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< This past week the news headlined by the press has underlined in
o7 glaring fashion, we think, an outstanding characteristic of the political
and propaganda battle being waged between the U. S. and Russia.

Without behttlmg the importance of the Korean shooting war for
both sides, the fact is that the war itself is only one stage on which the
preparatlons for World War III are. takmg place. In the rest of the world,
in Europe and in Asia, the two blocs vie with each other to win the support
of the peoples to their side; poht:cally and morally.

Russian totahtammsm is winning hands down, so far—as this week'’s

v omews dlustrates.

s -2 We do not beheve that this is basically because of the incompetence,
by dness ot xgn%ame of the leaders'of U. S. ca ism, however justified

: nay be the specific criticisms of the commentators ‘who th’mk Washington

. merely needs a better education in world strategy.

A despotism more brutal than any the world has ever seen is actually
making long strides ‘in convincing a large part of the world that it, the
Kremhn, is the “lesser evil” as far as peace and progress are concerned!
It is succeeding in this above all in Asia.

Its success in this Big Lie is not due to the cleverness of its propa-
ganda, let alone its truth. It is succeeding in this because the United States
itself is convmcmg the peoples, by its deeds, that the Stahmsts claims are
Justlﬁed

It is convincing them by its policy in the UN debates, by its loan to
Franco, by its reversal on the discredited Chiang Kai-shek, by its increas-
ingly crude assaults on-democratic liberties at home, by its support to the
most reactionary elements in every part of the world.

world are bungled, but because it has little to say in them that the peoples
want to hear. Not because it is doing nothing to carry “our message of de-
moceracy” to the peoples, but because it has no message of democracy.

- Because the peoples are right in looking on the U. S. as upholder of
the banner of capitalist imperialism in the first place and of democratic
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sentiments only in the tenth place.

Because for the leaders of American capitalism this struggle is one
to defend its own capitalist interests in the world, and its acts show this
every week.

Because it has and can have no social program, except the continuance
of capitalism, with which to combat Russian demagogy. And the peoples
of the world have had their bellyful of capitalism and its works.

That is the old system which has led the world to its present ruin. Sta-
linism is the new system which threatens to.lead the werld te a new bar-
barism. Asia has not had its experiences with Stalinism as yet to opern all

eyes. We, as socialists, know what it means. But it cannot be stopped ere- .
<1y by *“‘expostres.” It can-be:s

ped ‘only if the people can’ fight fo¥ a-world
which offers something other than the sharibles of today as-against the
yvet-unclear menace of tomorrow.

At the same time, the democratic-capitalist “lesser evil”™ itself takes
on more and more of the coloration of its despotic rival.

Western capitalism cannot stop Stahmsm—except thmug‘h a purely
military holocaust which will, before it is through, leave precieus litile to
justify its victory, even for those to whom it is still a “lesser evil.”

Support of U. S. foreign policy is grist to the Stalinist mill.

That is an essential part of the reason why we are political opponents
of the war 'pohcws of both camps in this war and in the big war which is
looming. That is why we are in favor of devoting all sociakist energies to
building the basis for the “Third Camp” of the people, who wish a world
of socialist democracy, not capitalism or Stalinism.

Let those who think Western capitalism is a meaningful “lesser evil”
try to get Washington “straightened out.” We will be with them in every
possible fight for every democratic aim that they set. But it will not convert
this war into a “people’s war.’

Democratic rights at home, a democratic foreign policy abroad—Ilet
them try to get capitalism to change its spots. We will see who is really
fighting for democracy : the war camp or the “Third Camp” Socialists!

IN THE UN—

Who Won the

Fascist Ruler

By MARY BELL

Liberals, socialists and genuine
anti-fascists of every variety the
world over were outraged last
week when the Senate of the
United States, now embroiled in
Korean war under the aegis of de-
mocracy - versus - totalitarianism,
voted 65-15 to extend a $100 mil-
lion loan to Franco.

Was not this undertaken by the
government of the country which
proclaimed the Four Freedoms in
the late war against the Axis
powers? Is _not Generalissimo
Franco the pohtical blood-brother
of Hitler and Mussolini? Did he
not use Nazi and faseist arms in
the result against the Spanish re-
publican government to crush the

(Turn to last pagel

-~ Smith Gay Act

" By STAN GREY

In what was undoubtedly the
most important civil liberties case
of the last eventful year, the U. S.
Court of Appeals affirmed the con-
stitutionality of the Smith Act and
upheld the conviction of the eleven
leaders of the Communist Party
for conspiracy to teach and advo-
cate the overthrow of the U. S.
government by force and violence.
This resounding blow against civil
liberty conclusively demonstrates
what has been increasingly evi-
dent in a series of decisions over
the last year, namely, that the cold

stitutional liberties as the basis for
judicial decision.

The fact that the main opinion
(Continued on page 7)

war has replaced traditional con-.

Propaganda War?

By PHILIP COBEN

In sharp contrast with the gleeful anticipa-
tion which preceded the UN Security Council
meeting” when it became known that Russia’s
Malik had reversed himself and would once
more sit down to talk, the results of the four-
day battle of words are being generally, soberly
and correctly appraised as a political defeat for
the U. S. by most responsible commentators.

The consequence has been a deal of soul-
searching in answer to the question “Why?”

“Didn’t we have the truth on our side? Didn’t
we have parliamentary procedure on our side?
Didn’t we have the votes on our side?”

And yet:

“UN Score: We Won Votes, They Won Propa-
ganda” is a headline .in the N. Y. Times. The
verdict was pretty plain, at that.

On the eve of the Security Council meeting, a
large section of the U. S. press was chortling

(Turn to last page)
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LABOR ACTION

UAW Heads Hit Vigilante
Attacks on Alleged (Pers

The top leadership of the United
Automobile Workers (CIO) sent
out a letter on August 5 to all lo-
cals calling on the membership of
the union to stop throwing alleged
Stalinists out of the plants.

At least five or six such inci-
dents have occurred in different
parts of the country which have
been reported in the papers. Most
of them seem to have involved
plants where the UAW has con-
tracts. The leadership has moved
to quiet some of the most danger-
cus situations before, but this is
{he first action taken on a national
scale to stop a disgraceful devel-
opment in the union.

The letter. signed by Walter
Reuther. Emil Mazey, Johnr W.
Livingston and Richard Gosser,
read, in part:

. ..walking of alleged Commu-
nist Party ‘members out of plant§
deprives individuals of their dem-
ocratic rights and is the weapon
of totalitarians themselves. It is
not a weapon of democracy....

“We cannot defeat the Commu-
nists or the adherents of any form
of totalitarianism by falling into
the trap of using their own tac-
tics.... :

“The constitution of our union
effers democratic means for deal-
ing with members of our union
who are guilty of conduct detri-
mental to the best interests of the
union. We call upon all members
of our union to practice in fullest
measure the democratic policies of
our union and nation.... ’

“We urge that the officers of all
local unions convey this message
to our members and take every
precaution to see that incidents do

- not occur. The best way to safe-
guard our union and our demo-
cratic rights is to see to it that we
ourselves observe all democratic
procedures.”

STILL A QUESTION

These portions of the letter (a
full text is not available as we go
to press) are excellent and should
get the support of every real mili-
tant in the plants. It is safe to say
that in the majority of cases these
strong-arm methods are not being
used by unionists who have a long
record of combating the Stalinists
in the days when they were a real
power in the union. This is not the
work of unionists who have distin-
guished themselves in -militancy
toward the employers who hate
the Stalinists for their trade-union
misleadership as well as for the
fact that they represent a totali-
tarian anti- working - class move-
ment.

Such workers have defeated the
Stalinists in fair-and-square demo-
cratic union struggle. The ones
who now show how tough they are
are the kind of men who never
opened their mouths when it took
real courage to fight the Stalinists
and who are now caught up in the
general “anti-red” hysteria which
has its source in the most reaction-
ary and anti-labor sections of the
nation.

There is one point, however,
which the letter sent out by the
UAW leaders (as far as we have
seen of its contents) does not make
clear. That is the question of the
right of Stalinists to remain in the
union and advocate their views.

In Local 595 in Linden, New Jer-
sey. four Stalinists are now up on
charges for “activities detrimental
to the union” because they dis-
{ributed literature opposing Amer-
ican intervention in Korea. after
the local had passed a resolution
endorsing this intervention. If they
are found “guilty” and expelled
from the union, would this be a
“practice in fullest measure” of
“democratic means” for dealing
with these Stalinists?

NO “LEGAL"” PURGE!

In the past the UAW has been
known for the fact that groups
which disagreed with the leader-
ship could issue leaflets and even
organize meetings to express such
disagreement without any fear
that measures would be taken
against them. It was precisely by
the fullest use of such tactics that
Walter Reuther and the whole
present leadership of the union
were able to get a majority in the
ranks and throw out of office the
Thomas-Addes - Stalinist coalition
which had run the union for years.
In their day; as an opposition, they
freely denounced a dozen policies
adopted by the leadership of the
union and backed by what was
then the majority of the members.

But what degree of real democ-
racy remains in an organization if
people, whatever their views, can
be expelled as “detrimental to the
union” for circulating political lit-
erature with which the majority
disagrees?

It is quite clear that a union has
a right to rid itself of members
who scab, act as informers for the
employers, or urge members to
leave the union or to join a rival
labor organization. But when un-
ion. members try to convince their
fellow workers of some political
program which is different from
that of the majority, the only

Two Jingoes in UAW Plant Appeal to N. J.
Witchhunt Law Against Union Members

Anti-democratic violence against
Stalinists in the United Automo-
bile Workers (CIO) took on a new
twist when three mémbers of Lo-
cal 595 in Linden, New Jersey,
signed a complaint against two
Stalinists before a local magistrate
on August 4.

On the previous Monday work-
ers had thrown Calvin de Filippis
and Louis Fischer, two admitted
Stalinists, bodily out of the plant.
injuring them in the process.

Fischer and De Filippis then
brought -assault and Dbattery
charges against three members of
the local. These in turn signed a
complaint against them based on
a state law which makes it a high
misdemeanor “to advocate or
teach by any written or printed
matter whatsoever or by oral
speech that the citizens of this
state should not aid, abet or as-
sist the United States in prosecut-
ing or carrying out a war.” The
statute provides a penalty of not
more than seven years in prison
and a fine of $100 to-$200.

The charge was based on the
contention that the two UAW Sta-

linists had distributed leaflets
urging “Hands Off Korea,” and
that the literature promoted sub-
versive and destructive measures
against the nation and the state.

Consistent defenders of democ-
racy in the union should be the
first to condemn such resort to
witchhunt legislation passed by
reactionary legislators even
though it is directed against the
Stalinist followers of Moscow’'s to-
talitarianism.

The local has adopted-a resolu-
tion backing the United States in
the Korean situation, and Fischer.
De Fillipis and two others have
been suspended by the member-
ship for failing to adhere to the
union’s resolution and for “activ-
ities detrimental to the union.” A
union trial committee will hold
hearings on the suspension in the
near future.

