "ﬂe_fend her-

self, -

“I was awakened from bed” is the
phrase of terror with which she opens
her articles. For the:MVD works at
night. This is true even inside the
prison. She is questioned at night.
Almost all the business is conducted
at night.

TECHNIQUE OF TERROR

Perhaps most interesting are the
things that did not happen but which
she constantly expects—things which
Strong would reject as outright cal-
umny if she saw them printed else-
where, and things she has specifically

denied in the past. When she was
taken to a physical examination she
“wondered in panic if she [the nursel
was deciding how much I could
stand.” Later, when her examination
is over, she thinks: “they're not go-
ing to be brutes, not yet anyway.” She
was not beaten or tortured but she
expected to be, because it has hap-
pened before—it is customary.

She notes the technigue of terror:
“No prisoner must be allowed fo see
another.,” Through fear and deliber-
ately created uncertainty her per-
sonality is weakeéned: “They pointed
and I went. I began to think I must
be a docile prisoner. Nobody had ever
called me docile before. I was seared
stiff and dazed.” The warden asks her
about her health, and she thinks: “for
hard labor in the woods.” These
things did not happen to Anna
Strong but she fully expected them,
thereby revealing the truth,

Why was she arrested and expelled?
Her answer is as speculative as any-
one else’s since she was not present-
ed with specific charges. She does
believe, however, that it was her re-
quest to go to China which caused
her predicament.

From this she construcied a theory
about the closed Manchurian frontier
and the fear on the part of the Rus-
sians that if she were given a visa
it would become known that pro-
Stalinists were passing over the bor-
der and this might in ‘some manner
antagonize the Kuomintang govern-
ment in Nanking. Russia is supposed-
ly interested in maintaining these re-
lations intact and friendly “maybe to
get concessions in Sinkiang from Chi-
ang's collapsing gang and so keep
out an American air base that might
atom-bomb their interior.”

These explanations are arrant non-
sense. Moscow has had a 100 per cent
monopoly of air-landing rights in
Sinkiang since 1936. Current rumor
has it that this monopoly has just
been renewed in a secret treaty with
Nanking. In addition, five hsien (coun-
ties) in North Sinkiang have split off
of form a pro-Russian satellite state.
The U. S. has never expressed any
desire for bases ihere, and under-
standably so. From a military view-
point nothing would be more prepos-
terous. Such a base would not only
be exiremely expensive but would
also be lost at the first shot, since it
would be located some 10,000 miles
from the U. S, right on the Russian
border,

Strong’s “explanation” only raises
the question instead of answering it.
Why do the Russians maintain cor-
dial relations with Nanking at this
time? Specifically, as to Sinkiang,
does Strong mean to imply that the

Russians find it easier to deal with
Nanking than with Mag Tze-tung on
concessions there?

As for thé"closed border, elsewhere
in her articles she points out that
this road was never closed to “spe-
cial” visitors. It is difficult indeed to
see what Nanking could do about
people crossing from the Russian side
of the border. What is important is
that the Russians do maintain such
very close vigilance and do strictly
restrict travelers. Indicative of the
degree to which *her mind is poisoned.
is her acceptance of such border con-
trol.

Throughout her articles she points
up her intimate connections with the
Chinese CP. She was returning to
China at the express invilation of
the party there. In Europe and Rus-
sia she constantly met with and be-
came identified with Chinese Stalin-

"ists. Since 1937 her arena of activi-
ties had shifted from Moscow to Chi-
na. On the very day before her ar-
rest she had made contact with the
Chinese CP delegate to the World
Federation of Trade Unions and had
asked his intervention on her behalf
with the Russians.

This is the source of the trouble—
but why? On this erucial matter we
are still left to speculation. The only
plausible answer that covers the
known facts is that there is disagree-
ment between the Kremlin and Mao
Tze-tung over basic Chinese policy
and Anna Louis Strong fell victim to
this dispute, as a symbol of Kremlin
displeasure with her transfer of alle-
giance to the Chinese party and as a
warning to them.

In previous articles in LABOR
ACTION this idea has been elabo-
rated. If holds up under the addi-
tional'’ information contained in
Strong’s articles. Incidentally, ®after
a considerable passage of time the
Chinese CP has also pronounced her
“a notorious spy.”

FELLOW TRAVELER TRAGEDY

Anna Strong has been torn bodily
from her past. The deeply - grooved
thought patterns of her mind have
been violated. People with whom she
was on closest terms of friendship
for decades are now cut off from her
not only by her expulsion but also
by the anathema that has been pro-
nounced against her. She is cut away
from pro«Russmn circles everywhere,
Her tragedy lies in her inability to
break out of these now useléss pat-
terns.

She remains, in these articles, a -

Stalinist apologist. Thus she can say
at ‘a lecture in New York last week
that “freedom is not a major issue
in the world today, but peace is.”
Having discarded freedom, she points
to the U. S. as the threat to peace.
Russia is absolved by a trick of ver-
bal legerdgmain which Stalinism em-
ploys increasingly to ecatch the wun-
wary: Russian is a “socialist” state.
Lenin pointed out that only capital-.

ism is imperialistic. The U. 8. is capi-
talistic.
rialistic. Ergo: the U. S. is the ag-
gressor imperialist state while Russia
is peace-loving. This semantic - maze
holds Anna Strong in its grip even
today. Whether or not she succeeds
in breaking through to a new under-
standing is a personal matter.

Her articles make it clear that she
has known all along more than she
has written. We are given an insight
into the mind of a Stalinist apologist.
We can- now understand how she
could write a book on CP rule in
Manchuria and never even hint at
the existence of stripped factories
looted by the Russians. Or, in her
latest pamphlet, on Korea, not even
by remote implication does she indi-
cate that the Russian army lived off
the impoverished land for three years.

She can include this gem: “Many
people went to the polls in the middle
of the night (in Stalinist North Xo-
rea) in order to be the first to greet
the dawn of a new day at elections.”
Perhaps readers of her articles will
understand this sentence in a new
light—the terror of being awakened
in the middle of the night to be taken
to jail or "to vole.,”

Four New York Lecture-
Discussion Meetings
For the Benefit of

Politics'

"Packages Abroad"

Friday, April 29

KARL AUGUST WITTFOGEL

Director'Chinese History Project,
Columbia University

THE HISTORICAL MEANING
OF CHINESE COMMUNISM
Thursday, May 12

ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
Author of “The Age of Jackson”

TRI.IMAN-—HE!R OR EPIGONE
OF THE NEW DEAL?
Thursday, May 19

DWIGHT MACDONALD
Editor of “Politics”

GOODBYE TO UTOPIA
Rand School Auditorium
7 East 15th Street
At 8:30,

Admission 75¢

Socialism cannot be impe- -

By WYATT LEE

The camp meeting is breaking up,
the revivalist frenzy has ebbed and
the hallelujah shouters are begin-
ning to sing another tune. The glow
of that wondrous day, last Novem-

""ber 3, when the notorious 80th Con-

gress was swept aside in a Demo-
cratic wvictory that promised a sec-
ond coming of the New Deal, has
worn off,

The Democratic 81st Congress has
been in session for over three months
and each day il grows closer to the
image of its predecessor, the Republi-
can 80th. Not a single Truman cam-
paign promise has been kept, unless
one would charitably count the butch-
ered rent control extension.

Repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act,
conceded by everyone to be a clear
mandate of the voters, has not been
accomplished, nor does it appear like-
ly. As reported in LABOR ACTION
last week a new bill devised by Geor-
gia’s Democratic Representative John
S. Wood, contains all the provisions
of the T-H Act and labor is quite
apt to be saddled with the same old
law under a Democratic name.

