%

OCTOBER 4, 1954

LABOR
ACTION

Independent Socialist Weekly

FIVE CENTS |

Battle of the Square-D Flares Up
With Injunction and Arrest of Pickets

ly JACK WILSON

DETROIT Sept 26—Full .pressure of
the United Auto Workers (CIO) was put
to bear on the Square-D strike :to force

a’ settlement -between management and -

the .independent UE union. before the
situation became a political hot potato
affecting the coming November elections
in Michigan.

Twice during the pcsf weel( it appeared
as if Detroit were going to witness a re~
vival of the bitter strike struggles that
marked the early turbulent days of CIO
organization when mass picketing won vie-
tories over companies, judges, cops and
scabs.

Detroit was heading for that kind of
showdown last week when UAW locals
kept putting more power into the picket

lines to keep harassing scabs marching |
and riding into the Square-D plant under -

very. heavy police protection.
.Some lively skirmishing between pick-

ets and pelice marked eaeh mornmgs”
struggle, and the ‘anger of - the union.
_ pickets over the cops’ ob¥ious strike-

breaking role kept mounting.
"At the crucial moment, however, Judge
Ferguson issued a sweeping injunction

and special orders to police under a litfle.

used and little-known riot-act section of

.covered a “red plot,” a

" the Michigan labor law, and mass pick-

eting was broken up, with dozens of UAW

pickets. getting personal warnings. Two -

UAW picket leaders were arrested with
lots- of fanfare. One of them, Ernest
Mazey, was released the next day and
charges against him dropped.

Policé held Paul Silver, @ UAW local -

union president, incommunicado, and De-

troit judges refused to release him even -

on a writ of habeas corpus. This was in-
tended to intimidate-other strike leaders.
It took much behind-the-scenes maneuver-

ing on the part of the UAW to force Sil-.

ver's release after 24 howrs in jail.

In those three critical days, police dis-
“bomb plot,” and
the House Committee on Un-American
Activities put its nickel’s worth into
whipping up a big red scare. UAW locals
countered with an exposé of these tae-

tics, and the attempt to whip up a wave

of ‘hysteria agamst the str;kers failed.

-Noticeable in those three critical-days,
however; was the lack of personaI inter-
vention by the top leadership of the UAW
on the-picket linés; and this was not
missed by city officials or the judiciary.

. Poward the end of the week, when the -

scabs were marching into the: plant, near-
{Tura te last page)
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The Russians Don't

Have to Be (lever...

By BERNARD ‘CRAMER

“It will tax mgenulty to find a formula
[at the forthcoming London conference]
that will grant Germany equality and
sovereignty but provide safeguards
against a recrudescence of German mili-
taristic nationalism,”" says the N. Y:
Times in standard editorial journalese.

A taxed ingenuity would be easy, but
magic is another matter. None of the
schemers of schemes in Washington,
London or Paris has any idea of how to
pull off this trick. The rearming of Ger-

many wunder a 'reactwmwy government -

like Adenauer’s means putting guns into
the hands of the old German. militar-
ism, and the problem- that the State De-
partment is trying to solve is net how
to prévent this from happening but how

1o sell it to. France.
Siniilarly, the standard - |a|n*m':m am-"

ment on the opening of fhe United Nations
Genéral Assembly session is that the U.S.
oncé more faces the clever machinations

of Vishinsky designéd to blacken the poér

but honest American dipiomats before the
world; The ability of these super-clever
Russians to blacken the U S. is really re-

Liberal Party Pla ys Tail to the Donke y

By PETER-WHITNEY

. After. piously- adopting: a platform promising - decisions based. on .
the “deepest ethical commitments,” the State Convention of the Liberal .-

" Party of New York, held:on Sep%ember 22-at the: Capitol Hotel, descend-

-ed to the level of what is termed “practical pohtlcs a:nﬁ ‘endorsed the-

" Demccratlc slate with one exception.

' This" conventxon, held shortly " after the maJor party- conventlons, .

was committed.in advance to en-

, dorse Averell Harriman for gover-

nor, Franklin Roosevelt.Jr. for at-

torney-general . ard -meost of the -

Democratic nominees. As some 500
delegates arrived for the conven-
tion, they were’ already reading newspa-
per accounts of their leadership’s sup-
port to the Democeratic slate. Thé con-
vention chairman: and party leaders as-
sured-the délegates ‘(before ‘even nomina-
tions began) _that: thé-nominees: would
personally appear before the convention:

‘This - steamroller atmosphere - was - too

"much for one’ delegate, who complained

bitterly that the delegates had been called
together to rubber-stamp a slate and thét
it was impossible to have a free discus-
sion on the candidates under such circum-
stances.

The chairman rushed to defend the
democratic honor of the party by assur-
ing the delegate that the candidates were
not really “waiting in the next room” to
be called before the convention! But by
happy coincidence no doubt, the leading

Democratic candidateés were discovered.

together somewhere nearby by a com-
mittee sent to unearth them, after they
had been duly nominated.

State Chairman Adolf A. Berle Jr., in’

his keynote address, stressed the reac-
tmnamy character of the Republican ad-

. sible “liberal types"
- they were confronted with two candidates

rations both in Washington and in.

Albany. .The overwhelming! aim to .drive .
the Republicans.out of: office-in New-York-

State, and then- two years hence: out-of
thé. White' House, determined the selec-
tions of the Liberal Party leadership.-
No mention was made of the fierce
fight in the Democratic convention be-

‘tween” Averell Harriman. and  Franklin
D. Roosevelt Jr. for the gubernatoriat.

nommatlon, except that Berle  credited

* the Liberal Party with such strong inftu-
" eneé on the Democratic Party that both:
" possible candidates were.
- liberal types.
Liberals have “elevated” politics in New~

“acceptable”
Thus, argued Berle, the

York: 'State; even the Republicans had to
nominate such liberal types as Senator
Irving M. Ives for governor and Con-
gressman Jacob Javits for attorney-
general.

In fact, one might argue that the Liberal
Party suffered from an embarrassmeat of
success—if its sole purpose in life was to
get the major parties to run the best pos-
for office. For now

for attorney-general of the most eminently
liberal type—in- fact; both candidates,
Democrat Roosevelt and Republican Jav-
its, were launched into the political arena
by the Liberal Party and supported by the
party at every election. A nice dilemma
indeed for the Liberals!

What role did the Liberal Party, as a

State Conventmn Goes Along with dle Democratic Party Hacks

party,: play in the Hot fight between Har-
riman and- Roosevelt Jr: for the leading
nomination, in- the Democratic Party?
Was the rank:and. file of the leerals
‘consulted as to their choice?

"~ _The New York State.CIO expressed.its
position . positively and -emphatically—it -
wanted Roosevelt for governor., The Lib- -

erals have been courting the CIQ unions

to join in with them to forge.a stronger
basis. for independent political action by .

the labor movement in New York State.
Even from the backward point of view
of choosing the “best” of the Demoaratic
candidates, the state CIO attempted to

throw its weight around and at least .
polled -its convention delegates on this

score.

But the leerals, who présume to have

greater inffuence ’on the Démocrats, wére
silent on tRis matter, and permitted no
rank:and-file' participation. The leaders
operated behind the scenes—apparently
favoring Harriman, along with their
erstwhile foe, Tammany leader De Sapio,

{Tuen to last pageé)

-many—East

mcrl(cbie. considering that’ |'l' is the U.S.

that holds the whiphand it the UN major-

ity, and that the debates and proceedings

are public before the world.

The Russians, however, do not have to )

be diabolically smart.

At the London, conference, the Big
Three of the West will be washing their ~

own. dirty linen, and Moscow need only
stand aside and point—to' the remilitari-
zation of a reactionary Germany.

‘Who will point to the fact that the Rus-
sians have remilitarized their own Ger-
Germany—and  rehabili-
tated its ex-Nazis to boot? Many, includ-
ing we socialists, can do so literarily;

but the leaders of the capitalist West -

cannot make this point effec 1vely before }
eir present'f

the world on the basig of
policy. They can only ﬂmg back £

) too "1

S L O . - . Saae

#h m—m

UN ISSUES

The. Russians don’t have,to be dev11- -

ishly brilliant at the UN' ‘either. All
Vishinsky had to do at the’ dpemng ses~
‘sion was raise the question of China’s

admission routinely. It apparently has °
escaped the'attention of most Americans.

that Dulles has admitted that the U.S.

cannot mobilize the votes to defeat this. ..
The great victory on the point—so called :
—had to be on a motion to postpone the.

issue, so that countries like  Britain could

swallow _and go along; in order not to _

antagomze Big Brother.

"Thus the two great issues.of the tlme -
clustered around the two powers which
are not.even members of the UN—Ger-

many and China. While the-fate of one

was to be settled outside:the UN-in Lon-
don,. the problemi-of the other-was shoved -
aside by the “world” body. Where'events. -
_do not by-pass the UN, the UN makesf

sure to by-pass events.

The Russians do not need-fo fax Hheir -
“ingenuity at the UN as long as Western
colonialism guarantees issues ready-made.

At the current session, two were forced

on the agenda against the opposition of
" the colonialists:" West New Guinea, which

Indoresia is demanding from Holland, and
Cyprus, whose right to self-determination . -

is being demanded by Greece against
Britain.

NO CUNNING -

The U.S., not bothering to pretend to
be a bulwark of freedom in a troubled .
world, abstained from the vote in both -
cases. This did not help the small-nation
blocks get the issues on the agenda, since -
-a certait number of positive votes are’

(Confinsed on pdgé 3)
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Pogo on the Subversive List?

Walt Kelly, who appeared before a
Senate Investigating Committee to agree
that something ought to be done about
comic magazines found this month that
something was being done about his own
Pogo.

‘In Providence, R. I.,, readers of the

. Journal were told that Pogo would be

suppressed (“omitted” was the word the
paper used) whenever it contained a

N—_—

character named “Simple J. Malarkey”
who resembles Senator Joseph R. Me-
Carthy.

In Massachusetts, readers remembered

that Pogo had sprung forth from a “left- -

wing” paper—and that at least one riot

- at Harvard could bé traced to a Pogo .
club. A-suggestion was made that the . -
meaning and real intent of Pogo be in-"

vestigated,
—Exposé (Sept.)
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By A. GIACOMETTI

EDC, the SP is the hardest hit.

than the settling of accoqnts with..
- a rambiinctious but uninfluential -
" sniperity. The SP’s’conflict; on the -
““other hand, is at once. more un-
‘reconcilable-and more- profound. .
' Yet the split in the -SP.was:not- -

“the result, originally, of a specific.

internal-need-but o refie¢tion of the strug- -
‘gle between two. opposing: bourgeois fac-
" %ions. A-historian once sdid -that “an insti- -
tution whlelu possesses :no- philosophy» of .
its ewn u‘e\mubly accepts that which hap-
pens o -bé fashionable.”  Affer failing . to.
produce its own solutions fo ony of the -
.problems before the country,- 'Hw SP has:

: g iue glong w}th ﬂne 1atter's’ p/ollclu

" has broken asunder. under.the -same
- -blows which-have-split- Hle bourqeomt ine
" te’ Fwo-factions.”
... - Therefore: the real issue in the. SP’s -
) crxsis is-not-EDC alone——if this :were the -
case, the rlft could:be healed more .eas- -
i
lyLet us take a closer look -at these two E
~fgetiong. - . '
: Tlie pro-EQ/C tendency led by Guy-

Mollet “André . Philip, etc., largely cor-
re_sponds ‘to. the: traditional right wing in

the’ party Yet there are right-wing ele-
“mentgs in “the antxﬁEDC faction, and the

Mollet tendency is also supported by the.

large workmg-class federations of Nord

and Pas-de-Calais.

What characterizes the Mollet ten-:

déncy more distinctively is its commit-
. ment to American foreign policy, in coa~
.- tition with %he MRP and (worse in
: France) in canunctxon with the Morri-

soh=Spaak wing in the Socialist Interpa-
-tional; and w1th :Adenauer and Dulles

adopted Hu comtradictions: of 'lhe boqfu ~ dsminant:

france:“ A Report on t‘ e

FARIS Sept. 20—Of all parties here that were split by the issue: of

The conflict in the bourgeois parties will not affect them-deeply,
because, much like:the American‘bourgeois ;parties, they-are logse:coali-
tions of contradlctory interests, and. their reasons-for existence lieon--
*_a different level. In the MRE’s- case, the expulsmns were: nothmg A_‘ore the.oecasion of the conflict has not:been

abx'oad It is the pohcy of those wlm do. - PAT

_not -see any way - of opposing: Stalinism

"except by brandishing. democzatic: atum e

bombs—a policy .that has. accumulated
nothing but.disaster for the- labor JMOVE

merit the world over and-led to. the pres- -

‘ent. impasse.in the first: place

ANTI-EDC . WING -

" The" cnh-rEDc fendoncy likewise--is.not - .

siniply ~a . left -wing." It - does...contain - a

levamte left.- represenied- by people\sueh :
“Pivert and his: fﬂends Depre,n. Weitz; -

the *Courrier Syndical' tendency in- Force
Quivridre, which. ‘have-: their own, mainly--
“§o&iglist; .reasdns. for opposing: EDC.- It

“by  flie - antl-EDC . parliamentarians, - is.
b‘asncélly; pvd-Ameuecl wﬂb onli-Germun
'G'ICIVMIS*‘ ovorfonos.y L e

The refusal of this g:conp to. be welded'

any -tighter: 1o -the:American- defense sys-:
tem . stems: largely from ~the:same..mo-

tkves that 1nsp1re -the - neutralist bour-.-

Along -with the. latter, they.-hope

F,rance on :the mtematmnal scene, guar-
anteed by, “peaceful coexistence.”” -

- At the.extreme right. of this tendency
stand such people as. Ramadxer, a person-

: 1ﬁcatwn of .every kind of opportumsm

that HKas -plagued-the SP since pre-war
t1mes, .and . Naegelen, .the notorious or-

ganizer of .the - Algerian repression in.
1945 and the consistent supporter of im-.

perialist policies in the colonies. In this
case too, what coherence this tendency
has. resides in its, .support to a bourgeois
tepdency, the one repr%ented by Mendés-
France.

