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ly War Aim on Both Sides in Korea:

Which Imperialist Power Will € ontrol Asia?

By JACK BRAD

Korea's tragedy has been
its natural geographic loca-

¥ion Bétween “great militar-

istic states, and this circum-
stance has haunted its his-
tory.

When in 1945 the country
was split by the Russian and
American occupation, it was
placed between the jaws of
the vise of the growing post-
war world conflict. The im-
aginary line that is the 38th
parallel became the border
between the two world pow-
ers in Asia. Such a proximity
became increasingly intoler-
able under the changing re-
lationship of forces in Asia,
particularly after Stalinism
conquered China and Man-

Seeds of War Planted at Yalta;
Korean People Pawns in Struggle

churia, isolating South Korea
as the last vestige of Amer-
ican power in northern Asia.

If Stalinist Asiatic victories had
made Americas’ perch precarious,
the depths of the cold war, with
all its ramifications in all parts of
the world depending on maintain-
ing the exact balance of power,
gave to Korea a role far in excess
of any immediate local signifi-
cance. Thus post-war Korea has
been shaped by the cold war,

never having achieved indepen-
dence.
Korea first became involved

with the new world powers when
at the Cairo Conference in 1943
it was proclaimed that “in due
course Korea shall become free
and independent.” That was the
first time since the Japanese con-
quest in 1905 that any country
had recognized Korea's right to
existence other than as a colony.
It was the United States which
arranged the Portsmouth treaty

‘Syngman Rhee’s Insurance

The nature of the Syngman Rhee government of South Korea,
behind which the U. S. has now entered the shooting war in the
peninsula, is highlighted by some unstressed facts given among
the dispatches coming from that area.

While the overwhelming probability, of course, is that the
North Korean government-puppet of Russia was the immediate
aggressor in the present situation, the U. 8. itself has had no
faith in the pacific policies of the Rhee regime, which has been
deterred only by its own weakness from carrying out repeated
threats to invade the North.

A UP dispatch reports: "Officials heading the State Depart-
ment's civilian mission, which replaced the American military occu-
pation, gave this reason for stripping the South Korean air force
of any possible effective activation: 'President Syngman Rhee's

. men can't be trusted with bombers or fighters. They might fiy
" northward over the parallel and start a war involving the United
States." " (N. Y. Post, June 27.)
A New York Times dispatch by correspondent Walter Sulli-
* wvan mentioned in passing: “The warlike talk strangely has al-
most all come from South Korean leaders. In asserting that his
- _governmént needed more heavy weapons, Dr. Rhee said at an
Independence Day rally March 1 that the cries of distress from
his countrymen in the North could not long be ignored. On a
number of occasions Dr. Rhee has indicated that his army would
- have taken the offensive if Washmg‘ton had given its consent. ?
"(June 26) .

Hated by its own people and unable #o rely on uny political
attractive force capable of rallying the people of North or South
behind its cause, the Rhee government has:been able to see only
U. S. guns and bombers as an insurance of its own rule. This is the
kind of government put forward by the U. 5. as its alternative
to the monstrous Stalinist totalitarianism.

in that year 1905 to give Korea
to Japan in spite of an earlier
commitment to respect her inde-
pendence.

DIVISION HARDENED

The phrase “in due course” be-
came an immediate subject of
cortroversy. Clearly it implied
that Korean independence would
come at the pleasure of the pow-
ers. By 1945 and Yalta, it was de-
cided to split the country along
an arbitrary line for purely tech-
nical military rveasons. As yet,
neither Russia nor the U. 8. pro-
jected any long-range plans.

Yet in this division of Korea was
planted one of the first seeds of
the cold war. As early as Potsdam
in December 1945, when the vic-
tors met to divide the spoils, the
program decided upon in relation
to Korea could only deepen the
split of the country and the split
between the powers. I was
agreed to consult all the "demo-
cratic” groups in the country look-
ing toward the formation of an
all-national government of these
groups.

Russia immediately made clear
that “democratic’” would be
equated with Stalinist, while the
U. S. floundered. Thus the first
post-war decision of the victors
on Korea beg'm\ahead} to make
its d1v1510n permanent. Subse-
quent “meetings in 1946 and 1947
between Russian and American
authorities were already part of
their respective strategies in the
world conflict.

In the North, Russia quickly
created a state in its own image,
utilizing all the techniques of
Stalinist totalitarianism from the
seeret police to Stakhanovism.
But with this difference from all
the other satellites: Northern
Korean Stalinism never even
achieved a faesimile of indepen-
dence.

It was completely imposed
from above, merely utilizing
Koreans to perform the tasks of
the Russians. The Korean Com-
munist Party never had a wide
base in the country; its leaders
were almost entirely unknown;
they owed their accession to pow-
er entirely to the Russian army
of occupation. So severe was the
repression and terror instituted
to establish this alien power that

{Turn to last page)

By GORDON HASKELL

In response to the invasion of the U. S.-deminated South
Korea by the Russian-dominated North Korean government,
President Truman has ordered U. S. air and naval forces to
jump into the shooting war. The cold war has blazed out
into armed conflict for military control of a vital strategic
key to the Asian continent between the B:g Two in the im-
perialist struggle for the world.

In this war there is no question at stake of the right to
unification or self-determination of the Korean ‘people. The
only issues at stake are: Shall the power of Stalin’s total-
itarian state extend itself over the whole of the Korean
peminsula and subject to its rule the whole of the Korean
people, or shall the United States government retain a stra-
tegic foothold in Korea as a bastion éssential to its Japanese
staging-area for World War III in Asia?

The policies of Russian and American imperialism which
have led up to this war are discussed elsewhere in this issue
of LABOR ACTION. The questions which face every Amer-
ican now are: What will be the probable consequences of
the war? Is there anything we here in America can do to
influerce those consequences?

We, as Independent Socialists, are opposed to the exten-
sion of Stalinist control anywhere in the world. We have in-
sisted over and over again that there are two ways by which
Stalinism can be defeated as a world force. Either the com-
mon people will organize themselves to resist it, and will
take the initiative of the resistance into their own hands—
or American imperialism, along with its capitalist, reac-
tionary and imperialist allies, will resist it with naked force
with the result that the world will be plunged into the most
horrible war in history.

In Korea the people were given no opportunity to or-
ganize themselves for resistance. Their country was divided
by an inter-imperialist deal at Yalta over which they had
no control. In each of the truncated areas reactionary police
regimes were installed by the conquerors.

In the North the Stalinists installed a government in the
image of the Russian government, or more precisely, in the
image of the puppet governments ruled by the Russians. In
the South the Americans brought to power the most reac-

(Turn to last page)
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LABOR ACTION

- Switchmen Strike Another
Blow at Railway Labor Act

By LARRY O'CONNOR

Five major Western and Mid-
western railroads were tied up last
week by a strike of the Switch-
men’s Union of North America
(AFL).

Chief issue in the strike is a de-
mand for the 40-hour week with-
out a reduction in take-home pay.
At the present time switchmen
work 48 hours a week at straight-
time pay. ®

This strike is part of the move-
ment of railroad workers since the
war to equalize their conditions
with those which prevail in most
other industries. In their last wage
movement the non-operating crafts
won the 40-hour week without re-
duction in take-home pay, and
with a slight basic wage increase.
Yet a presidential emergency
board which was called to invest-
igate the claims of the switchmen
ruled that they are entitled to the
40-hour week but not to the same
weekly take-home pay they are
getting now.

Even with the full increase in
pay demanded by the workers,
daily pay for-switchmen would be
from $12.21 to $14.65; from $10.71
te $12.86 for switch-tenders; and
from $13.06 to $15.67 for switch
foremen or yard conductors.

TWO UNIONS INVOLVED

It must be born in mind that
switchmen do some of the hardest
and most dangerous work on the
railroad. Their work requires
them to jump on and off moving
ears in the dark and in all kinds
of weather. They have to release
couplings on moving equipment,
walk on moving cars and do other
hazardous work.

. The union now on strike repre-
sents only a small pertion of the
nation’s switchmen., The rest are

represented by the Brotherhood
of Railroad Trainmen. They have
served the same demands on the
companies, and are also in the
process of rejecting the same pro-
posed settlement of the emergency
board.

Most people in America do not
realize that railroad workers were
excluded from the provisions of
the Wages and Hours Act which
established the 40-hour basic week
in most industries. Up through the
war all classes of railroad workers
worked up to 56 hours a week
without overtime pay, though all

but trainmen and enginemen who

work on a mileage basis received
overtime for hours in excess of
eight in any one day. &

Railroad workers are excluded
from the 40-hour week for the
same reason that they never came
under the Wagner Act and do not
now come under the Taft-Hartley
Act. Their. organizations have so
managed things that railroad
workers are subject only to the
special legislation covering collect-
ive bargaining of the Railway La-
bor Act, and special legislation
covering old-age and unemploy-
ment benefits.

RR ACT IN WAY

The Railway-Labor Act, with its
long and involved procedure, was
hailed by both unions and em-
ployers as a model for other in-
dustries to follow. But since the
war this “model” has proved ob-
solete. Twice in a row now major
unions have rejected the proposals
of fact-finding boards. In both
cases the unions had been pre-
vented from striking for over six
months by the procedural compli-
cations of the Railway Labor Act,
and then were forced to strike in
the face of adverse recommenda-

Electrical Union Struggle Shows
IUE-CIO Far in Lead over CP

The struggle for control over
the workers in the electrical in-
dustry has been going on since last
November, when the split took

place between the CIO and the’

Stalinist-dominated United Elec-
trical. Radio and Machine Work-
érs (the UE). Right after the di-
vorce, the CIO chartered a new
union, the International Union of
ER & M Workers (IUE). and the
battle was joined. It has been
fought out all over the country in
a series of NLRB elections to de-
termine the allegiance of the work-
ers.

- The scoreboard, as of the end of
May, shows the _IUE—CIO way
ahead. LABOR ACTION has re-
ported on the leading battles in
key areas. A summary in figures
gives the same picture.

These statistics are for NLRB
elections held from last Novem-
Ber through this May. The prin-
cipal contestants were, of course.

' UE and IUE-CIQ, but in the course

of the melee a number of other
unions sought to horn in and grab
off a piece, particularly AFL as-
pirants.

Counting all elections held in
which either the UE or IUE or
both were participants, the results
were: ’

Elections Votes

Won  Received
IUE-CIO 185 127,858
UE 123 73,618
All others 26 10,649
No union 18 9416

In something over half the cases,
the elections were straight-out
duels between UE and IUE-CIO.

‘with no other claimant in the field.

In these cases, the results add up:

ISL PICNIC

line) at 11 a. m.

for European Workers' Relief

TIBBETTS BR
Picnic Plot No. 2
SUNDAY, JULY 9

We've taken a large plot, so there’ll be plenty of room to re-
lax in. Bring your-own food and cook it over the grill if you like.
Rowing, baseball, and swimming for your enjoyment.

You can get there under your own steam, or you can meet
a group at the Jerome Avenue station of the IRT (end of the

A collection will be taken to aid needy workers abroad.

Elections Voies
Won Received -
IUE-CIO 100 104,281
UE 63 61,084
OOK PARK .

tions by the boards.

