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‘Responsible’ GOP Leaders Look
More Like McCarthy Every Day

... page 8

Langer, FBI, Attorney General's Office, Fascists Play a Shady Role in— :

By H. W. BENSON

Six weeks ago, a Senate judiciary subcommittee, under the chair-
manship of William Langer, Republican of North Dakota, met to con-
sider the nomination of Earl Warren for chief justice. Warren was
already serving as an interim Eisenhower appointee, He had been gov-
ernor of California, a pillar of respectable society, a conservative de-
pendable Republican, unblemished, unstained, an American. By every

{aw of reason and politics, the Senate
ment as a matter of routine.

should have confirmed this appoint-

But these are not ordinary times. Do we really know, for example,
that he was never a Communist? Only the FBI can tell. . . .

The subcommittee stalled and stalled. Meanwhile lengthy hearings

By GORDON HASKELL

dered and completed.

A Supreme Court justice, who is charged wdh the responslbthfy of A
evaluating the Constitution and law in all their majesty, is in turn evalu- *
ated by cops and snoeps on the basis of evudence supplied, among others, = -

by nitwits and serewballs.

Senator Langer is reputed to be a fanatical defender of the patron- ]
-age rights of the sovereign state of North Dakota, which he claims has

The Dirty Mess Around the Warren (ase

were opened. Wild charges from.crackpots all over the country were -
solemnly entered into the record and weighed, until a furor of protest .
from the administration itself, Eisenhower, Nixon and Knowland forced -
the committee’s hand and it voted.to recommend confirmation: But not '
before a Full Field Investigation-of Warren by the FBI had been ors -

been shabbily treated in the distribution of political plums. He sought;

Dulles Happ y Over Zero gesult
n Berlin: He Kept His Shirt

@

The sole decision arrived at by the Blg Four conference in Berlin, which was able to settle none of the
problems of Eurepe, was to hold a Big Five Conference on Asia. And the Eisenhower administration (that

government of
to go to Geneva,

“initiative”) which was so reluctant to send Dulles to Berlin, will now be just as reluctant

In both cases the conferences were not of this government’s choosing. They were imposed on it by the
demands of its allies in Europe that some attempt be made to reach agreements which would decrease the

burdens of the cold war on them. -
These demands, in turn, reflect the
ardent desires of their peoples for
an extended prospect of peace.

The Berlin conference has only

confirmed the prospect of an ex-
tended stalemate in Eurcpe. There is litte
possibility that the conference on Asia
whli do more.

One of the most striking aspects of the
Berlin conference, and of the one planned
for Geneva in April, is that they have
completely bypassed the United Nations
as a factor in international politics. This
is brought home with special welght with
respect to the latter gathering,

Chief " items on the agenda of the
Geneva conference will be a settlement
of the war in Korea and an attempt to do
the same for the war in Indo-China. The
Korean war was sponsored or at least
endorsed by the UN, and sixteen UN na-
tions participated more or less actively

_on the American side. Yet it is not the

TN, or any subdivision of the UN which
is .calling this conference. The Big Four
are calling it and inviting Stalinist
China, North and Scuth Korea and other

- governments which participated in the

war directly to attend “if they wish to.” |

TALK-SHOP

Even if this may bring serrow to the
bleeding hearts who have stubbornly con-
tinwed to regard the UN gs o serious fac-
tor it world affalrs, if has of least one ad-
vanfuge, ¥ makes even clearer than be-
fore this reafity: the UN is o tolking shop,
a propagonda scundboard. The real deci-
sions are made by the greot powers.

Last year, when the UN teok up the
question of what kind of conference to
hold for the settlement of the ¥orean
war, the U, 8. government insisted that

it be a “two-sided” conference with its
supporters on one side and the Stalinists,
inelading Russia and China, on the other.
With much reluetance and a good deal of
American strong-arming, the UN voted
for this kind of set up. That led to the
blind alley of the Panmunjom discussions
from which the U. 8. government
emerged with nothing but an alleged in-
sult to its honor.

But now the Big Four have settled the
corposition of the conference
brisk secret sessions. The setilement, to
be sure, is an obvions defeat for the

in six |

Washington position. Stalinist China and
Russia will both be there, the latter as
an inviting power and the former as a
welecome guest. No one knows whather
Chiang Kai-shek will be invited at all.
The UN resolution on the conference is

. simply forgotten.

Reports from Berlin indicate thot Dulles
left the scene in what ene deseribes as
"high fettle.,” ¥ appears that he was
pleased that he came off as easlly as he
did. Atter all, it could have been much
worse! What if the Russians had agreed

{Contiaved on page 7)

it is sazid, to force the administration to

correct this injustice by holding up its
appointments, Such may have been his

motivations, but only in this era of the:

Red Perit could such caleulations be ap-

plied with spectular success.
It was inevitable: amo

tionary line.” A not unimpressive

achievemnent, difficiit even for dedicated

Marxists!

FASCIST POPS UP~

Another denunciation maintained that
he igs “biased toward the AFIL labor

the eharg:es,'_
" presented to the subcommittée, and pab- .
licly announced by it, was the accusation
that Warren had a “100 per cent perleet - ik
record of following the Marxist revolu- .

't _

Tbe "Young Socialist Clm_llehge’.- hiv
AGAINST BOTH WAR CAMPS!

A 4-Page Section for Students and Youth
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moncpoly.” Besides, he was accused of
being .an ordinary crock. All this was. -

duly submitted to the FBI, which report- -

ed that it had “folicwed all the leads we
had.”

Then began the battle of dosslers in
which “communists'' were flung abowt like
mortar shells, Warren Olney 3d, assistant
ofterney general, sprang to Warren's de-

fense ond sought, to disprove the charge . :
of “"Marxism" by proving that some of the |
chief Justice’s denigrofors were some kind -

of “Communit¥s" themselves.

Olney drew out of his files an 3r1fl-long. ;

dossier oen one Burr McGloskey, who had
forwarded to the subcommiitee z letter

written by another man named Wilson,
racketeering. -

charging Warren with
Wilson, a shady character, 2 sort of
{Torn to last pagel

Business Booms at Detroit Welfare Dept.

By JACK WILSON _
DETROIT, Feb. 21—~Two important sub-

sidiaries of the auto industry already,

show every sign of the kind of spring
pickup that President Eisenhower and
C. E. Wilson have been talking about,

Busimess is booming of the first subsidi. -
aty. I¥ has doubled iti work force and put.

en a full second skift. The name of this
compony is the Detroit City Welfare De.
partment. As more and more unemploy-
ment compensation benefits end, the Wel-
fare Deporimeant e:pects even grec'l'er
business.

The second submdlary is gmwmg in
leaps and bounds on a national 'scale. It
is the car bootlegging business. Only this
weekend, the Akron Beacon-Journal
printed a semsational story of the opera-
tions of car bootlegging rings in that
area. Previously, the Augusta * (Ga.)
Journal exposed some chicanery going
on down south. And last week Detroit
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papers carried 2 reprint of an exposé in
Motor magazine on the car bootlegging
business which centers in Detroit, home

_of self-anointed virtuous car dealers and

sacred car manufacturers and in Chi-
cago,

What this signifies is, of counrse, the
real state of affairs in the auto industry,
which neither the Republican adminis.
tration, nor the newspapers which print
the stories, care to talk about in basie
terms. .

The welfare sl-ory Is the #ragic part of
the real situotion in Michigan employment.
After all the prodding and crificism by
Waiter P. Reuther, UAW .and €10 presi-
dent. government offclals finally gof
aroutd fo making fresh surveys on umem-
ployment, ond us a result, De#rocif was
placed in the “distressed labor area"
¢lass, The government admitted unemploy-
ment in Detroit was 107,000 by mid-Janu-

_ary. As part of this same sorvey, the fed-

B A B R SRR SR Sy R RE  rry

eral administration admitted last weel -
that unemploymaent figures they used wefe

ot least 728.000 too low.
As far as Detroit is concerned, é’veﬂ

‘the latest fignre is stili too low, for tle |

Mm:hrgfan Employment Seeurity Comm:g- .

. ston: said on Febraary ¢ that Detroit, un-

S i R T ke

employment had _reached 121,000 and. - g
Michigan. unemployment the high figure. .

of 220,000.
The lacl of confidence of the auto in-

. dustry in any real spring pickup is

shown by the desperate means being
used now to seil new cars. This is where

the car bootlegging racket comes into. 5
being, with the knowliedge of the COrpo- ;-
rations, according to a Chevrolet dealer

in Georgia until General Motors shat-

him up.

The racket consists simply of dealers:
selling new cars to used-car dealers, al- .

most at cost. The used-car dealers then
{Tura to last page}
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LABOR ACTION

Needed: Left- Mng Forces
Dlssatlsfactmn Mounts in BLP

y ALLAN VAUGHAN

LONDON, Feb. 18—The condition of the Labor Party is not good, it is

_tlear from some recent danger signals.

No Iess a personage than Richard Stokes, the former Labor minis-
ter of works, has said so. In a speech to his constituents in Ipswich, he
‘declared that the party needs ‘‘more vigorous leadership-at the -top.”

It will be recalled that Richard Stokes was the first Labor member have been lost in-the LP.

to accuse the Bevanites of having
. formed "a party within a parly,”
ond his open attack on the official
"leadership:can be interpreted only
as a sign that dissatisfaction with

‘¥he Lobor Party's front bench in
ihe House of Commons has reachéd even
“she fardened onti-Bevanites in the party.
" In the course of his speech he said:
“The Chinese have a saying that ‘A fish
starts rotting at the head’ Not that I
feel as badly as that about the Labor
Party, but what we want is stlmulatmg
and we shan’t get it without a change.”
But he protected hitnself from any coun-
tgrattack from the official leadership by
saying that “This is no eriticism of those
4t the top who have served the party
ﬁnd the couniry well and who WDuld
probably like to take things easier.”
main reason for Stokes’ timely
remmder to the Labor front beneh was
the unhappy showing of Labor candi-
_ ddtes in two by-elections which fook
plaoe last week.

+ AJNREST

“The failure of the Labor Party parlia-
mentary group to take & position on the
' fndustrial issues that have arisen over
tHe last fow months has led to a state of

apathy in the ranks. Although Wilfred
Burke, the party chairman, established
‘the faet in a party broadcast over the
_BBC that it was the Tory government’s
dlsmantllng of the “welfare state” that
cis ):esponsm!e for the threat of a general
géramble, yet. it was clear that he
(1 e,, the official wing of the party) has
" 'no use for “unmnshtutwnal” strike ae-
. tion such as has begn faken in the ease
of the . well- .organized and powerfully
ﬁﬁp;po »d - Electrical Trades Union
at,ﬁkes or any concerted action by the
t:nwmsts to get wage increases.

THe recent "coup” in the Parliamentary
" LaBor Party; which led %o the replacement
of the 71.year-old chair; glsuu of the troade-
- unten group of Laber MPs by o young 40-
~year:old onti-Bevanite, George Brown, iz

c—stgmﬁcant omen of fotore developments.

. More-uand ‘mare, the opposition inside the

" Lahor Party will come from #rade-union-
ls}s and trade-union MPs who will force
$he party to toke a stand on these Issues
—pyer if they have In the past lined them-

. selves up with the right wing of the parly,

" EARSIGHTED TORIES

1t is no accident that the Tory party
1tse1f which' is concerned more with
lonig-range policies and long-term inter-
- est? than the employers are in many
¢ases, has so far taken a rather detached
. ¥iew of the industrial disputes. Sir Wal-
tef Monkton, the “non-political” minister
- of labor, has urged the employers to
+ make minor concessions rather than fight
the\ unions with the big stiek.
‘More farsipghted than the electrical
_ and -engineering employers, he and the
TPory cabinet realize that a last- ditch
“stand by these - “irresponsible™ employers
will ouly spark the trade unions into de-
~ disive action. Retreat or withdrawal to
prepared positions, at this stage, is the
gounsel of the Tory minister of labor.
_'There can be little doubt that it will not
need much provocation on the part of
the Tory government to set in motion a
train of industrial disturbances that
'wouid shake Toryism to ifs very core.
The problem In the Lobor Parfy is quite
smlple. There are not sufficient farces or
shcrp encugh political positions to be the
basis for an effective left wing within the
.. party. The periodicals that exist serve in
mast cases to ginger wp or pepper $he

life of the movement, but nothing more.

