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:Vote on Cyprus: The
Theory of the Lesser Ally

By PHILIP COBEN
. The: little island of Cyprus, lying between

' " Greece and Turkey in the Mediterranean, is no

important world power; on the contrary. Yet it
. now becomes a world issue, and not merely an

" . issue between Britain and Greece, with the defi-

nitive United States government’s announce-

- ment. of its decision to vote against self-deter-

mination for Cyprus.
. Let'no one charge us with. ar‘aﬁcrally inflat-
- ing a‘ small quarrel. It is Washmgton that has

AR now -done this. -

. For the sake ﬁf"ﬂw "'sim‘hgic udvunhqes"
.of using the Cypriol's' home as a military base,
- it has decided to ignore any and all of the po-

litical, moral or diplomatic advantages of suit-

_ing its actions to its democratic talk—even this
. once, even in connection with this small island.
In:-doing so Washington has definitively illus-
trated and dramatized the essence of U. S. for-

- eign policy under both Truman and Eisenhow-
er: “Miitarize, militarize, ,militarize—this is
the primary answer to the challenge of Stalinist
imperialism. Everything else has to be subordi-
- nated to:building up armed power. Democracy

- may be trampled on, colonialism supported, re-

. actionary dictators propped up and even in-
stalled in power—everything goes as long as
- ‘more guns can be counted. . ..”
Cyprus is such a small stake for an interna-
- tional quarrel? Well, so much the more drama-
tically does it illustrate the line of U. S. impe-
- rialism, which cannot make even a small demo-
¢ eratic gesture in this case.

Agonizing Choice
- There.is another special aspect of the Cyprus

: -issue which - particularly  underlines the reac-
-~ tionary military-imperialist content of U. S.

policy.
-No.one (not even the British who use the

- -argument for the record) believes that it is “the

- Communists™ who are behind the Cypriot move-
.ment.for Enosis (fusion) with Greece. As we
shall see, the record is perfectly clear on the

. - desire of the overwhelming majority of the peo- -
“ple for union with Greece. And Greece is an

*“honored’” ally of the U. S. and a sovereign

~member of NATO in defense of what is called-
~the “free world.”
= .Not.only that but if there are any rambunc-

‘tious Stalinists on Cyprus to any effective ex-

- tent, the Greek government is likely to repress

. them even more brutally, more undemocratic-

ally, than the British; so that certainly Wash-

ington cannot argue that the fusion of Cyprus
with Greece would or might open the island up
for the well-known Washingtonian nightmare
cof “Communist infiltration.” On the contrary,
insofar as Cypriot Stalinists make hay out of

| . present British mastershlp, thelr opportunltles

- British . stood foursquare behind you”

Shift in Policy:
Openly Votes for (i olomallsm in the Ul

China and the 13:
Who Won What?

By HAL DRAPER

The State Department seems to be very
happy about the fact that it was able to round
up the non-Stalinist votes in the UN for inter-
vention against- Stalinist China on the case of
the alleged American “spies.” Anthony Nut-
ting, the British delegate to the UN, seems to
be very happy about the fact that he can tell
the American people: “See how staunchly we
even
though Britain recognizes Pe1p1ng Chlangs

"delegates are probabty happyte.-

The practical effect of this U. S. vict-ory in
the UN, however, would seem to be a great deal
more doubtful.

Let us assume that the Americans who are
held are detained illegally and unjustly, as the
U. S. charges. Some cautions on this point will
be mentioned below, but certainly, of course,
the brutal Stalinist masters of China would not
hesitate to pursue this sort of game if they saw
advantage in it.

{Continued on page 3}
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: Now the U.S,

Vote on Morocco: Lodge
Plumps for France’s. Rule

By BERNARD CRAMER

One day after the U. S. announced its deci-
sion to cast its UN vote in favor of Britain
against Cyprus [see story in eolumn one], U. S.
delegate Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. put this coun-
try on the side of colonialism on a secorid issue
—UN consideration of the question of freedom
for Morocco.

-Like the question of Cs prus, the Moroccan
issue at the UN is even more important in its
meanmg for U. 8. foreign policy than in its
meaning for the Moroccan people (who have

-other ways of winning freedom than mere re« -

liance on a UN 'vote). ¢
In fact, with the Moroccan stand of the an{e
Department following the Cyprus declaration, |
a N. Y. Times editorial started seeing "a general
shift of United States policy . . . toward a
hands-off attitude -in these so-called colonial

_issues,” that is, to use straight English, foward

open support of the colonialist powers against .
all appeals to the UN by the subject colonial
peoples. :
Actually, there has not been a shift in policy
&Turn to last pege)

U.S.-Adenauer Rearmament Policy
Is Losing Qut Against Socialists

By GORDON HASKELL

The ratification of the Paris agreements and the actual rearmament of Western Germany =
-are ‘still far from being accomplished facts. It appears that the opposition to West German

rearmament is mounting both in that country and in France, and the Russian government is

doing its utmost to help this opposition along.

-The most recent action of the Stalinist government in Moscow has been to send notes to -

Paris, London and Washington informing the peo

tered there that “the remilitarization of West-
ern Germany will make impossible her unifica-
tion with the peace-loving East Germans into

. one state.”

This threat by the Russion government could

be expected. But coming at this moment, it.

tends to reinforce the growth of sentiments and
movements which are actually non- or anti-
Stalinist, but which oppose the rearmament of
Germany for their own reasons.

“In the first place stands the Social-Demo-
cratic Party of Germany which has opposed
the rearmament of its own country until such
time as it achieves complete equality with all
other nations in Europe, and only under cir-
cumstances which will not prevent the unifica-
tion of the country. The SPD insisted right
along that the rearmament of West Germany

_kuld bar such umﬁcatlon for the foreseeable

ples of the world and the governments cen-

tention to the hilt. And it appears that it is be-

ing accepted as correct by an inereasing section -

of the people of West Germany.

SHIFT TO SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS

In the recent elections in Bavaria, Chanecellor
Adenauer’s Christian Democratic Union lost 20
per cent of the vote it polled in 1953. It lost a
quarter of a million votes in the elections in
Hesse, and in West Berlin the Social-Democrats

~came up with an actual majority of all the votes

counted. Furtifermore, Adenauner’s coalition in
Bavaria has split apart, and it appears that the
Social-Democrats will form a coalition state
government with the Bavarian separatists and
the Free Democrats.

it is true that the rearmament of West Gers

mcny was noi necessquly the only or even the
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' ~ Discussion Meetings That Fathered the Right Turn—

How Reuther S Bram Trust Adopted the New Line

By JACK WILSON

DETROIT, Dec. 11—When at the CIO convention
Walter Reuther and Emil Mazey pounced on Michael
Quill of the Transport Workers Union for advocating
the formation of a labor party at the convention, they
were presenting the “new line” of the Reuther leader-
ship of the United Auto Workers Union.

The "new approach”™ to the American pohhcul
scene came after many discussions, including a fairly
representafive gathering of ex-socialists, one-time
pro-labor-party advocates, and others who are con-
sidered Reuther's cadre in the UAW, which took p!cce
after the November 2 election

It was in line with this decision that Roy Reuther
for example, was at the New Orleans meeting of the
Democratic National Committee advocating persua-
sively the unity of the Democratic Party.

These top-level discussions were partly reflected in
the caustic remarks Reuther made in replying to
Quill’s criticism of the Democratic Party, for Quill
was guilty of the kind of “sectarianism’” which the
UAW leaders scorn and reject (with precisely the
-arguments that Lewis Coser uses in his contemptu-
ous article on sects and sectarians in the current issue
of Dissent).

®

Back to the Swamps

In summary form—and as objectively as posmble——-
the viewpoint of the Reuther cadre may be outlined
as follows:

" @ Due to the dynamic character of American capital-
ism, and the different historical background of its
development, the political course of events has taken
a turn unxepected and unexplained by any so-called
socialist thmkers, including oursélves when we were
socialists. There is no need nor room for a socialist
movement in America. Its advocates past and present
were dOOmed to sectarian sterility since the Amerlcan
_scene is basically different from Europe..

. ® We do not deny that in England and on the Conti-
~tient there is mneed for labor parties, and the old
. schemas do have significance. But it simply isn’t true
in’ America. The two-party structure fits the Ameri-
can society better than any other conceivable pattern,
and, broadly speaking, the Democratic Party may be
termed the party of the people.
o Our experience in Michigan—and we of the UAW
- dié"far ahead of the rest of the labor movement here
—shows what excellent results can be achieved by
" Kaving working harmony and unity with outstanding
progressive leaders like Soapy Williams. It would be
absurd to push for control of this party or for our
own candidates when we have such excellent allies
" and terrific vote-getters like Williams with us. We
would be guilty of stupid seciurmmsm fo attempt any
such tactics.

[Parenthetically, nobody denies more vig“Or—
ously and vehemently than Michigan CIO leaders
any charge that they are trying to capture the
Democratic Party in Michigan. A good case in
point was the violent attack by Gus Scholle on
Fay Calkins. for her book on the CIO in politics,
in which she concluded that the CIO was captur-
ing the Democratic Party here because of the
many delegates it controlled. Scholle pointed out
that in that year, 1950, the CIO let Williams
write his own ticket.]

-® In New York, our policy signifies working with
.Harriman and with Carmine DeSapio, for the Demo-
~eratic Party in New York is the best vehicle for po-
litical action, even though many CIO leaders, influ-
-~ enced by the existence of the Liberal Party and the

“radical” milieu of New York, lose sight of this and
-go off on tangents like the Roosevelt mess. Success in
politics does need to take into account the attitudes
of the large blocs of voters, including the Catholics.
¥f you can get Harriman, a New-Dealer, with Catholic
support, but you lose that suport to get Roosevelt,
who after all is less qualified. than Harriman for a
.f?ig'job, why bother? We were right in supporting
- Harriman, no matter what the CIO convention or
New York labor leaders thought, then.

& M's shieer nonsense to denounce "party bosses,” and
; repeat arguments that the Republicans used

. -against us. The so-called "boss system™ in American
iﬁllhcs mlly is. noi as unsuvory as seems.- Enlmryr or- .

