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NEW YORK, Sept. 20—Red, white,
and blue funtmg, four feet wide,

. circles the balcony at the convention
of the National Maritime Union. Joe
Curran has been able to wrap the
hall in a flag but he cannot do quite
the same with the union.

What happens next in the NMU
hinges on several proposed constitu-
tional changes and these in turn. re-
quire a two-thirds vote. As the ses-
sions enter their second week, Cur-
ran holds a comfortable majority
but the decisive two-thirds wriggles
out of his grip. . ‘

He waited impatiently for five
days to present his first resolution,
in order first to whip the delegates
into the proper frame of mind. All
convention committees were solidly
packed with Curran supporters ex-
cept the credentials committee, so
that it was a simple matter for the

Curran Plan for
As Convention Defeats Steamroller

resolutions committee, undisturbed
by the presence of a single opposition
representative, to rig up a little

. stage-play on Monday.

First crack out of the box it resolved
to condemn the "lackeys of Soviet
foreign policy” for pledging their
support to the "Red Army" in the
event "of an armed conflict between
the Soviet Union and their native
country." And it concluded: "We will
defend our country against any enemy
including the Soviet Union."

The issue is simple, said Curran:
Will you defend the soil you live on

~and your families against Russian

invasion? . . . we're damned happy
to live in America . , . anyone who
says he prefers to live in Russia iz
a hypocrite.

CURRAN CALLS FOR JA-NEIN

He insisted on a roll call. Every
delegate, including aliens and for-

As Opposition Fights Against Communist Party

UE Leaders Carry Split Motion at Convention

CLEVELAND, Sept. 21 (By telephone
to LABOR ACTION)—The Stalinist
administration of the United Elec-
trical Workers this afternoon pre-.
sen}ed to the convention a resolu-
tion which apparently embodies the
CP!s formuja for their spht from the
CIO. Cast as d motion against raid-
ing and inveighing against the UAW,
James Carey and the national CIO,
the motion demands that the CIO
gwe the UE assurances against. in-
terference unﬂer the thréat that, if
sugh’ assurances are mnot given, the
UE's per-capita tax will be withheld.

/Phe debate:thaténsiicd -was over

the question of secession-and a split
and not primarily about raiding, how-
ever. James -Carey, leader of the UE
opposition, -asked President Fitzger-
ald what he would do, as a vice-pres-
ident of the CI0, if his union with-
held its tax. The latter stated that he
would support, the union’s action. All
statements by the Fitzgerald-Matles-
Emspak . leadership. .indicated. that
they would depend upon the per-cap-

ita tax gambit to force the CIO to
throw them out, rather than walk
out themselves.

A rolleall vote on the motion cut
down the .administration’s majority
as compared with yesterday but it
was carried—2321 1o 1504.

The development was inlerpreled
by most oppositionists to mean that
the main task of the anti-Stalinisls
after the convention would have to
be. t¢' organize the CIO forces in the
union for the impending split.

. By approximately the same voie of
3L02 which has held through the

convention;- the presept Fitzgerald- -

Matles Emspak leadership was re-
elected to office, There is general ex-
pectation that the split, which the
Stalinist leadership has obviously de-
cided to consummate, will likely take
place around the national CIO con-
vention in October.
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By ALBERT GATES
CLEVELAND, Sept. 20—For the first
fime in the long history of the Stalin-

M

uign-born workers, had to step to the
microphone, call off his own name,
and state whether he would “defend
his country.” The complete roll is to
be printed and available for all cur-
iosity seekers.

Four hundred eighty-eight dele-
egates voted “yes.” That is not sur-
prising. But 56 delegates voted “No”
and 53 others abstained. One hun-
dred and nine seamen, men who wiil
work under military discipline if war

comes, refused to answer the bugle

call and read out their names. This
was the courageous act, not of “Rus-
sians” or Stalinists, but of honest
men who do not think that all ques-
tions can be settled by playing an
anthem.

Are you a patriotic American or a
Russian spy? Curran was eager fo
divide the convention along that line
and speed through his whole program
while the delegates were still in a

ist domination of the United Electri-
cal, Radio & Machine Workers of
America, a formidably organized op-
position came to the 14th convention
with' ‘the: purpose of ousting the in-
cumbent administration.

Still , loosely organized, inexperi-
enced, lacking complete clarity in its
struggle, and inarticulate when com-
pared to .the well-organized and
%mooth functioning machine in pow-

. the opposition was fighting {rom
I.hL start of the convention.

Even though it seems appan:nt-thal. ’

they cannot win now, the events of

Ahe st twe days.show that the Sta-

linists are not invincible and can be
beaten with a decent program, good
organization and a will to fight.

.The .sharp division of .the union
was' evident from the start when it
became clea¥ that unlike the normal

procedure at: other conventions,: the
old officers retained the chair and
determined how the convention

should be organized. They patked all.
(Continued on page 4)

Steel Workers Face Hard Battle

To Win Pensions, Other Demands

By SUSAN GREEN

SEPT. 20—The genéral optimism for
a settlement .in steel which:prevailed
upon the release’ of the recommenda-
tions of the .president’s fact-finding
board has changed to gloom as the,
United States Steel Corporation
blasts the findings of the board and
calls themn “revolutionary.”

The erux of the matter is that Big

Steel refuses to finance anvinsurance.

and pension plan for the workers and
insists that the workers also con-

tribute to the ‘fund.’ Benjamin Fair-.

less, president of United States Steel,
lotidly takes issue with the board “on
the grounds of costs as well as of
principle.,” He is sguealing because
all the steel companies together
would have to lay out some $200,000,-
000 a year—according to his figures—
for this purpose, companies which to-
gether will have made nearly a bil-
lion dollars of profits in 1949.
Unyielding in his “principle” that
the companies will not part with any
of .their profits'in the interest of the
workers and will pass on to the con-
sumer any increases paid 1o workers,
Fairless coniends that such an out-
lay by the industry would add at least
$3.00 to the,price of a ton of steel and
“would have the same inflationary
effect on prices, that the board itself
warned against when it rejected the
union's request for
wage. increase,”

SAYS WORKERS LIKE TO PAY

In other words, the board's decision

in slashing the union’s package de-
mand for a 30-cent-an-hour increase
to a mere 10-cent increase, and the
union’s immediate acceptance of this

obviously unfavorable recommenda-

tion, have emboldened rather than
placated the bosses of the steel in-
dustry.

As of this writing, Cyrus S. Ching,
director of the Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Service. is trying to
pave the way for collective bargain-
ing between the companies and the
union so that the one millien steel

workers of the country will not start .

their strike on September 25, On the

a_ fourth-round

morning of Seplember 20 the situa-
tion is that Philip Murray has again
affirmed the union's position that
further bargaining must be based on
an acceptance of the non-contribu-
tory principle recommended by the
board, while Big Steel's stitement to
Ching has not yet been made public.
In the nonsensical verbiage liber-
ally distributed by the‘ steel com-
panies is thls gem from Charles R.
Hook;  thairman of * Armco -Steel
Company: “As a result of my expe-
rience and contacts of many .years
with a very large number of Amer-
ican workmen, I' am convinced that
they do not want to be fully relieved
by others of the duty of providing
for themselves and their families.”

And along the same lines spoke
Clarence B. Randall, president of In-
land Steel, undoubtedly in his best
Fourth of July manner: “In a free
America no man should be fully re-
lieved by others of the duty of pro-
viding for his future and that of his
family.”

‘SAUCE FOR THE GOOSE

Philip Murray met this hypoeritical
palaver head on. “The*sleel indus-
try,” he said, “is coldly preparing to
force: a sirike upon "the nation on
what it contends is a matter of prin-
ciple: whether pensions and social
insurance should be jointly paid for.
Official . records filed by these same
sieel eompanies with the SEC show
that the matter becomes one of prin-
«ciple only where the steel worker is
cencerned, because officials of the
steel -industry will receive very sub-
stantial pensions entirely paid by in-
dustry.

“A study of the steel companies’
own official statements, filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission,
is truly an exposé of the inconsistent
position of the steel industry. It re-
solves itself to this: For an official
of a company to receive a pension
paid for solely by the company is a
good thing. For the workers to re-
ceive the same benefits is a ‘loss of
his freedom.’”

Murray pointed out that the United

Slates Steel Corporation will pay 1o
Irving 8. Olds, chairman of its board,
to E. M. Voorhees, chairman of its
finance committee, and to Benjamin
F. Fairless, its president; $50.,000. edch
at the age of 65, with 'no contribution
from these three freedom-loving gen-
tlemen who are quite content with
the arrangement.

Among other
cials who have-

steel company: offi-
ample pensions

~awaiting them, \wthout con;nbutmq

one cent themselves, are Arthur B.
Homer, pres;dent of Bethlehem, down

“Yor $11,460 a year, and thirteen otHer

Bethlehem officials, down for lesser
amounts, Hiland G. Batcheller, presi-
dent of Allegheny-Ludlum Steel, who
declared that non-contributory social
insurance  and pensions for steel
workers are ‘“definitely socialistie,”
will be. retired at 65 on a $40,000 a
yvear compensation with nd contribu-
tions from him. For the steel ‘work-
ers, however, to receive a $1200 re-
tirement pension as recommended by
{Continued on page 4)

Purge Loses

state of semi-hypnosis. The officials
around Curran are men who yester-
day were members of the Communist
Party and who. made the union a play-
thing of Russian foreign policy. They
now make yp an officialdom which
seeks to expel "Communists" from the
union. .

They want to revamp the whole
constitution to make it easy to throw
out all crities; they hope to dispense
with ‘the Honest Ballot Association;

’ they want to supervise all electlons

through  hand-picked = committees
chosen by the top dfficialdom and
not elected in each port by the rank
and file. They pmpose,sto “American-
ize"” the union by thto\yl’nﬂ' out aliens
to provide jobs for citizens.

This platform drives toward .en-
trenching a bureaucratic machine
protecting its dominafiion by the ex-
pulsion of critics. Problems of jobs,

(Continued on page 4)
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Control Over CIO Electrical Workers—

British Cut Pounc
. Demand, Place
Burden on Labor

To U.
New

By STEWART PITT
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With accompanying headlines reminiscent of the frightened days of ﬂle '30s, Sir Stafford
Cripps announced this week that the British pound would henceforth be valued at $2.80 as
against the rate of $4.03 to which it had been legally pegged these last few years. The reper-
cussions are not yet over but in the immediate wake of the announcement 23 nations already
have been forced to revalue their currencies. France has declared that the British declaration is
"a trade-war rate for competition in international markets” and has appealed to Italy, Belgium
and Holland to form a currency union in retaliation.

Almost the very next moment after the Cripps announcement, voices of pessln_mm became
dominant. While the full effects of this measure will not be known for months at the least, there
is on every hand questioning as to whether it can actually decrease the gap between the dollar
and the pound. Strangely enough, the blackest opinions come from England. Instead of jubilation

Stalinists Win in First Test Vote:

By MARY BELL

CLEVELAND, Sept. 20—The first test
vote—2376.55 to 1464.21 or 61 per cent
against 39 per cent—obtcurred on the
second day of the UE .convention, on
the collective bargaining. resolution.
This was less than the Carey leader-
ship had of'ﬁcially tourited on in its
estimate to the anpostiisk cancus. But

it coincided with the guesses of the

militant wing of the opposition which"
had been pressing for a firm, pro-
grammatic line against the UE lead-
ership and understood the shorfcom-
ings of their own caucus,

The loosely organized, wavering
opposilion, in the expression of James
Carey,.ranged “all the' way from' zero
10 .pear-communism:” The zero end

-of the caucus had its way at firsl.

While the Stalinists thrust forward
their pro-Russian line with a pseudo-
militant policy; the opposition leaders
at first reacted with crude expres-
sions of Americanism. Their dull and
uninspired fight on the first day ol
the sessions would convince anyone
that “Americanism” is not enough to
defeat Stalinism,

A reaction took place after the first
day. Those who wanted to hit the
Stalinists programatically and prin-
cipledly appeared to have won out.
The transformation was overwhelm-
ing on .the second day. of the conven-
tion. The offensive was in the hands
of the opposition. The debate was on
issues, contracts, pensions, conditions.

[ ] (3

. 'CP! HACK MUZZLED

The' test was dramatically precipi-
tatéd. "James Matles,
“big wheel” of the: UE leadership,

* who ,was the reporter on the collec-

tive bargaining resolution, had the
floor in summary against the wvigor-
ous campaign the opposition had
waged all day. .

