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THE ELECTION

Where Can

By GORDON HASKELL

' End of the Adlai Line:

Labor Go?

In the 1956 presidential election a majority of the American peo-
ple voted for Eisenhower—and peace in world affairs; for the Demo-
crats—and against big business in domestic affairs.

Those pundits of labor-liberal opinion who have come out since
the election to bewail the lack of diserimination, or even the “stupidity,”
of the American people are barking up the wrong tree. What they should

be worrying about is not the *in-
telligence” of the electorate, nor
even their -“complacency” and
“conservatism.” They should con-
cern themselves, rather, with the
- senseless= liberallabor-Stevenson
political strategy ' which presented the
alternatives in this election in such =a
way that no other choice was reasonably
possible.

The labor movement went all-out for
Stevenson. Yet if there is one thing the
+ outecome of the struggle demonstrates
beyond reasonable dispute it is this: The
majority of the American people and an
overwhelming majority of the workers
remain Demoerats. That is, they regard
the Democratic Party as more the party
of the “little people,” the party which
resists the most outrageous eneroach-
ments of big business in the political and

economic life of the nation. But Steven-
son's “above-class” and almost “above-
issues” campaign, utterly fdiled to trans-
late this sentiment into political issues,
utterly failed to eapitalize it into votes
for his candidaey, — T T T
‘It was the lock of political issues in
the compaoign thot made it possible for
Eisenhower's personal popularity te play
a role which it could not have had in a
struggle of real political alternatives.

IMPACT OF THE WAR

In these circumstances, the outbreak
of the war in Egypt probably turned
what might have been a relatively close
though assured victory for the president
into a landslide. In attempting to drama-
tize the failure of American foreign pol-
icy in this area, Stevenson, while retain-
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MIDDLE EAST MANEUVER: ]

Will UN Do the Dirty Work

For the Western Invaders?

The issue that is up in the air now, as the powers jockey over the
cease-fire in the British-French-Israeli assault on Egypt, is simply this:

Will the United States via the UN, after both have formally con<
demned the assault, now proceed to extricate the guilty aggressors from
the mess they are getting into, and pull their chestnuts out of the fire
for them; or on the other hand will the U.S. and UN implement their
vote and thus turn the attack on Egypt into the biggest fiasco and dis-

aster for the Western bloe that has
been seen yet? .
Hence the maneuvering and
backing-and-filling over the role of
the UN "police force" which is sup-
posed to supervise the stalemate

-in-Egypt; This question “will mot: be"re-

solved very gquickly, no matter what de-
cislons are. made on either side by the
time this sees print.

The dilemma is that of U. 8. policy in
the first place, Events once more have
posed before Washington its typical post-
war problem: can it follow a consistently
democratic foreign policy or will it al-
ways sacrifice every consideration of jus-
tice, self-determination and morality to
hold together its imperialist war bloc?

Washington's first reaction to the at-
tack on Egypt was an aggrieved out-
burst against an action which was (1) a
piece of short-sighted stupidity from the

viewpoint of the interests of the Atlantic
war eamp as a whole in its struggle for
the world against the Russian empire;
and (2) a defiance, by junior partners
within this camp, of the overlord of the
alliance, ' the. American arbiter—a  de-.

fiance - whose “bitternéss was  motivated =~

by the narrower imperialist interests of
the aggressors alone, rather than the
broad and over-all imperialist interests
of the bloe.

U.S. BACKWATERING -

Thus the Alsops’ Washington ecolumn
(N. Y. Herald Tribune, Nov. 2) reported
that, in an early choleric outhurst, Dulles
indicated to the "French Ambassador
Alphand “that our allies had been acting
like Russians.”

But second thoughis supervened. The
whole structure of NATO was shaking,

{Torn to last page)

Hungary's Revolution Began in Russia

By H. W. BENSON

Now that the Hungarian revolution lies bro-
ken under the tread of Russian armor, well-
meaning but mournful voices will be heard:

Theirs was a noble, heroie, admirable fight
(it will be said) but was it not futile, useless,
and inevitably doomed? Let us face the reality
(we will hear in the tones of reluctant pessi-
mism), the people cannot overthrow a powerful
dictatorship, certainly not the totelitarian
rulers in Moscow,

But in our hatred of the brutal dictators and
their newly imposed puppets and in our sorrow
over the fall of revolutionary Budapest to the
foreign oppressor, there is no gloom. Hungary
is not the end of the revolution against Stalinist
dictatorship; it is only the beginning, the new
beginning of world socialism, the new rise of
the working-class movement for freedom from
capitalist and Stalinist tyranny. N

No one can guarantee the success of an up-
rising for freedom; if the peoples awaited such
consolation, they would indeed wait forever,
The Hungarians were right: they saw the op-
portunity and they tried to win; and what they
have already won, even in defeat, can never be
taken away.

They have proved that the people can revolt
against Stalinist dictatorship; they have proved
that the satellite governments are nothing but
quisling Russian regimes; they have shown, too,
that the rulers of totalitarian Russia have erect-
ed their edifice of power over a seething lava of
popular hatred. )

The structure of Stalinist lies and hypoerisy
has tumbled; its world movement is disinte-
grating; hostile crowds besiege its representa-
tives in every capital of the world. All this is
achieved in only two weeks by the defeated
Hungarian working class. If this is what its
defeat looks like, what would its victory sig-
nify!

On the periphery of the Russian empire, in
the satellite nations, we learn of the revolt of
the peoples. And yet we know only what leaks
through the cracks and gaps in the iron curtain
of Stalinist despotism. Only a day after the
seizure of Hungary by Russian troops a news
blackout falls and no one knoews what takes
place from one day to the next, except as re-
ported by fleeing refugees. How much less do
we know of what tokes place in the citadel if-
self: Russia and the nations held by force within
the USSR.

I\Tot the least of the accomplishments of the
uprising is the insight it gives into life under
all totalitarianism. We know now, in hindsight,
if we did not know it before, of the pressures
and_ hatreds that forced Russia’s masters into
their new line at the 20th Party Congress.

Touched Of in Kremlin

East. Berlin—-Poznan—Budapest; Germans
—Poles—Hungarians: Each in his own way
hates dictatorship and fights against it. Is there
any reason to believe that the Russian people
are different in their hatred of dictatorship and
their desire for democracy ?

The Hungarian revolution has its origing in
Russia.

It was touched off by signs of wavering and
weakness in the Kremlin,

‘The Russian dictators had been forced to deal
with their own pressing problems at home;
warning rumblings from below had penetrated
the skulls of whole layers of the ruling bureau-
cracy ; they were impelled to make concessions
and offer the prospect of reforms all within the
framework of the dictatorship. To forestall re-
volt, they let up on the terror by a few notches,

(Continved on page 41
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London Labor Thunders

Against Eden’s Aggression

This London Letter, with its valuable
report on the tremendous veaclion of
British labor and youth against the as-
sault on Egypt, was crowded out of last
week's issue—ED.

By OWEN ROBERTS
London, Nov. 4

T have just returned from one of the
most important political demonstrations
Britain has witnessed for many years.
The normal quiet of a Sunday afternocon
in London has been shattered by the
angry voices of tens of thousands' of
workers and students gatherving in Tra-
falgar Sqguare to join the Labor Party
in its demonstration against the war
which ,the British government has
launched against Egypt.

From the four points of the compass
long columns of marchers converged up-
on the sguare in the center of London.
Chanting “We Don’t Want War" and
“Kden Must Go” and carrying their

Labor Party and trade-union banners,’

the demonstrating workers and students
gave noisy and colorful expression to
the mighty forces of opposition which
have set themselves resolutely against
the Tory war.

After listening #o Labor lecders mak-
ing speeches in Trafalgar Square the
demonstrators formed up and marched

Stoolie's Case Thickens

By GERRY McDERMOTT
Pittsburgh, Oct. 23

LABor AcTion (Qect. 8) reported the
case of Joseph Mazzei, the FBI informer
who was repudiated by the Department
of Justice. The government took this ac-
tion in hope of saving a Smith Act con-
vietion of five Piltsburgh Stalinists: An

appeal in the case was due to be heard

by the Supreme Court and it was known
that the defénse would bring up evidence
of known lies told by the unsavory Maz-
zei. The government asked the Supreme
Court to let a lower court decide whether
Mazzei's testimony had been truthful or

In stead by a 6-3 decision, the court
threw out the conviction and ordered a
new ‘trial. It seems unlikely that the
government can get a conviction in a
seeontd “trial, since one of the two chief
witnesses was Mazzei and the other was
Matt Cvetic. Since testifying in the last
trial, Cvetic has admitted that he is an
aleoholic and has been in and out of local
psychiatric wards.

The ‘most gensational part of the Maz-
zei case has still not broken however, We
refer to his relationship to the notorious
Pittshurgh witchhunter, Judge Michael
Musmanno.

A strong suspicion now exists that
Mazzei committed perjury before a Sen-
ate committee in order to further Mus-
manno's’ career, and that Musmanno
knew that Mazzei was perjuring himself.
So far no ome in Pittsburgh has dared to
demand an investigation, .

L r

down Whitehall +o Dowing Street, where
the prime minister hos his official resi-
dence. Confronted by row affer row of
mounted and foot police the demonstra-
tors formed up inte a solid mass of hu-
manity chanting "Resign, Resign."

Hundreds of them climbed up in the
seaffolding of new government offices be-
ing erected in Whitehall and made the
air vibrate as they hammered in unison
upon the sheet iron shuttering. Angry
scenes took place as workers and police
clashed; at least a dozen demonstrators
were hauled off into police custody while
the crowd jeered and shouted “Fascists.”

Similar scenes and demonstrations
have taken place in London and other
parts of the country earlier this week,
but nothing on the secale of today's
mighty expression of anger.

On Thursday thousands of people
demonstrated outside the House of
Parliament and here again clashes took
place with the police and five demonstra-
tors were arrested.

STUDENTS IN ACTION

The militant action of students has
been particularly encouraging. In the
university ecities of Oxford, Manchester
and Birmingham students have held
demonstrations against the Tory gov-
ernment and its war. In Oxford the stu-
dents at Ruskin College stopped their
studies and went out onto the streets to
demonstrate; 100 of them traveled to
London to protest to members of Parlia-
ment at the House of Commons. In Man-
chester students brought mid-day traffic
to a halt as they marched through the
streets. In Edinburgh anti-war students
clashed violently with Eden supporters.

This activity on the part of the stu-
dents is a new development in British
polities of post-war years and explodes
the theory that British youth is political-
Iy apathetic “and' “couldn’t care ~less”
about what goes on in the world.

