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Resistance Grows
In West Germany

Against War Role

g (ICFTU Information Bull'n)
DUSSELDORF—Opposition to the re-
armament either of West or East Ger-
many and to the introduction of labor
service was voiced by the DGB trade
union youth conference which met in
Dusseldorf from 24 to 26 September. The
300 delegates representing 670,000 young
trade-unionists #lso went on record for
the reunification of Germany.-

. The conference refused to receive rep-
resentatives from the Communist-con-
trolled trade unions of the Soviet Zone.

: ®

. (Peace News)

By HENRY HOLM

BERLIN— . . . It is thoroughly under-
stood in Germany that in a new war the
German people will suffer a deplorable
fate.

-On one occasion, General Gruenther,
chief of NATO forces, said that the Ger-
man divisions would be used only to cover
the retreat of the European army behind
the Rhine;, where the real resistance
would be set up.

‘What does that mean for the territory

east of the Rhine?

As the Germans see it, it almoat cer-
tainly means “scorchéd earth.” There are
too many  Germans -who have seen the
policy of scorched earth work out in Nor-
way, Poland, and Russia.

-Everywhere between the Elbe and the
Rhine, right now, 3all bridges are being
mined, in order to be blown up in case of
such a retreat. .

The people see this, and sometimes they
have been resisted. In several places,
where the workers under the occupation
powers had cleared a cave benecath the
bridge for the dynamite to be put in, peo-
ple from neighboring villages filled those
hollow spaces with concrete on the fol-
lowing night. o #

- Several mayors—and let no one sup-
pose them to be Communists—have open-
ly refused to deliver key or plans for
such a purpose; for example, the mayors
of Bamberg and Duisburg.

At Bamberg the city councillors gave
out a statement saying those bridges had
been built to cross over the river, not to
be blown up.

It is no s€cret that near Kaiserslautern
some 30 atomic cannon from the United
States have been installed, able to fire at
o range of many miles (some say 80],
using shells like the Hiroshima bomb. Dr.
Adenauer thanked the U. S. for these guns.
The ‘inhabitants of Mannheim, Ludwigs-
haven, Mainz, living 80 miles west of those
-.guns, have not.

: Meanwhile, countless Germans believe
that General Gruenther’s plans are ob-
solete. After the H-bomb tests in the
Pacific, many are saying that instead of
scorched earth between the Elbe and the
Rhine, there is now more likely to be a
belt on which H-bombs will be dropped
all the way between Hamburg and the
Swiss frontier. This prospect is even less

_attractive for those who happen to live
- in that region.

: The unpopularitv of rearmament is
not limited to vouth or to political left-
ists. The big Krupp firm has even re-
fused to accept orders for repairs of
American tanks, “for reasons of prin-
elple » Krupp .is prospering .now with

. non: mlhtary actlwtv, building a large
in-India,: constructmg the.
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The German Rearmament Pact:

Big Step Onward to a Dead End

By GORDON HASKELL

The Paris treaty for the rearmament of Germany is being hailed
in the United States as a major victory for the Eisenhower administra-
tion, as a great step toward the unification of Europe, and as a major
bulwark against Russian Stalinist aggression.

That is all campaign oratory, designed to rescue the Republicans
from a defeat which they smell on the political winds. The facts about

the Paris treaty, and about the

_state of the capitalist world on the

morning after it was signed, are
not such as to cause jubilation any-
where except in carefully staged
television-show cabinet meetings.

And it is clear that if this is a great
victory for the West, it is one of the least
understood vietories in history. The dip-
lomats- responsible for negoliating the
treaty are most restrained in their esti-
mates of it. And nowhere—neither in
Germany nor in England, in France nor

. in. the Benelux countries—have the peo-

ple taken to the streets to dance their
joy at this great achievement for peace.

Quite the contrary. In all these coun-
tries. there has been ample demonstra-
tion during recent months that large
sections of the. population, very likely
majorities in each case, are opposed to
what has been achieved at Paris.

The . German Social-Democratic Party
and the Trade Union Federation (DGB)
have both come out against the rearma-
ment of the country under present cir-
cumstances. In the British Labor Party

conference, German rearmament got an
exceedingly slim majority.

In France, the National Asgsembly has
recently voted against admitting West
Germany into the North Atlantiec Treaty
Organization, which is one feature of

-the Paris treaty. It remains to be seen

whether a majority can be had in the
French Assembly for the rearmament of
Germany on any terms, and even if such
a majority should develop “its popular
support would be extremely guestionable.

In fact, popular support for this treaty
is so doubtful that there is no real as-
surance that the treaty will ever actually
come into effect.

In West Germany, the Free Demo-
cratic Party has attacked the agreement
on the Saar signed by Adenauer as a
violation of the policy laid down on this
question by the coalition which keeps
him in power. The Social-Democrats have
declared open war on the Saar agree-
ment as a sell-out of German interests
to the French.

In addition, it is clear that the freafy
does not give West Germany her sover-

-gency”

eignty. Allied troops will continue to be
stationed in Germany not on invitation of
the German government, but as a “right”
reserved in the #reaty. If the "right” e
maintain troops is continued, it is quite
likely that with it would have to go the
"right” to take measures to safeguard
these troops against any developments,
political or military, which might endan-
ger their security. This is the old "emer-
clause in the former contractual
agreements which has been found so oner-
ous by Germans of every political view.
Adenater ducked questions on this matter
from the Social-Democrats on the eve of
his departure for Paris.

VAGUE VERBIAGE

In France, Mendés-France is seeking
to reshuffle his cabinet to assure himself .
of support in the Chamber of Depuhes
Opposition to German’ rearmament in :
France is appeased somewhat by the
advantage gained in the Saar agreement,
and in any event the French have to con-
sider the very dark prospect of trying to
form another government if Mendés-
France should fall. Yet even though do-
mestic considerations may have a heavy
bearing in gathering political support
for Mendés-France, and thus for the
treaty, there is no absolute guarantee
that the Assembly will ratify it.

Even if ratification by all the govern-
ments involved is achieved, the resulting
structure will be exceptionally unstable.

{Turn to lost pagel

Left Wing Captures German Labor
lovement, Blasts Rearmament Plan

By A. STEIN

What can only be described as a peaceful revolutlon took place at
the recent congress of the German Trade Union Federation (DGB),

held at Frankfurt on October 4-9.

A young and militant group of trade-union leaders wrested control
of the DGB from- the hands of the old conservative bureaucrats who have
dominated its councils since the federation was formed in late 1949.

With the accession of this new
group to leadership, the period of
class peace in West Germany has
now formally come to an end. End-
ed too is the policy of political neu-
trality which the old DGB leader-
ship tried to follow "in its effort to
conciliate the Adenauer regime.
The Adenauer government and the
West German bourgeojsie can now
look forward to a less comfortable
period of “social.peace” than they
have-enjoyed since the Fegiéral Re-
public was established. |

Although we have not as yet re-
ceived a complete account of these
heartening developments, the new
policies adopted by the DGB Con-

gress and the names of thelr out-_

.tive council enable us to give LABOR

ACTION readers a more complete
picture of the origin and back-
ground of the overturn in the DGB.
Like all “sudden” changes in na-
ture and society, this ene has been quite
a while in the making.

FEAR ARMY

Because international attention is fixed
upon the feverish American drive to arm
West Germany, the resolution on foreign
policy adopted by the DGB Congress re-
ceived the greatest emphasis in the for-
eign press and merits first consideration.
The 391 delegates, representing six mil-
lion German workers and employees,
came out against rearmament and the
inclusion of West Germany -in NATO
until .all chances for negotiating the re-

unification of Germany have been ex-'
; _hausted L :

By- ta}nng this stand, with only four
votes against it cast hy delegates who
wanted an-even more sweeping condem-
nation of rearmament, the slightly less
than 400 delegates reversed the DGB po-
sition taken at its last congress two years
ago. At that time a'resolution opposing
West German rearmament and member-
ship in NATO was unanimously defeat-
ed. This time it was to all practical pur-
poses unanimously adopted.

The reasons that inspired the stand of

the DGB are eloquently expressed in the

resolution which states in part:

"“For the internal development of the
Federal Germaon Republic, the rearmament
and organization of a German army os
laid down by the London agreement would
bring the danger of the creation of a mili-
taristic, authoritarion state. This would in
turn defect the efforts of the German
workers’ movement to erect a political,
social, and ecoromic democracy.”

NOT ONLY SOCIALISTS

A delegate from the building workers
union summed up the feelings of the
entire congress when he declared: “De-
mocracy will be trampled under foot by
those who-will shelter behind the ba.yo-
nets of the new army.”

It is also noteworthy that:opposition to.
rearmament is not restricted to those sec-

- {Continued. on page 3]
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ritish Dock Strike

Spreads Despite All Threats

By DAVID ALEXANDER
LONDON, Oct. 20—The strike of the

: Stevedores to protest against compulsory

overtime has been spreading. 43,000
dockers in London, Southampton, Hull,

- and Glasgow are now out. 283 ships are

idle, and about $250 million worth of
imports and exports are being held up.
* But the bus strike for a minimum wage

of $28 a week has collapsed, partly due

1o lack of trade-union support, and also

_ because of lack of public sympathy. After

about ten days partial strike, led by a
busmen’s unofficial committee, the men

- wvent back to work without gaining their
- demands. Further than that they agreed

to work overtime, which had been one of
the main issues at stake.

Among the side effects of the strike
has been reduced overtime at the Vaux-
hall car works as the cars produced are
not belng shxpped away, and also difficul-
ty in disposing of refuse in Camberwell,
one of London’s boroughs.

- The bus strike naturally caused a
great deal of inconvenience to the gen-
eral public of London. Furthermore, it
was not union-supported. But the dock-
ers have, so far, put the public to no
trouble. The fact that imports and ex-
ports are piling up is of no_ immediate
concern, to the pubhc.

“The right-wing press has, howev_er.
been carrying stories to show how dam-
aging to the national economy the hold-
up is, how much.perishable food is going:
Pbiad, and how many hospitals are mot
receiving their medical supplies.

The dockers are in a much more power-

ful position than the bus drivers because
they have union backing and are paid
strike pay while not working. It is obvious
that they can go on until union funds run
out.

It should be noted, however, that only

* about half the strikers are members of

the Stevedores’ union. The other half be-

long to the Transport and General Work- -

ers Union. The executive of the union,
and the General Council of the Trade
~Union Congress, have advised the men to
go back, but they have ignored the call.

TORY THREAT -

A week ago, as we reported, 2600 mem-
bers of the TGWU were unable to be
persuaded to return to work at a mass
meeting -called by the exectuive of this
union. More members of this union have
come out since then. I was amused to
read an article by Percy Cudlip (ex-
editor of the Labor Daily Herald) ask-
ing, “Hds Deakin lost touch with the
rank-and-file?”” I ‘would have thought
that the answer to this was obvious.

Not only have the General Council- of
the TUC and the executive of the TGWU
called on the strikers to return te work.
Sid Waiter Monckton, the minister of la-
bor, has told the strikers that unless they
return fo work by next weekend, he will
call-in the troops.

This very dangerous move may bring
out all the dockers throughout the coun-
try. Industrial workers nowadays do not
react favorably to the threat of the “big
stick.”

Sir Walter has gone one farther. He

Pittsburgh Ad Brings Out a Sight
- To Gladden Wilson’s Dog-Loving Heart

_ly GERRY McﬂERMOTT

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 25 — There are
plenty of bird dogs in the Pittsburgh
area.

Democratic Party cynicism came to
llght in the free-food program in this
city where roughly one fifth of the popu-
lation is. eligible to receive free food. In
the teeming slums of the northside.of
Pittsburgh, the Food Board in this Dem-
ocratic-controlled city and county were
issuing . food stamps with the admoni-
tion: Better change your registration. to
Democratic and be sure to pull the sec-
ond lever. The Republicans have pro-
tested 1nd1gnantly—after all, it's their
free food since it comes from the national
administration.

