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of victory in its 100-day-long
Chrysler strike that it can hardly
stand more than once in about five
_years.

Two incidents on the day of set-
tlement illustrate how differently

* this strike has affected the union,
““in - contrast to previous peace

agreements,

Downtown at the Sheraton Ho-
tel, Walter Reuther and other

" UAW leaders refused to pose for
* any pictures” with Chrysler Cor-

poration - officials, ‘and there was
nonie:of -the nonsense: of':a-joint

i statement,  the Tkind that usually ..
" reads: “We have dchieved a basis
for harmeénious relations based on -

mutiaal understanding,” etc. The
- strike is over, but there is no peace
between the UAW and Chrysler.
At one of the largest local union
halls, the photographers rushed
out to get the standard strike set-
tlement pictures: hundreds of
workers waving their hands,
cheering and grinning. It took
much pleading to get some arti-
ficial action shots, including the
‘one that appeared in the New
York Times. Of course there was
tremendous relief that the strike
was over, but after that kind of

" strike no one felt like cheering
about anything.

This different mood was reflect-

.~ ed Thursday night at the national
* Chrysler delegate conference
* where 100 delegates heard Walter
¢+ Reuther outline the pension plan,
the health insurance concessions, b

- | UAW Gains Wctory at (brjfsler
- ’| But Dangers loom for Future

. By WALTER JASON

" DETROIT, May 7 — The United
- Auto Workers (CIO) won the kind

and the contract changes made in
the new agreement between the
corporation and the union. The
subdued atmosphere almost puz-
zled Reuther. Outside of questions
for a half hour, there was no dis-
cussion except that begun by one

. delegate from Chrysler Local 7

who quietly challenged some of
Reuther’s interpretations. The vote

(Continued on page 7)
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U.S. to Finance War
By France Against
Viet-Namese People

from its grasp the French

keep the people of Indo-Chi

sion! Hands off Indo-China

'HANDS OFF INDO-CHINA!

Fr-'ance.'i's trying to keep ¢ nt
the wealth of Indo-China by force of arms. As one of
the last bastions of naked European imperialism slips

e

rol over the people and

He

ruling class turns to the

United States with a cry for help.
And the American government proposes to help

na under the military heel

of the French. Acheson thinks that the revolt of the
peoples of Asia can be stopped by a proclamation of
the State Department that the revolt should end. The
mask of U.S. imperialism comes off, and planes and
tanks replace the honeyed words of the UN Charter.

The American labor movement has a responsibility
in this situation. The cry must be raised from one end
of the land to the other: No arms for colonial oppres-

By JACK BRAD and H. D. SPECTOR

Ol

Secretary of ‘State Acheson has agreed, on behalf of
Washington, to underwrite and finance French-imperiailism’s -
war ‘against Viet-Nom to retain indo-China: within its-colos=

comes ouf entirely openly
for the first time since the
end of the war as favering

" the forcible suppression of
Asia’s struggle for indepen-
dence.

The explanation is the necessity
of "containing Communism"” ond
stopping the Russian threat. All
indications are, however, that its
effect can only be in the direction
of pushing Asia's nationalist as-
pirations into the fatacl embrace
of the Kremlin totalitarians—
which, of .course, will- then be
used to justify still further and
more brutal suppression.

A “large part” of the $75 mil-
lion assigned to President Tru-
man’s foreign-aid kitty by Con-
gress will be handed over for the

Pépper's Defeat Shows Two-Party System Is a "Myth,” Says New President of Hatters

By PHILIP COBEN

For the first time since the re-
election of Truman in 1948, a lead-
ing figure in the labor movement
and particularly in the movement
for labor political action has
called on labor immediately to
break its ties with the Democratic”
Party and establish its own party.

This came last Thursday, May 4,

. from the newly inaugurated presi-

dent of the Hatters Union, Alex
Rose, who is also vice-chairman of
in New York

A trend in this direction had
appeared in the tops of both the

¢ AFL and the CIO prior to the
- November.1948 election, but Tru-
. man’s unexpected victory and the
- bedazzlement which followed it
* put a quick stop to it. Illusions

on what labor could get out of
its tieup with the Fair Deal ma-

chine mounted to mnew heights. -

‘Rose’s surprise speech, complete--

ly unheralded in advance, indi-
cates that it is on its way down.

.Obviously important in leading
to the Liberal Party leader’s pro-
nouncement was the result of the
Florida Democratic primary elec-
tion in which Claude” Pepper,
known as a Fair Deal stalwart,
was defeated by Smathers on a
program which differed little
from that of the Taft Republi-
cans.

The two-party system has be-
corne “a myth,” said Rose.

“What further evidence do we
need than the returns from Flor-
idd, which show that a Democratic
candidate in a Democratic Party
primary can win on Senafor Tafl's
Republican program?" he asked.

The country has been reduced
to “virtually one political party,
with irregulars on each side,” he
explained, and he urged labor to-
gether with liberals to build a
new party as the only effective

way to establish
party system in our country for
the first time in generations.”
“We need this kind of realign-
ment so we shall know for whom
and for what we vote on Election
Day; to be able to know on elec-
tion night who won and who lost;
to know at once what political
thinking was approved or re-
jected; to realize who is in the
administration and who is the
opposition; to know what to ex-
pect from Congress and our gov-
ernment in days to come.”

CAN'T REFORM IT

It was in this passage especial-
ly that Rose showed his aware-
ness of what the hypnosis with
the Fair Deal has meant for la-
hor: exultation over ‘“victories”
on election night because a Demo-
crat supported by labor has won,
followed by an unending series of
disappointments, cries of “We
were betrayed,” and soul-search-

“a genuine two-

ing as the election victory proves

its hollowness.

- Miost important of all, Rese's
speech indicates that ke, et least,
has given up any hepe fthat the
Democratic Party' can be token
over by any coalition of labor and
liberal forces and reformed into a
"party of the people.”

At the same time, while taking
this fresh step forward, the new
Hatters’ president stayed within
the old framework in regard to
present policy, pending the for-
mation of a mnew party. Until
then, he said, he was still for
“pro-labor candidates of both
parties,” and even called on Sen-
ator Lehman to run for re-elec-
tion. This, as Rose himself
showed in his speech, can only
lead to the same disheartening re-
sults and futile blind alleys.

But in spite of this, the Hat-
ters’ stand ecan help the revival
of strong labor party sentiment

n SO 4oj ﬁ;ﬁi“‘v.’s.—ﬁhicll'was. af ’l"fcs‘ir.‘ﬁﬁ'-'?'}of"'lm,
widely looked on in Southeast Asia as a friend of freedom—

“dirty war”—as it is known all
over France, and not only in radi-
cal circles. Acheson will also rec-
ommend that additional millions
be voted by Congress to keep
French colonialism in power.
Justifying this course, the U. S.
press and official propaganda
plug away at three propositions:
Ho Chi-minh, the Viet-Nam lead-
er, is a Communist; Viet-Nam
was recognized by Russia; Ho is
receiving military aid from Mao
Tse-tung in China, How unen=
lightening these propositions are
can be seen only from a look at
what has been happening in Indo-
China since the end of the war,
During the war, the nationalist
movement in Indo-China was
pointed against the Japanese,
" (Turn to last page}

Liberal Party Leader Calls for New Party

in the labor movement and cait
mark a new beginning. As a lead-
er of the Liberal Party, Rose
himself ecan do more than merely,
talk- about his new orientation;
he can attempt to transform-the
policy of his own party in this
direction, in the direction of rur-
ning independent candidates sep=
arately from and against the two
parties with which the Liberals
have constantly made deals. Whe-
ther _there will be any change in
this respeet in view of Rose's
speech still remains to be seen.

Disillugionment with the fruits
of Fair Dealism for labor is
bound to grow. As it grows with
experience, pressure for a break
with the Demoeratic machine will
increase. Formation of an inde-
pendent labor party is still la-
bor’s only way of ensuring that
its vast political strength is used
for itself and for social progress
and not for the aggrandizement
of pseudo-liberal politigians.
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By MARY JOHNSON

A new white-collar and profes-
sional workers’ union is in the
making. The new union is the
CIO’s bid for control of the field
as against the Stalinists, whose
United Office and Professional
Workers (UOPWA) was expelled
from the national organization.

It's the Community and Social
Agency Employees, Local 1707, in
New York City, which has been
given a national charter by the
CIO to embrace the forces which
have left or want to leave the
UOFWA, particularly the latter's
Social Service Employees Union
(SSEU). At present the new CSAE
unites several chapters which have
broken away from UOPWA’'s Lo-
cal 19 with a number of chapters
which left the UOPWA several
years ago.

The situation out of which the
CSAE arises spotlights the condi-
tions of organized white-collar
workers. In 1945, UOPWA claimed
a national membership of 75,000,
which, in itself, is a very low fig-
ure given the size of the field it
had to organize. In 1949 it was pay-
ing per capita on the basis of
12,000, Today, it is estimated to
have a maximum membership of
10,000, SSEU remains its strong-
hold with a claimed membership
of between 4 and 5 thousand.

Even more than most Stalinist-
controlled unions, UOPWA was
used very openly as an adjunct of
the Communist Party. Tightly con-
trolled by the leadership with an
unusually apathetic membership,
all the wusual resolutions were
passed and donations te sundry
Stalinist causes given by voting, .
at very poorly attended member-
ship meetings for all sorts of levies
and every policy of the CP. Given
the size of the local and the chap-
ter setup, most members func-
tioned through their own chapters,
concerning themselves primarily
with chapter contracts, Only a
small core of Stalinists, some of
their sympathizers, and a small
band of oppositionists attended lo-
cal meetings with regularity.

Dues in UOPWA are the high-
est of dny CIO union in the city
and this in one of the lowest paid

fields. This fact was always a
seurce of complaint by the ordi-
nary rank-and-filer. Contracts
have been very poor in many

chapters and preoccupation with
Stalinist political concerns fre-
quently led to refusal to organize
new chapters, even in cases where
workers asked to be organized.

EXPULSIONS STARTED

The small opposition group was
active in the chapters where, as
shop chairmen or contract negoti-
ators, its people attempted to
maintain or get decent standards.
Their activity at local meetings
was by and large confined to
speaking on the floor against Stal-
inist policy and receiving the
roundest condemnation as ‘reac-
tionaries,” “fasicts,” and the like
from the leadership.

When it appeared that UOPWA
might be expelled or might resign
from CIO, this group organized it-
self into a rank-and-file commit-
tee and tried ‘to enlist local-wide
support for remaining in CIO un-
der all conditions. Although their
failure to organize much earlier

* made it possible for the Stalinists

to maintain their stranglehold
over the union without a serious

" challenge, the emergency situation

combined with their initiative and
qguick Tesponse brought instant
support to the group.

At the first meeting called by the
rank-and-file caucus, the~Stalinists
flooded the hall and disrupted sui-
ficiently to make it impossible to
continue the meeting. This typical
undemocratic behavior of the
leadership caused immediate re-
sentment and rvesulted in even
wider support for the rank-and-
file group. The Stalinists, in a
leaflet issued immediately “after
the even?, stated that this group

Union Challenges

had no right to existence, that
they weré union wreckers and
wanted to split the union.

Fearing growing support for
this group,, the Stalinists thought
they would squelch it by bringing
some of its leading people up on
charges. Morton Clurman of the
American Jewish Committee, who
had acted as chairman at the cau-
cus meeting, Eugene Jennings of
the United Jewish Appeal of New
York and Nat Roberts of the
United Jewish Appeal national of-
fice were presented with charges
accusing them of dual-unionism
and the like.

The charge against Nat Roberts
was simply that he avowed sup-
port for Clurman's position. The
course of the trial presented a
weird picture of bureaucratism
and Stalinist vilification. The de-
fendants were never permitted to
face their accusers. Sessions were
continued after midnight despite
defense requests for adjournment.
This trick was used to get rid of
observers who supported the de-
fendants while the amateur GPU
men were assured that their own
coterie would remain to the bitter
end. The defendants were nol per-
mitted to state their positions fully
but were forced fo confine them-
selves to yes-and-no answers.

Naturally, all were found guilty,
Clurman expelled and the others
suspended. Also appended to -the
jury's decision was the warning
that anyone heard voicing support
for or sympathy with Clurman’s
ideas would be likewise penalized.

