" INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
$14,000 FUND DRIVE-GIVE NOW!

~ond

ACTION

MAY 30, 1949

A PAPER IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIALISM

i

the UAW.

modicum of protection.

necessary protection.

Union Busting by Assassination?

As we go to press, word has been received of the vicious attempt
on the life of Victor Reuther, national education director of the UAW.
This is the second attempt in a year to assassinate a leading figure in

The few details available indicate a deadly parallel to the earlier
try at Walter Reuther—the same use of a shotgun in the evening hours
at the home of the victim. Walter Reuther was severely wounded in his
arm. It is feared Victor Reuther may lose use of his right eye.

In New York several weeks ago, another attempted' assassination
was successful. William Lurye, militant erganizer for the ILGWU, was
stabbed in cold blood in the New York garment district.

In not one of these three instances of gangster terror have the
police found the murderous assassins. In the case of Walter Reuther,
the union had warned that if the terrorists were not caught other
attempts would be made. The Detroit police failed to provide even a

After all, Yictor Reuther is not an obscure UAW ﬁdure!'The police
seem completely incapable of solving these crimes or of providing the

The only ones who have anything to gain by these murders are the
employers or fascist hoodlums, as both the UAW and the ILGWU have
warned. The police should know where to look!

Labor will not stand by while its leaders and militants are murdered
by hired thugs in the sérvice of labor-haters!. ’

New Strategy at Ford

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, May 22—"“They had Reu-
ther over a barrel, but now he's got
them over the barrel.”

This pithy comment of a Ford
worker, after hearing Walter Reu-
ther’s speech outlining the new pro-
gram and strategy of the UAW in
the Ford strike, summarizes accu-
rately the great change in the char-
acter of the strike now that the Reu-
ther leadership has made a drastic
turn in policy.

For what Reuther did was {o com-
bine the sirike against the speedup
with the struggle for the UAW 1949
economic objectives, including the
pension plan. He has “shot the works”
and the UAW is now engaged in the
first great strike struggle of the labor
movement in 1949.

How did the rank and file react to

" this militant program? In spite of a

heavy rain and: -windstorm, between’
15,000 to 20,000 Ford strikers tame to’
a mass meeting of Ford Locals 600
and 900 to hear the Reuther speech.
They came in a belligerent, bitter
mood. They left inspired and deter-
mined to win.

How did the Ford officials react?
John Bugas, ex-FBI agent and boss
of Ford negotiators, not only lost his
smooth and urbane manner in nego-
tiations, he also lost his temper,

For Bugar recognized that he. is no
longer up against reasonable “labor
statesmen,” controlling a subdued
rank and file. Ford is up against the
kind of UAW ranks and leadership

. regional

- Announced by Reuther

that built this union through great
strike struggles.

RECOVERING THEIR STRIDE

Credit for the turn in UAW policy
belongs primarily to Reuther, Emil
Mazey and Leonard Woodcock, the
director from Muskegon,
who is high in Reuther circles as one
of the few progressive leaders. The
rest of the Reuther leadership kept
floundering around until the new line.
was worked out and presented.

What was required was a cold-
blooded analysis of the trap into
which the Ford Motor Company had
led the UAW unless it transformed
the strike over the immediate issue
— speedup — into an all - out struggle
for everything, including a new con-
tract and the pensions. It required a
recognition of the futile character of
the previous strategy in the. Ford
strike. It regquired some_willingness

to take 'the ‘kind 'of chance:Reuther "

took in the 1945-46 General' Motors
strike.. Any rétreat would be disas-
trous, any status-guo :policy would be
fatal to future plans—so the cheice
was full speed ahead.

Besides most of the other Reuther
leaders, the anti-Reuther forces were
stumbling around in the narrow con-
servative approach, typically “trade
union,” which precluded them from
having any program capable of ‘meet-
ing the necessities of the situation.
Rather interesting that the “socialists”
and ex-socialists of the Reuther lead-

(Continued on page 2)

" An Interview in Paris With—

Richard Wright:

v k3

On U. S.

Richard Wright, author of Native
Son, Black Boy and many short sto-
ries, probably the best-known Negro
writer in the United States, attended
the “International Day. Against War
and Dictatorship?” of"April 30.in Pa-
ris, organized by the RDR (Rassem-
blement Démocratique Révolution-
naire—Revolutionary Democratic As-
sembly). As was reported in LABOR
ACTION last week, Wright took a
forthright stand at this conference
(together with Jean-Paul Sartre and
Merleau-Ponty) against both Amer-
ican imperialism«and. Ruggian impe-
rialism, distinguishing himself sharp-
1y from the pro-Washington flag-wav-
ing of Sidney Hook and James T. Far-
rell, the American delegates.

The following interview with

Wright was transmitied to LABOR .

ACTION from Paris by Michel Salo-
mon and we publish it for our read-
ers’ interest. It is translated from the
French.—Ed.

»
By MICHEL SALOMON

“I agreed to participate ‘personally
in the RDR meeting,” Wright told me,
“in order to make clear my disagree-
ment with the American left.”

He smiled at me and carefully
tapped the ash off his cigarette. Sit-
ting there sunk down in his armchair,
looking massive and slender at the
same time, the author of Native Son
is the prototype of those writers for
whom social problems are not merely
cold abstractions but questions of “hu-
man destiny.”

I asked him if there was any truth
to the rumors of a coming split in the
RDR between supporters and oppo-
nents of the Atlantic Pact. Wright
immediately reassured me,

P OlotiCS

There are no split - differences,
properly so called, in the French po-
litical movement known as the RDR
—at least not to my knowledge. One
likewise finds a rather substantial
unity of viewpoint everywhere in Eu-
rope among the parties and move-

ments which, like the RDR, are based
on revolutionary socialism. It is, ra-

ther, a question of a fundamental

difference between the European Left
and what may be called the American
Left.

(Continued on page 3) -

Berliners Back Strikers in Mass
Violence Against R

\

By EUGENE VAUGHN

Further evidence is accumulating
with regard to anti-Semitism and
anti-Jewish practices in Stalinland,
in addition to what was recently
presented in the April 11 issue:of
LABOR ACTION.

The latest boulder in a mountain
of evidence is to be found in a sur-
vey called “Jews Behind the Iron
Curtain” by Dr. Emanuel Patt, a Jew-
ish Bundist leader, issued by the Jew-
ish Labor Committee. This survey is
enlightening on the current attifude
of the Stalinist bureaucracy within
the Russian satellite countries toward
Jewish national and cultural life.

Dr., Patt reviews the facts that be-
fore World War II there were:five
million Jewg to be found within the
borders of Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Rumania and the Balkan
states. When the war was over, there
remained but one million in all these
lands. A considerable proportion of
the Jews decided to leave the coun-
tries where the very soil was soaked
through with their blood.

But another part of'the surviving
Jews could not or would not leave
their homes: They adopted the heroic

More Light on Anti-Semitism in Sfilinland-

How Rumania Cracks Down on Jews |

decision of reconstructing their lives
on the very ruins of their former
existence. And before long these Jews
came under the rule of precisely
those who had been responsible for
the destruction of the, once-flourish-
ing Jewish community life in Soviet
Russia, the Stalinist byreaucracy.

RUMANIA AN EXAMPLE

The Jews in all the satellite coun-
tries are being forcibly denational-
ized. Rumania is an excellent exam-
ple of what is happening to Jewish
life within the borders of the Russian
satellites. .

In Rumania, the Jewish community
as an organized culiural or national
entity is on the verge of extinction.
During 1948, Jewish organizations un-
derwent a systematic “purge.” Jew-
ish schools were forcibly liquidated.
Even in schools where Yiddish could
still be taught for a few hours (schools
where the Jewish children exceeded
20 per cent of the school population
were granted this.pﬂﬁilezc). Jewish
history as a special subject was NOT
admitted. : ! )

On November 5, 1948, a decree was
issued ordering the nationalization of

The Termlniello Case
and the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court decision on the Terminiello case has produced a
divided reaction in liberal ranks. And the problem it highlighted is indeed
calculated to.cause soul-searching among those who pass for liberals in the
United States today, for reasons it will be interesting to examine,

_ But for ourselves, we believe that the labor and socialist movements—as
well as real liberals—have reason to welcome this decision as a rare bright
spot in the civil-liberties field in recent times in this country.

As in so mahy other cases, the particular instance upon  which the
decisiofi was rendered is not the important aspect, but it is the erux of the
dilemma which is faced by those who view the court opinion with alarm.

Terminiello was arrested in Chicago in 1946 for making a violently
anti-Semitic speech from a platform with Gerald L. K.‘Smith, t]_'le self-
nominated aspirant for American Fuehrer. Like his political associgte, he

is of the very scum of the earth. But—

THE ISSUE

upon which the Supreme Court passed was not Terminigllo or anti-Semitism.
The heart of the majority opinion rendered by Justice Douglas was the

view that

"a function of free speech under our system of government is to invite dis-
pute. It may indeed best serve its high purpose when it Induces a condition of
unrest, creates dissatisfaction with conditions as they are, or even stirs peo-

ple to anger. . ..

“Freedom of speech, though not absolute, is nevertheless protected
against censorship or punishment, unless shown likely to produce. a clear
and present danger of a substantive evil that rises far above pu?:hc.mcon-
venience, annoyance or unrest. There is no room under our Constitution for

a more restrictive view.”

And we say that the reiteration of this view by the Supreme Court

especially at this time is far more important than the fact that a rat was-

let loose.

Especially at this time. . . . Those liberals who found - the decision

ungratifying have made—

AN ANALOGY

—with the court treatment of the Nazi movement 1n Germany before jt
came to power. They say in effect: “At the beginning’ of ‘the '30s Na‘ms
were let lopse by the Weimar Republic’s courts by the droves after being

arrested—and look what happened . . .

”

There are two things wrong with this analogy, and they're plenty.
(Continued in Editorial Column on page 3}

Truman Dumping T-H Repeal

Key Democruf on House Labor Comittee, Vote Crucial, Sent Abroad

By SUSAN GREEN

In public Président Truman beats
his chest and reaffirms his support of
Taft-Hartley repeal. In private he
acts in such a way as to make repeal
impossible or more difficult at this
session of Congress, even if the ad-
ministration Democrats could muster
enough votes.

Quite ‘a furor developed in Wash-
ington, among both Democrats and
Republicans, when it became known
this week that the president had qui-
etly appointed Representative Augus-
tine B. Kelley, Pennsylvania Demo-
crat, for a five-week foreign assign-
ment. Mr. Kelley is to go as United
States delegate to the International
Labor = Organization conference in
Geneva, to return in mid;July.

The point is that Kelley is the ad-

ministration’s “strong man” on the’

closely divided House Labor Com-
mittee, from which . further action
must come. So close is the division
in this committee that the Lesinski
bill was originally reported out by a
margin of one, 13-12. Plainly, Kelley’s
presence is crucial.for the adminis-
tration Democrats, —especially | since
there -is real danger of the obnoxious
Wood bill being voted out to the floor
of the House once more,

“RESPONSIBILITY IS FIXED”

When the news of Kelley’'s appoint-
ment leaked out, it is reported that
both Speaker Rayburn and House
.Democratic Leader McCormack were
both embarrassed and angry; they
had not been taken into Mr. Truman's
confidence.

House Republican Leader Martin
was smart enough to say, for publi-

cation, “If there is no labor legisla-
tion, the responsibility is definitely
fixed.” Other Republicans accused the
president of not-wanting labor legis-
lation in this session of Congress, and
of conniving to save the T-H issue
for the 1950 election.

Mr. Kelley tried to pour oil on
troubled waters by assuring fellow
Democrats that he would fly back
from Geneva on 24 hours' notice “if
my vote is needed either in commit-
teé or on the floor.” -This assurance,
however, didn’t go far with the editor
of the New York Times, who wanted
to know why someone- less crucially
placed could not have been sent to
Geneva, and who concluded that Tru-
man may be actively trying to pre-
vent labor legislation!

Quite a contrast between what the

(Continued on page 4)

19 Jewish hospitals belonging to the
Jewish community. Similarly, the
Jewish community was deprived of
its right to administer social-security
institutions; the Jewish sports clubs
such as the Maccabees and Hakoah
were dissolved; the Union of Ruma-
nian Jews was dissolved after forty
years of activity. On April 21, an-
other 247 Jewish welfare institutions
were nationalized, depriving even the
Stalinist Jéewish “democratic commit-
tee” of any real function.