In industrial centers and quiet coun-
try towns, meetings and demonstrations
are taking place as the people rally to
the Labor Party's eall for action. This
call came on Thursday after a special
meeting of the National Council of La-
hor—a body representing the Labor
Party, the Trades Union Congress and
the Cooperative Unlion—had announced
that the whole Labor movement would
wage a campaign against the Tory gov-
ernment,

The MNational Council called upon the
British people to use every "constitution-
al'" means to put pressure on the govern-
ment, but it osked workers not to use the
strike weapon %o defeat the government.
This latter qualification is intended to
answer the hundreds of felegrams which
are pouring infe the TUC and Laber Party
headquarters demanding a one-day token
striké against the war.

But in spite of the reluctance of the
leaders of the Laber movement to use
the strike weapon, it is obvious that
large sections of the organized workers
are prepared to down tools in order to
stop the war. Numbers of Labor MPs
have expressed similar opinions.

" o
TI:ey'ra Fattening Up the Strike Funds for Something

By BEN HALL

James P. Mitehell, secretary of Labor,
is convinced that the class struggle is
dead. He told U, 8. News & World Re-
port on September 7, “I think that we
are in an era of growing industrial
peace. 1 think that the day of ‘hate the
boss' and ‘destroy the unions' is over or
fast disappearing.”

Earlier this year, Louis Waldman lec-
tured a management group on “Ameri-
ea’s Destiny: Labor-Management Coop-
eration or Class Struggle,” compliment-
ing American labor for abjuring the
dangerons doctrine of class conflict.

Waldman is eminently qualified to ad-
dress himself to the subject, having
gained unique experience as counsel for
the ILA, which has always practised its
own peculiar brand of labor-management
cooperation, :

There have been other contributions
to the discussion.

In September, NAM President Cola
Parker called on plant owners to invite
political candidates te talk #o their em-
ployees during working hours; he warned
against the political aims of unions which,
he insisted. would mean "an end to truly
representative government in the Unifed
States."” Lowis Hollander, president of the
New York State CIO, threatened that
workers would sirike if forced #o listen
to management-backed candidates. Just
a difference of opinion between two co-

operating classes.

At the Steel Union convention, David
MeDonald was effusive over the possibil-
ity of labor-management peace, a rela-
tionship that cannot seem to jell in his
industry despite a proliferation of pro-
nunciamentos. But the officers’ report at
the same convention had to sound a note
of caution: "it would be unrealistie,” re-
ported Steel Labor, “if the union did not
always remember that gains achieved to

date wergd won because in the past 20
vears sands suffered and dared and
organi and struggled—and, yes, even

died—to help make the American labhor

movement what-it is today."

The Machinists’ convention last month
voted to set up a multi-million-dollar
emergency fund to pay out $35 a week-
in strike benefits. In August the Glass
and Ceramic Workers Union set up a
special defense fund by laying aside 10
per cent of gross dues payments.

The United Cement Workers Union
has a membership of only 41,000; com-
pared to the mighty Big Ten, it iz a
comparative midget. Yet at its 8th con-
vention, held this month in Buffale, it
decided to set up a permanent strike
fund of no less than $2 million to pro-
vide benefits of $25 per week to members
on strike, :

All this, no doubt, to- finance a wild
spree of labor-management cooperation.

b o

Ferment in Steel

To the Editor:

The recent article [LA, Oct. 8] on the
Steelworkers' convention referred to a
dues increase from $3 to 35 a year. Of
course, this should have read $5 a nuonth,

It might alse be of interest to your
readers to hear about the post-conven-
tion negotiations between the Steelwork-
ers and the can companies, The can loc-
als sent their delegates to Los Angeles
to negotiate for increased pay in the
wage-reopener in their contract. The In-
ternational union agents and the com-
panies negotiated a contract behind the
backs of the delegates—in fact, the dele-
gates were not given the chance to make
a single recommendation on the three-
year contract presented to them by their
own union as an ultimatum!

The delegates voted 17-15 to accept
the contract, but this was only because
of threats of the union agents and the
elimination of peographical wage differ-
ences, whieh elimination greatly aided
the Scuthern locals.

The contract did provide better wages
and conditions, but it harnessed the
workers to a thres-year contraet without
doing anything about getting a shorter
work-week. It also failed to gain the
right to hold stop-work union meetings.
The present method of holding split
meetings for different shifts is awkward,
especially when motions are made in the

UNDER THE WINDOWS OF THE HANGMEN OF THE HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION

PICKET LINE IN DEFENSE OF HUNGARM_ REVOLUTION before the Russian Delegation H.Q. in New York
City was held on Saturday afterncen, Nov. 3, by Independent Socialist League and YSL, together with

Libertarian League.

[ 2a
second meeting: that were not made in
the first one.

The main objection the delegates had,
llowever, was the totally bureaucratic
way in which the contract was imposed
upon them. The West Coast delogates.
were especially angry. Many delegates
refused to sign the contract. The Van-
couver, B. C., delegate signed only be-
cause under provineial law the local
would be without a contract unless he
did so. Loeal 2070 from Portland’s Amer-
iear Can factory voted to support the
action of their delegate in refusing to
zign the contract.

There is considerable dissatisfaction
in the can locals against the MecDonald
bureaucracy, but the can locals are few
and for the most part small. The can
loeal members rely heavily on the pros-
pect of leadership by their steel loeal
brothers in the struggle against the bu-
reaucracy and class-collaborationism of
the McDonald bureaucracy. y

REUEL S, AMDUR

Write-Ins

To The Editor:

The election will be history before
LA appears again, but let me say the
difficulty of getting people to cast write-
in votes is indicated by the fact that
Norman Thomas publicly declated his
unwillingness to write in the names of
the candidates of his own party on the
New York ballot. I quote from his words
in the November Progressive: “I would
of course, vote for them [Hoopes and
Friedman] if I lived in a state where
they are on the ballot.” [Italics added.]

Victor HowARD
Chieago, Oct. 30

-~
-,

* Order ALL your books from Labor Action

Book Service, 114 West 14 Street, N. Y:C.
LS : 7,

on Thursday, Nov. 22
(Thanksgiving).

Friday, Nov. 23
ISL-YSL
Discussion Meeting
(Not a public forum)
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The (ommuhist'Parties Are Cracking
Under the Russian Guns in Hungary

By BERNARD CRAMER

The Russians' murderous repression of
the Hungarian Revolution is having its
disintegrative impact on the Commu-
nist Parties in the West. Center of in-
terest is its consequences for the Italian
CP, largest outside the Iron Curtain.
The accompanying article from our
Rome correspondent, Lucio Libertini,
gives the picture on this. .

In addition, a N.Y. Times dispatch
{Nev. %) reported from Rome on the
disaffection in the ranks of the CP centers
particularly around industrial strongholds

“ of the party in the North, especially Man-
fua, where the lecal Communist organiza-
tion issued a stotement stigmatizing the
Russian inftervention in Hungary. Eilse-
where, thousands of party cards are being
turned in.

According to these dispatches, Pietro
Nenni, the leader of the PSI (the Social-
ist Party which has long been a collabor-
ator with the Stalinists and which iz now
negotiating about unity with the social-
democrats) has come out firmly in sup-
port of the Humgarian Revolution and
against the Russian intervention.

We have before us at this time only

S LCNDON LETTER

the text of an earlier article by Nenni,
published in his Avanti on the first phase
of the Hungarian Revolution, October
23-November 3. In this article he clearly
ranged himself with the revolutionaries
but pleaded for reconciliation.

At thiz time he described the fizhting
as “a fratricidal conflict which divides
not partisans and opponents of socialism
but rather, on the one hand, workers and
students who really want liberalization
and demoeratization of institutions and
publie life (and the purity of their in-
tentions eannot be tarnished by the fase-
ist scum which, quite eertainly, has mix-
ed into the limpid current of the popular
demands), and, on the other hand, the
old group of Communist leaders who, in
addition to their political errors and
their crimes, have added the insensate
appeal to the Soviet troops.”

But he ealled for the rebels to lay
down their arms, and for the “repres-
sion” and the “foreign intervention” to
do the sanie, on the basis of an appeal to
everybody to rally round the democratic
demands.

It is to he seen whether Nenmi, or
rather the socialist workers who follow
him now, have drawn conclusions about

By OWEN ROBERTS
London, Nov, 11
The events in Hungary and Egypt
during the past ten days have left a big
mark .on British politics.

" In the Tory party the pro-Eden lead-
ership is struggling hard to retain con-
trol and to prevent open ruptures over
the government's Middle East policy: In
the Communist Party the leadership is
faced with widespread rebellion because
of its meek acceptance of the Moscow
line that the Hungarian uprising was a
“faseist plot” In contrast the Labor
Party, because of its firm stand against
imperialism both in Egypt and Hungary,
is stronger than for a long time in the
past.

The past week has amply confirmed
our report from London in LABOR ACTION

_on October 1 that the Tory cabinet is
sharply divided into pro-and anti-Eden
camps centering around the issue of the
government’s line on Egypt. Already

" the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
and the Economic Secretary to the
Treasury have resigned. because of op-

. position to Eden's policies. Another
Tory member of Parliament has resigned

"from the party and several others re-
frained from voting in the House of
Commons in support of their leaders in
a motion of censure upon the govern-

“ment moved by the Labor Party.

Most of the British press is now
speculating just how much longer _Sir
Anthony Eden can survive as prime
minister in face-of the opposition, led
by ex-Chancellor R. A. Butler, which ex-
ists within the cabinet. The view is wide-
ly held that, at a four-hour cabinet meet-
ing last Monday, the Butlerite faction
placed the .demand before Eden that
either he call a halt to British military
action in Egypt or else face a major
public rebellion by his cabinet members
in the House of Commons.

The Butlerite foction was prompted to
place +this demand before Eden in view of
the widespread popular support the
Labor Party's anti-war campaign recelved.
This popular support, led by rank-and-file
militants, was running way ohead of the
Labor leadership itself and building up
into @ mass movement,

The hand of the Butlerites was
strengthened by pointing to such exam-
ples as the thousands and thousands of
demonstrators who clashed with the po-
Jice outside of the prime minister’s resi-
dence in Downing Street last Sunday.
The cabinet was in session at the time
and one can imagine the Butlerites try-

' Socialist Left Sparks Fight
On Eden; CP Disintegrating

ing to convince Eden that if he did not
climb down & revolution was liable to en-
gulf them all at any moment!

Widespread feeling within the Tory
party now is that a sacrifice will have
to be made in order to save the Tories
from complete defeat at the next elec-
tion. And the popular choice of the sae-
rificial lamb seems to be Sir Anthony
Eden.