CP USES SUPERVISORS

"This move, calculated by the
Stalinists to terrorize ‘any possible
opposition into silence, proved
their blggest boner. Sufficient in-
terest’ had been aroused by the
trial to induce many otherwise in-
active unionists to attend some
of the sessions and everyone read
the leaflets turned out almost
every day by the caucus in answer
to the Stalinist filth. Votes were
taken in a number of chapters
without waiting for the officialdom

‘to proceed and in most of the

chapters mentioned above, the
votes were conclusively for re-
maining in CIO and condemning
the {rial findings.

The new union, CSAE, today
represents between 1200 and 1400
members. In process of organiza-
tion are several other chapters
where the sentiments are still in-
decisive. The Federation of Jew-
ish Philanthropies is still being or-
ganized by CIOQ despite constant
pressure and intimidation of every
type. Since many of the supervis-
ors in the clerical departments are
Stalinists or fellow travelers, a
virtual fortress has been erected
by them around the clerical em-
ployees and it is next to impossi-
ble to get in to talk to these peo-
ple. However, with continued and
determined efforts, even that ob-
stacle should be broken in a rea-
sonable period of .time.

At the United Service and New
York Association for New Amer-
jcans, the situation is much more
difficult and complicated. USNA
and NYANA have largely a social-
worker staff and this field has for
many years been controlled by the
Stalinists, For the professional so-
cial worker to dissent means pos-
sible loss of job, since supervisors,
who must make regular evalua-
tions of the people working under
them, are in many cases Stalinists.
There is also the fear that, once
out of this particular agency and
back in the general field of social
work, the Stalinists will circulate
their blacklist and make life eco-
nomiecally and socially impossible
for anyone on it.

B
ABSORBING A LESSON

However, with all these difficul-
ties, the organization campaign is
proceeding fairly well and CSAE
plans to branch out into the many
unorganized shops and get new
contracts.

Office Work Field

CSAE started off very well and
very democratically. There is ea-
gerness and desire for participa-
tion on a scale unknown in the
old UOPWA. Political experience
is common among its members,
and they are in the main very
much concerned with keeping the
CSAE democratically controlled
and are “constantly active and
alert to any signs of bureaucrat-
ism. _

The chief reason CSAE has start-
ed off so well is the fact that an
organized rank-and-file group con-
ducted the struggle on a progres-
sive basis inside UOPWA and re-
mains in the leadership of the new
union, Had no such group existed,
either CIO would have made no
move on its own {8 organize a new
union or it would have done so
entirely from the top with a group
of hand-picked officers and an al-
ready solidified apparatus.

The importance of absorbing
this lesson is closely related to
some of the current proposals for
organization campaigns which are
being made by top CIO officials.
Because the Stalinists fight with
‘the* weapons of slander and bu-
reaucratic manipulation and' be-
cause they sign back-door agree-
ments with management in order
to secure contracts, it is easy to
fall prey to the. didea ‘that 'CIO
has to fight them with the same
weapons. This course may be fast-
er but it fails in one essential—to
build a genuinely -democratic
union with an aective and partici-
pating - rank and file.. At best, it
can guarantee a paper member-
ship, inactive and apathetic, which

is bound to degenerate into some-

thing similar to the old UOPWA.
It must be recognized, that sim-
ply having the CIO tag doesnit

“work magic. This is especially true

in the white-collar and profes-
sional field where the large per-
centage of liberals renders red-
baiting and top organizing meth-
ods totally ineffectual.

Democrats
To (ontest

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND, May 6— Ohioans
went Lo the polls on Tuesday in
the state’s primary elections and
selected the candidate to oppose
Senator Robert A. Taft in the
coming senatorial contest.

The unions and liberals have
done a lot of talking about defeat-
ing Taft, and major interest whas
on choosing his rival. With seven
hopefuls in the field, CIO-PAC
gave its endorsement to the three

MICHIGAN LABOR NOTES

| Housing ‘Solution’-Put Famlly
Of Eleven into Three Rooms! .

By JIMMIE LITTLE

DETROIT, May 7—The local city
government’s “successful place-
ment” of families displaced by
slum clearance is not turning. out
to be as successful as it originally
thought it'would be. The plight of
individuals from all walks of life
was brought out in a citizens’
meeting held' last Sunday under
the auspices of the Emergency
Committee on Housing.

A case of what the city’s official
head termed “successful place-
ment” was that of a family of
eleven. They were offered a three-
room apartment in the Brewster
Project.

Racial tension in the clty, aggra- |

vated by the housing shortage, be-
came more tense this week with
the attempted burning of the part-
ly constructed home of Dr. Wen-
dell Cox. This marked the third
time in recent weeks that vandals
have attempted to dissuade Ne-
groes from buying and building in

the Fenelon and Seven Mile Road-

neighborhood —a predominantly
white neighborhood.

The fire failed to do much dam-
age since it went out after burn-
ing all the oil which had been
poured on the floor. Police found
two jugs the following day which,
they said, had been used by the
arsonist in starting the fire.

Following the fire, the Fenelon-
Seven Mile Home Improvement
Association went into secret meet-
ing at St. Louis the King Catholic

Church. Police immediately estab-

lished a twenty-four-hour guard in
the area with patrol cars.

Edward M. Turner, president of
the local branch of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, wired Mayor
Cobo, demanding that the vandals
and arsonist responsible for the
ineident be arrested and brought
berore the bar of just!ce

“These despicable acts of vio-

lence and vandalism on Negro,

property must not go unnoticed.
We demand that those, guilty, in-
cluding the organizations which

are opposed to the building. of
Negro homes in the area and those
individuals who are carrying out
the acts of -violence be brought to
justice,” Turner declared.

The NAACP president pointed
out that these were not isolated
incidents, but that they tie into
a definite pattern to use force and
“other means” to perpetuate the
segregation which is the policy of

. the city administration.

The Brotherhood of Mainte-
nance of Way Employees (AFL)
announced this week that it would
demand a guarantee of 52 weeks’
work a year and-.an annual wage
from all railroads.

The  brotherhood  represents
nearly 300,000 track workers
across the country. Its headquar-
ters in Detroit.

L ]

As springtime rolls around, prep=~
arations are being made by many
parents for summer camp place-'
ment of their children.

Although indigent Negro - boys
and girls comprise approximately
64 per cent of the. total under-
privileged children in Detroit, they
received only 15 per cent of the
available ‘openings in - summer

camps last year. The other avail-

able underprivileged placementis

‘in summer camps went to white

children.

One of the biggest offenders is
the summer camp sponsored by
the Detroit Free Press, which will
not accept- Negro children under
any circumstance. This from the
newspaper that has labeled itself
a. crusader for liberty and the
American way of life! How can a

newspaper: that is read and. sup-

ported by.tens.of thousands of Ne-
groes justify this flagrant dlscrnn-
ination? .
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Choose a Party Hack
Taft's Senate Seat

most likely to succeed: Joseph T.
Ferguson, present state auditor
and one of the leaders of the state
Democratic Party machine; Mi-
chael V. DiSalle, mayor of Toledo;
and Henry Miller Busch, Cleve-
land College professor and leader
of Americans for Democratic Ac-

tion. v

The winner by a substantial
margin was Ferguson, weak and
colorless but faithful party peliti-
cian. He is known solely for using
his state office to publicize his
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often in petty and cheap
stunts. His sole appeal to the labor
movement is his claim that since
he has the full support of the Dem-
ocratic Party apparatus, he is THE
man most likely to succeed, He
has committed himself on no is-
sues and offers no inspiration to

the voters anxious to retire the
anti-labor Taft,

As a maiter of fact, Taft, al-
though unopposed in the Republi-
can primary, polled nearly as
many votes as all seven of his

Democratic opponents, 3

Few events in recent years have
so dramnratically demonstrated the
need for labor to have a party of
its own and candidates of its own.
With anti-Taft feeling running
high and with the unions forming

the backbone of that feeling, not ™~

one candidate who could even at-
tempt to claim to be a Iabor
spokesman entered the race, Ohio’s
outspokenly anti-working - class
senator needs to be beaten, but
this machine - politician opponent
of his offers little incentive to do
the job.

BALDAU CHOSEN TO HEAD CLEVELAND
FEPC WITH SUPPORT OF LABOR MEN

Cleveland’'s. Fair Employment

Practices Law was recently passed
by the City Council, and the mem-
bers of the board to administer
the law were selected by the
mayor. The first controversy be-
fore the board was the selection
of its executive director, with
Frank Baldau in the center of the
fight.

Baldau was the director of the
old Community Relations Board
and had antagonized the city's in-
dustrialists by his activity in be-
half of the FEP Law. In what must

have been a desperate attempt to
sidetrack Baldau by the votes of
the three labor representatives on
the new board, the personnel com-
mittee recommended Sam Spon-
seller, CIO regional director, for
the job.

After quite a wrangle this move
failed and Baldau got the appoint-
ment until the end of the year,
with the labor members support-
ing him. While Baldau is not the
best man for the position, under
the circumstances his selection can
be interpreted as a victory for the
advocates of FEP, -

_ for an
Independent Labor Party
— | 25 cents Order from::
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By MARY BELL

May Day, 1950, aside from the
celebrations of small independent
socialist and labor groups, was no-
where—not in Moscow, Belgrade,
Berlin, Tel Aviv or New York—a
genuine workers' holiday where
the banner of class solidarity and
internationalism was hoisted high.

May Day. as a traditional mili-
tant working-class day of celebra-
tion, has been debased. It has been

" to a large extent snatched out of
the hands of the workers by the
power blocs of imperjalism and
made another instrument in the
cold war.

«Every official May Day demon-
stration in virtually every country
was bisected by the sharp edge of
the East-West struggle for domi-
nation. Every one of these May
Day celebrations or parades

Profiteers’ Angle
" The big-business weekly Busi-
ness Week doesn’t have much faith
in the corporations’ charitable in-
tentions —no more than we, it
seems. .
Coming out in favor of increased
social-security benefits, its editor-
ial explanation concedes that it
has a selfish reason. This is: the
unions-are now driving for supple-
mentary company plans which
would give workers combined fed-
eral and private pensions of $100
a month. Under these plans com-
pany contributions go down as
federal pensions go up.
_ “That gives the companies with
private plans an obvious interest
in raising the level of social-secu-
rity benefits,” says Business Week.

'And I¥'s Your Baby!

Zachariah. Chaffee, noted law
~ professor at Harvard, in a recent
_sletter to the House Un-American
Activities Committee, has a de-
scriptive phrase “for the Mundt
“anti-subversive” bill.

. He wrote that the measure ‘is
like using a hammer to swat a
wasp on baby's head.”

By YETTA BARSH
Fund Drive Director

MAY 8—The end of the ISL Fund
Drive finds collections almost at
the $12,000 mark. A total of $11,-
752.13—better than 98 per cent—
has been sent in by the 28 units
participating in the drive. ;

All of the indications are that
contributions to the drive will
continue during the next weeks,
and that the $12,000 goal will be
reached and in all likelihood ex-
ceeded.

In a Nutshell

Henry Morgan, the radio funny
man, addressed his April 23 WNYC
show to an audience including sec-
vetaries of 200 congressmen. He
gave them this message to take
back to Washington:

“You can fool some of the peo-
ple all of the time, and all of the
people some of the time—and you
should stop doing it.”

| Next — |
A Labor Party!
by Jack Ranger

A Hard-Hitting, Meaty
" Presentation of the Need

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Square
Long Island City I, N. Y. .

pledged allegiance in one form or
another to some official flag—not
to the red flag of working-class
independence.

It is difficult to judge which
travesty was more supreme, the
“Loyalty Day"” parades organized
in this' country by the anti-labor
reactionaries and supported by the
conservative labor leadership here,
or the Moscow demonstration of
new Russian jets in the air show
which Stalin reviewed atop Len-
in's tomb,

The crowning atrocxty in the
New York “loyalty” parade was
the marching of the Cossack rep-
resentatives of the Russian “anti-
Communist center.” The rest of
this highly unsuccessful parade—
unsuccessful from the standpoint
of marchers and witnesses—con-
sisted appropriately of Boy Scouts,
youthful and adult. =~

It would be difficult to charac-
terize adequately the May Day
antics of the two ex-CPers, Ben
Gitlow (former CP general secie-
tary) and Joseph Zack Kornfel-
der. Under the auspices of the lo-
cal American Legion, these two
renegades from the working class
organized and staged a mock
“overthrow” of the town of Mosi-
nee, Wis.,, alerting fthe 1400 citi-
zens to the “threat” in their midst.
The patriotic festivities wound up
with an exhortation on American-
ism by the Legion head and the
congratulations -of the mayor, who
was also a foreman in the mill
which dominates the town.