It remains to be seen whether
the local will go through with its
own procedures and the court ac-
tion now pending despite the
UAW leadership’s letter to the lo-
cals condemning the forcible ex-
pulsion of Stalinists from the
plants.

democratic way to combat such
activity is to convince the mem-
bers that the political program ad-
vocated is wrong and should be
rejected. And that goes whether
the minority are Stalinists or any-
one else.

A properly educated member-
ship would not have permitted a
few misguided individuals in their
midst to act as they have done.
The union leadership is doing the
right thing in taking action to pre-
vent the repetition of such inci-
dents. But real trade-union democ-
racy can be stifled by “legal” ac-
tions as well as by individual vio-
lence, as is demonstrated by the
constitutions and practices of a
dozen AFL unions. It is to be
hoped that the militants in the
UAW and the union leadership it-
self will not permit the old and
proud tradition of democracy in
the UAW to be undermined in
the course of the continued strug-
gle against the Stalinists.

_____ _MICHIGAN LABOR NOTES '
Detroit UAW Walkouts Point
to Bitterness on Wage Freeze

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Aug. 7— The United
Auto Workers Union leadership
finally came out with a blast
against the vigilante - type action
in some auto shops against “Com-
munists.”

The directive to all local unions
was signed by the four top officers,
who said: “Members of the UAW
must not participate in unlawful
acts, such as walking alleged Com-
munists out of the plants.”

Its directive added: “The con-
stitution of our union offers dem-
ocratic means for dealing with
members of our union who are
guilty of conduct detrimental to
the best interests of the union.”

A worker in the Buick plant in
Flint was accused of passing out
“subversive” literature and was
dragged out of the plant, accord-
ing to newspaper reports. Local
union officials were reported to be
against the mob action, and they
promised the worker protection.
No details of the incident, includ-
ing the character of the literature,
were available,

There was no reprimand of Carl
Stellato, president of Ford Local
600, whose inflammatory speeches
against “Communists” have. been
stirring' up the reactionary ele-
ments in the UAW-CIO for a wild
witchhunt.

DETROIT, Aug. 7T—Reports from
many plants indicate that the
United Auto Workers’ ranks are
beginning to stir restlessly and the
mood in the shops is bitter and
ugly as the cost of living.goes up-
ward and talk of a wage freeze
increases, while the UAW leaders
remain silent about these burning

‘issues .
s

A flurry of small walkouts. many
of them unreported in the press,

has developed in the past two
weeks.
An indication of UAW rank-

and - file feeling is the defeat of
all incumbents in Chrysler locals,
except one, who were connected
with the leadership of the recent
100-day strike.

Congress Bloc Trying to Stop
Hawaii Bill with Anti-Red” Act

By -LARRY O'CONNOR

A movement is under way in
Congress to rush the Mundt-Fer-
guson “anti-subversive” bill ahead
of consideration of statehood for
Hawaii and Alaska. This maneu-
ver is designed by its supporters
to kill two and possibly three birds
with one poisoned arrow. -

The move is spearheaded by
Senator Eastland of Mississippi,
but its success depends on the co-
operation of the Republican-
Southern Democratic informal co-
alition.

The Southern Democrats do not
want Hawaii or Alaska in the
Union because this would mean
four additional senators who can
be expected to line up against the
Dixiecrats on the guestion of civil
rights for Negroes. They figure
that if they can get the Mundt
bill before the Senate it may kill
consideration of statehood for this
session.

The Republicans are nibbling at
the bait for two reasons. Most of
them want the Mundt bill on the
books. But even if it is not passed
(Democratic leaders and the pres-
ident have been opposed to pass-
ing it on technical grounds) they
would like to be able to charge
the administration with indiffer-
ence to the “red menace” in the
coming election campaign.

DIXIECRATS VS. HAWAII

Both factions in this maneuver
show not only the most cynical
disregard for the civil liberties
which would be assaulted through
passage of this bill and for the in-
terests of the common people of
Hawaii.and Alaska, but also to the
propaganda use to which Stalin
will be able to put their scheme
on a world scale. This maeuver, if
it should succeed. will be worth
at least several divisions of Ko-
reans to the Kremlin, and for the
followimg reasons.

Hawaii has a vast majority of
non-white citizens, with people of
Japanese and Chinese ancestry in
large numbers. This is precisely
why the Southern Democrats do
not want them in the Union. The
statehood bill has already been
kicked around for a long time.
Further postponement of it is an
offense not only to the peoples
involved but by proxy to all non-
white peoples, who will net miss
the peint .

And the Mundt - Ferguson bill.
which this maneuver proposes to
shove ahead of the statehood ques-
tion, is one of the most oppressive
pieces of legislation ever to come
before- the Congress. Allegedly it

would “only” force the Communist
Party and all allied organizations
to register their leaders and mem-
bers and to clearly label their lit-
erature. In actuality such a bill
would effectively outlaw any. and
all organizations which were
forced to register.

MUNDT'S DISEASE

Mundt has fried to assure one
and all that the bill is directed
solely against the Stalinists and
that no other political organiza-
tions need fear it. Yet anyone who
has watched the attorney general
place on his “subversive list” nu-
merous organizations which are
and always have been strongly op-
posed to the Stalinists can rightly
fear that all organizations opposed
to capitalism can in due course be
menaced. ’

To remove any possible doubt on
this score, Senator Mundt himself
told a gathering in Illinois recent-
ly that “communism and socialism
are merely different stages” of the
same “dread disease” which he
wishes to fight.

The Russians do not need a
Mundt-Ferguson bill in countries
which they control for the simple
reason that any individual who
opposes or criticizes the govern-
ment, however mildly, is imme-
diately shot or thrown into -jail
or into a slave-labor camp, But
that will in no way prevent them
from making hay all over the
world over the fact that, should
this bill become law, men and
women will go to prison for their
ideas.

Actually, that is only one reason
for opposing the Mundt bill. The
primary reason is that the bill
endangers the civil liberties of all
who have the courage to criticize
and oppose the capitalist system
as well as the system of the Sta-
linist advocates of totalitarianism.
And that means that it endangers

the civil liberties of everyone. For .

when those who dare to oppose
the system are silenced, who will
have the courage to raise his voice
against ANY evil in it?

AUGUST 9—As we go to press,
the Mundt-Ferguson bill has been
returned to committee on a motion
by Senator Scott W. Lucas, Demo-
cratic floor leader. At the same
time, President Truman sent to
the Congress a message asking for
legislation which would extend the
statute of limitations in case of
espionage in peacetime, and give
the attorney general powers to ex-
ercise close supervision over de-

portable aliens.

In his message Truman stated:
“Legislation is now pending before
the Congress which is so broad
and vague in its terms as to en-
danger the freedoms of speech,
Eress and assembly protected by
the First Amendment. Some of the
proposed measures would, in ef-
fect, impose severe penalties for
riormal political ' activities on the
part of certain groups, including
Communists and Communist Par-
ty-line followers, This kind of leg-
islation is unnecessary, ineffective
and dangerous....”

“This kind of proposed legisla-
tion is dangerous,” the message
continued, “because in attempting
to proscribe, for groups such as
the Communists, certain activities
that are perfectly proper for ev-
eryone else, such legislation would
spread a legal dragnet sufficiently
broad to permit the prosecution of
people who are entirely innocent
or merely misguided.”

Although the president’'s mes-

'l

sage did not mention the Mundt-

Ferguson bill specifically, it is
plain that. the above remarks
should apply to it. However, that
remains to be seen. As part of the
political maneuvering on the civil-
liberties issue, Senator Mundt has
already stated that he welcomes
Truman’s support, “belated though
it comes.” He stated that the mes-
sage endorses the essence of his
bill.
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Jehovah's Witnesses™ Protest Persecution

NEW YORK, Aug. 6—A vigorous
protest at “mistreatment like that
extended by a police state to its
visitors” was directed by the con-
vention of Jehovah's Witnesses
against the U. S. government’s
persecution of its member who
traveled from countries abroad to
attend its assembly,

This religious movement, which
has rallied a large number of zeal-
ots around the vision of a “theoc-
racy” on earth following “Arma-
geddon,” held its last session today
with 110,000 in and around Yankee
Stadium. On Friday they had
adopted the statement of protest
in which they related:

« . .thousands of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses were detained at ports of
entry. Their visas authorizing en-
iry into this country were stamped
by the officers, shortening the pe-
riod of their stay fo August 15,
1950, in many cases.” Many of
these visitors had booked passage

»
By L. G. SMITH

NEW YORK, Aug. 2—Some 5,000
pecple were denied the constitu-
tional right of free speech and
peaceful assembly by the forceful
action of the New York City police
department here today. The fact
that these people are Stalinists
wito themselves do not believe in
free speech or any other demo-
cratic rights for their opponents
in no way justifies the action of
the New York authorities.

Early this week the “New York
Labor Conference for Peace,” a
Stalinist organization which em-
braces most of the Stalinist front
groups’ and Stalinist-controlled
unions in this-area, applied for a
police permit to hold a *peace”
rally in Union Square. The per-
mit was refused by the police
commissioner on the ground that
such a rally might lead to public
disorder. The Stalinists then
sought a court order to compel
the commissioner to grant the
permit. The order was refused
them this morning. However, be-
fore applying for the court order,
they had insisted that the rally
would be held “regardless,” at 5
o’clock this evening.

By the appointed time thou-
sands of people were walking up

.and down the sidewalks around

Union Square. Some 1,000 city
police, including tens of mounted
cops, were patrolling the area,
and keeping everyone out of the
square itself.

By GORDON HASKELL

Harry Bridges’ bail was revoked
by Federal Judge George B. Harris
on Saturday, August 5, on the
ground that Bridges “is inimical to
the security of the country.”

Bridges, who is international
president of the CIO longshore-
men’'s union, was convicted last
April of perjury when he swore
he had never been a member of
the Communist Party at his natur-
alization hearing in 1945. He has
been out on $25,000 bail since that
time.

The  government instituted ac-
tion to revoke his bail when he
persisted in following the Stalinist
line in opposing American inter-
vention in Korea and demanding
that the United Nations rely on a
cease-fire order to the North
Koreans.

In the hearing before Judge
Harris, however, Bridges stepped
off the Stalinist line in an ex-
change with his lawyer reported
in the daily press. He is reported

_t¢ have said: “I know the Russians

are operating behind the scenes in

Korea. I have no doubt the Rus-

back after that date and others
were planning to attend their
greup’s school here.

“They had their passports lifted
and they were denied the usual
entry privileges,” continues the
statement. “Many were required
to have the society and others put
up bond to guarantee their prompt
leaving the country. Others were
released on parole in the custody
of the society. A number of breth-
1en...were taken to Ellis Island
on arrival at New York and were
detained there in custody of the
government for varying periods of
time.”

DENY PACIFISM

While the Jehovah's Witnesses
had been in hot water with the
government also during the last
war, they pointed out that Wash-
ington's policy was worse today
than then.

“We cannot explain fully to fou
brethren that have suffered from

The crowd kept increasing eon-
stantly. The police placed cordons
across one side street after an-
other to keep people moving in a
general direction away from the
square.

