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Pussyfooting

The U. 8. press has done a bit of gloat-
ing, not unjustified, about the mildness
and ambignity displayed even on colonial
guestions by the three neutralist heads

of state at Briomi. Nehru, Nasser and
Tito went very easy on the sore gues-
tions of Algeria and Cyprus, adopting
the formula that “rights on both sides”
must be respected.

Thus even on the colonial question the
bloc of in-betweeners found it impossible
to take a forthright stand. The French
inhabitants of Algeria undoubtedly have
rights-that should. be respected, as any
national minority in a foreign country,
but only after they respect the right of
the majority to control their own destiny,

The reason for this pussyfooting by the
One-and-a-Half Comp was explained in
advance: in these columns. Except insofar
as their own inferests are invelved, these
states do not want to fight either of the
rival imperialisms; they want to reconcile
fhem to each other.

This is why Nehru’s neotralism is the
very opposite of Third Camp policy, not
a relative of it.

This is a political position. It has noth-
ing to do with Nehru's undoubted per-
sonal (and the Indian people’s mass)
hatred of imperialist injustice, nor with
the =zincere expressions of general op-
position to imperialism that come from
him, or for that matter from Colonel
Nasser.

Nasser's own emotions on imperialism
have no.doubt been raised to a boiling
point by the tricky squeeze play which
Washington has worked on Egypt in
reversing its offer of aid to the Aswan
Dam project. It appears that this re-
versal is a calculated risk to call Nas-
ser’s presumed bluff on Russian aid; the
whole thing, on all sides, iz a charade in
power politics. But what we were going
to say is: Nasser is now fulminating
with hard language about Washington’s
shady motives and imperialist dealings,
and most of this language is no doubt
entirely just, but all that this “anti-
imperialist” can think of doing is to
fall back into the embrace of Russian
imperialism.

Thus he makes Eqypt o shuttlecock bat-
ted back gnd forth betwen the two rival
war camps.

) '!_‘his is not “standing outside the two
-bloes.,” This is not “opposition to the
policy of blecs.” This is merely scuttling
nabcut in the no-man’s-land between them.

Strong Language

We mnote that the maverick on the
Subversive Activities Control Board, ex-
Sen. Harry Cain, has used some smoking
epithets to denounce the administration’s
bill to include all federal employees (not
only those in “sensitive” jobs) in the
security program, in order to nullify the
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NEW WARNINGS PILE UP AS PACIFIC BLASTS END—

H-BOMBS ARE POISONING
THE PLANET'S ATMOSPHERE

Scientists Report
Peril Deadlier Than
AEC Has Admitted

By GENE LISTER

Since the Bikini H-bomb test and its
fall-out effect on Japanese ficherman, a
phase of the atomic danger has
arisen. Deadly windborne radioactivity

has 'been a subject which governments

have been reluctant to talk about but
when bits of information do get out, a
wave of horror runs around the world
as the vastness of its danger becomes
known.

This oecurred on June 28 when the
secret testimony of Lieutenant General
Gavin, U. S, Army Director of Research
and Development, became public. A rou-
tine release of a U. S. Government Print-
ing Office pamphlet provided the leak
which army officials belatedly made vain
efforts to stop.

The report disclosed that Gen. Gavin
in earlier secret testimony had answered
a question as to the effeet on Russia of
an all-out assault by the United States

IContinves on page 4}

By HAL DRAPER

“Operation Alert,” a civil-defense test, and the final shots in a
series of H-bomb tests in the Pacific have coincided this past week to
put the spotlight on both the give-and-take aspects of nuclear annihila-

tion.

The main product has been the now standard mixture of official
alarmism on the one hand and official soothing-syrup on the other, The

first is designed to combat apathy
about civil defense: the second is
intended to prevent panic. The one
expedient that the government
authorities; it seems, have -not-yet
decided to try is to tell the whole
truth.

This has been indicated once again as
Lewis Strauss, head of the Atomic En-
ergy Commission, sought to assure the
nation that the problem of radioactive
fallout had been mastered. So, at least,
said the headlines, as planned. It turned
out, however, (a) that Strauss hadn't
quite said that, really; and (2) that
even the head of Congress’s Joint Atom-
ic Energy Committee had not heard
abont this great advance until he rvead
it in Mr. Strauss’s misleading headlines,

Meanwhile, “Operation Alert” elosed
with the official announcement that “mil-
lions"” had been “killed” when 124 nu-

By GORDON HASKELL

Steel Union Raises Issue
0f Co. Prices and Profits

As this is being written, the papers announce that a settlement of
the steel strike is expected before July 27.

If their predictions prove accurate, the strike will have lasted a
total of 26 days. It appears that a settlement was made possible by
the suddent decision of the companies to retreat from the adamant and
unyielding position they had taken since the beginning of the strike.

The story is that this change of
heart was brought about by the
combination of a drastic reduction
in steel inventories over the coun-
try, and strong pressure from the
Republican .administration which
wants ‘to present -the country with as
rosy an economic picture as possible in
this pre-election period.

Present predictions are that whatever
the terms of the final settlement will be,
the steel industry will increase its prices,
and that the increage will be somewhere
in the neighborhood of $8-10 a ton. What
this will mean to consumers and the
economy as a whole is obvious.’In a pe-
riod of economic stabilization and even

decline such as the present one, a steel
price increase signals a further deeline
in production. A price increase at such a
time is pessible onlir because of the
monopolistic character of the steel in-
dustry.

This steel strike has once again under-
lined two facts of major long-run impor-
tance to the development of the American
labor movemeni. One is the fact that the
eclash between the economic interests of
labor on the one hand and capital on the
other leads to struggle, regardless of the
social theories and wishes of the leader-
ship of the labor movement, The other is
that the labor movemeni has now become
such an important sector of American so-

{Continved on page 3}

~WEere over—

clear bombs were theoretically dropped
on the U, 8. during the test. Clearly this
should have read tens of millions. In
New York City .alone, first estimates
four - nilfion; then (Times,
dJuly 23) Li. Gen. C. R. Huebner, state
director of Civil Defense, estimated the

“death toll” at five million.

If in the other 74 areas where bombs
were theoretically dropped there were
only a scant half-million deaths each,
then the total death toll would have
equalled the entire population of either
France or England, or the total com-
bined population of "Argentina, Chile,
Columbia and Peru.

It proved once again that a whole na-
tion can be assassinated today, and that
the meaning of war is qualitatively dif-
ferent from anything in the past.

THEY TALK OF LESSONS

In New York City, where the CD task
of caring for the survivors was eased
only by their relative fewness, Civil
Defense Director Robert Condon used
the oceasion to anunounce that he needed
a million dollars more in order to oper-
ate “efficiently.”

This wurgent request was somewhat
counterbalanced by his admission in the
same statement that an “adequate” de-
fense of the city against H-bomb atltack
was impossible,

It seems that he needs the extra mil-
lion in order to get to the peint where
he can begin to be inadequate efficiently.

“As an example of the problems of
eivil defense, Mr. Condon cited the in-
ability of his organization to get delivery.
on_ $75,000 in Gelger counters it had
ordered.”

On a national scale, Interior Secre-
tary Seaton held a press conference on
Monday at -the seeret (or at any rats,
unpublicized) “emergency headquarters’
of the operation, summing up its les-
sons. The Times headline said, “Effici-
ency Gain Shown. . . ."

The main lesson leamed sald the news
report, is “most apparent in the.types
of moeck emergency orders issued by the
“President”—namely, “a state of unlim-
ited* national emergency and a state of
war,” rather than a “martial law order.”

One new discovery of this sort every
year and we should be well prepared for
all eventualities except a real amergency,
(As the cartoonist Lichty has his CD
director saying, “The test was a come
plete success. We now know how to eope
with mock atom bombs.”)

[Turn to last page) }



Following are excerpts from the
militant address to the recent San
Francisco convention of the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People made by
A. Philip Randolph, president of
the Sleeping Car Porters and the
most prominent Negro union lead-
er in the country.

Iliterate and emotional white and
black workers are still played off against
each other, thereby depressing already
low wage rates in the South to lower
levels which, in turn, weaken the econ-
omy of southern states by reducing the
purchasing power of both sections of la-
bor, black and white.

But, separation of workers, upon a
basis of race and color, religion and na-
tionality, is an abnormal condition since
all workers have the same basic interest;
namely, decent wages, improved working
conditions and shorter hours of work.
Nevertheless, these cannot be attained
while laboring masses are divided, be-
cause division creates weakness whi?h
employers are shrewd enough to exploit.

Therefore, since well-nigh nine-tenths
of Negroes are working people and must
sell their labor in the market daily for
wages with which to buy food, clothing
and shelter, education and recreation, or-
ganized labor and the Negro have a nai-
ural basis for alliance.

As all the southern states have “right-
to-work” laws, more appropriately la-
beled “right-to-wreck labor unions” laws,
legistation to ban the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People has also been enacted in southern
states, including Louisiana and Alabm'na,
with prospects of this plague spreading
to other southern states.

As leaders of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
are mobbed and lynched because of their
fight for civil rights, labor leaders are,
too, threatened, intimidated, kidnapped
and, sometimes, shot and killed because
of their efforts to organize workers into
unions to fight for their labor's rights.

As the South's fight for states' rights
is to enable it to be free to maintain seg-
regation, it also resorts to the dogma of
states’ rights to outlaw labor organiza-
tion.

Call to Freedom

In the official ¢all for the Septem-
ber convention of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, A. Philip Ra_m-
dolph, on behalf of the Executive
Board, starts out some distance away
from bread-and-butter union p
lems, with an appeal to support the
struggles of the colonial peoples
against imperialism:

“Written in unmistakable and fear-
ful lines across the world horizon are
the signs of the end of the ruthless
rule af the white man over the ?:Yeop‘!es
of coler in the world, T his Eregectum
of the overlordship of the white Iwor:id
applies to both the old capitalist
1 colonial world powers, such os Great
Britain, France, Italy, Spain and Hf}!—
land, as well as it does to the Russian
Communist Soviet Umon.

upui ginee no great world power
voluntarily surrenders its rule and
control of people, however unjust, wn-
democratic and unehristion it may be,
the old coloninl world nations, with
palsied and feeble hands, still sef:k-
to maintain their erumbling cclonial
empires by o policy of uppeasenent,
But there is nothing more obvious
in our conlemporary times than that
the subjugated, oppressed and ex-
ploited black, broun and  yetlow
peoples of the world are wo longer
accepting a half o loaf of freedom and
independence—they want the whole

loaf.”

| A. PHILIP RANDOLPH on

- The Negro’s Natural Ally:
Labor, White and Black

As Negroes' rights are flouted and
given less respect in the South, so does
labor meet a comparable fate.

As civil rights organizations are weak-
est in the South, so are workers' labor
organizations.

If the literacy test and poll tax and
violence discourage the Negro vote, the
poll tax and the literacy test also reduce
the vate of the poor whites.

[t is obvious that this condition demon-
states that Negro and. white workers
have more in common than they have in
opposition. In fact, white workers have
more in common with Negro workers
than they have in common with White
Citizens Councils and the Eastlands.

This fact has been obscured fo poor
whites by the identification of all whites
in the South upon a basis of race instead
of class. Southern white Bourbon rulers,
faced with the possible unity eof poor
whites with poor blacks against poverty
and illiferacy, low wages, poor working
conditions and long hours of work,
promptly gave the poor whites compen-
sation for their economic, social and po-
litical inadequacies, in the form of the
doctrine of raecial superiority, while poor
blacks looked with scorn and contempt
upon their lowly white brothers.

