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Kutcher Wins,
Jim Crow Hit,
In the Courts

Two court decisions this week were big
advances for democracy. In one, James
Kutcher, the “legless veteran,” won an-
other victory for his case, in the federal
Court of Appeals. In the second, a Su-
preme Court delivered a blow against bus
segregation of Negroes which may pos-
sibly be fatal to this sector of Jim Crow.
In both cases, however, here was consid-
erable question as to how conclusive these
decisions are;

In Qctober 1952 the Supreme Court de-
cided that Kutcher had been improperly
fired by thed/eterans Administration from
his $42-a-week clerk's job, solely for
membership in an organization (Socialist
Workers Party) listed as “subversive” by
the attorney general. The VA thereupon
revised its charges, and the case started
all over again winding its way up to the
e e,
:;hﬁ""fﬁé.:hf‘:\rdééisf@n the Court of Ap-
peals apparenily based its reversal of the
lower court on the ground of the Veterans
Preference Act of 1944, which required
that firing of veterans must be preceded
by, 30-days’ notice in writing of specific
charges. The court found that this had not
been done; in particular, that the charges
on which he had been fired were different
from the charges later made by the VA
Loyalty Board.

To this extent the ruling was a technical
cne, rather than one based on throwing
out the charges themselves, although eriti-
cal remarks were made on these points
too.

There is still a possibility that the gov-
ernment may appeal to the Supreme
Court, or that the VA may bring new pro-
ceedings to olst Kuicher from his job,,
thus providing a new basis for the already»
heinous persecution of the legless véteran.

If Kutcher gets his job back by court
action, it means over §20,000 in back pay
{for him.

In the bus case, the Supreme Court took
a <ryptic sort of action. the exact signifi-
cance of which lawyers are still discuss-
ing. It let stand a Court of Appeals ruling
which struck down a South Carolina law
requiring segregation of passengers in mo-
tor -vehicles. The important thing is that
this law dealt with intra-state busses. Jim
Crow in inter-state travel has already
been outlawed by the court,

The court decision, however, said sim-
ply that the appeal is dismissed, and re-
ferred to a precédent not involving seg-
segation.

But cryptic or not, the decision has al-
teady had an impact on Jim Crow. Bus
companies [n 13 Southern cities have an-
nounced the end of segregation; this in-
cludes the bus company involved in the
famous Montgomery boycott.
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Editors Vote: 'We're Losing

The Cold War Against Russia’

By GORDON HASKELL

The feeling that the foreign policy of the American government
has. got this country firmly wedged into an alley which is blind at both
ends appears to be spreading into some of the remoter intellectual areas
of the country. This became evident when 81 editors, gathered at a
breakfast in connection with the recent convention of the American
Society of Newspaper Editors, voted two to one that the United States

is “losing the cold war.” Guésts at
the breakfast (including justices
of the Supreme Court, cabinet
members and the like) also voted
43-26 for the same proposition.

Just to illustrate the kind of
thing these editors and other dignitaries
must have had in mind: The same issue
of the New York Timea which reported
the above poll (April 22), also reported
the followmg llems

T

MAY DAY ISSUE

comes next week, Including May Day
_greetings from our friends. Week after
that (May 14) comes our onnual spe-
cial pomphlet-issue. This one will be
devoted to the subject of "LABOR IN
AMERICAN POLITICS."

Item 1: “During the seven-year his-
tory of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization the fourteen nations compos-
ing it have spent almost $312 billions for
military uses, according to a report by
the North Atlantic Council.”

Of this sum, the United States has
spent approximately $252 billions, or an
average of 336 billions per vear.

Item 2; "Privately West German poli-
ticianis and officials zay the Soviet gov-
efnment-is winning hands down in all
séctors of the ‘cold war' and that if
leadership iz not reasserted in the West
the battle in Eunrope is doomed. Publicly
these Germans affirm that all is well."
[The Germans referred to are, of course,
prominet members and supporters of the
Adenauer government.]

In the United States, the awareness that

WHY?

the failure of the government's foreign

policy is no longer confined to experts in
the field buf is becoming widely recog-
nized in the country has led to what the
papers call the “injection” of the issue
into the presidential campaign. Both Pres-
ident Eisenhower ond presidential aspir-
ant Stevenson addressed major foreign
policy speeches to the newspaper edifors’
eonvention. .

On the same day, George V. Allen,
Assistant Becretary of State for. Near
Fnstern, South Asian and African Af-
airs, - addressed .the . n-Aeademy,
of Political and Secial- Sciences, and
l:'}eorge Kennan, former head of the pol-
icy-planning staff of the State Depart-
ment, spoke on a TV program on “The
REevolution in American Policy."”

It would seem that these men would be
fitting representatives in any “great de-
bate"” on foreign policy between the

{Turn to last page)

By AL FANDLEY

STALINIST ANTI-SE
The Question Is Not

The Polish Stalinist press—mprmted in the U.S. Stalinist organ
Freiheit—has now confessed to the anti-Semitic persecutions by the
Stalin regime, but this confession does not end the matter.

(For one.thing, now Khrushchev: in
London is reported to have called any
talk of anti-Semitism in Russia “non-
sense,” speaking to the national commit-
tee of the British Labor Party.—ED.)

The anti-Semitic policy of the Stalin-
ist regime included discriminatory prae-
tices in the armed services, in some in-
stitutions of learning, and especially in
the diplomatic service and foreign-trade

" organizations. The general Russian pol-

icy of sllowing @nd even encouraging all
nationalities of the country to use and
develop their native language and cul-
ture (provided the correct party line
was followed fin -all matters) was not
extended to-the Jews.

I#'s going to be on FRIDAY, May 4, in New York

Celebrate May Day with the ISL & Y51

Talk by Shncﬁmun . + « Dancing, Social, Refreshments . . .
Special skit on 20th Congress

AT ADELPH! HALL, 74 FIFTH AVENUE, near 13th Street

-night in the

Almost every trace of Yiddish culture
—which only a few vears before had
flourished—was destroyed almost over-
mid-forties. All Yiddish
writers, some of them extreme Stalinist
syeophants—disappeared from view. The

. reports were that some had been killed

and others imprisoned.

The height of this anti-Semitic cam-
paign came, of course, with the gecusa-
tion and arrest of the Jewish doctors in

a framed-up “plot” allegedly gotten up.

by the Joint Distribution Committee
(Jewish relief organization) to subvert
the Russian government.

While this period is new well known, it
is less well-known that anti-Semitism did
not cease. after the death of Stalin, in
spite of a certain easing-up.

After the old tyrant disappeared,
there were signs of leniency toward Rus-
gia’s ethnie and religious groups; but
this easing was not extended equally to
the Jews., There have been a few conces-
sions: the releazse and rehabilitation of
the Kremlin doctors; the relaxation of
the complete ban on Jewish emigration
{about 20 were permitted to leave); and
the cessation of open anti-Semitic at-
tacks in the press.

iCentineed.on page 3)

MITISM:
Yet Over

United Socialist
May Day in Chicago

Chicago will see an all-in united social-
ist and labor May Day rally on May 1.

The Independent Socialist League and
Young Socialist League of Chicago are
among the 12 sponsors, the others being:
the Socialist Party of Hllinois, the Féder-
ation of Jewish Tradé Unions, Jewish La-
bor Committee, TWW, Sociil Democratie
Federation, Workmen's Circle, the For-
ward, U. of C. Socialist Club, Verband,
and Jewish Labor Bund.

These groups constitute the Chicago
Joint May Day Celebration Committes
which will hold its rally at the Midland
Hotel, 172 West Adams, at & p.m.

The speakers will be: Frank Marqnart,
education director of UAW Local 212; Sid
Lens, socialist anthor and writer; Hershel
Himmelfarb of the Bund; and Jacob Siegal
of the Forward.

On the Saturday preceding May Day
{April 28 at 8 pm.) there will be a social
beld by the ISL, SP and TWW jointly, to
which all are invited. It will take place
at Lloyd Singer’s, 6139 5. Greenwood

(11860 east),.and the announcement pre- .

dicts “beer, singing, and a general good
time."

- E - -
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“Phila. Third Camp Conference "L & * “e i

s

Re-examines Radical Politics

F . Phila,, Apr.

The Philadelphia Third Camp € nnfEh
ence held yesterday in the Jane Addams
* House was a well attended and stimulat-
“ing event. Approximately 100 people at-
‘ tended all or some of the three discussion
' periods and participated in critical and
constructive examination of three impor-
tant topics of the times.

A. I. Muoste led off with an evaluation
of “The Political Assassination of Stal-
+in"” in which the Communist Party lead-
ership is now ehgaged. Muste reminded
‘the audience that the present Russian
Yeaders were ‘not even silent critics of
-Stalin but his most loyal supporters. He
believes that their recent actions were
‘motivated least of all by a change of
+heart. Motivations suggested by Muste
rwere!

{1) Russia needs to compete with
United States ‘for international friends,
‘{2) For the first time in many decades
‘the country finds itself no longer on the
werge of starvation. (3) The Communist

Party-is trying to woo Socialist Parties

<into umited front activity. (4) Because

«of the relative. stréngth of the Chinese

4CP and the indepéndent prestige of its

fleaders, the Russian CP cannot again be

‘theaded by the infallible international
ictator of all ‘Communist Parties,

" Muste challenged the claims of the
resent: party line that Russia only be-
me bureaucratic under Stalin in the
(930s. He showed that such measures
re taken-by Stalin in the 1920s against.

rotsky and other Bolshevik leaders,
He also argued that they stemmed

firom a number of concepts which he
¢laimed were held by the Communist
Party in Lenin’s day. These were: the
concept—of a small revolutionary van-
guard party, one-party system, the con-
cept- of democratic socialism, and a fixa-
tion on the concept of power. Muste ad-
mitted that the backward nature of Rus-
sian economy and society and the failure
of the socialist revolutions in more ad-
vanced countries were also 1mpor1;anl;
f‘ac!;ors

: S.EE Lﬁﬂiﬂ!iﬂﬁ Up

“kllcel H‘urrinqlna, l-lﬂﬂ!ﬂl chairman
of fhe Young Seocialist League, reversed
ﬂnsl‘e's emphosis on the reasons for the
fdulur! of the socialist revolution in Rus-
s_Ip, He pointed out that it was incorrect

“to see any simlhrliy befween the struggle.

for leadership in the Russion CP at the
death of Lenin and the sifuation at the
death of Stalin. Stalin had to destroy the

socialist revolution fto overceme his op-
puann afd to create a new totalifarian
¢plle¢flﬂs|' society.

The maneuvering of his heirs and the
-dpﬁtmctlon of the Stalin myth were scen
"b?,’ Harnng'bon to be essentially the ac-
tions of the bureaucrats to stabilize

emselves and to enjoy the. fruits-.of

élr pnwleged positions.

Muste-wstulata; that the preesnt col-
!Qeti.ve leadership will continue in the
foreseeable future. Bayard Rustin, the

ird speaker at the conference, gues-
tioned that it would be possiblé to have
thig loosening of power at the top in the
CP without some of the desire for loosen-
-ihg geeping down to the exploited masses
in Russia.

This asp-et.t was among those vigorous-
ly.debated in the discussion period. Qut
of the discussion theré appeared fo
emerge agreement on the following con-
cepts: The present vegimes of the CP
ave not now either democratic or social-

st; the loosening of controls have been
planned from the top and are more ap-
parent than real; nevertheless they are
the results not only of bureaucratic in-
terests domestie and foreign but also of
the pressure of the workmg people in
Russia. Tt is correct to be skeptical, but
also Third Camp advocates should cave-
fully watch for signs of demands from
the ranks partieularly in Communist
Parties outside Russia for increased de-

mocracy and show willingness to offer,

aid and encouragement.

 RE-EVALUATION

In late afterncon the conference dealt -

with the next topic of “The New Radical-
ism," with Michael Harrington as the
pnnﬂple speaker. Harrington opened
with an outline of the dlﬂ'erences be-
tween the old liberalism in the days of
capitalism on its way up and the New
Deal liberalism of capitalism on the way
down.

The later-day liberalism never solved
its problems but was rescued by the war
and the Permanent War Ecomomy. Liberal-

ism has no nl-}arnuhﬂ- to the war econ-
omy, in fact there is me solution #o it
within liberal bounds. That seolution. must
be offered by the new radicalism. it is the
unhoppy fact that to this moment such a
radicalism has not yet succeded in cap-
turing the imaginations of the vast ma-
jority of the working class in the United
States.