STILL ANOTHER CONGRESS?

The wind of harsh reality is cool—
ing the enthusiasm of the liberal and
labor leaders who saw in Truman's
election a bright new world, Even
Senator Hubert Humphrey, Minneso-
ta’s boy wonder and hope of the lib-
erals, concedes defeat.

It will take the election of a new
Congress, he is reported to have said,
to put over the repeal of the T-H Aect.

Another commentator, the colum-
nist Marquis Childs, says in aston-
ishment, “No one could possibly have
guessed on November 3 that the pres-
ent situation would exist.

“If Congress were to act today on
labor legislation, the strong likeli-
hood is that the T-H Act restrictions
would be tightened rather than re-

Liberals Ardor Cooled
By Taft-Hartley Stall

laxed. Whether the act will come up
in this session is an open question,”
he adds.

Childs blames the “changed politi-
cal climate” on the miners’ holiday
and a newspaper pressmen’s strike in
Washington, an interpretation char-
acteristic of frightened “friends of
labor.”

'TRUMAN NOT WORRIED

One man, at least, has retained his
equanimity in the face of this recal-
cilrant Congress. Truman, in a letter
to the convention of the Americans
for Democratic Action, said: “I do not
worry over the petiy and temporary '
victories of obstruectionists.”

Truman does not worry, Humphrey
wanis a new Congress and Childs
complains that labor is “irritating”
Congress! No one, except the millions
of voters who thought they were get-
ting rid of‘the Taft-Hartley Act and
all laws like it, appears to be unduly
alarmed.

What would alarm these people are
signs that the American workers are
getting fed up with empty campaign
promises, ‘double - dealing delay and
outright subservience to Washington
lobbies. Disillusion with the politics
of capitalism is the real danger.

SAME OLD STORY

“I hope that all Americans of what-
ever political faith will not lose sight
of our recent political victory,” Tru-
man said with génuine concern in his
letter to the ADA. Let no one assay
that victory with a test of actions
taken since the elections!

The liberals and labor men meet-
ing at the ADA convention could do
little more than bewail the ireachery
of the Congress hailed so recently.
With its strategy of a liberal-labor
bloc within the Demoecratic Party, the
ADA is prepared to fraverse the same
old road again.

The revival meeting is over, but the
old-time religion still persists,

OHIO LABOR NOTES

By JOE CLARK

A group of 12 Stalinists felt the
heavy hand of American *“justice”
last week in Cleveland when they

appeared before Common Pleéas Judge -

James C. Connell. They were charged
with a total of 44 acts of contempt
against a court order banning vio-
lence and mass picketing at the plant
of the Fawick Airflex Corp.

The strike has been going on for
over a month and was called by Lo-
cal 735 of the United Electrical
Workers, CIO. The local was com-
pletely controlled by Stalinists. The
strike has been marked by some quite
spectacular events, including tough
struggles with the police. But the
strikers faced a lerrific handicap
from the start because of the refusal
of their officers to sign the non-Com-
munist affidavits., The company used
this as an excuse to refuse any deal-
ings with them at all.

The 12 union leaders, members and
and sympathizers were sent {o coun-
iy jail April 8 in default of a record-
breaking total bond of $2,060,000 set
by the judge after he found them
guilty. In handing out maximum pen-
alties'of 10 days in jail and a $500 fine

for each offense—a total of 440 days’

and $22,000 in fines, plus court costs
—the judge termed the strike a “pho-
ny"” and ordered it “judiciously end-
ed” by court decree. '

He also banned all picketing of any
soft at the plant, Paul Shepard, an
organizer for Local 735, drew the top
senlence: 80 days in county jail and
$4,000 fine on the eight counts. These
.sentences are far more severe than
any heard of in Cleveland in connec-
tion with labor disturbances.

In his summation the judge said:
“They marched behind the American

Stalinist Strike Leaders
Arrested; AFL Union Scabs

flag but they dragged it in the dirt
and used it only as a shield. They
bad a good time while they were at -
it, helping another country than
ours,” Nc reference was made to
communism or communists but the
court continually referred to the de-
fendants as “the un-American side”
while the company, company attor-
neys and scab workers were called
“the American side.”

Marie Reed, one of the strike lead-
ers, was-.the first to be sentenced.
Said the judge: “It is too bad that
with her mental attainments [she is
a Vassar graduate] she gets men on
her side into so much trouble. She
thinks she is some kind of Joan of
Arc, but Joan of Are suffered for
her country while this lady makes
her country suffer.” The sentence:
50 days in jail and $2,500 fine. Bond
was set at $250,000.

At its meeting of April 6 the Cleve-
land Federation of Labor (AFL)
voled full support to the organizing
activities of its affiliated United
Automobile Workers (AFL) at the
strikebound plant, though three of
the delegales assailed the action as
“strikebreaking.” William Finegan,
executive .secretary of the CFL, ad-
vised the delegates that “support of
the UAW did not conflict with the
federation’s announced policy of not
participating in organizing activities
against unions engaged in legitimate
sirikes against employers for im-
proved working conditions or in-
creased wages.” Two of the striking
CIO unionists asked for and were re-
fused permission to present their
views of the strike and its issues to
the delegates. Every day the AFL
members go to work at the strike-
bound plant with police protection.

be_s!' yet.
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Will There Be “Pecu:e
In Two Years?

Will the Atlantic Pact bring peace, as per Truman’s promise? -

The president not only promises peace, but also sets his own
deadline—two years.

By “peace,” of course, he (and we) mean the end of the
threat of war. _

In view of this brash prediction on Truman’s part, we might
as well say the following now, in foresight, rather than two years
from now, in hindsight.

Two years from now, it is quite possible that Washington will
be able to point to an apparent lull'in the cold war, to a less open-
ly tense world situation, to an illusory softening in the imperial-
ist rivalry between West and East which now rages so publicly.

We are not under the illusion that either Washington or Mos-
cow want war immediately or soon. We have said before and
repeat again that the Third World War for which both are pre-
paring so feverishly may not come for five, ten, or fifteen years.
And it is unlikely that the nerve-taut iug-of-wur between them
can be continued at its present pitch for many more years.

The Washington administration is banking on the hope that
the show of toughness in the Atlantic Pact, the arming of Eu-
rope to the teeth, the garrisoning of Europe with U. S. divisions
—that all this will force the Kremlin to “back down,” “play ball,”
talk more softly, “make concessions,” etc., thereby easing the
world atmosphere.

And so it may.

Truman, of course, will then hail the success of his “peace
policy” and write himself down in the history books as ‘the presi-
dent who brought peace to a troubled world. There will be a dif-
ferent president in the White House when the harvest of the
Atlantic Pact is reaped. _ _

But that lull in the cold war, if and when it comes, will not
be “peace.” The road of imperialist war alliances, seemingly
overwhelming to begin with, plus feverish armament, plus tough
talk, is rather the inevitable precursor of the eventual war. Both
sides prepare, both sides arm, both sides jockey for alliances and
influence, until the time is ripe. -

The process of overawing each other—"Scare Sl'alin!“ or
"Bluff the U. S.!"—which sounds to many ears like a "peace pol-
icy.” and which can in fact last for a certain nnmber of years.as
long as either side is really overnwed is only one of the channels
through which the eventuality of war is ensured.

We suggest you remember that if and when Truman makes
his “I-told-you-so” speech in 1951,

A Note on Progress
And Civilization

Elsewhere in this issue we present an important summary
of the official report of the U. S. Strategic Bombing Survey, in
connection with Truman’s atom-bomb statement.