The second event showed how wxlhng
—how desperate, even—the thousands’of
unemployed miners and steel workers in

;. this area are to hunt jobs. A scrap com-

pany in thts area is engaged in tearing

* up some -old streetcar tracks south of

Pittsburgh. They put a three-line want
ad in several small newspapers in the
“Male laborers repmt

Crossroads, Route 19, Monday, Oct. 25,
at 8 am.” Th'at was all. The company

]

* Unemployed - workers began to arrive
fong: before it was light. By 8 o'clock,

.~ 4here were more than 700 cars at the

designa*ed crossroads. When the hiring
foreman showed up to pick 50 men, he was
cunfronied with 2000 eager applicants.
Dismayed, he left the scene and hired his

- crew along the road from among men still

arriving.
"In the mesdntime, state police were at-
-t@mp_ting to disperse the desperate job

<

seekers and break up the traffic jam
which had piled up around the area. So
bitter was the disappointment that when
the lucky few who had been hired started
to work, the other applicants crowded
around them and made them stop. Police
finally dispersed the men.

The applicants came from as far as
50 miles away. Many of them were
miners whose compensation has already
run’ out. One of those who was disap-
pointed told a mewspapermen: “Most of
these guys just want to make a few
bucks. A lot of them, including me,
haven't worked for a long time. They're
willing to do anything just so it’s a job.”

THE CITY IS SAVED

If the leaders of respectable Pitts-
burgh society were unable to come up
with jobs for the jebless, they at least

.~have: produced a minor sensation to

amuse the hungry. Matt (‘I was a Com-
munsit for the FBI”) Cvetic, Pitts-
burgh’s leading stoolpigeon (no mean
title. these days) has dramatically dis-
closed that the city of Pittsburgh has in
its employ an alleged Communist! Cvetic,
now a Republican politician, revealed
that the menace to the peace and safety
of the steel center had slyly insinuated
himself into the Department of Publie
Works where he was engaged in the
highly secret and vital work of sending
out water bills! If he really is a Com-
munist, perhaps his salary explains it—
he is pald $3100 a year. Pittsburgh’s
Fair Deal Mayor and Democratic Na-
tional Committeeman David Lawrence
immediately started legal proceedings to
fire the man and cut off his princely
incqme.

Labor Action FORUM New York City |

NOV .

THURSDAY, NOV 4 —.8:30 p.m.
A. J. MUSTE
Reviews His Experiences in Europe
And on the following Thursdays at 8:30 p.m.
11—AL GATES on the results of the election.

Nov. 18— STAN GREY reviews David Riesman’s latest book,
» “Individualism Reconsidered.”

g " LABOR ACTION' HALL
zet, New York City

has set up a Court of Enguiry to look
into the causes of the dockers strike. This
court consists of Sir Richard Evershed
(the Master of the Rolls), a large indus-
trial contractor, and a member of the
General Council of the TUC.

Even if the Master of the Rolls could
be assumed to be impartial, it is perhaps
obvious what opinions the industrial con-
tractor will have. Also, the members of
the TUC must know of the decision of
this body ecalling off - the strike. Alto-
gether then, the court starts off as a not
very disinterested body.

The two protagonists—the - chairman
of the National Association of Port Em-
ployers and the secretary of the Steve-
dores’ Union—have already put forward
their main views. The stevedores wanted
to establish once and for all that over-
time was absolutely voluntary, and that
there was no obligation for a docker to
explain why he was unwilling to work it.
The union, represented by Barrett, want-
ed a return to the pre-war system of "vol-
untary overtime which had worked very
well.

CHALLENGE DEAKIN

The Dock Labor Board said that the
men worked in teams. There was no ulti-
mate obligation on any particular worker
to work overtime. If he was unwilling to
do so, the team could either work under-
manned or for longer hours.

The attitude of the TGWU, which is only"

appéaring at the court officially as ob-
servers, is that the sirike is a case of a
"Communist” minority fishing in $roubled
waters. As Deakin left Seymour Hall where
the Court of Enquiry was being held, a
Mr. Marney, unofficial leader of 200 strik-
ers assembled outsideé, tried to present him
with a document asking employers - and
the TGWU fo ban compulsory overtime.
Deakin pushed the man aside. . -

Shouts of “You are overpaid,” “You
don’t represent us,. Mr.. Deakin,”. and
“Prove that the strike is Red-inspired”
were heard.

It is a foregone conclusion’ that the
court will recommend the men: go back to
work, and in my opinion, it is enly a
matter of time before the employers ac-
cept the principle of voluntary overtime,

However, before the Court of Enquiry
presents its findings and these are con-
sidered by the various .parties, two to
three weeks will have passed without
industrial peace. If the government does
carry out its threat to call in troops, the
whole 80,000 dock workers in the country
may come out befoze them.

THE CASE OF THE
SUBVERSIVE CORPSE |

By A. F. -

There is a ghoulish humor even in the
witchhunt. The question now being dis-
puted in the highest governmental cir-
cles is: Should a dissolved organization
be declared a Communist front or not?

New York State says no. The Justice

Department and the Subversive Activi- -

ties Control Board say yes. The highest
courts in the U. 8. will have to decide
this question.

The issue is raised.over the corpse of
the International Workers Order, a fra-
ternal organization for insurance bemnes
fits and political propaganda. It was
originally organized in-a.split from: the
Workmen’s Cirele by left-wingers 'and
Stalinists’ and ‘became completely Stalin=

" ‘ized. The Stalinists used the organization

as a source of jobs for the faithful,
money for the “cause” and a-“broad”
base for operations. In all this there wag
nothing illegal or-even unusual. There
are many benevolent organizations with
political leanings. The IWO ‘was simply
the pro-Stalinist outfit in the field, as:
the Workmen’s Circle was the social-
democratic. ;

Then came the cold war ond the witch-
hunt. The New York State Department of
Insurance revoked the IWO charter on the
ground that it was a “"Communist conspir-
acy"” masquerading - behind an. insurcnce
group. And the New York courts upheld
this outrageous violation of demn:ruﬁc
rights.

In the meantime the Subversive Con- .

trol Act was passed, and the SACB was
appointed to register Communist organi-
zations, list their members, ete. The
board ordered the IWO to a hearing, to
show why it should not be listed. The re-
ceiver appointed by New York State to’
liquidate the organization refused to al-
low IWO officials to go as representa-
tives. Instead he himself appeared as the
IWO official representative (thus open-
ing himself to the charge of recording
himself as head of a Communist front
organization).

The receiver argued that the board:

should not place a dissolved organization
on the list. The federal authorities
argued that though the organization was
no longer legally in existence,
should be branded so that past member-
ship and leadership could be properly

A‘labeled.” The board upheld the Justice

Department and proceeded with the hear-
ing.

At first the report had it that the
board has decided to list the IWO. This
week a report said that the board had
changed its mind under pressure from
the New York State Republican machine
and that at any rate it would wait for
a judicial decision.

N\ Ve

Thomas, Muste Join Dawdson Defense:
Arrest of Other CO0.s Is Threatened

The case of Vern Davidson, agnostie
C.0. who refused induction into the
armed forces, has taken on new impor-
tance with the arrest of Don Thomas in
Wisconsin and the pending arrest of
David McReynolds in California. Thom-
as, like Davidson, is an agnostic and
thereby disqualified by the law for ex-
emption as a conscientious objector (the
law provides such exemption only for
those who base their objections to war
on belief in a -supreme being). Thomas
refused induction and was arrested ear-
lier this year.

McReynolds refused to state his re-
ligious convictions to the draft board
because he felt that exemptions should
be granted on the basis of sincerity and
not religious belief. As a result he was
denied a C.O. classification and refused
induction on August 26. He has not yet
been arrested. Both Don Thomas and
David McReynolds are, like Davidson,
members of the Socialist Party.

Recognizing the civil liberties question
involved in automatically refusing agnos-
ties a C.0. classification, Norman Thom-
as has supported the Davidson Defense
Committee in its efforts to appeal the
case, and A. J, Muste has accepted mem-
bership oh the Defense Committee,

Davidson’s case, on appeal from the
lower court, wﬂl be decided by the appel-
late court-in® December or January and
may provide a precedent for Thomas,
McReynolds, and others ‘who may take

similar positions. The brief in the David-

son :case” holds that the requirement that

vmlatx

a C.0. believe in a:supreme being-is a
of the: constitutional. separat:on"'
defens

maintains that Davidson was refused a
hearing and thus denied due process une
der law.

In addition, the FBI report which is

used by the draft board in deciding C.0. -~

classifications, has been subpoenaed by
the defense, since the “summary” of the
report submitted to. Davidson contained
factual errors against which he has had
no chance to'defend himself. Thus far the
government has refused to surrender the
report.

The Davidson Defense Committee,
1321 Ashland Ave., Ocean Park, Calif.,
is at present appeahng urgently for
funds to support its work.

NOW—IN ENGLISH
THE FAMED "VOLUME 4"
OF "CAPITAL"

Karl Marx’s
HISTORY OF

ECONOMIC
THEORIES

-PART ONE
Langland Press—337 pages—$5.00
Order from
Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street; N. Y. (o4
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Left Wing Captures German Labor — —

B {Continued from page 1}

tions of the DGB which.are directly un-
der SPD influence. The correspondent of
+the Manchester Guardian, writing from
PBonn on October 10, remarks:

“Among the votes in favor of the reso-
1ution; therefore, were at least 25 to 30
of the men who represent the Catholic
workers and who normally vote in a Fed-
eral or Land election for Dr. Adenauer
and the Christian Democrats. The move-
aent against rearmament has therefore
been extended beyond the sirict party
boundaries of German Social-Democ-
racy."”

. Just as heartening is the fact that the
resolution was not. adopted on pacifist
wgrounds. The congress voted’ down an
_alternative resolution disapproving all
German rearmament. What the resolu-
tion rejects is this rearmament by the
Adenauer regime which can only have re-
.actionary social consequences and is det-
.rimental to the genuine national.interests
-of the German people, that is, the re-
unification of Germany and the restora-
tion of complete sovereignty.

‘STALINISTS SILENCED

Furthermore, should the Adenauer re-
gime- or the American press attempt to
jnsinuate that the #rade-union movement
fell under Stalinist influence, the record of
.events at the congress speaks for itself.
©One Stalinist proposal to send a-delega-
"gion to Frankfurt was rejected. Another
Stalinist motion for a meeting with East
Germrn frade unions was -also turned
down. And when @ Stalinist speaker at-
Fempted to have the resolution reworded,
+he Manchester Guardian reports, he was
shouted down.
 In taking the position of the SPD for
_its own, the- DGB took a step forward. It
has abandoned a spurious and impossib}e
political neutrality and now stands in
dl}'ect opposition to the Adenauer regime
on the major political issue of the day
in West Germany.

. The bond between the SPD and the
4rade unions has now been strengthened,
and the results can be beneficial for the
future of the working-class movement of
West Germany. The SPD need no longer
restrict its opposition to the ineffectual

: parliamenatry arena. It now has a non-

parliamentary striking force at its dis-
_posal which can be effective if the SPD
and DGR leadership wish to use it.

TEST AHEAD

The question remains; of course, as fo
Jow the DGB leadership will react if and
when the London agreement clears all
hazards and Bonn attempts to organize
an army. The projected army can only-be
-fashioned by withdrawing workers from
jndustry, since the peol of unemployed
is now too small to supply the needed
manpower.

The test of how serious the new DGB
leadership. is in its.opposition to West
German rearmament will come when it
.must back up its excellent resolution with
.deeds. And this moment may not be very

-far away.

Turning . its attentlon to domestic is-

. gues, the Frankfurt econgress of the DGB

-adopted a new program: of economic .de-
mands centaining the following impor-
tant points: the right of the workers to
a larger share of the national income
i(this means calling for a raising of the
general wage level); wage inereases in
sproportion to increases in produetivity;
and a five-day forty-hour week at the
.same.rate.of pay as.the current 45- hour
.week.