For some time after the war the’

Rumanian government had made ges-
tures favoring Zionism, as had Sta-
linist Russia itself. It even authorized
the organization of mass emigration
to Palestine. However, after Ilya Eh-
renberg’s condemnation of Zionism
and the Literary Gazette's character-
ization of Zionism as a “bacterial
weapon in the West’s war against the
Soviet Union and ‘People’s Democra-
cies,” the Rumanian government im-
mediately changed its line and its
treatment of Zionism

From a major port of embarkation
to Palestine for Jews of East Europe,
Rumania became a jail for all those
Zionist Jews who wished to leave.
By the end of October, 1948, the po-
lice raided the offices,of the Jewish
Natiorlal Fund, Keren Hayesod and
Keten Kayemet, and the leading Zion-

__ists were arrested.

_CALL ZIONISM “FASCIST”

The Political Bureau of the Ruma-
nian Communist Party at that time
adopted a resolution on national prob-
lems which stated that “Zionism is a
politically nationalistic, reactionary
movement of the Jewish bourgeoisie
which aims to divert the Jews from
the common struggle, side by side
with its - progressive forces, against
capitalism and their own bourgeoi-

sie.” The Jewish Democratic Commit-

tee —the Communist agency of the
Jewish front organizations — organ-

. ized a mass meeting in which the

Zionists were compared with fascists.
Threats of personal retaliation
were directed against Jews who had

declared their intention of going to .
Palestine. (260,000 of 350,000 Jews had

registered for emigration.) On De-
(Continued on page 3)

ussian

By V. JENSEN

Police

Mass fighting against the Russian police,
open strikebreaking by the Stalinist "unions"
and organizations—these events in Berlin mean
that the power of Stalinism in the domain of the
Iron Heel has run up against its greatest up-
heaval-from-below since the end of the war.

UAW Drive on FE.

Flops; Relied on
Red-Baiting Line

By KEN HILLYER

CHICAGO, May 22—The drive of the
UAW-CIO to take over the CIO Farm
Equipment union (FE) came to an
end this week when the executive
board of the CIO voted to recom-
mend to the national CIO convention
the lifting of the FE’s charter.

The action of the executive board
at its Portland meeting ordering the
FE into the UAW was turned down
by the former. The setting up of a
special CIO committee of Rieve, Cur-
ran and Potofsky was boycotted by
Grant Oakes, president of FE. The
UAW'’s effort to take FE over by the
use of the NLRB elections has failed.

What happened? The election re-
sults are in. The UAW . won one plant
from FE, the big Allis-Chalmers plant
in Springfield, Ill. They lost the huge
McCormick Works election by 400
votes, but took the. tool room. They

~“1ost! Oliver PlowTimSouth *Bend by

80 votes out of 1650 -cast, but-were
swamped by FE at’ John. Deere, East
Moline, Ill, and Oliver-in Charles
City, Iowa, both in the plant and in
the office.

Yet to come up are the McCormick
office  workers. and ‘the Louisville
works of Harvester, both very tough
for UAW to take. At the Stockton,
Calif,, works of Harvester, the FE
raided the International Association
of Machinists but the UAW inter-
vened and won over both unions.
Why did UAW with its militant
record, its larger organization and
better facilities lose the elections?

RED-BAITING DOESN'T WORK

'One of the lessons learned is that
the UAW does not have the magic
name with workers that many think.

(Continued on page 4)

Iwo Gity Machines

By Voters: Hague,

By WYATT LEE

Two receént elections have pointed
up the fact that American voters, par-
ticularly those sections in or closely
aligned with the working class, are
far from quiescent or passive in their
approach to the ballot box. In both
cases, the municipal election in Jer-
sey City and a special congressional
election in Manhattan's 20th District,
machine politics sustained a crushing
blow.

In. Great Britain, by-elections are
watched closely as a clue to the cur-
rent political standing of the two na-
tional parties, Labor and Conserva-
tive. Local U. S. polls too can give
an inkling of the political temper of
the nation.

Within this frame, the Manhattan
and Jersey elections show the Amer-
ican mass in the same state of mind
that resulted in the election of Tru-
man: confused, lacking a clear-cut
idea of what it wants, but demanding
a change and belligerenily opposed
to a return to “normal” politics.

The situation fairly cries out for
leadership of a kind that can clarify
this confusion and offer a program
that goes beyond the narrow limita-
iions imposed on organizations that
presume to speak for both business
and labor. In short, the temper of the
voters is right for the launching of a
‘labor party.

JUNIOR DOES IT

. Doubters and scoffers should take a
close look at the campaign which re-
sulted in the election of Franklin D,

Roosevelt Jr. to fill the congressional
seat of the late Sol Bloom. With little
more than his name and his father's
flashing smile, young Roosevelt de-
fied Tammany Hall when he was de-
nied the regular Democratic Party
nomination and rolled up a vote that
left three othér candidates reeling in
the dust.

Roosevelt's own tool in the election
was the Four Freedoms Party, a
group of dissident Democrats at odds
with Tammany. The name of the
group sums up his program—quotes
from his father’s speeches. If the
novice politician had to depend on
the Four Freedoms alone, he would
have ended up with about 10,000
votes, just ahead of the trailing Amer-
ican Labor Party candidate.

He owes his victory to the Liberal
Party, which has the happy faculty
of seeing its own image in any can-
didate it chooses to support. The Lib-
eral Party, which taps the same strata
that would rally to the standard of a
genuine labor party, led the field by
far. Roosevelt would have been elect-
ed by its votes alone.

The mechanics of the Liberal vic-
tory followed much the same pattern
that a labor party would follow. The
leaders were comparative amateurs
but indefatigable; the block workers
were youthful but enthusiastic; the
poll-watchers numerous and vigilant.
Above all, the unions allied to the
Liberal Party were able to supply the
shock troops needed to inspire a turn-
out of voters that broke all New York
records for special elections.

Where the Tito split

a year ago cracked the
top hierarchies of the new Rus-

sian empire, the Berlin railway
workers' strike—coming on the
heels of the low pro-Stalinist
vote in the East German elec-
tion—shows the hatred and en-

mity of the people pouring into the
cracks in open struggle against the
Kremlin tyranny.

As we go to press, the Berlin rail-
way workers' strike against the Rus-
sian sector rallway administration is
entering into its fourth bloody day,
marked by an unprecedented out-
break of mass violence in the occu-
pied capital. It’s clear that this
struggle has far transcended a mere
wage struggle and has become a
massive  political  demonstration
against the occupation.

The strike began on Friday, May
20, as some 16,000 members of the
non-Stalinist Railway Workers Un-
ion, residents of the Western sectors

of Berlin,,left their jobs on the de- -

Tr.-and that they be paid their wages
in West marks. Berlin railways, in-
cludil}g‘ the inner city elevated sys-
tem, are controlled by the- Russian
zone authorities as part of the zone’s
railway network and workers have

* been paid. in..East  marks ‘whether

they lived in the Russian sectors of -
the city or in the Western sectors.

STARTED WITH WAGE FIGHT

The - hardship involved becomes
c}ear when it is remembered that
since March 20, the West mark has
been the only legal tender in the
Western zone; railway workers who
live in that zone have had to ex-

(Continued on page 3)

More
on Germany—

Turn o the World Politics
Column on page 3 for a
discussion on the unifica-
tion of Germany.

Cracked

Tammany

Against this tide of vigor and en-
thusiasm the ' wardheelers of Tam-
many were helpless: The pitiful;show-
ing of the party regulars may lead to
a complete reorganization of the New
York Democratic Party.,

DRIVE WEDGE INTO MACHINE
Across the river in Jersey City the
creaking machine of Frank Hague,
once the peer of political bosses, bldw
up with a loud,'res'ounding noise as
Hague’s nephew and heir failed to be
{‘e-elected mayor. This defeat admin-
istered to the boss who had ruled
Hudson County like a feudal despot
for 36 years was celebrated by a
shouting, cheering throng which
acted as if ‘the Pbeople were freed
from slavery.
_-_'_I‘he-factors in Hague's defeat are
difficult to assay from a labor point
o? view. John V. Kenny, who led the
chtorious ticket, admits to be noth-
Ing more than' a-disgruntled Hague
man kicked out of office a year ago.
Evidently the boss had made a lot of
enemies, for Kenny recruited much

(Continued on page 4)

SEVEN MONTHS
of the T-H Repeal Fight:
What have the labor leaders
been saying? Turn to the fea-
ture article by Jack Ranger

on page 4.
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(Continued from page 1)
ership had the imagination arid cour-
age to work out a new strategy.

When Mazey opened the mass meet-
ing, and ‘he -began to give the -kind -of
talk on speedup which many Briggs
workers had heard him make before,
it was clear to the ranks that some-
thing different was going to happen.
Mazey's declaration that the union
would not compromise with speedup
at. Ford drew the first real response
from the ranks.

The reporters, who had taken the
meeting as another *“dull union meet-
ing to 'cover on a nasty night,” began
to sit up and take notice.

' The atmosphere was set for ‘Reu-
ther’s report, the main speech of ihe
evening.

7

ore

Latest reports, following the events

in Detroit described by Walter Jason,

sre that the UAW has proposed arbi-
{ration in the Ford strike on general
problém ‘of contrel of prodtiretion
yates, ‘Alternatively an ‘mgreement 'on
the specific-speedup issue-itself, in a
‘manner satisfactory ‘to ‘the uion,
might lead o -an ‘end of the strike.
It is not possible to determine clearly
the ‘latest stratégy ‘of fhe UAW léad-
érship on ‘the basis -of -these hew de-
velopments. Has this leadership de-
cided definitély to ‘tirn ‘the Ford

strike into THE ‘batile ‘of 1949 for -all

the -demands of the Ford workers?
Developments in the next few days
may give the atiswer.—Editor.

~ i P

_’I.q;bbr Aqiio_ﬁ _Re_ﬁ_&eﬁ

ReutHer ridliculed the latest Ford

-demand that all workers'except those
in the B building go back to work. He

urged the rank and file to vote against
the strikebreaking proposal. The
meeting began to warm up.

Then came the analysis of ‘the
speedup question. Reuther ~was not
“investigating the facts, since they
were in_dispute.” He excoriated the
company’s speedup policies, and told
the ranks: “We'll never go back to
those days.” This was what the ranks
were waiting for. THe confusion of
the past began to disappear. The
workers were listening intently.

What about the men who had been
discharged—the 21 secondary leaders?
“We all go back ‘or'nobody goes back,”
Retither told the theering strikers. By
the way, this is not exactly the -easi-
est thing 'in ‘the “world to accdomplish.
But Reuther’s pledge was oategoric.

Next came a sharp attack on Henry
Ford II and on the whole Ford .phi-
losophy, and a call for some “shar-
ing of the wealth which your toil and
sweat created.”

And then® the announcement that
the UAW was demanding immediate
‘discussions and negotiations ‘on ‘the
pensiéns and ‘on fhe contract! (The
reporters scurried from their seafs to
the phone booths. This was NEWS.)

“You can talk all you want about
making -a -democratic world, but “if

you can’t make democracy work in

“this, the richest country in the ‘world,
it will fail everywhere.”

“We will fight together, work to-
gether, stand togethier and win to-
gether.” :

The response to the summons for a

teal fight was whdt . you could ‘expect.
The 'UAW wds ‘on ‘tHe march again.

The Reuther leddership is now in
4 'position to exploit the “elbotv *oom”
it has created in the situation by
making all-out demands now. If the
company, threatened with a démand

. for pensions and a new contract now,
refieats and says, “Lét's seftle the
speedup issue,” and the UAW wins
oh the speedup issue, then the union
has won the first battle at Ford. This
would not.yet win the war, but it
will have demonstrated that the union
can fight and win. The vast majority
of Ford workers would be.confident
they could win the rest of the de-
mands, and Ford would be negotiating
the pensions and contracts under '‘the
knowledge and certainty that the
UAW was prepared at any time 1o
hit the bricks again.

Besides, in this strike, as in- every
struggle, many indctive and ‘irex-
perienced union cardholders become
active union men and strike veterans.
Tor ‘tHousands of Ford workérs 'this
is their first big strike. The veterans
of the 1941 strike have obtained a
real refresher course, Ford Locals 600
and 900 become better and more spir-

ited local unions because they go

through this struggle.

If 'the company doésp't retreat, the
spirit and determination of the UAW
members increases because the strike
issues — the 1949 demands — directly
concern each of them ‘as much -as the
gpeedup issue itself has done. Reuther
proposes negotiations on the speedup,
the discharges, the contract -and the
pension ‘plan now. “If ‘they won't talk
on all of them beginning Monday, we
won't talk on any of them.”

i

Urged o Speed Contributions

Fund Drive

By YETTA BARSH

MAY 23-=—There are four weeks 'to go
and we have achievefl 52 per cent of
our Fund Drive goal. ‘A total of $7,306
has been 'raisedl to date, représenting
a 10 per cent lag ‘in weekly ‘collec-

tions. That means that this week's -

collectioris, ‘totaling $799:40, not only
failed to make up last week’s lag but
fell short of ‘the weekly 10 per cent
goal by ‘5 per cent.

The situation is still well in hand
and there is no danger ‘yet of the full
$14,000 not being raised. But if the
various units in the 'drive are to 'go
over their quotas with comparative
ease and avoid a mad seramble dur-
ing the last week ‘of the drive, row
is the time for them to take stock,
put on all the steam they can and
speed up their collections.

Fifteen of our units aie above the
50 per cent mark. The fifteen below
that point are responsible for the low
‘national average and we appeal to

them -especially to do their parts.