Harrington spoke in opposition to
those who wish to cast aside all known
tadicalism, its ideas, its traditions, and
the small organizations which gxist. He
proposed instead that certain very basic
tenets be re-examined.

Some of these would be: (a) Nation-
alization is the equivalent of socialism;
(b) Attitunde toward wiolence and de-
struction; (¢) Democratic forms are but
pretense and farce; (d) Economie
changes are determining over social and
political ehange.

Briefly the findings of the re-evalu-
ation, he thought, would be somewhat
along these lines. The question of who

controls the nationalized industries and.
for whose benefit they are operated is a-

key one, The workers must have some
concrete evidence that they now own
their factory. The atomic weapons now
greatly increase the danger that destrue-
tion of human life and produetive facili-
ties. could be so great that the material
basis of plenty could not be available for
socialism, The customary democratic
forms are important but they must be
greatly extended not only in the political
field but also in the economic sphere.
They can be vused to further the peoples'
interest rather than to subvert it. The
new radicalism must aim to bring about
a social revolution. and a leltI{:ﬂ] one as
well .as . radical economic t:'hange His-
tory has shown us that economic forms
can provide for co_lle_ctwg ownership but
social. degradation and political subjuga-
tion ean continue.

REPORT ON MONTGOMERY

The closing sesdion was held in the
evening with Bayard Rustin speaking on
“The Meaning of Montgomery.” The ex-
ecutive secretary of the War Resisters
League had recently spent several weeks
on the scene of the bus boycott and had
just finished talks with Martin Luthey
King, the boycott leader.

Rustin sees the events in Montgomery
as being unuvsually significant. They are
taking place as the industrial revolution
has really moved into the south. Both
white and colored workers are leaving
the farms, are meeting on new and un-
fumiliar grounds in the cities and in the
factories.

Secondly, the attitude of the Southern
whites has become more and more out of
tune with reality. They now confess they
cannot understand “their Negroes"—the
last thing they would like to confess.
There is a change in the Negroes' atti-

tude—they will take “no more white
folks stuff.” _
Colhnuing. Ruskin cloimed that the

majn purpose of the White Citizens Coun-

cils was to break the rising labor move. -

ment in the South. Laber must recognize

and meet this challenge. The final signifi-

cant fact is the whter collapse of the
white liberals in the south. Even in the
most critical sHuations they cam barely
whisper “no attitude.”

The story of Montgomery is too fa-
miliar to repeat Here but the audience
found Rustin’s recounting of it informa-
tive and refreshing. The speaker felt
that in "Montgomery” the American
Negroes have found themselves and will
in the future play a more responsible
role in society. America'’s problems will
be accepted as their problems. Rustin ad-
vocated that Third Camp supporters be-
come active in these struggles for racial
equality. In a certain sense it is our co-
lonial struggle—the United States im-
ported its colonial problem centuries ago.
The speaker foresaw a Democratic Party
split off in the South which would “free”
the Northern liberals.

At each session the chairman invited
those attending to become active in
Third Camp activities, Short statements
were made of the ideas of the Third
Camp and newcomers were directed to
literature prepared by the loecal Contact
Committes and to that published by par-
tipicating organizations and independent
general Third Camp publications. O1-
ganizations mentioned as participating
in addition to the YSL and WRL were:

- the Independent Socialist League, the

Peacemakers, -and the Philadelphia. local
of the Socialist Party.

* town, assigning two widely

Desegregaﬁmrﬂakes Advance&;

By BETTY PERKINS

The Hillsbore (Qhio) School Boeard
has finally capitulated and after two
years of litigation has admitted eighteen
Negro children to the nearby white Web-
ster School.

This most famous of Northern Jim
Crow school situations has left behind it
a bitter legacy, due to the last-ditch
stand of the board and the grudging
manner in which it finally admitted the
students.

Segregation was guietly established, at
*Hillsboro in 1939, when the schools be-
came crowded and all Negro students
were - packed -into ramshackle Lincoln
School. Negro parents did not, however,
protest until. after the Supreme. Court
decision of 1954.

In answer to their protests the beard,
which was elected by a population of
predeominantly Southern extraction and
outlook, simply redistricted the whole
separated
Negro -neighborhoods to Lincoln.

For two vears, every day, 26 children
presented themselves to the 850-pupil
Webster School,  where they were told
they had not been assigned because there
was not enough room. Each day they re-
turned to their homes where their par-
ents and volunteer teachers, often
Quakers, tanght classes.

The parents' request for am injunction
to prevent this segregation was refused.
by Cincinnati Judge John Druffel. Early.
this year the Circuit Court reversed
Druffel's decision. Druffel then persuaded
the board to appeal %o the Supreme-
Court, which refused to review the case.

Even then the school board. refnsed ta:
admit the children, claiming first that it
had not been legally informed of the
decision; secondly, that it had not re-
ceived the necessary order from Druffel;
and thirdly, that the state would have m
wive placement tests.

After all these formalities had been
fulfilled, 18 children found theniselves in
the same grade that they had been in two
years ago. Perhaps another.legal action
will he necessary for the pu 1]5 to find
themselves in the proper grades; Has

L 2

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

A. Philip Randelph, vice-president of
the AFL-CIO and head of the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, has asked
more than twenty leaders of Negro: or-
ganizations, with 12,000,000 members, to
meet with him in Washington April 24
in a “State of the Race” Conference.

The purpose of this conference is to
plan a unified program supporting school
desegregation, and was triggered by the
recent congressional manifesto signed by
Southern cengressmen in Washington,

Randolph is the man who made the
call for a “March on Washington”
during World War II, the threat of
which was enough to get a-federal FEPC
law from President Roosevelt.

&
_PEASE AND QUIET
Chicapo's famous Trumbnll Park

housing area, where anti-Negro demon-
strations by large mobs were reported
on the front pages of the nations’ news-
papers, now enjoys an atmosphere of
primarily peaceful, neighborly relations
among its residents.

Incidents of violence are rare, only one
being reported since last summer. Police
details, ence numbered at 1200, are still
in the area but number only 112 men.
Police say that the mobs were Mmade up

In Philadelphia—Hear
Max Shachtman

on

STALINISM WITHOUT
STALIN

The Meaning of the
20th Congress

THURS., MAY 3, at 8:30 p.m.

St. James Hotel, Room 304
13th and Walnet

Auspices:

mostly of teen- -agers who lived outzide
the project, and who were dis¢ouraged
by the use of persistenl, intelligent use
of the police to prevent violenee—a
lesson to be learned and followed by
those responsible for keeping peace in
the South today.
[ ]

"CONSPIRACY"

Charges that under the GL loan pro-
gram, Negro veterans.have not Geen able
to obtain. much housing and practically
no on-the-job training,: that no Negro
veteran ‘has benefited from farm and
business loan provisions, and thst: veter-
ans hospitals in the South fry to send
Negro patients to all-Negro hospitals
were made by Mickey Levine, chairman
of the American Veterans Committee,
after a two-weeks tour through Tennes-
see, Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia and
Mississippi.

The charges were made by Levine in
a letter to the chairman of the House
Veterans Affairs. Committee, asking: for
an investigation into what he called a.
definite -conspiracy. The charges were
denied, of course, by J. S. Patterson,
acting veterans administrator.

RACIST MOB AT WORK

Detroit, scene of the huge race riots
of 1943 and s city whose:race relations
make a police commando squad neces-
sary, recently made headlines again
when a mob of 500 angry people in
8 middleclass suburb demonstrated.

- against new neighbors-who were said. to

be colored.

John Rouse, 70, said Hmt he was half
Canadian and half Indian, and that his
wife was Scotch-Irish. Despite encour-
agement from the city’s Conimission on
Community Relations to resist the pres-
sure, Rouse, because of his prandchild-
ren and perhaps because he wanted quiet
in his retirement, agreed to sell his home
to a neighborhood “Impmvement Associ-
ation” at a profit of 22,000

Not content- with: ﬂ;‘iah Ipm;aﬁﬂﬂhﬁ
gation of these racists followed $he old
owners of Rouse's house to their new
neighborhood, where they warned their
new mneighbors that these people needed
watching because they were “just the
type! to sell their home to Negroes!

Anti-Trujillo Pickets
March for Galindez

New York, Apr. 24
The disappearance of Jesus de Galindegz,
anti-Trujillo professor at Columbia, a refu-
gee from Franco Spain, was brought to
the attention of New York by a demon-
stration held at the Dominican. Repnhhc
consulate, 5-6 p.m. today. The demonstra-
tion was sponsored by the Committee to
Defend Franco's Labor Victims,~of- which
Norman Thoemas. is ' the-chairman,
Approximately 30 people picketed at
Rockefeller Center, where the Dominican
committee is located, with signs calling
for-an end: to the dictatorship of General
Rafael Trujillo,

Trujillo's dictatorship is the subject- of
a reportedly sensational book, still in-

manusecript, by Dr. Galindez. The book
which will be published soon is generally
assumed to be the reason for Galindez's
mysterious disappearance and probable
murder. It is commonly thought that
Galindez was “gotten” by agents of the
Caribbean dictator.

The operation of.a well-organized ring
of such agents is widely suspected, iis pur-
pose being to coerce political refugees
from the Dominican Republic into silence.
The fact that two other well-known po-
litical opponents of the Trujillo dictator-
ship have been murdered in the United
States helps to convince one-of this situ-
ation.

Thus far, the entire case has had inade-
quate attention from the police authori-
ties. The district attorney of New York
seems to have done little except to confis-
cate copies of the manuscript of Galindez's
boak.

The FBI has ostentatiously kept out of
the case. The Justice Department, it seems,
is not going to risk offending one of their
friends in the Caribbean—even if‘'a par-
ticular friend happens to be & murderous

Independent %cmlmt L@ag-hi' "= |- dictator. _ L
L% ,._.

2




Page Three

CTEIT = lntllefB I:ldorPM‘y

Another Party Batt

By OWEN ROBERTS :
Loudon, Apr. 12

There is still some time to go before
this year’'s annual conference of. the La-
bor Party—six months in fact—but al-
ready maneuvering for position has be-
gun for the key post of party treasurer,
which carries with it a seat on the Na-
tional Executive Committee.

At last year's conference and the one
hefore, the battle of the treasurer was
fought out in a straight contest between
the left and right, with Hugh Gaitskell
representing the right and Aneurin
Bevan the left. Now Gaitskell iz the
leader of the Parliamentary Labor Party
and as such gets an automatic seat on
the. NEC, so there is no lenger any need
ior him to stand as treasurer to collect
the all-important votes of the right-wing
trade unions in order to compensate for
his lack of support among the local La-
bor Party branches.

With the question of the treasurer ﬂl'lﬁe
again up in the air the right-wing ele-
ments of the party are now busy gather-
ing support for o mew man to oppose
Bevan., Their first choice seems o be
‘George Brown, Member of Parliament for
Belper, extreme rightwinger ond active
anti-Eevanite. W

Brown was nominated’ last week by his
loeal Labor Party for the tréasurer’s job
—nit this by no means indicates that he
will -wather any material support from
othidyr local parties. His real strength lies
in the fact that he is chairman of the

Stalinist Ant'foSémitism: It Is Not Yet

fCeontinued from page 1)

The press eampaign against Jews re-
sumed. te a limited extent in the summer
of 1955. Unser Shtimne reports the use
by provinicial Russian papers of unusual
emphasis given to cases involving Jews
—for example, by printing their- full
names-and repeating them frequently, so
that:readers will e sure to “catch on.”
Tn-at least-one'case, a Moscow paper did-
the same thing when it reported that “a
Jew Isaac Moyshereviteh swindled the
government,”

At the same time, the number of Jews
prosecuted for economic offenses sudden--
Iy increased.

During 19556 a few Jewish prisoners
were released. Tens of thousands are
still - cunﬁued aceording to reports of
former * slave-labor camp inmates who
have returned to Gerinany, Austria and_
other ‘€ountries,

Semyon D. Ignatiev, the official of the
Ministry of State Security that fabri-
eated the infamous “Doctaws’ Plot,” got
off with a ‘temporary demotion, but soon
reappeared.” In March 1954 he was elect-
ed to -the ‘Supreme Soviet, and in Febru-

ary 1956 the 20th Congress of the party
rezelected him to the Central Committee:-

CONFESSIONS

-The 20#h Congress, of course, was the
seéne of the vielent denunciation of Stal-
in. While no ene knows exactly what was
said, the press-has reported that the pres-
ent leaders declared Stolin was personally
anti-Semitic end thot ke grew more and
more -violently anti-Semitic as time went
on.