The. fack, hew,ever. that the _,faehon; -in

tApropo,s of the recent discussion in
B . LaBor ACTION of the Attlee- Bevan jun- .
l" o ket to China, .we can be more specific 6n
i
!

one pomt*now ‘The text of Aneurin Be- -
'va.n s speech in Peiping is now available

(quotatlons below are translated” from

the Fiench néutralist-Stalinoid weekly -
France-Observateur).

The speech made clear Bevan’s politi-
RS cal support and. endorsement in general
£ of the Chinese Stalinist regime.

B _As we said’ before: we can have only'

contempt £or the type of aftacks on the

G Laborite junket which have been so rife

b in this eountry, but we have our-own $o- .

| cmhst }'gasons for rejecting it. Not least .
among them'is the spectacle represented
by Bevan,

‘As Bevan put it in' opening his speech
“Qur presence is in itself sufficient to
show the support which we bring to the..
Chinese peoples revolution. . . .”

And this is exactly why it is dlslngenu-
ous to justify the Laborites visit with ref-
erpnces ‘to cemenfing better relations or
“finding out what the Chinese think,"” and
suhllur dodges. v

van’s prekusly known Stalineid

illasions flowered in his Peiping speech.

The bulk of his talk was devoted to ex-

plaining to the Chinese why the forms of

" -struggle may be different in Britain but

_esseritially we all ‘are fighting for ~the
same thing. It was a general political .
embrace.

EN DORSEMENT

. Here is how he went on (we are trans-

* 7 lating from- the French - as mentioned

above)

. “It is evident that the ﬁght which the
Brltlsh workers' are carrying on in their
own- country against the forces of capi-
talism ‘leads them to sympathize deeply
with the struggles of the workers in the
_other counitries. These struggles take dif-

: :t'erent forms because they are carried on
under “different.  historical conditions.

hese, conditions. do. not. madify. the. ulti:.

Bevan’s Pro-S
‘Speech in Peiping

tallmst

- n . for .
an intermediary...positio " alternative.: This: is why, at:the present -

mate objectives of socialism but they do
have influence-on the means which have

" to Pe used to- achifeve’it and also on the -

nature of the" changes to come. There is
no universal recipe for social prog-
ress. ?

Bevan contmued along these lines with
more platitudes  about' taking into ac-
count differing national traditions, ete.
. The idea was that the Chinese Stalinists

~ weré good socialist fighters who were

merely smtmg theu‘ pohcy to non-British
-‘conditions. -~ - <~ >

At one point Bevan even stated that the
. Ghinese ,Stalinists. “have ‘put forward and
continue fo. puj' forward the only means
"fo' liberate your country from foreign
domination.”

‘It would -have -been difficult to go be-

yond this endorsement of the Mao dicta-
t.orshlp

“It is this combination of social and
national struggles which is at the source
‘of the prineiple différence between us,’
. said: Bevan. He is referring to the afore-
said differences in tactics due to condi-
.tions, and so on. At no point, according to
this text, did he 1nd1cate any criticism
Whatsoever

At neo pom‘l’ did he even indicate that
there were some inadequacies-in the po-
o litical regime from the pomf of view of
demaciatié¢ rights.

Here- Stalihoid illusions go hand in

. hand .with old-fashioned British and

white chauvinism. For it is quite clear
that Bevan’s thinking includes the fol-
lowing: A backward ‘and bemghted peo-

ple like the Chinese, and. Asiatics in gen-
eral, who wouldn’t understand democracy

_anywey,. can’'t be brought to freedom by

@ democratic regime or by democratic
methods; they understand only the whip;

© g0 let the Stalinists whip them rather:
. than Chiang Kai-shek; at. least the Stal-

inists will wth them into “socialism’.
Here is exactly how a species of pro-

- Stalinism meshes with typical: lmperlahst

cenctemmhfo.n,.co,l.onedwles#

the SP-have not: crystclliu& out:of a-com-
pelling noed for & clearer: :socialist:policy,

bt because -the’ party- has .allowed “+he

confradiehons of - the boirgeolue ‘4o be-.

.come mfs own. does.-not -mean. that--the .

present: conflict- is deuid of ‘meahing- for
the labor movement,-or that-it-cannot: :be

~utitizéd: Ho the-: datier's - advantage: -While

socldlei--hlfmlve. ift rmreumnsf'

wodring elau. For’

Tng-and the-perspectives of ‘edch tendency

seriously into consideration as a perspee-

portant 0. enluqte #he:, pdhheabnm "

. .The: consequences: of the. pohcl.es «of:the.
B Molle_t wing -are-too-well-known -to enter -

Gs e N R ¥
NEW YORKERS—REGISTER!
‘We recommend -that New York -readers
register Liberal Party. You -must register
in order to vote. Registration fakes place
till Saturday, Oct. 9, up to 10 p.m,
“ ; — . /.

"anti-EDC opposition; threats. of -expul-
sion agamst the maJorlty of the .parlia-
mentary “group. It is not unlikely ‘that
" Guy-Mollet will attempt to.save his posi-
‘tion by'wholésale: e:gpulslons of the oppo-

- sition, in ‘order to isolate them from ‘the

' partyebefore itis too lato

nerican i bourgeoisie. - Yet, -experi
has shown ‘that Guy Mollet might
“not- hesitate to assert his tendeneys isu-
premacy in thé party even "4t suéh a
prxce

tive for .the French labor:movement. It is :

‘the pelicy-that has led the.SPP-and F.0.:
to paralysis. and. that has rendered:them
ifcapable of.defending. effectively the in-

terests of the working class, not to speak:

" of . the .iriterests of . the colonial . peoples
It -represents. .an: abandonment of-.any

shdency: however, npreumdm perspective of. socialist. leadershxp—-there

.1s nothing: Guy.Mollet can.do: that Dulles
can’t Ado: better g ) . :

SLOWING DOWN

For the -French  socialist: movement .

_this pollcy ‘means: seli—lmmoiatxon ofi.the
altar of the: gréat. crusade, it-also means:.
“to praetically: push’ the-. French work.mg-
“class: into the *CP's :arms, for want. of an

“time,. this' policy’ will remain confined:to

" the fortunately narrowing ¢iréle of:Mols.
let supporters, and to the handful .of-de-
moralized. renegades from- anc-Tweur
and .Preuves.

What, on the other hand, are the per—
spectlves of -the anti- EDC ‘tendency? At
present, its policy is one of collaboration.
with the neutralist bourgeoisie,: of going -
along with the initiative: Mendés-France
has taken. But what will happen when
the initiative slips- out of- Mendes-
Frances hands, as it must?

Already now a certain slowing down m
the “New Deal” is noticeable, L’Exprtese
the liberal bourgeois weekly, has already
begun to enumerate the “fofces of in-
ertia” that are gathermg strength_
agam_st Mendés-France and says: “what
is there to maintain dynamism and for-
ward motion? Essentially, popular pres-
sure, the pressure of new generations. ..”
Even the bourgeois supporters of Men-
dés-France, then, recognize the impera-
tive need for the French premrer to seek
mass support on his left. - - - -

Such mass support can come from the
Stalinists, and this. Mendés-France can-
not accept on the terms he-must govern -
on, It can also come: flom an-SP:that has:

been conquered-by-thé anti-EDC -wing. = -~

SP's CHANCE

In this latter case, Mendés-France would ™
find himself entirely dépendent .on: the SP, .
all the more so since-he cannot attain even
his bourgeois. neutralist aims in foreign
policy without support from the British
Labor Party and the German Social-Demoo<
crats - (SPD). But if Mendés-France cannot

govern ‘without the - SP;, then -this means. -

that the SP is in a position to impose its

own terms on the doméstic level, fo take

the initiative and to propose, in furn, a

"New- Deal" under the leadership of the .

working class. It would also be in @ posi-
tion to re-establish contact with the inter-
national-socialist movement and fo work
out a common policy with the BLP and the

SPD, tending,toward an autonomous West- -
ern. Europe—an indispensable first. step if.
genuine socialist forces -are to develop. .

To do this, it would not even necessarily

have to be in government: it would be

more powerful in opposition, with such a
policy, than any of the pre-Mendés-France -
or possible post-Mendés-France geovern-
ments could ever hope to be. A tempting
perspective—but is it o realistic one?

It assumes, to begin with, that the left -

neutralist, ‘anti-EDC opposition has suc-
ceeded in swinging a majority of the SP
over to its views. This is by no means
excluded if it is allowed to develop freely
in the party. Since the July congress in
1953, the anti-EDC tendency has been
gaining strength steadily, and increased
its following from a third of the mem-
bership to nearly half at the present
time. The defeat of EDC has only fur-
ther strengthened its position.

Against this trend, Guy -Mollet has-
fought bitterly in order.to maintain con-
trol over the party. The stages of the
-fight are known: sanctions,’ suspensions;

. ex-pulsmns ‘tecerithy- of thé. leaders~of the

-THE STRUGGI.E WILL COMﬂNUE :

: Tlle clnlﬂy of- ihe sP's -politicians to
redch unclean compromises should not be
underrated;-however; even if the concilia-
- tors in-the party.prevail: cqcmsf Guy-Mol-
let;-and- a- modus- vivendi is reached be-
itween- the-two-factions within: the pcrfy.

H!o spllf wnll nohlmve b,.. hclod ""_‘_ .

sfrmlt behvcon ﬂle iwo fcﬂion& w-H
eontmue. 4he : "!uropecn“ wrll~con'hm|e io
lmqround .even though- c«cluriﬁeuﬁon of
ﬂle tsmsﬂnuy .be postponed for a hm
l‘f ‘on.the: other ‘hand, Guy Mollet ‘has
his way- and -expels h!s opponents, will.
the perspectives of the. opposition have
changed- decisively? This .depends in.tHe
first place on' the -opposition’s own atti-

tude.. Mollet hopes that wholesale expul-

sion will cause it to disintegrate, i.e., will
compel a greater part of the opposmon-
ists to erawl back into the party on Guy
Mollet’s terms. If this should happen,
‘and, given the compositlon of the opposi-
“tion it can happen, a serious blow will
"have been struck agamst any indepen-
dent socialist: ;perspective in France for a
long time to come; social-democracy will
have disappeared as a factor from the

political scene; w1th it the potentgahi;y_k
of an independent Left and, as a conse:-

‘quence, Stalinism will be correspondingly
strengtheried.

However, disintegration is not a neces-~
sary fate for the neutralist opposition,
even if it is expelled. The factors that
would favor disintegration are the lack
of stability of the opposition group and
~its lack of homogeneity: it does not real-
ly know what it wants, nor has it had
time to reach any clear perception of its
role. Yet it has beén produced by a mood
which expresses not only the guandary
of the French bourgeoisie but - also the
stralmngs of the working class toward
a new, genuinely independent sotutlon

TO THE LEFT?

-The French working class is not a pas-
.sive,. amorphous, mass, 1t is. a. conscious

) class. and it is in mohon. seeking by its
. ‘own de\m:es a solution ou'l'slde and in parf
) cgamsf its fr_udlhongl represenfuhves
‘The tremendous decline in- Stalinist ‘influ-
‘ence, ‘which is only paralicled by the de-
cline ‘of -the $P, has not-brought about a
decomposition of the class-consciousness
of the workers, nor the loss -of their. abil-
ity for spontaneous, coliective and organ-
ized action. The August strikes last 'year
have demonstrated this. The great ré-
sponse to Mendés-France among the peo-
ple also reflects this in part, Forces are in

i'rallsm and larger -than Mendés-France.

If it succeeds in riding the crest of
this wave, the neutralist opposxtlon

would be held. together—not by any in-

ternal cohesion it does not have as yet,
but compelled to go forward by the pres-
sure of a forward-going working-class.
A development, to the left would be all
the more llkely to follow from such a

neutralist opposition would be the only
group equipped to understand and fore-
see such a development, and conseguently
to turn it to its advantage.,

Whether this perspective materializes,
then, mainly depends on two factors: if
the SP opposition can maintain and as-
sert its identity inside or outside the par-
ty: for long enough to be able to mierge
with an upsurge of the working class; if.
the working class can recognize and

_seize in time the occasion. it is offered to
_support a new alternative, to compel the

neutralist ‘tendenicy of the SP to become’
_ a left tendency, and to turn’'it mto aenew“

pahtmaL Weapom. .

fifth wheel to the- chanot of the

motion that have grown larger than neu-

situation, since the left minority, in the =




el

|
|

-’-iﬁ»decrees of 1946»4’8. Tt begsn with' an a

What has ﬁamwned to the highly touted “mw freedom” in Russwn '
lztemture, which evidenced itself after Stelin’s death and in the first

- period of the directorate that supplanted Stalin?