Forced to admit the contract gains
of Sperry Local 450, an opposition lo-
cil, he tried to take credit for them.
The' spirited opposition broke off his
speech with boos and jeers. Fitzger-
ald could not restore order and Mat-
les, his tail between his legs, never
completed his summary.

URW Takes First Step
To Organize Unemployed

A "highly significant development
in the labor movement is taking
place. The United Auto Workers,
CIO, has started to organize the un-
employed.

The UAW is beginning in Muske-

gon, an important foundry center,

where some 24 per cent of the work-
ers are unemployed. The purpose of
the new unemployed union will be,
according to the Michigan CIO News,
to “collectively bargain and obtain
for the unemployed their rights at
relief offices, unemployment compen-
sation, workmen's compensation and

other goveinment offices. They will

also handle seniority grievances aris-

ing out of any rehiring which may

oceur.”
Similar

unemployed unions or

i ]

leagues will be organized in other
distress areas. Though so far Detroit
has escaped serious unempleyment, it
is expected that this is not' far off
and the UAW will be prepared to do
*what it can when it arises.

This action on the part of the UAW
highlights the problems now being
faced by .an increasing number of
unions. The Stalinists have already
been moving into the field of unem-
ployed organization.

If the union movement should con-
linue to ignore the pressing needs of
this growing section of our popula-
tion, it would be grist to the Stalinist
mill. The UAW, the most alert and
progressive of the large unions,
shows how' to take fhe leadership
away from the Stalinists.

CP whip and,

Minority Tightens for All-Out Fight

Filzgerald shouted, “Do you waunt
the vote now?" Spearheaded by Dis-
triet 4 delegates, the opposition final-
ly forced the first vote of the con-
vention.

It was a new expel ience for James
Matles.

OBSERVERS UNWELCOME

As one might have expectéei 4he-

cpnventlon organized by the Stalin-

“ist leadership, was the best policed

convention ih the entire CIO. It was
the toughest convention for visitors,
too, including first and foremost UE
oppositionists or unseated UE dele-
gates who wanted to get into the
gallery.

Only a small sectlon which could
accommodate 'about 200 visitors was
made available. The rest, which
¢ould held 5,000, was roped off and
policed by sergeants-at-arms. Even a
union card from a brother CIO union
could not get visitors in, and a daily
passport was necessary for others.

But unquestionably this is the most
democratic convention ever held by
the UE, solely on account of the fact
that the first big organized opposition
{o the Fitzgerald-Matles-Emspak ma-
chine is fighting. One proof: the LA-
BOR ACTION reporter had a mini-
mum of red tape getting to the press
table.

Chairman Fitzgerald ‘was only re-
luctantly democratic. He violated the

(Continued on page 4)

over a measure which is intend-

ed to increase exports to the

United States, there is gloomy
foreboding. Among the work-
ers there is uncertainty and
confusion.

Will devaluation be an open sesame
to the American market? It is ex-
tremely unlikely. So long as U. S. pro-
ductivity is overwhelmingly higher
than Britain's, the latter can hardly
hope to compete successfully. Fur-
thermore, it is doubtful if Congress
would substantially reduce the high
customs barrier. For just as Eng-
land resists every attempt of others
to enter her imperial market, the U.
S. will resist such efforts in the do-
mestic market here.

Reduced sterling value can have
meaning for increased exports only
if the cost of producing these ex-
ports”is cut. Obviously if it still

cbsts more to produce, then while the
value of each pound will be less, it

mll cost more pounds to produce the
same item. How are these costs to be
cut? In the answer to this question
is to be found the key to the policy
of devaluation.

VOICE OF AMERICA

A mere twelve days before his
fateful announcement, Sir Stafford
Cripps had announced to the House
of Commons for the twelfth time in
twenty months that devaluation was
out of the guestion. He had stated
emphatically: “No one need fear de-
valuation of our currency in any cir-
cumstances.” The day after his re-
turn from Washington he announced
the new exchange rate.

Something had altered the situs-
tion. Whether or not Cripps’ asser-
tion that the decision was taken be-
forehand is literally accurate is un-
important. At best it is ingenuous,
For as the correspondent of the New
York Times put it: “The voice was
the voice of Siy Stafford but the
words were the words of American
economic and: financial observers who
have been saying for 18 months that.

MORE—
See "What Devaluation
Means to British”
on page 2

British costs and prices were too
high.”

Devaluation means a cut in real
wages in spite of Cripps’ claim that
it will not. Britain Imports the bulk
of her food and ‘most of her wheat
must come from deollar areas. Bread
is more then ever hefaro the basic
food around which the worker's mo-
notonous austerity diets are - built.
Since more pounds will have to_ be
paid for imports, the price of bread
and most other foods is ‘due to rise.

As it is, many unions have ‘been

planning to demand wage incressés

and now the pressute from the rapnks :
will - rise-as - living stahdarda-are-
threatened. Yet if -wages go. up: this
means increased costs-nullifying: the
effects of devaluation, Thus devalua- -
tion is a device for passing. the cost .
of the crisis on to the.workers. For
while prices of necessities wlll\rrse, .
every effort will be made to keep -
wages stagnant. This was made
abundantly clear at the recent na-.
tional congress of the British trade
unions where the leadership pushed
through it$ wage-freeze ipolicy be-
fore it made known-its intention of
cutting the pound’s- value, This is
the way in which costs can be cut
for the increase of exports.

The Labor government is in the po-
sition of bitterly opposing any at-
tempt by the unions to defend them-
selves in this situation. This consti-
tutes one of the victories of American
policy, for the gap in dollars is to be
paid by the working class,

The Labor government ig in dan-
ger of defeat as a result. Its popular-
ity among all classes. is certain to
fall. Above all, in its attempts to re- -
strict union demands it will under-

(Continued on page 2)

SYL Scores Success in Camp-School

Socialist Youth Encumpmenf Big Si'ep Toward Bunldmg Strong League

GENOA CITY, Wis., Sept. 19—There
are no two ways about it: the Social-
ist Youth League's summer camp,
just concluded, was a terrific success.
The encampment—firsl of its kind
for the SYL—was infused with a real
spirit of socialist education and com-
radeship, evidence in the social as
well as the many educational features
of the camp.

The Wisconsin camp, held from
September 11 to 18, was actually a
well organized school, where classes
and polilical discussions did not in-

' terfere with:but enhanced the con-
" vivial atmosphere which assured the

success of the planned and sponta-

+ ;neous. social life. The ‘educational ac-

tivities, ranging from “bull sessions”
to classes, took up an average of five
hours a day. ' i

The bulk of the educational pro-
gram was made up by a series of
classes led by Hal Draper, editor of
LABOR ACTION, and lectures given
by Max Shachtman, national chair-
man of the Indepeiident Socialist
League. Comrade Draper began - the
program with a lecture on the Marx-
ist Theory of History. This lecture
was followed by four others on the
trends in modern-day capitalism- and
Stalinism.

The last in the series of classes, a
lecture on Socialist Policy and the
Third World War, was led by Com-
rade Shachiman.

In addition to the class, there was
a lecture on Titoism by Draper, lec-

tures by Shdchlman on Lessons of
the Russian Revolution and a report
on his recent trip to Europe, a lec-
ture by Gerry McDermott on the
United Mine Workers, and “bull ses-
sions” led by Draper and Julie Falk.
The educational program was round-
ed out over the concluding weekend
of the camp with a lecture by Jerzy
Gliksman, author of “Tell the West”
and a survivor of a Russian slave-
labor camp, on Slave Labor in Rus-
sia, and a symposium on Perspectives
for the American Labor Movement.
The above list of lectures and
classes and the discussion period fol-
lowing each was as impressive in fact

" as it sounds. Interest in all the topics

ran high, and the attendance from
the first to the concluding cducatlonal
feature was maintained.

Imposing as the educational activi-
ties were, they were still not an ob-
stacle to a well-rounded group social
life. There were campfires and a
weenie roast, skits and. singing, pino-
chle and bridge, volleyball and other
ball games.

PLAN FOR NEXT CAMP

The attendance at the camp was
forty for the whole week, mostly
friends and members of the SYL,
swelled to about 85 over the week-
end by a large influx of ISL com-
rades (and {families) from nearby
Chicago. The attendance would have
been even higher had it been possible
to hold the camp a month earlier dur-
ing the summer heat and sufficiently

ahead of college registration. At the
camp were youth and student com-
rades from all parts of the country:
New York, Chicago, /Detroit, Cleve-
land, St. Louis, California, West Vir-
ginia, Philadelphia, Newark.

-The camp was a political event for
the SYL and not merely for ils edu-
cational value; it was the best (and
pleasantest) evidence that the Social-
ist Youth League is developing into
a real national youth organization, It
proved this to both non-members and
members who were present, The SYL
National Committec met dt the camp
and unanimously agreed that an im-
portant objective of the SYL for the
nexi year will be the organization of
a ten-day camp next summer which
would devote three of the days to
the proceedings ‘of a first national
chnvention of the Socialist Youth
League. This year’s camp was suffi-
cient proof that a gnﬁec-ssful camp
can be organized next Year and that
the membership of the SYL would
continue to grow to the point which
will necessitate convening a national
convention,

No report, not even asprief one, on
the camp would be worth printing it
it did not include a special commen-
dation to the Chicago SYL unit. The
Chicago youth comrades were the
organizers of the camp and the
smoothness with which'the 8imp op-
erated was largely due to the seri-

ousness and efficiency of the Chica
SYL e
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By HAL DRAPER

“The rather crudely staged trial of
Laszlo Rajk in Budapest, aping the
the performances in Moscow under
Vishinsky with the skill of a high
school adaptation of a Broadway play,
has been held solely for the purpose
of “p'roving" and dramatizing the
Cominform’s main propaganda line
against Tito. But the main thing it
proves. is that Moscow's fear of the
spread of Titoism in East Europe is
at a.new high level.

"It was with this consideration in
mind that we pointed out, four weeks
ago in LABOR ACTION, that the
Rajk trial wonld be used for the pur-
pose of tying Tito.up with the capital-
ist West., Rajk was arrested June 18
and has ll_:_gmn kept on ice since then,
with no information vouchsafed on
the case against him till this past
week. The success scored by the Yu-
goslays in gaining_economic aid from
the U. 8., 'however, has had—without
doubt—an impact upon- sections of
the. Stalinist bureaqc{racy in the oth-
er. satellites.. ‘Moscow’s concern at
this” devélopment and its recent vio-
lent dénunciations are aimed not only
at the Yugoslavs —indeed, perhaps
not so much at the Yugoslavs—as at
shaken elements in these other satel-
lites. :

" And the Cominform-Russian coun-
ter - propaganda line, ever since the

- ¥ gplit, has been: Any break with Rus-

sia ‘automatically means submission
to Western capitalist imperialism. The
&ubtlest variation of this line is: Tito
will be forced to become an agent of
‘Wall Street. The crudest variation is:
Tito has been an agent of Wall Street
all along. The Rajk trial is pretty
crude, as we have noted.

BANK ON ANTI-CAPITALISM
The Cominform press and radio

have lost no time in pufting the trial,

to the use for which it was intended.
The Bulgarian press has seized the
occasion to declare that “the mean-
ing of the wide espionage and provo-
cation which Yugoslav agents have
been trying to develop in Albania,
Rumania, Poland, Bulgaria and par-
ticularly in Hungary has now become
quite ‘clear . . . behind Rajk and Tito
stand American imperialists.”

This is simply another way of say-
ing: “Don't listen so sympathetically
to the. blandishing arguments of the
Titoist .supporters in our own ranks.
Maybe you think Titoism is OK,.but
remember that Titoism means alli-
ance with Wall Street.”

The whole propaganda force of the
Rajk trial depends upon understand-
ing one thing which is systematically
glossed over in the West but -which
independent, socialists have stressed.
It is that much-as anti-Russian work-
ers in the ‘satellites hate and fear
Moscow, by and large they have no

use for the alternative power bloc
in the world led by U. S. capitalism.
Indeed, Moscow’s propaganda de-
pends upon convincing them that the
only alternative te going back io the
old diseredited system is submission
to Stalinism, and that no third road
is possible—neither Tito’s nor that of
independent socialist revolutionary
struggle,

Therefore the Stalinist press con--
siders that the main way of discred-
iting Titoism is to tar its name with
Churchill, Dulles et al. Rajk and Tito
béegome men “who have long been
the paid agents of foreign intelli-
gence services.” Says Pravda of Sep-
tember 17: “The guiding center of
the conspiracy is beyond the ocean,
in the United States. The conductor
of all plans and tasks of this center
is the Yugoslav fascist clique of Tito.
Ruling American and British circles
gave the central role to the bourgeois
nationalists of the Tito clique.”

