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of Hunter College.

tims of that brutal tyranny.

Schedule N.Y. Rallies Against Franco

A- public meeting to commemorate the founding of the Spanish Republic
will be held on April 15, 8:15 p.m. at Freedom House in New York City. Spon-
sors of the meeting’ are the International League for the Rights of .Man and
the Committee to Defend Franco’s Labor Vietims.

The meeting will not only acclaim the Spanish Republic, but will be a
demonstration against Spanish fascism and the tyranny of the Franco regime.
Among those invited to speak are James B. Carey, secretary of the CIO,
Matthew Woll of the AFL, Norman Thomas, and Dr. George Shuster,

The Committee to Defend France's Labor Victims, of which Norman Thomas
is chairman and Rowland Watts of the Workers Defense League is secretfary, has
called for picket lines in front of the Spanish Government Tourist Office on
Mudisoa Avenue and 51st Street. Picketing will be held on Monday, April 13,
between 12 noon and 1 p.m. and on Tuesday, April 14, between 5 and 6 p.m.

Readers of LABOR ACTION are called upon to support these two expressions
of anti-Franco solidarity. Be sure to attend the public meeting on April 15,
and participate on the picket lines on April 13 and 14.

Help make the anniversary of the Spanish Republic the occasion for a
ereat protest against the bloody Franco regime and Spanish fascism, in behalf
of the hundreds and thousands of trade-unionist, )epubhcan and socialist vie-

president

Anyﬂ:ing Goes

On March 29 the Italian Senate ap-

proyed  the De Gasperi government’s
“electoral reform” bill after
debate which lasted for 72 hours. In the
course of the_debate fists and missiles
flew, and the 330-member body finally
approved the bill by a vote of 174 to 0,
as the opposition parties left the cham-
ber before the vote was taken. |

This “electoral reform” is one of the
most brazen and scandalous measures
ever to be imposed by a majority in a
country which still maintains the forms
of political democracy. In its essential
character, to be sure, it is no more anti-

democratic than the apportionment of .
most of the U. S. state legislatures which -

give the rural sectjons of the states far
ldrger proportionate representation than
the cities. These American practices have
grown up traditionally, but in Italy what
is proposed is rigging and representation
in parliament in such a way as to in-
crease the power of the dominant bloe
out of all proportion to its support in
the country.

In brief, what has been passed is a
law which will give any party or combi-
nation of parties which get 51 per cent
of the popular vote in the next elections
380 out of the 590 seats jn the Chamber
of .Deputies. A popular majority of 51 per
cent will be reflected by a two-thirds
majority of deputies in the Chamber.
" The' government is proposing this
measure because it feels very sure that
De Gasperi’s Christian-Democratic party
and its governmental allies will get 51
per cent of the vote. We can imagine the
uproar in the American press (and par-
ticularly among the “liberal” journals
such as the New Leader and Commen-
tary) if this proposal were being made
by Stalinists in a country where they
were sure of getting 51 per cent of the
vote at the next election. As far as we
can tell, they have had nothing to say
about this “blow for democracy.” As
usual, the attitude seems to be that when
it- iz directed against Stahmsm, anythmg
voes,

[ ]

Malenkov's Amnesty

In our first issue after the accession of
Malenkov, we wrote that in the immedi-

a stormy

ate £uture “1t. is not at all unhkely that"

the new set of masters may prefer to ease
up on purges and terrorism for a while,
as long as their problem is still consolida-
tion.!” ’

It seems this hit the immediate future
on the nose. This past week the Malenkov
regime made the play to convince its peo-
ple that the new Autocrat of All the
Russias intends-a “liberalized” regime.
An amnesty was decreed for “criminals”
jailed on minor’charges—like coming late
to work, ete. It specifically does not ap-

{Turn to last pagel

By GORDON HASKELL

With each week the Stalinist “peace
offensive” widens its scope and steps up
its pace. Whatever may be its ultimate
objectives, it is now clear that the.vuling
group in the Kremlin has decided to con-
vince the world that it is doing everything
in its power to ease world tensions, with
chief emphasis, at the moment on re-
opening the truce negutlatwns in Korea.

Last week LABOR AcCTION pointed out
that except for the reference in Malen-
kov's speech to the Supreme Soviet to the
possibility of settling all major differ-
ences with®the United States peacefully,
most of the coneiliatory gestures had
been made to Amerieca’s military allies.

Since then, however, the chief emphasis
has been shifted to Korea. It is evident
that the current strategy was worked out
in Moscow between Chou En-lai, China's
foreign minister, and the Russidn rulers.
The pohcy now being put forward in

Korea is a co-ordinated world Stalinist

policy.

Its primary motivation may be the
Kremlin's need for an easing of world
tension in order that the 'new rulers in
Moscow can devote themselves to internal
consolidation and stabilization. Or its mo-
tivation may come from the Chinese side
of the Moscow-Peiping axis, representing
Mao Tse-tung’s reference now that Stal-
in’s death has given him a freer hand
and more independence ‘of judgment
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Reutherism” Marks
Time on Main Issues

At UAW Convention

By BEN HALL

No explosive or spectacular events interrupted the course of the
United Auto Workers convention in Atlantic City, March 22-27; and
this gives the meeting of more than 2,600 delegates a special signifi-
cance, Walter Reuther’s administration has been in unchallenged con-

trol for seven years

: in the calm of 1953, we can judge its policies and

see what kind of union it hopes to build. -

The UAW unquestionably is and
will remain the most progressive
and most democratic union in the
United States. The convention un-
derlined this fact despite its failure
to adopt or even to consider a pro-
gram’ capable of arousing and re-
orienting the American labor
movement. When the social climate
of the country is cdnservative or
calm, and the Jabor movement as a
whole hesitant and timid, “Reu-
therism” displays its weakest side;
and we face just such a period,
with the unions poised uncertainly
before the new Republican admin-
istration.

Nevertheless, as it grappled with

within the Stalinist empire. (It is to be
noted that, this time, the initiative for
the new truce came directly from the
Chinese, unlike the last time when the
opening of negotiations was broached by
Vishinsky in the UN.) These two motiva-
tions are not at all in contradiction with
each other and may both be operative.

The opening move was Molotov's offer
to the British to assist in the release of
several British civilians who had been cap-
tured by the North Koreans some time ago.
A similar offer was then made to the
French government. This was followed im-
mediately by a statement by North Korean
Premier Kim Il Sung and Chinese General
Peng Teh-huai that fhey are prepared
immediafely to exchange sick and wounded
prisoners of war under Article 109 of the
Geneva Convention. This was in reply fo
a letter sent them on February 22 by
General Mark Clark.

CHOU MOVES IN :

Not only did the Stalinist generals
agree in principle to such an exchange to
be carried out immediately, but they
added that “we consider that the reason-
able settlement of the question of ex-
changing sick and injured prisoners of
war . . . should be made to lead to the
smooth settlement of the entire question
of prisoners of war, thereby achieving
an armistiee in Korea. . . . Therefore our
side proposes that the delegates for

the key questions of the day, the
Reutherite leadership displayed its
distinctive charactar as the most

radical wing in the labor move-’ sl

ment.
B

The Guaranteed Wage

In a 104-day strike against
Chrysler, the UAW won a pension
plan soon extended to the entire
auto industry. The next goal is the
guaranteed annual wage.

This slogan, once an ultimate ob-
‘jective, now becomes an inmimediate

.demand. The convention decided to

begin the fight in 1955.
{Continued on page 6]

m * Washington Po werless to Seize Initiative as
Kremlin Presses On with Peace Drive

armistice negotiations of both sides im-
mediately resume . the negotiations at
Panmunjom. ...”

It is evident that the American mili-
tary and civilian authorities were quite
unprepared for such a favorable reply
to their suggestion. The chief point which
seemed to stump them was whether the
Stalinists were making an exchange of
sick and wounded prisoners conditional
on reopening Panmunjom truce negotia-
tions, or whether this was just another
among the repeated suggestions that
these negotiations, which were abandoned
by the Americans last October, be re-
sumed.

While the American authorities were
still deciding how to reply, the initiative
was taken by Chou En-lai in a broadcast
from Peiping. The Chinese foreign minis-

Yer suggested that both sides return all

prisoners who insist on repatriation, and
hand over the others to a neutral state
"so as to.insure a just solution to the ques-
tion of their repatriation.”

Chou stated that the North Koreans al-
ways had held, and continue to hold, the
view that the only solution to the pris-
oner question was to repatriate all of
them. But in view of the fact that the
exchange of prisoners now is the only

barrier to agreement, he said that the

Stalinigts are “prepared to take steps to
eliminate the differences on this question

[(Turn to last pagel




hat 'Victory” Over

Joe MC(ﬂrtby P

By WALTER JASON

As if to answer its own fears and per-
plexity, the New York Times published
on Mareh 20 two articles on the Me-
Carthy problem. The one was from Paris

.. by C. L. Sulzberger, its chief foreign
~ cotrespondent, and the other from Wash-

ington by William S. White.

Sulzberger, using European editorials

as his take-off point, views with the usual

. N. Y. Times alarm the effects of Mec-
- Carthyism abroad. He quotes a London
newspaper on the Bohlen case: “How long
will America stand for this?”’ “The tech-
nique of character assassination reminds
me of the way the Nazis took over our

own foreign office twenty years ago,”
Sulzberger has a German official say.

The answer to these fears and doubts
is contained inadverfently in the White

.dispatch from Washington. It is the typical
. cautious approach which speaks_volumes

for the mentality of the Times. McCarthy
lost a battle, according to White on the

‘Bohlen'case. The “victory" over McCarthy
consisted of the fact that an innocent man

was found not guilty! Such are the stand-
ards of the fimes, and apparently of the™

Tintes. _
REMAINS IMMUNE:

By such standards neither the methods

nor aims of McCarthyism can be ques-

tioned. Suppose that Chip Bohlen, the

diplomat in question, had once upon a
time (say in the 1930s) expressed a mild

sympathy for Russia! McCarthy’s case

would have been “proved,” no doubt, and
it is quite likely that his nomination for

ambassador to Russia would have been

withdrawn. -

What about McCarthy’s slanders and
vile implications against Bohlen? Me-
Carthy remains immune from any action
against his methods.

On what issue- will McCarthy attack

_-the right-hand man of that “traitor”
General Marshall, for his role under the

»

Roosevelt administrations? We refer, of
course, to the still-silent President Eisen-~
hower, 5

Among other recent illustrations of the
power of McCarthyism, as well as its
frenzied mentality were: (1) the‘investi-
gation of the use of the union song;
“Solidarity Forever,” by the Voice of
America, as “Communist propaganda”;
(2) McCarthy’s obvious attempt to frame
and jail Earl Browder, the ex-Stalinist
leader; (3) the pitiful confessions from
ex-Stalinists like Langston Hughes and
Edwin Seaver, who repudiated the very
books and works that gave them their
reputations in scenes reminiscent of the
atmosphere of the Moscow trials; (4) the
exposé of an Ameriean printing firm
which does business ‘with Iron Curtain
countries in Washington, D. C.—but why
not all banks, shipping companies, book
stores, export and import houses too,
which do any business with Russia?

NEW VICTIMS READIED

‘That there is no limit is self-evident.
And that it is a blind, irrational fear-hys-
terla of Stalinism needs to be repeated
a hundred times, for its victims grow in
numbers, and increasingly- include ex-Stal-
inists- and- liberals. The latest purge victim
in Washington on the Voice of America is
expected to be Liston M. Oak, who has
handled labor broadcasts. His public blast
at McCarthy, made at the auto workers
convention in Atlantic ‘City, suggests he
has seen the handwriting on the wall,

Soon the time will come when Me-
Carthyism cannot be dismissed any long-
er by anyone as a momentary irration-
ality of a few misguided politicians. Its
strength flows from and gains in the ten-
sion of a cold war in which one nation,
Ameriea, increasingly depends on mili-
tary might instead of ideas to combat
Stalinism. Its logieal culmination as a
foreign-policy expression is war, for af-
ter all, isn't the only good Communist a
dead one? :

University Heads’ Statement

Bends Before the Purge Storm

TT-ne Association of American Universi-
ties; representing the administrations of

37 leading universities and headed by top’

educators, has issued its statement ' on
academic freedom, declaring its position
on the key question of “Communist
teachers.” It is clear that it is standing up
against the witchhunt in the college
world “like a lettuce leaf to a rabbit.”