According to the Jewish Telegraphie
Agency (April 19), the Warsaw CP
Jewish organ Folksstimme printed an
article saying that Beria had executed
dozens of Jewish members of the Com-
munist Party and armed forees, at the
direct command of Joseph Stalin,

A London Times report of the “inside
jnformation” variety says that a story is
making the rounds among the East Eu-
ropean “Stalinists: Khrushchev is sup-
posed to have told party leaders that in
1953 Stalin proposed the establishment
of a new Russian Pale (ghetto region})
for the Jews in the northert part of the
country., According to this veport, Miko-
yan and Molotov protested that such a
step ‘would arouse too much opposition.

‘The Russian historical journal Prob-
lem# -of - History decried “anti-Semitie
deviations under Stalin.”

Not to be outdone, Premier Sirocky of
Czechoslovakia had to confess too. He
declaved there had been certain evidences
of anti-Semitism in the notorious Slan-
gky -trial, which had been marked not
only by anti-Zionism, as claimed, ‘but
also by anti-Semitism.

The revelatons - about the Stalinish
crimes -on the Jewish question are only af-
their baginnings, Hui»mm Is still o mys-

“past supported Gaitskell,

trade-union group of Lahor M?s and his

parliamentary position is supported by
the Transport and General Workers' Un-
ion—the largest trade unien in Britain
and one with a long tradition of backing
the right wing of the Labor Party.

It seems ‘certain, therefore, that
Brown will be backed as treasurer by
the T & GWU and its satellites on the
right wing of the trade-union movement.

A few days ago a further complication
arose when the Amalgamated Enginegr-
ing Union decided to nominate Charles
Pannell, MP for West Leeds, as treas-
urer, This move caused some surprise be-
cause Pannell iz as right-wing as Brown
and, furthermore, is secretary of the
trade-union group of Labor MPs and
hence works closely with Brown.

RIGHT WING SPLIT?

The leadership of the AEU has in the
and incurred
the wrath of its rank and file in the
process. Last year the rank and file
placed the issue before the union’s court
of appedl, alleging that the leadership
had been instructed by the membership
to support Bevan and in supporting
Gaitskell had shown complete disregard
for the wishes of the membership.

After due deliberation the AET court
[ & a’p}iea‘l found in favor of the members,
and_ said® that the® votes of the union
should have beern thrown behind Bevan.
Theé leadership of the AEU, it would ap-

tery about the fate of hundreds of thou-
sands of Polish and Russion Jews. The re-
lations between the GFU and the Gestapo
in the extermination of the Jews of East-
ern Europe is a subject that will have to
wait further disclosures or an opening of
the secret files of the GPU by a resurgent
Russion workers' movement.

HE RECANTED

Ewen before the 20th Congress uncon-
firmed rumors were circulating that the
Stalinist leaders had inférmed the near-
est of kin that the Yiddish writers Peretz
Markish and David Hofstein had been
executed. There were no confirmations or
denials of these reports, which grew so
stromg that they made an impact even on
Stalinist-front intellectuals.

N. Maisel, editor of Ikuf, wrote an
article in.the organ of the Israeli party
Achduth Avodah saying that he could
no. longer remain silent, He had remained
guiet and limited. his inguiries to “in-
side"” channels beeause he did not want
to play into the hands of “anti-Soviet
elements,” He and others had raised
questions about the fate of the. Yiddish
writers, respectfully, with Fadayev, a
high Russian culture-commissar who had
denied the suppression of Yiddish culture
and the arrest and eXecution of Yiddish
writers. After the reversal of the *Doc-
tors’ Plot" case, Maisel’s hopes grew,
but nothing-came of them. The head of
the Stalinist cultural front then made a
public appeal for information.

The local Stalinists met this in the
usunal ~way. Pressure was pul on the
doubters in many ways, primarily with
the bogy that any eriticism of Russia
helps the reactionavies, etc. In the
March issue of JhuS Bletter, Maisel re=
canted.

MISSION TO MOSCOW

At the same time the Stalinist press
hegan a campaign to show how Yiddish
eultural activity was flourishing. The
instances they cited were primarily in
the satellite countries.

On Fehruary 12, the U. S Freiheit
reported that one minor Yiddish writer
Bloystein had been seen alive. There were
reports that the works of Markish and
Bergelson would be put out in a memor-
jal edition by the Union of Russian
Writers.

A  “memorial” edition for writers
whom the -Stalinists had not yet admit-
ted to be dead? The impression was
given that these works would be pub-
lished in Yiddish. However, it turned
out that Yiddish is still taboo. Their
works will be published in translation
only.

During this time Leon Crystal, staff cor-
respondent of the Jewish Daily Forwerd
(New York), visited -Russia and in his re-
ports - confirmed the execution of more
than thirty of the most gifted Jewish

V‘voomi*

has decided that it dare not risk

peary
<the -consequences of voting against Be-
van again and so has decided to compli-
cate the issue by nominating Pannell—a
member of the AEU-—and claiming that
union loyalty demands that he be sup-
ported in the bhallot,

Bevan must be viewing this process with
some pleasure—because it is fairly clear
that the right-wing vote will be split to
the benefit of the left. It is impossible to
assess, ot this stage, Bevon's chances in
the fight, but they look a little rosier than
last year. For one thing it is very likely
that the Miners Union, which carries a
very large fistful of votes, will support
"Bevan this year for the first time.

BACKROOM APPROACH

But the unpleasant feature of the cur-
rent proceedings is that it is all on the
basis of organizational maneuvers, com-
mittee-room deals and back-stage bar-
gaining. Everybody on the left would
feel much happier if Bevan's fight for
treasurership was conducted on the basis
of policy. This is Bevan's only justifica-
tion for standing as treasurer: in order
to wage a political fight for an elected
position in which trade-union and local
party votes count together. Otherwise he
could stand for a seat on the NEC in the
section reserved for representatives of
iocal partiez where he would be certain
to top the poll. -

While the party limbers up for a new

writers in Russia. These murders are sup-
posed to hove taken ploce August 12,
1952,

Crystal reported that the autharities
now called it a “miscarriage of juitice,”
and the crime was put on the decapitated
head of Beria, and laid to the insane
terror of the last years of the Stalin
regime,

Crystal also reported that during his
stay (in 1956) there were regular trials
—mnot spotlighted show-trials—of Jews
arrested for possessing and reading Yid-
dish material, They were convicted and
sentenced, He reports rumors of many
other similar trials,

Crystal tells of statements by Russian
officials to the effect that “if Stalin had
not died there would have been no end
to anti-Jewish persecution.”

He eould find no information about the
committees that were supposed to pub-
lish Markish's works. No one in Russia
seemed to know abhout it (Later the
Freiheit published a list ‘of names.)

R-DAY

The day of revelation came on April 10,
1956, The Stalinist ~Morning Freiheit of
New York for the first time openly and
officially admitted the annihilatién of Jew-
ish- secular culure in

artists.

The entire front page of the pa.;ler'
was devoted to a reprint from the War-

saw Folksstimme, The list of Yiddish
writers executed contained the names
not only of those who had disappeared in
the late "40s but also a surprising num-
her who had been missing sinee the "30s.
It revealed that more “than 50 artists
had been executed. It is not recordéd
how many others were merely arrested,
deported, or divorced from their ereative
work in other ways, or harassed. Their
number is surely legion.

The -entire blame is placed on the
“Beria gang,"” whoe, in the “atmosphere

of the cult of personality,” destroyed

Jewish secular culture and its represen-
tatives in Russia. Stalin’s name is not
mentioned—yet.

That Beria was associated in this
crime — as a subordinate — is beyond
doubt. The report, however, places the
main responsibility on him. It is not
explained how Beria could have been re-
sponsible for the liguidation of writers
like Moishe Litvak, editor of the defunct
Emess, who disappeared in the '"30s while
Yagoda headed the secret police.

The report also blames the “cult of
personality” for the liquidation of the
Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee and the
“sentencing of its leaders to destrue-
tion,” despite the'fae¢t that some of these
writers were high priests of the cult.

The entire emphagis of the report is
desigiied 'to blame an individval; or indi-
viduals, and to whitewash the Stalinist

Russia " and" the '
physical purge of its creative writérs and

roiind in the battle of the leaders, one
of the old leaders has added yét anolher

-jewel to his erown.

Earl Attlee, at one time affectionatély
known as ““Clem,” who was elevated —gr
relegated, depending on ‘which way yotx
look at it—to the House of Lords when
he resigned as leader of the Labor Party
last December, has recently been made's
Knight Companion of the Most Noble
Order of the Garter. This is the senior
British order of knighthood, very -ex-
clusive, and is bestowed as a persorul
gift by the Queen who is sovereigm of
the order, Al

HONI SOIT

Ear] Attlee joins other Knights of the
Garter such as the Dukes of Edinbuygh,
Gloucester and Windsor; the Kings &
Sweden, Denmark and Norway; the Em-
peror of Ethiopia; Prince Paul of Yugo-
slavia; Lord Montgomery of Alamein;
Sir Winston Churchill, and others
equally proletarian stock. Along with
them he will be able to wear a garter-on
his leg and hang his standard in St.
Georgé’s Chapel at Windsor.

A small consolation with which, h,g
doubtless eases his conscience is e £aci:
that the garter is worn on the left leg;
just below the knee. ) o

The ovder was founded by ng Ed‘-
ward IIl in the 14th century. Unm-
“firmed rumors have it that it was set
when Edward retrieved a garter dropp
by a ‘female. Observing the knowing
looks of his attendant knights he said;
“Honi soit qui mal y pefise,” which
roughly means: “Evil be he who evil
thinks,” and thereupon set up an ordef
called the Knights of the Garter with
that tag as its motto. Perhaps Kail Att-
lee uses the motto as a reply to his ol
comrades who question his motives,

=1

Over — —
system. The faithful are being shielded
from the thought that anti-Semitism
could be bred and widely applied only in
a society that needs it.

The rehabilitation of the Yiddish wrilnr!s
does not, however, seem fo imply ‘the res-
::rui:‘? ;of 'I;::duh culture. One reportiis

at Jewish local:lsaders
to Biro-Bidjan If they f:gt’ a f’ﬁiﬁ
school or press, There is no Move 1o jper-
mit even o Yiddish periodical or monfhly
—naturally, even a loyal Sfdlinist one.
Moreover, as yet there is no indication
that the Jews will be allowed to pu'blhh

their own periodicals {loyal ‘te the ire-"
gime) in Russian or any other language.

STILL UNDER BAN

Even foreign Jewish publications are
still prohibited to Jews in Russia. For’
the first time in years a Russian citizen”
may select from a list of 250 newspapers’
published in Iron Curtain cmmtrms The”
Folksstimwime, published in nearbyf
Warsaw, is not included. ’

There is also no evidence as yei that
discrimination against Jews in the’
armed services, diplomatic corps, p:nﬂ.y
apparatus has diminished,

In the satellite countries the sztuatum
is different. There Yiddish cultire, hag’
been seriously hampered buf not ehfm-
nated. The same is also true of the in-
corporated areas”—the territories thntj
Russia annexed as a result of the Hitler- "
Stalin pact and post-war seizures. In the *
satellite countries, there are still Yid-_
dish theaters, press, lectures, ete. Com-'
plete Stalinization takes much time, E

In these satellite countries, the fate of
the Jews has fluctuated up and down §n 7
accordance with Russian foreign polﬁc:.r
As exemplified by Premier Sirocky's ad-"
mission, the Stalinists never kept ‘asdti--

nitism out of their anti-Zionist poli-'
tics. There have been -ebbs and flows in.’
the waves of arrests of Jews, and re- *
leases of Jews, mostly Zionists but not -
only so. The latest reports are that Ru-~
mania has released 200 Zionists, or al-
most all that were said to be in jail.

In Czechoslovakia, where Slansky is °
not being rehabilitated, the release is'
slower. The most famous prisonér is, of "
course, Mordecai Oren, a leader of the
pro-Stalinist Mapam of Israel, who ‘was -
convicted of engaging in a “Zionist-
Trotskyist-Titoist” plot to overthrow the
Czech government. Mapam and the Is- .
rael gcovernment had asked for his Te- -
lease, but there is no answer so far,

Humorists in Israel are now predict-
ing that Oren will be tried, will econfess,

T

“and will be found guilty of plotting the

Stalinist “cult of personality.” ¢

o
& s N

Sabscribe fo LABOR ACTION —
J'I- a year for Student Sibs

F

] -




T T R T SR

Page Four

EmmErTErTE 4 History of the IWW

THE MWW, ITS FIRST 50 YEARS (1905-
1955), ¢ompiled by Fred Thompson.—3$3
cloth, $2 paperbound.