St. -Liouis 'is the first League unit
to exceed its'quota. It 'sent in $34 this
last week ‘and thus oversubscribed ‘its
gquota by 16 .per ‘cent. The Bronx SYL
continued to overshoot its mark by
another $10 contribution, and the
Brooklyn SYL went 4 per cent ‘over
the top with its last $12 contribution.

As a result, our “Miscellareous”
item is down to $983—a Teduction
which will have meaning if all other
units in the drive succeed in meeting
and going over their quotas.

Chicago inereased its contributions
by 10 per cent by kicking in $145,
placing in the 61 per cent category.
New York City sent in $360.15,
achieving 79 per cent. :

' READERS, PITCH IN! )

Los Arngeles is still moving slqwl_y.
but we are encouraged by its $79.75
contribution this week. Tt represenfs
a jump of 16 per cent.

Cleveland, niow up to 71 per cent,

Readers of LABOR ACTION: Pitch In! |
Here's my $..................... for the li‘nL Fund Drive.
Name Date ... ¢
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‘Seatdle ... s — 309 0 0 :
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s More Steam—Now!

contributed ‘$40 during the week. San
Francisco sent in another $55.50,
keeping itself ahead of -the national
average. Akron's -$20 upped its con-
lributions to 40 per ‘cent.

Both Youngstown and the Berkeley
SYL are mew ‘starters, having sent in
itheir ‘first $20 and $8, respectively. We
hope that they will ‘make wup for
their late start and catch up quickly.

‘Our contributions from TABOR
ACTION arid The New Internatioral
readeérs have stowed down. The $5 re-
ceived this week ‘gives that unit a
total ‘of $67.86,,or 45 per cent.

We appeal to our frierds and read-
ers to help us in ‘our efforts to ‘speed

- up Fund Drive coll¢dtions 4hd to
raise the press quota of $150. See
your friends and get them to con-
tribute with you.

5

What-a pity &4 photographér didn't.
iget @ -picture 'df Bugas. ahd ‘Reuther
'on Friday morhing when Reuther, ac-
companied ‘by Mazey arnid ‘'Others, pre-
sented the new demands of the UAW
to Ford officials. All pretenses of ami-
ability antl “réasoifabléhess” werk
missing. The hostile, angry atmo-
sphere was ‘more in keéping with the
differences of basic approach and out-
look between the UAW and this giant
corporation thah previous pleasantries.

Reuther rubbed Bugas even more
when he announced that the UWAW
would file an unfair labor practice
dharge against .the Ford Company 'if
it didn’t negotiate on pensions. No
longer was the company arrogantly
issuing ultimatums to the union. Now
the union was taking the offensiye.

ANTI-REUTHERITES MISSED BUS

The whole ‘change in the strike
:situation “émphasizes over ‘and ‘over
aggin-how powerful the UAW is when
it sticks to the kind of progressive
‘policies and militant actions which
built and strengthened it. This needs
.to be -underscored precisely becatse
-the UAW was getting “soft and flab-
by.” )

Arother important lesson already
shown in this “strike is the ‘Tole and
bankraptey of theanti-Reuther forces.
We have mentioned the blundering
.of the conservative Reuther follow-
“ers. Now is the time to speak of the
. anti-Reuther factions. )

Just before the mass meeting, the
.pro-Stalinist leaders in Ford Local
600 came out with their program for
vietory. WHat was it? (1) Win the
speedup fight at B building. (2) Make
ithe general council the strike com-
mittee. (3) More strike bulletins. (4)
Call a rally at Cadillac Sqguare in
support of the strike,

These self-styled “left-wingers and
progressives” missed the bus com-
pletely, They were lost in routire
unionism,_ at precisely the ‘time when
a bold: strategy for an all-out strug-
gle was deinanded. They Tooked like
‘the conservatives they Tréally are
comparéd to {he Reuther tendency!

In fact the Stalinists look so ridic-
ulously conservative with that kind
of program that we venture a pre-
diction they'll try to make another
comeéback by mouthing some ultra«
radical phrases. It's about time for
them to dig up ‘the “down with a ‘one-
at-a-time strategy” nohsense, and call
for “an industry-wide strike” for
pensions.

The future of Stalinism is being
decided ‘on the Ford picket lines just
as, much as it is in Judge Medina’s
weourtreom. The verdict of the test of
‘events in the Ford strike is infinitely
‘more important to-the labor move-
ment than any ‘decision by ‘a ‘capital-
ist court. This is a question to which
we will return time and again as the
Ford situation develops.

ﬁ;ﬁéci'r-fdi'ic Participation by Members Is Key to Labor Political Action

‘By 'GORDON HASKELL

“ft is sincerely hoped that every
member of the AFL will get out and
‘vote for the candidates thit liave Heen
endorsed by the great majority of
your fellow brother and sister trade-
unionists. . . . By exercising your
privilege of voting, you czn play your
full ipart -in 'the ‘democratic ;processes
that make ‘up this great ‘country of
olft's, . . ."—(East Bay Ldbor Jourhal,
April 15, 1949.)

The above two sentences appeared
in one of the 'most progressive AFL
papers we have seen on the eve of
the reeent nominating election for
city ‘officers: in QOakland, Calif. As
previously reported in LABOR AC-
TION, ih a very light vote, almost
every candidate endorsed by the
AFL’s Labor League for Political
Eduecation ‘was défeated. (They were
also endorsed by the right-wing CIO-
PAC)

There were no doubt many redsons
for the failure of the endorsed candi-
dates. But among the most important
Wwas the policy of the AFL and CIO
leadership so well summeéd up 'in the
above quotation.

First, it is not '‘correct to 'say that
~the LLPE candidates had “been éen-
-dorsed by the great majority of your
brother and sister trade - unionists.”
This majorify 'was mever consultéd.
The result Wwas that the vast majority
of the trade-unionists simply stayéd
home.

FULL ‘PART?

But the second sentence 'quoted
‘above is at the very core Of labor's
political Weakriess in ‘Aierica today.
“By ‘exercising your privilege of vot-
ing, you'ean play yeur full part 'in ‘the
‘democratic processes 'that make up
‘this great ‘¢otintry ‘0f 'ours.” That sen-
tence is ‘an ‘iridictment rot only of
the AFL leadership’s political atti-
tudle but of the “democratic process-
‘e5" of the country -as a whole.

Just ‘casting a vote is NOT the full
part which the representatives of cap-
ital, ‘the businessmen, big and not so
big, :play in the political setup. They
are very tareful to see to it that men
who represent THEIR interests are
nominated and run for office. They
see to it that these ‘men get plenty
of publicity in !press and radio, either
becguse ‘business owns the press and
radio ‘or ‘because they give their can-
didates the money to get this pub-
licity.

After their candidates are elected,
4he representatives of capitdl, the in-
‘dustrialists, - réal - estate interests,
bankers, big merchants, keep a con-
stant vigil over THEIR officeholders
and see to it that they vote right in

‘dotificil, Tegislatiire ‘anid 'Cotigréss, and
that they administer right in every
executive department of government
—“RIGHT” for them.

The workingmen and women, on
the other hand, the vast majority of
the citizens of the -country, cafinot
use the SAME method of nominating
THEIR representatives and seeing to
it that they faithfully represent
THEIR interests once elected. For the
workers don't represent millions of
dollars and vast industrial empires.

They only represent themselves—
millions upon millions of people.
THEIR political power can only be
made effective by organization. And
they can become ACTIVE partici-
pants in the “democratic processes”

« only if they are organized politically

in a democratic manner.
HERE'S A WAY

That is not the way the LLPE and
the PAC are organized at the present
time.

True, their officials are often ‘1ihe
elected officers of some union or cen-
tral 1labor ‘body, But they were not
originally ‘elected by the rank and
file to make political decisions for
them, ‘and hence the rank and file
have no control over and very little
interest in the political decisions (or
endorsements) they make.

But how_could the rank and file of
labor actuaHy participate in the ‘dem-
ocratic 'proceésses except by just cast-
ing a vote? We offer below a sketch
of how the whole trade-union move-
ment could 'be ‘organized for ACTIVE
participation in 'the democratic pro-
cesses,

Let's start three months ‘before
any local election. (This plan could
be applied on a national scale with
slight 'chainges.) Every local union is
‘asked to ‘elect a special delegate 1o a
ipolitical mominating committee. These
‘delegates ‘meet, draw up a draft pro-

gram for the elections, and propose .

a slate '0f mien with a real record as
members of or active supporters of
the labor movement who are willing
to run on that program and no other.

The program and slate are returned
to the locals for discussion. AFTER
thorough discussion, the locals vote
on the program, plus any amend-
ments and ‘elect delegates to a politi-
cal convention. This convention then
draws up the final program, endorses
the final slate of nominees to be put
before the voters and sets up a cam-
paign  committee to direct the cam-
paign. '

How has the. individual unionist's
participation in the democratic pro-
cesses thus far been increased?

He has had a chance to help make

‘the ‘decisions on the program on
which his candidates are gding to
run. He has helped make the deci-
sion on who the candidates will ‘be.
And the candidates, who know that
they owe their nomination to the will
of the majority of the workers in the
area, will feel a thousand times more
responsible to that majority than they
can possibly feel under present prac-
tices. A

A ‘man in office is subject to many
pressures. When any’ matter of im-
‘portance "is before the city council or
other body in which he serves, every
interest group in the area puts on the
pressure. If labor is concerned, the
labor leaders will pay him a call
But so will the bankers and big in-
dustrialists '‘and ‘mérchiants and real-
+estate ‘bwners 'or their representatives.
‘And tlre 'préssure that can be worked
1p ‘with ‘a 'fewv ‘million dollars behind
it is positively astounding.

The experience of every political
body in the world shows that in the
c¢linches there is only one kind of
pressure that can hold even “honest”
starts puiting on the heat. That is
the absolute knowledge that the pol-
itician owes his ‘position to the po-
litical power of fhe workinlg people,
and that if he doesn’'t perform in their
interests -he will lose that position as
sure as he is alive.

NOT IN THE CHORUS

But there is only one way that
labor can have polilicians in -office
who oWwe their position to labor and
who will lose it if they stop repre-
senting the working people and yield
to the pressure of capital. That is if
the ranks of labor—not just a few
leaders, but the real “majority of bro-
‘ther and sister trade-unionists”—have
ACTIVELY participated in nominat-
ing THEIR candidates on the basis of
THEIR program and elected them by
virtue of the power of THEIR politi-
cal organization.

As long as the labor leaders really
‘believe that casting a voie on ‘elec-
‘tion day ‘is the “full part” which the

Tanks can or should play in the “dem-.

ocratic processes” they are 'going to
contintie 1o Tose ‘elections. For the
ranks are becoming ihereasingly con-
‘vinced that this role is so small and
insignificant and inéffective that they
won't even bother to show up on the
stage to play it.

They are tired of playing in the

chorus while their employers manage -

the show, direct it from the wings
and have their favorites in the stel-
lar roles. Organized democratically,
the workers can run the whole show,
and more and more of them know it.

To the Editor:

In the interest of truth, I ‘must
write ;protesting ‘about the inaccurate
report sent to you (and ‘published in
your April 4 issue) by George Store,
under the “Liondon Letter” heading.
The analysis igiven is purely super-
ficial -and wun-Marxist, as the follow-
ing facts will 'show. While it is true
that the Labor .government has not
yet lost a by-election, in the major-
ity of cases seats have been retained
by only the -slenderest of margins.

As for the Tabor Party going from
“strength to Sstrength,” trade<union
opposition las mounted ‘cotisiderably
and ‘only betause of the ability 'of the
top biireaucrats (allied to the Trade
Union Congress) -to ignore the feel-
ings Bf the rénk and file has ‘it-‘been
possible—up to now=-to give the ap-
mpearance 'of a “Gnited front” with 'of-
ficial government policy. But since
the recent national budget, the pres-
sure in the unions ‘s betominhg so
great that even the trade-union lead-
ership is forced to adopt -an aggres-
sive attitude against the wpolicy of
continued “wage-freezing” while prof-
its and prices show no likelihood of
falling.

The population’s reaction to the
latest budget has been clearly reflect-
ed 4in the loeal council elections which
followed the budget announcement.
These elections, it should be pointed
out, have been fought on national is-
sues, with the candidgtes standing
opénly as members of the various na-
tional political parties. These elec-
tions are protracted—the final -ones
taking -place next month (May). How-
ever, the results up to April 10 show
that Labor dost ‘well over 100 seats—
a landslide.

Inside the Labor Party the mem-
bership since 1946 has shown a steady
decrease both of the adult party and
the youth section. Such is irue of all
other left-wing parties, the ILP being
alive in name only; and though the
Stalinists maintain their organization,
George Stone is correct in-saying that
their decline in strength and influ-
ence has been pronounced, though not
because of a ‘continued faith in the

government, but as a direct result
of a never-ending tirade carried out
by the national press and by trade-
union and Labor Party leaders par-
ticularly. Most, though not all, of
such anti-CP propagarifia has béen ‘of
a right-wing character, as a necessary

prerequisite to the signing of the At-
lantic -Pact. '

In 'the trade unions the loss of ‘Sta-
linist préstige has been due niore than
dnything elge to ‘its sellout of strikids
and any other militant expression by
the organized workers. The CP oppo-
sition to TUC policy has been ineffec-
tive -and despite the 'récent pseudo-
left turn of -official ‘Stalinism, the
memory of past fluctuations has pre-
vented them from making any sem-
blance of gains to date.

