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 Keep the Purgers
. Out of the Plants!

For political trend-spotters in this country, a new and viru-
lently dangerous tendency is raising its head that requires no
magnifying glass to be seen. Three important cases have already
appeared—all in the past few weeks. Their coincidence in time,
taken together with the recency of the whole development, is a
bad omen for further extension in 1950,

® Item: Already reported in LABOR ACTION has been the demand of the
Wright Company in New Jersey, made on the United Auto Workers local
there, for the inclusion in the contract of a clause permitting the company
to fire workers on “anti-subversive” grounds. The local began by opposing
this poisonous bid to legalize a witchhunt against militant unionists, radi-
cals and socialists—for it is by no means directed solely against the Com-
munist Party—but, as we have reported, the UAW leaders, including Walter
Reuther, authorized it to accept, on the proviso that grievance procedure
would apply to such cases.

® ltem: In Chicago, Stewart-Warner demanded that every worker in its plant
take an oath that he is not, and never has been, a member of a "subversive
organization," failure to sign such an affidavit being ground for firing. Five
workers have already been fired and the Chicago branch of the American Civil
Liberties Union is fighting their cases. Stewart-Warner stated that it took the
action on the insistence of the army.

® Item: Also in Chicago, at Felt-Turrant, the leadership of the union has
accébted a plank in the contract which would exclude members of the Com-
munist Party from employment, We do not as yvet have the details of this
agreement and therefore do not know precisely how far it goes, but that
much is clear. In this case, the union is the former Farm Equipment Work-
ers (mow incorporated into the United Electrical Workers) and is led by
the Stalinists!

What this trend amounts to, in a few pointed words, is one to turn pri-
vate employers AND, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, TRADE UNIONS,
into cops to police the attorney-general’s extra-legal “anti-subversive”
witehhunt list.

This push has been made without the passage of a single LAW by any legis-
lative body. Its starting point was the directive issued by President Truman, on
the basis of which the Department of Justice drew up its list. This list was pub-
lished, not only without any sanction by any elected representatives of the
people, but without any hearings or testimony whatsoever or any opportunity
whatsoever for organizations listed to contest it. The Department of Justice
admits that there is no way for anyone to get delisted—it is a one-way street:
there is no legal recourse pointed to.

Equally behind the back of any legal process, the attorney general’s list
quickly became the basis for a witchhunt in government employment. From
top to bottom, down to the lowly position of file clerk in the Veterans’ Ad-
ministration (we refer to the case of James Kutcher, the “Legless Vet”)
the purge came to terrorize employees.

Such action was defended on the ground that the government has the
right to “protect itself” (against VA file clerks?), but the government witch-

hunt bids fair-to-become the trial balloon and-model - for private employment. -

. The government bureaucracy has shown the way, has softened up public
sentiment, gotten people used to the idea, let liberal opposition blow off
steam—and now, creeping up in the shelter of the government purgers,
comes the intrusion of the same thought-system into other sectors of Amer-
ican life.

Outside the Law

In the two most important cases where legislative bodies have put this
system into law, the courts have declaied it unconstitutional in vigorous
language. This was in the case of the New York Feinberg Law and the
Maryland Ober Law.

What Truman, the Fair Dealer, has initiated through the administrative
apparatus of the Department of Justice is more insidious. There is no law to
be declared unconstitutional; there is no law to be repealed. The ill-famed
Mundt-Nixon bill of a couple of years ago was stopped in Congress; Truman
even got some applause for opposing it. 1 should be clear to anyone that the
Truman-Fair Deal opposition to Mundt-Nixon's methods was one of expediency:
Truman could do it better WITHOUT ANY LAW.

A poison is being circulated through the veins of democratic processes
in this country. If anyone thinks the three cases mentioned above are not
enough to disturb anyone, he should think back to the beginnings of the cur-
rent witch-hunt system—and see how far it has already traveled, not during
a long historical period but in a few years.

When the Taft-Hartley Law was passed with its provision for anti-Com-
munist affidavits, some of the most conservative union leaders in the coun-
try, including the heads of the CIO and AFL, denounced it in prineiple;
Philip Murray refused to sign for the Steel Workers on principle. It was
an invasion of the unions’ democratie rights. It was an entering wedge to
control the unions and union policy.

Today, the UAW authorizes one of its locals to accept an “anti-subver-
sive” system ten times more dangerous than the T-H provision!

The Road to Serfdom

There are people who object to talk about the trends in the direction
of a police-state in the United States—TRENDS!—on the ground that
there is such a tremendous distance between the Russian prototype of the
police-state and the situation in this country even now. This is sheer
muddleheadedness.

That the tremendous difference is there, is without doubt. In Russia there
are no TRENDS to a police state; it got there, all the way, a long time ago;
it is the most totalitarian regime in the world, probably in all history, even
counting Hitler's Gestapo Germany.

But when LABOR ACTION devotes substantial space, week in and out,
to the horror, tyranny, and brutality of Stalinism in power, it is not Only
with the purpose of pointing a finger abroad, not ONLY for the purpose
of trying to get a a glimmer of the truth into minds bemused by Stalinism.
The growing bureaucratization and militarization of American life (note
Stewart Warner’s explanation that the army insisted on its move) points
not in the diregtion of an ALTERNATIVE to Stalinist totalitarianism but
also in the: direction of bureaucratic tyranny.

How—in the name of freedom, democracy and all other good things—can
the modern liberal comfort his soul with the thought that the U. S. has still @
long way to go before it catches up with its prototypes. and even use this
as a rationalization for failing to react against the first steps along the road.

There is no doubt about one thing: the main force called on to fight this
Jiterally lawless, Truman-initiated, bureaucratic witchhunt system is the
trade-union movement, and no one else. The American Civil Liberties Union
and other defense agencies, where they will, can help greatly, but there is
no substitute for the clear assumption of this responsibility by labor,

This warning is addressed in the first place to the men in the unions to
fight down every attempt to put over another indefensible witchhunt econ-

- tract, to denounce every move in this direction, to defend democracy where
it counts most. The “defenders” of democracy by police-state methods are
among it# most cunning enemies. The union movement can go along with
this process only to its own eventual grievous hurt.

A Look at the State of the Union

Truman Message Sees Fair

Deal in Year 2000 —
Does He Propose for Today?

By MARY BELL

In his annual State .of the Union message, delivered Wednes-
day, President Truman announced the Democratic Party plat-
form for the 1950 election campaign, keyed to the Fair Deal
slogan, and the reaction of the Congress was strictly along parti-
san lines. A brave attempt is now being made by both sides of the
major party lineup to transform generalities into issues—"wel-
fare state" on the one hand and horror-stricken warnings against
state "socialism™ on the other. The actual content of the message

At makeup time, as this issue of LABOR ACTION goes to press,
we are in receipt of a very interesting letter on our article of last
week dealing with the acceptance of a witchhunt clause in the union
contract by the UAW local at Wright Aeronautical. The letter, signed
jointly by Martin Gerber, UAW regional director, Region 9, and Ga-
briel DeAngelis, UAW international representative, takes vigorous
issue with. LABOR ACTION’s criticism of the UAW leaders’ policy.

" The letter by Gerber and DeAngelis will be printed in full in next’
week’s. LABOR ACTION, together with a reply. We believe that the
issues raised are of great importance and interest to the entire labor
movement and we are glad to present this discussion to our readers.
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bears out neither attempt.

The expected notes were struck in the message: Taft-Hartley
repeal, Brannan Plan for the farmers, national health insurance,

rent control, civil rights, high-
er taxation. The party-line re-
action of the Republican big-
wigs brought the label “dud"
from Senator Wherry; Gover-
nor Dewey's response that it

was "more socialism' even came in
advance of the speech. What "social-
ism" means to the Republican oppo-
nents of "me-too-ism"™ is to be seen
in the fact that they denounce even
compulsory health insurance as "so-
cidlized medicine.”

As far as the Republican reaction
is concerned, its utter bankrupfey
was symbolized the same day in the
announcement that the New York
Sun, staunchest Republican pillar of
the press in New York, dedicated to
“protection of industry” and “econ-
omy in government,” was dead (sold
to the New York World-Telegram),
in its death throes printing a final
jingle on its editorial page:

“Do-si-do and
Crash the gate,
Dance around the welfare state'

What ECA 'Integration” Means: U. S.
Vetoes British Oil Expansion Plans

By SAM FELIKS

The newest slogan of the Marshall
Plan is “integration.” The November
1 speech of ‘Economic Cooperation
Administrator Paul Hoffman laid
down the line that if the countries
of Western Europe hoped to receive
Marshall money after July 1, 1950
they would have to liberalize trade
and “integrate” Western Europe into
a single economic unit.

Specifically Hoffman wanted West-
ern Europe to cut import restrictions’
by 50 per cent, to sharply limit im-
port quotas, to allow for the free flow
of capital, curtail cartels, set up cus-
toms unions and allow for the free
convertibility of currencies. Or as
Hoffman phrased it: “the formation
of a single large market within which
quantitative restrictions on the move-
ment of goods, monetary barriers to
the flow of payments and, eventually
all tariﬁ‘s are permanently swept
away.”

This demand for “mtegratmn" is an
indication that the initial phase of the
Marshall Plan has been accomplished.
Western Europe has reached the pre-

war production levels; it is now in
the vicinity of 120 per cent of 1938
figures. Western Europe economy is
beginning to be faced by the old
problems, the chronic  problems.
Overproduction is on the agenda.

Already there are signs of the
slackening off of production. The
trade arteries of the old continent
indicate the hardening of overpro-
duetion. This, in a sense, is the para-
dox of the Marshall Plan. The recov-
ery brought about with the assistance
of the $7 billion of U. 5. aid meets
its erisis in the success of the recovery
aspects of the plan.

EUROPE ON RATIONS

So serious is this development that
Tintes correspondent Michael Hofl-
man reported on December 2 “that
almost without .exception European
and U. S. officials and statesman close
to the inside workings of the Marshall
Plan feel that it stands at a point of
peril and is in imminent danger of
failing.”

Introducing stability into the sick
old giant of European capitalism is

Tresca Group Blasts D.A. for Failure
To Solve Murder: Plans Memorial

NEW YORK, DEC. 28—Failure of
District Attorney Frank S. Hogan's
office to solve the Carlo Tresca mur-
der case was cited today by Norman
Thomas as giving “clear and open
encouragement” to the gangsters who
have since murdered Joseph Scotto-
riggio, Republican political worker,
and William Lurye, organizer for the
International Ladies Garment Work-
ers’ Union. }

Thomas, as head of the Tresca Me-
morial Committee, voiced this criti-
cism in announcing plans to honor
Tresca on Wednesday, January 11,

_seventh anniversary of his death.

The 1950 commemoration of this
crime will be held at 8:15 o'clock at
the northwest corner of Fifth Avenue
and 15th Street, where the editor of
the anti-totalitarian Italian journal
11 Martello (the Hammer) was shot
down in the 1943 war dimout. Short
speeches in English and Italian will
be climaxed by the dropping of red
carnations where Tresca fell. If the
weather should be unfavorable the
speaking will take place in the Rand
School auditorium, 7 East 15th Street.

“Seven years after Tresca’s mur-

* der,” Mr. Thomas said, “I do not be-

lieve that the district attorney's of-
fice exerted itself to the utmost in
investigatling it. I say this after scan-
ning a current report of that office
for 1946-1948. It gives four pages 1o
the Scottoriggio killing, which it calls
a political ecrime, and says ‘The in-
vestigation continues.” But, as in sev-
eral of Mr. Hogan's previous reports,
the Tresca case is not even men-
tioned.