PURGES AHEAD

The Western press consistently
tries to convey the impression that
the people behind the Iron Curtain,
groaning under the Stalinist dictator-
ships, look with longing eyes to the
West. If this were indeed so, the line
of the Rajk trial and of Cominform
propaganda could only be considered
a piece of gigantic stupidity, playing
into the hands ¢of Washington and
London. Why should the Cominform-
ers be so eager to proclaim to these
people that the West has won over
a whole country from “popular de-
mocracy,” thus encouraging them in
their hopes? But the Rajk frial is a
smear {rial; any connection with
world capitalism is a smear and not
a bouquet—even in Eastern Europe,
eyven among disaffected elements. *

A period of purges is to be ex-
pected in Stalinland, we pointed out
four weeks ago. The purge of Rajk
dates back to last June but the pres-
ent eight defendants have recently
been increased to 32 as the net wid-
ened following the current Belgrade-
Moscow flareup. An interesting re-
mark in Pravda of September 18 may
point to Poland as the next arena for
a pro-Cnminfni'm cleanup. (Pravda

said that Poland was next on Tito's ]

infiltration list after Hungary.)

Or Czechoslovakia, where there
have as yet been no prominent figures
purged in spite of constant complaints
of “opportunism” in the swollen CP,
may be in line. The N. Y. Times' rov-~
ing European correspondent, Sulzber-
ger, has been hinting broadly (with-
out any details, unfortunately) that
Albania’s No. 1, General Hodza, is on
the skids. The recent purge of Kos-
tov in Bulgaria may or may not be
enough for that country for the
nonce.

But purges there will be. These are

Split in-Ranks of Mapam Threatened
By Its Pro-Stalinist Orientation

BY ED FINDLEY

The progressive isolation of the
Mapam (United Workers Party) of
Israel—resulting from its fanatic pro-
Stalinist orientation—is endangering
the precarious unity of that party.
Reports. in the Israeli press of in-
tense .intra-party struggles and fac-
tional jockeying for control become
more and more frequent. The opin-
ion is widely held that the Mapam’'s
recent bid 'for entry into Ben-Gu
rion’s coalition government stems
from a slowly growing realization on
the part of the dominant elements in
the Mapam leadership that its role
as an opposition party, in de-facto
alliance with the small Stalinist par-
ty of Israel, can only lead to catastro-
phic isolation from the masses and
to the splitting of the Mapam.

The weakened bargaining power of
the Mapam makes its early entry into
the government coalition improbable.
Neither the Mapam nor Ben-Gurion
and his party appear to be in a mood
to moderate their demands. Ben-Gu-
rion’s government has shown itself
capable of ruling without the aid of
the. Mapam—much to. the astonish-
ment ‘of ther Mapam’s leaders, who
failed to see that the sirategic ad-
vantages of their pivotal position in
the labor movement of Israel could
be nullified by their disastrous pro-
Stalinist policy.

SECTION FOR COMINFORM

According to Haaretz, a general
Zionist Hebrew daily close to the#
Progressive Party, the current intra-
Mapam party struggle revolves about
problems thrown up by the Stalin-
ist orientation. A section of the Ma-
pam leadership proposed that the
Mapam join the Cominform and par-
ticipate directly in its political ac-
tivities. Fortunately, the motion for
direct affiliation with international
Stalinism was defeated by a major-
ity of the top committee. In this
connection, Haaretz reports that Meir
Yaari, Mapam representative to the
Stalinist Paris Conference for World

Peace this summer, was promised a

personal interview. with Joseph Sta-
lin if he would come out for joining
the Cominform.

Another issue that agitates the
Mapam is what attitude to take to-
ward the ' “people’s democracies”
which close their doors to or place
insuperable obstacles in the way of
Jewish emigration. ‘For many Mapam
members, who are more Zionist than
pro-Stalinist, this is a painful and em-
barrassing question.

A somewhat less controversial
question with which the Mapam lead-
ership wrestles is the. attitude toward
the CP of Israel. The extra Stalin-
ist wing of Mapam calls for closer
ties, blocs and even organic unity
with the CP of Israel, inasmuch as
there exist wirtually no important
political differences between the two
organizations. In this connection, the
expulsion of 27 Stalinists (former
Mapam members) from the Hasho-
mer Hatzair Kibbutz (commune)
“Zikim" came in for a great deal of
criticism.

However, here the ingrained ha-
ired for the local Stalinist breed on
the part of most Mapamers —even
those very friendly to world Stalin-
ism—is an obstacle that the Stalinist
wing of Mapam will have difficulty
overcoming. Even the former Hebrew
Communist Party, led by Alexander
Preminger, Knesset (Parliament) de-
puty, which voted to join the Mapam

*(Haaretz, August 14) has accounts to
settle with the official Communist
Party leadership. The decision of the
Mapam (Haaretz, August 14) to ac-
cept the members of the Hebrew
Communist Party (as jindividuals)
tends to strengthen the Stalinist
wing in Mapam.

. The relative strength of the wvari-
ous contending forces and the names
of their spokesmen are not knawn,
due to the fact that the fight thus
far has been limited to the secluded
confines of the Central Committee. It
is inconceivable that it should re-
main there.

One thing appears certain. On the
outcome of these inner party struge
gles depends Mapam's survival as an

_ independent polifical party in Israel.

the symptoms of the constant crises
of Stalinism, which presents a facade
of apparently monolithic solidity only
to those who are easily impressed
with the efficacy of the knout and
whip. ‘__.' !:
HOW STUPID CAN GPU BE?

Debunking the Rajk {rial as a
staged farce is the simplest aspect of
the event. Laszlo Rajk, the chief de-
fendant, was formerly depuiy chief
of the Hungarian CP. As minister of
the interior (the government desig-
nation in all the satellites for the
GPU bloodhound) from 1946 to April
1949, he was behind no one in ruth-
lessly purging any elements sympa-
thetic to the West or antagonistic to
the Russian power. From April to
last June he was foreign minister,
hefore he took the nosedive. This is
the Stalinist hatchetman who con-
fessed to being a police informer
since 1933 apd an agent of American
and British intelligence.

Rajk’s own account of how he en-
tered the latter's service is as stupid
a concoction as the choicer imbecili-
ties in any of the Moscow Trials. An
American lieutenant colonel, Kovach,
according to his tale, learned that he
was or had been a police informer
and threatened to expose him unless
he took orders. If he was already a
police informer (well-known grade
of rat), it is hard to see why he had
to be threatened with exposure to
bend him to the will of the OSS
(which, by the way, was abolished in
1945).

But the richest element is the fact
that a colonel in a newly arrived U.
S. military mission was able to un-
mask him, while the Stalinist appa-
ratus trusted him so highly that he
was raised to the highest posts of the
government. (“The Communists al-
ways believed me to be one of the
bhest comrades,” he said.) :

At the same time, he nrot only
claimed to have been a police infor-
mer in Hungary but also an anti-Sta-
linist spy in the %panish Civil War,
an agent of the French in a French
prison camp and an agent of the Ges-
tapo during the German occupation
of Hungary.

SPANISH WAR VETS AND TITO

The reference to the Spanish Civil
War seems to be a growing motif in
East European purges. Up to now a
common characteristic shared by
many purgees has been the fact that,
instead of being imported cold from
the Hotel Metropole on the gun car-
riages of the Russian armpy of occu-
pation after the war, they were in
many cases Stalinists who had fought
against the Hitler occupation in their
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(Continued from page 1)

mine - its position in the working
class, whieh, without an alternative
in the situation, may become politi-
cally eynical and apathetic.

SQUEEZE ON BRITISH

Nor would a merely quiescent
working class which accepted a cut
in real wages solve the immediate
matter. That would simply maintain
the status quo. The problem is not
simply to cut costs and prices but
to increase sales, which in turn re-
quires increased production. This
sales inecrease must be substantial
enough to compensate for the 30 per
cent loss on each item resulting from
devaluation. That is, in order to earn
as many dollars as before, 30 per
cerit more goods must be sold.

But the object is to earn many
MORE dollars than previously. For
thig the first requirement is a large
increase in production. It must be
remembered that the British work-
ing class is .already fully employed,
so that no increase is possible by
hiring more workers. The only pos-
sibility lies in increasing the pro-
ductivity of the present labor force.
In other words, the workers must
work harder.

Where will the incentive for such
intensiveness come from? On their
thin diets the workers’ energies are
already low. All observers note the

" listlessness of the people after ten

exhausting years,

Yet there have been times when
men have responded heroically to des-
perate need. From profound inner
depths they have called upon long-
submerged resources to perform the
impossible. Invariably . this has. oc-
curred when a people has been stirred
by a new ideal or hope which has
wrenched it out of the daily paths.
Revolution is such a time,

The Labor government’s need is
desperate, Yet the unions assembled
at their annual convention the week
before the Cripps announcement were
kept in the dark on the government’s
intentions. No program was present-
ed other than the proposal to keep
wages in line. Even the general
council of the British Trade Union
Council was not informed of its gov-
ernment’s decision. The result has
been confusion even in the top lead-
ership.

At the time of writing the TUC
has not taken any decision. It has
not rushed to give blanket and im-

own countries. This was true not only
of Tito but also of Kostov in Bul-
garia, for example. This is also irue
of Rajk, significantly enough.

But the indictment drawn up
against Rajk also makes a pdint of
smearing not only the Yugoslav Tito-
ist leaders in general but particularly
those who participated in the Spanish
war, The plot between Rajk and the
Yugoslavs was hatched, according to
the tale, in the French concentration
camps where Spanish war veterans
were held, and here it was that Rajk
met the Yugoslavs Bebler, Goshnyak
and others.

The Yugoslavs deny that their men
s0 named were even in a concentra-
tion camp with Rajk, but M. S. Hand-
ler (in the Times for September 15)
points up an exceedingly interesting
aspect of the Yugoslav rebuital on
Lthis matter:

“The [Yugoslav]l resolution dis-
closed facts that had generally been
ignored — namely, that the Spanish
war veterans constifuted the orjginal
cadres for the partisan army that was
formed by Yugoslavia in the last war
and that many of the most eminent
positions of power in present - day
Yugoslavia are occupied by these
mern.

“This assumed great significance in
view of the fact that the principal
vietims in recent purges in Eastern
European countries also were veter-
ans of the international brigades in
Spain and that elimination of these
men from power in Eastern Europe
has created the impression that the
Soviet government wishes to remove
anyone who has been exposed to
Western society.”

The Titoists, of course, furthermore
have denounced the entire Rajk pro-
ceedings as a tissue of “lies and for-
gery.” The twin resemblance between
this'trial and the Moscow Trial frame-
ups naturally has not affected their
denunciations. In fact, as former GPU
experts themselves (as many of the
Titoist leaders are, including 'Tito
himself), it would not be at all sur-
prising if we saw a confession trial
in Belgrade before long. They have
had iwo prominent actors ready at
hand ever since the split: the two

Yugoslav leaders who were purged
and jailed before the split, Zujovic
and Hebrang.

As far as we know, these {wo gen-
{lemenvare 'still - in the land of the
divimg and -are motrdoing Tito any
good in the cooler. This would be a
trial of real subversive agents—both
were without doubt the Cominform’s
aces in the hole within the Tito re-
gime—but it would still be interest-
ing to read their prepared scripts.

mediate endorsement to the party
leadership. There is considerable dis-
sension among ranks and leaders.
Whatever decision is finally, taken,
it is doubtful if it will be satigfac-
tory to all groups. Several unions
were chafing at the wage freeze
even before the recent convention
because of the slow but steady rise
in, prices over the past year. The
railwaymen, for example, have been
planning a slowdown strike for
months to force a wage increase.
None of these people upon whom
the labor party depends for its very
existence were consulted or informed
about devaluation., The labor leader-
ship thereby expressed its lack of
confidence in the workers.

LESSON IN ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY

This attitude is contained in every
economic policy of the party. The
leadership has opposed all proposals
for increased workers’ econtrol or
participation in igdustry. When
coal was nationalized, the unions
were given advigory representation
on the national coal board, while the
old management remained in actual
control, Nowhere has demoecracy
been introduced inte the economy.
The workers remain hired and ex-
ploited hands without voice or power.
Since they are alien to management
they. ‘have not had cause to concern
themselves with its problems.

Here is a lesson on the economic
signifitance of democracy. Warkers'
control of production has consequen-
ces for production itself. it is an im-
portant incentive possible in an eco-
nomic democracy.