- What is significant about its humiliat-

" ing capitulation to the pressures of the

purge system is that this is the first time
that such a responsible body, speaking
in the name of America’s universities,
has given official endorsement to a system
which is alien to every principle it is sup-
posed to espouse.

The university presidents who lead it
are no doubt heartsick over the “excesses”
that have cropped up but they are going
along with the crowd, while repeating
their ritual phrases about academic free-
dom.

While giving out the old words about
the scholar’s right to "open challenge of
popular prejudice in times of tension such
as those in which we live,” they denounce
"non-cooperation” with McCarthyite in-
vestigations info their campuses.

While repeating the prayer for “open
competition” of ideas in the search for
truth and the scholar’s right to question
“existing institutions,” as if telling beads
on a rosary, they plump for the firing
not only of “members” of the Communist
Party but also of wider categories.

Of phrases about academic- freedom
their statement has enough. They are for
“investigation, criticism and presenta-
tion of ideas in an atmosphere of free-
dom and mutual confidence.” But they
cannot spare a word to comment whether
such an atmosphere exists any longer to-
day among instructors in America—and
why it does not.

They say: “To censor individual fac-
ulty members would put a stop to learn-
ing at its outlet.” That is in Part II. But
in Part IV they approve of the censoring
of individual facnlty members,

They say that “a university does not
take an official position of its own either
on disputed questions of stholarship or

About That Central African Constitution —
Labor Opposes Tories” Policy on Africa

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, March 24— Britain’s African

- problem is still acute, -
From Parliament today
rumblings of distant battlé. The Feder-
ation of three British territories in Cen-
tral Africa was being discussed.

For the Conservatives, Lyttleton ar-
gued what manifest advantages in the
economic field would be attendant’ upon
the union of these territories. An amal-
gamation of 6,000,000 Africans and 300,-
000" Europeans would enable these po-
tentially rich areas to produce their best.
Mbost people, he thought, were agreed
upon “the desirability and necessity - of

' partnership between Europeans and’ Af-
rieang for the future of Afriea.

When the Labor Minister for the Colo-
nies; Jim' Grifiths rose, he was a trifle em-
barrussed. He had, so to speak, to disowir
a baby of his own conception. He argued
thet' it was early: to try te impose a
stheme which was opposed by the major-
ity of those to whoni it applied; all Afri-
,can opinion bitterly opposed it.

Labor used the opposition of the peo-

ples to urge delay. The Conservatives—
* who thought that much of the resistance
was inspired from England—interpreted
African opposition now as showing how
necessary it was to push ahead; other-
' “wise~ there might be more racial strife.
They also thought that the Standing
Committee which they had proposed to
deal with African problems would be suf-
fictent to safeguard their interests.

Griffiths had harsh words to say on

this. In the original propoesal, a Minister
for  African Affairs, with Cabinet rank,

had been proposed. This had beeh whit-'

tled dewn. Not only did the Africans have

none of their own representation, but the

Standing Committee would really be only
of an advisory nature.

In theory, the Africans could protest
through the High Commissioner to the

-~ Queen in London. Since;, however; he

would be chosen with local Europegn:con-

- sent, he would probably not be a person-

~particularly well disposed to dealing with
‘Afrieans’ complaints.

came —the

What was even more dangerous was
that' the Central African Constitution
would require a two-thirds majority to be
changed. As the Assembly would be over-
whelmingly white, while #he Europeans
represent one-twentieth of the population,
no constitutional changes could ever take
place to the Africans’ advantage. Such a
so-called partnership could only militate,
in Labor's opinion, to increase ratial ten-
sion and bitterness, The Conservatives
were building on a volcane. -

Nevertheless, the bill was passed by
304" to 260, .

The situation in my opinion will now
enter into a severe chronic phase. Africans
will be impelled into a positon of taking
extra-parliamentary action, which will in
itself be “illegal.” They will feel that
none of the so-called democratic expres-
sions will be allowed. . )

The passage of this bill represents a
real regression. In Southern Rhodesia,
for instance, there was a definite move-
ment to racial equality which will obvi-
ously be stopped. The few Africans high .

in the Civi} Service will find themselves
in a very unenviable position.

. . : .‘.I
DIFFICULTY

News this week from England is about
the relaxation of import restrictions into
Britain from Europe: Until recently, thig
country had accumulated a vast debt

($1,000,000,000) to the European Pay- -

ments Union—which is the clearing house
for all West European currencies, Since
last year, when the foreign travel allow-
ance was $70, and there were many im-
port quotas, the balance in the EPU has
been favoring Britain, at the expense of
France a‘md Italy. .

As the latter are both in a sore plight
with the Payments Union, and would soon
have to start cutting imports from Brit-
ain, the government decided to: abolish
many import quotas and licenses, and in-
crease the foreign travel allowance to
$104 per person. The news illustrates the
economic embarrassments of Western
Europe.

SLlleR Nl  Public Meeting .
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on political questjons or matters of pub-
lic policy.” But (this time in the same
part of the statement) they lay down the
rule that faculty members “are,” and pre-
sumably must be, loyal not only to the
ideal of learning, and the moral code, but
also to the country’s “form of govern-
ment.” The latter elastic phrase is not
defined by the scholars who authored the
statement, even though they-are undoubt-
edly aware of the manner -in-which- it is
interpreted by patrioteers and witch-
hunters.

WIDE OPEN

In fact, they themselves give reason to
believe that they equate "form of govern-
ment" with capitalism, for they add: "Free
enterprisé is as essential ‘to intellectual as
to economic progress.” In another part of
the statement we learn that the univer-
sity’s “intellectual capital [is]l as essen-
tial to our society as financial capital Is
to our industrial enterprise.”

They say that “Se long as an instruc-
tor’s observations are scholarly and ger-
mane to his subject, his freedom of ex-
pression in his classroom should not he
curbed.” That is for the Department of
Pious Generalization. In the later Depart-
ment of Practical Expediency, however,
we find that scholarly and germane ob-
servations are very much to be curbed in-
deed, along with their observers, “if an
instructor follows communistic
tice. . . ."” . i

What is “communistic practice”? Con-
tinuing the above quotation, it is defined
as follows: “becoming a propagandist
for one opinion, adopting a ‘party line,’
silencing criticism or impairing freedom
of thought and expression in his class-
room."” 4

This is so loogely worded (for univer-
sity presidents, at amy rate) that it is
wide open, and there is little reason to
doubt that it is purposely left wide open.
For the prexies hardly believe that the
danger today is that the menacing “Com-.
munist instructors” are going to throttie
off 'conservatives in their classrooms. Of
the basis of the AAU statement they will
be hard enough put to keep their jobs
even if they seal their own mouths, 4 a
congressional committee heaves in sight.
And when does an instructor become a
“propagandist,” considering that the
universities are full of professors who

‘have an ideological ax of their own to

grind, and grind it?

This is not the only wide-open language.
Besides members of the CP, others are to
be purged in case ef "adherence to such
a regime as that of Russia and its satel-
lites." The strangely used word "adher-
ence"—which can scarcely be interpreted
literally—must mean "adherence to the
views of."

DELICATE REMINDER

Although the very first' ground for
purging an instructor or professor is
membership in the CP, the statement in-
sists illogically that “the university [it-
self, not the politcial authorities] is com-
petent to establish a tribunal to deter-
mine the facts and fairly judge the na-
ture and degree of any trespass upon
academic integrity, as well as to deter-
mine the penalty such trespass merits.”

The university presidents are deceiv:
. ing themselves, to put it in its best light.

They are in no position to ferret out
membership in the Communist Party:
that is work for the cops. They are try-
ing to make themselves believe’ that, even
though accepting the purge rules, they
can keep the implementing apparatus of
the purge within the campus as an in-
tramural” affair. Or perhaps  they are

ready to hire private detectives, as a *

Western university did recently.

All of this is voted in, together with a
not very delicate reminder to the uni-
versities about certain practical matters
not connected with demoecratic abstrac-
tions:

"The state university is supported by
public funds. The endowed university is
benefited by tax‘exemptions. Such benefits
are conferred upon the universities not as
favers, but'in furtherance of the public in-
terest. They carry with them public: obli-
gation of direct concern to the facuities
of the universities as well as to the gov-
erning boards.”

. The “public obligation” of the univer-
sities which the statement hints at is not
the obligation to stand up to a purge cli-
mate which casts a pall of fear over in-
tellectual life:. The statement was writ-
ten, rather, to bend before the witchhunt:
ing storm and go along with it, while
repeating soothing generalities. :
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A Union Local Investigates the ‘Attitudes’ of Its Membership -

By RCGEBERT- MAGNUS

Union Solidarity® is a social study of
the attitudes of the membership of Team-
sters Local 699 in St. Louis. This local,
under the leadership of Harold Gibbons,
has made a name for itself in the past
by its relatively progressive policies in
the realm of union democracy, race re-
lations, eduecation, etc., and has now taken
the lead-in:fusthering “outside” study of
union conditions,

This radical-departure from the tradi-
tional distrust of “longhaired scientists”
—a hangover from.business-union know-
nothingness—is not accidental. It is evi-
dence of the security of the local leader-
ship, its prior knowledge that nothing
was likely to-'be turned up which would
prick the susceptibilities or harm the
authority of the leadership.

In this sense, it stands in vivid contrast
to the methods of King Joe Ryan who
was forced to employ the New York po-
lice foree and a private goon squad in-
stead of the scientific survey to “discover”
the attitudes of “his” union membership.

But for precisely this reason, the re-
sults of this survey must be utilized with

a great deal of care.

Attitude studies in general, of course,

suffer from a number of serious defects
which are inherént in their very methods.
Assuming that the sample itself is rep-
resentative of the entire membership,
and that the questionnaire does not load
the answers, the survey only tells what
the member’s attitude was at that mo-
ment of time and gives little indication
of the direction of development. The fact
that the union is itself unusual and
unique- thus reinforces the uncertainty
of the results when they are applied to
the entire labor movement or even to its
most progressive sector.

In spite of these and other difficulties,
this type of information, if combined with
a grasp of the dynamics of the class
strugele and. the history of the labor
movement ean still prove invalhable to
the present union leadership as well as
to socialists,

1t is fo_be hoped that similar surveys can
be made of other fypes of locals in yari-
eus locoiities. An objective and truthful
examinationr can never harm the labor
movement as a whole, although it could
certainly cut holes in the glorious self-
image of its piescard contingents. (There
is cerfoiniy no excuse for the UAW not
taking the lead in such studies.)

WHO'S “LOYAL"?

The. aim of the study was to examine
solidarify In the sense of the psychologi-
cal attachments of the workers to their
" specific, local union. This more or: less
ruled out in advanee any real examina-
tion of class-consciousness even .in the
mild form of inter-unfon solidarity.

. Further, the author’s general schema
views the unions “as a means of regain-
ing the security, recegnition,- and self-
expression . . . lost because of the growth
of modern eapitalism and the Industrial
Revolution.”

Despite alt of the blown-up and highly
touted general objectivity of the Ameri-
cah social scientist, it is eyident from the
sehema used that an attitude study today
will fail .te show class-struggle ideology
and would inevitably come to the conclu-
sion that “In concrete terms, loyalty to
the union does not mean disloyalty to the
employer.” (Even this grandiose conclu-
sion hardly .follows from the question-
naire. Seolidarity with the union must in-
volve some “disloyalty” to the boss—from
ithe point of view of the boss, at least.)