MOUNTIES AT WORK

At about & o'clock, the crowd
which was packed solidly on the
sidewafk on 14th Sireet between
Broadway and University Place set
up a chant: "We want peace;
open up the park. The police cor-
don immediately started to clear
the whole block. Mounted police-
men forced their horses onto the
sidewalk and rode at breakneck
speed through the tightly packed
crowd, amid the shrieks of women
and curses of men.

This procedure was followed
for the next hour on the sidewalks
of ‘all streets between Broadway
and University Place and 14th
Street and 11th Street. Wherever
a crowd gathered, mounted police
rode through them, and foot cops
forced them to move rapidly
along.

The police had obviously been
instructed not to use their clubs,
and most of the foot police were
not equipped with the long riot
sticks. However, individuals who
refused to move along fast
enough or who talked back to the
cops were beaten up. The erowd
was peaceful throughout, and
made no attempt to resist any but
the most brutal shovings and
blows by the police.

Bai

sians are helping arm, and may
be directing, the North Koreans.
1 am against both sides doing it.”

HE'S LED TO BELIEVE

The aspect of the revocation of
Bridges’ bail of main interest to
the labor movement, and to all
Americans concerned with the
preservation of our civil liberties,
is contained in the government’'s
motives as revealed in statements
made by the judge.

The judge did not charge Brid-
ges with any overt act, or even
the proposal of any overt act,
which might hinder or impede the
war in Korea. His statements boil
down to the simple proposition
that since Bridges is pro-Stalinist
he is a danger to the country and
hence may not stay out of jail on
bail.

“I'm led to believe,” said the
judge, “he |Bridges] is probably
one of the most cogent figures in
the Communist Party in America
today. . . . As such his allegiance
cannot be to the United States of
Ameriea. His conduct since the be-

-

ginning of the Korean crisis, and -

these indignities the change of
policy. We have held international
conventions in the United States
before, even during World War IL
Brethren from Canada and Mexico
and other foreign lands attended
those assemblies and were not sub-
jected to such discourtesy and
mistreatment. This was during to-
tal mobilization. But now, without
mobilization, the reason for such
extraordinary measures for the
‘protection of our borders'—the
expression of the authorities—has

not been stated by the officials.

When pressed for a reason for
their arbitrary action they have
stood speechless' and without ex-
planation.”

The statement denied that the
movement believed in pacifism,
this being the official ground for
the government’s mistreatment, It
even stated that the sect had no
objection to the government direc-
tive “to restrict and curtail visits
by foreigners who were exireme

Y. Cops Bust Up (P Rally

The plainclothesmen distin-
guished themselves by shoving
and striking those who did not
move fast enough to suit them;
and to this observer it seemed
that they picked out Negroes in
the crowd for their special at-
tention.

TWO EXCUSES

By 7 o'clock, these tactics had
succeeded in dispersing most of
the crowd in the area. However,
two hardy Stalinist had climbed
to the top of lamp posts on Broad-
way and 13th Street, and it took
one of the fire department’s lad-
der trucks to dislodge them, while
the police tried to keep the curi-
ous. ecrowd as far away as pos-
sible.

What excuse is there for the
refusal of the police o grant a
permit for this Stalinist rally, and
for their action in dispersing a
crowd which at no time showed
an inclination to do anything but
walk up and down the sidewalks
and shout slogans.

There is a growing tendency in
the country today to condone any
and -all violations of the civil lib-
erties of Stalinists on two
grounds: (1) They form a con-
spiratorial organization on be-
half of Russia. (2) They are ene-
‘mies of democracy and civil liber-
ties; and should be suppressed
wherever possible. At least these
are the two reasons given by lib-
erals and others who today show
an increasing inclination to join

'Revoked on

his remarks at this proceeding, are
of such a nature as to justify this
court in concluding that his loyal-
ty and allegiance are and must be
with the Communists.”

One of the major points made
by the judge was that Bridges had
failed to disavow the Stalinist-
dominated World Federation of
Trade Unions. He read what he
called a July 12 resolution of the
federation urging all its affiliates
to do all possible to hinder the war
effort in Korea, He added, “I say
adherence to the program of the
WFTU as delineated in .the pro-
gram just read is traitorous.”

If the reasoning of this judge
were to become the basis of legal
zction by the government on a
wide scale, it is clear that the hold-
ing ‘or advocacy of any opinions
critical of the government's Ko-
rean venture or in opposition to it
would become a criminal offense.
It would not be necessary to prove
that the critic had done anything
te implement his criticism, or
planned to do so but simply that
he belonged to an organization
which is eritical.

pacifists, communists and subver-
sive persons.” In denying pacifism,
it explained that “we maintain
strict’ neutrality ... unspotted from
the world....” But the members
of Jehovah's Witnesses claim ex-
emption from the draft on the
ground that each is a minister, and
have run afoul the government in
the past by refusing to recognize
government obligations which vio-
late their consciences.

CONTRAST 'WITH NAZIS

The JW statement also made a
telling comparison between the
attitude shown to its German vis-
itors and to “certain Nazi sympa-
thizers on their wvisits to this
land” since the war. Among the
latter it named Martin Niemoel-
ler, a Lutheran pastor, as a “Nazi
sympathizer” during the war and
a U-boat commander, and the Ro-
man Catholic Cardinal Preysing,
as a “collaborator with Hitler.” It
"contrasted the treatment shown

the conservatives in the campaign
against the civil liberties of the
Stalinists.

Both of the above statements
are accurate descriptions of as-
pects of the Stalinist movement.
Yet neither of them justify the
abrogation of the civil liberties of
the Stalinists of which this police
action is an example.

With regard to the first point:
It is true that the CP is a fertile
field for the recruitment of Rus-
sian spies and saboteurs. But this
is an activity of selected individ-
vals reeruited from the Stalinist
movement. It has no relation to
the holding of public meetings or
the other normal political activi-
ties. carried on by the vast major-
ity of Stalinists. Surely no one
will claim that a demonstration
in Union Square over the spuri-
cus Stalinist “peace” campaign is
a likely place for espionage activ-
ity or for the recruitment of
spies.

AID TO CP LINE

With regard to the second
point: It is true that the CP does
not believe in civil liberties for
jts opponents in the United
States, and that it suppresses all
such activity where it has the
power to do so with much greater
ruthlessness and brutality than
that shown by the New York po-
lice force. That is an argument
which must be used to combat the
CP, to brand it an anti-demio-
cratic,. anti-labor movement, to

The fact that Bridges has fol-
lowed the Stalinist line has been
well known for years. For a long
time - members of the union who
dared to oppose him on grounds of
his Stalinism were pilloried in the
union, and got no support from the
leadership of the CIO which 1is
now proceeding with administra-
tive measures against the Stalin-
ists. A powerful sentiment has now
grown up in the union against
Bridges and the clique which runs
the union with him.

LEAVE IT TO THE UNION

If the matter were left to the
membership, where it properly be-
longs, it is quite likely that in a
short while they would remove the
Stalinists from control of the un-
ion and Bridges with them. In fact,
the sentiment is now so strong that
it seems Bridges has not even
dreamed of trying to get the union
to take any action along the lines
of the WFTU resolution read by
the judge.

But the government seems de-
termined to take the matter out of
the hands of the union member-

the JW German representative,
who had spent 12 years in a Nazi
concentration camp, and (perhaps
with a trace of satire) quoted Tru-
man's speech of July 22 about “the
spirit of the Sermon on the
Mount.”

The Witnesses’ statement could
not “explain’ fully” the harsher
policy against civil liberties being
followed by Truman's administra-
tion now than in the days of total
war, but it is clear from all that
has been happening that the gov-
ernment, faced with the opposi-
tion of Russian totalitarianism and
its Stalinist agents, is far more
jittery and nervous and is play-
ing with the idea that it too must
throw democratic rights overboard
to strip for war. The fact that the
Jehovah's Witnesses are not even
remotely tainted by Stalinism,
but only by its own peculiar kind
of  religious utopianism, undér-
lines the®indiscriminateness of the
measures being adopted.

in Union Square

econvince. all sincere people who
may be attracted by its demagogy
that they should have nothing to
do with it.

But it is not an argument for
doing to the Stalinists what they
would like to do to others.

It should be clear that the New
York police action had only one
motive.. They wished to prevent a
large political demonstration
which would be used by the Stal-
inist press throughout the world
to “prove” to their followers that
in the United States there is a
large movement opposed to the
war in Korea.

Yet, as is usually the case with
the “practical” policy of fighting
Stalinism with force instead of
with the power of a superior pro-
eram, this action will prove ten
times as valuable to the Stalin-
ists as a peaceful demonstration.

Now theé Stalinist press through-
out the world will be flooded with

' pictures of mounted policemen rid-

ing down o peaceful crowd, tear~
ing up paper signs which advo-
cate peace and oppose the H-
bomb, and beating ‘up civilians.
This will be twice as valuable as
Maliks fulminations in the United
Nations.

The suppression of the civil
liberties of the Stalinists cannot
serve democracy. It can only be
a step in the suppression of de-
moeracy for all dissidents in
Ametica, and an aid te the world
movement of totalitarian Stalin-
ism., :

| S. Request

ship. Whether or not ils present
action against Bridges will actual-
1y result in some hostile unionists
being won to his support on the
grounds that. the government is
making a martyr of him remains
to be seen, But be that as it may,
the reasons given for the revoca-
tion of his bail are another plank
in the scafolding of a structure
which rises as a potential threat
to the civil liberties of all of us.
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The
ISL Program

- in Brief

The -Independent Socialist League
stands - for - socialist democracy and
" against the two systems of exploita-
- tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other

- deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
" be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own

and control the basic sectors of the

economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. lis
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people. .

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join fogether with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mecracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Gef

acquainted

with the

In dent
Socialist League—
4 Court Square

Long Island City 1

New York Ne

0 I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

0O 1 wont to join the ISL.

State ... €
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Bank of America Thumbs Its Nose at Court

You’d see headlines if two big labor unions did it. But
this is a report on the recent doings of two big corporations.

The Louisville Gas & Electric Company asked the Ken-
tucky Public Service Commission to allow a boost in gas
rates. The commission said no. The company then defiantly
announced it would raise its gas rates anyway.

The Federal Reserve Bank is prosecuting the Bank of
America, biggest bank in the world, on charges that it is
monopolizing banking in Far Western states by taking over
independent banks and making them branches. In the midst
of these proceedings, this huge banking system headed by
Giannini moved to take over 22 more banks. The Federal
Reserve Board protested and a federal circuit court ordered
Giannini to stop the deal.

The Bank of America took over the banks anyway. The
judge gave Giannini 30 days to undo the deal or face jail for
contempt of court. Giannini ran to Washington and asked
Supreme Court Justice Burton to stay the circuit court de-
cision. Burton held a hearing and said no.

But at last reports the big Giannini system is still hold-
ing on to'the 22 banks, :

The Profit Record May Be Beaten

_ The current price bhoosts are taking place in the face of record-
breaking profits.