By BEN HALL

The TWW was the most ambitious ef-
fort to establish revolutionary industrial
vmionigm in the United States; it was,
in fact, the only sustained effort.

For 15 or 20 wyears, the peak period of
its activity, & band of left-wing social-

_ists, radicals and rebels, separated from
the main body of the umion movement,
, put ap-an amazing battle.

And it was, literally, a battle. They
led scpres of local strikes in days when
-umm:l-smashmg violence, private and
governmentel, came as a matter of
course; strikes in unorgzanized sect.iom:
,of industry that were hard to win and
dmpossible to keep organized even after
victory.

‘They carried on incessant propaganda,

by printed word and in action, for reve-
lutionary industrial unionism; that is:
for the organization of all workers in all
industries, not only to fizht for better
living conditions, but to replace capital-
ism by socialism.
" They “showed that industrial unionism
and the organixation of the wnorganized
was possible. They helped to perpetuate
the traditions of mass unionism and mili-
tant class sction that were finally victori-
ous with the CIQ,

Two bourgeois labor historians, whose
.own viewpeoint is distinetly anti-socialist,
assess the impaet of IWW activity at
one critical point as follows:

“To the young American ‘intelligent-
sta, Lawrence [IWW-led strike im 191Z]
was preof-that a revolutionary Ameriean
labor movement which had been forecast
as inevitable in the theoretical socialistic
writings was here at last and deepened
1!.5 dissatisfaction and impatience with

the leadership of the AFL."

The IWW, s First 50 Years is this
organization’s official record, published
by direction of its 1955 convention,

Apart from all other considerations, its
value -lies in this: I+ reminds us that the
union-consciousness of the American weork-
ing class, its readiness to fight, Its spirit
of ogtganization handed down from gener-
ation  te generation, were created and
kept alive by the herolc activity ond sac-

‘rifice of thousands of class-conscious, so-

cialist-minded workers. The IWW had no

_ menopoly on the job; but it did its share.

The book gives us the facts; but little
more. The compilor-author, perhaps re-
strained by his official mandate, hardly
bothers to assess a half-century of activ-
ity, except in trivial detail on outlived
questions.

END OF A ROAD

The ITWW was not organized as a mere
propaganda group; nor did it limit its
role to the orpanization of the unorgan-
ized. It aimed at mothing less than or-
ganizing the basic mass of American
workers and supplanting the American
Federation of L&bor as the union move-
ment.

Despite temporary local successes, de-
spite the persistent, driving activity of
its members and leaders, it failed. Its
highest average membership, reports
Thompson, was 40,000, a fizure which it
reached in 1923, Its effective strength is
difficult. ta estimate; it combined dedi-
cated reveoldtionaries with newly awak-
ened unionists. In any case, its contini-
ing memberghip never exceeded 40,000.
-Measured against the menibership of the
Socialist. Party, & political movement and
not a umion, which rose to over 100,000,
a.nd to the union movement of the day
which organized millions, the IWW
never drew near :ts basic objective

Tlre Man Who Never Died’

THE MAN "WHO NEVER DIED. A Play
ﬂlillﬂ Joe Hill, with Notes on Joe Hill
and His Times, by Barrie Stavis. 1954,
Hwn Press.

‘Joe Hill was one of those men whose
simple heroism figures so largely in the
history of the IWW. His sohgs were
sung everywhere on the picket lines and
in the union halls.

On November 18, 1915, just before he.

whs shot, he wired Bill Haywood from
his prison cell in Salt Lake City: “It is
only a hundred miles from here to Wy-
oming. Could you arrange to have my
body hauled to the state line to be
burted? I don't want to be found dead in
Utah.” .

The -author has written a play based

- upon Hill's frame-up, trial and' execu-

tion, It 'is introduced with 116 pages of
notes that assemble the known facts

abbut the trial, after extensive research:
in; the literature and documents of the

times. This is an invaluable task, for all
records relating to the trial have dis-

On Vocabulary

To the Editor:

There was once a time when Independ-
ent Socialists could nse the words Stalin-
ism and Stalinist to designate the Rus-
sian social system, its rewime, the

Communist Parties, ete., without fear of

misunderstanding. The ordinary (politi-
cally conscious) American would hear a
reference to *“Stalinism,” and after a
moment’s reflection on the ezoterie word,
easily translate it to the more familiar
“Communism."

The main value of Stalinism and its
variants was to distinguish the totali-
tarian colectivism of Stalin's counter-
revolution from the communism of Marx,
Lenin, ete. In the last few weeks, these
words have lost their exotic flaver and
have appeared in every izssue of the daily
press, In doing so, they have acquired a
totally different meaning, so that in the
popular mind, LABOR AcTION and [zvestia
are both “anti-Stalinist” journals,

At the same time as Independént So-
cialists emphasize that the Stalinist s0-
cial system has not changed substantial-
ly, jit is time for them to change their

“zmall

appeared from the office of the county
Unionism in the Western metal mines
at the turn of the cemtury has buzn
called “fronter” unionism to mark it as
unique and to set its experiemce apart
as exceptional. But in the fury it aroused
in the ruling elass, its story is typieal.
In Utah, the Western Federation of
Miners,a unibn which endorsed socialism,
and later the TWW led strikes and built
unions in the | teet.h of bitter opposition
from copper-mining companies. Later,
unionism was literally driven out by
troops, police, and armed vigilantes un-
der gover nme,ut motectmn '
Hill's ex ion "was part of the_ pat-
tern. The facts of the frame-up are “here
in the introduction; an imaginary ver-
sion, in the play. b
If the legal execution typified the pow-
er and ruthlessness of anti-inionism, the
nation-wide wave of protest- with inter-
national repercussions foreshadowed the
great unity of the American working
class which finally established unionism.

Stavis has recorded these facts, too.

-

vocabulary and severely limit the use of
the confusing “Stalinism,” ete. To con-
tinue, in the face of a contrary general
understanding of the terms, to use them,
would be a badge of sectarianism. .
We already have the technical term
"“bureaucratic colleetivism” to indicate
the social system of Russia, China, and
the satellites. For general political
usage, I believe our best solution would
ke fo overcome the squeamishmess about
using the term Communisn in a deroga-
tory sense, and to realize that in the
forseeable future it will be identified
with Stalinism and only with Stalinism.
If LABOR ACTION were to start using
Commnitnism and Communist in their ac-
cepted meanings, a few left romanties
would undoubtedly accuse L4 in its own
way of having sold out the Russian Rev-
olution, the First Intrnational, and god
knows what else, A handful of idiots may
conclude (as they probably will anywaw)
that Khrushehev and Co. have actually
overthrown Stalinism and established a
workers demoeracy. But this would be a
price for making this excellent
paper 5 per cent more intelligible.
Bl A, T.

Movement with a Great Past

Was the direction of IWW activity cor-
rect? In any case, what is its role today
when the working class is siready organ-
ized?

NO REPLY

Once, the IWW gave an answer, in its
pamphlet The IWW in Theory and Prac-
tice. Asking itself, “With the AFL and
the CIO in existence, is the IWW needed
as a labor organization?” it g'oes on to
reply:

“In the first place, this question is
wrong in implying that the AFL or the
CIO is a labor organization. The fact
that the AFL or the CIO is an organiza-
tion composed of laborers does not make
either of them a labor organization. A
labor organization must be judged not
by its perosnnel but by its objectives...

.the AFL or the CIO is an army of
laborers not for labor but for capital.”

If true, such & judgment would drive
us to the depressing conclusion that the
working class in all its years of struggle
has proved_utterly unable to organize
itself. Luckily, this is absurd. The class
struggle and the organization of labor
as a class continues. The working class
supports capitalism, ves. But at the
same time it defends its own class inter-
ests. |

In its new book, the IWW simply
evades the whole question, it makes no
attempt to define the natuve of the AFL-
CIO or to analyze its own relation to it.
The IWW has become a mere propa-
ganda gronp—can it present itself asan
alternative to the AFL-CIO? can it per-
sist in writing off the real labor move-
ment as a fake and a fraud? From this
book: no_reply. m

IT COULDN'T SKIP

Why did the IWW fail? It seems obvious
now that the task is set for itself, the or-
ganization of the mass of American work-
ers at the turn of the century, was far
beyond its powers. And not beyond the.
IWW's alone.

The trade-union movement failed no
less: In steel, oil, rubber, packinghouse;
auto, every attempt to organize, whether
radical or respectable, -was - defeated.-
The consolidating trusts were too power-
iul; the government, too openly -l'med
up at theiy side.

A generation of struggles and l:he
great depression which discredited big
business had to come Lefore the victories .
of the working eclass became possible.
Thompson writes, “This period [early
1900s] should make plain that in all
these fields—textiles, rubber, autos, out-
of-town construction and whatever the
IWW hit—it was there simply because_
all those-who disdainfully spoke of TWW |
instability, had proven even more unah]e
to organizé than were the Wobblies.”

In explaining how unionism fell apart !
in ‘Butte, Thompson comments, it seems
that failure to maintain a union came
chiefly because somehow those who fa- ..
vored it figured it hopeless.” Thus a
mood of defeat pevvades the- air.. The
enemy was too strong.

In those days, it was possible to. as-
scribe the backwardness of the uniom
movement to other factors, If only a un-'
ion movement were founded on real
class-struggle principles; if only social-
ists could come put :fmm the stifling con-
trol of “AFLism"” if only we could get r:d
of politicse—then victory would be as-
sured. But this was an illusion,

K it wers possible to crack the big
monopolies, organize the wnorganized, and
build permanent mass unions, i¥ could be
dene only by amassing the united power
of the existing labor movement. But the
IWW sought to skip over the real union
movement,

It drew a line between itself and un-
ions which supported capitalism, and in-
sisted that revolutionary unions be or-
gamzed apart from and against the ex-
isting \inions.

It saw itself as a rival to socialistic
wnions which remained in the AFL. In
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principle, it opposed the coexistence of
socialist and pro-capitalist unions within
the same federation. Was this correct?
The old TWW pamphlet which we have
veferred to carries this line to ludierous
conelusions:

#'Both the AFL and CIO separate la-
Lor on a more intense and larger chaotic
scale now than ever before, The ITWW,
on the contrary, organizes more mdus-
trially now than ever before.”

The more industrially it organizes, the
fewer members. And the more the AFL-
CIO “separates” the workérs, the more
united they tend to become. The latest
book gives only passing attention to the
whole question.

PRE-NATAL INJECTION

However, in speoking of the coll 4o the
January Z, 1905 IWW confereace, it com-
ments, "In retrospect, It appears tHhat
they erected a barrier to size, by this
pre-natal injection of revolutionary theo-
ry.” Here, in a coswal phrase; the auther
calls into question the basic liae  thot
guided the IWW. But he doesn'd seem to
notice .

Throughout its history, the IWW tried
to combine two.dashing roles. It wanted
te become a mass union movement and
it wanted to remain a distinct ideological
lendency, in effect, a political grouping
with an anti- pohtmal line. Tt was an
impossible combination and led to ever-
recurring internal difficulties, some of
them documented in this book.

By now, however, the IWW has been
stripped of every umion attribote and
lives on as a propaganda. group. But
Lvl';at kind of propagdnda group can it
e

There is room—more, there {s need—
for a left wing inside the labor move-
ment striving to keep alive the spirit of
working-class independence and social-
ism. The TWW can hardly fuHill that
role by clinging to the memoties of yes-
terday

Its latest book is a valuable eotnpila-

‘tion of memories. But it meeds a better

guide for the-future.

SHELLEY
ABRAMS

On behalf of wlbhits eimmrol

and coworkers, and ‘all vf ‘the
manJ personal friends h,e wnade
in_California, we wuﬂuﬁ te pay,
tribute to his memory. -

We will remember himwlways
a8 a dedicated worker for hu-§
manity and socialism. . We. will
remember alwaeys his. mtegmm
his earnest labor, his: jey in

work, the strength of his con-§

fidence in.the soeialist equse..
We will remember always his

honest affeetion for people, his

kmd and gentle spirit, = 7o & &
We will remember always 13

k- We will remember him always
bwith an undiminished sense ef
lLO8S.
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FIVE CENTY

¥YSL FUND DRIVE

We Can’t Afford
To Slow Up!