,To an American reader,- this progrmn y

Inuy not appear very original- or striking
Jin the scope of its claims..But for the Ger-
mun ‘workers to realize each and all of

se demands. will.call for the most per-
.gistent kind of _struggle’ ‘against a. well-
organized and.class-conscious Bourgeoisie

#hat yields nothing. unless it is confronted
~bya superior power. -

NEW- LEADERSHIP

: This faect was d?amatmally demon-
strated in the recent wave of strikes that
gripped all of Western Germany and in-
avolved every trade-union federation from
rthe metal workers to government em-
;ployees. For months before the strikes
thegan in June and July, the workers had
theen negotlatmg fruitlessly. for modest
rdAncreases in the base wage rate and had
Seen their demands reJected by the em-
:ployer groups.

The result was a wave of strikes that
by early August involved more than four
:million workers and employees and had
affected every branch of industry, com-

/munications and government. The deter- -
imination. of the warkers-not to. accept the .

The new program was introduced and
sponsored by Otto Brenner, president of
the Metal Workers union with its one
and a half million members, the largest
and most influential of the 16 -unions
which make up the federation.

And behind this fact lies the story of
the struggle that has been going on in the
top leadership of the DGB. For Brenner
symbolizes the new generation of trade-
union leaders who are dissatisfied with the
class-collaborationist, conciliatory poli-
cies of the old leaderhsip.

It was the Metal Workers Union which
initiated the great strike wave in June
through some of its local unions in West
Berlin and in Baden-Wurttemberg. From.,

_there, the Metal Workers later extended

their actions to Bavaria and North

Rhine-Westphalia. By July, the other un-

ions had caught the fever and were
prepared to follow the lead of the Metal

" 'Workers,

RIGHT-WING DEADHEADS

The action taken by the Metal Work-
ers was in direct contradiction to the
line laid down by the DGB central lead-
ership at the beginning of the year. To
catch the flavor of the thinking behind

-the old line, we have only to read a re-

lease issued by the DGB News Service
on January 16, 1954, which reads:

“For some months and weeks now,
sensible and responsible personalities
have been attempting to create a favor-
able elimate for negotiations between

-both social partners, the trade unions

and the- employers’ associations. They
are rightly of the view that a good rela-
tionship between both organizations is

-the premise .for a continued beneficial

and healthy development of social life
in the Federal Republic.”

What the: DGB leadership meant by a
“beneficial and healthy development” was
made crystal-clear when in April the
Executive Board recommended to its
member unions that they “desist from
agitating for wage increases and to ac-
cept the status quo in the interest of in-
ternal stability.” (N..Y. Times, April
24, 1954.) o

The passivity of the DGB leadership, its
refusal to conduct any sort of a struggle
for higher wages and against unemploy-
ment, resulted in an unhappy situation for
the trade unions. During. the last three-
quarters of 1953, union membership had
declined absolutely and relatively. In June
1953, for example, trade-union member-
ship totaled 6,451,000 out of a labor force
of 15,806,000. By September 1953 member-
ship had declined by 15,000 while the
West German labor force had increased to
slightly more than 16 million. And the de-
cline in trade-union membership continued
through the early part of 1954."

By February 1954 not only were the
trade unions losing members but the
number of unemployed had risen to more
than two million, and it seemed that the
West Germany economy had reached the
peak of its expansive climb.

It was this alarming condition which
led to the erystallization of a new pro-
gram for the trade unions sponséred by
the Metal Workers- Union -at the very
time when the DGB leadership was call-
ing for a maintenance of the status quo.

WEAK THEORIES

The theoretician of the oppdsition in

- the top councils of the DGB is Dr. Victor

Agartz, a staff member of the DGB's
Research Institute in Cologne. In the
December 1953 issue of the Research In-
stitute’s publication, Dr. Agart  pub-

practices of the American trade unions,

By D. EHRE

The West German socialist' newspaper
Die Freiheit of September 24 calls at-
tention to a various attack on the Social-
Democratic Party and the West German
trade-union federation (DGB) which ap-
pears in the Raider, a pictoriai magazine
published by the U. S. Air Force Com-
mand for the officers and airmen sta-
tioned at the Landstuhl Airbase.

The main article in the September is-
sue of ‘this air force magazine deals with
the activities of the Communist Party in
Western Europe under the lurid title of
“Conspiracy on the Continent.” To show
the GIs -what the West Germans think
of the Communists and how they are
dealing with the problem, the article

quotes: some of -the leading politieal fig-

ures active in the distriet of Kaiserlau-
tern, where the air base is located.
Sepp Quarz, the local secretary of the
Free Democratic Party, the. rlght-wmg
party of German big business, is quoted
as saying: “Communist agents are very
effective and have already penetrated in
all official governmental administrations,

-in the big industrial plants and in the

Bonn government itself. Most of these
agents have come into West Germany as
refugees from Eastern Germany, and
this makes the job of uncovering Com-
munists all the more difficult.”

Quarz laments the fact that the West
Germans cannot send their people as

-refugees: into the Eastern zone! ;
- - Speaking of the Communists- and the
“8PD, “Quarz declares that “A lot of

‘Commmunists resigned since 1945 frem

. their-party and joined the Social-Demo-

crats. It is- they who form the dangerous
left wing of the SPD. Communist ideol-
o6gy and that of the SPD are basically
the same.’

Then coming %o the question of the
DGB, Quarz felt that the Communist influ-
ence in the centralized trade unions was
strong and d-cdly. He concluded his re-
marks by suylng that "Trade -Union boss
Walter Freitag is the perfect c mbnist,
though he of course does nof Belong to
the Communist Party.” *

What was expressed in so outspoken
and brazen a fashion by Quarz was re-
peated in more moderate fashion by the
representative of Adenauer’s CDU, Emil
Demmerle.

Die Ereiheit points out that the article
does not report the.views of the numer-

ous Social-Democrats. and trade-unionists .

U.S. Air Force Mag Smears
SPD in McCarthyite Style

.gle for higher wages. -Brenner’s call. for
_the five-day forty-hour week has now

Since six million West Germans belong
to the DGB and eight million voted: for
the SPD in the last general elections in
1952, aren’t the ideas of the organiza-
tions. that represent these imposing seg-
ments of German society worth report-
ing to the American soldiers at the Land-
stuhl Air Base? .

Why, asks Die Freiheit, wasn’t any
mention made of the bitter struggle of

- the Social-Democrats to prevent the Stal-

inists from capturing control of the. SPD
in Berlin in 19467 What about the lead-
ing role played by Social-Democrats in
the uprising in East Germany in August
1953? If you want to show the GIs how
to carry on a militant struggle against
the Communists in defense of real democ-
racy, why slander the defenders of de-
mocracy in both West and East Ger-
many, the Social-Democrats and the
DGB? )

DEFAMATION

Die Freiheit concludes with a caustic
commentary on the remarks by the FDP
secretary, Quarz, that the only way to
win the youth of ‘the Eastern Zone, now
under the influence of the Communists
for ten years, is to show them the West’s
higher standard-of-living. At the time of
the last Easter Congress of. the East
Zone Youth Movement.FDJ in East Ber-
lin, whén niany of them came over into
West Berlin, people discovered that these

young people were not at all interested

in plates of soup or packages of butter.

" What they sought were political. discus-

sions and ideas that they could counter~
pose to the ideology of the Stalinists.
And this they did not find. .

‘While Die Freihelt is too resfruined to
say it. we can point out that the identifi-
cation of socialism and socialists with

:Stalinists is not the unique inventon of the
.editors of Raider and their higher-ups in

‘the American air force. After all, it is the
constant theme of the Eisenhower regime
and the Republican Party that there is no

‘busic difference. between socialism and

communism, socialists and Stalinists. The

‘Gls in West Germany are only being told

‘what is being dinned into the ears of the
American public at home.

In Western Germany this propaganda
is defamation and slander because there
exists a powerful

~mands

ssecial-security measures.

. POWer. That means, they must ‘work to

for turning co-determination into an in-

;shows -that they are aware of this. And
-ship has already established means any-

.a very uncomfortable period of struggle

Socia]-Democrétic.-

iParty and a eclosely allied..trade-union -

movement that have cooperated'to rednce
S i

dey is to publish letters of..g

lished an article under the title of “An
Expansive Wige Policy.”

In this article he eame out in flat op-
position to the official line of maintaining
the status quo and gave all the reasons
why the trade unions should demand '’
higher wages. His main argument was
that the West German economy was fal-
tering and that an increase in consumer
income was needed to maintain and ex-
tend the upward swing.

Although we dont have the space to
deal with Dr. Agartz’ theoretical exposi-
tion in detail, it is worth pointing out that
it is modeled largely .on -the ideas and

above all, the United Auto Workers. How . -
weaok and incorrect Dr. Agariz' reusoning .
is, the subsequent developments in West
Germany have shown. =
The expansion of the, economy, hasetl
primarily on its exports and restoration
of its heavy industry, not on an increase
of domestic demand, has- resumed; and
has resulted at the present time in the
virtual elimination of une_mploymgnt.
Today the Bonn government is cansider-
ing the importation of foreign workegs
to fill the manpower gap. Rearmament
and the creation of a military force wﬂl
give a further stimulus to .the economy .
and create the danger of an inflationary -,
situation. | o
‘Furthermore, the ecrucial questi_on
must arise: Who is to pay for this mili-
tary program? The underconsumptionist
theoriesrof Dr. Agartz are already irrele-
vant to the issues confronting J:he West
‘German labor movement, i =

PACE-SETTER 2

:However, the fact that the economie
situation rapidly altered for. the better.
toward the middle of 1954 "did not pre—
vent Brenner and Agartz from pursuing
their demands for a more militant trade-
union policy.- And more decisive is the
fact that Brenner’s Metal Workers Un-
ion has acted as the pace-setter for:the
entire organized movement in its strug-

become the official policy, of the DGB. = _

In passing, readers.will be interested.
to know that Brenner has called on:the-
industrialists to open their. books. to
workers’ committees if and when they
-claim .they can’t meet the trade union’s
demands. 3

The new DGB leadersh;p, represented .-
by Bremner and Agartz, has saved the -
German trade unions from slow rot and
disintegration and restored the militaney
and self-confidence of the German work-
ing class. Their ability to lead the work- ~
ers in struggle when the situation- de-
it has already been . partially -
proved and is far more significant at-the
present time than the obvious weakness-
es of their theoretical ideas. And with
the continued expansion of the economy
and a prospective labor shortage, the
German working class is in a strong po-
sition to fulfill. its demands.

HOW WILL THEY REACT?.

How the new leadership will react 4o
the larger political and social issues the#:
face the German woarkers and the counircy.
as a whole remains to be seen. For exs -
ample, will they raise the-demand-for i -
vote of the German people themselves on .
the rearmament deal? Such a siogan con .
.be a powerful weapon to mobilize mass
support.  They cannot hope #to restrict
themselves to merely. fighting for higher
wages, a shorter -work -week .or - mm

The creation of an army will promde
the German bourgeéoisie with a powerful
instrument of repression. To counter this -
aggressive ruling class, .the “Germam
workers must strive for control of the
essential levers of economic and.political

install ‘a -socialist government, . for. na-
-tionalization of the heavy industries,: and :

strument of struggle instead of class-
collaboration ‘as it has been till now.. ]

The resolution against rearmament
and for the reunification of the country,
if the record which the new DGB leader-

thing, the German bourgeoisie is in for

in the days ahead.

YOU'RE INVITED

to spea,k your mind in the Ietter 2
column of Labor Action. Our pol-

litical mterqst rego
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__H-Bombs and Hurricanes:

SOCIALISM AND WEATHER CONTROL

By CARL DARTON

Can socialism change the weather?