With the switchmen out on five
roads it is not easy to say what the
outcome will be.” The men who
belong to the Brotherhood of Rail-
road Trainmen and the Order of
Railway Conductors cannot strike
legally till July 15. If they strike
at that time, it will mean that the
6,000 switchmen inveolved in this
strike will have been fighting a
single-handed Dbattle for three
weeks before the main forces
come into play! If they are forced
to accept the board’s proposals be-
fore the BRT comes ouf, it will
have dealt a serious blow to the
prospects of the latter union.

It is difficult.-to say whether or
not any petty jurisdictional con-
flict influenced the switchmen's
leadership to call a strike now
rather than to wait till the BRT
and ORC decide to come out. In
any event it is once more clear
that the continued division of the
railroad sworkers on craft and jur-
isdictional lines hinders the effect-
iveness of their struggle for better
wages and conditions and helps
this struggle in no way.

: MICHIGAN LABOR NOTES

| Briggs UAW Wins New Gains;
Mathews Slate Upset in Vote

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, June 26—Despite the
tension on both sides of the bar-
gaining table over the outcome of
the erucial Tiger-New York Yan-
kee game last Friday night—
time being taken out to listen to
the score — the negotiations be-
tween Briggs and the TUnited
Auto Workers (CIO) were cli-
maxed with another victory for
the union.

The negotiaters, headed by Emil
Maxey, won a wunion shop, the

checkoff, a five-cent hourly raise -

for all employees, a. three-cent per
hour health and ‘insurance pack-
age, reduction of the wage differ-
entials with out of town plants,
and a $100 a month pension plan.

Walter Briggs Jr. had only the
consolation that the Tigers won
that night and also took a three-
out-of-four-game series with the
Yanks.

L] ?

The smashing victory of a
somewhat dissident Reuther group
over the slate backed by Norman
Mathews in the runoff election at
Chrysler Local 7 was the talk of
UAW circles this past week.

Tony Cassara defeated incum-

bent Joe Hattley, by 3775 to 3170,
for the presidency. The Cassara
slate also took five other key spots
in the runoffs by about the same
margin.’

Cassara, former vice president
of the local, was the leader of the
anti-Mathews group within  the
Reuther caucus at Local 7..Aleng
with Ed Hill, financial secretary.
he was supposed to bhe .purged
from all posts for not going along
as a complete hand-raiser. s«

Besides braving the wrath of
“downtown,” the Cassara caucus
faced a vicious nationality-baiting
campaign, as elements
Hattley .group sought to rally
support on a “Hillbilly versus
Dago” basis. . :

Of equal importance in ‘this
campaign was the fact that the
Cassara group elected a Negro in
one of the five top offices, the first
time this has been done in the his-
tory of Local 7. Ted Griffin be-
came recording secretary.

In the first election, over 8,848
workers voted, with the Cassara
slate running first, Hattley’s
group second, and the remnants
of the old Addes-Thoma® group
third.

End-Result of the "Compromise” on Academic Freedom—

U. of California Fires 157 Refusing
To Sign Anti-Communist Oath’

The Board of Regents of the

University of California has voted
to fire 157 members of the univer-
sity staff whe refused to sign
either a loyalty oath or a statement
in their contracts that they “do not
belong to the Communist Party or
any other organization which ad-
vocates the overthrow of the gov-
ernment by force or violence.”

These staff members also refused
to submit reasons for their refusal
to sign to a board set up to receive
such submissions and to investi-
gate the “reliability” of those re-
fusing to sign the loyalty oaths. An
additional 18 will not be rehired
because the faculty committee on
privilege and tenure had given un-
favorable reports on them.

The board refused to rule in the
case of some 73 faculty members
who had refused to sign the loyalty
statements but who had neverthe-
less been recommended for reten-
tion by the faculty committee. It
is quite possible that the board will
eventually decide to fire most or
all of this last group.

This is the latest action in the
long-drawn-out battle for academic
freedom being fought between the
Board of Regents and part of the
faculty at the University of Cali-
fornia, the latter backed by the
organization of university employ-
ees who do not beélong to the Aca-
demic Senate and also by some of
the most progressive student or-
ganizations,

RESULT OF COMPROMISE

At this writing, at least, it ap-
pears that the board has won hands
down. If they proceed to dis-
charge also those faculty members
recommended for retention, they
will simply be rubbing salt in the
wounds of the vanquished.

This action by the regents is the
final act in a long drama of tragic
compromise. From the beginning
it was clear that unless the battle
was fought on the clear-cut basis
of academic freedom, of the right
of teachers to hold political and
social beliefs without threat of dis-
missal, the battle would be frit-
tered away and lost. .

Yet only a minority of the fa-
culty understood this or had the
courag’e to act on their under-
standing. The majority were will-
ing to accept the principle of ban-

ning faculty members because of
political beliefs or associations. as
long as the procedures involved
were not too degrading to the dig-
nity of the Academic Senate.

*This attitude was persisted in
despite the fact that a large part
of the academic world came out
in strong condemnation of the
whole loyalty cath procedure and
offered support to the embattled
professors. They persisted in their
timidity despite the fact that the
non-academic employees were
willing to support the senate with
a strike, if necessary, and despite
widespread student support mobil-
ized by progressive student organ-
izations.

OPPOSITION WORN DOWN

Now they are being hit with the
consequences. The most courage-
ous among them refused to sign
any degrading oaths or contrac-
tual clauses, or to appear before
any committees to “justify” their
action. And even those who did

- appear and were given a clean

bill of health, what is to save
them now?

The compromises and delays

have so exhausted and worn down
and divided the potential opposi-
tion.to the whole reactionary pro-
cedure that it is quite probable
that at this late date the forces
have been dissipated which could
have Peen mobilized both against
the infringement of academic free-
dom and against the reduction of
the academic senate to an impo-
tent creature of the regents.
When the final “compromise™ had
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been worked out between the sen-
ate and the regents, and when
this was being widely hailed as a
“yictory” for academic freedom,
LABOR ACTION ended its story
on the fight at the University of
California as follows: “That no
FUNDAMENTAL or effective com-
promise has occurred will be evi-
dent.at the end of this semester as
scores of members of the faculty
—both Senate and non-Senate—
will emigrate from the campuses
of the university.” (May 8, 1930.)

All we can add to that is: May
the students and faculties of other
institutions look and take heed!
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American Labor Must Stop the Deal!

U.S. Preparing to Rescue Franco
If He Relaxes Economic Controls

By WILEBALDO SOLANO
General Secretary, Spanish POUM

The economic and financial dif-
ficulties of Franco Spain have been
greatly aggravated in the course
of the last few weeks. The general
situation is becoming critical. The
misery spreads into the industrial
and commercial fields. Doubt and
uncertainty are moving into the
Falangist political spheres and into
the center of government itself.
[The Falange is the Francoist po-
litical organization.—Ed.]

The declarations of Minister of
Commerce and Industry Suances
before the Courts (May 3 session),
the violent incidents arising in the
Council of Ministers on May 19
between Suandes and some of his
colleagues, the declarations of
Culbertson, American charge d'af-
faires, on the aspirations of Yan-
kee capitalism in the domain of
Spanish economy and the speech of
Franco before the National Con-
gress of Engineering—all reveal
that we are on the eve of an im-
portant turning-point in Francoist
economic policy.

What is-occurring, in brief? The
big international press has fur-
nished us -with contradictory
stories of late. First, it has pub-
lished as imminent the resignation
of Suances, the man of “state-con-
trolled economy” and the total re-
organization of the government
and of its economic policy. Later,
basing itself on the last speech of
Franco, it has announced a less
radical change, more slow and
moderate.

The Washington government—
and needless to say, Wall Street—
are favorably disposed towards
important credits. Let us recall in
this respect the famous letter of
Dean Acheson to Senator Con-
nally. But, without going too far
afield, the significant words pro-
nounced by Culbertson on May 16

in the North American Chamber
of Commerce in Barcelona proves
this fact to the hilt.

Just now, Washington—faithful
tc the practice of bilateral agree-
ments signed with various Europ-
ean cquntries—will give no dol-
lars to Franco except under cer-
tain conditions and with tangible
guarantees, Culbertson has been
particularly careful to make this
clear without equivocation.

U. S. PRESSURE

Some time ago the well-known
American magazine Newsweek
wrote: “Today they (the United
States) ask only that Spain liberal-
ize the control of its industry. And
that it give greater freedom of
monetary exchange for United
States imports.” In his speech at
Barcelona, Culbertson was more
explicit, He asked for “the free

and normal development of pri--

vate enlerprise and banking trans-
actions, as well as other commer-
cial activities. . . .” It was made
to appear “that the Spanish gov-
ernment has increased the share
of foreign investments in Spanish
enterprises from 25-45 to 100 and
cogceded to foreign invesiments
a more favorable role than exists
in actuality.” But, obviously, all
this is not enough. The State De-
partment representative in Madrid
“expects other signs in this direc-
tion.”

The speech of the Yankee chargé
d’affaires was made—it is worth
repeating—May 16. .Three days
later the clamorous incidents we
have referred to above were pro-
duced in the Council of Ministers.
These incidents were commented
en ironically by Culbertson at a
banquet given by the Spanish
Minister in Switzerland.

Two tendencies seem to emerge
from the interior of the Franco
government. Suances was deter-

-

mined upon the defending of the
state-controlled economy by the
regime and believes it is possible
to continue obtaining credits
“piecemeal” (the expression of the
English magazine “The World To-
day,” which has recently been con-
cerned with the theme) without
giving important guarantees. Other
ministers, more closely allied to
big private enterprise and to the
Alto Banca (brokerage) favor a
capitulation to the pressures of
American capitalism.

Until May 19, Franco had held
the Suances thesis. In the Council
of Ministers held that day, the
Caudillo withdrew into a prudent
reserve. When this rapidly became
known in Madrid, it caused the
American press correspondents to
predict the liquidation of Suances
and of his economic policy.

Suances’ position has neither de-
clined nor has he been eliminated.
Moreover, the decision to create a
large iron mining center with large
capital from the National Institute
of Industry adopted by the Franco
government and the defense of the
control policy by Franco before
the National Congress of Engi-
neering, show that the tendency
represented by Suanges still con-
tinues, even if the conditions are
ever more precarious.

THREE CONCLUSIONS
Everything points to the
strengthening of the pressure of
American capitalism, Also that
state-controlled economy.will beat
a retreat. Already “El Economisto”
of Madrid is campaigning in favor
of an open-door policy for North
American capitalism. And Franco
himself CO]{p]ES his defense of
“state control’ of industry” with
“appeasing” words in which he re-
fers to the reception which foreign

" capital will receive.

This permits us logically 1o es-

Stalinists Fail to Woo Berliners

In Face of East German

By RICHARD

BERLIN, June—Despite the fact
that there are about 300,000 un-
employed in the West sector of
Berlin the Stalinist (SED or So-
cialist Unity Party of Germany)
have made no gains at all. Their
membership, which was 120,000 at
the unity conference of 1946, has
now dwindled to 20,000. Where in
the past a number of party
branches functioned, one now rep-
resents a whole area.

There are a number of reasons
for this decline. Not _the least im-
portant is the actual contact that
Berliners have with the Russians.
This makes all the difference, and
local enthusiasts for Russia should
bear this point in mind. If excesses
of the ’45 period could be excused
due to the collapse, the Berliners
can now daily follow the develop-
ment in the Russian sector and the
Russian zone as a whole.