The Wall Street Journal has been filling pages of recent issues
with figures on increased profits, as the corporations report on their
operations for the first six months of 1950. As July ended, the Journal
came up with the announcement that corporation profits in the three
months of April, May and June exceeded profits for the same months
last year by 46.5 per cent.

The profit leader is none other than General Motors, which made
headlines last January when it reported the largest profits ever made
in a single year, $656 million for 1949. It looks as if that will be beat-
en! In six months of 1950, GM has already piled up profits of $485
millions.

U. 8. Steel made $119 million in the first half of 1950, compared
with 894 million in the same period of 1949, The DuPont chemical com-
pany came through with $122 million as compared with $86 million;
Standard Brands (food) $4.8 million, from $3.7 million; Y. S. Rubber
$10.3 million, from $6.6 million. : .

Which explains why there will be a ferocious battle to block an
excess-profits tax on the 1950 take. "

Senators George (Dem.), Byrd (Dem.) and Brewster (Rep.) have
already set themselves up in Congress as the front-line defense against
any such profanation of the private-profit system.

The railroads are also sharing in the bonanza. In June, 1949, the
New York Central cleared only $93,240 but in June of this year it got
$3.6 million. The Pennsylvania Railroad showed a loss last June—
this June $5.2 million profit.

Meanwhile at the New York State Federation of Labor convention,
AFL Secretary-Treasurer Meany stated that as in the last war, organ-
ized labor “will give a no-strike pledge when the time comes.” But,
he asked: “How about a no-profiteering pledge by the National Asso-
ciatiofl of Manufacturers and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce?”

Meany knows the answer to that one, even if it did reportedly
bring down the house. The AFL leaders may have to whip the boys
off the picket line but the profiteers will go marching on.
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Nikoloric. (American Scholar, Summer 1950}

The entirety of this excellent and informa-
tive article might well be reprinted, as a picture
of how the loyalty purge program works. It
gains added weight from the fact-that the au-
thor is a Washington attorney with the well-
known firm of Arnold, Fortas & Porter. With-
out doing justice to it, we present only a small
section.

Nikolorie is pointing out that the loyalty
boards’ hunt for the “potentially disloyal” inev-
itably leads them to persecute any dissenting
opinion.

“Hence, to find a potentially disloyal Amer-
ican, find a man who expresses dissatisfaction
with the established order of things-—a man
who believes in racial equality, socialized medi-
cine, labor unions, equalization of economic op-
portunity, or increased government activity in
econontie affairs—particularly if the believer is
not of Anglo-American stock. These things are
‘left-wing’; so is communism. A fortiori, a man
who believes in them may become in the future
a Communist agent.”

As one of his illustrations, he cites the fol-
lowing excerpts from transcripts of various loy-

alty boards.
L ]

1. Q—Was your father native born?

A—Yes.

Q—How about his father?

A—Yes.

Q—Your mother, was she native horn?
A—Yes.

Q—How about her parents?

A—Yes.

2. Q—Have you ever had Negroes in your
home?

THE GOVYERNMENT LOYALTY PROGRAM, by L. A. .

‘a colored man in other years.
sfonal or clerical?

you are in isympathy with the underprivileged.
Is this true?- -
6. Q—Did‘g“-.you see X soliciting funds for
strikers? ¢

‘B, Q——TB?' is a suspicion in the record that

7. Q—In your recollection do you recall ever
discussing topic which might be sympathetic
to Communist doctrine?

A—Yes!

Q—Would you care to state what it was and

who it was made to?
A—I have been sick for years, and so I have

discussed at -they call nationalized medicine.

8. Q—Didiyou ever hear any political discus-
sions at X’s home? :

9. Q—Didiyou ever attend any political forums
at X’s home?
10. Q:A@yop_x_;friends and associates intelli-
gent, clever? <
11. Q—When did you become a member of the
Communist Party?

Q—If you are, as you say, a loyal American,
why do you persist in denyihg that you were a
member of the Communist Party?

: i3 - g
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“In fairmess,” concludes Nikoloric, “it must
be stated that these questions are taken out of
context. This does not, however, disprove the
obvious intérest-of the board in these matters.
In every hearing I have attended, these or simi-
lar questions have been asked. These questions
are not unusual or the exception; they are rou-
tine....”

British Trade-Union Leudership‘f Ecses-ﬂp;‘énﬂ-que-Freeme Policy -

the branch resolutions pouring in to the head offices
of trage-mjionsgand by the decisions by national
conferences of a number of unions reversing the
vote in faver of wage restraint given by their exec-
utives in January.-

Pressure from. below has forced the leadership
of the British trade unions to ease up on the wage-
freeze which it and the Labor Party government
has been imposing on the unions. The General Coun-
cil of the Trade Union Congress adopted the freeze
formula in November, 1949, and it was endorsed by
a small majority at a special conference of execu-
tives of affiliated unions in January, 1950.

At its June 28 meeting the General Council is-
sued a statement yielding significant ground. The
following comment. is from the London Socialist
Leader.

L ]

By WILFRED WIGHAM

The General Council, in a curiously frank cir-
cular, virtually admits that its advice then was
foolish, and makes the face-saving claim that “the
rigidity of the policy formulated under the shadow
of devalution was a short-term policy.” The state-
ment goes on:

“Tt is already clear thatf in the view of several of
of our affiliated organizations the freedom of col-
lective bargaining, which was our first: condition,
has been affected to some extent because certain
employers have used the policy enunciated as a rea-
son for refusing to consider the merits of claims
submitted through the normal processes of collec-
tive bargaining.”

Many rank-and-file frade unionists could have—
and did—told. the General Council last November
that “certain employers” would make use of the
General Council’'s kind advice for their own pur-
poses of a bigger share for profits and a smaller
share for wages.

The June 28th statement reveals also that the
General Council has found out that workers like to
preserve -what living standards they have been able
to win in the past.

“There are, moreover, iwo developments which
make impracticable a scheme of rigorous control
operating generally on wage rates between the cost
of living figures of 106 and 118, quite apart from the
difficulties on unions with sliding scale agreements.
In the first place, although the cost of living figure
has risen much more slowly than many people an-
ticipated, there arises quite naturally a desire to
preserve living standards.” -

The General Council makes the government
share in its face-saving: “In addition, the relaxation
of rationing and controls of various commodities
has given an impression that we are rapidly ¢limb-
ing out of our difficulties and that the need for re-
straint no longer exists:”

It is not unreasonable to conclude that the change
of attitude by the General Council has been forced
on it by the workers whom it is supposed to repre-
sent in an advisory capacity: by the unofficial strikes,

‘Daily Herak

The detérmined stand taken by some of those
unions which have sliding scale agreements (in
which wage rates rise or fall with the official cost-
of-living index figure) against the amazing sugges-
tion that-they should abrogate those agreements—
a stand also recognized in the General Council’s re-
cent statement—was also a contributing factor to
the ending ebf the “rigorous restraint” policy.

The General Council still urges ‘reasonable re-
straint in all' personal clpims on production.”” Em-
ployers, both private and state, will continue to
make use of this advice. They have, however, never
abandoned in practice their imposition of rigorous
restraint on: wages, and in some cases this has been
backed by arbitration tribunals.

This has been exemplified in the past two weeks
by the natienalized boards of two great industries
—the railwg’ys and coalmining.
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IN THE MINES

The Coal Board greeted the annual conference
of the Mationsd Union of Miners on July 3 with a
rejection- of the union’s claim for more pay for
lower-paid workers. The NUM Executive had at the
last moment reduced the original demand for an
increase of‘2s 6d a shift to 2s. The increase is esti-
mated to.cost 10 to 12 million pounds, and would
affeet 400,000 day wage miners. Basic pay for miners
in the pit is five pounds 15s, and on the surface five
pounds. ' - :

The conference by an overwhelming majority on
July 4 passed a resolution declaring that lower-paid
workers' earnings were insufficient for a reasonable
standard’ of life and that there should be immediate
steps to_inecrease them.

The Coal Board has consistently refused to revise
the cost-of-living bonus since the introduction of the
new cost-ofsliving index in June, 1947,

7 Immedia@'_ely the rejection became known, hur-
ried pit-hegd meetings were called in some coal-
fields and 6,000 miners in Lanarkshire went on strike
on July 3.7Over 10,000 were out in Scotland next
day. By July 5 there were 14,695 men out from 57
pits in Sc%nd and®1,000 in Wales. On July 12 the

3 reported -17,000 on strike in Scotland
and that most of them had voted against “back-to-
work” calls by union leaders.

The card has not given up the rigorous
restraint pelicy—for the workers, that is; the mem-
bers of theiboard are not in a similar financial situa-
tion; in- their case restraint has never been exercised.

THE PRO-TITOISM OF THE SOCIALIST LEFT—3

A ‘New Road to Socialism’—via the CP

By HAL DRAPER

What follows from the pro-Titoism we are discussing?

The two groups in the Fourth International Trotskyist
leadership (discussed last week) exhibit an answer to the
question. The insoluble dilemma which they face also ap-
plies to any of the pro-Titoists outside their group, to the
degree that the latter have tried to think the_ question
through. .

The swamp into which the Pablo group among the Fourth Inter-
national leaders is driven is the theory of the “bureaucratic socialist
revolution.” .

In the last ten years we have written often enough about the offi-
cial Trotskyists’ theory of Russia as a degenerated workers’ state.
We showed, above all, that this theory amounts to automatically equat-
ing “workers’ state” with complete statification of the means of pro-
duction; that this crude formula (statification, of nationalization,
equals workers’ state), with all of its sterility and theoretical empti-
ness, is the actual content of their position,

Our discreet opponents never actually embraced this formula in so
many words. Pushed into a corner, they sometimes even denied it,
while still repeating its essence. The rise of the East Europe satellites
of Russia made this equivocation impossible. Hence the present divi-
sion in their ranks.

What distinguishes the position of the Pablo group is, first, its un-
reserved adoption of this blown-in-the-bottle formula. s declaration
on the subject is stark, crude, mechanical, unsubtle and four-square.

Here is Pablo’s. His theme is “the assimilation of the buffer zone
[East Europe] to the USSR"—i.e., its social identity with Russia—
i.e.,, why these countries are, or are becoming, workers’ states also.
He vigorously asserts that—

“for those who agree that the assimilation of the buffer zone
to the USSR is possible BY MEANS OF ‘STALINIST ACTION’
(THAT IS, MILITARY - BUREAUCRATIC ACTION)...the
fundamental criterion which will express this assimilation must
be the thoroughgoing transformation of the property relations in
the buffer zone, the effective statization of all the means of pro-
duction, transport and exchange.

“Property relations definitively characterize every SOCIAL
REVOLUTION...and it is possible, necessary AND SUFFI-
CIENT, in taking this criterion as a point of departure, to define
the class nature of a given society.” [My emphasis in capitals,
Pablo’s in italics. SWP Bulletin, May 1950, page 11. Lots more of
same in following pages.]
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No one could pessibly write a clearer statement of the theory of
a military-bureaucratic road to social revolution—to workers’ states,
specifically, in this case.