The Stalinist May Day parade
in New Yerk was an eerie specta-
cle. Down again this year to about
14,000 (last year 20,000), it consist-
ed of the die-hard stalwarts, those
who were willing to risk being
photographed by the FBI along
the road of march. There were
sizable fractions from the Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers
Union, the perennial Fur Workers’
delegation, the Artists and Writers,
“mothers’” groups, etc. The slo-
gans on the placards were mostly
militant, not blatantly pro-Russian.
The marchers had courage and the
1200 cops were tough. Yet all

We are both pleased and encour-
aged by the results—to us they in-
dicate an appreciation of our
press anid efforts to popularize
among ever wider circles the pro-
gram of the Independent Socialist
League and the ideas of Independ-
ent Socialism. ,

Of the 28 Fund Drive partici-
pants, 12 have oversubscribed their
quotas and nine others have ful-
filled theirs. Among the units
which have not yet met their quo-
tas are branches which were con-
fronted with unanticipated diffi-
culties during the course of the
drive which prevented them from
following through on their origi-
nal plans.

As an example, so many of our-

Detroit comrades and friends were
affected by the long -drawn - out
Chrysler strike that it has been
impossible to count on them to
meet their pledges made early in
the drive. However, we have as-
surances that our Detroit com-
rades will make up for this at
some future date.

In addition, the Akron, Seattle,
Pittsburgh and Baltimore com-
rddes promise that they have not
yet-sent in the final sums on their
quotas, and we still expect to hear
from some old friends who will
add to the “General” contribu-
tions.

Qur Buffalo comrades exerted
themselves to the utmost and
raised a substantial $800 of the
$1,000 quota assigned to them,
more on the basis of the needs
of the ISL than on the financial
resources of the branch.

- 'SYL AND N. Y. ON TOP

ay Day Perverted into
-Day by Both War Camps

marched in the belief, some naive-
ly, 50me cynically, that Russia is
socialism, and that's what they're
striving for.

PERVERTED TO M-DAY
Berlin's May Day turned out
half a million in the Eastern sec-
tor and another half million in
the West. For the Stalinists, it was

- a dress rehearsal for the Whit-

suntide demonstration to -take
place May 28 which threatens to
overrun Western / Germany; for
the anti-Stalinists, it was a coun-
ter-rehearsal, policed by thousands
of occupation soldiers, with an eye
to checking the scheduied CP dem-
onstration,

In Yugoslavia, the haven of na-
tional - Stalinists and totalitarian
liberals, the banners of Marx, En-
gels, Lenin and Stalin were re-
placed with Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Tito. Of the Stalinist sphere,
if not in it, Tito issued his mani-
festo calling for a return to the tra-
ditions of “Leninism” —that is,
appealing to all anti-Moscow Sta-
linists. Quick as a reflex, putting
a proper period to the ignominies
of May Day, the self-styled “or-
thodox Trotskyists” of the Social-
ist Workers Party cabled their fe-
licitation to Tito.

It is clear that the spirit of the
young American Federation of La-
bor of the Nineties, which initi-
ated May Day in the struggle for
the eight-hour day and the heroes
of the Haymarket riot who were
martyred fighting in labor’s cause,
is alien to the official May Day
of this period and the labor offi-
cialdom as well. This new May
Day is more of an M-Day, a mo-
bilization for war, and is a mock-
ery of even the pagan May Day,
a spring festival which now sur-
vives in the maypole ceremonies
of “children. Better that May Day
be left to children, dancing with
maypole ribbons, than be pervert-
ed to the uses of atomic warfare.

The Labor May Day is as en-
cased in a spore, a dry seed that
will only flower with a new, vig-
orous and widespread socialist
movement.

"FUND DRIVE HITS 98%; SYL, N.

First honors in the drive go to

our young comrades of the So-’

cialist Youth Leage. There is no
doubt but that their efforts and
results astounded us all—the lead-
ers of the S¥L, who decided on
the division of the $350 over-all
guota among the various units, as
well as the ISL.

The SYL raised a total of $736.50
(210 per cent), thus partially com-
pensating for the inability of some
of the ISL branches to meet their
quotas and testifying to the en-
ergy and devotion of our young
comrades as well as to the stabil-
ity and growth- of the Socialist
Youth League.

New York City likewise came
through with flying colors. It was
assigned the largest quota in the
drive—$4,000—which it not only
met but exceeded to the tune of
$500. This means that our New
Yaqrk ISL branches raised and con-
tributed approximately 30 per cent
of the total amount collected in
the drive — a substantial feat
worthy of real recognition. Our
New York comrades planned their
drive well and succeeded in se-
curing cooperation as well as sig-
nificant contributions from com-
rades and friends.

Special mention should be made
of our two West Coast branches,
Los Angeles and the San Francisco
Bay area, both of which oversub-
seribed their sizable quotas de-
spite all sorts.of difficulties, as
well as of Newark and other
branches which had less sizable
quotas but managed to fill and
exceed them.

We want to thank our friends
from various parts of the country

Howe in Three Meetings and
2 Debates at U. of C., Madlson

By LEON J" MANN

CHICAGO, May 3 — Last night a
series of three special meetings
for Irving Howe, held by the Uni-
versity of Chicago chapter of the
Socialist Youth League was con-
cluded -as a big success.

About fifty people heard Reuel
Denney, a professor of ‘English,
and Ned Rosenheim, an instructor
of humanities, both at the univer-
sity here, discuss with Howe the
“Changing Social Stereotypes in
American Literature.” The two
previous. meetings in the series
were also very successful.

On Saturday night a symposium
on “Religion and the Intellectuals”
was held. About eighty people at-
tended and an admission of 35
cents was charged. The other
speakers with Howe were Chris-
tian Mackauer, professor of social
science, and Gerhard Meyer, pro-
fessor of economics. Interestingly
enough, Meyer was substituting on
the platform for another speaker
who had withdrawn from the
meeting at the last moment on the
ground that the sponsoring organ-
ization was opposed to the govern-
ment. On the other hand, Meyer,
who has been seriously ill for sev-
eral months, agreed to fill in at
the last moment as a protest
against the disgraceful withdrawal
of his predecessor.

The second meeting in the series
was held on Sunday as the SYL's
May Day meeting. Sixty people
heard Howe speak on “The
H-Bomb and the Future for So-
cialism.” In this talk Howe not
only examined the horrible situa-
tion the world faced as a result of
the development of atomic weap-
ons, but also analyzed very care-
fully the shabby role of the ADA
liberals and even the UAW'’s lead-
er, Reuther, in this atfitude toward
the use of the bomb. He concluded
his talk with a very inspiring ad-
dress to young people on choosing
their life’s work. He urged that
they enter politics and devote
themselves to the struggle for so-
cialist freedom.

On Sunday evening after the
SYL May Day meeting many SYL
members and friends visited the
home of a friend, where-a social

Y. STAR

who sent in their contributions to
the “General” fund since our last
acknowledgment two weeks ago.

You can still help jack up the
“General” fund by sending in your
contribution now!

was held in the late evening. Ear-
lier, at 8 p.m., Howe spoke on
Radio Station WIND in Chicago,
where he debated Abba Lerner,-
Roosevelt College economics pro-
fessor, on “Should Communists Be
Permitted to Teach?”

Another meeting was held with
Irving Howe at the university,
where he again debated Lerner
for the Politics -Club. Thus in four
days he spoke at the U. of C. four
times. It was the best educational
program at the university this se-
mester.

[

By GEORGE SALM

MADISON, Wis., May 5—*“In a
debate before the Socialist Club
last night, both Irving Howe, au-
thor and writer, and Carl Auer-
bach, university law professor,
agreed that a political realignment
was needed in the United States
but disagreed as to how realign-
ment should be attained.

“Labor is the mass basis of the
Democratic Party but it does not
control the party and should with-
draw, said Howe.

“He said that labor has received
‘next to nothing’ from the Fair
Deal and that since labor is poten-
tially a very powerful force it
should form its own political par-
ty where it can effect social
changes.

“Auerbach said that a labor par-
ty would isolate the labor move-
ment and that it would bring forth
the idea that labor was trying to
take over the country.

“His plan is to get the liberal
and labor elements to work toge-
ther.” — From page 1, The Daily
Cardinal, University of Wisconsin.

L J

About sixty people attended the
Howe-Auerbach debate. Auerbach,
member of the national executive .
board and a founder of Americans

for Democratic Action (ADA), up-

held the position of that organiza-
tion. He claimed that now that
both “extremes” (Wallaceites and
Dixiecrats) are out of the party, it -
is possible for the liberals to take
over. However, he failed to an-
swer Howe's assertion that the
Dixiecrats are very much in con-
trol of the Democrats in the South
and that even the fair-haired son
of the liberals, Senator Douglas,
has turned upon his Election Day
promises.

During the afternoon, several
hours before the debate, a recep-
tion was held for Irving Howe in
the student Memorial Union at the
university. Many students came to
meet Howe and discuss with him
his UAW book and other writings.

Branch

BERKELEY SYL
CHICAGO SYL
ST. LOUIS SYL ..
SYL AT LARGE
NEW YORK CITY SYL
YOUNGSTOWN
WEST VIRGINIA
NEWARK
NEW YORK CITY
ST. LOUIS
SAN FRANCISCO ..
LOS ANGELES
PHILADELPHIA
BOSTON

CHICAGO
CLEVELAND
READING

STREATOR
NEWARK SYL ..
DETROIT SYL ...
BUFFALO SYL
Buffalo -
Baltimore
Akron
Pittsburgh .
General
Detroit
Seattle

Fund Drive Box Score

Quota Received Per Cent
$30 $112 373
100 280 280

15 29 193

30 53 177
125 187 © 150
LKL 13

65 130

284 114

4500 112

109 109

545 109

537 107

402 100

75 100

1500 100

300 100

100 100

25 100

15 100

30 100

30 100

800 80

sbess 59 79
- 144 72
101 &7

In 64

256 51

110 28

$12,000° $11,752 98

Fokal ..o
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Elitonials

Paint of Pride

We have been DOING it for ten years. It
has come ‘to-be taken for granted in the ranks
of ithe Independent Socialist League. But the
launching of a new public political discussion
in ihe columns of LABOR ACTION (see page

6)  reminds us that we have never, written -1

much about it. .

“Ii”- is a policy which is unique to -the
ISL, =t least among socialist groups in this
country, It raises one aspect of the- oft-dis-.
cussed question of socialist democracy. It has
a bearing on the related question of the rela- .
tionship between the socialist vanguard and..
the class whose interests we represent... . .

It is this: as a general policy, political and
thecretical disputes and even factional.con-
troverzies WITHIN the ranks of a socialist or-
eanization are not matters to be confined to
“interrnal,” “secret” bulletins and documents
restricted to members only, and carefully
kept from the prying eyes of “outsiders,” but
properly belong in publications and bulletins .
which are as available to non-members "as to
members; available, that is, to the general
public, or whatever segment of the public is
interected in the questions being discussed.

Thus, from the very inception of our move-.
_ment in 1940, ALL of our “internal” political
coniroversies—debates on policy, ideas.and the-
oretical concepts within our membership—
have always been published so as to be ob-
tainakle by anyone who wishes to read them.
This has -been done in the columns of the
New Internatienal, in LABOR ACTION, and
in the ISL bulletin “Forum.”

Thiz is neither an accidental organizational
habit of ours nor a technical detail—far, from
it! It was adopted deliberately and with a
conscicusness of what it implies—in fact, BE-
CAUSE of what it implies. We set out to re-
vive the best traditions of the socialist and
Marxist movement with respect to the inter-
nal political and ‘intellectual life of the organ-
izalion. And it has “worked.”