‘Of the Tories (or Conservatives) it
can be said they have made member-
ship -gains, espécitlly among the teen-
agers, due almost 'entirely to their
ability to finance wsocial -activity
among ‘the youth, while their polling
gains-are the result of the “non-politi-
cal” vote of the housewives—that ‘sec-
tion of the tommunity which, mote
than any other, is' suffering severe
diffictilty and privation wnder the tin-
fair rationing system which allows
hotels and restauranis to have an al-
most unlimited supply of food, both
rationed and’ unrationed, while she
has to ‘eke out her diminishing house-
keeping money on rations which grow
steadily smaller.

One of the -Labor Party's trump
cards has been its demand that the
Tories should disclose ‘their election
policy. This they have been afraid
to ‘do, because of its rea¢tionary thar-
acter. Their own- rarks ‘are split as {o
whalt their policy should be. The less
political -of thém want ‘o ‘denational-
ize, while the other side, knowing
that . the state capitalization of the
basic industries is the ‘only way by
which they can maintain a steady
flow -of raw materials, feel that to
disclose officially this part of their
program will identify them too-closely
with the Liabor Party. They want to
cut -down on social services, but rea-
lize that such an avowed policy could
gain only a minimum support from
the electorate. Hence they -are in a
curious dilemma of wanting power
but not knowing how to get it. Till
now, they have relied for votes al-
most entirely on the growing dissat-
isfaction with .government policy.

On foreign policy, where Tories
and Labor government are in com-
plete agreement, the left-wing oppo-
sition has died down considerably,
parily because it originated from the
Stalinists and their stooges (mainly),
but also because the people feel that

‘other aspects of policy conecern them
miore directly at present. None of the
basic needs 'of life has been given
any serious atteéntion by the govern-
ment; and their much-vaunted social
services—though good in themselves
—are not accepted as being of more
importance than an adéequate supply
of houses and sanitary living accom-
modations. There has been no more
than a scratching at the surface of
the housing .problem, there is no 'se-
curity 'of job, there is no lowering -of
-prices or taxes, nor increase in food.
These are the things by which Labor
will be judged -at the next general
election. And by these standards the
verdict of the ‘people. will most cer-
tainly be that the present leaders of
the government have been :a dismal
failure.

And now, having given you an al-
most entirely opposite picture to that
of George ‘Stone, 1 am content to let
Time—that great ‘historical disprover
of theory—be the judge of which of
us is right.

Comradely greetings
Bill PICKETT
Birmingham, Eng., April 20.
]
To the Editor:
1 am intrigued by Bill Pickett's

.profest. He says iny dnalysis (LA-

BOR ACTION, April 4) “is purely

superficial and un-Marxist, as the

following facts will show” - . . but,
although I have read his letter very
carefully, I cannet find any FACTS.

He does not tontest my statement
that in all by-elections since the gen-
eral ‘election of 1945, the Liabor gov-
ernment has not lost a single seat, but
he goes on to-assert, without produc-
ing one jot of evidence, that “in the
majox_'ity of cases seats have been re-
tained by only the slinderest of mar-
gins.”

Now, while it is obvious that Bill
Pickett can read, his arithmetic is
bad. What -are the FACTS? 1 list be-
low the figures of ‘the last six by-
elections. “Slender majorities”? The
Tories would like them!

Sowerby (Yorkshire), March 16
Total votes cast _. 35,000
Labor majority. ..... e 2,152

St. Pantras (London), Maieh 10 '
Total votes cast .. 31,000
Labor majority _.... — B,067

So. Hammersmith (London), ¥¢b. 2t
Total votes cast .. 25,000
Labor majority ... 1,613

(This was the bitterest by-election
sirice 1945. It is a known fact that the
Conservative Central Office confident-
ly expected their candidate to win
and Mr. Churchill toured the constit-
ueacy in an eve-of-the-poll “victory”
rally. Even the political columnists
were fooled! With one exception they
fell for the Tory candidate. That one
exception was yours truly, who claims
to have some understanding of ‘the
political outlook of the British peo-
ple.)

Batley (Yorkshire), Feb. 17

Total votes cast ... 41800

Labor majority ... ... 17,686
Stirling (S¢ofland), Oct.

Total votes cast ... ... 34,000

Labor majority ... 2,175
Gorbals (Glasgow), Sept. 30

Total votes cast ... _ . 26,000

Labor majority ... 6525

‘Now T admit-that the ‘county coun-
cil elections (which took place after
1 _ha'El written the column ‘to which
Bill PicKett objects) showed a swing
away from Labor. This, inh my ‘opinich,
wis h Tesult of 4 Press ‘campaign
whiich ed the people o expect cer-
tain ‘concessions from the bidget.

‘Thege elections took plice immedi-
ately -after 'Sir ‘Stafford Cripps had
presented his proposals and it wés
the tempbrary reaction tothede which
led some voters to change their alle-
giance. I say “temporary” because
subsequent elections have shown that
the ‘people have rallied to Liabor-can-
‘didates. As 1 write, local elections
are taking ‘place all over Britain and
I am confident that the mass of work-
ing people will support Liabor. Why?
Because, whatever its shortcomings,
and they are many, the working class
of Britain under a Labior govVernment
has miade moré social ard ‘Economit
advance than ‘that 'of any other- cdun-
try of the world. And these Wworkers
have the food sense to realize that
reformism is always preferable to re-
action.

With regard to Liabor Party mem-
bership, Bill Pickett again ‘does mot
support his statefmnent with any fdcts.
It 4s true that individual member-
ship fell slightly in 1947 but this loss
was substantially recovered in 1948.
And the over-all membership ‘has
shown ‘a remarkable increase. In 1946,
the total 'membership of the Liabor

‘Party (includingaffiliated beadies) was

3,322:858. Tn 1947, it was 5,040;299. And,
when the figures -are given at the

o‘_o [ ]

Labor Party Conference at Whitsun,
they will show that in 1948 the mem-
bership grew to over 5,500,000—the
highest figure ever recorded.

It is true that there is a measure
of disgruntlement among rank-and-
file trade unionists. This is a healthy
sign. But it is equally true that there
has been less resentment against the

_ present government than any other

in Britain's history.

Yes, Labor will be judged ‘on what
it has done. It will be judged by
miners, shipbuilders, steel workers,
domestic workers and the rest. Their
answer will be clear and unequivocal.
The Labor Party will win the next
géneral election and the one after
that! Why? Because these workers
know that despite its obvious fail-
inigs, the Labor Party is the mass po-
litical ‘expression of the working
class and that through it they are

slowly ‘moving forward to their ulti-

mate emancipation.

The people of Britain climbed out
of the abyss in 1945 and they ‘will
never be thrown back inte it. “Timie”
will certainly prove whether T or Bill
Pickett is right. Let us hope that for
his sidke and mine, and for working
people everywhere, the people of Bri-
tain will never allow the Tories to
conte to power again!

o George STONE
L]

As an innocent bystander at the
moment, we invite our British read-
ers in particular to get into the above
mielee—U. S. readers not excluded.
Lefters of reasonable size will be pub-
lished in whole or part in accordance
with space availdble, as usual. Com-
rdfle Stone's conclisions and predic-
tions in the last two paragraphs are
his own, of course.—Ed. 2
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Sditorials—

Terminiello

Case - -

(Continued from page 1)

In the first plade, the scandalous behavior of the “democratic” comts\

of Weimar Germany did not primarily involve the question of free speech.

The scandal there was that Nazi thugs who were caught red-handed in
murder, assault and battery, the hreulung-up of workers' meehngs ‘with organ-
ized storm l’roops. individual beaimgl of radicals and Jews, etc., were Iel off
eitkeér lightly or scot-free by courts nominally loyal to the republic but actu-
ally staffed by reactionary judges whose sympathies were on the side of the
Hitlerite gangsters. There was usually no doubt that the actions charged were

crimes.

In the second place, the political and social context in which this scandal
flourished, and in which it was a token of the rottenness of Weimar “democ-

racy,”

was the growth of the Nazi movement as a perfectly

“clear -and

present danger.” Even long before the crucial ’30s, the “beer-hall putsch”
of the Hitlerites raised no question of free speech; it was a revolt against
the government and frankly so. The tender treatment of the putschists was
not—even formally—based upon democratic considerations but upon more
or less concealed sympathy with the anti-demecratic aims of the reaction.

The Supreme Court decision on the fascist rat Terminiello takes place

today, not in—

THE CONTEXT

T I B

wilh

—of a danger from a growing fasecist nrass ‘movement but in a context
where the U. 8. governmient itgelf is taking the lead in depriving liberals,
radicals and labor of democratie liberties under the cover of an anti-Com-
munist drive and of “anti-subversive” drives anfl “loyalty purges” whose
sharp edge is directed ‘against ‘every species of progressive thought.

Anyone who lets the picture of Terminiello ranting on hls platform
get in the way of understanding this is missing ‘the ‘point.

The Supreine Court minoiity Wwhich opposed the decision did not miss the
point. They too [led by Justice Robert Jdekson) ‘had Fheir eyes fixed’ not on

Terminiello but on.the real issue—the ensh‘ng "dunger

they \Nre ‘judging.

The heart of the Jackson dissent (skipping the legalisms) is:
“Invocation of constitutional liberties as part of the strategy for over-
throwing them presents a dilemma to a free people which may mnot be

soluble by constitutional logic alone . .

. There is danger that, if the court

does not temper its doctrinaire logic j.\nt’h a !1ttl_e practical wisdom it will
convert the constitutional Bill of Rights into a suicide pa_ct."
Jackson (it need hardly be added) was not thinking of—

THE "DANGER"

A

—from Terminiello and his fellow secum. He was thinking of the meaning
of the majority view for the anti-subversive drives being carried on by the
executive branch of government and the monstrous anti-subversive bills
being passed by state legislatures and pending before Congress, none of
which are directed primarily against the Smiths. i

‘For example, Maryland, which has recently 'passed the very worst bill of
all in the shape of the infdmous Ober Law, ‘has cause to think twice now about
the constitutionality of its reprehensible assault on -civil liberties.

Jackson has his eye on the ball. That’s why, with our eye ‘'on the same
ball, we welcome the décision. If we would make any reservation at all, it
is the side comment that it is too bad that this support to civil liberties has
to ecome through the process of “government by judiciary” which by and
Jarge has played an anti-progressive role in polities.

Since all this is pezfectly clear, why the divided minds among some

liberals? The—

LIBERALS' DILEMMA

§

—arises because they think the way to fight the anti-Semites and fascists
and race-baiters is to pass legal ordinances deprivirg them of platforms

We haven't the slightest confidence in these medsures. On the contrary,
‘all experience hds ‘shown that dny such ldws (including ‘stimilar laws ‘in pre-
Hitler Germadny, it may be’ ‘ddded) are ‘used far thore ‘against labor ‘dnd 'radi-
cals than against vight-wihg redction. ‘Because such Tegdl ‘swords hdve two
ddges, and the state power that wields the sword in ‘the longer of 'shiorter run
is‘far tore anxiois fo whet ‘the cutting edye ‘against the Teft and dgainst 1dbor.

It was the Workers Party (now the Tridependent Socialist League)

which in 1945 initiated mass picket lines and demonstration against Gerald- -

I.. K. Smith’s nation-wide speaking tour, and it was our'movement which
organized the great demonstration outside Madison Square ‘Garden 'in 1939
against the Coughlinite-Bundist united front. We are proud of that and will

do it again.

But we never dsked for any kind of yeheral taw fo be passed 'by ‘the- Gov-
ERNMENT which would aufomatically deprive such gehfry of ¥heéir ‘platform.
WE HAVE UNBOUNDED FAITH IN THE DESIRE AND ABILITY OF THE PEOPLE
IN ACTION TO STOP THE F?\SCISTS BUT WE EAVE NO ‘FAITH AT ALL IN THE
GOVERNMENTAL POWER OF STATE TO ‘USE SUCH LAWS'IN THE INTEF:@STS

OF THE PEOFLE.
The liberals’

dilemma arises from their illusions about the “1mpar-

tiality” of the state power, about the disinterestedness of Justice J ackson s

modicum ‘of “practical wisdom.”

We're for the court majority's “doctriraire ‘logic." The doctrire's a good
one. LET THE COURT ‘NOW APPLY IT TO 'THE 'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT,
AND TO THE STATE OF MARYLAND, AMONG OTHERS.

Rumania--

(Continued from page 1
cember 23, 1948, it was announced that

' the General Zionist organization “had

voluntarily decided to discontinue its
activities.” All Zionist parties were
liquidated with the temporary excep-
tion of Mapam, the pro-Stalinist Zion-
jst group. In 1949 the Mapam was
also declared illegal.