Firstly, there are the hated HO
(trading organization) shops in the
Russian sector, where excess
money is spent. This is where the
functionaries, record-breakers, ete.
shop, although the party officials
are already receiving extra stand-
ard food parcels. For Western Ber-
liners it is still cheaper to buy
many goods in the HO shops, de-
spite the high prices in the East-
ern zone. One mark in the West
is worth six and a half East marks.

SUPPORT FROM YOUTH

Apart from the systematic plund-
ering from the Russian zone of
industrial goods, machinery and
agricultural products of all kinds
in order to intensify production,
the standard of living is fixed de-

liberately at such a low level that
workers are forced to produce
more, to be able to procure the
minimum of food and clothing,
ete. It has to be seen to be be-
lieved!

Every day hundreds of poverty-
stricken women and men arrive at
West Berlin railway stations, after
spending hours traveling, in order
te sell a few products in the West,
crn zone. With the marks they ob-
tain they buy goods in the Western
zone on which they can still make
a profit in the Eastern zone.

One sees a complete absence of
elementary democratic rights, the
hamstrung press; one hears the
fantastic lies which are broadcast
daily and hourly from the Russian
sector, even to the extent of inter-
rupting musical broadcasts to make
an announcement or to advertise
hair oil — a gross imitation of
American advertising methods. So
much for decadent capitalism! Full
employment however, is no com-
pensation.

The drift from the Russian zone
to the Western zone continues un-
abated. The well-fed and privi-
leged bureaucracy undoubtedly
support the SED but it is the
vouth, which has had no other
political experience, which is prov-
ing the greatest asset to the pres-
ent regime, forced into the ranks
of the party or the youth groups
through the material advantages
which membership carries with it,
such as- specialized technical
courses, opportunities for upgrad-
ing in jobs, etc.; and having ho
political past they are now becom-
ing the “storm {roopers” and
hatchetmen of the Stalinist re-

Reality

gime. History repeats itself. Hitler
too did the same.

BLIND HATRED

But thé spirit of independence
and criticism has not yet been en-
tirely eradicated. During the Whit-
sun days some thousand FDJ (Free
German Youth) applauded Social-
Democratic speakers in Western
Berlin at every criticism voiced of
the Pieck-Uhlrich dictatorship. _

The blockade did the Stalinists
ne end of harm. But their final
knockout blow was received dur-
ing the Berlin railwaymen’s strike,
By being paid in both East and
West marks the railwaymen living
in the Western zone found them-
selves existing on about one-sixth
of their income. The Stalinists who
controlled the railways succeeded
only in lesing any support they
had ever had among the railway
workers. They did not succeed in
breaking the strike.

The SED seems to be in such
great need for supporters that all
party members of high standing
residing in the Western zone were
instructed to find accommodation
in the Eastern zone, and as an in-
centive they were threatemed with
loss of party jobs if they refused
to comply. Party members known
to have relatives with Titoist
leanings are threatened with ex-
pulsion unless they sever all con-
tact with those “agents of Anglo-
American imperialism.”

Stalin's foreign policy and the
expulsion of millions of Germans
irom their homes has produced a
blind hatred for the Russians, for
everything Russian, and an over-

whelming desire to drive them out’

Ly force.

tablish a certain number of con-
clusions which carry their inevit-
able political lessons.

1. The danger that the reaction-
ary Franco regime may be saved
by American credits remains. It is
perhaps more menacing than ever -
when one takes into account the
many intrigues, maneuvers and
pressures. It is therefore necessary
to intensify the campaign against
any economic aid to Franco, main-
ly in the ranks of the workers and
liberals of the U. S. Passivily or
excessive confidence are not justi-
fied and can have only dire resulis.

2. There are some in the anti-
Franco camp—the bloc of least re-
sistance—who reasons thus: “The
actual American pressures on
Franco are healthy. Liquidation of
Falangist: economic control will
lead to disintegration of the entire
present political regime.” This
hypothesis, aside from being il-
lusory, seriously compromises the
future. American capitalism is in-
terested in maintaining a reaction-
ary regime in Spain. The estab-
lishment of new foreign economic
interests in our country will raise
a formidable barrier.to the ulti-
mate struggle for democratic rights,
the Republic and socialism.

3. The crisis of the Falangist eco-
nomic system which we witness,
with. all its derivations and conse-
quences, can easily be transformed
into a serious political crisis. The
first manifestations have already
appeared. It is necessary, then, to
make an end to small and ineffec-
tual pseudo-diplomatic gestures, to
reconstruet the resistance and the
anti-Franco emigration and to be-
gin an authentic counter-offensive
against the totalitarian tyranrfy.

Hoeadlines

Out of His Own
Mouth

At the May meeting in Budapest
of the World Federation of Trade
Unions, a statement by one Stalin-
ist leader came closest to admit-
ting that the workers’ strike strug-
gles in CP-led unions are con-
ducted. as auxiliaries of Russian
foreign policy. )

Saillant of France put it this
way:

“It is clear that our policy is in
favor of every manifestation in
every field and in every organiza-
tion directed against the imperial-
ism of the U. 5. monopolists and
their satellites. Every struggle of
the workers for their claims is in-
separably attached to this more
general struggle.”

Pro-Union

The workers are still showing
in overwhelming votes that they
want unionization. The NLRB's
latest report on elections held (for
April) reveals that in 574 collec-
tive-bargaining votes, mostly
among unorganized workers, 89.1
per cent of the 105000 workers
who balloted plumped for union
representation.

In votes on the union shop, 97.3
per cent ‘of the elections (496 out
of 510) went in favor.

Demand

In London, the Union of Post
Office Workers demanded that the
postmaster general revoke an an-
cient law prohibiting postmen
from smoking while delivering the
mail. The union declared that the
postmen were often embarrassed
at having to refuse cigarettes from
smoking housewives,

Ukrainian Ofgan- Says Partisan
Fight Must Be for Socialism

The amnti-Stalinist underground
behind the Iron Curtain ‘can fight
the Kremlin dictatorship only on
the basis of a struggle for socialist
democracy and by aveiding any
orientation toward Western imper-
ialism. This is the main conclu-
sion of a theoretical article fea-
tured in the latest issue of the Uk-
rainian partisan organ, Vpered
(Forward), just received in this
country. ’

Vpered, which is published as
the voice of the heroic UPA, the
Ukrainian People's Army guerril-
las, displays on its front cover an
international montage of socialist

.periodicals which have heen car-

rying news of its work. Many of
the headlines and articles shown
in the assemblage are from LA-
BOR ACTION.

The lead article is by P. Poltava.
Vpered summarizes its contents as
follaws, with regard io the pres-
ent-day tasks of the underground
fighters:

“We shall unmask Stalinism as
a reactionary, anti-humanitarian,
imperialist force. We have to show
that the oppressed peoples and ex-
ploited toilers can free themselves
by way of revolution only. We
have to prove that the classless
society, with real freedom and so-
cial justice, can be constructed
only on the basis of socialized
property in the means of produc-
tion and on the basis of real de-
mocracy.

“We have to prove that in our
international politics we are
against all kinds and colors of im-
perialism. We have to prove that
the menace of Russian imperial-
ism can he liquidated only by the
division of the Russian empire into
independent national republics.

“Poltava further emphasizes the
experience gained by the Ukrain-
ian underground in its struggle for
other peoples oppressed by Mos-
cow, especially for the ecountries

‘of the ‘people’s democracies.” He
says tHat a successful struggle
against Stalinism is possible only
from the standpoint of a program
of real democracy, national liber-
ation, and classless sociely based
on socialization of the means of
production. All those movements
which, in their struggle against
Stalinism, are based on restoration
of capitalism and oriented on the
intervention of anti-Stalinist im-
perialist powers, will inevitably
fail because they will never find
the support of the masses of their
peoples. Such are the conclusions
reached from the experiences of
the Ukrainian revelutionary un-
derground under Stalinism.”

In another article in the same
issue on “The Agrarian Problem
of Our Epoch,” by Iv. M-ko, the
author stresses that “the restora-
tion of small private agricultural
enterprises in the USSR is impos-
sible. The agricultural producer
in the USSR does not want that.
He struggles at present not for the
land but for the ownership of the
production of his labor. The anti-
Stalinist revolution will take the
kolkhozes away - from the state
and hand them to the producers,
transforming them into cooperat-
ive socialized enterprises.”

The articte by Poltava originally
appeared in an underground pub-
lication of the movement at the
end of 1948, from which Vpered
reprints it now.

WEEK by WEEK...

LABOR ACTION screens and
analyzes fthe week's
discusses the current prob-
lems of labor and socialism.

news,

A sub is only $2 a year!
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The

in Brief
The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and confrol the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Its
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can-
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever=
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get

acquainted ‘
with the
Independent
Socialist League—

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1
New York

O I want move information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

O I waent to join the ISL. -
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Schools Closed Down for NAM Propaganda

A year ago, the NAM and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced a program of B-I-E days. The initials for Business-Industry-
Education, and the plan was one for propagandizing teachers in favor
of “free enterprise” and against the various pet hates of the NAM-
ericans. How it works in practice has been told by a liberal Wisconsin
paper, the Madison Capital-Times. It’s been going ‘on in cities and
towns all over the country, including a “score of Wisconsin communi-
ties.”

First of all, to further the program, the schools are closed down
for the whole day or half day, releasing the teachers to the tender
mercies of the capitalist propagandists. When George E. Watson,
state superintendent of schools, was asked whether he would approve
closing the schools for a Labor Union Day, he replied, “I will have to
think that over.” His thought processes were quicker on receipt of
the scheme from the NAM.

With the kids’ safely out of the way, the businessmen take the

teachers on “personally conducted” tours through local industrial
plants, followed by a “banquet in the evening, at which the teachers
are fed and entertained by the local Chamber of Commerce or some
other organization of business or industry.”

At these banquets, the following themes predominate: High taxes
are killing private initiative. The health-insurance program is social-
ism or communism. Government regulation is ruining America.
Teachers should tell their pupils that freedom is being stifled by radi-
cal plans made in Washington. Ete., ete. .

At one town, for example, 200 school teachers heard Carl N.
Jacabs, corporation president and a director of the U. S. Chamber of
Commerce, urge them to become propagandists for big business:

“You can inspire the youth of today to choose its form of society.
The choice will, in large measure be determined by the kind of think-
ing you stimulate.”

There hasn’t been a clearer invitation to reactionary propaganda
in the school since the post-war attacks on academic freedom for
radical teachers started—attacks based on the ery that “we don't
want propaganda in the schools” . . .

Invitation to Fraud
The comptroller general of the U. S., Lindsay Warren, watchdog

. over government expenditures, has charged that during the war Con-

oress opened wide the sluice gates for widespread fraud and plain
gypping by big business.

"~ The army, navy and other agencies were busy signing contracts by
the billions. Often the signing was done by big businessmen with
temporary uniforms. In the midst of this orgy, their representatives
in Congress popped up with a bill whi¢h directed ‘the agencies to
“settle’” and pay their war contracts without any independent audit
by Warren's office. The bill was passed, limiting the “watchdeg” to a
hasty search for the horse after it was stolen from the barn whose
doors Congress had thrown wide open.

Warren now reports that a total of 323,933 contracts have been
settled. Of these the General Accounting Office has heen able to in-
vestigate only one out of twelve, and only after final payments were
made. Even this “small sampling” revealed “excessive or fraudulent”
payments in “more than one out of seven of those examined, with a
loss to the government exceeding $25 million.” He said he “would
hesitate to Razard a guess as to the full extent of fraud or over-
payments.”