“This is profoundly disturbing to

me, and to many of Carlo’s friends,

who feel that Mr. Hogan's continuing
official silence about that crime sig-
nifies that he and his staff would pre-
fer not to be reminded of their failure
to bring the Tresca killers to justice.
That failure, to my mind, gave clear
and open encouragement to the gang-
sters who afterward murdered Scot-
toriggio and Lurye.

“There is ample reason to believe
that the Tresca slaying also was po-
litical, that he was ambushed because
of his relentless opposition to one of
the totalitarian movements, two of
which were under suspicion from the
start. So why does the prosecutor’s
office say it will go on hunting for

(Continued on page 4)

the goal that the State Department
has set for itself. But now the time
has come when that giant is begin-
ning to ask for more than the share
that the U. S. apportioned to it. The
question is how to divide the limited
markets in the face of rising produc-
tion.

The Marshall Plan, the regulator
of Western Europe’s economy during
the recovery phase, now turns to the
task of being the regulator at a time
when the chronic problems are begin-
ning to appear. The time is clearly at
hand for the U. S. “to put capitalist
Europe on rations.” And this is what
is called today “integration.”

The strategic needs of the U. S. in

" the cold war necessitate the building

of Europe into a viable force. At the
same time there arise economic in-
terests that conflict with the strategic
concepts and with the economie in-
terests of the U. S. These insurmount-
able conflicts form the background
against which the U. S. works out
its policy for Western Europe.

THE CASE OF OIL

The Marshall Plan countries have
balked in their response. The inter-
ests of each national economy are not
those that the U. S. has set for it. To
the businessman of Western Europe
this “single large market” means the
entrance of foreign goods and “com-
petition” which threaten to put him
out of business. Their “solution” is
just the opposite of what “integra-
tion” demands: private cartels and
import restrictions. To the U. S. this
means threatening the market for
U. S. export goods.

This conflict between the stl'ategie
and economic needs of the U. S. and
the economic drives of Western Eu-
rope to recover its old position in
world trade is nowhere more clearly
outlined than in the guestion of oil.

To each nation of Western Europe
the road toward greater financial sta-
bility and the end of the dollar crisis
appears to be one of increasing ex-
ports and restricting imports. This
means the striving for greater pro-
duction. However, because the pro-
duction of coal has been relatively
stable, a new source of energy is
needed—oil.

Therefore the o0il companies in
Western Europe, predominantly Brit-
ish and Dutch, decided to embark on
a program of increasing their oil pro-
duction and refinery facilities. This
would decrease their dependence on

U. 8. oil and thus ease the dojlar .

shortage.
However, the American oil compa-
(Continued on page 4)
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“Do-si-do, it's

All for free,
Circle left

And vote for me!”

And that's about all they can say
about it.

These right-of-right critics fail to
realize that it is precisely because
of its welfare sloggn that the Fair
Deal administration has captured the
votes of a majority of the popula-
tion. By labeling it “socialist” for
their own propaganda purposes, they
even servé to enhance its illusory
appeal in many working-class circles,
who do not believe it is socialism but
have their conviction reinforced tHat
it must be something quite “left.”

But the New Deal-Fair Deal-wel-
fare state system of attempting to
patch up capitalism is NOT socialism.
It is more and more government in-
tervention, ever increasing control
over the economy and lives of the
people, the levying of more taxes and
the spending of more money toward
shoring up the structure of the sys-
tem.

All this government intervention,
reiterated as a program in the pres-

- ident’s message, is a confession of

the bankruptey of the private-enter-
prise profit system. That’'s what the
squeals are about on the extreme
right, namely, those troglodytes who
are not yet convinced that this profit
system cannot keep afioat by its own
efforts.

While Truman says of his program:
“These gains cannot be achieved un-
less our businessmen maintain their

(Continued on page 4)
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Notice to the FBI

In the October issue of Harper's
magazine, Bernard DeVoto, who runs
a column in the publication, succeed-
ed in snaring J. Edgar‘d Hoover’s
nanny.

DeVoto's column bluntly declawd
that the FBI's “college-trained flat-
feet” were helping divide 'the coun-
try between “the hunters' and - the
hunted,” and urged his readers to re-
fuse “to answer ‘the FBI's questions
except in open court, under oath am:l
before witnesses™ e

DeVoto's article, txtléd “Im& ,No-
tice to the FBI,” said he preferred:a
country “where it’s nobody’s damned
business what anybody reads, what
he thinks, whom he has cocktails

_with.”

“I like a country wheré no colleges
trained flatfeet colleet memoranda
about us and ask judicial protection
for them, where when someone
makes statements about us to offi-
cials he can be held to. account. We
had that kind of country. only a little
Wh‘ﬂe back and'I'm for gettlng it
back.

National Survey Shows Rent Gouye
Followed Administmtionfs Decontrol

By L. G. SMITH

The real-estate lobby is preparing
to smash what remains of rent con-
trol in Washington during the second
session of the 8lst Congress. Spokes-
men of the lobby insist that there is
now enough housing to go around,
and that therefore decontrol of rents
will simply permit a “fair” adjust-
ment, but will not lead to any gen-
eral rent increases.

A national survey published this
week by the New York Times proves
conclusively, however, that wherever
rents have been decontrolled during
the past year very substantial rent
increases have taken place. Further,
the survey indicates that, as usual,
the poor people have suffered most
by the rent increases, and that in
many instances high-cost apartments
have even come DOWN in rents.

At the present time, some 2,600,000
rental units have come out from un-
der federal controls. About 12,000,000
remain in the controlled areas. But
even in these, the control boards have
been so favorable to landlords that in
Philadelphia tenants are paying $400,-
000 more per month than a year ago,
and in San Francisco the total an-
nual income of landlords has been
increased by about $695,000. Both
cities are still under “rent control.”

In the decontrolled areas rents for
working people have skyrocketed.
After controls were lifted in Tampa,
Fla., all-year apartments bringing
from $90 to $120 a month have
dropped about 10 per cent, those
ranging from between $50 to $90 have
increased about 10 per cent, and
those of the poorest people, chiefly
Negroes, who were renting at $4.00
per week have been upped 100 per
cent and even as high as $10 per
week.

In Nebraska, which is decontrolled,
the real-estate - interesis claim that
“adjustment has been surprisingly
easy,” antl point to the great reduc-
tion in evictions as proof. Mayor Glen
Cunningham ‘of Omaha and repre-
sentatives of labor point out that
evictions have declined because there
is nothing people can do about the
rent gouge, and estimate that rents

have increased from 45 to 50 per
cent on the average.

In Los Angeles, where rents were
decontrolled “in some of the suburban
areas, the averdge increases coms-
plained of by tenants have been $52
a month. In that city there are quite
a few -apartments available at $75
and up unfurnished, but hundreds of
families are looking in vain for places
rentmg at between $35 and $70.

HINTS AT FUTURE

All this is a little foretaste of wlmt
would take place in our terribly over-
crowded cities if the real-estate lobby .
has its way and ail controls are taken
off by Washington in June, when the
present law expires. Lows-cost rental
units simply are not being built in
sufficient quantities to take the heat
off the tenants. Millions are still liv<"
ing doubled up, or under indescriba-
bly poor conditions, If anlimited rent
hikes are permitfed, - hundreds -of
thousands of families will have: to
take the rise out of their food and
clothes and the education of  their
children, since there is no place for
them to move to. e

It is a well-known fact that the
real-estate lobby is one of the rich-
est and most powerful in ‘Washington.
It has successfully blocked all but
token amounts of government low--
cost housing. Even after. the recent
housing bill was pdssed fn( Washing-
ton, it has succeeded in. blocking its
application in many communities.

The tenants aré disorganized and
find it almost impossible to finance a.
powerful lobby or a political machine
by themselves. In these circumstances
it is up to the Ilabor movement b
throw its whole weight ‘into the
scales at Washington and in the local-
ities to block decontrol, rent hlkes 3
and evictions. Most workers in the
larger cities live in rental housing
and to permit decontrol is the same
thing as permitting a direct wage
cut. Further, by fighting for the in-
terests of all tenants; the labor move-
ment can prove that it isn’t a narrow
special - interest group representing
only the organized dues-payers, but -
rather that it represénts the inter-
ests of all the poorer paople in the
country.
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us Taken

Over f[( (¢ offeé Scareh Was' Rigged

When a financial and industrial
tycoon appears before a Congression-
al committee to testify that the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission of
the administration has been taken
over by Wall Street, that's news.

That was part of the testimony be-
fore the Celler committee of the
House, and the tycoon was Cyrus 5.
Eaton of Cleveland, one of the big-
gest west of the Alleghanies.

Eaton charged that the SEC, set up
presumably to defend the public in-
terest, was bagged in an operation
“masterminded by 17 top-flight Wall
Street law firms under the leadership
of Sullivan & Cromwell,” of which
John Foster Dulles is a senior part-
ner, and that as a result “access to
capital markets has been practically
denied to the medium-sized and
smialler companies.”

For one thing, he explained, the
cost of registering a new security
with the SEC is so great that “only
the blue-chip -corporations around
whose financing the investment-bank-
ing monopoly is built” can afford it.
Another factor is the ‘“unholy alli-
ance” between the SEC and the Na-
tional Association of Security Deal-

. ers, which he described as “the only
government-created monopoly in the
land.”

Aiming a barb at the House of
Morgan’s biggest baby, Eaton said:
“The policies of the U. S. Steel Cor-
poration are often determined with-

" . out reference to what is for the best

interests of the stockholders of U. S.
Steel, or its employeés. I think man-
agers determine those policies with
reference to their over-all interests.
They consider, what effect this is
going to have on this bank, on this
insurance company, on this other in-
dustry, maybe on the political future
of the country, as to who is going lo
be elected.”

A Republican Congressman chal-
lenged him to show how U. S. Steel
has “dictated” to politicians. Eaton
answered: “They would not do any-
thing as crude as that, Mr. Congress-
man. But when a man is being se-
lected as the candidate to head €ither
party, a great deal of subtle influ-
ence is exerted from Wall Street.”
The reference to both parties will be
noted.

*

00PS! HE SLIPPED

A Senate agricultural commitiee
headed by . Gillette has been holding
hearings on farm prices. Most of the
testimony, - from large food-process-
ing corporation, has been strictly for
the birds. Now and then, however, a
revealing remark turned up. One
such came from Henry B. Arthur,
economist employed by the Swift
meatpacking empire,

Among the charts displayed by
Arthur, purporting to show that
Swift did not really make much prof-
it, was one which showed return on
capital investment. Senator Gillette
remarked that the chart made clear
that Swift’s profit had DOUBLED
from 1946 to 1947 and asked the wit-
ness to explain the sudden change.

The economist replied: “1946 was
the year in which OPA controls
ended.”

L ]

REGULAR GRIND

At the same committee hearings,
both Gillette and W. F. Williamson,

manager of the National Coffee As-
sociation, agreed that somebody was
making- a mint of money on the cof-
fee-shortage scare and the subsequent
price rise. Gillette said the take on
this operation would amount to $670
million in a year, and stated his be-
lief that someone rigged the market
by planting the coffee-shortage story.

Williamson opined that the hoax
was not invented by anyone. Presum-
ably it just percolated through.

PILLARS OF SALT

Here's the typical story, recently
aired, which goes to explain why the
anti-trust laws get nowhere. It's about
salt but need not be taken with a
grain of it.

Way back in 1940 the Federal Trade
Cominission charged the big salt
manufacturers with conspiracy to fix
prices and limit production. In 1941
the commission ordered them to
“cease and desist” from their anti-
trust violations.

As usual the monopolists fled to the
courts. In 1943, however, a federal
appeals court ordered them to obey.
By 1947 the FTC decided that the
leopards had not changed their spots
and asked them for some pertinent
information ‘on their prices.

The companies thumbed their
noses at the request, refused to obey,
The FTC trotted out a weapon never
before used though it had been in
the law for 30 years. It slapped a
§100-a-day fine on the recalcitrants.
While this fine was only a dent in
their daily monopoly profits, the
corporations rushed to court again—
two of them, Morton and Internation-
al Salt.

