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FIVE CENTS -

By L. G. SMITH

The New Secretary of Labor is:

THE HOSTAGE

The appointment of Martin P. Durkin, president of the

-plumbers’ and pipefitters’ union (AFL) to Eisenhower’s

cabinet as secretary of labor in no way changes the char-
acter of ‘that body as described by Sam Adams elsewhere
in this issue of LABOR ACTION. It remains as a cabinet which
most directly reflects and represents the interests of big
business in this country. The only difference is that now a
labor hostage has been added to the fold.

* in what way will Durkin's role in the cabinet differ from
that of any liberal business man or professor who has been
associated with the field of "labor relations?” The answer
is obviously that it cannot and will not differ in any way
whatever. This would be true even if it were not known’
that Durkin's only pFevious claim to fame as a public ad-
mirisirator was his ruling as director of the State Labor
Department of lllinois that some 20,000 miners were not
entitled to unemployment compensation during a strike.

The post. of secretary of labor is a relatwely ummpor-_

tant one, at best. The National Labor Relations Board
which administers the Taft-Hartley Act’ is not subject to

his appointment or control. The Department of Labor has

jurisdiction over the technical services which affeect the
labor movement such as the Bureau of Labor. Statistics
which compiles the cost of living index, supervision of the
wages and hours act, and similar matters.
But would Durkin’s position be any better even if he
’ (Turn to last page)
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ke Picks Big Business

To Run the Government

By SAM ADAMS

With ‘the exception of the
posts of secretaries of Labor
and-Commerce which may
be filled by the time this is-
sue of LABOR ACTION ap-
pears, President-elect Eisen-
hower’s cabinet and chief
aides have been chosen.

The men appointed are
weighted heavily on the side
of big business (some say it
is a General Motors cabinet)
and they refiect the respect
which the new president. has

_for the power and ability of-

the men of finance and in-
dustry. He chose Chas. E.
Wilson, president of GM, as
Secretary of Defense be-
cause he wanted to “get busi-
ness brains in a 60-billion
dollar business.” In this
way, war production comes
under the direction of the
head of the largest corpora-

tion in the United States, an
enterprise holding the great-
est number of government

war-orders. v

MEDIOCRITIES

The type of men chosen by
Eisenhower reveal so clear-
ly the mediocre mind of the
new president himself, be-
cause only a man whose
ideals are themselves the
commonplace of a  business
civilization could select a
cabinet of mediocrities com-
posed so overwhelmingly of

_big financiers and indus-

trialists.

It is not hard to under-
stand the thinking of this
professional military man.
Throughout his life, his chief

‘contact with civilian life has

been with government pro-

fessionals and businessmen;

his knowledge of social
problems and his feelings for

Stalmlst Rejection of India Truce Proposal
. Increases Danger of Full-Scale War in Asia

By GORDON HASKELL

g ‘Any prospect of an early truce
in Korea based more or less on an
accéptance of -the United States

" position with regard to the pris-

oner of war question seems to
have been effectively torpedoed by
the Russians. The situation was
brilliantly illustrated in a car-
toon which appeared originally in
the Army *Times. While the
United States and Britain engage
in 2 heated argument over a dove
labelled  “India’s - Korea Pedce
Plan,”” Russia walks up, pulls ‘a
gur‘ m.d b]ssts the dove into tiny
pi(.

- sifter Vishinsky’s performance,
the position of the United States

. on the-plan became a more or less
academic ‘matter. The American
delegation got most of the changes.

it wanted" incorporated ‘into the
plan, and then obtained a vote of

about. 53 mations in favor and five

against in the Assembly. Actual-

ly, all the governments involved
new felt that they were just going
throwgh the motions, They con-
soled thémselves with thethought
that the Tndian  motion had mus-

tered Iarger ‘majority; than al--

most any other major issue in the

jnkfm v of the Assembly, and had

ineluded the nations of -all blocs
outside the Stalinist sphere.

The brutal Russian rejection of
India’s:plan now greatly increases

the- danger 'of ‘an expansion of-the -

‘and - the

war in the Far East. Although

the heavy vote received by Eisen-.

hower 1is widely accepted as a
symbol of the war—wesrmess, of
the American people, it is obvieus
that what is involved is not a

weariness which stems from great

sacrifices and tragedies so much
as one which stems from a feeling
of futility and purposelessness.
The greatest political danger to
the _Eisenhower administration

‘would be a continuation of the

futile hill fighting indefinitely.
Yet that is just what the Stalin-
ists seem to prefer to a truce on
terms which would foree them to
publicly acknowledge that thou-
sands .of their own people do net
want to return to Stalinland.

The Stalinist rejection of india’s
proposal was nof an isolated event:

i+ was- accompanied by a powerful.
thrust of fhe Veitmink army against

the French in Indo-China. This army

“seems "to have been re-equipped

and reorganized on a much larger
scale than ever before. Despite
some rather bold strategy attempt-

-ed by the French command, they

have been.  forced - to- make one
wi_ drawal affer another. Al-

gh the full extent of Vietminh
mfﬁ'ury power is not yet clear, it
is quite.evident $hat" the Chinese

Russians have made it
strong enough to present at the
very least a.diversionary .threat

.of. major proportions.. ®.. - - stalemated war seems less possible

A removal of major troop con-
tingents from Korea to shore up
Indo-China would hardly seem
feasible. . Although the bloody
fighting there has involved only
a relatively small fraction of the
forces available, this is probably
true not only of the Americans,
but of the North Koreans ang-
Chinese also. A withdrawal of
American reserves could well
bring on' a major Stalinist offen-
sive in that area.

Of course, there is much that
the WUnited States could do in
Indo-China short of a major com-
mitment of ground troops. If
could probably send carriers with
sufficient .aircraft to make a ma-
jor change in the relation of for-
ees. But even this-would mean the
direct participation: of American
armed forces te-keep. a European
colonidal power in Asia. Although
everyone knows that the French
could not have maintained them-
selves till now in that area with-
out the constant mid in military
equipment and finances from the

- United States, the dramatic effect
-of open American pairticipation in

the-war could hardly fail to have
serious -political ' repercussions in
Asia.

But even if the situation in Indo-.
China: is’ stabilized -by -the French
for the time being, the problem of
Korea remains. To. continue the

pnhlleully as time goes by. There
is the further consideration put
forth by some milifary analysts
that the North Korean and Chinese
potential have been growing more
rapidly than that of the Americans
in the past few months, and that
eventually the time will be reached
when it is so evidently preponder-
ant that a filal Stalinist offensive
would have every chance of suc-
cess.

Such arguments may be based
on facts or on fancy. But in any
event it is elear that they are pro-
pounded toward -one end: to con-
vinee the American people of the
feasibility and desirability of an
American offensive in the near
future to put an end to the stale-
mate in Korea. This notion has
been' preached far and wide by
‘the military commanders in the
field, and there ean be mo doubt
that they will urge it on Eisen-
hower when he gets there.

BIGGER STAKES?

It is quite possible that this is
exactly what the Russians were

(Turn fo last page)

the genuine interests of the
people at large are almost
non-existent. Where he is not
wholly ignorant of the grave
social problems of our time,
his undersiundlng is very
shallow. That is why he
could select a cabinet whose

'

very conservatism precludes. .

any social vision and broad
understanding of the prob-
lems of the masses of the
world. T

Is it any wonder that the ;

conservative New York Hers:
ald. Tribune: wrote enthusi-~
astically that “The adminis-
tration of president-elect
Eisenhower was shaping up
as one in which business
men would have a large
share: In selecting the occu-
pants of high posts, the gen-
eral looked to men who were
suecessful in business,
whether or not they were
politicians . . . Academicians,
who were favored by Presi-
dent Roosevelt, will be con-
spicuous by their absence.”
To Eisenhower, men who
are successful in business

-are the men who have gained

achievement. Making money.
is equated to intelligence.
And the money-makers are
men eof stature. When he
spoke of selecting a cabinet
with the best brains in the
had a more important post?
Hardly. Just imagine a cabi-
net meeting which ‘is dis-
cussing what. to do about -
any, major labor problem,
such as a strike of miners,
steel workers, or railroad
men in the midst of the cold
war. Around the -cabinet
table will be assembled the
general, the head of General
Motors flanked by two of
the major automobile dis-
tributors in the country, the
head of the.Hanna iron and
coal mining empire, a for-
mer director of the National
Association of Manufactur-

ers (Sinclair Weeks, just ap- =

pointed secretary of - com-
(Tarn fo last page)’

The national convention of the CIO is in progress
as LABOR ACTION goes to press. Next week we will -
feature a full report on the convention by members of
our staff who- are iin Atlantic City.
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LABOR ACTION

Ma/or Court Test Due on

Four major organizations
which concern themselves
with civil liberties and civil
rights, and two religious or-
ganizations have filed a
“friend of the court” brief
before the Supreme Court in
a case involving racial seg-
regation in the publie
schools. The organizations
are the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, the American
Jewish Committee, the Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai
B’rith, the Japanese-Ameri-
can Citizens League, the
American Ethical Union and
the Unitarian Fellowship for
Social Justice.

This brief was sent to the
court a week before it will
hear oral argument in five
pooled cases attacking segre-
gation laws in Kansas, Dela-
ware, South Carolina, Vir-
ginia and the District of Co-
lumbia. The Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations filed
a-separate brief dealing spe-
cifically only with the Kan-
sas case, but arguing in gen-
eral that segregated schools
are by their very nature un-
constitutional.

NAACP CASES
All these cases were initi-

" ated by the National Associ-
~ation for the Advancement

of Colored People. In the
Kansas case, three appel-
lants + were denied relief
when they sought a declara-
tery judgment to compel the
state to permit Negro chil-
dren into' the Topeka ele-
mentary schools. on an un-
gegregated basis. A special-
three-judge federal court ad-
mitted that the segregated
sehool system put the Negro
children at a disadvantage,
vet upheld the Kansas law
barring their attendance at
“white” elementary schools.
The state claimed that the
Negro childrgn had . “sepa-
rate- but equal”’ facilities
available to them.

The brief of the ACLU
and associated organizations
was devoted primarily to an
attack on the “separate but
equal’” doctrine.
~ "The unchallenged finding
(ocf the lower court) that
segregation irreparably
damages. the child,” it stat-
ed,. "lif¥s this case out of the
murky. realm of speculation
on. the issue: of 'equality’ of
facilities into the area of

H ecentainty - that segregation

and-equality cannot co-exist.
Fhat which is unequal in fact
cennot be equal in law..

" . . We are convinced
that integration car and will
be accomplished in: the pub-
kic. schoels of the South with-
oué 'hloodshed and vialence'

” \
'LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE

114 West 14 Street, N.Y.C.

‘specializes in- books and pam-
phlets on the Labor and So-
clalist movement,

Ma;
etc., and can aupﬂ} 3
all publiskers:.

" Send for our free book Jish.

N ”

if the law enforcement agen-
cies, federal or local, dem-
onstrate that they will not
tolerate breaches of the
peace or incitement. Ameri-
cans are law-abiding people
and abhor klanism and vie-
lence.”

ClO EXPERIENCE

The CIO brief noted that
“threatened resentment by
some whites” was often
cited as a reason for denying
to Negroes the equal protec-
tion of the laws, and went on
to say that:

"Cerfainly the experience
of the Congress of Industrial
Organizations supports the
view that the dire conse-
quences which are so often
predicted are merely phan-
toms. The ClO, through its
Souathern orqanizing commit-
tee, is proving daily that the
myfh of incompatibility be-
tween white and Negro is
but a myth.