One point that emerges has to be underlined. At the beginning
of the war the general conception of military aviation strategy
was the principle of selective bombing with the object of destroy-
ing certain specific targets, par ticularly military and economic
concentrations. That is why the biggest secrets were the bomb-
sights. The aviation men of all countries held to this 1de_a.

During the war it became apparent that this was no longer -

an adequate working principle. Total war und modern technique
had found means of reducing the effects of target bombing.
The Nazis were the first to employ bombing as a weapon of
mass terror in the last war, as at Coventry. Based on the lessons
of Nazi bombing over England and air surveys of the results of
selective bombing by Allied planes, the air strategists concluded,
toward the end of the war, that the most effective results were
achieved by indiscriminate attacks on the whole populatmn.

Air strategy became the sirategy of mass terror. The war
was brought directly to the whole pnnple. noi ui their pluce of
work but in their homes. Japan was the laboratory where these
conceptions were tried out.

For this purpose the type of bomb and the type o[ alrcraft
had to be changed. The dive bomber or medium bomber of high
maneuverability was replaced by the B-29 superfortress in which
the size of the load was decisive. The explosive bomb was re-
placed by the incendiary.

The atomic bomb- was the next step, in the technologlcal
sense, in the fulfillment of this conception of total war against
urban populations.

The atomic bomb is not an aberration of military technology
but fits into the pattern of military ideas. In this larger sense
the atomic bomb is a preview of the next war.

Military principle has dnscovered in the people ﬂlemselves
the primary object of destruction!
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‘British RR Workers' Poll Reveals Demand for Workers' Control

How ' do the British workers in nationalized indus-
try feel about the new setup?

An interesting investigation in one 'such industry
has been conducted by ‘the weekly: of the National
Union of Railwaymen, Railway Review, and the results
were analyzed in its columns by James Jary. The fol-
lowing is ‘condensed from an article by J. Haston in
the British Socialist Appeal for March.

A sampling of nearly 500 workers was used. To the
first question: “Did you support the nationalization of
the railways?” the rteplies were overwhelmingly Yes.
Only 5.9 per cent said No, as against 88.7 per cent Yes.
(The rest were doubtful or “no reply.”)

The second question was: "Affer @ year of national
ownership, did you find your Job: la) Encouraging—
-more, less, about the same? (b) Frustrating: more, less,
about the same?" The answers broke down as follows:

More’ encouraging ............................. . 9.7%
About the same . ” R
More frustratmg LRty RSOy

Jary comments that these figures are “evidence that
meré change of ownership has not created a change
in the human relations within the industry. As a body,
railwaymen are a patient lot, seldom hasty in their de-
cisions, but the picture here revealed provides food for
thought for those who bear the burden of organization
and administration.”

WORKERS WANT CONTROL

The third question: “Do you feel you have a share

in running the railways?’ Only a small percentage an-
swered that they did—14.4 per cent, Answering No
were 75.3 per cent.
" “Avre you satisfied with the way your Local Depart-
mental Committee handles questions about 'working
methods?” To this, 38.8 per cent said Yes, and 53.2 per
eent No.

“Dao you think yow ought to be consulted before
changed methods are introdiced of working?”—96.9 per
cent Yes, and 2.3 per cent No.

Summing up, Jary concludes: “The fundamental
conclusion from this small survey is that radwaymen
at the moment are in poor heart. They feel very dis-
appointed that they have not been called on to exercise
more influence in the shaping of a national transport
service. They are not so much concerned about such
material things as wages and hours as they might have
bheen. But they do want to feel that they are a living
part of this great enterprise.

. “They Jmow that they are lnhlllgen! and educated.
Tlley have a wealth of practical experience without which
the ﬂleorel-icluns are inarticulate. All they ask is that
flney be given just a small opportunity consciously to
participate in the management and direction of the
service . . .

On the background of the mood and aspirations of
the railwaymen ‘as revealed by this material, the
speeches of the general sécretary of the NUR, J. Fig-
ins, at the last Labor Party conference and at the
Trade Union Congress can be readily understood.

Figgins stated that the present setup was alien to
the needs of the-industry and the workers in it. He
demanded that the unions be given the right to fully
participate from top to bottom in the management and
running of the industry, At the present moment only
one of the members of the leading board can be said
to be ‘drawn from the workers’ side of the industry,
although even his connection with the union is now
broken.

-better for everybody.

PROGRAM FOR SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY

If the railway unions’ demands for full participation
‘are to have full effect, it is essential that nationally
and in various divisions, they must develop a program,
not only for the technical development of the industry,
but for its social reconstruction. For this purpose, spe-
cial conferences should be called throughout the coun-
‘try where the rank and file of railway workers of all
grades and in the various unions would get down to
examining all the problems of reorganization.

The: editors of the Railway Review have consistently
demanded that the present machinery be replaced by
industrial organization based on each large unit, through
the meetings of all the workers in the unit and its de-
pendent sub-units, Each of the huge terminal units in the
London area, sending delegates to a council covering
the areas as a whole, and so on for the rest of the
country.

Representative industrial organs of this type are
needed, with the legal right of access to all plans, docu-
ments and other data affecting operating and working
conditions, and as the workers almost unanimously de-
mand, with the equal right to be consulted before any
changes in working conditions,

Such a reorganization would reveal a hitherto deep
and untapped well of knowledge and resourcefulness,
without which the forward drive to qocmh‘;m is not
poa%lble

A British Socialist View

Of all the European lands subjected, via the Mar-
shall Plan, to the hegemony of Wall Street over ‘the
capitalist world, Britain is, today, the most dependent
and is, in fact, no longer an independent nation. Few
people in this country, in fact, seem to realize how far
British enslavement to the USA has gone. For, over
and above her obligations under the plan, which she
shares with the other European debtor states, Britain
is now actually an “occupied country,” a military colony
of the USA, to which the British ruling class and its
political instrument, the Foreign Office (using Ernest
Bevin as a convenient rubber stamp), have sold out as
completely as the French bourgeoisie did to Hitler in
1940.

Not only is the United Kingdom now America’s
front trench in the only-too-probable event of war with
Russia; but she is now actually already America’s
“floating aireraft carrier” and is already occupied by
the armed forces of the American Republic—even be-
fore war has broken out. And, if and when it should
eventually come, America will, no doubt, fight to the
last Briton!

In a recent broadcast on the BBC on the subject of
the recent Stalin-Tito correspondence, the Oxford his-
torian A. J. P. Taylor, ended by expressing the hope that
Britain would become America's "Tito""—that is, would
display a similar independence toward America as Tito's
Yugoslavia is now doing toward Russia!

"A courageous hope! One may remark in passing
that it is a disgrace to the British socialist movement
that it should be left to an academie, “non-political”
historian to say it.