In short, Rose wants to leave the im-
pressien in the minds of his readers that

*Arngld Rose: Union Solidarity, Min-
neapolis, 1952, $3.00. -
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“the union movement is a buttress for
the free-enterprise system.” The fact
that the trade unions have been the chief
foree for undermining the capitalist sys-
tem in every other modern industrial

eountry without exception—this kind of’

evidence is not even mentioned to offset
this impression. This kind of thing is
called “industrial sociology.” Truly the
attitude study has its limitatjons!

It is impossible to go into all of the

“conclusions of the study, but here is a

section’ dealing with union democracy
which bears some mention.

The study. concludes from its data that
"Their worker solidarity and their loyalty
fo this ynion in particular seem #o rest on
two bases: (a) their high degree of par-
ticipation in union activities (coupled with
a desire for democratic control); (b) their
feeling that the unmion is successful in
achieving its purposes—purposes which
are impori‘un_f\}o them as workers."

The second conclusion is hardly novel
but the first—high participation and. de-
sire for demoeracy—should come as a
blow to the joh- trust- ideal of the business
unions.

These unions an{l their bourgeois de-
fenders are the loudest boasters about
the dividends of purely business-unionism
and the practical payoff that comes from
viewing the union as a mere device in the
hands of the leadership. This study con-
cludes, however, that “A desire for de-
mocracy in the union is one factor back
of the high participation. . . . Those
whose desire for demoeracy is frustrated,
because they believe that major union
policies are set by the director or the
stewards’ council rather than by the rank
and file, are relatively the poorest attend-
ers at union meetings.”

This statement should be branded
across the broad rump of the trade.union
bureaucracy and is certainly an aid in
answering those who scream about “poli-
tics” (anything but their own pro-capi-
talist politics) or “excess democracy” in
the unions. An undemocratic union is_a
weak union; an increase in democracy
actually strengthens participation and
loyalty, a fact stressed for years by the
socialists.

Another conclusion is .not less impor-
tant: “Loyalty to the union.does. not pre-

¢lude criticism of specific policies or of

.specific union leaders. In fact, the more

active participants in union activities are

AFRICA

5. A frican [abor
Defies Malan
Jim Crow Policy

the ones who are most critical on selected ™ The most important development . so

counts.” (My emphasis.) )

To those union leaders, and they are
myriad, who ‘view with alarm” any
criticism of them or their policies and see
in a passive and subdued membership
proof of the “maturity” of the union and
the “statesmanship” of its leaders, should
pause over the above. The extent to
which real and vital ecriticism exists
ought to be a measure of the 1eal loyalty
to the union as a whole.

HALF FOR LABOR PORTY

An apathetic membership doesn’t eriti-
cize—it votes with its feet by refusing
to come to meetings, attend functions, or
participate in activities. An active mem-
bership, vitally interested in all of the
affairs of the union is preeisely the one
which will most vociferously disagree on
specific policies now and again. This is
not an indication of the disintegration of
the union but of the real concern of its
members: Woe to those unions and those
leaderships which cannot understand this
dialectie of social participation.

There is other useful information in
the book especially on the effects of the
progressive race policies of the leader-
ship, but the results of the study on the
question of a labor party should be stated.

The "total membership was divided ap-
proximately half-and-half in answering the
quesfion whether the union should ‘help
to start a labor party sometime in the fu-
ture." This was the lowest favorable re-
sponse to political participation running
from encouraging members to go to.the
polls on the one hand to collecting a dol-
lar on the ather.”

The lowest percentage (35 per cent
yes) was for: “advise members how to
vote.” If half of the old members of this
union are in favor of a labor party while
following the leadership in voting for
Truman (this is 1948), then what conld
not be done if a great campaign for this
kind of action was undertaken by sections
of the labor mevement?

The idea that labor must continue as a
fifth wheel in the cart of the Democratic
Party-is eertainly a little shaken by this
study alone.

Four Weeks to Go!

If You're Below 75

By ALBERT GATES
Fund .Drive Director

.Although we have passed the halfway
mark in contributions, we were far'below

the weekly pace needed to complete the -

Fund .Diive in the time that remains.
Only $643 came in this week, According
to' the -figures of -the box score, we will
need an average of over & thousand dol-
lars a week to reach the natlunal quota
by the first of May.

As a result of the drop in payments
there was 1o great change in the stand-
ings. The Socialist. Youth League made
the best percentage showing, moving up
from eleventh place to sixth in the stand-

-

ings, passing Chicago and New York.
Readers will remember that.a year ago
the SYL led ‘the campaign. We have been
chiding the youth for the slowness of its
drive, but in recent weeks they have been
moving up fast.

The units of the SYL stand as Tollows:
Chicago $325: New York $275.50; Gen-
eral $71; Los Angeles $35 and, Berkelev
$19. The Chicago -SYL is again, leading
the youth in the-Fund Duve as_was true
of every camipaign in which the youth.
have participated.

; This: week only New York, -(_:h';:,-ggm Los
Angeles’ and Philadelphia came in ; with.
respectable contributions. We did nui- hear
from most other areas. Seven places are
still below. the 50, per cent mark, .while

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, New York

CONTRIBUTE to the ISL FUND DRIVE!

Enclosed 18 $....cccinvnmvininm

e 208 My contribution to the
ISL 1953 Fund Drive.
MAME st B adeiiaiannahemSndenannieimis:
b L T R R e e S S
L1 o SRR . STATE..

(Make checks ;uayab!e to Albert Gabes)

far in the fight against South .Africa’s
racist, policy took.place this.week when
the organized trade-union mevement, for
the first time, adopted. a position of open-
ing the unions up to Negro workers.on
an equal basis “irrespective of race.or
color.” ]

This is by for the higgest breck in.the -
racist .selidarity of the ,white .population -
of the country, and gives the native resist-
ance movement its most powerful support.

The reaction of the Nationalist white-
supremacy party of Malan was to warn
that “there will be no place in South
Africa for whites” who do not go along
with their own barbarism.

The South African Federation of Trade.
Unions and the South African Trades
and: Labor Council, plus several subsidi-
ary organizations, directly challenged the
regime’s policy that “there should be no.
intermingling”_of the races in the labor
movement. :

They declared: “Experience has shown
conclusively in many industries that there'
can be no adequate safeqguards against
lowering of workers' standards of wages
and employment conditions other than to-
tal organization of the workers concerned,
irrespective of race and color, on the
basis that the rate for the job is the uni-
form minimum . rate of wages for each
occupation."

They added: “The inevitable result of
forcing non-Europeans out of existing _
trade unions will be to create competi-
tion among workers in the same occppa-
tion of ah unhealthy and anti-social char-
acter. In sheer self-defense the ;nen-
European will form his own organization
and elaim the right to bargain with hlS
employer -on his own terms.”

In recent years many unions ha,ve
been taking in.Negroes, but this is the
first time that organized labor has. di-,
rectly challenged the gover nment *pelicy,
head-on.

k)

Up and Give!

altogether ‘thirteen hﬁver aromnd that per-
centage. This is far too low at this ﬂuge'
of the.drive.

A real pickup is needed in the next
four weeks,, especially from those areas
below 75 per cent. It is true that many
branches of the ISL are counting on May
Day celebrations to help them complete
their quotas, but that can be, done only
if a sufficiently large part of the individ-
ual quotas are met,before May: Day.

’

> S —_

BoxScore

Quota Paid %%
TOTAL “§11,500 - |, 5861.50 50.9
Streator ....... . 2 30 120
St. Louis ......... 25 25 100
Detroit ........... 500 400 80 .
Pittsburgh ..... 150 112 74.6
Reading .......... 50 .35 70 _
SYL . 1,250 725.50 58
General ........... 1,075 620 57.6
Chicago ........ 1,800 997 553
New York ...... 4,000 2025 50.6
Cleveland ........ 200 100 60
Oakland ........ - 500 235 47
Philadelphia .. 250 93 ‘
Los Angeles ..., 600 221
Buffalo ........... 650 200
Newark ........... 250 28
Seattle . 200 12
Akron ... 50 0
Indiana ........... 75 0
Oregon ............ 50 0
~ .
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By FHILIP COBEN

A hundred years from now, it may be,
the only news item of this past week that
will =till be in the history books is the
announcement by Albert Einstein. Ein-
stein published a last step'in his attempt
to provide a mathematical theory which
will integrate gravitational and electro-
magnetic phenomena—that is, bring to-
oether (eventually) all the known phe-
nomena of the physical world under a
single set of fundamental laws.

The conception itself may be a bit ob-

scure even to many educated laymen, as:

the content of the coneception is to this
writer. What deserves mention in this
column is, however, not quite that obscure
at 211, although it is something of a side-
debate taking place alongside Einstein’s
project for developing a “unified field
theory.” In the course of his announce-
ment Einstein pointed out that his effort
is alto directed to countering the philo-
sophic implications which most scientists
have drawn from the concepts of modern
physics.

© "I must explain,” writes_Einstein, "why
I heve gone to so much trouble to arrive
at tkis result.

"The contemporary physicist cannot,
witheut such an explanation, appreciate
this; for he is convinced, as a result of
$he successes of the probability-based
goasfum mechanics, that one must aban-
don the goal of complete descriptions of
reai situations in a physical theory.”

Binstein seeks to restore that goal, and
as such has been the leading figure in the
scientifie world who has sought to pre-
sent the concepts of the “new physies”
within the general framework of the ma-
‘terialist world view. Not without incon-
sistencies, that has clearly been his view-
point, though he avoids the term mate-
rialism because of what has been done
to it by both its “friends” and its enemies,

“ NO COSMIC DICE

Among physicists-turned-philosophers,
whose number is legion, it has become
almcset an article of belief that the quan-
tum theory. has destroyed “determinism”
—the explanation of events in terms of
causes rather than avcident, to put it in
oversimplified fashion.

Within the field of science, it has been
a reaction to the great extension of the
unknown, as the advance of physical
know'edge has gone on. This statement
# paradoxical only on the surface: the
giea\ conquests of know]edge by modern
phy ¢s have had as a by-product the
up of vast stretches where the
scientist stares into darkness. Just as the
savage peopled his own darkness and ig-
norance with myths, gods and fables, so
the modern scientist has tended to retreat
to a2 similar eomforting notion: where
the facts say only “This is unknown,” he
transiates “This is the Unknowable.”

Ferhaps the most vital field of the strug-
gle between materialism and philesophic
ideclism has been over this retreat to the
Unkrnewable, for it is only in the Unknow-
abie that the modern sophisticated mind
car still find room for gods, absolutes, and
the supernatural. Today one of the few
nooissy and crannies in which scientists
claim to find the Unknowable—as distinct
from the umknown—is in the “indetermi-
mateé” world inside the atom, which is in-
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The Goal Behmd Those Equations by Dr. Einstein

vestigated with the aid of quantum me-
chanics.

Einsteip is directing his attack upon
this Unknowable.

“I cannot believe,” he is quoted as
writing, “that God plays dice with the,

cosmos.” He is referring to the fashion-
able belief of scientists that individual
events cannot be predicted but that all
knowledge is based merely on the statis-
tical laws of probability.

Of course, to a materialist, prediction
can be based on statistical laws (e.g., so
many people will die of TB this year).
But he also asks: “What in turn are
these statistical laws based on? He looks
on them as reflections of determinate
events in a complex chain of causality.
(E.g., if certain conditions change, if a
new drug is discovered, or the level of
nutrition and recreation improves, the

- statistical “law” of ®he rate of TB will

change too.)