Thus, if Negroes and poor whites fail

to sense the necessity and value of unity
as workers in trade unions and, too, at
the ballot box, it is not because of a lack
of a basic interest between them, but on
aceount of ignorance. ....
- But, since neither labor nor the Negro
is fully free and because both can only
survive -and win their complete rights
within the framework of a democratic
soviety, Negroes and white trade union-
ists can most effectively advance their
cause by the vecognition of the common
interest both have at the point of pro-
duetion, on the job and in the union hall,
as well as at the ballot box.

Both have the problem of getting the
southern political demagogues off their
backs, who ride into office from year to
vear on the slogan of racialism. Both
have the problem of liberating them-
selves from the economic clutehes of ex-
pleitation of city industrial and financial
capitalists of the South and a semi-feu-
dalistic plantation oligarchy.

It is because of the logical and histori-
cal validity of these conditions that should
make for unity of Negroes and trade om-
ions. The moral alliance belween Negroes
and organized labor constitules a major
key, not only for the achievement of la-
bor's and Negroes' as well as other minor-
ities' rights but alse for the consolidation
and preservation of our demoeratic life.
They are the test of the democratic proc-
ess and the democratic philosophy....

Obviously, the development of a strong
and aggressive labor movement in the
South, embracing black and white work-
ers, is the key to the transition of con-
trol of southern economy, state and local
polities and governments from the weak
and palsied hands of a rural, semi-
feudalistic share-cvopper and tenant
farming economy, the breeding grounds
of Ko Kluxism, White Citizens’ Council,

Racism, lynch-law and illiterate emo-

tional white masses to an urban indus-
trialism -and labor unionism, where the
paramount goeial struggle will shift
from racialism to economic social and
political reformism in the interest of
higher wages &nd improved living stand-
ards and better government for all citi-
zens, black and white.

Thus, the old South is deathly afraid
of a growing, enlightened labor move-
ment free from the illusions and frustra-
tions of the dogma of racial superiority.

It is afraid that with the passing of
segregation, now, freec and independent
voices among Lthe repressed white popu-
lation, including students in the schools
and colleges as well as teachers, workers
in trade wunions, preachers in the
churches, writers on daily press, will
speak out in repudiation and condemna-
tion of a desperate and decadent racist
oligarchy.

By BEN HALL

Criticism of the Democratic Party
from the labor movement continues. Two
weeks ago, we printed a sample of what
is being said along these lines.

There was also a speech by former
President Emil Rieve at the recent con-
vention of the United Textile Workers
Union: “the public opinion pools tell us

,that the president will be re-elected,” he

told the delegates. “Why? One reason
I think is that the Democrats are offer-
ing little that is better. To be sure, there
are Democrats and Democrats. But it is
time the party realized that it cannot
have one policy for Texas and 'ancther
for New York, whether the issue iz natu-
ral gas, the Taft-Hartley Act or segre-
. gation in the public schools. If the Demo-
cratic Party triez to work both sides of
the street it will no longer deserve the
support of the labor movement.”

A columnmist, B. A., in Laber's Daily
(June 28,) ridicules the Democrats for
adding a billion dollars to the arms bud-
get over the objeetions of President
Eisenhower.

By their action, he argues, “they have
reinforced the glue on the label which
may have been- pasted on them. The label
says “War Party,” This does not mean the
Democrats are about to proveke a war or
even want one.. It does, though, mean-that
they have adopied the philesophy of ‘arm-
to-the-teeth.” ™ .

He insistg that all wings are just as
guilty, including Kefauver and Steven-
son, and concludes; “Unless they pro-
duce a genuine peace platform the Demo-
crats will have no chance—and no right
—+to supplant Eisenhower.”

And William T. E%jue, editor of the
Madison Capital-Times, returns to the
theme, as quoted by Labor's Daily:

“Further evidence for the statement
...that the words Republican and Demo-
crat no longer have any meaning, was
demonstrated last week in the announce-
ment by Senator George of Georgia that
he would not he a candidate for re-elec-
tion. Immediately following came the
announcement that President Eisenhow-
er would name George as the president's
ambassador to the NATO in Paris. The
Republican president paid high tribute
to this Tory Southern Demeocrat.”

It all adds up to the most continuous,
maost public, most vigorous, most threat-
ening critivism of the Demoeratic Party
from spokesmen for organized labor
since Roosevelt took over in 1932.

®
BARS DOWN

The Switchmen's Union has finally
agreed to take in Negroes on the basis
of full equality.

The union had been negotiating with
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Por-
ters, which acted for Negro switchmen,
A collective-bargaining election was
pending on the Central of Georgia Rail-
road with the Switchmen's Union com-
peting against the Brotherhood of Rail-
road Trainmen, a union which discrimi-
nates against Negroes.

After agreeing to withdraw all bars
against Negroes, the Switchmen’s Union
won the election.

“

SILENCE IS NOT ENOUGH

In a statement on the Southern Con-
gressional Manifesto, the Industrial Un-
jon Department (AFL-CIO) criticized
the 06 congressmen who signed it as
demonstrating “their contempt for egual
rights for all Americans.” And of those
who did not sign, it said that mere si-
lence is not enough, and demanded that
the great majority in Congress “stand
up and say so, in order that all of Amer-
jea and the rest of the world will know
our country and its people overwhelm-
ingly support the Supreme Court deci-
sion on desegregation.”

Yigareus as the statement is, it would
have been stronger and more effective,
not to say more honest, if it had men-
tioncd by name those signers who had

td .
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 Labor’s Griticism of Dems Still Mountin;

been supported by labor in the past, like
Sparkman and Hill of Alabama.

. i
RESISTANCE i

Early this month, the CI0 and AFL
state organizations merged in Virginia
to form a new federation representing
60,000 unionists. Speaking to the Virgin-
ia Federation of Labor as the personal
representative of George Meany, Peter
J. MeGavin called for “the eradication
of every vestige of discrimination, wheth-
er it be because of race, religion or na-
tional origin.”

When Arkansaz labor united, AFL-
CIO Organizational Director Living-
stone spoke as bluntly, But following the
Joint Arkansas convention, mergers took
place in other Southern states (Louisi-
ana, Tennessee) with no reports of open
denunciations of Jim Crow.

McGavin's speech comes as a welcome
sign; for while the labor movement of-
ficially backs the MNegro struggle by a
large majority, there is resistance to
stated policy,

In Miami, an AFL central labor body
tried to bar Negro delegates.

In Georgia, the State AFL convention
and the Machinist's State Council en-
dorsed the senatorial candidacy of Her-
man Talmadge, a man who stands for
white supremacy and who, while govern-
or, signed the state’s “right-to-work law.

Along the same lines, the Metal
Trades Council (AFL-CIO) in its May
Bulletin expresses sympathy for “mod-
eration,” reminds us that “Social habits
of many generations are not undone in
a few weeks or months by legal action,”
and adds that “The feeling in the South
is that time will eventually heal the
wounds.” It points out, too, that “Re-
sponsible Southern liberals have warned
the NAACP and other groups not to
push too hard.” .

L] i

ALLIED VICTIMS

If Negroes need civil rights in the
South, so does the labor movement. Here
are just a few recent incidents:
® In March, two ILGWU organizers
were kidnapped in the city of Cullman,
Alabama, and forcibly deported by five
men armed with lead pipes. The FBI
was not interested, and the union had to
file a suit for damages.
® Columbio, Tennessee was recently the
scene of a Till-type #rial involving not a
murdered MNegro but o murdered siriker.
A scab, Roy Brindley, had confessed that
he shot a striking corman to death during
the Louisville, MNashville railrood strike
last year. The judge permitted the exclu-
sion of all union members from the trial
jury; after only an hour's deliberation.
the jury found the admitted killer not
quilty.
® In Washington, D.C. two pickets from
the Retail Clerks Union were beaten by
thugs. The union asked for an FBI in-
vestigation of thiz “violation of civil
righ_t.-:. Appavently J. Edgar Hoover was
not interested.

L ]

PETRILLO, PATRIOT

James C. Petrillo continues to stand
guard against subversion in musie,

It seems that the State Department
had canceled a foreign tour of the Sym-
phony of the Air because it had dis-
covered “subversives” in the 92-man
orchestra. Perhaps it feared that some
!;um-booter would sound a clear note of
insurrection; or perhaps sound a sour
note of simple harmonic sabotage.

Petrillo, it should be reported, pro-
tested because no proof of “subversion
had heen adduced. He made clear, how=
ever, that he would never permit the
overthrow of our Anierican way of
music: patriotic airs and loyal tunes.

“I appeal to you, Mr. Secretary,” he
wrote to Dulles, “that if, in fact, there
is_proof of subversive influences within
the Symphony of the Air, that you arm
me with that proof so that I may, as is
my sworn duty, weed out these undesir-
ables and save the good name and honor
of a great cultural organization which,
on its last tour to the Orient, was pub-
licly described as your ‘Ambassador of
Demoeracy.” ™
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British Auto Strike Finds
Unions Lagging in the Crisis

By OWEN ROBERTS
London, July 20

The battle lines are drawn up in the
British automobile industry. Unless the
situation changes drastically within the
next few days some 48,000 workers em-
ployed in the five plants of the British
Motor Corporation will not turn up to
punch their time clocks on Monday
morning. :

The threatened strike arises from the
decision of the company last month to
fire some 6000 of its workers. The men
were fired at a day's notice and without
any prior eonsultation with either the
men on the jgb or the union officials.

The blame for the situation, said the
company, was due to the government's
policy of higher purchase tax and stiffer
installment-buying terms which caused
a drop in home demand. Tougher mar-
kets abroad, due to import restrictions
and intensified competition, had further
worsened the situation.

The 1B unions with men working at
the plants were caught with their pants
down. They immediately raised a storm
about not being consulted on the firings
but .it was only after a great deal of
scratching around that they finally
came across with some positive demands.
Reinstate the sacked workers, they said,
open negotiations on the whole question
of the dismissals and, if any workers
were eventually sacked, pay them money
compensation.

By the time this policy had been

formulated, the men marked out for
firing were already signing on at the
Labor Exchanges for their relief money
from state funds and, in some cases,
were already at work in other jobs.
This meant that the union leaders had
to win support for their demands from
the men left in the plants, who knew
that they had escaped firing.

As could be expected in such a situn-
ation, certain sections of the workers
showed little enthusiasm for any sort of
action.

STAND PAT

The company fatly refused te concede
to the demands of the unions. There
eould be no question, it said, of any
payment of compensation. It was a na-
tional -matter and could not be settled
by any one firm acting on its own.
Never before had any firm paid eom-
pensation and they were not going to
set the pattern and maybe get them-
selves stuck out on a limb from the rest
of Britain's employers,

‘After two days of talkes arranged by
the Ministry of Labor the firm still re-
fused to budge and the unions—which
had previously anncunced their intentions
of calling a strike on July 23 if demands
were not met—made preparations for
downing tools.

Meanwhile there have heen indications
that all is not well in the auto plants.
In one of the tool rooms (where the

highest paid workers are employed) 200
men made publiec their intention of re-
fusing to follow the strike call. Today
there are tales that in another plant of
the company, shop stewards organized
their own ballot on the guestion of strik-
ing with the result that 1284 votes were
cast against strike aetion and only 241
in favor,

NO PLANS

The press has, of course, magnified
these happenings as an example of the
“intelligent appreach of the workers in
contrast to the lunacy of the unions.”
The tame industrial correspondents have
tried hard to spread eonfusion among
the workers at BMC and to raise serious
doubts about the response to the strike
call on Monday.