~ =Here we publish two articles from two 6

teil the 8to'ry up to no'w

‘ ly JQHN CI.!WS
One: featm‘e of the Soviet “new look” :

© - * “hés“been “the" loosening “of ‘the ‘cultural °

stralt;acket, jerked tig
tiele by- the poetess, Olga Bérggoltz, pub-"

. lished- in’ themtumaya ‘Gazyeta a few

ifferent publications which

Y

twe phenomena” as a reactlon agal nst:
. “1dylxc tones

weeks -after Stalin’s death. She. said that fali

pefcple were crying ‘out for lyncal poetry, )
aid . pleadéd that  the  “institational ~
= gtiardxanshlp" lmposed by thé ‘buread-"
- crﬁcy be ended. :
~The new call- was: for. creatxve ini ‘g_-,_
tlve, -sinjeerity -and; eriginality in  Soviet
:-art: On-June 4,719563, Pravda’ comptamefd.
editorlally that the ‘hew plays were poor-.

~ 1y* written, and “demanded a “bold and- .

the - Central “Committee 'decreés of 1946-
Partmws ’

- creatlve geareh™ for someéthing new, in-.
stead of - “schematxe ~portrayals of con-
ﬂlc LA

-dn-Oetober J953 Ilya- Ehrenburg' am-

~ pltﬁed this theme. In the:monthly, Novy

_-Mir, he-agked, “Can one imagine ‘Folstoy
~being: ondered to ‘write ‘Anna Karenina,
or:Gorky -Mother?”

He supplied his. own answer, “An au-
- thor is' not a piece of machinery. An ay-
. thor writes-a book not-becanse he knows
~how to-write, not because he is a member
of-the Soviet Writers’ Union and may be.
--asked . why he has published nothing for
so long. An guthor does not write a book
‘because he has to earn a living. An au~
thor writes a book because he finds it
necessary to tell something of himself,
- because he is ‘sick” with his book, because
he, has.seen .people, thmgs and. emotlons,.
he cannot help descrlbmg

VOICES SPEAK UP

Ehre'nburg must have had his tongue
. in his cheek when he drafted this plea for
freedom to write, for he—above all—
knows the situation in Seviet literature
and art. But his article was followed by
others. Many writers must have told
themselves, “The satirist Zoshchenko has
been rehabilitated to a certam extent,
maybe things will improve.”

In December 1953, Novy ‘Mir publlshed
an article by V. Ponierantsev, who attack-
ed artificiality and called for more reai
sincerity in writing.

“Qur literature needs builders, not pro-
-fessional bards,” he declared. “A bard
spends his time extolling gladness, a
builder creates it. The writer who de-
rives his enthusiasms not from royalties
but: from our great achievements and
plans, will never hush up problems. He
will seek to -Solve all problems of our-
complex and most interesting times. Why
should we need to idealize, when we are
actually achieving the ideal?”

‘Pomerantsev then -dealt with hypo-
thetical cases, which were basically true.
He spoke of the difficulty of getting -
works published which wefe not written’
to order; finally he attacked several offi-
cially approved books.

Similar thoughts appeared elsewhere.
Oktyabr published a play—Spring Floods
by Yuri. Chapurm—whlch eriticized the
bmlders 6f ‘the Volga-Don Canal for rid-
mg rough-shod over the feelings of a
Cossack village, forclbly moved to make
- wiy for a new reservoir.

THUNDER RUMBLES ~

. Then came o warning. On January §,.
1954 Pravda said that this new freedom
was taken too much for granted. "Socialist
realism" was."itill the operative factor.”
A month later in Znamya, the critic L.
Skorino accused: Pomerantsev of erecting
his own targets in order to shoot them
down easily, of being "ambiguous” in his
- apparent sincerity.

Yet, surprisingly, Komsomolskaye
Pravda supported Pomerantsev. On
March 17 it published a long letter from
some Moscow students who thought
‘Pomerantsev  had gone too far in his
criticisms, but’ agreed with his main
pomts

- 'This was only a flash in the pan. On
Aprﬂ 12 Pravda took up- its old -theme

ainst. “negs-j‘ :

- frofif the‘edm)rshxp

. -article for attack, thoug
‘tion Ehrenburg’s- initial inspiration.

- lmised 4rorh fhe edﬂohlhp “of Okfydbi o
~LAST ACT . '

Another, F.: Panferov, was dlsmlssed
of Oktyabr

On-May' 25, A. Surkov, first sec"efa"" '
of the érs’ Union ‘and. ah old éfemny -
of Virt ndéd his felow writers that

48 were as. v 1id” as ever;
(Partyness) was stillthe critérion. Sufs
kov-singled ‘out Pomerantsev’s Novy Mir
¢ did not meii-

On June 5 Literaturnaya Gazyete te-

- ported that a party meetmg of the Lenin-

grad writers had agaid “sharply de-
nounced” Zoshchenko, anng ‘the’ same
lines as in 1946.

On August. 17, .the final act of this. cir-
rent literafy drama wis plcyéd fo a close.

.Literaturndye Gazyetd announced that
Tvatdovsky had been dismissed from the
editorship .of -Novy' Mir “for publishing’
Pomerantsev’s. article and “incotrrect and
harmful materlal » for forgetting that
any weakening of socialist ideology
meant a strengthening of bourgeois in-
fluence. Tvardovsky’s successor is K.
Simonov (by now a party hack). A neéw
code for Soviet publication is to be laid
before the Writers’ Congress, postponed
from September to November. There the
Zhdanov line, will be brought up-to-date!

But one question mark remains. Why
has. no criticism been leveled against
Ehrenburg, who started the main chain

.of events? ..

ILYA EHRENBURG
ON THE PAN

By ALEXANDER WERTH

Some months ago Ilya Ehrenburg, en-
couraged by the more liberal appearance
of the Malenkov regime, wrote a long
article in favor of more lively, noncon-
formist and “inspired” writing in the So-

viet Union. Although the article was ex-.

ceedingly cautious, it was still typical of
the reaction that seémed to have set in
against Zhdanov’s absolutist doctrine of
“popular art”—a reaction the most strik-
ing example of which was Khachaturi-
an’s outburst -against the bureaucratic
tyranny that “for some years now” ‘had
been crippling Soviet music.

But this healthy reaction against artxs-

tic conformism has obviously recéived no -
encouragement from the party, and we

seem to be back in the days when Pravda
or some other official journal could final-
1y “condemn” a book or work of art.

The latest sform has been . ‘over Ehren-
burg’s. new short novel, sugmﬁcunfly en-
titled The Thaw. The very official
Simonov. went for it hammer and tongs in
two successive issues of Literary Gazette,
in an article of altogether about 11 col-
umns. Here and there he grudgingly con-
ceded half a point to Ehrenburg: butf, in
general, he declared Ehrenburg's new book
"harmful." And that was that.

Ehrenburg’s novel is, in fact, a vigor-
ous pamphlet against the prevailing state
of affairs in the Soviet world of art and
literature.. Its two principal characters
are, on the one hand, a hack, called Puk-
hov, who paints the rlght kind of plcture

“Hohday on a Collective. Farm,” “Fac-
tory Meeting,” “Two Workers Readmg
a Paper,” “A Happy Soviet Girl with a

New Chocolate  Box” (each choc being

carefully rendered. in oils)—and, on, the
other hand, a great painter called Sabu-
1OV,

Mr. :

“a man who only loves his’ pamtmg

to paint not for olir tirhe, but for the
2Tst century

~ ~Pukhov is aware of his own medlocrlty '
and secretly admires Saburov, whose ge-

: totall by - the - authori-
together very:-micely: The ﬁrst from. the weekly Saviet Orblt (Loﬁ-,mus B Jotaly. lgnored 4 authod-

tion) which: presents. the.picture up to August-and ends with «.question, .-
< mark over the figure of Hya Ehrenburg. The secomd is by Alesander

'.\Werth—-a,n independent. Stalinoid, it should be roted-=writing in the

--New Statesman-and Nation,; on “Ehrenburg in Trouble % Tayether thw"_,

tieg; but, being.a cynic,. Pukhov: adapts. -t tha
h}mself 3s, Dest . he can:to.the’ conchtwns-;(-:

and ‘manages, for all his - medwanty, 1
make a- living by “fo]lowmg the instrue-
tmns

much worge than the “great. masbers” of

- the.. oﬁiclal school of pamtmgv—-by whom .
no doubt Ehrenburg means Gerassxmov'

and company. .

A THE anﬁza-o\nsi(

Aceordmg to . S}monor, one—thmi oi"
- Ehrenburgs book is devoted' to .discus- -
sions on art and literature, and he ‘¢om-

plains of one of Ehrenburg’s characters,

- a_young actress, who constantly. grum- -

bles about the awful tedium  of modern

. Soviet plays. And Simenov -is-indignant
because Ehrenburg .has talked ‘only - of -
.. the ;two -extremeés—Saburov; -thé isclated
--and: unrecognized = geniiis, . arnd :Pukhev,

the. commercialized ‘hack: Hé is also in-

.. .dignant that Ehrenburg, instead of try—
ing to convert the genius to “the service .
_of; the people,” tends; on.the contrary; to
.. put -him-forward as an example to others :
“On the. wtliole, Ehrenburg Proposss -
.. that ‘our art s“hould follow Saburov, that
it should follow the road which: leads to
- jsolation, to' divorce - from reality, - in
. short, to formalism:”
" art” adopt this coursé, and Ehrenburg’s :
. novel m'sy do great ‘harm to our art by
encouraging the naturahsts amongst us

o Never will ou#

to invoke his authorlty Rid

It is odd how" every}lnng ‘not’ elosely
conforimifig to the par
tend fo bé dismis

“as "nc‘hrﬂisfh—

nafdralism’ Becomlng. N some 'odd way,
identified with the old "formdlism o

(Conﬂnued from pdge 1

needed, but it was somethmg of a slde-'

step
The Russmns did not even need Me-
phlst;ophelean cunning when Daulles

sprang his big coup on the UN sesston, -

namely, a reiteration of the Eisenhowér
atomic-energy pool proposal coupled with
the charge that Moscow had refused to
participate. At this writing Vishinsky
has left the door open_for a pohcy shift,
or at least-for obfu5catory maneﬁvers,
and the question is to be discussed later
on the agenda; but there is no reason to
believe yet that the power- pool scheme
dismays them.

Any impetus toward the expansion of
the peaceful use of the atom is to be
welcomed, but the U.S. has §till to con-
cretize the plan sp that one' can see
whether it means much at all That in the
first place

Secondly. an Atomic, Energy Commisslon_:_

official has pubhcly expressed his fear fhuf
Russia may bé way out in front With re-
gard to political utilization of industrial
atomic power, and without benefit of the

-Eisenhower pool :plan at all.

SECRET WEAPON

Speak'inv on September 28, Dr. L. R. .
Hafstad, director of reactor development .
for the AEC, “chided” American indust-

ry “for failing to venture into the field
of atonfic power with its traditional
boldness.” He was afraid that “if the
United States lagged in taking &tomic
power to underprivileged countries, Eu-
ropean producers would grab the mar-
ket.”

Here’s -how he tied 1t up w1th the in-
ternational cold war: )

“Dr. Hafstad - explained - later that

‘Britain was known to have the jump on

the Unlted States in building an atomie

V4 : TN\

~ LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE

114 West 14 Street, New York City

vspwiwtiéeé in books dnd. mmﬁhtets _
on“the Labor® and Socialist move-
‘ment; Marzism, ete., and. can mp—

ply books of all: pubmhert.
Scnd fcr our" fm bcok Hsf.'.

to enforce it.

by painting kolkhoz hens and- ez

cows, and by doing, on: the whole, .not .

: —-Ehrenburg,’accordmg to "$i ON6Y
- identified " practically all-Soviet
. the latter.. And he’ proceeds to'guete 4
© (rathier a short ofie,” I must ¥ay

- burg .appreciates Saryan or Konchaloy

- these: few. gobd(ish painters.do not W
- mieh; and that,; unfortunately, it is’ th

- and- wonderfyl landscapes.” In any css?e'».‘"

~ ward question of the Communist Picasso. -

fy line: should now
- very . official

. known quantity but iniportant. Fear has

_dustry would even begin to move to do' &
" the job which was assigned to’ it by the

- U.8. press.for lack of anythtg ‘better

The Uttion of Publi¢. Service- Employ-
ees: in- ‘Madagascar, has presented.-
French colonial admmlstratmn with
list,_ of demands, headed. by . the clalm
that local French and Madagasean em--
ployees should be put on an equal bas
by law_in thexr condmons and terms
work. The union is aﬂihated bg the In E
national Confederation of Free Tra CH
Unions:
. Negotiatidns are. noW takmg plads. on '
t};e :demand, -but the. union has. declare;l .t

. f:_‘:»the résilts are not, satisfactor
en

A mdesprea& str;ﬁe movémev

R R Rk S

ad

—the unrecogmzed genias . and ‘the

E%

who “could ot possibly be dxsmxsse& e
hack,s, but-who’ equally caiinot be: éiassea_ .
as “‘unrecognized gemuses v gl =
“The argument is scarcely honest:. tbe A
questxon doeg riot arise whether. Ehren< -

sky. . What - Ehrenburg is’ suggesting:
that, in the _total: output. of Soviét arl

hacks the ~ Gerassimovs “and ‘the . thoti-
sands of sub-Gerassimovs (of whom Puks
hov xs a perfect exaniple) who set the
page. : R
.P,nvately, Ehrenburg ls, of conrs & S
eat Matisse atid Picassd f4n;” ¢fficiall
hedid not.date gb so far. His Sub
still paints-‘only “marvellous poﬂ:r its

Simonoy preferred not ‘to- raise the awl

The significance of it all is this: a few
months ago, there was good reason to be-.
lieve that the ice had been broken, th
“tﬁe thaw” (to uge Ehrenburgs wor
had set in: Today imonov devotes eleven,
‘columns to denounc .
Ehrenburg, for the solé gurpose of [ e-

feriding the stdtus quo .

plant to produce cOmmerclal electrlclt)'}':
He sdid Russia’s progréss was an un<

frequently been expresséd in recent
months that’ great political advantage
would accrue to the Russians if they pro-
vided atomic power for economlcaﬂy '
needy areas before the United States.” -

And Hafstad wanted to know when in- .

new Atomie Energy Act.