Even the Bevanite Tribunre is falling
down on the job. On international ques-
tions Tribune takes a broadly utopian
line or a line very close to that of the
traditional fellow travelers. For Tribune,
the main task is to “ease” worid tension
by four- eor five-power conferences, s0
that rearmament can be reduced and the
resulting “surplus” expenditure be di-
verted to a “World Plan for Mutual Aid”
in which all the countries of the world
would participate. A very fine picture,
only it -cannot have any correspondence
with the harsh realities of powkr polities.

Nowhere. does the Tribune see the in-
ternational working. class movement as
the only lever which can “ease” world
4ension by throwing the great powers on
to the defensive, thus setting the ground
for general action .to remove all capital-
ist governments and bhureaucratic tyrah-
nies.

It cannot be sald that the New Stofes-
man and Nation is much bedter. As a mal-
ter .of fact, it is much ‘worse. Though it
reaches only the so-called intellectual cir-
cies both within qnd withou? the Labor
movement, its-influence Is considerable, I+

- preaches o policy of "live dad let live,”

which more often than not looks like the
propaganda we are accustomed to from
the CP-when If is in a “pacific” or Popu-
lar-Frontist mood.

iLP AT A FORK
Only the Socialist -Leader, the organ
of the Independent- Labor Party (ILP),

carries on much of the -grand tradition -

of independent Lahor politics. Recently
enlarged this weekly. has a considerable
circulation in the Labor Party. Most of
its. contributors -are Labor Party mem-
bers, including F. A. Ridley. who has re-
cently resumed his weekly column.
Further, the Socialist -Leader keeps a
firm anti-Stalinist pesition, which dis-
tinguishes it and-marks-it off from near-
ly all other significant -left-wing publica-
tions. The tragedy is that this paper with
all its potentialities is-the organ of the
ILP, which has hitherte resisted all ef-
forts to enter the Labor Party. Although
the ILP's membership. is stall, and many
of its members are a bit on the old side,

ISL FUND DR'VE

there can be no doubt that the ILP's
entry into the Labor Party, either as an
organization or through individual mem-
bers affiliating to the party, would
strengthen the left wing not only physi-
cally and numerically but, move impor-
tant, i would help to bring back the tra-
ditien of Keir Hardie which seems to

In such a different relationship the
Seciglist Leader might get to serve as
the banner of -the genuine left wing of
the Labor Party, opposed to hoth Anglo-
American imperialism and. to the Stalin-

*ist internsational machine.

It Is to be hoped fhat the ILP's anaual
Eoster conference will aceept the policy
proposed by Its National Counacit, that

"The Notional Ceouncil recommends thal-

the relevant changes be made in the party
constitution to enable the ILF to cease
being an electoral body and that its mem-
bers be permitfed io join the Labor
Pum “

Already a prominent and formerly
leading anti-entryist, David Gibson, once
chairman of the ILP, has joined the La-
bor Party. This is ali to the good. There
are still many good socialists outside the
Labor Party; even in the SPGB ({Social-
jst Party of Great Britain), whose place
is in the Labor Party, side by side with
the left wing.

NEW LIBERAL GROUP

This also brings us to a very interest-
ing pamphlet entitled “Radical Aims,”
published by the Radical Reform Group
of the Liberal Party. This pamphlet sets
out ‘a policy of “social reform without
socialism.” Tt also recognizes the neces-
sity of state intervention in the ruaning
of the economy. It rejects out of hand
the traditional policy of Liberalism, free
trade. On the positive side it advocates
genuine ‘“co-ownership,”’- which it de-
seribes as an industrial reform “far more
revolutionary in effort and far-more sat-
isfying to man's -spirit than any amount
of socialism.”

What is interesting about this group
and its pamphlet is its concern with the
-bureaueracy that accompazies nationali-
- gation, -both of which it identifies with
“socialism.” %he- Commonwealth Party,

.an essentially-middle-class -but profound-.

-Iy radical party nevertheless; arose dar-
ing the war in much the same way as
this Radical Reform. Group is evolving,
There can be no-doubt that some gerious
thinking on the question of nationaliza-
tion and bureaucracy is:wanted, and this
group- can .do it best inside the Labor
Party; for “socialism’ and ‘‘nationaliza-
tion” are by no means synonymous.

Denounce New
Franco Terror

Norman Thomas today released the
text of a cablegram he and twenty other
Americans have sent to Generalissimo
Franeo in Madrid. The group protested
vigorously the current policy of the
Franco regime of trying civiliang ae-
cused of political offenses before military
courts,

“We remind your excellency,” the cable

. concluded, “that it is the custom in most

éountries not under Communist rule for
civilians to be tried by judges and not by
colonels.”

Among the signers of the cable were:
Max Ascoli, editor of the Reporter; W.
H. Auden; Dorothy Day, editor of the
Catkolic Worker; James T. Farreil; Sid-
rey Hook; Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of the
Union Theological Seminary;
Reuther, assistant to the president of
the CIO; Arthur M. Schlesinger Jri,
vice-chairman of Americans for Demo-
cratic Action; Toni Sender, UN repre-
sentative of the International Confed-
eration of Free Trade Unions; and Nox-
man Thomas. Alse among the signers

were: George 8. Counts, David Dallin,

Dwight Macdonald, Jean Malaquais; A.
J. Muste, Prof. Meyer Schapiro.
Altiough one of the ¥wo recent courts
martial of Spanish civilians mentioned in
the cable was reported on February 6§ by
the American press, acthing hos so far
appeared about the second, a week later.
in which ten civilians accused of political
offenses were given sentences of up to ten
yeors by a milifory court, Word of this

‘#rial came to a member of the Thomas

group in o private letter #from Paris. Ac-
cording to this letter, the defendonts were
convicted of "“military inscrrection” al-
though o search uncoveared no orms and

aithough the chief evidente against them . -

was that they had taken part in a soclal
science study circle, ]
A partial list of the defendants and

-their sentences. follows: Manuel Fernan-
dez "Grandizo, 10 years; Jaime Fernan-
-dez Rodrigues, 8 years; Maria Laguna,

4 years; Angel Caballers; 3 years;-' Jesus
Lope, 3 years;. Ignazio Leiva, 2 years;
Ernesto Tojo, 1 year.

Among the group of 20 t.rade-umomabs'

and . sceialists . sentenced -under the in-
famous military court. - system _ were
Manuel Fernandes. Grnndmo, known .in

Spanish refugee movements by the, pen .

name of Munis, gnd Jainre Fernandez
Rodriguez: Munis, - formerly . associated

-with the 4th International and a iomg- .

time- socialist, was convieted~of the
“erime” of organizing a study cirele. De-
fense counsel provided by the Franco re-
gime had to intervene to ask for a sen-
tence of seven wears’ hard labor for
Munis and four years for Rodriguez!

You're Startmg Slow—Get Off the Dime!

By ALBERT -GATES
Fund Drive Direcfor

The end of the first week of the 1954
ISL Fund Drive shows that while money
has been coflected (that we know of),
reports are slow in coming in. Paper
work always lags in the campaign, but
we did ask all the branches not to wait
for that before sending their collections
in.

As a result, owr first report does nof
show up very well. As a matter of fact,
only $374 has been received by the Na-

F o - : \
Support Your
LABOR ACTION —
GIVE
to the Fund Drive!

o S Vd

! Labor Action FORUM . New York City |

THURSDAY, MARCH 4 af 8:45 p.m.
Abe Stein

Labor Action Writer on German and Russion Affuirs
' on

West Germany After the Berlin Conference
at LABOR ACTION HALL
114 West 14 Street, New York City

ticnal Office since the drive opened. Of
this amount, New York City sant In 5200
which is the biggest sum received, al-
though the percentage of its quota re.
mains quite low at 5 per cent,

5t. Louis and Streator, with small
quotas, are now in first place with 40 per
cent each. But they usually do their
share in the fund drive.

The Newark Branch of the ISL-has
started out well. The $79 contributed by
it adds up to 19.7 per cent of its quota
of 400, and is a good omen. They are
confident of going over their quota and
think they can .finish on top when the
drive .ends. Cleveland also let itself be
heard from with a $25 payment making
16 per cent of its quota. Oakland just got
in under the wire too with a $10 contri-
bution.

|ndependeni Socjullsf League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

1954 Fund Drive,

CONTRIBUTE fo the ISL FUND DRIVE!

Enclosed is &....coovvvvevrrrennnens as my contribution to the ISL’s

(Make checks payabie to Aibert Gates)

Qutside of these, nothing was received.
Chicago, which is certain to wmeet and
even exceed its gquota, has not been heard
from yet. Neither has Los Angeles, with
one of the large quotas, shown any sign
of life,

As it is, the first week of the drive,
based upon what hos been received by the
National Office, Indicates thet only 3.7 per
cent of the total quotas has been met. That
Is far ont of line with previous experience,
We usually have managed to pass the
thousand-dolior mark the first week,

We are now waiting for everybody to -

get into the act. You don't have to be a
member of the ISL to help the fund drive
along. All you have to do is send in a
contrlbutwn. using the blank below Let's
ring a few bells!

. BTATE...
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New Young Socialist Movement Says:

- Against Both War Camps!

Two Youth Groups
Integrate Forces
At Unity Convention

gy SCOTT ARDEN

The Young Peoples Socislist League
and the Socialist Youth League are now
dissolved, and in their place stands the
only nation-wide socialist youth organi-
zation in America today, the Young So-

_cialist League. The doubts and hesita-

tions of the past period were dispelled
wholesale by the unity convention. This
is most c¢lear in reference to the guestion

* naturally raised prior to the convention:

Will the YSL really be an intéegrally uni-*

" fied organization, or will there be a con-
" tinued division along former YPSL-SYL
- lines?

a0

This question was pesed, usually, in
"two different ways from two points of

Agnes Me
To Defend

By MICHAEL HARRINGTON

The National Aetion Committee
of the Young Socialist League has
urged the Academic Freedom Con-
ference at Sarah Lawrence College
“4o participate actively in the

struggle for civil liberties on the

campus.”

The conference is heing held on Feb-
ruary 27 at Sarah Lawrence. Represen-
tatives of varions colleges, sent by their
student governments, will assemble to
hear speakers on academic freedom and
to discuss possible joint action.

The Young Socialist League Committee
urged that they take a principled stand on’
specific issues and creade some kind of
machinery for action. The resolation went
on to state that "the Young Socialist
League endarses the suggestion of Mrs,
Agnes Meyer of the Washington Post for
a raflon-wide student campaign against
demagoguery and conformity and pledges
all of i#5 resources Yo such a prajech™

The ¥SL resolution in full reads:

“The Young Socialist League greeis
the conference at Sarah Lawrence Col-

-lege. We heartily approve of all united
student action which strikes at the spirit
of conformity and fear which is abroad

_in the United Siates today.

. "We urge the delegates to realize that
such a forum is only the beginning of
the task. Common action on specific is-
sues in the light of a principled stand on
¢ivil liberties should follow after discus-
sion. We propose the following sugges-
tions on the principles and structure of
such common action.

WHAT TO DO

«{1) A stand in defense of ¢ivil liber-
tes for all, and especially for those with
whom we are in violent disagreement
such as Stalinists and Faseists;

“4{2) A stand in defense of the Fifth
Amendment, for a broader interpreta-
tion of it rather than the reactionary
Brownell scheme o junk it; .

“(3) An insistence that the only crl-
terion for the dismissal of a professor

is his competence in his job—and never.

his present or past political affiliations;

By BOGDAN DENITCH

The young socialist unity convention which saw the foundation of
the new Young Soecialist League, from the merger of the Socizlist Youth
League and the Young Peoples Socialist League, was the largest and
liveliest young socialist convention that has been held in a long time.

The convention, held in New York City at Labor Action Hall, lasted
three full days over the weekend of February 12-14. Delegates repre-
senting groups from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Chicago, Newark,
New Haven, Berkeley and Ohio, and 2 membership at large scattered
throughout the country but concentrated heavily in the Midwestern and
Mid-Atlantic states, participated in the convention. A large number of
observers and friends also sat in throughout most of the sessions.

The sessions were characterized by a high level of discussion
which underlined the bhasic agreement of the delegates on the most
important questions. This convention represented one concrete answer
to the question that so many of us faced on the campus: “Why don’t

you socialists get together?”