No more Jewish schools, no miore
Jewish culture, no more Jewish or-
ganizations, no more Jewish commu-
niities, The Jews ‘of Rumania have

‘been subjécted to the déspotic rule

of a small but powerful Stalinist
clique. The Tron Ciirtain has faHen.
So much for the ‘Stalinist 'claim of
being ‘the great ‘dispemser of ‘cultural
and national autonomy.

ANTI-SEMITISM

Even the government personnel re-
mains imbued with ‘anti-Semitic pre-
judices. The government has been lax
in punishing anti-Semitism. It has
been exceptionally Tlenient toward

those responsible for the ‘extermina--

tion of Jews during the war. Anti-
Semites like Foreign Minister Titu-

lescu were included in the early post-
war ‘governmients under the benevo-
lent eyes of the Stalinists. Those
brought up on trial for ‘complicity in
the murder of Jews during the ‘war
were let ‘off Wwith light sentences. Of
those who took part in the Yassi po-
grom in 1941 ‘(which causéd the death
of 14,000 Jews), 150 ‘have been identi-
fied and as yet no sentences have been
prohounded.

‘An interesting sidelight on the lot
of Rumanian Jewry is the running
debate which has been going on -in
the -American Yiddish press. The CP’s
Freiheit and B. Z. Goldberg of the
Jewish Day "have been insisting for
a long tinme that Jewish national life
in ‘Runrania has ‘been flourishing as
riever before. ThHe non-Stalinist press
reported the contrary. Finally, in
March, the Freiheit publishéd the an-
nouricement -of the Rumanian govern-
ment that six schools where Yiddish
would be taught were to be reopened!
1t 'did not indicate any realization that
this news item gave the lie to its pre-
vious insistence that Jewish cultural
life had bBeen flourishing right along.

“to ‘actept the American style of “unification”

LABOR

S

Th‘e Issue of_Germ'an Uni;l“y-: U. S. d’nd R!.IS_SEIH Ver'Sil'_!. the German People

The Paris Conference of the Big Four Powers has
already begun, but it is not there that Germany’s real
- future will be- decided. -

This Tatest of a series of conferences between the
‘Foreigh ministers of Rusma, Amemca., . France and

Englahd will probably arrive at many decisions con--

cerning Germany and its people, but befween these de-
cisions ‘and 'their ‘applications stand the 65 million
Germans themselves who are experiencing a great re-
vival of nationalist sentiment and a desire for unifica-
tion of their country which has erupted- as an inde-
pendent and  perhaps decisive force in the whole
gituation.

' The question of Germany’s umﬁcatmn will cer talnly
occupy -a ]e‘admg spot on the Paris conference agenda,
but they will not be talking about the same thing that
the péople of Germany mean by unification. In dis-
‘enssing unifieation at Paris, the foreign ministers are
‘guided by two principlés: (1) Their desire for a uni-
fication Which will still subject the Germans ‘to over-all
‘control by Allied governmental and military forces;
(2) the tugiof-war over the kind of unification which
wﬂ] best ser ve one or another bloe in the continuing
“sold war” hetween Russia and America. = |

Thus, the Americans and their supporters will press
for unification under the new Bonn Constitution which
creates 4 loosely federated Germany, without a strongly
‘organizéd ‘central government and “Wwith ‘its authority
severely ‘curbed by ‘the Allies and Subj,ect to constant
‘supérvision. It seems likely that the Americans will
oppose. any effort to ‘end the occupation immediately.

For their part, the Russians may propose a more
‘centralized ‘German government, also subject to over-all
supervision, but with the hope 6n their part that the
'German Stalinist\movenient could more ‘easily infiltrate
and 8eize ‘éventual control over such a cdentralized gov-
ernment. i
IMPERIALIST UNITY

Whatever differences may develop at Paris, it ‘is
clear that all the powers involved in this conference
will stand united solidly against the idea of German
unification which is now sweeping over the country it-
self. This, of course, is the real question today: what
kind of unification shall there be, and by whom shall it
be done?

There is no quéstion ‘but that the reactionary sphiup
of the couniry imposed at the end of the war is about
1o be ended. Unification is coming becduse such powerful
political and economic forces have been created as to
thake it impbssible for the ‘present division Yo last any
‘lengér.
~ But shall this be a formal unification imposed upon
‘Germany from without by the imperialists in session
at Paris, shall it be a unification which denies the
essence of national freedom by its refusal to permit the
German people themselves to ‘decide its exact form and
nature—or shall it be a genuine and progressive unifi-
cation brought about by the actions and struggles of
the Germans themselves? This is the real issue ‘of Ger-
many’s future.

The Americans are, of course, opposed to a unified
Germany either under Russian influence or dominated
by the German Communist Party—a “Stalinist” Ger-
many. The Russians, in turn, are bitterly opposed to &
unified 'Germany under American influence in any form
or shape Yet it is clear that today, since the Russians
are in retreat for the time being, they may well have
(reprex
sented by the loose federation of the Bonn Constitt=
tion) if they wish to get in exchange for this such
vitally necessary things as a resumption of East-West
trade, 4 look-see in management of the Ruhr industries,
ete. This may well be the essential bargain made at
Paris—an all-German Bonn Constitution in exchange
for renewal 'of trade and commerce. ,

But there is one issue on which both Acheson and
Vyshinsky will stand firmly united. We have already men-
tioned this! opposition to a genuine frée and unified
Germany, to be ‘Hchieved in ‘the ofily possible way—by
the ‘messes of Germah peoplé’ fheiiselves who, acting
without réstraint, credte @ new German Republic ‘ex-
pressing their own democratic hopes and ambitions. For
us, I'herefore. the only possible answer to the fake Ger-
man unlﬁ:cilon conference at Paris should be the de-
mand of the German people themselves for a freely-
elected, uII-Germun Constituent Assembly—a sovereign

Berlin Stril

body of the German people—empowered to diraft and
put into effect the constitution for a new Germah Re-
. public..

Such a demand, of course, will be bitterly opposed
by ‘the occupying powers—Russians and  Afmericans
alike—who already indicate tHeir disdain and contempt
for the ‘German people by failing to allow them repre-
sentatives at Paris. If the Russians succeed in having
some of their Stalinist supporters in Germany ‘come
to Paris, it will only be a propaganda ‘game to back up
Russian proposals.

. Two events of the past week have clearly indicated
precisely how the German masses themselves féel. The
violent strike of the Berlin railwayworkers is a mili-
tant demonstration -against the hatéd Rissian oceu-
pants and their Stalinist ‘quisling supporters. It caps
the whole successful ‘struggle for the saving 'of Berlin
from Stalinism. More significant is the result of the
elections to the Stalinist “People’s Congiédss” in East-
ern Germany. On each ballot appeared the statemeéent:
“T am for the unity of Germahy-and a just pedce treaty.
Therefore ['] 1 vote for the following [Stalinist] list
of candidates.”

By their -own admission (this, in itself, 4s -an as-
tounding fact} ‘the Russians admitted that ‘over 4 mil-
Tion voted 1\0—me:mmg; that they did not accept this
Stalinist “therefore,” At least 4 million said that pre-
c:_sely because they wish unity and peace, they could
not vote for 'the Stalinists. Just how many more than
4 ‘million ‘actually Voted No is unknown, but it certainly
approximated 50 per cent of the total vote of 12 million.
This was a stunmng defeat for the Stallnlsts, and in-
dicated just what is the status of Russia and its Stalin-
ist forees in 'the Eastern Zone.

‘PEOPLE VS. THE PARTIES

Within Germany itself, tHe key ‘political party in
the situation is uhdoubtedly the German Social-Démo-
cratic Party, headed by Kurt ‘Schuihacher. Almost in
spite of itself, and against the Wwill 6f many of its
weak, timid leaders, this party is being forced to as-
sume leadership in the struggle for a genuine '‘German
unification. Its leader, Schumacher, redognizing the true
sentiments of the German workers, speaks ‘out for unity
even against the top circles of his own party.

It is important to recoghize that the various eon-
servative and reactionary parties, such as thHe QChris-
tian-Democrats, Liberal-Demoerats, éte., ‘are extremely
cautions and even hostile to unification. Why? Because
they fear the Stalinists would ‘get the upper hand? Not
at all; they know that -Stalinisin has redched an in-
eredibly low ebb in Germany.

1¥ is rather because they know that a democratic
unification would probably sweep the Social-Democratic
Party into power throughout Germany, ‘and that the
Social-Democrats would be forced to emburk on a social
program contrary to Hre interests of these pro-cuplla!lsi'
parties. Reconstruction, nationalization of heavy indus-
tries—housing and re-building programs; modl'ﬁ:uiinn of
the educational sysl'em. etc. A popular uniﬁeehon. in
other words, would be accompanied by a radical out-

. burst on the part of the German people, who would de-

mand a program of sharp reforms and changes within
the counfry itself.

Thus, We see that Russia and America (as well as
all the occupying powers), plus the ‘German Stalinist
party and the conservative pro-American parties, are
all united as one against such a unification program.
Yet the overwhelming mass of the peoplée are for it—
unification and an end to the occupation. This marks

‘a 'turning .point in the post-war history of Germany,

The lowest depths of the defeat, Nazi terror and mili-
tary occupation, have beén successfufly passed. The
German people are standing on their feet once more,
and participating in political and social action again.
This is perhaps the best news to conie from Europe
since 1939, when the war began. Will the Social-Demo-
cratic Party take advantage of its historie and un-
precedented opportunity? Will it openly assume leader-
ship and press for its program? That depends upon
citfcumstances We ¢anhot yet foretell: it depends upon
what happens at Paris, fo some extent, and primarily
upon the ability of the German people themselves to
increase and redouble their pressure and drive forward
to taking the whole situation out of the hands of the
Paris negotiators and placing it where it properly be-
longs—in the hands of Germany’s 65 million people.
Henty JUDD

ers--

LABOR ACTION
A Papér In ‘the Interest of Ssclalism
Published Weekly by the Lubor Action Publishing ‘Co.
114 'West 14th Street, New York City 11, N. X. ;
GENERAL OFFICES: 24 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
Tel.: FRonsides 6-5117

¥

Vol. 13, No. 22

May 30, 194%

. ‘Edifor: Hdl Draper
Eillfbﬂa! ‘Bodrd: Hal Draper, Albert Gates,
Emanuel ‘Garrett ‘Gelfmdn
Bisiness ‘Manager: Joseph Rodn
Subscription Rate: $1.00 a Year; 50c for Six Months (3125 and
65¢ for Canada and Foreign)

Re-entered at Second-Class Matter, May 24, 1940, -al the Post Office
&t New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1874,

(Continued from ‘page 1)’
change their East mark wages at an
unfavorable currency rate.

By the end of the first day of the
‘strike, every elevated train in West
Berlm was halted. Almost all freight
and passenger traffic between Berlin
and Western Germany ground to a
stop. Even trains to the Russian
‘Zone, Which mever stopped rolling
duﬂ"ng the Blockade, were affected.

By The end of ‘the ﬁrsf day also the
political natiire of fhe demohstration
foiiched off by the ‘strike ‘was clear.
The Russiagh ‘stFikebreaking wachine
Wwent into 4ction &5 sson as ‘the strike
‘Wds ecﬂfed. Rissidn rmachine-giinners
‘wee Pliced ‘on ‘the ¥oofs of éleVated
cars. Some 5000 Youngy Cofmmunists
‘tihd " members ‘of | ¥hé S¥ufinist - con-
‘trofled so-called “Pree Gerinan Work-
‘ers 'Unien™ '(FDGB) were recruited as
sfrikebreakers, principally info the
dnks of The 'Eastern Zone raflway po-
lice.

Pitehed battles were fought at El
‘stations in ‘the Western Zone, which
were poli‘ced by ‘the Russian railway
dops. Strikers joined by la¥ge crowds
‘of ‘sympathetic “anti-Stalinist Berlin-
ers strove to expel the Russian rail-
tray police Trom the stations they
were protécting. Aghinst the Rus-
sian police ‘dogs, carbines and pis-
tols, the erowds fought with fists,
‘elubs, ‘stones and steel, spikes. By
Tuesday ‘morning, 1000 casualties
fand ‘one ‘death Wwere reported,
STALINIST. STRIKEBREAKING

Anti-Russian feéling running high
from the beginning, sharpened as
new reports of '‘deaths at the guns
of the_railway police circulated the
city. Russian officers who showed
their faces in the Western sector
were -jeered, cursed spat on, and
even stoned.

The loss of prestige suffered by the

‘Staliitists in Berlin hias béen trémen-
dous. Their open strikebreaking role
cannot be covered by any camouflage
or ratiohdlization. The Stdlinist "Free
‘Gériman Workers Unlon" issued a
statsiment Z4 Hoirs affer Fhe ‘s¥rike

"‘begah, saying that it weuld ¥ry te

‘prevail upon the Russiah auithorities
‘fo pay th West tarks. Sitice then it
‘has ‘malntained '@ deadly sllence while
i¥s members were tecriuited into the
strikebreakers’ rdanks. Small wonder
¥hat the Fury ‘of the ‘crowds has been
greatest ‘against the Germah Stalin-
is¥s!