"-"'t:he R ' "'ther 'l ' aders}n' as the an"we P

and work with them. DeSapio, Tammuny s leader, fits
into this pattern very well.

o Our political task in America is facilitated by the
split in the Republican Party; and through a prudent
policy of social reform and through working in har-
mony with Democratic Party leaders in Congress, we
can win the election in 1956. Fortunately, we have
many fine candidates, from Stevenson who is the best
of them all to Harriman and perhaps Williams.

e What our critics, and we ourselves, have failed to
grasp thoroughly are the important changes taking
place in the Democratic Party, especially the rise of
a new, powerful liberal wing in the South. Of course,
many of them have to be educated on the Negro ques-
tion, but so does the whole country. And many of
them, even good people like Senator Fullbright, are
blind when it comes to issues like minimum-wage
laws, but they too can be brought along: We do see
eye-to-eye with them on most foreign-policy questions,
and on’'the domestic scene they do tend to go along
with our kind of legislative program. And they did
vote to censure McCarthy

[At the CIO convention, the PAC resolution
gave special emphasis to this viewpoint on the
new Democratic Party in the South.]

e While such a perspective could be changed by a
drastic economic turn downward in America, and we
would have perhaps to reappraise our outlook, this is
not likely since we are in a Permanent War Economy.
Sure, unemployment will be a bit of a problem but
it can be worked out’with the pressures of our plan
for a guaranteed annual wage. As a matter of faet,
only Marxists think that unemployment is inevitable
under capitalism.

e No' one has really tried, except haphazardly, to
make capitalism work. Steady employment can be
achieved, as we'll show everyone it 1955 when we win
our negotiations for the UAW, '

e It’s just a hangover of old days and old thinking
to view the temporary conflicts of interest reflected
in negotiations, for example, as the class struggle in
the European sense. John. Maynard Keynes has far
better answers to the problems of economy than Karl
Marx. Actually the system operates more along the
line of the countervailing theory of Galbraith than
any other theory.
°

The Ideology of the Fat

At the CIO convention, Reuther’s press spoksemen
insisted that his public views against any third-party
movement represented “a basic change in Reuther’s
personal philosophy.”. This is self-evident, of course.

What is new, however, is that this also represented
a significant change in the outlook of his main cadres.

Until now, the theory prevailed in the UAW, and it
was spread by many of his secondary associates, that
the third puri'y or labor party disagreement was
muinly ‘one of ' fiming." The critics, of course, were
too’ lmpuheni and one should trust "Walter's judg-
ment."”

Coincident with this was the theory that secretly
Walter and many others really were socialist-minded,
if not socialists at heart. What is decisive now is to
recognize that the Reuther cadre, consciously, delib-
erately and with many discussions, have broken with
their ideas along those lines.

It would be stupid merely td denounce or agitate
against the Reuther viewpoint and his theory of
American politics, nor is it enough to ridicule them
with claims that the present outlook is simply a re-
hash of John L. Lewis’ brochure of the 1920s The
Fight for an American Standard. Naturally a serious
and thorough rebuttal 'will be in order.

In America, the new Reutherite outlook abandons
the role of critic to the residue of Stalinism, and opens
new fields for them to exploit in circles where social-
ists are not able to make their voice heard from a
totally different point of view, -°

The Reuther outlook represenis a sort of Victorian
age of American trade-unionism, with its vast wealth
and power and the new privileged position of its
leadership in the country.

But these comments are only preliminary. For there
will be ample time and events,. including the wage
struggles of 1955, to debate: the 1deas presented by

Reuther versus

Quill at the (IO

By L. G. SMITH

The exchange between Walter
Reuther and Mike Quill at the CIO
convention in Los Angeles on the

idea of a labor party got national ’

coverage in the press. It is quite
understandable that the labor: re-

porters would sense in this discussion
something important — something which
would give satisfaction - to newspaper
editors, owners and their business col-
leagues all over the country.

At the moment we do not have the
official text of the exchange between
Reuther and Quill. We have to rely on the
reports in the New York papers. But
even from these it is clear that Reuther’s
opposition to the idea of a labor party
was of a different KIND from-his oppo-
sition to labor party resolutions in the
UAW in the past.

Previously he always uppeared to op-
pose the formation of a labor party from
a tactical point of view—it was inoppor-
tune ot the moment. Now hée appears to
have taken the position that @ labor party
is unsuited to American conditions in gen-
eral, and that labor has found its true and
lasting -home in- the Democratic Party.

Quill’s sudden interest in a labor party
is in all probability a reflection more of
the unhappiness of this old opportunist

demagogue with some recent rebuffs he

has received in the Democratic Party
than with any real conviction on the need
for and feasibility of an independent
organizational and political course for

labor in this country At most he may ™ =
have been thinking of threwtening the . -

Democratic bosses with a labor party for

the purpose of Wrmgmg some concessmns'

from them.

Yet even in siich an 1dea, of the efﬁ- oo
cacy of the labor party as a threat, there .= .

is more sound politics and a better ap-

preciation of the real political potential

of labor than in Reuther’s conversion to
a completg}y standardized liberal-bour-
geois view of American society, the de-
velopment of American politics, and la-
bor’s role in it.

In his speech, Quill is reported to have
accused the Democrats of "fumbling and
blundering™ all over the country. He point-
ed out that 14 of the 17 states with "right
to work"
I¥ is not reported what Reuther had to
say in onswer to these arguments, excepf
to propound a theory to the effect that a
labor party cannot be successful in Hus
country.

With this declaration by the top lead-
ership of the left wing of liberalism in
the labor movement of its loyalty to the
Democratic Party, not as a temporary

tactic but as a strategic tenet or even

a dogma applicable to a whole historical
period, the air may be cleared of at least
one illusion: that some kind of leader-
ship can be expected from them in the
direction of the formation of a labor
party, or even in conducting a conscious,
independent struggle for labor leader-
ship inside the Democratic Party.

The advocacy and leadership of a
struggle along either or both of these
lines falls clearly and- unambiguously on
the shoulders: of militants-in the labor
movement who have not lost. the con-
sciousness.of the independent role of the
working class in American social and
political life and become absorbed-info

the completely pro-capitalist i_deolog"-y :
now put forward by Reuther. It is they _
who will be the “architects of the

future.”

HOLD OPEN*‘

New Year’s Eve
ISL-YSL PARTY

i ; af -
 LABOR ACTION HALL: -

laws are Democratic-controlled.
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The DBritish Peace News publishes an
account of an interview with a young
Iraqi (now in England) who recently
pigsited Morocco—Gailan Mahmud Ram-
4z. His report, as described below, is o
vivid picture of Movrocco under French
amperialism.

' @

"By DOUGLAS ROGERS

* French Morocco is like a land bEbleng
according to a young Iragi who has re-
cently visited that country.

* He is Gailin Mahmud Ramiz, and in a
long interview with me he said that in
all the towns he visited he was aston-
.ished to find a complete absence of young
people.

He visited, amongst other places,
Marakesh, Casablanca, Fez, Meknes, Ra-
bat, and Tangier. “I saw hardly anybody
between the ages of 20 and 35,” he said.
“When I asked the people why this was,
they shrugged their shoulders and said
that all the young men had been arrested
by the French. I asked how many had
been arrested and was" told, ‘Nobody
knows, but there must be over one mil-
lion.” In Fez I asked a prison warder how
many people there were in his prison
and he said there were over 10,000.
There are three prisons in Fez.
© "In every street are barbed wire bar-
ricades, and the scene resembles a battle-
field, Every day troops and police search-
ed the houses of Moroccans, turning every-
fhing upside down. Whilst this is taking
place, the sireets are completely barri-
caded and armed guards put at each end.
Moroccans complained to me that soldiers
often take advantage of these searches.
4o steal anything of value. If a Moroccan
makes a movement during the search of
his house, he may be shot at sight on the
ground that he is !rying to run away.
Everywhere there is fear."”

- So absolute is the repression of the
Nationalist movement that educated peo-

ple are afraid to confess that they can
read or write. They say the French as-
sume that any educated person is dan-
gerous.

Everywhere Ramiz went he was told
whispered stories of French atrocities. A
Moroccan told him he had overheard two
French soldiers talking and describing
the riots in early August, when they said
that 1,200 Moroccans had been killed, put
in sacks and dumped in the sea. Stories
were told of Moroccan nationalists being
tortured in prison to reveal the names of
their comrades. He was told of prisoners
being injected with bacteria and of being
given electric shoek treatment. He could
not verify thesé stories, but the genuine-
ness of the fear was obvious.

The acute poverty of the people was
plain for all to see. Everywhere one sees
people begging in the street. “I saw old
women, who must have been T0 or 80,
sitting on the streets day and night. It

ALGERIA:
French Jitters

The _jittexriness of the French
over North Africa was revealed in -
a letter to the N. Y. Times of Oct.
16, from Paul Graeser, U. S. air
force lieutenant. He wrote:

“During the Algerian earth-
quake disaster, U. 8. air force sup-
plies and other aid were at first
irately rejected by the French au-
thorities. They objected to our
showing up the local administra-
‘tion by providing sudden, -over-
whelming aid. Later this ban was
lifted, but reportedly only after
some. heated discussions. .. ."”

orocco Is a Land Beseiged

is common to see women moving about
on all fours. Everywhere there are chil-
dren as thin as rakes and in rags.”

Moroccans seemed to be excluded from
all public employment. He only saw three
Moroccans working in the Post Office or
banks. Even the shoeshine men are suf-
fering from French competition!

Ramiz himself had expereince of the sus-
picion of the French police. In Rabat he
was taken to a police station and ques-
tioned about {-Ilalf—qn-llonr. Why had he
come to Morocco? Whom did he make con-
tact with? He said he wanted to get to
Casablanca and take a ship to Tangiers.
The police delayed him so much that he
missed his boat.

In Casablanca he was trailed by the

police and questioned at his hotel. The .

police came three times a day. Eventual-
ly, they took him to the police station
and kept him there for nearly twenty-
four "hours. All they could find on him
was an Arab grammar. He told them
that he was an Iraqi tourist., They asked
why he had this book if he was only a
tourist.

At the police station he was kept in a
sort of barrack room. After he got per-
mission from an officer, he gave money

. to a soldier to get him some food.

“I was taken there at 2:30 p.m. one
day, and not released until 1 p.m. the
next day. In the early hours of the morn-
ing, I asked an officer if I could go and
have & cup of coffee. He took me down-

- stairs and, on the way, I heard a man
» ‘secreaming. The officer brought me back

a different way. All through 'the night
the telephone was ringing and jeeps were
driving off and returning with the loads
of youths.

“There were so many prisoners taken,
that the police made an enclosure of
ropes in the open air and kept them there.
When I was released next day, I caught
a plane to Tangiers and got out of.the
country as fast as I could.”