[ ]

Side Lines

Question: Which city in all the world has the highest average per
capita income—$19757 Answer: Los Alamos, New Mexico. The work-
ers employed on atom-bomb production get the highest average wage
inthe U. 8. ...

The Standard Steel Spring Company has been running full-page
ads in newspapers denouncing the government for making things
tough for business. At the end of May the same company announced
that it is putting into operation two large new plants. Some people
still think that when big business yells with pain at Fair Deal policies,
it means they're really being hurt. . . .

There's still an opinion around that ‘the spread of monopoly can
be voted out of the capitalist system (which inevitably breeds monop-
oly) by electing the right liberals to office. Symbglically, we now learn
that that will have to be done on monopolized voting machines. The
Federal Trade Commission has issued a complaint against the Auto-
matic Voting Machine Corporation of Jamestown, N. Y., charging
that it has sought to drive a competitor out of business by “disparag-
ing false and misleading statements” and by “vexatious and ground-
&oss” lawsuits. . . . *
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TITO'S THREAT TO STALIN'S EMPIRE, by Peter
Meyer. (Commentary, Junel.

A competent over-all summary of the develop-
ment of Titoism: most of the material will be
familiar to readers of our press. Meyer's com-
ments on the nature of Titoism will also be a
welcome change from the swing among some
radical elements to regard Titoism as the new
socialist dispensation:

“In the annals of the Communist movement,
one can find no opposition faction which has
produced so little ideological expression as the
Titoists. . . . Even after two years of open hos-
tility, the issue remains the degree of relative
autonomy, and the comparative financial and
social status, of the twe Communist bureau-
cracies. The Yugoslav revolt developed from that
of agents who wanted to become junior part-
ners to that of agents who now want to open
their own shop. It is still the same kind of shop.”

It would, however, be somewhat more accu-
rate (and completely inclusive) to sum up
Titoist ideological expressions as bheing limited
to the field of the)relations between Stalinist
bureaucracies in different national states; but
the more important point with which Meyer is
Jjustly concerned is the fact that in no way has
Titoist ideology even touched the question of
the characteristic features of Stalinism.

“Yugoslavia,” he continues, “is today as
totalitarian as it was in 1948. The ‘voluntary’
work brigades have been abolished, it is true [on
the ground of inefficiency—Ed.] but forced labor
in factories was introduced at the same time.
The ‘election reform’ of January 1950 is pure
window-dressing: it permits putting up inde-

ng. from. <

idates if they can gather 100 en-
dorsements#in their district, but oppositional
parties, pre#e and agitation are still forbidden.
The deputyi®ho reported the hill to parliament
was carefulifo stress that the Yugoslav govern-
ment cannogibe changed by elections beeause it
was ipstalledf by a revolution. . . . Tito himself
| February 1950: ‘Two programs
an our country ... "

£ main title of “Marxism in Action,”
this article on the CP coup sheds no light on
those aspec#s of the event which still remain
most in the fdark—the “action committees,” CP
control in the trade unions, ete. It does, however,
present. the thesis that the coup was precipitated
by the fact Bhat “by the beginning of 1948 it~
it that the Party was losing ground.
It could no lgnger count on the Social-Democrats
i the coalition by which the Com-
rolled the National Assembly and
£. . _&Finally, the results of a pre-
et poll which is said to have been
d that Communist electoral sup-
@reasing . . .’

i§is laid by the author on the Social-
*arty convention shortly before the
roted out the pro-Stalinist leader-
erthrow of the [Social-Democratic]
hip, so hard to accomplish in any

Under t

liminary
taken indie

Demoecratic
coup whiech
ship. This *
party leade

Czechoslovalg party, was a particularly signifi-
cant warning that the mood of the electorate
was changig.”

Michael Scott's Defense of the

IN FACE OF FEAR—MICHAEL SCOTT'S CHALLENGE
TO SOUTH AFRICA, by Freda Troup. London: Faber
& Faber,

Reviewed by Janet Wilson .
(Socialist Leader, May 20)

From time to time men and women of out-
standing courage and integrity challenge the in-
iquities of the existing order, often alone and inde-
pendent of parties and party programmes.

Michael Scott, Anglican priest, erstwhile mis-
sionary, is one of these men. Since he returned to
South Africa in 1943, and especially since the end
of the war, Scott has fought most energetically
against the reactionary racial and economic policies
of the South African government.

Freda Troup has written the account of Scott's
campaign in a book which is exceptional both for its
careful use of first-hand information on particular
aspects and conditions, and for its epic story of one
man's unremitting fight for justice for those whose
struggle he has made his own.

Whether or not one is in entire agreement with
Scott, one can have nothing but admiration for his
integrity, courage and dignity.

Michael Scott has lived amongst native people
in Sophiatown and in Tobruk, two of the working

_elass districts of Johannesburg. Over 100,000 peo-

ple live in them and in other surrounding slums.
They are factory workers for the most part; domes-
tic workers, street-sweepers, the people upon whose
daily work rests the whole life and prosperity of the
city. i

It is doubtful whether living and working con-
ditions such as theirs can be paralleled in the his-
tory of the modern working class anywhere else in
the world. Shanty "towns" consist of shacks built
of sackcloth and pieces of tin, each on a plot per-
haps twenty feet square.

Scott wrote of Tobruk, “There were no drains,
no rubbish clearance, no water, no lights in the
streets, no police supervision. While the people were
for the most part orderly, murder, rape, thefts and
assaults were committed with impunity. Lack of
sanitation led to disease. When latrine ditches were
{ull they were filled in and the shacks of sackecloth
and wood were built on top of them.”

WHITE PARTIES REFUSE SUPPORT

Infant mortality, a veliable indication of gen-
eral living conditions, is nowhere in the Union of
South Africa said to be less than 150 per thousand
births among the Bantu. In 1941 in Johannesburg,
it was 496.61 per 1,000, and it is supposed that it
reaches the figures of 600 and 700 in some areas.

Education, social relief and legal justice are
empty phrases when applied to the conditions of life
under which the Bantu proletariat is foreed to exist.

“Only one child in 600 receives an education be-
yvond the primary school,” and eight out of eleven
Bantu ehildren never go-to sehool at all. Such edu-
cation as does exist is of a very inferior standard.

The Labor Party is the party of the white
workers. It has supported the most reactionary poli-

_cies of segregation, as did the South African Com-

South African People

munist Party in the days of its "Popular Froni."” The
latter nrgul&mﬂon played a leading part in the
breakup of '!"e AllsAfrican Convention which had be-
gun as.a strang militant association of the urban Af-
rican workers against the Native Representation Act
and subsequent laus depriving the Bantu of such con-
stitutional ‘and economic rights as they had been
permitied to| hold.

Eight million people of South Africa since
1940 have had seven representatives, none of whom
are elected by themselves, and all of whom are
Europeans, in the Union Parliament.

SUPER-EXPLOITATION

Outside the Unien Area in Southwest Africa lie
the Native Reserves. This part of Africa is divided
into the Police Zone covering the temperate grass-
lands, and the more northerly Native Zones, where
tiie land is Ifess suitable for farming by white set-
tlers.

The Police Zone, under South African adminis-
tration since World War I, has been divided be-
tween 38,000 Europeans owning 80 million acres of
land, and 189,000 native and colored peoples occupy-
ing 20 million acres.

Life on ‘these: Reserves in one of the most
sparsely populated arveas of Africa is determined
by.a pelicy which systematically destroys the pas-
toral life of the native inhabitants without offering
any kind of leconomic security in return, much less
any means of economic development.

The resultiis a continuous stream of labor to the
farms and to industry (for instance the departure of
some 3,000 each year to work in the Union gold
mines). This is d"position which is well to the liking
of the profiteers, farmers, mine-owners and indus-
trialists,- whose wealth depends upon a cheap and
plentiful supply of labor.

The minimum wage on the farms is 9 shillings
a month, the maximum 15 shillings. There is no
redress for ill-treatment, and deaths are not investi-
gated. A state of helotry exists from which for the
farm laborer there is no escape. His life is cheaper
to the farmer than that of a single sheep.

The present political organization in Africa is
such that minority groups among the whites as well
as the majority of the population are in no position
to voice their protests and desires.

_ The Malan administration of South Africa with
its determined policies of racial segregation, annex-
ation of territory and ruthless suppression of politi-
cal opposition, will by June, have established yet
more repressive legislation. Using anti-Communist
legislation, and a Passports Bill the administration
will silence groups and individuals who, like Scott,

" are out to “tell the world.”
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Théy Need Your Help!

Local, New_York of the ISL sends food and
clothing pzkages to needy workers in Europe.
.‘i_’ou can help! Send your aid—especially clothing
for school-gge childven—to the New York ISL,
&West 14 Street, New York City 11. :
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South Africa Reaction and Racism
eaches Unprecedented New High

By HENRY JUDD

“We must adopt a system of despotism, such as works so well
in India, in our relations with the barbarians of South A frica.”
—CECIL RHODES

. ®

To find a more reactionary regime than that which exists in the
Union of South Africa would require a vigorous search even in our
world of notoriously reactionary regimes. The history of South Africa
based upon the brutal conquest of the African peoples by white im-
perialism, is a shameful one indeed, and deserves wider recognition
throughout the world.

It is not our intention to give here even a sketchy outline of South
African imperialist history. For those interested, we refer to the
excellent series of articles appearing in the August, September and
October 1947 issue of The New International by Robert Stone. The,
reader will find here both the historie background and a penetrating
study of white imperialism on the African continent which is well
worth reading.

We are interested, however, in describing the series of acts and
measures now being adopted by the South African Parliament whose
aim it is fo complete, both legally and in practice, the structure of one
of the most profoundly revolting regimes known today. All the brutality,

. racial viciousness and reactionary social policy which the white rulers

have stored up in over a hundred years of imperialism are summed up
in the measures now before Parliament (some already adopted) which are

- intended to codify the policy of Smuts, Hertzog and the other Herrenvolk

dictators of that oppressed nation.

As the Non-European Unity Movement, a united-front organization
of many peoples, has expressed it, it would be impossible to “grade the
Nazi-like laws of South Africa according to their degree of opprssion
and brutality.” Known severally as the “Immorality Act, the National
Registration Bill, the Group Areas Bill and the Unlawful Organiza-
tions Bill,” their total effect is to set up a regime unequalled in its
social tyranny and reactionary essence. Their purpose is to humiliate
and degrade all the non-European sections of the population, regi-
menting and controlling their lives and halting their development.

Jim Crow plus Hitler plus Czar

As Robert Stone proved in his series of articles referred to, the
white rulers of South Africa fear any kind of social or politial pro-
gress, including even the nation’s industrial development, since they
fear above all to create the conditions for the downfall of their slave
regime.

By non-Europeans in South Africa is meant the native African
population (6,500,000) consisting of the numerous tribal peoples of
the country; those referred to as ‘“colored” peoples, who are the pro-
duct of intermarriage, and the quarter of a million Indians who
migrated from India many years ago. This is the overwhelming portion
of the population, since the European whites are in a minority of
about 10 per cent of the total population.