The p‘rtchcd battles reaclied their
‘height on Monday at the Zoo Station
of the El where the railway police
fired six shots into an onrushing
crowd—killing two, one a sikteen-
y&ar-old boy, and injuring two. As
‘the angry ecrowd got out of hand,
‘the British publie-safety offider or-
deied the Eastern seétor police to
Teave ‘the station. But the police
could not restrain the ‘crowd ‘from
pursving the retreating strike-
breakers as they raced to safety
along the railroad tracks with a bar-
Tage of missiles and stones flying
after them. The people shouted: “Go
‘back to your Russian masters!” .,

Newspaper reports commented on
the changing nature of the ‘erowd
supporting the strikers. On the first
day the crowd was made up largely
of young boys and some hooligan el-
ements. As the fight continued, how-
over, the crowd became increasingly
made up of older political fighters,
many of them in their late teens or
early twenties, all furious enough

to charge carbines and machine pis--

tols with rocks and bludgeons.
Naturally, the Western powers
were not at all ill-pleased by the
embarrassment this strike has
caused their Russian opposite num-
bers. At first they adopted a hands-

. over the Failwaj

off policy, ignoring ‘a request by the

Russian transport chief that they
“keep the peace”

through military
steps to ‘curb the méass ‘violence,

‘while issuing pious stateinents that

‘the ‘demands of the Tailway workers -
were entirely Tegitimate,

It wass only affer the erans sllowed
‘that fhey were capable of ¥aking
l‘fui'l"nh: Fhemselves
‘That the Western sector military com.
‘inands Yook any actich ¥ ¥orce out
Fhe Russiah railway pelice.

At one of the Berlin stations, the
Westkreuz, the crowd threatened to

storm the station successfully. There .

the crowd had to be dispersed by
British sector police after the Brit-
ish arranged a “compromise” Wwhere-
by they wWould police the station
-Jointly W‘lth the East séctor police.
The* ‘erowa bootd 'the dedigion and
wis dispersed only by British ‘threats
of Toree.

POINTS WAY

As ‘the ‘strike tontinues, the West-
‘erh ATiés ave eginning to ordér the
withdrawal of the East Zone police;
this the latter are doing evidently
with great relief. Chances are that
the scabbing Failtay Police will. be
completely withdrawn from Western
Berlin stations within the next day
or so.

‘The ‘outcoitte oF ¥he Stiike is ot yet
‘clear, but ‘it is cldar that The Berlin
masses Wavé ‘issued a resounding re-
‘buke ‘to the Russian otcupiers and
their ‘Germian Stalinist stooges and
that they dlone, by mass force and
struggle, -have pushed Russian mili-
tary forces out of the Western sec-
‘fo¥s ‘of ‘Bériin.

By ‘this action thé Berlin workers
have shown that they command the
strength to begin to solve their own
problems, through their own action.

Richard Wright --

(Continued from page 1)

" “When the American délegates ‘ar-
rived in Paris, they expected that,
like 'themselves, I would fake a posi-
tion tesoliitely in favor of 'tHe Mar-
shall Plan and the Atlantic Pact. I
immediately told them that my posi-
tion on these guestions—and on many
ntpers-—was not the same as theirs.

“In fact, I maintain that the Amer-
ican Left, to a certain exlent, is not
c¢ompletely free from anti- Semmsm
from a dlscrlmmatory policy against
Negroes, and from active collabora-
tion with capitalism in many fields.
The American {rade unions are very
different from the European unions.
As far as social policy is concerned,
they are at least a half century be-
hind. The Européans and the Amer-
icans may use the same words, but
these words rarely have the same
mearning here and there.

“The Améiican Leéft is very little
concerhed with the class struggle. Its
‘social ‘derands are never political 'but
siniply aim, withih the frainework of
the capitalist state, o ensure the well-
being of the unionists through a com-
promise with the capitalist state.

“Moreover, the American Left is
above -all doctrinaire, wearing itself
out in sterile ideological discussions,
without understanding the deep-lying
interests of the working masses. Thus
it is that Sartre, for example, Who
is not a Marxist, is politically and
concrefely much more to the left than
Sidney Hook, who proclaims to high
heaven that he is an orthodox Marx-
18k e
WORKED WITH SARTRE

“Is that the only reason why ¥you
did not fake the floor at the nieeting?”

“Yes! I spoke to Sartre and Mer-
leau-Ponty, and they decided to ab-
stain together with me, to support me.
Sartre, who was recently in America,
is also acquainted with this curious
Left in that country. Since, however,
we wanted to present our point of
view to; the conference, we sent a
joint message.”

I tried to recall how this message
read. It had followed the pro-Atlan-
tic Pact declarations of James T. Far-
rell and of De Kadt; the latter was a
Dutch delegate and one of the rare
Europeans ‘who took the side of the
American wing:

- “We condemn, for the same redsons,
both the more or less disgnised annex-
ations. in Eastern and ‘Central Europe
by the USSR, and the Atlantic Pact.

It is by mo means certain fhat this

pact will slow up the coming of war.
It inay on the contrary hasten it. What
is certain, 'on the other hand, is that,
‘a 'litfle sooner or a little later, it will
contribute to make it ‘inevitable.”

“Your .declaxation sounded a bit
like the one which Paul Robeson
made to the ‘Communist Peace Parti-
sans’ Conference, . . .”

Wright vehemently shook his head
in denial.

ABOUT PAUL ROBESON

“Robeson ‘claimed that if a war
broke out between America and the
Soviet Union, no American Negro
would fight against the Soviets. Such
assertions are not only dangerous but
totally false. The American Negroes
will fight for their country under any
circumstances. That is my deep con-
viction, but I do not want to do what
Robeson did—talk in the name of 13
million American Negroes when he
was actually representing only the
little circle around Wallace.”

Wright's voeice grew softer,

“T like Robeson very much—as a
singer. He is a wonderful artist; he
knows how to convey the humiliation
and burning hope of the American
Negro in his songs. There is also a
kernel of truth in what he says.

“In the United States the Negroes
represent 'a terrible reservoir of de-
spair -and bitterness. They have been
disillusioned time and again; and Tru-
man’s ‘promises — which, personally,
have never convinced me — will, like
those of the other politicians before
him, go into the cemetery of lost illu-
sions. But the American Negroes will
fight for the conquest of their -civil
rights within the traditional frame-
work of the American parties and by
‘their own means.”

CP AND THE NEGROES

“But ‘don’t the Communist Party
and. Wallace's crypto - Cominunists
have a certain ‘amount of. aftractive

appeal for the Negroes?” _

“You gaw proof 'to the contrary in
the last election. The American Ne-
groes do not have a short memory.
“They ‘know the Cominunists, their
methods arid their promisés—in Which
no more rélisnce can be placéd than
on those of the bourgeois parties.

“paring the ‘war the American
Commiunists ‘did not opifose Tracial
discrimination in the armed forces.
They told the Negroes to tolerate
every‘thmg, to have patichce il the
Wwar ends. Meanwhile tlie Negroes
were sispposed to bend the meck be-
fore the stupidest of stupid Jim Crow
praetmes The Red “Cross itself kept
the Dlo6d ‘of Negroes ‘eparate from
| the blodd ‘of whites.

“There were betler aspects. The
war ‘drew a large number of Negroes
into the industrial occupations. The
Federal Employment War Service was
created with the stipulation that there
was to be mo racial discrimination
against- any worker, Negroes hegan
to participate actively in the trade-
union life of the AFL and CIO, and
did so in spite of the Communists,
who prefer to see them disorganized

and thérefore more easily subject to

CP. control, In many of these cases, .

for example when the Negroes got
really to6 fake demands or g0 on
strike, it 'was ‘the -Communists who
denounced them to the FBIL”

TRUMAN’S PROMISES

“What are the.political perdpectives
before the Amencan Negroes today,
after Truman’s re-election?”

“If Truman does not repudiate his
pre- e!ection promises tomorrow or the
day after, that is only because of the
cold war now raging. if there is a
settlement, if everything is arranged
in Berlin and elsewhere, Truman will
‘forget all about his statements,

“That does not mean that he will
no longer be able to count on the loy-
alty of the Negro population, who do
not expect American politicians to be
consistent in fighting for their rights.
The Negroeés in the United States
stand alone. They certainly do not
rejeet alliancés, and from all sides
allies —and disinterested ones—are
coming forward. They are beginning
‘a long and hard struggle under the
guldance of their political leaders and
their intéllectual elite. The Commu-
nists have ridiculed, for example, an
organization ‘as timid ‘as the Natignal
Association for the ‘Advancement of
Colored Péople, but this organization
has dohe more for the colored people
than all the virulént and flamboyant
maneivers of the Communists.”

“Let’s talk about you for a moment.
All French progressives are happy
to have you among us, and we ‘are
happy to see that you are at the side
of ‘Bartre and his'friends in the strug-

gle which counterposes freedom
through socialism to various forms of

: concealed fascism. Have you any def-

inite plans?”

AGREES WITH RDR

“I am a foreigner here and my
collaboration with Sartre is limited
to certain special ‘fields. I cannot be
‘@ member of the RDR since it is not
fitting for me to take part in ques-
tions of internal French politics. But
I am in complete agreement with the
RDR as far as its views on interna-
tional questions -are concerned.

“] am ‘especially happy to be able
to live in Frande, in a climate of lib-
erty atid tolérani¢e where I can carry
on . my work, The ‘question of liberty
is posed Truch miore in the United
‘States than in Europe. To be sure,
‘the individual ‘has fewer obligations
to the state; he is apparently freer;
biit a permanent pressure of ‘coercion
is brought to bear on him.

“Ovér theré men are at the mercy
of a pu"bllc opinion which is manu- -
factured by second-rate publicists,
speakers on the radio, and leagues of
righteousness, - The influence of the
intellectuals, which is so important
here, is almost nil in the United

Sthtes; there a wall of complete si- -

lénce is ‘erected around works which
do not corréspond with the ‘Ameri-
can way of life.

“Ameérica ‘deémands the abdication
‘of the personal‘lty in favor of its con-
ventions. Besides, all the ‘political
parties stand for a discipline which
also sacrifices the man to ideological
coercion. I agree with Sartre, who
thinks that the
something by himself.

THERE 18 ‘A 'SOLUTION

“I have no ready-made solution, but
unless we are persuaded that there is
one, we will never find any. I am
against the pessimists; I have confi-
dencé in man., We need an ideology
which proposes a new definition of
the walues which have made man
‘what he is, and these values imply
in the -first placde the idea of liberty.

“I have heard politicians, chureh-
men and party leaders say: ‘Follow
mie=-I have ‘a plan to solve your prob-
lems, but it will not give you liberty
right away. Have patience, you must
struggle, you must be organized, you
must be disciplined; later you will
also have Tiberty, but. the struggle
will be long and hard.

“In my ‘opinion, libérty is indivisi-
bie; it is Acquired gradually, like
_sm_n_et!l'i.ﬁk Which dfie birys on the in-
‘dtalliment Plan. At each stage, ofie en-
joys a 1ittle ‘more Yiberty, and this
'pemnts you to carry the struggle on
more elfet:t’i%ly But it is mot Wwith
methods Which ‘abolish Tiberty that
we ‘will ‘struggle for liberty.”

7 :
Books for Germany

Fiom many parts ‘of Western Ger-
Tnany ‘we 'have received requests for
Marxist literature IN ENGLISH.
Books =nd ‘pamphlets by Trotsky,
Tenin, Mark, éte., are in urgent de-
Thand, but any Marxist works' are
needed.-Almost none of this litérature
is Bvailable at present. All books and
pantphlefs ‘tonfributed will be widely
dirculated.

Help rebuiild Germany's socialist
movernént! Send us your unused or
duplicate copies of any and all Marx-
ist literature, or any you can spare.
They HWill Be forwarded ‘immediately

‘to those who Will make good ‘use of

them.

Behd them ‘to: LABOR ACTION
(Attention: H. _fl 1dd), 4 Court Sduare,
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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A Refresher Course on Seven Months of the Truman Administration —

By JACK RANGER

Seven months have passed since
the Democratic Party, with the sup-
port of the AFL, CI1O and Railroad
Brotherhoods, won a landslide vie-
tory in the national election, and put
Harry S. Truman back in the White
House.

What cries of triumph issued from
the lips of union leaders the day
after November 2! And how sorry .is
the cold reality!

We afe here going to pass through
this experience again, in memory.
through the eyes of one union and of
one labor- leader. But it is a case
study. I+ might just as well be YOUR
union and YOUR union president, in
all probability.

Raise the curtain on 1948!

In July 1948 the Democratic Party
held its national convention in Phila-
delphia. Words never cost a politi-
cian anything, and the Democrats
adopted a high-sounding platform,
which was accepted at face value by
A. F. Whitney, president of the
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen.
The leading story in the July 117,
1948 issue of the Trainman News,
front page, is headed:

“Liberalism Is Backbone of Dem
Platform”

Blames Republicans

“In one of the convention’s major
addresses,” it is modestly reported,
“the BRT chieftain blasted the rec-
ord of the Republican-controlled
80th Congress and called for an
all-out drive by labor and liberals to

. return a progressive administration

‘backed by a progressive Congress in
the November elections.