We hope that Britain will, indeed, soon become
America’s “Tito.” The sooner a nation-wide agitation
for this ‘end, and for the withdrawal of the American
“decupying forces” from'this country gets going, the

F. A. Ridley
(Socialist Leader, London, March 26)

MOVlE REVIEW

‘Quiet One,”

By HOWARD JAY

Picture of Twisted
Childhood, Is Great Achievement

But, once more, necessity proves a

This mode of presentation is a wise

“The Quiet One” is a documentary
study of a'Harlem slum child and his
partial recovery in a rehabilitation
camp. It is a film deserving of the
highest praise. However, Jest the
reader assume that only a social con-
science requires him to see this pic-
ture, it should be stated at the outset
that “The Quiet One"” ranks, in my
opinion, near the greatest work of
the American cinema,

This superiority is not merely a
matter of sincerity of purpose and
honesty of treatment; one ¢an recall
any number. of movies which equally
boasted these virtues and yet failed

“to. move the: spectator as this short

film . does. Rather, it is precisely
where “The Quiet One" differs from
the usual commercial superproduc-
tion in the technical means employed
to qommunicate such honest insight
that its excellence is most apparent.
NATURAL TYPES

The typical superior Hollywood or
French product is based upon the
star system and the scenario—that is,
upon the ascendancy of the. actor and
the spoken word over the image.
“The Quiet One” employs only natu-
ral types right off the streets to fill
the roles, and the scenario is reduced
mamly to the commenaturs text;
consequenﬂy, mstead of presenting a
concept by means of verbal explana-
iion as do the theater and the ma-
jority of bad p1ctures the makers, of
this film translate all ideas.into im-
ages. RS

All this is the nalura,l resort of the
low—budget movie, but it is also some-
thlng more. 'Ihe producers of “The
Quiet One” have not .only achieved
greater reallsm, but, most importaut
have returned to the real basis of the
art—to “let you see.”

Even where the spoken word is
employed in “The Quiet One,” it is
presented in counterpoint to the im-
‘age—not. in synchronization with the
plcture of the actor's moving lips.
Agam, this techmq_ue is necessary be-
cause untramed natural types cannut
be éxpected unaided fo put across a
desired emotion by . artful gestures
and subtle changes in expression,

boon: this counterpoint of .word and
image makes for a range and richness
not otherwise obtainable. There is,
for example, the scene where the
boy, fleeing from his foster home, re-
turns to his mother. He is shown toy-
ing wistfully with the cheap knick-
knacks in the parlor which represent
to him the comfort and love for
which he yearns. But the sound track
points up the {futility of his search
by reproducing the flat tired retorts
of the mother and her man quarreling
inside the other room,

THE PROBLEM IS POVERTY

“The Quiet One” merits considera-
tion on two other counts:

First, its relationship to the future
of serious film production. It cer-

‘tainly makes it clear that the film as

an art form is not necessarily de-
pendent wupon the concentrated
wealth of large producers.

Second, the social impact of the
film. Although all of the main char-
acters are Negro, “The Quiet One”
does not deal with the “Negro prob-
lem” as this problem is popularly un-
derstood. The only significance of
the child’s race in reference to his
personality problem lies in the lower
economic status of the Negro and his
natural exposure to greater emotion-
al insecurity arising from such pov-
erty.

one. The overwhelming fact in the
Negro's life is not only the formal
relations with the majority race—
this does not, by itself, shape the
psyche of an oppressed folk. And
books or films which attempt to make
of segregation and white intolerance
the central pivot of Negro life often
end by manufacturing puppets in-
stead of breathing human beings.
Does “The Quiet One” offer any so-
lution to this basic problem of pov-
erty and degradation? Although the
film succeeds in moving us by the
primitive emotional appeal of an in-
dividual emerging from total dark-
ness into partial sunlight, the mind
is troubled by afterthoughts. To what
“normal” world is he being restored?
And how can this problem beé even
partially solved in the mass? The re-
habilitation camp is not introduced
into the film as any sort of adequate

solution to the mass problem of

broken slum children. Rather the
camp serves merely as the simple
narrational means of presenting one
particular case history.

The film was produced by a new
group known as Film Documents,
headed by Janice Loeb. Directed by
Sidney Meyers and photographed by
Helen Levitt and Miss Loeb, the
working script was prepared by .all
three, James Agee wrote the spoken
commentary.
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Sclence and Wur
SCIENTISTS WONDER IF MODERN

KNOWLEDGE IS BOON OR CURSE

By JUSTIN GRAHAM 3

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology,s mid-century convoeation °

on scientific progress, now being held in Boston, is attracting world-wide
interest. Not only is it one of the largest bodies of renowned scientific
minds ever assembled in this country, but the purpose of the conference is
more than a mere review of the scientific advances made in the 20th century.

1t is evident.from the addressés given there that the scientists are no
longer content with painting an academic plcture of their accomplishments.
They are attemptmg' a soctal appraisal of sclence

That science will continue fo progress, that new inventions and basic
principles will be discovered and ‘that these will come in ever qreuhr numbers
is taken for granted. What cannot be assumed, at least not any more, is that
scientific progress is synonymous with human progress.

: L

There has been a split in the development of science. On the one ‘hand
it'has produced things of enormous benefit to mankind. Medicine has gone
far in the conquest of infectious diseases, agriculturalists have developed
new plants, chemists have discovered new fibers, drugs and flavors, engineers
have given us electric lights, motors, automobiles and airplanes. )

These are the instruments of life. But modern science has also given us
instruments of death.

Two world wars, thé most destructive in history, were fought with the
aid of science and technology. Weighed against the blessings of science, the
submarine, the high-explosive rocket and the atom bomb make questionable
indeed the role of science in today's world. The development and production
of ever more horrible instruments of destruction has become the specialty
of 20th century technology.

It is not so much a question of the outcome of 20th century science as
it is one of the misuse of science. Capitalism makes use of the good only
incidentally; its use of the evil is overwhelming.

Science has-made possible man’s complete domination over nature. It has
given us the machines and techniques to produce. in abundance all the things
needed for a full life. New houses can be built and automobiles for every-
one, plenty of clothing, modern transportation developed (vacatwns in
stratoliners). So great are the accomplishments of 20th centuly science
that the working day can substantially be shortened! All that is required
is the sane use of what science has given us: the production of the essen-
tials of peace in the same planned way that capitalism produces the essen-
tials of war.

In a word—the scienfific use of science. In another word—socialism,

These are the possibilities. But capitalism cannot realize them.

The rise in productive capacity has resulted in an increase of monopolies
rather than living standards, New machines bring layoffs instead of shorter
hours. Man has split the atom and threatens to conquer space; but capitalism
shows no signs that it can save from starvation an already impoverished
world population that is growmg at the rate of 200,000,000 every decade.

The development of science during the eaﬂy years of the century in-
spired an attitude of naive faith. The idea arose that, given time, science,
simply by a continuous succession of inventions and discmrerles, would build
a better world. The scientists themselves were catight up in this dream.

But, as often happens when dréams weigh too heavﬂy upon us, they
overslept The mobilization of science for World War II, which culminated
in the dropping of the atom bomb on leoshlma, brought about a rude
awakening.

Practically everyone who had -participated 'in the production of the
bomb became horrified at their handiwork. A huge outery rose from scien-
tific quarters warning the world-of the implications of the split atom. Many
of the scientists swore to abstain from such work in the future. A feeling
of responsibility weighed ‘heavily upon them.

From what has been said at the M.LT. convocation so far, this feeling
remains, But apparently the effects of political pressure are greater than
those of the A-bomb. The assembled scientists, who have discussed the prob-
lem from many angles (including the need for a spiritual development in
man), realize that essentially it is a political problem.

CHURCHILL GIVES AN ANSWER -

Since a political problem requires a po}it:cal answer, Winston Churchill
(the political man) was trotted out to give it.

Said Churchill: "It is certain that Europe would have been communized
and London under bombardment seme time ago but for the deterrent of the
atom bomb in the hands of the United States.” This is an answer which refuses
to believe that there ever was a preblem. What Churchill says in effect is:
do not worry about the dangers of atomic destruction since the atom bomb
is the greatest force for peace’in the world.