We start first with the proposition that a
socialist organization (for that matter, any
political organization) in whose ranks there
are NO controversies over policy and ideas is
either (a) dead, or (b) monolithic in the Sta-
linist zense. As a result basically of the rise
of Stalinism, there did grow up a tendency in
ihe socialist movement to feel that the exist-
ence of internal differences was something to
be concealed from the eyes of the “outside”
workers...a united front must always be dis- "~
played on the “outside”...we don't want out-
siders to know that we “quarrel” among our-
selves, ete. Even the Socialist Party, loose as~’
it is in every respect, has not been able to rec-
oncile itself to consistently making its inter-
nal pcaitical discussion available to anyone.
As for the Socialist Workers Party, this group
still holds to the Stalinist tradition fully in
this regard, including its fetishism of unanim-
jity—and when a dispute does break out in its
ranks, as is true now on the question of Tito-
ism, its internal bulletins on the question are
as jealously guarded from profane eyes as an
empercr's beily button.

We threw all that rubbish out ten years
ago. We believe that the political questions
which we discuss “among ourselves” SHOULD
be of as great interest to other workers con-
cerneéd with politics as they are to us. We
believe that advanced workers and sympa-
thizers who are interested in these questions
will find our discussions as educational as we
do. We believe also that, insofar as they take
a hard, in whatever limited way, we can
learn from them. We believe, furthermore,
that if and when we adopt a new view, line,
policy or political tactic, or modify an old
one, our friends and sympathizers are entitled
to kncw why and how.

Quite the opposite of the aim of the Sta-
linists (or their fast-traveling relatives the
SWP), the Independent Socialist League does
NOT want to convey the impression that it
consisiz of. people who think with one mono- -
lithic mind on every question, new or old,
that can come up. Just the contrary: we
WANT to convey the idea that in the move-
ment, and within the framework of the basic
jdeas which define if. there is going on the
livest, -most stimulating, most original and
thought-quickening thinking on. the problems

*of our day that is to be seen anywhere. And
it is only because of the atmosphere that has
thus been created over a decade that we have
been able to develop, in the many-sided give-
and-take of collaboration, fruitful and ade-
quate answers to so many problems of the
socialist movement today.

There were dangers and difficulties, such
as monolithism and bureaucratism need not
fear. Such an aim COULD have developed
into theé mere intellectual dilettantism of a
talking-shop -or debating club, instead of se-
rious concern with hammering out policy -for
a fighting - soeialist movement. But it has
“worked,” and it is one of the characteristics
oi. our movement of which we are most proud.

¥ $CIENCE

By CARL DARTON _

The misuse of science today shows up not only in the field of ‘de-
_struction, but also in many other ways which touch our lives daily.
This misuse occurs beeause the guiding motive in American society
is the drive for profits regardless of the effect on our health.

Take the field of medicine. Benefits from the marvelous scientific
discoveries which have occurred in medical research sift through to

“ the people almost by accident, and only after full tribute has been paid

to the large drug corporations which thrive on the exploitation of

“these discoveries, In the mad rush for profits, new developmeénts in"

medicine are released and broadecast to the unsuspecting public before

‘their safety and beneficial effects have been fully established.

The term '‘guinea pigs” as applied to the American people was

" toined some years ago but its application has never been more apt than
‘in recent months in reference to the “cold war in antihistaminies.” A
“¥echnical review under this title recently appeared in Chemical and En-
" gineering News and illustrates the motto of American business of “full

speed ahead for profits—the public be damned.”

* _ Antihistamines have been known for several years in the treat-
ment of certain allergies. However, about a year ago the results of

‘tests at the U. 8. Naval Hospital at Great Lakes indicated that anti-

histaminic drugs were effective in the treatment of the commen cold

if taken within the first hour or so after the onset of symptoms. Imme,

diately a race began among the drug companies to capture the $100-
million-a-year cold-remedy business. ;

Soon Hydryllin, Diatrin, Histadyl, Resistabs, Anahist, Inhiston and
many similar drugs appeared. Spurred by national advertising by
radio, newspapers and magazines, the first 90 days’ sales were esti-
mated at $15 million. The drug industry, one of the heaviest advertis-
ers in American business, spent $10 million for this purpose in the
first month. The field became a real hustlers’ holiday. All in all, about
50 brand names of antihistamines have been ‘“cleared” by the U. S.
Food and Drug Administration. Many of these are permitted for
“over-the-counter” sale, that is, without a prescription.

Despite the effort being put behind the promotion of these drugs,
there is considerable difference of epinion in the medical profession
regarding both the safety of their unbridled use as well as their effec-
tiveness in the treatment of a cold. The widespread use of antihista-
mine has resulted in many cases of adverse reaction, particularly
where drowsiness induced by their use has resulted in harm to ma-
chine operators and car drivers. Overdosage has resulted in deaths,
particularly with children. :

CITED FOR FALSE ADVERTISING
- The American Medical Association Council on Pharmacy -and
Chemistry has concluded that available evidence does not justify the
widespread promotional claims for their use. Decrying the advertising
methods of exaggeration and distortion, they condemn drug manufac-
turers who attempt to stampede the public to use unproved remedies.
The matter has gone so far that several states are considering bills
to restrict their sale; such a measure has already been introduced in
the New York State Assembly. It is also reported that in England anti-
histamines may soon be put on the "Poisons List," which means that they
cannot be sold without a prescription.

Finally, after months of study, when the battle was well-nigh over,
the Federal Trade Commission took action on March 21 by citing two
antihistamine manufacturers, Bristol-Myers and Anahist Company,
with using false and misleading advertising. Later the Whitehall
Pharmaceutical Company and the Union Pharmaceutical Company
were also cited. It is interesting to note that the latter company is a
subsidiary of the U.S. government-owned Schering Corporation, whose
board of directors is appointed by the attorney general.

However, regardless of the questionable safety and efficacy of
antihistamine usage, it would appear that the drug and pharmaceuti-
cal industry has won the “cold war.” It was estimated that by March
1950 over 40 million Americans were using antihistamines, and for
the whole year nearly $100 million will have been spent for these prod-
ucts. Thus the first objective of capturing a major share of the cold-
remedy business has been won. Whether the health and safety of the
American people have been advanced or safeguarded is still in doubt
and, apparently, is not considered very important. In the world of to-

day, where profits as well as preparation for war and destruction are

indusetry’s concerns, the people’s welfare is secondary,

We do not wish to minimize the great contribution medical research
can make to public welfare, If only a small portion of the money
which is now spent on armaments were added to present meager funds
for medical science we could in a few years go far in eliminating the
major diseases and chronic ailments of today. Likewise in a more

- rational society committed to the welfare of all the people the attack
.on disease and ill health could proceed on a much broader front than

at present. The elimination of poverty, poor working and unsanitary
conditions plus better nutrition, planned medical care, more leisure
and freedom from the strain of living in a crazy atomic age would
provide the foundation for a sound, healthful living. Only in extreme
cases would resort to drugs be necessary.

LABOR ACTION

Independent Socialist Weekly

Vol. 14, No. 20 May 15, 1950

Published weekly by the Labor Action Publishing Company, 114
West 14 Street, New York City 11, N. Y. GENERAL EDITORIAL
AND BUSINESS OFFICES: 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N.X. Telephone: IRonsides 6-5117.
Subscription rate: $1.00 a year; 50 cents for six months, ($1.25 and
. 65 cents for Canada and Foreign.) Re-entered as second-class mat-
ter, May 24, 1940, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the
act of March 3, 1874.

Editor: HAL DRAPER
Assistant Editors: MARY BELL and L. G. SMITH
- _ Business Manager: L. G. SMITH

Opinions and policies expressed in the course of signed articles
- by contributors do not necessarily represent the views of Labor
- Action, which are given in editorial statements.

THE KREMLIN'S PROFESSIONAL STAFF, by Louis
Nemzer. (American Political Science Review,
‘March)

Under the subtitle “The ‘Apparatus’ of the
Central Committee, Commiunist Party of the
Soviet Union,” we have here a detailed study

of the organizational forms and methods used

by the Moscow bureaucracy in implementing its

totalitarian machine of control. The article does

not admit even of brief summary, being chock-
full of facts and references. The following, for
example, is from a section illustrating the turn-
over in the bureaucracy carried through by the
“Cadre Departments”:

“After the war, they carried through a se-
ries of widespread changes which often re-
moved a heavy percentage of all office holders
in their areas. Thus, 27 per cent of all persons
selected for state posts by the Azerbaijan Party
Central Committee were removed in 1947 and
early 1948, and 24 per cent of their own appoin-
tees to sufh posts were discharged by the party
officials in Pinsk. Province during 1949. An ex-
ample of the intensity of the purge is to be
found in a report by the Cadre Department of
the Smolensk Provincial Party Committee,

which indicates that within ene year some-2,118 -

(or 39 per eent of the total number) chairmen
of collective farms in that provinee were sum-

marily removed, usually without any explana- -

tion to the kolkhoz membership which theoreti-
cally had the sole right to select and dismiss its
own, leaders. Within 18 months after the war in
the Byelo-Russian SSR, 90 per cent of all ex-
ecutive secretaries in the party distriet commit-
tees, 96 per cent of all leading governmental
‘officials on the eounty and municipal level, and
82 per cent of all collective farm chairmen were
replaced.”

]

‘PRIVATE SCHOOLS: SNOB FACTORIES? unsigned.
(Changing Times, the Kiplinger Magazine, April)

This could be a footnote to Veblen's Theory
of the Leisure Class, what with more than 100,-
000 overprivileged children being dehumanized
in about 1,000 private secondary schools in the
name of “conspicuous consumption.” The article
makes the proper exception for special-purpose
private schools with a legitimate reason for ex-
istence but stresses the general advantage of

publie school education even for the snooty. set. -

But the century of the common man marches on:
“One recent commentator on the situation
is encouraged to some extent. He doesn’t re-

.at the oing of .each school term: ‘All girls

.are.

from westiof the Alleghanies must realize that
they are hére on sufferance.’

-“Many &chools now insist that they be called
‘independei;t’ rather .than ‘private.” One distin-
guished hegdmaster chided the press for putting
private sclﬁol news items on society pages. And
another;denounced the persistent use of the ad-
jective ‘exélusive’ whenever his school was men-
tioned. : ,

“These.are the evidences that many private
schools are trying to take on the ‘wholesome
)sphere of the public schools where

»

all kinds n@ix. .. .
Pretty thin evidence, of course, helped along
only slightly by a tendency to increase the num-

olarships. It’s so broadening, you
ive the bluebloods a chance to rub
ith a live specimen of the Lower

know, to
shoulders ®
Classes. . ., @

HOW NEGROES LOOK AT WHITES, by Robert
anqk!_'l'e___‘__ _rrg\_r:.: May)

- _The: former -associdte editor of Ebony and
Negro Digest magazines does not really ecover
the big suljject announced by his title but does
include an interesting sketclr of organized black-
chauvinist imevements among the Negro people
today, small and unrepresentative though these

s, for example, the “religious cult,

There g
the Musl'ili‘; who belong to the Temple of Islam,

and are stpongest in the Midwest, particularly

in Chicagaand Detroit where they still main--

.tain temples to worship ‘Allah. They call Negroes
‘the origimal blaek man,’ and lab& whites as
‘dead people’ and ‘ghosts’ . . .” This movement
locked to the Japanese as potential “liberators”

of the Ameérican .Negroes, he says. .

“Most wocal of the current black nationalists
in Harlem are Ernest Clyman, the driving force
behind the mew African Nationalist Pioneer
Movement,.and his aide, Emerson Washington”
whose slogan is “Buy Black!” Lucas is vaguer
about the “fragments of Garvey’s organization
[which] still exist today.”

The -article is almost purely descriptive, un-
fortunately, and makes little or no attempt to
discuss-the:social context of black chauvinism—
which; while.basieally reactionary.in its social”
impact;: does: reflect .in an extreme manner the
antagonism - of 'the Negroes toward the white
commﬁni\ty;'-.__ﬁhic-h_ Jim Crows him and exploits
him, % g

ClO Utility Workers Complain of i‘So(:iu'.tl_i:"sm“—i'c.'o Wrong Address

By BEN HALL

“Socialism” was deplored in
harsh and bitter terms at the con-
vention of the CIO Utility Work-
ers Union, which concluded its
three-day sessions in New York
City on April 30. It would hardly
be news if the speakers merely
excoriated totalitarianism, de-
nounced the Communist Party and
heaped abuse on “subversives,”
while praising the glories of our
free - enterprise capitalism. They
did all that, just as expected, and
just as the Steel Workers' con-
vention will do this week at At-
lantic City. But that wasn't
enough; they felt compelled to
take a strong stand against an en-
tirely different type of “socialism.”