If Hafstad is correct, an atomlc power e
pool would not mean that the U.S. is
giving: Europe anything it doesn’t know
The Europesns aré ahead; and the Rus:
sians may be even further. Dulles’ big® ¢
plan, therefore, while played ufi-in thes .

may merely  lead Europe-to mutter."
“Thanks for small favors)” - - .
And -while' the ‘power ‘pool ‘gof {ngger’ g
beadlmes in the U.S., the res¥ of the' world'
heard more ‘about” the first vietim- of ﬂfe
H-bomb: symbolically, a - Japanese,” : as'
were the first victims of the A-bombs. - -~ -
No, the Russians don’t have to be: .
clever Wesbern capitalist pohtlcs g theu-
secret  weapon, - . = .
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{Continued from page 1!

But the delegates remained in total ignor-
yice of how. influential their operations
“were. At the state convention, it was ob-
~ vious that the bulk of the Liberal dele-
, gates favored Roosevelt Jr. over Harri-
", man, but a technique whereby the Liberal
Party rank and file can influence its lead-
ership has still to be perfected.

4 ‘BACKING WARDHEELERS

How about the other candidafes on the
“Democratic slate? How about the hacks
- and wardheelers selected? How about the
* Judicial candidate attacked as “consistent-
. Ay ‘antiilabor"? Where was Liberal influ-
" _ence on these minor posts? In the case of

" NHeutenant-governor, a committee of lead-

‘ the. Democratic  Party to name Charles
Hcllforan. Buﬁub fire commissioner and an
AFL, union. leader, The roster of this com-
initte¢ included the major unioms in New
‘York State, including many not in the Lib-
bral Party.
. " The Liberal Party’s trade-union “lead-
érs, David Dubinsky and Alex Rose, con-
. stantly appeal to these unions to work
with them on the political field. But when
these unions- togk a united political -step
to call for a unionist on the Democratic
slate where were ithe salvgs of support
r the leeral leadership? Why didn’t

a:Halloran?;Is this the way, from their
- point of view, to build closer political ties
'Wrth the CIO and AFL?
»:Not one. word of explanation was glven
to: the state conyention on this point, al-
though Dubinsky’s Ladies Garment
“Workers’ Union was included in the Hal-
loran delegation. Moreover, the Liberal
leadership could not even justify their
silence by pointing to some great Liberal
Democrat as the final selection. -
* The candidate, Bronx District AHorney:
.- George Deluca, is an old-time hack of the
- Democratic Party, who jokingly repeated
‘Berle’s crqcl( to him that he was a "ma-
chine man.’
~“This. ward-heeler is part and parcel of
f,he old Flynn: gang from the Bronx.
.. Flynn’s. policy, ¢still fellowed. after his
. death, pitted theg Democrats against the
‘Fiberals in that ceunty, since the Demo-

pendent candidades. As a résult, the Lib-
‘€rals built up the strongest county or=
. ‘ganization, and in the 1963 election be-
came the second largest voting force,
beating the Republican Party.,

. Now the Bronx Liberals will have to
- igupport a hack and thus 'strengthen a
" “machine that they have been opposing for
' years,: - o

JAVITS PROBLEM

» . Another Democratxc hack got the Lib-
erals endorsement for state controller—
; .:.Aaron L. -Jacoby, chief clerk- of Kings
County Surrogate Court. Both he and
DeLuca -are the  undistinguished gray
products..of- their respective county ma-
chines,  and. the convention delegates
. “heard llterally not one word on why
either of them merit Liberal: support:

ith - the: sweet; so they were: swallowed
along with Harriman.and Roosevelt.
Of the four. major candidates, only ﬂle

seﬂbed by bis; nominator-as an “exquis-

. IConhn«d from- page -1}

ly 250 in number, unmolested, it seemed
ag:if the UAW had switched its tactics
toward the strike; at least that is what
" the corporation- obviously expected.

A half-pagé- ad in Saturday's Detroit
pupers gave the corporation quite a shock:
THé UAW came out with a four-point pro-
ram:of arbitration for ending the strike,
id indicated ‘that its full weight and
prestige was now-thrown against a strike-
bréaking success in Detroit. It was also a
pressure move .against the leaders of the
independent union to retreat at the bar-
‘gaining table, and at the moment it seemed
{ikely to succeed, unless management - or
the independent union leaders decide to
torce a violent crisis on Detroit.

" The UAW proposals for: (1) An im-
mediate reopening of the plant, and the
esumption of work on the basis of em-

Don't miss.a single week of h
E ' LABOR ACTION
g A sub Is only $2.00 a year!

ing AFL and CIO leaders had petitioned -

they nse ' their, vaunted influence behind -

‘exats would not accept Libersl endorse- .
“ments and thus:forced: them to run inde- .

| ot t s el

.But-the bitter-must be swallowed. along L
- our @wn": who -has - done .yeoman service

Homination -of .Franklin: -D. Roosevelt Jr., .

-ployment status. -
-strike. (2) Submission of all remaining

l.iberal Party and Dbnkey —_—

itely controversial” candidate, maini_uined
that reputation by arousing some coniro-
versy among the delegates. His nomina-

- tion naturally raised the question of the

Liberals’ attitude toward his opponent,
Jacob Javits. Roosevelt himself owes the
Liberal Party his start in political life
since they helped him win the Democratic
primary against the party bosses.

The  Liberal Party has endorsed and
enthusiastically campaigned for both
men as their type of liberal, and helped
elect both to Congress. Republican Jav-
its swung the Washington Heights area
out of the Democratic column and has
maintained it in the Republican column.
Repeatedly, three times, he has been re-
elected with vigorous: Liberal campaigns
and- his voting reecord was proudly point-*
ed to- by the Liberals—just the kind of
man we need in Congress. He wasn’t
really a‘' Republican—just one of those
lal;els you.get stuck with.

Surely, with such ‘a counterposing of
two “favorite sons,” it was incumbent

“upon the leadership to present its posi-

tion diréctly to she convention. Instead,.
the delegates had to content themselves
with a statement by Alex Rose to the
press:. .

“As. a congressman, Jack Javits had -
an opportunity to single himself sut and
vote with his conscience. A man may be
a very-good.liberal as a congressman, but
not. as. part of a reactlonary administra-
tion. Sometlmes it is dangerous to have
a: hberal zunning on, a reactionary slate.”

Thqs rchonale could have opened the
door to an mferesfmg discussion on the
previous polley of supporting Javits had
the convention been orgamud along more
democratic. lines. .

“"ONE OF OUR OWN™ -

Instead one delegate spoke briefly in
support of Javits, but when it looked as
though, .a- free-for-all discussion might
break . out the .leadership was obviously
nettled, and it was with.difficulty that
an .anti-Javits speaker ‘got the floor.
Singce  the latter had been one of Javits’
campaign managers,. perhaps the leader-
ship feared that some dirt might be re-
vealed, but he loudly proclaimed the fact
- that when all was said and done, Javits
was basically a Republican. The vote was.
quickly: taken, and Javits recewed only
2 or 3.votes:

After . swallong the major camil’\
dates, ;the convention voted next on the
nommation for four judgeships. Three:

. Democrats were endorsed, but the leader-

ship and convention drew the line at the
fourth—Judge John Van Voorhis, a Re-
publican . endorsed by the Democrats.
Again, a press statement by Rose had
attacked his record as “consistently anti-
labor,” but no one even discussed the
labor. records .of the.other three judges
or how substantially they differed from
Van ' Voorhis.  Thedelegates took these-
-recommendations on faith.

One delegate challenged this descrip-
tion of Van Voorhis, but even then there
was no discussion but just a quick vote.
Instead ‘the convention nominated a par-
ty stalwart from Queens, George erkm,
a labor, attorney, for the post.

‘His nominator preseyled him ds “one of

for the party. The lalent senfiment within

" the ‘convention for such- candidates burst .

into sustained applause for Rifkin, muck
grecier than: for fhe other candidates. - .

Battle of the Square-D —_—

existing before the

issues to a three-man panel of arbitra-
tors for “final and binding determiiria-
tion.”” (3) A 30-day period in which the
panel would hear both sides and give its
decision. (4) A deniocratic vote to be
conducted by the- panel to detérmine
whether Square-I¥ workers “wish. to con-
tinug€ their presént union as their legal
bargaining agent.”

Latest reports are that both sides are
agreed on all" issues, except that the
company wants to discharge 27 picket-
line  leaders, an obvious trick to break
‘the union at the negotiation table.

What worries the UAW: leaders is the

* possibility that a major battle might de-

velop between mass pickets and the cops,
even with an injunction, if the strike is not
settled.

Then Detroit’s Republican administra-
tion might call on Governon Williams fer
the National Guard (as one congress-
man already suggested) and the whole
Democratic . Party slate backed by the
CIO would be put on the spot. UAW pres-
sure is being used to prevent that un-

.pleasant possibility for itself.

.berg law, New. York's wnich[wnf

- “Communist propaganda’;

Soméhow, the
overlooked a trifle:

practical politicians
in effect, Rifkin will

be pitted against a Democratic-Liberal

candidate, Adrian Burke, because the
other three candidates are sure of victory
on a Democratie- Repubhcan coalition’
basis. .

Just what relatonship these candidates
had to the Liberal Party 1954- campaign
platform, which the convention adopted
before proceeding to the nommatlons,
was never made clear. There is, of course,
no reason why the candidates should
take it any more seriously'than the Lib-
eral leadership, judging from the totally
inadequate discussion of it.

'‘PLATFORM DISCUSSION'

Although they boasted that weeks had
been. spent in its preparation, the dele~
gates were not given copies of this plat
form and were asked fo pass on some 20
pages (and 9000 words!) of flghﬂy wrlf-
ten planks on the national and state scene
Pages were read and then umendmenfs
were in order—provndod the deleguies
were equipped with l(een hearing and &
keen memory. Nor did ‘the chulrmun pos-
sess such keen vision that he eould _see all
hcnds raised for amendments or dm:us;
sion.

For a party whieh boasts . that, unlike
other partles, it is a “party of prmcr:ple
and stresses democracy, the way in which
this platform was presénted and adopted
was shameful. Perhaps Dr. George S.
Counts, who chaired this. committee,
could be persuaded to ayply ‘some ‘of his
democracy in education, or. is it top pres
cious to leaye the classrooms of Columbla
University?

‘Nevertheless, desplte the pressure for
speed (the candidates were waiting. ..y,
some significant amendments were r;_alsed
by delegates concerning the infamous
Humphrey-Dies Act passed by, Congress
and the Fineberg Law in New Yeork
State, as well as the lowermg of the vot-
ing age to 18. )

A Queens delegate pomted “out
while the platform. in its cjvil _1
section referred to “cymcally motivated
legislation” which ¢éan’ threateii civil
rights, it was important to specify just

what such.legislation was by name and

authér. He proposed that the platform
be amended to single out the Humphrey-
Dies Bill and to oppose it:

Thé chairman quickly called for & VOté
pointing out that this amendment dea’lt
with the “Communist Control” Aect; and
it was thereupon defeated by an over-
whelming vote. Only a handful voted for
the amendment with many _abstaining
and not even knowing what the whole
business was about. The Liberal Party is
long on generalities but very reluctant
to tap-the wrist of one of 1ts errmg Ib-

. erals.

ABOUT MATU RITY

Another amendment by q delegma frcm
Queens tried to put some teeth info the
declorations of the platform dealing with
academic freedom and asked that, the
delegates call for the repeul of the Fine-

against teachers.

This time, a member of the’ Platform,
Committee, while not debating t
. of the arguments raised by the delagate,

pleaded that it was impossible to specify

every law that the party was againgt'and

if they did that, the platform would he
twice. as long—as though a Fmeberg

‘Law was an ordinary type of leglslatmn.

The. delegate countered this arguthent by

pointing out that the Condon-Wadlin law -

(prohibiting stiikes agalnst ‘the state)
was specifically mentioned in the’ plat-

form. and that the Finberg Law made. .

second-class citizens of teachers and was
a sérious abridgment of their nghts ‘But.
again, the chairman hurriedly pressed
for.the vote and only a handful suppvrt—
ed the gmendment.

The amendnrent arousing most dIscus-
sion concerned the platform’s plank to:
cut the voting age down to 18. This was:
a “safeir” kind of amendment.tdo debate
and:so the chairman gave- the discussion

more leeway. One delegate: feared that -

youth would be more susceptible ¢to
Berle record-
ed himself against the platform S recom-
mendation; and Ben Davidson, the party
executive secretary, made a strong
speech for youth’s right to vote.