During the campaign of mass agita-
tion built up by the Labor Party on the
war in Egypt one thing has been partic-
ularly noticeable to the experienced ob-
server—the relative lack of activity by
the Communist Party.

Last Sunday, for instonce, | saw 40,000
workers and students gather in Trafalgor
Square fo hear Aneurin Bevan speak af a
Lobor anti-war raolly. Ameong the hun-
dreds of trade-union and local political
party banners carried by the demonstra-
tors as they marched into the square |
saw only one from a local Communist
Party branch.

CP HARD-HIT

The fact is that the Stalinists have
had the ground cut completely from un-
der their feet by events in Hungary,
which have every indications of splitting
yet further the already microscopic
Communist Party. Publicly announced
casualties in the Stalinist ranks so far
include the Daily Worker - cartoonist
“Gabriel,” who resigned after more than
20 years in the Stalinist ranks because
the leadership rejected one of his car-
toons on the Hungarian situation.

Another leading Stalinist to break
over Hungary has been R. B. Seabrook,
a member of the CP for 23 years and, as
a full-time officer of the Union of Shop-
workers, a key Stalinist in the trade-
union field. i

The current issue of The Reasoner,
the organ of a group of “oppostion”
within the CP, carries a slashing attack
upon the British Stalinist leadership for
its attitude toward Russian intervention
in Hungary.

“One thing only,” says The Reasoner,
“might have restrained the Boviet crim-
inal forces from their final criminal ac-
tion—an outspoken ecall for restraint
from the Communist- Parties of the
world. In this erisis, when the Hungari-
an people mneeded our solidarity, the
British Communist Party has failed
them.”

The Reasomer then demands the with-

drawal of Russian troops, the establish-,

{Continued on page 4]

the illusions which they shared with re-
gard to the Russians and their “social-
ism."”

In France, the next most important bas.
tion of Stalinism in Europe, the situation
is much more difficult. The fact that the
French CP leadership under Thorex is the
“haordest'* Stalinist party machine left, out-
side the Iron Curtain, is better seen as a
symptom rather than a primory.cause of
this difficult situation.

The basis of it is the sad fact that in
France least of all is there any consider-
able left pole of attraction as against
the Stalinists. Im this country the Social-
ist Party iz under the sway of Guy Mol-
let, the premier whe is doing the world’s
dirtiest jobs today on behalf of capital-
ist imperialism, in Algeria and in Egypt.

It is not hard to understand the dilemma -

of Communist workers in France who
are being told about the horrors of Rus-
sian butchery in Huhgary by *“‘socialist”
hiypoerites who are themselves leading
the slaughter of freedom fighters in Al-
weria and who have just outraged a
good part of even the capitalist world
with their desperate aggression against
Egypt to seize the Suez Canal.

It is no accident, therefore, that in
this one unfortunate land, we see simul-
taneously the most unregenerate Stalin-
ist leadership in the CP and the most

" social-imperialisit leadership in the SP.

Just as the rival war blocs feed on each
other's crimes, so do their jackals.

BREAKS IN FRANCE

But even in the French CP there are
reports of cracks. One symptom perhaps
i the break sannounced by Jean-Paul
Sartre, the alleged philosopher who yes-
terday was whitewdshing Moscow and
its CP wirtually down the line, and who
now declares his solidarity with the
Hungarian Revelution and denunciation
of the CP.

Sartre may well be a reflection of the
revulsion among Stalinized intellectu-
als, but the problem in France is the
CP’s hold on the organized working class
in its majority. A hopeful view on this
comes via Warsaw (N. Y. Tines, Nov.
10) where they are saying that the
French CP is threatened by split and/or
digintegration.

In France as in Italy, one problem is
also the reaction of the types like Nenni.
A French similar is Claude Bourdet, of
the weekly France-Observatenr, which
often reflects a mélange of Stalinoid,
left-socialist and neutralist sentiment
gdependent of or in-between the CP and
P. . "
At the outbhreak of the upsurge in Po-
land (but before the October 23 revolu-
tion in Budapest), Bourdet was writing
in his paper along the lines of counsel-
ing “moderation” and restraint to the
anti-Russian freedom forces in both
countries. We have not yet seen his re-
action to later events.

ONE SOLUTION

On Nov, 14 Paris dispatches reported
an internal fight in the Stalinist-control-
led CGT, the largest French labor fed-
eration, over support to Russian inter-
vention in Hungary. Calls for pro-Rus-
sian work stoppages by the CGT leader-
ship were *“almost completely ignored
by the workers,’ they said.

In Norway the Communist Party
made public a protest it had sent against
the use of Russian troops in Hungary,
calling for withdrawal and for support
of the UN resolution to send ohservers.

In onother Communist Party, where
doors open on Hungary's borders—the
CP of Austric—dispatches from Vienna
tell of a major crisis in the orgenization
from top to bottom. from the Central
Committee to "o number of Austrian in-
dusirial plants [wherel Communist work-
ers had protested against Soviet suppres-
sion of the Hungaorion revolutionaries by
publicly tearing up. their party member-
ship books.” (Times, Nov. 10.)

And as we have reported before, the
racking crisis of the CP is out in the
open most-of all in the U. 8. and Britain,
where there is a virtually open and pub-
lic factional fight geing on. At Oxford
University the Communist Club decided
to dissolve because the party is “com-
pletely discredited.” It is a solution of
the CP crisis which ought to spread.
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Split in the
Italian Citadel
0f Stalinism?

By LUCIO LIBERTINI.

. Rome, Nov., 3

The Hungarian tragedy has had pro-

found repercussions on the [talian situ-

ation. In the first place, it has brought

into the open an already latent erisis in
the Communist Party.

The bourgeois press generally exag-
gerates for its own propaganda purposes,
the tensions “and factional situations
within the CP. This time, however, it is
possible to say that the eppositions with-
in the party are even more serious and
extensive than the bourgeois press it-
self has claimed.

After the 20th Congress and the crisis
it produced in the CP, the internal situ-
ation of Italian Stalinism was stabilized,
in the sense that Togliatti had engineer- ,
ed a compromise between the old-line
.Stalinist group which controls the ap-
paratus (Longo, D’Onofrio, ete.) and the
“Titoist” wing. Then Togliatti spread
the word that he intended to take the
leadership of the latter group at the
next favorable opportunity.

Now the popular uprising against
Stalinism in Hungary has compelled
everyone to face up to their responsihil-
ities and to make an immediate choice.
Togliatti, safter innumerable hesitations
and reservations, has taken sides with
the Stalinist group in fever of Russianm
intervention,

The “Titoist" wing hos come out against
Russian fintervention. At the same time,
the revolt of the party "intellectuals" has
broken out violently, and haos met with
widespread public support, while the
Communists of the CGIL, the largest
trade.union  center, including Di Vittorio
(the president of the World Federation
of Trade Unions) associated. themselves
with the Socialist Party of Nenni (PSI) in
solidarity with the anti-Stalinist move-
ment. '

The next congress of the CP (which
is scheduled for December &) is there-
fore likely to be rather stormy, and may
become the starting point of important
developments. Still more important, the
whole working-class base of the CP is in
an extraordinary state of ferment.

EFFECT ON UNITY

In the socialist camp, too, the Hun-
garian crisis has had important reper-
cussions, both positive and negative:
positive, becanse they hastened and com-
pleted in public the PSI's break with
Stalinism; negative, because it threatens
to drive important leaders of the PSI
(Nenni in particular) toward the re-
formist positions of Saragat.

These events provide o new context for
the now irreversible process.of socialist
unification which. will decide the future
of Italian labor for many, yeors.

If the positions of ¢lazs independence
prevail in the process, the socialists will
be in a position to give battle against
the rule of Christian-Demoeracy and to
pull the Communist rank-and-file into
their camp. If unification takes place an
different terms, the socialist movement
will bog down in a swamp of opportun-
igm, and Italian politics may deteriorate
through the treason of social-democraey,
as in France today or in Germany unde
the Weimar Republic. :

As for ourselves, the Italian indepen-
dent socialists, it goes without saying
that we are making every effort to hast-
en the collapse of Stalinism and to safe-
guard a penuinely socialist position for
the labor movement. The prospects are
good, but the struggle is difficult and
complex.

Our movement (the US), Independent
Socialist Union) will have to decide with-
in the next days on a. proposal for organ-
ic wnity with the PSI. Today, the PSl's
positions are fairly close to those which
the USI has always stood for: the prob-
lem is fherefore not so much a political
but a tactical one.

The question before us is whether it
is easier to influence the socialist move-
ment as a whole by entering the PSI or
by participating in the process of unifi-
cation as an independent organizatiom:



Hungary s Revolution Begém In Russm g

[Continued from page 1)

In Eastern Europe the peoples watched, then
stirred. And in Hungary, before the eyes of the
whole world, they burst forth. Impressive as it
was, a whole people united against their op-
pressors, it was only a token of the pent-up hos-
tility and hatred of peoples in the whole Stalin-
ist world, including Russia.

What the Communist puppets of Hungary

offered too late—what Nugy proclaimed, too.

late, to quell the already rising peoples—the
Russian rulers had rushed to do in time at their
20th Congress. Now, what the Hungarians
learned quickly in the days of revolutionary
fighting as one layer of hypocrisy after another
was stripped from their lying rulers, the-peo-
ples of Russia will learn: no #rust in the prom-
ises of dictators.

First Cracks

The people of Hungary were united in their
hatred of national oppression and social ex-
ploitation; but it takes more than popular re-
sentment to cause a revolution; otherwise the
masses in virtually every country would be in
a state of continuing revolt,

If the oppressive regime seems sure of itself,
with all power in its hands and at its disposal;
if it can answer every question with the whip
of terror; if it appears united, invulnerable,
invincible, then the people can only wait. But
once the people, burning with resentment
against their rulers, see unmistakable signs of
wavering, and ‘sense that the regime is uncer-
tain and can no longer continue as of old, then
revolution becomes possible.

'And the first cracks in ‘the ‘monolithic wall

appeared in Russia itself.

'Antagonisms Revealed

For more than two years, reverberations of
the erisis inside Russia have been registering
on the minds of the peoples under its control.
When Stalin died, two years ago, the lid was
pried off just a little.

What appeared so determined, so self-confi-
dent, so unanimous was now revealed to be torn
apart by irrepressible inner antagonisms. The
rulers were unsure of themselves! This electri-
fying thought gained new impulse when Beria
was executo-assassinated; Molotov was cen-
sured; Malenkov was removed. The precise
meaning of each shift and turn remained
shrouded in subterranean mystery but the big
fact was clear: the rulers were faltering and
fumbling for a new road.