"There are frictions and
tensions to be sure. But they
are not nearly of the magni-
fude usually pictured. We
hkave proved that it is pos-
sible for free men, white and
Negro, to associate them-
selves together voluntarily
without conflict, in the ab-
sence of compulsion by the
state.

The struggle against seg-
regation in the lower schools
is likely to be a long and dif-
ficult one; even if the Su-
preme Court rules against
segregation in the present
cases. Already governors
Byrnes and Talmadge have
tried to intimidate the or-
ganizations involved in the
fight by threatening to aban-
don free public education in
their states rather than sub-
mit to such a ruling. They
propose to evade the issue
by resorting to some legal
subterfuge under which all
education in Georgia and
South Carolina would be
conducted under private aus-
p]CE‘s

A HARD STRUGGLE

Just how far they and
their similars in other states
would actually go in the
event of an anti-segregation
ruling by the court, it is dif-
ficult to say. If they actually
attempted to turn the clock
back from free public educa-
tion in their states, the long-
range result might well be to
speed the end of segregation
rather than to retard it. The
expense and administrative
complications involved would
tend to bring home to many
people who might take long-
er to see it otherwise the
economic waste and absurd-
ity of segregated education.
It would certainly put pres-
sure on all people who favor
publi¢ education to line up
against them . . . even many
who otherwise might tend to
faver continued segregation,
or at least to be indifferent’
to the issue.

egated School Laws

Nevertheless, the ability
of these "governors "to get
support for their scheme,
even if only as a threat, in-
dicates the bitterness with
which the forces of reaction
will fight against un-segre-
gated education. The labor
movement and all groups
who oppose discrimination
will have to marshall their
forces to fight this battle
through to victory.

"Reds ” Arrested in Lousiana

Louisiana’s state police
has made its first arrests un-
der the state’s new Commu-
nist control law. The law,
signed by Governor Kennon
last July, requires Commu-
nists to register or face im-
prisonment for two to 10
yvears, pay fines of $1,000 to
$10,000, or both.

The first arrested were
two Negroes, Robert Burns
and Louis James Lockett.
Both denied that they were
Communists, contended .that
their arrest was the result of
an error in filling out vote
registration forms. The two

said they had misread a line
on the form calling for a
write-in of party aﬂihatlmﬁf‘
They thought the line reads
“T am not a member?
whereas the actual wording'
was “I am a member.” They
automatieally filled in “Coms=
munist Party.”

Burns and Lockett said
they were “good Demo-
-crats,” and that if they had
been Communists they
waquld never have said so in
a public form. They both
said .that as veterans- they
had signed many non-Com-
munist. oaths before.

UAW Begins a National Campaign
Against Discrimination in Hiring .

The United Automobile
Workers (CIO) has started
a campaign against discrim-
ination at the hiring gate in

- plants with which it has con-

tracts throughout the -na-
tion. An administrative let-
ter to UAW-CIO locals in-
structed their officers to take
up all cases of diserimina-
tory hiring at the next regu-
lar meeting between their
local, plant managements
and bargaining committees. If
they are unable to settle the prob-
lems there, they were instructed
te ' inform appropriate interna-
tional union officers so that they
can be taken up with top corpora-
tion officials. In his letter, Presi-
dent Walter Reuther emphasized
that local unions. are to take up
cases of hiring diserimination on
both ecivilian and military work.

In addifion to attempting to mo-
bilize the union itself for action
against discrimination in Hiring,
the UAW leadership has sought to
dramatize the problem by invelving
nation, state and local agencies- in
its solution. On the same day that
the letter was sent out to the
union locals, Reuther also sent one
to Dwight R. G. Palmer, chairman
of the President's Committee on
Contract Compliance which is sup-
posed to see to it that companies
do nct violate the anti-discrimina-
tion iclauses in government con-
tracts. Reuther called for an imme-

diate Detroit hearing to receive”

evidence of discriminatory prac-
tices in violation of such contrac-
tual provisions, and to establish
whether or not a full scale investi-
gation is warranted.

At the same time, letters were
sent to G. Mennen Williams, gov-
ernor of Michigan, urging that an
EEPC bill be introduced at the
beginning of the new legislature’s
session, and one to the Detroit
Common Council urging that its
Interracial Committee investigate
discriminatory practices and that
it pass an FEPC ordinance.

PONTIAC FEPC

All these moves should be wel-
comed as an effort to erack down
on the continuing diserimination
in employment. They may be spe-
cially effective'in Michigan at the
present time, as two cities in that
state have just passed local FEPC
ordinances. The voters of River
Rouge ‘approved an FEPC refer-
endum at the recent elections,
and Pontiac’s city commission
passed an ordinance by a vote of
5 to 2 which affects every em-
ployer in the city having ten or
more ‘workers, and prohibits dis-
crimination in employment be-
cause of race, color, creed, nation-
al origin or anecestry. Pontiac is
the 3Ist city to take such action
in the United States.since 1945:

The real test of the seriousness
of the: UAW. leadership in: pressing

‘the campaign will come in connec-
tion with the action taken by the
locals on receipt of Reuther's let-
ter. They are in the best position
to know of the hiring- practices of
their various managements. But to
prove discrimination is not always
casy. Workers who are turned
away because of their race or re-
ligion rarely turn to the union for
help,” for unless they have been
members of a union which took a
good stand on such questions in
the past, they tend to look on the -
union as a partner to the employ-
er's discrimination. To get the co-
opergtion of such workers, the
UAW locals will have to carry on
some kind of campaign in their lo-
cal communities which will bring
the union's campaign to the atten-
tion of Negroes and other minori-
ties. Of course, the best kind of

" publicity campaign would be not

oifly ome carried on via the usual

media of public communication, but
ene in which trade unionists go to
the Negro community directly via
speakers in their churches and
other organizations. L

In the long run, the success of
such a campaign will depend not
only on the amount of energy
which is thrown into if directly,
but on the amdunt of effort the
union puts into the fight ‘against
discrimination inside the shops. It
is a rare local in which every
Negro redlly has the same chance
of up-grading and promotion as
every white worker, and particu-
larly in the skilled trades depart-
ments.. A .campaign inside the
shops to make equality a living,
day-to-day proposition would soon
get known in the Negro. commu-
nity, and the union would then be
regarded as a constant and vig-
orous ally in every phase of the
fight against diserimination.

Notes from

At a recent meeting of the
Metalworkers’” Union (FOM) in
Buenos Aires, Peronist candidates
obtained insufficient votes to en-
able them to be re-elected consti-
tutionally to the Executive. Upon
the announcement of this result,
the chief of the Peronist General
Confederation of Labor, Senor
Espejo, accompanied by other
leaders, about one hundred thugs,
and two truck loads of, assault
troops with machine guns, entered
the premises and attacked the
metalworkers. There were over
fifty casualties, including four
rkilled. The press was instructed
not, to report the incident.

Information Bulletin of the In-
ternational Confederation of Free
Trade Unions, October 22, 1952.

" »

Dockers at Buenos Aires went
on strike at the beginning of .
August coupling a claim for in-
creased wages with a demand for
the re-opening of their trade un-
ion premises which had been
closed down for over two years.
Eighty per cent came out. Two of
their leaders, Vilpi and Santana,
were arrvested and tortured by the
authorities, Santana being subse-
guently transported to the notori-
ously unhealthy prison camp on
Demarchi Island.

On August 20 a number of dock-

Peronland

ers were arrested, and subjected
to torture, for having distributed
leaflets calling upon dockers to re-
sist the deduction of one day's
wages for a monument to Eva
Peron. One of the arrested meu.*"‘
Victoriano Javier, was bea%en in
the presence of his wife. Jose Ax-

man, held as hostage for his father,

Abraham Axman, was also beaten.
These outrages took place on
premises belonging to the Ministry
of the Interior. The prisoners were
taken to Demarchi Island on August
9. A rcdical deputy, Carlos Peret-
t1, has informed parlmmenl- of
ihese events.

A habeas corpus petition has
failed to secure the release of four
trade union offiicals, including
Alfredo Léon Ferreira, secretary
of the exiled Argentine trade un-
ion organization (COASI), who
have been in the Villa Devoto
prison now for over three months.

Cristoff, secretary of the Mu-
nicipal Sanitation Workers’ Un-
ion, and Cano, a member, have
Lbeen sent to Devoto: Island while
a strike of that union continues.
The strike has been declared ille-
gal by the Minister of Labor and
Social Insurance, the union not be-
ing approved by the regime.

ICFTU Spotlight (uncensored

news from the dictatorship coun-
tries) October 1952.

Rosa Luxemburg »
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| AFL Teachers vs. the NAM l

The_ American Federat;on
Teachers_ alerted all its
r'members to the dangers of a
NAM gchéme to finance pub-
lic education in America.
According to Irvin R,
Kuenzli, secretary-treasurer
of the AFT, the plan ad-
vanced by the NAM would
permit big business to es-
cape taxation by making pri-
vate contributions from in-
come to support the impov-
erished school system.

READY FOR BATTLE

Kuenzli quoted this state-
ment from a declaration
adopted at the last AFL con-
vention:

“The labor movement to-
.day must battle against the
_ominous proposal of Dbig

~ business to support the pub-
li¢ school system by private
u%ontrlbutlons. "

"Labor must let it be
known to all the world that
‘the control of the public
- schools of the United States
is not for sale to big business
at any price and that those
whe attempk o avoid tax-
ation for public education
through private contribu-
tions will meet the unalter-
able opposition of the labor
movement of the nation.”

Kuenzli warned in a letter
to the union’s members that

the NAM scheme could
wreck the school system in
less prosperous times when
industry would not be able
to. maintain its contribu-
tions. He predicted that
classroom teachers would
suffer from reduced salaries
and unfavorable working
conditions, to say nothing of

pressure to slant the think-
ing of students along big
business lines.

GREATER THREAT

The NAM in lieu of a
broad program of federal
aid to education, which it op--
poses, suggested that busi-
ness enterprises could con-
tribute $1 billion a ‘year to
education by setting aside 3
per cent of earnings for con-
tributions to scheols. It is
estimated that the nation
currently is spending about
$5 billion a year on its pub-
lic schools.

"“Those citizens who are
genuinely interested in 'de-
mocracy in education and
education for democracy’
will recognize a far greater
threat to academic freedom
in control of the schools by
private industry than in con-
trol by the government of
the United S!uies." Kuenzil
declared. -

“It seems ironical that the
sponsors of the Taft-Hartley
Act, which provides federal
control of organized labor—
a dangerous step toward to-
talitarianism—should be so
deeply concerned over feder-
al control of education.

“The extent of control of
higher education in = the
United States by private in-
dustry and the restriction on
academic freedom -resulting
therefrom, are evidence of
the danger to freedom.of ed-
ucation in-the NAM propos-
al to finagece education
through voluntary contribu-
tions from private profits.”

AFL News Reporter,
November 21, 1952

Indonesmn Irade Unions

1945

By DAVID ALEXANDER

Indonesian official circles have
always been recalcitrant iggiving
information about their left wing
parties and their labor movement.
The reason is fairly simple. In
orddr to obtain capital from over-
seas to develop the country’s very
rich raw materials, the govern-
ment must make investment in
the country attractive. No suspi-
cion must enter the minds of po-
tential investors that their capi-
tal might be nationalized. Hence
the government has always played

- down the strength of the labor

movement in Indonesian polities.