In the current situation such an oceur-
rence was inevitable. It stems from the
fact that the unions had no plans what-
soever prepared in advance.

By the time they had worked out their
demands the workers marked out for
firing had already been fired. No agree-
ments exist at all to cover such an event-
uality as layoffs, and as a conseguence
the union officials were working under
the handicap of knmowing that the firm
had already made its move, the men left
felt relieved that they had been passed
over, and that they were starting from
seratch in trying to formulate a policy.

This brought out quite eclearly the

situation, commented upon in a previous
London. Letter, that the peak period of
the unions' bargaining power has passed,

What will be the outcome of the eur-
rent auto dispute is anybody’s business,
But it may have one happv result. It
may make British trade-unionists, lead-
ers and rank and file alike, realize that
they cannot meet modern problems with
old fashioned ideas.

The current sackings in the automobile
industry are due to economic policies of
governments endeavoring to stave off in-
flation, but they might just as well have
been due fo automation or some other
process of technological change. The
unions would still have bhad mo plans to
meet them.

THINKING THROUGH

Many British trade-unionists are still
thinking in the terms of putting forward
a bald slogan like “No Sackings.” In-
stead of seriously getting down to win-
ning agreements on seniority rights,
severance pay, compensation for family

- hardships, retraining schemes and the

like, they are following the crackpots
who thifik that all the problems can be
solved by insisting that the companies
should retain their existing labor force
ne matter what happens.

It is tough, of eourse, that the speed-
ing up of automated techniques in
Britain should coincide with the credit-
squeeze policies of the Tory government,
because the problems confronting the
trade unions are made that much harder,
But harder problems demand harder
thinking and, unfortumately, there is
little indication at present that any
measurable seetion of the British trade-
union movement is pgetting down to
thinking along the right lines. With -all
the experiences of the American trade
-unions in recent years to draw on this

is nothing less than tragic.

Steel Union Raises Issues — —

{Continued from page 1}
ciety that its actions affect the whole in
wvital ways.

Even though some labor leaders want
to econduct their relations with the em-
ployers on the narrowest basis of “busi-
ness unionism,” when major struggles
erupt they are compelled to frame their
arguments in terms of the broadest so-
cial interest.

Where the first point is concerned, the
record of David J. M¢Donald is so well
known throughout the labor movement
that little need be said about it here. He
iz the most dramatic living spokesman of
the Chamber of Commerce attitude in
the labor movement. His notorious tour
through the steel mills with Benjamin
Fairless will long be remembered as one
of the most purile stunts a labor leader
has been sucked into in many a decade.

But all his brotherly relations with

the steel magnates; the fact that their

journalistic spokesman in Pittsburgh and
throughout the nation have hailed him

and pointed to him as the finest example

of labor statesmanship and to his atti-
tude az the acme of labor-management
cooperation—all that did not prevent the
steel strike.

McDONALD LETTER

When the strike was entering its
fourth week with no sign of any break
in the bosses' uncompromising attitude,
David McDonald sent a letter to mem-
bers of the Cabinet, congressmen, federal
and state officials, and other ‘“national
leaders.” The letter was carried in full
in the New York Times for July 23, and
presented the steel workers' case in its
broadest economic terms.

It summarized two studies made by the
United Steelworkers’ research staff of the
economy of the steel industry. It is ex-
ceptionally interesting because of the
facts about the steel industry which it
presents, and it is exceptiomally instruec-
tive because of the approach and argu-
mentation it employs.

The cornerstone of the argument and
of the facts marshalled to bolster it is
that productivity in steel has been rising
far faster than real wages. This has
meant that despite substantial wage in-
creases over the years, despite a rising

standard of living for steel workers, the.

ghare of total production going to profits
has increased.

This, the Steel Workers say, is danger-
ous to the whele economy. It has been
taking pldce, they claim, throughout the
economy during the past year, but at a
steeper pace in steel. The reason for the
special ecase of steel is, onee again, the
munopnl‘jst.ic character of the industry
which Has enabled it to increase prices
much faster than its costs have in-
r.;reased.

SOME FIGURES

Here is how McDonald's summary of
this economic study puts it:

“ ..labor's share in the economy, as
well as in steel, has fallen in the last
vear and consumer purchases are lag-
ging. Unless corrected, this could spell
trouble.

“With confidence in the fundamental
strength of our ecconomic system, and
with faith in its potential growth...."”

Here we have the usual and standard
howing to the capitalist system in a re-
port which actually challenges its prem-
ises. The report continues:

“Productivity . . . has been inereasing
more than 3 per cent per year. In manu-

. facturing industries, the annual rate has

been ' exceeding 4 per cent. Automation
will increase the pace....Real hourly
earnings in manufacturing fell behind
the rise in productivity at the time of the
Korean war and have not caught up yet.
This disparity must be corrected through
rising real wages.”

At another peint the report says:

“Taking the years 1938-1956 (more
than sixteen years), we find the ‘real
productivity increase in the steel indus-
try to be G8.8 per c¢ent. For the same pe-
ried, the ‘real’ straight-time average
hourly earnings of the steel worker rose
only 47.1 per cent.”

And elsewhere: “For each $1 increase
in labor costs since 1945, exorbitant price
increases have yielded $3.18 in additional
revenues. The figures on material costs
are equally startling. Materials costs
since 1947 have risen about 28 per cent,
but steel prices in the same period have
risen TB.2 per cent—an excess of price
increases over cost increases of nearly
3 to 1.

The study goes on to say:

“Within the framework of its 1956 op-
erations, the steel industry could ahsorb
for a full year a wage ‘cost’ increase

which would meet the needs of ils em-

ployees, forego a price increase, and end
up with net profits comparable to the huée
profits of prior years. The return on net
worth would still be nearly double the
fair and reasonable rate of 6 per cent—
and the return on sales would be well
above the 4.3 cents for all manufacturing
corporations in 1956.”

And finally:

“o..the steel industry’s share of the *

sales dollar in gross profit has risen from
10.9 cents in 1847 to a rate of 16.2 cents
in 1956.«But in shocking contrast to this,
an analysis of the eleven companies on
which proper information wag available
reveals that wages and salaries, as a
share of the sales dollar, have been re-
duced from 40.5 cents in 14938 to 35.5
cents in 1955! In other words . . . the
wage earner's portion of the sales dollar
has grown smaller and smaller. The
facts reveal, for example, that despite
the hourly wage increases (plus pension
and insurance improvements) in 1954
and 1956, the-actual labor cost per ton
of steel produced ig less in 1956 than it
was in 19541

HISTORY: 1946

It is nohing new for a union, even a
very conservative one, to work up such
an analysis during wage negotiations.
These are usually employed for the pur-
pose of boelstering the conviction of the
membership and winning general sympa-
thy from consumers and the public for
their cause. By sending thiz open letter
to the leaders of the administration,
however, McDonald has, in a very mild
way, projected the struggle in the steel
industry onto the plane of politics,

A bit of history may point op the sig-
nificance of McDonald's letter further.

In 1946 during the great post-war
strike wave which consolidated the posi-
tion of the modern labor movement in
America, Walter Reuther put forth the
famous “GM Program.” The salient fea-
tures of this program were a demand
for wage increases without price in-
ereases, and a demand that GM open its
books to the union so that the workers
and the public could verify the validity
of GM’s c¢laim that it could not give a
wage inerease without increasing the
prices of automobiles,

Reuther’s program was a bold new
departure for the labor movement, It
was so bold that it got little response

from the rest of the labor leadership,

As a matter of faet, Philip Murray,
then leader of the CIO and the Steel-
workers, undercut Reuther's struggle at
GM by settling the steel strike which
was going on at the same time on a basis
which accepted the industry’s demand
for a price increase. It was widely known
in the labor movement at the time that
Murray thought very little of Reuther’s
“highfalutin’™ theories about the rela-
tions of prices and wages to the health
of the economy as a whole, and even less
of the socoal leadership for the labor
movement implieit in his program.
“There is nothing wrong with this econ-
omy that a dollar a day in the payecheck
won't cure,” he is reported to have said
at that time.

Now, it is true that the steel union’s
demands in this strike did not fully re-
flect the argumentation in the economic
studies publicized by MeDonald, The un-
ion did not make opposition to an in-
crease in steel prices part of its de-
mands. That is too much to expect from
MeDonald’s leadership.

But the fact remains that even this,
conservative leadership is compelled to
justify and explain its struggle in terms
which go beyond Phil Murray’s narrow
“a dollar in the paycheck" economies. In
g0 doing, they have been compelled to,
educate the workers and the nation to a
broader understanding of labor's role in
this society.
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: Sﬂl'afegy for Labor

To the Editor:

The job of LABOR ACTION should be to
destroy the illusions remaining within
‘the labor movement about the role and
potentialities of the Democratic Party—
not to pander to those illusions as does
the article by R. M. and B, 8. (July 16)
entitled “A  Convention Strategy for
Labor.”

The article is devoted to advising those
labor bureaucrats who will be delegates
to the Democratic Party convention to
“oust the South Trom the Democratic
Party.” Nowhere does it mention those
obviously sectarian and dogmatic social-
“jst beliefs—that the Demoecratic Party
is a capitalist party (ie., a party domi-
nated by the capitalist class through its
political representatives), that the very
presence of labor leaders in such a con-
vention is a class-collaborationist betray-
«al of the interests of the l[abor move-
ment, and that the first thing these lead-
ers should do is to walk out,

Arid How does this article propose to
#pust the South?” By adopting a mili-
tant civil-rights plank in the Democratic
platform! But aren’t the writers of the
article aware that the platform promises
of capitalist parties are pure demagogy
—that there is no intention of carrying
them out? The Democratic Party had,
once before, a militant civil-rights planlk
—n 1948. The Dixiecrats split and the
Democrats won the election. Whereupon
the party immediately reunited and not
the slightest portion of the brave civil-
1ights program was enacted.

The “strategy” suggested by this
arlicle would at best lead to a repetition
of the 1948 fiasco. In this field as in
every other, labor will start to follow
“a progressive poliecy” only when it
leaves the Democratic Party.

In sum, thiz article is permeated with
the spirit of *‘tail-ending™ the labor bu-
reaucrats and of support to the Demo-
cratic Party. What business do socialists
have argmrl'ta agamst. something because

it "would lead to the defeat of the Demo-
cratic Party at the polls?” Why interpret
the efforts of hypocritical liberal poli-
ticians to eapture the Negro vote as “an
historically croecial role?"”

The authors’ total lack of an independ-
ent class perspective is nowhere better
indicated than .in their statement that
“In the long run labor must free itself
of its alliance with the right-wing Fair
Deal Democrats" [Ttalics mine—S. M.].
Thus the idea of a class party of labor,
free from the embrace of Humphrey,
Lebman, Douglas et al., (the “left wing"
Fair Dealers) is not even envisaged for
the “long run,” and +ill then labor is
consigned to a class-collaborationist
swamp including everybody but the
Dixiecrats.

Such an article doesn’t belong in LA,
It would fit better in the Daily Worker.
Independent Socialists should coneen-
trate on peinting out the fmmediate need
for & Labor Party and the fact that
there is only ane “progressive policy”
open to workers in this election—a so-
cialist protest vote.