The series of measures indicated, in a word, aim at the total sub-
jection of 90 per cent of the people by the white minority. As a foretaste
of their intent, the white rulers have clready created separate ficket
offices for "Europeans™ and "non-Europeans,” together with separafe
post offices, railway station platforms and other Jim Crow measures
clearly parailtled after the system in the American Southern stafes.
But this is only a beginning, as we shall see in examining the various bills.

The National Registration Bill requires that all individuals in
South Africa carry passes. Behind the cynicism that even (!) whites
will be obliged to carry passes (the white women’s clubs of Capetown
have heroically volunteered their willingness to carry passes), a system
of internal passports, characteristic of all totalitarian and reactionary
governments, is to be instituted. Of course, African natives have been
compelled to carry such passes for many years; the measure is in-
tended to strengthen the structure of still more vicious and brutal Jaws.

Crowning the structure, and at the heart of the system, is the
Group Areas (Segregation) Bill. Picture a mixture of Czarist Russia’s
ghetto segregation policy against the Russian and Polish Jews;
British colonial policy in pre-war India and throughout its empire;
Hitler’s Nuremberg-law racial policy against the “non-Aryans”; and
America’s Jim Crow system—we say, picture all this combined, re-
fined and reinforced by one of the world’s most brutal police forces,
and you have the glimmering of an idea of what the South African
Herrenvolk propose. -

" This is their policy of apartheid (segregation), now being rushed
through the Parliament. According to its terms, each racial group in
the Union i5 fo be confined to a particular ghetto set aside in city, fown
and countryside by the government. The ghetfo breakdown is fantastic,
since it is not confined to the larger racial groups but has sub-divisions
whose refinement would astonish even Goebbels: Colored (half-castes);
Malayan. Indian, Zulu, Xosa and the various tribal groups of South Africa.

Both Parties Give Support

No one may live in any ghetto but his own. No one may hold prop-
erty in any one of the areas set aside for the Whites (we cannot call
their areas ghettos). A non-European holding such property today
cannot pass it on to his family upon death.

A concession in the ghetto system has been made—to the whites.
We quote from The Toich, a Non-European Unity Movement publica-
tion. “European teachers teach in non-European schools; European
doctors depend a lot on non-European patients; chemists are mainly
White, etc. It would be too much to expect these professional classes to
travel miles and miles every day from a White area to a Black ghetto.
They will thus be allowed to live in a Black Ghetto, if they choose.”
And this is racial “democracy” at its handsomest!

A whole series of other enforcement measures and details are em-
bodied in the Apartheid Rill, intended to set up a network of ghettos
throughout the land. So sweeping is the measure that it is elear we are
only at the-beginning of something, not its consummation. A measure

What Is INDEPENDENT SOCIALISM?
For information and literature about
the Independent Socialist League, write:
. ISL. 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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, The South African "Anti-Communist"
Bill Will: '

Declare unlawful; by proclamation, Communist “and certain
other” organizations. -

Restrict the freedom of persons and publications.

Take care of the property of an unlawful organization by
appointing a liquidator.

Impose a prison sentence of five years, without the option of
a fine, for breaking of this law.

Deport any non-South African who breaks the law.

Define an unlawful organization as one whose purpose it is
to bring about any political, industrial, social or economic change
within the Union by the promotion of disturbance or disorder.

Prepare a Black List of all office-bearers, officers or members
or active supporters of the organization which has heen declared
unlawful. Their letters may be grabbed by the Minister of
Justice. The Liguidator will prepare the Black List for Minister
Swart.

Prohibit the holding of meetings which may further the pur-
poses pros@ribed by it.

Ban a person for any period from any area, or order him to
leave that area, even if it his place of residence.

Prohibit any newspaper or pamphlet that: Spreads Com-
munism; Is the mouthpiece, or under the guidance, of an unlaw-
ful organization; Spreads information that can bring about
potllitic'al, industrial, or economic change by disturbance or dis-
order.

_Al!ow‘ Police or the Liquidator to enter premises without
prior ngtice.

Prohibit a person from holding any public office if lie belongs,
or belonged, to an unlawful organization, or was prosecuted
under this Aect. )

of such scope will require a vast framework for reinforcement; to dam
up a ghetto has always been the most difficult task for a reactionary
ruling class and the Herrenvoll of South Africa will learn this.

Part and parcel of the system now in the making is the anti-Com-
munist Bill, details. of which are boxed on this page. It is important
to note that, in effect, it is directed against any and all political
organizations or movements which might, in the minutest degree,
challenge the Herrenvoll: system. It matches the notorious Japanese
“dangerous thought” laws.

Both rival capitalist parties of South Africa, the United Party of
Smuts and the government Nationalist Party, support this measure. In
fact, the so-called opposition party of Smuts (UP) supports, in principle,
all the bills although disagreeing on certain aspects such as give the
government in power the right fo rule by decree. After all, Smuts has

created the system which his political rivals now desire fo bring to its
logical conclusion.

The opposition to this infamy is widespread and organized, but
does not find its way into the world press since the various united non-
European movements largely practise a policy of hoycotting the ra-
cially organized parliamentary bodies of the country. It is inevitable
that the Apartheid system must creat overpowering opposition, and
crumble to earth along with its white masters. The whites themselves
will find they cannot live long in such a system, which will hreed a
hatred and an atmosphere which will stifle then :

The ghettos will only conceal one of the tensest and most explosive
areas of the world; an area where millions of African workers and
farmers, together with Indians and people of all colors, may be forced
into a temporary misery, but whose liberation is assured. Speed the
day when the super-Nazi racial state of white South Africa is
destroyed by its mass victims!

[ Readers Tabe the Ploor . .|
Saboteur at Work

To the Editor;

My attention has been called to
a derogatory remark against the
New York Giants appearing in my
LABOR ACTION column of June
9, 1950, to the effect that they're
not in the race for the National
League pennant.

I hereby formally disown, dis-
claim and denounce said remark,

Note

To a reader who did not sign his
name (explaining he is a govern-
ment worker) and who wrote us
regarding the story in our Janu-
ary 2, 1950 issue headed “I Am a
Partisan,” enclosing a letter from
a European friend:

The story was not about the
“alleged anti- Communist fervor”
of “the inmates of the Ganghof .

whose appearance in the article is settlement of Regensburg, Ger-
a mystery to me. It certainly never many.” This setilement is men-

appeared in my original copy!

As for the culprit who sneaked
it in, a glance at the sports pages
will show him, the cur, that the
Giants are very much in the pen-
nant race.

tioned only as the place where the
interview with the Ukrainian Par-
tisan courier took place and where
her comrades met her. Recheck
the story.

N.B.: We do not print anony-
mous letters, though we do hold
signatures confidential as request-
ed.—Ed.

Henry JUDD
13

The editor, the editorial board,
cur linotyper, proofreader, and all
other persons concerned join with
Comrade Judd in expressing dis-
may and consternation over this
unfortunate contretemps. A full-
scale investigation is now proceed-
ing to unearth the malefactor or
malefactors, who will be merci-
lessly exposed to public indigna-
tion, whether he, she or they be Le:tters‘nmst be signed, but names
gremlins or Dodger sympathizers. will be witheld on request.
—Ed. ~

S

It is the policy of LABOR AC-
TION to encourage our readers
to write in their comments and
criticisms, pro and con, on arti-
cles in the paper. We'd like you
to keep them down to 500 words.
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P~ne Six

Stalin as Philologist |

The Boss Himself Steps In to Cover Up Crude Revelation of Russian Chauvinism

By HAL DRAPER

Stalin: has just made one of his rare public appear-
ances in print. To the disconcertment of the press, in the
midst of burning world problems it turned out to be on
the subject of—philology.

Naturally speculation has turned to an mquuy into
what devious relation the Stalin pronouncement on the
science of language has to current problems. Or is it just
one of those mysterious and unfathomable products of
“Asiatic” mumbo-jumbo which the “Western mind” can
not hope to understand? The latter “explanation” is the
easy retreat from the attempt to understand anything
about Russia which is all the more palatable to American
commentators since -it flatters their prejudices.

In reality, the political relevance of the new Stalin
decree on philology is easy enough to understand on the
background of some recent developments. Ifs exact import
must be more speculative, but we are willing to advance
an educated guess.

Stalin directed his statement, in form, against theo-
ries supposedly put forward (more than a couple of
decades ago) by a Russian philologist, N. Y. Marr. Marr,
is represented as teaching that all languages are strictly
class languapges and that different classes of the same
nation necessarily speak “different” languages. Display-
ing the brilliant dialectic powers for which he is noted,
Stalin calls his scientists’ attention to the fact (presum-
ably overlooked by them till now) that in actuality work-
ers and rulers speak the same language, and that langu-
ages are not simply class reflexes.

So far the thing sounds like an excerpt from Lewis
Carroll.

The Real Buﬂ

Did Marr really put forward the ridiculous theories
ascribed to him and so easily knocked down by the Genial
Corypheus of Scienee? This writer pretends to no knowl-
edge at all about Marr or his views. We are going to
make the point, in fact, that poor Marr has been dragged
in only as a stalking horse and that it is not his views
that Stalin is exercised over. But if only parenthetically,
it should be added that Stalin’s version of his theories
bears more resemblance to the mentality of the live die-
tator than of the dead scientist.

For one does not have to go o Marr, rightly or wrong-
ly. in order to find the theories about which Stalin is
speaking most certainly. They were not put forward de-
cades ago but only last year. And not by Marr but by
one of the most prominent hack journalists of the Kremlin's
stable, D. Zaslavsky.

Writing in the Literaturnaia Gazeta of Januafy 1,
1949, Zaslavsky, a well-known mouthpiece for the Polit-
buro, launched the new year with an article entitled “The
Great Language of Our Era,” in which the scientifie dis-
covery is announced that the Russian language is the

language of socialism. Since brief summaries of his arti-
cle might tend to sound like Lewis Carroll again, we
quot& his thesis: )

“The replacement of one world language by another
has occurred time and again throughout the thousands of
years of the history of mankind. The Latin language wak
the language of the ancient world and the Middle Ages.
The French language was the language of the ruling class
of the feudal epoch. It was maintained for a long time
together with feudal traditions and customs in inter-

national diplomatic circles. The English language became

the language of world capitalism.” And then: “Looking
at the future on New Year’s Day, we see the Russian
language as the world language of socialism.”

+ Zaslavsky actually writes: “The English language
corrupted -people in Asia and Afriea. It created the re-
pulsive profession of compradores . ..”

More of this “class analysis”: “All previous world
languages,” he writes, “were cosmopolite languages. They
created an international community of ruling classes, but
always at the expense of the popular, national tongues.
The languages of feudal and capitalist cosmopolitan-
ism. ..."”

But at this combmatlon of the words “feudal” and
“cosmopolitanism,” the reader may already have his fill,
and so we add only that Zaslavsky’s conclusion is that
Russian is today “the foremost world language of inter-

‘nationalism.”

In the Czar's Path

" Few people had any .doubt about the political meaning
£ of this philelogical dissertation by the Kremlin's mouth-

piece, Besides, its meaning was acted out. In every one
of the satellite states a fierce campaign got under way
to make Russian the language of the satellites, in fact
as -well as in Zaslavskian-Stalinist theory.

In all except the theoretical rationalization, the drive
was an old story for most of the satellites. Linguistic
Russification had been a standing method of imperialist
domination by the ezars. The branch agents of the Krem-
lin in the Eastern European capitals proceeded to execute
the line. Czech Minister Kopecki stated: “The Russian
language, that is the language of our better future.” In
Rumania, Hungary and down the line, the pressure was
put on to force students, for example, to elect Russian
for study rather than French or English.