EINSTEINIAN VIEW

Last year a disciple of Einstein’s point
of view, the physicist David Bohm, pub-
lished an inecisive discussion of the pres-
ent fashionable interpretation of the
quantum theory, in the Physical Review
for January 15, 1952, in an article en-
titled “A Suggested Interpretation.of the
Quantum Theory in Terms of ‘Hidden’
Variables.” Leaving .out his technical
mathematical treatment of the gquestion,
his general point of view is that the
quantum theory should be regarded
merely as a’way of handling a statistical
situation which we cannot yet handle by
any other means, but should not be in-
terpreted so as to exclude the possibility
of discovering the “hidden” (undiscov-
ered) variables which lie behind this sta-
tistical situation.

“As a matter of fact,” he wrote in his
article, which had been written in consul-
tation with Einstein, "whenever we have
previously had recourse to statistical
theories, we have always ultimately found
that . the laws governing the individual
members of a statistical ensemble could
be expressed in terms of just such hidden
variables. For example, from the point of
view of macroscopic physics [dealing with
situations above the atomic levell, the
coordinates and momenta of individual
atoms are hidden variables, which in a
large-scale system manifest themselves
only as statistical averages. Perhaps then,
our present quantum-mechanical averages
are similarly a manifestation of hidden
variables, which have not, Ilowever. yet
been detected directly.”

Present quantum theory as usually in-
terpreted, he points out, in principle
makes it impossible to make any applica-
tion to dimensions smaller than the frac-
tion of a centimeter represented by 1
over 10 quadrillions. But it does this be-
cause of its assumptions—assumptions,
he argues, which are not even subject to
experimental evidence. The assumptions
are accepted by physicists because they
lead to results which agree with much
experimental evidence; but are these the
ONLY assumptions which can do so? The
mathematical core of his paper is devoted
to suggesting an alternative. His case
does not rest upon the validity of his par-
ticular suggestion, however; his question
still standg even if his own sugo’estlon is
rejected. i |

OVERCOMING A STAGE

The development of the usual interpre-
tation of quantum theory stems from the
philosophic ideas of Mach and his sue-
cessors, he says, but—

“, .. the history of scientific research
is full of examples in which it was very
fruitful indeed to assume that certain
objects or elements might be real, long
before any procedures were known which
would permit them to be observed di-
rectly. The atomie theory is just such
an example. . . . Certain 19th-century
positivists (notably Mach) therefore in-
sisted on purely philosophic grounds that
it was incorrect to suppose that individ-
ual atoms actually existed, because they
had never been observed as. such. The
atomic theory, they thought, should be

regarded only as an interesting way of

calculating various observable large-scale
properties of matter. Nevertheless, evi-
dence for the existence of individual
atoms was ultimately discovered by peo-
ple who took the atomic hypothesis seri-
ously enough to suppose that individual

atoms might actually exist; even though

no one had yet observed them.”

He suggests the quantum theory is now
in that stage. What Einstein has now said
is that_he has "gone to such trouble" in
order to make possible the overcoming of
this stage.

There is little doubt that Einstein
wowld agree with the way Professor
Bohm summarized his own hypothesis, as
opposed to that of the positivism of the
physicists-turned-philosophers:

“This hypothesis,” wrote Bohm, “is
based on the simple assumption that the
world as a whole is objectively real and
that, as far as we now know, it can cor-
rectly be regarded as having a precisely

‘describable and analyzable structure of

unlimited complexity. The pattern of this
structure seems to be reflected completely
but indirectly at every level, so that from
experiments done at the level of size of
human beings, it is very probably possible
ultimately to draw inferences concerning
the properties of the whole structure at
all levels. We should never expect to ob-
tain a eomplete theory of this structure,
because there are almost certainly more
elements in existence than we possibly
can be aware of at any' particular stage
of scientific development. Any specified
element, however, can in principle ulti-
mately be discovered, but never all of
them. . . .”

As science has made its modern con-
quests, it has progressively pushed the
borders of the wunknown farther and
farther. Thus it makes its attack on
philosophic idealism’s fetish of the Un-
knowable, The importance of Einstein’s
tvork to the materialist (aside, of course,
from its importance to the scientists as
such) is that it sets the goal of driving
the Unknowable out of one of its last
hiding places.

Reading from

FOOTNOTE TO THE MARTY.TILLON AF-
FAIR, by l’a_ul Barton.—Masses-Information
(Paris), Jan.-Feb. 1953,

Paul Barton, whose informative peri-
odical specializes in Czechoslovak affairs,
presents a viewpoint on the French Com-
munist Party erisis in France around
André Marty and Charles Tillon:

“Most observers commit a serious er-
ror in
crisis within the French Communist Par-
ty which has become public since Sep-
tember 1952. It is common knowledgze
that at the origin of this erisis is the
question of the conquest of power at the
end of the last war. André Marty and
Charles Tillon severely criticized the
team Thorez-Duclos for having partiei-
pated in a coalition government and liqui-
dated the military organizations of the
party,' instead of taking advantage of

the revolutionary ferment in order to

take poewer immediately. According to
the official explanation of the Stalinists,

the plans of the Marty-Tillon clique were’

rejected at the time in consideration of
the Americans.

“In general, the commentators believe

that this actually was the motive behind
the policies of the- Communist Party of
France at that time. This is completely
wrong. The reselution of the Cominform
against Tito and the attitude long main-
tained toward the victories of Mao Tse-
tung have revealed Stalin’s hostility to

* any assumption of power-by his disciples

if the country in guestion has not been
‘liberated’ by the Russian army. In addi-
tion, the experience of Czechoslovakia has
demonstrated that even in the case of
military occupation Stalin is opposed to
the conquest of power, as long as there

The Home Front &

interpreting the Marty-Tillon.

Peace Scare

Hits Wall Street

“There’s-a ‘peace scare’ in Wall Street
today—arising out of Red China’s latest
series of conciliatory moves and renewed
hopes that the Korean war may be ended
in the very near future.

“There’s chilling debate about the pos-
sibility of a ‘Malenkov depression’ behind
the closed doors of America’s leading
corporations today—arising out of the
fear that peace in Korea finally might
‘shock’ us into the long- antlclpated down-
turn.

“There’s frightening discussion as to
whether this peace prospect will force
the administration into risking a sharply
reduced rearmament program — thus
making a recession later in 1953 a vir-
tual certainty.

“Stocks retreated on a broad front in
Wall Street yesterday as news of the
Chinese compromise proposals reached
here. Hundreds of millions eof dollars-in
paper values were wiped out; at times,
the stock ticker ran late as selling mount-
ed; many stocks were down $2 and $3 a
share. .

“Commodity prices fell back. Losses
were general in cotton, wheat, rubber,
cocoa and ran right through the world
markets.

“Speculators moved to the sidelines.
There was a general atmosphere of ‘get
into a safe position, wait and see.’

“The mnervousness was apparent in
nearly every market “in the Western
wotrld—New York, London, Paris, ete.

“Peace in Korea seems closer than at

any time since mid-1951, when
Malik first proposed truce talks.”

—Business Columnist Sylvia Porter,
N. Y. Post, March 31.

Left to Right

exists a serious revolutionary efferves-
_cence in the country to be won. This is, as
a matter of fact, the only explanation ef
the ‘general line’ imposed on the Czech
Stalinists in' 1945. The liberation of
Czechoslovakia took place at the time of
the collapse of the Third Reich; it was
therefore no longer possible to fear a
‘reversal of alliances.” At the same time,
the population cherished such illusions
about the Stalinists, in May 1945, that

they could have taken power without

firing a shot, by proceeding to parliamen-
tary, elections as™ quickly as possible. A
‘bloody reply’ on the part of their adver-
saries was therefore excluded.

“The Russian experience, furthermore,
explains sufficiently the refusal of Stalin
to allow the sonquest of power by his
epigones in the midst of revolutionary
ferment. Since the Bolsheviks were car-

ried to pewer by unleashed popular as-

pirations, it took fhe present master of
the Kremlin more than twenty years to
liquidate the strivings of his subjects and

to put his regifne on a solid foundation.

Not to understand his point of view in
this matter amounts to the insinuation
that he takes seriously his own propa-
ganda, meant to fool the simple-minded.
As nothing could be further from his
‘mind, he orders ‘direct action’ only where
his. followers are acting in the midst of
a general apathy of the ‘masses.’-As soon
as the latter begin to be honestly aroused,
the Stalinists receive
make a ‘national front, a ‘popular
"front,’ a ‘national and democratic revolu-
tion,” in short, to e_nte1 into a coalition
with adversaries. The moment. this be-
came clear to him, Marty rebelled, after
having executed so many turns with
docility.” =3
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1e STALINIST JUNGLE

SOME EXAMPLES OF_ THE MYTH OF 'PLANNED ECONOMY' IN STALINLAND

Ope of the important tasks for a se-
rious study of how the Stalinist econo-
mies work is an investigation of the myth
of the “planned economy.” The plans are
there, of course, but what happens to
their execution under a totalitarianism
which excludes any check on them from
below and which makes the upper bureau-

crats involate from criticism and correc-
tion from inferiors?

Here are some symptoms.

- The Polish organ Glos Pracy, wrote for
example on November 4 last:

“In all the socialized trade shops, one-

finds as many ties of as many kinds and
colors as one could wish. But it is not so
cood where clothes generally and winter
underwear are concerned.

"However, in Septamber of this year the
Hanke Savicka Cooperative at Cracow,
which had 6000 metres of flannel for the

- manuefecture of children’s clothes, laid this
whole length’ aside in order to manufac-
ture 20,000 neckties from another stock!
Why did they -plan the production of this
particular article? They wanted to execute
a. plan the value of which could be cal-
culated in money. Ties were very suitable
for thet. Why then go to the trouble of
producing children’s clothes at all, with all
the extra and more careful work which it
requires—for far less money?

“Production cooperatives seem to pre-
fer, regardless of what is needed by the
buying public, the manufacture of arti-
cles which enable them to realize plans

. measured by standards of value.”

There are courntless ways, of course, in
which the bureaucracy will attempt to
remedy such a state of affairs. All of
their ways will be based on the imposition
of further bureaucratic controls from on
top. Democratic planning is impossible
for them.

So it is that in the wintertime one

¢ reads in the Warsaw press that bathing
suits and sunglasses are being displayed
in the shop windows. This is not the re-
sult. of excessive imagination but simply
tue to the fact that the store happened
to have those articles on hand. At the
same izme, galoqhes will be unavailable,

CONTRADICTION

* The factory manager's aim is to produce
his quota according to the plan. If he does
not, his neck is at stake. It _is much less
important to produce anything that will
stand up. In such conditions the contra-
diction between totalitarianism and plan-
ning, which is inherent in the Russian to-
talitarian economy, leads to an unsolvable
problem of how to.maintqin quality. The
problem fills the 'Stalinist press, with "ex-
posés™ every now and then which cast a
spotlight on what goes on all the time.

"So” the- Moscow evening newspaper
Vechernyaya Moskva published a letter
frdm a housewife, a Mrs. A. Voronova,
about-the experiences of two families:

“The New Year began with a cheerful
celebration for the Gudikhia and Razu-
movsky families. They had at last man-
aged to get a flat in a newly built bleck
at 4 Parkovy Street. But soon their es-
thusiasm was damped. The whole build-
ing showed signs of careless work. In the
kitchen pots and pans had to be covered
to prevent ceiling plaster from falling
into them. Draughts came in through all
the windows. Dirty stains appeared on
the walls and ceilings, showing the poor
quality of the plumbing in the flat above.

. It became impossible to live in the
new flat.”

The newspaper said: “Ministries and
departiments do not earry out their obli-

gations to the city. Dmmg a Tecent in=

spection. by~ State Architectural and

= Building Control; hundreds of incomplete

—although already occupied—buildings

ik were counted. There they stand, with

ugly fagades, steel girders sticking out

instead of balconies,- badly designed
courtyards and unasseinbled lifts.”