In this sense devaluation repre-
sents, an important choice of alter-
natives by the Labor Party leader-
ship. It represents the decision to
bow to the program of subordination
to the U. S. rather than an extension
of nationalization in a socialist and
demoeratic program for the whole
people as part of an orientation to-
ward an independent Western Eu-
rope. That is the meaning of the
statement by Cripps on Tuesday:
“We realize that conditions have
changed in the matter of capital in-
vestment and that we must study
the problems of incentive and suit-
able environment to capital invest-
ment.”

Cripps has thus announced ‘that
devaluation is to be interpreted as
more complete reliance on capitalism

and empire,

]

By KATE LEONARD

The National Urban League, a so-
cial service agency for work among
Negroes, held its annual conference
in Denver from September 4 to 9.
The action taken at this conference
reflects the changing role of the
League, a role which has developed
within the limitations imposed upon
the organization by its leadership. Its
financial backing preponderantly
comes from large corporations and its
policy is determined by a board of
directors which includes business-
men interested in ‘the improvement
of living conditions for Negroes for
philanthropic reasons or because they
are convinced that it is fo the inter-
est of industry to liberalize employ-
ment policies as they affect Negroes.

Traditionally the function of the
Urban League has been to improve
employment op_pm'tunities for Ne-
groes, to work for better housing and
recreational facilities. It did not en-
ter the protest or the defense *field
which was left to the NAACP. In
recent years the Urban League has
hroadened its field somewhat and
changed some of its practices, espe-
cially in the matter of attempting to
secure jobs for Negroes.

Founded in 1910, this organization
was originally called the National
League on Urban Conditions Among
Negroes. It first showed significant
growth following the great World
War I migration of Southern Negroes
to Northern cities. While never com-
pletely uniform, its policies in the
earlier days stemmed from the fact
that large industrial concerns re-
garded it as a useful agency for pro-
curing labor and as a conservative,
stabijlizing force in the colored com-
munity. It is well known that at this
period of its history it was hostile
to organized labor (not only to un-
jons which practiced Jim Crow). It
served as a strike-breaking agency.

CHANGE IN POLICY
With ;the change in the Negro's re-

lation to industry this policy could
not be maintained and the League

Ford Hails Strike

“Henry Ford 2nd, president of the
Ford Motor Company, received word
today that an oil well .in which he
holds an inteyest had struck it rich.”
—N. Y. Times, Aug. 19.

And just as if it had to be men-
tioned, the item adds: “The well is
not a wildcat operation.”

“Wildcats” are outlawed by Ford's
contract with the auto union.

In one sense the present crisis is
a result of the increase of European
produetion during the past two
years, British production in partie-
ular. As a result Europe is now re-
turning to the long-term erisis from

which it had not recovered before .

the war, part of which is economic
war for the world’s markets. How-
ever, the stage has been altered ad-
versely for Europe. While this is
part of the conflict of international
cconomy that led to two world wars,
it is however only the first act of the
new drama. It is a sort of antici-
patory crisis, At least two of the ac-
tors have not yet appeared on the
scene, While competition for mar-
kets has reached a high peak, Ger-
many and Japan are still to be heard
from.

German trade, though on the in-
crease, is only 37 per cent of its
1937 total. Before the war there
were few open markets in which
Germany could '‘not compete with
Britain. At present American policy
is for the quickest restoration of
German industry in private hands
and already this is a concern in Eng-
land. Japanp is today exporting a
mere 13 . per cent of her pre-war
totals. However, the Wall Street
Journal reports: “Japanese compe-
tition is beginning to gnaw at Brit-
ain’s export trade Japanese
cloth costs 30-40 per cent less than
equivalent Lancashire products” and
can produce locomotives at 25 per
.l:ent less. Even shipbuilding is be-
ing challenged by Japanese yards.
Yet this is only the very beginning.
Unless the sum of world trade ex-
pands far beyond its highest peak
the rise of these two powers, both
under the tutelage of the U. S., will
bl‘ing new and even more far-reach-
ing crises.

THE PERMANENT
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Urban League Convention Cohtinués
Tepid Resistance Against Jim Crow

shifted to a more conciliatory policy
toward organized labor. At this pe-
riod it appealed to trade union offi-
cials lo let down the racial barriers
in much the same way that it solicit-
ed the big industrialists to provide
jobs for Negroes.

In more recent years it has cooper-
ated more actively with organized
labor. Today by and large it main-
tains a pro-union attitute when oper-
ating in any organized field, has es-
tablished projects to do educational
work in connection with unions and
has assisted in organizing to a lim-
ited degree.

This reorientation has been caused
by the greater integration of Negroes
in the union movement, and by the
more complete organization of the
unskilled worker, especially after
the coming of the CIO. It is to be
noted that the 1948 convention of the
Urban League only by a narrow
margin condemned the Taft-Hartley
law.

Officials had advised a course of
watching and waiting, It was argued
that “the next Congress might bring
a better law or a worse one, and that
if the Negro has survived all his dis-
appointments in legislation down to
the present day, he might be favor-
ably disappointed in this one.” If was
pointed out that the closed shop
which has barred Negroes in several
trades and industries, might be
opened by the workings of the Taft-
Hartley law. This viewpoint of the
officialdom fortunately did not avail,
probably because labor's attitude on
the Taft-Hartley law was well known
and because the law has helped elim-
inate Southern unions with a liberal
racial policy.

L]

SET UP UNION COUNCIL

At the recent convention plans for
setting up a trade .union advisory
council to work in cooperation with’
the National Urban League officials
were announced. This is a forward
step.

Announced also at the convention
was an elaborate plan made by agree-
ment between the United States Em-
ployment Service and the National
Urban League to expand job oppor-
tunities. This boils down to a pro-
gram of educating companies who
hire through the USES on the advan-
tages of hiring Negroes. At this time
the USES does not have administra-
tive control over its local state offices
‘but their representative at the con-
ference stated that the local units
follow federal policy on’‘major mat-
ters. Lester Granger, executive sec-
retary of the League, summed up the
plan as follows: “The USES men have
the entree and we have the argu-
ments.”

One of the significant things report-

ed is the expansion of the League in
Southern states. Six new league of-
fices have been set up in the South
in the last five years. Nelson C. Jack-
son, director of the Southern: field
division, explained that so far the
League has had to concentrate. on
health, housing and welfare services
there, but it plans to give more at-
tention to industrial relations, which
fits in with increased industrializa-
tion. He was-of the opinion that: the
League's recent experience in -the
South is a symptom of a new psy-
chological atmosphere in the South.
There seems to be a widespread sen-
timent, “If we don't do it ourselves,
we're goihg to. be forced to, so let’s
get our house in order.”

The Atlanta League cooperated in
the amassing of the data to be used
in the court fight to force the Atlanta
Board of Education to equalize edu-

* cational facilities for Negro schools,

STAND ON PEEKSKILL

In its closing session the convention
passed a mealy-mouthed resolution
dealing with the recent Peekskill af-
fair. That this resolution was intro-
duced is in character with the phil-
osophy of the leaders of the League,
but that 250 delegates passed it unan-
imously is cause for sober thought
and regret. ;

This resolution has not been .print-
ed in full but enough is there to see
that it is straight “Sambo.”

It says: “We condemn those ele-
ments in our society which are seek-
ing to foment diSunity and discord
among our people and specifically
those totalitarian forces of whatever
persuasion which are exploiting: the
issue -of race for their own selfish
ends.”

There is no objection to calling
Paul Robeson what he is, the repre-
sentative of a totalitarian force ex-
ploiting the issue of race for its own
selfish ends, -but this does not end the
matter. There is apparently not a
word about why and how Robeson
was given this opportunity to ex-
ploit the Peekskill scandal.

The resolution goes on to pledge
the League to continue fighting for
the “legitimate aspirations of {the Ne-
gro people in the United States.” In-
deed. We would be interested to hear
what the League regards the “illegiti-
mate” aspirations of the Negro peo-
ple in the United States. o

The 250 delegates who wvoted 'for
this disgraceful resolution had bet-
ter wake up and quickly learn that
unless they react to injustice, no mat-
ter against whom it is perpetrated,
they have no chance to prove -that
“our democracy is not a static or
retrogressive thing but a living, vital
force to be made stronger by its ex-
tension to’every ©ne of ‘its ‘¢itizens.”
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 What Devaluation Meansto British |

By HENRY JUDD

) ‘The 'devaiuation of the British pound sterling announced by Sir Stafford
Cripps is bound to have a serious effect on the British people. Let us try to

see how devaluation will work.

Last week the pound was worth $4.03—that is; it cost that much to buy

one British pound. On the European black market and in New York, it was

worth only $2.90 or thereabouts. Now its official rate is only $2.80, a 30

per cent drop.

Question: Who was anxious to devalue the pound, and why?

{Mswer: A_merican government representatives and economists. were
anxious for this devaluation. They said that England must export more
goqu, to help close up the gap between its exports and imports. But they
c_lmmed this_could not be done because English prices were too high, Devalua-
tion makes it possible for foreign lands to purchase British goods for fewer
(lnllal's——t}_lat is, British prices will go down and thereby (presumably)
exports will go up. A British car which sold for 1,000 pounds ($4,000)
before devaluation will still be priced at 1,000 pounds, but this will ac-t,uax}ly
mean lonly $2,800 now. The argument that devaluation will stimulate export
sales in the dollar market by loweting prices is the principal weapon of the
pro-devaluationists—needless to say, the Americans. ) 2 ey

Question: But are there other effects of a not so beneficial nature? What

will happen in England itself?

4?1310@?: Devaluation in and of 'itself will not have any automatic effect.
1t V:\-’lll, however, set into motion a whole series of factors which can have
serious efjfecf:s upon the British people. These factors (which Cripps and
the Americans naturally do not emphasize) may be listed as follows:

_ (1) British imports will automatieally become more expens'ive, sinece 4t
will cost more pounds to buy American goods—which are, naturally, -pricéd
in dollars. The effect on imports will be the exact opposite of the éifec;: on ex-
pqrts, and tend to largely cancel out the gains mentioned above. Britain
will be forced to cut its imports (now more expensive), and this in turn

would lower British living standards.
BOOSTS COST OF LIVING

(2) It is assumed that dollar prices will tend to drop (as they have for
the_past vear), and therefore the cost of imports will drop. But will it be
equlvsf.lent to the 30 per cent devaluation of the pound? There'is no reason
to_behe}re t_lps. Dollars gained by export trade will increase, it is true, but
t]}ls gain will quickly be drained away to the higher cost for imports" The
“imbalance” will remain substantially the same. And suppose that export
tl-a_de‘doeg not increase as much as expected? The net result will. be that
Britain will pe worse off than before, Who will guarantee this increase.in
exports, particularly since America refuses to lower tariff barriers and other

nations retain theirg?

(3) Devaluation will seriously disturb the home market in England. Devalua-

i

tion without an increase in production at home will make matters worse. since
exports can not be increased without a productivity increase. Domestic i}ri:és
‘rise (it is estimated they will increase at least 5 to 10 per.cent). Why? Because
the cost of food, raw materials and other imports. will increase—as explained
above—and this will naturally add to production costs. As usual, the cost in-
crease will be passed along to the consumer.

(4) But won't wages increase? If

they do, this will start the famous

price-wage spiral and automatically defeat the whole aim of the deval uation!

That is, it will send British prices up again, whereas

the whole alleged

purpose of devaluation is to lower British prices. Therefore, the devaluation

measure will find the British government seeking
and thus defeat this inflationary trend.
remain stationary and the result will be:

living standards.

to freeze current wages
be going up, wages will
lower and more austere British

Prices will

The only possible conclusion is that devaluation .is an effort o - .
; . : + on the.part
American ccpufulisn:n to make the British. masses pay a large share of .ﬂ,:um::
required to keep British.economy alive. Itis thus reactionary.in all respects mnd.
must be fought off by the entire British labor movemeit. Devaluation meun; the -

British people pay.
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Max Shachfman Rewews fhe Howe-W:du'k Book ——

By MAX SHACHTMAN

Books about the American labor
movement generally fall into one of
three categories.

There are, first, those that are writ-

ten with a pathological hatred of the
labor movement as the prime cause
of social disturbance and economic
disorder. To their authors, the labor
unions are nothing more than the
vices to be found within them, by
which they usually mean those as-
.pects of unionism which simply ape
or reflect the viciousmess of capital-
: ist society itself, They are as a rule
interesting not because of what they
reveal about the trade unions but of
the police mentality they reveal in
the - authors’ approach to a social
question. The library of any labor-
relations office of a modern corpora-
tion has an ample stock of this lit-
erature on its shelves.