By MAX MARTIN

The roney received by the national
office “during the second three weeks of
the Young Socialist League's 18956 drive to
raise $1475 amounted to considerably less
than -what came in during the opéning
period. $199 has been remitted by the units
since the last report, raising the total col-
lected to date to $$5. or 40 per cent of
the total
+~The national standing to date is not a
bad one; indeed it represents the point we
_should be at in thig stage of the drive. If
ihe weekly average established so« far
keeps up, the YSL will achieve its guota
in full ‘and on time.

But what has to be borne in mind is that
these results are what they are because of
the exceptionaily fine showing made im
ihe weeks right after the drive opened,
and that since then a tendency le slow
down has set In. if this trend is not re-
versed in the coming period the drive will
enter 3 danger zone,

New York and Les Angeles have held
on to frst and second place respectively,
the former having over 50 per cent of its
guota in and the latter being exactly at
the half-way mark. Both of these unils
have been doing an ouistanding job, ass
hus also Albany, which took a large leap
ijpto third place, sending one-third of its
quota to the N. O. Chicago, with 30 per.
cent of its goal already behind it, is also-
doing an excellent job, especially consid-
ering the financial difficulties the com-
rades:in-thatgity-have. . - 3
“with the exception of "At Large & Na-~
tional Office,” none of the other units has>
remitted any funds since the last drive
report. The comrades in these areas, and
especially those two which have not yet:
sent in anything, should start rectifying -
this situation at, once. Our aim should be:
for all areas to complete 50 per cent of .
their gquotas' by the time of the next re--
port, three weeks hence. :
Challenge readers are urged to do their -
share. Make your checks and money. or: -
ders payable to Max Martin and send
them 16 YSL, 114 West 14 Street, New

York City.’ :
:
City " Paid %ot
[ E—— ..$1475 8595 40.3.
New York o...0 600 340 56.7
Las Angeles ... 150 75 50.0
AIBENE seriiieee 1B 25 3.3
Chicago iy 950 105 30.0
Berkele¥ woies 19 20 26.7
Antioch vvenee 25 5 20,0
At Lge. & N.O.. 100 20 20.0
Cléveland Area 25 5 20.0
Pittsburgh ..... 50 0 0.0
San F:_-B.n«::iseo . 25 0 0.0

Are You in Favor of
COLLECTIVE
READERSHIP?

‘COME AND COLLECT

New York YSL's
BOOK BAZAAR

Bizarre bargains...also political
pamphlets, records, prints.

Fri., MAY 11 at 8:30 p.m.

LABOR ACTION HALL
114 West 14 Street. N. Y. C.

r— 8
TWO WEEKS

have aiready gone by since the YSL

challenged the Labor Youth League

to debate "The Meaning of the 20th

Party Congress.” No reply yet....

» r

By JOHN WORTH

Mexico City, Apr. 21

. The Mexican student movement, one of the most powerful in. the
world, faces its most serious challenge since 1950 as a strike of 47,000
Polytechnic students moves into its third week.

. Sparked by the existence of a situation in which there is a lack of
funds to maintain classes at the School of Electrical and Mechanical
Engineering past the first month (the school year begins in March),

the Federacion Nacional de Estu-
diantes Tecnicos (FNET) declared
the strike, closed classrooms
throughout the country, published
a T-point manifesto attacking the
corrupt and graft-ridden school ad-
ministration, and demanded immediate
implementation of long-standing prom-
ises for classrooms, housing, and full-
time, competent instroction.

Response was immediote, Within hours
trigger-happy plainciothesmen invaded
student quarters ond weunded four stu-
dents in a free-for-all, while metropolitan
newspapers—the ''free press’‘—opened a
bitter campaign of distertion and witch-
hunting far in advaonce of McCarthy.

“COMMUNISM IN POLYTECHNIC"
was the theme, embroidered by more sen-
sational dailies with details of the “red
arsenal,” seeret juntas where hair-rais-
ing: decisions were made, and the whole
“red plot” unfolded. b

SOLID UNITY °

One or-two mass skirmishes between
students and policemen took place, but
police, apparently under erders to avoid
provocation,” venterited themselves with
incidental arrvests and harassment. An
effort to arrest delegates to the National
Strike Committee, meeting with repre-
sentatives of the Federacion de Estudi-
antes -Universitarios (FEU) at the
Sehool of Anthropology, failed when stu-
dent leaders, ‘taking advantage of the
adjdeent museum, slipped past the police
cordon in ones and twos, .

Without question, one of the most sig-

_SHELLEY

There iz & terrible sense of shock and
loss and_great-grief in’our hearts. Qur
comrade and,friend, Shelley ‘Abrams, is
dead. 3

Shelley, whose tragic end came at the
age of twenty-five, was found dead in his
apartment in Santa Monica, California,

“on April 20. His death was accidental,

caused by carbon monoxide poisoning
from several gas appliances, together
with" inadequate ventilation. |

During all of hiz adult life Shelley had
been an outstanding fighter for socialist
freedom. He joined the Socialist Youth
League in Chicago in 1951, and almost
from the first days of his membership
gave evidence of exceptional talents and
abilities, which he was ready and anx-
jous to place at the service of the sucia_l-
ist cause, He gave unstintingly of his
energy and devotion in the struggle for
socialism, developing into*a capable so-
cialist yonth leader.

When the Young Socialist League was
formed in 1954, Shelley began to play a
prominent role in its Chicago unit, as
well as in campus and student activities
in that city. During the major part of
1955 he served as organizer of the Chi-
cago YSL. Comrade Shelley was also an
active member of the Independent Social-
ist League.

After last vear's YSL national con-
ventiom, in which he participated active-
ly, Shelley went to Los Angeles, where
he immediately became an activist in the
YSL unit. During the past few months
he had devoted himself to work among
UCLA students, playing an important
role in the expansion of socialist educa-
tion and activity among young people
there. His optimism and effectiveness
were equal and astenishing. Every free
moment that he had was.given to politi-

nificant factors in the “hands-off” policy
has heen the pact of unity signed by the
FEU and the FNET, in which the two
organizations, commanding the allegi-
ance of over 100,000 students through-
out the country, agreed to mutual sup-
port in significant disputes, and formed
the National Council for Student Unity.

FEU, responding to the petition of the
FNET, declared full moral support, ond
placed itself in permanent session with o
definite commitment to strike in cose of
infringement of student rights or deliber-
ate provocation by the police.

Meanwhile the strike had been spread-
ing. ‘"The Bchool of Anthropology re-
sponded to FNET’s invitation to join
the strike and submitted petitions of its
OWTL. .

Shertly afterward, the Rura! Normal
School, the Agricultural Institute, the
Physical Training Institute, all relative-
ly small and isolated schools; declared
themselves on strike and submitted peti-
tions embodying their aown special needs.
Representatives from technical schools
in other main centers arrived with dele-
gations to assist in the strike action.

MASS MARCH

Well into the second week no action
had been taken by the authorities, espe-
cially the secretary of Eduecation, to
whom the petitions were addressed. Evi-
dently a wait-and-see policy had been
adopted while mnewspapers increased
their pressure, and two ' professional
“anti-Communist youth” ‘organizations

cal work—work which will still go for-
ward. This is the only kind of tribute
that Shelley would have wanted.

Everywhere Shelley -went he made =
host of friends. He was known and loved
not only in those cities where he had re-
sided, Chicago and Los Angeles, but by
socialist students and young workers
throughout the country. His honesty, his
integrity, his dedication, his joy in life
and work, his scorn and hatred of fraud
and deceit and oppression- made their
marks on all with whom he came in con-
tact.

Shelley would have had only contempt
for the efforts which reactionary forces
made to attempt to use his death to be-
smireh socialism. The Police Department
tried to cloud the obvious facts surround-
ing his tragic death, supplying the yel-
low ecapitalist press with sensational
hints of “violent death" during two, days
of so-called “investigation." The press
made much of the socialist literature

~and books found in his apartment and

even guoted some of his personal cor-
respondence with the YSL national office,
in an attempt to create a witchhunting
atmosphere at the University of Califor-
nia at Los Angeles.

But the case has finally been officially
closed. His comrades and friends will
see to it that reaciionaries take no ad-
vantage of it.

The struggle for socialist emancipa-
tion, which meant everything to Shelley,
will 20 on. We dedicate ourselves to this,
as Shelley dedicated himself to it, and
as he would want us to do—the only kind
of respect for his memory that he would
be interested in.

But we have lost an irreplaceable com-
rade, Farewell, Shelley.

Big Student Strike in Mexico

'

Go "Way, Jackson

Los Angeles, Apr, 15

The Los Angeles Unit of the Young
Socialist League is participating in a
joint socialist-pacifist campaign against
the hearings which will be held by the
House Un-American Activities Commit-
tee on “subversion” in Local 47 of -the
Musieians Union during the week begin-
ning April 16.

Sponsoring: the campaign are the Los
Angeles branches of the Socialist Party,
the Youngz People’s Socialist League, the
Youth Fellowship of Reconciliation, and
the YSL.

The joifit action was undertaken in re-
sponse %o fthe onnouncement that the
“Jockson Committee” was coming #o Los
Angeles %o investigate ¢he Musicians
Union and the Internctional Lengshor-
men's ond Warehousemen's Union, the
latter headed by Harry Bridges.

Plans being made by the four organi- .

zations preparing to protest the hearing
call for distribution of leafletzs gvery
afternoon while the hearings are in ses-
sion in front of the federal building
where they are being held, and a poster-
;t;alk demonstration on Saturday, April

~ —

were resurrected in an attempt to divide

the students.
Doubt “concerning the sdlidity ond:dis-

'eipliu of the sirikers was dispelled, how-,

evér, with the mass demonstration of
Thursday, April 19, the tenth day of the
strike, Over ten thousand students rallied
and marched through the main sections of
the city and in front of the Presidenfial
Palace without a single incident.

Marchers maintained pexfect order,
and compelled grudging compliment
from the police chief, Miguyel Molinar,
standing-by with the triffing complement
of three mounted squadrons, a batallion
of riot-police, a motorized squadron, 500
secret agents, and 23 police companies—
“ready for any emergency.”

The newspapers, notoriously hard to
please, reported a “rowdy" demonstra-
tion, and devoted columns to the “Coms
munist” character of banners and plac-
ards. Other newspapers-reported, contra-
dictorily, that multitudes of “Commu+
nist” slogans had been retired at the last
moment, and it was hinted that the city
was barely saved from destruction when
workers’ combat squads decided to spend
the day at home. 3

EXPECT TO WIN )

It is useless to deny that the Young

Communists and affiliates of Lombardo.

- Toledano’s Partido Popular haye been’ |

active in the strike. However, the nearly ™~

unanimous character of most strike
vites, the evident awareness. of issues,
and the solidity of the mass demonstra-
tion prove that the demands of the
FNET are the demands of the over-
whelming majority of the students.

Abzolutely no attempt has been made
io inject political issves into the strike.
Indeed, the pro-regime character of
Lombardo and the CP renders Stalinist
agitation extremely improbable.

At the present moment the pseudo-
youth organizations which were set up,
and a rival FEU, have had notably small

IContinved on page &)

Coming in New York

An exclusive showing of the
great historical documentory

“TSAR TO LENIN"

Time and place to be announced
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REPORT ON THE

UAW EDUCATION CONFERENCE

'VANGUARD' with a WHISPER

By BEN HALL

“You cannot have Mr. Eastland and have us.at the same time, No.

party that joins such incompatible forces is worthy of the support of

the American people.”

The words were directed.to the leadership of the Democratic Party.

The speaker was Walter Reuther.

It was the closing ten minutes of the UAW Eduecational Confer-

ence in Washington, He was wind-
ing up a stirring one-hour address.
Without introductory warning- he
told the 3000 auto delegates:
-"The Democratic Party in 1956

‘is at the crossroads . . . it'is a sim-
‘ple and obvious fact. Overwhelmingly its
‘Jeadership is commitfed to the New Deal
and Fair ‘Deal, But these principles must
‘e opplied tuiduy “elearly ond  without
dempromiser , . . If it fokes the ‘easy way
-of cemprémise and convenience it caiinot
-win ‘and" it ‘hos no right to win.”