NO COORDINATION

The same story is told in Poland by the
Stalinist organ Trybuna Ludu (Nov. 10
last) cbout the town of Muranow, a settle-
ment “planned to house 60,000 people
.when completed in 15 years' time." The
story it laments over is that of the ten-
ants of "C" block of workers’ flats, given
not as an isolated instance of mismanage-
ment but as an illustration ef the roften-
ness of the building administeation:

-The tenants of “C” bleck have been
living there for three years, yet “look
down froem the window, and you will see
an excavated road and slabs of stene
lying about ameng lime, sand, planks of
wood and far too.much mud. And they

ot amus t.hem at a.ll to read as satire!

“A year ago,” they say, “workmen
came here and dug the courtyvard to My
a lawn. A month later other workmen
came and they dug the lawn to erect
lampposts. Three months later came an-
other lot, to dig up the lawn to lay a
cable. Then yet another lot came and de-
strayed the previous work to build a
radio junction. And then another lot
came.-, .. Y

“Hermanowicz, director of No. 2 Hous-
ing Construection Association, has become
used to it,” continues the newspaper.
“Recently he himself saw a lawn being
dug up and he wondered who was respdn-
sible for it without his own knowledge.

“There are too many responsible au-
thorities [the newspaper then lists them],
some subordinate to the Ministry of
Town and Settlement Planning, others
to the Ministry of Communal Economy.
What we do not understand is why their
coordination seems to encounter such un-
conquerable difficulties. Could not the
Housing- Construction Association bring
all the authorities concerned together on
the site?” ;

"DISEASE"

Describing in some detail the “mourn-
ful” picture of the whole site, including
“B" block (which, like “C” block is still

A Dlﬁerence Between

Cap:fahsm and Stalinism

To the Editor:

Hal Draper in his March 16 article
left a few generalizations floating around
that need some clarification, This situa-
tion was caused partly through his use
of a professorial writing style,

After stating that government in a
capitalistic society acts as a class execu-
tive committee in that it regolves canflicts
among the various ruling sectors, he
points out that “it is not the government
which basically [?] integrates these con-
flicting interest sectors into a function-

. ing system. It is not the government

which regulates the smooth fumctioning
of the system as a whole [?7], at bottom
[7].”...%“The society is held together not
by the intervention of the government
;' however important it is in solving
various defects but is “fundamentally
[?] held together by the capitalists’ con-
trol over economie life,” blind forces, etec.
Society has reached a stage where
“blind” forces don’t operate in their ideal
pattern in bringing the économy smooth-
ly toward an ideal equilibrium. The dy-
namics of our present capitalist culture
has forced the executive committee into
“the” crucial role as the arbiter. Granted
that the government doesn’t regulate
every aspect of society as a whole, still

its sobering actions in the strategic seg-.

ments of our economy along with the con-
tending factions it compromises and the
defects it tries to iron out, have been so
crucial that it has enabled the system to
survive till now. .

In the event of a return to a peacetime
economy, however, the real situation of

. resultant unemployment and overproduc-

will tell you a little story, which it would .

tion (ineffective demand) will be beyond
the possible class and.institutional ad-
Jjustment of capitalism, as we have known
it till now. This would further seem to
emphasize the functional role of integra-
tion that the present government plays,
be it a class tool.or not.

Stanley BLACK
®

Capitalist socwty never had a stage
“where ‘blind’ forces . .. operate in their
ideal pattern in bungmg; the economy
smoothly toward an ideal equilibrium.”

That is, capitalism never operated in
the model (or “1deal’) fashion which
Marx analyzed in his three volumes of
Capital. Marx consciously abstracted the
fundamental laws of motion of the sys-
tem, in order to analyze them first in
“pure” form, as the basis for subse-

quently taking into account the forces.

which modify, limit and distort the fune-
tioning of the system into the way it
actually behaves.

. {If you wish an analogy: the orbits of
the planets are ellipses only in an “ideal”
situation which doesn’t actually exist; in
actual fact, other forces operate on their
orbits and modify the ellipse. The as-

tronomer, however, cannot even begin to’

incomplete though inhabited), Trybuna
Ludu says that “in the absencé of sew-
age plans for “A” block, its buﬂdmg has
now bezun without them.”

Referring to the "infantile disease which
besets our. building trade,” Trybuna Ludu
distributes its blame far and wide. "The
fault lies in the absence of decisive in-
structions from the Ministry of Building
and in the inertia, and in the lack both of
independence and initiative, of most build-

ing enterprises. . . . The problem concerns -

not enly Muranow."

Here a key point is unwittingly
brought out: the managers refuse to take
the initiative for independent decisions—

for a mistake can be considered “sabo-’

tage,” with its inevitable consequences
under the terroristic tegime. And. the
newspaper fails to mention one obvious
explanation for the lack of coordination:
the fact that the coordinators are always
liable to disappear suddenly without a
trace, while the same fate is likely to be-
fall their successors.

It is a “planned economy,” but no econ-
omy can be planned completely from the
top down. Yet no other alternative is pos-
sible under bureaucratic totalitarianism
in the Stalinist system. In a genuinely
planned economy, democracy is_an eco-
nomic necessity.

account for what actually happens with-
out first setting up the “ideal” situation
and’then understanding the rest as devi-
ations from this nerm—deviations, how-
ever, which do not negate .the decisive
rolé of the basic determinants of the
planet’s orbit.)

This is the context in which to under-

stand the greatly increased role of the
state in today’s capitalism. It is super-
imposed upon the laws of motion of the
capitalist system.

But there is a qualitative difference
between this and the Stalinist system. In
the latter, the action of the state is not
merely a supplement, modification and
correction for the otherwise “blind” op-
eration of the market in regulating the
economy. Under Stalinism, the economy
is regulated by the conscious action of
the bureaucracy. This was the distinction
‘behind the discussion in my article.

Abstractly speaking, it is possible for
the level of a capitalist government’s in-
tervention in the economy to rise to the
point where, here too, the conscious aec-
tion of the government bureaucracy could
be said to negate the laws of motion of
the system. In real life, this would mean
the transformation of capitalism into a
species of bureaucratic-collectivism. But
this is as yet an abstract possibility, not
even seen in Nazi Germany, where the
process went farthest.

Meanwhile, the qualitative dlfference'

between the soeial system of capitalism
and.the Stalinist system should not be
obscured by pointing merely to the phe-
nomenon of state intervention. :

Comrade Black mainly misses the fol-
lowing point, I think: he speaks of the
modern capitalist state as becoming more
and more an “arbiter” (which can be
taken roughly as true) but the Stalinist
state is not an “arbiter.” It does not ar-
bitrate in the social system, it controls
ity it is not arbiter but master. It is it-
self the “owner” of the econm\ny, unlike
a capitalist government which is an
agency of the class which owns—albeit
an agency which nowadays has greatly
increased and increasing powers and
functions, all directed toward saving the
owning class for as long a time as pos-
sible from the- consequences of its.own
gravedigging. -

Hal DRAPER

Riverboat Slim Says
He's Bored

Fellow Worker:

In the 2 March issue of LABOR AcTION
I counted the word Stalin and its deriva-
tives and synonyms, Stalinist, Stalinism,
Commanist, 114 times, while capitalism
and capitalist- appeared 22 times. The
words Russia -and Russian appeared 32
times not including your synonyms Mas-
eow and Kremlin nor provinces and geo-
graphical sub-divisions of Russia. These
would probably have tripled the count.

Socialism and Socialist were mentioned
54 times including the initials ISL and

- Rrecasts" Iron G'm

"Afterward I have to wait six to eicht

On Labor in War
“TIGHT LABOR CURBS DUE FORJ\

NEXT WAR,” was the headline in the
press on March 31.

Source of the statement was a talk be-
fore “400 military and civilian leaders
yesterday at an Economic Mobilization
Course at the Astor Hotel,” given by "
Comdr. John W. Seager of the U. S.
Navy. :

So long as manpower demand exceeds
supply, he told the 400 “leaders,” “na
tional controls would be advantageous
Our past deferment policies for militar
service will more than likely be in for
drastic revision.

"In the civilian labor force, a probably
first step will be to freeze everyone holding
an essential job. Secondly, it is probable.
that we will control movements from job
to job. As a third step, we are likely to
réquire everyone fo use only the local
employment offices in filling manpower
shortages. All of these steps were lacking
in World War Il, with the result that seri-
ous labor shortages developed in a num
ber of critical fields."

He estimated that “if full mobiliza
tion should come, for example, in 19557
a laber force of 73,400,000 would be
needed. The total Iabor force for that
year will only be 71,900,000, leaving a-
deficit of one and a half million.

SYL. Labor followed with 46 mentions

including the name of the paper and a -
long dissertation on the pioblems of the .
British Labor Party. Union or trade
union appears 13 times exclusive of
UAW, ACTU, CIO. Marx and Marxism
ate mentioned 10 times, class struggle is
mentioned once, and independent Labor
Party (U. 8.) is mentioned once. Over
5000 words were devoted to Jews as a
separate group. The only interesting ar-
ticle was one calléd “Bank Robber as
Sociologist,” which made up-for its short- .
comings by being short.

L . o

It is really not necessary to be so. pre-
tentiously intellectual nor to “analyze”
to such an unholy degree. Why not print
a few items straight and let the readers
analyze them. Moreover, when articles
are printed which deviate from the opin- :
ions of the editors, it will not damage the
purity of the paper if the editors refrain
from taking fhree times as much space
as was occupied by the original article to
criticize the deviations. This is just dull.

I realize that the preoccupation of the
ISL with Stalinism borders on the patho-
logical, and that there is probably no
hope for a reform in this direction:
LaBor ActioN will outdo the New Leader
or bust. But on the other hand, there is -
no need to compete with the Pr oietm T
News in attempts to be pretentiously--
boring. They have you beat, hands down.
It might be a good idea to write a paper -,
that would interest class-conseions work
ingmen and save the stuff you print for -
the New International or a discussion -
bulletin, or just to banter among your- .
selves at bull sessfons. This would bes-
easier on you and easier on the readers.

Now I have no doubt that you can ana- -
lyze hell out of this lettér and can prove
that the writer is eithér (1)”an anar- .
chist, (2) a Republican, (3) a Russian
spy, (4) a Mongolian tourist, or, (5) J.
Edgar Hoover. But none of these is the -
case. The truth is that in order to read
your paper I have to be bennied up to
the gills to keep from, falling asleep.

hours for the effects to wear off, then I
am not worth a damn the following day.

Fraternally,”

RIVERBOAT SLIM
. 2422 N. Halsted
Chicago, Ill.

We appreciate Fellow Worker R. S.’s
word-counting project, all the more since =
reading LA is so painfully boring to him. -
We don’t get such attention even from. %
unbored readers. We regret the pain it
must have caused him, net to speak of !
the bennying it must have taker. The
next time he wishes to sacrifice himself
in this way we would suggest an im-
proved word-count system, however.
Meanwhile we reserve our longer and
duller discussions on questions raised
letters for those cases where pohtlcal
problems are raised. And regards ‘te e
Wobbly friends at 2422.—Ed.




A Now out of print—

'Reutherism’

[{Continued from page 1)

If achieved, it would establish
¢ prineipal for the first time in

~ any decisive sector of industry and

'lt is hard to see how it could be
wen without a Dbitter struggle.
ames Carey, president of the In-
ernational Union of Electrical
Workers and David MacDonald,
jident of the Upnited Steel
Workers, who addressed the auto
delegates, looked to the UAW for
Jeagership in the fight. y
“Reuther intends to lead the way,
remioding us once again of Reu-
therism. The run-of-the-mill official-
dom that curses American umion-
ism moves toward unchartered
mew objectives only when the pres-
sures and discopient of the mem-
‘bership become irresistible. If the
UAW preserved the guaranteed

wage as a sonctified, never attainable,
drecm and settled for a modest wage in-

crecse, events would continue their placid:

course. The employers shrug off such ordi-
ﬁcw demands; the membership, which has
not been pressing its leaders for a big
~fight, would be satisfied.