The UN Vote on Morocco — —

{Continued from page 1]
so much as a more frank and open ex-

pression of previous policy, which was ~

sometimes concealed beneath the tactic of
abstaining on UN votes when-abstention
would have the same effect as a pro-
colonialist vote. 3

This time, however, it is important to
note, the U. S. was partially defeated in
the UN. The majority passed a motion
which at least would keep the Moroccan

- question pending before the Assembly,

for consideration at another time. Wash-
ington demanded a vote against even this
concession, though actually the Moroc-
cans once again were shooed off the pres-
ent agenda.

“THIS IS NOT THE TIME"

" Lodge could not even keep the Latin
American delegates in line for his open
pro-colonialist policy, precisely because
it was open. Lodge insisted that France
was “sincerely trying to settle this prob-
lem” in accordance with UN principle;
but when the Dominican delegate pro-
posed an amendment,which would ex-
press confidence in French intentions,
this usually meaningless compliment was
defeated.

-¢(Incidentally, while 16 of the Latin
American states regretfully found that
they conld not afford to expose them-

.selves like Lodge, it was the government

of the Dominican Repubhc—perhaps the
most unsavory dictatorship in all Latin
Amerlca——whzch was found to do the
dirty job. U. 8. forclgn policy again
showed its positive genius for attracting
to itself the full loyalty only of the most

( lsreputable reactionaries in the world.)

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
" - 114 West 14 Street, New York City

specmhzes in books and pamphlets
on-the Labor and Socialist move-
ment Marxism, ete., and can sup-
m baoks of all. pub!uhers. r

Since Lodge still claimed (like every-
body else) that his heart is unceasingly
filled with soft and loving sentiments to-
ward all peoples" aspirations for freedom,
as long as nothing has to be done about
it, the American delegate's justification
for supporting French colonialism was the
one about "this is not the time.,"

More ironically, however, Lodge is
quoted by the press as saying, more pre-
cisely, “This is not the time when reso-
lutions here will do some good.” This is
remarkable in view of the fact that a
few days before this same Lodge had

clobbered a resolution through the UN to-

condemn Stalinist China.

We are also reminded that in the
course of that previous debate on the
€hina case, Lodge had complained of the
Stalinists’ speeches: “It is typical of the
contempt in which communism holds hu-
man intelligence. . . .” The ironical fact
which we have been noting is obviuusly
also typical of the other kind of impe-
rialism which today opposes the Stdllmst
totalitarians.

HYPOCRISY -

“We are in am era of practical action
rather than exhortation,” orated Lodge,
as he urged the Assembly to take mno
practical action even to exhort. It seems
that he was holding up before the As-
sembly the example of France's steps to-
ward concessions to Tunisia, and arguing
that France should, get a Lhance to do
the same for Morocco.”

In the first place, the hypoerisy of this
argument is perfectly evident in view of
the fact that the conclusion to be drawn
is to posipone the Morocean case but not
to kill it—exactly what the majority did.
Lodge’s motion was not to give France
more “time” but to take the Morocean
issue off the UN’s books. This is true
even if we . concede that the argument
has all the justice Lodge thinks it has.

. In the second place, everybody in the
world, or at least everybody in North
Africa, knows what finally pushed
+ France to make conciliatgry gestures to-
ward Tunisia, It is not much in dispute
since Mendés-France, has admitted it.

Thls was: preclsel-y !he rise nf violence

us to observe that, from the socialist
point of view, terrorism is no substitute
for militant mass action. Tunisian terror-
ism was a reaction to the fact that no
really militant struggle was else being
conducted by the Nationalists.

Well then, does Lodge want the Moroe-
cans to get action from France, in the
same way? This is a useless question to
ask insofar as it applies to- Lodge; but
one must make no mistake about the fact
that it is a present thought among the
Moroceans,

In any case, insofar as Lodge helps to
close all other avenues of action like the
UN, he encourages Moroccan national-
ism to resort to relying on its own
strength. And we know that through its
own strength it will fight, whether
through the modern 'methods of mass

struggle or the desperate measures of

terrorism.
TRUTH FROM TRUMAN

Ironically, it was only a few days be-
fore this “general shift of U. S. policy”
that “Wild Bill” Donovan, former head
of the wartime OSS—who is no anti-
imperialist radical or even liberal, as
God knows, or at least as the State De-
partment knows—came out with a state-
ment warning the United States that it
must not set itself up as a supporter of
colonialism because it would thereby for-
feit world support. Such a statement,
which might be considered a platltude
“under other auspices, is still newsworthy
when it comes even from such a charac-
ter as Donovan.

But its wisdom is not for Lodge, not
for the State Department, not for the
White House, ngt for United States im-
perialism. Nm is it a questmn of the
bad Republicans who are in office. It
happens by coincidence that the same
day’s news which reports the Moroccan
vote of the U. S. also carried report of a
press conference by Harry S. Truman,
the Democratic predecessor of the pres-
ent bad Republicans.

Truman told the press that “he
t}wught the country’ 8. basic forelgn p01~
1cy under. the Repu
fis _ust ha_

TUNISIA: |
They're Taking Whole
Families as Hostages

In the course of current French
negotiations with the Tunisian fel- .
laghes (nationalist guerrilla ter-
rorists), it has been revealed that
the French authorities have been
taking whole families as hostages.

A dispateh from Le Kef, Tunisia, in
the December 30 N. Y. Times dlscloses
this faet in passing.

On other occasions — i.e., when not
busily engaged in suppressing colonial
peoples—bourgeois democrats like to ex-
press great horror of this practice, espe-
cially when denouncing the Bolsheviks
for defending the Russian Revolution
during the wars of intervention by the
Impermhs’cs

¢ has not yet been reported that the
New Leader (for example) has rushed -
to denounce the French as uncivilized
and barbarie.

The Times dispatch mentioned that the
Tunisian chief negotiating with the.
French, Ahmed TIili, presented as one:
of his demands “that the detained mem-
bers of the fellagha families be released.”
According to the story, this particular:
demand was granted. In a second .dis-
pateh another fellagha chief, Lashar
Chraiti, is quoted as expressing .confi-
dence in “the guarantees, concerning the
security of the feliaghas, and their
families.”

Now You See It,
Now You Don't

In preparation for the discussion of
Morocco at the UN [see story in this
issue] the French government made a
-show of concessions to the Nationalists.

As reported by Toward Freedom last
month, “About 80 Moroccan nationalist
leaders have been freed, minimum wages
for farm labor have been raised, and a
guarantee of freedom of trade-union or-
ganization . . . has been announced. In
addition, hints have been dropped that
the puppet Sultan, Ben Arafa, will be
replaced, though it is considered incom-
patible with French ‘face’ to bring back
the nationalist-minded Sultan Ben-Yous-
sef, who was dethroned last year.”

The gestures were small and . verbal
enough, it is clear, but even so it can be -
expected that even these will miher away
now that the U. S. has helped, Paris over
the .UN hurdle. :

As far as trade-union rights in Moroc-
co are concerned, it is interesting to note.
that, right along, Stalinist labor organ-
izers have been able to operate freely.
The apparent mystery is not very dense.
On the one hand, encouragement to the
Stalinists acts as insurance against na-
tive-led nationalist trade-union organi-
zation, and on the other, insofar as Stal-
inism gains some strength, French im-
perialism can claim that its continued
oppression of the country is necessary in
order to save it from falling into the
hands of Moscow.

At the same time (that is, before the
UN vote), Free Moroceo, U. 8. organ of
the Istiglal party of Moroecan national-
ism, reported that French troops had vio-
lated a Moslem sanctuary previously re-
spected for 1000 years, in order to arrest
70 zreligious leaders who had petitioned
for the return of Ben Youssef.
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Franco Officially Rejoins the Free World" (ULS. Says So)

.’ From IBERICA, Nov. 15
L

By BART ALLAN

Franco’s Spain is now officially classed
by the United States Information Serv-
jce as a member of the “Free World.”
Spanish faseism is grouped in the
agency’s official reports with the demo-
cratic systems of France, Italy’ and
‘Western Germany. This is the basis upon
which the agency receives several hun-
dred thousand dollars annually from the
American taxpayers to maintain (a) its
broadeast service over the air, (b) its
Spanish desk at the broadcasting center,
(c) five information centers in Spain.

These information centers, located in
Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Bilbao and
Seville, are serviced exclusively by Span-
iards, four at each center with the ex-
ception of Madrid. There the records
show one full-time and one part-time
American, and six full-time and one part-
time Spaniards.
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It is to be presumed that they have been
duly "‘cleared” for their jobs by Spanish
fascism and consequently have the blessing
of Franco. They doubtless understand very

,well that under the Spanish fascist regime

—so0 deénominated by the United Nations
—it is a erime to propagate republican
sentiments or to engage in such subversive
activities as to call into question one of
Franco’s cardinal principles, as set forth
in the Falange platform, that the state is
"a totalitarian instrument.” With this un-
derstanding, it is to be assumed that they
govern themselves accordingly. .

WOOING_ FASCISTS

The U.S.I.S. budget shows that servie-
ing that part of the “Free World” where
the Spirit of Freedom, like ancient Pro-
metheus, lies chained to a rock and tor-
tured unceasingly, costs the American
taxpayers $391,474. One wonders what
the truly free spirits still remaining in
Spain could do with that money.

The breakdown is as follows: Mainte-
nance of the five centers in Spain, $110,-
932; maintenance of Spanish desk $65,-
440; broadcast facilities, $163,218; other
programs and various overhead, $51,884.

This takes éare of a regular 30-minute
program.

By contrast with the $280,542 total
cost of the broadcasting service to Spain,

a similar service to Vietnam before the

" fall of Hanoi was budgeted at $285,190 °

and to Japan at $287,617.

When the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee was inquiring into the services per-
formed by the information centers, Theo-
dore G. Streibert, the agency's director,
explained that "the tools of these centers
are books and related materials,” and that
their activities "are directed consciously
and positively toward the leaders of the
communities in which they are located."
“Consciously and positively" that is, to
the duly approved fascist leaders of Ma-
drid, Barcelona, Valencia, Bilbao and
Seville.

At Madrid the work is helped along
by a printing press for the publieation
of pamphlets and leaflets.

SPLIT OPINIONS

Members of Congressional committees
did not question Mr. Streibert too closely
about the nature and effectiveness of the

broadcasts to Spain. Nor were any ob-
served to raise eyebrows when the clas-
sification of Spain as a member of the .
“Free World” family was submitted.
However, Maine’s Senator Margaret

Smith did raise the question of- evaluat- = -

ing the broadcasts to the different coun- - -

tries. “When did you last evaluate thelr g

effectiveness?” she asked.