For this brief moment, the real life of
I_Sdlmc*s ‘was allowed to intrude, and the
conferende ‘eided on- April- 24 with a
g'igantlc ‘question mark. Only an hour
before, "Adlai Stevenson, invited guest
had addrédssed the crowd..He didn’t hint
-gt such delieate matters. Yet _they
cheered.

What Reuther found to be so “simple
-and obvious,” just as his listeners were
about to go home, had been mentioned
by no one since the time they had arrived
three days before. For all anyone knew
until the very end, 1956 was nd different
from 1952.

The UAW took a good look back into
th&hast. But.while it:recalled-with pride
‘the heros who fought in the sit-in strikes
of the thirties, it ignored today’s heros,
those who fight in the Deep South.

‘On this critical issue of our day, the
VAW failed; it failed to instill in its’ mem-
bers the ‘significance of the Southern
Negrao's struggle for equality; it failed-to
speak out clearly against the enemies of
deinacracy, like Eastland; it foiled to re-
pidiate folse:friends to it like Hill and
Sgarkman, men whom it ‘had supporied
fdr election and who in refurn endorsed
#re Congressional Manifesto for white
supremacy.

‘It was left tor Thurgood Marshall,

CHALLENGE

{Conflnued from page 5]

success in dividing the students. The
authorities have carefully refrained
from a definite commitment on the
strike; -and divisive attempts having
failed, the chances of & positive ontcome
seem exgellent.

The principle demands embodied in
FNET’s petition have already been
granted. in principle, and may be imple-
mented without loss of face, though a
féw bureaucratic heads may fall, There
has been little provocation, and conse-
quently no bitterness, on either side.

"The carefully stated pact of unity, as
well as support from a substantial sec.
titn of the faculty, presents a solid front
which obviates a violent strikebreaking
tactic. It is highly doubtful that the gov-
ermment desires, or could gain from, an
open clash with the student organiza-
tions. Even Nicandro Mendoza, president
of FNET .and a CP member, has pub-
liely stated that the government is doing
asplendid job'in building the ‘educational
aystem of Mexico.

Barting unexpected developments'it ap-
pears that the students will win their
sfruggle, and thot the student organiza-
tions, forged'in the biHer conflict of 1950-
5%, will maintain and stabilize themselves.

The character of their latest action
démonstrates that the students of Mexi-
co are ‘themselves the most serious pro-
ponents and defenders of their eduea-
tional system. By so doing they .demon-

strate the maturity of their organiza- .
tién, and their right to participate in the

filture of Mexico.:

NAACP counsel, to speak a few glaring
truths.

PAGEANT

The, conference celebrated twenty
years, of the UAW. A pageant opened
the sessions, re-enacting in song, pict-
ures ahd skits the great wtarkmg class
shuggles that culminated in the rise of
the C10; UAW activists watched a por-
Erm'al of the early heartbreaking de-
feats; then the big sit-in strikes; the
beating of Reuther anid Frankenstlen in
the Fmd “hattle of the overpass;” the
Memorial Day killings of steel strikers;
and thern the big victaries that established
the ynioH in the thirtiés and the massive
wave of ‘strikes that solidified this
vietory in the post-war period. It was
truly moving. ’

1t lacked one thing: it failed utterly
to depict the inner life of the union, the
democracy, the eaucus life, the debates
amd convention fights which set the UAW
apart as the symbol of union demoeraey.
It ignoved the democratically fought bat-
tle to defeat the Communist Party and
its influence, It brought no reminder that
the union was not all along run by a
smoothly organized administration and
that it was not only in its fizht against
the big corporations but through its in-
ner debates that the UAW became what
it is.

HOW ABOUT TODAY?

Nevertheless, it was inspiring. Three
thousand men and women, ordinarily
busy with their daily union tasks back
home or tied to their job at the machine,
could pause for.a moment and say: This
is what we did; these are the mighty
corporations that we defeated; this is
how we brought a measure of democracy
into industry. They could take pride in
themselves; they. could feel their power;
they could respeet their union.

That was the first day.

Three days later in a ringing conclu-
sion Reuther inspired his followers with
a vision of a betler tomorrow—a fully
guaranteed 'annual wage—industrial de-
moeracy— the brotherhood of man—ever
higher pensions. And finally, high on the
lisk of coming demands;-a shorter work-

That was the last day.

But what te do new? Between the bow
to the past and the call for the future—
was nothing.
~ Here was the glaring omission; for
the key political issue of the day was
evaded. As far as this conference went,
there might have been no looming split
in the Democratic Party; no irreconcil-
able’ conflict between democracy and
racism in the South. Except that a

formal award was presented to Thur-

good Marshall for his services to liberal-
ism and democracy.

MISREPRESENTATION

Apparently only one lesson had been
planned in advance: elect Democrats in
1956! But time and the Negro struggle
;n the South have made this reply obso-
ete.

On"Monday morning the delegates, in
small groups, had breakfast with their
congressmen. At least 100 congressmen
replied to questions as they ate eggs and
drank coffee. Here, no doubt, it was in-
tended that auto workers would learn to
vote vight.

On Monday afterncon, they heard a
formal debate beétween top-ranking rep-
resentativezs of the two parties, Estes
Kefauver and Hubert Humphrey spoke
for the Democrats; William Knowland
and Senator Carl T. Curtis (Neb.) for
the Republicans. No one noticed that
the dice -were loaded,

A union ‘erew must have hauled a
steam shovel to a nearby park. There

WALTER REUTHER

‘they turned up fragments of a mammoth

tusk. Somewhat deeper they dug into a
petrified dinosaur egg. And then they
ran into Senator Curtis of Nebraska. He
came along with Knowland to present
the Republican side.

Curtis was a distilled-pure old-line
Republican, He wouldn't tolerate social-
istic measures like federal aid to educa-
tion; if the national government built
local school houses we would be on the
swift road to a police state,

Humphrey and Kefauver were different.
These who worked up the program de-
serve credit for effort and zeal..To select

liberals who thunder loud and clear . ab-

laber gatherings (having stored up energy

for the occasion) it was necessary fo-

discard the chief Democratic leaders. in
Congress.

Thus although this was an “education-
al" conf#rence, there was no education
on basic political truths. If Knowland,
leader of the Republican Party, was
choszen for his side, why not choose, Lvn«-
don Johnson, Senate leader of the Demo-
cratic Party, or Sam Rayburn, top Demo-
crat in the House? But they had to he
overlooked. While they truly represented
the Democratic Party in Congress, they
were not at all_satisfactory to UAW
leaders. AL el

The Democratic Party, its true role in

Congress, its dominating fizures were not

truly depicted. To stimulate support for
the party in 1956, it was necessary to
misrepresent it.

DEMAGOGUE

Knowland spoke like a distinguished
gentleman, and Curtis (as he said). like
a farm boy. But it was a feeble effort.
They rested their case on prosperity and
free enterprise.

Kefauver and Humphrey. rode hard on
the theme that “the Republican Party
hag traditionally been the willing hand-
maiden of Big Business interests,” stirr-
ing up every active and latent hostility
to the monopolists, And here was the
crowd for it.

Humphrey, a shrewd opportunist sen-
sitive to the turning mood of our times,
said, “l don't believe the Demoeratic
Party ean win by trying to be as conser-
vative as the Republieans or even trying
to be as socially acceptable as the Repub-
licans. I think that we've got to lay the
issues on the line—we’ve got to challenge
the administration that's in power and
we've got to project a program that
means something to the
people.”

He mode it sound fine except . ., . there
was no program.

Humphrey wowed them. He recited
statistics of huge mounting profits for
big business; he decried the decline of
the small businessman and bemoaned the
rising number of bankrupteies; he viewed
with alarm theé growth of mergeér and

monopoly; he felt“deeply-for the farmar,l

gkinned by the food trust,
It was zo impressive that one forgot,

American

just for that half h‘ou‘n‘-.ﬂmt‘ the poor

Republicans have- held office’ for only 4
years; that prices soared,
rose, small business declined -under’ the
Demoeratic. administration and. neither
Humphrey nor any of his friends had
proposed a way to stop-it. There was no
one to remind the deleg‘at-es of such ele-
mentary facts.

Surely not the Republicans. In their
rebuttals, Knowland and Curtis skirted
around the issbes feebly and fatilely,

BRUSHOFF

Asked by Curtis why the Damocrals
had done nothing to repeal the Tafi-
Hartley Act, Humphrey replied: give us
the votes of 15 Republican Semators and
you'll see how quickly we'll do it. It wds
a devastating retert except—he couldn't
dig up 35 Democrats to go along,

Remember: Thiz was a debate between
tap leaders of the two parties. While
they talk from a TAW platform, a crit-
ical fight for demoeeracy is going on in
the South, Where do they stand?

It is almost ineredible, it the Repub-
licans said literally nothing about it.
That made it easy for the Democrats.

Humphrey briashed over it, beginning:
"I imagine bhefore this day is done, some-
body = will mention  this. all-important,
very highly controversial and yet 'such
vital subject of civil rights.” It was clear
that he didn’t wani to talk about it: but
he had to, because hé wds afraid that
somneone else might bring it up.

He needn't hove feared the Ilpuhli:nns.
He took a stand foursquare for civil-
rights legisfation; but he hod no wnrd;
left 4o .attack Eastfand und'" lﬁ't" stg‘regﬂv
tionists.

A ‘vietory for the Barm:cmt]c P:ntv
means domination of Cungress by the
conservative South; it meéans’ Eastiand
to head the Senate Judiciary Commitiee;
it means anti-labor Barden of North
Carolina to head the House Labor Com-
mittee. No one pressed him and.-he.djd
not volunteer a reply. But the sudience
applauded. ,

THE INAUDIBLE VOICE =~

‘Membership participation was down Lo
a bare minimum, lowest of any national
UAW gathering. The delegates were
there to soak up what was prepared;
they watched performances;they. ilsteneil

to speeches. Everything'was prdiessibn—

ally staged. They had ‘one”ehancesto sing’
“Solidarity Forever" but not much op-
portunity to speak.

A dozen-odd questions were briefly
prepared by groups of delegates for the
Senator-debaters. The Republicans an-
swered with a frank anti-union hias, a
good object lesson for these who might
need it. The Democrats parried embar-
rasing queries with ease in an audience
of sympathizers.

On the critical question of civil rights
everyone said “Obey the law." Stevenson
decried “racial tension.” Humphrey said
that the Demoeratic convention -would
endorse the Supreme Court decision. But
there was no condemnation of the raeists;
no indictment of their allies.who had
signed the manifesto for white:suprem-
acy.

There was no word of encourigement -

for the Montgomery boycotters, no praise
for those brave Southern Nepross who.

fight for the right to vote in the face of.

terror, no salute to those ~who have.
already died down South in the P?:ht for
democracy,

This. was the UAW, meeting .i: 1956
while a fight between democracy and re-
action zoes on.

The vanguard in America? Buk net a
vanguard in the struggle for demacrotic
rights in the Sowth today. For the firit"
time when the chips were down, tha voice
of the UAW was almest inaudible,

That was the underlying failure of the

conference.

NEW YORK READERS:
NOTE FOR MAY DAY

The ITWW and Libertarians are
holding their May Day meeting on
Tuesday, May 1, at 8 p. m., at
‘Libertarian Center—813 Broudway
(11-12 Sureets).

‘Socialist League and Young Social-
ist League have also been invited,
in addition to the sponsoring
groups plus the SIA and the War
Resisters League. Ben- Hall will.
speak for the ISL, and Michael
Harrington for the "YSL. ]
.Readers 'of LaAror' Acrion: dre
urged to attend. '

-monopolies

Speakers from the Independent |-
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- The Bevanite Theory

By HAL DRAPER

There have been few serious efforts to raise questions about the.

social forces underlying the Khrushchev regime’s new line, as distinct
from the usual Russian expert’s attempt to decode personal conflicts
irr the-Kremlin-hierarchy. Among these few i8§ the type of analysis being
made by the British Bevanites, including Aneurin Bevan himself, It
therefore deserves and demands discussion*

This Bevanite theory of Stalin-
ism already appeared in Bevan's
haok In Place of Fear in 1952, i.e,,
well before Stalin's death. Already
in this. book, and with reference to
Stalin’s regime, Bevan was argu-
ingrthat the Russian workers' “‘economic
enfranchisement is proceeding” because
of ~industrialization, and “political ‘en-
franchisement must follow.”