With Stalin’s death and then with the 20th

Congress, when the new regime heaped abuse

upon Stalin's whole record, a miscellaneous as-

sortment of commentators, politicians, journal-

ists and writers of many hues were guick to
invent and then to welcome a turn toward “‘de-
mocracy” in Russia, We must greet it, they
said, we must encourage the rulers along the
new road and support them in it. All this was
buttressed by profound socio-economic jibber-
jabber emanating from deep thinkers in the
Stalinoid world. They found it hard to imagine

that the “turn” represented anything but the

free, generous dispensation of reasonable men
to their flock. They had long ceased to expect
anything from the masses, whose ability to
struggle and whose power to rise they held in
utter contempt. Since the new ‘‘democracy”
could not arise in response to pressures from
below, it must, in their view, be a gift bestowed
from ahove.

Utilizing the Turns

But the Hungarian working class “greeted”
the turn in its own way. They utilized it not fo
support the regime but to fry fo overthrow if.

This was as it should be. They recognized the
proffer of concessions as a weakness in the rul-
ing class and took advantage of that weakness
to further their own struggle. They overthrew
the oppressive regime in Hungary only to have
it restored by force upon their backs.

They did not defeat the Russian power but
they wounded it terribly; it can never recover
from the blows struck by Hungary’s freedom
fighters.

The Hungarians rose when they detected
wavering in the Kremlin. But the weakness in
Russia was forced to the surface by social con-
flicts inside Russia itself. In this lies the inter-
national character of the series of revolts

against Russian rule, = 2

The Russian Reservoir

When tens of thousands of Russian soldiers
deserted Stalin's army during the war with
Germany, they revealed the hatred of millions
of workers and peasants for the regime, In
1943-4, whole sections of the Ukraine were
taken over by the Ukrainian Revolutionary
Army (UPA) which arose under the watch-
words: "Against Hitler and Stalin—for the In-
dependence of the Ukraine."

The movement won the support of peasants
in the areas they controlled and developed a
gocialist program against Stalinism. When Rus-
sian armies gained control of the areas, UPA
supporters organized as an underground po-
litical opposition to the regime. In 1949, one of
its representatives wrote that the UPA had
proved that “a revolutionary underground in
the USSR has become possible.”

When the war ended, the world was horri-
fied to learn that the Stalin regime had annihi-

lated whole nations within its borders, coun-
tries that had been part of the USSR but whose
populations had been hostile to the regime,

. That, in substance, is all we ever learned. Now,

we see the Hungarian revolution; now it seems
evident that the brutal extermination of whole
nations might have been a desperate retaliation
against national revolutionary uprisings inside
the Russian mainland, cut off from communi-
cation and contact with the world.

And when Stalin died, workers in the very
slave camps rose in rebellion, notably in the
forced labor camps at Vorkuta, and also in
others.

_ These are the bare bones of fragmentary
facts. Some day we too will know the full story
of the Russian fight for freedom; but the Krems«
lin's rulers, as they went to the 20th Congress,
were fully aware of the dangers to them, dan-
gers which burst forth in Hungary but which
are carefully hidden in Russia.

The Emperor Is Naked

In a totalitarian regime, everyone may hate
the rulers . . . privately ; but no one can be sure
how his neighbor feels. The dictatorship ex-
erts its powers of terror in all forms and de-
gress of subtlety, not only to destroy the pos-
sibility of united action by the people but to
wipe out the possibility of united opinion,
Where it is impossible for the people to dis-
cover that they-oppose the regime in common,
it is difficult for them to form an underground
opposition.

Mere courage is not enough to launch an
illegal political opposition under conditions of

* totalitarianism; the brave revolutionary fight-

ers must have some way of checking the mood
of the people: are they, the revolutionaries,
hopeless fanatics out of tune with the hopes
and aspirations of the masses; or are they the
militant advance-guard for their people in the
struggle against oppressors which all detest?
The fanfare of Stalinist propaganda, with its
fake mass resolutions, its organized demonstra-
tions, its public frame-up trials, is designed to
make it impossible to penetrate through the fog
to the minds of the people.

But in Hungary all that is gone. In defeat, the
revolution does not return to the past.

In their unorganized, universal popular ris-
ing, the Hungarian masses have shouted out,
“The Emperor is naked.” From this time on,
socialists and demoecrats know that their de-
testation of the regime is matched and over-
matched by that of the people.

In defeat, the Hungarian working class is
victorious over Stalinist dictatorship. Now be-
gins the organization and preparation of its
new revolutionary socialist forces,

Socialist Left Sparks Fight — —

iContinued from page 31
ment of a “neutral” Hungary, publie
repudiation of the Russian actions and
special district and national congresses

of the British CP to discusz the situa-

tion:
“If these demands are not met, we
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urge all those who, like ourselves, will
dissociate themselves completely from
the leadership of the British Communist
Party, not to lose faith in socialism, and
to find ways of keeping together.”

In the Labor Party these agonies of the
Tory party and the Stalinists are being
watched with interest, particularly by the

% - left-wing militants of the rank and file.

For, and make no mistake about this,
British Labor upheld the banner of social-
ism during the past two weeks because
of the determinotion of the rank.and-file
party workers and the left wing. When
the crisis in the Middle East broke a few
months age it was the left which immedi-
ately reacted and turned the pressure on
those of its leaders which showed danger-
ous signs of following the disqraceful at-
titude of Mellet in France.

The mass militant movement of the
past few weeks has been led by the La-
bor right-wing leaders because the rank
and file of the party made them lead it,
and in doing so they raised the Labor
Party to a new degree of strength in the
eyes of the workers all over the world.

The same rank-and-file workers are
now determined that the leftward eourse
set in -motion in past weeks shall be
pushed to its utmost limits in order to
bring the Tory government down.

[The press reports further defections
from the British CP: two trade-union
leaders, John Horner and Alex Mogat,
and “several members” of the London
Daily Worker staff. A Timed dispatch
from Vienna also reported that the CP.
organ’s correspondent in Budapest re-
signed on arriving in Vienna.—ED.]
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FIVE CENTS

CIVIL RIGHTS

The racist front in the South is
far from being a monolith. All
kinds of elements—varying from
the rabid right wing which is anti-
Semitic, anti-Catholic, anti-rock-
'n-roll as well as Jim Crow, to the
Southern middle class which goes
along with the segregation campaign
with an uneasy conscience—are involved
in the defensze of the “Southern tradi-
tions.” _

A recent artiele in the National (Sep-
tember 29) spotlights another group
which doesn’t fit the stereotype of a
“solid South” of racists: the college
newspaper editors.

One of the first instances of Southern
student protest against Jim Crow oe-
curred (according to Roger Keith, the
Nation's correspondent) at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, As far back as 1953, the
Red And Black, campus paper, spoke up:
' UWith Communism knocking at the

Negro's back door, we cannot afford to
let ~_educational = segregation -barriers

.....

mqﬂ{.a!iﬂ_ it is plain as the réd flag in Rus-

sia ‘that continued segregation and sup-
pression can and will cause the death of
democracy by the hands of its owm
leaders.”

Needless to say, this editorial did not go
unchalienged. One of the University’'s re-
gents wrote, I tried to explain to [the
paper’s editors] that in their juvenile
damn foolery they were hurting the umi-
versity and the cause of education in the
state, 1 frankly fold them that the money
for the operation of the Red and Black
would be discontinued unless they could
do a better job."

The editors promptly reiterated their
stand. The regent returned to the fray:

“Now there's no guestion of freedom
of the press invalved. The question is
whether or not the board of regents will
be dictated to by a little handful of sissy,
misguided squirts who have just enough
knowledge to think they know it all
Every time I see one of the little sissy
boys hanging around some college, the
more I think everyone of them ought to
be made to play football.”

The “sissy” identification, by the way,
would seem to be a characteristic re-
sponse of reaction in the present period.
From the investigation of homosexuals

in the State Department, through Me- -

Carthy's insinuations about Acheson and
Stevenson, to this eracker “educator,”
dissent is equated with subversion and
femininity. The football suggestion is an
index to the culture of the defenders of
the “Southern tradition.”

OTHER CASES

The Georgia incident is not isolated. In
New Orleans last year, the Tulane Hulla-
baloo conducted a campaign for integra-
tion although the editor noted that “most
faculty members seem afraid to discuss
the sobject in their class.”

At the University of Mississippi, the
student paper did not favor integration,
but defended the rights of an integra-
tionist speaker to appear on the campus.

At Alabama, the university paper also
backed segregation, but attacked the vio-
lence which greeted the attempt of
Authurine Luey to register there.

The Daily Athenaeum of the Univer-
sity of West Virginia commented on the
Luey incident in unequivoeal terms: “As
far as we're concerned, the Alabama

Anti-Racist Voices Among
Campus Editors in South

students only demonstrated their imma-
turity, indeeency, inhumanity and per-
haps inferiority. If the white race were
superior (and it is mot) it would not have
to fight to insure its position.”

A well-publicized case in the South
last year, that of the Daily Texan at the
University of Texas, did nmot center upon
the eivil-rights issue, but rather involved
the question of the Natural Gas bill. In
this case, the Regents clamped down on
student opposition to~that particular
give-away bill because “66 per cent of
Texas money comes from oil and gas.”

In thiz case, the izssue was one of a
complementary piece of Southern reac-
tion (the Dixiecrats in 1948 were prob-
ably financed by oil money anxiouns to get
a deal on the off-shore oil law), but it
points up the same thing: that the front
of racism and reaction in the South ia
not internally secure.

PORTENT OF HOPE

The cases which we have cited are, un-
fortunately, fairly few in number, yet
they are a hopeful porteni. As the South-
ern situation develops, it~ is absolutely
essential that what Is now a fifth eolumn
of progress should become a majority.

The various editorials in the Southern
student papers open up the, possibility
that those who are now students, the
younger generation of the post-Supreme

, Court decision, will have the cqurage to

fight for a decent position, that they will
accept and even welecome the advent of
racial equality in the very stronghold of
reaction.

Stalinist Student Int] Is-
Grabbing for a New Line

The turn of the international
Stalinist movement toward a new
versioh of the Popular Front was
recently documented in a report on
the World Student Congress in
Prague, August 26 to September 2,
The general'line was an attempt
of the Stalinist International Union of
Students ‘to break out of isolation. The
first point on the agenda was “Problems

and Aspects of a World Student Com-
munity."”