The first session, after the seat-
ing of the delegates and the adop-
tion of the convention rules, dis-
cussed the young socialist press, It
was agreed that a youth organ was

needed that would be popular in

- character and suitable for mass

circulation on the campuses and among
youth in general, This organ was to act
as the politieal unifying factor for the

new organization and was wet onty to.

er Calls on Students
Academic Freedom

“{4) An organization supporting these
principles providing for contact between
all campuses, investigating the possibil-
ity of regional or even national student
projects in defense of civil libexties; and
a call for the membership of student po-
litical groups in such an organization.

"The Young Socialist League endorses
the sugqestion of Mrs. Agnes Meyer of the
Washington Post for a natlon-wide student
campoign against demagoguery and cen-
formity and pledges all of its resources o
such a project. But abeve all, we urge that
all gction should invelve o commitment fo
a principled stand on clvil liberties and
that it should be organized so as to involve
the greatest number of students.

“To the confarence at Sarah Lawrence,
and to all students in the United States,
we urge that they pledge themselves to
participate actively in the struggle for
civi] liberties on the campus.”

OPPOSE ‘BROWNELL

The committee was especially insistent
on the necessity for a principled stand
on academic freedom and c¢ivil liberties,

The Young Socialist League has de-
clared itself as unalterably opposed to
the Stalinist system of exploitation, but
it has specifically ealled for a defense of
the civil liberties of American Stalinists
as well as of all other political tenden-
cies.. The reactionary attack which would
restriet eivil liberties for many shades
of political opinion other than Stalinist
has gained its momentum by attacking
members of the Communist Party. Under
this smokescreen, procedures and rulings
have been made which basically under-
mine the liberties of all,

In its resolution, the League pointed to
two of these specific attacks which have
followed frem the witchhun¥, The first is
the Brownell proposal to allow the gramt-
ing of Immunity from prosecution in order
fo lay the basis for coercing witnesses to
Yestfy. This comes affer severe limitation
of the Fifth Amendment by the Supreme
Court; In a series of Colorads cases, it
was held that a person "walved" the
amendment if he invoked it too soon or
too late, and thaot If & witness answered
one guesfion on Communist Party activity
he must answer all, 1o effect, the Brownell

e e AT

propoasal would ollow the government to
demand that a mun become an Informer
under the threat of o jail term,

The second specific area mentioned in
the resolutions is that of hiring and
firing teachers for reasons not concerned
with their teaching. Professor Sidney
Hook, who acts as theoretielan for “lib-
eral” capitulators to the witchhunt, has
called for "a faculty trial fo decide
whether a teacher is a member of the
Communist Party and thas a “conspira-

_tor” who should be fired. Professor Hook

{Continued on page &)

deal with specific youth qguestions but
was also to act as the vehicle through -
which the general political views of the
Young Secialist League could become fa-
miliar to the stidents and youth in gen-

eral,

The convention voted to endorse the
plans of the preconvention committeas to
establish the Young Sociallst Challenge
as such ar orqan, The Challenge, which. [s
to be a section of LABOR ACTION, is to
appedar as o full 4&-page paper about every
six weeks and is to be edited exclusively:
by the YSL. All members wlll get the Chal-
lenge, which will be paid for cut of the
dues they pay to the YSL. The 4-page issoe
of Challenge, of which this Is the first, will
contain features, articles and political diss
cussion, :
In addition to the Chollenge, the comn

vention voted to instruet the National
Office of the new organization to izsua
regularly, teh times a year, a theoretical
discussion and information organ which
js to be calied the Young Soctalist Re-
wiew. The Youny Socialist Review will
carry the internal pelitical discussion of
the YSL: as well as organizational infer-
mation, and it will be available to our
contacts and friends, as well as going
automatically to all members in gooil
standing. (Incidentally, bhoth names,
Chullenge and Young Socialist Review;
have also been used in the past by bath

r—

of the tendencies which united at the coft=

vention.)

HAIL CONVENTION Ta 2

The Friday evening session opened
with the reading and presentation. of
fraternal greetings to the convention, '
Personal greetings were read from Axle.
Tatum of the War Resister’s League. -

Victor Howard, a member of .the YPSL
NEC #from 1941 to 1947 and the YPSL nd=
tional chairman from 1945 to 1946, who
had been one of the leaders of the Liber-
tarian (left-wing) caucus- that hod. beett
forced out of the YPSL primarily through
the SP, seat warm greetings to the cof-
ventien, The greetings recd in park: .

“At a time when perpetual mitosis is

. the rule on the left it is encouraging fo °

see one step in the other direction. I wish
{Continged on poge 6}

MIDWEST TOUR FOR YSL -

" Two representatives of the Young Socialist League, Scott Arden-and Bogdan
Denitch, will be touring the Midwest this spring. They will be glad to speak, debafe,
or lecture before any student or youth group in the general area covered by théir

itinerary.
The tentative itinerary is as follows:
Philadelphia area March 11.12

Washingten, D. C. March 14
Plttsburgh March té
Bersa, Ky, March 18
Chio State Univ. {Calumbus] - March 20
Ohio Wesleyan {Delaware, 0.} March 21
Oberlin, OChio March 12
Detrofit March 24
Earlham College, Indiana March 26
Madison, Wisconsin March 28
University of Minn. March 30
Cficage area April 1-4
Yellow Springs, Ohie, April 5-9

This itinerary is still tentative, and
there may still be some reshuffling in the
dates involved. However, i any reader
of Challenge or LABOR ACTION is in a
position to arrange a2 suitable meeting
on any campus in the general area indi-
cated, he should write in immediately to
the National Office of the Young Sacial-
ist League to make the boaking now. Qur
speakers will be glad to speak before any
student or youth group en a number of
topics; we suggest the following as es-
pecially suitable: '

ra

R ey P e il Sl i -

Civil Liberties and the Coid War

Socialism and Pocifism -

Saeiniism and Liberafism -

The Meaning of the East Berlin uprisin

America and the Colonial Struggles fo
Independence .

An Alfernative to World War i

The Role of Socialists on the Campus

The speaker will usuzlly be Bogdan:
Denitch, national secretary of the for-

mer ¥YPSL, now editor of the YSL Chal- |

lenge.

The YSL speakers will appear before -
former SYL and YPSL groups, befora

pacifist and liberal groups and at meet=
ings arranged by friends of the organis
zation. This tour is a part of a majar
effort to restore a eampus base tc the
socialist youth movement and come.into
contact with breader strata of young stu=
dents who in many cases have not yeb
heard of socialism. This is why all
friends, sympathizers and members afe

asked to make an extra-special effort to- .

help make this tour a success. g

For further information write directly -

to the National Office of the Y81, now
temporarily located at 114 West 14 Hby
N. Y. C.
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LABOR ACTION

By MAX MARTIN,
Mational Chairman, Y5SL

The Young Socialist League comes into existence during a period
_of retrest for the socialist and radical mevement and of reaction on
" the campus and among the youth, The atmosphere of silence and con-
formity dominates the campus, which by its very nature should be a
seething bed of pohtxcal ‘and caltural diseussion.

The campus today is the scene
-ulty to weed out the political dis-
senters; teachers are required to-
" take loyalty oaths; ~students are
- forbidden to hear speakers of their -
- own choice; and unpopular radical

" organizations, as well as Stalinists, .

~are-increasingly sub_]ect to outnght ban-

< mn'g.'
] res lt n the - @
| A direct result of this assault o " gret ta say, been either clear or loud, This

© camplses is that students are afraid to
join organizations or to sign petltlonS'
no matter how respectabie and inneeu-

ous. Students who refuse to be intirhi- -

dated and continue to speak out are’
biacklisted for admission fo graduate
schools and future employment; school

agencies cooperate with the FBI and -

. other governmental agencies in provid-
" ing the names of pelitical dissidents to

L] - &

-

the witchhunters.
And yet they tail us the "silent genera-

" $lon"—they who have ALREADY conform-
. ed: to the pressures of the existing soclety

caft us that, forgetting the Increasing

" price the "unsilenced” omes have to poy

“in America today.
THE BiG PICTURE

The militarization of the campus pro-
ceeds apace; with inecreasing frequency-
ROTC groups are added to colleges

" which have never had them bhefore and

which, until the recent period, would
"have never dreamed of having them.
The government, as part of its war prep-

- . arations, has a huge need for scientists,

. engineers ang technicians. Consequently,

there is an ever increasing shift of em-

' phasis toward the physical and technijeal

sciences and away from- liberal arts
_studies in the nat;ons centers of learn-
“ing.

Large research contracts are granted
to universities By the government and by
_private industries, thus tying the canmpus

'_ ever more strongly to the governmment

i1

.and providing “justification” for intro-
ducing into the college community the
Bame witchhynting standards which pre-
vail in government employment.

Interest in politics by students is at an
ali-time low 35 they learn to adapt them-

" selves -to the atmosphere of conformity

[ The YSU's Aim |

The Young Sociaiist Lesgue iz a demo-
¢cratic. sociofist organizotion siriving te
oid In the basic transfarmation of ¥his so-
¢lety into one where the meass of produc-

~$loe und distribution shall be collectively

owned and democratically mamaged. The
YSL attempts to make the young werkers
and stddents, who form its arena of acfiv-

| ity, conscious of the need for organization

" directed aqainst capitalism and Stalinism,

The YSL refects the concept that stote

. ownership without democrotic controls
_ represents socialism; or that socialism can

R———
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ADDRESS -

be ochleved without political democracy,
or through undemoccratic meass, or In
short- in any way other than the conscioss
active porHcipotion of the people fhem-
selves In the building of the new soclal
worder. The YSL orients toword the work-
ing class, es the class which is capable of
fecding soctiety %o the esiablishment of
soclalism.

0 —From the Constitution of the YSL

of - constant purges among the fac- .

which prewﬁls And worst of all the ca-

. pacity to-respond with indigpation to in-
_justice and oppression, a distinguishing

feature of" students traditionally, he-
comeg'stifled {o an ever—mcreasmg degree

under a -gover of apathy, cynicism, and-

“sophisticated” rationalizations.
In this- situation the troditional Hbera)
erganizations.and.voices have nof, we.re-

is a resut of two factors. In the first
place the liberal orgonizations are finy.

having been. hit by the same forces that.

have affected seclety as a whole.
Secondly, and more important, the rec-

" ord of liberalismi and of liberals, with a

few honorable exceptions, has-been one
of retreat in the face of the anti-demo-
cratic attacks., Becguse of liberalism’s
support to the Fair Deal and because of
its acceptance of the methods of Wash-
ington’s fight against Stalinism, it has
been able to criticize only the most ex-
treree sectors of the anti-democratic
trends, those represented hy McCarthy-
ism. The initiation of the witechhunt and
many of the-ideas of the witchhunters,
for which responsibility must be assigned

to the Truman administration, it has

overlooked in silence, or, worse still, it
has supported them.

The time has come to call & halt, to
raise a counter-movement against the
drift toward authoritarianism. American

students and vouth must begin to fight

for the preservation of our remaining
liberties, for the reconguest of those
which have been chipped away, and for
an extension and enlargement of free
dom.

CALL TO SANITY

The Youny Sociallst League -calls upom
stndents to begin the return to-sanity. Wa
support and oid all efforis hy students
and student arganizations ia behalf of
ageademic freedom and call upon students
te organize and be heard; %o stend up
ard be counted.

The most consistent and thoroughgo-
ing fighters for civil liberties and aca-
demic freedom are organized in the

~Young Socialist League. This is because

the YSL understands the nature of the
current anti-democratic drives, sees their
connection with the foreign policy of the
Truman and Eijsenhower governments,
with the war drives of Awmerican impe-
riglism and ultimately with the nature

- of capitalism itself.

The world is divided between two an-
tagonistic war blocks, the camp of capi-
talist mperialism headed by Washing-
ton and the camp of Stalinist totalitari-
anism headed by Moscow, During this
period it has been the Stalinist camp
which is on the, offensive and has been
gaining.

Despite its totalitarion nature, Statin-
ism Is able to appeal to masses of people
in both Aslo ond Europe. l4s appeal Is
based on the fact thot, reactionory as it
is, B is In its own way enti-capifalist; i
is for the destruction of the system which
has given the Eurcpean workers unemploy-
ment and bunger, misery ond war, To be

. sure; it replaces cupitalism with a differ-

ent exploitive system but this the work-
ers in France ond ltaly do not knoew as
elearly as they know the impossibility of
continuing under. their present circum-
stances,

JOIN NOW. AS A CHARTER MEMBER!

YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE (Temporary address]
‘114 West 14 Streef
New York 11, New York

{7 | want more information about the Young Soclalis? League,
1 1 want to join the Young Secialist League,

NAME

ZONP STATE

hy We Have to Build the Y3L

To the peoples of Asia, Stalinism
seems to offer & road out of colonial op-
pression, While we know that Moscow
is interested only in building its own
smpire, it does. indeed appeal to the
Aslan masses in terms that they ean
well understand. It offers itself as the
lender of the struggles of the colonial
. peoples against-their present oppressors.

. Capitalism, on the other hand, has
nothmg to offer these people either in
reality or even in appearance. Since the
Ameriean government fights its cold war
against-Moscow not for- demderacy but

“in order to presérve capitalisin, it cannot’

~even ‘begin to speak to the pedple of the
.world. It cannot offer a dynamie revelu-
tionary progrim to.solve the-pressing so-
cial problems which confront humanity.
It can only react to- Stalinism in two
ways, by imilitary ‘means such as the
futile Korean adventure abroad and by
repression at home.

THE ROAD WE POINT

The witchhunt Is Washington's hysteri-
cal aliernative to o positive political pro-
gram against Stelinism, end it is port of
the preparations for fthe coming war,
These preparations -requive. the silencing -
in advance of ull cﬁﬂﬁl ohd dissident -
Vﬂlﬂe&

It is for these reasons that one cannot,

int the final analysis, isolate the fight for -

civi] liberties and academic freedom from
the struggle against imperialism and im-
perialist war, Nor can tkis fight be con-
dueted consistently, ner in the long run
succeszfully, unless it becomes a con-

scious fight against the basis of totali- ‘

tarian imperialism in war—ecapitalism,

The Young Socizlist League invites
students and young workers to enroll
urder its banner; to help build an organ-
ization dedicated to the militant struggle
for democracy and socialism. The road
which the YSL points is not the easiest
one to follow in the. present period of
tensions and pressures. 1% is, however,
the only one which does not abandon the
heritage of siruggle for a better world.
Instead it calls for a resurgence of that
heritage as the only effective means of
putting an end to the drift toward bar-
barism.

Launch Fund brifes-
For YSL and Anvil

One of the first decisions of the Na-
tienal Executive Committee of the Young
Socialist League has been to launch two
fund drives. Ome fund drive, beginning
immediztely, is to go to the support of

Anvil, the student anti-war magazine; -

the second fund drive, which will begin
in three weeks and last three months is
to help establish the new youth organi- .
zation. The tentative targets for the two
drives are $250 for Anwil and $1500 for
the Young Socialist League,

The tentative gmotas (by units) for
the Aneil drive are:

New York ..o, $80-
Los Angeles ... et e, BB
Berkeley ... .. 38
Chicago k]
At Large 25
Boston e 10
Newark ... ... . 10

$250

The quotas for the major fund drive
for the Young Socialist League, totaling
$1600, will be announced next week.

The Anvil fund drive is supposed o
last no more than three weeks. This
means that the units of the Young So-
cialist ‘League should start raising the
funds right now. We are confident that
all' units will meet their assignments,
and even go over the top, but we must

. emphasize that in this drive the question

of #me is ali-important.
The comrades are reminded that the
money for the fund drives is not sup-

posed to come in its entirety from the

pockets of our own members! Particular-
Iy in the case of Anvil, sympathizers and
friends should be approached. They are
willing to give in a surprising number of
cases. An excellert issue of Anvil'is wait-
ing for publication, the fund drive must |
be over .in time to get this issue of
Anvil to the campuses early, as well ag

-to clear the way for the major fund |
drive immediately following. The Na- -

tional Office is sending owt a circular
with fund-raising suggestions to all
nnitSo

Pacifists
Join the YSL-
By EDWARD HILL {
Pacifists formed a- significant

grouping at the founding convens
tion of the Young Socialist League,

and’ their presence was formally -

recognized with - the - election of
three activists to the National Ex=

ecutive Committee of the new. organizds

tion. In addition, pacifist leader A. J.

Muste-addressed the convention and ass

gociated . himsetf ‘with the point of view

_of the pacifist-socialists at the. meeting,
There were. three -delegates who were

also members of pacifist groups and- all

of them won seats on the Exécutive. They
were Bob Bonie and ‘Bill Shirley of New

Haven and -Michael Harrington of New

York. Both Bone and- Shirley are veter-

ans of ¢he Civilipn Public Service Camps

for C.0.s during- World War 1L, and both
of them participated in strike ‘action
against Seleetive. Serwce durmg theu'

stay. .

Bone is a member of the Natwnal Ad-
. visory .Council of the War.:Resisters
League, Shirley. an. activist in~"the WRE
and in the Fellowship of Reconciliation

~at Yale, and Harrington was recenily
elected to the National Executive Come
mittee of the War Resisters League. -

The convention did not take o poclfisf
stand, The €.0, delegates pointed out tho¥
they would even oppose such a move since
there are “already pocifist groups ergan=
fzed and functioning. What the YSL did de
was to Issue a specific invitation to pucis
fists o join and to work with uon-pacifists
in the struggle agaiast #he political, eco-
nomic and social couses of war.

This invitation to pacifists was nnani-
mously approved by convention vote in
the discussion on the war resolution. The
resolution pointed out that there were
different viewpoints within the YSL on
the guestion of the legitimacy of violence
as such, buf it committed the new League
to full and free discussion of the quese
tion and guaranteed the rights of the
pacifist, or of any other minority.

AREA FOR UNITY- - -~ | .

Soclhlmt-pacrﬁst cooperation has beex
a reality for six months., Among the

sponsors of the Third Camp Conference

in New York last fall were both of the

youth groups that have united in the

Young Socialist League, as. well ~ as

Peacemakers and prominent individual

pacifists. Since then,.the Third Camp
- Contact Committee has functioned %
provide a center for the' exchange. of
information and the initiation of com=
mon projects,

Michael Harrington, member of the
Executive Committees of both the Young
Socialist and the War Resisters League,
- commented on these developments:

“The gquestion of violence is z basie
" end jmportant one. For a pacifist, it is
the central isspe of-sur time. Yet; in the
radical movement in the United States

it is a question which rarely is raiséd in.

practice. All democratic -socialists arg
oppesed to violent revolutions whern non=
violent change iz possible. If the Young
Socialist League should ever be part of-
‘4 mass movement facing a dictatorial
minority, the guestion of violence will
certainly rise. But for now, the resonrces
of the anti-war movement are so limited,
the question of viclence so distant, that
there is & tremendous area where it is
not only possible but absolutely necege
gsary for common setion.

“Every member of the Young Socialish
League is commifted #o the struggle
against the wor drives of Americon ond
Stalinist Imperialism. Right here and now,
| hope that oll pocifisfs will avall them-
selves of the opporfunity for commen
sh’qule against war and for free o

of ideas. The Young Soclalist
leugue has publicly and specifically recoge
nized ity pocifists. 1 Is an opportunity for
all of us,”

S ) \ Y
Young Socloiist CHALLENGE

organ of the Young Socialist League, is
published as a weekly section of Labor

Action but is wnder the sole editorship -
- of the YSL. Opinions expressed in signed -

articles by contributors do not necessare

- dly represent the views of the Challenge

or the YSL.
Editor; Bogdan Denitch { -
Editorial Board: '
Denitch, Henry Gaie. Michael. Hurrmghn-
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ON THE YSL CONVENTION RESOLUTION—

By TED BARRY

- cal nature of a socialist movement today is most centrally determined

. by its attitude, not only on war in general but on the present war crisis

. driving toward an atomic slaughter.

i LT Historically speaking, the most important dividing lines in the

T socialist and labor movements
formed over their stand on the two

" world wars ‘of our modern era,

by .-And the YSL' says, in the terms
i - of its convention resolution, that it
- “identifies with the revolutionary

" anti-war traditions of socialism—that is,
" with those socialists who, remaining frue

" posed the two imperialist wars.”
Soclalisds recognize that.wears sre not
the rescit of "human nature' er plots by o
" few militarists, but thaot they are rootfed

e, ——

J L . ever, meaningless,’

:\ “'ment “to_express eppnlﬂon fo war with-
. owd u¥ the yome time opposing ond crgen-
i [ ity against - the- . secial -systems - which

.ﬁenlm.gmbmdmheﬁw&km
sfrugqle cgumsf copitalism and Stalin
jsm, , . " This Is pardicularly whet differ-
entiates SOCIALIST opposition to war
from mere anti-war feeling.

DEFENSE OF FREEDOM

i Since socialist opposition to war is not
‘ based on a rejection of violence as such

in prineiple, the YS8L resolution makes
] -elear that we are-ready to support wars

of colonial independence against impe- .

" rialist rule (for example, Indonesia’s
struggle for freedom after World War
i II) where national freedom is rewlly the
f primary issue in the war, We are only
5\ too well aware that in a general imperi-
" alist war, fought by two blocs each seek-
i ing to conquer the éther, each side always
1 - claims to be defending its national free-
- dofn, sovere;gnty, “honor” or what-have-
* yoir. But in such a general imperialist
" struggle, whatever “national” elements
" exist are subordinated—they are not.the
decisive motives or stakes in the confliet,
< which is being fought for domination of
1 " the world,
Likewise, socialists sopport such Re-
sistance movements against foreign dom-
- ination as sprung up from the people
against the Nazi occupations in France
and Italy during the last war. We would
seek to free such a Resistance movement
from any dependence on either of the
- imperialist camps (the Gaullists in
Franoce, for exsmple) and move it to
ﬁght for power in its own right, as a
mass movement of popular social change.
The YSL resoluton next comes to grips
; with the question of "national defense.'
i it points oud that when the ruling class of
- any country talks about naticnal defense,
_what it realiy means iy the defesse of the
. existing social order—that is, defense of
'tts closs privileges. B alse mses the slogon
of nationnl defemse purely oz o cover for
- uchsal aggressios ‘omothet notion,
. as Hussic did when she claimed that she
.woged e wer of “notiomol defeaze’
cgmmf Finfoad ln ¥939 or as Germany d'rd-
- in the two world wars, efe.
Revcolutionary socialists believe that in
order truly to defend the nation the
- workers maust first Aeve their nation; or,
as the resoiution puts it, “to defend the
nation, in America, the workers must

i f.,

er into their ¢wn hands.”

ANTE-STALINIST

questmn of Stalinism is, of course, either
. naive or a cover for pro-Stahmst Sympa-
thies. One problem involved is that the
- Stalinist movement always talks about
“peace.” The YSL resolution states: “Al-
i though .it is true that the Stalinists op-
' pose the war preparations of the Ameri-
can camp, they do this only because of
their unconditional support for the Rus-
sian camp, & camp which is aiso arming
to the teeth in preparat.ion for an im-
i perialist world war.’
]

Just as the socialists In America sppose
H . #he war drive of their own ruling class, 50
ulsu socialists funclioning. under the Shal-
« Tuisk power (maturoily in aw uderyrewnd
. "mvmml woonld have to-oppose Hhe war
- drive of these rulers.. B is mot ¢ quesiion
¢ of choosing sides—ihe socialists oppose
. botk blocs of warmakers.
; "But we are often challenged: “What
- will you do if - the war dees break out?”
This is a very important guestion, gince
i1 the case of both world wars.many s0-

* 0 their tradition and class interests, op- -

' in exploltive mial mp{m i §s, how- .
e YS5L docu- -

- breed war. The struggle egaisst war, -

. first take the political and economic pow-

Any position on war that ignores the

cialists who were “oppesed to war” sup-

ported their regime when it came to the
actual comflict. The YSL resolution is

clear on ‘this _point. : '
IF WAR COMES ...

In discussing the war it .points out
that “it would be an imperialist war
fought with the most barbaric weapons
of modern secience, in which the victory
of either side would represent &4 major
catastrophe for humanity and socialism.”
The resolution goes onh to say: “. . .if 2
third imperialist war breaks ¢ut we shall
continve opposition to it, we shall con-
tinue participating in.the class struggle,

always retaining our ideniity as a part .

of the Third Camp strmgegling for the
victory of the working class and the co-
lonial peaples over our ruling class and
the representatives of the ruling class
across the sea.” That is: we shall con-
tinue our political opposition to the war,
we shall support labor’s strikes during
the war, and maintain our independent
role—opposing both - this social system
and Stalinism,

Many socialists support the West in the

coid war, ond would suppert it in a third

© world wor. Now of course they have many

The major .political resolution adopted at the Young Socialist.
League foundation convention was its resolution on war. For the politi-

criticisms of the Western copitalisms and

they cafl their sopport “critical suppeort,” -

These people miss the main point: Such a
war wouald rot be o democratic war, i.e.,
a war {n defense of democracy, but rather
an imperialist war where Yhe fwo power
btocs would contest for werld domination.