- Revealing was the surprisingly large
vote which the amendment got—over
one-quarter of the delegates opposed the
right of 18-year-olds to vote. No doubt
these delegates agreed with the argument
given that our world today is so infinitely
complex that youth of 18 are simply not
politically mature enough to vote, How-
ever, this convention did not display
much political maturity on the part of

the beeral Party ltself

taerits

The ISL Program
in Brief

The Independent Socialist League sfcndh;:
for socialist democracy and against the
two systems of exploitation which now

divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism,

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,

security or peace. It must be abolished -

and replaced by @ new social system, in

which the people own and conirol the -

basic sectors_of the economy., democrati-

cally -controlling their own economic and’

political destinies.
Stalinism, in Russia and wherever It

_holds power, is a brutal totalifarianism—
a new form of exploitation. Its agenis in

every counfry, the Communist Parties, are
unrolenhng enemies of socialisfi and have
nothing in commort-with socidlism—which

cannot. exist without effective democrnhc -

control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism c»d S'l'cll-
inism are today at each other’s throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi=:
nation. This struggle can only lead to the

: mosl- frlghml war in lnsfory so long as the'

people leave the capitalist and Stalinis#
rulers in power. Independent Socialism

stands for building -and strengthening the

Third Camp of the people cgnmst both war
blocs, .

struggle as the basic progressive force in

society. The ISL is organized to spread the

Ideas, of socialism in the labor movement
cnd among all other sections of the peop!e.

i At the same time, Independent Sociafists

participate actively. in. .every struggle fo -

better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight’ for higher Hving stondards, against

Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of .

civil liberties and the trade-union move~

ment, We seek fo join fogether with alf -

oﬂner milifants in the fabor movement. as
a left force working for the formation of
an mdependenf labor party and oﬂler pro-

© gressive policies.

. The fight for democracy and: the fight
for socialism: are isepardble. There can
be no lasting and genuine deniocracy withs

out soclalisin; and fhere can bé no socials

ism without democracy. To enroll under

this bdaner, [oin the Independent: Socichsl
League!’

.Get Acquainted!
Independent Socialist League .
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y. :
" the ideas of Independent Socxal-
ism and the ISL. :
D I want more information about
.- [3 L'want to join the ISL. :

‘ ::NAME (please print)

| "mREss .

L CITY. ~
| ZONE - STAFE

The ISL, a3 a Morxist moumnf looks -
to the working class end its ever-presenf .

'~'~_Tbe Handy Way to Subscnbe'

LABOR ACTION

~. Independent Socialis'l'/WeeHy
114 West 14 Street
New Yor]( 1T, New York:

Please enter my subscriptions

ZONE

[t year at-$2: [T Netw
[J 6 months at 3$1. O Renewal .
s Payment enclosed. [J Bill me. |-
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I.EAGUE

- CHALLENG

Today democracy is challenged by a world in. turmoﬂ where the
established order is tottering and anti-imperialist movements are every-
where growing in strength and numbers. In-such a world, there is no
“defense’” of democracy if some kind of maintenance of the status quo
is intended by the word. Either democracy will extend itself and take
on new dimensions, -or it will fail, and, more.often. than not, totalitarian
movements. will rise out of the fallure

Yet Am_e_rl_ca.ehas, demonstrated

that it .is not capable of this exten-.

sion of demoeracy—under. its pres-

ent policies and. leadership. In for--
" eign -affairs, the United. Stateg is.

everywhere the supporter of reac-~
tion and .the imposer of military force,
This year even the subtletles which had
marked . American imperialism dlsap-‘.

peared with: the cynical intervention® in’
: :, Without this minifmal awareness, nothing

Guatemala.. )
-:For-the: United States ‘is incapable -of
answering the political appeal of Stalin-

st ‘Tt conld do so only if it would adopt-
a. policy of -consistent democracy, political;
economic -and social. As a result, Stalin-

isny is- able -to-.capture the .anti-imperial-

ist movements and to-insinuate its own:
.totalitarian leadership mto the cause of-

freedom.
_ At home, the corollary of this political
bankruptey of American politics is the
witchhunt, a fierce reaction which:strikes
out at every unorthodox idea, which must-
be. sure that housing and education and
jobs are only for the politically pure. . ' -
For the student, these realities have une
fortunately remained ‘abstractions. The re-
sponse of the American campus to the
growth of these reactionary forces has
been, in recent years, one of apathy and
lack of concern or else of conformity. The
student movements of the thirties, or even
of the immediate post-war years, are no-
where in sight. :

The American student is in grave dan-
ger of giving up his part of the struggle,

and hxs rxghts, by default. Freedom, at

least that part of it which affects the’

student, could be lost with the tacit ap-
proval of American youth.

In'such = situation, a concrete program’

is important, but there is another ele-
ment which must precede: the.struggle
on specific issues. The American- student
must break out of his apathy, must be-
come-aware-of his stake in these events.

will happen ‘and the dire possibility of

racy from the campus will take place.

WHAT YOU FACE.

_ ‘Thérefore, - underlying -the concrefe pro~
gram which the Young Socialist League

puts-forth,~and - pnor to-its specific posi- -

tions on the- various questions which are
roued in this ‘issue of Challenge, is our

-determination to iry to create some kind

of reawakening on ‘the campus: We are,
of course, interested that such a rebirth
of the student movement :will go in the
direction of a consistently democratic pro-
gram, and, ullimafely, toward the -only
consistent. expression- of such a program.
soéidlism. Yet the h-nporfanf need Tright
now dis: that :the awareness come,

In order to aid in-this awareness, we
have tried to state the issues of American
politics today in the terms in which they
become real to the student. We must re-
peat over and over again that—

If you are a student:

—you face ten years of military obll-

T0 TH

gation (under UMT as ‘' now: proposed)
because of the failure of Amer:can for-
eign po]lcy, or, worse, actual partlclpa-
tion in a war agamst popu]ar 1ndepen—
dence movements; o . o

—you face forces of represswn ]f you
speak up against some' of “the ‘turtail-
ments of freedom that have taken place
on the campus;

—but. you .also face a more terrible
consequence if you fall/ﬂ to’ speak’ up, for'
then, it may soon be 1mposs:b1e to speak
at all

These are: the: mrmedifate‘ ‘rea’.ht
the American student mu. : y
them as such, . must“seé- th’sit the )
him and his life, if t‘hel‘e 1s to Be such
an awakening. i :

Yet at the same time that we realize
that it is this minimum aWwarenéss whieh
must be the first step,”the movement of
the students 'into- their ‘own:political -or-
ganizations, it cantict be ‘the only ‘step.’
It is ‘here that the immediate program-6f

" . the Young Socialist League beeomés im-

portant. For we believe “that “the cause
whiclt can unite the American student
body is the defense of 'a: consistent”de-
mocracy, The program-which we-offer-is:

.not directly socialist, nor would: a student’

have to be a socialist:to see that the de--
fense and extension of. democracy is the:
main task -of the- stru‘ggle for freedom-
today.

Still, over and dbove Hns unmedioie

program are our reasons for advancing it. .
For as a socialist orgomzohon. such o
broad and .immediate putting forths of is-

sues cannot-bé our fotal purpose.: Behind:

in socialism—or rather, we camrof con-
ceive the one without Hle ‘oﬂner. i

For us, it is ne- chance, no- mystery, -

that the United States dcts as it does.
As the last great capitalist power in an

anti-capitalist world, America -seeks to._
shore up the interests of its own- political -

’program, we

and economic system. Yet today, this.
does not mean simply pro- capltahsm—xn -
fact, it rarely does. In order to shore up
capitalism in the revolutienary.world. of
1954, it: is necessary to. support:. dlcta,-
tors and oppressors of the people. ; The
colonial bourgeoisie is either.not.reliable,.
or, else incapable of defending ;American.
interests. Thus, the semi-fascist. or.fas-
cist allies like Formosa,.Spain,, ’Iha»iland;,’

DEMOCRACY AND® SOCIAIJSM“

.These.are actions -of the self mteres’s
of.a. capitalist. status qua’ m,a world..in..
turmoil. Yet, paradoxically, they-have not’
maintained .the status que. Far.from. it,:
The real result of American. -policy . has
been to create a situation. in which the

talinists are able to take over the leada
ership of the various popular movements
Because there is no democritic ant )
capitalist leadershlp, totalitarian. antit ."'
capitalism is able to succeed. . .

Is there a way out? ‘We ‘believe- fluo'l"
thére is. On one level, it is consistent de=
mocracy. But then, in the modern world,” if.
democracy is *consistently -and -triily - folv.
lowed ouf, in all areas of life, pollhcdl :
econoniic “afid “social; it is séen"in"a “néw

- and greater dimension—that-of soclolum.A

It is no fonger possible to udvocofe fhé
bourgeois: democracy of 1900 or even of
1932 o1 1936, Thetabor and colohial move- -
ments of the world seek more than -the:
abstract rights of all _ménidand “Hie - vcry
real. rlghl’s of private property.- R
Therefore. -im - odvocoﬂngl -this - progrom..
we Believe that it:con:be mostconsisteitly

" held by a‘socialist. by 'a socialist-who req
our defense of democracy fies our, belief .

fuses support to either of the wor: comps.
Woshmgfon or Moscow.

But at the same time, as zn rmmedlate
believe that: students -of:

varied political beliefs canjoin together-

on the immediate issue, the erucial issue:

of today: the issue of demotracy.
{Continued on page 4-C)

rogram to Defend Deme

Today. we must struggle to defend democracy. : for all, and spec;ﬁcollay,.democrocy for those with whom we dls- O

'Yet the only way that this can be done is. by ﬁghﬁng fo ex'lend'

-agree; like the-Stalinists.

democrocy. by understanding that we are not for this-or-that ver-

sion of democracy, American:or: Russian, but rather: for- a consistent

democracy, for all;-everywhere, without qualification. - -

o Thie - Young -Socialist -League -will ‘work" within :the Amencdn
- student-movement ‘for:such. a: sprogram.-Now, at-the begmmnq of
the school. year, we: present: specific-ideas on -what this must- meén~,-:‘ W
SR ue for discussion, to pubhsll their views, to hold meetings; but ﬂfai

in terms:of- actual-issues..

1. . Against Universal*M ili‘l'ory Training

Universal Military iFraining is the concrete-instance where the

- American student is- made'to pay for the failure of the United States
to hove a democratic foreign policy. :
* Qur. government has built its foreign policy upon supporl' of
political reaction—Chiang;~Bao- Dai, Franco, Syngman Rhee, .the -
cynical-intervention .in Guatemala—and upon military force. Be- -
_cause -it has refused to join with the democratic labor and anti-

colonial- movements of the world, it must rely on foreign dictators
and a conscrlp'l- army. Universal Milifary Training now proposes a
ten-year service obligation for the American youth. It is the logical-
consequence of a militarist and reactionary foreign policy.

We must oppose UMT; but more than this, we must counter to
it a democratic foreign policy as a posnhve answer to the totali-
tarian threat of Stalinism. : '

Il._Against the Witchhunt

“Just as the American: foreign policy supports the anti-demo-
cratic forces of reaction, American domestic policy, under both
Truman and Eisenhower, has been creohng a 'I'remendous reac'hon
within the United States. '

We s'lcmd for consistent-democracy. We are- ogolnsi 'I'he "lib-
eral” attorney general's list under. Truman as well as against Mc-
Corihy We are against the bipartisan undemocracy of the Humph-
ey-Dies bill to onflow ﬂle Commumsi' Pori-y. We are for. democracy

Concretely: -
- (1) ‘We believe that- teachers musf be: Iured on ﬂ»e bo,slf
ihelr ucodcmlc -competence, and .nof on the bosus of their polit cdl

--beliefs; and-we- speclﬁcully mclude both Stalinists and fascists. in

- this statement. " .
(2) We believe: fhotsiudeni‘sr not only- hdve the right foorquh- .

ﬂney must use this right.
-(3) We believe-in democrohc sfudeni' government. -
- (4) We -defend- 'Ille'-nghi- of"S'l'cmnlsf and fasecist- sfuﬂenfs io

, --organize,~and -we' shall-participate in’the striggle’ to convince ﬂle

_student body that Hley must reject the leadership of these, or any
. other -anti-democratic groups, freely, openly and: democratically.

(5) We call ‘upon the student movemeiit to link up with the -
‘progressive forces in-society and to broaden the sfruggle for de--
“mocracy;: porhculorly. we feel that the students must orient ioword
the labor movement in its struggle.

For Jobs for Youth )

The new worker and the young worker- are the hardest hit in

~-the current recession. They are either not hired or else they are laid:

-off first. The student movement has a real stake in the struggle -
against boom or bust which has plagued America for years, as it
has a porf in the fight against a prosperity built upon war. In the
name of consistent democracy. we are for the people conirollmg
their own political, economic and social destiny.