SHANE MAGE

The approach to this question which
is taken by LABOR AcCTION was clearly
explained in our June 25 issue on “Labor
and the Democrats,” in the article “A
Challenge to Labor's 1956 Polities,” by
our labor editor Ben Hall. He wrote in
conclusion :

“Such a genuine fight for labor's pro-
gram inside the Democratic Party iz the
least that can reasonably be expected
from anyone who claims to believe, as
so many do, that it ¢ possible by sup-
porting Democrats and other old-party
candidates to further the workers' inter-
estz and the needs of progress.

“We ourselves believe that these aims

can be achieved only by taking the first

step of breaking with the old parties,
forming & labor party. We even venture
to predict that laber can find out that
this is true through making a real fight
inside the Democratic Party. Or if this
opinion is false, it can be disproved in
the same way: by carrying on_the fight
to the end.

“But first of all for its own reasons,
not for ours, the labor movement is push-
ed into conflict with the conservative and
reactionary machines of the old parties.
It is only a question of whether it will

truly hold up itz own end in this con-
fliet, whether it will stand by the Michi-
gan platiorm nnd draw all the conelu-
sions there from.”

This was alse the concluding and
orienting thought of the chapter on
““Labor and the Democrats” in our May
lekpamphlet-lst.ue on “Labor Polities in
America,” which argued that labor can-
not reform the Democratic Party or get
anywhere by throwing its support to
Fair-Dealers (left or right) but must
break with all wings of this party and
forni.a labor party, It addresses a chal-
lenge to those who disagree with this
d4im and this evaluation of the capitalist
parties. It proposes a road of action
which, in our opinion, will show them in
practice that they too must move in this
direction.—ED

L]

SP and Mollet

To the Editor:

I read David McReynolds' letter on
the Socialist Party convention and re-
lated matters in the July 23 issue of
LaABOR AcTION with considerable interest.
One section of it, however, that dealing
with the Socialist Party and Guy Mollet,
I read with amazement. Comrade Me-
Reynolds seemed to say, if | understand
him, that the SP’s silence on Mollet’s
Algerian war wag due in part to “es-
sentially healthy unwillingness to attack
those we consider to be comrades.”

1 agree that it is understandable and
even healthy for socialists to be unwilling
to attack those they consider to be com-
rades. That is a general proposition, But
it is surely evident that under the cover
of this proposition one should not in-
clude the actions of comrades, however
honorable their past record may be
thought to be, which are bringing dis-
honor and discredit on the socialist
movement as a whole,

I am also sure that all of us prefer to
work with peofile who "“are slow to be-
lieve bad reports of those fhey consider
comrades, than with people who are so
speedy as to seem althost eager to find
points of disagreement.” But what in
the world has this to do with the Social-
ist Party’s reaction to the brutal im-
perialist war France is waging, under a
Soeialist premier, against the Alger:an
people?

. The “bad report” in this case is rmt.
some corrvidor gossip spread by mali-
clous persons, or even some vague rumor
which should be throughly checked be-
fore it is given credence. It is a war
which is being conducted by Mollet ‘in
the sight of the whole world: for which
he has asked the French Chamber for
additional appropriations; for which
tens of thousands of French youths have
been called to the colors. It is a war,
further for which Guy Mollet has sought
the sanction of the Russian Stalinist
government!

1 do not doubt for 2 moment that there
are many in the Socialist Party in this
country (as there are in France itself)
who are dismayed by Mollet's action,
But 1 suspect that the reluctance of the
party leadership to make a public criti-
cism of Mollet’s action requires a differ-
ent explanation than.a reference to a
commendable slowness in believing “bad
reports” about their comrades.

Larry O’CONNOR
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Scientists Report——

[Continued from page 1]

with nuclear weapons. As rep-urted in
the N. Y. Times his reply was;:

“Current planning estimates run on
the order of several hundred million
deaths that would be either way depend-
ing on which way the wind blew. If the
wind blew to the southeast they would
mostly extend into the Japanese and per-
haps Into the Philippine area, If the
wind blew the other way they would ex-
tend well baek ints Western Europe.”

Horrible as is the aftermath of atomic
weapon explesions, the menace of radi-
ation death and sickness is not confined
to these alone. That the disposal of radio-
active wastes from atomic power plants
is a wvast potential hazard has been
known to physicists and biologists for
some time. This is true not only to those
immediately exposed but also through
the damaging effect on the reproductive
organs to succeeding generations.

POISON DOSES

The whole problem of radiation sick-
ness is covered in the jusf-released repert
of the Genetics Committee of the U. S.
National Academy of Science., “Biclogical
Effects of Atomic Radiaotion.” H. J. Mul-
ler of the University of Indionia, a mem-
ber of this committe, gives a clear pic-
ture of many of its findings in the June
9, 1956 issue of -the Saturday Review in
his article "Poisoning by Radiation."

Dr. Muller explains that in the atomic
bombing of Japan many more people
were killed by the blast, fire and heat
rays than by high-energy radiation. To-
day, however, the H-bomb emits radio-
active dust, or fall-out, that is lethal
over an area of thousands of square
miles, more than one hundred times that
ravaged by the blast alone.

In the surrounding areas of a bomb-
ing some survivors of the physical blast
may receive a total of 1000 roentgens
in the ensuing week or two. (The roent-
gen is the commonly used unit of radio-
active dosage.) Even in a well-protected
basement 100 miles from the blast, 100r
might be réceived during the first week.
A dosage of 1,000r is several times
enough to kill if feceived all at once;
over a week's period it would cause pro-
nounced radiation sickness,

Such radiation sickness results in loss
of resistance to all diseases, failure of
blood to clot, internal bleeding, and
other fatal malfunctions. Dr, Muller
states that even dosages of 50 to 100r
delivered to a young fetus can give rise
to permanent physical abnormalities
such as occurred with some children at
Hiroshima several months after the
bombing.

The delaved effects of even minor dos-
ages over a long period of time is one
of the most insidious effects of radiation
sickness. It has been established that
for each roentgen received by the whole
body, even if not more than a few per

day, there will be a loss of five days to

two weeks of a person’s life. No specific
ailment is produced by such exposure;
the victim is merely more susceptthle to
death from all causes.

GENETIC EFFECT

This scientific fact clearly negotes oft-
en repeated government statements that
variows people who have been exposed to
radiation of 100 to 1000r are suffering no
ill effect. It can be expected that such
people who are 30 yeors of age, affer
exposure to 1000r. will probably die with-
in 10 years even though they appear
normal now.

Aside from the life-shortening. effect,
Dr. Muller points out that there is also
a harmful effect on the reproductive
cells which results in changes or muta-
tions in the genes of our children. These
mutations, which occur naturally to a
small degree, always tend to result in a
physical weakness or defect. In major
cases our children may be monstrosities;
in minor instances they may have a
lowey intelligence or be more susceptible
to disease.

The Academy of Science report goes
into considerable detail on these muta-
tions and how much radioactive dosage
can he tolerated. The conclusion is that,
on the average, if in the course of a
generation (30 years) an individual re-
ceives 30 to 80r, the number of muta-
tions among his offspring is doubled.
The chanee of defectiveness in his child-
ren is thereby doubled. .

Dr. Muller's analysis also discusses
the occupational hazards of atomie-
energy installations suc as power plants
In government-sponsored projects an
officially permissible dosage of 0.3r is
set. Actually the usual exposure is about
one-fifth of this amount. At this lesser
quantity a worker would receive 15r in
five years.

In the future private atomic industry
the worker, particularly in times of skilled
laber scareity, would undoubtedly conm-
tinue on his jeb for @ much longer period.
Alsa private industry would unquestion-
ably crowd the permissible limits of dos-
age and in the first ten years o worker
might receive 150r. This not only would
materially increase the chance of harm-
ful mutations in his children but his own
life .would be shortened one fo two years
for each 10 years of work in such a plant.

Muller estimates the cost of preventive
safety measures as small, not over $4000
for 40 years of a man’s work. This is a
small price for four to eight years of
life. An energetic and enlightened safety
program by the unions involved will be
necessary to prevent a disastrous waste
of life,

TOWARD PROTECTION

Such has been the concern of scientists
as well as the general public over radi-
ation sickness and atomic weapon tests
that on July 19 the Atomic Energy Com-
mission was forced to issue an ambiguous
and vague soothing statement. This was
to the effect that more recent Pacific
bomh tests have indicated that it is pos-
sible by *‘operational procedure” to min-
imize the “widespread fall-out hazard.”
No details or proofs were given and the
statements appear to have allayed little
the growing horror of radiation sick-
ness.

The above reports sometimes ‘motivate
a reaction that not only weapon-testing
but el work and development on atomic
energy should immediately cease. To the
enlightenai socialist the proper conclu-
sion is rather that we should replace t
military misuse of atomic techno]ogy )y
its application to useful peaceful pur-
poses alone. The problem is that undeg
capitalism the balance between: the use
and misuse of most seientific advances
is always stacked against the interests
of the working people and the long-
range goals of mankind.

As the world moves forward -into the
atomic age the pecple, to fully protect
themselves and their children, should de-
mand the immediate stoppage of #Hhe
besting and production of atomic weapons.
Also, as the technology of ajfomic power
plants and other wses of nuclear energy
develops, more than adequate safety pre-
cautions, regardless of cost, should be in-
corporated in each installotion. There
should be an end of secrecy, with period-
ical investigations and reports by scien-
tists of the horards in the application of
new knowledge.

We simply cannot permit capitalism
to exploit nuelear energy in the way it
has explorted all of our resources in the
past. Time is running out unless we can

-8oon forge a society which can safely,

and democratically apply its scientific
and technological advances for the bene-
fit of all rather than the profit of the
few. Mankind just can't afford to muff
this one.
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Marine (orps on Trial Before the Nation

By SAM TAYLOR

Last April six Marine Corps recruits were drowned while on a
disciplinary night march in a South-Carolina swamp. A nation-wide
protest was raised over the death of the six-teen-agers, and Marine
Sergeant McKeon who led them on the Ribbon Creek death march is
now facing court-martial for involuntary manslaughter.

Who was responsible for this
geant? the Marine Corps? or was
it just a horrible accident?

The initial protest was raised
against the well-known brutal
training procedures of the Marine

Corps. But then the sergeant was
reported to have been drunk; perhaps he
was a drunken sadist? Or perhaps the
drill instructor had abused the Corps’
training instructions and therefore the
Marines themselves were not to blame?

Now accidents during training are not
infrequent occurrences. As long as men
engage in the art of war, some will be
‘killed learning this art. If it was at all
humanly possible, the Marine Corps
would have liked to deal with the ser-
geant in an intramural family affair.
But once the news was out and the out-
ery raised, there was only one course of
action: The proud and arrogant Marine
Corps had to find a public scapegoat—
Sergeant McKeon.

_In.a certain sense the Marine Corps
like, the FBI occupies a special niche in
—or rather above—gther institutions. Tt
possesses the proudest tradition as the
shoek troops of the armed forces. It
elaims to have fought the toughest bat-
tles and conquered the most stubborn
adversaries. However, a part of the truth
closer to fact is that it has been the darl-
ing of every jingo publicist who has
puffed up forays against Tripoli pirates
and weak Central American republics

N.Y. YSL Conference
One of Its Best

By BOGDAN DENITCH

The New York Young Socialist League
held a highly suecessful two-day mem-
bership conference on the week-end of
July 14-15. Both units of the YSL in
New York participated in the conference,
which was highlighted by a very high
level of membership participation on the
many points of YSL work and progran
that were under discussion.