A district court gave them what
they wanhted—a decision that the FTC
had no right to demand the informa-
tion. On appeal, the same appeals
court which had upheld the FTC in
1943, this time plumped for the pil-
lars of the salt industry, two to one.

The minority member, Sherman
Minton, asked the companies' lawyers
whether they thought the court
should make an investigation such as
the FTC had asked. “Oh, no!"” they
said. “But,” Minton pointed out, “you
say the FTC can’t make the investi-
gation. You don't want the court to
make it. In short, you maintain that
nobody can do it. If so, Uncle Sam is
helpless.”

The Supreme Court still has to de-
cide the case. Even if it decides in
favor of the FTC, the game starts
around again.

.

MILITARY ECONOMY

It is known that military brass
have been quietly working on a plan
to shift key industrial plants from
coastal areas to the interior. The In-
ternational Association of Machinists’
executive council has been studying
the effects of this program. On the
basis of its study the IAM has come
out with the blast that the econormic
consequences of the program can be
“catastrophic” and that it will be, if
the military are given a free hand to
move plants where they please.

Already, the IAM points out, one
aircraft plant (Chance-Vought) has
been switched in toto from Connecti-
cut to Texas. The result has been to
“transform a large part of Connecti-
cut into one of the most depressed
areas in the nation.”

\

A Vlewpolni' on—

The Dynamite Plot Against UAW

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT—NOW that the chips are
down and the would-be killers of the
Reuthers are still at large, the time
has arrived when serious questions
can be asked, and must be answered,
if the United Auto Workers and its
leaders are ever to defeat the cam-
epaign of terrorism launched against
them.

The pre - Christmas dynamite plot
at the UAW headquarters has every
earmark of a crackpot faseist, Ku
Klux Klan or Black Legion stamp
to it. Why has this part of Walter
Reuther’s original theory on possible
responsibllity for the plois never
been given a éareful public or pri-
vate investigation?

Everyw‘here in America, especially
down South, the terroristic elements
of the Klan have been revived and
are dumg their dirty work. Does any-

- ‘one in ‘Detroit think it has not had
‘a similar revival in the city’d plants
among the latecomers from the South
who are plunged into the UAW’'s
"‘1ad1cal" and “pro-Negro” milieu?

_ Should not some of the UAW lead-
ers be a little abashed at how quick-
ly they plumped for the sole and ex-
clusive theory that * ‘the Commies did
i ;o that they were sure to make
factlonal capital out of it?

And what about the panicky peo-
ple who even suggested to the police
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that ALL radicals be checked? (Did
the cops get a list?)

The terror campaign against the
UAW and Walter Reuther is far too
important to be permitted to rest on
the level of petty trade-union poli-
tics.

The FBI spokesmen ih Detroit gave
many good reasons why they thought
the CP, for its own reasons, would
not pull the job. And does anyone
who knows anything about Stalin's
GPU think they would call a news-
paperman and tip him off that dyna-
mite was placed at the UAW head-
quarters?

We would like to see a UAW state-
ment on another matter: the famous
plot between racketeers and the Com-
munists, which Isaac Don Levinne is
peddling. It is entirely possible that
racketeers are behind the killing
attempts, although we doubt it. The
quarter of a million bucks' reward
would have brought some results if
that was the source of the terror.

No one knows better than this
writer how wviolent the antagonism
between the Stalinists and Reuther
is. Nor that when the GPU decides
to murder an opponent it usually
succeeds. We were saying that before
Leon Trotsky was assassinated—and
when UAW leaders were opposing us
as being too harsh and too factional
about the CP.

But the present Stalinist phobia in
the UAW is a peliect cover for fas-
cist-minded, Ku Klux Klan-educated
scum who hate Reuther as part of
their hatred of labor and “reds.” How
about some mvestlgatmn in thwt d1-

Tection? © 2

The military have also compelled
Boeing to transfer manufacture of
certain new planes to its plant in
Wichita, Kansas, leading to the layoft
of 4,000 workers in Seattle, and are
contemplating shutting down the.
Seattle operations altogether.

IAM President Hayes contends that
“the decision 'as to which sections of
the country to wreck in the name of
peacetime defense cannot be left to a
few military minds alone.”

KICKBACKS

John D. Rockefeller did much to
build up his oil empire by forcing the
railroads to give him rebates (kick-
backs) on freight rates. The exposure
of this monopoly-building practice
was one of the scandals of a half-
century ago.

Last month, a Department of Jus-
tice official told the Gillette Senate
committee that the A&P has been do-
ing the same—demanding and receiv-
ing rebates from companies from
which it buys food products. These
kickbacks give the food trust great
advantage over its competitors, whom
it seeks to drive out of business.

Assistant Attorney General Bergson
said that two Chicago dairy firms
have been indicted for this practice
with relation to A&P. He also testi-
fied that A&P does not use its swol-
len profits to lower its prices, except
temporarily in order to undercut a
competitor, after which prices go up
again, with less competition to keep
them down in the future.

DRINK FUSEL OIL?

From Labor, railroad union paper,
for December 24:

“A bottle of $2 whiskey won't nec-
essarily make you feel any worse the
next morning than one of $7 bour-
bon.”

“There's more fusel oil, the knocli-
out stuff, in ‘good old whiskey' than
there is in back-country corn ‘likker’
or in skidrow ‘smoke.”

Those are guotations from a maga-
zine article summing up some reve-
lations made when spokesmen for op-
posing whiskey interests aired their
dispute at recent public hearings, in
which vast profits were at stake.

During the war, some distillers
could not get new charred barrels in
which to age their whiskey. So they
began reusing old barrels.

Some big distillers, who had their
own cooperage plants, got from them

all the new barrels they needed. They
iold Uncle Sam's Alcohol Tax Unitl
that no whiskey concern should be
allowed to label its product “aged in
the wood"” unless it had been aged in
new barrels.

That was opposed by the distillers
who were using old barrels. They told
the ATU that no one, even expert
chemists, could tell the difference be-
tween whiskies from the new and old
barrels. Uncle Sam’s chemists said
the same thing at the hearings.

Moreover, they, and the whiskey
men, let out some other surprising in-
formation. For example, about fusel
oil.

It is a deadly poisonous kind of
heavy alcohol often blamed for the
hangover from whiskey. Most people
believe that aging in the wood re-
moves the fusel oil and makes whis-
key safer.

Yet, it was brought out at the ATU
hearings, there actually is more fusel
oil in whiskey after aging in the
wood than there was when the whis-
key went into either an old barrel or
new barrel.

ILLINOIS LABOR NOTES: UAW Needs Militant Program to Beat FE

By KARL HILLYER

The Illinois state CIO convention
was rather dull again. However, Sen-
ator Lucas came in for criticism from
President Joe Germano of the Steel
Workers Union, who called the ma-
jority leader of the Senate “a fair
weather friend of the CIO” because
Lucas would not come out publicly
in support of the recent steel strike.

The Fur Workers Union was the
only union of the Stalinist camp rep-
resented which took the floor., The
replies from the official leadership
were very poor and give no sign that
they have learned how to fight the
Stalinists on a progressive basis.

The turmoil in Chicagoe in the
Farm Equipment plants continues.
The Tractor Works plant of Inferna-
tional Harvester sees a daily trip to
the courts from both the Stalinist-led
United Electrical Workers (UE plus
FE) and the United Auto Workers.
The NLRB recenily handed down a
decision ordering an election in the
near future. If the UAW does not
conduct a better campaign than the
one it just lost in Louisville, the Sta-

linists will be likely to ring up an-
other victory.

The West Pullman plant of Har-
vester is also in a fierce contest. The
leaders who are for the CIO have
been expelled and the UE-FE has
been conducting a campaign to show
that the UAW is backed by the press,
the company, the courts, etc.

To win, the UAW’'s campaign will

.have to be based upon proving that

the UAW is and has been the most
militant fighter for the workers in the
shop; that the leaders of FE who are
talking militantly today are likely to
do anything else tomorrow. Mere red-
baiting of FE, a mere call to support
the CIO (what does that mean to the
average rank and filer?), merely
speaking about a better arbitration
procedure—these will not win. The
point is that the UAW in most of its
plants has higher plant wage aver-
ages. It has to point out that the rea-
sons the skilled tradesmen are paid
less than at GM and Ford is pre-
cisely because of the war policy of
FE which subordinated the fight of
the workers for the sake of joint la-
bor-management committees, increase
of production, etc.

Readerd

Whitewash by White

To the Editor:

On Sunday, December 18, I heard
Mr. Walter White speak on Civil
Rights and the Negro before a ca-
pacity audience at Cooper Union. On
leave from his post as national secre-
tary of the NAACP, Mr. White had
toured the Eastern countries as a
member of the Town Hall forum.

In his speech Sunday, he dwelt
mainly on the impressions he had re-
ceived on his trip. According to Mr.
White, the U. S. has lost prestige in
the East to such an extent that, every-
where he went, embarrassing ques-
tions were put to him and he was
hard-pressed to give adequate an-
swers. Here are some of the questions
ssked of him and his companions:

(1) If you say that you have de-
mocracy in the U. S, how is it ithat
you still ha\?c Jim Crow and the poll
tax?

(2) How is it that Truman's civil-
rights program is still the main fight

Bloc.

of Negroes in the U, S.?

(3) How is it that U. S. newspapers
still carry stories of lynchings and
unfair trials of Negroes?

Now il seems that these are fair
questions and should have been an-
swered honestly. Here is how DMr.
White replied to them. In order to
make U. S. imperialism more attrac-
tive to India, Turkey and the other
Eastern countries, Mr. White pleaded
with them that the conditions in the
U. S. were primarily due to the small
group of reactionaries in Congress.
They, this group, are the ones who
prevent the passage of the civil-rights
bill and the elimination of Jim Crow
and the poll tax. He further pleaded
with them that the U, S. is much
better than Russia, where there is no
freedom at all. He pointed out that
one in his group, a darker-skinned
Negro woman, was traveling at her
own expense to prove that things are
not as bad as they seem.

The pathetic Mr. White stood on
the Cooper Union platform, trying to
convince the American audience how

Cleveland Transit Strikers Forced
Back to Work by Court Injunction

By JOE CLARK

CLEVELAND, Dec. 29 —The Cleve-
land streetcar strike has been ended
by judicial decree and the workers
have suffered a humiliating defeat.
This, in a few words, sums up the
events of the past week.

In its early stages the sirike
showed signs of really doing some-
thing. But the odds against it were
too great, considering the limited
knowledge and understanding of the
rank and file. It was the old story of
a shifty leadership, a ruthless em-
ploying class and a naive and hope-
ful group of workers.

The Cleveland street 1a11ways are
owned by the city and operated by a
transit board. The only provision for
relations between employees and the
{ransit board is an “impartial” um-
pire whose name is David Ralph
Hertz. Hertz is far from impartial,
as any of his decisions will quickly
show. Although half his salary is paid
by the union, he gives it no decisions
—not even a decent consideration.

The present trouble originated last
June when Hertz announced a reduc-
tion of vacation time but failed to
specify in wriling any definite mini-
mum. In November, after many at-
tempts to get a settlement-from Hertlz,
the union (Local 268, Amalgamated
Street, Electric Railway & Motor
Coach Employees, AFL) notified the
Cleveland Transit Board that it would
demand continuation of the old vaca-
tion time after January 1, when the
Hertz ruling was supposed to go into
effect. Hertz refused to compromise
and the transit board backed him up.
There were other problems too, some
quite important tc the men.

During the second week of Decem-
ber the whole membership voted on
the question of striking, and a great
majority were in favor of such action.
They - voted to authorize the union
officers to call the strike at any time
they saw fit. But the leaders, despite
their loud talk, did not really want a
strike; they said so only to satisfy
the more militant members,

AFL BODY HITS MEN .