In his opening statement Jiri Pelikan,
president of the IUS, developed two
themes of the current Stalinist line.

First, past policies of the IUS were
denounced as “unrealistic,” i.e., the for-
mer orientation, imposed upon the or-
ganization by its adherence to the world
CP line, is now out of date and is to be

abandoned in favor of a Popular Front

approach.

And secondly, P;zliinm placed preat
emphasis on the question of colonialism.
(See the report m Challenge last month

_ _q];q,lthe mgetmg in: Bandung for a report

on the struggle between Stalinists, pro-
American bloc and socialist students at
the Bandung conference.)

How far the mew Stalinist line goes
wasg graphically demonstrated in one
very interesting case,

A discossion was held concerning an
IUS project for some kind-of world-wide,
Olympic-type student athletic meet., Dur-

ing its consideration, the TUS leadership
came ount in favor of the participation of
the Spanish SEU, i.e., inclusion of an offi-
cial Francoite youfh group.

Evidently, no group of students, re-
gardless of their politics, is to escape the
current Stalinist net. It is being thrown
as wide as possible, and, in the interest
of the Popular Front, literally everyone
is to be invited in.

All, however, was not peaceful at the
conference. There were pro-Western
delegates present at the conference, and
the suggestion of a North African stu-
dent that a minute of silence be observed
in honor of the Algerian youth fighting
for ffeedom precipitated a bitter fight.

Another issue which menaced the con-
ference was that of the Arab-Israeli
struggle. This question, however, was
handled in a typical Stalinist fashion.
The Executive Committee simply took it
off the agenda.

All in all, the brief reports zvaﬂlllle in
the United States on the Prague meeting
confirm. what one would have guessed:
that the TUS, obedient to ifs Stalinist di-
rection, is now engaged in a general tmm
toward the world student movement,

However, as noted last week’ in
Challenge, thls maretver will be compli-
cated by the fact that the Stalinist youth
movement, in England and the Uhited
States at least, is torn by factional con-
fliet engendered by the events of the last
six months. Whether or not the Stalinists
can succeed in extending their influence
over the students of the world depends,
to a large degree, on their ability to keep
their own organizations intact.

YSL Picket Lines Protest British Attack

By RAY WALSH
Chicago, Nov. &

In response to a hurried call by the
Chicago Young Socialist League some
twenty-five YSLers, Socialist Party
members and other socialist and liberal
students marched for an hour today in an
orderly picket line before the British
consul general’s office .

The demoenstration was called te pro-
test the imperialist outrage being perpe-
frated by Britain and France and their
pawn Israel upon Egypt. 1

Yesterday YSLers distributed over a
thousand leaflets at the University of
Chicago and Roosevelt University chal-
lenging students to decide “Which Side
Are You On?"—%the side of the peoples
and the right of self-determination or
the side of imperialism."”

Linking up the anti-imperialist defense
of Egypt with Russia’s imperialist at-
tempt to throttle the magnificent Hun-
garian fight for freedom, the leaflet de-
clared.”

“There is only, one side to be on, in
Egypt or in Budapest, that of anti-im-
perialism,.of democraey, of the rights of
the people. . . . By demanding an end to
the NATO which supplies the troops and
guns for the English and French inter-
vention in Egypt, you fight at the -same
time against the murderers of the Hun-

rd ~
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garian people. For the Stalinist hangmen
justify their actions on the ground that
they fear the Western pact.”

Some 1800 copies of an additional leaf-
let demanding #HaNDs OFF EGYPT” and
calling “ForR A THIED CAMP AGAINST
IMPERIALISM OF BOTH THE RUSSIAN AND
THE WESTERN BLocs” were distributed
to passers-by at the demonstration.

- Placard signs demanded *Stop Narto”
«.."No Apms T0o IsmRAEL",. “BRITAIN-
FrancE Our oF MippLE EasTt, RUSsIA
Outr oF EASTERN EUROPE"...“AGAINST
IMPERIALISM BOTH RUSSIAN AND WEST-
ERN."

The demonstration did not meet with
hostility from the public. Several strang-
ers told us we were doing the right thing
and said they were glad to see us there.

Evidently in response to the many
press releases sent out, the arriving
pickets were greeted by a barrage of
newspaper photographers, and the re-
porter for the Chicago American inter-
viewed leaders of the Chicago unit at the
line. Brief news notices and photographs
of the demonstration appeared in the
Sunday Iand Monday Chicago ‘newspa-
pers.

So far, to the knowledge of the Chi-
cago unit it has been the only organiza-
tion to publicly express itself in opposi-
tion to the imperialist assaults against
both Egypt and Hungary.

The YSL unit here is engaged at pres-
ent in intensive efforts to encourage all
democratic socialist groups, labor uniens

‘and Hungarian-American organizations

to unite in staging a large protest dem-
onstration or meeting specifieally aimed

at the criminal Russian assault on the .

Hungarian revolution.

F b

Picket in New York

In New York City, the Young Socialist
League unit sponsored a picket line at
the offices of the British and Irish Rail-
ways in Rockefeller Center, on Friday,
Nov, 9. The pickets carried signs de-
nouncing the British and French invasion
of Egypt. A leaflet which was passed out
related the actions of the British and
French imperialists to those of the Rus-
sian imperialists in Hungary. About
twenty-five marchers were on the line.

7

THE AIM OF THE YSL

The Young Socialist League Is a demo-
cratic socialist organization striving #o
aid in the besic transformation of this so-
ciety into one where the means of produc-
tion and distribution shall be collectively
owned and democratically managed. The

“ YSL attempts to moke the young workers

and students, who form its arena of activ-
ity, conscious of the need for organization
directed against capitalism and Stalinism.

The YSL rejects the concept that state
ownership without democratic controls
represents socialism; or that socialism can
be ochieved without political demecracy,
or through wndemocratic means, or in
short in any way other than the conscious
octive participation of the people them-
selves in the building of the mew social
order, The YSL orients toward the work=-
ing class, as the class which is capoble of
leading society to the establishment uf
socialism.

—From the Constitution of the YSI:



AFTER EIGHT YEARS, THE PAY-OFF

TITO vs. HUNGARY'S REVOLUTION

By HAL DRAPER

Besides everything else, revolutions are acid tests. The Hungarian
Revolution puts all politics to the proof.

One of the things tested is the meaning of “Titoism.” Yesterday
this was a moot theoretical question on the nature of Stalinism and
national-Stalinism, Today it can mean the life and death of a revolution.

Yesteryear we Independent Socialists, who took a “hard” attitude
on the essential identity of Tito-Btalinism and Moscow Stalinists with

respect to their social systems, had
very little company on this even
among socialists, not to speak of
Stalinoids. But the march toward
socialist democracy which so many
~glaimed to see under Tito has now
been going on for cight years. Eight
wyears in the hectic life of a revelution
3s equivalent to a geologic era.

Some time or other, conclusions will
.have to be drawn by those who, not long
ago, were busy convin_ging themselves
that every new declaration about democ-
racy and decentralization from Belgrade
was'a great new contribution to socialist
thought; some of them even after the
-purging of Djilas and Dedijer for dar-
ing to propose some Teal steps teward
political freedom.

Ninety pereent of the apparent.“anti-
Stalinism” of the Tito regime wvanished
Fike false-whiskers in proportion as Mos-
cow softened its hostility. This does not
change the nationalist content of Tite-
-Btalinism which distinguishes it from
~Moseow and which has had consequences
of its own within the framework of the
system. But it has meaning for the hopes
.of thosge people who looked to the same
~“democratization-from-above” by Bel-
~grade that others later looked to by
Khrushchev,

Today there is one and only one full-
fledged and undiminished “cult of the
Jndividual” in Eastern Burope: not_in
“Russia, where it has not yet come back
JAn its one-man-one-god form, and cer-
tainly not in any of the precarious satel-
dite regimes, but only in Tito-Yugoslavia.

After eight years, and after all of the
“gtapg toward” which were supposed to
be tokens of democracy (“do you want
everyvthing to change overnight"?),
there is today under Tito not a single,
solitary, lone channel of opposition, for
any worker in Yugoslavia, against the
will of the ruling bureaucracy. This de-
fines undiluted totalitarianism.

Mow this fact is. capped by Tifo's line-
wp at the side of the Russians in open sup-
port of the bloody suppression of the
Hungarian Revolution,

This did not come from a clear blue

sky., Alveady in reaction to the Poznan
revolt, the Belgrade regime had reviled
the Polish freedom fizhters as “reaction-
ary and destruective.”

The outbreak of the Polish upsurge
in Qetober caught Tito out on a limb, As
it happened, as a result of Tito"s sudden

and mysterious sojourn with Khrush-
chev & Co. at Yalta, Eisenhower had re-
marked that Russian designs on Yugo-
slavia were “not adeguately appreciated
or defended against” by Belgrade, It
was Washington's way of issuing a polite
warning, The Yugoslavs reacted in their
press with vehement and indignant de-
fense of the purity of intentions of their
Mosgeow friends.

While they were still registering in-
dignant postures (at the “slander"
against Moscow, not themselves) Khru-
shehev mobilized troops in Poland and
publicly shook the mailed fist at the
Gomulka regime.

It is fairly clear now that ot least one
of the things agreed on at the Yalta con-

fab was the assignmenf of a sub-empire
to Tito within the Stalinist sphere. Yugo-
slavia was to be the regional boss for the
Balkans—Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary and
(as soon as it could be breught info line)
probably Albania. In exchonge, Tite was
to use his influence to keep the satellite
system in line for Mescow, with hands off
Poland, Czechoslovakia, East Germany.

The leaders of the first three Balkan
satellites had made their pilgrimages to
Belgrade and done their salaams by the
time the erises broke out. Indeed, Gero
of Hungary had just come back to Bud-
apest on October 23 when the revolution
purﬁt in his face. Kadar, at Gero's side
m Belgrade, fulsomely praised the Yugo-
slav “application of Marxism" and prom-
ised to apply in Hungary what he had
learned.

Thus Tito tried to help them cover
their regime with his nationalist pres-
tize; but it was too late.

At the same time, while stormy mass
actions went on in Poland, Tito's press
kept silent, until it heaved a big sigh of
relief and hailed the stabilization of the
Gomulka regime.

[Turn to lost pagal

‘Economic

The news out of almost all of the East-
ern European satellites has recently in-
cluded references to plans for institut-

-ing “factory ceuncils” and “decentrali-

zation” on the Yugoslav model, as one of
the steps being taken to placate diseon-
tent and avoid the crises that have burst
out in Hungary and-Poland. In the two
latter countries, such programmatic
planks have especially been stressed by
the “Titoist” regimes of Gomulka and
Nagy.