Streibert replied: “We are now in the
process of trying to evaluate our Span-
ish broadcast. There is a difference of-
opinion between the broadcasting people
here and the people in the post.”

Doubtless there are also some decided
opinions on the part of Spanish lovers of
freedom living in exile.

Senator . Allen J. Ellender,” of Loulsl»
ana, a member of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee has.just returned from
a tour of Western Europe where he in-
vestigated the efficacy of the USIS and
other aid extended to Europe. At a press
conference. he was asked -whether the
USIS centers in Spain were-allowed to
hand out, under a Fascist regime, infor~
mation about the American system.

“Oh, yes,” he replied. “We're giving
them money, aren’t we?”.

U.S.-Adenauer Rearmament —

{Confinued frem page 1}
decisive issue in all of these elec-
tions. The net effect, however, has
been to decrease considerably the
power of the Adenauer coalition,
and even to deprive it of the
straight  two-thirds majority in
both houses of the Bonn parliament
which is required to give rearma-

‘ment of the country clear constitu-

tional sanction. -

Aside from the political shift
away from Adenauer and toward
the “Social- Democrats, there has
" been rising evidence of the reluct-

ance and’even opposition of the’

German people to the remilitariza-
_ tion of their country. .
Last month; a public-opinion poll

-in West Germany showed that 68

per cent of the men and 73 per cent
of the women opposed the idea of
becoming or having relatives be-
come soldiers. ‘A professor at the

~ University of Wuerzburg (former-

ly a paratroop colonel) asked two
thousand - students individually if
they “wotild aecept careers as offi-
cers. Not a single one said yes.

Opposition to rearmament has
become so popular that West Ger-
many’s unofficial war minister,
Theodore Blank, has been booed
down repeatedly when attempting
to make speeches for the new
army, and has had to seek police
protection on at least one occasion.
The demonstrations against Blank,
and others against former generals
like Von Manteuffel, Ramcke, Stu-
dent, Von Schimpf:- and Von Roon
Have been led by students, Social-
Democratic youth and young trade-
unionists. '

"NEGOTIATION" DEMAND

As against the rearmament of
West Germany and its inclusion in
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
as provided for in the Paris agreements,
the SPD is urging further negotiations
among the occupying powers for the rve-
unification .of Germany. They demand a
“real test” of the possibility of an agree-
ment between Russia and the American
bloc.

Actually, this demand cannot be ex- |

pected to arouse great hopes among the
German people. In the past, the Social-
Democrats have been the first to expose
the phony proposals for unification made
by the East German and Russian Stalin-
ists which are directed toward ensuring
the Stalinization of the whole country.
So far the Russians have not proposed,
to meet the excellent conditions for a
free nation-wide electlon to estabhsh a,

-zation of West Germany and its defini-
tive inclusion in the American bloc, the
Russians have been coming closer and
closer to offering something approaching
the SPD’s conditions.

There is nothing in the record of S'I'ulm-
ism.which would.lead one to believe that
"the Russians would actually be willing to
give up their hold on the Eastern part of
the couniry in exchange for a very indefi-
nite and (from their point of view) inse-
curely “neutral" government over the
whole of Germany. Further, any genuine
approach to unification could not fail to
raise the question of the German territory
beyond the Oder-Niesse liné which was
annexed by the Russians and from which

the German- population has Iuen expelled'

wholesale.

Thus, although thé remilitarization of
West Germany will no doubt freeze the
division of the country for some time to
come, a policy of opposition to remili-
tarization which is based on the demand
for a negotiated unification of the coun-
try is based on the fallacy that such a
deal is possible, given the realities of the
cold war, or if it were possible, that it
would be achieved on the basis of a
really democratic arrangement.

Yet this fallacy has a certain popu-
larity, not so much because the West
Germans believe in the possibility of
unity through negotiations, but because

they are absolutely convinced that unity
cannot be brought about through the re--

armament of their country. And over and
heyond that, they do not believe that such
rearmament can even obtain for them
what is eclaimed for it: safety from the
danger of Russian aggression.

IN FRANCE TOO

The people of Germany are now in the
position, which they had not previously
experienced in this century, of knowing
at least as much as any other nation
about the horror, destruction and degra-
‘dation of modern war. Although they
have not yet expériencéd nuclear war-
fare, their imaginations do not need
enormous stretching, after the thousand-
plane raids with blockbusters, to “feel”
what such a war could mean.

And they know that if -push should
come to shove, Germany itself will be the
initial battleground, and as such exposed
to both strategic and tactical atomic
weapons.

= Under such conditions, the idea of the

remilitarization in the middle of the cold
war can appeal to them only if every
other possibility seems to have been seal-
ed off. And as long as the line of "unity
through negotiations" seems to have any
possibility at all, large numbers of them
have shown a readiness to buy it, even if
with a marked lack of enthusiasm.

- In Franee, the sentiment against Ger-.

man rearmament is of the same iype,
with the added fear of German militar-
ism threwn in. But the French also seek
fundamentally some road out of the cold

war rather than a method of waging it

more effectively “from strength.” Here,

too, the neutralist, anti-American,’ antl-:

German and 'pro-neg:otlahon_'

: lsm and dlsumty. b

the European Defense Community re-
ceived in the Chamber of Deputies. Actu-
ally, if this does not take place, it -will
be far more as a result ef French fears
that Mendés-France represents-their Tast
hope for some kind of stability on the
basis of his domestic policies rather than
of confidence or support to the rearma-
ment of West Germany.

In this situation, the social-democracy
in Western Europe finds itself hopelessly
split. Once again the Second Interna-
tional appears not as any kind of cential
coordinating or unifying force for inter-,
nationalism among’ the parties of the. so-
cial-democracy, but. rather as a figleaf
over the shamefulness! of. their: n‘atxonal-

ey v O .._,::

While the SPD leads ﬂle ﬁghf against.
the Paris agreemenis, the Labor Party in
England orders its- members of Parliament
to abstain on the vote. The: Belgian So-

cialists vote to .ratify. and the-only thing = -

one can be sure of about the action of

. the socialist parties of the Netherlands, -
ltaly and Frdnce is that their decisions’

will be based not on internationalist:con- -

" siderations, but on the very narrowest of ™

national calculations.

MISSED OPPORTUNITY < - ~

The contrast in the behavior of the
German party with that of its sister or-
ganizations in Western Europe does:not
actually favor the former either in prin-
ciple or in tactical adroitness. For the
fact is that the SPD policy has failed to:.
rally a decisive section of the German

people te that party, and a g'ood deal af
the appeal it contiftues to have is a result,
of the fact that the United States and
Adenauer have been so afraid of Russian’
propaganda. advantages which could re-
sult from further negotiations, and. have
been pursuing so sterile a poliey of their
owm, that no real test of the notion that
the Russians might be induced to with-
draw peacefully from East Germany and
permit the democratic unification of_the
country has been possible.

Of course, the German Social-Demoe-
racy missed its great opportumty during
the East German uprisings in the spnng
of last year. At that tlme, a series of
massive  demonstrations in West Ger-
many for the demand of withdrawal of
all forezgn troops from the country and
democratic unification to be undertaken
by the Germans themselves would have
delivered the most powerful blows at 'the’
two war blocs while mobilizing support
for the socialism and democracy both in-
side Germany and throughout Europe

Although there is not now any occasmn
as dramatic as the East German upns—-
ing, it is only the development of .an.in-
dependent policy for the unification of’
Europe under labor and socialist auspices,
that provides any real hope for the mo-
bilization of the political forces which -
could make the unification of Germany,
possible. All other policies, however at-’
tractive and “practical” they may appear:

‘at the moment, are bound to- founder on

the wrealities of Russian and American _
powe‘r because_ they leave these PO’ o
ntac

S S—
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FIVE CENTS

C(N Y and Antioch Introduce New Blo ws
Against Student Right to Form Club

By MAX MARTIN

A new threat to student political llfe has sprung up in at least
two colleges in recent weeks. The latest attack on academic freedom
takes the form of regulations requiring student clubs on campus to sub-
mit full membership lists to the administration in order to be chartered

or “recognized’” as campus clubs.

Failure to do so would result in denial to the clubs of the use of

club to exist at all.

_any school facilities, such as meetmg rooms, and also the right of the

The schools affected thus far by this reachonary move are City Col-
lege in New York and Antioch College in Ohio.

.The action at City College came via a ruling of the Student- Faculty :

Committee on Student Affairs (SFCSA) which requires that, as of the

beginning - of “next semester, all
clubs will have to provide the Dean
of Student-Life with the names

-and addresses of all their members.

The ruling has called forth a
healthy storm of protest from stu-
dent opinion at CCNY. The Student

- Council Civil Liberties Committee,
both college newspapers, and many-
student organizations have called -

upon the SFCSA to rescind its deci-
sion at its next meeting.

=~ A letter-addressed to the Dean. -
- .of Student Life, James S. Pearce,
" by the presidents of Studénts for

Democratic Action, Young Demo-
Young Liberals, Student
Council Civil Liberties Committee,
Young Progressives of America

(the Stalinist-front group) and the Po-
Club (a student

follows:

. “We, the undersigned, feel that the
decision taken by SFCSA last:week in
compelling all student organizations to
submit their -entire membership lists to
vour office was not in the best interests
of .democracy or of the student body.

. "We believe not only that the personal

. political beliefs -of individuals will be- vio-

lated but that numerous organizations on

the campus will have o harder time . than.
ever acquiring new members. An-employer -
- may be justified in-wanting to know wheth-

er o graduate was o member of a frater-

«fifty -or prefessional -society- but-whether
he.is.a Democra¥ or a Republicon-is pure--

Iy his own businese.

. “Considering- the seriousness of this
ruling and the opposition it has gener-
ated rfom both néwspapers, the SC Civil

" . Liberties- Committee and many student

organizations, we hereby request a hear-
ing before ‘the next meeting of SFCSA
in reconsideration of last week’s.  deci-
‘ston.”

“ANTIOCH RENEGES .
As of the memient, student action in

opposition to the ruling has been confined
‘to the demand 'for a hearing by the
SFCSA and preparations for testifying
at it. In addition to student leaders, sev-

" eral faculty members have announced

that they will also appear to urge a re-

_ dent Council will consider the matter.