Those who remember the permds preceding World Wars I and II will
recognize an old friend here, It is the argument that preparation can avert
war, Churchill himself unwittingly ridiculed this argument in an earlier
part of his speech when he referred in pas%mg to World War 1. “But in the
first decade of the 20th  century with hew patferns of ‘warships, naval
rivalries became acute and fierce. Civilized governments began to think in
dreadnaughts. It was in such a settmg very difficult to prevent the First
World War.”

Churechill’s answer appears to have been satlsfaetory Two days later it
was echoed by Dr. James R. Killian. Upon his inauguration as the tenth
president of M.LT., he declared, *“. . . we must be prepared with the men
who can outwit any enemy in the design of weapons and eountermeasures,
and be able again to beat an enemy to the draw as we did in developing
the atom bomb.”

Dr. Killian will waste little time, no doubt, in joining Dr. Karl T.
Compton, hi8 predecessor, on the Research and Development Board of the
National Militdry Establishient.

We do not know whether those assembled at M.L'T. understand the.
implications of Churchill’s answer, but it is imperative that the masses of
people do. Scientific developments progress geometrically. The more there
are, the faster they come. The consequences of future discoveries, wrongly
used, will be even more forbidding than the consequences of the atom bomb.

Reports to the M.LT. convocation indicated that the early conquest of
space is probable, that large-scale biological controls are possible. It was
even said that ability to eontrol -man’s t.houghts with prec}smn is by no
means out of the question. Any of these is more awful m ‘its implications
than was the mushroom cloud of 1945, ;

It was the development of modern science, under enpuia!ism. which evoked
the idea of socialism and which makes it possible. ™t is the development of
modern science, under cupliulum. which also makes it necessary.
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v (Continued from page 1)

“Clay Tells Our Troops They’d
Fight Attack,” and “Clay Terms
Pact a Pledge to Fight.”

“vGeneral Clay stressed the fact
that six ‘monfhs age American arms
“in ‘Eurepe were light. Today, he said,

“the eonstabulary was ‘heavily armed
itl still highly mobite.’ ” (N.- \'. Tlmes.
Aﬁrll 7.)

"The real story from Europe in
“this .connection, however, was: not
“what Clay said; lt was'what he was
109k1ng at. :

- ~“Hyundreds of guns, tanks and ar-
mored velicles ‘passed before :Clay,
who stood on a reviewing stand

" from which the flags of Britain,
France and the United States waved.
The ;Russian -flag was conspicuous
by.its absence . . .

"The diiplays were in sharp com-

. trast 'te the 1948 observance [of
‘Army Dayl when there was no ai-
tempt to.meke a show of U. S. military
strengih,” (AP, N. Y. Post, April 7.)
4 At more than twenty other cities
in: France, - Belgium, Luxemburg,
Germany. Austria and the Free Ter-
_ritory of Trieste, American arms
. and eqaipment also were displayed
.in: ceremonies, marking Army Day.
The. biggest parade was here [Graf-

&ﬁWOehr'] Some 8,600 men partici-
pal.ed in form?twns e (N Y.
“Times; April 7
~|r ADpS up

. Writing in ‘advance, the Times dis-

patch o April 4 stressed the political
_agpects more heavily:.

L“Most: of the estimated 93,000

“[U: 8.} troops in Europe will take
part in displays of military equip-
nient, ineluding new guns and tanks,
that Have been brought over here
recent}g fqr the reorganized constab-

ulary. This forece is now a crack
combat outfit with its strength rein-
foreed by a tank division.

“The pohtlcal overtones w1]1 “be
more marked in Trieste. Against a
background of decorated U. S. navy

‘ships anchored in the bay, the U. S.

naval and marine cnntmgents will
join the infantry and fanks in full
field equipment ..

“The chief d:ﬁ'erence between this-
year’s Army Day celebration in Eu-
rope and that of last year is the de-
cision to hold major formations. Last
year while all the. troop centers par-
ticipated, the parades were ohly a

" token display of military strength.”

Last year the Atlantie Pact, which
“ensures peace,” had not yet been
signed.

These speeches, these American
troops marching over the face of
Europe—what does it add up to?
For fear that the reader will ascribe
a summary in our own words to
“propaganda,” we quote the editorial
of the N. Y. Times again, keeping in
mind its inspired character:

"The fundamental strategic concept
underlying all these pronouncements
« « '« is clear and unanimously agreed
upon. It is that we must at all cost
prevent Western Europe from being
overrun by a new conqueror, and that
in consequence our military frontiers

are net, as some Europeans have

feared, on the Atlantic, or in Britain,
or at the Pyrenees, or even at the
"Rhine, but at the Iron Curtain itself,
which means Berlin, the Elbe, the
Danube, and Trieste.

"They are there, for one reason, be-
cause that is where our occupation
troops stand today."

The hardheadedness of this im-
perialist strategy cannot be denied.
Rather one should wonder at the

N Y Cabbies Lose;
~ Lewis Men Did Bad Job

NEW YORK-—The Taxi Workers Or-
ganizing. .Committee of . the United
Mine, Workeys. District 50 called off
the New York City cabmen's strike
last Satuyday. This was a mere rec-
Ognitlon .0f the outcome, as most of
ihe- strikers had -already gone back
to.work,” .-

“This dgfeat was from all indications
not a\,resnlb of the lack of militancy
of ‘the taxi drivers. They were
thwarted by a combination of the
tacties of the cab owners and the co-
Operatmg .eity -administration, the
opposition of many of the independ-
ent drivereowners, and the extremely
poor orgaplzatwn of the much-vaunt-
ed’ _Un_lled Mine Workers' representa-
twe's : :

“The' pien * were oyt solid the first

few days; then while the strike was .

stdl ‘officially ‘on, more and more
shpped bac to work until midtown
Manhaltan rafﬂc again resembled the
usizal snarl ‘Scabs were given police
esc& ".'Ef:reats of loss of licenses and
delqys in rehmng were spread. The

lakgest organization of driver-owners
opénly opposéd - the strike.

n;lt wqrqt nl all was the poor prepa-

ny AL l-‘iNDLEY

M ar,tpishce between Israel and
Trmsjordan was ‘signed .on Monday,
‘Aptil 4, after only a month of nego-
tiations.. The actual :signing of this,
the mgst important single agreement
inithe . series of “armistices between
Israel and'its neighbors, came almost
as "an~anficlimax and did not make
big: headlines. -

The armistice between Israel and
Trmjordpn leayes. only an agreement
wil!l Syris fo be concluded. Concur-
re,nﬂy ‘with the signing of this ar-
mistice, Dr.:Ralph Bunche announced
ﬂut formal negotiations with Syria,
wl!icll had “been delayed as a result
of .the coup in that country, Woll]d
be in soon, .

€ anmstice with Transjordan
Iullh\ys the Same pattern as the pre-
vious-: agzeements In essence, all that
itidees ista-cpdify the existing mili-
tary’ Iine& 1t is declared to have been
worked: qut in accordance with UN
resolutions and “to facilitate transi-
tion from. the present truce to a per-
manentpeaée.”-

Each party agrees ‘that no aggres-
 sive~ actwn will be taken, and that
neither js i td gam military or' politi-
cal advantage from the truce. Jeru-
salend 'is in faet partitioned, with the
old ity 'going to Abdullah and-the
néw city to Israel. In addition; Ab-
dullab is pérmltted formally to take
ovar, it _sﬂcmr of the front held by
tﬂé‘i Iq[n army. Many details. of the

wolking:pij of the armistice have
béén 1616104 mhixed comrmission.