On December 21 a meeting was
held to discuss the situation to date.
About 1100 members were present;
most of the others were working. A
ma:lorlty ‘of. those present decided to-
call an immediate stuke This action

‘was opposed by the pres‘ldent the sec-

retary-treasurer and the international

representative. But the membeys were
angry. as they had good reason to be,
and they overruled the officers. There
was plenty of evidence at this meet-
ing that a good number of the mem-
bers had no faith at all in the prom-
ises of the leadership and decided it
was time to act for themselves.

Starting at midnight, December 21,
the whole system was tied up tight,
not a bus or streetcar moving. But
the strike was attacked from all sides
by almosi everyone. The mayor, the
press, the radio, Christmas shoppers
and the Cleveland Federation of La-
bor—one and all launched a bitter
attack on the strikers. The mayor an-
nounced he would break the strike
with police-escorted cars or with the
National Guard if necessary. Gover-
nor Lausche promised to help him
in any way possible. It is not hard to
figure out how the strikers reacted to
these announcements; they were
plenty sore.

But before trying forceful methods
the mayor decided on something else.
He instructed his attorneys to try for
an injunction to stop the strike. Of
course there' was a nice, friendly
judge (there usually is) to do the job.
Judge Joseph Artl very quickly found
the strike to be illegal and gave the
strikers a deadline of 2 p.m., Decem-
ber 27, to get back on the job. Presi-
dent Meaney of the union announced
there would be no fight against the
injunction. Said he: “It's the law; we
can do nothing.”

CIO BACKS STRIKE -

A very inferesting event took place
two days after the strike ended. At a
meeting of the Cleveland Industrial
Union Council (CIO) a statement ex-
pressing the strongest solidarity with
those who fought and lost the strike
was approved. Compare this with the
fact that the Cleveland Federation of
Labor, to which body the striking
union was affiliated, denounced the
strike, saying that Meaney (the un-
ion's president) had broken his prom-
ises to the transit board.

Part of the mty CIO statement fol-
lows:

“The recent strike of transit work-
ers brings to a head the question of
how public employees are to have a
voice in ‘determining thelr wages and
workmg conditions. Workingmen and
women in Cleve]anﬂ got their ﬁrst
taste this week of the Ferguson Act,
which' forbids strike of puhllc em-
ployeesi ... , We ‘have nothing but

contempt for the view that a public
body like the transit board can con-
tract for services like electric power
or materials like streetcars or buses
but cannot contract for the labor of
public employees. . . . The treatment
given the transit strike by Cleveland’s
three daily newspapers reached a new
high in prejudice against labor re-
gardless of the merits of the dispute.

. The old concept of American
newspapermen as objective reporters
who keep personal opinions out of
news stories was discarded in this
instance to confuse the public and to
beat the transit workers into submis-
sion. . . . We pledge solidarity with
the transit union and instruct that
President Meaney of the union be so
notified.”

The transit workers are indeed
angry. Some of them are doing some
serious thinking. It is too early to
predict what may result from the
strike but it need surprise no one if
some of the union officers have a
rough time from now on.

Method in Madness

Senator Taft is now in favor of
doing away with union-shop elections
under his Taft-Hartley Law. He says
they are “meaningless” and he wants
to be “fair” to the taxpayers.

Ninety per cent of the union-shop
clections under T-H have gone in fa-
vor of the unions. and 92 per cent of
all workers voting cast their ballois
for the union shop. That's why Taft
now finds them meaningless and
wants to save money,

Ghost-Quieter

Out of a job? Dont ascribe any
“major significance” to that inconve-
nience. You're only a statistic.

That's the good word from William
Haber, in an article in Survey maga-
zine for November, entitled “Quiet-
ing the Unemployment Ghost.” He
says:

“Last spring and summer this coun-
try had a fit of hysteria about a vast-
ly overexaggerated job situation.
Given a labor force of sixty million,
an increase of three to four hundred
thousand, or even a million, in the
number of unemployed is not of ma-
jor significance,”.

difficult it was to convince his Eastern
audiences.

On his return to the U. S, M.
White met with Vice-President Bark-
ley to discuss his trip. Mr. White
wanted 1o know why congressmen
do not realize that their reactionary
conduct has repercussions in the East.
The answer of the vice-president was
that it was his opinion that Congress
is not concerned about it, and he,
Barkley, had himself not given it a
thought.

During the question period, Mr.
White was asked whether a Labor
government like that in Britain
would deal with the problem of civil
rights more adequately. Mr. White's
reply was strong with indignation
against Britain’s foreign policy in the
East—quite rightly—but how sad aft-
¢r his whitewash of American im-
perialism! All in all, Mr, White was a
poor representative of his people to
the lands which he visited.

I forgot to mention that when Mr.
White and his group returned to
Washington and had to meet in a
hotel for dinner, they were not ad-
mitted because among them was the

dark-skinned Negro woman I men- -

tioned above.
Mary HALL

The NAACP - sponsored mobiliza-
tion in Washington which will con-
vene in the capital city before Con-

gress opens, is meeting with good re- >

sponse in UAW circles. Local delega-
tions from Harvester, Electro-Motive,
Doehler Jarvis and other plants have
already been selected. It will be in-
teresting to see how Jim Crow Wash-
ington houses this mass delegation,
many of them being Negro members
of the trade unions.
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The $4.00 a ton raise in steel prices
produced a report, at first, that the
Steel Workers Union was going to
fight for a wage increase based upon
the fact-finding board’'s report that
if prices went up the steel workers
could ask for a wage raise. However,
this has been hushed up and union
officials have stated that they are
going to abide by the contract. The
conduct of the leadership of the steel
workers in not attacking the steel
companies’ extortions was blasted last
January by Robt Lynd in his famous
speech at the UAW education con-
ference. This has been recently
printed as a pamphlet and is awvail-
able from the UAW educational office
in Detroit. It makes good reading,
even though it took quite a few
months to get the pamphlet set up
in type.

Ike and Hot Dogs

On December 14 Columbia students
reacted to their President Eisen-
hower's recent statement that per-
haps people wanted “champaign and
caviar when they should have hot
dogs and beer.” The campus statue
of Alexander Hamilton was discov-
ered in the morning bearing eight
frankfurters and rolls in its cupped
right hand and an empty beer car-
ton in the other. On its front was
chalked “Beer and Frankfurters for
All" and on its rear “Ike" and five
stars. )

Pegler Sued

Westbrook Pegler—once described
by Heywood Broun as the “light hea-
vyweight champion of the upperdog”
—has had a second libel suit thrown
against him, this time by his one-
time sport-writing pal, Quentin Rey-
nolds, who will sue him for a half
million for “false and obscene
charges.” Another suit is now pend-
ing against Pegler for the same
amount, filed by Drew Pearson, for
Pegler’s printed assertion that Pear-
son’s attacks brought on the suicide
of James Forrestal.

Company Recognizes New CIO Affiliate—

JUE Gets Pension Plan at Philco

By FRANK HARPER
PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 28—Beginning
January 1 the workers at the Philco
Corporation here will be covered by
a company-financed pension program
recently negotiated between the cor-
poration and representatives of Local
101 of the newly formed International
Union of Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers (IUE-CIO). This action in-
dicates that Philco has granted full
recognition to the IUE .as collective-
bargaining agent for its employees
without demanding a National Labor
Relations Board election between the
new CIO affiliate and the previous
bargaining agent, the Stalinist - led
United Electrical Workers.

Although details of the pension
plap were not made public, it ap-
pears that the plan is similar to the
one negotiated between the Ford
Company and the United Automobile
Workers (CIO) and provides for $100
a monih, including social - security
benefits to employees retiring volun-
tarily at 65 after 25 years’ ser\.;ice,

The cost to the company was esti-
mated to be eight and one-half cents
per hour per worker. The contract
specifies that no changes can be made

without mutual consent until Janu-
ary 1, 1955. Although the agreement
at present applies only to workers
covered by Local 101, it is expected
that the provisions will also soon be
extended to Local 102 at the Philco
Refrigerator plant.

Early in May, 1949, the Philco
workers were on strike for seven
days and returned to work without
any wage increase but with addition-
al holiday allowance and a non-con-
tributory hospitalization plan. The
wage question was then left open
with the stipulation that Philco
would be reguired to consider wage
increases “if and when in the opin-
ion of the-union [then Locals 101 and
102 of the UE, but dominated by the
James Carey faction], a national wage
patiern within the industry is estab-
lished.”

This pattern was never established
because of the failure of the Stalin-
ists to secure any gains in the Gen-
eral Electric and Westinghouse plants.
Nevertheless the new union was-able
to secure a pension plan similar to
those established by the UAW and
other CIO unions in lieu of a wage
increase.
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Tifoism and Independent Socialism—VI

* TITO, FRANKENSTEIN
AND FATHER GAPON

By HAL DRAPER
Vi

We have been considering, in the latest articles in this series, various
forms of pro-Titoist whitewash. That is only one side of the question of
Titoism. The positive side of Titoism, for us, lies in the objective effect of
the Yugoslav heresy upon the edifice of Stalinism. We began the series with
Fha_.t’ and return to it now: Titoism as “the beginning of the end of Stalin-
ism.”

The effect of the break in shaking up the whole Stalinist empire has already
been emphasized. Its objective effect in shaking up the structure of Stalinist
IDEOLOGY deserves to be mentioned separately under the same general head.

. What has to be stressed here is that it has such an effect in spite of the
fact that the official ideology of the Titoists is thoroughly Stalinist, not
because of any fancied tendencies within the Titoist bureaucracy to return
to pristine Leninism. The identity between Titoist and other Stalinist ideol-
ogy holds in all basic respects; the Titoists’ appeal to Lenin against Stalin
is only on such question as the Stalinist attempt to make out that “Marx-
ism-Leninism-Stalinism” requires the subordination of all other “socialist”
countries to Mother Russia—that is, only where such differences are re-
quired by the national-Stalinism of the Belgrade theoreticians (primarily
Moshe Piyade and Djilas).

Otherwise, the Titoists claim not without justice to be better Stalinists

than Stalin in their manhandling of Leninism. Thus Djilas wrote in Borba
in September, arguing against the idea that a world socialist state is pos-
sible rather than separate national socialist states:
v “Today it is common knowledge that there can be no simultaneous world
revolution, and so there can be no world socialist state either, no world die-
tatorship of the proletariat, and no world Soviet Federated Republic. To
assert the contrary means te cull gquotations from Lenin at will, tearing
them from their context, for it was exactly Lenin who replaced the older
Marxist theory of world revolution, as outdated in the imperialist stage of
capitalism, by the theory and practice of the feasibility of the development
of socialism in one country.” :

SELF-DETERMINATION—FOR THE BUREAUCRACY

Even when arguing on the grounds of democracy for the right of self-
determination, the reader will notice Djilas’ basically Stalinist thinking: the
idea of self-determination of the nation is explicitly made identical with
that of the ruling party which is also the sole existing party. After empha-
tizing that relations between countries must he voluntary, Djilas writes:

“The attitude of the working class on the question of self-determination
has very great importance. That is clear because the workers must follow
the party leadership, and if the pairty is not equal, self-determination is not
the expression of the free will of the workers. According to that, if a party
is not really equal in rights, its policy will inevitably be subordinated to
another party, that is, to another country. A voluntary agreement between
the parties in power is one of the main conditions for the reaching of a real
equality of the peoples in the development of socialisi.” (Our emphasis—
H. D.)