Recently, however, the Indone-
sian government has released some
information about the development
of trade unions. Before this is sum-
marized, however, one ‘point should
be made clear. Since the war end-
ed in 1945 there have been many
organizations which call themselves
"ndtional" trade unions. Se bad,
however, -are the ‘communications,
and so recent ‘is ‘the development
cf trade unionism-in Ind iq, that
+the most these "national” groups
consist of are loosely federated
local trade unions. They are not to
be thought of in fterms of the de-
gree of organization and centrali-
zation of the American Federation
of Labor, let alone of the Con-
.gress of Industrial Orgaonizations.

The recent development-of labor
has been largely due to the fact
that Indonesia has so far been
primarily an agricultural and
mineral-producing country. The
town proletariat has only existed
since about the beginning of the
century, when the Dutch started
building factories and cotton
mills. Even today the estimated
number of trade unionists varies
Letween a quarter and a half mil-
lion. Many more workers are en-
gaged in the production of tin,
rubber, quinine, copra, etec., all
primary raw materials. :

Trade union history may be di-
vided into three main phases:

-

| "GOOD

To the Editor:

“Tyttenhem Socialists Hear
James Klugman, famous commu-
nist ‘lectwrer, on the New Soviet
Five Year Plan. Central Library
(Small Reom), High Street, N:17,
Thurs, Nov. 20, 8 pan.”

This advertisement in a social-
ist paper caught my eye recently.
As I had not been to a Communist
Party meeting for many a year, I
thought I might take this oppor-
tunity of renewing my acquaint-
ance with the CP line. The fact
that James Klugman, author of
¢From Trotsky to Tito” and mem-
ber of the executive committee of
the CP was giving the lecture
added to the interest of the meet-
ing. I was also anxious to find
cut how much the CP’s present
line was affecting Labor Party
members.

Much to my astonishment, on
-arrival I found only a handful of
CPers at the meeting. Neither the
local Young Communist League
nor a substantial portion of the
local CP branch materialized to
hear this leading theoretician give
the line on the 19th Congress [of
the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.—Ed.] Only two
members of the Labor Party were
present. I was one of them, the
other was a friend of mine. By the
time Klugman had gone through
half his one and a half hour lec-
ture, there were still only about
twenty people present. Klugman
said that-the 19th Congress of the
CPSU discussed two major topics
~—=the transition from socialism to
communism and peace. He -gave
endless fignres «(nearly all in per-
centages) 4o~ “prove" :his conten-

]

tion that the transition from so-
cialism - to communism was the
immediate task of the 19th Con-
gress.

TWO QUESTIONS

When he finished, I asked him
two questions: (1) about the
“transition from socialism to com-
munism” allegedly taking place in
the USSR, and (2) about the
attitude of the CP to the Labor
Party. I asked him if among the
characteristics of the “transition
from socialism to communism”
which he enumerated (increasing
production, the general raising of
-the standard of living, the aboli-
tion of the difference between
town and countryside) he forgot
the abolition of the wage differen-
tials. He did not answer the ques-
tion directly. Yes, he said, the
wage differentials will go. I inter-
jected: “I did not ask if the wage
differentials will go, but are they
going?’ On the second question,
Klugman carefully evaded the di-
rect question of the CP’s attitude
to Bevan, and concentrated on the
CP’s policy for Britain. It was
quite evident that the CP has no
clear line on Bevan, only a nega-
tive policy of bringing down the
Tories and- throwing out the right
wing Labor leaders.

What was -even more heartening
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TIDINGS " GO UNHEEDED

to realize was the obvious isola-
tion. of the CP from the mainstream

.of the labor movement. Klugman

was. quite unaware of the .real
problems facing the rank ond file
of our movement. Labor's rank and
file is not interested in "it could
happen here" (the alleged transi-
tion from socialism to communism
in Russia); it is interested in the
great struggle between the Con-
stituency Parties and the Trade
Union Branches and Parliamentary
Labor Party bureaucracy headed
by Deakin and Attlee. Our move-
ment is concerned with the exten-
sion of nationalization, the injec-
tion of workers' control in indus-
try, colonial freedom, a socialist
foreign policy based on the inter-
ests of the international Ilaber
movement — not Stalin’s lufest
"peace” move, Stalin's latest in-
digestible pronouncement "The Eco-
nomic Problems of the USSR, or
the Dean of Canterbury's germ
allegations.

Fortunately for the secialist
forces in the Labor Party, the
CP’s sectarianism, imposed on it
by the Stalinist machine’s insist-
ence that it devote its whole en-
ergy to bfoadeasting “good tid-

ings” from Moscow—makes it ex-

tremely unlikely that the CP will
be able to organize the undoubt-
edly strong pro-Stalinist senti-
ment that can be discerned at
many levels in the Labor Party
and trade union movement. There
is every chance that Bevanism

will accelerate the clarification of - -
a policy distinet from that of-

either imperialism or ‘Stalinism.

Allan VAUGHAN
London, Nov. 21.

1908-1930; 1930—] 941; and

io the present.

- In 1908 Indonesia’s first trade
union, the Rail and Tramway Em-
ployees, was founded. This was
at times influenced by the Serikat
Islam, a religious association
founded in 1911, the Social Demo-
cratic Party (founded in 1914),
and also the Communist Party of
Indonesia which began activities
in 1919.

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE

The Serikat Islam, .although
primarily a religious organiza-
tion, helped to found the “Union

of Indonesian Employees” in 1916, -

but the left wing elements led by
Seamaun soon captured control of
this organization.

In 1919, after negotiations be-

iween the Serikat Islam and the
‘Union of Indonesian Employees,
the first Indonesian Labor Feder-
ation was founded, so heterogene-
ous was the membership of this
{ederation, that differences be-
{ween a right and left wing soon
appeared. The struggle became so
serious that in 1921 fourteen of
the more militant trade unions
broke away to form the Revolu-
tionary Labor Federation.
. Meanwhile the first strike had
occurred in 1920. This was organ-
ized by the Factory Workers Union
ond was partially successful. In the
same year railway workers also
came out on strike. This enormously
increased the influence of- the left
wing. At Semaun's instigation, the
Indonesian Federation and the Rev-
olutionary Labor Federation re-
united under the auspices of the
Indonesian Communist Party. An-
other milestone was the formation
of a Dockers and Seaman's Union
in-1923.

It was in this year that the In-
donesian Trade Union Federation
organized widespread .strikes of
railway workers. Their solidarity
surprised the Dutch who reacted
by banishing Seamaun and de-
porting all the other leaders to-the

-islands off: Indonesia.
The years 1926 and 1927 are.

remembered well in the annals of
Indonesian history as a time of
struggle against the imperialists.
Practically every Indonesian na-
tionalist of any note from Sukarno
to Sjahrir to Sjarrifudin were ar-
rested at one time or another.
There were strikes and lockouts
all over the country, 'as well as a
few abortive premature rebellions.
The trade unions teok their part,
however, a little later. For in 1928
s newly founded Alliance of Indo-
nesian Workers began to gain in-
fluence in the labor movement. It
was, affiliated to.the Pan Pacific
‘Labor Federation and the League
Against Imperialism. By 1930, the
end of the first phase, all its lead-
ers ‘were also in prison.

SECOND PHASE

In the second phase of Indone-

sian trade unionism, ending with
the Japanese oecupation, there
were only two significant groups
of organized labor, and even these
had to tread very warily. One was
the Federation of Non-European
Government Employees which had
been formed under religious aus-
pices, and the other was the Union
of Indonesian Labor, formed in
1931. This split in 1933 on the
nationalist issue, when the Indo-

_nesian Nationalist Party gained
control.

August 17, 1945 is Indonesian In-
.dependence :Day.. it marks the re-
surgance of organized labor. With-
.in a month a new Labor Front had
been -formed, headed .by Sjamsu
Udaja. It started its own private
ormy, a querrilla formation. This
grew unmder the auspices of ‘Mo-
hammed Sjarrifudin, but its impli-
-cation in the .attempted .Madiun
caup.d'etat in 1948 caused it, to be
liquidated in that year.

There soon appeared in Indo-
nesian labor a schism between
those who thought that it should
be organized on a feudal basis, as
primarily a union and secondly a
political grouping, and those
(mainly Stalinists) who wanted
a4 unified, centralized political
weapon.

In 1946 this divergenee of opin-
ion caused a split between these
two views, the former being put
forward mainly by Udaja and his
followers. By a clever piece of
strategy, Alimin, the
leader, managed to reunite the
two groups and a few other small
unions into SOBSI, the largest
federation in Indonesia. In 1947
it .affiliated to the World Federa-
tion of Trade Unions.

Shortly afterward four further
splits occurred. The first one, led
by Udaja, opposed the Linggad-
Jatti agreement with- the Dutch.
A second one came at the time of
the Madiun affair. It was engi-
neered by a labor organization of
the same political complexion as’
the British Labor Party and op-
posed the alignment with the Stal-
inists. A third, made by 12 unions
on the East Coast of Sumatra,
supported Sjahrir’s Socialist Par-
ty. A fourth defection was led by.
militants of the Murba Party

BANDUNG CONGRESS

In 1950 the latter group took
the initiative in_calling a meeting
to coordinate the activities of all
non-SOBSI unions. Fourteen la-
bor organizations were represent-
ed at this Bandung General Labor
Congqess. Its terms of reference
were “non political” in the sense_
that it contained members of vari-
ous shades of opinionAlso, it did
not want to be associated with the
obvious coherent “left” tendency
in Indonesia which:is prostituting
the country’s labor mevement in
the interests of Stalin’s foreign
policy. Its manifesto outlined a
policy “aiming at a secial- order
which will assure the wellbeing
and progress,of the whole Indo-
nesian people and the working
class in particular.”

All over Indonesia today #rade
unions are rising as a result of the
social need for them. Their policies
are often ill-defined and badly or-
ganized, .and they contain political-
eiements of many different hues.

Up till now three main groups.
have crystallized out. The Stalin-
ist SOBSI, the revolutionary so-
cialist (my term—D. A.) SOBRI,
and the Muslim Trade Unions.
There are besides a number of

individually strong local unions

not organized in federations. Inso-
far as the nationalist movement
in Indonesia developed at the
same time and in consonance with
the labor movement one ean ex-
pect that the latter interests will
have a great deal of influence on
the future of the country.
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The ISL Program
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The Independent Socialist League stands for
socialist democracy and against the two sys-
fems of exploitation which now divide the
werld: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
by any Fair Deal or other deal, so as to give
#he people freedom, abundance, security or
peace, It must be abolished and replaced by a
mew social system, in which the people ewn
mad control the basic sectors of the economy,
gemocratically controlling their own econemic
=ad political destinies. -

‘S#alinism, in Russia and wherever it holds
pewer, is a brutal totalitarianism—a new form
of exploitation. l#s agents in every country,
$the Communist Parties, are unrelenting ene-
mies of socialism and have nothing in commen
with socialism—which cannot exist without ef-

- fective democratic control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Stalinism
are foday at each other's throats in a werld-
wide imperialist rivalry for domination. This
struggle can only lead to the most frightful

‘'war in history so long as the people leave the

capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power. Inde-
stands for building ead
swrengthening the Third Camp of the peeple
against both war blocs,

The ISL, as a Marxist movement, locks to the
working class and its ever-present struggle as
the basic progressive force in society. The ISL
is organized to spread the ideas of socialism

In the labor movement and among all eother -

sections of the people. .