But if linguistic Russification had always been ‘a
means of imperialist oppression by the czars, it had by
the same token always been a center of nationalist re-
sistance by the people. It is not more important, to he
sure, than Russian exploitation of a satellite’s economic

Jife—but how many people can see that going on before

their eyes? One’s language, however—that is what one
speaks every day; there are few things more intimately
bound up with the most elemental feel of nationality!

The Yugoslav Titoists took up the issue. It is of
course made to order for them: this is an aspect of
Stalinist policy which is by its very nature peculiar to
Russian Stalinism and its imperialism. The nstional-
Stalinists of the Tito camp could (and did) let loose with
both barrels, while remaining thoroughly within the con-
fines of their own Stalinist ideology. (This is, naturally,
what limits the issues which the Titoists can and do use
against Moscow, outside of the demagogic declamations
in favor of ‘““democracy” which .they sh'ue fully with
their Russian cousins.)

The Titoists (and anti- b'i:dumsts, for that matter)
could here point not only to oppressive acts of Russifica-_
tion and chauvinism on the part of the Kremlin—and try
with greater or lesser suecess to prove them—but they
could show the imperialist-chauvinist ideology of Moscow
written down on paper, rather cr udely at that.

Image of the Benevolent Master

We have before us, as we write, a special pamphle}-
recently issued by the Belgrade propaganda department,
important e!{ongh to be translated into English by the
Yugoslav agency in this country—among the first they
have putf ‘out. It is "The Russian Language and Greaf Ruse
sian Chauvinism,”” by Professor Radovan Lalic of the
University of Belgrade. The science of philology seems
to be not without importance in the Moscow-Titoist prop«
aganda battle! It is in fact, as it was under the czars,
both a practical issue and a potent symbol of nationalist
resistance to Russian imperialism.

What of Stalin’s venture into the field of philology,
then? It would appear that Stalin is repudiating Zaslav-
sky (under the pstudonym of Marr). Or rather: Stalin
is repudiating Zaslavsky's theorizing. The two are not
the same: neither Zaslavsky nor the Russification drive
is necessarily due for liquidation.

But one of the erudest expressions of Russian chauvin- -

ism is no longer “on the books,” available for gquotation
by the enemy. Has not the great Stalin himself spoken
out against these “mistakes”? What are you complaining
about now? And does not this show that Futher Stalin is
really watehing vigilantly over his children? The image
of the benevolent Master as against the erring or brutal
servants (if only the misdeeds of the underlings can be
brought to his notice) is a gambit well enough known to
the czars. This is indeed why the philological decree ap-
peared over the name of Stalin himself, who does not
deign to speak on other matters.,

or less brutal, more or less subtle, in accordance with the
necessity. It did not need the Jabberwocky theory to get
started in the first place, and it can do \nthout any
theory at all, except the hasic one that Russia is the
motherland of socialism.

5
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Meanwhile the Russification drive will go on, moig~ ,i 3
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American Bad Neighbor’ Policy Provokes
Reactionary Wave in Latin American States

By JUAN REY

LIMA, Peru, June—In one of my

groups of demonstrators resorted
to arms, giving the army the pre-

ership to its approval. No “com-
munist or Nazi-fascist element”
can be a union leader. This decree

mask to the Odria government.
In these “elections,” there will be

gar and other produets and Vene-
zuelan petroleum).

earlier articles | wrote that the
situation in Bolivia was poised be-
tween military dictatorship and a
popular  uprising.  Subsequent
‘events have brought about a solu-
tion. The general strike decreed by
the workers" coordinating commit-
tee, which represents almost the
entire labor movement, has been
broken by military force. The ar-
rest of the union leaders and their
removal te Coati (island in Lake
Titicaca) provoked a demonstra-
tion of students and sirikers which
was dissolved by force. A few

text for bombarding the workers'
quarters with heavy artillery and
resulting in several hundred dead
and wounded.

The workers’ cause was lost
through the armed intervention
of the Stalinist and nationalist
groups thereby furnishing an ex-
cuse for reprisals. The general
strike ended with the defeat of
the proletariat. The government
took advantage of the situation
by issuing a decree permitting it
to intervene in union affairs by
submitting the elected union lead-
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gives rise to official abuse and
points to the end of union inde-
pendence.

But the defeat of the working
class and the Pyrrhic victory of
the government has so exacerbat-
ed the situation of the latter that
there was talk of a military junta
and the cabinet crisis is already a
fact. With the economic disrup-
tion of the country, thanks to the
momentary devaluation dictated
by the mining magnates and their
“Yankee" advisers, Bolivia lives
in a state of “permanent revolu-
tion,” in a climate *of conspira-
cies and preparations for armed
strugele.

The government party has ex-
hausted the rickety “democracy”
and only the support of the army
maintains control. Reaction is on
the march; the right wing which
fomented a revolution against the
nationalist regime of Villarloe
has ended in a military dictator-

- ship.

REVOLT IN PERU

The events in Arequipa, Peru,
where a popular insurrection at-
tempted to overthrow the dicta-
torial regime of General Odria,
has much in common with the
Bolivian general strike. The Pe-
ruvian totalitarian regime is on
the eve if its very singular elec-
tions, which would give a legal

only one candidate, that of Odria.

The economic crisis which Peru
is undergoing and the cynicism of
the dictator provoked the popular
insurrection in Arequipa, a spon-
taneous and popular uprising
which was crushed with machine
guns and artillery as a "Commun-
ist conspiracy.” The president of

.the government junta, Mostage, a

recognized Peruvian politician, was
taken prisoner, as were the other
members of the insurrectional gov-
ernment.

The insurreetion has demon-

- strated the weakness and decom-

position of the APRA, the party
of Haya de la Torre, which had
had great ascendancy among the
populace. It has likewise proved
that the Odria regime is far from
being firmly consolidated.

"BAD NEIGHBOR" POLICY

The fundamental reason for
these convulsions in the South
American countries is the eco-
nomic crisis, rendered more pro-
found by the “bad neighbor” pol-
itics of the Ameriean monopolies.

During the war the United
States raised the “good neighbor”
theme which consisted primarily
in' the exclusive acquisition of
South American raw materials
(Bolivian rubber and tin, Chilean
minerals and saltpeter, Brazilian,
Colombian, and Cuban coffee, su-

Now that the American monope~
lies no longer require these artis
cles so urgently, they follow the
"bad neighbor" policy of low-
ering the prices of South American
raw materials, devaluating their
currencies and raising the prices
of North American industrial com-"
modities. The lowering of Bolivian
tin and rubber, the import duties
on copper, the projected lowering
of coffee—all fundamentally affect
the econemy of the Latin American
"good neighbors,” who are re-
duced to the role of a Negro slave
who, when his task is finished, re-
ceives a blow.

Such a poliey, promulgated and
defended by the “liberal” My,
Miller, provokes the reactionary
wave in South America along
with the growth of an anti-Yan-
kee sentiment which is exploited
by Peronism and Stalinism. The
U. S. workers should oppose such
a policy and-resist the reaction-
ary offensive of the Yankee mo-

-nopolies which bury political de-

mocracy in South Ameriea and
weaken the native workers’ move-
ment., ,
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Page Seven

By DANIEL WELSH
The main problem of the Com-

intensified campaign against it has
been, of course, how to combat the
isolation which the general politi-
cal situation is imposing on its
membership. It finds itself more
and more isolated from the non-
Stalinist, neo-Stalinist and pseudo-
Stalinist circles which once pro-
vided it with a broad and useful
arena within which to work.

But the  anti-CP campaign has
not stopped at this, and makes it-
self felt within the party apparatus
itself. The deportatiens, firings,
contempt convictions, etc. have re-
sulted in the loss or removal of
numerous cadre elements in the
ranks and leadership. And incom-
petent and politically illiterate as

* the American Stalinist leadership
may appear to be, the CP has a

- ~gerious problem in renewing and

replacing these elements. It does
not have an inexhaustible supply
of trustworthy and reliable mem-
bers whe can be promoted to lead-
ership positions.

Not the least of this problem,
from the CP’s standpoint, is how
to prevent the infiltration of gov-
ernment agents into the top com-
mittees of the party. This possi-
bility has become very real since
there began the large-scale trek of
government agents onto the wit-
ness stand after they had worked
within the party for many years.

Reporting to the recent CP ple-
num, Gill Green described the case
of John Lautner, an exposed agent
who had been head of the Na-
tional Review Commission (the
party‘s internal GPU), and as such

. had protected other government

agents who were under suspicion.

Another leading member of the -

Cleveland organization had been
a star sub-getter by paying for
subscriptions with FBI funds. Dur-
ing the recent trial of the Stalinist
leaders, many aspects of the de-
.Ignse strategy were made known
10 the FBI through another agent
who worked in the defense office.

The Wooden Medal

Labor, the railroad unions’
weekly, says that Casey Jones—
the central figure of the most fa-
mous railroaders’ ballad — was
NOT a scab. Anyway, not John
Luther (Casey) Jones, who was
piloting an Illincis Central train
and not a scab SP locomotive
when he plowed into badly side-
tracked cars in Mississippi.

On the occasion of the issuance
of a special-postage stamp to hon-
or Casey Jones and locomotive en-
gineers in general, President Rob-
ertson of the Brotherhood of Lo-
comotive Firemen and Engineers
added the news that Casey was a
paid-up member of the union and
his widow collected union insur-
ance on his death.

So the Casey Jones who “didn't

—~-gtrike at all” when “the workers

on the SP line to strike sent out
a call” wasn't John Luther.

Books Received

Received from the New Amer-
jean Library, publishers of Men-
tor and Signet pocket books, pub-
lished June 28:

THE OREGON TRAIL, by Fran-
cis Parkman. A reprint of the fa-
mous classic of the trek to the
West. A Mentor book, 256 pages,
35 cents.

THE LOVE-MAKING OF MAX-
ROBERT, by Robert Shaplen. A
Signet book, 192 pages, 25 cents.

HEALTHY BABIES ARE HAP-
PY BABIES, by Drs. J. Kenyon
and Ruth Russell. A Signet book.
240 pages, 25 cents.

NATIVE SON, by Richard
Wright. A Signet book. Reprint
of the great novel of Negro life

'~i—in America. 416 pages, 35 cents.

— i

1
1

P‘-;‘T.'.."-"" !

HOW TO KNOW AND ENJOY
NEW YORK, by Carl Maas. A
Mentor guide. 160 pg‘ges, 35 cents.

munist Party in the face of the

and then testified in court against
the defendents. And Pittsburgh and
other places have recently been
seriously damaged by the expo-
sures made by individual agents
who made public the entire mem-
bership of the local organization.

HACK OR STOOL

The CP’s dilemma in this situa-
tion is really pitiful, for from
Green's discussion it is clear that
it has no real means of combating
the penetration of police agents.
Its special preblem flows from the
party’s monolithic-bureaucratic
structure, and its pro-Russian ori-
entation.

Agents are rarely exposed and
discovered only with difficulty.
Sometimes they are merely sincere
American patriots, whom the CP
cannot expect to convince that it
is anything else but an arm of the
Russian government. Thus such
agents do not reveal themselves
voluntarily, as sometimes has hap-
pened in socialist organizations.