"The Republican Congress . . . stul-
tified themselves by the enactment of
the Taft-Hartley Slave Labor Law,
which runs counter to the fundamen-
tal principles of our democratic sys-
tem. . . . It is a Republican law. [A
majority of Democratic Congressmen
voted in favor of the Taft-Hartley
measure.—J. R.1 The Republicans who
engineered this law through Congress
never fought a fair fight. . . . Labor
demands the repeal of every law that
interferes with the rights of labor
and the people.” .

The leading front-page story in

_ the September 11 issue read:

“BRT LEGISLATIVE MEN IN-
DORSE TRUMAN AND BARK-
LEY TICKET”

“UNANIMOUS VOTE  GIVEN
DURING SPECIAL SESSION IN
CLEVELAND”

“Tabors mounting support for the
Democratic Truman-Barkley ticket
was bolstered further this week as
the Brotherhoods state legislative
representatives handed it an enthu-
siastic indorsement. . . . The vigor-
ous liberal Democratie platform and
the pro-labor record of the 16 years
of Democratic stewardship were
cited by the legislative men as the
basis for their support of the Tru-
-man-Barkley team.”

“The October 16 issue carried a

front-page editorial supporting Paul -

A. Douglas, the Democratic candi-
date for Senator in Illinois, and
Stevenson, the Democratic candidate
for Illinois governor, .

“A Democratic vietory is in pros-
pect.in Illinois and the Brotherhood
is proud to give its backing to men
like Douglas and Stevenson who are

. ‘undominated’ except by a lofty aim

to serve all the people and protect
the little people,” declared the edi-
torial.

(Since taking office, Douglas has
supported a Jim Crow housing meas-
ure and recently told a UAW commit-
tee that he opposed outright repeal
of the Taft-Hartley Law.)

Backs Democrats

In the front-page story for Octo-
ber 23, President Whitney declared:

“In this election we cannot over-
look the fact that the Democratic
Party during the past 16 years has
been the one which has had the peo-
ple’s interest at heart. ... We would
be unmitigated ingrates were we not
to support the party that has done
the most for labor and the people
generally,. We are not, however,
merely following a political label. We
are backing a group that, on the
recerd, has been back of us.”

(Two years earlier, in the railroad
strike of 1946, President Truman used
the injunction weapon to break the
strike of the trainmen and the engi-
neers. At that time Whitney publicly
declared he would spend “millions™
from tHe union treasury to defeat
Truman.)

A front-page editorial in the same
jssue is entitled “Progress Versus
Republicanism” and reads in part:

“The Democrats have promised
repeal of the Taft-Hartley act, to
raise minimum wages, expand pub-
lic power facilities, provide national
health legislation, extend social se-
curity, promote adequate housing
and proper development of the coun-
try’s natural resources. They have
spelled out in specific bills: the bene-
fits they intend to bring the people.
Their record of the past 16 years is

‘one that recommends their return

to power. Certainly it is one which
the worker can point to and say that
it was ‘written in his behalf.”
Pagés 4 and b of the October 23
jssue list the congressional candi-
dates endorsed by the Brotherhood.
“Election of- these. men on Novem-

grow after the 1948 elections.”

own, a labor party.

TIME TO LEARN A LESSON!

“Next—A Labor Party!” (written before the election) was correct
when it warned that the tactic of the union leaders in tailing the old °
parties in the 1948 election would “only lead to new disappointments,
to more cries of ‘betrayal’ as the politicians whom they now label
‘qiheral’ and ‘friends of labor’ obey their real masters after elections.
“Given the tactic being followed by Murray, Green, Hutcheson, Whit-
ney & Co.,” we wrote, “it is inevitable that reaction will continue to

The reason, the pamphlet seeks to explai
downhill fast, and that big business in the United States cannot perma-
nently afford the luxury of strong unions and union wage scales, union
working rules, the luxury of civil liberties.

A review of the past seven months should be instructive to those
unionists who still believe that the: Democratic Party can be trans-
formed into a “party of the people,” or that labor can defend and
advance its political interests without building a new party of its

The events of the past few months aré recalled on this page as they
have been refiected in one of the representative union papers of teday,
the Trainmen News, official weekly publication of the Brotherhood of
Railroad Trainmen. Almost exactly the same quotations may be found
in the columns of the AFL and CIO press.

.

n. is that capitalism is going

ber 2 will insure the future of our
democratic way of life and promote
the interests of all Americans,” said
the Trainmen News.

(In the vote on repeal of the Taft-
Hartley Law in 1949, dozens of the
Congressmen endorsed by the Broth-
erhood voted AGAINST repealing or
changing the law. No less than 11
even ratted on the Wood bill.)

On November 2 the Democratic
Party won a landslide victory
throughout the nation. Let the No-
vember 6 Trainmen News describe
it:

“Labor’s Vote Does It!

“Workers Pull Dems Thru for
Great Victory r

“Union Chiefs See Triumph Peo-
ple’s Gain

“The landslide Democratic victory
throughout the nation in Tuesday’s
election was hailed by labor chief-
tains on all fronts as a smashing
win for organized working men and
women., . ..

Truman Victory Hailed

“AFL President William Green
declared the election results were an
overwhelming repudiation by the
American people ‘of. the miserable
record of the . 80th Congress. By
their votes,” Green said, ‘the Ameri-
can people have given the next ad-
ministration and 'the 81st Congress
a mandate for progressive action—
action to wipe out .the anti-labor
program of the past Congress, ac-
tion to halt rising prices, action to
build millions of new homes at.a.cost
within the reach,of the average
family, action to broaden and in-
crease social security benefits, action
to lift minimum wages. . ..’

"President Whitney . . . hailed the
election results with this statement
which was widely quoted in the na-
tion's press:

" 'The action of the people in elect-
ing Truman and Barkley and electing
o substantial majority in the Senate
and House is an outstanding victory
for labor and the masses. ...'"

The same issue also reported that
the AFL had decided not to sponsor
a new politeal party. It said that a
number of papers had recently quot-
ed AFL President Green as saying
that the pending AFL convention
would “definitely do something about
starting 4 third major U. S. political
party,” but added that, following
Truman’s election, Green had "re-
versed himself and announced that
it “would be a mistake for the AFL
to isolate itself by forming a new
party.”

“LABOR READY FOR RIGHT-
FUL ROLE IN U. S.” read the
leading story in the November 13,
1948 issue, continuing:

“As smoke from the great politi-
cal battle of 1948 cleared, one domi-
nant fact loomed above all other
considerations—that U. 8. labor had
come of age politically and was
ready to play its deserved role in
shaping the economic and social poli-
cies upon which America’s destiny
rests. That role will be typically
American, with labor influencing
government within the framework
of the existing and traditional two-
party system.

"Labor, more than any other group
or segment of the population, carried
the campaign issues to the people....
President Truman, who had the almost
unanimous support of organized labor

from .the beginning of his campaign,
was the first to acknowledge the vital
role of the workers in his victory.
'Labor did it.," he told newsmen. The
President's statement was backed up
by Senator McGrath, who as chair-
man of the Democratic national com-
mittee, had supervised the campaign,
declared: 'This is a victory for Ameri-
can labor.'"

The November 27 ‘issue of the
Trainmen News, page 3, carries a
story headed: “Dem Party Is Labor
Vehicle, Tobin Asserts,” and quotes
Secretary of Labor Maurice Tobin
as declaring, at a press conference
following his address to the AFL
convention, that “I don’t believe in
a labor party, but I would like to“see
an alignment of a conservative
party versus a liberal party.

“] feel the Democratic Party is
now the liberal party and should
serve as labor’'s vehicle. Also, the
best interests of our country will be
served by the two-party system.

"If the President campaigned on
any one issue, it certainly was that
the Taft-Hartley act must be re-
pealed. He will go to Congress with
a mandate for repeal. THERE'S NO
DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT THE ACT
WILL BE REPEALED BY MARCH 1."
{My emphasis—J. R.}

Dem Doubletalk Begins

Two weeks later, the secretary of
labor was already reneging on the
administration’s pledge for outright
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act.

“Whitney Hits Hints of T-H Com-
promise” ‘is the heading on the
front-page story, December 11,

"President Whitney this week blast-
ed newspaper propaganda out of
Washington intimating that adminis-
tration leaders are willing to accept
something less than full repeal of the
Taft-Hartley act and that a compro-
mise might be in order."

“In a telegram to -Secretary of
Labor Maurice Tobin, the Brother-
‘hood -leader charged that the ‘reac-
tionary press is attempting to cre-
ate the impression that you are su-
pervising a compromise on repeal of
the Taft-Hartley Act.

“Secretary Tobin was reminded of
the Democratic . platform which
states: ‘We advocate repeal of the
Taft-Hartley Act..

“‘Any compromise of that specific
proposal,’- President Whitney said,
‘will .be a .great gdisappointment to
the people who gave the Democrats
victory November.2.-No effort should
beé made to compromise the Taft-
Hartley law. The:-Democratic pledge
should be explicitly carried out and
the Wagner Act re-enacted.’”

The same story added that “re-
newed assurances by Vice-President-

Case Study: Labor Leaders and T-H

elect. Alben W. Barkley that the
Democratic election pledges won’t be
switched into a siding came during
a speech at Los Angeles when the
Kentuckian . . . said that not one of
the party planks adopted ,at the
Philadelphia convention ‘was writ-
ten merely for the purpose of get-
ting votes; the convention which
adopted that platform meant every
word it said. |

"On the question of repeal versus
amendment of the infamous Tafi-
Hartley Act, Senator Barkley said:
'We are committed to repeal, and to
me that doesn't mean amendment.'”

The December 25 issue, page 3,
carries a story: “Dems Determined
to Carry Out Promises, Sen Barkley
Assures Town Hall Audience.”

The story declares that “The
Democratic Party will leave no stone
unturned in carrying out its com-
mitments to the American people.

“Definite assurance that the prom- .

ises will be transformed into legis-
lative realities was given by Vice-
President-elect Barkley. . . . The
Taft-Hartley law is definitely on the
way out, Senator Barkley said. ‘The
Democratic platform pledged itself
to its repeal because we felt, and
now feel, that the law was harsh and
unnecessary and that it undertook
and succeeded in withdrawing essen-
tial rights of labor organizations.
"It would be unthinkable that the
incoming administration would not
recommend, and that the Congress
would not pass an act repealing the

Taft-Hartley law, and | look for that
to be one of the first efforts of the

new Congress to carry out its pledges
to the people.'”

Nothing Happened

“Solons’ Task: Interpreting Nov.
Election” reads the lead story in the
January 1, 1949 issue. “Have the
congressmen caught the significance
of the Nov. 2 balloting and will they
take it to heart?” asks Whitney's
paper. “Labor expects that they will
and bases its hopes on the fact that
a MAJORITY OF THE LEGISLA-
TORS WERE ELECTED ON THE

,LIBERAL PLATFORM OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY.” (My em-
phasis—J. R.)

Whitney himself had a signed ar-
ticle on the front page telling his
members that “I am able now to tell

* of a much more hopeful future fac-

ing . us. . The _Administration we
backed has been returned. Our can-
didates for Congress were victori-
ous.”

The issue further quoted Whitney

" as stating that “Labor’s first major

objective is repeal of the Taft-Hart-
ley Aect and enactment of a labor
law that will insure justice., .. The

s

Truman Dumping Repeal--

(Continued from page 1)
so-called friend of labor in the White
House says and what he does! Would
AFL President William Green still
say, as he did in Cleveland on May
17: “The president has not let us down
in any way"?

WHAT WILL THEY TAKE?

There has been rumor a-plenty that
labor leaders too are willing to delay
labor legislation, make it an election
issue for 1950, and hope for a more
pro-labor Congress then. However,
these rumors are not borne out by
the statements of CIO and AFL lead-
ers.. Not only do labor leaders seem
to seek positive action on labor legis-
lation, but since the Wood bill was
referred back to committee some
three weeks ago, they have indicated

the ‘extent to which they are willing’

to yield on their original position.

In a letter by CIO General Counsel
Goldberg to the congressional labor
committees, he redffirms the deter-
mination of ‘the CIO to obfain repeal
of T-H and to get the administration
Thomas - Lesinski bill passed. How-
ever, the determination weakens in
the ‘course of the letter, as evidenced
in the following paragraph:

“In stating our position on the
Thomas-Lesinski bill, which we con-
tinue to support, the CIO is not
maintaining an unrealistic attitude of
utopian perfectionism. We are mind-
ful that in the legislative process
there is room for alferation in any

bill—particularly one dealing with so
complex a problem as labor relations.
But we stand solidly against any
changes which impinge on basic prin-
ciplés, such as the use of injunctions
to break strikes.”

- Throughout the letter emphasis is
placed on opposition to any legisla-
tive provision for anti-labor injunc-
tions. However, nothing specific is
said about what alieration the CIO
will stand for. )

STRIKEBREAKING GREEN LIGHT

The AFL, on the other hand, has
been more outspoken and probably
also voices the extent of the compro-
mise that CIO leaders are willing {o
make. AFL President Green, inter-
viewed in Cleveland, where top AFL
leaders and the administrative com-
mittee of Labor’s League for Political
Action have recently been in confer-
ence, openly stated that the AFL
leaders would go along with the pro-
posal to permit government seizure of
struck plants.