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle to bet-
ter the people's lot now—such as the fight fer
higher living standards, against Jim Crow and
anti-Semitism, in defense of civil liberties and
the trade-union movement. We seek to join te-
gether with all other militants in the laber
movement as a left force working for the for-
mation of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the figh¥ fer
socialism are inseparable. There can be weo
lasting and genuine democracy without soclal-
Ism, and there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner, join the
independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?
Get Acquainted

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, New York

O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL. '

1 I want to join the ISL.
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H-BOMB NO PROTECTION AGAINST WAR

By JACK STUART

Two weeks ago LABOR ACTION carried as its lead_ article a discus-
sion of the facts and the military and political sig_mﬁcance of the H
(for hydrogen) bomb. In the Sunday New York Times Magazine for

.November 30, Brigadier C. N. Barclay of the British Army, editor

of the Army section of Brassey’s Annual (the Br.iti.;sh armed fDFCG:‘S
yearbook), summarizes a recent article of his in_that journal and it is
this article which I wish to discuss this week.

Barclay tries to demonstrate “. . . that there is a gcosl chance . . .
that we may be spared the experience of an atomic war.” I sh_all first
outline the main points of his thesis and then analyse each in turn.

The first, and apparently most important, deterrent Barclay feels
is not the fear of human destruction but rather the consequences of
the widespread eeonomic dislocations and particularly thg impact on
the standard of living arising from a great war. He points out the
world-wide economic chaos resulting from each of the last world wars
and states (and correctly so) that “. . . there can be llttle_doubt that
a third world war on the 1914-18 or 1939-45 scale even with conven-
tional weapons would reduce the world to a cqndition_ of shambles.
If it was [sic] a nuclear war of long duration it is certain that deva:‘:—,
tation and disorganization of world economy would be irreparable,

From this alone he concludes, and here | agree, that if ™. .. mankind
is to survive at anything like the present standard of. life: we must
either give up war altogether or conduct it on a limited scale with con-
ventional weapons.” Since the first is but a pious hope the only alterna-
tive is the latter which is, of course, his main thesis. (I wish to empha-
size here that Barclay does not imply the destruction of the race nor
of the mechanical basis for our civilization in a "nuclear war™ but only
of the present standard of life. This position | made clear two wal‘rks
ago and it is important to bear it in mind during any sober discussion
of atomic warfare.) ; _

The second point is that military equality makes the issue o_f any
war in doubt; hence no nation starts a war unless it f‘eels that it has
the superior advantage. Since the size of the atomic stockp_lles is
unknown to the opposing members of the present giobal_ c_onﬁlct the
military leaders must assume at least atomric equality: this is a deter-
rant to atomie war. )

The third point is that atomic fuels are a very scarce raw n'wterlal
and the cost and complexities of manufacture make the atomic arms
so precious that this will prevent *. .. the indiscrim_inate use of this
weapon.” Thus the decision to use these weapons will reside at only
the top-command levels which, he implies, are endowed with an
unusual supply of responsibility to civilization and the human race.

Two of his minor points are of interest. One is that gas was u:*:ed
in World War I but not in World War II and this pl_'e(:cdent has sig-
nificant implications for the future. Secondly, that since the W_est‘ is
unlikely to be the aggressor and holds the sword of atomic retaliation
in its fist our potential enemy will probably not take the plunge espe-
cially since he still relies on human numbers rather than excellence
of equipment,

An Argument Used Before

The argument that the cextainty of widespread economic chaos
will operate as a deterrent to one form of warfare or anoth(?_r has
been used before (I recall serious discussions before World War II
in which this was the main support to the argument showing why a
large scale war could last no longer than four yvears!). However,
while thiz and the gas warfare precedent may be a significant argu-
ment for intra-class feuds other factors operate when two different
systems with totally different ruling classes are engaged in combat.
" As never before in the modern era this war, if fought, will necessarily
mark the end of one and or the other of these ruling clnss?_s u_nd ‘“I-e
systems they dominate. Each knows that its class existence will cease if
it loses the struggle; hence even long term chaos will be considered
preferable to oblivion. Furthermore, it is axiomatic that each new weapon
produces new defenses and tactics, and the A-bomb has certainly been
fruitful in this sphere of thought.

Just recently Major de Seversky (an American aircraft manufac-
turer, author of the World War II book Victory Through Air Power,
and an ex-Czarist Russian) outlined his strategy for global conﬂic_-t
which would militate against this widespread economic _chacs. His
plan, without recourse to a discussion of questions of military prac-
ticality, is simply this: The atom war is in three phases: (&) against
the enemy’s airfields—knocking out his immediate air strength; (b)
against his aircraft assembly plants—knocking out pr?mary repIaFe-
ments; and (c) against engine and airframe f_act:m'les; ‘no major
strikes against cities as such. Whether or not this is a military an-
swer is beside the point—it may, however, be a sufficient answer
which would set off the first A-bomb strike and even Barclay would
agree this would bring forth immediate atomic reprisals. Thus this
economic chaos argument is not a sufficient one to deter the use of
the atomic weapons. )

I turn now to major and minor points number two. Certainly
military equality makes the issue of a war in doubt and hence acts
as a deterrent. The West, however, has the H-bomb and at this in-
stant military equality is only a Russian hope of the future. If the

statement that the West cannot be the aggressor could be firmly proved '

then there would be no worries from this score. However, an immedi-
ate war is to the West's advantage for in the industrial build-up the
tremendous gap between Russia and the West now extant is only
lessened by time (the West's rate of industrial expansion is decreasing
while that of Russia is still inereasing)—witness the drive to inte-
orate the satellite economies with the Russian. For the next decade,
even with military equality, it is to the West’s advantage to force the
war issue for equality is only of military machines in the field not
from a total economic viewpoint—there the advantage lies, for the
present, with the West.

Finally the last point that the potential enemy does not have excel-
lent military machinery at his command is pure Western chauvinism.
After all a sword and spear economy would not be able to build the
very fine airframes and turbojets which make up the MIG-15 nor re-
place them at the fantastic rate at-which the UN airforce claims to
knock them out of the air. I wouldn’t stake a laboratory rat’s life on
the Russians’ inability to make fine, modern, complex, machinery—
to do so would be self-delusion and suicide.

Barclay’s whole point-of-view is then just another justification,
perhaps on a higher plane than usual, for the coming imperialist war.

-If this war ean be justified to enough people to get it _started, then
atomie weapons or no the “fat’s in the fire” and there is no return.

to vote.

licans fetched nine.

THE BYRD MACHINE, by William Man-
chester.—Harper's Magazine, November.

The Byrd machine in Virginia is a
unique institution. It is still a “rule by
gentlemen,” a monopoly of the state’s
politics in the hands of the “best fami-
lies.” The machine is so effective in con- SOl
trolling elections that few people bother

“Dr. Robert D. Meade,
history at Randolph-Mason Women'’s Col-
lege, has looked into this matter of voter
apathy and turned up some curious ex-
amples. His home city of Lynchburg,
with a population of 44,000 cast 879 votes
in the congressional election of 1946. A
city-wide meeting of Lynchburg Demo-
crats drew 42 people; another of Repub-
Moreover,
Meade’s findings clearly indicate that the
decline of enthusiasm among the Vir-
ginia electorate approximated the rise of
the machine. In the gubernatorial elec-
tion of 1885, over 86 per cent of the elp
state’s voter potential cast ballots; in the
same race sixty years later, only 9.4 per
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grd’s opposition to all social
‘measures which cost money is
pwn. He and his “gentlemen” keep
penditures to a minimum in Vir-

he average American family on
ts $47.98 a month; straitened
amilies receive $26.45, and the
fogram for helping ,dependent
iranks forty-first in the country.
.. £ Virginia’s mental health expen-
ditures i(rank) eighth from the bottom
ly one in four of Virginia’s adult
populatidn is ‘functionally illiterate,
i 8 than five years of school. Even
Arkansas, Tennessee, and Kentucky rank

. + the state’s expenditures for old-
~age assistance—$1.55 per
compared with the national average of
39.66—trail the nation . .
asimany old people are receiving state
in_Virgjnia as in the country at

d thy

inhabitant,

. less than half

are getting half as much

Bolivian Revolu

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, Nov.—A dele-
gation of Bolivian workers
in Santiago has furnished us
with concrete information
on the new turn of the po-
litical situation in their
country.

The nationalization of the
mines has been decreed, but
not according to the pro-
grant and wishes of the ma-
jority of the workers. The
nationalization bill Qrovides
for indemnity to the propri-
etors if they pay all taxes
and back debts to the gov-
ernment. Of course, the

_ question is purely theoreti-

cal since the government has
no money and hence will not
pay any indemnity. But the
workers regard the expro-
priation of the mines as a
legitimate claim of the revo-
lution.

More important is the
‘question of workers’ control.
This is a demand of the Cen-
tral Obrera (trade union
federation) and the unions,
and is legalized in the na-
tionalization bill, but‘in a
yellow, totalitarian form.

WORKERS' CONTROL

The Central Obrera had
demanded workers’ admin-
istration, that is, adminis-
tration of the mines by
workers’ committees elected
by general meetings of all
workers, and a national com-
mittee to be elected by all
mine committees. But the
government, while accepting
the principle of workers’
control formally, has passed
a bill which creates a Cor-
poration Minera Boliviana
as a great state mining trust
in the place of the three pri-
vate capitalist corporations.
In the new trust the repre-
sentatives of the workers are

_in a minority, and are to be

nominated by the govern-
ment, '

In this bureaucratic form,
workers' contrel has been
transformed into control

C o

over the workers. With this
capitalist  nationalization,
the Bolivian state, in which
the nationalist MNR now has
power, is transformed from
a weak political machine in-
to the sole employer of mine
workers with great eco-
nomic and political power.
Thus the position of the MNR

is stronger now not only'be-

cause of its control of the
most important resource of
the country, but also  be-
cause it now has the arqu-
ment that it has fulfilled the
first and most important
plank of the revolutionary
platform.

According to my informa-
tion, the situation has taken

a turn to the righf, and the,.{

position of the government
party is now stronger than
before. The cabinet crisis
will probably give ascend-
‘ency to the right wing of the
MNR, to the people who
come from the time of Vil-
laroel. 2 ;

STRUGGLE GOES ON

But this tendency to.the
right is opposed by the un-
easiness of the workers who
are discontended with ‘the
nationalization bill because
of the indemnity payment,
and who are also alarmed by
the danger of the burgau-
cratization of the mines and
thé dominance of the new
employers, the “comrades”
of yesterday. The struggle
is going on in the factories,
in the mines and in the un-
ions between two tenden-
cies: the rightist nationalist
tendency which seeks to re-
strict the revolution to!the
aims of the petty bour-

geois, and the workeps’ ten:

dency which wants to “be-
gin” the revolution now,
that is, to go over tothe
agrarian revolution, t§ a
workers’ government fand
workers’ control in thelen-
tire economy of the country.

In the last two meeii_ngs

of the Central Obrera E;i'he

2 o

on

rightist tendency under the
personal leadership of Lech-
in overcame the left tend-
ency and defeated the
"workers' bloc" led by the
POR. But now | have been in-
formed that new elections in
the factoery workers’ union
have given the left tendency
a large majority, and result-
ed in a defeat for the nation-
alists and Stalinists. The left
proletarian tendency is also
going to win a victory in the

building trades unions. If

this information proves to be
correct, the left tendency
should win a majority in the
Central Obrera Boliviana,
and Lechin's conirol over
this organization would be
ended. The workers would
then have a political organ
of their own through which
they can express themselves
both against the government
and the Nationalist Party.
It is quite possible that
these new facts have obliged
President Paz Estenssoro to
postpone the reorganization
of his cabinet to the end of
December, after the national
convention of the National-
ist party. Additional news
about the change in the re-
lationship of forces in the
Central Obrera will be avail-
able shortly. Lechin won his
“victory” on the nationaliza-
tion bill by a vote of 17 to
13, including the votes of
the Stalinists who supported

Lechin against the left ten--

dency. The Central Obrera
will re-consider the national-
ization bill, as the govern-
ment needs the support of
this representative workers’
body.