While it is specifically stated that
nong ot ‘the /arrhistice demarcation
lings' s}iou‘ld be allowed to prejudice
“fufyre terrijtorial settlement,” there
are” few SO naive as to believe that
they will vary: much from the present
lines. Thus this-agreement covers the
bouﬂdqﬁhes aver the “greater part of

R __sma POINTS
éneral, it can be said that both

ration of the men who had established
such a great reputation as organizers
in the coal fields and in the early
drives of the CIO. Not a single mass
meeting was reported held. Strike
bulletins were few. Strike relief was
not forthcoming. The lack of enthu-
siasm of the striking drivers was a
result.

The basic point at issue was. the
union’s demand for recognition, and
the owners’ insistence that a State
Labor Relations Board election come
first. On the heels of its defeat, the
union is now petitioning for such an
election.

Repercussions of the strike are still
being felt. The union has filed fifty
charges of unfair labor practices with
the SLRB, most of them accusations
of firings and blacklisting of strikers.
On the other hand, the League of Mu-
tual Taxi-Owners, an organization of
driver-owners, has filed a $3,000,000
damage suit against John L. Lewis
and the Mine Workers Union for at-
tempting to set up a “monopoly ‘in
restraint of trade” in the New York
taxi industry.

‘Palg',stme Armistice Slgnetl
By Israel and Transjordan

Israel and Transjordan have gained
what ‘they consider to be the mini-
mum necessary military and political
guarantees -for peace. Israel’s mili-
tary leaders are especially satisfied
with the blunting of the so-calléd
Arab triangle juiting to the sea and
many othér concessions greatly ine
creasing their control over highways
and railroads. In return, Israel gives-
up some territory assigned to it by
the UN on ‘the Dead Sea and near
Hebron in the South. Abdullah gains
old Jerusalem and, it seems, a prom-
ise of no interference in his ambition
to annex Arab Palestine.

From a political view the presqn't.

armistice includes a few interesting
points:

(1) Like previous agreements, there
is no mention of the State of Israel,
except in the signature. While the
Arab leaders are willing to deal de
facto with Israel, no one wants to be

the first to deal de jure with the new,

state.

There is no mention of Transjordan
as such, but for the first time in his-
tory there is mention of the “Hashem-
ite Jordan Kingdom,” a "reference
to Abdullah’s hoped - for combined
kingdom of Transjordan and Arab
Palestine.

(3) An agreement was reached al-
lowing Israeli troops into the Agaba
sector. In addition, Israeli troops will
be permitted there in larger numbets
than Transjordanian troops. While no
references are made to the. presence
of British troops in this area, it is
obvious that this is to compensate
for the presence of the British troops.

The agreement on Agaba bears out
LABOR ACTION's repeated reports
that, unlike his British masters, Ab-
dullah was not vitally concerned with
the Negev. It is now reported that
in unofficial talks on a permanent
peace, Abdullah is trying to trade
access to the Red Sea via Agaba in
return for access to a Medlterranean
port.

softpates who think that Germany is
under occupation in order to “teach
the Germans self-government,” or
something of that sort. For one thing,

_it is clear, from the viewpoint of the

“strategic concept” outlined, that the
occupation of Germany is today only
a part of the whole. It is Western

. Europe which is under Amemcan
. oceupation.

THE "STRATEGIC CONCEPT"

.But the hardheadedness of this
strategy does not lie in purely mili-
tary congiderations. A case for this
could be made out only if the Times
demand for an occupation army
“strong enough to keep any agressor
in check” at the moment of the ag-
gression, could really be realized. But
it would take the major part of the
whole U. S. armed establishment
even to make a show of such a prom-

ise, considering the size of the Rus-.
sian land forces!

We venture a different. answer.
Frankly it is not much of a venture
since its role in Washingten policy
has already been documented to the
hilt with regard to Roosevelt's strat-
egy for getting the country into the
Second World War (in the devastat-
ing exposé by Professor Charles Beard,
President Roosevelt and the Coming
of the War.

The problem before the Washing-
ton war planners is-in the first in-
stance political and not military:
how to make sure that the U. S.
jumps into the war on the first day.
Atlantic Pact or no, the start of hos-
tilities between Russia and Norway
is not geoing to stampede Congress
into declaring war, at least not eas-
ily. As Professor Beard proved,
Roosevelt deliberately set about
drawing blood. The “sneak attack”
at Pearl Harbor (that is, some at-
tack on U. S. forces) was a political
necessity for him in order to accom-
plish what he had already decided:

Ian Permanent Garrison in Europe —

thrnwmg’ the country into the war.
There were n.0 U. S. troops in Europe
then to be attracked.

The U. S. ircjops peppered along the
borders of the Iron Curtain will not be
there to "kddep any aggresser in
check." They :te‘ a-stake-out—the fat
calf tied to thje tree to draw out the
bear!

Such-is the “fundamental strate-
gic concept” of the occupation of
Western Europe. This is how the
Third World W ar is planned to start.

VICIOUS CIRCLE
The United Ei'tates frontier is at

the Iron Curtain, says the Times,.

“because that ist where our occupa-
tion' troops stand today.” And why,
in turn, do thej occupation troops
stand there today?? Because, forsooth,
our frontier is ag 'the Iron Curtain.
And so on, round) the circle.

The vicious ciycle has got to be
broken. The “strategic concept”
makes sure that any and every “in-
cident” on the Iron Curtain frontier
automatically becomes the war be-
tween the U. S. atnd Russia—if in-

. deed it does not sooner ensure the

possibility of the provocation of such
an incident! The occupation of
Western Europe by American troops
ensures that’ Justmed hatred of the
Stalinist tyranny by the occupied
peoples will tend to be shadowed by
equally justified hatred of the for-
eign “cold invader” whose “crack
divisions” and tanks march and
countermarch over ; their lands.

The "strategic cwoncept" of Wash-
ington is no longer built on the now-
familiar "cold war."” It is for a "cold
invasion” of Westein Europe.

As General Clay boasted, this cold
invasion has already gotten under
way. Opposition to the Third World
War now means: IRemand the with-
drawal of the armsed forces of the
United States from Europe!

Reports Refu

(Continued from page 1)

The last year of the war, in Japa-
nese politics, is a story of ‘secret in-
trigue as different. factions sought
formulas to end the war on terms
most advantageous to themselves.

The story that military sirategy
presented the U. S. with the alterna-
tives of invasion or atom-bombing
does not hold up under examination.
By the time invasion had become a

practical possibility, important sec-
tions of the ruling group in Japan had’

already decided on a peace policy.

“Testimony before the survey
shows that the expected ‘violation of
the sacred homeland’ raised new
fears which expedited the decision to
surrender beforehand. The respon-
sible leaders in power read correctly
the true situation and embraced sur-
render well before invasion was ex-
pected.” (Page 12, ibid.)

The fall of Tojo in November 1944
actually signified the fall of the war-
to-the-bitter-end party and the be-
ginning of a policy of adjustment to
the prospects of defeat. By ‘“early
1945 . . . the enemy’s principal prob-
lem was to give expression to its po-
litical decision to end the war.” A
clear decision for surrender had been
taken with the emperor’s consent.
Admiral Suvzuki, who became pre-
mier on April 8, 1945, stated that
“it was the emperor’s desire to make
every effort to bring the war to a
conclusion as quickly as possible, and
that was my purpose.” A sort of
palace coup had been engineered at
.the emperor’s behest and the party
of surrender had taken political con-
trol.