Apparently proposals for more mili-

tant student action have elicited the re-

sponse from miost of the student organi-

‘zations that they wish to wait until the

SFCSA acts on the demand that it re-

‘consider. The Political Alternatives Club

* hag decided not to wait and is sending a

. letter -to the- student newspaper outlin--

: ing "its proposals for the fight against

the: ruling.
-"At Antioch College, the propesal for

submission of full membership lists ema--

nated from- the president of the college

“and- ‘was aeccompanied by a number of .
her restrictions.’ These mchlde the; ob- o

resources and. expenditures, information
on affiliation or connection with outside
organizations or persons, and the giving
of full biographical information on
speakers and ‘club sponsors.

What is significant about this develop-
ment at Antioch is-that it occurs in a
school which up until now has had a very
good civil-liberties record and where stu-.
dent organizations have been able to func-
tion with a minimum of red'hpe and
school regulation.

The effects of these new requirements
should be.ebvious to all. The first result
will be to increase the reluctance of stu-

dents, to join political organizations, to-.

make them more wary than they are‘even
now to commit themselves to a relation-
ship with non-conformist political
groups.

RESTRICTION AND FEAR

- The cooperation of reactionary college
administrations with the FBI and other

witchhunting government agencies has-

been an established fact for many years.
The special-desire now by some schools
for complete membership lists can only
impress upon students the fact that join-
ing a Stalinist or socialist or .radical or
even liberal club will result in their
names being turned over to the FBIL
Indeed, the document in which this pro-
posal was.framed at Anticch aimost open-
ly stated as much. I# contained a sentence

to -the effect that one .of -the two copies:

of the lists of members shall be kept insthe

office “of the president, who may show :

them fo -prospective: employers. ef gradu-
ates and other persons.

Further, it - increases the red tape
which students must deal with in erder
to keep an organization going on campus
and makes it a little harder, as all in-
creases in red tape procedures do, to
organize a student elub in the first place.
The new regulations also give reaction-
ary school administrations- an additional
handle to wusé against student zroups
which they might wish to hamper or dis-

"band. Each new regulation restricting:

the functioning of student clubs provides
another pretext for an administration
wishing to hinder or smash a student
group on the grounds of its having vio-
lated the regulation.

Above all, the effect will be to increase
féar and apathy, and to decrease what
little political life remains on the cam-
pus.

All students will be affected, not mere-
ly those who are members or potential
members of radical organizations. Those
students who today are not radicals or
even liberals, who are not thé kind who
will join political clubs, will be further
intimidated into avoiding those activities
they may still consider engaging in, the
signing of an occasional petltlon or at-
tending an occasmnal meetmg, for ex-
amiple,

What reasons are studerits being given
for the latest move?

The commoniest explanatlon is that em-
ployers desire to know about the extra-
curricular activities ‘and “leadership
role” of graduates*who have applied for
a job. But of what legitimate concern is
membership in_a. polltlcal organization to
an employer?

Any student who ‘wishes “to give pros-
spective employers such information ean
do so when applying for a job, or can
list - his club .affiliation on the “extra
curricular, activities record card” which
most schools have. And any student not
desiring to do so has the right to keep
such information secret.

Indeed, in today's witchhunting days, H-
frequently becomes necessary to keep such
information from the- boss to obtain and
hold on to a job. The right to privacy

about. political - views and ﬂﬂilmhonl h.-

therefore, no académic matter. -

AGAINST THE INVASION - _

In addition to “the employer wants
to know” line, arguments for the pro-
posal include statements about the right
of the school to know what activities all
students engage in, hecause the sehool is
responsible for the actmns of its students
and student -groups. i

Such arguments have no foundation
whatsoever. A school administration has
no more right to know about the. affilia-
tions of its students than it has the right

to kuow ~which eandidates or party .

a student voted for. Nor-does it earry
responsibility for the views and activities

of a studemt group so long as the club.

makes clear that any ideas it propounds
or actions it undertakes are being done
in the name of the clib and net in the
name of the school as a whole.

Students at Antioch and City Coﬂege
must begin now to struggle. against
the adoptlon or for the Tevoeation of
these new regulations. All demotratic
forces on the campus must unite their

and 31.

expense,

_ National Office of the YSL.
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YSL Educational Conference in Chicago
The Chicago Unit of the Young Socialist League will conduct
an Educational Conference on Thursday and Friday, December 30

While primarily intended for members and fr1ends of the YSL
in the Chicago area, those living in other vicinities are strongly
urged to attend. Housing arrangements will be made for all coming
to the conference from out-of-Chicago which will not involve any

~ The exact details of the cbnference agenda have not yet been
determined but a number of important and interesting political

' toplcs will be discussed. Among these are the questions of Soeialism
- in Colonial Countries, “Lesser-Evilism in American Politics,”
others. These sessions will be led by leadmg comrades from the

and

All desiring to attend or needing further mformatmn are urged. I
~to: contact th YSL c/o the_Reynold’s Club_ Umversxty» of ‘Chwago :

‘energies against this latest invasion into
the democratic liberties of students and:
demand the right of students to keep’
their political lives on the campus their:
own personsl business should they so de
sire. Students at other campuses must be:
alerted for the introduction of such regu-
lations at their colleges and prepare toa
resist them when they are propaserl

Moreover, this development raises the
entire question of what legitimate require-
ments a school administration can impose
for chartering a student organization ald
giving it access to school facilities.

“RED" TAPE

Almost all collezes make certain mini-
mum demands. These include that the:
club provide the administration with-a.
list of club officers and a minimum list -\
of members (in some schools 5, in others
10). The eclub must aleo find a facalty:
member to serve-as its advisor with the.:
rights of this advisor varying. In addi- '
tion, there are certain procedures to be
gone through when the club wishes to.:
hold a meeting or distribute a leaflet (m :
those schools where leaflet distribution”
has not been entirely banned), or bnng
a speaker to the campus,

Since ‘the advent of the’ vntchhunt
these requirements have become greater’
and more cumbersome;. enmeshmg efforts -
to hold meetmgs, ete., .in yards,of’ 'red-
tape—that is, in those schoo]ls which still
allow student political clubs (there are’
some which don’t) and for fhose clubs”
which are permitted (most schools have’
banned the existence of. Stalinist and
‘even socialist or radical clubs).: P

- Administrations always- justified. their
demands that a club subniit a lst of five
or ten members, in order -to be recog-
nized, with the argument that:the school
has -the nght to make sure that there is
a real club in existence, that:it donsists.’ -
of more than one persop, beforeé it turns :
school facilities over to it. =

Before the start of the current witch-
hunt, this demand did not-present too
many* difficulties to political organiza-
tions on campus, except where the
amount of members: required was . too
great, and therefore it had some seeming’
justiﬁcation. At.the same time, of course
even prior to witehhunting days, it raised:
a problem with respect to those case
where fewer than the needed number of
students desued to form a club.

INTIMIDA?IOH

After all, do not four students, let us
say, have the right to organize if '‘they
wish to? Also, it’s frequently difficult to
attract additional students to an orgahi-
zation until it ‘can hold meetings, di
tribute leaflets; ete. So; everr prior to the
witchhunt the demand for. a minimum
list of members had the effect of curtdil-
ing student rights.

Since the onset of the attack on- civil
liberties and academic freedom in “this
country, however, such requirements have.
an even more shameful significance. .

For one thing, those students who are
eourageous enough to ‘have their names
given to the school as members of a rad
cal group are endangered thereby. This
information is turned over by many
schools to employers requesting informa-
tion about job applicants, thus cregting’
problems for radical students when ithey
seek work after graduation. These names
also frequently turn up in the files of the
FBI and other pohtlcal police nrgamza».
tions.

" Furthermore many students who would
otherwise join a club refrain from,doing
so because of these consequences,: an
this makes the existencé of - dissenting:
political life on the campus: posmhle only
W"tth the. greatest of dlﬁcnltles,

‘Thi




LABOR ACTION

By HAL DRAPER i
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‘strlctly non-theistic angle.

. If there were any real Christians
~around, for example, there would
unfailingly have been a flood of

£ .
tetters to the N. Y. Times on that
Easter morning when the paper’
came out, fresh and crisp, with a
iphotogl aph on its front page depicting
cross in the sky—a cross formed by
rmy bombing planes. - .
‘If we were Christian, we’d have con-
sidered this sacrilege, but there did mnot
seem to be any believers around.

-And- if -there are any considerable num-

- cannot ' understand how Hollywood can
tarly .appears on its screen, especially in

ment:of Christianity.

:Rarely, for instance, have we seen pic-
tures which were as contemptuous of the
ideals for which.early Ohnﬁtiamty stood

#{The -Robe”. and “Demetrius and the
iad}at,ors " We admit that the sacri-,
gious propaganda which imbues them’
is-very subtle; since probably not even
fth.e makers of these wretched.films were
0 consciously. aware of it. But sacrilege it

¢ "GI.ORIFYING VIOI.EHCE

‘. {.Consider: A big point is made in both
ictures about the principled paecifism
insistence .on- non-violence) of the early
hristians, The filmmakers could have
¢hosen to ignore this "ancient peccadillo;

- ‘but no, they insist on flaunting it before

the audience. And in each case, this prin-

.'- ¢ gpled pacifism is systematically shown.

to.be absurd, futile, self-defeating. In
“fact, in each case the deus ex Hollywood,
‘who.saves everybody at the end, ‘is not

P'rmce of Peace on holiday occasions, but
‘i rather the man of violence, who bungs
_tpe pIot to a triumphant conclusion with
“an act of violence.

*~In the case of “The Robe,” the Chris-
ian protagonists are saved as the armed
(prd -Christian) legions pour into the

ins. @he case of “Demetrius and the
; Glacllator“” is even worse. ,

oround the renewed: pacifist convictions
,bf Demetrius, who has been forced into
*the gludcuhrs arena and told to defend
himself. Dramatically in the face of cer-
#ain death, he faces the emperor and
ings - down the sword symbolically. A
'Symbol" 1+ turns out to be a signal. for

gula, revolt, and crown the good emperor
Claudius. The Christians have been saved
y stark violence and murder—in a film

f#ian ideals of non-violerice.

REVILING RELIGION
. 'We are “complaining”
tinbelievers in either theism or pacifism,
wurselves.