AGRARIAN REVOLUTION

The focus of the fight be-
tween nationalist and social-
ist tendencies is not only the
way in which the nationali-
zation is being achieved and
organized. Next on the agen-
da is; the agrarian revolu-
tion, promised by the presi-
dent, and awaited by the

millions~of Indian peasants,
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Is the “Beat Generation” Looking for a Faith?

By MARION REUTER

In a recent article in the
New York Times Magazine
Clellon Holmes character-
izes our generation as the
“beat generation.” Time
magazine, earlier, called us
the “silent generation.” Both
characterizations contain a
good deal of truth though
the reasons given and the
results expected do not.

Holmes, a young novelist
and a member of the gener-
ation he describes, explains
the word “beat” as meaning
“more than mere weariness,
it implies the feeling of hav-
ing been used, of being raw.
It involves a sort of naked-

Right

backed by the workers. As
we have pointed out before,
the government seeks to lim-
it the “agrarian revolution”
to the distribution of unpro-
ductive estates and the
granting of certain techiii-
cal aid to the farmers. This
means the preservation of
feudal property
and of the existing relations
of production in general,

But the peasants are wait-
ing for the land; they want
to destroy the feudal "Pad-
rones” completely, and they
are backed by the workers.
| believe that the agrarian
reform is more important to
the country as a whole than
the nationalization of the
mines, and will also have
more revolutionary conse-
quences. Because of the re-
sistance of the nationalist
party to agrarian reform,
the peasant war in the vil-
lages will support the work-
ers’ revolutionary struggle,
and can end in the creation
of a worker-peasant govern-
ment which can overcome
the present political power
and go beyond the limits of
capitalism in Bolivia as well.

‘Such a government would
have characteristics of
workers’ power and would
be forced, after carrying out
the agrarian reform, to pro-
ceed to socialist measures
such as workers’ control of
industry and the establish-
ment of a monopoly of for-
eign trade. '

The importance of such a
government does not lie In
its durability, but rather in
its capacity to destroy feu-
dalism for good and to ex-
haust the present potentiali-
ties of the revolution. Hence
such a government should
not be considered a political
adventure, because it could
be the starting point for
similar revolutions in Peru,
Chile, Colombia, Venezuela,
Paraguay and other back-
ward Latin American coun-
tries. :

" remember

relations

ness of mind, and, ultimate-
ly, of soul; a feeling of being
reduced to the bedrock of
consciousness. In short, it
means being undramatically
pushed up against the wall
of oneself.” s

LOST GENERATION

We are the chldren of the
lost generation, the flappers
and jazz boys of the twen-
ties. Only our grandparents
“normal times”
and everyone expects pleas-
ant fairy tales from grand-
parents. We cannot remem-
ber the twenties though we
read about them nostalgical-
ly. Our earliest memories
are of the depression, of eat-
ing for a week the spaghetti
into which our unfortunate
father had dropped a ciga-
rette; our adolescence co-
incided with the -second
world war or the long hys-
teria which preceded it. We
remember wondering what
the newspapers would use
for headlines if the war were
ever over; we have never
had a chance to find out.

And now in a period which
we cannot call peace but
which many of us can re-
gard as a protracted fur-
lough we respond in two
ways to the pressures of our
generation, to having been,
and expecting to be, used,
Some of us try to build for
ourselves an oasis of normal-
cy : we buy a house in Levit-
town, a car, a television set,
and we vote for Eisenhower,
Others seek to burn the can-
dle at both ends on the the-
ory that it makes a lovely
light; we are. “sent” by jazz,
we ‘drink, we take mariju-
ana, and we vote for Steven-
son. (This does not imply a
criticism of Stevenson.) To
socialists either sort of life
and either sort of vote is un-
constructive.

Clellon. Holmes believes
that our generation s
searching for convictions.
He compares us with Stav-
rogin in Dostoevski's The
Possessed who committed
suicide when he could not
find faith. He says that we
are desperately searching

for beliefs, almost any be-
liefs, and illustrates the
search with the suggestion
that young copywriters read
God and Man at Yale during
their Sunday afternoon hang-
overs. The young copy-writ-

ers | know read Buckley for .

laughs. They and the great
majority of our generation
do not seem to be searching
for conviction but to be
avoiding it.

They are amused at, or

suspicious (or both) of* any
conviction or any - person
who has convictions. And to
some extent this is a healthy
attitude for they have had
ample illustrations of the de-
velopment of reactionary
fanaticism in Russia, in Ger-
many, and perhaps-now in
the United States. If they
are searching for conviction
they are not searching “des-
perately.” They are consid-
ering the solutions offered
them cooly, even cynically.

REALISTIC APPRAISAL

Holmes’ article as well as Time
magazine's earlier one indicate
some of the beliefs that our gen-
eration does accept. There are
others which their editors might
find even less satisfactory. But we
will begin with the ones they men-
tion.- Our young men, they say,
do not plan to “be-their own boss-
es” but to find jobs in big cor-
porations. Our editors are shock-
ed. But it would seem a truism
that the conviction that the day
of small business and free enter-
prise is over is based on a more
realistic apraisal of the facts of
economic life than that of the gen-
eration which jumped out of win-
dows in '29. And our young men
not only accept calmly the fact
that they probably will never own
their own steel mills, they also
accept the fact that they may not
be able to squeeze a satisfactory
living- out of their corporation
solely by their own efforts. They
join unions; they even create new
ones. When insurance agents and
engineers - begin to organize one
may be sure that some convietions
are in gperation though they may
not be those shared by the big
business of publishing. e

In the day of subversive lists, of
loyalty oaths, of guilt by associa-
tion, of the banning of lecturers
with unorthodox asseciations from
campuses, of firing of teachers for
their beliefs and the expulsion of
students for theirs, Time and the
New York Times (including its lib-
eral education editor) find it pos-
sible to criticize our generation
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Opinions and policies expressed in the course of signed articles
by contributors do mot mecessarily represent the views of
Labor Action, which are given in editorial statementa,

because it does not “issue mani-
festos, make speeches or carry
posters."” They deprive it of jobs
when it does and then mourn the
lost enthusiasm of youth,

Yet the fact is that three sig-
nificant youth movements have
been organized since V-J Day.
The American Veterans Commit-
tee had an extremely liberal if
not radieal program. It committed
suicide in an effort to avoid being
labeled “red.” The militant ap-
proach of the Young Progressives
of America also appealed to large
numbers of youth until the fact
of its Stalinist control discredited
it politically and brought forth
the inevitable
campus authorities, The Students
for Democratic Action began with
the more conservatize young lib-
erals and’ was soon largely ab-
sorbed into the Democratic Party.
If there is today no “mass” or-
ganization of liberal or radically
oriented youth, is it to be really
expected in the face of this record
of failure, disorientation and per-
secution?

POLITICS DANGEROUS

Polities, the discussion of social
questions, above all moral com-
mitment to a “cause” have be-
come unpopular, not to mention
dangerous. Yet without much fan-
fare, students in colleges all over
the country have been partly re-
sponsible for one of the few pro-
gressive developments of our time.
That is the admission of Negroes
to many schools from which they
had been barred, and their inte-
gration in schools where they were
admitted. Granted that other for-
ces were operating, the activities
of students and the pressure they
applied undoubtedly hastened the
process immeasurably. Even in
the South polls of students (and,
most often, students initiated the
polls) indicated that the majority
favored admissions. Sometimes
demonstrations were organized in
favor of it. In other places they
expressed their convietions by
electing Negro students to cam-
pus offices and by admitting them
to social organizations . from
which they had been barred. At
Oklahoma they quietly removed
the Jim Crow signs day after day
until the administration stopned
replacing them. While this may
not- seem, and in truth is not
really indicative of a high level
of political consciousness, yet it
does indicate that where the bar-
riers are not impermeable, the
young generation is capable of-
morally oriented behavior. A be-
lief in human brotherhood is not
such a small thing, and it is one
of , youth’s convictions.

Our generation is a “beat gen-
eration.” In a dying economy it
has been used, it expects to be
used and it has not yet found a
way to prevent being used. Per-
haps it is not even trying. But if
it *is desperately searching for
anything it is for a way not to be
used and it is‘not, as Mr. Holmes
has said, for a faith in any of the
old values to which it has been
sacrificed.

Leon Trotsky’s
“STALIN>

The definitive biography -
of the Kremlin's master

This book is out of print,
but we have a number of
copies available for

$6.00 :

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street, N. Y. @,
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Ih "Daily Worker "-Apologizes;WIrilé the Prague Trial 'ﬁfmpbasizés That :

.By ALBERT GATES

PRAGUE, 1984—The democratic people’s gov-
ernment of Czechoslovakia were avenged when
the high court rendered its verdict in the Slansky
spy trial. No one was surprised at the verdict
of guilt because history has shown that the lead-
ers of the fatherland know how to vrise to the
defense of their country, especially when they
are so0 excellently divected by the leaders of the
Greater Fatherland of Russia. Rudolph Slansky,
foreign agent who wormed his way into the post
of secretary of the Communist Party, and Viadi-
mér :Clementis who, by underhunded tricks be-
came foreign minister until he was exposed,
kave been sentenced to hang with mine other
defendants for betraying the country.

Three defendants were sentenceg to life im-
prisonment. These three were minor figures who
were dlmost innecent puppets of Slansky., The
verdict on them shows that our Stalinist state
really knows how to temper justice with mercy.

‘But none of them will be really missed, be-
cause the Stalinist state knows how to renew its
teadership. Even awhen Slansky and Clementis
were directing the affairs of the country, there
were far more capable and truly patriotic peo-
ple waiting to assume their rightful places in
the leadership. They would have done so long
"ago had not the plotters and agents of Israel pre-
vented them. We will now go on stronger than
ever under our leader, Joseph Stalin, the great-
est benefactor mankind has ever known, who
gave us the historical slogan: :

STRENGTH THROUGH PURGE!

[ ] ,
o M any of our readers thinks the above report of the
puzge trial in Prague as an exaggeration, then he has not
foHowed life in the Stalinist jungle for the past two dec-
ades: The pattern set in the successive Moscow trials has
vepeated itself in the satellite states, in Albania, Bulgaria,
I(igx_ngary, Rumania and Poland. The Czech trial just
happened to be the biggest, but it is merely another, or
pethaps:the first in a new round-robin. For there is still
Armna-Pauker in Roumania and Gomulka in Poland, and

behind them still others. The purges have never ceased
behind: the Iron Curtain. Of prominent leaders known to

have been executed, we can count one in Albania, three -

in:Hungary and one in Bulgaria. .

- The reasons for the present purge in Czechoslovakia
are several and these we outlined in our previous article.
Pirst,.the necessity of strengthening the Kremlin's domi-
natien -of the satellite states by sure regimes; second,
inereasing the- direct -domination of Stalin’s Russian
agents_jn these countries (what better reason is there
for this than the proven unreliability of so many of the
farmer national leaders) ; third, strengthening the war
alianee-of the Stalinist states; and fourth, the production
of ‘seapegoats for the enormous political and economic
diffieulties which these countries experience as a result of

their isoldation from the world>markeét and the ruthless .

epgngmic ‘exploitation they suffer at the hands of Great
Russia.

Daily Worker to Rescue

The world clearly saw the utterly reaetionary nature
of the trials in their anti-Semitic character. The regime
drew attention to eleven defendants as Jews: This alone
was ealculated to incite the basest feelings in the people
at Targe. But when the regime in Moscow, .speaking
through ‘Czech mouthpieces, charged them with being the
ﬁi:fne'.'ipals in an international Zionist plot originating in

Terror Is a Political Policy

Tel Aviv and Washington, it was playing for support of
neo-Nazis in‘Germany and the Arab League in the Middle
East. The Stalinist prosecutor borrowed from such illus-
trious predecessors as Goebbels, Streicher and the Mufti.