This #rend hos been called “economijc
Titoism." Sometimes it is used to include
also the ease-up on Stalinist collegtiviza-
tion ond the squeere on the peasantry
which has been enforced by the Stalinist
crisis.

The turn of the Stalinist puppets in
thiz direction serves to illustrate also
the real content that these measures had
in Tito's Yugoslavia itself. There the
regime was forced reluctantly to turn
in this direction when it was shaking
under pressure from the 1848 break
with Moscow, and had to consolidate
mass support at home as against the
Kremlin,

The necessity was-to pull back on
grandiose industrialization projects and
sconomie schemes which could only have
been possible by intensifying exploita-
tion of the workers, to stop inflation, re-
duce the vastly inflated government bu-
reaucracy, and dress this forced econom-
ie retreat up with new theories about
“decentralization” and “economic demo-

.cratization.” In part also, such meas-

ures stemmed from a real desire to

" Im eontrast with the reaction of the
f:’tu regime, we con point lo an interest-
‘Siig article by Milovan Djilag which was
#mblished by the Tribune de Geneve
“(Switzerlond) on October 23—hence
awritten garlier, of course, apparently
‘after the Poznan revolt and the rehabili-
fation of Gomulka in Poland and the
Fall of Rakosi in Hungary.
“Djilas is the former Yugoslav CP
dey who, with his friend Dedijer, was
purged from all posts and power when
e dared to propose real steps toward
“démoeratization of political life. He 18
still allowed to publish articles abroad,
g a journalist,

“Diilag specifically counterposes his ex-
sedtation of new freedom movements like
Fornan a8 againat the false expectations
‘of democratization from above by the
satellite leaders. He writes, referring to
ihe steps taken by Moscow which appear
o grant move leeway to the satellites:

+That -does not mean that Moscow aims
=t real independence for the satellites,
mor :that Russia herself is becoming
democratic, but only that Moscow, in col-
daboration with the satellite govern-
mments, is seeking to re-tie together and
#armonize their respective economies.

‘They would like to create a unified
gegion and economic bloec; in Eastern

~ Djilas on Poland and Hungary

.Europe as in Russia, the Communist bu-

reaucracy wants to reinforce itself in
order to maintain its totalitarian power.

Personally, I do not believe that it will

.succeed in doing so. I recognize that it

would be naive to believe that the
changes already made can divorce East

Europe from Moscow. However, it is not
foolhardy to hope that, such as they are, -

the present changes are creating the

‘neceszary conditions for real changes.

Under the apparent modifications, a
more significant phenomenon is already
taking shape. Movements are surging up
which seek independence and liberty.

The Poznan revolt, the open criticisms
formulated against the government by the

.Budapest intellectuals, the agitation among

the youth of Prague are the visible symp-
toms of a development toward true free-

Mom.

The aim ef the so-called demogratiza-

tion undertaken by the Communist lead-

ers is, at one and the same time, to iry to
decapitate any rising for freedem, and to

consolidate the Communist bureaucracy

on the economic and political. fields.
But I do not believe they will succeed.
The individuality of the captive coun-

Aries, always alive among the people, has
shown ftself running through the Com-
munists themselves.

Titoism ' in th
slough off some of the excesses of Stalin-
ism . which had been mechanically im-
posed from Moscow,

Thus real and important changes were
invelved, but not the kind of change which
was touted: namely, the introduction of
democracy from above. The idea that de-
mocracy could be injected into the fac-
tories through these forms, while the po-
litical life of the country was firmly kept
in a one-party totalitorian vise, was a
deception.

This deception was openly explained
—in clear enough language to anyone
willing to understand—by the Titoist
leaders themselves when, this past June,
Edvard Kardelj undertook to expound
in Prevde the meaning of “economic
Titoismn.”

Kardelj is the No. 2 man in Belgrade,
He was writing: in -Pravds of June 2, in
the context of the new amity between
the two dictatorships, to assure the Rus-

Satellites

sians that the Tito regime has not devi-
ated in principle from the same Stalinist
system which still prevails in ' Moscow.

Above all, he was assuring them that
the “democratization” of which the
Yugoslav national-Stalinists boast was
kept securely within the bounds of the
one-party state by the ability of the un-
challengeable ruling party to control
any abortive efforts to make unauthoriz-
ed use of the theoretical rights.

Note alse that he specifically admits
that the very term "decentralization” is
a deception. This is something of a rude
slap in the face for those dupes of Tito-
ism who have made so much of this well-
publicized "decentralization” as if it reai-
ly existed.

The title of Kardelj's article in Pravda
was “On the Leading Role of the League
of Communists of ~ Yugosglavia [the
Titoist CP] in the Socialist Structure.”
Italics are added for emphasis,

KARDELJ ON THE 'DECENTRALIZATION' FAKE

“...our party placed as the main task
before itself and before all of society the
struggle against bureaucracy. . . . The
chief weapon and political instrument in
this struggle was the effort to broaden
the mass basis ‘of the ewecutive function
of power in general and of executive
power in the sphere of economic adminis-
tration in particular, In other words, a
course was taken toward the decentrali-
zation and democratization of the execn-
“tive function of power in general, and
particularly in the administration. of the
-national economy. In line with this orien-
‘tation, a system of workers' councils,
~communes, and various agencies of self-
government . . . developed; the system of
administrative agencies was abolished
and the state administrative apparatus
-was drastically reduced, and the role of
-the people’s assemblies and people’s com-
-mittees was strengthened. *

“This does not mean, of course, that
we Yugoslav Communists are in favor
of the wtomization and breaking down of
soctety into isolated, decentralized areas.
++ +» The precess which we call decentral-
ization, « name which does not veflect
“tg- true nature, does not thevefore in-
volve the abolition of centralized fumne-
tions which are necessary in a contemp-
orary socialist society, but it does lead to
their democratization.

““Thus the purpose of the whole re-
organization has been to ensure, through
‘the transfer of a whole series of execu-
tive functions from a single state execu-
tive apparatus to numerous agencies of
self-povernment of the working peaple
... direct control and direet influence of
‘workers over production and over the
“implementation of decisions and tasks in
‘all spheres of social life, above all, in
the realm of the national economy.

“Despite all this, however, it ig astill
clear that the decisive facter in the end
is the guiding aetivity of the conscious
forces of socialism, first of «all” the
League of Communists of Yugoslovia
and the Socialist Alliance of Working
People. This activity is essential both in

.which direct

the wmolding of socialist consciousness
and in the sfruggle for constani socialist
progress, in the struggle to overcome
static fendencies, distortions due to hab-
it, obsolete views, ideological survivals
of the past, inertig, ete., not 4o mention
the struggle against the emergence of
antisociglist elements.

“The actual power...is vested in nu-

‘merous agencies of popular government

of many different types, such as work-
ers' councils, people’s committees, coun-
cils of people’s committees, large com-
mittees and councils of self-government
institutions and various
public services.... ;
“Thus the Communist Party of Yugo-
slavia, which had changed itz name #n
the new circumstances to the League of
Communists  of Yugoeslavia precisely in
order to emphasize by this change a new
phase in the development of socialist re-

“lations and in the social role of Commu-

nigts, was able to ensure the siccess of
a specific political course only if the
Communists eoncentrated first of all on
persuading the broad magses of the work-
ing people through organization of the
Socialist Alliance of Working People and
of the numerous ‘agencies of self-gov-
ernment. ... The League of Communists
of Yugoslovia turned toward the masses
on the entire front of sociehist constric-
tion and gocial life, in an effort to ensure,
firat by the method of political wctivity
among -the masses and within their or-
ganizations, that their representatives #a

‘the agencies of popular self-government

would adopt socialist decisions. ... Since

the organizations comprising the Social

ist Alliance of Working People are net

‘monolithic in the ideological sense—it is

united only by a joint and common at-
tachment to socialism—it is clear that
various nonsocializt views and opinions
break out there. The task of the Com-
munists in this respeet it to expose the

true nature of such wviews to the masses

and to struggle to eliminate them. It

~happens only rarely that the activities of

the Communists in these cases are mot
successful. ...

CanoR ACTION )




ovembor 11958

4

aFa

-

.!'ugr!ﬁﬁ

" Marvels of Morality in the Middle East

Mostly About Macheth, Marlon Brando, Mayor Wagner and Other Moral Men

By PHILIP COBEN

As everybody knows, the ruling passion of all Western statesmen
i3 international morality. The greatest world good that can be envi-
sioned by newspaper editorialists is international morality. It is get-
ting so that a respectable government cannot shoot down a colonial
resistance nowadays without thinking up reasons to prove how ineffably
moral it is to do so, and how beneficial to the colonials (or their heirs)

to boot.

For just a blessed little while the
other week, we had something of a
respite from this sticky stuff,

James Reston of the N. Y. Times, for
exaniple, who also reported that Eisen-
hower had used some naughty language
when first apprised of the Israeli attack
on Egypt, was himself stirred to unusual
invective. Britain and France, he wrote
in an editorial column November 4, “fol-
low policies as cynical as anything seen
in the Atlantic community since Cham-
berlain and Daladier.”

" But cussing the allies got our moral

people in Washington nowhere, and obout
the same time secand thoughts began in-
truding. Since the horrid deed wos done,
why not use it? .

Walter Lippmann, the N. Y. Herald
Tribune's thinker, set it down as follows
on November 2:

“What, taking the situation as we now
find it, is the American interest? In the
first place, to refrain from moral judg-
ment."”

This, as you see, is a refreshing note.
The Russians must have read it with in-
terest, for the next day they hurled

MARVELS OF MORALITY IN INDIA:

Nehru's Infamy

Among the casualties of the Hungarian Revolution is the Nehru myth—the
image of Nehru as the idealistic, moralistic, ]mnmmtar:an_. broad-visioned rstatesman
of peace, Now this international morality-spouter has knifed the Hungarian people
{ir the back while the Russians have been bludgeoning them,

Before and affer one remark on November 10 (not before!) regretting the Russian
intervention in Hungary, this alleged disciple of Gandhi and his foreign-policy spnk--s-
man have been making speeches expounding whole sections of the Russian line on their
crime: it is @ “civil conflict,”” it is just an “internal matter,”” Russia and the Hungarian
quislings must be allowed to settle the quarre! by themselves, etc. And then India voted
in the UN. against asking the withdrawal of Russian troops. o

. There are not many Americans, to be sure, that can afford to wax indignant

geainst Nehru's hypocrisy in’ condoning

the Russian bntchery with silence while

properly denouncing the Western ageoression on Egypt. In part, the_‘[_.‘. 8. press’
acrimony against Nehru has been a cover for whitewashing the British-French-

Israeli attack in the Middle East.