How to Spot a "Workers' State"

It follows that this is indeed the road to workers’ states traveled
by the Russian satellites. Pablo is nowise reluctant to say so. If there
is still a question mark, we will see where it lies:

“This ecriterion, and this eriterion ALONE, can guide us in
resolving the question of the class nature of the buffer zone. For,
in these countries, where the regime is NOT THE PRODUCT OF
A GENUINE REVOLUTION and whose state apparatus is dom-
inated by the Stalinist bureaucracy, thoroughgoing social trans-
formations will only become definitively clear on the plane of
property relations.

“Has this stage been reached already by all the buffer coun-
tries? I repeat that a study of the buffer zone, undertaken from
this point of view, must be concrete for each country, since consid-
erable differences still exist among them and since, on the other
hand, STATISTICAL DATA are lacking for a categoric assertion
on each case.”

Hence follows the need of “our research on the class nature of the
buffer countries.” )

It is related that in 1852 a clerk in the office of the India Trigo-
nometrical Survey looked up excitedly from a page of figures and
cried to his superior, “Sir, I have discovered the highest mountain

in the world!” A check of the surveyors’ observations proved that the.

summit listed as Peak XV was indeed the highest, and it was baptized
Mt. Everest. - -

Any day now a clerk in the office of the Fourth International will
look up from the latest tables of statistical data and cry, “Comrade
Pablo, the social revolution has just taken place in Czechoslo-
vakia!” It will be the first revolution in the history of the world to be*
discerned through a slide rule, :

Rationale for Stalinist Expansion

Thus Czechoslovakia (and so on) will be baptized “workers’
states.” Thus the Pablo group discovers the military-bureaucratic road
to socialism. -

To sociglism? So far Pable has only raised the satellites to the
status of workers’ states (deformed). But this bureauecratic social
revolution of his also opens a road to socialism for him:

“Experience has shown in the case of Yugoslavia that, first
of all, certain Communist Parties, in a favorable conjuncture,
when they are linked with a real revolutionary movement of the
masses, can detach themselves from the yoke of the Kremlin and
begin to act on their own. Consequently, to regard every victory
achieved by a Communist Party as synonymous with a victory of
Stalinism, that is, a victory of the Soviet bureaucracy, is an ab-
surd generalization, a mistake. ;

j"I‘he case of Yugoslavia is of enormous theoretical importance,
‘as it ‘relate moreover, to an understanding of Stalinism, to the
meaning of its expansion, as well as to the revolutionary perspec-
tives that flow from this expansion.”

What is the meaning of this? In one sense, it is certainly true that

the expans:ion of Stalinism raises new revolutionary potentialities, The

more any imperialist oppressor extends itself over the world, the more

it sharpens its own contradictions, evokes resistance, and thins out

the power it has available for repression. So it was for the Caesars,

f;r gitlser, for the British Empire, and this is now being learned by
e U. S.

But this is not what Pablo has in mind. “The case of Yugoslavia”
shows that (for him) the revolutionary meaning of Stalinist expan-
sion lies in the revolutionization of the Stalinist parties themselves, To
underline this, Pablo immediately refers to China,

The “expansion of Stalinism” is a world (bureaucratic) revolu-
tion, and this opens a road to socialism—"a transformation which is
being realized in a fashion far more complex, more tortuous and richer
in historical combinations than our teachers thought it would be.”

Tortuous is an understatement.

But we must not leave a false impression of Pablo’s new line. Sta-
linist expansion opens ¢ road to socialism for him, truly, but—perhaps
you have forgotten—he. is a “Trotskyist.” It is not the road, not the
one-he prefers. He guards against slanderous misinterpretation by
making clear that “Stalinism, judged by its over-all action, remains
a definitively counter-revolutionary force.” For three reasons (our
emphasis) :

(1) “Because in the capitalist countries it does not fight conscious-
ly for the proletarian revolution” but uses labor to pressure the bhour-
geoisie for the Kremlin,

(2) Because “in the USSR the bureaucracy is obstacle No. 1”7 to

free socialist development of the country.
. (3) “Because in all the buffer countries the destruction of capital-
ism is achieved under conditions which impose upon the masses his-
torically unnecessary suffering and useless burdens,” alienating the
masses and obstructing free socialist development. ’

This may sufficiently explain why Pablo elects te remain with his
Fourth International instead of joining the movement which is actually
manufacturing “"workers’ states."” But it can hardly explain why he ex-
pects many workers fo do likewise,

Were They Right?

His reason (2) applies only to Russia. We are concerned with a
worker in a capitalist country—say, France or Spain—who, like Pa-~
blo, sees the Stalinists making “revolutions” and “workers’ states” by
the dozen.

(1) The Stalinists do not fight consciously for the proletarian rev-
olution? Leave aside for the moment the natural response “So what?”
Personally I would be willing to join a party which is fighting for the
revolution unconsciously or implicitly in fact, especially when I learn
that in a whole series of countries they have in fact established work-
ers’ states.

But whether the Stalinist leaders are consciously fighting for pro-
letarian revolution or consciously fighting only for the Kremlin, they
have always claimed that the two come to the same thing in the long
run, that the latter leads to the former. More important, their mili-
tants did not need Pablo to confirm their belief in this claim. For CP
militants really and consciously believe that they are fighting for the
revolution in their own way.

Vivid to mind are my many discussions with Stalinist rank-and-
_l:ilers in which I have critigized this or that counter-revolutionary pol-
icy of the CP, only to be told, with outmost sincerity, in effect: “Don’t
worry, these are only temporary tactics; we’ve still got the revolution
up our sleeve all the time; comes the right moment [a favorable con-
juncture, in Pablo’s language] we will haul it out. This is just a more
indirect [tortuous] road we are following, but all the more effective.”

It turns out, according to Pablo, that they were right all along.

(3) But their road means “historically unnecessary suffering”?—
Who is to say what is historically necessary, if not History? And
what has History said on the subject? It has said that their“Stalinist
road has led to workers’ states, while Pablo’s has as yet led nowhere,

What a Stalinist Militant Could Say

"In which party do you belong: in the party which didn't even know
a social revolution was going on, #ill now, or in the party which was
making that revolution? : y

"What good did the Yugoeslav Trotskyites do, for example, with their
‘dogmatism’ and ’sectarianism’ and ’'pure revolutionary  principles'?
They. managed only o get themselves machine-gunned, and how can you
makeé a revolution in that condition?

"And who put them out of the way, lest they misqguidedly interfere

" with the REAL business of making a revolution? The man who you Trei-

skyifes, yourselves, say is the hope of the world today, Tito. Perhaps
Tito was over-hasty and harsh in his zeal, but you can't make an omeletfe
without breaking eggs. 5

"If those Yugoslav Trohl:yisis‘ﬂqd been good Stalinists instead, they .
would now be in the great Communist Party of Yugoslavio, instead zob:
elsewhere, with something to say about things. And suppese your hope
of the world had not been so harsh and had charitably let them live 4o
mouth their revolutiomary phrases on the ocufside, they would sfill be on
the outside today while the CP runs things,

"Wouldn’t it have been better to get in on the: ground floor?”

And so this Stalinist militant stays in the CP, in spite of Titoism
or through hope of Titoism or any combination thereof. And perhaps
we are close to one of the reasons why Titoism has made no apprecia-
ble inroad on the worker-militants of the Communist Party even in
France.

]

The thgqry .of the “bureaucratic road to socialism,” explicit in
Pablo and implicit in any pro-Titoist position, reaches into the innex-
most vitals of every Marxist idea. If they are right, throw the bhooks
(_:-ut.! :I'o be sure, this is no argument against pro-Titoism: maybe Marx-
ism is all wrong...we must be free of all preconceived mnotions...
ete. But we do not believe they are right. And before any Marxist takes
steps on the Pablo road, as so many European independent Marxists
are doing, they should at least cast a look ahead into the dark,

* [Next week: the other swamp in the Fourth Infernational)
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LABOR ACTION

East German Stalinism:

~ The Ruling State Party of the Russian Zone

By EUGENE KELLER

As indicatéd. in my article on Eastern Germany. in
last week’s LABOR ACTION, the Socialist Unity Party
(SEBY) it the-Rissian Zone ‘has been, over the past year
or so, transformed into what its Stalinist leaders call a
“party of the new type.” This has meant tlie elimination,
physically or ideologically or both, of the Social-Demo-
crats with. whom the Communist Party had merged in
1946 ‘to form the SED; the strict enforcement Bf party
discipline by means of control commissions whose chief
task s t5 stamp out “Titoism”; and the encouragement
of “new cadres” which have had no previous affiliations
with either the Social-Democrats or the CP.

Hence not only the party's organizational structure
but the cliaracter of its membership has been and is chang-
ing.

These new cadres must not be regarded as merely
pliable t6 the wishes of the party leadership. The youth
of the Russian Zone, having grown to consciousness dur-
ing the depth of the depression, the years of fascism and
war or the chaotic post-war period, is little-éncumbered
by traditions, these having been indiscriminately de-
stroyed. It has, furthermore, been impressed by the rela-
tive social mobility in the Russian sector, by possibilities
of advancement in the statified economy, the new army,
trade unions and party hierarchies, etc., as well as those
opened- up by collaborating with a vast, powerful and
apparently growing country.

To such youth (and we mean persons up to 35 years
old) political .problems mean little, if anything; and they
must regard the SED as an indispensable means to, as
well as safeguard of, their collective advancement. The
term “collective” is used advisedly; for the coming to
the fore of “néw cadres” in the SED must certainly not
be disseciated from a certain idealism.

The youth of the Eastern zone are organized (offi-
cially up to.the age of 25, but its leaders are propably
older) in the “Free German Youth” (Freie Deutsche Ju-
gend—FDJ). We need hot dwell on its totalitarian char-
acter and its close association with the SED—they are
well known. It “collaborates” with the educational sys-
tem; sport clubs, trade unions, ete., and extends all the
advantages to its membership which a- state-sponsored
organizatien usually finds no difficulty in doing.

The Stalinist Youth

We need only recall similar organizations of the past,
such as the Italian Balilla or the German Hitler Jugend,
to see that there is mot only no opposition to ot skeptical
discussion of the professed aims of the “movement”; but
that there is little general resistance to joining it on the
part of young people, that the latter are easily taken in
by the spirit of comradeship and high collective morality
which are fostered in it. This is so especially since these
values cannot often be experienced at home or in the shop
or office.

It can be.assumed that for similar.reasons the FDJ
has.little difficulty in recruiting members. It claims 1.9
million.. The Office of Political Affairs of the U. S. high
commissioner believes that no more than 5 per cent of
these are convinced and ambitious Stalinists, Even if
this figure were correct (there is no way of telling, of
course) it would merely mean that the secondary and
tertiary leadership, in addition to the top, rests with
fairly reliable elements.

The power which the FDJ exercises over youth was
evideneed most unmistakably at the much-vaunted Whit-
suntide:parades-and rallies last May. The very effect of
efficiently’ organized affairs of this type, combined- with
political  slegans' (“Unity” and “Peace™) which are not
deprived: bf-their effectiveness because they are propa-
gated by .Stalinists, serves to emhance the cohesiveness
of the participants, makes them meére ready to aceept-the
cause, rather than awakening any spirit of opposition or
revolt against regimentation.