Let no one imagine that we are
interested in this question because
our own private socialist sensibili-
ties have been touched on the raw.
Not at all; for it was not ours but
someone else’s brand of ‘social-
ism"” that was under fire.

The delegates who passed the
resolutions and the speakers who
voiced the harsh criticisms forgot
to mention whose “socialism”
made them bristle. We can very
easily correct this oversight: it was
the “socialism” of none other than
that well-known red, that under-
miner of Americanism, that rabid
demagogue, that fierce enemy of
capitalism, Harry S. Truman. Re-
publicans please note.

The convention attacked 'pro-
posals for nationalization of pub-
lic utilities and bemoaned the
“creeping paralysis of nationaliza-
tion of the industry” which was
nothing less than “the first -step
down the socialistic highway”
which would finally “put an end

to our American way.of life.” Gov-
ernment-in-business was “viewed
with alarm” as was government
competition with “light and power
companies with whom we hold
contracts.”

But who is responsible for this
specter of socialism? Certainly not
the Republicans, who wiew it with
just as much alarm. Certainly net
the Communist Party, which
missed out in the last few elec-
tions and is having enough trou-
ble being filtered out of every
nook and cranny of public life. A
glance at the latest Republicans-
platform and reference to recent
history leaves us no alternative:
it must be Truman and the Demo-
cratic Party. But that only makes
it even more mysterious. For this
same convention heard the beast
that the Utility Workers, as part
of the CIO, helped to eleet Tru-
man. And Truman makes 'no
bones about it; if he is against any-
thing, besides Russia, he is against
socialism, i

WRONG ADDRESS

ership as well as Truman-govern-
ment ownership and we're against
such bureaucracy in both cases.)

In the second place, job security,
promotional  opportunity, and
working conditions- are at the
mercy of political bureaucrats;
and working cenditions and wages
are fixed by political management.
So that, in the third place, union
members employed by the federal
agencies work “under conditions
inferior to those enjoyed by our
members employed in private in-
dustry.” And lastly, public power
employees, such as those of the
TVA, are not covered by contract
or by civil service laws. Besides,
some speakers pointed out, gov-
ernment employees are denied the

"right to strike.

This is an impressive list of le-
gitimate complaints, But they are
marked for the wrong address.
Why blame socialism? Truman is
president; the Fair Deal enjoys a
certain influence; labor leaders
can walk in and out of the White
House. The Utility Workers should

Then where does the "sociali%in”
come from? We rush to Truman's
defense lest his party be put on
the subversive list and he be-de-
nied the right to hold a govern-
ment job. There isn’t an ounce of
socialism in a carload of Trun?.n“' -
in-business. : E

What are the objections of ithe
union to what it calls “socialisth’”’?
In the first place, -governmént-
owned industries are run by “au-
thorities, not elected "but--@po‘;in%" §
ed, who will constitute a super-
governiment' with control of peac-
tically all the electric power in
the nation.” (We might add: this
is true of private capitalist oWwn-

belong.

Socialism is not

government.

Workers,

‘him up there, not we.
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mail - these protests where they

“government
ownership” of industry by a capi-
talist or bureaucratic government;
it means the common ownership
of the means of production and
democratic- control by the pro-
ducers themselves; and that will
be possible only under a workers’

Socialism isn't too popular in
this country. That's bad enough.
But please, brothers of the Utility
if you're not satisfied
with what you get from Harry,
don’t blame socialism. You put
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Success Story

Up to April of last year, John J. Haggerty was a VIP in the
government’s Reconstruction Finance Corporation, which plays Santa
Claus to big business. In that capacity he helped the Waltham Watch
Company get a $6 million loan from the federal treasury.

In April John J. Haggerty became president of the Waltham
Watch Company. \ _ '

In February of this year Waltham, under the presidency of John
J. Haggerty, went broke and shut down its plants.

In April of this year John J. Haggerty was back cn the RFC
payroll. S

:&ll of which goes to prove, of course, that what we need is more
businessmen in government—don’t they know how to run things?

Pre-Digested Propaganda

_‘The Reader’s Digest poses as an impartial publication reprinting
articles from other magazines for several million readers. It even gets
Marshall Plan money for presenting a “true picture” of life in the
U. 8. in its foreign-language editions., ' '

Now the House committee investigating lobbying. discloses a typieal
Reader’s Digest operation on behalf of big business.-

More than a year ago the magazine printed a story by a French
economist (so billed) on the terrible condition of “housing in France,
blaming it all on French rent control (which is one of the few breaks
the -.)jvorker gets in that country). The committee uncovered letters
preving that .Herbert U. Nelson, $25,000-a-year lobbyist for a real-
estate group, planted the story in the magazine, by arrangement
with the editers. His outfit, the National Association of Real ‘Estate
Boards, then bought half a million reprints of the article for dis-
tribution. See, the Reader’'s Digest says so: now will you believe us?

The story is a bit deeper, as a matter of fact. Nelson got to the
magazine editors through .an intermediary, Leonard E. Reed, head
of the “Foundation for Economic Education,” a propaganda factory
financed by the DuPonts,

[ ]

Surplus Labor Rears Its Head

Auto workers’ charges of speedup in the car plants are borne out
by a Department of Labor release of March 6. Summarizing a sur-
vey of the industry by its Bureau of Employment Security, the de-
partment says:

"The survey showed that the record production of §,238,000 motor
vehicles in 1949—an all-time high—was apparently accomplished with
fewer man-hours per week than «during the preceding year.

. “With approximately 18 per cent. more production in 1949 than
in 1948, total employment in the automotive industry in 1948 averaged
792,000 . . . while in 1949 employment averaged 770,000 workers.”

It adds: “For some time individual manufacturers have been re-
porting that slight declines in their employment were due to ‘increased
efficiency.” ” . -

®
It's a Joke, Son

'_I‘he National Association of Manufacturers is in the comic book
business. And we're not referring to its regular output of pamphlets,
It’s put out a regular sure-'nuff comic bhook entitled “Fight for Free-
dom,” running to 16 pages and glorifying big business versus “social-
ism” and “collectivism.”

It’s a best seller, now over the 1,700,000 mark. Who bought it?
Inveterate comic-book readers like Standard Oil (187,000 copies),
G.eneral Motors (150,000), Illinois Central Railroad (40,000), Cater-
pillar Tractor (30,000), ete. These companies stuff them into workers’
pay envelopes, chuckling uproariously all the time,

ISL Program — in Brief

The Independent Socialist League stands for socialist democ-
racy and against the two systems of exploitation which now di-
vide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized, by any Fair
Deal or other deal, so as to give the people freedom, abundance,
secpmty or peace. It must be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own and control the basic sec-
tors of the economy, democratically controlling their own eco-
nomic and political destinies,

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it holds power, is a brutal
totalitarianism—a new form of exploitation. Its agents in every
country, the Communist Parties, are unrelenting enemies of so-
cialism and have nothing in common with socialism—which can-

-not exist without effective demoeratic control by the people.

~ These two camps of capitalism and Stalinism are today at.each
o!:her’s throats in a world-wide imperialist rivalry for domina-
tion. This struggle an only lead to the most frightful war in
hlstory' so long as the people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism stands for building and
ls;%rengthening the Third Camp of the people against both war

oes.

T!|e ISL, as & Marxist movement, looks to the working class
anq its ever-present struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the ideas of socialism

_in the labor movement and among all other sections of the people.
At the same time, Independent Socialists participate actively
In every struggle to better the people’s lot now—such as the
ﬁghf: .for higher living standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment, We seek to join together with all other militants in the
_Iabor movement as a left force working for the formation of an
independent labor party and other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight for socialism are insepa-
rab‘]e._ There can be no lasting and genuine democracy without
socialism, and there can be no socialism without democracy. To
enroll under this banner, join the Independent Socialist League!

Winnie's Lefters -

The London Socialist Leader re-

-ports- that files -of -Musselini's cor-

-

respondence and the records of

Count Ciano have been opened to
the public eye, and adds:

“He and Winston Churchill are
reported to have. carried on 'a
lenthy correspondence in the pe-
riod of the ‘phony war® ~before
Mussolini  took the plunge: and

drowned himself in a'‘sea of:trou--

bles.’ S

“When. ., the war. ended;” Mr.
Churchill made a visit to North-
ern Italy and rumor had it at the
time that he, was seeking the rec-
ords (or originals) of these letters:
Rumor also had it that he was not
successful in his quest.... =« ~

“A month ago the Italian police,

on orders from the Ministry of the
Interior, visited a small villa on
Lake Garda....The police ordered
the caretakers to hand over some
suitcases left there by Mussolifii’s
mistress, Clara Petacci, when 'she
left to join the Duce on his last
journey from .which neither of
thent escaped. There are 68 pack-
ages of letters ‘therein and two
have been published as examples
of passionate exchanges....

“The other 66 packages have
gone to the Italian state archives
for examination and there are Tu-
mors now of yet another set of
documents in the villa.

“Will Winston be holidaying in
Italy again this year?”

Moscow Squeeze

Some of the methods in the Rus-
sian exploitation of its East Eu-
rope salellites are detailed in a
U. S. News & World Report arti-
cle on Czechoslovakia (April 21):

“Last summer on Moscow’s or-
ders, the Czechoslovak govern-
ment agreed to a three-way.trade
agreement with Finland and Rus-
sia. Czechoslovakia sent locomo-
tives and other capital goods to
Finland; Finland sent wood pulp
and similar exports to Russia, and
Russia sent Czechoslovakia wheat,
so much wheat that the Czechoslo-
vaks had to re-export 100,000 tons
of it, taking a big loss. Such losses
are nothing new in Czechoslovak
trade with Russia. What was new
about the June agreement was that
the ruble, not the dollar, was made
the basis of value for the three-

ports abroad—locomotives, electri-

cal equipment, shoes and. the rest.

But Russia, as the banker, will

take most of the profits to balance
- her purchases from Czechoslova-

kia. Clgr et 4 z
“The Russians are running Cze-
choslovakia’s uranium mines, tak-
ing all the output. NMew fields have
been found; production is increas-
ing; Czechoslovak political prison-
ers are used for labor. In addition,
Russia is taking tanks from. the
Skoda works, steel and chemicals,
even consumer goods. such ' as
cheap cloth and glassware.”

Influence

Wrote the influential London
Observer on April 2: “Miss Jennie
Lee has one of the sharpest
tongues in the [Labor] party, and
in Parliamentary circles is thought

to have some influence with Mr.’
Aneurin Bevan.” L
-Consi;iering the fact that Miss
Lee is also Mrs. Bevan, this may
be the well-known British mode
of understatement for the charge
that labor leader Bevan is a hen-

pecked husband.

-
Censorship
The charge that the IRO (Inter-
national Refugee Organization)

has imposed a censorship on news-
papers and magazines published
by DPs has been made by a Re-
publican senator, Knowland of
California. The Republican’s angle
seems to be that it is a case of
pro-Russian appeasement, but it
looks more generally like a depri-
vation of the right to a free press.

As released by Knowland, the
IRO directive orders “ihat news-
papers (and magazines) published

R e
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under IRQ sponsorship by dis--

placed persons must not be per-
mitted to publish attacks on mem-
ber states of the United Nations.”

Private Enferprisé

The National Science Founda-
tion which was recently voted by
both House and Senate has a gim-
mick in it which few have noted.

As originally proposed, it pro-
vided that any discoveries or pat-
ents resulting from research pro-
jects financed by the government
should be open for use by the
public.

way trade.

“As the Czechoslovaks see it,
they are being drawn, willy-nilly,
into a ‘ruble bloc’ that will have
its central bank in Moscow. Under
this scheme, Moscow will finance
and handle Czechoslovakia's ex-

As adopted, however, the bills
in both houses contain legal pro-
visions on patent rights and other
restrictions which appear to open
the way for corporations to' en-
rich themselves from such _dis-
coveries. »

Triple Jeopardy?

VICIOUS PROSECUTION OF
C.O. BY ATTORNEY GENERAL

refused to fill it out. The draft
board turned over his name to
the United States attorney for
prosecution. This was the first
“cat and mouse” prosecution un-
der the 1948 draft act.