An espeeially’ unsavory case in point is the N. Y. Post. This model organ of im-
périalist liberalism begins a Nov. 13 editorial on “Nehru, Hungary and Egypt” with
denunciation of Nehru’s course as ‘‘shocking and disheariening” and gets around,
pefore its close, to painting the Middle East attack as simply “counter-measures

against Nasser’s expansionist crusade.”

In fact, by the time it's through, Nehru is being denounced not for condoning
Russian barbarism in Hungary but for speaking up on the crime committed by the
Post’'s heroes, This is the mirror-image of the Russians’ present exercise in justify-
ing their bloodbath in Hungary with references to Egypt's national rights,

All of these people with blood on their hands are trying to wipe them off on the

other fellow.
And Nehru?

HOLDING HANDS WITH THE RUSSIAN ASSASSINS

All through the Hungarian Revolution, Nehru refused to comment on what Rus-

sia was doing.

On Nov. 5, the N. Y. Times reported “az remark by V. K. Krishna Menon
[Nehru's foreign-pelicy spokesman]. Asked by a newspaperman for comment on
Hungary, Mr. Menon snapped that he was not traveling to that country. He then
boarded a plane for New York where the cases of both. Egypt and Hungary are on.

the United Nations agenda.”

- But Nehru did do one thing: he sent a note straight to Bulganin; in return the
Russian premier had no trouble assuring Nehru that Mosecow was doing i.t:; best to
restore “peace and order” in Hungary, that the intervention was only against coun-
ter-revolutionists, etc. In a speech in India Nehru passed on Bulganin’s version in

detail without questioning it publicly!

At a meeting of the National Committee of Nehru's governing Congress party,
“A pesolution speeifically denouncing the Soviet attack was introduced. Not one of
about 230 members voted for it. The party whips saw to that. A weaker official reso-
lution was introduced, calling for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Hun-
gary, Egypt and other countries and denouncing military pacts.” (N. Y. Times, Nov.

12.)

Several days after the attack on Budapest, Nehru had no scruples about again
assuring Bulganin that he thought Russia was a leader in the fight for “peace.”

In the UN, India abstained on meotions such as the one to investigate the Hungarian
sifuotion. But pn Friday, Nov. 10, Krithna Menon outdid himself in the UN debote. These
are the infamous words in which Nehru's mouthpiece spoke of what Russian troops were
doing in butchering a whale people fighting for freedom: - )

First he intimated that “the sovereignty of states” forbade UN concern in the
Hungarian matter. Then he werit on to expound Bulganin’s assurances to his leader:
“Qaviet troops are fo be withdrawn from Budapest as soon &s order is restored”—

those classic words.

Krishina Menon continued: “In agreement with Yugoslavia, Poland and other
countries, who ave very near to Hungary und whose problems, though not identical,
are of a similar character, we think we should not do things here merely oul of
gimotion or other reactions or out of our political predilections, forgetling the inter-
ests of- the Hungarian people and of the Hungarian stafe” (Italics added.)

This is the language of a cynical international scoundrel, not o whit better than
the oily speeches of Eden as he pretended ta invade Egypt in order to keep fhe peace.

Nehru ig following this vile course as a leader of the “One-and-a-Half Camp,”
the neutralists, who want to held on to the coattails of both war camps, to reconcile
them. His own “political predileetion” is to butter up Russia, at this time, and it is
only a nuisance if Hungarian bleod is Aowing.

While Nehru keeps silent about the'crime of Hungary, will Nehru's many vocal
admirers and syeephants keep silent about this despicable depravity of their little

“great man"?

200,000 men at Budapest. ... No, pardon
the mistake, that's a different subject,
and let's: get back to the Middle East.
Of this part of the world, Lippmann
shows how to go about refraining from
moral judgment:

“The Franco-British action will he
judged by the outcome—in the first in-
stance whether the military objectives
are achieved in a reasonable time and at
not to great a cost. If they are not a-
chieved, the decision will have been a
gigantic blunder which may well have
catastrophie consequences. The Ameri-
ean interest, though we have dissented
from the decision itself, is that France
and Great Britain should now succeed.
However much we may wish they had
not started, we cannot now wish that
they should fail.”

We have now listened to two very
hardheaded men, no gushing deo-gooders
they. France and Britain are cynmical ag-
gressors, but they are OUR cynical ag-
gressors. As moral people, we are op-
posed to their committing @ erime, but as
good Americans we are in favor of their
committing the crime successfully.

IS THIS A DAGGER?

Inspired by similar talk in London, the
Times correspondent Drew Middleton
wired November 4: “From the stand-
point of Prime Mimster Sir Anthony
Eden the watchword is from Macbeth:
‘If it were donme when ’tis done, then
*twere well it were done quickly.””

As we all know, this reference is to a
dastardly murder, oh most foul deed.

As this same London correspondent
(who, by the way, is still incapable of
referring to the British Labor Party
without dripping venom off his typewrit-
er) had written three days before:

“The (overnment is convinced that
this, unpopularity [of the Egyptian ad-
venture] will evaporate when it is. seen
that intervention works, that the policy
goals will be achieved and that a catas-
trophie war with an Arab coalition head-
ed by President Nasser will be avoided.”

This is a splendid tribute to the prag-
mati¢ morality of the British people
from a rveporter who is accustomed to
depict Aneurin Bevan as simply a dem-
agogue. ... .

A good portion of the British people,
it actually turned out, were demonstrat-
ing in the street against the policy that.
was se sure to- “work"—obviously be-
caunse of a deplorable lack of the proper-
senseof morality. .

As to what the proper conception of-
morality is, mo definition surpasses that
given November 5 by the London Daily
Express, whose firm support for free
enterprise and empire is solidly founded
on the moral grandeur of the British:
imperial idea. 1

The Paily Exzpress said in defense of
the action in Egypt and in defiance of
the TUN"s chiding:

"The United Moations has ne authorify.
UN commands ne respect anywhere....

"All UN can do is to poss resolutions.
When these are directed ot Britain, they
have no moral force and should be freat-
ed with contempt.”

It follows from this that when UN
decisions are directed against enemies
of Britain (or fill in your own favorite
country), they are lofty and unselfish
crusades for noble and exalted ends.

MORAL TITAN _

To prove just how lofty all this is,
Winston Churchill himself was trundled
out of his library where he sat industri-
ously writing a moral history of Britain;
he was blown up with a bieyele pump
and allowed to leak out the following
communication to the people as he en-
dersed the waylaying of Egypt:

“The British eonnection with the Mid-
dle East is a long and honorable one.

Many of the states there owe their origin -

and independence to us.”

If incorporated into his eurrent pro-
ject om the History of the English-
Speaking People, a statement like this
can delight whole generations of histori-
ans as 4 classie example of the whopping
lie, Thus best sellers are made.

If, however we turn from moral giants
like Churchill to detestably cynical
people like Reston, we find the lattef ex-

plaining that “The explanation of the
rift between Washington and the other
allies, however, poes back a long way.
The British feel strongly that théir na-
tional survival as a major power de-
pends on the maintenance of their posi-

tion and their oil receipts in the Middle -

East.” (Times, November 1.)

But.mo ome should think that Restons
s s0 softheaded as to put muech store byv
such details. He exhibited no editoriak
qualms when he reported this week that,
morality—shmorality, “this is a goodk
day to declare an armistice on any mere
recriminations within the Western alli-
ance."

What was so good about this day¥
“The bitter recriminations of ten days
ago against the British and French,
therefore, have been tempered, if not re—
moved, by the Soviet Union's brutal as-
sault on Hungary and its open threat
of foree in Egypt.”

Let all good men. therefore, quit bick=
ering obout the British-French-Israeli bru-
tal asscult on Egypt in order to denounce
the godless borbarism of the Russians®
brutal assault on Hungary.

TRIPLETALKING

When it comes to morality, the Israelt
lenders and their Zionist friends are be-
hind no one. As Norman Thomas once
remarked about the Israeli regimeé’s
treatment of the Arabs of Palestine:
like the Puritans, “first they fell on their
knees and then they fell on the aborigi-
nes.” .

As everybody knows, the modern pop-
ular archetype of sneaky diplomacy is
the behavior of the Japanese envoys to-
the U. 8. while their compatriots were
loosing bombs on Pear! Harbor. As it
happened, at the moment when the Tek
Aviv radio was announcing the attacle
on Egypt, Ambassador Abba Eban -was"
assuring State Department officials im
Washington that the Israeli mobilization
was “purely defensive.” We may or may.
not want to assume that Eban, who is
very good at moral speeches, was or was
not put wise by his government. But it
doesn’t matter in the least, because he
is & patriot and a diplomat, and as the
amoral pun goes, a diplomat is a mam
who lies abroad for his eountry.

Eban, however, is an apprentice aoffer
all. The master has been doing his stuff-
this past week. In a bewildering succes—
sion of statements, as Eisenhower twisted
his arm, Prime Minister Ben-Gurion has:
been expertly tripletalking on. whether or,
not Israel intends to defy the UN: orders
and grab whole gobs of Egypt anyway. In
his speech to-the Knesset, Ben-Gurion even
denied that they had invaded any Egypt-
ian territory! .

Here in New York, a fellow traveler,
Mayor Wagner, in-the midst of his cam-
paign for the Senate, bethought  himself
of an especially moral way of defending’
and justifying the Israeli attack om
Egypt. “He likened the situation to the-
invasion of Mexico in 1916 when United
States troops were in pursuit of the out-
law Pancho Villa.” {N. Y. Times, Nov.
5.) Since then, an American Jewish Con-'
gress official has done the same, in grue-
some detail, in a letter to the Tines.

This is most astonighing. The incur-—
sion into Mexico was one of the dirty,
little episodes in which American im-
perialism blackjacked its southern neigh-!
bor. But what makes it astonishing is.
not simply this fact, but rather that not”
even Marlon Brando could convince these
people of Villa's bonafides. '
~ The analogy reminds one that Zionists
have a habit of justifying Israel’s atro-’
cjous treatment of its Arab minority by’
referring Americans to the concentra-
tion-camp treatment of the Japanese-
Americans in World War 1. On the
other hand, in Japan Eban's colleagues.
would have Pear] Harbor itself at their
disposal. _ T

Moral people need never lack for spit—
able precedents, when. it comes to such:
things. The British, French and Israeli
professere of ethies have a whole world
at their disposal. And in their spare
time they can always fil] in by denoune--
ing the moral horrors of the alleged.
“Boalshevik” principle that “the end
justifies the means.”



| ({Continved from poge 1}
| ing his usual impenetrable vagueness pn
I°  exactly what policies he would propose,
nevertheless ereated a clear impression
‘ that he leaned toward intervention in
some way or other. Eisenhower stated
flatly that America was not going to pet
mixed up in this war.