The major emphasis of the conference
was placed on the various current arenas
of socialist youth work; that is, partici-
pation in the struggles of the Negro peo-
ple for equality, work with liberals in
defense of eivil liberties, and efforts to
educate supporters of Stalinism on its
true nature. In addition, the conference
discussed ANVIL, YSL activity on the
eampuses, and the problems of the N. Y.
YSL organization.

The close fraternal relations between
the YSL and the Independent Socialist
League was underlined by the presence
of ISL fraternal delegates, who brought
fraternal greetings to the l:onfgrence. and
participated in some of the discussions.
A general feeling of optimism and of re-
newed possibilities for socialist activity
and organizational growth was evident
among the delegates, many of whom had
been only recently recruited to the YSL,

This conference bad in general a very
good effect on the members of the N._ Y.
Y¥SL. demonstrating as it did the high
level of internal democracy and member-
ghip participation eon which the YSL
prides itself.

tragedy at Parris Island? The ser-

into exploits of superhuman bravery.

While the Marine Corps has atiempted
to try Sergeant McEeon in the press, the
reaction to the Ribbon Creek death march
has spread to the Corps itself. As the
court-martial opened, the Marine com-
mandant General Randolph McC. Pate
knew l:lyla}‘nut only McKeon was on frial
The general is reported to have said that
“The whole couniry has interested itself
in the cause of death of these marines and
the Marine Corps is, in a moral sense, on
trial as to its responsibility.”

But while the Marine Corps may have
a talent for recognizing the obvious, it
is also adept at producing a pat answer
absolving itself of any real responsibil-
ity. The letter from General Pate to
Navy Secretary Charles Thomas (the
Marine Corps is technically part of the
navy) contained the central core of the
Marines' argument. It contains a para-
graph which is a gem—every phrase
contains a lie or a distortion:

“Since World War IL some practices
have crept into the handling of raw re-
cruits which are not enly unnecessary,
but do not comport with the dignity of
the individual or his self-respect. Such
practices were extremely rare in the
past. While they are still relatively rare,
[ attribute their increasing appearance
in recent years to the lack of judgment
on the part of a certain few drill in-
structors.” i

The issue in this ecase is not whether
a “certain few drill instructors” have
carrupted the Marine Corps’ - dignified
training program. The issue iz whether
it iz the Marine Corps which is respon-
sibla, -

PRODUCING KILLERS

The Marine Corps is in the business of
producing killers. Tis Job is to take more
or less normal youth and, within the
shortest period of time, brainwash them
of every decent seniiment and change
them inte highly proficient automatons.
Self-respect and dignity of the individual
have to be destroyed under the whiplash
of hlind unswerving obedience to the or-
ders of " thie commanding officers.

:This ig the meaning of the notoriously

-~ YSL CAMP

The Young Secialist League national of-
fice has announced I#s 1956 Camp and
Summer School, to take place from Sept.
3 (beginning with supper)} through Sept.
9, ot the Mountain Spring Camp in Wash-
ington, New Jersey,

A class will be led by Hal Draper, on
Capitalist and Stalinist Imperialism; by
Max Shachfman, and others. There will be
swimming, sports, games, socials, and sun-
shine.

Rates for the full eamp peried are as
follows: Room in Lodge $40; in cabin $38:
in dorm $35. Rates for the weekend of
Sept. 8-% alone are $14, 513, ond $12 re-
spectively. Rates for other periods pro-
rated; odvance reservations reguired.
Reservations should be sent in immediate-
ly to the YSL ot 114 West 14 Street,
N. Y. C., with §5 deposit for full reserva-
tions or %2 fer weekend reservation,
{Make checks payable to Max Martin.)

?
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rough Marine training, or else it has no
meaning. The drill instructor was only
carrying out his job as he understood it,
It is difficult to believe that the Marine
Corps itself was unaware of the prac-
tices at the boot camps., Or perhaps the
drill instruetors had terrorized the Ma-
rine commandant along with the raw re-
cruits and it is only now at long last
under the publicity of this tragedy that
the Marine commandant and the Navy
Department are able to speak out
against the breaches of “"Marine legal-
it}’."

From the beginning of the court-mar-
tial the official Navy Department posture
has been to impede the legal defense of
Serg. McKeon. But it appears that the
Marine Corps has a divided heart.

On one side they have to placate pub-
lic opirfion over the death of the-six re-
cruits, and on the other they have to
placate the professionals who make up
the backbone of the Marine Corps; the
lattéer protest that MeKeon is being made
to take the rap, and a “there but for the
grace of God go I feeling permeates
their ranks.

The main line of defense for Sergeant
McKeon, as stated by his attorney Emile
Zola Berman, is to prove that McKeon
was only carrying out standard operat-

ing procedure for a drill instructor. He

is raising questions like: Were such mass
punishments relatively rare? Wasn't
mass punishment practiced by drill in-
structors prior to and during training

for World War 11?7 Did. officers of the

Marine Corps tacitly condone such prac-
tices ? .

To any one who knows anything about
Marine Corp training practices there is
no doubt that McKeon's lawyer will be
highly successful in answering these gues-
tions to his client's advantage. But when
he conciudes that McKeon is then only
guilty of a tragic mistake in judgment, it
will be difficuit to swallow.

QUESTIONNAIRE

One of the interesting features of the
court-martial thus far is the seramble
for the mantle as defender of Marine
Corps traditions.

The initial response of the Marine
Corps after the drownings was to justify
Marine training practices. It sent out a
questionnaire to over 27,000 former Ma-
rines inquiring about their attitude to-
ward the training they received—mostly
whether or not it prepared them for
battle. From all indications, an over-
whelming majority seem to have replied
that they thought their military training
was adequate or they thought it was nec-
essary, and some thought that it should
have been tougher. Now it is difficult to
know just which aspect of their Marine
training they were commenting about—
the training in the use of weapons and
combat tactics or the brutal treatment
to which they were often subjected.

The Marine Corps then proudly an-
nounced the results of the guestionnaire
—the overwhelming approval by ex-
Marines. However, when McKeon's law-
yer demanded access to the question-
naires, since their result fitted into the
main line of his defense, Secretary
Thomas refused. He replied that “in the
abgence of a showing that the informa-
tion so gained may be material and rele-
vant to the issues, I do not see fit to
make the questionnaires available for
your inspection.” However, the legal offi-
cer or judge at the trial ruled that the
navy had to make the duestionnaires
available to the defense.

Once backed into this position by the
clever maneuvering of McKeon’s lawyer,
the Navy Department has reluctantly

vielded, and only und2r the pressure of
adverse publicity.

ON A LIMB ' !

The Marine Corps has climbed out on-
to a limb where it is virtually declaring
that it had little control over the activi-
ties of the drill instructors, that virtually
all the drill instructors are violating the
Marine Corps’ rules for treatment of
recruits, and that now the rules will be
enforced, changed, or something.

In defense of Sergeant McKeon, his
lawyer is able to assert:

“The mission of this ecommand is to
produce Marines. The methods by which
that mission has been fulfilled are the
very warp and woop by which this corps
has formed its tradition. These methods
require no apology, either by the Corps
or by Sergeant McKeon. Even if there
are others who think there should be an
apology, that apology should not come
from Sergeant McKeon.,"”

It is little wonder that Marine General
Pate said that the Marine Corps is om
trial, but he did not know that it would
be the defense and not the Marine Corps
who would do the defending. ]

Since both sides agree that the Marine
Corps’ training methods are to be de-
fended, although it is by no means cer-
tain that they are both talking about the
same thing, does it follow that Sergeant
McKeon is only guilty of a tragic mis-
take in judgment?

In a sense the important thing is not
the error in judgment, real or alleged,
in this particular disciplinary measnre.
It is the reason why they were being
diseiplined, which shows that Marine
brutality has very little to do with battle
training.

According to ome of the participants,
Pvt. Melvin Barber, in testimony at the
trial, McKeon decided on the discipline
{(which started with cleaning the bar-
racks for an entire day) for two reasons:
{1) during a smoking break some of the
recruits sat down on the grass, and (2)
at chow some of the fellows had see-
onds. It was these two “major"” infrae-
tions of Marine discipline and a day-
long bout with a bottle of vodka which
led to the tragic events in which six
lives were needlessly lost.

Sergeant McKeon is both the victim and
participant in the vicious training meth-
ods which characterize the Marine Corps.
It is a system where thousands of raw
recruits and teen-agers are placed at the
mercy of a debasing process and under
the command of an organization that has
more than its share of sadists.

While Sergeant McKeon and. the Ma-
rine Corps are on trial at Parris Island,
the responsibility is much broader, It
extends to Congress where political cow-
ardice solidifies into inaction. In a time
when everything is investigated from
airplane crashes to authors who write
books with which certain Congressmen
disagree, no one in Congress has moved
a finger to investigate what goes on at
these Marine camps.
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WA TALIA Tkof SK Y Br;adcasts to Rﬁssian People:

This is Natalia Ivanovna Sedova, widow of Leon Davidovich Trot-
sky, speaking from Mexico City. I am addressing myseif to the workers
and peasants and, in the first place, to the young people in Soviet Russia.
: The present rulers, Khrushchev, Bulganin, Mikoyan and others,
having inherited the Stalinist dictatorship, are conduecting an intensive
propaganda campaign so as to distract from themselves the powerful

wave of dissatisfaction and hatred
‘the proletarian revolution, a wave
which grew in your hearts.

They are the same men who sup-
ported Stalin in all his bloody mas-
sucres, the aim of which was teo
Frighten you with terror and thus
to-retain power in the hands of the Stal-

ist bureaucracy. The very method of
#he campaign through which these men
hope to absolve themselves of responsibil-
Sty for their heinous crimes bears witness
‘44; the fact that the ruling cligue is Stalin’s
failh.fnl SUCCESSOT.

Stalin always followed the "scape-
goat” method for failures of plans and
orders arbitrarily enforced from above.
Local bureaucrats tagged the blame on

. helpless workers and peasants and the
GPU (secret police) did the rest.

Stalin himself did not spare even his
most devoted servants, especially if they
betrayed any trace of indecision or
doubts, Stalin forced them to confess un-
eommitted crimes and heaped on them
the blame for the decay and corruption
of the regime, This method was already
devised during the period of the old
gtruggle against the Left Opposition
headed by Leon Trotsky, and this meth-
od subsequently became the chief charac-
teristic of the Stalinist system.
~ 'What then is the present campaign if
not a continuation of the same method,
but with one serious difference—today’s
scapegoats are really guilty of crimes of
which they are accused.

Beria ~was first. Then three years
passed—three long years—before the
present bosses dared to expose the erimi-
nal in the corpse of their leader. Now
they declare to the entire world that in
the process of building up the "eult of
personality” Stalin lost his mental bal-
anee. His ailment, it appears, consisted
in lacking complete confidence in the
‘Molotovs, Khrushchevs, Kaganoviches
and their like who were nonetheless
completely devoted to him.

THEY CAN'T LAST

Just try and think: Who are these di-
yoct heirs of the unbalanced Stalin who
declared themselves collective leaders of
Soviet Russia? They admit, they admit to
the entire world, that for many decades
not one among them, among the collective
teaders, dared—for fear for his own life—
to come out with a propoesal for, steps
wiiith would have saved the lives of mil-
lions of workers and peasants who were
banished to concentration camps.