‘We are merely interested in pointing
out how the American bourgeoisie and
ﬁts dream merchants and entertainment-
_Iigropagand:sts spit upon and revile the
ddeals to which they give lip-service, the
Teligious homilies without which - no
“gpeech by Eisenhower'is complete. .
No..one is in any doubt about why

> zqulltauzed capitalism which goes along
with .militarized

-bgr' of Christians left in this country, we.
g.-l- -away with the sacrilege which regu--

historical-films dealing: with the develop-.

as that CinemaSeepe pair consisting of

the man whom Christians like to call the.

arena, glittering with shields and javel-

“In the latter film, the climax hinges:

'rgbellwus guardsmen to shoot an arrow -
‘finto the breast of the bad emperor Cali-

_ pwhich revolves around the theme of Chris-

of all this as

ey do this—it is in the interest of -the,

institutional-Christian- -
e "And with the exception of a small.
band-. of Christian. pacifists, . whom.. of.
e we-know, the ideals of: the dorm--

CRILEGE AND ANATH

Two Sociological Notes on
Christianity and Judaism Today

... A while back, we expressed the idea in a LABOR ACTION note that
'some good real Christians (by which. we merely mean people who
actually believe what Christianity - preaches) would be of some help on
the scene in this country today; and we’d like to make the point again,
prowded readers understand that we make the poznt obJectwely from a

d_ox, but not hard to understand, that i€
should be revolutionary socialists writing
this in some regret, not the spokesmen
of the church. -

1]

While on the subject of the sociology
of institutionalized religion in the United
States today (to give our comment an
academic air), a-recent event turns at-
tention to the Jewish synogogues, and
raises an interesting problem.

" First of all, here is the news as sum-
marized in the Jewish Newsletter, pub-

lished by the liberal William Zukerman:-

“A'-reform of Orthodox Jewish-mar-

riage laws which have not been changed-

for 1000 years has been introduced last

week by a group representing Conserva-~

tive Judaism, which occupied a middle-
of-the-road position between traditional
Orthodoxy and Reform Judaism. The
Conservative group, which claims to rep-
resent 40 per cent of all religious Jews in
this country, announced a revision of the
old Jewish marriage contract known as
Ketubah which imposes- many hardships,
indignities and discrimination on Jewis

women. The Ketubah goes back to the
tme when women were considered and
treated as chattel slaves and when wives
were sold and h.ought as property of

“man. It is not a marriage agreement free-
ly entered by a man and a woman on

the basis of equality as a marriage con-
tract is in all civilized Western coun-
tries.: It is a one-sided contract accord-
ing to which the man ‘acquires’ a wife,
and has all the rights and .privileges of
the property. owner,
A man may divorce his wife at will for
any reason or for no reason at all, with-
out her consent, while she cannot do the
same. Under this contract, a Jewish
widow is not allowed to marry unless
actual evidencé of the husband’s death

is furnished, nor can'a childless widow -

remarry without obtaining a property

release from her late husband’s brother.

These and similar inequities prevent
thousands of Jewish women from ve-
marrying and result in untold suffering
for thousands of others.

MEDIEVALISM

"The new marriage contract of the Con‘
sérvative Jews provides for the establish-
ment -of a special Religious Court (Bef
Dinl, which is to be empowered to con-
sider all complaints arising from the back-

wardness of the Orthodox marriage laws -

and to try to settle family claims in. the
light of modern conditions. The announce-
ment of the Conservatives has met, how-
ever, with the instant fanatical opposition
by the Union of Orthodox Rabbis of Amer-
ica who issued a declaration that the
Torah laws given by Moses cannot be
changed under any circumstances, no mat.
ter what human misery they cause. The
rabbis threatened with dire consequences,
including excommunication, if-the Conserv-
ative Religious Court is established.”

We can add tothis account that (as re-
ported by the Orthodox New York Day
& Morning Journal), the prohibition pro-
nounced by the Orthodox Rabbis included
the following threats:

“The Bet Din and the reformed Kefu-
bah -will lead to forbidden' cohabitation
and to.bastardy, leading to a split in the
Jewish people and to a breach in Jewish
family life. . . .

‘ “We declare.that. the false reforms of
the :Conservative Rabbis undermine the
foundations of the Jewish religion, and
they. will lead to a.situation in which we
shall feel ourselves compelied to prohlhlt

while she has none.”

marmgge muonsawlth :Eam;llles who:. mar- .
de ach, Ty g id

married under such reforms in every

”

eity. « o " .
All this has the smell of authentic

- medievalism. What is paradoxical about.

it is that we are not dealing here with
a backward people. On the contrary, in
-all other respects, it is perhaps no exag-
geration to say that the body of Jews,
even those who follow the Orthodox rab-
bis, are probably more "enlightened " not
less, than the average in the Umted
States.

Yet a not inconsiderable section of the
American J ews, those for whom the Un-
ion of Orthodox Rabbis speak, permit
themselves to be bound by certain social
customs (at least in form) which have
féw if any peers in backwardnes in the
modern and civilized world."

MEANING OF A PATTERN

The mystery may seem to be deepened
—or, from another point of -view, an. an-
swer may he indicated—when we see that
in the state of Israel the medieval cus-
toms oi Prthodox Judaism (for example,
the marriage laws) are not only insistently
imposed on the population by the rabbi-
nate but even reinforced by the state.
And here we are dedling with a state
whose leadership claims o be modern, in-
deed "“socialistic” (god save us), and
beacon lights of progress in the world.

" Yet in this otherwise modern state, to-

day mobs of zealots can conduct a cam-
paign of terror on the streets of Old
Jerusalem in order to force strict Ortho-
dox practises on the Jewish population:
stoning passing vehicles, beating up peo-
ple caught smoking on the Sabbath, at-
tacking mixed gatherings of men and
women (forbidden by the Torah), etec.

Are we not dealing here with a pattern’

of desperate attempts to preserve intact
a crumbling whole, lest any change what-
soever cause the whole structure to fall
apart?

. The student of sociology can scarcely
fail to conclude, from the statement of
the Orthodox rabbis, that they conscious-
ly fear that any change whatsoever in
the laws of Judaism will open up some
rift which will inevitably widen, that
therefore the whole edifice must be de-
fended with the ery of No Change.

+But this is . typically a phenomenon
which accompanies a social structure
which is already dead, though not yet
buried. Only such need be defended by
such methods.

*What is it that is dead—not, we stress,

b

-traditions and observances

necessarily in. our opinion, but in the eyes
of the desperate Orthodox who hurl sich
.anathemas at Change? What is it that
they fear so much?

Their own answer—varying in form for
the Orthodox or for the Israeli Zionist—
is (1) Jewishness, in answer to the first
question, and (2) assimilation, in answer
to the second.

Consider, for example, the following
statement by David Ben-Gurion, former
Israeli premier, as he hammers away in
the Jewish press:

“The Jewish people in the Diaspora
[dispersion] . . . is now faced with a
question of uncommon urgency and im-
portance. It is this: Will it be able to
survive for a long time, and if so, what
kind of Jewishness will sustain it? A
Zionist movement that does not endeavor
to give a -positive answer to this ques-
tion, thereby denies its own purpose and
the reason for its existence. . ..

“It iz true that we do not have an
official Jewish assimilationist party in
America. On the contrary, there are very
few Jews who are ashamed of their Jew-
ishness and hide it. . . . Yet there can be
no doubt that practical Jewish assimila-
tion is proceeding apace, as the old ob-
stacles to Jewish integration in other
cultures are being swept away. It is an
undeniable fact that the old religious,
have lost
much of their power over the masses.
The same is true of the language of the -
Jewish masses. There is hardly a barrier
left to hold back the onrush of Jewish
assimilation in the free lands of the
world.

“It is ironic that in this process of
asSimilation and integration -into a non-
Jewish culture ‘there is hardly any dif-
ference - between Zionists and. non-Zion-.

ists. . . .” (Day-Morning Jowrnal, March
7.)
FREE. CHOICE

. Here .Ben-Gurion: ties together -the
joint fears of the Oxthodox and the .con-
sistent Zionists (note his reference to
religion), and indicates how the same
phenomena can appear in both circles.
In both cases the religious forms, no mat-
ter how reactiomary, are important to.
preserve as guardians against the devil
of “assimilation,” the “danger” of which-
Ben-Gurion perhaps: exaggerates. . . .

. Now Independent Socialists do not be-:
lieve, on principle; in . .having. & “party
line” for or against assimilation (as we
have stated in our resolutions), for we
consider that this is a matter to be freely
chosen by the Jewish masses themselves
in the course of their free development.
What we do insist on, as sociaists, how-
ever, is creating and maintaining the
preconditions of free choice.

What is socially and politically reac-
tionary about the Orthodox anathemas -
and the practises of the Zionist state and
zealots in Israel is that they are directed
toward destroying freedom of.choice for
the Jews with respect to assimilation and
other courses. They insist on.forcing all
Jews, by political or spiritual terror, info
a predetermined separateness which their
ideoclogy insists on.

Such a course can have only reaction-
ary social consequences, as we have been
seeing. Nor can it help any genuine re-
ligious feeling, for those to whom this is
important.

"THE ART POLICE

George Biddle, painter member of the
National Commission of Fine Arts, in a
letter to the New York Times on Novem-
ber 17 revealed to what lengths the art-
ists of the country are mow being sub-
jected to FBI scrutiny. Mr. Biddle gave
details concerning the cases of two art-
‘ists  who -have recently been offered com-
missions for Federal jobs but have failed
to meet FBI standards of what an artist
-should be:

In both:- cases the ur_hsis were veterans
of both World Wars and had served their
country nobly not only on the battiefield
but also in the enrichment of jts culture.
That was not enough. The first artist had
.been given the unanimous approval of the
Commiission of Fine Arfs but was deprived
of the job, and the' government agency

.2smesponsible hased. its-veto Yon.the secret

files of a certain congressman obtained
.-from the, FBI". (sic). :

Mr. Biddle illustrates the capricious-
ness of the witchhunt in this and other
areas when he writes, “None of the facts
in this file was as startling as those te-
cently revealed.in .an Alsop column of
- the Herald-Tribune as to the purportedly

.subvergive background of our Secretary

of State.” He goes on to say.
o o am not tcmubled about "t.he loss:‘of

of ‘opera bouffe.” To me there is a greater
danger. For twenty years I have strug-
gled, when occasion arose, to improve the
techniques of our federal art projeets in
the selection of distinguished American
artists for the creation of outstanding
works of art. We have adequate legal
safeguards to control or suppress such
art as is a threat to the safety or public
welfare of the nation. But I cannot feel
that the techniques I have deseribed can
result in the happiest selections. Such
investigations do not exist in England,
in France, in Italy, in Mexico or in Bra-
zil. As far as I know they exist—outside
of the United States—only in the orbit
of Soviet countries”

For the well- established Mr. Biddle
the “antics” of the FBI may have a
quality of “opera bouffe.”” But to the
young and .struggling  artists of this
country, as well as all those who cherish
personal freedom, the idea of art police
is a matter of grave concern. Mr. Biddle
has, however, effectively raised.the ques-
tion of whether President Eisenhower’s
message to the Museaum of Modern Art
has real meaning: “For our republic to-
stay free, those among us-with the rare:

gift of_ ?ri:xstry must be able freely to'

use th ent?’ -
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Cyprus: The Lesser Ally — —

(Continued from page 1)

will now increase, and so will anti-American-
ism.