In the United States, the Stalinist party and its Daily
Worker were, as usual, unprepared for the turn which
the Prague trial took. Without a line from Moscow—it
makes no difference whether it comes directly or in-
directly, or whether it is picked up from the proceedings
itself—the Daily Worker did not know what to say. So
it merely recorded in a few brief lines that a trial was
taking place in Prague against “traitors.” A news report,
that is all.

The loyal Stalinist editors, working under the direction
of loyal party leaders, knew this was insufficient. In the
first place, the Kremlin expects not only obedience, but
enthusiastic efdorsement of all its actions and detailed
expositions, Secondly, the anti-Semitic aspects of the trial
had produced #he sharpest reactions throughout the worid,
but nowhere more than among Jews in the United Stafes.

The long silent Daily Worker therefore finally caught
up with the Prague Trial. In an editorial of Monday,
Dec. 1, entitled, “Who was Caught at Prague?” the edi-
tors wrote a slavish defense of the trial, in which stu-
pidity is exceeded only by mendaciousness. It goes with-
out saying that the eymical toels who edit the paper re-
peat every Stalinist slander and lie about the defendants.
A Stalinist .mind never doubts because it never thinks.
It t;;n]y believes and follows. Therefore, Slansky and his

LABOR ACTION

co-defendants are “fellow-spies,” and everything eritieal
that has been said about the trials is, in the deadly
prose of the Daily Worker, “a heavy dose -of lies
calculated, deliberate lies. . . .” ]

Then it comes. Everyone knows that only the indict-

=

-ments and confessions have been made public, that not a

single foreign correspendent was. permitted to attend
the trial. Nobody knows what went on behind the scenes
or -how the confessions were obtained. There was no legiti-
mate defense counsel present who might have carried on
an independent investigation to challenge the premises
of the government. Nene of the  individuals .in Great
Britain, France, Israel or the United States who were

named as co-conspirators were called as witnesses or’

permitted into the eountry for the purpose of challenging
the alleged evidence of the confessions. Yet, the Daily
Worker, in face of this frame-up, now writes quite indig-
nantly: ’

Remotest Resemblance . . .

“The Prague trials have been broadcast to all of
Europe, every single word. But the reports we have been
getting in the press have only the remotest resemblanc
to what the actual trials have been, and what they re-
vealed.” .

What was the trial and what did it reveal? That the
defendants were framed-up. Yet the Daily Worker repeats

(Continued bottom of next page)

I'BELONG ON THE GALLOWS”

“I come from a German Jewish petty-bourgeois
dector’s family in Liberac. . . . Though I entered
"‘the Communist Party I remained inwardly a smug,
petty-bourgeois, intellectual without nationality.”
Ludvik Frejka, former economic adviser
to President Gottwald.

“T evaluate myself as a eriminal who deserves
the most severe punishment. As.a conspirator, I am -
“responsible for every act and crime committed by
every member of .our conspiratorial center. I am of
Jewish origin. In what-countries does anti-Semitism
flourish? In the United States and in Great Britain.

! T allied myself with the espionage services of these
ceuntries. In which state is there a law against
racism and anti-Semitism? In the Soviet Union. I
allied myself against the- Soviet Union with™ the
anti:Semites, with the American, British and
Prench -espionage agencies. I was a writer. The
beautiful formulation says of a writer, that he is
the engineer of human souls. What sort of engineer
of souls was I sinece I poisoned souls? -Such an
engineer of souls as I belongs on the gallows.”

André Simone, former editor of Rude Pravo.

-

Why the Prague Purge?

The.Prague trial against the “repulsive gang
of Trotskyite-Titoist Zionists, bourgeois-nation-
alists, cosmopolites, war criminals,” led by the
“sprch-scoundrel Slansky” has ended. In order to
make some sense out of the ritualistic proceed-
ings of the Prague trial, it is necessary to real-
ize, that its fourteen victims formed a group
only by virtue of the trial itself. They were ar-
rested at different times, under different eircum-
stances and for different reasons. Altogether,
there were three waves of arrests leading up to
the trial, and their sequence yields at least some
clues beyond the theory of scapegoatism.

1.-CLEMENTIS

“Rarly in 1951, after a dramatic police hunt

and a month-long official silence, the arrest of

Vladeo Clementis, former minister of forgign af-
fairs, was made public. If the Kremlin wanted

to put its hand on a potential “homme de liaison”.

of President Geottwald with the oudside world,
Clementis was the man te take. In any case, the
arrest of Clementis meant a persenal and po-
litical loss for Gottwald,

- H. SLANSKY

Simultaneously with the arrest of Clementis,
the regime announced other arrests: some Slo-
vak compatriots of Clementis, people not on very
friendly terms with Gottwald; some provincial
CP secretaries, protégés of Slansky, the secre-
tary general; several “Moscow-men,” grey emi-

‘nences: in the Secretariat, Geminder; in the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Arthur London; in
the Ministry of Defense, Bedrich Rejcin; and in
the Ministry of Interior, Karel Svab.

This series of arrests culminated in the dis-
grace of Rudolf Slansky himself in September
1951. It was accompanied by an over-all reshuf-
fle of the party and state apparatus in which the
economic bureaucracy, planners as well as man-
agers, gained most at the expense of the auton-
omy of the party machine.

As Slansky had been an old-time rival of
Gottwald, his fall and the crippling of his appa-
ratus must be counted as a victory for Gottwald.

lll. FREJKA

The final wave of arrests came during the
first months of 1952. It included several top men
of the economic bureaucracy, the main social
basis of Gottwald’s faction> The most prominent
among them was Ludvik Frejka, Gottwald’s eco-
nomic adviser. With him disappeared another
top economist, Goldman, and a whole list of
General Managers. From the Ministry of For-
eign Trade were purged Evzen Loebl and Rudolf

Margolius, the latter knewn as negotiator on in-
ternational trade conferences. -

At this point of the development, prime min-
ister and unofficial ruler of the trade union ap-
paratus, Zapotocky, emerged as the chief ‘de-
nouncer of Frejka. It was Zapotocky, too, who
initiated the drive against Zionism. (In this con-
nection it should be noted that Zapotocky may
be, .according to some indications, a protégé of
Malenkov. Cf. article by Daniel Simon ‘in the
French publication - Masses-Information, July-
August 1952.)

-~

THE TRIAL .

Whatever the stakes may have been in these
purges and counter-purges, whatever t—hq eon-
crete “modus operandi” .of the police-machine or
machines, whatever the agents through which
the interested parties negotiated and influenced
the preparation of the trial, all this motivating

An artificial common denominator was found
for all the disparate groups of the aecused:
Zionism, propped up by Titoism (Trotskyite)
and bourgeois-nationalism, all of them being at
the service of “anti-Semitic Anglo-American
imperialism.”

The double purpese of this anti-Zionist orgy
is clear: :

(1) It serves Russian political interests in the
Middle East.

(2) Still more important is its mystifying
function of a cover thrown over the game which
the competing Great Inquisitors play behind the
scenes.

(3) Probably a third intention was in the
minds of the stage-managers: to channel by the
same token the widespread popular anti-Stalin-
ism into the dirty bed of popular anti-Semitism
{(why should one reactionary regime be less des-
perate and more original than any other?)

Indeed, under the broad cloak of anti-Zion-
ism even some scapegoatish side issues found
their place. Thus Mr. Frejka was made respon-
gible for the rationing, for the high cost of liv-
ing, for the chaes in planning, for too much in-
vestment and for too little investment, etc.

But there was no indication whatever of the
real forces behind the trial. It was the expres-
sion of a temporary compromise, the resultant
of the tension between the domestic Stalinist
bureaucracy and the Kremlin, the point of an
unstable equilibrium between the Russian -com-
munist factions and their Czechoslevak eounter-
parts. All these participants prefer to have their
conflicts (and alliances) hidden from the public.
To bring them into the open would mean incal-
culable risks for all. :

’ ]
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background was ironed out at the final perform-
_ance. .
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Readers of L

'HIGH NOON" SEEN AS INSIDIOUS WAR

* To the Editor:

On the basis of a recent super-
lative review in LABOR ACTION of
the filnx High Noon, I betook my-
self to the loeal flea pit which
shows second-run movies, Pre-
pared by Philip Coben for “not
eonly a good film but a great film,”
F emerged profoundly shocked at
the reviewer’s political insensibili-
ties. The film is a pro-war, “anti-
isolationist” propaganda " piece,

straight out of the OWI of World

War 2%. How the reviewer man-
agaed to.bypass its blatant inter-
national implicatiens, and see only
an epic of personal courage, in the

face of secial opposition and
apathy is-a mystery.
The metaphorical situation

posed imr the film is so transpar-
ent that ouly a child eould miss it.
A respectable, law-abiding West-
ern community is ‘“threatened by

© the invasion of a hated gunman,”
to use the words of the LABoOR

~aACTION reviewer. The gunman
‘and his cronies, throughout the
film, are presented as naked sym-
bols of Ewil Power. They strut
their musele,. parade their hard-
ware, look ugly as sin, are utterly
ruthless and without pity. As they
goon-squad their way down the
strzet, the rumble of Russian
tanks can be heard by the discern-
irg in the back#ound.

The aspect of their “invasion”
which receives greatest emphasis

is its absolute inevitability: there

is no escaping their coming, no
place to hide, and No Way Out:
except to face them and shoot it
out. This inevitability is empha-
sized by suech mechanicat devices
as the clock, the railroad schedule,
and the stretch of tracks down
which the train is certain to ap-
pear at High Noon. “Don’t wor-
ry,” says one citizen, “Frank (the
Gumman) will be on that train.”

What is the response of the

democratic community to this in-
vagion? To a man (except for Our

Hero) they refuse to do their
duty. They talk when they should
be acting; they equivocate; they
pass the buck; they flee; they
manage not to be home; in one
way or another they chicken out.
Faced with an unpleasant but ab-
solutely necessary task of defense,
they fold up. Metaphorically, they
dodge the draft. Cruecial is the
nature of the responsibility they
refuse, It is a responsibility to
perform an act, of .violence (from
a posse). It is clear to all that
blood must spill, heads must roll,
and coffins be filled beforefnight.
It is counter-violence, in the face
of utter ruthlessness, from which
they shrink.

+ Equally impertant is what lies
at stake. This is nothing less than
the entire peace-loving and law-
abiding basis of the community.
If Frank Miller returns, the
streets will not be safe for a de-
cent woman: Everyone realizes
that “law and order” is at stake,
but nobody is willing to make the
requisite sacrifice to insure a
peaceful community. They will not
undertake the necessary “police
action.”

Into this arena steps a deviant:=~
a man of highest persomal cour-
age, willing to stand up and be’
counted for what he believes, even
if he has to do it alone. Now these
are virtues in themselves to be
admired—especially the ability to
1esist social pressures of the
strongest sort. But to compare
this man with Karl Liebknecht,
or any left-wing deviant, is pre-
posterous. We have only to ask
“In what did this man believe?”
to grasp the distinction. There is
no separation of law and justice
in his struggle, as in that of a
Liebknecht, a Gandhi, or any so-
cial vevolutionary. To this man,
taw and justice are one. His cour-
age, his sacrifice, are employed in
the service of the status quo—the
paradise of law and order which
he, as marshall, has created for
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the town. He never challenges the
social values of the community in
any way. He is only more ortho-
aox than the others in their de-
fense. He is a radieal rightist,
who isists upon a “pure’” applica-
tion of the tribal norms.