These are the nonentities who dawe to
demand from Russian workers and peas-
ants unimaginable sacrifices in the strug-
gle for a greal cause,

How long will they hold on under the
pressure of great events? All their lives
they showed no interest in improving the
lot of the toilers; they were interested
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for the thieves of the victories of

conly in holding on to power and to all
the privileges that go with power.

Besides, the training they received
from Stalin makes the realization of a
collective leadership unlikely even in the
imperfeet form they have in mind. How
.can they trust each other knowing full
well that while Stalin was alive each one
among them -would have been happy to
sacerifice all and everything just to hold
on to his own power and position?
Events unfold slowly but it is unlikely
that this leadership will last long.

I realize with bitterness that many of
my listeners were brought up completely
in a Stalinist spirit. Young people were
taught history which was thoroughly
permeated with lies, Even those grains
of truth which the rulers were forced to
admit now make impossible the use of
old history textbooks.

Yet the new textbooks which are now
being prepared, will they be more truth-
ful than the old ones? The rulers of Russia
are in a dilemma: which lies to admil and
which lies to retain intact?

WHAT THEY WON'T TELL

How can Khrushchev admit that the
campaign of annihilation of the Stalinist
leadership in the Ukraine, including
Kossior, Antonov-Ovseyenko and others
—a campaign which Khrushchev himself
conducted while Stalin was alive—was
based on lies?

How can Voroshilov, this venerable
chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR, dare to admit openly that while
signing the death sentences of the Red
Army commanders Tukbachevsky, Yego-
rov, Gamarnik and others, he knew full
well that all this was nothing but lies
and frameup ?

And the statesman Molotov—will he
tell of the beautiful friendship with Hit-
ler and Ribbentrop which culminated in
Stalin’s signing of the Hitler pact and
which gave a green light to a world war?

The murder of -Kirov in 1934 gave im-
petus to an wnequaled campaign of exe-
cutions and slander directed against en-
tire strata of the Russian population.
Will the leaders of the present regime
tell us who is guilty of this erime? Will
they admit that behind this bloody af-
fair and all its consequences stood the
sinister figure of the “father of the peo-
ples” who organized Kirov's murder?

Should they admit this fact, then the en-
tire campaign of slander which was di-
rected ai that time against Trotsky, Zino-
viev, Kamenev and hundreds of others
will fall to pieces and the entire affair will
reappear as it was in reality, as a night-
mare and a frameup.

BASED ON LIES

The government leaders are in a di-
lemma. Where should they stop? They
have already begun to put the brakes on
further unmasking of lies.

The veason for this is clear: their own
power is based on this truly monstrous
tissues of lies—of lies of the bureauc-
racy against Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kameney
and hundreds of other members of the
Opposition. They dare not continue re-
peating the lies nor denounce them.

Here they try to divide the Stalinist
period into two periods: the first period
during which they enthusiastically ele-
vated Stalin to the dietator's throne, and
the second period when Stalin elevated

himself to the status of a deity and

thrust on his followers the *“cult of per-

New Regime of Lies—

~ But Stalin’s

sonality.” The world press is full of quo-

* tations from the old speeches of Khriish-
chev, Mikoyan and others, It is impos-
sible to repeat these speeches without
.revulsion. Besides, | am sure that you
in Soviet Russia are familiar with these
quotations even better than the world
‘press.

No, the crimes began not from the mo-
ment the leader became mentally unbal-
anced. The so-called “cult of personality”
“was a natural consequence of the entire
“period after the death of Lenin and the
banishment of Trotsky,

LENIN WARNED

Everything you were taught about
Trotsky since that time is vile slander.
Those who participated in the revolution
-and went through its first hercic stages
could not believe those lies, But serious
<hanges in the balance of social power
will be required before you, young peo-
ple, will be able to uncover historical
truth.

In his testament Lenin warned the

party as follows: “I propose to the com-
rades tp find a way to réemove Stalin
from that position and appoint to it an-
other man . . . more patient, more loyal,
more polite and more attentive to com-
rades, less capricious, etc.”"” These lines
were written on the 2b6th of December
1922, Further, on the 4th of January
1923 Lenin condemned Stalin’s position
on the Georgian problem and entrusted
Trotsky with launching a fight against
it. And in a third document Lenin de-
clared that he breaks off all personal and
comradely relations with Stalin. While
Lenin was still alive Stalin concentrated
in his hands tremendous power by plac-
ing his men in important posts. Lenin's
testament was not carried out and its
publication was forbidden.
" Lenin and Trotsky nol only recognized
collective leadership within the parity but
alse acted in complete accordance with
this principle. Td them collective leader-
ship meant not only discussion in upper
party echelons where decisions were made
by a majority of votes after a broad ex-
change of views. They could not envisage
collective leadership without an active,
democratic party organization, from top
to bottom.

TROTSKY FOUGHT

And not just in peacetime, either, Ani-
mated discussions sharply expressing
different views existed even in the most
critical periods. It was the suppression
of party democracy, and the subjugation
of the weakened party to the Stalinist
sham of & monolothie purty organization
which tolerated no disagreements, which
resulted in the destruction of the party
as a Bolshevik party and in the estab-
lishment of a dictatorship on the summit,
that is, in the “cult of personality."

Leon Davidovich [Trotsky] understood
that by continuing the exposure of the
counterrevolutionary regime he was un-
doubtedly risking his own life. Yet this
consideration did not prevent him from
mereciless eriticism [of the regime]. Day
after day, until the last hour of his life,
he continued to appeal to revolutionary
workers of the world to rise against
these oppressors.

The plan for the industrialization of
the country was worked out by Trotsky,
However, at that time Stalin and his
clique put their stakes on the peasants
and fought this plan. Only after Trotsky
was exiled to Alma-Ata and after the op-
position was suppressed was Stalin
foreed to begin the industrialization of
the country. He did it in his own man-
ner, with unheard-of cruelty and at the
cost of tremendous sacrifices on the part
of the population.

Trotsky sharply condemmed this meth-
od; as well as the forced collectivization
of the peasants which was accompanied

TEXT OF THE SPEECH
BY NATALIA TROTSKY
RECORDED IN MEXICO CITY
AND RECENTLY BROADCAST
TO RUSSIA VIA RADIO
LIBERATION

by savage repressions, mass deporiations
and arrests, and which resulted in the
gerieral fanmifne In fhe Ukraine during
which millions of peasanis died. Trotsky
also fought against the system of slave
labor in the concentration camps.

His unmasking and condemnation of
all these evil-doings of Stalin, and final-
ly his eloquent response to the sham
Moscow Trials, enraged the Stalinist
clique, which decided to get rid of Trot-

sky. This was done by the dictator's

henchmen on the 20th of August 1940,
It is unlikely that the news of the
famous commission which investigated
the Moscow Trials, the chairman of
which was the noted American philoso-
pher John Dewey, has reached you. This

commission, which heard the testimony

of Trotsky and others, which carefully
examined all the aceusations, arrived at
the conclusion that Trotsky and his son,
Leon Lwvovich Sedov, who were accused
during these trials, were innocent. The
press throughout the world closely fol-
lowed. the work and the verdict of the
commission.

From my distant exile where 1 have

already spent so many years I find it

difficult to estimate the number of people
in Russia who would believe the aceusa-
tions against Trotsky and others, Abroad
no one believes any longer in the vile
slander that Trotsky allegedly was link-
ed with fascists, foreign powers, espion-s
age and the like.

THEY WILL FALL

Russia's present rulers look into the
future with some confidence. They know
that during the reign of the Leader all
the hercic figures of the proletarian
revolution were done away with. They
believe that mowhere in the world are
there any forces that. might threaten
them. Among themselves they have
signed a temporary truce under the guise
of collective leadership, since the only
danger they see is discord among them-
selves.

But they are wrong, Even a weak blow
to the myth which they themselves cre-
ated, even a partiasl nnmasking of the
falsehood of the regime on which their
rule is based, cannot but sow doubts and
discord among the new, growing genera-
tion. Idealistn was always the characteris-
tic and the strength of youth. I am con-
vinced that the doubts will crush the hard
convictions and that youth will not aban-
don its search for truth until it will find
all the truth. Woe then unto the false
leaders!

Latelv the press throughout the world
has been busy with the so-called anti-
Stalinist speech of Khrushehev, which he
made at a closed meeting before the end
of the 20th Congress. Foreign delegates
were not permitted to attend and the
speech itself was not published in Soviet
Russia and hence you are not familiar
with it.

In his speech, which lasted for a few
hours, Khrushchev continued the down-
grading of Stalin. It was a terrible and
at the same time a pitiful speech. The
enumeration of erimes could not fail o
shaken the listeners, and later also
readers. 1

How could this happen? How could
one reach such a monstrous downfall?
“Cult of personality” they say. ... Yet
an individual is linked to the environ-
ment which supports him. And the en-
vironment, devoid of lofty ideclogical
motivations, was unable to say no to the
master in the Kremlin, to criticize the
totalitarian regime of decay and false-
hood in front of the Leader.

Stalinist bureaucrats are now forced
to rid themselves at least of part of the
load by passive admissions, and out of
fear of the masses, by the slogan “back
to Lenin.” Stalin also claimed verbally
Lenin's mantle, but in his actions he con-
tradicted Lenin.

In the end mo admissions and promises
can save the decayed Stalinist oligarchy.
The task of overthrowing Stalinism is the
task of the Russian workers and peasanis.

I send you my greetings and fiery con-
fidence in your victory.

—”




BOOKS AND IDEAS @

C. Wright Mills Dissects
The Rulers of America

By LAURA GRANT

With a wealth of documented detail, Professor Mills has put the
“Power Elite” under a glaring light. They are the “men behind the
scenes” who now control the scene; they are the men who under the
Democratic administration held the “silent power” to which has now
been added, under the Republican administration, the “loud voice.”

They are the representatives of the corporate rich, embracing also

the propertied wealth of an older
rich who are now seated in the

corporate world.

They are the spokesmen and
chief executives of the giant cor-
porations. They are the military
bigwigs who, having risen through a
closed and disciplined order where one
either obeys or commands, now help to
command the political scene and te ad-
minister the corporate world itself.

Mills dissects an inferlocking director-
ate of corporate owners, corporote execu-
fives, generals and admirals whe, in an
uneasy alliance with a remnant of profes-
sional politicians, recognize their clear
and present need to orgamize for mutual
benefits within the political and economic
cpparatus of the U, S. and ta control it
This, he says. is a process that was init-
cted during the First World Wor, speeded
up by the Second World War, and con-
solidated during the Cold War.

According to Mills, the two houses of
Congress have been virtually stripped of
all decisive bodies that nmow wmake the
key decisions, it would come into confliet
with the whole security structure now
used by the government, which deprives
even the country's elected representa-
tives of the information necessary o
arrive at decisions.

POLITICAL DIRECTORATE

Decision now rests with the president,
who can autocratieally make war deci-
sions and executive agreements which
have the force of treaties but do not
have to be ratified by the Senate; with
the secretary of State, who is a New
York representative of a leading law
firm whieh does business for Morgan
and Rockefeller interests; with the sec-
retary of the Treasury, a Midwest corp-
oration executive who was a director
for a complex of over 20 corporations;
with the secretary of Defense, former
president of one of the three or four
largest producers of military equipment
in the country; with the rest of a cabi-
net composed primarily of the repre-
sentatives of the corporate rich; and
with the top men of major departments,
bureaus, agencies, and commossions who
are not inhibited by the civil-service
tradition. Mills stresses that the atom
bomb was dropped without the consent
or even knowledge of Congress.