The American bloc does not even make
a good pretense of thinking of the con-
flict in terms of a conflict between “de-
mocracy and totalitarianism,” as they

show by their readiness to support gny--

one—a fascist dictator -like France, s
clerical dictatorship like Portugal, and
even an independent Stalinist state like
Yugoeslavia so long as the regime in ques~
tion is willing to ally itself on the side of
American imperialism against Russian
imperialism,

AGAINST MILITARISM
Furthermore, in order to be abie to
wage an all-ont war the U, 8. is forced
to move to soppress all internal dissen-
sion—and will be foreed to shackle the
labor-movement to prevent any strikes in
war time. Therefere the YSL resolution
says: “To raise the slogan of critiesl
support . . . tto] either of the rival im-
perialisms is to capitulate to the polities
of that camp, sinee it is the ruling classes
of that camp that will determine the

. basis and the conditions under which

such a war would be fought. The working

trike at the Social Roots of War!

acquire such responsibility only by tak-
ing state power in order {o carry out ifs
own internationalist, democratic and so-
cialist program.”

Thus the YSL opposes unconditionally
the militarization of America — the
ROTC, the UMT, draft and the huge
arms budget,

FOR A THIRD CAMP _

In summary, the resolution discusses the
alternative to World War I, "la order fo
fight effeclively against such - wor we
must redouble oar -effort to make the

- working <lass consclous of i3 own infer

ests, since -only the intervention of the
waorking ¢class and the coloaial peoples on
the polltical orema us an independent
foree can stove off the Third World War."”

This Third Camyp of the colonial peo-
ples and the working class is the only
potential alternative to World War IH
and barbarism. The task of the so-
cialists, therefore, is to work for ity
strengthen it and help build iuntil the
potential can become a reality. ~

Today in America the ﬁ'rsﬁ"front in
the fight against the war drivé’is the de-

. fense of civil liberties and democratie

class has no say and therefore no re. -

sponsibility in the conduct of such a war
in e¢ither of the two camps, and can

righta, which are under assault as a part
of that drive toward war. In this strug«
gle the Young Socialist League seeks to
work with alt democratic elements on the
campus and among the youth. The fight
for democracy is not only an inseparable
part of the fight for socialism—it is a2lse
an inseparable part of the fight against
imperialist war.

THE YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE'S ORIENTATION —

Politics & the Campus: A Socialist View

By HENRY GALE
In the discussion on “orientation™ at

the YSL convention virtual unanimity .

was displayed on two major points: the
need for participation by socialists in
the labor movement, and the need for the
maximum possible activity of socialists

on campus, The clash between these two .

aims is not insoluble,

Our view of the worklng class as the

main basically progressive seociol class
dictotes that sociallsts sheuld orfent
wheoleheartedly toward the labor move-
ment, as i¥s loyal partisans and constrec-
tive critics. At the same Hime, we recog-
nize that "youth” as a special social cote-
gory exisls mainly in connection with the
campus [young workers generolly are far
more influenced by the general problems
and conditions of the working class than
by those of "youth"). In oddition, young
people on fhe campus possess an Intel-
lectuol Jiveness that makes them for more
aware thom the averoge person of the
depih of the crisis beselting modern
America,

Yet we would be fostering = delusien
to sugpest thdt the atmosphere of the
American campus is anything other than
what it iS: .one of fear, conformism,

_ sullen and apolitieal indifference, a con-

dition guite incompatible with the nat-
urally alert, questioning spirit of Ameri-
can youth,

THE "MAIN DRIFT"

The first and most important cause lies
in the “main drift” of American society,
& process of “creeping conservatism,” of
steady encroachment on civil liberties,
of diminution of the area of political

_life open to genuine disagreement, of

growing restrictions upon labor and of
jncreasing government (i.e, big busi-
ness) interference in social life, all tak-
ing piace under the aegis of an economy
saved from complete disaster (as distinct
from the partial disaster which is po-
litely called recession, mow developing
before our eyes) only by a permanently
high level of war preparations. It is an
insidious and pervasive trend that per-
meates all levels of American society to-
day, not least the campus.

An additional cause is +o be found in
the very fact of the inquiring, eritieal,
bosically democratic nature of American
youth, 1t Iz this thot makes the campus
suspect, that makes it @ primary target of
the know-nothings, of McCorthyite reac-
fion, in short, of all the present precur-
sors éf Amarican foscism. Their altacks
have ranged from thoss of the lunatic
fringe on UNESCO %o thase of “liberal"

educators (such as Gideonse) en student

newspapers, organizotions ond seif-gov~
ernment,

Before their attacks, the academic
community as & whele. has kowtowed
shasfiefully, eriticizing oxly the metliods
of the know-nothings and asking only-to
be permitted to stage its owm genteel
purge, without the limelight of public
inguisitions.

Adding to these pressures have been
those proper to intellectual youth under
a war economy. Most immediate is the
threat of the draft, hanging like a

- Damoclean sword over the head of the

student, discouraging any serious long-
term thought on any personal or political
topic.

More insidicus than this is the spread
of government controls over more and
more of the possible post-graduation em-
ployment opportunities open to college

" students. The Truman-Brownell “loyal-

ty” program threatens students with the
direst consequences for a possible un-

- guarded thought or association during

their campus days.

"ROOM FOR POLITICS

Yet ail these things do net make tnevit-
able the present aimosphere of croven,

" ostrich-like, political. blindness, .in which

a mojority of students refuse even to read

. o socialist newspaper or leaflet. Only the

lack of a powerful and vigorous opposi-
ton to the reactionary drift, prepounnding
a real democratic alternctive to the capi-
talist wor economy, that Is to say, the lack
of aa independent polifical organization of
the labor mevement, permits such a state
of affairs to exist.

This set of facts has determined the
small and generaily weak character of
all student pelitical groups since the ebb
of post-war interest for politics. Further,
in dietating the general climate in which
socialists and all those interested in civil
liberties and social progress must work,
it places limits on the possible size and
scope of such movements,

Nevertheless, as long as the present
remnant of oanr democratic freedoms

. (and it is a eonsiderable one) is sub-

stantially presexved a considerable room
for politics is maintained on campus.

. This fact derives from the contradictory

charactér of the climate of fear and re-

-Subject to,the continuation .of bourgeois

democracy in the U. 8., the climate of

. the campus cannet move too much in ad-

vance of the rest of the U, S, in the

. trend toward fascism, Thus the climate

of fear has always a certain limit, de-

- termined by the special position of the

campus. in American.society.
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But this is net aﬁ; the intensity of the

_ drive against academic freedom derives .

in large part from the justified fear that

the reactionaries have for the free and
critical spirit of American youth. Be-
cause the danger here ig 50 much more
evident, they seek to push in advance of -
the general limits set by the depree of
democracy remaining in society. It ig pre-
cisely this attempt that must result in
the c¢reation of a counter-tendency,
specificaily characteristic of the youth.

THE NEED ON CAMPUS

This counter-tendency to the 'maim
drift"” is caused by the growth of a direct
and immediate threat 3o that which is of
the highest importance to olf intellectaolly
alive young pecple: thelr infelisctual inde-
pendence and self-respect. The basic ques-
tion becomes posed more and more ciear-
Iy, as the assaults on civil liberties inten-
sity: to accept the “main drift” away from
freedom, so integrolly a port of modern

L]

* American capialist society, or to rebel

aogainst ¥ awd thersfore against that se- -
ciety, to speak out in defense of their

basic mfellec!uq.l dignity—and thershy

become political,

The polarization of the eampus on this
decisive question iz today in its initial
stages, but it is already clearly visible in
the rise of the first significant proto-
fagcist student group in American his-
tory, the “Students for America.” The
ferment on the left has not yvet reached
the stage of comparable seif-assurance,
as is to be expeeted given the pro-rightist
zocial climate. But it will have to de so,
in order to be meaningful; only a vigor-~
ous, hation-wide pro-democratic move-
ment can effectively defend the freedom
of American students and combat the
rising fascist groups.

Such a movement, of course. will not
arise automatically; it must be built;
but its need is blatant, and 2 tendency
toward it already exists and will grow. It
represents an opportunity an da chal- -
lenge to the revolutionary socialist youth,
who understand clearly the necessary so-
cial ramifications of such a movement, to
aid in its development, to integrate them-
selves inte it, and to support it effec-

. twely.
pregsion which exists on the campus. -

L

Its fate ond ihuf of socialism aomenyg:

American youlh ore inexiricably linkeds .

- In the long run, it is true, Hs success de=

. ond -the sHimolation i can provide for, -

pends upon the Hes [+ con ereate with,

the Americen labor movement. But today

it is the most vital task and perspective

before American youth, and bhefore you'
socialists first-of - aill,:
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that this convention has Been & unily
convention of more groups than the two

- which were represented. That it did not

become such is the fault of others and

- not of yourselves. . ..

“Wa need a Third Camp socialist or-
ganization which is sufficiently flexible
to include various tendencies, but which

. also_ understands that extreme divergen-

cies in hasic prineciples, while tolerable
in an immediate-demand group, is a
source of weakness and not of strength
in a permanent political group. I hope

_ that you will have the wisdom to know

where the line should be drawn.”

" A, J. Muste of the Pegcemakers, d
aoted rudicot pacifist leoder and a veter-
an of trade-umion struggles, greeted the
convention In person.

He said that this cohvention was one
of the first hopeful signs of development
on the left; and pointing out that in the
new organization would be included revo-
lutionary pacifists as.well as anti-war
socialists, he noted that on the basie sin-
gle political question hefore the youth,
that of war, the econvention was in prin-
cipled agreement.

Mox Shachiman gave the frafernal
greetings of the Independent Sccialist
League to the convention delegates.

In a discussion of the basis of unifica-
tion of the convention, Comrade Shacht-
man emphasized the importance of the
convention and the friendly interest of
the ISL in the new youth organization,

" He urged the delegates to consider the

eventual need for the Young Socialist
League to affiliate to an adult socialist

© group.

PERSPECTIVES

In tesponse t¢ a reguest that the con-
vention take some action on the case of
Bert Rosen, a humanitarian objector to
war, the convention unanimously -passed

- the following resolutions:

“The Young Socialist League commits
itself to the defense of the rights of
humanitarian, ethical and political ob-
jeetors to war, which are being denied
solely on the grounds that they do not
believe in God. We believe that this vio-

Jated the rights of religious freedom-
" guaranteed in the Constitution of the
" United States. We particularly include

Bert Rosen, Vern Davidson and Don
Thomas.”

A vigorous discussion came next on the
question of the basic perspeciive ond ori-
entation of the new organization. In this
connection i+ shouid be mentioned os a
very notable fact that, in the course of
the discossions and disputes a? the con-
vention, in ne cafl did the ilneups on any
guestion follow the pattern of ranking the
SYL delegates against the YPSL delegates
in blees that followed the old lines, That
is, given the basic political cgreements
thot were already presen?, disagreements
on various points cut clearly across these

.old orgoanjzation lines, thus providing o

keppy ougury for the integration of the
twe formerly rival youth groups inte o
really snited movement.

The convention adopted a “Perspec-
tives” resolution stressing a turn fo the
youth, emphasizing the need for reaching

and recruiting younger and less sophisti-
cated elements on the campus. Given the
“aging” of the young socialists now on

- the campuses, this was consgidered essen-

tial to the survival of the new organiza-
tion. Vigorous disagreerzent on the meth-
od of functioning on the campuses. was
expressed at the convention—whether to
emphasize broad socialist-type discussion
.¢clubs or whether to stress the organiza-
tion of YSL units and recruiting directly
into the organization.

In line with a stress on reaching new
younger elements, the convention came
out in favor of emphasizing open YSL
clubs and recrugitment directly into the
organization, urging that the broader
coalition clubs be formed only when
there are other elements involved and
when it is impossible 10 set up an open
YSL unit.