Then there are those written by
court biographers who have already
been employed by a union officialdom
or who hope to be. The union and its
achievements, above all in the realm
of respectability and what is called
.publi¢ responsibility, are rhapsodic-
ally described, often with grotesque
errors that disclose the quick igno-
rance of the author and always with
the heavy-handed suggestion that the
union owes its progress and present
grandeur all but entirely to the'quick-
wittedness, compassion for fellow-
man, honesty and statesmanship of
its well-paid leader, whose right-
hand man carefully coached the au-
thor or censored his manusecript. Ex-
amples of this kind of work can be
found on the modest library shelf
of more than one union president.

Finally there are academic studies
of all kinds. Many of them are.ex-
ceedingly valuable for their docu-
mentary material and the thoughts
which the occasionally penetrating
observations of the author stimulate
in the reader. But they usually suf-
fer from the position and outlook of
the author, which are much more of
a ‘handicap than is generally sup-

.posed. They are most often written

from the far outside, like a man de-
scribing a battle through a low-
power telescope. And just as often
the author, confusing the necessity
of objectivity with the impossibility
of impartiality, is preoccupied with
focusing the reader’'s eye on his—the
author’'s—own detachment, on the ex-
ireme pains he takes to add a can-
seelling-out ‘‘on - the - other - hand” to
every- “on-the-one-hand.” The result
is‘like a flat diagram of an ant-heap

MOVIE REVIEW

ocialist

instead of a three-dimensional por-
frayal of the living, fighting, human
social - movement that every labor
union represents. Or, to the extent
that such authors approach the prob-
lems of organized labor as a social
movement, their criterion is altoge-
ther ‘misleading. When they ask,
“How does it, or how can it, dis-
charge its social responsibilities?”
(this_is the theme of 90 per cent of
these academic studies), the term is
meant as responsibilities to and
within a society with whose founda-
tions and structure the very nature
of the {rade-union movement compels
it fo come into incessant conflict,

A WELCOME BOOK

Worthwhile exceptions from these
categories of books are rare. The
most welcome, timely and ‘valuable
exception in years is the new book,
The UAW and Walter Reuther, by
Irving Howe and B. J. Widick (Ran-
dom House, $3.00).

This is not a book written by mali-
cious opponents of the labor move-
ment or by frozen-fingered “impar-
lial"‘ investigators who write about
its problems the way a hermit talks
about the problems of life. It is not
written by maudlin or condescend-
ing “friends” of labor, either. Both
authors have been active militants of
the working-class socialist movement
all their conscious lives, and one of
them, Widick, is not only a reputa-
ble militant in the Detroit Chrysler
Local of the UAW today, but knows
the CIO, as a member of it, from the
first days of its birth in such storm
centers as Akron and Flint.

To them the UAW is not something
on a glass slide under a microscope,
or the target of a marrow and nar-
rowminded factional polemic. Their
treatment of it shows that a thor-
ough socialist understanding of an
organization like the UAW has enly
stimulated their sympathetic objec-
tivity and their ardor in champion-
ing it; and that the sympathy and
ardor they feel has only sharpened
their ability to analyze it with a criti-
cal independence of opinion.

These lines do not propose to serve
as a ‘“review” of the Howe-Widick
book if that means giving a synop-
sis or summary of its contents. It
cannot really be done and it would
not ‘be desirable if it could be. No
“review’” can serve as a substitute
for reading the book itself. Its eco-
nomical but active style brings to
warm life the great and significant
movement- which- is -the” UAW and
the men, the nameless and the promi-

nent, who compose it; it brings to
life both the exciting struggles that
the UAW has conducted and the con-
flicts that have taken place in its
midst; it brings to life the simple and
complex problems it has faced be-
fore and faces today.

The praise it has already received
in the public press is more than
merited. If the official UAW press hids
not yet commented on it, as it must,
we want to believe that the delay
is accidental and not due to any em-
barrassment in dealing with a book
which shows no embarrassment in
dealing with the UAW. In any case,
every reader of the book will agree
that it is impossible for anyone in
or around the labdr movement, in-
cluding the best-informed members
and leaders of the UAW itself, hence-
forth to speak or think intelligently
about the UAW, which is at once so
typical and so untypical of the Amer-
ican labor movement, unless he has
read this work which is to date the
most important history, defense, crit-
icism and balance-sheet of the organ-
ization.

The authors do not draw up a final
balance-sheet which would, as it
were, close the books on the UAW
or on its leadership. They emphasize
that the balance-sheet is tentative,
provisional. In this they are incon-
testably right.

LABOR VANGUARD

The course, let alone the future, of
the UAW is far from determined or
fixed. “We are the vanguard in Amer-
ica,” said Walter Reuther two years
ago, “we are the architects of the fu-
ture.” So far as the second part of
this proud declaration is concerned,
it still remains to be wverified. The
first part is unquestionably true. In
the history of the American labor
movement—if we speak of the labor
unions as distinct from the labor po-
litical movement — the position of
vanguard has shifted from one group
of workers to another. It was once
the distinction of cigarmakers and
brewery workers, then in turn of the
railwaymen’s, of the metal miners’,
of the needle-trades workers' unions.
In almost all cases in the past, the
vanguard unions were avowedly and
emphatically socialist, their leader-
ships openly associated with the so-
cialist political movement, their op-
position to Gompersism open and
even defiant.

Not one of these old unions or
those that have succeeded them is
today- even formally committed to
the aim and principles of socialism.

‘Lost Boundaries’ Packs a lech
But Misses Fire as Social Study.

By DAN SHELTON
" When Louis de Rochemont started
the March of Time, he opened a new
chapter in the story of the American
film. In its first period, the March of
Time provided a hard-hitting, docu-
mentary-style news reporting which
conveyed, at its best, an inkling of the
potency of the screen as a vehicle of
social comment. Scenes taken on the
spot replaced studio sets, non-profes-
sionals the place of actors, and the
documentary approach invaded Hol-
lywood. The subsequent deterioration
of the March of Time into a super-
ficial, glorified newsreel propagating
the . ideologies of the Luce empire,
was accompanied by de Rochemont's
expansion into an independent fea-
ture production. HOUSE ON 92nd
STREET, . BOOMERANG continued
the documentary approach, making it
serve as a back-drop for above-aver-
age thrillers. His. latest production,
LOST BOUNDARIES, is a bold at-
tempt to deal with a social problem
by utilizing not only the documentary
technique, but also a true story.
Eight million Negroes are light-

_skinned enough to pass as whites.

One of them, Scott Carter, discovers
after his graduation from medical
school that white hospitals will not
hire him because he is a Negro, and
Negro hospitals refuse him because
he looks white. Odd jobs, poverty and
the advice of friends finally convince
him and his wife Marcia that they
can “pass.” Settling in the town of
Keenham, New Hampshire, they be-
come respectable citizens, their chil-
dren ignorant of their race. The
dream is shaitered when the Navy
revokes Carter's commission because
of his color. The township turns
against them; the son, unable to stand
the truth, leaves home. It is the town

preacher who provides the “happy
ending” by a sermon on race toler-
ance.

AN HONEST FILM

Based mostly on the true experi-
ences of Dr. Albert Johnston, and
conveniently “planted” in the Read-
er's Digest by the Luce interests, this
is nonetheless a bold, honest film on
the Negro problem, produced at a
time when such films have become
fashionable not only morally but also
at the box office. Happﬂy, de Roche-
mont did not have to choose between
a sense of social responsibility and
profitable capital investment.

The first part grips by its reahsm
and obvious honesty. There is no
trace of soft soaping or of uncon-
scious discrimination, Negroes are
presented as human beings, in their
own cireles, and the very economy of
the presentation cannot but have a
salutary effect. A judicious blending
of light and dark-skinned Negroes
facilitates our identification and emo-
tional involvement with the leading
characters. The story is likewise out-
spoken in its social implications, thus
offering a promise of a superior film.

Yet this promise is not kept. When
the secret is “out,” the son, in a sig-
nificantly over-dramatized sequence,
realizes with horror that he is black,
flees his home and wanders through

" Harlem to see his “brothers.” In one

of the film's most powerful sequences,
the horror of Harlem as experienced
by his over-sensitive mind is revealed
in images bearing closer resemblance
to the Hearst portrayal of Harlem
than to the real Harlem of under-
privileged workers. In shorts doubly
impressive because of their rapidity;
some of the more unsavory Harlem
types are tendenciously picked out.
Tendenciously, because the artist be-
hind the camera selects what he
shows, despite his pretense fo real-
ism. Poor Negro children at a crap
game(!), a sinister crowd of teen-age
‘zoot-suiters, topped by a violent at-
tack on a woman and a gun fight in
the dark provide an image of Harlem
that reinforces existing prejudices in
the mind of the spectator, no matter
how accurately they may reflect the
boy’s frame of mind. True, Canada
Lee as the police sergeant, “explains”
to him that Harlem is conditioned by
social factors, but his cliche-laden
sermon, however well-intentioned,
cannot compete with the power of the
“yisuals” which, as they should in
any film, carry the burden of convic-

ion. The end result is apt to be a
sigh of relief by the spectator; “It's
a good thing I am not a Negro!” and
his reaffirmation of the Negro’s other-
ness, backwardness and sinisterness.

INADEQUATE ENDING

The township, having learned of
Dr. Carter's secret, turns against him.
Yet the intervention of the preacher
with a plea for brotherhood and tol-
erance in the spirit of Christ resolves
the conflict and, coupled with the
son's return, brings thle film to a hap-
py end.

In a sense, the film ends where it
should have begun. It utterly fails to
discuss the Carters' relations with the
rest of the town either subsequent to
their “expulsion” from it or during
their re-acceptance. It is hardly be-
lievable that a sermon will provide
the answer to the problem of race
prejudice. Yet less than 10 minutes
are spent in the film on what should
be its key problem while more than
40 are used for a personalized, inter-
family account of how various mem-
bers of the family “adjusted” fo the
shock of discovery. The film turns
inward, and becomes a psychological
rather than a social study. Such in-
version, although socially less signifi-
cant, would be entirely wvalid if a
patentily fake social solution had not
been trotted out at the conclusion of
the film. It is this social pretence
which compels eriticism.

How will Carters' acceptance into
this conservative New England com-
munity work out in practice? Racial
tensions are not known to be more
than temporarily if at all susceptible
to the holy water of religion. In fact,
the son's terror at being told he is a
Negro, the very violence of his reac-
tion, give the lie to the film's conten-
tion that this problem can be solved
by a speech. Where, after all, did the
son get his prejudices and fear from,
if not the community?

In short, this “True to Life” story
comes to a close at a point most con-
venient for the box office and least
desirable for a real discussion of the

problems involved. And, in spite of

its often admirable forthrightness,
there is considerable pussyfooting
even in the telling of the story itself.
The whites are never shown in all the
viciousness and ugliness of their anti-
Negro prejudice, except fleetingly.

Less diplomacy was exercised when .

it comes to Negroes expressing anti-
white prejudices; their comments are
so sharply put as to shock and hgain
repel the spectator. The implied con-
demnation of the navy for its dis-
criminatory . policies is thoroughly
blunted when the preacher reports
that it is no longer in force.

Thus, the over-all impression re-
mains that the unfortunate moral of
the film is either, at worst, that re-
ligion is the savior, or, at best, that
everything will turn out all right for
the Negro—if he looks like a white

. man.

Neither is the UAW. Yet it occupies,
in the labor movement as in the
United States today, the position 'of
the vanguard union, the left wing of
organized labor, its most advanced
and powerful sector. It should go
without saying that in many respects
the American union movement of
today is far superior to that which
existed before the First World War:
take only the fact that today it has
in its ranks millions of workers in
the basic, mass-production industries
‘who were never organized on such a
scale before, and the correspondingly
tremendous economic and political
weight they exert. In other respects,
howeverg the labor movement of to-
day, even the CIO, even the UAW in
the CIO, is still far, far behind the
progressive. unions of the first two
decades of the century, notably with
respect to ‘the all:important question
of independent political action.

WHAT KIND OF VANGUARD?

The comparison should serve as an
indication of how far the American
labor movement has still to move
and as a warning against any smug-
ness about an organization like the
UAW. It SHOULD be regarded and
treated as the vanguard—but only in
the United States and only in the
American labor movement as it is
foday.