He is the vigilante par excel-
lence—the man who is alert (vigi-
lant) to danger while his fellows
sleep. He is the 200 per cent law-
abiding American who wants only
to enforce the laws and defend
them against the laxity and ne-
glect ‘and compllaceney of society.
He is a stubborn “fundamental-
ist,” whose actions condemn his
fellows as backsliders. He is an
American Legion hero, a super-
patriot who courageously, and at
the risk of his own life, reminds
the citizenry of its unpleasant re-
¢ponsibilities—in this case to bear
arms against an “invading” gang’-
ster, The theme of the movie is
the familiar Paul-Revere theme,
or in more modern terms, the For-
Whom-the-Bell-Tolls theme: the
Kedcoats, or the Fascists, or the
North - Koreans are coming: to
arms!

Among the more sinister as-
pects of the film, validating the
hero's essentially vigilante role,
is his semi-legal status through-
out. It is never quite clear wheth-
er or not the hero's extremely ef-
Tfective counter-violence is invest-
ed with legal authority. He has
officially resigned as town mar-
shall early in the story, and he re-
turns to his pest at a merve per-
sonal whim.

The episode of the wife is in-
teresting as evidence of conscious
intent on the part of the film's
producers. Like her fellow-towns-
men, she deserts her husband in
his erisis, but on the explicit ideo-
logical grounds thot she is a
Quaker and abhers violenee! Her
essential “womanhood,” however,
comes through in the pinch, and
“in defense of her man,” she
shoots one of the attacking goons.

This ideological plant is altogeth-
er too obvious to be an aceident.
When did a Quaker pacifist last
appear in a Western?

It would be a mistake, however,
te regard the film as primarily
anti-pacifist. Though from the
viewpoint of the film-makers, the
wife is clearly in ideological er-
ror, she is redeemed in the end by
her act of violence. Our hostility
and disgust go out not to her, but
to the townsmen, who are the real
ideological antagonists of the film.
American public opinion, even in
the face of this most unpopular
war, has never been seriously
pacifist. Indifference, evasion,
apathy, unwillingness to make the
blood sacrifice, is another matter.

The film attempts to contend
with this ill-defined, half-anti-
war, half-isolationist sentiment,
which recently crystallized into a
vote for Eisenhower, and which
the American ruling class rightly
fears. When in the final scene our
victorious hero. throws down his
marshall’s badge in bitter scorn
of the surrounding townspeople,
it is their “isolationist” sentiment,
their ‘“Jack of responsibility”
which is rebuked. The film is thus
a thinly-veiled argument for “col-
lective security”: with 12 armed
deputies, successful defense of the
community would have been as-
sured.

However obliquely, this film is
an attempt by the head-fixing in-
dustry to cope with the unpopu-
larity of the Korean War. It is a
aeliberate attempt to finesse
movie andiences into girding their
loins for the permanent “police-
actions” which lie ahead. We so-
cialists: are altogether too relue-
tant to attribute conscious manip-
ulations-to those who eontrol the
mass media, even in the face of
clear evidence like the notorious
issue of Colliers prepared at the
suggestion of the War Depart-
ment. High Noon is simply a prod-
uct of our internal “Vaice - of
America” program, strictly for
purposes of building morale on

the home front.

- As for the hero's high courage, '

and his Liebknecht-like ability to.
stand alone against society—this
misses the point entirely. In a
democratic society, it is precisely
the fascist’s determination to buck
the current, to resist social pres-
sure, and even to play the martyr,
that is one of his outstanding
characteristics. Anyone familiar
with Bill Buckley's career at Yale
will recognize the patterng Even
policemen can be courageous upon
occasion, and even fascists-may be

-willing to lay down their lives in

splendid isolation for what they
believe.

REPLY b

As one who also viewed “High
Noon,” I must admit that the
“metaphorical situation” seen imr
it by Bob Bone escaped me com-
pletely. [ was not, I fear, discern-
ing enough to hear the Russian
tanks rumbling in the background,
thoagh I am usually rather sensi-
tive to that kind of thing. If this
was indeed the intention of the
movie-makers, it is a good bet
that they completely failed in
their purpose as far as the vast
majority of their audience is eon<
cerned. E

It appears to me that there is
reasonable basis for argument as
to whether the film’s meaning to
most people emphasized the social
virtue of standing against the
stream even alone, if need be, or
the idea that the masses are likely
to desert their own: best interests
in the face of danger. The moti-
vations in the film ave sufficiently
complex and subtle to permit the
viewer to be impressed: by the film
in the direction in which he al-
ready inclinés. But to read into it
an obvious analogy to the Korears
war, a defense of the statug gque
as “against radieal change ., .'.
that is stretching things a" bit,
This remains so, it seems to fae,
despite the undeniably dirty side>
swipe at pacifism.—G. H. !

Bob BONE- '

(Continued from page 6)
the charges.as though they were true. The defendants were

Yo "nest .of paid spies. planted in some cases many years

back, in some cases during the war years or immediately
after. The Mitler Gestapo recruited some of these spies in
the concentration camps [the Jews, no doubt—A. G.I:

. others were in the service of the British and Washington

intelligencé services.” Which one of the defendants? When?
Where? The Daily Worker doesn't know a thing about the
trial. The editors merely repeat the slqndérs of the regime.
They kndw as little about the details of the frameup as
anyone else with the difference that they helieve in if,
while the non-Stalinist world knows that the trial is false,
fro:i beginning fo end. :

The venality of the Daily Worker editors is again
illustrated by the following: “It is known that the U. S..
army officials seized the Gestapo files in the closing
months of the war. Here they found a treasure trove of
agents ready to their hand. And they sure used them.”
The implication is clear: the Americans have employed

ex-Nazi spies. But—eleven of them turn out to be Jews!

The charge that the Prague trial is anti-Semitic or
has anti-Semitic implications and intentions is dismissed
with: “The truth is -exactly [sic!] the opposite. The
truth is that a-gang of political agents plotting a crime
aguinst Czech democracy was caught.

“The truth is that certain top cireles [who?] in the
state of Israel were low enough to betray the interest of

“that new state by using its officials [which?] as a cover-

up-for the espionage of the worst anti-Semites and reac-
tienaries in the U.S.A., headed by John Foster Dulles
and his brother Allen, a noterious, intelligence operator.
Certain Zionist officials have used their theory—which
offers the racist idea that all Jewish people must return
to I-‘srael"si'me they canmot work in equality with non-
Jewish peoples who are; according to this theory, inher-
ently anti-Semitic—as a cloak for political crimes against
the new people’s governments of Eastern Europe [is this
a hint of new trials elsewhere?].

Struck Blow at Jews

. “Certain top Israel circles have eagerly recruited
themselves [recruited themselves, yet!] as ‘a reliable
bastion for Western Democracy’—that is, as. hirelings of
the Pentagon, the State Department and the U. S. mili-
tary intelligence. In so doing, they have struck a blow at
the Jewish people of Israel, at the new state of Israel, at
the pregressive people everywhere, not least. against the
Jdewish eeminunity in the United States.”

S L N T T

. So you see, it is not the trial which has raised the
anti-Semitic flares again. The Jews themselves are re-
sponsible, and, in the first place, the Israeli government.
The reactionary anti-Jewish Arab League will surely re-
fmember these kind words of the Duaily Worker.

Having implicated the Isroeli government in one para-
graph. the editors seek to molify the Jews in the next by
writing that "It is the enemies of peace, of democracy,
of the state of Israel as distinct from its present govern-
ment circles, who have been caught. For that al Americans,
all friends of the state of Israel, all enemies of anti-
Semitism, should be grateful."

There it is, the logic of Stalinist cunning: “bad Jews”
are the real anti-Semites because they incite resentment
by their acts. Isn’t that what “friends” of the Jews have
said through the decades and the centuries?

To prove that no anti-Semitism was present in the
trial and no harm was intended the Jews or their organi-
zations, the editors add: - '

“It is no crime to hold Zionist beliefs in Czechoslo-
vakia, though Zionism is reactionary whether it be in
the U.S.A. or in Prague.”

No Crime ... ?

No crime? The trouble is that the‘editors of the Daily
Worker are always a day late in getting their cabled
news and instructions, for the prosecutor in the trial
declared:

“It is no accident that of the fourteen accused, eleven
are the product of Zionist organizations. [Who? Slansky,
Geminder, Frank, Fischel Frejka or London? When were
they Zionists and to what organizations did they be-
long?—A.G.] The danger of Zionism has increased with
the foundation of the Zionist state of Israel by the Ameri-
cans. [Who is striking a blow against the Jewish people
of Israel?—A. G.] Zionism and Jewish bourgeois nation-
alism are two sides of the same coin, which was minted
in Wall Street,”

No anti-Semitism intended, please. Anti-Semitism
was present only in the trial of the convicted atomie
bomb spies, Julius and Ethel Rosenbierg, a trial which
the Daily Worker ignored almost completely in an effort
to prove no connection with, sympathy for, or knowledge
of, t_he: Rosenbergs. Now it is engaged in the world-wide
Stalinist campaign in their behalf, denounecing their con-
viction which, it declares, was based on anti-Semitism.
- The Prague Trial brings to mind once more how Stal-
inism devours -its own. Throughout its history, tens of
thousands of loyal Stalinists have been destroyed by the

this phenomenon? K.
~ Of course, the charges of the Stalinist hierarchy againsk

Lrutal regimes: If we take seriously the charges of the
never-ending frame-up trials, we imust conclude that it
is in the natwure of Stalinism as a system to produce
traitors, spies, saboteurs, and agents of foreign powers.
Such men are not found in the lower echelons of power;
they are not part of the gray rank and file mass. They
are always leaders, heads of governments, the main
functionaries of the party, the principal heads of the
economy. ' ZoE

Why So Many Traitors?

No corrupt Stalinist functionary or agent dares think

too long on this riddle. Why is it that ne other regime in. -

history, no other social order, has ever produced so many
foreign agents, wreckers, traitors, and saboteurs? Is
there somethirg in the nature of Stalinism as a soeial,
pelitical and economic movement that is responsible for

its victims are nothing but lies. Stalinist states produce wd.
more of the above-mentioned types than any other state.
Perhaps even less, because the totalitarianism of the re-
gime makes such proctices mare difficult. ¥ this is not the
case, why daes the regime persist in a practice which
conveys the impression that its ranks are always filled
with enemies who are unceasingly engaged in undermining
it? And why are these always outstanding leaders?

It is not easy to understand the totalitarian mind.
But totalitarian regimes characteristically and periodi-
cally employ the violence of the purge and frame-up trial
to solidify the bureaucratic power of the state. The threat

against the individual is permanent. Terror is a politieal -

policy. It signifies political changes; it needs scapegoats
te explain mistakes and failures; it seeks out signs of
hesitation, doubt, and independent thought as dangers to
the regime.” :

The greatest fears of the totalitarian masters are:
contradiction, conflicting facts, argument, the truth. The
bureaucrats therefore suppress all means of expression.
Under such conditions they can say and do as they please,
What difference does it make how big the lie, how in=
famous the charge, how brutal the persecution? 3

That is how a Prague frame-up trial can take place,
The poor Stalinist functionaries who are its victims be-

" lieve so strongly in the regime, are so stricken with fear @ .
for their families and friends, or feel so hopelessly lost, .
disappointed and crushed by the way their world has
collapsed around theny, -that they become the perfect

foils for the bloediest reginie the world has ever known—
Stalinist Russia.