., Recent experiences with such ravages
‘of nature as the torrential rains and
‘floods of the Midwest, the smog of the
West Coast and Hurrican Hazel in the

East have been thought-provoking. Just _|

. when man is acquiring ever-greater con-
_tl'ol over matural forces, and when the
~.only problent.appears to be how well he

- _can. control. Kimself, nature breaks out -

Fof “its course and sends him ecringing be-
fore its fury.
But is it too utopian or far-fetched to

.ask whether - soclahsm can do anythmg"*

about it? =~
: Today when so much social and eco-
nomic effort is wasted upon man-made
-- destruetive purposes, a socialist cannot

"..help but.feel that in a more rational so-_

ciety. we. would not need to be as sub-
servient. to .the willful forces of nature
-as we are now.
.~ .-1%.is relatively easy to make a case for
ﬂals in the instance of the smog which has
- .plagued Los Angeles daily for almest a
month now. And this condition has been
recurring and geﬂing worse, year after
’yenr. This smog is said to be a combina-
“tion of smoke and hydrocarbon parh:les
_ which, with fog, under static air condi-
. tions, hdngs heavy over the city.
- “Over the city” is not entirely true.
" The smog comes down into the streets
and houses and produces sich iTrifating
effects upon the eyes, nose and throat as
" to be almost insufferable. Though health
“ authorities .may state that the concen-
- tration of harmful particles is well be-
“ low texic limits, it is difficult for one who

- has been exposed to their depressive ef- |

“ fect
ect day after day to believe that it is | the result'6f antiquated political,

““nomic *and’ social-'concepts and relation-
: shipd; have not been. given half a chance

- doing him any good.
The dedth of an infant, \suspected to
- be the result of the-smog, does not help

“to comfort the:people. Under the smog, .

* public officials of Los Angeles and Cali-

_fofma mill around, hoping that the wind

“or rain- will give a- temporary resplte at
' Jeast.

Various -explanations have been given
“for the smog, from the presence of such
‘ mammoth: dams- as Boulder high in the
mountains which. prevent the natural
movements of air currents up the valleys
and keep the air static over the city. But
aside from uncertainty over the cause of
the static air condition, it is apparent

" - that smog would not oceur if there were
-mot  sueh. masses of combustible wastes
given off by such man-made agencies as
. automobiles, -0il refineries andother in-
‘dustrial plants, as well as backyard ‘in-
cmerators.

*'NOT EQUIPPED g "f;,

: There can be no disagreement that what
-man._has made, he can unmake. But of all
the adverse factors which contribute o
the. smog. each.private interest resists-do-
.ing apy’ more to correct it than he is
-forced fo. It comes down to the old ques-
“* #ion, ‘whe is ‘going to bear the cost of

i “socially desirdble corrective measures.

i While public agencies pass the buck,

‘an ill-informed public stands apathetl-

“eally and’ helplessly by, still gaspmg and
“¢olighing’ in the smog. This is another
“nstance of how society today is not ‘so-

"e1a!1y and pc'htlca}lv equipped to, deal

_"3¢ith tTle ‘économic and technical problems
‘of ‘otir*complex industrial civilization,

“ Thé heavy deluges during which .the
city of Chicago and its environs received
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nine inches of rain within thlrty-six
hours—more than many grazing lands to
the west receive in six months or a year
—suggest another problem. But the
dumping of rain clouds where they are
needed, before they can cause deluges
where they are unwanted, is not entirely
in the realm of science-fiction. Man has
made but weak.efforts thus far to control
rainfall, but enough has been done to in-
- dicate -that much greater success is pos-
sible.

Rain-making by cloud- seedmg has al-
ready become a profitable industry, but
its full-social use is seriously hindered
by ‘parrow regional economic interests.
Thus, without common and equally
shared social and economic goals and in-
terests, science and technology does not
have the opportunity to spread benefits
over all.
~ As to Hurricane: Hml we recently saw
figures to ‘prove that even if all or sur-
mised existing H- and A-bombs were ex-

- ploded in its path, they would be ineffec-

tive in diverting the storm into non-popu-
lated areas. But can anyone think of a bet-
ter use for such bombs? Besides, it might

-salve the consciences of untold scientists

if their ill-begotten products were de-
voured by the hurricane. -

Seriously, and without appearing to be
taking - demagogic advantage of the suf-
fering of large numbers of people, we
wish to make two rather obvious points
regarding the weather, science and so-

. elety:

_{1) Society today is, poorly organized
and ill equipped to help its members
When they are harassed by the rampages
of nature, even when science could help.
{2) Science and ‘technology today, as
eco-

to solve many of the broad problems en-
countered in’'man’s struggle against
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Apropos of the weather gquestion. dis-
cussed on this page by our seience col-
umnist Carl Darton, the New Statesman
and Nation commented as follows on Sep-
tember 18:

The millions of people throughout the
world who insist that there is something
more than a coincidence between freakish
weather and the H-bomb explosions are
to have their suspicions investigated by
the UN. Its specialized agency, the
World Meteorological Organization, has
instructed the secretariat . to make@a

-study and to call for relevant ipforma-

tion from all membér states, including
the U. S. and the USSR. This is a re-
markable concession to modern .folklore
by an organization. of weather experts
who have consistently pooh-poohed the

suggestion that the bomb explosions have

somehow triggered off atmospheric re-
percussions on a world secale. True, they
have been prepared to concede that an

Scientist Says

Speaking of atom bombs, Exposé (Oe-
tober) prints an old clipping which, it
points out, was generally suppressed in
the country’s newspapeirs. The following
item 18 from the Washmgton Dally News

. back in June:

LOS ANGELES, Calif, June 24—
Atomic ‘scientist Dr. Stafford L. Warren
said that three to four times as many
persons died in the Nagasaki and Hiro-
shima -atemic bombing than was ever
admitted.

Dr. Warrer, medical director of the
atomic energy project of U.C.L.A. and
dean of ‘its ‘School of Medicine, said yes-

from Left to Right

- disturbance or heat ‘and

Is There a Connection?

H-bomb explosion, equivalent to millions
of tons of TNT, creates its own local
weather, sinee its heat causes powerful
upward currents as well ‘as vaporizing
sea water. Most meteorologists “would,
however, contend that even explosions of
the size already made could not seriously
disturb' the weather system :generally.
"There is a great mass of atmosphere
around the earth, and it is held that a
man-made explosion would be no more
"than pushing a thumb in a mattress. But
there are factors other than explosive
‘it ‘has been
- argued that the scattering of radiocactive
‘particles in the upper atmosphere: could
provide the nuclei for rain- formation
"and might even interfere with absorp-
tion of solar rays and. the mechanism of
weather generally. At the moment there
is not enough evidenece, consistently and
scientifieally acquired, to convince -the
weather men, but they. have admitted
the prima- facue case for an inquiry.

A-Bomb Slaughter Figure Was Faked

terday “the government wanted to mini-
mize it (the -deaths) beeause the truth
is. pretty fearful.”

Dr. Warren declined to say whether
he meant the government of the United
States or of Japan. He spoke at a lunch-
eon of trucking officials.

“The announced totals were somethmcr
like 80,000 in each city, but there actual-
ly were three to four times as many per-
sons killed,” he said.

Dr. Warren said he visited the deva-
stated cities after the bombings and
talked with police and civie officials be-
fore making his own estimate of the
totals. 3

Earl Browder Exposes.Dewey, Taft—and Browder .

I. F. Stone’s Weekly (Oct. 18) ‘carries -
an airticle by Earl Browder on-the anti-"

Communist witchhunt in whwh the ex-

CP leader makes the point that, in the .

palmy days of the People’s Fr ont. and
the wartime honeymoon (but not during
the Stalin-Hitler Pact), association with
his good Communists did not make “re-
spectable” - ;oeop{e shudder. ‘The pigicant

: parts - of his piece ‘deal ‘with the’ shady-
- past of Dewey and Taft. In 1938 Taft
- spoke together with -Browder ‘before the

American Youth Congress, now:-on the

- subversive list. As for ‘Dewey, in'the fol-. .

lowing story it is difficult to dectds

- whether Browder is efcpdsmg kmse!

Dewey-:

In 1937 an a-mbitious and- 3ble-y0ung
Republican named Thomas E.: Dewey
made his first election eampaign for the
position of District Attorney of New
York County, traditionally strongly
Democratic. - His _organization felt .the

CLIPPINGS

FORT BENNING, Ga., Oct. 9 (AP)— -

Dr. Francis E. Jones wants to make a
more efficient killer out of the U. S.
soldier. :

In his opinion a serviceman who uses
two bullets to kill one man is 50 per cent
off. . ;

A psychologist on loan from George
Washington University to the army, Dr.
Jones is evolving and testing methods to

-make more competent killers. .. .

MANILA, Oct. 18 (AP)—The Philip-
pine Army has banned showing of the
Hollywood film “Viva Zapata,” starring
Marlon Brando, in Cebu City and other
provincial towns on grounds it tends to
-endanger the security of the state.

INDIANAPOLIS, Oct. 21. (AP)—Pro-
fessional. boxers and wrestlers must take
a non-Communist oath hereafter befme
they ean appear in Indiana rings.

This was decreed today by Arch Hmd-

‘man, executive secretary of the -State

Athlet:r. Commission, He said new license
application forms now being printed will
carry this question:

“Are you now or have 'you ever been
a member, of.the Communist Party or

any organization which” advocates: the -

need to gather votes wherever they were
‘to. be found, and solicited Communist
support. The issue came:to me,..and I
said, of course, support Dewey. This' was
" done-through a Trade Union Committee,
headed by .a well-known :Gommunist

named Louis Weinstock. When - Dewey_

won the election that commlttee gave him
a ‘“vietory banquet .at which he was
photographed arm=in-arm wlth the toast-
master, Weinstoek. - :

le course, Dewey was.--as innocent in

this association ‘as -Oppenheimer was in ~

“his “which- began about .the sameé fime,
“though the motive was different: It was
a politiecal marriage without love -on
‘either side, purely. one-of ‘expediency.
Dewey got his-bffice, and the Communists
got some. racketeer -enemies cleaned out
.of the New- York Painters _and the Food
Workers ‘Union, which- enabled. us; to-
' gether with ‘our allies; to lead theae un-
ions for the next eight years.

FBI NOTES
From a Pittsburgh paper we-glean an
item about the Pittsburgh chapter of
the Society of Former Special Agents of
the F'BI, Inc.

From that deseription-it would -appear
that this is a national o1gamzat:on-—
perhaps, indeéd, the liveliest ~political
movement in the country.

To get back to Pittsburgh, however,
we wish to report that the chapter elect-
ed nhew officers. Their oceupations are
piquant.” All of them work for big- cor-
_porations. One’is an industrial relations
-director; another-is a security director.
The other.two are -assistant vice-presi-
dent and treasurerof- their- corporatwns,
respectively.

Don’t FBI agents do any honest work
even when they graduate?..

SUBSCRIBERS — ATTENTION!

Check your NAME—ADDRESS
—CITY—ZONE—STATE appear-
ing on the wrapper. -

-If there are any. mlstakes or-if: -
-anything -is-left .out,: espeeizlly-the -
ZONE NUMBER,. cut -out  your .. |
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wrth the corrections clearly printed. .|
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~Arab StﬁdentCOnference
‘Rdopts Radical Program Planks

On September 14-17, 1954 there was held in London w conference of Arab stu-
dents which had been organized by the Arab Student Union in the United Kingdom.
W hile. we know little about this purticular organization and its politics, we are cer-
tain “that the views which this conference adopted reflect the thinking of many
‘Middle Eastern students; they will-be of interest to readers of Challenge. We there-
fore present below excerpts from -the programmatic statement of the conference.

We note that the resolutions of the

conference are vague on the” question of

precisely how to achieve the progressive developments which these students*desire,

as well as in regard to the social forces

and. political -movements they look to for

theiir achievement. Not included among the excerpts below is the statement of these
Avrab students on. Israel, which regrettably seems to express the perspective of a
second round of war against that country. For o discussion of this qwestzon see the
‘exchange of views between Clovis Maksoud and Hal Draper in previous issues of

Laeor ACTION.—Editer.

I. NATIONAL

(3) All citizens who have lived in the
Arab homeland and worked in its inter-
est have equal rights-'‘Arab unity cannot
be achieved by means of schemes formu-
lated by politicians in the interest of im-
perialism, but by its natural course—the
people’s struggle for liberation and
unity.

(4) One of the great obstacles to Arab
progress is the wide gap between the
people and the ruling class.