Again, a better statement of totalitarian gleichschaliung in all aspects
of social life could not be found in Russian sources to beat the following
from Tito’s Macedonian organ, Flake Valloznimit (an editorial in Septem-
her) :

"The ecenomic, cultural and social life of the people is thus systematized
and being regulated. Under the leadership of the Yugoslav Communist Party
headed by Comrade Tito the economic and social life of the people is devel-
oping similarly throughout our Fatherland, not only in working-class and in-
dustrial centers, but in the most buckward parts of the country.”

Today, as I write, the New York Times reports the decree of the Yugo-
slav CP Central Committee for the wholesale rewriting of all textbooks
(undertaken, says the Central Committee with its full share of the amazing
Stalinist penchant for 1984-type doublethink, to combat “standardized
ideas”!).

TITO CANNOf STOP THE QUESTIONING

It is not from this direction that the Titoist impact on Stalinist ideology
comes. It comes from a simple source that even Tito’s standardized textbooks
cannot eliminate: the mere fact that ALL Stalinist ideas are called into
question as soon as ANY one of them is called into question. This is true of
any totalitarian ideological structure, which must either be swallowed whole
or be rejected if tasted mouthful by mouthful.

The power break forced the Tito-Stalinists first to question and then to
reject the infallibility of their Pope in the Kremlin. Their need is imme-
diately for a new orthodoxy and a new Pope (therefore the new standardized
texthooks, for one thing) but this is simply impossible of achievement in
one hlow, on the heels of a rejection of the old. i

Thus, for example, the Rajlk trial in Budapest, where the confessions
“proved” that Tito is an agent of American imperialism, must be rejected
as a frameup; this is not a matter of ideology. But if the Budapest confes-
sions were a staged farce, extorted by the GPU, the question is evitably
raised of other confession trials. It did not take the Budapest trial to raise
this question in the mind of Tito or his leading bureaucratic henchman; they
knew and know the truth of the Moscow Trials as well as we.

But in the mind of a Yugoslav Stalinist worker, who has been educated by
Tito to revile the Trotskyist-Bukharinist-mad-dog-saboteurs with references to
the Moscow Trials, the mind-wrench is bound to be painful. As was widely pub-
licized, Moshe Piyade was forced to make the connection himself. Down in the
ranks, how great must be the questioning about the old Bolsheviks who were
“proved" to be traitors, about the generation which made the Russian Revo-
lution and which was slaughtered by Stalin in the course of purges which (it
is now revealed to them in a passing paragraph in Borba) were based on Buda-
pest-type confessions?

Tito himself was forced to make a speech in which he explicitly cau-
tioned that, in spite of all, Russia must still be considered a soeialist coun-
try and stressed that its treatment of Yugoslavia, while bad, could not af-
fect the “building of socialism” in Russia itself. He was saying: Don’t carry
our criticisms too far!

WHEN THE TOPS SPLIT

But thiey cannot help being carried further. The official editorial writer
in Flaka Vallaznimit gets carried away in August and indites: “The inter-
vention of the Cominform is comparable to the action of the Pope of Rome
against the Communists of the Catholic world. It is a backward step, an
anti-revolutionary and mercenary act.” Djilas wrote: “The unprovoked
blockade of Yugoslavia is like nothing the USSR has undertaken even
against capitalist states, and is a rare phenomenon even in the history of
capitalism.” What ideas do these heated denunciations stir in the minds of
the ranks who want to be Leninist communists and not merely Stalinists?

This may serve to concretize one way in which the inevitable objective
effect of the break takes form. Especially in totalitarian structures, any split
at the top creates a break in the dyke through which an opportunity is afforded
willy-nilly for the surge from below to pour through, and this in turn tears at
both sides of the break as it rushes through. This is as true in the ideclogical
sphere as in the case of mass-action movements.

In January, 1905, the priest Gapon led a mob of St. Petersburg workmen
to the czar’s palace to petition the beloved Father of His People for reforms,
preceded by an ikon. The troops fired upon the demonstrators, a thousand
dead bodies covered the square on that “Bloody Sunday,” and all Russia rose
in fury. The masses learned more than the priest Gapon wanted to teach
them,

The reader will be able to make all the necessary abstractions from this
analogy, since Tito is not simply an edition of Gapon, but the Yugoslav peo-
ple will also learn more from- their experience than their present leader’
wants to teach them. The same is even more true of the pro-Tito Stalinists
.outside the Russian empire, who are not under the physical constraint of
the Tito dictatorship.

Gapon himself disappeared in the whirlwind: “For they have sown the
wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud shall

{ wield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.”’

{Next week: The defense of Yugoslavia)
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Discussion: Pro and Con on the Question of Rearming West Germany

By SUSAN GREEN

In the discussion article “Socialist Policy and the
Rearmament of the New Germany” (December 26 issue
of LABOR ACTION) Eugene Keller seems to mini-
mize the dangers inherent in the idea that “the first
necessity is the unconditional recognition of the right
of the Germans as a nation to have their own armed
forces.”

“The faect,” he wrote, “that these may be led by
reactionaries is, to be sure, of justifiable concern to
thinking people everywhere, but the case is the same
with the leadership of the armed forces of any nation.
Given the opportunity and a little aid from their for-
eign friends, the German masges are quite capable of
dealing with the reactionaries in their midst.”

This is a very comforting statement, if one is looking
for comfort, especially if the bad name Nazi is toned
down to the much more acceptable “reactionaries."” How-
ever, the uncomfortable fact appears to be, judging from
all the information coming from abroad, that the rebirth
of the German army today on the nationalist basis em-
phasized by Comrade Keller, could well give the Nazi
forces the power they seek for a comeback.

Many of Hitler’s faithful are still around, with the
training and know-how to take over the organization of
a new German army. Thus entrenched in military pow-
er, the Nazi elements who have also found for them-
selves places in industry and in government will have
acquired the centralization once more to make a bid
for national leadership. Comrade Keller's confidence
that “Given the opportunity and a little aid from their
foreign friends, the German masses are quite capable
of dealing with the reactionaries in their midst,” is not
substantiated. What opportunity” does he mean and
which foreign friends? These ideas seem too vague to
counter against the very definite Nazi danger.

PART-TIME ARMY?

Comrade Keller described the kind of rearmament
he thinks the Social-Democrats should work for: “It
would be plausible and practicable to propose and build
a militia based on the existing mass organizations, such
as trade unions, peasant organizations, ete., with elee-
tion and rotation of officers and a certain number of
hours per week devoted to training in the many special
skills needed in a modern army. Insofar as full-time
officer personnel would have to be employed, means
could easily be found to control their activities. There
is certainly ample evidence in the history of the Ger-
man workers’ movement to demonstrate their ability
to organize their own military formations, hence this
would be nothing new to at least the older ones among
them.”

The question arises as to how realistic is this notion

of a people's militia made up of part-time soldiers. Do

not "the many special skills needed in a modern army"
demand intensive, full-time training? Certainly every
army being trained in the world today is based on this
assumption. This uniformity does not stem from the poli-
tics of the various governments, which are diverse in-
deed, but from the icchrica! recessities of modern war-
fare. In thinking about military matters the notien has

to be abandoned that a modern fighting force can be
made, as in the olden days., when to seize .a qun from
behind the door and to join workers similarly armed was
deemed sufficient. '

However, Comrade Keller's proposal for a people’s
militia is not only unrealistic from the point of view
of military requirements. It is inconsistent with his po-
litical approach, which seems to imply acceptance
of the role that the United States plans for German
manpower. After explaining the prospective need of the
United States for German manpower on the continent
of Europe in case the Russian armies begin to move, he
concludes: “Considering this basic trend of military-
political policy, German manpower is obviously a factor
which cannot be ignored. The new German army, how-
ever, . . . must have an ideology. It must at the least
be able to feel that it is fighting for a country of its
own, if nothing more sublime.” This seems to mean that
a new German army—to be sure, with an ideology of its
own—is to become part of the military machine of the
Western bloc. Therefore, the proposal of a people’s
militia has no base at all. Furthermore, with this mili-
tary-political approach, what becomes of the confidence
to control “the reactionaries”? As part of the military
machine of the Western bloe, the Nazi army men would
find very good berths.

ANSWER: INDEPENDENT WESTERN UNION

To conclude, then, Comrade Keller does not submit
“a sound democratic alternative” to United States mili-
tary plans. To be sure it is no simple matter to work
out a plausible socialist policy in the complicated cross-
currents of international politics today.

On the question of the rearmament of Germany, the
problem seems to be three-fold: (1) to restore German
national rights; (£) to arrest the power-strivings of
the Nazis; (3) to curb the “foreign friends” of the
Nazis.

Certainly the restoration of full national rights to
the Germans is on the agenda, as will also be the reuni-
fication of all of pre-war Germany. What can the So-
cial-Demoerats do to prevent these national aspiration
from becoming the meat of the ambitious Nazis? It is
apparent that, in the international milieu today, the
German people have not merely to wage the democratic
struggle themselves, but must indeed look abroad for
“foreign friends.”

Where else can such friends be found except in the
democratic and socialist elements in Western Europe, fo
whom both Nazism and Stalinism are anathema? In a
word, as the German democratic sectors struggle to rid
themselves of the supervision of the Allied powers, they
must also call for the unification of the peoples of West-
ern Europe in an independent democratic union. This
might be a plausible socialist policy. .

Instead of pressing for “the unconditional recogni-
tion of the right of the Germans as a nation .to have
their own armed forces” as “the first necessity,” social-
ists and democrats need to put on the immediate agenda
the independent democratic union of Western Europe
as the instrumentality to work for the democratic solu-
tion of Western Europe's problems, including military
problems,

Fenner Brockway Gives Background

Of British Provocation in Nigeria

The background on the recent

The government resisted the demand

ment] is crowded and the housing

shootings of native strikers in Brit-
ish-controlled Nigeria has been given
by Fenner Brockway, detailing “the
facts as they have so far been col-
lected by the London center of the
Congress of Peoples Against Impe-
rialism.” He writes in the British So-
cialist Leader:

“Press cables will have told the
people of the shooting of strikers at
the Enugu coal mine, of the riots in
four other towns, and of the state of
emergency, including the censorship
of the press, which has been declared
throughout Eastern Nigeria.”

The mines, he relates, are govern-
ment property. The government whose
property they are, however, is a colo-
nial government set up from London
over which the Nigerian people have
no control. “The African people cer-

“tainly do not feel that they own the

mines,” says Brockway with some
understatement, “They feel that the
mines are owned by their alien rul-
ers.”

The miners, through their trade
unions, had submitted a demand for
a raise in basic daily wage from 3s.
4d. (47 cents) to 5s. 10d. (81 cents).

on the ground that the present scale
was higher than that paid other gov-
ernment workers—that is, they ar-
gued that the miners should be con-
tent with the fact that other workers
were being sweated even more.

STRUCK FOR LIVING WAGE

“The case for the miners,” writes
Brockway, “is that the cost of living
has gone up so markedly that the
present wages do not allow of a
healthy standard of life. The recent
drought has meant a precipitous rise
in the cost of food, and overcrowding
in the towns has sent rents up by
leaps and bounds. It is not only the
miners who are complaining. There
have - recently been strikes by one
section of workers after another, in-
cluding the railway workers and.
more remarkable, the domestic work-
ers.” ;

Creech-Jones, the British colonial
secretary, had claimed that the hous-
ing provided for the Enugu miners
was “a model, but, says Brockway,
“many of the men employed at the
Enugu mine do not live in these good
houses. The estate [housing develop-

NEGRO WEEKLY, SATURDAY REVIEW OF
LITERATURE PRAISE HOWE-WIDICK BOOK

Further favorable reviews of “The
UAW and Walter Reuther” by Irving
Howe and B. J. Widick continue to
stream in from the national press.
Leading the' parade this week is a
review in the Chicago Defender,
prominent Negro weekly, which
writes: “Unlike most biographies of
persons and organizations, [it] is re-
freshingly objective . . . an informa-
tive, thoughtful and:readable book
which gives an excellent idea of the

development of an important force’

in American affairs. It should be

widely read.”