While the American press stressed the compuisory as-
pects of the railies, etc., and alleged that Eastern zome
youths were favorably impressed with the display of con-
sumers' goods in West Berlin (goeds which no West Berlin
worker could afford, however), the German press was not
quite so sanguine, The Muenchner Sueddeutsche Zeitung
wrote: "Even Western observers admit that the parade
was a memorable experience...and disturbing because
the youthful marchers had a strong sense of fulfiliment.""

And the Muenchner Kurier: “The Allied commanders
who cruised -above the Friedrichstrasse in a helicoptér
could see with their ewn eyes . . . that a very large pro-
portion of the marchers were clearly under no compul-
sion and were fanatieally convineed of the truth of their
slogans. The free world should reflect that it must give
youth new ideals if it wants to lead them along the right
path.” Carolus, a liberal German correspondent, who
quotes these excerpts among others in his artiele in The
Nation. (June 24); confirms these views by his own ob-
servations; he is assuredly not a Stalinist.

Can They Be Tied to Moscow?

) The eventual success of the FDJ, however, is far more
limited than was that of the Hitler Youth. The analogy
between the two must not be overdrawn. Germuan fascism,..
after all; was able to identify itséif with Gérmany as a
nation betause it was a product of -native social forces
which gained the upper hand. Not so with.German Stalin-.
ism. It is bound ever more tightly to Russian policy; and
the dangers of German "Titoism,” which already is disin-
tegrating the West German CP, are too potent for the
Russians to allow.the East Germans anything more than
an appointed regime-of lackeys. -

What hold the Stalinists-have upon the East German
youth. cannot.be-but.partial and temporary; the prospect

of a Russian master race holds as little appeal to a Ger-
man as that of a German master race held for a Rus-
sian. Meanwhile, however, we must not lose sight of the
formation of “new cadres,” based largely on the youth
as wel as on sectors of the workers, peasants, ete. (see
below) which are crystallizing into a new social class.

The SED today claims a -membership of 1.8 million
among a population of about 17 million and an electorate
of approximately 10 million. Its composition is as fol-
lows (from Neuer Weg, No. 8, 1950, published by the
executive committee of the SED):

Industrial and agrieultural workers.... 46.0%
Employees (office, civil service, ete.) .. 21.4

Peasants .....eiiienninssneinnisnsiesi. 6.0
Artisans ....... 6.7
Intelligentsia ........cccoc... . 4.3
Housewives. and others .........ccevvieenns 15.6 -

In 1928, a year of peak strength of the German CP.
among the industrial workers (but not of total member-
ship), the CP’s composition was as follows (nationally) :

Skilled workers
Unskilled workers ...
Agricultural workers ........coveviriieiinennnns
Artisans and office employees ......coour.... 11.3

Sixty-three and a third per cent of its members were
employed in industry. Its total membership in 1928 was
130,000, nationally. It never exceeded 380,000 members,
this figure having been reached in 1922,

"Party of a New Type"

Due to the large agricultural sector in the East Ger-
man economy, no close correlation between the composi-
tion of the old CP and the present SED can be estab-
lished. The thoroughgoing agricultural reforms of 1945-
46 have created a certain base for the SED among the
peasants and land laborers; the party claims that a total
average of 31 per cent of its membership is ofganized in
rural units. Not all of these are agricultural laborers;
the figure prebably includes peasants, housewives, etc.
However, it seems safe to assume that the industrial
workers do not constitute more than 25 per cent of the
party’s membership. This would give the SED 400,000
worker-members, a figure probably too high rather than
too low. )

What percentage these 400,000 constitute of the total
industrial working class, we do not know. However, the
aboveé figures clearly show that the SED bears no resem-
biance to the old German CP. H does not "base" itself on
any particular class; rather it is the Stalinist state's organ-
izational means to consolidate its rule (that is, chiefly its
ideological rule) over all elements of society. Like the
Naii party or the Russian CP, the SED cannot be thought
of us existing apart from the state apparatus.

Naturally, the party leadership is concerned always
to “improve” what it calls the party’s “social composi-
tion.” But the meaning of this térm does not refer to

working class elements which the party should strive to .

attract; rather, according to Walter Ulbricht, the secre-
tary-general of the SED, it means that “activists” should
be brought into the .party’s ranks.

The “activists” are the pace setters of production in
the factories, the offices, on the farms, ete. As in Russia
and other satellite -countries, they enjoy various privi-
leges, tending to form a privileged social element, apart
from. the mass of producers, Their accession to the SED
helps to make it the “party ef a new type,” contributing
to the stability of its cadres.

.
The managerial personnel of the Russian Zone has

been reported to consist to the extent of 47.6 per cent of
former workers; and the proportion of former workers

in the industrial administration is 27.3 per cent. (The
remainder is composed of engineers, former businessmen
and directors, ete.) This may have given the illusion of
social mobility; and it is true that the abolition of elass
restrictions in the secondary school and university sys-
tem has allowed talented workers, who were formerly
barred from. it, to improve their status. But in an ex-
ploitive economy, social mobility can be maintained only
if the economy itself is “mobile;” i.e., expanding.

Now there have been improvements in the East Ger-
man economy over the past years but its basic character
has remained that of a rump economy—deprived of its
customary markets, dependent on the East for the im-
portation of expensive raw materials, heir to backward
and depressed regions in a largely agrieultural settings
its growth has been stunted. In addition, it has been bled
by Russian dismantlings as well as the dealings of the
Russian-run corporations which are said to dominate 20
per cent of the economy.

. - 3 . " -
Two Channels of Resistance L

Under. these conditions a heavy burden rests upon the
workers, made heavier by the deprivaffon of their rights,
They cannot move freely to other jobs nor bargain col-
lectively, their wages being set by the “plan”: they are
subjeect to being drafted to areas of labor scarcity (such
as the notorious uranium mines in the ore mountains)
and have lost their voice in the setting of production
quotas, which are arrived at by Stakhanovite methods.

Their work councils, once genuinely democratic insti=
tutions by which their right to codetermining conditions
of work and speed of production had been assured, have

been abolished, and their functions taken over by the stati- -

fied frade unions. "Interference” with plant management,
which at first they mistakenly believed to be subject fo
their control, has been energetically stopped by the occu-
pation authorities. Need we mention that strikes are ouf-
lawed? The workers can struggle for the correction of
grievances only indirectly; they are surrounded by innu-
merable “control committées" and police spies: and while:
concenfration camps are the most dreaded consequences
of opposition, withdrawal of food cards or of paliry but:

(under the circumstances) important privileges are also

potent threats,

Resistance to the Stalinist regime so far has appar-
ently found two channels, both of which Wilhelm Pieck,
one of the SED’s chairmen, found necessary to mention
in his keynote address to the recent thifd congress of his
party: z

(1) The “Eastern bureau” of the Social-Democratic
Party, which is a system of contaet men and women oxa
ganized in the Eastern zone, whose work seems to céne
sist mainly of propaganda.

(2) The existencer of “Titoist” organizations which
range from actual close affiliates of the Yugofav CP to
the Trotskyists and so-called “Communist opposition”
groups. Their programs are, by and large, hopelessly sec-
tarian and evidence little understanding of the nature
of ‘Stalinism. However, this, under the given circums-

e
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Al (Continued from page 1)
in the case was written by Judge Learned Hand makes the

. decision doubly significant. Not only does it uphold the con-

stitutionality of the insidious and repressive Smith Act, but
the agent of the decision is none other than the judge who,

- for decades, has expressed what is genuinely. liberal and

demecratic in American law.

 During World War I, Judge Hand wrote a classic deci-
sion in the case of Masses Publishing Company v. Patton
in which he enjoined the postmaster general from prohibit-
ing the Masses from the mails. The wording of that deci-
sion, writtéen in 1917, in the midst of an openly repressive
hysteria that has yet to be attained today, is still cited as
one of the noblest expressions of the meaning of free speech
and free press under American law.

It is interesting to cite a passage from that opinion in
light of the deeision of last week:

"Political agitation, by the passions it arouses or the
convictions it engenders, may in fact stimulate men to the
violation of law. Detestation of existing policies is easily
transformed into forcible resistance of authority which puts
them in execution, and it would be folly to disregard the
causal relation between the two. Yet to assimilate agita-
“tion, legitimate as such, with direct incitement to violent
resistance, is to disregard the tolerance of all methods of
political agitation which in normal times is a safequard of
free government. The distinction is not a scholastic subter-
fuge, but a hard-fought acquisition in the fight for free-
dom.”

"Clear and Present" Equals "Probable”

In those days, Hand was almost alone in his struggle.
The above decision was overruled by the higher court, which
stated that “if the natural and reasonable effect of what is
said is to encourage resistance to law, and the words aroused
in an endeavor to persuade to resistance” then the speech is
punishable by law. The Hand of today has joined his over-

© rulers of yesterday. As Learned Hand was a noble expres-

sion of liberalism in American thought, so does his present
decision signify the utter impotence of liberalism to combat
Stalinism with other than totalitarian methods. What is to
be expected from a Tom Clark as the normal expression of
police-state mentality comes from Learned Hand as a meas-
ure of decline of the American tradition.

The decision itself rejects, in effect, the Holmes “clear

L and present danger” doctrine. Like other decisions of the

stances; does not deprive the groups themselves of im-

portance; the impossibility of closing Eastern Germany
tightly off against its Western counterpart, and the ex-
istence of a relatively free political labor movement in
Berlin, gives these groups the chance to become railying
centers of opposition. The Stalinists underséand this
quite well'and do their best to stamp them out.

However, effective resistance to a fotalitarian regirie

must have outside aid and an Tntermational perspecfive. i

In the absence of dynamic demdcratic movements and poli=
cies in the West, resistance in the East cannét But confiie

itséff to the most immediate ond localizéd objectives: The™:

continued political apathy of the masses of Western Eus
rope, even of America, necessarily has a depressing effect:
upon the peoples suffering under the Stalinist heel.
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past year in other courts, respect is paid to the liberal doc-
trine before proceeding to emasculate it by redefinition, a
small tribute the liberal conscience pays to its past.

Thus Judge Hand states that “clear and present danger
depends upon whether the mischief of the repression is
greater than the gravity of the evil, discounted by its im-
prebability.” The notion of “immediacy” is rejected for the
criterion of “probability,” and “clear and present” has come

" to mean present repression of possible future dangers.

This is the old conservative doctrine of “remote bad ten-
dency’” which Hand opposed so vigorously in 1917; but at
that time liberalism had a confidence in its own society and
its own beliefs which has been destroyed by the bewildering

-onslaughts of Stalinism.

What is most striking about the decision is the manner
in which the cold war is brought ¥o bear on the judicial find-
ing. Other judges have placed their decisions on the altar
of the cold war but usually in the most general terms. The
Hand decision goes into the details of the world conflict,
citing such items as the Berlin airlift, and arrives at his con-
clusions by what appears to be a purely political analysis.

Law as Servanf of State

The decision makes clear that as a result of the present
relationship of forces where “any border fray, any diplo-
matic incident...might prove a spark in the tinder-box
and lead to war,” the danger of the CP “conspiracy” to
overthrow the government becomes a “clear and present”
one.