The Arab people, therefore, resent.any-.-

form-of govemment not based on true

and gehuine representation of the peo---

ple’ themselves-and chosen,. in complete

' freedom, by them.

-~ (5) The conference Ter:ogmzes that.the
. present economic. situation in.the Arab

-homieland is the main cause of our social .-

problems and of the great gap that sepa-

“pates the working class from that ‘class

. which- has gathered
' ‘tional wealth. in "its hands and at. the .
- expense of the people. The conference, -
therefore, considers the following  steps

illegally, the na-

essential:

{a) The abolition of feudalism and the
reconsideration of the distribution of the
national wealth.

(b) The nationalization of all monopo-
lies, foreign and.local and the protection
of Arab.wealth against foreign exploita-

- tion. - .
(¢) The planning’ of the national econ-

omy in such a way as to encourage pro-
duction. . . .

(d) The provision of a suitable stand-

ard of living for all citizens.
(6) The latest-Anglo-Egyptian agree-:

ofher parts of the Arab homeland, for

“ their complete :freedom and liberation
* from their bonds of imperialism.

(10) The conference stands for the
liberation of women from the injustice
of our present society, and for their ob-
taining. the full rights of citizens and
hence giving them a role in the bulldmg
up of our future society.

II. INTERNATIONAL

(1) Adopting the Poliey of Neutrality
The Arab Student Coriference resolves

that whatever policy the Arabs may-

adopt in the international ﬁe]_d should be
inspired by the Arab people’s welfare.
The Arab people did not benefit by being

" involved in the present  international

struggle; besides, we believe that our
people do love pedce, and do not like to
have their countries a field for another
destroying war. Thus we consider that
“Neufrality” toward that international
.struggle is the only guarantee for our
people’s welfare, and the fulfillment of
‘their hopes for mdependence, freedom,
and prosperous life.

(2) Liberation and hzdependeﬂce

Movement

. We as Arabs con51der the liberation of
our nation our primary duty, and that
the ‘struggle in- any part of -the. Arab
homeland for liberation and independence
is part of our struggle as a whole. Thus

we _support and participate in any liber- -

ating movement against foreign influ-
ence, and. for achieving our full freedom,.
unity ancl a prospemus hie for our peo-

support all the movements in the world
which aim at freedom, independence, and
prosperity for enslaved nations.

(3) International Treaties and Pacts

-We, the eonferees, regardless of our
different beliefs and opinions, believe in
friendship among all the peoples of the
world; and in the necessity of their co-
operation, based on mutual benefits and
-equality. Thus we support such friend-
ship and c'_oop'era__tion; and furthermore
we believe that it is far better for our
countries to establish commercial and
“econontieal” relations;” if necessary, with
countries which have no imperialistic
amblt:ons in our homeland.

In the meantine, however, we strug-
gle ‘against all 1nternatlonal pacts and
agreements which ‘aim at depriving us
of our own ‘wealth, ‘and tying us with

employing ‘our potentialities and youth
for another world war. We declare our
deﬁnlte intention not to acknowledge any
agleement which -enSlaves us and con-
- verts our homeland into a satellite of big
imperialist powers. .
(4) Economical, Technical, and Military
Offers . .

The old: methods of imperialism have
been known to our people through their
continuous struggle for their indepen-
dence. Today, the same imperialist pow-
-ers, with the.very same intentions, are
‘trying ‘to conceal those intentions by new
forms of -approach; in order to remain in

- their positions: in- eur homeland, robbing
- its wealth and employing its potentiali-

ties for their own good.
A quern face of imperialism are

4 Lo th il
. ment did: not fulfil the national aspira- : ose military, economical and technical

" tions of the Arab people in Egypt, and in

‘offers which such 1mperlahst powers are
employmg today, in order to dominate
and penefit’ from our national “wealth.
Those technicians and mllltary experts
are only the preliminary missions fo look
for agents, and prepare their ways for
their influence. Therefore, we, as citizens
who resent imperialism in all its forms,
object to any ‘acceptance of such oﬂ'ers,
which conceal the real intentions of im-
petialism,

III. CULTURAL

(2) Enough universities, scientific and
technical institutions should be estab-
lished to meet the policy of compulsory

- and free education in its three stages, in
order to create a new generation capable
of carrying the responsibilities for
civilizing . and progressing the Arab
world. Coeducation should also be en-
couraged in the primary schools.

(3) All possible means should be em-
ployed: for the elimination of illiteracy.

(4) The conference express their pro-
test against the French imperialist at-
tempts to suppress the Arabic language
in North Africa.
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AT UCLA—

Givil- llbertles (ampus Group.
Emerges from Oath I-'lght

By RALPH HODGES G a

LOS ANGELES, Oct. 24 — The first
phase in the struggle- against the new
ROTC loyalty oath is now over at UCLA.
By official count- there were four non-
signers, and sixteen others who qualified
their statements in some way: either by
admitting past or present- membership in
one of the listed organizations, or “asso-
ciation” with one of the groups deemed

to be “subversive,” or. by pleadmg f.he_

First or Fifth Amenments.

The disposition of these latter cases is
now to be left up to the Department of
Defense and, by implication, te the FBI.

Meanwhile, these twenty -young men
are now enrolled “informally” in' ROTC,
which means that while they will receive
units and matriculation credit for ROTC,

they will not be allowed to carry guns nor .

wear the uniform in drill.

Thus the fight against the oaﬂl Hsolf Iml
suspended for. the time being and it has
not ended with a victory, for :civil-liber-
tarian forces. Now, however, the issue has
shifted to the question of ROTC itself and

rights and civil liberties as a whole.

Within a week or two a definite or-:
--ganized move will- be-prade to hold an
-initiative:vote . among the: UCLA stndent

body on the question of the desirability

of compulsory ROTC. If the initiative -
should succeed, then the‘Student Légis--
lative Counecil will be required:-to send a -
letter to the University of California, Re- |
gents demanding the withdrawal of ‘¢om- .

| The YSL’s AIIII I

Although it is ‘doubtful tha,t the Re-. ..
gents will accede ‘to “thé demand, it is -

pulsory ROTC from the- umversxty. :
SUCCESSFUL- MEETING

important to note”that ‘Defense _Depalt-
ment interferende in ‘the affairs of: the
university (both in thé ROTC ‘case and
in the issue of army “clearance” of uni-

personnel) has been very hos_tllely re-
ceived by the Regents. There is a chance
that some pressure might-be- exerted to
have the rider to the appropriations bill,
which set up the oath, dropped.”In any

case there now existy the posmbfhty of
involving many parts of the community -

over the issue of compulsory ROTC and
the encroachment of military -influence
in the sphere of the h1the1to freer uni-
versity world. oo -

Probably the most enceurugmg develop-
ment at UCLA which resulted frem the
ROTC loyalty oath,issue Ilqs been the for-
mation of an nrgcnln!iam for the estab-
lishment of @ local‘American Civil Liber-
ties Unfon unit which will take in students,

- employees, as well as-residents of ‘the
- located. A very successful meeting was re-

‘—including faculty members, €
- students and undergraduates—attended in

" ator, who spoke about the general state
"~ of civil liberties in the United States ‘and

. university administration and will pro-:

" munity. Past experience has demonstrat-
also to the broader question of student -

. gamzatlon.

. aid in the basic transformation-of this se-
- clety into one where the means. of produc-

> - owned and "democratically managed. The
versity professors who -teach military . ygp attempts to make the young workers
--and students, who form i#d arena of dctive
-ity, conscious of the need-for orgdnization

- directed against capitalishi dnd’ Sfulﬁ!lslll.

v

]

fucnlfy members, alumni: n‘nd u‘niversliy

‘Westwood area where the university is -

cently held at which more than 45 peéple
graduate

order to discuss the setting up of ihe:
local ACLU.

The main speaker was Paul Jacobs,
ACLU board member and union negoti-’

also about the function and policies- of
the ACLU, Edgar Warren, director. of
the Institute of Industrial Relatlons,
chaired the meeting.

In the main, the local unit will func:-
tion as an educational group; however,
through the maintenance of liaison with
the loeal group, the main office of the
Southern California ACLU (to whem the
local unit is directly responmb_l_e) wﬂl_ be
able-to exert direct pressure .upon the

vide a needed link with the general com:

ed that the best weapon against the re-
pressive meéasures undertaken by the ad
minisfration is that of, pubhcxty and gen
eral community protest. 5 .

Thus, for -perhaps the first tlme since ;
the ‘academic loyalty oath issue, a real
basis now exists at UCLA for the for=
mation of an effective eivil- hbertles or-

1

Tlle -‘(nng Socialist I.'«lgn- I_s -'u--dmo-'
cratic' socialist -erganization - striving’ to’

tion and distribution shall be collectively

The YSL rejects the concept that shte
'nwnerslup without democratic controls
represents socialism; or that socialism can
be achieved without political democracy. -
or through wndemocratic. means, or in
short in any way other than the conscious -
active participation of the people them- -
selves in the building of the new soclal -
order. The YSL orients toward the work-
ing class, as the class which is capable.of -
leading society to the establishment of
socialism.

JMWCMNM#MYSL

~ JOIN THE YSI. NOW!

YOUNG SOCIALIST: &AGHE
114 West 14 Street :
New York 11, New. York_' ik

E_T I wun! 1o ioln fbe Youug Socialist League.

. .|:] i) vuni' more lnformahen about the Young Socicllsf Lqull.
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LABOR ACTION

TWO REASONS WHY

; By S. ABRAMS
_ Several weeks ago, LABOR ACTION carried &
hlghly enlightening chronology of the Kremlin’s
swift retreat from its new policy of relative
!freedom for the creative writer [October 4:
3 “The Literary GPU in Russia]. What the facts
show can hardly. be disputed.
<; Onee agaln the regime has bound the crea-
'twe writer in the total straitjacket of official
eensorship and dictation from above. As is al-
‘Wways the case in affairs of this kind, a bloodless
purge of no small dimensions has decimated
the ranks of those responsible for order in the
literary world and silenced the voices of those
foolish enough to take the new line seriously.
. Editors.of such literary magazines as Octo-
:ber. and New World have been dismigsed, mem-
bers of the Union of Soviet Writers have been
expelled, and wholesale denunciation of “anti-
social writers” has filled the columns of those
literary newspapers Pravda and Izvestia.
- While this regressive development will no
‘ﬂoubt cause pain to ‘the apologists for the new
‘democratically-minded Malenkov reglme a la

serving at close range the contents of the works
‘that incurred the titanic wrath of the Kremlin
“hierarchy. Where there is smoke, there must be
" fire.

; If Malenkov & Company were frightened in
. g0 short a time by what-came to the surface,
Jperhaps they have good reasons. Perhaps’ this is
@ case where we are confronted, not by a non-
existent “socialist realism” but by plain, ordi-
 ‘mary realism, an accurate and faithful reflec-
4 =1:-10n of the grim realities of Russian-life.

- What we have especmlly in-mind is the furi-
ous reaction of the regime o a play Guests by
‘L. Sorin, which appeared in the second issue of
-he magazine Theatre. The attacks launched
-against Ehrenburg for his trivial fantasy on the
Jwoes of a creative ‘artist are a mild summer
- sbreeze compurea to the lightning and thunder
' whlch Sorin's piece evoked. When we read the
,CI'I'I'I:ISI!IS of this play in the official journals,
-we are not surprised. Sorin's drama is a head-
on: attack on the bureaucratic ruling class.’

z " The plot of the play is fairly simple. A Jurlst by the
name of Kirpitschev, who works and lives-in Moseow,
fakes his family off for a visit to his” relatives in the
country. In the course of the play, deep-going antago-
~ .fisms between Peter Kirpitschev and his father and sis-
- #er come to light and finally lead to a complete break.
Mhe causes of the rupture are worth a detaﬂed presenta-
tlon

- -Ruhnq Class in the Plllory

"+ Kirpitschev is not merely a jurist, a functionary; he
is, according to his father and sister, a corrupt bureau-
“erat; Peter’s father criticizes his son with the authonty
of an Old Bolshevik. He is depicted as a companion-in-
- arms of Dzherzhinsky and a “Hero of the First Five-
~Year Plan.”
: .To his son he says, “The country became stronger.
. and wealthier. And then besides the tireless, indus-
trious worker there appeared, unnoticed, gradually,
such people as you, well-fed, arr ogant bureauerats, who
~_have lost all contact with the people.”