The Saturday Review of Literature
repurts the book to be “excellent” as
a “vivid picture of the unwholesome
social atmosphere in which the
American automobile industry grew.
. .. This story is ‘must’ reading for
anyone who hopes to understand the
meaning of the UAW.” The second
half of this review quarrels with the
authors’ conclusion that a labor party
is necessary in the United States.

The Memphis (Tenn.) Appeal finds
the book's opening chapter “a vivid
and realistic description of the mod-
ern city- of Detroit. . . . The Detroit
Chamber of Commerce will- probably

not thank Messrs. Widick and Howe
for this first chapter.”

The News Sentinel of Fort Wayne,
Ind., says “the authors were very
just in their treatment of the UAW
. .. lhe book’s pages are packed with
interesting data’” The book, con-
cludes the reviewer, “is top-notch
reading for anyone interested in the
effect of industrial unionism on
American society.” The Fort Worth
(Texas) Star finds the book “well
written and containing good analysis
and interpretation. . . . While writ-
ten by men who make no effort to
hide their friendly interest in the
cause of labor, it is remarkably ob-
jective.”

Various periodicals in this country
and abroad are reprinting sections of
“The UAW and Walter Reuther.” Its
chapter on Negro automobile work-
ers, already printed in condensed
form in Commentary, will also ap-
pear in the Negro Digest and in the
British Socialist Commentary. Its
chapter on Walter Reuther, which
has appeared in an early form in The
Progressive, has recently been ex-
“cerpted’ ~ by “the ‘British 'Sdcialist
Leader.

shortage is so acute that there are
miners who are compelled to walk
sixteen miles a day—eight miles to
the mine and eight miles back to
their homes—in order to keep a roof
over their heads. The rents of the
mining estate-houses are reasonably
low, but many of the men live in
lodgings outside the estate and they
have to pay nearly half their wages
in rent.,”

“The bitterness of the Nigerian
workers is intensified by what they
regard as the luxurious scale of liv-
ing of the Europeans in their midst.
The social gulf between English offi-
cials and Nigerian people is similar
to the gulf which existed in India
prior 1o the British withdrawal. There
is also a limited number of Nigerian
officials who live in this ‘other world’
of comfort, but it is inevitable that
the contrast should be interpreted in
racial terms. The resentment felt by
the Nigerians toward alien occupa-
tion is deepened greatly by the con-
stant evidence they have of how well
the white administrators live com-
pared with the wretched existence
of most of their own people.

POLICE PROVOCATION

“There is no doubt that the sense
of injustice and humiliation arising
from this contrast was responsible
for the looting of European shops
and houses which occurred in four
towns after the shooting at Enugu.
The fact that all the European women
and children had to be removed to
army barracks and that all European
men were conscripted into the police
shows how acute and dangerous ra-
.cial feeling has become.

“The official explanation of the
shooting is that police were sent to
the mine to remove explosives and
that the miners attacked them and
their lorry. Final judgment must be
reserved until.one can examine fuller
reports; but one may be permitted
to ask now whether it was wise to
send armed police into a mine that
was occupied by the strikens. A stay-
in strike was. proceeding: that is to
say, the strikers were in possession
of the mine. It was a serious deci-
sion, to say the least, to order.armed
men in these circumstances. to:enter
the mine.” T '

So Brockway puts it. In view of
the circumstances he describes—the
deliberately decided provocation of
the authorities in sending armed po-
lice into the sitdown strikers’ camp
—whatever exact information may be
dug up on precisely how the shooting
started cannot do much to lighten the
responsibility of British imperialism
“for the strike slaughter,” -

BOOK REVIEW

Vannevar Bush on the
Atom and Democracy

MODERN ARMS AND FREE MEN—
A DISCUSSION OF THE ROLE
OF SCIENCE IN PRESERVING
DEMOCRACY, by Vannevar
Bush. Simon & Schuster, N, Y.,
1949, 111 pages, $1.00 (pamphlet
ed.). :

By WALTER GREY

Dr. Vannevar Bush, former director
of the Office of Scientific Research
and Development, the top wartime
research agency, has written a na-
tional best-seller which represents
the latest trend in America's war
policy. Its contents are of interest
to every class-conscious worker.

Until recently top American strate-

gists . appeared to be aiming at a
“pushbutton war” of intercontinental
bombing with *“absolute weapons”
which would be swift, dreadful but
decisive. In such a struggle retalia-
tion in kind would result in terrific
destruction on the home front. The
dilemma of waging such a war is
apparent. !

Bush, in reviewing the achieve-

ments (for destruction) of American
science and technology, concludes
that the technological future of war
is less dreadful and frightening than
many believe, and that the demo-
cratic process is one in which enthiui-
siasm and skill ean build a world of
peace. The political implication can
only be the more-than-doubtful the-
sis that the United States can again
wage a relatively limited war, con-
fining destruction mostly to Europe
and Asia, without critical disruption
of ils own economic and social sys-
tem. This only, however, if the work-
ers of America can be sold on one
more “democratic war.”
‘ Aside from its political implica-
tions, Bush's book is of interest for
its technical aspects. To workers in
basic industries it will be no news
that mechanized war of today is only
possible through precision manufac-
ture and mass production as well as
the development of the internal-com-
busion engine. World War I served
as a proving ground for such weap-
ons as automatic guns, self-propelled
vehicles, tanks, aireraft, submarines,
radio communications and poison gas.
“Peacetime” developments in the au-
tomotive, radio, aeronautical and
chemical industries made ready the
more deadly weapons of World War
II. Likewise -the more -specialized
technologies like radar- and sonar
gave the United States an advantage
it never lost.

READY FOR THE KILL

Today, as never before, warfare is
a duel of applied science and organ-
ized industry. Through science there
is now the proximity fuse, a small
radio set in the nose of a shell, which
triggers off a predetermined distance
above the ground or from the target.
Thus the effectiveness of artillery
fire is increased ten times. Also, by
means of light rocket-firing weapons
like the bazooka and other recoilléss
guns, the firepower of a few men can
be increased tremendously.

On the surface of the sea, radar,
plus high-flying aircraft and ‘guided
missiles, may well foreshadow the
end of great ships and fleets. This
has been reflected in changes in na-
tional armament like the curtailment
of the aircraft-carrier program.

Less publicized has been the devel-

opment in submarine warfare with

the emphasis in this country on de-
tection. Sonar, or the reflection: of
high-frequency sound waves, as used
by hunter-killer groups of surface
vessels plus radar-equipped rocket-
carrying aircraft, turned the tide in
the last war against the submarine.
On the ascendancy in offensive is the
schnorkel - equipped submarine with
long-range torpedoes to pérmit firing
beyond the range of sonar. Counter-
measures to this threat occupy the
best scientific minds in government
research.

In the air, it will be of interest to
the homeless bomb - glutted millions
of Europe that from a strategic view-
point mass air raids on large popu-
lation centers are now, after careful
scientific analysis, not considered too
effective. Radar networks, fast jet in-
terceptor fighters and proximity fuses
have made great fleets of bombers,
even at high altitude, obsolete and
not worthy of the cost.

As to intercontinental guided mis-
siles of 2000 miles flight, Bush feels
that at present these cannot come
within 150 miles of their target with
reasonable frequency, and then only
at a cost of millions of dollars for a
single shot. The ability of any na-
tion, including the United States, to
bear the cost of such haphazard
launchings is guestioned.

FOR WAR OR FOR PLENTY?

Regarding the total war of the near
future, Bush writes that America
would probably suffer some destruc-
tion of factories and cities from
bomber fleets. and guided missiles as
well as from submarines along the
coast. However, the beating would
not be as bad as England took in the
last war and not sufiicient to greatly
weaken U. S. war potential.

Modern warfare, according to Bush,
yields victory to that nation best
utilizing science. Men of good will
in the democracies will win against
the dictatorship behind the Iron Cur-
tain since only they can best organ-
ize the research to provide the weap-
ons to defend that democracy.

Bush, with the usual naiveté of men
of science in political, social and eco-
nomic matters, does not realize that
war makes true democracy in the
world today impossible. Nor does he
indicate how science in the United
States is becoming increasingly pros-
tituted to the military machine. On
the other hand, while Hitler's doom
may have been due in part to his
failure to utilize science properly,
dictators as well as democrais can
still use the achievements of science
to do severe damage to the enemy
and to workers' aspirations, as-well
as to all that science stands for.

It is in the interest of workers of
all nations that the fruits of science
be applied not to winning a future
war, either total or “limited,” but to
build a world of plenty and security
now. Science by its very nature is an
activity embodying the desires of all
men for good; its harnessing to. the
war machine by any nation is its ne-
gation. As this becomes more appar-

-ent there should be increased dissat-

jsfaction among scientists over the
misuse of their activities. As with-all
skilled workers, “pride of output” in
science itself should extend to its so-
cial use.

et PRESS MANAGER'S ommmmmmens
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By L. G. SMITH

Last week we didn’t have room for
{he Press Action column, but the
subs continued to come in. We give
below the scoreboard for the past
two weeks. The first column gives the
number of six-month subs, with a
year sub counting as two. The sec-
ond column indicates the® number of
individuals who subscribed to the

paper,

Sub  Single

Branch Score Subs
Los Angeles .. 5 3
Detroit .. 5 4
Cleveland .- - 2
San Francisco . 13 11
Buffalo i 1 1
Philadelphia . ... 2 1
Newark . i 1
New York oo 18 11

N
ARTON e & 4
Miscellaneous ........— 2 1
37 0] - S — ;1 39

That would not be too bad a score,
all things considered, if all these
represented new subscribers. Many
of them are renewals sent in by the
subscribers themselves. Of course, for
a paper like LABOR ACTION if is
especially gratifying to have pegg;e

resubscribe, because it indicates real

interest in our ideas.

But we think the branches can and
should do more. The most'importarit
subscribers are -people who khow you
and who have some relation to the
League in addition to reading the pa-
per. Are there any friends of the or-
ganization in your city who don’t get
the paper? Those are the.people to
go after. :
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Nehru Makes Peace with Capitalists; | wresinl Tx 5 ti Coops-
 Hindu Fascist Issue Divides His Party

Indian Socialist Party
Calls for Left Unity

The following is a report of the recent plenary session of the National
Committee of the Indian Socialist Party at the city of Bangalore. The re-
port is reprinted from Janata, the official paper of the ISP, for October 16.
The writer, Yusuf Meherally, is an old-time leader of the party in Bombay.

The report is interesting for its information as well as for the indications
of the current political atmosphere among the party's leadership. For these
reusons it is presented to rveaders of LABOR ACTION. Needless to add we
do not take responsibility for-the program or politics presented here, nor

are we called upon to do so.

What 18 important is that the Indian SP is by far the most significant
socialist organization on the Asiatic continent today. It is the spokesman
for a substantial section of the Indian workers. Earlier this year the party
organized a new labor federation opposed to the government-sponsored
company unions of Patel and the old Stalinist-controlled federation. This
new Hind Mazdoor Sabha (Indian Labor Association) now has a member-
ship of some 650,000. The extremely powerful Railwaymen's Union has for
ite president Jay Prakash Narain, leader of the SP.

The party has seats on many city and provincial councils mchrdmg
such /basic industrial cities as Bombay, Madras and Caleutta. It is a rapidly
growing force in the working class and also in the middle elasses and intel-
ligentsia, whom it is beginning to attract away from the CP. The Congress
Party increasingly recognizes the SP as its chief opponent.

This is not to imply that the party does not have its weaknesses in pro-
gram as well as in organization. One has but to examine the section below
on agrarian policy to percieve what could prove to be a fatal weakneéss.
Yet this 18 the most dynamic socialist and democratic organization to emerge
from the great post-war revolt of Asia. American socialists will have to pay

inereasing attention to this movement.