We mention this, not because any democrat
can even think of justifying the suppression of
a people on the ground of a putative danger of
"Communist infiliration,” but to underline: that
even the demagogic and reactionary pretexts
for suppression which the U. S. gave in the case
of Guatemala or British Guiana or North Africa
do not apply here. .

Rather, Washington’s problem was to choose
among allies .Antagonize Britain or Greece?
Both are in NATO, both on “our side.” One can
only conclude that the U. S. measured the Brit-
ish army, navy; air force, H-bomb potential and
general military power against those of the
Greeks’ and adjusted its UN vote accordingly.

U. S. foreign policy not only subordinates all
considerations of demecracy and freedom to the
acquisition of miliitary allies, but it also subor-

. dinates all democracy and freedom even to «

choice between bigger or smaller military allies.

So the press reports. “The decision has not
‘been an easy one for Washington to make,”
writes the N. Y. Times dispatch (Dec. 13).
“The State Department would have preferred
to take a neutral position as it did in the debate
and votes on the Netherlands-Indonesia dispute
over West New Guinea. In the end, however,
strategic considerations prevailed over the de-
sire not to hurt either of two good friends,
Britain and Greece. . ..”

" They Call It "Strategy”

As a matter of fact, the U. S. remained neu-

tral (straddling) on the Cyprus issue up to now,
for such reasons. It was silent in the debate
' over including the Cyprus question on the agen-
da of the UN Assembly, and it abstained in tHe

“vote. Why the difference with the Netherlands-
~Indonesia dispute?
=~ The Netherlands; also one-of “our honorable

allies,” must conclude that, weighed in the State
Department’s balance, its military weight did
not much out-tip Indonesia’s. The Dutch may
not feel happy about this particular case of
American discrimination in favor of stronger
imperialisms as- against weaker imperialisms,
though they know that this is the way of the
world.

But on Cyprus the U. S. had to shift out of
neutral and exercise its self-given right o be
arbiter of the imperialist world. Being com-
pelled to confess that the reasons are military
expediency within the reactionary terms of its
foreign policy ("strategy," they call it), the
U. S. is hard-put even to cite "strategic™ rea-
sons. And the reasons given are doubly insulting
to its Greek ally.

Here are the reasons as given in semi-official
form through a N. Y. Times editorial, in this
case a standard method of conveying State De-
partment thoughts. The editorial admits that
“For generations the Greek Cypriots have long-

ed for ‘enosis’ or union with Greece and they

seem almost unanimous in that desire now,”

- ~and that the Greeks make up 80 per cent of the

island’s population. This disposes of England’s
big lie on this score. But—
“The British say flatly and rather convine-

_+ingly that Cyprus is too valuable strategically
“ t0 the Commonwealth and the West:in general -

- to" be*given up even nominally. The island lies
- athwart the sea and air routes through the
“"-: Mediterranean and is the only remaining Brit-
:ish territory in the Middle East. The British
- argument is that leases are impermanent by

~defintion, Greek governments can and do

chang‘e, and Brltdm S reSponmblhtles are world-
wide in scope.”

The Times (the State Department)  approves
the essential part of this argument: *“, . . self-

' determination, like many other fine principles,

is not always and everywhere practical or ap-

‘plicable. The question of timing is vital, and as

of today the overriding factor is the strategic

: necessn:y of the West.”

-Overlook, right now, the brutal cynicism of

; 'i'ﬂ,-' Ias\lr siui'emenf. wh_uch equclly iushﬁes eury
. “#h £

the argument is made that this glorlous ally of
ours, the Greek government, cannot be trusted
by Washington even to hold on to Cyprus, or
even to keep a Communist government out of
Greece, or in some other way to retain the
Cyprus base for American H-bombers.

This justification of an injustice will add to
the Greeks” unhappinéss with the injustice, and
not least of all in precisely the case of those
Greeks who are in favor of hanging on to
NATO’s coattails.

According to the press, the U. S. gives an-
other reason for its position, if only in ration-
alization. .

“Nor has it been easy,” writes the Times’
news report, “to adopt a position that, .on: the:
surface, flies in.the face of the traditional
American belief that all peoples have the right
to determine their own future. However, United
States officials feel that this is not the time to
disturb present arrangements in the eastern
Mediterranean and thdt the United Nations is
not the place to discuss the posszbzhty of such
changes.”

The significance of this last phrase is that,
-simultaneously, the U. S. has been arguing in the
UN that the world organization can and must

intervene with- Stalinist China on behalf of-

Americans arrested as "spies."
or unjustly.

Peiping has answered that the UN, ought to
stick its nose out. Now this is discussed in an-
other article in this issue, hut surely it is rele-
vant to point up a moral: Washington’s claims
of what the UN should or should not take up
are just as cynically motivated by its own nar-
row imperialist interests as are those of Peip-
ing. It takes a diplomat whose tongue is as
crooked as Malik’s or the late Vishinsky’s to
argue that the UN must intervene when a non-
member government arrests foreigners as spies
(even unjustly) but should not intervene when
a member government keeps a whole people
prlsoner against its will.

whether justly

Greek Patience

As the Times (and by implication the State
Department) concedes, the democratic case for
Enosis is overwhelming, and we have noted that
official-British claims are thereby implicitly re-
jected as lies. But the Times’ editorial at. the
same time cannot resist buttering the British
with at least one falsehood even on this side. of
the question. =

With a grimace which truthfully reﬂects
Amerlcan annoyance that the British and
Greeks should have put the U. S. on a hot spot,
the Times writes: “The rest of the Western

Pakistan Socialists
Against SEATO Alliance

The Socialist Party of Pakistan, at an Executive
meeting in Karachi on October 3- 4, adopted its state-
ment on foreign policy. The central idea was its “call
upon the nations particularly in Asia and Africa; to
strive for the establishment of "a neutral Third Force
which would'work toward settling the conflicts. .. .”

In this, the Pakistan Socidlists join most of the other
Asfan socialists in adopting’ a neutralist- -type of “third
force™ language torindicate their suspicion of both war
camps. “The Socialist Party views with alarm the pres-
ent trend toward a polarization of world forces,” the
statement begins.

Heavily attacked was capltahst colonialism. SEATO
it says, “was sprung on us with provocative suddenness,
and-almost all important countries of Southeast Asia
were excluded from it.” If also refers to the Nine-
Power Pact on rearming. Germany as among the moves
revegling poisonous fear and suspicion in the world.
Colonialism was condemned in North Africa, Malaya,
Kenya, Uganda, etc.

The statement ends on the note of the need for closer

.relations and friendship between Pakistan and India,

and particularly the danger of communalist strife
(Moslem versus Hindus):

“Friendship’ between India and Pakistan is essential
for the maintenance of péace in Asia. Reports of .recent

‘communal ‘disturbances in India are alarming, for such
‘disturbances endanger peace. The party.therefore urges

the government of Indla to take speedy actmn to meet
d4 . 3

‘Times makes it easy on itself by not explaining

- exactly flooding its columns with informati

Stalinism : mlhtary bases, atom bombs

world can only sit back unhapplly and wish-the
British had been more deft i in their handling of
the issue and the Greeks more understandmg’
and patient.” .

As for the first part of this double growl, the

its recipe for deftness; in any case such a rec-
ommendation comes with bad grace from. a
source which approved of thé overthrow of the
legally elected government of Guatemala by
force and violence supported by the State De— :
partment.

But the reference to Greek lack of "patience? 5
is likely to try that Greek virtue even furthe¥,
Britain’s former Secretary- of State for Coma
monwealth Relations (under the Labor govern-
ment), Philip Noel-Baker, currently writes, foi' :
example:

“Both the Cypriots and the Greeks have
shown exemplary patience and restraint. Eleu=
therios Venizelos, the greatest prime ministér
Greece has ever had [please remember this is'a
Laborite pro-imperialist talking—P. C.], tol’d
me in 1919, and often afterwards, that he woulﬂ
not raise the question until a British govern:
ment was ready for him to do so, and that he
would never allow it to impair the frlendshlp
[read: imperialist alliance—P. C.] betweén
Britain and Greece, ‘which throughout. his life
was the guiding principle of his pohcy Field
Marshal Papagos, while urging Enosis in May:
this year, said that Greece was ‘bound to Brlt-.
ain by a traditional friendship,” and that h’is.
government would ‘omit nothing nor take any‘_
steps which might give this (Enosis) campalgn
-an anti-British character.” . .. Yet the i immense
strength of Greek opmmn has obliged him ’Eo :
lay the Cyprus 1ssue before the General As
sembly of the UN. .

i

No Wonder Stalinism Spreads

As you can see, this is no new question. Ho_.':'\'q_-'_'
.gver, no one can claim that the U..S. préss

on how far back Greek patience does go. -

When - the first British governor came to: !
Cyprus in 1878, he was welcomed by the arch-
bishop in a speech which spoke of Enosis. A:
Cypriot appeal was made to Gladstone, as prlme
minister of Britain, in 1881; a new petition in
1885 ; another to Joseph Chamber;am in 1896
a motion was:laid before the Legislative Couh=
eil in 1903; in 1907, the then Under-Secretaty: =
for the Colonies, named Winston Churchill, wit-
nessed a great popular demonstration when he
visited the island ; a delegation was sent to Lon= .
don in 1923; another in 1929; still another int
1946; a plebzsclte was orgamzed in 1950 by th&-
Cyprlots themselves. $

The background for Enosv;, for that matte_" '
goes back to ancient times. Cyprus has been--
Greek or predominantly Greek for 3000 years_
(Greek legend made it the birthplace of Homer
and the place where Aphrodite rose out of tﬁ'
waves; and the Cypriot cities were invited to
- send. Shlps to Troy, where only Greeks could
fight) . The British governor of the island frohs;._-
1926-1932, Sir Ronald Storrs, has said: “The
Greekness of the Cypriots is indisputable. N _
sensible person will deny that the Cypriot 1
greek-qpeakmg, Greek-thinking, Greek—feehng'

reek.”