]
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. country, he had in mind the

kind of people who now com-
pose the cabinet. It makes no
difference that the men mak-
ing up the president-elect’s
official family are not gener-
ally talented men, that they
are tory-minded, believing

. firmly in the destiny of mon-

opoly wealth. They are the
successful ones.

ALL FOR BUSINESS -
- We have never had any-

“thing but a bourgeois gov-

ernment in this country. The
various administrations
have varied from types of

eonservatism to the reform- -

ist New Deal and Fair Deal
governments. In all of these
there have been wealthy
men, businessmen, and con-
Republican ad-
ministrations have had a
larger share of them than
the Democratic, at least in

- this century. But we do not

recall a previous cabinet,
even the Harding, Coolidge
or Hoover administrations
(which we checked) and.
which functioned during the
prosperity period, that was
weighted so flagrantly in be-
half of the business inter-
ests, or one that reflected the
power of a single corpora-
tion, 'as the one selected by

. Eisenhower. It contains- the

‘president of General Motors,
its largest distributor of
Chevrolets and Cadillacs in
4£he- Northwest and perhaps
its largest Chevrolet distrib-
utor in the Middle West, if
not in the whole country.
Through General Motors,
the DuPont Corporation is
also represented in the ad-
ministration; the “Mellon”
interests are not neglected
since the new secretary of
the -tregsury is George M.
Humphrey of Ohio.

" Here is a list of the cabi-
net members who have been
_selected up to now; and those
in near-cabinet posts of im-
~portant standing.

John Foster Dulles, Sec-
vetary of State. A conserva-
tive corporation lawyer, se-
nior partner in the largest

- law firm in New York, spe-

cializing in corporation law,

" and a director of 15 corpora-
> . fions. Maker of Republican

foreign policy and active in
tHe Roosevelt and Truman
administrations in foreign
affairs as representative of
Republican bi-partisan pol-
iey.

 Charles E. Wilson, Secre-
tary of Defense. President of
General Motors. The corpo-
‘ration and its officers were

_active in the GOP conven-

tion to bring about Eisen-
hower’s nomination. Salary

 and bonuses in 1951, before

taxes, were_l$566,200.
George M. Humphrey,

. Secretary of the Treasury.

Head-of the M. A. Hanna

~Co., named after the old
- GOP leader in Ohio, Mark
-~ Hanna.
< Gen. Lucius Clay, present
~ chairman
~ Can-Co. Hanna interests em-
-brace. banking, steel,

Recommended by

of Continental

iron, -

coal, oil, natural gas, copper,
rayon, plastics and shipping.
Interests in Pittsburgh Con-
solidation Coal Co, the
world’s largest producer of
soft coal.

A GM STALWART

Donald McKay, Secretary
of the Interior. Governor of
Oregon. Owns Chevrolet and
Cadillac agency. Chevrolet
agency reputed to be one of
the largest in Oregon. Op-
poses federal development of
hydro-eleetric power and
more TVA’s, defending in-
terests of private utilities.
Selected for the post pre-
cisely because he is a con-
servative in the matter of
public power and public
lands. With his political
weather-eye always open, he
is a joiner of .organizations.
These include the American
Legion, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, — Shriners, Knights
Templar, Elks,. Eagles, Ki-
wanis, the Capital Card
Club, ete.

Ezra T. Benson, of Utah,
Secretary of Agriculture.
One of the twelve apostles
of the "Mormon Church.
Well-to-do farm marketing
specialist, and former head
of National Council of Farm-
er Cooperatives. Conserva-
tive who is against “leaning
on government aid instead
of your own initiative.”

Herbert Brownell, Attor-
ney General. Leading figure

in the Dewey, wing of the .

Republican Party, a member
of one of New York’s most
conservative law firms, Lord,
Day & Lord. Career largely
in GOP politics, being for-
mer chairman of the party
and manager of Dewey’s
campaigns.

Sherman Adams, Assist-
ant to the President. Gover-
nor of New Hampshire, and
successful businessman. Re-
puted to be man closest to
the new president and will
take charge of coordinating
the chief agencies of the ad-

Ike s Busmess Cabmet--

ministration and act as liai-
son for Eisenhower.

ANOTHER GM BOY

Arthur E. Summerfield,
Postmaster General. Present
chairman of the GOP, and
head of giant GM Chevrolet
agency with headquarters in
Flint, Michigan. Arch-con-
servative in politics and a
General Motors representa-
tive.

Harold E. Stassen, Mutual
Security Administrator. Not
a cabinet member, but hold-
ing this high office in repay-
ment for vigorous cam-
paigning in behalf of Eisen-
hower. The former governor
of Minnesota, once regarded
as a “liberal,” now revealed
as an overambitious politi-
cian having no principles.

Then comelame duck Sen-
ater- Henry Cabot Lodge,
head of the U. 8. mission to
the United Nations; Joseph
M. Dodge, President of the
Detroit Bank, a director in

‘spirit of the- _
trust and the progressivism °

December 8, 1952

the Chrysler Corporatmﬂ*_'f'
appointed Budget Observor; :

Mrs. Ovetta Culp Hobb:

former head of the WACs;
appointed Federal Security =
Administrator, and Mrs. Ivy

B. Priest, Assistant Chair-
man of the GOP, appointed
as Treasurer of the United
States.

The Republican candidate
promised a conservative ad-

ministration and he has kept

his word. The main posts of
his cabinet will be held by
locked-ribbed conservatives
from the big business world.
The new “team” reflects the
character of the president
himself and emphasizes
what is meant when it is
said that the new adminis-
tration will represent a right
turn in American politics.
For, as one columnist put it,
“the cabinet choices reveal

belief in the divinity of Ehe
corporation, the crusading

of the NAM.”

Labor Secretary: A Hostage —

(Continued from page 1)
merce), a couple: of top cor-
poration lawyers . .. and the
president of the plumbers’
and pipefitters’ union. Just
to describe the cast.is to in-
dicate the course of the
drama. Even if one were to
assume that Durkin weuld
take a strong stand in de-
fense of the interests of® the
.workers, he would be wast-
ing his breath.

The really interesting
thing about Durkin's ap-
pointment is not that it was
offered, nor that it was ac-
cepted. The thing that makes
one gag is that the AFL lead-
ership requesfed that Eisen-
hower appoint a labor lead-
er to this post, and that the
new president of the AFL has
hailed the appointment as a
good choice for the country
and for labor.

This whole performance
casts additional light on the
type of thinking to which
the AFL leadership (and
many of the CIO leaders,
though in a less abysmal
form) is addicted. During
the election campaign they
stumped the country to tell
the workers that if the Re-
publicans get hold of the
government there will be a
devastating depreéssion, a
drive to destroy the labor
movement, an attack on all
the social reforms of the
past twenty years. The mo-
ment the Republicans actu-
ally get hold of the govern-
ment, these same labor lead-
ers shower Eisenhower with
telegrams of good wishes,
and practically trample each
other in the effort to be the
first to offer the Republican
president their cooperation.

Just about every major AFL -

leader (and several of the
CIO0), have rushed into print
proclaiming that they will

support the general as long. -

as he does the right thing,

and will only oppose him if
he does the wrong thing. The
fact that they predicted for
the past six months that he
was bound to de every
wrong thing in the book if
elected does not seem to de-
ter them a bit.

POLITICAL CHILDREN

Of course, this is-just part
of the good old American
tradition of rallying behind
the president, and respecting
his high office, regardless of
how low a man may inhabit
it. It is a mark of the dan-
gerous degree of political
immaturity which still pre-
vails in the labor meovement
that this Polyanna view of
the presidency is still given
lip-service by the labor lead-
ers long after it has been
completely and openly aban-
doned by the class-conscious
ideologists of the right wing.
(Remember the furious and

vicious personal as well as
political attacks levelled
against Truman, and. Roose-
velt before him, by the lead-
ing columnists of the Hearst,
Secripps-Howard and Mec-
Cormack press?). It is part
of the continuing ardent de-
sire of the labor leadership
to be considered as part of
“the team” even when the
most obtuse of them can see
that the team is being organ-
ized against them.

Martin P. Durkin, the
~captive of big business, is a
fitting, though perhaps ex-
treme Trepresentative of
their way of thought. Con-
tacted at his union office
Durkin; the captive of big
business, is a fitting, though

perhaps extreme representa=

tive of their way of thought.
Contacted at his union office
right after his appointment

nounced, Durkin stated that
he believed the new presi-
dent will treat labor fairly
and with “full and complete
consideration.”

The United Press reports
that Durkin noted that he

had voted for Governor Ste--

venson in the last election,
and then added that “he may
find it necessary” to change
his political affiliation “now
that I’m in the cabinet.” To
this we can only say: “Why
bother, Brother Durkin. No
one will be able to tell the

_difference anyway.”

WEEK by WEEK . . .

LABOR ACTION screens ond

‘analyzes the week's news, dis-

cusses the current problems of
labor and sociallsm.

Asubisonlyszuym!

to the cabinet had been an- . | : -

War Danger in Asia — —

{Continued from page 1}
counting on when they sank In-
dia’s frail barque at the UN. On
the face of it, Vishinsky's per-
formance was sheer stupidity at
a moment when the United States
and Britain seemed to be having
one of their most bitter disagree-
ments in years. Yet it was evident
that even though a disagreement
over such a question might cause
a good deal of friction and hard
feeling, it could not actually
break the American bloc into
pieces. For that much more vital
differences are needed:

But is it not possible that an
extension of the war in Korea by
a major offensive to the Yalu with
all the risk which this involves
of a full-seale war with China and
perhaps  Russia is exactly the
kind of vital difference which
could break up the American
bloc, or at:least e¢hip away some
of its weaker parts?

But what if the Americans should
launch an offensive, and win iit?
Would that mean that the Chinese
government would have to enter
the -war formally, and en a full-
scale -basis-fo “'save face *7 Not

necessarily. ¥ is the Americans
who have proclaimed a policy of
military containment, not the Chi-
-nese. The latter could well claim
that their volunteers did the best
they could, but finally were unable

to stand up to the concerted might

of American imperialism. For them,
Korea could be almost as useful as
a martyr to the struggle against
imperialism as it is as a battle-
ground. -

Of course, there is no guarantee
that the Chinese and Russians
would react that way. The free-

dom of choice is theirs as to

whether it is now time for all-out
war in Asia, or whether they can
hope to gain more in the long run
by the *“little”
wars now going on. Their reaction
might very well depend on wheth-
er such a brash move by the
Amerieans would strike a major
Blow at its Asiatic and ‘even Eu-
Topean alliances,

But would not a quick Ameri-
can victory be considered a major
success by the allies,
misgivings' they might have while

the battles were in progress?

“Wouldn’t it prove that the Ameri-

politico-military

whatever

‘cans know best, and that their

aggressive methods are exactly
what is neded to call Stalin’s
bluff?

AGHOR WAR

That the success of an Ameri-
ran offensive would have a less
damaging effect on the U. 8. bloe
than a failure is beyond question.
But that is just a matfer of de-
gree. The peoples of Europe and
Asia are not primarily worried
about a defeat in another world
war: They abhor the thought of
the war itself. ‘What infuriates
them .most about’ American lead-
ership in the anti-Stalinist bloc is

the thought that the U. S. is will- |

ing to risk it.

For Eisenhower and for the .
American government in general g

the choices are very difficult ones.

investment

&
b

e

Whichever way they miay turn, 3

to be gained. But then,- such is

the fate fo those -who-chose the:

“easy” and “practical” military
way of solving the. problems of
the world. Unfortunately, the fate
of all of us is closely bound up
with theirs.

“much is to be lost, and very little = - {
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