By YUSUF MEHERALLY

The central fact in the Indian po-
litical scene is the great loss in popu-
larity suffered by the Congress (In-
dian National Congress Party). They
came into a bountiful
which has been squandered with reck-
less prodigality. The Congress is suf-
fering from the well recognized dis-
eases of a swollen majority, The dis-
order is now becoming serious.

But, outside the ranks of megalo-
maniacs and ministers, no one sup-
poses that the results of the last gen-
eral elections (before independence)
represent the permanent wishes of
the electorate. Already, the tale of
seats lost is beginning to mount and
the future holds little comfort for
the Congress.

This serious decline in Congress
popularity, apart from other reasons,
is largely due to their unreadiness
to deal with the burning problems of
the day in a bold and realistic way.

STATUS QUO ECONOMY

Take, for example, the deteriorat-
ing economic situation. Undoubtedly
the situation would have been diffi-
cult even otherwise, but it has been
aggravated because of the anxiety of
the administration to maintain the
status quo and to go on making com-
mitments in favor of vested mtercsts
and the privileged classes.

It is at the door of their refusal to
make any basic change in the social
order that the blame must be laid.

Events are making it amply clear
that there is no other solution for
this but socialism. Your executive
committee has been meeting for the
past ten days and the statements of
policies will be laid before you.

It will be clear from them that eco-
nomic problems in industry and agri-
culture cannot be satisfactorily solved
except on the basis of drastic altera-
tions in the economic order.

UNITED SOCIALIST PARTY

I would like to refer very briefly
to the question of Left unity. It is
gratifying to note that all Left groups
in this country have accepted social-
ist conclusions. That being so, it is
desirable that the entire movement
should be integrated into a single
party.

‘The Socialist Party has now opened
its doors to all and so far three organ-
izations have come into it. It is no
use having a score of competing
groups, with separate identities and
small membership.

I extend a cordial invitation to
them to join forces with the Social-
ist Party and help to build a power-
ful socialist movement in this coun--
try.

CIVIL LIBERTIES

Another issue is that of civil liber-
fies which have been steadily shrink-
ing in the past two years and more.
The disruptive activities of the Com-
munists and communalists are to
some extent responsible for this. But
the party in power has uséd: jts stra-
position very unwisely to
strengthen its sectarian aims. Free-
dom entered by one door but civil
liberties left by the other,
freedom look hollow.

It is time now not only fo remove
irksome restraints on freedom but to
cancel the Public Security Measures
Acts in the provinces, which have
‘been misused and whose continuance
is not warranted by any national

 emergency.

As for the food problem, this ques-

_ tion should ‘be lifted out of the realms

of party politics and treated as a na-
tional emergency. The Socialist Party
would offer its complete and ready
cooperation to _the government in
tackling this.

LAND ARMY
In this -connection, the importance

~of raising a powerful land army

inheritance, -

making °

Jack BRAD

should not be overlooked. The for-
mation of the land army was not only
an original but important and con-
structive suggestion made by the So-
cialist Party. The land army should
consist of three sections.

(1) The first should consist of
highly trained experts forming the
technical arm of the campaign.

(2) The second should be of a very
large army raised, equipped and
financed by the government from the
farmer and agricultural laborers to
push ahead with the tasks of inten-
sive cultivation, reclamation of new
lands, helping with irrigation schemes
and so on. The costs which would
run into crores would have naturally
to be borne by the state.

(3) The third part should consist of
volunteers from both the urban as
well as the rural areas. This will be
crusaders and missionaries of free-
dom. We must tap the idealism, espe-
cially of the younger generation, to
tasks of national reconstruction. The
volunteers would not only help in
the tasks of food seli-sufficiency but
also address themselves, after a little
training if need be, to building roads,
spreading literacy, sanitation and al-
lied matters and regalvanize our en-
tire rural economy.

We visualize that in three to five
years the land army will bring about
a revolution in our rural economy.
Cooperation and collective farming
will come to play an increasing part
in our agriculture; and the heavy
drain of Rs. 150 crores ($350 million)
for purchase of food from abroad will
be stopped.

The Socialist Party attaches the
greatest importance to the idea of
the land army.

CULTURAL FRONT

Then there is the urgent need for
building up an adequate cultural
front for the Socialist Party. There
is a tendency among socialists to con-
centrate on trade unions and kisan
panchayats and comparatively neg-
lect other important aspects of activ-
ity.

The literary and cultural-activities *
of the party should be given a high
priority. Finally, there are the young
socialist leagues and an institute of
higher training for party members,
by establishing labor colleges in dif-
ferent centers and publication of suit-
able literature.

ORGANIZATION

In conclusion, socialists must re-
member that the country has great
expectations about them and that
imposed upon them is great re-
sponsibility. If today, or in the near
future, we are called upon to shoul-

,derhthe burden of office, are we pre-

pared? It is important to develop a
powerful political organization for
the party, In certain parts, no doubt,
they had a creditable organization.
Others also must develop it to that
standard.

BOMBAY, Nov. 15 (SP of India For-
eign Bulletin) — Pandit Jawharlal
Nehru, before he became the first
prime minister of India, called him-
self “a convinced socialist and demo-
crat.” The responsibilities of office
have apparently brought about a sea-
change in his outlook. No more does
he refer to socialism even as a dis-
tant ideal. Significantly enough, in his
speeches in America, the prime min-
ister scrupulously avoided the word
“socialism.”

Though he continues to talk about
economic freedom and the middle
course of “mixed economy” between
the extremes of private enterprise
and socialization, the recent declara-
tion of Sardar Patel, the deputy prime
minister, at the meeting of the Cen-
tral Advisory Council of Industries,
has left litile doubt as to the direc-
tion of government economic pelicy.
It is not socialism that influences the
government’s economic policies but
the traditional theory of free enter-
prise,

Sardar Patel in his analysis of the
economic crisis praised the industrial-
ists and said: “I know that you have
carried a very heavy burden in the
past” and assured them that in the
near future the government would
revise the entire tax structure and
bring some relief to the capitalists.
He further said that investments have
fallen because of heavy taxation and
consequent ‘“diminution in the re-
sources of the investing classes.” We
must create a sense of confidence, he
continued, both in the investors and
in those on whom will fall the great
national duty of utilizing investments.

CAPITAL ON STRIKE

With this end in view, he an-
nounced that the government will
bring down direct taxation to a “more
reasonable level.” He further assured
the capitalists that it is the aim and
purpose to remove obstacles and not
to place new ones in their way. The
government has also agreed to amend
the Control of Industries Bill, in an
effort to meet the objections of the
capitalists. Thus the war of nerves
waged by the industrialists has ended
in a resounding victory for them.

They complained of loss of confi-
dence and extracted the declaration
from the government that there
would not be socialization of indus-
tries for many years to come. In the
name of “Capital is shy,” they re-
fused to subscribe to government
loans, sabotaged ecapital formation
and have now got the government to
remove all “obnoxious"” controls to
pave the way for the operation of
free economy.

The working class and the com-
mon people have hard days ahead.
Searcity increases and prices continue
to go up. Now the rural masses are
threatened with a cut in the prices of
agricultural produce, When the gov-
ernment talks about reducing the in-
dustrial prices, the capitalists and the
middlemen hit back by bringing
about artificial sugar famine and by
closing down textile mills and fac-
tories. The Indian National Trade
Union Congress, handmaid of the rul-
ing [Congress] party, sacrifices the
interest of the working class and calls
upon it to support this policy, which
cannot solve the crisis but must re-
sult in growing unemployment, high
prices and scarcity.

®

HIT OPEN DOOR TO FASCISTS

On the eve of Nehru's departure to
Washmgton the Working Committee
of the Congress Party [headed by
Nehrul took a momentous decision to
admit the members of the Hindu
Fascist Communal organization called

Free Enterprise |

“The trend toward corporate mer-
gers is still a trend. There's been
little publicity about it, but the num-
ber of merger deals has jumped in
the last few months. The deals have
come in all parts of business, too. In
one group of 35 mergers, 25 different
industries were involved. Wall Street,
of course, has a ready explanation for
the upturn. As these Streeters see it,
business simply wants to put through
as many mergers as it can before Con-
gress cracks down.”"—Business Week,
big business organ, Dec. 24.
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the RSS, on whom the government
imposed a ban after the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi.

This decision evoked a storm of
protest from the ranks of the Con-
gress Party itself, Its provincial or-
ganizations in Delhi, Madhya Bharat
and Marashtra protested against this
ruling of the Working Committee,
which they considered to be against
the teaching of Mahatma Gandhi and
the principle of secular nationalism
professed by the Congress. Some of
the provincial organizations, how-
ever, heartily welcomed the decision,
for they thought that the influx of
the militant RSS youths in the Con-
gress would so strengthen its posi-
tion as to enable it to fight the grow-
ing socialist challenge.

Yet the memory of Gandhi was too
fresh and even in the United Prov-
ince where no less a person than the
Provincial Congress President Pur-
shottamadas Tandon advocated the
cause of the RSS, a section of the
Congress openly revolted against the
policy of the High Command. Even a
journal as pro-government as the
Times of India was constrained to
characterize this move of the Con-
gress Party as a “desperate attempt
at political collaboration.”

When Nehru returned to India he
pronounced severe strictures on the
RSS. He said that the “RSS approach
did not fit in with the Congress men-
tality.” Now the Working Committee
has hastily come out with a “elarifi-
cation” that the members of the RSS
will have to resign from the RSS if
they choose to become Congress
members!

The collaborators have been given
a sharp rebuff and no amount of con-
stitutional quibbling, as the prime
minister himself described this clever
interpretation, can conceal the fact
that a very large section of the Con-
gress leadership, within less than two
years of Gandhi's death, is prepared
to collaborate with the enemies of
democracy in order to perpetuate
themselves in office.

But Real Tax Dodgers lgnored

By MIKE STEVENS

When Congress meets again there
will be a new flock of bills to tax the
cooperatives and the trade unions.

The reasons for these bills are ob-
vious. Heavy taxation on these or-
ganizations will wreck them. The
unions have no revenue outside of the
dues they receive from their mem-
bers. Even the cooperatives have no
profits in the usual sense of the word.

But if the lawmakers in Washing-
ton really want a few tax-free setups
in this country, let them just take a
look around and they will find tax-
free enterprises that net close to ONE
BILLION DOLLARS A YEAR.

They will find that the Giffen cot-
ton ranch in California was recently
sold for $4,800,000 and that the famous
Tom Campbell’s wheat ranch in Mon-
tana was sold for $2,000,000. These
used to bring in a nice slice of taxes
—but they won't any more. A tax-
free religious outfit, the Sacred Heart
Foundation of Omaha, has bought
them up. The old owners are still
there, of course, getting salgries even
higher than they took out when they
owned the places.

The government will not be get-
ting any taxes from the huge build-
ing that houses Lit Brothers in Phila-
delphia, or the Allied Stores Corpo-
ration, or Macy's in San Francisco.
Colleges own all that property now.
The department stores have long-
term leases, pay low rents and have
no investment in the property.

There won't be a nickel coming to
the government, either, from the

. real estate or from the business in-
come of the Ramsey Piston Ring
Company, or from the Mueller Maca-
roni Company, or from the Limoges
China Company. New York Univer-
sity owns all of them—lock, stock
and barrell—as well as a few dozen
more.

TAX DODGERS

The University of Michigan owns
Willow Run airport; another college
owns a radio station; a college owns
the property on which stand a liquor
store and a pool room; a college is

{o inherit the racetrack Churchill
Downs.

At least sixty companies have been
permitted to move to Puerto Rico and
thus not pay taxes. The setting up of
“tax-exempt” trust funds by dozens
of corporations to finance business
expansion and operation hash't even
been mentioned in the newspapers.