The restraints of civil service have
heen greatly weakened or abolished by
declassifying an estimated 34,000 jobs,
and by a security procedure which has
used the test of “reasonable doubt” to
force out thousands who were not direct-
ly committed to the administration in
DOWET.

Mills further emphasizes that the vital
relationship of this "'political directorate”
with the corporate and military world is
not dependent on any particular party
program but rather stems from the insti-
jutional olignments characteristic of the
present orger and its nceds. Long before
the Republican Party came into power,
ke notes, even those agencies established
te control the excesses of the corpora-
tions had become their outposts.

Even under the Roosevelt administra-
tion the dollar-a-year men loaned to
government by Dbusiness were not the
latter’s production men but its financial
experts, who acted as representatives
{or its needs in the government and who
even padded the War Produgtion Board
with their lesser financial representa-
tives.

: 3
THE POWER ELITE, by C. Wright Mills.
Oxford Univ. Press. N. Y., 1956, 423 pages,
“ ,

He points out that the largest propor-
tion or professional politicians are de-
pendent on holders of great wealth in
order to maintain themselves in the
House or Senate long enough to gain a
position on the committees where power
rests with tenure.

BREAKING MYTHS

The psychology and social character
of the members of this “power elite” are
analyzed in considerable detail, Mills
explores what it means to train men to
be “the ones to decide”; he examines the
economic and social position of those who
rise to the lop. His conclusions are a
far ¢ry from the various protective col-
orations which they assume: *“small-
town boy who made good”. .. “indus-
trial statesman”.,.“the great inventor
who provides jobs but yet is just an aver-
age guy”. ... He shows in minute detail
that for the most part those on top
started there,

In ideology these men are not "con-
servatives.” They provide no fertile
ground for the remaissance of “conserva-
tive'' thought which has been so agree-
able to many ex-radicals and ex-liberals.
For the most part they have no explicit
ideology, and they find the liberal rhetor-
ic far more useful than the conmservative
for  the purpose of their manipulative
techniques of contrel.

Mills completely destroys the “balance-
of power" theory so dear to-the heart of
impressionists who see power canceling
itself out in the interest of all, through
the pressure of divergent interest groups.
He points out that the balance of power
theory implies equality of power, that
not all interests are equally organized
at all, that not all interests are in an
equal position to express or realize what
their interests really are. He approves
E. H. Carr's comment that “The doc-
trine of the harmony of interests...
serves as an -ingenious moral device in-
voked in perfect sincerity by privileged
groups in order te justify and maintain
their dominant position.”

In effect, Mills has written a notable
documentation in contemporary terms
Marx's conception of capitalism as the
social rule of the hourgeoisie.

L]

THEORY, OF ELITE

Mills makes explicit both his approach
and his method. He derives his concep-
tion of class from Schumpeter, who saw
a class primarily as a status group; but
Mills connects status with power. His
conception of an elite stems from Pareto,
who saw it as consisting of those mem-
bers of a society who are in possesion of
most of a given “value.” Mills limits the
elite to those who possess the most of
that “value” which is most vajued in the
society—in ours, this being hard cash.

What or who, then, determines the rise
of a "power elite?" Mills answers: the
powerful institutions. The power elite
consists of those who have made their
way to the pinnacles in our hierarchic in-
-uo3d "pas’ap 'wipys Aq Jamod jo suoingiys
nections, or birth. These institutions are
the large corporations and the military,
interlocked with some sections of the
professional political leadership.

His idea of a power elite rests upon
“the decisive institutional trends that
characterize the structure of our epoch,
in particular the military ascendancy in
a privately incorporated economy.... the
several coincidences of ohjective inter-
ests between economic and military and
political institutions...the social simi-
larities and the psychological affinities
of the men who occupy the command
posts of these struetures... increased
interchangeability of the top positions in
each and the inereased traffic between
the separate orders in the eareers of
men of power...the ramifications fo
the point of virtual totality of the kind
of decisions that are made at the top
and the rize to power of a set of men
who are professional organizers of con-
siderable forece and who are unrestrained
by democratic party training.”

BEHIND THE ELITE

But this, cogently phrased though it
is, is not a method. It is a dezcription
of what Mills goes on to prove is the
real state of things in society.

He elaborates further: A power elite
can be determined from several compat-
ible angles: what they have—statistics
of selected values; what they belong to—
membership in a clique-like set of
people; who they really are—the moral-
ity of certain institutional types; what
they head up—the soeciology of the insti-
futional position and the social struc-
ture that these institutions form. He
chooses to define the elite in terms of
the last—what they head up.

This is serviceable for him: it allows
him to locate the power elite in terms of
the powerful institutions in society.

But when Mills discusses the institu-
tions themselves, lie appears to abandon
his own method, For if the power elite
must be viewed in terms of what institu-
tions they head up, then why not view
the institutions themselves in terms if
what they head up—the particular so-
cial, political and economic organism
that is capitalist society?

But for no stated reason he chooses
to analyzes the institutions themselves in
terms of “what they have,” “what they
belong to,” “who they really are.”” Not,
however, in terms of “what they head
up”—namely, the sociology of capitalism
itself,

FURTHER QUESTIONS

It 15 this abandonment of his method,
or refusal to earry it further, that leads
to serious weakness in Mills' book when,
having discussed the Corporate Rich, the
Very Rich, the Warlords, the Military
Aseendancy, and the Political Director-
ate, he opens a chapter entitled “The
Power Elite.” One expects a synthesis
of the preceding material and an exami-
nation of who or what rules. Instead of
attempting an appraisal of the elite in
terms of the over-all society, the politics
and economics of capitalism, the chapter
presents a preécis of the salient points
that have alveady been set forth.

Yet, if no mon of power exists unrelated
to the institutions of power (as Mills ex-
plains), then surely no instifution of power
exists unrelated to the particular seciety
itself. If status rests on power and the
source of power is institutional, then what
is it in o society thaot determines the pow-
er of a particular institution? If an elite
is determined by the maximum possession
of a “value” which is valued by society,
then what is it in @ particular society
which determines what is valued?

But Mills fails to follow where these
questions point. The sweep of the book
is lost at this stage. - .

Perhaps it is Mills’ failute to relate
social institutions with the society they
“head up” that leads him, despite excel-.
lent moral indignation, to weakness in
the realm of social alternatives. It leads
him to a dim view of a politically un-

conscious and inarticulate mass whp
“loge their will for rationally considered
decision and action because they do not
possess the instruments for suoch deci-
sion and action, lose their sense of polit-
ical belonging because they do not bes
long, lose their political will because
they see no way to realize it.” This massg
is seen as dependent on the mass means
of cominunication, which are controlled
by the “power elite” and which are ess
sentially manipulative in character,

WHOSE IMMORALITY?

The concluding chapter, entitled thg
“The Higher Immorality,” is a searing
moral indictment of this “power elite.”
Mills concludes :

“The men of the higher circles are
not representative men; their high posiy
tion is not & result of moral virtue;
their fabulous sueccess is not firmly con-
nected with meritorious ability. Those
who sit in the seats of the high and
mighty are selected and formed by the
means of power, the sources of wealth,
the mechanics of celebrity, which pre=
vail in their society, They are not meg
selected and formed by a eivil service
that is linked with the world of knowl-
edge and sensibility. They are not men
shaped by nationally responsible partief;;
It-hat debate openly and clearly the issues
this nation now unintelligently cone
fronts. They are not men held in re-
sponsible check by a plurality of voluns
tary associations which connect debating
pubiies with the pinnacles of decision,
Commanders of power unequaled in hu-
man history, they have succeeded within
the Amevican system of organized ir-
responsibility.”

This closing statement is filled with
persuasive passion. But a reservation
obtrudes. ]

Mills has shown throughout that the
“power elite” themselves are nothing if
not responsible. While not responsible to
a publie, they are fully responsible io
the institutions they head and represent;
the fabric of even their personal lives i
interwoven with the corporate world
alnd the military machinery.

Why then are they “irresponsible”? I
must be the institutions themselves which
represent "the higher immorality.” If se.
then why? The questions can be pressed
further, but in any case we are left in
Mills" unexplored territory: the connection
between the insfitutions of power and
capitalist society itself.

One has a right Lo suspect that if
Mills were to analyze the institutions in,
terms of the social order which subsumes-
them, he would be forced either to re-
late them to the particular class strue-
ture of capitalism, or else develop a con-,
tribution of his own to the theoretical
problems of capitalism. In either case;
ke would have to go heyond the point, or
Lehind the point, to which he is taken
by his concept of institutions.

Within this limitation, The Power
Elite is an immensely valuable deserips
tive study of the rulers of Americafi so-
ciety today.

District 50’s Story

THE MINE WORKERS' DISTRICT 50, by
James Nelson.—Exposition Press, 1955.
158 pages, $3.50 (special union ed. $2.75).

When the 0il, Chemical and Atomie
Workers Union was formed, one of the
two CI0Q unions that joined to create it
was. the Gas, Coke and Chemical Work-
ers Union. This book records its origins.

Digtrict 50 of the United Mine Work-
ers was set up in 1936 to provide a na-
tional setup for scattered Gas and Coke
Workers locals which had been denied a
national industrial-union charter by the
AFL. Later; they became an autonomous
international union, . ;

The author was first president of
District 50. He began as a maintenance
mechanic and ended up as an employee
of the Department of Labor. His philos-
ophy, presented in chatty fashion, is best
summarized in his own words: “It has
always been my experience that mutual
trust can settle any labor problem. It is’
necessary however, to earn this trust by
a record of cooperative activities and
practices.” His account has some value
as a detailed story of the frustrations of
a group of workers who sought to create
and defend a umion against the craft
nibbling of the AFL.

B. H.
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SQecretary Seaton is guoted as making
exactly three points, or, if you wish,
revelations. To report them fully, they

are as follows: i

(1) He “said that his department’s main
concern in the simulated attack was the
Tlikely damage to electric power installa-
tions and to the normal movement of coal,
natoral gas, petroleum and minerals.”

It would seem that a merely human
casualty will do best to disguise himself
as some form of carboniferous material
in order to gain this department’s sym-
pathetic attention, )

(2) “Mr. Seaton reported discovery in
the exercise that such power installations
as Hoover Dam were ‘vulnerable both to
bombing and to peacetime sabotage.”

He had to find this out sooner or later,

and so it is reassuring that the dis-
covery has been made this early in the
century.

" (3) “We had a bad moment on Satur-
day ., " he told the press conference.

One’s heart naturally goes out to this
man as he bravely bears up under his
terrible responsibilities of life and
death, but before a tear wells forth and
splashes down, let us go on with the in-
terrupted guotation.

“We had a bad moment on Saturday,
when we discovered that one of the
‘hombs' had demolished Fort Knox and
distributed the nation’s gold supply all
over the adjacent landscape. The panic
didn't last for long, however, because
our experts assured the government that
gold is one of the few metals which is
readily rTecoverable wherever it may
fall. If a bomh does land on Fort Knox
we'll go to work in the richest gold field
in the world and have the bullion back
in government hands in a cqmparatively
short time.”

So what are you worrying about?
Pecunia non olet, the Romans used fo
say, which roughly translated means:
Gold may be radioactive as the inside
of a reactor but it is never never “con-
taminated.”

SIMULATED ACTIVITY

While our minds were being eased of
their major anxieties by Secretary
Seaton, Chairman Strauss of the AEC
was, as mentioned, making headlines
with his new found if still mysterious
mastery of the fallout problem, at which
Chairman Anderson of the congressional
watchdog committee raised an eyebrow
in the public prints.