It should be clear that the rule of law follows the stages
of the war. Had the international situation been less tense,
the danger of the conspiratorial revolution (a naive notion
in itself) would presumably not have been so-great and
hence not legally suppressible. :

There is an illuminating lesson here for those who like
to think that the difference between a democracy and a to-
talitarianism is the absolute “rule of law” which prevails
in the former, a law which is sacrosanct and above “men
and politics,” a law that is the unassailable refuge of the
persecuted. The Hand decision clearly shows that in both
democracy and dictatorship, law is subordinate to the needs
of the society’s survival and the amount of liberty any gov-
ernment can afford is in direct relation to its self-confidence
and stability.

It is a mistake to think that the Hand decision is any
less "law" for being so politically motivated: rather does it

expose again the essence of the law. as the servant of the

masters of society. It may be a comfort to some that a Smith
Act is validated by a court of justice, but this makes it no

Couri' Okays Smith Gag Act--

less repressive than a totalitarian edict.

At the moment, the victim of the Smith Aect and the ™

Hand decision is the Communist Party. But neither the act
nor the decision limits itself to the Stalinists.

Judge Hand writes that “literally they [the words of
the act] make criminal the fulminations of a half-crazy
zealot on a soap box, calling for an immediate march on
Washington.” Though Hand seems to indicate that such a
person would not be eriminally liable, the limitation of the
law in this case does not limit it necessarily in others. The
act itself reads that if “the application thereof to any per-
son or circumstances is held invalid...the application...
to other persons or circumstances” should not be effected.

In many ways this is a more repressive interpretation

than if the act were taken literally. For now it is impossible -

. for a person to know whether the act applies to him or not.
It may be ruled invalid in one case, but that is no guarantee
that it will be ruled that way in any other ease.

Inscription on a Sword

In 1919 Ernest Freund, an authority on law, wrote an
article on the case of Eugene Debs which seems to have
been written in reply to Hand’s interpretation: “So long as
we apply the notoriously loose common-law doctrines of
conspiracy and incitement to offenses of a political charac-
ter, we are adrift on a sea of doubt and conjecture. To know
what you may do and what you may not do and how far you
may go in criticism is the first condition of political liberty,
to be permitted to agitate at your own peril, subject to a
jury’s guessing at motive, tendency and possible effect,
'makes the right of free speech a precarious gift.”

The decision opens the door wide to wholesale and indis-
criminate repressions. In relying on the precise wording of
the act to justify his interpretation, Judge Hand refused to
recognize the social reality behind the phrase. In his classic
work on “Freedom of Speech in the U. S.,” Zechariah Chaf-
fee wrote, “the truth is that the precise language of a sedi-
tion law is like the inscription on a sword. What matters is
the existence of the weapon. Once the sword is placed in
the hands of people in power, then whatever it says, they
will be able to reach and slash at almost any unpopular per-
son who is speaking or writing anything that they consider
objectionable criticism of their policies.” That a J udge Hand
helps forge this sword is a measure of the decay of liberal-
ism and a tribute to-the universally insidious ' power of Sta-

Minism, a power which corrupts and debases not only its sup-
porters but its opponents as well.

' .

Back in the Jungle

TAMPA, Fla., Aug. 4 (UP)—The
president of the University of
Tampa, a former army chaplain,
said today that ministers should
tell their congregations that it was
“hetter to be a live sinner than
a dead saint” and should “invite
them to the rifle range” to learn
how to make war.

Dr. Elwood C. Nance said he
kad decided that nothing “except
armed force can stop the Com-
munists from their present at-
tempt to dominate the world.”

*“1 believe that we should have
total preparedness based on the
laws of the jungle, that everyone
should ITearn every art and science
of killing,” he said.

“I personally do not think that
war should be restricted to armies,
navies and air forces or that there
should be any restrictions as to
methods or weapons of destruc-
tion. I would approve hacteriologi-
cal warfare, gas, atom and/or hy-
dirogen bombs, inter - continental
1ockets, and so forth.

“I would not ask for mercy hos-
pitals, churches. educational insti-
tutions or any special groups. War
is contrary to everything for
which religion and ecivilization
stand and it would be sheer hypoc-
risy to offer mercy to any particu-
lar group.”

Truth

“ Dean “of  Canferbury Hewlett
Johnson is the notorious front for
the Stalinists who has been lately
jogging around Europe putting his
stamp of approval on the Russian
satellite regimes,

At a conference which he at-
tended at Kromeriz, Czechoslo-
vakia, he finally let the truth slip
cut.

“When I.am back in England to
tell the people about Czechoslova-
kia,” he said, “everything I-have
seen and experienced here will ap-
pear to me as a beautiful dream.”
No o\ ]

R
From Belgium:

[The following Iletter from a
friend in Belgium is dated August
1 and was mailed at the time when
the anti-Leopold strikes were at
their highest point, before the set-
tlement.—Ed.]

To the Editor:

When I arrived in Belgium on
the Monday after the king's re-
turn everything was quiet. Busi-
ness as usual and carnivals going
full blast in every village and in
Brussels too. I had the impression
that the king and his reactionary
advisers of the Christian Social
Party had calculated very well,
that all of the big revolutionary
talk of the anti-Leopold Socialists
was just so much bluff.

This impression was further con-
firmed as I examined the remain-
ing evidence of months of politi-
cal fanfare still posted and painted

all over these brick walls (which

surround everything in Europe).
The anti-Leopold (Socialist and
Liberal) slogans were in no case
anti-monarchist. The huge demon-
stration of July 8 when tens of
thousands of workers converged
on Brussels, was, officially at least,
a day of “Homage to the prince
regent!” The banners and speeches
were all in this vein, I am told,
but the workers’ chants were more
radical: “Abdication sans condi-
tion” and “Léopold au poteau!”
But the “social-democratic leaders
are just too ‘“‘clever” for such slo-
gans—unless, of course, their po-
litical bread and butter is really
threatened, and then they will try
anything, it seems.

All day Monday and Tuesday,
no strike call—let alone revolu-
tion. Was the whole affair a bluff?

k)

No, not for the workers in the
South. Without any call, they
started to come out on a gen-
eral strike. In scores of mining
towns they vowed never to work
again until the collaborator-king
was gone. No one was surprised
at the almost complete shutdown
in the Borinage; but big surprise
—in the industrial regions around
Liage the strike was still more
complete. Never had such a strike
been seen in this part of the coun-
try. It was here that the three
killings by the police brought the
movement to a climax.

But where was ex - Minister
Spaak? Where were the big-time
parliamentarians? What strange
silence, after all their revolution-
ary boasts of the week before!
Finally, by Wednesday or Thurs-
day they came to life again. And
how! They now were more radical
than anybody.

No limited protest strike for
these gentlemen. Now that the
workers have spontaneously shown
the way, these revolutionary ora-
tors suddenly proclaim the un-
limited general strike, not forget-
ting to sprinkle the word “insur-
rection” freely about. They vow
that . they will never again serve
in a government under this king,
nor be summoned to any consulta-
tion by him. They solemnly return
all of their medals and decora-
tions, demanding that this be
printed in the official journal in
print just as big as when the
medals were bestowed!

They throw a revelutionary pose
—an artist's conception of the
great leaders of the great revolu-
tions of the past. So persuasive is
their oratory that they convince
—not the king—but their waver-

Take the Bloor . . .

The "Anti -Leopold Strike Movement

ing Liberal colleagues. They too
suddenly find it quite the style to
resign from' parliamentary com-
mittees, return medals, and make
great boasts about what they too
never will do so long as this bad
king stays. (But they are careful
never to go quite so far in their
boasts as the uncouth Socialists.):
In the midst of their demonstra-
tive frenzy, one almost forgot that
these two parties are just piqued
at finding themselves in the minor-
ity. They won't play any more
No one was going to consult them:

More later. S

R. G.
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Who Won the Propaganda War?—

(Continued from page 1)

over the “discomiture” which
they attributed to the Russians.
They had said they would boycott
the UN till Mao’s China was rec-
ognized, and now they are back
. . . it proves how powerful the
UN is ... they lose face . .. etc.
When the votes were taken, the
headlines exulted: “We Win—S8-
8!” What happened?

Purely formally speaking, all
that happened at the council ses-
sions was a parliamentary battle.
The U. S. put forward a one-
point agenda: “Complaint of ag-
gression upon the republic of
Korea.” ' Malik presented two
points: recognition of Stalinist
China, and “peaceful settlement
of the Korean question.” The
council decided on the agenda to
be followed. The U, S. “victory”
consisted in getting its agenda
adopted. _

In the course of this “victory,”
Washington’s support IN THE
COUNCIL ITSELF was cut
down, at one point, to five in a 5-5
vote. That U. S. delegate Austen
could muster a majority against
Russia would have been consid-
ered, before the meeting, self-
evident. What stands out, even as
far as the vote was concerned,
was Russia’s success in splitting
the anti-Russian lineup.

NEHRU'S DILEMMA

India, the key to stopping Stal-
jnism in Asia, headed by a man
whom not even McCarthy has
called Stalinist, Nehru, voted
with Malik on every question but
one—on which it abstained.

This in itself was a victory for
the Kremlin, regardless of who
came out with the majority.

The first vote took place on a
yuling by Malik to put the U. S.
resolution on Korea last on the
agenda. India voted with Russia.

The second vote put the U. S.
resolution on top of the agenda.
India abstained.

The third vote was on whether
to remove from the agenda Rus-
sia’s proposal on- China. Voting
with Russia, besides India, were
also Britain, Norway and Yugo-
slavia, countries which have rec-
ognized the Mao regime.

india's role had been foreshad-
owed by Nehru in speeches earlier
in -4he week, in which he had at-
¢acked both U. S. and Russian pol-
icy, while supporting U. S. inter-
vention in the Korean war. I} was
elear that the Indian prime minis-
der wishes vigorously to fight Stal-

fnist expansion in Asia. (If nothing
else, it is a threat to him no less
#han to the U. 5.) He took his pro-
¥.:S. position on Korea in the face
- _gf.strong opposition at home (the
fadian CP is weak). Yet U.'S. pol-
ey has put him in the position of
baving to vote dlongside Malik,
fowever reluctantly.

It is this which, perhaps most
clearly, shows the suerficiality of
the variety of post-mortem com-
ment in this country which re-
volved largely around the tech-
nique of propaganda. There is
discussion of how to expand “The
Voice of America.” There is a
proposal to. put high-power radio
fransmitters on warships ‘and sta-
tion them near the Stalinist out-
posts to propagandize them, ete.
A correspondent plaintively wrote
that “the Soviet propaganda
trumpet was outblaring the
United States’ tin whistle all over
Asia, as usual. .. )”

AD MAN'S MIND

All this may be true, but cer-
tainly any existing weakness of
U. S. propaganda does not ac-
count for Nehru’s predicament.
The government head of India
does not need an American cruiser
stationed outside Bombay to un-
mask Malik’s lies.