As these -phrases indicate, it is a
theory which, on the surface; seems to
be one of~mechanical and direct corres-
pondence. between *“‘economics” and “poli-
ties"—as -mechanical a theory as any
ever-imputed to Marxism by its enemies,
But Bevan hzs mnot derived it from his
own rather dubious attachment to Marx-
15m.

s'f’lil\ hes long been the theoretical ra-
tionalization of the Bevanites’ illusions
ebout Staliinst democratization. The illu-
sions are rooted mot in the theory, how-
ever, but in neutrolist yearnings for a
poceful accommedation of deal between
the two rival comps of imperialism.

Before ‘one ¢an fight enthusiastically
for such a foreign-policy line, it must
first be considered pessible; and a cer-
tain number of illusions about both capi-
talism: and Stalinism are necessary be-
—fofe: oneseanivisialize “the resolution of
the cold war through a reconciliation of
the contestants.

The -illusions. about capitalism tend to
the reformist; the illusions about Russia
tend to the Stalinoid; hence the charac-
teristic mixture of Stalinoid reformism
which is so strong an ingredient of
neutralism even though it sounds to
some like a contradiction in terms.

EFFICIENCY EXPERTS

Hence,. in their reaction to the 20th
Congress, the Bevanites hailed the new
turn-against Stalin as a working-out of
this -inevitable process of ‘“political en-
franchisement” - out of “economic en-
franchisement.” )

In-a front-page editorial leader-article
{February 24), the editors of Tribune.
rejoiced :that “The' Khrushchev -message
. « .cam- bersummed up in three words:
Think for yourselves!” and pointed out
with some awe:. “To’dismantle a dicta-
torship from within iz a task never pre-
vipusly - attempted in history.” They do
not quite say that the Khrushchev re-
gime is attempting this dismantling, but
it is implied.

Now, why? It will take years, say the
Bevanite -editors—

“But the motive power for change is
stjll strong and rooted in practical ne-
cessities. Khrushchev is first and last
an organizer, interested in efficiency and
production.”

He travels around and “meets men
like himself fretting under the yoke of
theories, or schemes of organization,
which must be right because Stalin said
so-but which obviously don't work.

“He finds factories geared to paper
plans, farms producing poor crops in
ohedience to. absurd notions in biology,
Iaboratories making no new discoveries
because to ask basic questions would
cast doubt on some footnote to the works
of: Engels."

This picture of the dedicated, olmost
non-political efficiency expert who is in-
terested only in maximizing production is
a taking one. We shall fry to point out
thot it hos @ réal basis. But as presented
by Tribune, it seems to have little relation
to truth,

*This Bevanite theorv is obviously
greatly influenced by the ideas of Isaac
Deutscher (for which, see Max Shacht-
man’s discussion in the New Interna-
tional) but in this article we shall dis-
cuss it without reference to Dentscher.

Item: Khrushchev's agrarian program
was a flop, indeed, but no one has as-
serted before that its failure was due
to Lysenkoist notions of biology.

Item: On other occasions T'ribune can
be more lyrical about Russian scientific
progress, and in any case, the reference
to footnotes in. Engels as impeding such
progress.is particularly, unfortunate; for
it wags precisely. Stalin who has publiely
and officially discarded whole theories by
Engels, not to speak of footnotes.

Item.: The Bevanites do not quite tell

us what is this “economic enfranchise-.

ment” of the masses of which they speak
as if it"were a reality. It would appear
from -other passages.that they mean it
to apply to the bureaueracy only, that is,
to the ruling class, not to the masses,
though this is not made clear when they
make their big and impressive historical
generalization about economics and
politics.

But even as far as the bureaucracy.is
concerned, we all have now learned from
the 20th Congress that there was no such
“enfranchisement” under Stalin — and
we must again recall without invidious-
ness that- Bevan developed this theory of
galloping “economie enfranchisement”
about. Stalin's regime.

THE THOUGHT THAT DAWNED

But isn't-it-true that what the Bevanites
are really trying to say, in their (to us)
exaggerated fashion, is precisely what we
have said about the basic contradiction in
this bureaucratic - collectivist society?—
namely,- the contradiction between the
econemic planning needs of the society
and the throttiing totalitarian straitjacket
on the monagers.

Yes, this is true, and this is (from our
particular view) the solid kernel of the
Bevanite theory.

What the Bevanites do is to transform
this phenomenon, which is a basic con-
tradiction of the system, into a consecious
idea ih the minds of benevolent despots.

Thus the Tribune article, from which
we have already quoted about Khrush-
chev's motivations, continues as follows:

“The thought dtwns on him that la-
borers digging a canal with spades—and
in 1930 there was no other way—can
work " without thinking, but men who
wield the complex tools of modern
science cannot. . . ." (Italics added.)

And later: “The growing army of So-
viet technicians—like the French middle
class in the Revolution—will not forever
be content to be excluded from politieal
influence,”

Thus, we see, the new line is made vivid
as a thought which “dawns" on the Krem-
lin masters—isomething they hadn't real-
ized before. This could moke an interesting
novel, but i is more difficult to make his-
tory out of it.

The fact is that all the way back to
the '"30s, and hefore, the buresucratic
leaders from Stalin down showed them-
selves perfectly aware of this modern
economic need for initiative, flexibility,
and responsible leadership down below.
They passed scheme after scheme to
bring it into being—{from above. The
basie contradiction is precisely between
their need for it (consciously realized)
and and the impossibility of bringing it
about by their methods—that is, without
giving up their political power as a rul-
ing stratum,

MIKOYAN AND KAGANOVITCH

Before. going further, let us see how
this theory is developed by Bevan in re-
sponge to the 20th Congress (Tribune,
March: 9) : . .

“In place of the comparatively simple
and, primitive communities in which
Stalin spent much of his. life- there has

grown up a highly diversified society
where the professional and technieal
classes’ occupy positions of decisive im-
portance in the national economy, . . .,
Against such a social background the
personal caprice of an all-powerful
tyrant had become intolerable.”

He says “it is no accident” that Miko-
yan took the lead in denouncing Stalin,
for as minister in the field of trade and
commerce Mikoyan. is well acquainted
with the deleterious economic effects of
Stalin’s concentration of power.

Mikoyan's role may well be all that is
claimed, bu} this explains litHe. The man
whe hos played the biggest role for the
Kremlin in troubleshositng industry is not
Mikoyan but Kagonavitch, who really has.
the reputation of being the erack “srgan-
izer' of -the hiersrchy. And Noganoviteh
(say the same experts who tell us about-
Mikoyan's role) is'the “'die-hard Sialinist,”
or ot least the one most opposed to
Mikoyan's tendency,

Furthermore, it is not very relevant to
compare Russia’s present industrializa:
tion with the backward Russia of Stal-
in's childhood in Georgia,

QUESTION OF CLASSES

And we must note that Bevan is ex-
plicitly talking not of the Russian work-
ers as the elements of change, but of the
ranks of the bureaucratic managers,
These make up the mew revolutionary
“elass," for him, playing a role analo-
gous to that of the bourgeoisie in the
French revolution,

Who then constituteés the ruling elass
which is to be eliminated? Presumably,
the members of the Presidium. This
“elass” would be peculiar enough, but
we must remember, at this point, that it
is the top leaders (Tribune told us) who
are themselves engaged in dismantling
the -dietatorship.

Bevan has an historical analogy to
reconcile all this. Having compared the
Russian “revolutionary elass™ (the hu-
reaucracy itself!) with the bourgeoisie
of 1789, he goes on to paint the future
in terms of the peaceful extension of the
franchise which took place in England.
Of course, in England, this relatively
peaceful extension of bourgeois ‘demo-
cratic institutions took place long after
the consummation of the English bour-
geois revolution. But Bevan does not
mention that the English bourgeoisie
also- had to fizht for its power—such
things take place in other countries only
like France, :

And so.out of this historical muddie
it is.implied that, whereas the bureat-
eracy is the rising “middle class,” the
forms. of. demoeracy will be leaked down
below, from the top, on the model of the
polite contests. between - the British
Whigs and Tories.

Once. again, it is interesting and in-
structive to. observe this underpinning
of Stalinoid illusions with social-reform-
ist ideology.

A MATTER OF REVOLUTION

The big point about hew "ecoonmic en-
franchisement" (industrialization) must
inevitably bring about "peolitical enfran-
chisement" (democratization) turns out,
then, to be an historical abstraction, We
can.go aolong with it for o considerable
distance; all that it leaves oub is a little
matter like—revelution.

The basic contradiction of the Stalin-
ist system will indeed eventually burst
the integument of the totalitarian so-
ciety, Will this necessary transforma-
tion he made from above or from below?
What class iz the carrier of this revolu-
tionary need—the ruling class, in its im-
partial benevolence, or the exploited
classes of workers and peasants?

The Bevanite theory jumps' without
analysis from the presentation of the zo-
cial need to the assumption that the

ruling class must satisfy that social-

need; and that this is what is now hap-
pening. This is exactly the hallmark of
reformism.

This jump, this yawning ¢hasm in the '

reformist ideology, may be plausibie to

*

L _

many when applied td bourgeois-demo-
cratie regimes, but when applied to Stal-
inism it is more difficult to swallow.

The Bevanites will have to show reasons

,able people some better evidence #hat

blood-stained despots (Bevan has mo illu-
sions about their choracter) can be ex-
pected to become builders of democracy,
ond dismantle their own power and privi-

. leges, simply out of their ineffable ottach-

Of the Russian Turn

ment to technical efficiency.

A COUPLE OF PROPHECIES,

For example, go back in the Tribune
lead editorial to the point where “the
thought dawns on” Khrushchev., The
next paragraph in this novel actually,
says, just as if it followed logically—

“He [Khrushchev began to realize,
too, that once the people are allowed to,
think and make decisions about ways. of;
working, they will do the same about the-
rewards of work and the conditions in;
which they live. It is both or neither—
and the Soviet leaders have decided fot:
both,” (Italics added.)

The dilemma which this paragraph,
poifits out is indeed the crux of the ques-.
tion. “Democratization” cannot stop with,
giving a measure of “political enfran-
chisement” to the managerial bureanc-.
racy. “The people”—who are somewhat
broader than the bureaucracy, by ‘some
tens: of millions—will want to have a,
say about “rewards.”” This is what hap-.

pens to be the center of the class strug-.

gle in . every exploiting society—"re-
wards." ) A :

This class struggle Is not solely directed.
against the “'class”™ which' Bevanistically,
copsists of the few members of the Presi-
dism, 1t is directed against the real rul-
ing class, ‘the bureaucracy, inciuding +he.
managers who are supposed. o be the
(Bevanite) “middle class” of Russia. These
are the bosses in the factories, the whip-
wielders on the collective farms, the offi-
cer caste in the army

What stands in the way, then, of an
easy theory of “democratization from
above for the sake of economic efficiency”
is the consideration that the ruling class
will lose its power. This is known as a,
revolution. The Tribune editors. make
this revolution with a phrase: “and’ the
Soviet leaders have decided for both.”

This is a very categorical statemeént
of knowledge on the part of the Bevan-

ites about:what the Kremlin leuders-Have -

already decided, and one dobuts whether
they have deriVed it from any other
source than wish-fulfillment.

Bevan's article likewise jumps from
the mechanical thesis about economics-
politics to Heights of prophecy. He en-
visages the “next stage in the evolution
of. Russian constitutional forms” as eom-
ing when the Teaders are.prepared “to
submit themselves to some system of
regularized election.” First .must come
the curtailment of the political police
and -creation of an independent -judici-
ary. At this point we head for futuristic
fantasy,

IT'S NOT A PLOT

Bevan continues:- “But libérty is a.
heady, wine and once tasted-the. appetite
grows, If it happens that: changes -in.
Russian political leadership can no long-
er-be brought about by secret assassina-
tion, some other way must be.found. Qf

course this way already partly ezists ag. .

the recent elections in Moscow have
shown,"” (Italics added.)

‘This is a transition from fantasy-
futures to falsified presents. We are not
told anything else ahout what “the re-
cent elections in Moscow have shown.*”
Bevan seems to be-as much in a hurry to
hasten the announcement of Russian
democratization as was Deutscher, when
the latter unfortunate fellow announced:
in the Reporter that “most” of Stalin’s
concentration camps have been closed
and “the regime appears to have freed
itself at last” from this abuse, . . .