More important, it is easy for
any agent to rise rapidly in the
CP because of the latter’s primary
emphasis on “irreconcilable opposi-
tion to all deviations from Marx-
ism-Leninism [read: Stalinism] in
setting down qualifications for
leadership.” Green describes what
this means in the case of a stool-
pigeon, This type of person, Green
says, “always keeps quiet on ideo-
logical questions. He always acts
as the ‘good’ comrade. HE AL-
WAYS SUPPORTS ALL POL-
ICIES. He dares not participate
in ideological discussions for fear
of self exposure.” (Qur emphasis.)

Thus, since an agent finds it
easy to act like a perfect Stalinist
hack, there is no way really to test
his loyalty to ideas, devotion to

CP’s Bureaucratic Regime Eases FBI's Joh

-They Can't Tell a Stoolpigeon from a Hack...

principle, or theoretical develop-
ment. What_a revealing picture!

LINE 1S STIFFENING

Another problem, which again .

originates externally but has in-
ternal repercussions, is ‘a conse-
cquence of the Tito split. While
there are no indications of any
widespread excitement or dissent
from the official characterization
of Tito as a “fascist,” there is, ap-
parently a tendency to take a
“soft” approach teward the neo-
Stalinist fellow travellers in the
Progressive Party and the nation-
ality organizations. There has been
resistance to the idea that the
party should isolate itself any fur-
ther by sharpening relations with
some of the CP's few remaining
allies.

It was this tendency which re-
sulted in the CP forces at the last
Progressive Party convention mak-
ing substantial concessions to Wal-
lace. This resulted in the foreign-
policy resolution which made con-
cessions to Wallace in the direction
of a “plague on both your houses”
approach, The party leadership
feels today that it made a “mis-
take” in allowing a wunanimous
vote for this resolution in spite
of what it describes as “the very
difficult situation there, flowing
from some basic weaknesses in
our united front werk from be-
low.”

What is meant is that, at the
time, the party was afraid that if
it opi)nly showed its strength and
imposed its own line,
might choose the opportunity to
flounce out of the organization,
taking the rest of the non-Stal-
inist elements with him.

The Tito question has caused
a number of fellow travelers to

Reader Takes the Floor —

MORE ON THE UAW-

To the Editor:

Walter Jason's appraisal of the
GM-UAW pact was gquite an ex-
perience in reading, particularly
when a paper like LABOR AC-
TION makes itself his sounding
board. His presentation is shot full
of holes: while on the one hand
he states that the union won a
definite victory, he admits that
GM was in control of the situa-
tion and dictated its terms to the
union.

What is the nature of this “vic-
tory”? Why did GM’s stock imme-
diately rise on Wall Street? Why
are minuscular gains puffed up teo
appear as inflationary concessions?
The only thing he sees ominous
with the whole transaction is that
it runs for five years—but he says,
clause 117 is still there! By way of
defending the UAW's “victory” he
uses the shabby contracts in effect
at Ford and Chrysler as a criteri-
on. Even the workers of the latter
two plants feel they have been
rooked, he says, and this is proof
enough for him that GM was best-
ed. If wishing for a similar five-
year sentence, the Ford and Chrys-
ler workers will soon have their
chance,

It is true, as he says. that the
workers were conservative; they
wanted nothing to do with a strike
of attrition. The company, with
record-making profits for '49, with
a prospect of even greater ones for
'50, was in the driver's seaf. This
being the case, how does it come
about that they came out on the
short end? During the duration of
pany found that the union was
the two-year contract the com-
capable of controlling its members
and that there were fewer wildcat
strikes and walkouts than during
the period of one-year bargains.
What could be more conducive
to further progress along these

lines than a historic five-year con-
tract with the union fettering its
members for the next half decade?
Being in the driver's seat, the com-
pany decided to remain there, and
will for the next five years, Clause
117 notwithstanding,

The union salvages a one-penny
increase annually on “improved
productivity.” [The increase was
four cents a year—Ed.] It might
be interesting in passing to note
that when this clause was origi-
nally submitted in 1948 the union
scoffingly remarked: “Unsound
and unwise the assumption that
workers can expect no more than
to remain on the economic tread-
mill, inching up three cents an
hour per year, while management
and stockholders reap. profits pro-
portionately far in excess of that
amount.” They rightly called it
“the trickledown theory of pros-
perity.” What they scornfully al-
luded to in '48, they warmly em-
brace in '50. After all, didn’t they
increase it by one cent per annum,
which evidently more nearly cor-
responds with what the manage-
ment and stockholders reap annu-
ally? Jason echoes Walter Reuther
when he wishes the workers to
believe that they are the benefac-
tors of such largesse.

It takes Jason all the way to
his final paragraph to negate that
which he so assiduously built up
in the preceding score — his esti-
mate of “victory.” In it he says:
“The only gualifying factors—and
they are hardly inconsequential—
are the doubts that auto produc-
tion and employment will remain
at their present high level for five
years. A more accurate appraisal
would begin with the statement:
If our workers continue to keep
their. jobs, if model changeovers
don't cause too much uemploy-
ment, if business keeps up, the
package will total perhaps a bil-

Wallace

assume a more independent and

.even antagonistic attitude toward

the Stalinists, and some have
even gone so far as to criticize
the Kremlin's role. Up to now
the CP has been content to let
this conflict simmer without actu-
ally attempting to fight the pro-
Tito tendency openly. But with
the growing strength of Titoist
tendencies, the party has appar-
ently decided to bring things to
a head.

Green expressed this decision
by saying: “We must make per-
fectly clear that, sooner or later,
the period of confusion over the
Tito question will have to end.
Sooner or later it will be im-
possible for individuals who wish
to be considered progressive, who
wish to fight against the war
plans of Wall Street, to straddle
this issue. For Tito is part of the
war camp.”

EXPULSIONS AHEAD

Such threats are directed pri-
marily against people like Louis
Adamic and O. John Rogcge.
Adamic, long a fellow traveler
and prominent in American-Sla-
vic circles, is now conducting
through his monthly organ a
vigorous pro-Tito campaign di-
rected primarily against the CP.
And Rogge, after becoming the
legal representative for the Yugo-
slav government, has intensified
his efforts on Tito’s behalf within
the Stalinist front organizations.
He introduced a resolution calling
for the readmittance of the pre-
v1ousiy expelled Yugoslav delega-
tion Into the World Congress “of
the Defenders of Peace.

The CP has even muttered about
rumors of a “united Titoite, Trot-

M CONTRA

lion dollars in five years.”

Jason's three “ifs"—how they
dull the luster of a newly won
victory! First you have it, now
you don't. What kind of an ap-
praisal is this? Either the com-
pany or the union won a victory,;
he can't have it both ways. This
sounds so much like the current
NAM manufactured canards about
everyone prospering when capital
prospers, and labor and manage-
ment being buddies as to be em-
barrassing.

What Jason evidently means is
that' insofar as was ‘possible, - the
union without resorting to an eco-
nomically catastrophic strike man-
aged to bridle its workers' de-
mands with a two and a half times
more- vicious contract than was
their misfortune to “gain™ previ-
ously. When the plutocratic press,
as typified by the New York
Times, and spokesmen of the com-
pany spout ecstasies concerning
their victory, it is dubious wheth-
er the union has the right to ex-
alt in its own victory., The union,
yes, with their fingers in the pen-
sion fund, will create even more
sinecures for their bureaucracy to
further tighten its reins on the
workers. Its tacit acceptance with
the confidence of the company that
it will for five years maintain dis-
cipline over its members is indeed
something to exalt over.

If, by this presentatiod, Jason
wished to show how futile it is to
struggle for the right to earn a
living under the current labor-
management setup. he did a mas-

terful job. In spite of his avowals,

of union triumphancy, he painted
a despairing picture of what his

unions are capable Df doing to its

members,
Norman JOHNSTONE

The LA article referred to no-

skyite, Browderite conspiracy” to
seize control of the Greenwich Vil-
lage local of the American Labor
Party. Whatever the truth of these
rumors, there can be no dqubt it
is apparently acting on the convic-
tion that the Tito split is irrepar-
able, and that whatever the losses
may be it is necessary to com-
pletely break with all those who in
any way “condemn the Soviet
Union.”

The resistance to this new line
apparently comes from large sec-
tions of the party who do not relish
the idea of being any further iso-
lated than they find themselves
already. As a consequence, it is
rnot too unlikely that we will hear
shortly of a new wave of expul-
sions of people who “display con-
ciliatory tendencies toward Yugo-

slav counter-revolutionists.”

Yet in our opinion any such
move should not be taken too seri-
ously as evidence of inner-party
dissension. The CP flourishes on a
diet of purges, “ideological cleans-
ing,” and similar substitutes for an
internal life. The continual cam-
paigns against ideological devia-
tions serve to ma:r}tdm for the
membership the fiction that there
exists some kind of free intellec-
tual life characteristic of demo-
cratic centralism, even if all of the
components of such a life are miss-
ing.

Thus, while the defections to
Titoism among the fellow travelers
may be serious, and have a total
effect on the CP which ecan only
further its public discreditment, it
cannot be expected seriously to
disrupt the Stalinist erganization
directly, We will discuss how the
Tito question has affected it up to
now in a subseguent article.

T ISSUE

where “admits that GM was in
control of -the situation and dic-
tated its terms to the union.” OQur
correspondent is perhaps mis-
paraphrasing- the statement that
“The INITIATIVE was clearly in
GM's hands in this situation.” The
preceding passage had pointed out
why indeed GM could NOT dic-
tate its terms.

We have also pointed out what
GM and the “plutocratic press”
are in “ecstasies” about, with re-
gard to the contract—the five-year
term and the “laber stability™ it
promises. They are not in ecstasies
about the gains made by the un-
ion. As we have noted, for ex-
ample, Business Week magazine
points to this contract as stimu-
lating new wage demands by other
unions.

It is this double-barreled impact .

of the contract that, in our opin-
ion, correspondent Johnstone does
not understand. The black-and-
white light in which he views it
makes for simpler thinking and
rather vigorous language but does
not at all reflect any reality.
This is shown in his references
to “minuscular gains” and the fob-
bing-off reference to the actual
state of mind of the UAW workers
with regard to strike and his com-
plete ignoring of what has hap-
pened since 1948 when the UAW
held out for more than “inching up
three cents an hour per year.”
We have concentrated our own
criticism of the contract on the
feature which merits it: the five-
year term. Our correspondent lays
his emphasis on -attacking it as

representing no gains at all of any !

significance  whatsoever — just*
“two-and-a-half times more vi-
cious” than previously! It is this
kind of approach which recalls
Jason’s remark: “Not the least of
Reuther's assets are still most of
his critics.”"—Ed.
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tionary section of the native ruling class and kept it there
through sheer force of subsidies and arms.

Thus when Stalin’s government decided that the time
was ripe to seize all of Korea, there was no organized force
in the South which could develop any kind of effective re-
sistance. Every consistent democrat—Ilet alone every so-
cialist—in the world should and must condemn the ruthless
invasion. But no real democrat and certainly no socialist
could find any force in South Korea to support in resistance
to the invasion. What democratic and socialist forces once
existed there have been driven by the reactionary govern-
ment into the arms of Stalinism, into prison, into the grave
or into a precarious semi-legal existence.