Democracy does not stand still. To "defend" it, it is not enough
to be against reaction. We must be posnhvely for democracy. The
'student today faces UMT, the recession, the curtailment of his
campus’ freedom. Opposition to these reactionary measures means
the affirmation of democracy—for a democratic foreign policy, for =
the democratic conirol of i'lle economy. for democrocy on i'lle 3
compus. Comm et e g §
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"LABOR ACTION

By MAX MARTIN

i As part of their preparations for the third world war, the war
“ camps of Stalinist totalitarianism and American imperialism seek to
... muster support from the peoples of the woérld. Each in its own way
... tries to line up behind itself #he governments and peoples of every re-
.- maining independent or semi-independent, neutral or semi-neutral na-
.= -tion in the world. - : o
' The policies of Washington and
% "Moscow in this period are directed
.. more or less exclusively to this
.. problem. Each endeavors to win
-z support: for ‘its aims where this is
~ " possible; to neutralize or keep neu-
.. tral nations whose direct allegiance can-
" not at this time be gained; and to create
¢ rifts in the alliances of the other camp.
© Wi This' program for the United States
- has meant increasingly reliance upon and
bolstering up of the most reactionary so-
" ¢ial and -political forces in Europe and
-+ Asla, since these are Washington’s most
" reliable -allies. American foreign policy
. tries to achieve greater economic and
- military unification of Western Europe,
a Western Europe led by the most con-
" wigervative and authoritarian political
il groups and regimes, under its hegemony,
i: through such ‘schemes as EDC.
To this basic tendency there arises rea
" sistance from the peoples of the world.
~ Masses of workers, sections of the middle
. class, and even members of the reaction-
_. ary social classes and groups oppose the
- war danger in general, and in particular
the plans of America for EDC, - German re-
armament, etc. The opposition to the war

‘and ‘to the various schemes of American
imperialism today offen takes the form of
"neutralism.”” As a mood, neutralism is ri_fe
among all sections of the population of
Western Europe. :

“‘As a more concretely formulated but
still vague ideology, it can be found in
the ‘Bevanite wing of the British -Labor
" Party, among both right and left wing
socialists of France and Belgium, and in
many political movements of a bourgeois
-character, including ones as reactionary
-4s ‘De -Gaullism in France and some meo-
Nazi circles in- Germany. As a vague
ideology it embraces positions ranging
from the pro-American- to the Stalinoid.

NEUTRALIST CONFUSION
This neutralism has a dual character.
Insofar ‘as it-is a ‘mood among the
masses, -insofar as it is an expression of
. the resistance .of the workers of Europe
to American domination and to the aims
of Stalinism, it is a sound and healthy
reaction. This neuttalism indieates the
aspirations of the masses to indepen-
dénce from both the camp of Stalinism
and the camp ef capitalism, and the de-
sire of the people for democracy and the
right to be their own masfers. It is a step

'NEUTRALISM vs. THIRD-CAMP !

We Are Not Neutral, but Fight Both War B

in the direction of the Third Camp, a
tentative and unclear step to be sure, but
a step nevertheless.

As an ideology, even though a vague
one, however, neutralism is another mat-

. ter. Its policies and proposals are con-

fused, sterile and in some cases down-
right reactionary. Lo

Its ideas are shot through _.vlifll‘ﬂ![fi‘- .

democratic strains and on the part of
some groups are chauvinistic. In other
movements the politics of neutralism is

colored with apologies for our white-

washes of Stalinism. Such movements and
their policies have little -or nothing in
common with the politics and program of
the Third Camp. :

At bottom, the idea bebind such neu- :

tralism consists of the notion of coexist-

- ence of the two reactionary war camps

and of negotiations between them to set-

tle the points of issue which concern’

them and over which they dispute. Such’
an idea is based on an illusion and serves
to spread further illusions ameng the
war-weary of all nations who seek to find
a road out of the impasse confronting
mankind. Thoroughly false and mislead-
ing is the idea that the struggle between
Stalinism and capitalism is a fortuitous
one; or that it results from blunder and
misunderstanding; or that the two social
systems and blocs can permanently exist
harmoniously in the same world. -

More than that, however, it involves

acquiescing to and even actively support--

ing an imperialist division of the world
between the two collossi, a division made
at the expense of the peoples of the world
and “their democratic rights and living

‘.

2

-}; % " The Iradition of the Socialist Youth

T h
» By MAX MARTIN AR
! In a sE;ict sense the Young Socialist League has neither a long nor

; ha clearly defined tradition. The SYL was founded last February, the new .

. organization being based primarily on the merger of the Young Peo-
i ple’s Socialist League and the Socialist Youth League. Thus two streams
of heritage flowed into the YSL, a non-Marxist left-socialism .brpught
“by the left-wing, anti-war youth of the Socialist Party, who included
'many pacifists in their group, and
: the Marxian socialist tradition of
“the SYL. ' _ .
V" These two traditions exist side
by side in the new organization,
.interacting. with each other. More-
.over, by conscious and deliberate decision
~-of the YPSL and SYL, our organization

“was created as a broad one, welcoming - ¢ , ot %
“into its ranks ‘all Third Camp socialist .sections of youth organizations or the en-
: Fouth.. - - e L tire youth groups.:
. But in ‘a broader sense the YSL does” . T I ; -
-have a tradition and past with which ¥o ROOTS GO'BACK
- identify, the tradition of the revolutionary
wing of the infernational socialist youth
‘movement. ) :
: The; youth, organizations of the social-

And: thirdly, there exists a constant
struggle between the youth and. the so-
cial-democratic patries over such ques-
‘tions . as . the aforementioned political
ones, and over the right of the youth to
have its own point of view-and have a
.measure of autonomy: and democratic
.rights. These struggles lead to frequent

France has since the.end of -the war
‘had several splits from the SP by the
youth, and the PSDI (the Saragat par-
ty) of Italy recently expelled the entire
* ist movement have always been to the leadership of its youth organizatior_!. We
© Jeft of the socialist parties with which  have seen the same situation here in the
" they, were - affiliated; it is among the United States also: last year the major-

youth-that left-socialists like Liebknecht ity of the Socialist Party’s youth group,
- during the First World War in Germany, the YPSL, split from the SP and later

.and . Trotsky ip the twenties in Russia, united with the SYL to form the present

" recéived an immediate response. The Young Socialist-League: - - - S
- iore revolutionary character of youth  These.characteristics, however, are not
‘organizations has manifested itself par- new. A'description of the situation in the
* ticularly in regard to the questions of sogialist youth movement would haxe in-
_ war and militarism. cluded thess clemaents ot any tims in ite
T WING. YOUTH- histary. To be sure same of the reasons for
LEFT WING YOUTH | ‘the existence of #his sHuation faday differ
- ...Ff one-were to draw. up a list of the . from $hese of the past. . )
- ‘characteristics of socialist youth groups The. radicalism .to be found in  the
- foday, it would include the following [USY, for example; can be partially ac-

splits and -expulsions of youth leaders, -

dtems. First, the international socialist
youth movement is more radical than
4ts. adult.counterpart.. Concrefely, the In-
ternational . Union of Socialist Youth has

amore léft-wing tone on such questions
ds the -war, colonialism and imperialism,:

and the class struggle; than the Socialist
International, ‘which. was” more or less
reconstituted at the Frankfort Confer-
énce- of European gocial-democracy, de-
‘spite the fact that most of ‘the organiza-
tions of the IUSY are the youth affiliates

~ of 'those social-democratic parties. This

situation, of course, reflects the fact that
youth groups of most European socialist
‘parties are to the left of those parties.

counted  for by the fact that it includes
among; its members groups from the co-
lonial and former colonial nations of
Asia..and Africa. -These are the youth
affiliates of socialist parties, more radical
thanithe "SPs’ of Europe, which have
arisen since the Secorid ‘World War and

" which :do_hot ‘belong to. the Socialist. In-

ternational. (The:-Asian socialist. parties
held -a conference .of their own at Ran-

goon, and ekxpréssed their. independence -

from European social-democracy.)

“+' At-the same time, however, the current
situation among socialist youth does rep-
resent a continuation of the tradition of
the past and a confrontation of and grap-

. Secondly, within the youth organizations — pling with the same kind of problems as

$here exist currents- which are still more
radical: within some European youth

oups, revolutionary and Third Camp ten-
dencies are stronger and more pronounced

than in the “adult” parties—in France, for

those existing in earlier periods. Indeed,
the creation and development of socialist
youth organizations at the end of the
nineteenth century took place in many
countries in relation or response to, these
very:issues.: (s e

" be learned for “use ‘today 'andin

A number of early. yqﬁth groups were
given an impetus for existence by the
program of anti-militarist struggle. The

Jeunes Gardes (Young Guards):of Bel- ;

gium were organized in 1886 during a
severe industrial erisis in which a strike
wave among the miners was met by the
intervention of the army and the shogt-

ing down of strikers. Froni the outset the

Jeune Gardes was anti-militarist and
published two newspapers directed fo-
ward anti-militarist work, Le Conscript
‘(The Recruit) and Le Casserne (The
Barracks) in the French and Flemish
languages. The example of the Belgian
youth had a strong influence in other
countries, particalarly in Holland and in
Italy. - L
When the threat of a war between
Sweden and Norway arose in 1903, the

. Swedish young socialists also adopted .an.

anti-war line and began anti-war .activ-
ity. R

The main resolution of the" Stuttgart
Conference. of socialist: youth in-.1907,

whiech: founded - the “first socialist youth: :
international; the International tnion. of :

Seeialist Youth - Organizations.- (later

shortened to Socialist Youth . Interna-

tional}, was on"the question of war. Karl
Liebknecht, leading -the -anti-war fight
at.the conference, gave the major report.
on “The Struggle Against Militarism.”
This report later becamé the basis for his

‘fameus work, Militarism and Anti-Mili-

prison for one and a half years. .
OUR HERITAGE

That the youth have been more radical
than theic adult parties can be-easily ex-
plaingd. The.reasans Tn the main. lie in the

tarism, for which he was séntenced to

objective conditions which young peaple -

face. . L ]
Young workers, for example, are ‘the

first to bear the brunt of the iniquities «
of capitalism. During periods of. erisis :

they are the first to be fired ‘or laid off.
and even in normal times. there is job
diserimination against youth. 7 .
" Young people are the first'to be affe
ed by -war or the threat of ‘war, be
forced to.give up careers-and.part.wi
family and friends for a stint in_the

armed forces, and later ‘give up theéir .
‘lives-on the battlefield. In addition, young.

people are more rebellious and: turbalent;
they are less hardened in their ideas and
ways and more open to change of view-
point.. o o i

It is highly desirable for young social- .

ists of today to learn about and.be con-
scious of the heritage of socialist youth,
of the past. From . their struggles. and
ideas there are many valuable lessons to

~assume full national
vsovereignty and all of the rights flowing: -
“from them, including the right to decide

- all .socialist polic

7. -against Stalinism and ultimately m

e

CIALIS

ocs—Capitalist and Stalinist Imperialism

standards. These neutralist views mean
giving up the struggle against Stalinist
and capitalist reaction and becoming in-
different to the fate of millions. of people
enslaved by Stalinist barbarism. Such
ideas posit the program of neutrality to-
ward the two reactions which seek to
dominate the werld and advise appease-
ment of Stalinism. as a means of averting
the war.

THE ALTERNATIVE

Third Camp socialists reject these
ideas.
~ Third Camp socialism is not newtral in
the present global struggle. It opposes ir-
reconcilably both capitalism and Stalinism,
as well as the conflict between them.

In opposition to the idea of neutrality
’goward capitalism and Stalinism, social-
ists pose the need for unrelenting strug-

. gle against them. :

Socialists believe that the fight for
Peace can be conducted only by means of
the class struggle of the workers, by the
independence of the working' class from

subordination to all of its oppressors and -

would-be oppressors. The road to peace
is the road of struggle against both Stal-
inism and capitalism and for a socialist
world of freedom and plenty. '
Neutralism has manifested itself most

recently in the left wing of the British

" Labor Party and among Frenchmen of

all classes in regard to the question ' of
EDC and German rearmanient, The op-
position of European workers to the
schemes for a European army and for
German rearmament, which the United
States has tried to shove down the throat
of an unwilling Europe, is progressive
and democratic, for
amount to the military unification of
Europe under the aegis of bourgeois re-
action, which will subordinate Europe
to the needs of America’s war prepara-

~ tions.

But this opposition is shot through
with the most bitter and poisonous anti-
German chauvinism and with the attempt
to continue to deprive.the German. peo-

"ple of its elementary right to national

indep_endence and sovereignty, including
the right to a national military establish-
‘ment of its own. '

SOCIALIST ROAD

Against the chauvinistic oppesition to
EDC which the neutralists and meany so-
-cialists proffer, the workers of Western
Ewrope and their political parties must

.counterpose .a.genuine democraﬁc and; so~

clalist opposition fo American imperialism,

.Such a socialist program would insist up-

on the right of the German people to’
independence - and

its own milita

ry policy. A meaningful so-

.~ cialist opposition to EDC requires-an over-

socialis y for Western Europe, o
.policy ‘designed to unify Western Europe:

'po,liﬁc‘clly-rand economically on a consist- -
- ently democratic -and progressive basis. | -
-Such an: Independent ‘Western ¥nion. -

~c°!11¢?begi,n,b0,.t?ke'-steps.ﬁto.;sol‘v'e the po-

-litiéal problems :created By -the present.

artificial division of Europe into-different:
"nations .as. well ‘as provide for-the ‘politi-:
«al and- military defense of 'Europe
against Stalinism. A -deméeratic Tnde-
Pendent -Western Union : requires “that
the’ workers take command of their B

 sbective -nations. in opposition to - their
- bourgeoisie and, to-the Stalinists, = -

A dilemma. faces all-who do mot base

their programs upon the perspective of o'
- Fhird Camp struggle of the workets apd

- colonial peoples-against all- exploitation,’

oppression..and-imperialism. Either: they:
must become supporters of American im-
perialism or else they have to reconmcile
. t_;}_)g:fnselwes. to the perspective ‘of an. im-
‘perialist- deal-betweén -Washington and.