In sum: The Bevanites have latched
onte one side of the Russian bureau-
cratic-collectivist reality—the contradic-
tion between the economie planning
needs of the system and the totalitarian
structure—but instead of seeing this as
a revolutionary dynamic, they transform
it into the motivations of a scheme by
the top leaders to reform the system
from above. 1 '

Looked at this way, there is a familiar
tinge to it.. .. Cen it be the "conspiracy’
theory of Stalinism #urned upside-down?

The long title of Bevan’s article was:
“Don’t Write i

isn't that exactly what the Bevanite
thedory makes of it—a “plot” by the,
tops—even though it is just the oppdsite
of the plot dreamed of by the Staling-
phicbes? i
. What we see, in place of this “plot,”
is the dynamics of social revolution un-
der*Stalinism. 4 Bt et

: Of. These Kremlin -
Changes as Just Ancther Plot’ 1" But:-
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Page Eight

Losing in Cold War ——

{Continued from page 1)
Democratic and Republican Parties, and
that speeches by them on foreign policy
would cast some light on what new de-
partures, if any, this government is plan-
ning, and what the Democrats propose
to do that is radically different from,
what is being done.

. It must be admitted that anyone seek-
ing light on these matters would have
found powerful little of it in the reports
of the speeches by these gentlemen.

To start with, President Eisenhower's
speech was as empty of any clue to what
American policy has been or will be in
the future in all the ticklish areas as it
could possibly be. Taking as his text the
shots at Concord which were “heard
*round the world,” and the American
revolution, Eisenhower said that:

! #These ideas of freedom are still the
fruly revolutionary political principles:
abroad in the world. They appeal to the
timeless aspirations of mankind. In some
regions they flourish; in some they are
officially outlawed. But everywhere, to
some degree, they stir and inspire. hu-
manity. . o _
Y Hearty agreement with these seati.
-ments still leaves open a host of gques-
fions. Among the places where “these
jdeas of freedom™ are "officially oot-
{awed'' are the couniries and peoples con-
#rolled by America’s allies such as France
Spain ond the French regime in Algeria, to
say nothing of South Korea and Thailand.
And when the president added that "We
must accept the right of each nation to
choose its own path to the future,” it is
iclear that he may bave been speaking of
yome ideal to which humanity .might one
day aspire, but certainly not about Ameri-
|l|::¢u foreign policy.

'SYMPATHY, BUT—

This was made absolutely clear in the
ispeech delivered by the Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Near Eastern, South
'Asian and African Affairs. The
ASSNESAA informed his audience that
the United States is exerting its influ-
eénce in helping the African people
achieve independence by “orderly evolu-
tion” rather than “violent revolution.”

... It would appear that shooting in the
interest of freedom may have been all
right for New England farmers at Con-
* cord, but it is not for the peoples in the
territories supervised-by this gentleman
on behalf of the American government.

ISL FUND DRIVE

Since the Times does not do the
ASSNESAA the honor of reprodueing
his speech in full, we must content our-
selves with' brief extracts from it. But
the general drift is unmistakable:

"The United States basically is in sym-
pathy with this desire for independence,
Mr, Allen said, but it must also consider
its friendship and allionce with the Euro-
pean powers thot control the African
continent.

“all of the so-called colonizl powers in
Africa are friends of the United States
‘in the world-wide contest between the
free and Communist worlds,"” he noted.

“*Relationship' established by them
with countries in Alrica date from an
era when the concepts of international
relations were different,” he added.

“'Tt is more largely a question of
transforming this relationship into a co-
gperative endeavor by which the newly
emerging states in Africa may achieve
and maintain their national self-respect.

“iA strong free and friendly Africa is
extremely important to United States
security.' "

REALITIES

. The, president, -it appears, talks for
broader domestic and foreign consump-
tion. He can let’ himself go a little with
regard to shots for freedom and the
highest aspirations of mankind. But
when the ASSNESAA talks to the ex-
perts of the Academy for Political and
Soecial Sciences, all these hearty gestures
are put aside and we get a cool assess-
ment of realities.

There is octual shooting going on for
freedom right now in Algeria. ‘Algerian
farmers are sniping at the organized
troops of Fremch imperialism In guerrilla
warfore. Where does the United States
stand in this conflick?

Allen does not even use the word “in-
dependence” to describe what the peoples
of Africa want, He speaks of “self-re-
spect,” of which the French and others
are willing to let them have plenty, as
long as they stay in their place. He even
refers to the “so-called colonial powers,”
in short . . . anything to aveid giving
offense to those members of the “free
world” who are holding the peoples of
Afriea in colonial bondage.

Well, if the Republicans either say
nothing, or betray their real policies in
unguarded speeches to “seientific” bodies,
how about the Democrafs?

Stevenson really lashed out in his

| The Last 30%

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

. A somewhat better showing was made
this week as we approach the closing
weeks in the fund drive. Over $800-was re-
ceived in the past days, lifting the total
contributions past the $7000 mark, and
leaving 30 percentage points to be made
wp before we can pull the curtains on this
Fear's campaign.

' *There is still a distance to. go and it is.a
unost important stretch of the drive. We
have just got to make it. That means that.
every area has to go all out to close the
‘campaign successfuily.

* This week New York made a real effort
and upped its place in the stan&in.gs‘ con-
siderably. More than $400 was sent in by
New York, raising it to almost three-quar-
ters of its goal. It was a fine spurt, Jut
Chicago managed to send in a good pay-
ment and still leads New York by more
than 10 percentage points,

FUND DRIVE BOX SCORE

City Quota Paid LA
410,000 E7018.20 T0.1

Louis ... 28 60 240
gt.m P B0 50 100
Reading ... 50 50 100
Natl, Office ... 1,250 1065 85.2
ChiCago wwwe 2,000 1620 81
Los Angeles ... 650 526.45 809
Detroit ..oww. 890 270.75 713

o a0 8w 75
Bar.-Areh 150 110 733

Cleveland ..o

New York ... 3,800 2565 672
‘Wewark e 400 248 62
Streator .o 2% 15 60
Philadelphia .. 200 105 52.5
Buffalo ..veee. 150 55 26.6
Pittsburgh ... 200 58 29 _
Beattle ...ccoiine 150 20 13.3
Indiana ... 100 0 0
AETOR soverireeres 2B 0 (1]

Is the Hardest '

As a matter of fact, this was one of the
better weeks in the campaign. It saw not
only the aforementioned making pay-
merits, but also Detroit, Cleveland, New-
ark, Philadelphia and Buffalo come
through.

The big stumbling-block, and the rea-
son why we still remain too far from the
fnish of ‘the campaign, is that enly three
arens have reached the 108 per cent mark,
and these are small-guota. areas. None of
the cities with more substantial gquotas has
turned the trick yet, and it is on these
that we count above all to finish at the

< top.

With the day drawing nearer to the re-
sumption of the hearing in the ISL case
against the attorney general, the impor-
tance of a suceessful fund drive is raised
even higher. It would be a shame if we
were handicapped in our long and difficult
work to obtain @ hearing, and spearhead
the fight on the Attorney General's list,
because of financial difficulties. We are, in
faet, making the fight for everybody in
this case.

We have to carry it through to a finish.
It Is not too late now to help us. We need
everyone's assistance. So don't hesitate to
send in your contribution to the fund
drive and do it now.

F Y

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
114 West 14 Street, New York Ciy

specializes in books and pamphlets

on the Labor and Socislist -move-

ment, Marzism, etc., and can sup-
ply bocks of all publishers.
Send for vur free book list.

speech against the record of the Republi-
cans on [oreign policy. His method was
to draw a glowing picture of Democratic
successes in the field, and to contrast it
with a dismal portraval of Republican

failures. With John Foster Dulles pn tap

as a whipping boy, it would have been

hard for him to miss with some of his

famous quips.

MAN WITH THE PHRASE -

But If what the Democrats did in the
past always worked so well. and what the
Republicans have done has been so dis-
astrous, what radical changes in policy
did Stevenson have to urge on.the Ameri-
can people? '

Seeking for something dramatic ko
lieadline, the papers claimed that Steven-
son advocated an end to H-bomb tests,
and the giving of all American [oreign
aid via the United Nations. Actually, as.
is his way, he spoke of “giving earnest
consideration” to such policies. He main-
tained the air of a man who is leaving
the door open for a retreat from every-
thing he “urges,” or “suggests" now
under the pressures of office.

Actually he spoke of a number of ad-
ditional matters in the same vague way,
He came out for prudence rather than
Dulles® bellicosity; for finding a way. in
which to use America's food surpluses
“gs  raw materials of diplomaey™
(something every government since the
days of Coolidge has sought) ; and came
out four-square for “a world-wide war
against want” and for “liberty, human
freedom, independence, the American
idea—eall it what you please—which is
more precious and petent than guns and
butter.”

That is about as specifie as Stevenson
got. But even while talking about bold
new approaches, the American imperial-
ist attitude which saturates the political
atmosphere found its expression. )

“Also, on the question of colonialism
the Administration has done nothing to
evolve a reasoned and sound American
position, linked to our own traditions-as
well as to respect for our friends and a
due concern for world stability. In the
absence of a national attitude we have
floundered around trving to be all things
to all people and thereby antagonizing
everyone.”

WHICH FRIENDS?

There is o forthright champion of the

rights of the peoples fighting for freedom,
for you! Which of "our friends" is he talk-
ing about? The pecple of Algeria or the
French imperialists? The Cypriots or the
British? The Okinaweans or . . .7 But the
question is answered in his text. A "due
concern for world stability’ means a due
concern for the status quo. After aoll, who
is rocking the boot? The hotheads who
are trying to win their freedom, end don't
wait for the measured cadences of. Ste-
venson's polished speeches.

Although the Times only reproduces
Kennan’s' remarks (alluded to above)
about as briefly as it did those of the
ASSNESSAA gentleman, what came
through was a truism which points up
everything LABOR AcTIoN has to say
about foreign policy. =

“We seem to have a feeling thaf
because such things as tarifis and im-
migration rules, crop subsidies, security
procedures and race relations are tech-
nically domestic matters we ean go
ahead and do whatever we want to about
them without taking seriously into ac-
count the feelings of other people. This
is precisely where we make our mistake.”

That is to say, foreign policy is basic-
ally an extension of domestic policy. All
the high moral sentiments in the world,
voiced in the most attractive manner,
will not bring about a significant change
in America’s foreign policy as long as it
is shaped and directed by political parties
which give their allegiance to American
and world capitalism rather than to de-
moeracy. That is true of both major
parties today. It"is the mission of the
American labor movement to fight for
a fundamental change in these policies
to' the peint at which they will conform

to the interests of demoeracy all over the'

world, and hence to the interests of the
vast majority of the American people.
As long as American labor remains
tied to the basic premises which unite the
foreign policy of both major parties it
will be incapable of fighting for a really
democratic foreign policy. And as long
as American labor insists on condoctimg

its politics inside the framework of these

two parties, it will find it virtually im-
possible to break with- these -basic
premises.

Foreign policy is, as Kenman says, in-
extricably bound wp with domestic policy.
It is high time that American labor
took a really fresh look at both.

The Independent Soclalist Loague stands
for socialist democracy ond against the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinlsm,

Caopitalism cannot be reformed er liber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, 5o

as to give the people freedom, abendance, ,

security or peace. It must be abolished
and replaced by o new social system, in
which the people own and conirel the
basic sectors of the economy, democraH-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies. ’

Stolinism, in Russia and wherever b
holds power, is a brutal tofalitarianism—
a new form of exploitation. 1ts agents in
every country, the Communist Parties, are
unrelenting enemies of sociolism ‘and have
nothing in common with socialism—which
cannot exist without effective democratic
control by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and ‘Stal-
inism are today at eoch other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivairy. for domi-
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the

people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulers in power. Independent Swaiolism.

stands for building and stre wing the|
Third Camp of the people cgaisst both
war bloes, *

The ISL, as a Marxist mevement, looks
fo the working class and its ever-present
itruggle os the basic progressive force in
society. The ISL is organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the lobor movement
and among all other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent Sociolists
participate actively in every struggle to
better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight for higher living stondards, egoinst
Jdim Crow and anfi-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We seek to join fogether with all
other militants in the labor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
on independent labor party and other pra-
gressive pelicies.

The fight for democracy end the fight
for socialism are inseparcble. There can
be no lasting and genuine democracy with-
out socialism, and there can be no secial-
ism without democracy. To enroll under
this banner, join the Independent Socialist
League!

Get Acquainted!

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y..

O I want more information about
the ideas of Independent Social-
ism and the ISL. '

O I want te join the ISL.
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