The inability of the U. S. capi-
talist mind to understand what
is happening is illustrated by the
way in which Washington colum-
nist Arthur Krock put the ques-
tion of countering Russia’s effec-
tiveness: "

“«In a country bursting with
the skills required for this par-
ticular performance [Voice of
America], with the technique of

the advertising man modified by
those of the diplomat and the pro-
ficient news editor . . . it is con-
tended that a more effective prop-
aganda than that of the world
Communists should be a certain-
ty, once there is agreement on two
things. . . ."

And what are these secondary
“$wo things" which come trailing
after advertising skills and news
editing? "The source of the impact
of Soviet propaganda; and what
is best salable in our bill of
goods." In other words: this.sec-
ond-rate point is: What shall U, S.
propaganda say?

The big thing which such ad-
vertising hucksters’ minds seem
to be blind to is the fact that
U. S. policy speaks louder to the
world than the Voice of America’s
generalities about the democratic
way of life.

(1) ON CHINA: While coun-
tries like Britain and India have
already recognized Stalinist Chi-
na, on the easy-to-argue ground
that it IS the government of
China, the U. S. had done a flip-
flop of its own, far more damag-
ing and meaningful than Malik’s
procedural reversal on boyecotting
the UN. After all the scathing
denunciations of the Chiang Kai-
shek regime by the State Depart-
ment (its famous White Paper,
for example), Washington is
openly back in Chiang’s kitchen
again. Truman has promised to
defend Chiang’s last stronghold,
Formosa, with American lives.
More spectacularly, General Mac-
Arthur himself visited Chiang to
discuss with him ways and means
of doing that which Washington
not long ago abjured—giving him
military aid.

How -effective is' the Voice of
Ameriea going to be on that, as-

U. S. to Finance Franc

(Continued from page 1)
workers in violent, armed strug-

gle? Was he not the archetype of .

the anti-demoeratic, anti-Semitic,
anti - working - class and anti-so-
cialist totalitarian rulers?

Two totalitarian rulers were

aided at one swoop: Franco and
Stalin.
_ Franco anticipates a loan, re-
fused last year by the Export-
Import Bank, although the po-
litical-moral gains of the U. S.
gesture were perhaps of greater
importance to him. Stalin has re-
ceived a much more significant
victory in the current propagan-
da battle between the United
States and Russia. And he knows
how to exploit it. The Stalinists
know how deep and how wide-
spread is the hatred for the Span-
ish butcher who inflicted one of
the bloodiest defeats in modern
history on the workers, peasants
and republican armies.

The Stalinists, because of their
different feel for propaganda, be-
cause of their anti-capitalist na-
ture, because of their collectivist
society (reactionary and bureau-
cratic though it is), know well
how to utilize the dissatisfaction
that exists with the old, decaying
society. And they know especial-
1y well, since they went through
a temporary period of “anti-fas-
cism,” how to utilize the popular
hatreds generated by the deca-
dent forms of capitalism, the fas-
cist, totalitarian varieties, for
their own interests.

BUSINESS POLICY

Thus the United States is faced
with the contradiction that in or-
der to fight a totalitarian order,
it extends a helping hand to an-
other totalitarian power, and
plays into the hands of the for-
‘mer. The ground is cut from un-
der its contention that it is fight-
ing to uphold the forces of de-
moeracy against the totalitarian
assault.

There is a certain consistency, '

whatever the squabbles among
the American statesmen, in

suming that warships with radio
transmitters ring Asia with a sol-
id wall of airwaves?

HOW PROVE IT?

(2) While the entire world
cries for peace, while the UN it-
self followed Truman into Korean
intervention under the cry of
peace, it is Malik who demagogi-
cally put Korean peace on the
agenda and it was the U. S. which
forced it off the agenda by whip-
ping up its votes.

(3) While the refurbished
Voice of America is presumably
to beat the air*with denunciations
of totalitarianism, the U. 8. Con-
gress votes a $100 million loan to
the _most brutal totalitarianism
OUTSIDE the Stalinist world,
Spain’s Franco.

‘(4) While the U. 8. speeches
denounce “imperialism” (Russia’s
only), it is the U. S. that has
pledged itself to put the French
puppet Bao Dai solidly in power
in Indo-China.

In one of the most thoughtful
articles which appeared in the
daily. press on the debacle, James
Reston of the N. Y. Times (close
to the State Department pipeline)
summed it up:

“They [the Russians] were for
peace, the United States was for
war. They were allied with the
new, the coming forces of Asia;
the United States was allied with
the past, with the has-beens, the
Chiang-Kai-sheks, the Bao Dais,
the imperialists. They were for
unity and self-determination, the
United States was for disunity
and colonialism.”

That's the way the Russian prop-
aganda presented it, he says. Now

Moscow is not for peace and not’

for self-determination: it is seek-
ing to impose . its own domination
upon Asia. But_it is impossible for

United States policy in regard to
Spain. Earlier, it was character-
ized by an arms embargo against
the legally constituted Loyalist
government when the latter was
being fought by Franco with the
aid of Nazi and fascist military
supplies. Mild attempts at ostra-
cizing Franco were made after
the proclamation of victory over
fascism in World War II and the
formation of the United Nations.
This offer of support by the
United States Senate, over the
objections_of Truman and Ache-
son, is part and parcel of United
States strategy in World War IIL.
The Senate action is ' “sound
business policy” when' it is borne
in mind that American eceonomic
interests are closely identified
with the Franco regime. The pre-
ponderance of foreign capital in-
vested in Spain has shifted from
complete German control at the
end of 1939 to American domina-
tion today, a change which began
in 1943. Today the power of Amer-
ican finance extends to all sectors
of Spanish economic life: petro-
leum, metallurgy, mining, com-
munications, hydraulic power,
electrical materials, etc. The air-
port of Barajas, on the outskirts
of Madrid, is label “the American
Gibraltar” by the Spaniards.

TRUMAN'S OBJECTION

While the action of the Senate
appears to be motivated by an
attempt to embarrass Truman-
Acheson on the part of anti-ad-
ministration, bi - partisan maver-
icks, there is agreement, even
among those statesmen who dis-
agree, on fundamentals. There was
objection mainly to the crudity of
the action, the timing, etc. But the
way has slowly been paved over
the past year for a softefling of
public opinion, and of govern-
ment policy toward Spain. Con-
gressional and private industrial-
ist visitors to Spain, official and
unofficial, come back praising
Franco and demanding govern-
mental assistance for that anti-
labor and robber regime.

Interestingly enough, Truman

the U. 5. to PROVE that to the

- Asian people as long as its own

policy remains imperialist aid to
every reactionary point of support
in that part of the world.

As our front-page editorial
points out (it needs re-reading in
its entirety at this point), this is
so NOT because of mere stupid-
ity or ignorance on the part of
Washington. Its policy could be
more cleverly veiled than it is, its
nature could be masked with more
competent demagogy or even
more concessions to Asian nation-
alism, but essentially it boils
down to the fact that the U. S. is
trying to defend the old system
in Asia, which is also its own
system—capitalist imperialism. -

WAR OF SYSTEMS

In their own way, the observers
we have quoted recognize that
this is not a radical cliché. Writes
Reston:

“The United States, in spite of
its anti-colonial tradition [in
Asia, for example? The Asian
people know better!] is still a
symbol of the rich well-fed world
of the West to Asia, ..."”

It is not the wealth or good
feeding of Western capitalism
that Asia hates. It is the fact
that so much of this wealth and
good food has come from their la-
bor and from their exploitation.
This they know.

Reston proposed a bigger and
better propaganda-broadcast cam-
paign under UN auspices:

“The British cannot do this job,
nor the French, nor the Dutch,
for all-their experience in Asia.
[Note how to write a tactful ar-
ticle: These countries, the very
symbols of imperialist exploita-
tion to the Asians, would not be
listened to BECAUSE of their
éxperience in Asiall

and Acheson now object only to
putting the official seal of gevern-
ment on a Spanish loan. They wish
the loan to be handled directly
through the Export-Import Bank
as was Franco's request of last
year. Actually, they do not object
to economic assistance to the be-
leaguered dictator.

Last January Acheson wrote to
Senator Tom Connally approving-
ly on the matter of rendering eco-
nomic assistance to the Spanish to-
talitarianism and integrating it
into the “concert. of democratic
nations.” He said then in justifica-
tion: “The internal position -of the
present regime “is strong and it
enjoys the support of numerous
persons who, although they might
prefer another form of govern-
ment or another chief of state, fear
that chaos and civil war would be
the consequences of measures
adopted to overthrow the existing
regime.”

BLOW TO SPANISH PEOPLE:

Acheson, spokesman of the ad-
ministration, has already ruled out
any democratic alternative to
Spanish fascism. However, the
the weaker Franco becomes, the
greater the opportunities for a

“And Washington cannot do it, . .

for the history and suspicions of
the capitalist world in Asia are
against us.”

So Reston proposes that U. S. .

propaganda go exclusively under
the alias of the United Natiens.

What a comedown! What has *

happened to the idea about selling

the American Way of Life to the’

backward natives? The UN as “a

symbol of the independent equal

future” is still pie-in-the-sky.
Reston's sober solution of the
political problem — de-emphasize
the U. S. and put forward UNism—
demonstrates better than we could
the inability precisely of the

United States to match its ideol-

ogy of capitalism against the Rus-
sian ideological offensive.

Or, as Arthur Krock asks—

without answer: “. . . how can
we persuade them [the North
Koreans] and the ecivilians in

Korea and other parts of thee -

world that the system we offer is
worth the show of devotion they
display for the
tem .. .7

It is two social systems which @ .
are in combat over Asia. The one ..

is old, and on the way out, and
hated. Anyone who lines up un-
der its banner cannot win the
people. The other is the Russian
despotism, new, unfamiliar, un-
tried by the people, still in its
honeymoon days of promises and
sweet words. It has rushed in to

“fill the vacuum created by the

disintegration of its predecessor.
The Asian people will rue the day

it conquers them. But they cannot |

be saved from its deadly embrace
by pointing back to the past.

That is why Independent So- .
cialism points the way out in the |
struggle against both forms of .
exploitation and for a socialist

democracy. =~

S

democratic  opposition.
States aid—or even the gesture,
if it does not materialize—has .

dealt a blow to this demoecratic, °
liberal and socialist opposition to °
Franco, inside and outside Spain. -

It has helped Stalin immeasur-

ably. It has given the discredited .

and disintegrating Spanish Stalin-
ist movement a rallying cry and a
hope of resurgence.

Franco gives his proper thanks
to the United States. The New

York Times quotes a typical com- *

ment from a Spanish Roman Cath-
olic paper:

... while the GIs are dying for

the highest reasons of civilization
in Korea, France is juggling cabi-
nets, Belgium is fighting over
keeping or expelling the king,
England is preoccupied with her
policy of socialization and the talk
everywhere is of elections, inter-

nal struggles and domestic disturb- g _;

ances.”

There it is, replete with sneers
at democracy, parliaments, social-
ization, getting rid of the Nazi-
collaborator Leopold, etc.

No wonder Franco is so jubilant
that American youth are dying in
Korea!
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