In Illinois’s Lake County there is
so much tax-exempt property owned
by religious organizations that Sam-
uel Cardinal Strich of Chicago, re-
cently admitted that he refused per-
mission to one of the Catholic orders
to purchase more property because
more tax-free property there would
“overburden the county even more.”

The cooperatives and trade unions
should be tax-exempt because they
are not profit-making bodies, and
equally important is the fact that
they are the organizations of the peo-
ple—of the great masses of all the
people.

A church which owns property is
a different matter. Because it is tax-
exempt everybody in the community,
whether he is a member of that
church or not, is automatically con-
tributing toward the propaganda and
development of that institution. The
same holds true for the parochial
schools of the Lutherans, Catholics,
Jews and others.

The issue of tax-free churches and
religious institutions goes a bit deeper
than the mere fact that the property
they own is taken off the tax rolls
and everybody’ elses taxes go up. The
basic issue of separation of church
and state is involved. When the gov-
ernment makes religious property
tax-exempt it is, in effect, subsidizing
the churches.

The time is now for the trade union
movement and the cooperatives of
this country to organize their forces
for the battle that will take place
during the next session of Congress.
All the bills will be aimed directly
at them. Some of the bills will not
be as crude as those mentioned above
—nevertheless it will be the trade
unions and the cooperatives that they
are gunning for.

ECA 'Integration’--

[Contmued from page 1)

nies, 1ec0gmzmg the trend in Europe,
wanted to build these refineries them-

SEIVEE. Theys immediately began to .

complain that the European compa-
nies were planning to increase pro-
duction beyond domestic needs and
planned to enter the foreign market,
to compete with U. S. export oil and
perhaps even try to sell 'oil in the
U. S. At the same time American oil
companies were planning a huge ex-
pansion program of their own. This
meant cutting back American oil pro-
duction.

U. S. VERSUS EUROPE i

In October 1949 a conference began
between British and American gov-
ernment officials to plan control of
production and explore possibilities
of allocating markets (N. Y. Times,
Oct. 9). The U. S. began to force the
British to curtail their expansion
plans and recognize the “legitimacy”
of the interests of the U, S. oil com-
panies,

At stake was more than the mere
“legitimacy” of these companies, the
strategic plans of the State Depart-
ment itself, Oil is an integral part of
the American defense plans, the blood
of the modern war machine. The
American oil fields in Arabia and
Venezuela could net be allowed fo
fall into disuse and deteriorate,

The *“stability” of these areas, in
the first place, depends on oil pro-
duction. Therefore the political and
economic consequences of the depres-
sion and the possibility of social up-
heavals demand continued produc-
tion. Second, these oil fields may be
leased out 1o another nation, perhaps
even Russia, and thus the U. S. would
lose direct control over them.

Consequently there is the necessity
for the maintenance of the foreign
markets in order to continue produc-
tion at the present level at least. This,
in turn, runs head-on into the at-
tempts of the European nations to
solve their dollar crisis, for which
American “aid” is necessary, by pro-
ducing and refining their own oil
The British plans call for an increase
in oil output to meet the needs of the
entire non-dollar world

Thus the ECA (European Coopera-
tion Administration) intervenes in
early Oclober and overrules the Eu-
ropean Marshall Plan Council, which
is ‘supposed to have the “authority”
for coordinating the Marshall Plan
nations by the Europeans themselves
and curtails the expansion -plans.
Though almost the entire amount of
machinery necessary had to be
bought in the U. S., with 88 per cent
of non-Marshall Plan dollars, the over
riding deiermmant was the strategic
need of oil.

On the House

A four-day strike of beer-wagon
teamsters starfed in Dublin, Ireland,
when employers ordered the men to
stop the practice of giving the horses
a half keg of beer a day. The strike
was. won.

That this strategy is the determin-
ing factor is seen in the attempted
solutions put forth by U. S. officials
at the above mentioned October con-
ference. The American oil companies
were willing to take dollars in ex-
change for sterling only to meet their
costs, and take a chance at being
able to convert their profits, Un-
doubtedly this meant that the U. S.
government was going to subsidize
the oil companies. Continued and ex-
panding production was the goal.

MEANING OF INTEGRATION

On December 20, Britain, forced by
the failure of the sterling devalua-
tion to make any significant dent on
the dollar shortage, announced the
cudrtailment by one half of dollar oil
import and the use of oil bought with
sterling.

The significance of the proposed
British action is seen in the imme-
diate response it brought from the
petroleum industry, from congress-
men, the ECA and above all the State
Department, which indicated its “con-
cern at the present action in this
field.” The N. Y. Times of December
21 reported that “Marshall Plan offi-
cials canvassed the possibilities of in-
direct sanctions in the form of a cut-
back in funds already allocated for
expansion of British petroleum re-
fining."”

The more direct forms of action to
be applied by the ECA and the State
Department remain to be seen. But
evident at this time is the practical
meaning of “integration,” the filling
in of the economy of Western Europe
to meet the imperialist needs of the
U. S. in the cold war.

Tresca Murder--

(Continued from page 1)
Scottoriggio’s slayers, and not even
make the gesture of such a promise
in the Tresca case?”

Thomas declared that Hogan, in as-
signing Assistant District Attorney
Louis Pagnucco to question Benjamin
Gitlow about the Tresca case before
a grand jury last February, violated
a 1944 pledge that Pagnucco would
not be permited to examine any new
witnesses in this case, That pledge
was made, Thomas averred, “after
Attorney Morris L. Ernst and others
presented documentary evidence
showing that Pagnucco had been
closely associated with Fascists in
the past and had been honored by
the Mussolini government.”

NO HOPE IN HOGAN

For nearly two years Pagnucco had
handled the Italian part of the in-
quiry in the Tresca case, in which
both Fascists and the Communist
Party had been suspected. Gitlow,
ex-general secretary of the American
Communist' Party, had alleged in a
new book that Tresca was killed be-
cause he bucked the OGPU—the Rus-
sian secret service—in the Juliet
Stuart Poyntz disappearance case,
and because he tried to foil Stalin's
plans in Italy by keeping the Com-
munist Party out of the Italian-
American Victory Council. Tresca
had told a federal grand jury that
Miss Poyntz, a disillusioned Soviet
agent, had been slain by Communists,

“Why was Pagnucco assigned to
question Mr. Gitlow?” Mr. Thomas
demanded. “It is true that he had pro-
tested passionately to me his repudl-
ation of Fascism and his desire to
solve the Tresca case. Yet his being
used to examine a new witness—any
new witness in this case—was a glar-
ing breach of Mr. Hogan's 1944 pledge
to the .Ernst committee.

“Our committee remembers, too,
that the district attorney’s.office long

neglected to question four close
friends of Tresca, who were familiar
with his enmities, and that even after
Mr. Hogan's attention was called to
this, we had to apply great préessure,
and many months passed before all
four intimates finally were examined.

“In view of these facts, we are
doubtful about getting effective ac-
tion from the Hogan office in the
Tresca case. We think it much more
likely that Carlo’s murder eventually
will be solved through the continuing
quiet work of certain members of
the Police Department who, for rea-
sons of their own, would like to get
to the bottom of that case. ,

“I do not accuse the District Attor-
ney of deliberate intent to shield
anyone, but of failure to act boldly,
imaginatively, and persistently to
clear up the mystery of the Tresca
slaying.”

CARLO TRESCA

Trumcm --

(Continued from page 1)

spirit of initiative and enterprise and
operate in a competitive economic
system,” he also knows that the “com-
petitive economic system” cannot it-
self achieve “these gains.”

What are “these gains”? The maxi-
mum Fail Deal program boils down
to the minimum promises necessary
to satisfy the people’s desires for re-
form. Public housing—a few more
drops in the bucket, “decent housing”
in Truman’s words. Increased unem-
ployment compensation — only the
amount a family can subsist on for
a while if the head of the family is
thrown out of a job, covering also
those who do not get any compen-
sation at all under the present law.
Health insurance—supplying the fa-
cilities that are partially or totally
lacking to many people.

WILL HE FIGHT?

This is not socialism. This is gov-
ernment therapy for an economy be-
set by inextricable -contradictions,
recommended by the more far-seeing
capitalist physicians.

Meager as it is, the Truman pro-
gram is bound to be trimmed down
in Congress by the Republicans and
by Truman’s fellow Democrats, par-
ticularly his Southern colleagues.
Truman himself did some whittling
on the rumored tax increase which
was to pay for the program, If had
been bruited in advance that more
taxes were to come from the wealthy
and the corpprations; now the mes-
sage is vague. There is no hint of a
decrease in the wartime es the
workers are still paying.

Moreover, even Truman's most en-
thusiastic Fair Deal friends—in fact,
particularly the more enthusiastic—
express their suspicions aloud that
Truman does not even wgnt to make
a fight to push his’ measures through
this session. The New Yotk Post, this
past week, ed!tonial:zed an exhorta-
tion to him to really get behind his
own program; the suspicion is that
he would be just as happy to see it
shelved this year so as to retain his
slogans for the presidential election
of 1952.

But the biggest obstacle of all to
any real Fair Deal is Truman’s ad-
mission that “more than 70 per cent
of the government's expenditures are
required to meet the costs of past
wars and to work for world pelce."
The expression: world peace is offi-
cialese for military;: preparatiom for
World War IL

No wage increase is proposed for
labor: It is proposed to maintain the |
present weak rent. contro] already
cut to ribbons; by Trumans own ad-
ministrative agency headed by Tlghe
Woods. As a matter of fact, prior.to
the message, Truman gave as his rea-
son for mamtainmg rent control the
removal of any pretaxt for a new
round of wage increases.

2000 OR 1984?

In liew 'of 'a more concrete pro-
gram for :the.needs of the pgople,
Truman permitted himself an H. G.
Wellsian glimpse into the American
paradise that will exist in 2000 A.D.
According to this piece of futuristic
fantasy, the welfare state has con-
tinued unhampered, productivity has
increased by four times over 1850,
with a family income three times the
current average, and capitalism is
stronger than ever. The Republican-
labeled “socialist” capitalist is merely
repeating the glowing pictures of the
future drawn by exponents of the
profit system before the 1929 crash,
whent capitalism was painted as
marching on from triumph to ftri-
umph.

Meanwhile the more realistic pic-
ture in all people’s minds for the
next half century is that of atomic
warfare, a capitalist system that is
dying in Europe, and permanent in-
security and fear as long as it is still
alive on these shores. And another
picture of this future has been drawn,
referring not to 2000 A.D. but to 1984,
drawn by its author George Orwell
on the pattern of the increasing bu-
reaucratization of Western capitalism.

Truman stated that “our republic
continues to increase in the enjoy-
ment of freedom within its borders
and to offer strength and encourage-
ment- to all those who love freedom
throughout the world.”

This comes from the man who or-
dered the attorney genéral to draw
up his “subversive list,” which has
become the basis for a systematic
witchhunt new to this country.
“Guilt by association” has become ac-
cepted government - procedure, in
spite of its rejection by one court
after another, His administration has
instituted the loyalty oath, first in
the government, now spreading to
private -employment, schools and col-
leges and other: agencies, whereby
any and all dissidents.'can.be: victim-
ized without any possibility of de-
fending ‘themselves, The FBI devel-
ops increasmgly intoa thought—pohce
force.

On this field too, government in-
tervention proceeds apace, on & capi-
talist basis, in ‘the direction which
has the police-state at jts end.

The State of the Ugioh continues to
be “good”—good for the powers that
own America now.

Gobbledygook

Year's prize for doubletalk goes to
the Interstate Commerce Gommission
examiner who repur’ts th'_"e is no
black  market in- train !'eservations
but says there IS evidence in some
cities of block pumhasé of traii'l space
and its resale to travblers at ahova
cost. ;