But Reuther, in his own way, under-
stands that the working class must strive
'-:I:‘or far-réaching social gains. Over and
over he reminds the ranks that they must
fight. for more than ‘“‘a nickel in the pay
envelope,” that their aims must appeal
46 the whole labor movement and to all
society. He views the task of the labor
movement as the steady and continuous
achievement of successive goals in all
spheres of life, slowly but persistently
won over a period of years in strike bat-
tles, negotiations, and pohtwal action.

. e —
In this sense, like the old social-democ-

Taey, he speaks, as he did at this conven-

Aign, of the “historie mission of the labor
movement.” While the UAW prepares to
fight for the guaranteed wage as a con-
“tract demand, it does so from-a stand-
‘pmnt that goes beyond pure-and-simple

nmomsm
i

Foreign Policy

Lagor ActionN has already commented

{last week) on the convention resolution

on “International Relations.” In foreign
policy, the Reutherites find themselves in

_ a tragic contradiction; they look for a
- new. democratic foreign policy but they
. cannot repudiate the directly opposite

‘lime axhich was pursued by Truman and
is: now being essentially continued by
Eisenhower.

. “"We must demonstrate that there is a
democratic alternative to Communism,”
1eads tRg convention resolution. “We
must prove our belief in the right of all
people to win freedom from despotism,
whether it be imposed by other nations
~which bind them to a colonial status, or
- by foreign corporations which extract
their wedlth without just recompense, or
by their own ruling classes which monop-

- olize their land and exploit their workers.

We ust make unmistakably clear that
we support the aspirations of people for

* Ppolitical independence; that in the Middle

East and elsewhere we are aligned with
~the people, not with their landlords or

their exploiters, .. .”

1 A brilliant study
of. the labor movement,

"THE UAW AND
WALTER REUTHER"

by Irving Howe
and B. J. Widick

: $3.00 A Random House Book

Order from

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C.

But has the United States pursued such
a ‘policy? The convention is not informed.

Little of the chauvinist spirit permeat-
ed this convention, far less than in 1951
when the Korean war was still young.
In passing came the expected endorse-
ment of the Korean war but it did not
intrude into other questions—except the
30-hour week, which is a separate story.

With all its contradictions and eva-
sions, Reutherism represents a pressuré
for a more 1a.d.1cal democ].atlc foreign
pollc},

®

Political Action

The 1951 Cleveland convention met
while the United Labor Policy Commit-
tee led a walkout from all war boards and
demanded a change in Washington’s poli-
uea, Emil Mazey was denouncing Tru-
man; the delegates cheered denunciations
of hhe Fair Deal Demoerats; one-third of
them voted for a hotly debated resolution
for the formation of a laber party.

But the mood of Atlantic City in 1953
was different. A Republican administration
holds power; the labor movement is un-
certain about what is to come.

The political-action discussion was
shunted inte a corner; the leaders had
nothing new to say; the delegates were
impatient with discussion which seemed
unnecessary and fruitless.

Paul Silver, president of Local 351, a
member of the Resolutions Committee,
was expected to present minority reports
on several questions but played no role
here or anywhere else. In 1949 he had
presented a minority resolution on politi-
cal action. In 19561 he organized and led
a small group in opposition to the Reu-
ther administration. But he appears to
have made peace with Reuther and aban-
doned his criticisms.

This time he pronounced a few unin-
telligible phrases to indicate that he had
learned an impressive lesson as age
brought wisdom: America needs, he said,
not a party of labor but a party of all
the. people. This unique contribution end-
ed in confusion: did he favor the organi-
zation of a new party or not?

Only two speakers were heard from
the floor before discussion was cut off. A
delegate from Ford Local 400 explained
that Eisenhower’s victory was a protest
of millions of people against the Demo-
cratic Party and that a new party was
urgently necessary to give them alterna-
tive leade:shlp But there was little in-
terest.

STANDSTILL

‘Roy Reuther reporting for the Politi-
cal Action Committee delivered an im-
pressive speech exhorting delegates .and
members to mobilize in a.mighty crusade
“not just for the.CLO but for all the peo-
ple.” Unfortunately, it was somewhat
lacking in content.and vague in direction.

“The resolution-itself, which went almost
unnoticed, marks time and changes noth-
ing in :UAW _policy, which moves neither

backward:nor forward. Its special Reuther-

ite line hecomes apparent when we .com-
pare it to the resolution. adapied iby the
recent C1O convention:

(1) The UAW resolution sharpens up
the attack on Eisenhower.

(2) It criticizes “elements-in,the Demo-
cratic Party” who “propose to reorganize
[if] around the very anti-civil-rights bloc
that dishonored that party’s 1952 plat-
form.” "It opposes the surrender of the
party to the Southern bloe. And it obwi-
ously points to a struggle inside the Dem-
ocratic Party between the liberals and
conservatives,

(3) It reiterates the call of the UAW
for a “new realignment of the political
forces in America. Out of this, there ean
come a clear demarcation between politi-
cal parties standing for people and prog-
ress as opposed to a party representing
property, privilege, and profits.”

L

(4) It proposes the convocation of “a
national conference of labor, farm and
other liberal forees in the spring of 1956
prior to the convening.of both party con-
ventions” to prepare for the presidential
elections, and snmlal state conferences
every two years.

In 1948 Walter Reuther declared him-
self for the formation of a new political
party to bring about a new alignment.
The call for a new party lived its brief

arks

moment and died; but the quest for a
pol)tlcai 1eahgnment continues.

The UAW now: looks toward radicalizing,
American politics within and through the.
two-party system. But Reutherism is nei-
ther a.-worked-out theory nor a clear-cut
political pregram; it is a political and
social ftendency in the working class with
vague principles and shifting tactics, ten-
tative, amorphous and changing with the
wingds: of the times.'

In its own groping fashion it seeks to
expand the influence and power of the
labor movement in the political life of
the nation and- looks toward a. political
regroupment that would' make labor, in
fact: if net in theory, the challenger of
the bourgeoisie for political dominance.
Even when it stands still or moves back-
ward, this aim breaks through.

Reuther’s biggest weakness is not that
he fails to adopt someone else’s program
(ours, for example) but that he fails to
clarify his own program or to fight for it
in the labor movement.

~

N )
INTERNAL PROBLEMS

A surprisingly large percentage of the
convention’s time was occupied with in-
ternal union problems. This might seem
puzzling in view of Reuther’s smooth
control and the virtual non-existence of
opposition.

In the past, internal questions became
the subject of caucus disputes, clear, pub-
lic. But as organized groupings disappear,
the open struggles are replaced by subtle
and elusive difficulties in the relations be-
ween the top. leaders, its staff, the sécon-
dary leadership, and the rank and file. In
settling the faction fight, conclusively and.
finally, the Reuther administration faces a
new and different internal problem.

An ordinary union bureaucracy, having
established unchallenged control and
eliminated effective opposition, is satis-
fied and content to relax in the enjoy-
ment of the commonplace, material per-
quisites of victory. But not the Reuther-
ite leadership. -Its distinetive character
has been created in the experiences and
struggles of the auto workers against
giant monopolies. The more it tightens
and solidifies its control, the more it be-
comes aware of the peculiarities of a new
stage in the development of the UAW.

In reporting what happened at the
convention under the next four headings
the nature of this new stage becomes
clear:

(1) The rout of the Stalinists and the
disappearance of caucuses,

(2) The growth and influence of con-
servative moods among new sections of
the membership.

(3) The loeals and local leadership.
(4) The paid staff.

Caucuses and the
iDemacmtic Spirit

— ! 5
@pposition caucuses have not been il- - - -

legalized or suppressed; they have died
off.

A semi-opposition remains in the pow-
erful Ford Local 600 whose president,
Carl Stellato, an unpredictable careerist,
unites an unreconstructed Addes-Thomas
eroup with ultra-conservatives. Reuther
has been totally unable to absorb them or
to wipe out their influence,

In part, Stellato was compelled to
maintain his oppositionism in sheer self-
defense against an intransigent drive
conducted against him by Reuther at the
last convention on the dues-increase is-
sue. But it xemians purely a loeal phe-
nomenon, and signs already point to an
attempt by Reuther to bring it into line
with a soft, conciliatory policy.

Does the disappearance of organized
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factions signify the beginnings of repres-
sion? This is a question that has disturbed
many. militants, and' understandably so. In
the National Maritime Union, Cnrrnnl
fight against the Communist Party was fol-
lowed by the violent crushing of all criti-
cism and the expulsion of dissidents, Stal-
inist and anti-Stalinist. (A complete re-
port, signed by Norman Thomas, is in the
possession of Walter Reuther.) This con-
vention has gone a long way to demon-
strate that the UAW is not and will not be
like the NMU.

Its sessions were marked by a greater
tolerance and democratic spirit than pre-
vailed two years ago when Coburn Walk-
er of Flint Local 659 and Stellato wexe
provoked, baited, and booed.

Tracey Doll of Hudsen Leocal 154, who
had been expelled at the 1949 convention,
was reinstated at this convention upen
recommendation of the International Ex-
ecutive Board. He came as a delegate and
nominated an opposing candidate for re-
gional director on the West Side of
Detroit. .

CAUCUS FORMED

Upon the eall of large Agricultural
Implement locals representing 40,000
members, a caucus of 150 delegates met
to map out a convention fight against
a recommendation of the top leadership
that would restrict the number of council
meetings. They were pro-Reutherites;
they passed out leaflets and handbills in
the good old UAW tradition. The issue in
itself was comparatively not of great -
importance. But it was a test of UAW
democracy. Would the leadership react
with plessure and intimidatjon to this or-
ganized dissent from its authority, or
would it view the movement as a simple
expression of the normal workings of
democracy?

The Al locals were successful in voting
down the recommendation on the floor of
the convention; but they were far more
inspired by the free and fair atmosphere
of the discussion than by their own vic-
tory.

On the third day, the low point of the
convention -was reached with' the report.
of the Resolutions Committee on the -
“30-Hour Week.” Several locals, includ-
ing Ford Local 600, had proposed that
the UAW make the thirty-hour week an
immediate contractual .demand. The con-
vention committee maintained that this
demand was inopportune as an immediate
fighting slogan and should remain a long-
range obJéctlve If not.hmg ‘else was in- -
volved, the discussion would have caused
hardly a ripple; the advocates of the de-
mand quickly reinterpreted their own
position and retreated. Nevertheless, the
convention resolution is a soxry document
that should be buried and forgotten.

30-HOUR WEEK

In brief, it finds that shorter hours are
incompatible with higher living stand-
ards. We must -make a “choice between
an immediate 30-hour week with a re-
duced living standard and the security
and high living standards that will come
from” a guaranteed annual wage. “The
compelling need is not for more leisure
but for more goods,” the resolution main-
tains. “The shortening of the work-week
. will become an immediate, practiecal,
and urgent issue as soon as it becomes
possible to produce in less than 40 hours
the goods and services needed to provide
high and satisfactory living standards,”

These are the classical arguments of
corporation apologists and have always
been_dismissed  with contempt by .labor.
By ﬁghfmg for shorter hours. and higher
standards of living #hrough higher wages
the .labor movement puts constant pres-
sure upon the employers to increase pro-
ductivity by moderhization and improve-
ment of productive capacity. Cheap labor
at long hours tends to restrict productiv-
ity; high-paid labor and shorter hours tend
to increase it.

Fortunately, we know that-the UAW
will never take its own arguments seri- -
ously. The committee was so zealous in
proving that the demand was being
pressed by Communists that it seized up-
on any old random thoughts. . . . Certain
political” foreces outside our wunion,” the
resolution maintains, “choose fhis time
to inject . . . the impractical and unreal-
istic demand for a 30-hour week now.”
And a five-paragraph diatribe agamst
the Communist Party follows.