" In itself, criticism and exposure of a bureaucrat, or
-Eureaucrat:sm as such—Literaturnaya Gazeta of May
27, 1954 points out—would not at all be an unhealthy
therhe for a drama. After all, the regime day-in-day-out

* eonducts such a struggle agamqt the bureaucrats who
__havé betrayed their trust. But, it says, what must be
'understood is- that such traits as the heartless and

‘ gelfish Peter Kirpitschev exemplifies are hangovers
from ‘the days of capitalist barbarism, and the state is
‘devoted to their destruction.’

"' But, says Literaturnaya Gazeta, the dramatist Sorin is

‘only interested in presenting the. dark, negative side of

Russian life. And his explanation for the existence of

reaucratic corrupﬂon is a defamation' of the Russian
hi

Isaac Deutscher, we are more interested in ob-.

: Inrhcnc ilds\ she ..
h

* THE ‘NEW LOOK’ WORE OFF s

turnaya - ‘Gazeta adds: "The high functionaries in’ ours, -

the most democratic of countries, who enjoy the confi-
dence of the toilers and. serve them, corrupt everything
t}lemfore because—they are functionaries. . . ."

Literaturnaye Gazeta carries the argument one step
further and says: “In Barbara’s statements the ten-
dency comes to light that sees in the careerists and
bm eaucrats sometkmg similar to an intermediate layer
n our society.”

And the truth is that this idea is presented not only
by the critics of the bureaucrat and bureaucracy, but
by Kirpitschev himself. In defending his own cruel be-
havior toward ordinary people Kirpitschev says: “It is
@ harsh piece of work to hold a responsible post. . . .
One may want to be soft and kind, but it is really im-
possible. The mechanism of the state is, don’t you know,
like an orchestra. If you want to play along with it,
then you have to go along with the rhythm, keep mme
with the beat.”

At this point, Lifteraturnaya Gazela interjects: “For
Kirpitschev, this notion of the ‘state as a cold, blind,
leveling force is natural. The dramatist had the duty
to destroy this ealumny, to expose it and through the
logie of his figures to refute it. But in fact, the drama-
tist hides behind them -and the conversation is broken
off with a remark by Peter’s wife, who, apropos of
her husband’s self-defense, says, ‘How profound that

" is,” and shifts the conversation to another theme.”

The limits of the "new freedom™ under Malenkov, then,
are exactly the same as those under Stalin. Every novel,
drama or poem dealing with social themes must have a
"peositive hero”" and whatever criticisms are directed at
this or that feature of Russian life must be attribuled to
‘capitalist hangovers, remnants of bourgeois ideology,
against which the Russian state fights mercilessly.

Realism Is a Crime

But perhaps if the novelist or dramatist is not per-
mitted the right to extend the range of his' public
criticisms, may he find solace in depth, by treating of
the purely private joys and woes of everyday- life?
Here too the regime has reverted to the old pattern.

The function of literature must be to create an ideal
image of the all-powerful state on which the happiness
and well-being of each individual depends. The idea
that the individual may have a life separate and apart
from the state, that he may pursue goals which can
bring him in conflict with the state, is, in a totalitarian
society, a subversive one.

This is the substance of the regime’s attack on Vera
Panova and her novel Seasons of the Year.

When this novel first appeared in the spring of this
vear, it was highly praised by such critics as P. Gromov
in Svezda and' Marietta Schaginyan in the March 28
jssue of Izvestiz. Both Gromov and Schaginyan were
delighted- with the novel precisely because it dealt with
ordinary life in an honest fashion.

Marietta' Schaginyan could find no higher words of
praise than to say that "Nowhere in her novel does Vera
Panova fall o moralizing.”” And as a foreign critic has
observed, this means she does nof mouth the official
ideology.

Gromov in his turn summarized the heart of the
novel in the following fashion:

“People fall sin love and marry; if they don’t get

.along, they separate; children are born; and they must

be educated; young boys and girls. finish: high. school
or they don’t have -the material means to do so. They

go to the university or they go te work; they leave the:

university or their jobs; people celebrate.birthdays and
the New Year; they think -of how to increase their

wages.and to get more living space; people amuse them-"

selves, expect a child or accompany their dear departed
ones to the graveyard.” :

The delight of Gromov and Schaginyan was short-
lived. .A detailed eriticism of Vera Panova’s novel ap-
peared on May 27 in that great literary organ Pravda,
which also happens to be the official organ of the ruling
state party.

As in Sorin's case, Pravda accuses Panova of paying
*foo much attention to the shadowy sides of the Soviet
reality.” Furthermore, “The heroes of this novel do not
exhibit the characteristic fufures of -our -exceptional
time."

To desecribe the ordinary cycle of the seasons, of the
change from spring to summer, from fall to winter,
what does that matter! Only a petty-bourgeois liter-
ature, says the Pravda critie, is concerned with -ordi-
nary people. “Our writers are called upon to present in
positive artistic form the people of the new type in the

whole: exalted magnitude of their human value.” But -

such people are not present in Panova’s riovel.
One of the-leading figures in the novel is the student,
Seryusha, whu auﬁars £rom.tuberculosis. Seryosha: keeps
a dia; fille ith icommenits~on.his-infatua-

Rarely do any remarks on the official reality intrude.
And this, of course, is one of the crimes commltted by
Panova.

Seryosha’s father is an official who occupies impor-
tant positions in the economy and the party. While
Brotascheviteh, Seryosha’s father, is at first presented
sympathetically, he is exposed in the final section of the
novel as a selfish careerist. And not only Seryosha’s
father but other grown-up responsible people are pre-
sented as self-seekers who perpetually betray their
trust. - :

A whole series of par'!y and state functionaries are

shown in the act of aggrandizing or advancing their own -

fortunes. One has built himself a vila at the expense of
the city administration. Another toadies before those who
are more powerful than himself. A third gets rid of-those

subordinates who refuse to knuckle under to his slightest -

whim.

One -example will suffice. Tschurkin, the mayor of
the city in which the novel is laid, goes out of his.way
to build a house for a general who is writing his
meimoirs. The general complains he cannot write in
peace at home. becanse his daughter’s family is grow-
ing—she has just had twins. The general® needs an-
other house and he gets it.

" These descriptions of the seamy life of the rulmg
class is what Pravda means when it complains that
Panova is too interested in describing the“shadowy side
of Soviet rcality.” To deseribe ordinary people and ordi-
nary things in glowing terms, and at the same time
write critically of the commanding heights, to honestly
present prwate virtues as.against public vices, -this
is a serious crime ?gamst the official ideology.

The Danger of Relaxation

While it is .impossible to generalize from only t{vo
literary works, it is interesting to note that implicit in

the criticisms of both Sorin and Panova is a confliet of

the generations. In Panova’s novel the older people whe

run Russian society are seen through the disillusioned .

eyes of young -people. Of course, Panova may not have
intended . this, or did not want to draw the line too
sharply, since she also has as one of her symbols of
cmruption a young person who plays an important part
in the novel. The parents of this Gennadyi are depleted
as devoted and honest Communists.

In Sorin's play Guests, one of the chief critics of
Kirpitschev, and by implication of the entire bureaucracy,
is his father, the old Bolshevik-Stalinist. Because of his
unimpeachable revolutionary past, Kirpitschev's father
can denounce his son in the name of the old socialist
ideals.

We might add, to borrow a phrase from Oscar Wilde,

that life sometimes imitates art. The criticisms hurled -

against Kirpitschev by his father are very reminiscent
of a scene from Gregory Klimov’s autobiegraphical book
Berlin Kremlin. At one point in his book, Klimov has
a Russian general go on a visit to his peasant father
in the countryside. A conflict similar to that presented
by Sorin takes place,

Anothgr critic of Russian society is described: by
Sorin,
by Literaturnaya Gazeta as standing outside' the main-

stream of Russian society; adopting .a completely. nega-

tive -attitude toward the ruling strata.’
The sudden and spontaneous outburst of qemmte. cre-

ative attempts o depict the grim Russian reality as itis;
reveals. _how little we truly- know about what goes ‘en. -
-inside: Russian society. Despite-more than-two décades.of - -
terror and ‘material-corruption, we .can see thab there - -
exist writers of genuine integrity who ore morally fe-' -

volted by the arrogance and cruelty ‘of -the ruling class.
All the regime has fo do is to relax ever so slightly its

. severe conirol over the writer and:i¥ is immediately con- -

fronted by a sweeping indictment of its misrule,

In the words of Sorin’s character, the source of cor-
ruption lies in one word “power,” the power of the
bureaucracy. -

What would happea if the Malenkov regime were to
relax its controls to an even greater degree? The ques-
tion is superfluous since the regime has decided that
the slightest degree of “freedom” it so graciously grant-
ed is much too dangerous.

And here we can say that literature leﬁects. reality.
For what the regime has been compelled to do in the
literary sphere, it will have'to do in other spheres of
Russian life where it has relaxed the totalitarian terror
and oppression.

Intellectuals, writers and poets do not invent their
theines -and: the feelings they present. If this is how

these more privileged members of Russian society feel,:-

what must: be the: emohons o’f the: masgses, the: feeling
- blinding ligh

irpitschev’s sister Barbara. She is-described -
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The

CERTIFICATION o
HARRISON SALISBURY

ly HAL DRAPER

. Let’s pick up the question of the meamng of Harn-
son ‘Salishury, as-already-excellently skeiched by our
-eontributor A. Stein (October 11: “Sallsbury and R‘us-
sian Slave Labor.”)

Tt has been an interesting phenpmenon, this seties of
articles ‘on “Russia Re-Viewed” by the:returned Mos-
cow correspondent of the N. Y. Times. We propose

‘hefe to look into Salisbury's third artacle ‘of September

21, and then to lock behind it.

Th:s article presumed to be the true 3nd untold story
of how Beria seized Moscow right after Stalin’s death
and then let it go. The ‘evidence for this story was
Salisbury’s own eyes; he saw it happen. It is either
the biggest journalistic scoop of the century, or the big-
gest hoax, or—something else. We shall show that it
is neither a scoop nor merely a hoax.

. Salisbury started off his story with a pithy lead:

. “For about 78 hours in March. of last year, Lavrenti
Pavlowch Beria held Russia in the hollow of his pudgy
hand. He was supreme. There was no one who could’
challenge him—not Malenkov, not Khrushchev, not
Molotov, not the army.

“At any moment within those fateful hours, Beria
might have proclaimed himself dictator, all-supreme
ruler of Russia, heir of Stalin.

“He did not do so, and in that failure to act he_
sea!ed his own fate. ...

The scoop would seem-to be clear. How does- Sahsbury
know this happened? He explains that he “is in posses-
sion of an almost complete picture of what occurred in
Moscow in the hours immediately after the official an-
nouncement of Stalin’s death.”

This "almost complete picture™ he got from riding
around the streets of Moscow in the Times staff car, he
explains.

A Quirk in Red Square

He explains in detail that at 4 am. on March 6,
when -the -Moscow radio’ announced Stalin’s death, he
was keeping vigil at the Central Telegraph Office. The
night was quiet. His chauffeur got the flash on the
car radio and told him. He and the-other reporters filed
bulletins but the wires were completely blocked for 312
hours. During this hiatus Salisbury “made several tours
of the city.” Nothing in particular was happening.

But from 6 a.m. on, he deseribes how MVD troops
took over the city. Truck convoys converged quietly on
the city center, each with a detachment of MVD sol-
diers; gradually they accumulated in a pattern in the
open squares. By 9 “there were thousands of troops in
the central part of the city and great lines of trucks.
Columns of tanks had also made their appearance on
upper Gorky Street.” They all bore the MVD insignia.