The Cypriots have been: patient with Brih§
promises foo. :

In 1897 Gladstone said that he hoped to see
the Cyprrofs "pluced by a friendly arrang
ment, in organic union with their brethren of
the Kingdom of Greece.” In 1907 Winsfon
Churchill' said that the feeling of the Cypriofs
for Enosis was "an example of the patriotic dé-
votion which so nobly characterizes the Greek
nation,” and that the only Greek he had learnt
during his visit to Cyprus was "Zefo i Enosis"i- 5

NS

. Long live union with Greece.

All of this—any and every democratic cons:dfb
eration, any consideration of political warfaré
against Stalinist claims—is thrown out -becausé
Washington knows only one way of stopping*

bages




{Continued from page 1)

 Assuming the innocence of the
‘Americans, then, we still note with
interest, first, that Peiping has
been letting out hints of a certain
swap—and that the U. S. press and
the U. S. delegation to the UN have
“.not been eager to talk much about
it.

‘- For the U. S. has a little crime
of its own to account for. There
are in this country a large number
(a “few. thousands,” says one
.:source) of Chinese students who
are- being detained. here against
their will. Back on September 13,
-we published the protest being cir-
'.culated by 26 of these Chinese stu-
dents, through the offices of the
New England Quakers. True, these
" students are not in jail, but the
" offense is a serious one, and has
been going on for at least three
years.

WHAT MAO PROVES

.. Now, incidentally, we would like
to know how many of the indig-
nant delegates of the UN would
vote for a resolution requiring UN
interventions into {#his - offense,
which also involves the unjust de-
tention of foreigners; but we raise
7 this question in passing only to
- cast some doubt on the moral fer-
- vor behind the UN vote. The rele-
~ vance of the matter is that Peiping
. has been hinting at a swap of the
~ American “spies” for the detained
students.

" One need not whitewash Mao’s
government by claiming that the
poor. dear innocents in Peiping are
merely using hostages to call at-
tention to another crime, that of
the U. S., since they are excluded
by U. S. insistence from the world
forum of the UN. But no apologist
~ for American policy can get highly
‘moral about it.
... One thing that Mao is succeeding
Zin doing is to show that the U. S.
..and the UN cannot ignore the fact
‘ that China is ruled by a govern-
- ment which is not in the UN and
that the "Chinese delegates” to the
. UN are fakes. One might even build
a theory (which would be as good
as the next month's) about why

~at d time when Moscow is purring
_and cooing.

.The UN, under Washington’s in-
"Slstenee, persmts in pré‘tendmg

-
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hina and the

Peiping is acting so bélligerenﬂy‘

that China has delegates at the
UN, but Mao very easily demon-
strates that this is a childish fic-
tion. The very fact that the State De-
partment went to the UN to complain
was such a demonstration. The vote was
such a demonstration. It was a demon-
stration when Dag Hammarskjold was
instructed to deal with the non-existent
government of China which rules China.

And Mao is undoubtedly interested in
hammering home the elementary fact
that the UN cannot hope to accomplish
its avowed purposes, from its own point
of view, without letting Peiping join. It
is proving each time there is such an
imbroglio that in-order to intervene to
keep the peace the UN must recognize.
Peiping and not Formosa as the capital
of China.

LIES AND WILD TALES

~ Whatever the leaning of opinion in such
a matter as the arrest of the Americans,
no political policy can be based on a fu-
tile attempt to ascertain the fact. The
only thing that can be established with
certainty about such matters is that both

_governments are proven liars in these -

cases. By the law of averages each side
must be "in the right" somewhat less than
half the time—less than half, we explain,
on order to allow for the times when both
are lying.

If one has a right to believe that the
Chinese Stalinists invented the famous
germ-warfare tale, then one has an equal
or better right to believe that the Ameri-
can government told something less than
the truth about :the plane-shooting im-
broglio - with Peiping, - where evidence
pointed to provocative action by the U. S,
= In the present instance, the U. S. case
was bolstered by the admission of the
Russian delegate that the flyers were
taken in uniform, whieh would seem to
be puma -facie evidence against their be-
ing “spies”; and this was the blg point
at the UN debate. It is impressive.

But even if this were an unplanned
blunder on the part of Malik—we men-
tion this- because of the cheerful specu-
lation about rifts hetween Peiping and
Moscow—and even if the flyers were not
“spies,” it is risky, we repeat, to play the
game of tryihg to determine which side
is lying this time. Historical experience
on this point is in order, but instead we
will refer to an intriguing item which
has only just appealed in the press.

Suppose, dear reader, the Chinese were
to claim that the devils from the U. 5.
were flooding their country with a "flour,”
for relief purposes, which really was gun-
powder and explosive; that this pseudo-
flour was being smuggled into the country
under the cover of humanitarian pur-
poses. . ..

It sounds wild, wilder than the germ-
warfare charges, an “obvious” though
crude atterapt to discredit American re-
lief missions and at the same time be-
smirch the United States. Letting people
bake an “explosive flour” into bread...!

But, truth being stranger. than fiction
(even stranger than the Stalinists’ fic-
tions), an ex-O8S officer has recently ex-
plamed how he did just that, in China,
behind Japanese lines during the Second
World War. The item made an incon-
spicueus page in the N. Y. Times.
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Of course, it was in wartime; it was
directed against the Japanese; and the
story was unclear on just why this ex-
plosive substance had to be able to pass
as flour and even be able to be baked into

. bread, But: we cite it as a caution.

PEIPING PROPAGANDA

The fact is that political judgments on
the Chinese issue not only cannot, but
need not, be based on attempts to decide
on the fruth of such cold-war charges and
counter-charges. As LA has argued several
times now, the exclusion of Stalinist China
from .the UN is not only a strategic mis-
take but a reflection of the State Depart-
[ents reactionary line of supporting
Chiang - Kai-shek; and that the United-
States' stupid-and anti-democratic foreign
pelicy is o boost to the. Peiping Stalinists,
not a hindranca

Even as.the UN. votes the empty vie-
tory for Washington, the newspapers re-
port real victories for the Stalinists. This
morning as we write (December 13), the
N. Y. Times front-pages a story about
the impact on India of a traveling “Chi-
nese Communist package of culture, en-
tertainment and propaganda,” a good-

“will show. It has been packing in thou-

sands on thousands in New Dehli, and,

the correspondent indicates, the propa--

ganda is not ineffective, Enviously the
dlspatch says:

“The impression made here by the tal-
ent and wit of the Chinese artists has
made many Americans in town wish their
own country would put its best cultural

foot forward. There is a strong feeling -

that artists like Marian Anderson,
Jascha Heifetz: and Maria Tallchief
could do a lot more in one tour than any

_numher of broadecasts and statements.

“So far there never has been a troupe
organized by the United States in India.”

SAY IT OR SING IT

Now we would be the last to deny that
absolutely mon-political ‘music by three
such artists might indeed be better than
the U. 8.’s broadcasts -and: statements,
though this is a terrific indictment of
thosg broadcasts and statements; but let
no one think that such an American
troupe would be the equivalent of the
Chinese show which is wowing India.

The Chinese show is a political' one,
as the correspondent himself emphasizes.

Hence the weakness of his wish for the

“best cultural foot forward.”

Would the U. 8. have anything to say
through such a show, that could counter
the Stalinist appeal? This, at any rate,
and not the eomparative talents of
Marian Anderson et al. versus the Chi-
nese is the problem of the cold war, which

the Chinese Stalinists are winning in -

Asia. .

Could a U. 5. traveling show explain, via
Maria Tallchief perhaps, why Washington
is backing Chiang Kai-shek? Could a U..S.

traveling show adequately explain #o an-

Indian audience why the U. S. supported
French imperialism in Indochina, or new
in North Africa? Could Jascha Heifetz's
great violin adequately explain why Wash-
ington believes in trampling on the rights
of the people of Cyprus for the soke of
what.it calls "strategic advantages,” that
is, military alliances and bases?

And so while well-behaved delegates in

the UN find a good reason for voting the
U. S. side against Stalinist China (the

flyers wore uniforms after all), such hol- -

low votes will not win the heart and
mind of Asia in revolution. |

CCNY ——

{Confinued from- page 5]

state of democracy in-the country as a-'

whole. is: decreased.

Whatever
clubs to. furn over some minimum list of
membérs may have seemed to exist in: the
past, the conditions of the wifchhunt make
them entirely untenable.

Were there a- college administration

somewhere in this country which genu-
inely desired a lively political life
among its students (including those stu-
dents who dissented from the majority
political ideas) it would sharply cut such
requirements, asking only perhaps that
the names of two or three officers of the
student club be submitted or even that
‘(as has up till now ob,tiained at Antioch)
only one stulent is necessary to organize
a meeting or a club.

Academic™freedom today needs with
great urgency a large reduction in the

number of students’ names that have to
be submltted to school authorities before. -

udent’ groups. can. function on the car

justification: for requiring -

The ISL Program
in Brief

The Independent Socialist League stands
for socialist democracy and against the
two systems of exploitation which - new
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
olized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by a new social system; in
which the people. own and conirol the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati- -
cally controlfing: ﬂreir own economlc und
polifical destinies. -

Stalinism, il lussiu and wherever i
holds. power, . is g brutal: fd!lihrhlism— .

a new. form-of exploitation. Hs. agents. in

every.country, the Communist Parties, are
unreleating enemies. of socialism and' hove -
nothing in. common -with sociolism—which
cannot: exist:-without. effective democratic -
conirol by the.people. - -

These fwo-camps of capitallsm and Stal-
inism are today at each other’s throats in
a worldwide imperialis¢ rivairy for. domi--
nation. This struggle can only lead.to the
most frightful war in-history so long as the

people leave the copitalist. and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism =
stands for beilding-and strengihening the

Third Camp of the peoph against -both
war blocs,

The ISL, os o Marxist movemeﬂ Ioolrs
to the working ¢loss and- ifs ever-present-

struggle as:the: basic progressive: force in - .
society. The ISL is organized to-spread the :

ideas of socialism in.the labor movement -
and among oM other sections of the people.

At the some time,.independent- Socialists ...
participate actively in every siruggle fo |
better the people's lot now—siuch as the . -

fight for higher living- standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of

civil liberties and the trade-union. move- -

ment. We seek to join together with aoH
other .militants in -the Iakor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an independent labor party and cﬂier pro-
gressive policies,

The fight for democracy and the ﬁgM

for socialism are inseparable. There can!"
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be no lasting and.genuine democracy: with- -

out socialism, and there can be ne socigl-
ism without democracy. To. enrofl- under
this. h:m. icin. the- Ind.pudont Snigll:l:
h’“ﬂ“ ik
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