The UAW and its present leader-
ship as the vanguard, the left wing,
of the labor movement? Decidedly
“No!” in comparison with leaders and
unions of the past, like Haywood and
St. John -of the Western Federation
of Miners and the IWW or Debs of
the American Railway Union or even
the early leaders and unions of the
Eastern needle trades, but just-as de-
cidedly “Yes!" in comparison  with
all the Greens of the AFL and the
Railroad Brotherhoods, Dubinsky of
Ladies Garment, Murray of Steel,
Lewis of UMW and certainly of the
popularly misnamed “left” represent-
ed by anti-labor totalitarian Stalin-
ism. For those who still have doubts
about this, Howe and Widick supply
conclusive documentation and argu-
ment.

As to how far the UAW will go as
“architects of the future,” and what
future they will lead in constructing,
that depends in different ways upon
the militants in the ranks and upon
the present leadership under Reu-
ther. No one in years has drawn so
clearly-etched, so faithful and objec-
tive, so rounded a portrait of an
American labor leader as the authors
draw of Reuther, who quite appro-
priately occupies a substantial part
of the book. We can speak of a broad
left wing of progressive current in
the American labor movement, in
view of the still very limited size
and influence of a socialist left wing
and above all in conirast to the still
broader conservahvp and . pure-and-
smple trade - umomst, wing of ‘the
movement. Of this bréad left wing,
Reuther is the most prominent leader
and spokesman.

Our authors call Reuther an “un-
finished personality,” and they indi-
cate the sense in which they employ
the term. It might be just as ‘well to
speak of an immature labor leader
who passively reflects the immatu-
rity of the left wing and even lags
behind the ranks and more often than
not, in spite of what he may think
of his views being “too far advanced”
for them.

If we check.back on all the plans
and proposals and programs 'present-
ed so spectacularly by Reuther in
the past ten years—the book refers
to all of them—what really stands
out is their inconclusiveness, the rap-
idity with which they found a dust-
gathering place on the shelves. The
criticism of Reuther is not that he
does not carry out a socialist labor
policy with socialist methods; that
could be expected from a Debs but
not from Reuther. What Reuther has
failed to persist in, to carry out with
vigor and consistency, is the policy
or -program he HIMSELF has spon-
sored. ’

REUTHER'S WEAKNESS

In no important case was this due
to lack of support, even enthusiastic

]

deuther and the UAW

support, that could be mobilized in
the ranks of this mighty organization
(and even outside of it). In virtually
every case, however, to carry out the
policy required a bold drive to inde-
pendent political action and in every
case Reuther has shrunk back from
it.

To cite only a few instances; that
was the case with Reuther's own
“equality of sacrifice” program dur-
ing the war, with Reuther’s own “GM
Program™ after the war, with his own
denunciation of Truman as “hope-
lessly inadequate” which he followed
by a humiliating endorsement of Tru-
man, with his own pledge to work
for a “new political alignment” in
the United States.

In some AFL official whose ideas of
politics does not go very far beyond
getting a traffic ticket fixed by the
local Democratic boss, everything is
understandable. In Reuther and his
associates in the leadership who also
know better, it is inexcusable.

Reuther does not suffer, as some
conservative critics contend, from
audacity and too much political or so-
cial ambitiousness; he suffers from
political timidity. He represents di-
recily about a million workers who
today acknowledge him as their lead-
er unchallenged by any other clam-
ant; he enjoys authority and pres-
tige, outside his own organization, on
a national and even international
scale.- Loaded for bear;, he goes duck-
hunting.

In England, to take only one of the
countries” of Europe, labor leaders
who are his inferior in many respects
are content with nothing less than
occupying the commanding political
positions in the nation, positions to
which they laid open claim for years
before winning them. Reuther is con-
tent with losing in Washington what
is won on the picket line, as they like
{o say in the UAW, and then voting
to return to Washington the “hope-
lessly inadequate” candidate of a po-
litical party which could barely get
to first base without the support of
the organized millions who follow
leaders like Reuther in the labor
movement. :

WHAT IS “UNFINISHED”

What is for the present “unfinished”
about Reuther—tio use the authors’
term again—is not that he has not
appeared as a labor leader of the cali-
ber and quality of a Debs, but sim-
ply that he has not been able to de-
cide to break with capitalist politics
even to the extent of the reformist
labor leaders of almost every other
modern couniry in the world. And
anything less than the declaration of
political independence of the work-
ing class, which the UAW is in the
indicated position to initiate—not to
impose on the rest of the labor move-
ment but to initiate—all talk about
“architects of the future” will remain
in the realm of convention rhetoric.

“The ‘exceptional collection of miili-
tants who give the UAW its real dis-
tinction have succeeded more than
once in prodding reluctant leaders
along the right road and in raising
new leaders out of their ranks to
supplement or even replace inade-
quate leaders. Reuther’s own rise to
leadership is evidence of this. It is
these militants who are indeed the
vanguard. The book of Howe and
Widick is rightly dedicated to them.
It is an invaluable and indispensable
contribution to their own rededica-
tion to the fulfillment of the tasks
of the future and of today.
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Kerensky: At It Again

HATCHES NEW SCHEME FOR

RE-ESTABLISHING EMPIRE

By A. RUDZIENSKI :

The international tension between the United States and Stalm s Russ1a
provokes reactions from various political groups in Stalin-oceupied Europe.
The “Committee of Liberty for Russia,” headed by the same Kerensky who
was overthrown by the revolution of October 1917, organized-a meeting not
s0 long ago at Carnegie Hall in New York in which various delegates from
Eastern Europe participated, prineipally the members of the “Peasant In-
ternational” over which Stanislaw Mikolajezyk, former priniée numster of
Poland, presides.

The agreement hetween Kerensky’s committee and Mikolajczyk’s Peasémt
International is based on the recognition by Kerensky of independence for
the Balts (Lithuanians, Estonians, Finns, Latvians), for the Balkan peoples,
and for Poland, Rumania, Hungary, Czechoslovakia. On the other hand, the
“delegates” of these countries have recognized the Ukrainians and White
Russians as integral peoples of Russia, and for this reason, members of
Kerensky’s future Russian Republic.

Kerensky Hatches New Version of Russian Empire

The resolution adopted by this alliance defines the future pattern of the
peoples of Central and Eastern Europe in the following fashion: “Since ag-
gressive‘communism expands its dictatorship even more in Europe and Asia,
and in an open fashion divides the world into the nations who still enjoy
liberty and independence, and the others who live under the yoke of the com-
munist minorities . . . we resolve in the name of the nations subjugated by
communism to cnllabm ate together for the liberation of our countries, seekmg
to solve all the differences that could divide us, by our own efforts, abs’tamlng
from raising any divisive questions, be they political or natlonal until the
moment of liberation from the yoke of the common communist enemy PG

The press of the Polish Right has commented sharply on Mikoluic:yl('s arl“f-
rary action, in giving the Russians a free hand on the Ukrainian and White Rys-
sian question, thereby renouncing the Polish ferritories outside ‘of the presepi

"Russian-Polish frontier. Besides, according to this press, Kerensky widens and
"expands the frontiers of the Russian empire to the Western frontier of I’oicnd.

Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia. That is, he goes far beyond the limits of ihe
Stalinist domain, since the recognition by Kerensky of a joint federation com-
posed of the Russians, Balts, Balkan peoples, Poles dnd Czechs, signifies nofhing
else than the maintenance of Russian influence over these peoples,

By virtue of such a political program of a Eurasion federation of the
Central European peoples linked with Russia, the right of self-determination
so magnanimously recognized by Kerensky and his Russian Committee re-
mains rather platonic. Besides, the “representatives” of the Central European
peoples have agreed not to raise differences between Kerénsky’s “Russian
Democrats” and themselves. When the Polish press brought the danger to the
attention of the representatives of Ukrainian nationalism, the latter did not
assign it any importance, dismissing the role played by Dr. Dobrianski as

the representative of the UPA, The Ukrainians are divided into the nation- |

alist camp of Bandera-Melnyk, the Democratic camp of UNDO. (Dr. Lew-
yekyj), the radieals (populists) and Socialists (Kotovych), the part played
by the UPA (Ukrainian partisans) being unacknowledged.

Is it unrealistic to say that this agreement was probably inspired by
some American polltmans who want to hand Central Eastern Eurgpe over
to “Russian democracy” (Kerensky’s restoration)? S ;

1
Socialists Wan# to Crack "Prison of Nations" . :

Polish policy, the Rightists as well as the PPS, opposes the eoncepts ofa
“democratic” Russian empire, the program of the inter-seas federation (bet-
ween the Baltic, Black, and Adriatic seas) which would also include Byelo-
Russia ad the Ukraine.

The Ukrainians present different versions of a program calling for a
“Great Ukraine” as the leading member of the bloc of nations oppmssed by
Stalin, but this must be left for another article.

From the point of view of revolutionary Marxists, the right of self-do'lermi-
nation alse includes the right of the Ukrainians and Byeio-kuss:unl 'lo sepurn'le
from the Stalinist empire and from Greater Russia. -

‘The separation of the Ukraine and White Russia from Russia is the flmda-
mental key to anti-Stalinist revolutionary policy in Central Eastern Europe. If
provides the basis on which tp destroy the "prison of nations." inte which Stalin
transformed Russia.

On the other hand, the liberation of the peoples of Europe requires the
radical and sweeping destruction of the two principal imperialisms of the
European continent, the German and Russian. Since the German empire was
destroyed in the course of the Second World War, there remains the task
of compleely and finally destroying Russian imperialism. Only when these
two imperialisms have been destroyed for good will the European peoples
have the perspective of national and social liberty: Then the mcment will
arrive to form the Socialist United: States of Europe. Clearly, there }s on”p
further condition, the destruction of American imperialism, which is aiow
preparing to intervene in Europe through such inter medlanes as Kerensky,
Adenauer, or a Schumacher.

The peoples of Eastern Europe fear Russian imperialism as much as the
French, Belgian, or Dutch people feared German imperialism. A federation
of these peoples in an alliance against Russian imperialism is conceivable
as a transitional measure. Tito is trying to raise precisely this banner against
Stalin in the Balkans. But this program of an “Inter-Sea Federation” seems
to us very difficult to realize within the system of two world imperialisms,
who now divide the European continent into two spheres of influence. The
program of Kerensky-Mikolajezyk also excludes it in a Europe dominated
by the Americans.

Patchwork Schemes and Reuchonary Dreams

Only the Socialist United States of Europe, before the victory of the
socialist eamp in the United States, can assure the liberty of all the peoples,
big ‘and small, since a single economic organization of Europe would renider
superfluous the 'national oppression of any member of the federation, All the
other programs are reactionary, patchwork schemes germinated, in the hlack
cabinets of the bureaucraecy or in some politically decapitated heads (Ket‘
ensky) who have been dead for some time.

World socialism opposes all the patchwork schemes and comprom:ses an
integral and thoroughgoing program of liberation for the peoples and the
complete emancipation of the laboring masses. These patchwork schemes
and reactionary dreams can only be realized if world socialism is unable to;
fulfill its program of proletarian and human liberation. s
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Books for Germany: Help Build Socialism!

Help rebuild Germany’s sociplist
movement! Send us your unused or

From many parts of Western Ger-
many we have received requests for

‘More Reviews Praise Book on UAW,

Chrysler Local Paper Boosts It

Additional reviews of “The UAW and Walter Reuther” (Random House,
$3.00), by Irving Howe and B. J. Widick, appearing in places as diverse as
the New Yorker and Cltadel the paper 'of Local 7, UAW, were published
last week. All of them are extremely favorable.

Described by the New Yorker as “a compact and exceptionally well-
presented” history of the UAW, the book’s treatment of Walter Reuther is
also discussed in detail in a column by W. K. Kelsey in the Detroit News.
The New Yorker says Reuther is “sympathetically treated, but the authors
see danger in the success he has had in purging the union of dissident ele-
ments, on the ground that he has wiped out intelligent opposition and is on
the way toward making the union a rock-bound bureaucracy.” In his widely-
read column Kelsey gives a detailed summary of the book’s analysis of Reu-
ther and discusses the possibility of the formation of a Labor Party in the
U. S. He believes that “Walter Reuther is far more dangerous to vested

. interests than any other labor organization.”

In the Citadel, organ of Ldeal 7, UAW, which comprises thousands of
Chrysler wgrkers, the book is summallzed with sympathetic detail. The re-
view opens: “The Local 7 Citadel takes great pride and pleasure in annourie-
ing that one of our chief stewards [Widick] is the author of a book about
our union.” The reviewer says that “Every thinking member of our union,
and of the entire labor movement, will want to read it for himself.” It eon-
cludes by saying: “It is a provocative and stimulating book.”

In the Toledo Blade there appears a review which takes issue with the
book’s
treatment of the problems of the union is accurate. A review summarizing
the book has also appeared in the Birmingham News.