The delegates voted for the resolution
but; speakers on both sides expressed their
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distaste for dragging “Communism” into
a discussion of union tactics. Everyone
knows that the fight against the CP in
‘the UAW has been finished and that the
‘party has been utterly and completely
routed. As the- discussion proceeded, the
leadership felt impelled to modify its po-
sition, stress the Tegitimacy of the 30-
hour week and withdraw the implied
charge of “Communism.” A tirade
Against the Communist Party is no long-
er-an adequate substitute for a discussion
of serijous issyes. '

The (ﬁse of |
Ford Local 600

©Only in the UAW could we have wit-
nessed a discussion as full and as demo-
.eratic as the debate on the case of -Local
600. I was the convention highpoint.
Delegates came at 9:30 a.m. to start the
day’s sessions and remained until the
close at 9 p.m.

Five hours were devoted to the appeal
of five acgused Stalinists in Local 600
against a decision of the International
Executive Board barring them from run-
ning for local office and to a parallel but
independent appeal from the local itself.
The UAW constitution bars those who are
“members of or subservient to the Com-
munist Party"” from holding union office but
does not bar them from union membership.
This provision was adopted in 1941, but
this Is the first instance of its actual en-
forcement.

Dave Moore represented the five and
Stellato spoke for the local. They both

¥

- _received unlimited time; Stellato spoke

for about an hour and a half.

One year ago, when the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities agi-
tated Detroit over “red domination” .in
Ford Local 600, the International Execu-
tive Board lifted the local’s autonomy,
placed it under administrative control,
apd removed five minor officers as Stalin-
ists. Stellato and other top local officers
rétained their posts. The five had already
been tried by a loeal trial committee and
had been exonerated by the local general
council. The technical aspects of the ap-
peals are somewhat complicated; essen-
tially they challenged the right of the
International Board to supersede the lo-
cal and to overturn its decision without
pursuing other channels within the UAW
constitution.

STELLATO'S ZIGZAGS

The background of this case, however,
devious and intricate as it is, is essential
for an understanding of Stellato’s er-
ratic.and opportunist line on the one hand
and the ineffectual, panicky administra-
tive procedures of the International on
the other.: :
~The -Reutherites, properly so-called,
have never been able to establish a popu-
lar base in Ford Local 600. In the earliest
days of the faction fight, the CP-Addes-
Thomas control over the local was chal-

-lenged only by ultra-conservatives” who
were easily defeated. After Reuther’s
final victory, he appointed the most popu-
lar and able of the former Addesites to
his pawyroll but while they became his
followers, their local influence immedi-
ately vanished and the situation was no
better than before. x

This political impasse could have been
setfled in a consiructive ‘way only by a
duplication in the local of the ideclogicdl
campaign that-had won the victory in the
International, But ‘the mew Internationdl
administration was now wary of such cam-
paigns dand souwght to by-pass the real
problem by reliance on its jpowers of
appointment to the paid staff and finally
by administrative intervention. This policy
collapsed when applied to Local 600.

Stellato was elected president of Loeal
600 in 1950 as a conservative pro-Reu-
therite. campaigning on an ultra-anti-
communist platform, intending to ride
the wave of anti-Stalinism. On taking
office, he forced local officers to sign a
loyalty pledge. When the five Stalinists
signed, he initiated charges against them
demanding their removal from office un-
der the terms of the UAW constitution.
He launched his eareer as the man who
would bring Local 600 into the Reuther
camp by simple and vulgar Stalinist-
hunting.

But in 1951 his eampaign backfired. He
ran into the briek wall that broke the

- whead of eyery eonservative in Local 600.

-of th

While his charges were pending, new
elections took place. The old unrecon-
structed Addes group (by now the real
Stalinists were weak and decimated by
defections) took control of the local Gen-
erdl Council. Stellato himself was re-
elected by a greatly reduced majority.
When he saw the tide running against
him, he threw off allegiance to Reuther,
entered into a bloe with his former op-
ponents, and began a savage attack on

the policies of the International tq restore”

.a new local base.

UNLIMITED TIME ST

The new Stellato began to flirt with
Stalinist fellow-traveller committees and,
in line with his new position, carried on
a campaign against the dues Increase in
'1951. But in 1951 the Reutheérites were
determined, to the exclusion of every
other consideration, to win a dues in-
crease at the ’51 convention. They at-
tacked him mercilessly as a union-wreck-
er, using him as a whipping-boy to bring
the convention into line (Stellato was
booed off the floor of a Reuther caucus
meeting). But in 600, he used these at-
tacks to increase his own popularity and
in self-defense began an even more ex-
treme campaign ' against the Interna-
tional.

When the House Committee came to
Detroit and the International took over
the local, Stellato quickly dropped the
CP. By a cantpaign of simultaneous de-
nunciation of the CP and of the Inter-
national, he was able to unite virtually
the whole local behind him and was re-
elected president in 1952 with no opposi-
tion after the International had with-
drawn.

Stellato's appeal’ to -the convention was
consequently not a defense of the five but
a device for defending himself and pre-
senting his own criticisms of Reuther fo
the convention. And for this, he received
unlimited time. K

(He was a candidate for regional di-
rector on Detroit’s West Side and turned
his appeal into a campaign speech. He
was defeated, retaining the support of the
Ford Local 600 delegation but only win-
ning a sprinkling of votes from other
locals.)

John W. Livingston, UAW vice-presi-
dent, presented the case against the five;
a more uninspiring defense of the Inter-
national could have been thrown to-
gether but not without tedious effort.

LIVINGSTONE RECITES

He spoke as a prosecutor, pure and
simple, proving by a seven-year accumu-
lation of newspaper clippings that the
five were in fact CPers or subservient to
its line. He illustrated the drastic emer-
gency in Local 600 by an excerpt from an
article written in the CP press by one
appellants on: Stalin’s 1950 birth-
day.”Fhe following gem deserves to be
immortalized as an insidious example of

-the underground Communist technique of

wedkening the American labor
ment; we would die laughing:
"Several photos of Joe Stalin were hung
‘on the bulletin boards in the Métor Build-
ing. On the time clock-of one department
a large picture hung all day: Shortly be-
‘fore lunch a ‘worker invited me ‘to eaf my
‘lunch with a group of wrokers near the
machines. When | got there, | found fhem

move-

sitting in a semi-circle. | sat on a box re-

served for me in the center. All of a sud-
den all heads came together and a song

‘began. There between the machines—in

tow but firm voices—they sang 'Happy
Birthday dear Joe: happy birthday, dear
Joe; happy birthday, fo you.”

For twelve years, the UAW constitu-
tion barred Communists from holding of-
fice; Livingstone jad made no effort to
justify this clause or to explain why it
had to be enforced after gathering dust
all these years. It is hard to understand
why he was assigned this task unless he
insisted on the pure joy of it. He is total-
ly incapable of arousing the militant,
progressive, democratie, anti-totalitarian
sentiments of UAW menibers against
Stalinism. The convention voted over-
whelmingly to support the Board; but
it was not a token of sympathy for
Livingstone’s performance, which was

forgotten before he had finished, but of.

uncompromising hostility to the CP.
Dave Moore, representing the five, was
heard by the delegates, who listened pa-
tiently, politely, and tolerantly, but with-
out sympathy. He could not make an im-
pressive case; he did not try to prove
that they were not Stalinists; nor did he
succeed in making a case for their right
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to hold office if they were Stalinists; he
appealed for defense of democracy and
opposition to McCarthyism, but no one
was moved; a spokesman for Stalimist to-
talitarianism can hardly arouse enthusi-
asm for demoeracy.

STOLE THE SHOW .
For Local 600, Steltato dented that any

emergency justified the intervention of -

the Board, pointing out that former local
officers now on Reuther’s staff never act-
ed against the CP. The Board moved in,
‘he insisted, only because it could not
bring him, Stellato, into line. He defend-
ed the tight of Ford Facts, official local
paper, to criticize international policy,
and summarized his -position as follows:

"Brother Reuther must be fold ‘by this
convention that his authority is cleatly
tefimed and limited by the constitution of
+he UAW; and the fact that today he is
riding High in a political sense . .. must ot
misfead him into setting a precedent that
fhe presidemt of our organization has
super-dictatorial powers. Such a prece-
dent once established, would destroy our
union."

At the same fime, Stellato boasted that
it was he and no one else who initiated
the charges against the five. He claimed,
moreover, that Livingstone’s bulging
briefecase of clippings was supplied by
him from the Local 600 trial records. His
own democratic intentions were delicately
formulated as follows: )

“If they [the .Ford workers] thought
for one minute that the president of our
local union was Communist-dominated
and Communist-controlled, not only
would they defeat him at the polls but
they would tar and feather him—and he

should be tarred and feathered if he is

controlled by the Communist Party.”

The International won the wote but
Stellato stole the show. In the hour and
a half at this disposal, he wove argu-
ments that appealed to militants afd
democrats together with those that en-
dear him to conservatives. Even those
who voted against him and rejected his
arguments welcomed a public discussion
of his dispute with the International.
This was a democratic union deciding an
issne after a genuinely democratic dis-
cussion.

Conservative Mobds
In the Ranks

The union constitution authorized the
International Exectuive Board to *‘direct
members to leave the plants in which
they are employed for a limited period of
time in order to participate in demonstra-
tions. . . .” This clause was déleted, not
because the Board intends never to call
demonstrations, ‘but because its text has
been quoted demagogically by employers
.and rival unions to frighten unorganized
conservative-minded workers from join-
ing a radical UAW. This points up the

-new situation implicit in the growth and

progress of the union,

When Reuther defeated tite ‘Addes bloc
‘in 1947, the membership of the UAW stood
-t 800,000. Since fhen, it has experienced
a phenomenal increase, rising to more
than 1,300,000 in 1953, with prospects
-ahead for greater gains. The men and
women who came up with the union from
the days of the great sit-ins and who par-
ticipated in the democratic faction fights
-are -now in a smdll minority, cutnumbered
by the majority of new, inexperienced,
‘relatively raw #few members, including
thousdnds of simple card-helders.

Reutherites are keenly sensitive to the '

changing composition of the membership.
At a pre-convention mass meeting, Reu-
ther regretfully reported that many
members, unaware of the union’s early
struggles and sacrifices, are convinced
that their rights and conditions are the
philanthropie contributions of enlight-
ened management and not hard-won
gains wrested from stubborn bosses.”He
appealed to the assembled delegates to
turn their memberships inté real union
men, dramatizing the task in a slogan:
“First we organize them, that's the easy
part; then we must unionize them, that's
the hard part.”

At this convention, more than ever be-
fore, conservative moods were expressed
confidently and openly as their spokes-
men, for the first time, found a respon-
sive audience and-were raised to the level

of respectability. On “International Re-
lations,” two delegates objected to the
sympathy for “revelution” in the offieial
resolution. On “Education,” delegates
rose in defense of parochial schools and
demanded equal treatment from the go¥-
ernment; on the “Thirty Hour Wesk,”

- ome poor Southern slave annownced that

his plant was working 6070 hours &
week and he didn’t think it was too much,
Elsewhere, one original thinker bemoin-
ed the passing of old traditions which

kept women -at home with the childrén
and left breadwinning to men.

RIGHT WING ACTS UP

The elections recorded what top Red-
‘therites consider the firs? major victory for
conservatism. All fop officers and regional
‘directors were re-elected wifh liffle opps-.
'sition except in Region 8 (the South).
‘Here, Tom Starling, former director, wds
defeated by an unknown named Ciampa,

Starling was, with Gosser, first of the
old UAW Board members to support
Reuther. Ciampa, who -defeated him by
only 7 votes, is considered to be a sup-
porter of Vice-President Livingstone, the -
conservative and outspokenly anti-social-
ist enemy of all “longhairs.” The top
Reutherites are.now infuriated by a-weH'g
founded suspicion that Livingstone had
intervened to maneuver Starling’s defeat.