ALLIES REFUSED PEACE

By the middle of May this policy
had proceeded so far that indirect
overtures for peace were made. Su-
zuki sent a representative to the Rus-
sian ambassador in Tokyo to sound
out “the Russian atttiude toward in-
terceding with America.” Simultane-
ously the Japanese ambassador in
Moscow was instructed to prepare
the way for discussions for “Russian
intercession to end the war.” Wheth-
er or not Russia communicated these
advances to Washington is not
known. We must presume they did.

The Russians refused in both instan-
ces fo_accept the Japanese proposal.
It is’ of crucial importance to under-
stand the reason for this rejection.
For here was an opportunity to end
the war four months before the atomic
bombs killed one hundred and twenty
thousand people.

The Russians were not yet in the
war. Even though at Yalta the se-
cret agreement with Roosevelt and
Churchill had already made her the
heir to the Japanese empire on the
Asiatic continent, Russia could never
be sure of these vast territories un-
less she actually entered the war and
oceupied them with their -armies. In
protracted peace negotiations, before
such a Russian entry, a new balance
of forces might emerge. Suc_h nego-
tjations could only take place, of
course, between the warring powers
—of which Russia was then not one.
Peace presented the danger that the

Russians would bel unable to take
the conquests they Jaad been granted.
For the Americann government to
carry out its part of the Yalta bar-
gain it was also necessary that Rus-
sia fulfill her secret pledge to go to
war against Japan.

The Japanese peace overtures of
May 1945 were rejected because con-
tinued war was essential to Russia
and ' America’ in order to carry out
their planned division of Asia. This
is the sordid inner history which is
the backgrmlnd forjmthe Bomb.

CATEGORIC ANSWER

Was use of the Bomb “justifiable”
under these circumstances? Did the
Bomb prevent an invasion and there-
by shorten the war? The survey is
categorm.

“The' Hiroshime. and Nagasaki
atomic bombs did not defeat Japan,
nor by the fesflmony of the enemy
leaders who onded the war did they
persuade Japan to accept uncondi-
tional surrender. The emperor, the
lord privy :seal, the prime minister,
the foreign minister and the navy
minister had dc:!ded as early as May
of 1945 that the war should bé ended
even if it meant acceptance of defeat
on Allied terms."” (Page 12, ibid.)

“It seems clear, however, that in
extremis the peacemakers would
have peace, and peace on any terms.”
(Page 13, ibid.) The most the survey
grants is that the Bomb *did fore-
shorten the war and expedite the
peace.” However, no evidence what-

s : N

Gobbledygook

“If a period of lower productivity
is ahead for some lines as the result
of working off of backlogs built up
during the war, the tendency may be
to give employment priority, where
possible, to the most efficient work-
ers, with a new resultant lowering
of unit production costs.”—The Bid-
dle Survey, April 1949. b

Now, if they'd merely said: “Un-
employment and ‘speedup ahead,”
somebody might get the idea.

- s

-

IN THE MARCH
NEW INTERNATIONAL

Profile of Eisenhower
by J. M. Fenwick

DON'T MISS IT!

ORDER YOUR BOOKS
THROUGH LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE
4 Cili.u"r! Squuro
Long Island City 1, N. Y,

¥ 4

April 24—ISAAC ROSENFELD

SUNDAY, 8 p.m., at 114 West 14th St., N. Y. C.
\ .

NEW YORK LABOR ACTION FORUM

‘War ﬂ.'l"l_'d the Novelist
50 Cents (SYL: 25 Cents)
7

éhicken Fe'ed

- In the recently published biography
of J. P. Morgan by Frederick Lewis
Allen, dccording to Newsweek, the
author tells about *“Morgan's inter-
vention in the second Cleveland ad-
ministration when the United States
was drained of its gold specie and
faced financial disaster. Morgan
formed . a syndicate to obtain gold
from abroad. Like two ‘plenipaten-
tiaries of an independent state of
more ample resources’ than the gov-
ernment, Morgan and August Bel-
mont privately stemmed the tide of
escaping gold. .

“There were screams. MOI gan was
accused of making a huge profit by
his actions. . . . -

“The truth is, says Allen, ‘thé total
profit was $1,534,516.72, and he thirks
that a small fee for the long and com-
plex and risky operations involved in
the unprecedented undertaking.”

It's strange how people WILL imake
a fuss about trifles. They just dom’t
understand patriotism when they see
it. )

: . .
Maverick Capitalist
Multi-millionaire Joseph E. Uih-
lein, 73, who made his millions from
Schlitz beer, has decided to devote
the rest of his life to helping white-

collar workers organize into unions..

His popularity among friends in Mil-
waukee has waned since he came out
with the statement:

“I've been thinking about this for
years, I began to discover that a lot
of these people of wealth are not
deserving of what they possess. I
found something was wrong with the
wealthy class. I think a whole lot
of them would be beiter off if they
had to work.”

As a capitalist, Uihlein is something
of a freak, but he’s- latched onto
something there. It also makes us
feel better about abolishing capital-
ism when we know that the Sixty
Families and their scions will be a
lot better off working for a living,
for a change.

- s

Congress Bloc Tame —

(Continued from page 1)
the Senate: “We- are delighted with
the result, particularly that the vote
was 70 to 7. We think when the news
strikes Europe it will mean a great
deal to the morale of the people of

; those countries.”

“What “people” do men like Hoﬁman

'hnve in mind? Whose moralé is being

fortified? Governments as govern-
ments and as owners .of industry, are
strengthened by ERP, as are private

_capitalists, both willingly tying their

interests to the war p_lap; of ,the co-

“lossus of the West. But there is proof

that the workers and peasanis of the
ERP countries are not the direct ben-
eficiaries of ERP aid.

Many people think of the Marshall

.Plan as a great charity to alleviate

the sufferings of the gaunt, starved,
sick, unclothed and unhoused millions
almost buried in post-war ruins. It
is frue that the edge has been taken
off this extreme suffering. But the
misery of the masses is still over-
whelming. Low wages, high prices,
black markets, lack of consumer
goods and housing combine to make
a miserable standard of living. To-
day the Marshall Plan is not directed
toward raising that standard of liv-
ing, but toward strengthening heavy
industry of Western Europe for war
production-and toward increasing pro-
duction for an export market.

CONSUMPTION LOW

In line with this ob]ective. whﬂe
for most Western European countries
the end of 1947 saw industrial out-
put exceeding that of pre-war levels,
agriculture was still 11 per cent be-
low pre-war levels. Production of
food in general lags behind in ERP
countries.

Sharply contrasted with the rise in
industrial production to well above
pre-war levels is the status of per-
capita consumption. To illustrate, con-
sumption of bread grains was 159

e Truman —

soever is presented to prove even
this secondary claim, by contrast
with the volumes of evidence to the
contrary.

Indeed, the final verdict of the sur-
vey takes up precisely this question.
How long could Japan have held out
without the Bomb and without inva-
sion, that is, by how much did the
Bomb “foreshorten” the war?

“Based on a detailed investigation
of all the facts and supported by the
testimony of the surviving Japanese
leaders involved, it is the survey's
opinion that certainly prior to 31
December 1945, and in all proba-
bility prior to November 1, 1945, Ja-
pan would have surrendered even if
the atomic bombs had not- been
dropped, even if Russia had not en-
tered the war, and even if no inva-
sion had been planned or contem-
plated.” (Page 13, ibid.) -

IGNORANT?

Therefore, when Truman postures
as the savior of half a million people
through the use of the Bomb one can
only wonder whether he speaks .out
of hypocrisy or ignorance. He takes
full responsibility for unleashing
this ‘weapon. Whatever ‘the original

motive was, according to the evidence
of the USSBS, it was not a “neces-
sary” blow in a military sense. It did
not play the overwhelmingly decisive
role Truman now assigns to it in
order- to justify it.