N

“harsh” treatment of industrialists but which finds that the hook’s ~

Marxist literature IN ENGLISH.
Books and pamphlets by Trotsky,
Lenin, Marx, etc., are in urgent de-
mand, but any Marxist works are
needed. Almost none of this literature
is available at present. All books and
pamphlets contributed will be widely
circulated.

duplicate copies of any and all Marx-
ist literature, or any you can spare.
They will be forwarded immediately
to those who will make good use of
them.

Send them to: LABOR ACTION '
(Attention: H. Judd), 4 Court Square, '

Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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LABOR ACTION

(Continued from page 1)
convention committees to guaraniee
their control. Without a formal agen-
da, the convention operated on a day-
to-day basis, the only definite point

. of order being the election of officers

on Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. In this

{ way,: the order of business depended
. on the readiness of committees to
" report, and that too was decided by
‘ the administration

supporters who
chaired all commitiees.

Once the convention was orgamzed

i the Committee on. Rules .and Order
. reported. The first struggle in  the
‘ convention took place on the amend-:

ment of the opposition that the elec-
tion of officers be held on Friday at
10 a.m., when the convention would
have had the opportunity to act upon
resolutions, program .and the report
of the General Executive Board.
.James B. Carey, ex-president of
UE, demanded a rolleall vote on this
question, but was ruled out of order

" by . Chairman Fitzgerald on the

ground that-there had been no cre-

© dentials report and therefore no roll-

call vote could be taken. Whereupon
Fitzgerald called for a hand vote and
.the .proposal of the administration
% was carried. i
However, when Carey arose after
the first credentials report to ask
\ag'ain for a rollcall, the request was
_ruled out.of order on the ground that
a vote had already been taken.
The administration, on a point of
special privilege, presented a special
resolution on collective bargaining as
its policy document outlining its post-
convention program. Carey, acting as
the leader of the opposition, objected
to the presentation of such a resolu-
tion withont sending it to the com-
mittee where it-should properly have
been discussed.
Finally, Carey objected to the res-

First .Tesi' Vote in UE — —

{Conﬁnued from page 1)

spirit of democracy. constantly. The
big debate of the first two days was
the hotly controversjal collective-
bargaining resolution. By the end of
‘Tuesday morning, eight administra-
tion speakers to three oppositionists
-had taken the microphone.

Only after Al Lowenthal, opposi-
tion" delegate from District No. 4,
Newark, objected to the president's
partiality did Fitzgerald agree to
recognize alternate spokesmen. When
Fifzgerald pleaded he didn't have the
ability to distinguish the rival dele-
gates, a roar of laughter sncpt the
conventlon

. L

sr_mm_l' TELLS 'EM
" A high point of the collective-bar-
gaining fight by the opposition was
reached in the speech of Paul Jen-
njngs of Sperry Local 450. He effec-

tively exposed.the -hypocrisy of the’

Stalinist attack ‘on the steel fact-find-
ing panel technique by citing arbitra-
tien, cases .of the UE Jleadership. It
was a, speech ringing with militancy
and a stinging blow to the Stalinists.
Matles had to admit the excellency

olution because it was a weak docu-
ment and a cover-up for the failures
of the administration to keep the UE
a strong and powerful union.

When Carey moved to refer the
resolution to the committee, Fitzger-
ald said, as an afterthought, that the
resolution would go to the committee
and be reported back to the conven-
tion.

1t was' this point that formed the
basis for the most important discus-
‘sion at the convention, since the rec-
ord of the UE and its leadership was
debated fully at the Tuesday session.

OPPOSI'I‘ION GIVES LINE

Carey presented a minority resolu-
tion on the tasks of the UE which
was a vastly superior document to
the administration’s generalities. The
nine-point program of the opposition
resolution contains the necessary ba-
sis for a development of the post-con-
vention period.

Fitzgerald demonstrated, what he
meant by agministration “democrat-
i¢” methods by calling nine speakers
for the majority and only three for
the minority in the morning, session.
The chairman explained himself by
saying that he hadn't known what
resolutions the speakers supported.
1t would have been guite simple for
him, however, to have called alter-
nate speakers for and against.

Despite that, for the first time the
opposition rank and file took the
"floor against the administration. The
high point of the discussion was the
demonstration against Matles' de-
fense of the administration. The dem-
onstration was so intense that Matles
could not finish his speech and had
to leave the microphone.

Already the convention has dem-
onsirated that a militant opposition
with a program calculated to advance
the real interests of the workers has

of the contracls obtained in Sperry,
the $135 a month pension, etc.
L

Cameron, district representative
and delegate from Local 475, attacked
Local 425, represented by Dillon, mi-
nority candidate for organization di-
rector. Cameron boasted of the $1.80
average wage and attacked the steel
fact-finding panel decision. Dillon, in
an effective answer, exposed the drop
in membership in Local 475 from 25,-
000 to 8,000 members. Citing the $1.84
average in his plant, Dillon stated:
“The Local 475 representative has
been the best organizer for. the UAW
and the AFL. The officers have been
discredited and cannot ' mobilize
workers in GE and Westinghouse.”

4 3

Unity or split is a question that lies
underneath the convention proceed-
ings but has never reached the sur-
face. Will the opposition stick it out
as a minority or will it split now or
later? Will the Stalinists, faced with
an opposition that can only grow and
harrass it, instilute further expul-
sions? No one is answering these

- questions.

Steel Workers — —

(Continued from page 1)
the board, a sum not even sufficient
for' substandard living, is “definitely
30c1ahst:c ¥
WORRYING DVER SECURITY
- The union further shows that there
is nothmg at all “revolutionary” in
lhe non-contnbutory insurance and
penswn system, . since government

studies reveal that there are 3,000,--

000 workers covered by social insuy-
ance, most of them financed entirely
by . employers, and that there are
3,290,608 employees under pension
plans, a majority of them on a non-
contributory basis. Incidentally, these
figures, alse proclaim how infinitesi-
mal is the number of workers gétting
such-benefits from their employers.
In the steel industry itself there
are companies financing pension
plans for their workers, though very
inadequate ones.' Of the big steel
companies, Jones & Laughlin—fourth

largest and the only one that has in-
dicated a willingness to bargain with
the union on the basis of the non-
contributery principle—already has a
non-contributory pension. plan, ae-
cording to the press; yielding the
workers the pittance of:$48 a month
on retirement. Presumably this com-
pany, if it actually accepts the non-
contributory principle as the basis
for further bargaining with the un-
ion, will fight against raising the
amount to the $100 recommended by
the board. There may also be in-
volved in the attitude of Jones &
Laughlin an effort to break the prac-
tice of industry-wide contracts, a
practice more beneficial to the unlon
than to the companies.

With the miners striking to the
slogan “No pensions—no work” and
with the steel workers on the eve
of a strike on the issue of health in-
surance and pensions. the worry of
the working people over their inse-
curity stands out in bold relief.

P e N

"Marxist movements abroad.

pendent “Socialist League, 4
City Fﬁ‘ ¥,

. “FORUM’

Discussion and Information Bulletin
of the Independent Socialist League

‘hés replaced the former “Bulletin of the Workers Party.”
Like its predecessor “FORUM” is mimeographed. It will also
carry informational articles and material on socialist and

~¥While primarily intended as a bulletin for discussion

" within the Independent Socialist movement and its sympa-
thetic circles, “ForRUM” is also available to the general pub-

lic. Price per copy is 15 cents. Since it is published as con-
tributions make necessary and at no stated intervals, readers

who wish to be sure to obtain copies as they appear may sub-

scribe at the rate of $1.50 for 10 issues. Send sub to: Inde-

Court Square Long Island

without need to resort to jingoism
and flag-waving.
L ]

CLEVELAND, Sept. 18 — Under the
chairmanship of James B. Carey, sec-
retary of the CIO, 300 delegates to
the 1949 convention of the United
Electrical Workers gathered at the
CIO Hall tohight to map out the
strategy of the anti-Stalinist forces
in their fight to oust the CP machine
which controls the third largest union
in the CIO.

Surrounding Carey at the chair-
man's table were the three opposition
candidates for the main offices of the
national organization: Fred M. Kel-
ly (Lynn, Mass.) for president; John
Dillon (New York) for organization
director, and Michael Fitzpatrick
(Pittsburgh) for secretary-treasurer.
They made the pre-convention pep
talks while Carey presented the pro-
gram worked out by the steering
committee for the convention fight.

PROVISIONAL LINE ADOPTED

It was a four-point program, sum-
marized as follows:

(1) That the opposition act con-
certedly, carry out decisions arrived
at ‘democratically at the caucus and

avoid precipitate and individual acts. .

(2) That the opposition caucus will
remain affiliated with the Congress of
Industrial Organizations regardless of
the dictates of the Communist Party.

(3) That the opposition use every
effort to free the UE of CP domina-
tion and oppose any conditional
amendments, coming from any source,
that would prevent an organized op-
position within the UE against the
officialdom or any part of it.

(4) To recommend that the elec-
tion of officers be held on Friday, the
final day of the convention, rather
than on Wednesday, as proposed by
-Fitzgerald-Matles-Emspak & Co.

This provisional program provid-
ing for the possibility of an early
convention split, if it proves lo be
unavoidable, or a’ post-convention
struggle, was adopted unanimously
by the caucus. Its provisional char-
acter was indicated by Carey when
he remarked 'that much depended on
the actual relationship of foreces and
the strategy of the Stalinist leader-
ship of the UE.

The proposal for a postponement
of election of officers until the final
day of the convention, while demo-
cratically sound, runs againsi prece-
dent in the CIO. The Murray forces
in many unions employ this very
same system and the Stalinists will
probably defend their rules vigor-
ously upon the grounds of precedent.

DENOUNCE CP MISLEADERSHIP

Carey predicted out - and - out vic-
tory for the opposition forces in a
press conferenge prior to the caucus
meeting. At the' caucus itself; while
expressing complete confidence, his
remarks were more lempered.

As might be expected, in compari-
son with the caucus as a whole (as
expressed at its Dayton conference),

E Carries Split Motion——

‘the possibility of defeating Stalinism

Kelley and Fitzpatrick struck a more
conservative note. Both underscored
“pro-Americanism” in their remarks.
But the real impulsion behind the
anti-Stalinist ranks was aired in the
endless list of grievances recited by
both of them and by candidale Dil-
lon: loss of 100,000 members of the
UE in two years; loss of 10,000 in two
months; failure to get decent ‘con-
fracts from General Eleetric and
Westinghouse, etc.

Carey stated that the Stalinist lead-
ership was “intellectually bankrupt

. cost the UE money . . . can't ne-
gotiate a good contract in GE . . .
can’'t gain the respect of the leaders
of the CIO . . .” Toward the close of
the session he raised an admonitory
finger. “We do not share leadership
of this caucus with anyone outside
of the UE,” he said, adding that as-
sistance from any number of sources
was accepted. Several delegates in-
terpreted this as referring to ACTU
(Association of Catholic Trade Union-
ists), which has intervened strongly
in the fight and over which many of
the progressive members have ex-
pressed concern.

The caucus adjourned early to per-
mit some concerted pre - convention
lining up of doubtful votes, every-
one realizing that the opening ses-
sion would largely determine the out-
come of the present struggle.

Discussion: A Criticism of Murray's Acceptance of Decision in Steel

By KEN HILLYER

The much-heralded report of the
President's fact-finding committee in
the steel situation will have great
repercussions throughout the labor
movement, regardless of its effect in
steel itself. Truman has devised a
formula for by-passing Taft-Hartley,
and thereby the onus for its use,
while achieving the same purposes
through his committee. Truman has
intervened in such a fashion as to
make the federal government the de-
cisive force in the fourth round.

In the first place, the committee's
report institutes a wage-freeze. If its
decisions are agcepted by the labor
movement, and at this moment Mur-
ray has put the CIO in a position
from which it can hardly do other-
wise, the pattern for 1949 negotia-
tions will be no increase in wages.

What will this mean in plants
which have already renewed their
contracts while leaving the wage
clause to be settled after the national
pattern is set? There are hundreds
of such local instances. In most of
the cases, the workers yielded on
many needs for improvement of
working conditions in the expecla-
tion of the much-heralded fourth

round. Now they are apparently to
receive neither.

This condition is especially frue in
the smaller and medium sized plants.
What are workers in such factories
going to get out of -the proposed
“package”? Suppose the small em-
ployer, following the lead of his bet-
ters but with perhaps more justifica-
tion, claims an” inability to pay?