As a matter of fact, even the American government
could find no one to oppose the invasion with anything but
token resistance. Its puppet government, completely di-
vorced from and ardently hated by all strata of the popula-
tion, could put up no effective fight despite the fact that it
had an army trained, equipped and officered by Americans.
The soldiers simply refused to lay down their lives in a cause
which they knew was not theirs.

Thus the United States has been forced to replace the
government of Southern Korea in the war. In doing so it has

laid bare the purely imper-
ialist character of the con-
flict. -

BASED ON REACTION

In proclaiming the new
military policy for Asia, the
Truman administration is taking
one more step in a course which
can only have the effect of hope-
lessly compromising it in the eyes
of the peoples of that vast con-
tinent. In this respect, Stalin will
gain much, though in all probab-
ility he will not gain the strategic
control of the Korean peninsula.

In one country after another
‘American policy has been forced
to base itself on reactionary gov-
ernments which enjoy little or no
popular support. All peoples of
Asia are engaged in throwing off
the yoke of Western imperialism.
And everywhere the revolution-
ary process involved raises, in ad-
dition to the demand for political
independence, the social and eco-
nomic demands of the masses
against the ruling classes.

But the United Stutes is engaged
in ‘a conflict for world supremacy
with Russia. Everywhere it seeks
social stability as a basis for its
military policy. And in seeking this
stability, it tends naturally to bol-
ster the existing ruling groups and
to oppose any changes in the po-
fitical and economic relationships
in the Asiatic countries.

But in Asia there can be no
stability under the status quo.
The exploitation and oppression
of the peoples, whether at_the
hands of foreigners or of tiny re-
actionary native ruling classes,
drives them to revolt. More and
more, as time goes by, the masses
of Asia come to regard the Amer-
ican government and its armed
forces as the chief prop of gov-
ernments which they want to
abolish.

GRIST TO CP MILL

Now the United States has
openly replaced one such govern-
ment with its own air force and

in the Second World War.

in the history of the world.”

This Is Where He
Came In—10 Years Ago

A news item summarizes the results of six years of slaughter

Ten years ago General Marshall wrote a commencement
speech for his alma mater, the Virginia Military Institute. He
never delivered it. Before commencement day arcived the German
army swept into France and the general was called to Washing-
ton to prepare the country to get into the second world war to
“preserve democracy”’ and peace.

Last month, in the middle of June, General Marshall shook
the dust from the same old speech and delivered it, ten years
late. One passage read, for example: “This is a day of high
emotion for you men. It may also be one of the most fateful days

The world was ten vears older; a second world-wide massacre
had taken place; but the same words fitted.
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navy. It is most unlikely that the
American government will once
more withdraw its forces from
Korea, It has proclaimed its in-
tention of actively intervening to
keep the hated French power in
Indo-China. It has proclaimed
Formosa a military base which it
will protect with its navy.

The ruling classes in these and
other countries, beset by the twin
dangers of Stalinist expansion
from China and social revolution
within their own countries, will
be greatly heartened by the action
of the Truman administration.
The most rractionary govern-
ments will conclude that, regard-
less of how they mismanage their
own affairs, the American air
force and navy will effectively in-
tervene to protect them from
either of the dangers.

But this will all be grist to the

- Stalinist propaganda mill through-
out Asia. Playing on the misery and
poverty of the peoples, they will
point out with devastating effect
that the United States has already
once superseded a reactionary gov-
erament with its armed forces, and
that it will not hesitate o do so
again. . .

They will point out that while
Stalinism offers support against
the ancient and long-known op-
ressors, both foreign and do-
mestic, the Americans retain these
oppressors in power; or if that
cannot be managed, they take the
power which is falling from rot-
ting fingers into their own mailed
imperialist fist.

Thus a U. S. vietory in the war
in Korea is not and cannot be a
vietory for the Korean people or
for democracy. It can be a victory
for American military power and
an aid to the propaganda power
of Stalinism at the same time.

DISASTER FOR THE PEOPLE

From the abeve one other con-
sequence follows. The military
victory will in all likelihood re-
inforce the conviction of the
American government and its sup-
porters at home and abroad that
Stalinism can be effectively de-
feated only by purely military
containment.

It is quite probable that in the
face of determined American mil-
itary rvesistance the Stalinists will

Seeds
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from 3 to 5 million people fled
North Korea.

In the South, the United States
army began its rule by ordering
the Japanese police, which had
been hated by two generations of
Koreans, to remain at their posts
to assist the occupation. General
Hodge then began a series of re-
pressions against all who at-
tempted to take the liberation lit-
erally. When in September and
October of 1946 a national revolu-
tion swept Southern Korea the
extreme reactionary forces, led
by Syngman Rhee's terror
groups, got U. 8. assistance in
maintaining a white terror of
vast proportions.

RULE BY TERROR

From then on the U. S. became
committed to Rhee’s regime, prob-
ably the most hated government
in all Asia.

This was the instrument for U. S.
pelicy in the couniry: a govern-
ment thoroughly isolated from all
popular layers of the nation and
based . only on a few landlord
cliques. Its corruption, ineficiency,
simple stupidity, brutality and
crude police methods were far
worse than anything in Kuomintang
China.-Hardly a week passed with-
out a new revolt in the army,
among the peasantry, students or
workers. Indeed, the smallest criti-
cism of the state was labeled re-
bellious and treated accordingly.

- It was a state living on terror
because it lived in fear of popular
overthrow or invasion. It existed
only- on American subsidies of
about 100 million dollars a year.

"War.Aim in Korea

either pull their forces back be-
hind the 38th parallel, or will
simply leave them to fend for
themselves as best they can. This
must have figured in Stalin’s cal-
culations as one possible conse-
quence of his military adventure.
The cold-blooded ineitement of
others to fight his battles, and the
equally cold-blooded abandonment
of these others to their fate if it
serves his purposes, has been re-
peated so often that it is one of
the distinguishing characteristies
of Stalinist policy. i ’

To the American government,
set upon its course, this will sim-
ply be further encouragement to
the idea that air lifts or air bom-
bardments will do the job of con-
taining Stalinism till the day
when everything is ready for the
grand reckoning.

But this policy is a disaster not
only for the common people of
Asia, Europe and the rest of the
world, It is equally disastrous for
the American people themselves.

It means that America is to be
burdened from now on with in-
creasingly heavy armaments. It
means that the campaign against
civil liberties will grow without
any end in sight. It means not
only the imposition of hated re-
actionary governments on the
peoples of Asia, but of a govern-
ment which must grow more re-
actionary on the people of Amer-
ica.

PROP CAPITALISM?

Right now there is nothing we
can do to aid the people of Korea,
helpless pawns in the conflict bet-
ween American imperialism and
Russian Stalinism. But the Amer-
ican labor movement, which has
gone along with the policy of the
government, must begin te open
its eyes to the consequences of
this policy to the workers and all
the common people of this country.

To continue to support it is to
commit political suicide in the
long run. More concretely, it is
to doom the American people to
the role of a hated oppressor na-
tion throughout the world, and
eventually to a horrible war
which can end civilization as we
know it. .

The Truman administration, with

of Yadl

It gave to its 300 million people
no reason to support it in any
war. Thus the Rhee regime could
expect to survive an invasion only
by spreading the war to the world
stage and getting American in-
tervention. ’

The Russians saw in this rot-
ten regime their best weapon for
the conquest of South Korea. To
the thousands of Koreans who

fled to the mountains to escape .

repression, the Northerners of-
fered an end to Rhee's cruel des-
potism as well as national unifica-
tion. And these tens of thousands
of peasants, transformed into
euerillas by Rhee's methods, may
vet link up with the Stalinist
troops.

But for most of the people there
is no alternative. They are not in
this struggle. They are being
fought over but they have nothing
to fight for. That is why the United
States has so speedily sent its for-
ces into action, since every report
indicates that Rhee cannot muster
support within the country.

The question that continues to
puzzle observers is why the inva-
sion was launched at this time.
Certainly there is no national
Korean aim involved on either

side. The Russians did not launch

this war in order to unify the
country, but to oust the last ves-
tige of U. 8. power from North-
ern Asia. Specifically, the Rus-
sians are replying to the blatant-
ly announced new U. S. policy to-
ward Japan for permanent mili-
tary bases, with or without a
peace treaty.

It now appears that, while Mac-
Arthur was busy driving the

‘bombers now smashing Korean
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all its propesed domestic reforms
has no real alternative which it 2
can possibly adopt within thel .

framework of its foreign policy.

1t is not a question, really, of blind-
ness or stupidity. The Truman ad-
ministration is pledged to main-

taining the capitalist system here, .
and consequently to maintaining
capitalist systems of one kind or 8
another throughout the world. . =~ &

But everywhere except in Amer- :
ica, capitalism is sick to death. .
This is not a statement which de- .
rives from some DMarxist pre-
judgment. In Asia it is demon_-'
strated daily by the inability of.
the ruling classes to establish .
stable governments with a large
degree of popular support, ;
Throughout the world it is demon-, %
strated by the tendency of masses .
to swing in one degree or another
to totalitarian Stalinism. :

Whatever the labor movement =«
may think of the desirability of
capitalism here, they must under®- -3
stand that to try to prop it up in; = §
Asia and even in Europe will:
lead to war. And more than that,, -
it will lead to a war in whieh:
America will not enjoy the sup-,
port of the masses of the world
in the way she had it during the-
war against the Nazis. ;

The simplest coneclusion to be .
drawn from this is an end to la-
bor support of the government'’s
foreign policy. As things are now,
that means an end to labor’s sup-
port of the Democratic Party
which is allied with the Republi-
cans in this foreign poliey. It
means the formation of a political -
forece in’ the country which can
initiate a foreign policy based not
on supporting cerrupt, hated and
impotent ruling classes with
American military power, but on
winning the common people of the
world to an independent, political
struggle against both their own
oppressors and the Stalinists who
seek to enslave them.

That is a long-range policy. As
stch, it may seem much less “praes - -
tical” and less likely to succes*
in defeating Stalinism than the

towns and cities .to bits. But the
world cannot stand many more-
“*successes” in American foreign
policy of this kind.

Communist Party underground
and otherwise grooming Japan
for its new role in the American
strategic scheme for the North
Pacific, Russia was equally busy’
in a plan to outflank these prepa=’
cessful, would have placed Rus--
rations. The Korean war, if sue-’
sian power 125 miles across the’
straits from Japan, rendering the
entire U. S. military program
vseless. It was a gamble which
at a cheap price would have
gained an enormous advantage to
Russia, establishing her suprem==-—
acy in the entire North Pacific. ”
Can she simply withdraw now -
and rest on political advantages
consequent to U. S, intervention?
Wars do not always go according
to plan.

PERMANENT TINDER

Basing themselves on the fee-
bleness of the South Korean state,
Russia calculated on a speedy ad-
venture to be over before it could
spread to dangerous proportions.
But instead of Syngman Rhee,
Russia’s puppets now meet Amer-
ican forces. Whether Russia’s
commitment is so great that she
must now make the final plunge,
which will precipitate World War '

“III, is doubtful. ; . [

;Poe
Nevertheless it would be base-
less optimism to believe that the
American action will speedily end '
the war. Whatever relative sta-- !
bility is re-established eventually, .
a Korea divided between the pow-
ers will be a permanent tinder-
box and a peninsula containing
two military states waiting for
the final signal to launch a total
war. .
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