DEMOCRATIC STRUCTURE

On Saturday meorning the coovention
adopted a constitution outlining the struc-
ture of the new organization. The const-
tution, while making clear the disciplined
nature of the new organization and insist-
ing on busle agreement with the statement
of principles as a basis for membership.
provides the broadest guarantees of in-
ternal democracy.

Minority tendencies are guaranteed
representation on the committees of the
¥SL; proportional representation is
mandatory in eleciionz of delegates to
the conventions; referendum and recall
provisions are readily accessible; and—
a provision that most organizations pay-
ing lip service to democracy do neot allow
—-minerity groupings within the League
have the right if they wish to publish
their own organs and have access to the
mailing and technical facilities of the
national effice.

The delegates from the YPSL, highly
sensitive to the .possibilities of abuse of
constitutional provisions after recent or
past unpleasant experiences in that re-
gpect in the SP, showed extreme satisfac-
tion with the new constitution.

A lengthy political discussion followed
on the drafl program proposed by the
negotiations committee. During this dis-
cussion it became evident that most dele-
gates were highly displeased with the
document, which, they felt, was weak on
economic analysis and wordy and weak
in its formulation. The convention almost
uvnanimously directed the incoming exee-
utive commitiee to prepare a new draft
and to use the draft in the meantime as
a provisional sfatement.

DEBATE ON "ANVIL'

One of the livellest discussions centered
around the antl-war magoxine Anvil. While
Anvil is not an organ of either of the fwo
youth organizations. they both support it
and have provided the bulk of the sales
force and finances for the publicatien.

Three general points of view were, ex-
pressed as the opinien and recommenda-
tion of the League: (2) that Anvil
should be serapped, on the grounds that
the funds going to 4dnwil could be better
used by the YS8L itself and that the or-
ganization’s main energy should go to
publish the Challenge; (b) that Anwvil

Defend Academic Freedom — —

{Continued from page 3}

did not specify what rules of evidence
the faculty would use or who would per-
form the delicate task of investigating
& teacher’s entire past. The practical ye-
actionaries — university presidents and
Boards of Trustees—have adopted the
much simpler rule of firing any man who
pleads his constitutional rights under
the Fifth Amendment.

The Young Socialist League called on
the Sarah Lawrence conference to re-
affirm its belief in the traditiona} cri-
térion for hiring and firing: that of
professional competence.

NEED ACTION

» The second major point which the
tesolution made was on the necesstiy for
orpanization.

{ The League has pointed ouk ﬂ:ui-_f.he
inere passage of reselutions or the ex-
thange of informaotion is not emough in
today's atmosphere of conformity. United
$tudent action Is of the wimost necessity—
@ind such action con omly be achieved
hrough orgonization.

_ Specifically, the resolution proposed
that the basis of such action must inelude

litical groups willing.to commit them-
selves to a principled stand on civil liber-
ties, The League heped that the Sarah
Lawrence conference will provide the
point at which the actual details of such
organization can be worked onf.

Commenting on the resolution, YSL
National Chairman Max Martin said:

“It is our understanding that the
Sarah Lawrence conference iz intended
primarily as & forum, Important ag dis-
cussion is in these conformist times, it
is not, of itself, enough. What the
League has done is to emphasize to the
conference—and to all the students of
America—that organized common action
must be taken now.

“And we have suggested the only basis
which we can see for such common ac-
tion: Adherence to a principied position
on civil liberties, We believe that such
a statement should not be a generality.
The time for mere sentiments is passed.
In the various Fifth Amendment cases
and firings, the campus is faced with a
serious repression of free though, We
must address ourselves clearly to these
specific issues: We must organize to fight
for our principles—for aecademic free-
dem and civil liberties for all, and espe-
cially for those with whom we disagree.”

Pl

- Against Both War ;Cdmps -

should, - as part of the “wyouth torn,” be
directed at a younger and much less so-
phisticated audience, be concerned more
with directly political guestions and em-
phasize a more radical line; and (e¢) that
Anvil should be-continned for one issue
ag in the past, but that it should stress
more political items and attempt to
broaden the base of its support.

In the discussion the-last viewpoint
mentioned drew the support of the maker
of the opposing resolution on the grounds
that a “younger” Anwil would duplicate
Challenge, and that the new organization
could use a broader publication which

was 2 bridge between jtself and the other .

anti-war elements. This third viewpeint
carried at the eonvention. :

UNITED AGAINST WAR

The last lonyg session of the conmvention
invelved o discussion of the war resalu-
tion, a baslc pofitical document finally
adopted by an overwhelming vote. In view
of the lorge number of amendments mode
to strengthen and clarify if, the resolution
is still in committee for revision, but in its
maln outlines it states a clear uncompro-
mising Third Camp viewpoint, opposaed fo
the war drives of hoth the Western and
Stallnist camps, supperting a Third Camp
of the colonlal peoples and the weorking
class. The resolution particularly stressed
the preeminence of the war guestion as
the touchstone by which a socialist organ-

- ization must be judged today.

After a break during which the YPSL
and SYL delegates met separately to
pass enabling motions, the convention
established the Yovung Socialist League,
turning over all the assets and labilities
of the Socialist Yonth League and Young
People’s Socialist League to the new or-
gahization.

The convention also unanimously ex-

pressed its support to the efforts being
made by the Independent Socialist
League to have the attorney general fake
it (as well as the now defunct SYL and
Workers Party) off the list of “subver-
sive” organizations, 1% alse authorized
the incoming National Executive Com-
mitfee to exchange fraternal representa-
tives with other Third Camp and/or-so-
cialist organizations,

ELECT NEC

The first National Executive Commitfee
of the Young Socialist League was elected
unanimously affer the YPSL and 5YL dele-

gates proposed their respective slates. -
The new committee Is composed of six for- -

mer SYlers, six former YPSLs ond two
“buffer members,” i.e., members that ap-
peared on the slates of both,

The committes, which is to hold office
until the summer of 1954, is broadly rep-
resentative of the geographical distribu-
tion of the membership of the new youth
organization, except that in order to have
encugh members of the National Execu-
tive Committee near the national office
in order to allow for a rvesident commit-
tee, New York is somewhat over-repre-
gsented. There are seven NEC members
from New York, two from New Haven,
one from Bosion, one from Chicago, one
from Berkeley, one from Los_ Angeles
and one from Albany.

Alternates are likewise. seattered
throughont the areas where the YSL has
members. The NEC also represenis the
membership functionally: six members
are primarily students, six are primar-
ily workers, one iz an instruefor and cne
is a divinity student. During the conven-
tion 1% was clear that only one unit of
the YSL is homogeneous in the sense of
being composed of industrial workers
alone,

While it was clear during the conven-
tion that the divisions over various po-
litieal and organizational questions had
no reference to the old SYL-YPSL lines,
the NEC represenis the various group-
ings in the League. For example, there
are folir socialist-paeifists on the Na-
tional Executive Committee.

From the way the diseussion ranged
during the convention and at the first
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meeting of the NEC, it is apparent that
the National Executive Committes of the
new youth organization is a body thak
will be able to funetion weli-and develop
a closely knit organization.

STRONG BONDS FORGED - 7§

Thus, on February 14, the YPSL and SYL
went out of existonce and o new wunified
organization representing the bulk of the
soclalist youth in America wos estobe
lished, The morale of the delegotes, as
they returned to thelr groups scattered
from coast fo coast. shawed that by every
yardstick the convention was ¢ great sues
cess.

The bonds forged at the unity conven- *

tion are not likely to be severed, snd the
solid wmilitant revolutionary youth or-
ganization that resulted now faees the
task of building a socialist youth move-
ment in this country. In this they seek
the support of all radical socialists, A
great deal depends on that support.
Since the thirties the radical movement
has shown a continual tendency to split
into ever smaller and more mpotent
groups; this convention in a2 small but
potentially very significant. way veversed
the trend. ’

Two Youth
Groups — —

{Con¥igved from page 2}

view. Many friends (and even members)
of the former YPSL or SYL genuinely

wondered whether or rot it would be pos--

sible to reeconcile the very real differ-
ences in tradition and approach of the
two organizations. Those not so friendly
considered it in their interest to frame
the guestion in terms of one of the twa
(either YPSL or SYL) being “swal-
lowed” by the other.

Both the former ond the loHer have
been decisively answered. The YSL has
been foanded, and in the course of unity

the notion of divislon along '"old lines'.

has been overceme, Needless to say, né
ane "swallowed" anyone else; instead
there has been a merger of tradition,
membership, and leadership, on a sugs
cessful and healthy basis.

The convention did divide oa many
questions, and of course there was a ten-
dency toward voting together on related
issnes. What surprised our friends (and
some of our members), and remains to
confound the eynic, is that in every case
the divisions that arose cut across former
YPSL-SYL lines. And the more impors
tant a question was, the more clearly wag
the vote not along *‘old lines.”

For that matter, this was not unex-
pected by those of us who have been az-
tive in cementing this unity. Both the
YPSL and the SYL were democratic or-
ganizations and each embraced varying

pointg of view. It is completely nataral’

that in the new unified organization, the
Young Socialist League, members will
tend to group with other rmembers in
terms of agreement or disagreement,
rather- than in terms of former organi-
zational ties.

In any case, the YSL, as it come ints

- being and as i¢ now shapes up, Is an in-

tegrally unified organizetion. This will be
a strong factor in our growth and devel-
opment, both Internal and external. The

frank, free, comradely atmosphere that

dominated YPSL-SYL relations at the cone
vention shows no Indication of slacking
off, The differance is that it is no longer
a case of YPSL versus SYL, ¥wo separate
groups competing with one another. We
are firmly orited under the banner of $he
Young Socialist League, and we raise this
banner high,

Third Camp socialisra now his a rew
voice on the youth sceme and that voiée
is stronger and more resounding than
any in recent times. Qur task, that of
building the YSL and making our voice
still stronger, precludes the possibility,
of quihbling over past diferences. We
have Jearned from the past, which is one
reason we now stand together, but we do
not let the past hold us back. We have
set our goals and we know where we
stand.

Many new people have joined the YSIL;

“ —youth who belonged neither to the

YPSL or SYL—on the basis of the unity

convention. And we expect many more 10 .
" join with us in the next few weeks,

JOIN WITH US NOW IN THE

" BUILDING OF THE YOUNG S8OCIAL~
" IST LEAGUE!
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SIDELIGHTS ON THE TITOIST CRISIS—II

The NR Whitewashes Tito

By HAL DRAPER

Since this week’s column was scheduled in any case to give some more details
about what happened at the Yugoslav plenum to purge_Djilas, let us do tha‘i[: by
considering what has just appeared in the New Republic under the title of The
First'Full ‘Account of the Struggle Inside the Yugeslay CP,” by Alexander Kendrick,
CBS correspondent in Beigrade. .

14 is a hatchet-job on Djilas and a whitewash for Tito. That could be a.point
of.view, of conrse. But in addition Kendrick is a falsifier, and that exceeds the terms
of the license.

Kendrick's motive Is made quite plain at the beginning: Diilas's tendencies “would
have seriously wookened the principal viable autherity In the Yugoslav state.” This
Yugosluv state Is an aily of “ours” in the cold war and it must not be weakened, cer-
tainly not just becaoase some. “'coffee hosse debater” has netions about demecracy.
Nendrick has not sold himself to Belgrade; it is the “American parfy line" he is con;
cerned with. Bjilas hos ne army.

*For simple slanting purposes, Kendrick’s references to Djilas are derogabc_)ry
Half-truths: “He is the kind of man who-cherishes ideas for their own sake” (like
‘art for art’s sake, he adds). On the other hand we are told that Tito has “a sense of
party loyalty and discipline that younger men of the Qost.—revolut:onary period do
not always have. . ..” Tito spoke to Djilas “like a chiding parent. . . .”

But Kendrick’s main concern is to defend: the Titoists from the suspicion that
their crackdown on the Djilas tendency shows that they are not quite so enth.usi_astic
about democracy as they have pretended to be. The first way he does this is to
parrot the regime’s official claim that it was not Djilas’s democratic zd’,eag that got
him inte hot water: “Djilas was not expelled for his ideas, which were in essence
shared by those who did the expeliing; but for the possible effects of those ideas—
effects which they had not foreseen.” ) )

This is a triumph of logic: the Titoists shared Djilas’s ideas (in essence any-
way) but still they purged Djilas because of the “possible effects” of these ideas—
which they themselves shared! )

Nendrick opporently does not even think to ask the Titoists (1] why Djilas's ideas,
which were- the some “in essense” as their own, could have different "possible effeets,”
and {2} kow in the first place these great democrats could purge a man for the “pos-
sible effects’ of his idens.