- Moscow-and: the continuatidn of oppres-

~sion and Jimperialism, including Stalinist -
slavery. ‘To:make the-latter: choice results -

of necessity. in. abandoning the, strugglé < -
Lt:h“g : -’

one’s criticisia of it.as welt. .. < :
. Phis is the-road ‘which ‘many neutral-
ists have taken. But in.a larger. senss;-

and in_other forms, it is a ‘problem. for -

many others too——for American liberals,
for example.. B i oo

’ i - : - - B B

- YOU'RE INVITED
to gpeak your mind in the letter ;
of - Laber Action. Our pbligy- is to m

letters of: general -political “interest; ve- .

gardless - of views. Keep- thém -to
words, oo p vt

these schemes *

. U

B




‘achieved
“(and not only the most backward, ones)

‘ist. Eve
‘the -word. socxahst into the name of his
‘fascist party, and dozens of similar cases
‘dan’ be cited. .

‘and distribution,
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IDENTS and POLITICS

Common Interests with Labor Point to Political Action

By CHARLES MARSHALL

During the last five years American students have been increas-
ingly separated from the struggles going on about them. _
Although American college and university students have never par-
ticipated as fully and vociferously in political and economic activity as
-their counterparts in Europe, the Middle East and many other countries,

there have been periods—notably during the depression of the ’30s and-

with the post World War II-anti-

~war movements—when American
students fought militantly as part -
- of the struggles on the American’

gcene. During these periods of ac-

" tivity the students provided a left

force in their -arenas of action.

: With the Rressures’ of the cold war
- - toward conformity and the growth of the

garrison state, we find that in the main
'students have succumbed and have be-
‘eome “the silent generation.”

It is as though the student feels that
he has no role to play in real life, and

: t-het the events. of the t:vorld around him

-wilk-not- matter, and- therefore he has
given up the struggle and become apa-

- thetic and conformist.

Such feelings, however, are unsound.
More than ever the students of America
are affected by evenfs going on around
them, ond by united action they couid play
a vital and progressive role in the battle
against the McCarthyite and anti-labor
forces moving to the fore.

" Students in America must come to
realize—as many -of their fellow-students
abroad have long known—that their in-

What Is Socialism?

By AARON ROTH

Most Challenge readers know that the Young Soc1ahst League de-

fines itself as a Third Camp soc1a11st orgamzatlon—opposed to both
-capitalism and Stalinism.

Our criticisms of these two reactionary exploitive social systems,

What may not be so clear is ihe
nature of the positive alternative
we pose. That is, what is socialism?

o lemg as we are in the shadow
of the Big Lie—an era in which
“falsification and distortion have-

been elevated to the status of fine arts
and everything must be taken with .at
Jeast two grains of salt—it is little won-
der that the word socialism has- been

"kicked about so badly that we must again
“\ ‘and again define what we socialists mean
'by socialism.

The Stahmsts clalm that Russxa has
“socialism.” The Republicans

inform us that the Democrats are social-
Hitler found- it useful- to. toss

3 Leavmg aside the element of emotlonal
appeal mvolved in these cases (i.e., using

“the word in some cases as a scare devwe,
in other cases. to attraet support) . they -

all kave one feature-in cemmeon; dxﬁerent
as they are.. .

‘This one feature—whick for. purposes. of
‘definition is the one that concerns ws—is

‘the . false .implications that .sacialism. can

be equated fo simple nmationalization - of
mdusfry or the extension of the state in
ille direction of control of industry, "

To the socialist, nationalization of in-

:dustry is enly one criterion, not alone de-

cisive, and the extension of the powers
of the stdte (or state control over indus-
try) can be either progressive or reac-
tignary, depending upon the rature of
the state,
That is, soeialism is a form of societal

- organization- based on collective owmer-

ship of the essential means of preduetion
democrm&wally con-
trolled and managed.

'A_I_M:_'A_ NEW_'WQRI.D

.. This " distinction must be underlined

_ * time and time- again. It is not a catch-
- word-or- slogan—rather, it"is the essence

of meodern. socialist . thought..
The socialist, unlike- the anarchist- who
re}ects the state out of hand and blames

- all social evil on its continued existence,
recognizes the need for a transition pe- -

riod between. society as it now exists and
society as.we would like it to. be. ‘

.. It would be a fine noble thing if the
day after tomorrow, socialism having
come to power, all secial, political and
economic conflicts: were to dlsappear and
all ignorance and prejudice sweep away:
into hlstory s wastebasket. Unfortunate-

- Iy, such'is not hkely to be the case.
- socialist :

“and the methods we propose to combat them, are fairly well known to
‘our readers.

to take over the existing state apparatus
(whatsover ‘its" nature) and fill |fs top
pos}s with “socialists?

No, this-is not the socialist’ aim. We-

believe the existing state apparatus must

“jtself be transformed, not merely “social-

istically” admlmstered—m that sense,
replaced In our opinion it must be found-
d on a socialist basis, created and con-
trolled from the beginning by the class
forces that represent a majority in mod-
ern society, so that it can democratically

lead mankind from class society with its.
contradictions based on human exploita- -
‘tion to a classless society, in which man-

kind will be free to achieve its ultimate

_expression.

Precisely because socialists and inter-

_nationalists, socialism by its very nature

being an mterhatlonal social system, and

"because we are realists, we have-no
““blueprint” of what. the world will look

like the day after capxtahsm and Stalin-

Jism lose power,

_cohcmers APPROACH'

. Conditlons will no doubt vary from
country. to country depending,. not. only
on how “advanced”. each. individual coun-

'try may be, but -also:in terms of each -
'countxys hlstory, traditions, resources,

ete.

. That xocwlufs do not eonsu!ef their
major cchvify to be that of drawing up
¢ precise blueprlnf of the future society

‘for each country does ‘not mean that we

ignore. the very Iegmmcie queshons in-
volved.
For example, the extensive nationali-

. zatien in England under the Lahor gov-

ermnent provided a . context in which
British socialist thinkers could realistic-

slly apply themselves to such concrete
problems as that of werkers’ control in -

industry—hew it could be implemented,
how it would werk, etc. They could do
this' because the question involved. was
one which faces them in a real way and
whlch they must work out.

Obvmusly the . problems facmg the -
"British . working-class movement are dif-
ferent from those of socialists in Amer- .-
"ica-—not to mention Asia or Afriea—and

therefore _socialists ‘everywhere; as resl

people exnstmg in ‘a real world,  apply .
their main enérgies to the immediate and

real questiens confronting them.
" Our whole approach to these questiens,

however, is founded on a broad theoreti--
-cal basis, which, unfortunately, cannet -
" be-more“than briefly touched: upon or im-

phed in an article of this length.
Articles on specifie aspects of soe]ahst

theory will appear. in Challenge from

time to time and ‘the YSL National Office

. is. not wholly successful,

can supply any u}te ested 1nd1v1dual w1th )
; ¥ h v

terests and the interests of the working

class are in reality one and the same..

There is, as we shall show, a vital inter-
connection between adverse forces affect-

ing the workers and those affecting the

students, and the two sets of events must
be fought against together by progres-
sive forces fighting on the same side, each.
in its own arena but aware of the con-
tribution made by ‘the other.

. For the student the drive toward re-
action manifests itself in .the suppres-
sion of civil ilberties and the abridgment
of dcademic freedom. For the worker it
manifests itself as economic difficulty and
the attempt to take from wogrkers the
gams they have made in wages and
union rights.

These manifestations are two sides of
the same coin. They result from the fail-

‘ures of American policy in the cold war
_and from the disappearance of the possi-

bility of imperialist expansion through the

‘struggles for independence of the colonial

‘peoples. They represént the oHémpts of

a decaying ccpi‘_l’alism to maintain itself.

FACING UNCERTAINTY .
The economy in the United States is

kept alive largely through the measures

of the Permanent War Economy—that
is, through the maintenance of high mi}i-
tary expenditures which give the econ-
omy a falsely based boost and keep it
from complete collapse. Even this policy
as note the
present decline in the state of the econ-
omy. All of the attempts of the Eisen-
hower administration to talk the decline
out of existence are unsuccessful.

Even at the moment, after all the fa-
vorable predictions. of the past months,

we are faced with what is pleasantly-

called a “stabilized” economy—that is,
unemployment will continue at least at
the present 5,000,000 level, and produc-
tion, so well characterized by the fact of
steel production at 66 per cent of capa-
city, will continue at redueed levels. -This

presages the continuance of layoffs and’
economic pressure  upen.the worker. It
makes difficult. the. eontinuanee - of  his.
battle for improved working conditions’

and allows employers to press him to the
wall, putting pressure on for wage re-
ductlons and lessemng the strength of
unions,

For the young worl(er in pcrhcular, this
is-a difficult period. With less seniority
and fewer earning years behind him, he
is in a far mere precarious position eco-
nomneclly than even the average worker

-and is subject to all kinds of anti-union

pressures.: Only the ‘sirictest union  mili-
tancy can offer hope in this period and
union militants must fight agains} the fen-
dency toward retreat- which is. creeping in
around the edges.

-While it is -difficult for thé student to

participate directly ‘in this aspeet of the - .-

struggle' he certainly-feels-its ‘effects. If
he iz -dependent - for - suppert upon--a
working: fathes; there: a}ways hangs over
his head-the threat that'his father. may
lese his ;job or be laid off and that he ] Tiay
therefore have to-leave schéol.” If he as-
sists in his owmr support or makes his own
way via part-timte. ‘work; ‘the" slowdown
in the economy makes difficult the finding
and keeping of such work; also- constant-

ly threatening to force ‘him-te withdraw

frem school. Therefore, for:the student
to feel that he has no stake in what is
going on is ridiculous.

" Forthe student-the struggle is more

'dlrectly centered around the  fight to

maintain civil liberties and defend aca-
demic freedom. In this fight the students
can play a leading role and eall for the
rights of even those with whom:we vio-

| The YSL’s Aim
't'he Young Socialist Leagve is a dem
cratic socialist organization striving to

aid in the basic transformation of this so-
ciety into one where the means of produc-

tion and distribution shall be collectively
owned and democratically managed. The .
YSL attempts to make the young workers
“and students, who form its arena of active .
ity, conscious of the need for organization

directed against capitalism and Stalinism..
The YSL rejects the concept that ‘state

ownership without democratic controls -

represents socialism; or that socialism can
be achieved without political democracy,
or ﬂnrough undemocratic means, or in
short in any way other than the conscious:
active participation of the people #Hiem-
selves in the building of the new secial
order. The YSL orients toward the weork-

ing class, as the class which is capable of '
leading society to the esicbluhmenf of

socialism.

—~From the Cmtztut/wn ofu- the YSB‘ :

_lently dlsavree namely, Stahmsts and

fascists. In order for.-this fight to. bé
meaningful and effective it must recog-

nize that the attack upon:eivil liberties:

stems from the present attempt of the.
reactionary forces fo turn the  United
~ States into a Garrison State and must be:

fought on a broad base and by large

numbers of aroused students. We support-

any steps in this direction and call upon

students to begin moving along these_

lines and to realize that it’s to thelr in-
terest to do so.

TOWARD A WORKERS PARTY
It is on the level of political activity

that the connection between the interests
of the students and workers becomes

" clearest, and it is here that they have
_ made their most serious error by tying

themselves fo the Democratic Party. Both
Yo student liberals and militant workers

_very often the ideal is the Roosevelt era

~and the period of the New and Fair Deals,
However, as we have pointed out before,’
the Keynsncn manipulation$ .of this. -period
in economic life were largely unsuccessful
in mitigating the depression of the ‘30s

v -and the witchhunt, whoié most seriou

consequences are only ‘iow becommg
clear, was initiated. undexi Roosevelt and
Truman.

As socialists we understand that to .

break from the failures of* the past, to
move progressively forward in-the pres~
:ent, the workers must form aparty of
their own supported by the farmers and
students, which will battle consistently
for their rights. However, we feel fur-

ther that any militant efforts ‘on the

part of the workers and -thé students

-will lead to their alienation from the -

-Democratic Party in the not too distant
future as they come into conflict with.
-the reactionary forces in centrol of -that -
party. And therefore we support! such

.militant activity with the-perspective of

“its leading to a break and the. emergenee :

of a workers’ party. - w01
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- @y BILL HOWARD and ARLON TUSSING

Los ANGELES, Sept. 23—A little pub- -

Yicized rider to the Department of De-
fense ‘appropriations bill has made sign--
ing a- loyalty oath a requirement for.
‘thousands of college students. The last,
Cmrgmssr in-its flurry of -legislation
5, agamst pohtlcal hberty voted. a. provision
. which 'makes 411 ROTC students sign the
nevr army -“loyalty certificate.” -

Thls partlcular oath requires testi-
mony on “standards of conduet” which
mclude far more than membership in
orgamzatxons on the attorney-general’s
list. Besidés, those. groups now on the,
, subverswe list, the certificate. proscribes.
oiganizations whlch may, Tor instance,
- {we are paraphrasing here because the’
oath is not before us), teach, advocate
avor. alteratlon of the, economic po-
litiéal or. social ‘order of the United
~ States by or with the aid, of intimidation, .
f%}%,, v1olence or revolutlon, or, whlch(
hes or adyocates the. des1rab111ty of
‘rxvmg ‘anyone of hlS nghts under"‘

‘Tlle,_ ﬂcndqrds of conduci'" wlncll musi-
. .of agtivifies, which, range, fram membership
- ulating publlcchdns -or attending .
ggmcl achymes of-such erganizations. The
) of .people. who would.be compelied.
' criminate” themselves, if. the. gov-
: ,_<grnmenf jnterprets. the oath in. a sweeping.
shgon. is. large, The person Who unwite-
ingly attended.one party of a Stalinist-
front_group. years ago,
gampaigned. for Genecal MacArthur .in.
1952 (when: he: was. the. Christian. National-
Isf candidate for. president). or anyone
who has given away a.copy of State and
evpluﬂop or of a radical newspaper is
'!aged ~with the. clfernqhves of a_ possible

: ntmq,C c);_d discrimination. for. years to
come on_the oﬂler.