In its letter to the attorney gen-
eral the War Resisters League, a
national pacifist organization of
which Brokaw is a member, asked .
that the Department of Justice
“consider closely the dangers -in:

In a letter to Attorney General
J. Howard McGrath, the War Re-
sisters League has asked that the
Depariment of Justice drop prose-
cution of Amos Brokaw, 25, of
Muncie, Ind., a conscientious ob-
jector who has already served two
prison terms because of his stand
on war. Brokaw, the father of
three children, is now faced with
a third prosecution because he has
refused to fill out a questionnaire

sent to him by a Muncie draft

board. whiige iyt 2L
In September ‘1948, along with

several hundred other young men,

the peacetinie draft. For this of-
fense he was ‘sentericed to a_ pri-
son term ‘at Mill Point, W. Va,
from which he was released last
November 3. He had also served
a sentence in 1946 as a conscien-
tious objecter during the war.
Like other imprisoned non-reg-
istrant conscientious objectors,
Brokaw was registered by prison
authorities before his release, and

. Brokaw  refused to register for.

the Muncie draft board eventually:

sent him a questionnaire. Being
involuntarily registered, Brokaw

this ‘cat and mouse’ procedure of
repeated prosecutions which- if
carried out to logical -conclusions

means one imprisonment follow- .

ing another for young men: ef.

deep moral and religious convies. .

tions.”

The league charged -that ;“Lhé :
difference between  this -process .

and double jeopardy is. only: a
technical legal one;

in' reality .

young men would be repeatedly.

imprisoned for essentially.
fusal to submit to conscription and
war training. This, of course, raises
basic problems of the right {fo be-

the.
same reason: a conscientious -re-.

lieve and practice one’s religious.

and conscientious beliefs.”
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RO AND CON: A DISCUSSION

PAGE

- ON POLITICAL ACTION POLICY

Resolut:bn Proposed by Max Shachtman:

The leadership of the trade-union movement,
particularly of the CIO, gives every indication of
eontinuing to follow the same course in the field
of political action in the 1950 elections as in the
1948 presidential elections. This course has the
active or passive support of the membership, in-
cluding its more militant sections, and even those
who have in the past been generally sympathetic
to the idea of an independent labor party. Shoit
of a sharp turn in the political situation, the pros-
pect for the formation of such a party or even the
presentation of a labor ticket under trade union
auspices, will give way in the 1950 elections to the
prevailing policy of working for “friendly” candi-
dates of the capitalist parties, primarily the Demo-
cratic.

- This means that the labor movement continues
to act as the left wing of the capitalist parties and
not yet as an independent political movement: Our
problem continues to be to break this left wing—
the organized working class—away from the capi-
talist parties so that it can constitute itself as an
independent class party. Our main political slogan
therefore continues to be the formation of a labor

party.

If, however, it appears in the pre-election period
that the unions will follow their present. policy
unaltered, and if the slogan of the left wing is not
aceepted by the union ranks, it is permissible, and
under certain condjtions necessary, to present to°
the ranks another slogan or proposal. .

" Where the policy of supporting the candidate
of a capitalist party is adoptéd by the unions, it
would be corect for the left wing, after a declara-
tion that it retains its views on the labor party
and recognizes the fact that its views have for the
moment been rejected, to propose that the.unions
at least put forward their own candidates for the
nominations, chosen democratically by the member-
ship, and organize a fight for these candidates, in
the -primary elections, as against the official nomi-
nees of the capitalist party machines—pledging its
suppert of the union nominees if they win in the
primaries. The left wing should certainly give aid
and comfort to those militants who may make such
a-proposal independently and should even stimulate
them to do so. T

The aim of this proposal is to help.arouse rank-
and-file militants, by an appeal to their class feel-

ings and their growing awareness of the organized
political strength they have shown themselves able
to muster and exert in recent elections, to support
a line that will deepen and sharpen the conflict of
interests between the bureaucracy of the official
capitalist parties and the labor leadership that has
attached itself to these parties, thereby contribut-
ing to a separation between them.

Consequently, it should not be identified with
any of the customary agreements by means of
which the official party machines promise their
support of a trade-union leader for a minor office
in exchange for the support by the trade-union
movement of the machine candidates for major
offices. It is precisely the major and outstanding
offices which the left wing should propose that
trade-unionists, responsible to the unions and cho-
sen by them, shall contest against the capitalist
machine candidates.

This being a new policy for the ISL, and one
which is subject to opportunist interpretation, it is
important to emphasize that: = .

(a) It is permissible under certain econditions
but not mandatory or even applicable under others.

(b) It may be employed only in highly prole-
tarianized and organized localities, where it can
reasonably be expected to gdin significant sup-
port from trade-union militants, where it can force
the official leadership and above- all the wunions
themselves to the left, where the presentation of
such candidates would constitute in the mind of
the, people a labor ticket counterposed to a capital-
ist ticket, and in general where it would contribute
to the only positive purpose that the proposal aims
to achieve. '

(¢) Nowhere may members of the ISL sponsor
or support such a proposal without the preliminary
approval of the Political Committee.

Amendment by Garrett:

While we do not participate in Democratic
Party primaries, or urge the entrance of labor un-
ions into such primaries, we hold that, in consider-
ing particular instances, it is proper to support
such candidates appearing on-Democratic Party
tickets who are of a kind and the product of a
situation as described in the Shachtman motion.

Resolution Propbsed by Ben Hall:

! - The slogan “For a Labor Party” serves the ISL
g« a means of putting forward the concept of the
class struggle in popular language and of pushing
the labor movement toward a break with the ex-
isting capitalist parties. The orientation of the
labor movement today, including its most leftist
sections, is generally toward the Democratic Party,
in particular iEs Fair Deal wing. Our Labor Party
slogan, put forward essentially as a slogan for
breaking with the Democratic Party and for the
formation of a new party, does not allow for the
support of candidates on the Democratic ticket
either in the primaries or the general elections.
The [Shachtman] resolution is conceived of as
a second-french defense of class politics after the
Labor Party proposal has been defeated, The prin-
cipled argument for the Labor Party must reject
the concept of an alliance with Fair Deal Demo-
crats. If the new tactic is to have- any meaning
from the point of view of the ISL it must be pro-
posed in the same sense. Once the proposal for a
Labor Party (or an .independent labor ticket) is
defeated, the proposal to contest the Democratic
primaries with union candidates, and to support
them if victorious'as Democratic candidates, can
only appear as ludierous or deceitful. In attempting
to apply the proposed tactic, our union comrades

can only escape from such a dilemma by abandon-
ing the slogan for a Labor Party completely in
practice or relegating it to an unimportant place.

The new policy ‘presumably is especially appli-
cable among the more advanced militants, as in the
UAW. Yesterday these militants looked toward the
formation of a mew party but today, under the
pressure of rightists tendencies in the labor move-
ment, they have retreated back toward the Demo-
cratic Party. By initiating proposals for primary
fights within the Democratic Party, the ISL will
appear to endorse their retreat and will find it im-
possible to contrast their correct leaning of the
past with the false tendency of.the present.

Where unions actually do run candidates in the
primaries, they will run them as part of a labor-
liberal coalition within the Democratic Party
against its right wing. Support to these candidates
in the primaries as in the regular elections will
not be support of independent labor candidates but
of a Fair Deal coalition. .

The [Shachtman] resolution is rejected because,
in the specific .conditions of labor's role in the
Democratic Party at the present time, it would
make it" impossible to present a consistent pro-
Labor Party position with a genuine working-class
content,
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Launching a Discussion

LABOR ACTION ‘this week opens a discussion on the ques-
tion of independent labor political action, with the publication
on this page of resolutions now before the Independent Socialist
. League and discussion articles on them.

‘This discussion originates in the deliberations of the year-
end plenum of the National Committee of the Independent So-
cialist League which convened in New York. At that time a
number of motions were presented on the question of independent
political action and its relation to the slogan for a labor narty.
None of the motions received a majority vote of the National
Committee despite the considerable discussion that ensued on

The whole question is now being discussed in the Inde-
pendent Socialist League and in its discussion bulletin Forum.
No decision has yet been taken on how to consummate this dis-
cussion for the purposes of arriving at a decision of the League:

In this connection, it is necessary to refer to the campaign
of Willoughby Abner, a candidate for the Illinois State Legisla-
ture from Chicago, reports of which were carried in recent is-
sues of LABOR ACTION. Abner’s candidacy arose several
weeks after the plenum above referred to. The issue arose on a
proposal of the Chicago Branch of the ISL, which declared that
the actions of the South Side PAC, State PAC and CIO should
be regarded favorably by all union militants and progressives.
Since the National Committee of the ISL had adopted no deci-
sion on the motions presented to it, the question of attitude to-
ward the candidacy of Abner, nominated and supported as an
opponent of the Democratic Party machine by PAC and the
CIO, had to be decided by a referendum vote of the National

A motion supporting the actions of the progressives in PAC
and the CIO in furthering the candidacy of Abner and the fight
against the Democratic machine was carried by a majority vote
in a referendum poll of the National Committee. While this
motion dealt with an important electoral campaign, it did not
decide the general question of new methods to ®e employed in
independent political action, such as those contained in the
Shachtman motions or in others presented to the plenum, The
matter of general ISL policy is yet to be decided. The Abner
campaign, and the ISL attitude toward it, was exceptional.

DISCUSSION ARTICLE—

Against Support of (andidates

In Democratic Party Primaries

By BEN HALL

The Independent Socialist Leggue
proposes the formation of an in-
dependent labor party based upon
the unions and separated from the
capitalist Democratic and Repub-
lican Parties. Such a step would
open a road to a renewed advance
of the labor movement which is
now blocked by the policy of col-
laboration and compromise with
the Truman administration in the
name of “Fair Dealism.” At the
same time, by organizing inde-
pendently in rivalry with all par-
ties a labor party would give a
powerful impulse to class con-
sciousness and to the class strug-
gle, raising for immediate discus-
sion, if not for instant decision,
the role of the working class as
the ruler of the state. Such would
be the result, even though at the
outset such a party would un-
doubtedly support the capitalist
system and compromise with capi-
talist politicians.

It is now proposed that militants
and socialists in the labor move-
ment press for the nomination of
labor candidates INSIDE THE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, in its pri-
maries, in opposition to the regu-
lar party machine. The arguments
for this proposal fall into two
categories: (1) there is no move-
ment for a labor party today; and
(2) such fights in the Democratic
Party would in reality be the class
struggle, the struggle for a labor
party in practice. ’

We contend that the first argu-
ment does not justify the new

" course and that the second is with-

out merit, misleading and disori-
enting. The INTENT of the sug-
gested change is to find new tac-
tics for a CLASS policy; in this
respect it diverges from the posi-
tion of all those who would sup-
port so-called  Fair Deal Demo-
crats, like Truman, ete. But in
PRACTICE, the application of any
such policy leads militants to con-
fuse the Fair Deal-labor alliance
with a genuine working-class po-
litical program. -

The labor leaders believe that
they need the Fair Dealers and
the vast majority of workers re-

- main convinced that their leaders
are correct. The Fair Dealers know: -

that they need the support of the
labor leaders. Such is the basis
for the Fair Deal-labor ~alliance
which blocks the road to a labor
party. If at the moment the labor
movement cannot be induced to
break with the Democratic Party,
which represents Fair Dealism, it
is vain to hope that for reasons
unexplained it can be lured into
splitting with the Fair Deal IN-
SIDE the party in the course of
primary fights. Quite the contrary,
the real struggle inside the Demo-
cratic Party sees the labor move-
ment solidly aligned with its Fair
Deal wing against conservatives,

ALLIANCE IS-MADE

Hundreds of labor representa-
tives already hold office as Demo-
crats; such is labor’s meager re-
ward for party loyalty. Labor
leaders’ may raise their price;
they may insist on more posts;
they can and will capture a few
more portfolios, sometimes in
amicable agreement with the regu-
lar local party machine, sometimes
after minor skirmishes with it. But
the agreements and the squabbles
are and will be carefully confined
within the limits of loyalty to Tru-
man’s Fair Deal administration as
a whole.