At no point does Kendrick’s “first full account” even mention the specific idea
of Diilas’s which brought the regime’s wrath upon his head: his concreie proposals
for the reorganization and transformation of the ruling party’s life mng] role. He
guotes Tito as saying that Djilas had “gone much too far.” On what point? “This
apparently was when Djilas began to concentrate his fire on bureaucracy; because,

~ said Tito, these were ‘assaults on an open door’-—meaning that the diminution of

bureaucracy wag already under way.” . Y

8o if Djilas was merely assaulting an open door, how- was he going “too far
and why did he have to be disgraced? The frouble is, as I could show textually,
that Kendrick has unskillfully put together a couple of different handouts of the
Ttioist line.

-Was There a "Great Debafe”? .

On the. basis of such nonsense, Kendrick is more or. less trying to convey, then,
- $hat Djtias ‘was not really purged for ideolegical deviation, ond therefore the fwlure
&f Tiolst democracy is safe. Well then, why was Diilas purged, according to him?
© z-Personal reasons! And how does Kendrick know? He says that the “real griev-
ance™ against Djilas was the one that was aired by—Mosa Pijade!

~ -+ ¢ As.it happérs, I-disenssed Pijade’s vicious personal attack in last week’s issue.

Tt was a-typical Stalinigt-hack job. In his anxiety to-believe that demoeratic ideas
were not in dispute, Kendrick presents Pijade’s personal vilifieation as “the'real
grievance”! And he quotes some of Pijade’s venom-dripping words with an air of
disclosure. .

Kendrick's second methed of defending the Titoists is to present the Diiias purge
itsel¥ os beling, Indeed, on exemplification of Titoist democrocy. For wasa't i¥ done fn
“public discussion"? right before the eyes of the people? didn't they.let -Dlllgs talk in
his defense? efe.

Last week I guoted Pijade’s declaration that the CC plenum was not to "“discuss”
with Djilas but simply “pass judgment.” It was not the “Great Debate” that Ken-
drick makes out, buat just what Pijade said it was—a Stalinist-{ype t?ial.-

In an amazing statement, Kendrick makes the claim that this trial was “the
most interesting -public discussion amohg Communist leaders since the trial of
Bukharin.” That comparisen is hardly a help to bhis thesis about the democratic
character of the discussion.

In any case, the facts are not capable of dispute. The only discussion of Dilla-s's
ideas ot the plenum was that made in the formal report by Kardel| officially condemn!ng
Dillas's devictions. Diilas did mot- discass his own ideas; he spoke only on the question
of discipline ond related accusations and issues. Tito Jikewise {excep? for some pcs‘.:.ing
fhrusts about Djilos's failure to mention the working ¢lass}. There was no '‘debate” of
fhe plenem aover Dlilas's ideas,

Up to this point, Kendrick’s whitewash job might conceivably l?e.considered to
be the Tesult of an honest, if in our view mistaken and biased, opinion. But then
our CBS correspondent winds up with a last demonstration which won’t fit ynde;r
that head. He flatly denies that Djilas recanted at this CC trial!'see, Kendrick is
saying in effect, they didn’t make him recant, as the Stalinist tradition demands....

The contrary is beyond dispute. Here Kendrick is not purveying the official
Titoist line but inventing his own for American consumption.

Djilas’s Recantation

In his concluding statement at the plenum, Djilas repudiated his m‘ew_s. What
ig true is that his recantation wag not a completely groveling one;.he continued to
~deny the “faction” charge, for example. ]

*, . . there are so many things to discuss in order {0 show people #that something
broke in me during these two days [of the plenuml,” he told the CC. . . . feday | am
eonvinced that this is the best woy to end the whele thing,” Only yesterday, he con-
finved, 1 remained on the same positions as before,” but last night, ke said, he
decided otherwise, "and believe me, i¥ was the first night qui I have hed o normal
sieep. .

P“I accept your eriticism in prineciple and in details,” he specified, although
‘tgome details about materialistic dialecties are not yet c¢lear to me and also those
about Leninism mentioned by some yesterday.” _ )

“I aecept everything said about it by Comrade _Tlto,"_he also stated, denying
only Tito’s remark that he had been “frightened by difficulties.” _ _

“ i I had continued on the same road, I would have arrived at the point
indicated by the comrades, that is, a point in opposition to Tito’s Yugoslavia,” he
confessed. And he added specific agreement with peint after point made by his

=2
denoiic; 1;;1 conclusion he said: I will, comrades, vote for the resolution . . . unless
there are going to be certain formulations . . . whkich would insult me too much”

Kendrick winds up with a hearty approval of "the realistic attitude of the Tito
group” in. disciplining Djllas for “wanting too much, too soon.” We, as. revelutionary
soclalists, greeted the emergence of the Djilas democratic oppositien tendency in
Yugosiavie, in spite of all of its inodequacies and weaknesses; but our great Hberal
magazine gives over its space to a denigralon of it ond a whitewash of the totali-
faviai regime. That is & confrast for genuine Hbherals t6 ponder, :

Rl

Dulles Is Happy — —

(Continued from page 1]

to American propesals for the unification
of Germany, and had left Dulles no way in
which fo retreat? He now has atf least %l
the end of April before he will have to
foce the possibility of a series of propes-
als for the wnification of Kerca and Indo-
China which could not be rejected. Good
reasen to feel relief!

The first thing whieh is likely to mar
Dulles” joy is the guestions he wilt have
to answer in this country. After all, the
Formosa Ilobby is still with vs. Both
Syngman Rhee and Chiang Kai-shek
have already denounced the Berlin deci-
sions as outright betrayals of their gov-
ernments by the United States. Their co-
thinkers, mentors, or spokesmen (which-
ever they may be) in this country will

' not long be silent.

What they willi want to know is wheth-
er the Geneva conference- does not give
faetual recognition to the Stalinist govs
ernment of China, and even more impor-
tant, how the United States is geing to
negotiate settlements with respect to
Korea or Indo-China without giving any-
thing in return for St_alinigt congessions
there. For a very simple teason, Dulles
will be hard-pressed to answer them.

That reason is that there is no answer.
Recognition of Stalinist China, admis-
sion of the Mao government to the UN
and-on the Security Council in the place
of the Formosa government—these are
the demands of the Stalinists which may
have to be met if anything at all is to
take place at Geneva except more mutual
denunciation.

NO WAY OUT

if the agreement to meet with the Chi-
nese Stalinists at Geneva Is a retreat
from every position the Truman and Eisen-
hower ygovernmenis have taken in the
past. why did Dullex make it7 His reply
fand a pretty honost one, this time) is
that he really had ne aiternative,

The French government has been
pressed to the wall in Indo-China. Un-
less its representative could go back from
Berlin with some hope, however dim, of
settling that war, its very existence
would be endangered, let alone any hope
it may have of getting endorsement of
the Epropean Defense Comnmunity
through the Chamber of Deputies. . .

For the Eisenhower administration the
gquestion boiled down to this: Which
would be more dangerous to it in the
long run-—the coliapse of its last few
friends in Frange or the attacks of the
Formosa Lobby in Washington?’

For the moment, the assault of the lat-
ter can be deflected by assurances, writ-
ten into the Berlin conference agreement
on the Geneva meeting, that the invita-
tion of Stalinist Chira does mot imply
recoghition of {ts government, But once
the Big Five have come together in April
the facts the American government will
have to face will be just as stabborn as
they have been in the past.

The first stobborn fact is that this gov-
erhment has ne real pofitical program for
the unification of Korea or for an end to
the war in Indo-Ching. In the past it has
simply demended thot the. Stalinists give
up their power position in the former and
their 'powerful political position in the
latter. The Eisemhower government (oad
the same was tree of Truman before him)
has not offered the peoples of these coun-
tries a social program which could enlist
them politically ogainst the Stalipists. lis
demond for free clections for the unifica-
tion of Kerea is a mockery as long as
Rhee's dictatorship is to conduz? the elec-
tlons: ond im Indo.China, as long as it
backs French rule, it has nothing to offer
the peoples at oll. Thus i# has no way of
really putting the Stalinists on the potiti-
cal defensive in efther country.

That the totalitarian rulers of Russia
and China, for their part, have no demo-
cratic interest in either Korea or Indo-
China is also perfectly clear. It is doubt-
ful that they would yield the strong po-
sition they have achieved in bhoth coun-
{ries in exchange for anything the Amer-
icans and French have in their power to
offer in Asia. Thus, as long as these
colossi dominate the fortunes of these
two small countries, no really demo-
cratic solation, no solution in which free-
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on the Labor and Socialist move-
ment, Marxism, ete., and con stp-
ply books of all publishéers,
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dom and justice are the prime consider-

ations, can possibly be expected. i

AL the moment, the maximum that can
be hoped for is some kind of stabiliza-
tion of the ¢old war conflict in hoth coun-
tris roughly along the lines occupied by
both imperialist power-combinations at
the present time. Even this would he
more warmly greeted by the world than
& resumption of the war in Korea or its
extension by greater American involve-
ment in Indo-China. Such a stablization

would contribute to the “breathing spell”

in which the forces of the Third Camp
can gather and begin to exert a stronger,
mere organtzed and more econscious pres-
sure on the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers.

CHINA ISSUE

But the minimum the Statinists can be
expected to demand in return for such a
stabilization is formal recognition of the
Chinese government by the .
States, or at least its admission into the
United Nations as the official govern-
ment of China.

In the August 24, 1953 issue of LABOR
AcTiON we had the following to 58¥
about the recognition of the Stalinist
government of China. In view of the out-

cry which we ¢an expect from the For--

mosa Lobby and its co-thinkers in thip
country in connection with the Goneva
conference in April, it bears repeating:

"A government which had a progressive
PROGRAM, o dynamicaily democratic for-
eign policy which It could counterpose to

the Stalinist demagogic sppeals, would -

have no fears ubout opening the UN talk-
ing-shop to Mao's men,

"The admission of Pelping te the UN-
would solve nothing, net a solitary thing.

- Te !demand’ it as a "step boward peace”—

in the spirit of 50 many European neutral.
ists—is possible onfy on the bushs of the
‘praceful coexistence'. myth. But while
Clilea's- admission to the UN {or for thot

matter. its recognition by the t. 5. gov- °
ernment) would solve nothing by ihself,

the contrary policy of kesping ozt the

Peiping regime by -every species -of threat. .

and cajelery is quite another matter.
"This policy of exclusion is. based four-
sgeare on Washington's. confinming. -tes -fo

Chiang; it bas meaning -only as part of the .

U. S. policy of relying on -revclionoried

everywhore for Hs allies; I¢ gives the Ras- -

sians a powerful and even legitimate lover
of propagande on its own baehaif: I coni-
vinces all the peoples of the” world thot
the U. S. is not literested in peace but ia
using the UM for s own devices and’
bloes.

“And so -this- tenth-rate gquestionr ba-
comes the specter over the coming Norean
political confercoce, while the U. S., with
o genfus scarcely parclled in world his-
tory. isolates fiself from every democrafic
opinion and foree. it looks once again as
if thet, and tittle else, will be the positive
accomplishment of the Korean $alks.”

L

With a sigh of relief, Dulles got out of *
Berlin without either having to agree to
U. 8. evacuation of Germany, or having
France split away from the U. 8. in
Europe. The “price” he had to pay was
to yield to French demands that he agree
to the conference on Korea and Indo-

China at Geneva. There he will have to

face, once again, the specter described

above, It, or its kin-folk, will haunt the

American government, and hence the-
American people, as Jong as the political
skeletons of the Rhees, the Chiangs and
the Framcos are permitted to step their
grisly dance in our political closet.
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" Page Eight

{Confinued from page 1)
. Former private detective, was picked up

on a California charge of suborning to .

perjury as he ended his “testimony”
against Warren.

Olney reviewed McCloskey's record to
poirt out that he had once been a mem-
ber of various Trotskyist organizations,
presumably leaving the impression that
McCloskey was still some sort of “red.”