. TWO ATTACI(S

. At many. State universities and land-
grant colleges, ROTEC is_compulsory .for
21l male, students in their: freshman and
sophomore years. At these. schools - the

" ‘be either listed. or denied include a.list

someone: who. RO

osecution ‘on_charges. of.perjury-on the .. Umyers
and; or: -possible. harassment; black-.‘

new oath has become a political test for
‘all such students; hence a condition of
attendmg As such it is both the most
extensive attack yet ‘on civil liberties on
American campuses, and the greatest po-
téntial impetus to the development of a
student civil hbertxes movement,

A} the’ UCLA campus two student or-
ganizgtions . dcs'l'rlbufed Ieaﬂeis on the
oath by .the second day of classes. One.
Fhe qum Hood Club, an outgrowth of last
year's "green feather” movement agclnsf
McCarﬂnylsm. simply urged siudenfs not 'lo
sign the oath.

The sécond group, the Student Com-
mittee for Action, was formed as soon

-as the .imposition of the oa._thv was m,ade,

known. Its leafiet asked students to de-
Iay. signing the oath until thedegal issues
had been -clarified, and. gave a number
where. affected students could obtain in-
formatlon and - legal advice. The . leaflet
sa:.d to watch for. an announcement Wed-
nesday of the time -and place of a publle
‘neeting, to discuss.the students’ rights
and-to. prepare:a fight against the oath.

- Simultaneously, Colonel Moore of the
. Air ~ROTC - stated: through the Daily

: Bnun that the .certificate would not be a
requlrement for admxsswn to the univer-.

sity, because non-signers might enroll
for. university. credit .“informally,”. but
that under the. law ne uniforms or-equip-
ment could, be. issued_ them. This, how-

ever, left unclear. the status of students '

who mlght refuse. to sign the oath

ACLY. ADVISES

. The, Student Commitiee for Action was
) 'I'o meet_on campus because
y _s,__notorious Rule 17 whicll
forbnds | den} religious or poll'hcal act-
mfy The Bruin. refysed. to print an an-
nouncemenf of flle Committee's Wednel-
day .night meeting, and, leaflets could. be
distributed on campus oply in violation.of
{,.ruws. The . publu: meeting. Wed-
nesdcy vening was Ileld in. a: fraternity
house, off.campus.. Its ob[echve was to set
up; an. organization, which:could wage a
eampmgn . the, loyalty oath and
also, give sind, ni's legal aid and advice.
. Eason. Monroe, executive director of
the.local - ACLU spoke. on the. legal im-
plications of the oath and related it to
the state of civil liberties in the United

"‘Max Martin, natlonal chairman. of the
Young Socialist League, has recently re-:
. turnéd from a nationwide:- tour of YSL

b, umts, and college and- university cam«
puses, where he spoke at unit meetings,
. publi¢. forums and street corner rallies..
This tour succeeded i its purpose, which
was to0 bring the ‘members of ‘the YSL
. - intd closer contact- wgth .one :another, to

" help bu the. umts of the. League and
-organize new: ones, and to bring the ideas-
-+."of Third Camp: socialism, te.;the student
commumty
< Following . are some of the highlights
of the  tour: After meeting Wwith com-
rades and friends in Pittsburgh, Com-
rade Martm went to. .Chicaga where-he-
spoke . to a meeting - of - members -and .
;- . friends of.the unit there on the then live-

.Yy issue of “Guatemala.” As was report-
ed .in ‘the August 16 issue of .Challenge,
e gave an informative talk in which:he
sl{etched in:the -background of the pOlltl-
&al, ~economic and . social - conditions in
‘that-country, tracing the role of Ameri-
ean capital..and .imperialism throughout
" the past 30 years, which culminated in
the Overthrow of the democratically-
s¢lected gdvernment by force and.violenee..
“Several new members were’ recrulted af-
ter the meéting.

“In Los Angeles Comrade Martin-spoke
. ‘at a public forum on the topic of "Co-
existence vs. the Third Camp.” He pointed
-out the reactionary role of the two war
;amps and the regactionary nature of any.
deal which they might ‘make.. He concluded
by saying, "The idea of coexistence offers’
. mo progressive solution to the colonidl
- peoples and -international working class.
. 1+ can mean only an imperialist division

Af the. .world.. Only when the oppressed of
cll countries take their destinies into their
cgygn hands and struggle for. a demoqryhc
cialist Rﬂorld can a -progressive and:

-inter-.

l Martin Tour a Success for YSL -

Sather Gate at the. University of Cali-
fornia in. Berkeley, Comrade Martin
spoke to several hundred - students on
“Why the CP--Should Not Be Outlawed.”
Attacking .the then-pending anti-CP leg-
islation as anti-democratic witchhunt-
ing, Martin discussed - the. theory that
Stalinism . is - merely a_ conspiracy. ‘and
pointed: out, that this is the government’s
method of explalmng away its ‘interna-

. tional- ‘defeats, since.the bourgeoisie can-

not.permit-itself: to recognize that Stalin-
ism’s successes flow. from the revolution-
ary. appeal it can make because. of its

_anti~capitalist program. A lively discus-

sion - period -followed .the.talk, in which
it was. noticed that althaugh. the anti-
democratlc moods ‘of the: witchhunt. have
been aceepted by many students, they
were interested .in llstenmg to a pro-
civil liberties point of view.

.. Speclu_ng at the Church of the Pcople in
Seattle,. Comrade. Martin discussed "The
Third ‘Camp—The Hope of Humanity.”

Dunng the course of his talk he spoke.

about the aims of the YSL. A new unit of
thé YSL was organized in Seatile, which
has .excellent .possibilities for growth and
for, influence both on and off the campus

of the University of Washington, This s

the second new unit to be orgcnhed since
the founding of the YSL in Fébruary.

. In addition to. speaking at public for-
ums, Comrade Martin met with Jleading
comrades of the YSL, both formally and
mfo1mally, i each city, discussing with
them local and national problems of the

YSL. The tour therefore had the effect .

of: strengthening - the character of the
YSL as a national organization and en-
abled the national office to obtain a better
picture of -the various YSL units; as well
as. giving. the comrades. across. the coun-
try an'idea of the activities and problems

.of the. _YSLym other__ locahties. In~tlu,s Te-

States. .
three different students when confronted

with the loyalty certificate. Student A

who has had” past association with a
listed - organization through conviction,

may or may not have continued: his con--

nection with it. He must so state ‘on. the

certificate. He then may be subject .to .

He presented the situation “of

cross-examination by the ROTC depart-

ment, the FBI, investigating committees
and p0551b1y the university administra-
tion concerning his loyalties, hls frlends,
and his activities. He then can.be Jplaced

in a position where he has_the_choice of .

becoming an informer or bemg, black-,
listed in future employment or even An-

dicted for contempt

Student B has had only the remotest)_-

contact with .a proscribed organization..

He may. have a friend who. might be a.

member of something, or.he mgy have at-
tended a.meeting once, or had some lite-

rature. Even though he himself-had never~

beeni interested in polities, a state sub-

versive activities committee seldom ma_kes-'

such nice. distinctions,. and Student: B.is

faced with the same. alternatwes as,

Student A..

Student € has neverrhad any contaet.:
with radieal politics. He/ s simply-eon-:
cerned about protecting: Ameriean;tradis.
tions ¢f freedom. He feels that-the:oath:
is a violation of his rights under the First.
Amendment to the Constltutlon, and re-:

fuses to sign it.

. Monroe-addressed: Mmself 'l'o 'Hle po‘en--"-.

‘tial Vstudent C's,""" W{\ule ‘he -did riof wish..

¥o advisé any particular stadent eitér fo-

sign or not to sign, he pomied out that
it was in the interest of anyone who .de-
cided not to sign the outh te get -as farge
a group of non-signers as he could: He
suggested that those studerts who had to

drill without uniforms  adopt  their own -

uniform of lincoln gréen and a crossbow.

HOOLIGANISM

At the time Monroe finished hrs speecli

there were about 45 students in the
room. As the discussion period began, a
crowd - of about 20 people, most]y ad:
vanced ROTC students, éame in. smgmg
America the Beautiful and noisily seated
themselves around the room, breakmg
some furniture in the process, They in-
terrupted the speaker and the chairman,
-and shouted belligerently at the students
who were given the ffoor, and clearly in-
dicated they had come to break up the
meeting. -

" They tvere treated as if they were leg-
itimately interested in the loyalty oath
and its implicationis for civil Iiberties.
The chairman, Mark Golden, maintained

_an orderly question period, and gave each

student, including the hecklers, the floor
in turn. A debate developed over whether
the best way to: defend democracy was to
support the oath or to oppose it. Thls
discussion focussed on two main ques-

tions: whether one can defend democracy:
by restrlctmg it, and’ why anyone who is

not a subversive should -oppose the oath:

Supporters -of the committee raised the

guestion which was really “subversive”
of American democracy, the oath or these
who oppesed it; who were really the ad-
voeates of force, violence, and intimida-
tlon, the sponsors. of the meeting, or
those who came to make nOISe at 1t and
break it up"

A number of students. whe licd ceme io .

the meetlng beequ;e of curlo:lfy or a gen- " |

eral concern with civil liberties told Com-
mittee, spokesmen -that the. conducf of the
advcnced ROTC students at ihe ‘meefing
had convmced them that fhere was on ef.
fort to intimidate them: into sigming . the
oath, and that they wanted to work wuﬂl
ihe Committee.

ASK REPEAL

. Thursday morning the Student Com-
mittee for Action set 'up an official center

on campus where non-signers could come’

with their immediate problems, and where
at Teast a part of the Committee could
sit in continuous session to coordinate

activities againgt the oath. Students were-

under pressure from their ROTC in-
structors to return the completed cer-
tificates at once. The center counseled
about twenty freshmen and sophomores

the first day, and a Committee delegation

got the ROTC officials to delay the dead-

line for turning in the certificates.

The Committee sent-a letter to Pres-:

“ident Elsenhower, who 1s v151tmg LOS'
; . and

| YSL Class in-N. Y

- 1. To issue a pubhc statement oppes-«
ing the certificate.
2. To ask the next session of Con-
giess to repeal the ROTC loyalty oath.”
"3. Imstruct the Department of De<

‘fense to establish a consistent natlonal
policy including

(a) Informal enrollment in ROTC of

‘non-signers.

(b) Non-discrimination -against non«
signers.

(¢) Provision for legal counsel for all
students desiring it.

A‘letter to the Board of Regenfs of m i

University urged that they could: -eliminafe-:

the: worst. effects of the law by dropping:
ROTC -as - a requirement for gradiuation-
attd ‘making it an -elective course. (Texas:'
A.and M has done so this year). At the"
time of this writing (Thursddy. night) the"
Commitfee is. starting an infensive cam-*
paign to get press coverage for |fs ccf-"
ivities ugcmsf the onal'l'y cath.

3 -

OPPORTUNITY -

' The.student. response to the ROTC lo-r
yalty certificate is a heartening contrast-
to the response to dozens. of edrlier re«

“actionary attacks on the UCLA:. student:

b_il'dy: and. faculty. For the first time the:
issue has been big . enough to arouse more’
than a handful of students, -and. an ex-:
cellent campaign was Jmtlated before ine:
terest had a chance to die down. ‘Whether -
or not the oath is defeated, however, this:

campajgn by itself cannot maintain either:

student militancy or a functxomng organ~.

‘ization. for many weeks. What has been':

needed at UCLA for several years'is 2
continuing orgamzatlon which could deal:
with civil liberties issues.as they come:
up, could provide legal aid to-students:
and faculty .members who need. it and
perhaps start an offerisive.for civil liber- "
ties, challenging Rule 17, for instance.
Since the American Civil Libertieg
Union is building neighborhood branches
in-the Los Angeles area, thére is an ex-
cellent, opportunity for the students
working with the. Student Committee. for .
Action and with the Robin Hood club to
cooperate with the' ACLU in establishing.
a branch in the University area to funec-
tion much like the very successful Student

Civil . Liberties Union . at the Berkeley -

campus.

Challenge--
" (Continued from page 1-C) -~ .
Above all, we believe that there must.

be a reawakening on the campus. We be- -
Jieve that the. American student must re-

gain_his concern for those things which - -

not only effect him .but the entire world-
as well. -

This is our challenge to the campus: .
for 1954. This is the program; the moti~. ..
vation, which will guide our actw1ty~ in

the commg year.

WEDNESDAYS -
at-7:30 p.m. .
Oct. 6—American .Capitalism.- - -
. Oct. 13—Stalinism. - '
.Oct.. ZO—Soe—iqlism!-
Oct. 27—The Third Camp,
3—Labor Party.
Nov. 10—Socialist. Perspectives.:

Nov.

All sessions at Labor Action Hall,
114 West -14 Street, N. Y. C.

SUBSCRIBERS — ATTENTION! |

Check your NAME—ADDRESS ~
—CITY—ZONE—STATE appear- °
ing on the wrapper.

If there are any mistakes or if -
anything is left out, especially the .
ZONE NUMBER,; cut out your |
name and address and mail it tous’ .
with the corrections clearly printed.-

18-40

If the above number appears at.the:
bottorm, of your, address, %:rur sub- .
cpires: with.:this

o |
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