The committee based its decisions
on the assumption that the wages of
the steel workers were already high
and any further increase would be a
threat to the entire economy. If this
is true for the steel workers, it is
equally true for most of heavy in-
dustry, with the exceptions of air-
craft, textile, electrical eguipment. It
certainly holds for coal, auto, rubber
and farm implements. The wage-
freeze formula would doom these
unions {o no increase this year.

At the recent convention of the
UAW, Waller Reuther stated that the
unions were not going to stand by
while a small group of selfish men
tried" to freeze labor’s living stand-
ards. Will these words prove 1o be
more than rhetoric? '

The steel companies put themselves
in an excellent position to fight the

report by .denying in advance the
propriety of the board’s intervention
in the dispute. The steel union, by
contrast, disarmed itself in advance.

Take Your Choice

John Williamson, the. Communist
Party's labor secretary, writing in the
CP magazine Political Affairs, gives
both sides of a question.

In the same issue of the magazihe,
January 1949, one reads on page 26
of his article that one reason for “the
defeats suffered by the organized
workers in the recent peuod" has
been—

“ . . . the continued weakness of
the Left-progressives in a number of
trade unions, and of the Communist
Party itself, in all the basic indust-
ries.”

And on the very next page, the
same luminous writer explains that
one reason why “the bourgeoisie .is

particularly determined to remove the -

CIO as a threat to their war plans”
is— bt P

“the increased activity and strength
of the Communist Party, especially
among the basic workers organized
in the CIO."

Defeat Curran Purge in NMU — —

(Continued from page 1)
working conditions, the fight to re-
tain the hiring hall are virtually
ignored, but Curran is brazen enough
to suggest that the vacations of union
officials be extended.

Although the rallying cry of the
Curran group is “Throw out the
Communists,” an attractive wrapping
for an otherwise unattractive plat-
form, the Stalinists are a tiny iso-
lated group. At most, the CP can
mobilize two dozen votes in this con-
vention of moye than 600 delegates.
In vain, it at.tgmpted to get a sizable
caucus together, changing its name
every other day. The innocent dupeb
who supported it yesterday swing
away. Attacked from the right and
from the left on the convention floor,
it makes no effort to put forward an
independent poliecy; only the feeble
voice of the Daily Worker replies
to the attacks of the genuine left
wing.

o et

CP STRENGTH BROKEN

The days when the CP held the
NMU in an iron grip are gone. Vir-
tually all the leading figures of the
NMU were once members of the CP
but they have broken away, leaving
it a small remnant with no decisive
influence.

The real opposition to Curran, the
real left wing, of the NMU, is the In-
dependent Cuucus. composed of left-
wing anti-Stalinists. Some are prom-

inent union leaders who were once
themselves members of the CP, others
are socialists, but the main body of
supporters are rank-and-file militants,
politically unaffiliated, who want to
keep their union democratic.

This caucus has the support of al-
most one-third of the convention del-
egates. They were part of Curran’s
old rank-and-file group and fought
together with him to throw out the
CP administration two years ago.
But now they resist Curran’s bureau-
cratism. They have been able to
whittle a few votes away from Cur-
ran here and there but despite their
initial strength they made no serious
inroads at- first against Curran at
the convention.

The opposition is led by excep-
tionally capable men. They have
grown up in the union; many of
them fought in Spain; they went
through the Stalinist mill; they are
hardened and aggressive. If they
have been outmaneuvered by Curran,
as they have been, it is not because
they are not facile faction fighters
but because their own political con-
Jusion led them into the Curran trap.

LEFT IS CONFUSED

The outstanding Independent floor
leaders—Charles Keith, Jack Law-
renson, David Drummond—were ex-
pelled from the CP during the Brow-
der regime after carrying on a fac-
tion struggle against the offieial CP
line. They understand that the CP

Minority Resolution at UE Confab
Scores Leaders’ Do-Nothing Record

Following are the most important
sections of the opposition caucus’
minority report on the resolution on
collective bargaining at the UE con-
vention, around which .the first tesl
vote took place.

®

The undersigned members of the
Resolutions Committee are opposed
to the statement or resolution on col-
lective bargaining presented by the

majority because it is an apology and

not a program of action. We cannot
condone the inaction of our union
by blaming the Steel Board. . . .
We must face the issue squarely
and courageously. The plain facts are
that our union has wandered away
on a political frolic of its own, has
isolated itself from the American la-
bor movement and has practically
abandoned national collective bar-
gaining. :
The only effective bargaining going
on is being conducted by the local
unions. Negotiations with Wesling-
house and General Electric, the pace-
setters in our indusiry, began last
spring, long before the Steel Board
was cven appointed, Nothing has
come of them. Bui what is worse,
our union has remained silent and
the resoluiion on collective bargain-
ing does not even mention them. We
cannot divert the attention of our

membership from this by claims of -

progress in collective bargaining with
small independent companies which
empldy a handful of workers. The
patterns of collective bargaining in
our industry are fixed and not with
the small producers.

It is apparent to the entire labor
movement that our union has lost the
initiative and is content to mark time
while our sister unions in the CIO
lead the fight. Our union ,which has
always been in the forefront, is now
hanging back, paralyzed by fear, in-
decision and inaction. |

The majority report makes large
claims of pioneering in winning holi-
days with pay, in leading the fight
for paid vaeations, shift honuses and

overlime pay in all mass production
industries, but' it is strangely silent
about the current fight for pensions.

Where are we in this struggle? We
cannot ignore the bald fact that what

pasdes for a p¢n51on plan in our in-~

dustry is'in fa@t a plan for executives

but ‘non-existent as far as the work-~;

ers are concerned. Nor can we ignore
the fact that wages in the eleetrical
are lagging behind those in, steel and
auto—while wages in electrical ma-
chinery average $1.385 per hour, aver-
age wages in steel are $1.65 and in
auto $1.63. Instead of searching for
excuses for our failure we should now
resolve to establish pensions in the
electrical industry so that retired
workers will no” longer depend on
charity to live. ...

Therefore we propose:

(1) That UE stop discrediling those
in our union who seek to restore the
union to its proper place as a mili-
tant labor union;

(2) That UE-" devote all of its
strength and activity to colleetive
bargaining and stop diverting its en-
ergies into suicidal polmcal adven-
tures;

(3)* That UE retlurn home to its
membership; '

(4) That UE take ils membership
into its confidence and give direction
and guidance to them in an effort to
solve their immediate problems and
improve their working conditions;

(5) That UE vigorously demand a
pension of $100 per month on a non-
confributory basis from the electrical
industry exclusive of government so-
cial security benefits.

(6) That UE shall not rest until its
membership is covered by a non-con-
iributory plan of social insurance
which will provide adequate life in-
surance, a weekly sickness and acci-
dent benefit of 75 per cent of weekly
earnings, hospitalization costs, a
schedule of surgical benefits which
will ‘cover costs and complete medi-
cal care;

(7) A general wage increase to
equalize earnings with those prevail-

ing in steel and auto;

(8) That UE restore to its mem-
bers the right to fight for and hoeld
union security;

(9) That UE return at once to bar-

gaining with GE and Westinghouse”
to secue -these vitally nccess;uy im--

provements.
(Signed)
William Drohan, Local 1102
" James B. Carey, Local 101
Paul Jennings, Local 450
George DiMartino, Local 320

William O. Emery, Local 201 .

C. O’Donnell, Local 524
John Perrin, Local 202

is a bureaucratic foree within the
union movement but they do not un-
derstand fully how it functions as
an anti-working class instrument of
Russian foreign policy. The CP to-
day beats its breast for a fake mil-
itant-sounding program, a program
which secms similar to the union
program of the Independents. The
delegates were confused: what is the
difference between the Stalinists and
the Independents, they asked.

From the very beginning of the
fight, the Independents had to make
the issues clear, to expose the Stalin-
ists for what they are and to separate
themselves clearly and unambiguously
from them. But the leaders of the In-
dependents classified the Stalinists as
part of a “left" wing of the labor
movement. For weeks some of them
toyed with the idea of making a bloc
with them, abandoning this scheme
only on the very eve of the conven-
tion.. Five crucial convention days
passed before the Independents lashed
out publicly against the Stalinists, de-
laying and delaying because of a mis-
guided fear of contributing to "red-
baiting.”

But it was too late. Curran took
advantage of the interim period of
confusion to harden his followers
against all oppositionism. His strat-.
egy lumped together all crities under
one label: “Communists.” Confusion
helped his line; the issue is-simple,
he said: for or against the Com-
munist Party.

INDEPENDENTS OPEN UP

After the resolutions committee
had won the first round for “Amer-
icanism,” the constitutional commit-
tee was put on. The convention
seemed softened up;. the committee
proposed to deny “Communists” the
right to join the NMU.

At the beginning of the second week
of the convention the Independenits
finally opened up an attack on both
the CP and Curran. "Who are the
real  hacks (CP members)?" asked
the Independent Caucus. "Who are the
officials behind this amendment? . , .
They were the leading hacks of yes-
terday. ‘These are the people who'.
built the Communist Party machineé.
As party members they #tried to
strengthen the power of the officials,
deprive the membership of ocur de-
mocratic rights and wipe out rank
and file control. Today as 'anti-Com-
munists' these same people are build-
ing a new dictatorial machine . . .
Defeat thought control by officials in
our union."

Adm. 50 cents

New York Public Meeting

Europe Between Two Imperialisms

First-hand report by

MAX SHACHTMAN

just returned from a tour of England,
France, Germany, Denmark, Holland

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 — 8:00 P.M.

CORNISH ARMS HOTEL
311 West 23rd Street, near 8th Ave.

Students 25 cents

CORRECTION

An unfortunate typographical
error in last week's LABOR AC-
TION seriously distorted, at orie
point, the meaning of the arti¢le
on the NMU convention. A para-
graph dealing with the Indepen-
dent Caucus of the NMU ‘was
left out and appeared instead .in-
the middle of the article on the
UE convention. Our apologies;

In another hamlblll thcy»added'
“All the democratic procedures for
which the "Rank and .File . Caucus
Tought at the last convention’ were
repudiated by these officialg now that
they and not the Commumst quty
machine are in power.”.

I have always fought against con-
trol of our union by outside groups,
said Curran, front man. for the cP
machine up to a few years ago. You
don’t want democracy, he continued,
you want anarchy . . . democracy
demands a certain amountof - dis=
cipline . . . you want the right:to
tiec up ships whenever you feel like
it . . . the Communists are inimical
to our organization . . .

tatoes . . . drive the Commumsts out
of the NMU

CURRAN LOSES MAIN TEST

Four hyndred and five delegates
voted for the amendment; 198 op-
posed it; 12 abstained. Although the
NMU constitution requires the votes
of two-thirds of all seated delegates,

Curran ruled that the amendment

had carried, erasing the abstentions
away. This flagrant, desperate ac-
tion of Curran’s opened the eyes of
quite a few misguided Curran sup-
porters.

His two-thirds vanished when he
needed it most, The amendment just
adopted applied only to applicants
for membership. -The - coimmtteq
worked two innovations into another
amendment: (1) making “commu-
nism” incompatible with membership
in the unionyand (£) eutlawing the
.circulation of material which “slan-
ders™ the officialdom. These planks,
decisive for the inner life of the un-
ion, would have established the legal
framework for action against Cm-
ran’s opponents, '

The voting balance' _swung ‘away
from the Curran group. 405 ‘dgain
voted for, but 215 voted against and
eight abstained. It fajled to-‘get two-
thirds.

The convention is net yet over and
the balance turns on-'a hair. A few
delegates shifting one way or the
other can make or break the two-
thirds. But it appears that Curran has
reached . the high - point—and _ has
failed.

Even if he had put over his whole

program he would still-have had to
fight the questions out in a refer-
endum vote where his chances are
dimmer than at the convention, The
votes of the delegates do' not. aecu-
rately represent the feelings of the
membership. The port of New York,
with 7,000 members, is represented
by only 14 delegates, while small
river barges with a half dozen mem-
bers get one delegate each. Curran
controls the small inland .sections of
the union but not New York, 13 of
whose delegates are anti-Curran. At
a port of New York membership
meeting, called during the first week
of the convention, 3,000 members
voted against the Curran resolutions
and only 10 in favor.

Time works against .Curran.
Grumblings against his administra-
tion for a “do-nothing” policy be-
come louder. In the port of Houston,
which sent blo Curran delegates,
membership meetings are now in the
control of an opposition wing. Daily
life of seamen goes on. Beefs are not
settled; the hiring hall is in danger;
Curran cannot feed forever on the
straw of “anti-communism.”

e B e £} timsoy

. s0 are-the
Trotskyists but they are small po-'
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