. There was a crowd in Red Square, collected to ‘see

Stalin’s body brought out of the Kremlin; MVD police

- slowly cleared the square and adjacent spaces. All

traffic was brought to a halt in the heart of the city.
All the main streets and arteries of the city were lined,
cordoned, barricaded by thousands of troops, plus
trucks and tanks. “There was an iron collar around
Moscow's heart” up to 4 p.m. on March 9. “During’
those hours not one person entered or left the center
of Moscow without leave of the’ MVD command, Beria’s
command.”

But-“by one of those strange quirks of fate,” Salis-
bury and his Times car was an -exception. Since the
Times office in the Hotel Metropole was “right in the
heart of this dead area,” since the car had been oper-
ating since the small hours of the morning and was
within this area, then— '

", .. by one of those strange quirks of fcie. it con-
finiied to operate within the closed ring during all those
hours. molested and threatened repeatedly by the MVD
But somehow continuing to pass through the seven police
lines that barred the way. . . ." )

At this point we must expect the scoop, forcertainly
up to now Salisbury has been describing a scene which,
by its very terms, was known to all citizens and a.ll
correspondents. Apparently no one was surprised. As
we shall see, not even Salisbury thought anything pe-
culiar was happening, considering that the event was
the death of Stalin. The dictator who topped the hier-
archical structure lay dead; No. 1"was gone; anything
might happen in this stralghtgacketed totalitarianism;
the jittery heirs in the Kremlin had reason to fear
vengeance and hatred; a network of MVD troops lay
over the people of the city—«wha,t could be a more nat-

ural reaction on the part of the tyrantson top?

Smash Climax

But the scoop does not come. For Salisbury has abso-
lutely nothing else to report, in spite of the “strange
quirk of fate.” On the confrary, his further account
makes his lead paragraphs seem stranger and stranger.

For the reader has been led to believe he is reading

_about a coup d’etat, or attempted coup d’etat or near-
* coup d’etat. Yet we have already seen that the Times
"car .and the not-unknown Salisbury circulated pretty
freely within- the very lines- of the MVD pincer that

~ Moscow in 1t3r dread 1ron grasp. Tt Was- stoppgd

- pared:
~dids

MVD. guards found- out that it was only a harmless
Ameﬁcan reporter who was moseying around insidethe
“iron collar.”

. Salisbury’s theory was that this was a “strange quirk
of fate.” He does not mention'the alternative hypothesis
that nothing particular was happening and that the
MVD guards simply didn’t care.

‘This sfrange scoop contiiues in the same way. The very
next “exclusive” vignette: we' get is two- days‘ later,

- March 8: "Not -long after dawn, | left the -Metropole

Hotel and made ‘my-way: past sleepy seniry-lines, past
curbside campfires, where some #roops were whiling
away hours, playing accordions and stamping out tunes
with their soft leather boots. . . ."

All this while Beria is holding Russia
of his pudgy hand . .. supremie,” etc., but his embattled
tréops in Moscow are dancing to keep boredom away.

. Not only that, but Salisbury is on his way to the
railway station to check on a rumor, and nobody is pay-
ing him a never-mind. It is a very disconcerting coup.

Moreover; at the railway station he finds that “All
trains out of Moscow were running, but no trains into
Moscow. . . ."From this, amazingly, he concludes that
“Moscow was a city truly sealed off. .. .”

Right after this, comes a real adventure: “Later that
day, by dint of simply walking past the sentry posts
with a resolute air, I strolled right into Red Square.”

It has the very flavor of E. Phillips Oppenheim, the
derring-do of a spy picture by Hitchcock.

Salisbury is coming to the smash climax. He is in

the heart of the heart, now. What secrets will elude

his steely eye? He looks around him in Red Square. All
is “deathly quiet.” But is he fooled? No.

True, the square is deserted. There are guards at all
the entrances to the Kremlin, so he can’t get in there,
even with a resolute air. But hark! something is hap-
pening—some workmen are busily chiseling the name
of Stalin on the stone of the Mausoleum. Salisbury
pulls out his resolute air, cocks it, and—

"A colonel of the MYD was supervising the work,
Beria's colonel. | strolled over and watched |dly. No one
paid any attention. ... 7

Mitty-Type Scoop -

AND THEN IT HAPPENED! Like a bolt from the
blue—it took place—exclusively in Salisbury’s ‘presence
—with no other reporters around—the event which is
the basis for the whole article. ’

A thought struck him.

Or as he puts it with such seeming nonchalance, “It
was then that the thought struck home so sharply.”

This, in fact, is why no other correspondent in Mos-
cow ever got the sénsational story. Because the event
took place within Salisbury’s skull.

Reporters have prayed for natural scoops like this,
but to few is it given. '

The blinding thought that strikes him in the “deathly
quiet” of Red Square is that the troops controlling the
city belong to the MVD, only the MVD. This is a new
thought for him? Not exactly. He starts imagining:
Suppose army troops wanted in? Why, they could en-
ter only with MVD permission or by fighting their way
street by street through the barricades.”

He imagines the air force challenging the MVD
“orip”: No, he shakes his head (standing there thun-
derstruck in the deathly quiet of Red Square while the
MVD colonel watches workmen tapping on stone)—neo,
planes would be “perfectly useless.” Suppose the planes
bomb the city to “rubble”? No (he decides, as this ter-
rific battle for Moscow is fought out while the MVD
colonel yawns and lights another cigarette), even bomb-
ing the city to rubble wouldn’t break the MVD’s “grip.”

‘The Beria revolution gets even more exciting. Sup-
pose the men in the Kremlin wanted to leave right now?
Could they get out? No (he thinks acutely to himself,
as the MVD colonel seratches his bald head), no, they’'d
have to get Beria’s permission, that’s what.

There is a final crushing argument that sweeps away
all doubt: If I can understand this (he thinks), then
of course Malenkov & Co. are just as smart: “It was
not likely that the men in the Kremlin had failed to
note that .they were, in effect, the prisoners of the
MVD.” '

Alternative Fantasy

.« « Well, enough of this tomfoolery. We have seen
Salisbury's scoop. It is at this point that insensibly the
point of Salisbury's article begins to shift away from the
conclusion so boldly announced, apparently, in the lead.
paragraphs. He veers away from expressions which might
imply that Beria really had pulled a coup. He begins to
imply that the events merely showed all of a sudden what
he MIGHT have done if he had wanted to.

We get the suggestion of an alternative fantasy by
Salisbury. For the first time Beria’s colleagues realized
—or must have realized—how powerful the MVD is.
It is implied that somehow those naive colleagues had
never quite grasped before how they were at Beria’s
mercy. And what was Beria himself doing? He himself
hadn’t realized- what he represented, so “he overplayed

“in the hollow .

his hand -so-badly at a moment when-he was not pre- -
strxke :Eor full mastery of. Russaa!. _Perhaps he

These laughable remarks are presented seriously. The -
reader must have believed at the beginning of the
article that he was reading an aecount of an MVD
move made unbeknown to and behind the backs™ of
Malenkov. Now it turns out (by suggestion, alterna-
tively) that nothing of the sort happened. The MVD .
did only what it was supposed to do. Then how did
Beria “overplay his hand”? It does not matter, because' ;
the whole thing is a fantasy.

As a matter of fact, Salisbury himself mentions that
the mass deployment of the MVD troops on this occa=
sion used “the basic movement plans that twice a year
for many years had been employed on May Day and.
on Nov. 7. ...” But somehow that old. fox Stalin had
never gotten the point of it all.

Furthermore, the thought apparently eccurs to Suli» i
bury: how about the argument that the-party conirold
the MVD, and not the one man Beria? He gives himself
away with the ignorant, crude, flat assertion: "the MVD
was not-just a group of initials. If was not just a-depart
ment of the government. It was an individual.” Few- olli :
servers of fhe Russian reality are so vulgar, ;

Besides, hadn’t it been speculated that Beria was m '?
longer even top dog in the MVD any more? With the °
consisteney: of fantasy, Salisbury merely asserts that .
“it is.also likely that he had only in the final hours of
Stalin’s life regained full and unchallenged control oves
the MVD.” No evidence either way, but it.doesn’t mat=°
ter. Two sentences later, this changes to the flat stateﬂ
ment, “Beria‘got back his MVD.”

Further evidence? At Stalin,’s bier; Salisbury detect-
ed in Beria’s speech that “he sounded just a little con~
descendmg” toward the other top tyrants. It must ha.vo
been in his tone or the tilt of his pmce-»nez, for there
is no evidence adduced.

So, sinece Beria had shown himself too dangerous tO'
his.fellow dlctators, his end had to ‘come.

. : P

Certified by Moscow S

The whole article from start to finish is a ridiculoust’
farce, if taken at face value. That in itself would not:
be ‘noteworthy. It merely points to what one had a rights
to suspect before, with®*regard to Sahsbury To put it:
brutally but with scientific pleclslon, Sallsbury is a;
political idiot.

In this respect Sahshury is not unique, but even on
this field there s a unique distinetion. which-he- does
enjoy. It is worth mentioning sinece it is a prerequisite.
for his more important role.

We remind readers how Salisbury got into his post.
as Moscow correspondent of the Times. The Times had!
been having some trouble keeping a correspondent in:
that capital. When it sent in correspondents who under-.-
stood a bit°about the ABC of politics, the Kremlin madei *
it too hot for them, as it easily could. But when Salis-.
bury came in, he stuck. He became the heir to the tra< .
dition of* Wa.}ter Duranty, that other political idiot’ wl'ro
had made a career out of a peculiar relationship to thet
Kremlin as correspondent. Bl

The situation was analogous to the bouncing of Ken-,
nan as U: S. ambassador. It has often been argued that
Kennan was personwa non grate because he was simply:
too knoewledgeable, -We are ready to believe that. The:
Kremlin has followed the same pattern with the N. Y.«
Times’ ambassadors.

Whof kind of Times correspondent does the I(remllll?
want? A pro-Stalinist? Such a theory would be downs:
right silly. They have shown themseives willing to sette:
for something less, yet more useful in certain respects:
a political idiot. Salisbury's tenure in Moscow shows thak:
he was tested and classified. As we said, there are many:
political idiots around, but few who can accurately and:
provably be -described as Certified Political:idiot. ‘Moss
cow possesses this classifying. service. 4

The Meaning of Salisbury

.But this is only what makes Salisbury’s role possible..

And Salisbury’s role has already been. indicated by:
Comrade Stein. It would be a big mistake to believe or:
even suspect that Salisbury is a concealed Stalinoid; or -
crypto-Stalinist, as has been suggested: on occasion byj-'
some New Leader writers and others. -

Moscow has a whole stable of characters whose po=
litical  function in various countries is to act as dis-’
tribution agencies for' pro-Stalinist propaganda (in’
addition to the open Stalinist propagandists): But. Sal-‘ ;
isbury-is not properly among’ these either, - oA

TLike Walter Duranty in his time, Salisbuty c¢an per—
form’ his function only as an anti-Stalinist. His function:
is' to act as conveyor-belt for installing illusions :at.hc:ﬂ.li‘.J
Stalinism in' the minds of anti-Stalinists.

The: impact of his series of articles as a whole is l'pr-
implant, foster, nourish and strengthen ilfusions abouf the!
character of the new Malenkov regime in the opinions of:
staunch, immovable, ignorant ANTI-Stalinists — like the:
majority of American intellectuals, let alone. ﬂie Ameri«;
can people, i

This function is directed to people ‘who would not:
even read two lines of an article that seemed to be kind'
to. the Russians, as well as people who might read-it.
only to scoff; to people who would not believe a word:
of what they read on such a subject even. (say) in thQi
Nation.

This is no esoteric “conspiracy” theory. It is a vergk
plam gamb:t long known to manipulators of qullc.
opinion in every country. The Kremlin has a line;
which, it .is well known, it wishes to suggest to its
enemies, an opinion to be held of the new Malenkov.
regime: the opinion that this post-Stalin regime is.
softer, susceptible to democratic ideas, more honorable,l
an important change from Stalin.