But that was a long time ago. In kis de-
vious career, McClosky moved far from his
original attachments and finally ended up
where he i3 today: a semi-fasclst who pub-
lishes o poaper, The American Rally, whaose
fascist leanings and antl-Semitic overtones
are evident to anyone with politcal ex-
perience, But Assistant AMorney General
Olney is not interested in such details; he
is ocut to find “reds” and thiaks he has
discovered one In McCloskey.

THOSE FBI FILES

Some very intriguing angles open up.
I# the FBI has compiled its life-long
dossier on MeCloskey, they undoubtedly
have information tucked away which
they are not eager, for the moment, to
reveal, @dney can and does pick and
choose. .. .
" A few pears ago, long pfter McCloskey
bad seveded =H ties with the socialist
anovement and had become its enemy, he
delivered 2 speech to the citizens of
Akron in praise of a great champion of
the peopie. Who? Why Senator. Langer,
of course. Langer seemed so impressed
with this tribute that he inserted Me-
Closkey’s speech into the Congressional
Reecord, McCloskey, in turn, was so im-
pressed by this tribute from Langer that
he spent hundreds of dollars painfully
cotlected by his supporters to reprint the
excerpt from the Record for distribution
to the eager Akron voters. All this is in
the publie records.

Is i+ oo much fo assume that the FBI
has already accumulated a massive dos-
sier on Langer himself? We would assume,
in fact, that this secret police ogency
which clready assumes the fask of invesil-
‘geting a chief justice is busily at work en
a project to recerd the lives even of con-

. gressmer.

‘Langer, himself, was a featured speak-
er at a rally called by the Emergency
Civil Liberties Committee for its first
eonference last year, This committee was
formed: by well-known Stalinoids who
keep their distance from the Communist
Party but are always careful not to af-
tack it. But it is Langer’s expressed in-
terest in the defense of civil liberties,
entirely apart from the sponsorship of
this meeting, that would make him sus-
pect to the FBI. -

Langer, is a highly individualistic
maverick who -may have gotten himself
invoived with shady characters but he

has also faken many forthright steps in
connection with civil liberties.

THREE RINGS

All in all, we get caught up in an end-
less, interlocking cirele of circles of in-
_vestigation, reinvestigations and cross-
investigations. FBI agents trailing War-
ren jostle those tracking Langer, who
bump into those shadowing McCloskey.
The appointment of a Supreme Court
Justice has been turned into a three-ring
circus with one ring at least fully occu-
pied by the FBE.

One department, at the behest of Lan-
ger, sedulously follows the red thread in
Warren’s career. Another department, at
the order of Olney, amasses mountaind
of evidence against the withesses against
Warren. And we suspect that a third

department is busily piling up the record
against Langer.

" Undoubtedly, the agents investigating
Longer write voluminous noYes on mys-
terious visitors who siiak into the senator's
home of an evening, only to discover that
these sinister-looking creatures were
merely other FBI ogents reporting to Lan-
ger on Warren. . .,

In the case of the suspect justice we
get a glimpse, and only a glimpse, of the
steaming mess of anonymous charges
and innuendes that find their place in
the FBI'files. Warren is an important
man; he iy influential and conservative
and in the end triumphs over the *un-
evaluated” charges, i.e., lies.

But for every Warren there are, per-
haps, thousands or tens of thousands of
ordinary citizens, without recourse.

The 'Responsible’ GOP Leadership Gets
To Look More Like McCarthy Every Day

£

Twa cther facets of life in these United
.Btates may prefitably be considered
dglong with the news this week of the
dirty mess over the Warren nomination.
¢+ While presidential assistant Sherman
Adams addressed the Republican Na-
tional Committee meeting, a bulietin
board in the background spread out
copies of the CI0 News, the New York
Posgt, the Nation, and the ADA World
together with (other) weli-known Com-
munist publications like the Daily Work-
er and the Sunday Worker. This display
illustrated his theme: the world of liber-
alism and labor are linked with the Com-
munist Party; both, he insisted, publi-
cize growing unemployment, to under-

_ mine confidence In America and Eisen-

hower.

Leonard Hall. GOP nctionat thairmon,
hod just smeared Walfer Reuther with the
same charge. For the first time, anti-CP
trade-union leaders are lumped fogether
with "Communism," net by exfremist re-
actionaries and crackpots, but by respec-
toble and presumably responsible spokes-
men for the administration.

The unions wax indignant; but outside
labor circles, the incident causes hardly
a ripple.

THE DEMS HOWLED

Secondly, the uproar over the mysteri-
ous “2200" begins to subside ag the first
facts emerge.

Months ego, Washington announced

that 1,456 government employees had .

been fired as “security risks.” Leading
Republicans quickly raised the estimates
to 2,200 and reported with glee that most
of these were “subversives,” disloyal

Detroit 'Boom' ——

{Continved from page 1}
seli the “new-used” cars for healthy dis-
couns, The virtue of the aute industry
—no Price cutting—is thus kept intact,
at least in the eyes of the blind.

Jn some states this kind of traunsaction
also has the further benefit of no-taxes,
as in Ohio, where wholesale deals are
not taxable, according to the Akron
Beacon-Journal.

The fact that mainly Fords and Chevro-
lets are invoived In this kind of notion-
wide racket, which aveids tax poymoents,
rafiects the Intense competition between
these two gionts In o smalfer market,
American butiness methods are going to

be: given gqulte & public demonstration af

this rate of competition so early in the
yeor.

The failare of the steel industry to re-
ceive any big spring orders from auto
indicates that an imporfant pickump is
not shaping up: Likewise the huwe new
car inventories, the highest in history,
with over 600,000 in dealers’ hands,
means that the psual spring sales in-
crease will simply bring inventories down
to a more normal condition.

What is especially irksome and alarm-
ing to auio workers is that ali this goes
on at 5 time when more than 100,000
aute workers are on shor{ work-weecks.
Thaus the best they look forward to in a

spring pickup is a return to a 40-hour -

“week. What happens to the unemployed?
_The Michizan MESA says that only
4,000 auto workers will be rehired by
mid-May, and that 6,000 construction
workers will be rehired. That leaves over
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100,000 unemployed with no work pros-
pects? ’ .
The short work-week issue exploded
this past week at GM, after John Liv-
ingstone, UAW vice president, blasted

GM for a policy of short work-weeks, es--

pecially at Chevrolet, since November.
GM blandly denies it, which means that
it is just covering up. Hudson closed
down for another week in Detroit, to
make its vsual weekly news item. What
would really be news for Hudson work-
ers for the first time in six menths is a
week in which they did work a full 40
hours. This at a corporation which naed
to employ 18,000 and now is down to
4,500 workers :

Perhaps the most disturbing foctor of
all for Amerlcan indestry and for the eco-
nomic ciimate of 1954 is that the aeto in-
dustry—beliwether of American economy

—is still producing at a rote close to.

6,000,000 cars and trucks €or  flie year
1954, even with alf the umemployment,
shert work-weeks, and short layoffs which
show_ nowhere in the statistics! And as o
matter of fact, the industry cen produce
what it privately figures It will sell,
5,500,000 units, in T0 months, a% the cur-
rent rate of production?

It is this grim outlock that is begin-
ning to stir things up in Detroit, and
already has the Republican spokesmen
on the run.

The oversimplified and somewhat dem-
agogic campaign oratory of the CIO
spokesmen, “The victory of the Republi-
cans means a depression,” has found fer-
vent believers in this depression-con-
scious industrial area.

Pl et it

characters employed by previous Demo-
cratic administrations. .

Democrats howled and screamed—not
because they were concerned with civil
liberties, or because they were crusaders

against injustice and arbitrary firings;

their sensitivities were aroused, and
their passion for facts and figures stimu-
ated, oniy because fhey were accused of
sheltering Communists. They intended to
exonerate, not the 2,200, but their own
party. ) )

One incident helped- demonstrate that
the Democrats. on the principle of loyalty
parges and political wHchhunts, differed
not at all with the Republicans and thot
their souls vibrated with the spirit of our
times, In Detroif, six leaders of the local
Communist Party were convicted under
the Smith Act, adopted by the Roosevelt
administration, under indictmenis brought
by the Traman regime,

How many of the discharged employ-
ges were “disloyal,” asked the. Demo-
crats, and how many were merely degen-
erates, perverts, and alcoholics? For
months, Eisenhower spiraled around
this question, pretending or announcing
ignorance at press conferences where he
steered inquiring reporters to Brownell.
But Brownell was out, busy, in confer-
ence, or silent. Republicans splashed the
charge of “Communist-coddling” against
Democrats all over the country. Every-
thing was forthcoming except facts,
which were strictly “confidential.”

BUBBLE BURST

Last week, at last, some shreds of
truth leaked out. The power of aroused
democracy may be weak, but the power
of the purse remains effective, Democrats
on the House Appropriations Committee

foreed various government departments, .

under threat of denying appropriatioas,
to publish their analyses of the firings.

The subversive bubble burst. Of the
2,200, it is appareunt, only an insignifi-
cant percentage were aceused of “'dis-
loyalty.” The vast majority were ordi-
nary malefactors of assorted stripes.
The Democrats were vindicated!

But what about the loyalty purge sys-
fem? what about the anti-democratic
mood wnder which it proceeds? This was
strengthened, The Democrats, defending
themselves, boastéd thot they had origi-
nated the loyalty purge system with its
“subvarsive” list, ’

“In 1942, war service regulations of
the Civil. Service Commission disqualified
government servants where 2 ‘reasonable
doubt’ as to lovalty existed,” wrote the
Demoeratic Digest, official party publi-
cation. “As s result of CSC investiga-
tions, 1,307 persons were disqualified on
loyalty grounds.”

Thus, the Democrats claim credit and
patent rights on loyaity purges.

But there was 'no public furor in.1542
while thé Democrats purged. in peace.
We now know something about the Re-
publican purge of 1953 only because the
Democrats’ private pride was touched.
We know that the Republicans were
lying and they will probably lie again.

To the non-existent innocent .whe re-
plies: “Democrats don’t lie” we simply
add that they invented the loyalty purge
system which malkez the deception of
citizens inevitable,
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Warren Case — — [

ISL P‘rogra-m

in Brief "

Tibe Independent Soclafist League staads .-

for secialist democrecy and agaimet #hai
two systems of exploitation which now -
divide the worid: capitalism cad Stalinism. -

Capitalism connot be reformed or liber-
olized, by any Fair Deaf or ofher. deil, 3o .
as fo glve ¢he people freedom, abundonce,
security or peace. I# must be abolished
ond replaced by a mew social system, in
which the people own and costro! fhe
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
caily coatroiling their own economic and
political destinies. T

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever It .
holds power, is a brutal totalitarionism—
& new form of exploitation. I35 agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, ore
unrelenting enemies of soclalism and have
nothing in commen with socialism—which -
cannot exist without effective democratic _
confrel by the people,

These two camlips of capitalism and Stal-
hism are today at each other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi- -
nation. This struggie cur only lead o the
most frightfal war in bistory so long as the
people leove the capitalist and Stalinist
ralers In power. Indepondent Socialiam
stands for bullding and stresgthening the -
Third Camp of the peopic against both war +
blocs. : ’ - ?

The IS0, 01 o Merxict movement; looks .
to the working class. tmd Hs ever-prizent .’
struggle os the basle progresiive force inm <
soclety. The ISL is orgonized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the labor movement -
and among all other sections of the people.

At the same Hime, Independent Socialists
porticipate actively in every struggle to
better the pecple’s lot new-—such as the
fight for higher living standards, against .
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil tiberties and the trade-wwion move-
ment. We seek to join together with ail
other militants in the laber movement as
a left forze working far the formation of
an independent labor party aad other pro-
gressive policles.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism ore inseparable. There canm
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out sociullsm, and there can be no . sociak
ism without democracy. To enroll under .

this banner, join the Indepeadent Socialist
League! :

Get Acquainted!

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
(1 I want more information about’

the ideas of Independent Social-
ism angd the ISL.,

T I want to join the ISL.

NAME (please prinot)

ADDRESS

The Handy Way #o Subscribe!

LABOR ACTION

Independent Socialist Weekly
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, New York
Pleasa enter my subscription:

0.1 year at §2. O New
] 6 months at $1.

=W i

. -

O Renewal | .-
[J Payment enclosed. [7 Bill z.ne.'. “

'-n_?

s

a‘ﬁ’\ v

ls)‘




	v18n09-p1-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p3-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p4-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p5-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p6-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p7-mar-01-1954-LA
	v18n09-p8-mar-01-1954-LA