In accordance with a new protocol of
mutual self-protection, the top leaders
have always come to the aid of one an-
other when opposition arises in their re-
spective regions. Serious movements have
arisen from time to time against Kerri-
gan in New York, against McCusker in
Detroit, and against Greathouse in
Hlinois. In every ‘dase, oppesition camé
from the more militant pre-Reutherites
who wanted to replace conservative in-
competents by a more aggressive, more
effective, more authentically pro-Reuther-
ite leadership. In every case, Reuther in-
tervened on the side of the incumbents
to protect them from Reuther’s own pre-
gressive followers. L

This is the first time that an old Reuthers
ite has been cut down by the conservative:
wing. Starling was left without top sup.
port while Livingstone moved in for the '
kill. Ironically enough, many of Livinge
stone's opponents in Region 8 were mb-
mentarily sucked in to the movement to
elect Ciampa. Since in every previous
case, the top léadership sought to defend
the status-quo, they assumed that Ciam-
pa’s candidacy represented a certain in-
dependence and rank-and-filism. Only oo
late did it become clear that he was de-
pendent upon Livingstone.

The Reutherites were taken by sur-
prise. At regional parties following the
elections, a pall of gloom hung over their
celebrations. Reuther visited several
gdtherings to remind his real followeys— .
and console them— that he knew who
‘the genuine Reutherites were. The custom
of excluding the ranks from Knowledge
of the issues involved in their regional.

“elections has boomeranged against the !

Reutherites.
tConcluded next week)
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(Continued from page 1]

80 as to bring about an armistice in
- Korea.”
. Chou’s proposal, on its face, is very
- elose to the one made by the Indian dele-
gation in the United Nations last winter.
That proposal had envisaged turning over
. the prisoners who do not want to go home
‘' to a neutral commission made up of Po-
- land, Czechoslovakia, Sweden and Switz-
- erland, and included a timetable for re-
_ patriationy after which the final disposi-
. tion of those still left in the hands of the
eommission was to be turned back to the
_United Nations as a whole.
Chou’s proposal is that “those captured
personnel of our side who, under the in-
timidation and oppression of the oppos-
_ing side, are filled with apprehension and
~are afraid to return home, be handed
over to a neutral state.” While they are
in neutral custody, Chou added, “expla-
\,_na’.tmns be given to them by the parties
‘.concerned, thus ensuring that the ques-
" tion of their repatriation will be justly
" settled and will not obstruct the realiza-
* tion of an armistice in Korea.”

=U. S."RELUCTANT

It is quite evident that this represents
a major shift in the officially expressed at-
*‘#itude of the Stalinists on the prisoner of
“ war question. At the last session of the
- United Nations, the American delegation
- regarded the Indian fruce proposal with
- suspicion, ‘and forced a number of con-
. crete modifications in it which were quite
 distasteful to the Indian and some other
- delegations. Yet it was the Russians who
- rejected the whole scheme outright, and
insisted on the return of all prisoners of
- war, regurdless of their own wishes in the
matter. It is virtually certain that, fol-
lowing Chou's s'l'ufemoni Yishinsky will not
repeat the same line' in the UN now.

‘But does this mean that the problem is
- as good as settled, and a truce in Korea is
assured?

That remains to be seen. Chou’s speech
-may reflect a decision on the part of the
Stalinists to end the active fighting in
-Korea promptly if the Americans are
. willing to make this as easy as possible

{Continued from page 1)
-ply to political prisoners, who in the
‘mass fill the slave-labor camps.

* The gambit is as old as the institution
of monarchy—the king is dead, long live
the king who will remedy the evils of his
-predecessor. The tsars knew all about it.
Notwithstanding, we seem to hear a mur-
“mur of falk about this step foreshadow-
+ing a real liberalization of Stalinism—g
<not a loud murmur, to be sure, but mere-

ly enough to show that there are people

whose capacity to be duped is never
damped

The amnesty testifies to the precarions
posifion that the bureaucracy feels itself

~ 4o be in. A new king always sighs to be
doved by his people; the Kremlin masters
can hope only to be endured, but even

#his has to be bought ot a price.

One of the tasks before Malenkov, if
he is to establish himself in Stalin’s
niche, is also to re-establish the distine-
tion which Stalin worked to implant in
people’s minds, between the No. 1 boss,
who is fundamentally kindly and genial

-if omly he knows what is going on, and

the scurvy underlings who commit erimes
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.are a number of *“liberals,”

Kremlin Peace Drive

for them, while maintaining their basic
position on repatriation. On the other
hand, it is still not excluded that the
strategy might be to give every appear-
ance of wanting to end the war in Korea,
while seeking new arguments with which
to throw the blame for the continuation
of the war on the Americans.

By the time this issue of LABOR ACTION
has .reached its readers, it is quite likely
that the Eisenhower administration will
have made public its reply to the Stalin-
ists on the question of the sick and

wounded prisoners, and possibly even on .

reopening negotiations at Panmunjom. It
is evident, however, that at the moment
they are weighing their moves very care-
fully. And they have good reason to.

In recent weeks American generals
have been giving American public opin-
ion the impression that at the time the
truce negotiations were first epened the
United Nations forces in Korea were in
a position to win a swift military victory,
and that they were only prevented from
doing this by the “ill-advised” truce nego-
tiations. In the past week, however, the
limited successes of the Stalinist attacks
in Korea have once more demonstrated
that the Chinese and North Koreans are
not at all in'a position of suing fg)l peace
out of weakness.

Such a demonstration of strength was
probably the real reason for launching
these attacks. But the American adminis-
tration which has to answer to the bel-
ligerent know-nothings in Congress may
be reluctant to appear to be willing to
reopen negotiations under the blows of a
Stalinist military offersive.

EFFECT ON WEST

The actual course which negotiations
will follow remains to be. seen, But it is
evident that if the Stalinists are really set
on ending the shooting war in Korea, this
confronts the Eisenhower administration
with a number of very ticklish questions.

The very first effect of the statements
by Kim Il Sung and Chou En-lai was to
drop-the value of stocks in the war indus-
tries on. the American stock exchange.
Spokesmen of the administration have

AR,

against the people behind his back. There
is many a bureuacrat who will have to be

slapped down in order to prove to the,

people that the oppression they suffer
under is sternly resented by the Boss
whenever he happens to find out about
such misconduct. Just write a letter to
Pravda. . . .

]

Tammany on the Hunt

In New York City politics—while a
wordy battle is taking place among the
city’s leaders over Governor Dewey’s plan
to soak the New York-transit rider—
Tammany is openly shopping for a may-
oralty candidate, DeSapio, the incumbent
Tammany leader, has made it known that
he will support anyone who he thinks has
a chance to_win, and, in winning, refur-
bish the old club’s halls at the same
time. Figuring prominently among those
whom DeSapio is thinking of  tapping
including
Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr., though wheth-
er they would accept the honor is another
matter.

One city political commentator has al-
ready mentioned that the Tammony sachem
would not even be averse to supporting
Rudolph Halley, present City Council pres-
ident who was elected by the Liberal Par-
ty. It is not impossible, from both sides.
Tammany has no love for Mayor impellit-
‘teri; ond Halley, although put in office
solely by the Liberal Porty, has made it
quite. clear that he is not a Liberal Party
man. Some Liberals even feel he has gone
out of his way to thumb his nose at the
party.

This is only one of the aspects of the
preliminaries to the next mayorally elec-
tion which may put the Liberal Party on
the spot. Its record of tortuous deals with
both Democrats and Republicans in the
city may trip it up: what, for example,
if the GOP runs Rep. Javits, whom the

- Liberals have supported in the past .. .?

Oné reason why DeSapio has room to
maneuver is that the Liberal Party does

hastened to assure the nation that even if
the Stalinists are anxious to cool off the
war in Korea and elsewhere, the govern-
ment will not cancel a single order for
guns or planes and will not slow down
the draft by a single man.

Such words will, of course, be blown up
in print wherever the Stalinists have-a
printing press. They express a real di-
lemma for the American government.

On its lowest level, the problem is a
very serious economic one: how to keep
the signs of economic softening from
growing more widespread if the cold war
lets up, even if temporarily. And on a
world level the problem is even more dif-
ficult: how to keep the American bloc of
nations building up its military might
and increasing its political and economic
cohesiveness if the Russian threat seems
to be diminishing?

In its basic terms the problem touches
at the heart of America’s world position.
The United States has been able to lead

~and drive the rest of the non-Stalinist
world not because it has offered a new
principle of organization, a positive vista
of a better world which could enlist the
enthusiasm and support of large masses
of people in all lands; America’s success
. has been based on the impoverishment of
the rest of the world, and above all, on
the Stalinist threat to the continued ex-
istence of capitalism in Western Europe
and those parts of Asia. where it still
exists,

If for any reason the size and immediacy
of this threat is or seems to be diminished,
all the disintegrative and centrifugal
forces; in the American bloc will be
strengthened. It is quite likely that if the
Stalinists persist in their "peace™ offensive
one of the motivations is precisely a cal-
culation on these dlsiniegruh\re forces.

From the socialist point of view, an
easing of the cold-war tensions woulcl be
a positive gain. But ‘this will only be so
if the labor and socialist movements all
over the world utilize such a “breathing
spell” to strengthen their own indepen-
dence, both organizationally and pro-
grammatically. They can offer a positive
principle to the peoples of the world
which a dying capitalism cannot.

not-say: We will run our own candidate
for mayor, against both the GOP and
Tammany.

®

"Uncle Bountiful

‘To people who think the U. S. is run-
ning a give-away program with its Mar-
shall aid and Point Four “handouts”
throughout the world, the action by Bur-
ma last week must seem fantastic. Here
a small Asian government declines to
take some millions of good American dol-
lars, and—strangest of all—Washington
is reported to be “unhappy” about it!
Lady Bountiful wants to force her alms
on the poor but proud recipient. Why? In
all the press reports that have appeared
on this episode, there is one bit of infor-
mation so obviously missing that it sig-
nals its existence in loud tones.

Can the explanation be merely the
complaint of the Burmese that the U. S.
is aiding the Chinese guerrilla bands of
ex-Chiang Kai-shek troops who roam
within her border to make forays on Stal-
inist China? Well, just possibly; in that
case, presumably, the DBurmese are
“punishing” the naughty Americans by—
refusing to accept thieir money! Maybe
it’s the. Oriental mind. . . . .

A more sensible explanation cries for
attention. We venture to doubt that Prime
Minister U Nu has any objections to ac-
cepting U. 5. money. We venture to sug-
gest that what he is rejecting are the
strings that go along with the money.

- He wants a free hand to prosecute his
case against Chiang’s guerrillas in the
UN or elsewhere; and what threats have
the Americans made, directly or indirect-
ly, to eonvince him that he should leave.
Chiang alone and tolerate his bandits?

Understandably U Nu has not spoken
out about this, not wishing to antagonize
the Western giant any more than he has
to, but we would be interested to know
why the State Department is so terribly
anxious to tell Burma, “Oh come on now,
take the dough. . ..”

The ISL Program
-in Briet

The Independent Socialist League stands

for socialist democracy and against the

two systems of exploifation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a néw social system, in
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a ltutal totalitarianism—
a new form of expléitation. Its agents in
every country, the. Communist Parties, are
unrelenting enemies of socialism and have
nothing in common with socialism—uwhich
cannot exist without effective democratic
control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Stal-
inism are today at each other’s throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the

_people leave the capitalist and Stalinist

rulers in power. Independent Socialism
stands for building and sirengthening the
Third Camp of the people against both war
blocs.

The ISL, as @ Marxist movement, looks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle to
better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We seek to join together with all
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an mdependen} lebor party and other pro-
gressive policies.

" The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There can
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out socialism, and there can be no secial-
ism without democracy. To enroif- ander
this banner, join }he Independent Socialist
League!
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