To this comparatively insignifi-
cant jockeying for position, incon-
sequential in its effects on the Fair

. Deal-labor alliance, the initiators of

the new tactic ascribe an exagger-

ated importance. Where loyal al-

lies jostle one another for elbow
room, they see the class struggle
inside the Democratic Party. Fric-
tions which have only sympto-
matic significance they misinter-
pret "as struggles which have a
weighty practical impact on the
alliance.

It is true that there are two
wings of the Fair Deal, that they
do have antagonistic social bases,
that a split between them is pos-
sible, even inevitable. But this
possibility will become a reality
not merely because the two wings
exist but because the irrepressible

(Continued on page 7)
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May 15, 1950

By GORDON HASKELL

May 10—Members of the Broth-
erhood of Locomotive Firemen
and Enginemen struck four ma-

‘301‘ railroads today to enforce de-
mands which had first been-made
on the railroads seven years ago.
Issues in the strike are: an addi-
tional fireman in the engine room
of multiple-unit diesel locomo-
tives, and raising the lower wages
paid for electric and diesel service
to the regular steam-locomotive
levels of pay.

The introduction of diesel pow-
er on the railroads on a large
scale has created a serious prob-

lem for railroad workers. Diesels
can pull longer trains at faster
speeds than steam locomotives,
and consume less fuel per ton-
mile of operation.

Particularly in mountain terri-
tory, hundreds of engine crews
have been laid off due to the aboli-
tion of helper service. The prob-
lem which confronts rail workers
is a simple one: how to profect
their jobs.

The¢ railroads are screaming
“featherbedding.” Yet they have
not made a single proposal ‘by
which the workers could obtain
any benefit from the incr.eased

efficieney of their labor brought
about through dieselization. They
want to hog it all for themselves,
as all capitalists hog the pro-
ceeds of the greater productivity
of their workers.

SAFETY ISSUE RAISED

They claim they have no re-
sponsibility for the thousands of
men who have spent years of
their lives making profits for the
railroad corporations. They pro-
pose to throw them on the scrap-
heap as they do with their old
steam locomotives. But the price
for steel scrap remains high,
while the price of human scrap

'RR. Firemen on Strike for Jobs and Safety

.is zero. :

The railroad unions propose to
keep ‘their men at work. They in-
sist that the great four-unit diesels
cannot be operated safely if the
fireman has to leave his post in the
cab from time to time.to adjust
machinery in the engine room.

From the union point,of view
the chief danger in this strike is
the fact that there,are two engine-
men’s unions. Both of them have
claimed jurisdiction over the en-
gine-room work. Both have been
turned down by presidential faet-
finding boards. At the present
moment it is not clear whether

- UAW Gains Victory at Chrysler
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(Continued from page 1)

‘of ratification was almost unani-
nious, perhaps five or six delegates
voting against it. The Stalinists
kept completely quiet, and some
of the critics of Reuther who are
s0 vociferous when he is not
around were also silent. The
" “shock” of this strike has by no
means passed away, as the routine
membership meetings revealed on
“the following night.

. GAI NS MADE

Reuther outlined the pension
“plan won from Chrysler as includ-
ing '$100 .a ‘month for workers at
65 with 25 years seniority, an im-
provement over Ford where the
‘seniority reqguirement is 30 years.
Credit hours at Chrysler are 1,630
‘for-a full year, while at Ford they
-are 1;600. Chrysler payments into
~the “trust fund will amount to

" about 7 cents for one year. There

¢ is mo- fixed- cents per hour for five

: -.years, as Reuther claimed. existed

"in the -Ford. agreement. Chrysler

-.will put in-less:whenever social

- security payments are increased.
There is' joint administration of

—#the benefits, NOT of the fund.

On pensions Reuther has devel-

- oped a2 mew tack. The main aim

‘of the UAW strategy now is to
force an increase in social security
payments, for the only good pen-
sion plan really is one for all
workers in all industries at the age
of -65 no matter what companies
they worked for. (There is no
more talk of building up a pension
fund in one company and then in-
creasing the benefits. That’s where
the cents-per-hour agreement has
disappeared.)

The UAW got Chrysler to agree
to the payment of one half of what
an individual worker pays for
minimum service under Blue Cross
and Blue Shield health plans. This
amounts to $1.50 monthly, with

most workers paying a larger .

share to cover their families.
Among other fringe henefits, the
union obtained an increase of sick

‘Discussion

(Continued from page 7}
developments of the class struggle
will create social conditions mak-

" ing it impossible for the alliance

to continue.

ABNER CASE IN POINT

How rivalry between the two
wings on a local scale is subordi-
nated to a fundamental collabora-

" tion within the Fair Deal frame-

work was strikingly demonstrated
in the recent Chicago primary
fight when Willoughby Abner,

" supported by the labor movement,
" ran against the local Democratic

machine, Abner is an outstanding

" militant who has been in the fore-

front of the fight for progressive
policies in the labor movemeént;
but the logic of the real political
iineup, and the role of the general
labor movement within the Demo-
cratic Party, 'put him forward not
as a labor opponent of the Truman
administration but as the best lo-
cal representative of continued

 alliance with it.

“Abner’s voice, mind and per-

payments to $28 weekly, begin-
ning with the fourth day of sick-
ness. These {wo concessions are
superior to those existing at Ford
or Nash, the latest important
agreements signed by the union.

The UAW did win its 10-cent
package, judging by all indica-
tions. Of course, if social security

payments increase,- Chrysler will

be able to decrease its payments

‘into the pension fund, without in-

forming the union. (At Ford the

-company must inform the union

when it drops its payments.)

Among contract changes, the un-
ion obtained a voluntary checkoff;
some minor improvements in se-
niority provisions; and an impor-
tant reduction in the wage differ-
ential between Detroit and out-of-
town plants by getting a flat 3 cent
hourly increase for the out-of-
town plants. It obtained a $31 in-
crease in vacation pay for those
workers with 3 to 5 years senior-
ity. !

STEWARDS MENACED
Likewise, the union was able to

" eliminate the most notorious fea-

ture of the Chrysler “company
security” section-of the old con-
tract which read: “The union
agrees that it will not oppose the
discharge or discipline of anyone
who instigates, leads or induces
any other employee to take part in
any unauthorized strike.” Now the
union may negotiate on this vital
question, and this is an important
modification of the harsh clause
which caused more than one chief
steward to lose his job, without
any recourse to negotiations or
appeal to the umpire.

In contradiction with this im-
provement, however, there is now
included a new clause in the seec-
tion dealing with the functioning
(not the structure) of the chief
stewards. Readers of LABOR AC-
TION may recall that the corpora-
tion sought to change the present
operation of the chief stewards by
foisting the General Motors setup

on the Chrysler workers. The com-
pany wanted to limit the fime
which-the stewards may negotiate
to two hours daily, as in GM. Un-
der the Chrysler contract chief
stewards could and often did take
all day on grievances or related
matters.

The Chrysler strike lasted an-
other week because the company
would not give up its insistence
on some change in the clauses
dealing with the chief stewards.
Above all, Local 7 leaders, includ-
ing all “factions,” insisted that
UAW negotiators stand pat on not
permitting any weakening  of the
present setup. :

What finally emerged was the
inclusion of this sentence in the
old contract: “The privilege of
chief stewards to leave their work
during working hours without loss
of pay is subject to the under-
standing that the time will be de-
voted to the prompt handling of
legitimate grievances and will not
be abused, and that the chief stew-
ards “will do the work to which
they are assigned at all times ex-
cept when necessary to leave their
work to handle grievances as pro-
vided herein.”

Reuther insisted that this new
sentence simply was a face-saving
gesture for the company. “How
can we object to putting the word
legitimate before the word griev-
ance?” — a reasonable argument,

but, as the speaker from Local 7 -

replied, the fact is that now the
threat of loss of pay is implied,
and also now the chief steward
may have to argue he is on a
legitimate grievance. Previously it
was assumed that he was. The
company could not argue about it.
He interpreted this. new sentence,
as did the whole leadership of Lo-
cal 7, as a new club over the heads
of the chief stewards.

REUTHER DENIES TREND

The second major point of dis-
cussion, what there was of it at
the conference, concerned Reu-

Article by Hall - -

sonality,” announced oné~ leaflet,
“can be a positive, urgent force to

help Governor Stevenson
[capitalist Fair Dealer].” The same
theme is repeated in all his cam-
paign literature. The alleged con-
flict between the Fair Deal and

_labor in such fights is illusory.

Some comrades would, in general,
oppose supporting laborites in the
Democratic primaries but make an
exception in cases like the Abner
campaign. The facts hardly bolster
such a contradictory position.
When the path to a labor party
opens and the labor movement
maoves to break with the Fair Deal,
it will . . . break with the Fair
Deal! When the alliance at the
summits of collaboration proves to
be fruitless or dangerous, the labor
movement will hardly fight for
fragments of the Democratic Party
at the base. When in 1948 sections
of the labor movement threatened
to break with Truman, they
threatened to break with his party
and form a new one. They looked

not to primary fights within the
Democratic Party but to a split
from it.

Truman's turn to the left stilled
these critical moods but the lesson
remains: once the labor movement
turns toward a new policy, we will
witness not a running series of pri-
mary fights inside the Democratic
Party but a speedy separation
from it. s

Why should we. meanwhile, ad-
vocate that the 'labor movement
become further indolved in pri-
mary fights inside the Democratic
Party? The actual result of such
a policy can only be to de-empha-
size our efforts toward- educating
labor to break with that party,
and to de-emphasize the Labor
Party slogan, until our position in
favor of it becomes only a cere-
monial bow in its direction —re-
gardless of what is intended. The
new proposal points to digging
into the Democratic Party; our
job, as a socialist vanguard, is to
point to a breakout from it.

ther's remarks about the hard-
. boiled  atttiude of the company,
and his review of the time-table
of events and concessions won
only after 8 weeks of the strike.
The Local 7 delegate told Reuther
and -the conference that the lead-
ership had made a big mistake in
not having Chrysler delegate con-
ferences every other week so that
the secondary leadership could be
informed of developments, to edu-
‘cate the rank and file and to give
the strike a more democratic char-
- acter. He suggested that the. con-
fusion and some of the bitterness
_could have been prevented, and
the morale of the workers would
have been much higher at the end
of the strike, if they understood
the social aspects of the struggle.
Reuther's reply was that the union
had {tried to inform the ranks
through the mass rallies and the
¥adio programs, but this was an
evasion of the point raised.

. The fact that the UAW had .
" signed a three-year contract with
" Chrysler

_clauses (May of each year) was

with {wo reopening
explained by Reuther as necessary
since the workers could not and
would not want a major struggle
before that time. Both in terms of
evaluating the militancy of the
ranks (look how solid they were
for 100 .days in spite of the confu-
sion!) and in terms of a disturb-
ing trend towards conservative un-
ionism, the viewpoint of Reuther
was wrong, the delegate from Lo-
cal 7 declared.

Reuther quickly challenged this
point of view: “The UAW will re-
main a dynamie, militant, demo-
cratic trade union, and den't worry
so much about the so-called trend

.

towards business unionism which .

will lead to complete class collabo-
ration,” Reuther declared rather
vigorously, but when he was kid-
ded from the floor about misquot-
ing a certain book on the UAW,
he dropped the subject. Reuther
also pointed out there were two re-
opening dates in the contract.

And this awvas the whole of the
discussion of a strike that was the
second longest and certainly the
bitterest in the UAW history since
the early organizing days and sit-
down strikes. ’

PRESTIGE DOWN

The Ilocal union membérship
meetings were routine and desul-
tory affairs, with the ranks absent
in large numbers, and with disillu-
sionmentevident everywhere. Rat-
ification was everwhelming.

This strike was the most signifi-
cant since the 1946 General Mo-

tors strike. For the next three .

years UAW members will be ask-
ing what happened. How come we

Pagé Se_v;n

the Brotherhood of ‘Locomotive
Engineers will back the §flke of
the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and Enginemen, ~or
whether they will take a narrow

jurisdietional attitude and try to

keep their members working to,
replace the striking firemén.” ~ °

If they take the latter attitude
the firemen’s strike may be a long
and bitter one. But if the men
stand solidly together, regardless
of narrow organizational inter-
ests, the locomotive enginemen
should win their fight for a share

_of the wealth created by dieseli-

zation.

hut - -

sacrificed so much, and yet were
able to gain so little? Reuther
told the delegates that the progress
of the union should be measured
NOT from the yardstick of what
the workers were entitled to, but
rather where they were yesterday,
what they got today, and where
they would be going tomorrow.
From that standpoint, of course,
the union made gains in the new
contract. But the workers, agitated
by Reuther's many speeches, are
becoming increasingly interested

“in all that they are entitled to!