Green would agree “to authorize
the government to cope with national
emergency walkouts by taking pos-
session of strikebound plants for a
thirty-day period”—so A. H. Raskin
reports in the New York Times of
May 18. But the AFL, like the CIO,
is opposed to injunction provisions in
labor legislation. ’ )

Here, then, is the major compromise
labor leaders are willing to make—
indeed so major a compromise that it

City Machines--

(Continued from page 1

of his support from within the ma-
chine itself.

But to say that the record-smashing
turnout of 91 per cent of .the eligible
voters was inspired solely by the con-
flicting aspirations of two political
bosses is to misread every political
sign of the times. The people want
and expect more than the substitu-
tion of one corrupt machine for an-
other. _

Blighted with the traditional Amer-
jcan respect for ‘“practical” politics,

Jersey City voters had refused to
L

support individual reformers who at-
tempted single - handed to topple
Hague. Instead, they waited for a
split in the regime itself. Now that
Hague has lost his grip, Kenny will
find it difficult to reimpose the .cor-
rupt pattern of bossism on the city.

The significance of both elections
lies primarily in the vigor and en-
thusiasm of the voters. They are cast-
ing about, in their own way, for a
political solution of their problems.
In' this ferment, this willingness to
seek a changeg, lies the prime oppor-
tunity for a labor party.

is'hard to believe even the tradition-
ally compromising AFL leadership is
willing to make it. For when has it
happened that the seizure of struck
plants has not been a strike-breaking
device? It has been and will be a ruse
to get strikers back to work on the
old conditions, ostensibly for the gov-

ernment, which ' proceeds to make
profits for the plant owners—all, of
course, in an absolutely unbiased way.

Does the rank and file of organized
labor know that its leadership is will-
ing to approve such a strikebreaking
provision, and what does the rank
and file have to say about it?

Drive on FE Flops - -

(Continued from page 1)

It is not so easy to come in from the
outside and take over a plant that
has been organized by another union
which has the in-plant machinery and
past practices to go by. It.can be done
but, as LABOR "ACTION warned
when the 'drive first got under way,
it cannot be done 8élely by shouting
“Support CIO policy” and “reds.”

Another thing most clearly brought
out by the McCormick election is that
the Negro worker is fed up with the
Democratic Party’ 'In Chicago they
have seen the Carey amendment
against segregation in housing beaten
by the intervention of the so-called
progressive Mayor Kennelly; they
have seen the spectacle of the fili-
buster against civil rights, These and
the poor publicity of UAW contrib-
uted to the fact that they did not get
the support of the Negro workers,
which was essential to victory.

The UAW tried to defend the fact
that there is not an elected Negro in
the national office, but did not even
mention the fact that a Negro brother
is a trustee elected at the last con-
vention and that there are more Ne-
gro representatives negotiating for
UAW plants than:there are officers,
representatives and office girls in the
entire FE. . ; i
. The. red-baiting boomeranged on
the UAW in Charles City. Here was"
a small town in Iowa and. the mere
charge of “Communists” served to
make these people more loyal to FE.
Of course the goon “squad that got
Oliver workers aroused to drive the
UAW organizers out of town was or-
ganized by the FE halchetman, John
Watkins, but it could never have suc-
ceeded had the UAW not participated
in such a stupid red-baiting campaign.

The campaign of FE in all these
elections was also on a low level
They lied about the GM escalator

.

clause, sent phony telegrams at the
last moment about seniority, invented
fake stories about UAW and peddled
them for good coin. They slandered
UAW supporters within the shop,
threatened, cajoled and bought off as
many as they could.

"The Daily Worker retailed stories
about the huge outlay of money that
UAW spent but the Stalinists won't
talk about the money poured out by
FE. The president of the McCormick
local walked around with fistfuls of
bills as evidence of what could be
done for the guy who acts right. Full-
page ads, sound frucks—nothing was
spared.

The UAW rank and file in the farm-

implement plants supported the mer-
ger drive precisely because in Inter-
national Harvester the cumpan'y:has
always played one union off against
another. It worked again this year
when the “militant” FE.signed a re-
newal of its contract without a single
change. UAW’s negotiations start on
June 23 and already the company is
trying to get the UAW locals to sign
one at a time along FE's lines.

The Harvester workers need unity.
The CIO executive beard decision
will not solve the problem because it
has been known for some time (and
Earl Browder has also reported) that
arrangements for FE entry into the
United Mine Workers are practically
worked out.

This writer ventures the opinjon
that the solution, hard as it may
seem, is to begin now to contact those
militants within FE who are not Sta:
linist and work with them to throw
off the yoke of Fielde, Oakes & Com=
pany, to effect a merger on sound
democratic trade-union principles. It
is the most difficult road, but merger

‘must come; and at this time that

seems to be the 'only road of success
possible.

old Wagner act should be re-enacted
and Congress should start from
there.” i

So the new administration took of-
fice, including the labor-backed ma-
jority in the House and Senate. Weeks
passed. Nothing happened. Scores of
Congressmen elected with the fervent
support of the Whitneys, the Greens,
the Murrays, showed unmistakably
that they had no intention of carry-
ing out ANY of the Democratic plat-
form pledges. . )

The union.rank and file were be-
coming increasingly restless, eritical
of the Democrats and critical of the
union leaders who had urged them
to vote for Democratic politicians.

The Railroad Trainmen devoted
less and less space to the Washing-
ton scene. Finally, no longer able to
remain silent, Whitney’s paper be-
gan to cry that labor had been
tricked.

Congress Score# Zero

“Congress ‘Renegades’ Hit by
Fres. Whitney” is the title of a
front-page story in the March 26
issue, which quotes Whitney as pro-
posing that labor map plans to “re-
tire” in 1950 congressional “rene-
gades to the people’s cause,” who are
blocking enactment of President
Truman’s Fair Deal program.

“We'll have to give the backward
boys the same treatment that many
former members of the 80th Con-
gress received who flaunted the
workers,” piped Whitney.

The Trainmen suddenly discovered,
as reflected in another front-page
story in the same issue, that "Turn-
coat Dems Had Fingers in T-H Birth."
(There had been not one word said
during the campaign of the fact that
a MAJORITY of Democratic Con-
gressman had voted FOR the Tafi-
Hartley Act.)

Finally, in the April 9 issue, the
leading front-page story summed up
the sad reality of the second Truman
administration, after all the grandi-
ose boasts of the “labor statesmen”
during and immediately after th
1948 election. ;

H“CONGRESS LABOR SCORE
AFTER 3 MONTHS IS ZERO.

“Not One Dem Plank Is Law Due
to: GOP and Dixieerat Opposition.”

The above subheading is a lie, de-

signed to cover up the fact that a
number of Northern Democrats elect-
ed with labor backing had repudiated
their: pledges ;40 support legislation
demanded by the union movement.
+ “The first :three months: of - the
81st. :Congress; have been. a painful
disappointment to those who thought
they won an election last Nov 2,”
whined Whitney’s paper.

“Not one major plank of the Dem-
ocratic platform has become law and
the. coalition of Republicans and
Dixiecrats which blocked rules re-
form in the Senate shows signs:of
staying alive to fight Taft-Hartley
repeal and other liberal legislation.”

The story quoted William Green
as expressing the pious sentiment
that “Congress is moving altogether
too slowly . . . but we are still hope-
ful and optimistic that ultimately
we will get what we are asking for.”

"Asked whether the White House
has brought enough pressure on Con-
gress for the Fair Deal, Mr. Green
said it has "done oll it can.'"

Despite this patent demonstration
that it is hopeless for the labor
movement to gain expression for its
hopes and needs through the capital-
ist-dominated Democratic Party,
Whitney still supports "the party
that, for the umteenth time, has be-
trayed its labor supporters. '

The April 16 issue of his sheet
has a story on the recent convention
of the Americans for Democratic
Action, headed: “Dem Party Is Lib-
erals’ Best Bet, ADA Told.”

In the same issue, Whitney
changes his approach to the Demo-
cratic Congressmen who were turn-

-ing their back on their campaign

pledges.

“There are a number of new sen-
ators and representatives who de-
sire to do the right thing and some
appear to be confused because of the
propaganda that is being spread by
the Big Money interests to retain
the Taft-Hartley law,” Whitney is
quoted as stating. He “scored” lib-
erals who were predicting that the
81st Congress would not repeal the
anti-labor law. :

The April 28 issue carried a new
prediction by Labor Secretary To-
bin, whose batting average in the

predicting game was still exactly
Zero.

“Secretary Tobin Predicts Early
Repeal of T-H”

“The Truman labor bill- will be.
law before long,” the story runs.

(Note the reference to the Truman
labor bill. Both Truman and the labor
feaders had long ago given up the
fight for re-enactment of the Wagner
act and were now backing a weasel-
worded bill that would retain many
of the worst features of the T-H
law.)

“Expressing great confidence that
the measure repealing the iniquitous
Taft-Hartley law and bringing back
the Wagner act with a few neces-
sary amendments would be enacted,
‘Labor Secretary Tobin said the ad-
ministration bill would be approved
‘without substantial ¢hange.’

*And what is the basis for this con-
fidence? Indication of the Truman
measure's success stems from a Labor
Department canvass, Mr. Tobin de-
clared. ... . The administration bill,
Mr. Tobin declared, would clear the
House by May 1 after several days of
debate.” | .|

_May 1 passed -and it was all too
clear that the Democratic majorify
in control of the House and Senate
was NOT going to pass even the
ggllnlninistration’s watered-down labor .

ill.

Whitney Crawls

.The April 30 issue blossoms out
with a ‘front-page editorial signed
by Whitney, entitled: “Congress

- WILL Do Its Job for Nation.”

His threats and blusters had had
no effect. Neither had his kind words
about some new Congressmen hav-
ing been “confused” by big-business
propaganda.

Now Whitney was crawling.

“Most members of Congress are
hard-working, honest, respectable
gentlemen, who have a desire to be
faithful to their trust,” he writes.
“They wish to deal fairly with labor,
with the farmer, with industry, and
to vote for what they believe to be
best for all people. .. .

“The Brotherhood of Railroad
Trainmen prides itself in knowing
something about human nature, and
its representatives will not partici-
pate in a campaign of high pressure
or false propaganda in an attempt
to deceive or mislead any member of
Congress. The membership of the
Brotherhood enjoys the respect and
confidence of most members of Con-
gress, and it proposes to retain this
confidence and respect by treating
the members of Congress with- dig-
nity and by furnishing such infor-
mation as will be helpful to them in
determining matters placed before
them,” ete., ete.

Were there a labor party in the
United States, organized by and
based upon the union movement, la-
bor-party representatives in Wash-
ington would not have to be threat-
ened or whined to or fawned upon in -
order to induce them t#o carry out
labor's program.

Instead such labor-party Con-
gressmen would be in the thick of
the vanguard of the fight, giving the
green light to Ilabor’s program,
arousing the people, organizing mass
action all over the nation and espe-
cially in Washington itself, to see
that labor’s program was enacted.

How many times must labor have
to repeat its experience with the
two old capitalist-dominated boss
parties, before it learns that NOTH-
ING can be gained through playing
ball with them?

In the summer of 1948 there was
widespread demand in labor’s ranks
that it organize a new nation-wide
labor party, independent of the two
old parties. Whitney & Co. managed
to “sidetrack that demand in’' favor
of Truman:and his crew of blather-
skites. On November 3 a lot, of lib-
erals and labor leaders thought they
had been devilishly clever.

Developments of the past seven
months have shown that the really
clever people, and the recipients of
all of labor's campaign sacrifices, were
the Democratic politicians and big
business, whose interests the Demo-
crats have joined the Republicans in
protecting.

Whitney & Co. are bankrupt.
They have lost their right to hand

“down political directives to the ranks

of organized labor. It is time to re-
vive the movement for a national
independent labor party.

ity with democratic freedoms.”

T-H Law.

bill (termed by Philip

" IT WON'T SAVE FACE FOR THEM!

The CIO News for May 9 contains a letter from Jack Kroll,
director of PAC, congratulating himself and PAC supporters that
“of the 168 people supported by PAC and elected to the House on

. November 2, 1948, only five broke faith with their constituents and

voted for the Wood bill. This,” said Kroll, “demonstrates that, with
these five exceptions, our course last November was chosen wisely
and that political action, when-applied, works.”

But alas, the Taft-Hartley Law is still on the books, and, as Kroll
modestly concludes, “we have not yet won the war for economic secur-

But the vote on the Wood bill, though “right," is hardly a decisive
test of the pro-labor firmness of the PAC-supported Congressmen, all
of whom, presumably, were pledged to work for outright repeal of the

The five PAC-supporﬁd House members who voted for the Wood

urray “more vicious than” the T-H Law)
included three Democrats—Carlyle (N. C.), Gregory (Ky.), and
Willis (La.), and two Republicans—Hoffman (I}.) and Ford (Mich.).
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