How does Salisbury's fuufusy about Beria’s 78 llour
accomplish: this? The answer is plain. A

One of the biggest blows, perhaps the blggest. smgl
blow, to the illusion that the Malenkov régime is a re-
gime of more democrat:caﬁymmded ‘gentlemen who.
were s:mply revolted by "Stalin’s -crimes and who, &
yearmng to brmg a fJ:ee an' mto Russm, was ‘the. f

|}




[Continued from page 1)

The agreement on the Saar, for instance,
has a clause prohibiting agitation for a
change in its status in either France or
Germany. Once a plebiscite is held, Saar-
landers themselves are prohlb]ted from
-.agitating against a change in the status
of the territory.

. This is, of course, an infringement of
the civil liberties and political freedoms
of Germans, Frenchmen and Saarland-
ers. But quite aside from that, the agree-
ment has been worked out on the assump-
tion that the plebiscite will approve of
the “internationalization” of the Saar as

citizens of the territory should vote to
reject this idea (and they presumably
will have full politcal freedom during
the election) the Adenauer-Mendeés-
France agreement has no provision as
to what would be done.

. The immediate uncertainties are of
this. order. Of course, the long-range un-
certainties are far more grave. These re-
volve around the whole question of what
kind of Germany will evolve in the event
of rearmament under present circum-
stances, and the diplomatic course which
‘would be pursued by Germany once she
as been rearmed. (See LABOR ACTION
‘or October 11.)

* The most serious indictment of the Paris

an economic appendage of France. If the.

freaty is that it introduces nothing new
into the equation of a decaying Western
Europe. No new social forces are aroused
or liberated, and no institutional frame-
work is created which could give the oid
continent a new lease on life. Europe con-
tinues ynder the domination of the United
States as the chief prize and battieground
of the cold war between the U. 5. and
Russia,

UNSTABLE DEAL

This was most clearly spelled out in
the controversy between Dulles and
Mendés-France over the latter’s demand
that the Western European Union be
_given control over the distribution of
American military aid to its various
members.

Mendés-France's motive in this was to
give France a controlling voice, or at
least a good measure of control and su-
pervision over the flow of arms from the
United States to Germany. But at least

_his proposal would have given some de-

gree of reality, some powers, to the
Western European Union. The United
States rejected his demand out of hand,
thus retaining in its own grasp the eco-
nomic levers by which to exert the heavi-

est pressure on each of the members of.

the WEU.
It is true that there is some vague
verbiage in the treaty about economic

NEW YORK CITY—Answering a de-
nial by Governor Dewey’s counsel that
Charles (Lucky) Luciano, racketeer, in
prison in 1943, offered to give the gover-
nor the names of Carlo Tresca'’s slayers
in exchange for freedom, Michael Stern,
magazine writer, insisted this week that
*such an offer was made to someone close
to Mr. Dewey.”

; "Luciano himself told me voluntarily of
‘his offer in an ‘inferview in Rome (I had not
‘mentioned the Tresca case to him),” Stern
says in his answer, "and his statement
was subsequently confirmed by high-rank-
_ing law-enforcement officials who knew
about the offer when it was made."

Commenting, Norman Thomas, head of
. the Trésca Memorial Committee, which
released the Stern reply to the press,
said:

" “This controversy arose from a state-
ment Michael Stern gave our committee
dbout an offer of information concerning

that Luciano said he made. He was freed
by Governor Dewey in 1946 without ref-
- erence to such an offer. ... -
“Now comes Mr. Stern’s reply. As the
Tresca committee’s chairman, it is my
business  simply to stress one point:
Since we have confidence that- Mr. Stern
reported ‘the Luciano interview correct-
ly, and since we can see no reason why
Luciano should have lied to him in his
voluntary, unsolicited declaration about
the Tresca matter, the question remains:
To what higher-up was Luciano’s offer
- made? Or, as Mr. Stern worded it in his
first statement, ‘If the governor did not
receive_and reject that proposal, who
did sidetrack it and thus block the course
‘of justice?'”
When Governor Dewey freed Luciano,
-‘cutting 40 years from his maximum sen-
tence of b0, he éxplained that upon this
mnation’s entry into the war, “Lucianc’s
- aid was sought by the armed services in
inducing others to provide information
concerning possible enemy attack. It ap-
pears that he cooperated in such effort.”

Objecting to Stern’s assertion that
both the army and navy had declared
‘they knew of no usable information given
by Lueciano, Dewey’s  attorney’s letter
said: “The facts known to us.demon-
strate clearly that Luciano did partici-
ate in projects authorized by respon-
sible navy officials and that considerable
information was transmitted, much of
which was of value.”

_ "Here is my authority on that point,”
Stern's reply says. "Major General Wil-
liam - J. Donovan, wartime chief of the
- Office of Strategic Services, said blunty:
:The convicted panderer’s alleged aid dur-
iag the war was nothing but chedp talk
from irresponsible persons and completely
without foundation.'...Former Represent-
ative W. Kingsland Macy, in a speech July
17, 1951, cited testimony by Col. George
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Lucky Luciano, Gov. Dewe v,
And the Tresca Murder Case

the 1943 killing of Tresca, Italian editor, °

narcotic agent, who told the U. S. Senate

: Crime Investigating Committee that all of

the armed forces had categorically de-
nied that Luciano had furnished any in-
formation to them or given them any
service. , . . And the New York Times, on
February 14, 1954, stated that 'The army,
navy, and Office of Strategic Services
have said that their records contain no
evidence of assistance from Luciano.'"

On the day of the commutation, ac-
cording to Stern, the racketeer’s attor-
(ney, Moses Polakoﬁ' stated pubhcly that
Luciano had aided the invasion of Sicily
by enabling the authorities to find many
Sicilians who gave data of military
value about conditions in Italy.

“Not only did Mr. Dewey not deny
this,” Stern avers, “but when Robert
Ruark, Scripps-Howard Newspapers col-
umnist, interviewed the governor’s coun-
sel (Charles Breitel), he was told in a
monitored- telephone - conversation, that
the precise.aid furnished by the gangster
was that he organized Sicilian fishermen
into an anti-submarine patrol off Nova
Scotia. This explanation was as phony
as a three-dollar bill."™

Stern recalls that in True Magazine
for November 1952 he told of a letter
which Charles R, Haffenden, “politician
and former lieutenant-commander in
Naval Intelligence, wrote at the request
of Luciano’s lawyer, to Charles Breitel,
counsel to Governor .Dewey, telling him
of “the great value that Lucky’s secret
contribution to the war effort had been.”

The Gérman Pact — —

and cultural collaboration among the na-
tions which have signed it. And Mendés-
France has talked about French-German
economic collaboration and joint "ece-
nomic effort” in the French colonies in
North Africa. This is the revival of an
idea suggested to the French by Hitier in
1940-41, which was rejected by them then.
If anything ever comes of it, this will sim-
ply mean a European deal for the joint
exploitation of Africans. In these times
this can hardly be a firm foundation for
peace and prosperity in Europe.

The"Paris treaty is a fitting capstone
for the efforts of the United States to
“organize”
since the cold war broke out, It is a truly
jerry-built structure which does not even
incorporate any of the theoretical advan-
tages of the European Defense Com-
munity scheme for the economic and po-
litical integration of that area.

There is nothing in it to arouse the
hope of the workers for a better eco-
nomic deal for them. It contains no for-
mula for the creation of a really power-
ful military force; the morning after the
treaty was proclaimed, the head of the
NATO forces stated that even with Ger-
many’s military contribution, the “West”
would have to use atomic weapons on a
large scale to offset the “massed hordes”
the “East” could throw at them. It makes
no contribution to.the unification of Ge:—
many.

STATION TO NOWHERE

Thus, the treaty of Paris is another
station on a road which leads nowhere.
It has come into being to fill thé erying
need for a real, democratic, independent
Western Union. But such 2 union can be
created only by peoples and governments
which have rid themselves of 'the dead-
hand control of the old ruling classes and
of the United States which seeks to main-
tain a Europe which it can control and
manipulate in its own world interests.

But it is clear that even when the
working-class political and union move-
ments in Britain and Germany, and in
part in France, oppose the present strue-
ture, they do so often for the wrong rea-
sons, or for individual considerations
which are quite right in themselves, but
which fail to add up to an alternative
program which could fire the imagination
and mobilize the masses of the common
people behind a really progressive pro-
gram for the mtegratwn of Europe.

Thus, they find in every case that they
are dragged behind their governments,

and in the end have to choose among.al- .

ternatives none of which correspond to.
the real interests of peace and of the
workers themeslves. Or, if they refuse
to choose among such alternatives, they
tend to degenerate into a sterile and iso-
lated opposition of carping critics rather
than a mighty organizer of a new world.

The structure erected at Paris will
hardly withstand the political and social
pressures which will beat upon it in the
months and years ahead. The task of or-
ganizing Europe on a democratic, inde-
pendent basis remains as necessary and
even as pressing as ever. The formation

.of such a truly Independent’ Western

Union must become a central slogan

among the consistently democratic and -

revolutionary groupings in the European
labor movement.

Harrison Salisbury — —

IContinued from page 7)
tates, constituted a collective leadership
and, wham! before you could turn
around, they again were wolves rending
each other. One had his throat cut. It
turned out to be Beria.

It looked like the old murderous pack,

"rather than the lately scrubbed and

dressed-up Collective Leadership That
Was Going to Lead Russia Back to De-
mocracy just as fast as they could re-
condition their regrettably bestialized
people. . . .

In the second place, the‘l.e were even
reports, and some evidence, that of the
whole bloody pack Beria had even played
the. role of the more “liberal”—being
victim of the anti-Semitic “doctors’
plot,” for example.

Salisbury provides a different story.

Was Beria murdered by his collective
friends in the familiar wolf-struggle for
power among tyrants? No, you see, he
was the one who overreached himself for
power; he had stepped out of line; he
was the greedy, grasping, power-hungry
type; he had broken the Collective Lead-

ership and of course had to be put in his .

place.so ithat. the New Course -could

Is this just a hypothesis on our part?
Not a bit. It is fo this very conclusion that
Salisbury devotes the whole last part of
the article under discussion. Salisbury
draws the moral himself.

He forthrightly attacks the “legend”
that Beria was a great “liberal” He
cites Beria’s bloody record as MVD chief

+ against this legend, as well as a spe-

cious but uninteresting argument of an-
other sort. There is no formal connection
between this whole section and the thrill-
ing tale of the 78 hours—eéxcept the fact
that the former caps the latter. But the
connection is not mysterious.

Where did Salisbury get pumped up
with this tale of the Beria coup, or
would-be coup, or ecould-be coup, or what-
ever it was? We do not know, of course,
and it doesn’t matter. Does Salisbury
himself know—and why should he? It is
even reasonable to assume that he was
actually convinced that he thought of the
whole ridiculous thing- his.own very self.
This is not an interesting field for specu-.
lation, except perhaps for . Salisbury’s
friends and relatives.

What is politically demonstrable is the
role which a Harrison Salisbury can play
m sprll-‘e}fadmg basic: rIlusmns about Stalin

Europe against Stalinism

The ISL Program |

in Brief

The Independent Socialist League stands
for socialist democracy and agaimst the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism,

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
olized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a new social system, in
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever #
holds power, is a brutal totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. lts agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, ere
unrelenting enemies of socialism and have
nothing in common with socialism—which
caonnot exist without effective democratic
control by the people.

" These two camps of capitalism and Stcl-
inism are today at each other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivairy for domi-
nation, This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the
people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism
stands for building and strengthening the
Third Camp of the people against both
war blocs.

The ISL, as o Marxist movement, looks .

to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the

ideas of socialism in the labor movement
and among all other sections of the people. -

At the same time, independent Socialists
participate actively in every struggle teo

better the people’s lot now—such as the-

fight for higher living standards, agains?
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the #rade-union move-
ment. We seek to join together with oll
other militants in the labor movement cs
a ieft force working for the formation of
an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the fight
for socialism are inseparable. There con'
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out socialism, and there can be no social
ism without democracy. To enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Socialist
League!
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