- The D administration also had a
different story:

“Federal officials [said a Times dispatch
from Operation Alert headquarfers] have
found only partial soluiions to the prob-
lem of protecting the nation against “fall-
out.”...Spokesmen for the Federal Civil
Defense Administration, as well as offi-
¢tials of other government agencies partici-
pating in the third annual exercise, said
they hoped to be able to report solutions
when the 1957 test is held in June 1357.”

{That is also the year when Secretary
Seaton is due to report the discovery
that carboniferous people are as “vul-
nerable to bombing' as Hoover Dam, or
even Hoover himself.)

The Department of Labor showed that
it was on the ball by announcing a simu-
lated order “creating a new Office of
Wage Administration to apply wage and

galary controls which would be meeded -

in an emergency.” X

There was no announcement about
emergency price controls. (Perhaps that
depends on how much of the Fort Knox
bullion had been picked up.) However,
George Meany, AFL-CIO president,
joined in the good clean fun by issuing
£ simulated no-strike pledge.

®
LAPP WARNS

It is hard to avoid the c'unclusiuns t:hat
most people regard all this as a gbing-

through-the-motions. There is neo evi-.

dence whatsoever that the government
authorities (in any country) know of
any way to limit the effects of all-out
atomic war short of the destruction of
the fabric of society itself, not to speak
of the destruction of the human units
who constitute the society.

Short even of war, however, the
forces of destruction are already loose
gs the U. S., Russia and Britain con-
tinue to poison the atmosphere of the

planet with H-bomb explosions designed
as dress rehearsals for the ultimate.

One of the most solemn warnings came
last month when nuclear physicist Ralph
Lapp issued another of his Cassandra-
like admonitions. Like the Trojan prin-
cess, Lapp has been proved consistently
right and has been as consistently ig-
nored by the official soothing-syrup pur-
veyors—until they could no longer be-
cloud facts that had become too well-
known. Lapp was already telling the
public much of the truth about the
dangers of atomic radiation at a time
when the AEC was next-door to claiming
that it was good for what ails you.

THE DIE WILL BE CAST

On June 21, addressing a New Jersey
medical society meeting, Lapp said that
if the nations go on with their present
increase in atomic-weapons tests, the
population of the world will be in deadly
danger, '

He adopted’ “the very conservative as-
sumption” that the big powers will stead-
ily accelerate their weapons tesis until
they are doubled by 1970. On this basis,
he said, there will be enough radiostron-
fium in the atmosphere “to produce a
100 per cent MPA in every person on the
planet"—i.e,, give every person the Maxi-
mum Permissible Amount.

“Due to the holdup of the invisible
particles in the upper air,”" he said,
“this radiostronfium would not show up
in full amount in the human body until
the late 1970s. However, by 1962 the
die would have been c¢ast irrevocably.”

Radiostrontium, the radioactive form
of the element strontium, is especially
deadly because it tends to accumulate in
the bones, causing bone cancer, and be-
cause it is relatively long-lasting.

“Lapp accused the AEC of refusing to
give the full facts fo the public and said
the government onit had let a full year
go by before releasing details of the fall-
ont from the initial Bikini atomic tests....

“Lapp told the medical society that
staying under cover for several days
during a period of fallout may not be
enough. In many cases, he said, a year
may pass hefore it will be safe to come
outside, particularly in the open coun-

[Continued from poge 1)

recent Supreme Court decision in the
Cole case. This bill, incidentally, is spon-
sored by a Democrat, Rep. Walter.

Cain said the bill takes “an entirely
new and Fascist” view of the security
problem. To grant to government agency
heads “absolute” power to dismiss em-
ployees without a hearing, he added,
“would destroy us as it has every other
country” that adopted such a system.

"Fascist" Is strong language, of course.
But while no doubt Cain was not using it in
a scientific sense, a senator did his best to
prove that Cain iz right. .

Sen. Curtis (R., Neb.) was Cain’s op-
ponent on the TV program where these
remarks were made. Describing the Su-
preme Court decision as a “mistake,” he
argued -that s new law was needed be-
cause “a non-sensitive job may become
sensitive in an emergency” and because
many known Communists got their start
in government service in non-sensitive
posts.

This is indeed the logic of totalitarian-
ism. It ebviously demands to be carried
further. For example, inmumerable pri-
vate jobs can pecome sensitive in emer-
gencies;, and hordes of “subversives"” can
get their start in private posts. So soon
as vague-and-potential dangers are used
as determinants instead of clear-and-
present dangers, there is no convenient
stopping-point.

But there is, fortunately, a long way
possible between “faseist views" and fas-
clsm.

- - .

Kin in Sin

When Ceylon's new Prime Minister
Bandaranaike took office, he told Ameri-
can newsmen, “How could I be hostile to
8 country that produced Mark Twain?"

try.”™ (AP dispatch, June 21.)

{(For more information along these
lines, particularly the warnings of No-
bel Prize winner Herman J. 'Muller on
the genetic effects of the radiation
danger, see the accompanying article in
this issue by Gene Lister.)

LAKE OF DEATH

Radiostrontium was again in the news
at the beginning of this month when a
joint study initiated by the AEC and
TVA showed that the dangers of radio-
active wastes from atomic plants ‘were
greater than envisaged—and gave no
indication that the problem had been
solved. -

The Oak Ridge (Tenn.) atom -plant
has been discharging its radioactive

wastes into White Oak Lake, which had

heen enlarged in 1943 precisely-in order
to delay the flow of the “hot” liquid
waste into the Tennessee Valley until
some of the materials had time to be-
come inert. During the last three years
the effects on the fish life in the lake
have been investigated.

“If it ecould be shown,” explains &
Times story (July 1), “that no harm
were done by the present waste from
Oak Ridge, a considerable amount of
money could be saved by discharged
‘hotter' water into the river and lake
system.”

Instead, the survey showed that two
species of fish had been completely wiped
out, and that two others had absorbed
and concentrated in their bones large
quantities of radiostrontium. “The skele-
tons of these fish contained radiostron-
tium in quantities 20,000 to 30,000 times
as great as that of the lake water itseif.”

The news report says nothing about
what conclusions are to be drawn from
this; whether any major effort will be
made to find a safer mode of disposal;
whether the contamination of this lake of
death has yet affected, or will affect, the
farther waters of the Tennessee Valley.

A United Press dispateh the next day,
from Hiroshima, showed—not for the
first time—that short-range surveys are
entirely inadequate, besides:

“Hiroshima reported today its eighth
fatality of the year attributed to the

Vera Micheles Dean  recently sum-
marized, in the Fereign Policy Bulletin,
those aspects of Mark Twain that are
better known to freedom-loving people
abroad than they are to most Americans.

Best known, perhaps, is the humorist’s
hatred and scorn of race prejudice, as
expressed in Huckleberry Finn, for ex-
aniple. But he was also “in the vanguard
of the group of intellectuals at the turn
of the century who feared that the U. S,
by embarking on a policy of expansion—
notably in the Philippines—would lose
its soul, its dedication to democracy and
to morality in world affairs.”

He was appalled by Britain's Boer
War and by the imperialism of the West
in the Chinese Boxer Rebellion. “Why
shouldn't all the powers withdraw from
China,” he said in a publiec address, “and
leave her free to attend to her own
business? It is the foreigners who are
making all the trouble in China, . ., ."

Intraducing Winsten Churchill at a
banquet in 1900 he said: "England ond
America: yes, we are kin; and now that
we are also kin in sin, there is nothing
more .fo be .desired."

He denounced American- policy (and
Theodore Roosevelt) on -the 1906 mas-
sacre of Philippine Moros.

It is & pity that we cannot see him in
action before the House Umn-American
Committee.

YOU'RE INVITED

to epeak your mind in the letter column
of Labor Action. Our wm is to publisk
letters of general political interest, ro-
gardless of views. Keep them to B0
words.

- r

atomic-bomb blast of August 6, 1945.

“Mrs. Rai Morihiro, 56, died last night,
She lived about 4500 feet from the centen
of the explosion and escaped without ap-
parent bodily injuries at the time,

She became ill and entered a hospital
last April. She was suffering from a
blopdstream ailment attributed to the
effects of the radiations of the bomb.”

CINDERS

But the poisoning of the international
atmosphere continues, Parts of the earth
have already been rendered uninhabit-
able: “The problem of soil contamination
by radicactive elements...is dramatical-
ly emphasized by reports that atolls in
the Marshall Islands may have been

rendered permanently uninhabitable by

the fallout from nuclear weapons tested
near Bikini and Eniwetok.” (N. Y.
Tintes, June 24,)

{That same week, incidentally, “A
UN visiting mission reported to the
Trusteeship Council yesterday that 10-
yvear-old claims of [Marshall] islanders
displaced because of [bomb] tests had
not vet been settled by the 1. 8., the
administering power."—N. Y. Post, June
20.)

Other parts of the planet’s surface are
no doubi being turned into radivactive
cinders, wherever it is that Russia is set-
ting off its Big Bangs in the competitive
race of nuclear imperialisms.

The British have announced their own
bomb tests in the Pacific for early next
year, and Western Samoans have pro-
tested to the UN,

Japan's people are caught between the
American and Russian testing grounds.
With notable callousness and typically
chauvinist ethnocentrism, American press
comments _speak smugly of the “sensi-
tiveness” of the Japanese on this score,
as if it were something they really
should get over. This cropped up especial-
ly last month when it became an anti-
American issue in the Japanese election:

“Many Japanese, still sensitive over
the atomie bombing of Hireshima and
Nagasaki, were aroused by the fact that
the [Congress] subcommittee mentioned
with seeming casualness, in its report,
that Okinawa could be a convenient
place for storing nuclear weapons for
use in a Far Eastern war." (Times,
June 24.)

THIS IS FOR REAL

Qkinawa, or at least its whole popula-
tion, ean be wiped off the map five hours
after a war starts, in exchange for the
honor of serving as H-bomb depot for
foreign occupiers. How many Americans
would hold still as shooting ducks in a
comparable situation?

We are reminded that some time ago,
when Britain announced germ-warfare
naval maneuvers in the open Atlantic,
Senator Smathers of Florida indignantly
called upon Washington to protest and
put an end to this imminent peril to his
state. He was mollified by finding out
that only simulated “germs” were going
to be used for the British maneuvers,
like the simulated “bombg” that massac-
red five million people in New York City.

But the H-bombs that have been drop-
ping in the Pacific in the now-coneluded
1956 series of test shots have not heen
simulated. Being nice people, the Ameri-
can authorities have tried to time their
blasts so that air currents and weather
conditions will not carry too mueh fall-
out over other people's inhabited areas;
but they cannot.predict these conditions
with much confidence; they cannot even
always guarantee to drop an H-bomb
closer than five miles from its appoifited
target, it now transpires. And the un-
predictable fallout is not simulated but
real and deadly.

The AEC has refunsed even fo tell the
world how many bombs it has exploded
in this recent series (it admits two at least,
and Japanese scientists report evidence of
ten) just as if this contamination of the
planet were simply a national affair and
of no concern to “ontsiders.”

Socialists join their voice to the de-
mand that the powers immediately put a
stop to all further explosions of nuclear
weapons, That means all the powers con-
cerned—Russia and Britain as well as
the’ U. 8. Americans can act to realize
this in the case of their own country, at
least; it is an international sanitary
duty.

- Poisoning the At-mosphere - —
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