It may be argued—and to certain
extent justifiably—that the survey
reports were made after the war and
are based on hindsight. But that
does not set aside the Japanese pleas
to Russia in early 1945, the rejection
of which has never been explained.
Also, the army recently made public
a report on the Sorge spy ring, de-
seribing the ring as the most success-
ful in all history with approaches
to the innermost circles. in Tokyo.
Surely some intelligence must have
been received from that quarter! It
is difficult to believe that the U. 8.
had ‘such poor sources of informa-
tion as not to know approximately
the state of affairs.

Whatever the real reasons for using
the Bomb, the verdict of history Is
that they were released after the real
military decision was already in.

It is time to make these facts pub-
lic. It is time to destroy the myth
which attempts to justify one of
the greatest horrors of all time.

CCNY Students Strike —

(Continued from page 1)

solidarity and courage of the student
body carried.

PICKET LINES GOING

After that large and well-managed
picket lines were formed. The Stu-
dent Council Strike Committee kept
things well in hand. Students were
relieved at regular intervals for
lunch. A large number of students
volunteered to give their blood for
sale to raise strike funds. At four
o'clock the picket lines were re-
duced to token forces in_order to
give the students plenty of rest for
an early start the next day.

The evening session students will
vote Monday night for a strike start-
ing Tuesday.

Four years ago Knickerbocker,
chairman of the Romance Language
Department, was charged with overt
anti-Semitism. The New York City
Council and the Hart Committee in-
vestigating racial discrimination at
colleges - found Knickerbocker quilty
and recommended that he be removed
as chairman of the department. The
Board of Higher Education white-
washed him twice,

Davis was found gullty of segre-
gation while serving as administra--
tor of Army Hall, a housing facility
for CCNY students. He was found
guilty by President Wright’'s own

committee. He was_removed and giv-

en a job as instructor in the eco-

nomics department.

A few weeks ago Wright gave

Davis a raise in pay and assigned
tenure to him. Judge Delaney and a
student committee found that Davis
did not have tenure. It was obvious
that the administration was on the
side of bigots. The students in pro-
test turned to their most potent wea-

The demand of the strikers, as voted
in the referendum, is that the strike Is
to continue until actien on the Knick-
erbocker and Davis cases is taken by
the administration. "Action" was de-
fined as suspension of both men pend-
ing open trials by the Board of Higher pon, the mass strike.

Education. The enthusiasm of the stu- , The strike has taught the students
dents seems strong emough fo keep many things, In the first place, that
the strike going for ‘another two days the gollce are not on the side of law
until Thursday when the Easter vaca- and order but are strikebreakets, and "
tion begins, that ‘they can be deterred mnot by

The administration does not wish yielding, but by solidarity and mili-
‘to have its vested authority impaired Eancy In the second place, that the
by yielding to the democratic voice free” press is not 1mparhal that it
of the student body. It has ordered lied Tike all heck. The presshed ‘when”
all tests to continue and all absences 1t reﬁbrteal a riot, that the students
recorded. The outcome will depend ii:gptlless red a::tléen:; {\Ilrzlo_stkgH
u reporte a nicker-

pon the solidarity of the students. bocker was cleared by the Board of
Higher Education and failed to re-.
port that he was found gu:lty by the
Hart committee.

Above all, the students have learned
to believe in themselves, their own
strength and organization. The feeling
of helplessness that pervaded sections
of the school (which offten took the
all-teo-familiar form of "What good
will it do?") is gone. A new sense of
power has entered the consciousness
8 of the student body.

BACKGROUND OF STRIKE

A detailed report on the chker‘
bocker-Davis case has already ap- |
peared in LABOR ACTION. (Youth
and Student Corner). The affair was
opened up again by the resignation
of Judge Hubert T. Delaney from
the alumni investigating committee
on the ground that President erg'ht
of CCNY was not assisting the in-
quiry.

kilograms per capita in 1947 - 48,
against a pre-war average of 192;

consumption of fats and oils was 17,

against a pre-war level of 24. These
figures apply to ERP countries as a
whole.

In Great Britain, we find, the per-
centage of national income spent on
personal consumption was 78 in 1938,
in 1947 it. was 70, and under ERP
planning for 1948 it was reduced to
69. The latest “austerity budget” for
Great ‘Britain takes away 45 per cent
of a worker’s pay in income tax, im-

poses sales.taxes amounting to 33-1/3 -

per cent on clothing and 100 per cent
on what are designated as luxuries.
At the same time this austerity budget
increases military expenditures 10
per cent over the preceding year.

Not one of the senators of the great
American democracy.rose to offer an
amendment to the ERP renewal bill
requiring a reallocation of funds to
increase personal consumption and
raise the standard of living of the
European people. Less personal con-
sumption and more military expendi-
tures is okay with Congress.

HOW ERP WORKS

Let us develop further the picture
of how ERP ‘works. A New York
Times report from Norway, an ERP
country, reads: [Norway] has reduced
her living standards to the poeint of
‘diminishing returns. . . . The actual-
ity is that the combmation of high
taxes and low consumption ‘is de-
priving workers of the incentive to
produce. The workers are losing in-
terest in overtime pay since there ‘is
very little on which to spend extra
money."

Further, we read in the Winter is-

sue of the magazine Politics that for *

the first six months of 1948 the net
increase in productive plant in France

‘was four times greater than it was -

during the whole of 1938. In contrast,
here’s an example of workers’ wages:
Paris street railway workers earn 20
to 28 cents an hour; in ‘other cities
the rate is 5 to 25 per cent less.

Martin French relates in Politics
the visit of American and French
journalists to a factory at Epinal,
France, where ERP-aid cotton was
going into production. The owners
served champagne for the occasion.
But working at the machines were
young girls—minimum legal age: is
fourteen—who slave 48 hours a week
for not quite $4.00 pay. Mr. French
points out that in this ERP transac-
tion, the American cotfton grower
gains, the French government gains
and the French capitalist gains
through having a sure supply of raw
material of better quality at reason-
able- (not black market). prices. Bt
certainly thé young girls earning not
quite $4.00 a week can't buy the prod-
ucts they help produce.

RECOVERY FOR WAR

No American senator rose {o amené
the ERP renewal bill to require a
decent minimum wage for the work-

ers of Western Europe, and perhaps °

a better child-labor law. Of course,
one does not expect capitalist poli-
ticians to .make such amendments.
This is just a way of pointing up the
fact that the Marshall Plan is not
operating as a people’s recovery pro-
gram but primarily as a war prepa-
rations plan.

If one expects the Gongress of the
capitalist government to accept this
plan of American jmperialism with-
out criticism, one has a right to look
for something else from organized
labor. However, neither the CIO nor
the AFL has a word to say against
the war-production orientation of the

Marshall Plan. The Economic Out- .

look, CIO’s monthly, excuses the low
personal consumption in the ERP
countries as, follows:

“Européean ‘consumption is still be-
low the pre-war level, because the
European economy suffers from the
loss of its foréign investments during
the war, from the stoppage of raw
materials from east of the Iron Cur-
tain, from' the loss of raw matenals
from the Far East.”

Undoubtedlyall these factors have
their influence. But does it serve any
purpose, except that of = American
imperialism, to omit that ERP is not
operating as a people’s recavery pro-

.gram but as a war-propduction recov-

ery program? Perhaps the. leaders of
organized labor assuage their con-
science for their silence on this angle
of ERP, by telling themselves that
the workers are worse off behind the
Iron Curtain. But since when is this
the standard of meagurement?
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