This is a major seurce of the feel-
ing of frustration and disillusion- .
ment among the workers. The
whole pension campaign has
served only to emphasize the in-

- security of life. (How many thou-

sands of Chrysler workers will

have 25 years seniority before
they are 50 or 55? They don't géet
~anything from the pension plan

except salt on their wounds)
Chrysler failed to break visibly

- the solidarity of the ranks to the -
- union. This is a real tribute to the

idea of unionism and the reputa-
tion of the UAW. No picket lines
for 100 days, only token squadron ’
patrols, and yet no back-to-work
movement. Chrysler failed to keep
the UAW from making a few con-
tract gains, although they did inch
their way into the chief steward
functioning. It seems obvious that
Chrysler misjudged ‘what would .
happen in the coal strike, and also

it underestimated the UAW-CIO.=

However, by prolonging the
strike, the corporation did weaken
the union in the sense that the
workers sacrificed heavily and are
in no position for a major struggle
for a while. It did discredit the
Reuther leadership to this extent.
Many workers thought that Reu-
ther could easily get more from
Chrysler than anyone else. Reu-
ther’s prestige has gone down con-
siderably. He knows it. Only after
Reuther left negotiations did
Chrysler make important conces-
sions on the contract. He was not
in them during the last two weeks.
Norman Mathews headed the ne-
gotiators. It is clear the company
prefers to deal with him rather
than Reuther,

In over-all result, the UAW is
tamer now than it was before the
Chrysler strike began. Chrysler
did General Motors a big favor.
Any half-way reasonable agree-
ment ‘will be readily accepted by
the Reuther leadership and the
General Motors ranks. And every-
one—that is, the vast majority of
workers—will say “Thank God we
don't face what the Chrysler work-
ers did.” But more on that in an-

- other article, ! !
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U.S. to Finance French

(Continued from page 1)

Nazi-dominated Vichy France
had yielded the country to them,
so that the tenor of the indepen-
dence fighters was anti-Japanese,
pro-Free French and especially
pro-U. 8. The Stalinists joined
the nationalist coalition only in
1942,

When Japan was defeated, Ho
declared a republic. Bao Dai, the
emperor of Annam (northernm,
largest and richest section of In-
do-China), voluntarily abdicated,
_declared that he wanted to be-
come a private citizen, and was
given an annuity by the new gov-
ernment. That was in September
1945, The French returned with
British and American arms fo
take back their colonial posses-
sion, but could not dislodge Ho.
In September 1946 they came to
an agreement with Ho, recogniz-
ing his government of Viet-Nam
in the North, while retaining
the southern provinces of Tonkin
and Cochin-China.

But this was only a temporary
. deal in the eyes of French impe-
. rialism. They began a series of
- provocative “police actions” di-
_rected toward expanding their
area and set up their own puppet
and separatist regime in Cochin-
China. Thus full-scale warfare was
precipitated again - in  January
1947, continuing today.

The issue at this point was not
the presently touted “Communist
threat,” which has been built up
since. It was the divide-and-rule
policy of the French versus the
national unification drive of Ho’s
- eoalition and the Viet-Nam gov-
ernment.

SETTING UP A PUPPET

France has been spending a
half billion dollars a year on
this, the last stand of open colo-
nialism -on the Asian continent.
This represents half of its Mar-
shall Plan funds, and a terrific
drain on its economy. Yet, with
all its billions, France has been
almost completely unable to build
a native army in Indo-China to
fight- Ho. The population is on the
latter’s side in what is undoubt-
edly as popular a resistance
movement for independence as
has been seen anywhere in the
world.

The forces fighting Ho are
French troops, not those even of
its puppet government, which
has not been able to recruit any
significant force. But they are
French troops mainly in the sense
that they have been imported by
France. Because of the war’s un-
popularity in France itself, the
French had to recrnit a large

_ proportion of its fighting men
from German prisoners of war in
the internment camps, to whom
they offered: release on this con-
dition. And most of the recruits
among the Germans have been
former. SS men who were afraid

" to return fo Germany.

France's inability to find any

substantial basis for its rule
among the Indo-Chinese ‘was
shown up glaringly by the shifts it
kad to resort to in order to put
together any kind -of puppet re-
gime even as a front. After the
French reopened the war in 1947,
Bao Dai was brought to the Riviera
where the French kept him in style,
and where he. quickly achieved a
reputation as a playboy. It was to
this discredited nonentity that the
Paris: imperialists had fo resort.
- But even this Bao Dai proved
a reluctant tool, so great was the
hatred of the French and the sup-
port fer the Ho government. He
kept the French dickering for two
and a half years. The Bao Dai
faction demanded not only a
proper stipend for the playboy,
of course, but also definite com-
mitments to the enlargement of
the country’s independence; na-
tionalism ran too deep for even
this degenerate ex-monarch to ig-
nore it completely.

ASIA HATES FRANCE

The deal with Bao Dai was
made in the middle of last year,

"and he was set up. Certain pow-

ers in internal affairs were as-
signed to him on paper, while all
crucial powers—military, foreign
affairs, economic — remained in
the hands of the French, but the
Bao Dai regime has been unable
to recruit an administrative ap-
paratus to take care of even the
powers granted it.

Bao’s return has not changed
the French situation. On the con-
trary, all reports indicate that
France has been forced to throw
in more and more to hold on; it
has made no new gains except
around Tonkin. Today its "policy
stands condemned both in Asia
and in France, while it is help-
less to achieve any solution at all,
even by force of arms; mean-
while the war exhausts its domes-
tic economy.

In France, as we have indicated,
the war is denounced by exireme-
ly wide and varied sections of the
people, from left to right—even
by the leading conservative Paris
newspaper, Le Monde. In all of
Asia, as a result of this war,
France has become the symbol of
oppressive colonialism and hated
for it. '

At the Colombo conference of
the British Commonwealth states,
the British (toeing the State De-
partment’s. line) recognized the
Bao regime, but the line could
not be put across with India and
Burma, which refused to go along
despite great pressure,

Thailand (Siam) had the
squeeze put on it by U. S. Am-
bassador-at-Large Jessup to rec-
ognize Bao early this year, to-
gether with a bait of susbtantial
concessions in economic and mili-
tary aid. The Thai government’s
asking price was a quarter billion
dollars, but it settled for $10 mil-
lion. It then recognized Bao—
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even so with tremendous internal
opposition — but soon after de-
cided that “further protection”
was Tnecessary: another $25 mil-
lion loan for military aid is now
in the wind. . ..

And yet Thoiland is the most
reactionary of the Southeast Asian
states. But so strong is the feeling
that Ho's government is that of

4he people of Indo-China, and so

great is the hatred of France, that
Ho's agents still operate freely in
smuggling operations acress the
Thai border. Not even Senator Mc-
Carthy could accuse the Thai gov-
ernment of being pro-Russian.

The French war against Viet-
Nam is not a local affair in one
corner of Asia. All of the Asian
people are clear about it: the up-
surge of independence for Asia
is at stake. And it is in this light
that the new Acheson policy will
be viewed in that great portion
of the world.

ROLE OF CP -

It would be an understatement
to speak of merely “popular”
sentiment in Indo-China itself. It
jg in this context that Ho’s re-
lationship to Stalinism has to be
understood. Ho Chi-minh is not
Viet-Nam; he is the head of its
independence struggle and of its
government today. But neither
his position nor especially that of
the Stalinists in Indo-China is
anything like that in China,

That Ho was a Stalinist is un-
doubted. The Trotskyist move-
ment, which had very consider-
able influence before the war in
both Saigon and Hanoi, particu-
larly among the dock workers was
part of the national movement.
In 1946, Ho led an extermination-
ist campaign against these revo-
lutionaries. All guerrilla groups
under Trotskyist leadership were
destroyed as part of Ho's cam-
paign of consolidation. Only in
recent months have there been
some rumors of a revival of such
groups in Cochin-China, near
Saigon.. Ho showed at least a
willingness to be part of the
world Stalinist drive against rev-
olutionary socialists under Trot-
skyist leadership.

The nationalist movement was
in full swing during the war as
a broad coalition, and it is essen-
tially today the same coalition:
peasants, workers, native land-
lords, intellectuals, even the Cath-

olics and former native bureau-.

crats of the ex-colonial regime.

. It has existed for five years under

extreme conditions; it has stabi-
lized the economy in its areas; it
has engaged in reclamation work
neglected for 50 years by the

. French; it has set up an exten-

sive educational system—in short,
it is a functioning state, while
the Bao Dai puppet regime is- not.

With regard #o its political
character, the long and shert of
it is that no one knows much about
it. The French have established an
effective blockade. From such re-
ports as are available we can
gather: up to at least six months
ago, the CP was in truth one of the
leaders of the nationalist cealition
but it remained a coalition. Unlike
China, the CP has been unable to
act independently or separately in
its own name. The nationalist
coalition has shown ne serious in-
dications of being pro-Russian or
Russian-oriented.

In his last press interview, Ho
steered clear of any Russian com-
mitment at the very time when
CPs all over the world were defi-
antly avowing publicly that they
would never fight against Russia.
Ho’s recognition of Tito left
many things unclear but it cer-
tainly did not point in the direc-
tion of Russian puppeiry. As re-
cently as five months ago, impor-
tant elements in the State De-
partnrent have been unequivocal
in refusing to regard the Ho gov-
ernment as simply a Stalinist re-
gime, as it is now being painted
in justification of the Acheson
turn.

THERE'S A THIRD ROAD

Whatever is the strength of the
CP, up till now it has had to fol-
low a nationalist line in order to
keep the coalition intact and the
loyalty of the people. To date the
only reports of Chinese CP help
to Ho have comeé from French
sources.

In any case, what is directly to
the point is something else. Here
is a movement for national inde-

pendence which is as nedrly the .

unanimous will of a people as one
has never seen elsewhere, Here is
an imperialist power, France,
which is trying to hang on to the
last shred of colonialism in Asia
in the face of a continent's hat-
red. Here is a nationalist coali-
tion strongly influenced by what
might be a Stalinist, ex-Stalinist
or national-Stalinist force but

which is the only one the people—
look to. There is no doubt that
Russia looks with greedy inten-
tions for another conquest. ~

In the face of this the Westein
powers offer the Indo-Chinese pen-

ple only the choice between sub-
. mission to French imperialism ®g.
recourse to Russia, which is will:

ing enough to pese as their friend,

But there IS ‘a force which could -

dynamically offer them an inde-
pendent alfernative to both impe-
rialisms. That is the idea, a live
one there, of an independent
Southeast Asian Federation of the
peoples, together with Indie.
Prime Minister Nehru has broached
the idea; it could take fire; but
Nehru himself is afraid fo press
it under pressure from the West.

Acheson’s declaration has shown
the true colors of U. S. poliey
toward independence by chosing
—France.

This is not because of any love
borne by the U. S. toward French
imperialism. 1t is the strategic
place of France for the Atlantic
Pact. alliance, and therefore for
Washington's world plans, which
makes Acheson go along in the
Indo-China war.

The State Department’s last
stand for a “liberal” Asian policy
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came over the question of whey

would get its aid, the Bao regime
or France direct]ly. Apparently
Acheson has on this too accepted
the French terms, in exchange for
a promissory note. And not much
of a promise at that. As the N. Y.
Times reports (May 9) of the
agreement: “It apparently en-
tailed agreement by the State De-
partment that the democratic
evolution of the Indo-Chinese-
states could take place adequately
within the framework of the ex-
isting accords between France
and those states. The recent im-
pression here was that the State
Department wanted additional in-
dependence or at least the prom-
ise of it from France.”

It is clear that the State De- -

partment has decided that a peri-
od i85 to be put to*the national
revolution in Asia, for the sake
of its Atlantic Pact strategy. One
thing is quite certain—that the

people of all Asia will look upon . -
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this as a sellout. It will be sur-...:

prising if the Ho government is
not forced further into Russia’s
lap. Such is the nature of West-

ern imperialism’s.policy of “con- _'

taining Communism.”

~
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