. This was enough, and more than
enough, to offset whatever impact
Stevenson may have had on the “peace
wvote,” with his opposition to continued
H-bomb tests. This was the single “beld"”
or “creative” proposal put forth by the
candidate who substituted wvague talk
about *“boldness” and “creativity” for
a political program ineorporating any
of these qualities in its concrete propos-
als. But his H-bomb-test position was an
isolated, belated political jab which was
in'no way supplemented by an alterna-
tive foreign policy for the United States
which would have given it a real con-
text, a real meaning.
| . One of the notable aspects of this cam-
paign was the way in which the labor

. g o

- Tito vs, — —

} ‘IContinued from page 6]

With the outbreak of the Hungarian
Revolution, the Titoist regime showed
the jitters apenly, as reported in numer-
ous press dispatches. On the second day
of the revolution, “one prominent Yugo-
| slav” told a Times correspondent that
' unlike the Poles, “Hungarian labor lack-
i ed a revolutionary tradition” (this of

» only country outside Russia that had
# Soviet republic after the First World
War!) and indicated “defmite nervous-
néss.”

On October 27 the Titoist organ Kom-
mmunist, while Russian troops were shell-
ing Budapest, found occasion to write of
the ever more friendly relations with
Russia and the progressive democratic

. and socialist, changes that_had been tak-
FoampT place ‘there since Stalin’s death

- N, Y. Herald Tribune, Qct. 28).

On Oehlﬂlr 29 Tito took the wnusual
step of publicly addressing o letter to the
mew Hungarion Communist leadership,
which was ‘carrying en the anti-Russian
rebellion, appealing to them to end their
#ight. There can be no doubt that this was
direct payment to the Russlans for the

' Yalta deal.

In addition the Yugoslav press was
openly expressing its feéar—on the eve
of the massive Russian assault of Novem-
| | ber 3 on the victorious revolution—that
Nagy was going too far in granting free-
dom to “different political and other
groups,” i.e., in breaking the totalitarian
[~ framework (N. Y. Times, Nov. 3.)

In the ‘Nov. 4-Pravda editorial herald-
ing the ﬂssau]t. it was Tito's Borba that
was cited, in order to make clear that
" the action had Tito's OK.

5 .And when the Russians wunleashed
‘their all-out blow, the Tito regime en-
‘dorsed the repression as a mecessity,
ithough & regrettable one. It did this
drst: by endorsing the new quisling Kad-'
aat regime, though for the better part of

.- +fhe week the Yugoslav press did not

|" even reveal that new Russian forees had

mttacked Budapest. In the UN, the Yu-

i ,;guuslav representative has opposed ab-

satained on, or qualified his way out of,
sany action to help Hungary.

Yet Tito may not get his pound of flesh

3 from his Russian friends. For no matter

| .* how stounchly he upholds the Kremlin's

| .iron gountlet, the very existence of no-

#ional-Stalinism is a disease that rots the

‘Russian power.

There are reports and signs of a re-
erudescence of strength, or at least con-
tinued factional struggle, by the “hard”
Stalinist group of the Kremlin. The
wolves may tear themselves apart,

If Moscow succeeds in stabilizing and
quieting East Europe, with Tito's aid,
then they will be in position to take care
of Tito in any cese. The “hards"” may
be arguing that this should be done now
in order to stabilize East Europe.

' Meanwhile Tito has postponed for a
year the gquadrennial eongress of his
ruling party, which is due now. This is

+ miot done because everything is under
<control.

The future ahead for both Tito-Stalin-

" ism &nd Moscow- Stalinism is one of rev-

tlutmnm uphenval.

movement poured its resources into the
struggle, There can be no doubt that
many a Republican candidate failed to
ride into office on Eisenhower's coattails
only becouse of the electeral activity of
the unions. "

The most striking example is Detroit,
where the labor-endorsed candidates took
all six congressional contests, all seven
posts in the State Senate, and 36 out of
38 in the State Assembly. In Detroit,
also, Stevenson piled up a majority of
180,000 over Eisenhower, an increase of
14,000 over 19562, despite the fact thaj
Eisenhower swept DMichigan by over
300,000 votes. .

LABOR'S WORK

The Detroit example was not dupli-
cated everywhere, Far from it

In city after city, traditional Demo-
cratie majorities were whittled down, in
the presidential column at least, or éven
reversed. This relates to a trend which
was clearly visible back in 1952: a grow-
ing disintegration of the traditional big-
city Democratic machines.

In Detroit the labor movement’s polit-
ical apparatus has taken'over the Demo-
cratie Party lock, stock and barrel, and
infused as much of a new content in it
as is possible, given the genera) politics
of the labor movement. In other ecities,
where labor still regards dtself not as
the Democratic Party, but rather as its
ally, it was unable to offset the effects
of this disintegration.

The full story of labor's participation
in this election will only become clear
as detailed analyses are made of the
elections on a local basis, There iz some
evidenee at hand, even at this early date,
however, which indicates that the or-
ganizational unity of the labor movement
has yet to result in a real political unifi-
cation. This may account for Republican
victories in a number of cases in which,
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given the general pattern of the election,
labor might have been expected to carry
the day for the Demoerats.

In Ohio, for instance, the state AFL
endorsed C. W. O'Neill, the Republican
who won the gubernatorial election,
while the state CIO backed Michael V.
DiSalle, the Democrat who lost. The II-
linois Federation of Labor endorsed
Governor William G. Stratton for re-
election, while the Illinois CIQ Counecil
“took no public stand for either” Strat-
ton or his Democratic opponent Austin.
Veiled references in the laber press in-
dicate that similar conflicts took place
elsewhere.

THEY WON WHAT?

While the laber leadership are congra#-
wlating themselves on their success in

. getting "their" candidates elected in the

face of the Eisenhower landslide, they
admit that the total effect of the election
will be to return o Congress which will
reflect and represent the interests of the
working pecple of this country ne mere
than the last one did.

Thus, the post-election issue of the
Alf‘L-ClO News begins one of ifts arti-
cles:

“The 85th Congress will be a carbon
copy of the 84th both in terms of party
control and political outlook.” And
George Meany, in a eclassic understate-
ment, said after the election: “While the
86th Congress will not be predominantly
liberal, we now have renewed hope for
accomplishing this objective in 1958.”

- The blunt truth of the matter, how-
ever, is that far from being “predomin-
antly liberal,” the Congress will be pre-
dominantly conservative, with Southern
Democrats heading the committees as
usual. This is the pay-off on labor’s her-
culean services for the Demoeratic
Party: even when they win, they get the
minimum possible out of their victory

UN and Mideast——

IContinved from page 1)
Was disgruntlement against London and
Paris worth the death of NATO, and with
it the open and complete collapse of all
American policy? Obviously nof for these
people who had nothing te replace the
corpse with.

Eisenhower hegan backwatering. This
was indieated in his Nov. 7 speech when
he conceded the “manifest right” of
Britain and ance “to take such deci-
sions and action” even though the U. S.
might “dissent.”

It became a disagreement to be
smoothed over, But how?

The N.Y. Times' James Reston, as
often, had already expounded the change
that was taking place in a Nov. 4 dis-
patch headlined “Capital Softens Mideast
Position.” The administration, he com-
municated, is “modifying its original
tendency to think in terms of punishing
the Israelis, thinking about the oppor-
tunities pﬁwidad by the military develop-
ments rather than about the differences
of the past, and subordinating its griev-
ances with Britain, France and Israel”
(Boldface added.)

“REALISM" L

A Times editorial the next day was
practically an unofficial release from
State Department circles:

We don't like how affairs have been
handled in the Middle East but “it is
only realistic tb make the best of them.”
Our concern must be “to achieve the re-
sults for which we all should hope.”
“The gquestions of right or wrong . . .
are, of course, enormously important”
for history but “what they have done
cannot now be undone.” As Churchill
said, “the test” is in the results. And the
editorial winds up with the call for “sav-
ing the Suez Canal from the capricious
hands of a hostile dictator.”

The way to smooth over the little spat
had already been indicated by British
and French spokesmen themselves. Both
of these countries knew in advance that
an attack on Egypt, if successful, would
not end their problem but only begin it:
how to hold on to the canal permanently
in the face of the united hatred of the
whole Middle East with the exception of
their catspaw Israel. The idea was to
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turn the canal, once conquered, over to
a UN front.

UN intervention can therefore mean
either one of two things: (1) ousting the
aggressors from the scene of their crime,
and turning sovereignty back to Egypt,
or (2) stepping in to do the imperialisis’
dirty work for them.

There is a very simple test to find out
which of these it will be: Will all foreign
troops be immediately cleared off Egyp-
tian-controlled territory and full Egyp-
tian sovereignty over Suez restored en-
tire? or will some “compromise” be im-
posed on Egypt which will mean foreing
through some version of the imperialists’
previous plans to grab the canal back?

There is no doubt that Washington is
hoping that Egypt can be maneuvered or
blackjacked into some such ecapitulation
behind the cover of a UN “police force,”
This would solve its problem: how to
give its noble NATQ allies what they
want, and still pose as champion of jus-
tice and peace.

There are three factors which militate
against the success of this strategy:

(1) The revulsion in the world against
the attack, spearheaded by the British
Labor movement inside England itself,
and naturally powerful in the whole of
the uncommitted world of Asia and Af-
rica. A sellout of Egypt in this next
stage will put the U. S, into the same
pillory as the attackers themselves.

(2) Russia’s threats—of sending “vol-
unteers” and so forth—through which
it is trying to utilize the Western erime
in order to advance its own totalitarian
imperialist interests in the region.

{3) The unlikelihood that Nasser ecan
accept any kind of capitulation, however
sweetened, without being: discredited at
home and in the Arab world, irremedi-
ably.

But if Egvpt is freed of the aggreasion,
then the whole episode becomes an his-
toric fiasco for the West of parganivan
proportions,

The U.S. is between the frying-pan
and the fire, There is an easy way out,
of course—cut loose from all imperialist
interests and defend justice for oppressed
peoples ‘everywhere—but this is the one
thing that is impossible for the leader of
the capitalist imperialist world. -

for the people they représent

Aside from Eisenhower’s victory, a
significant factor in the election was a
marked swing of Negro voters away
from the Demoeratic tickgt, Although
full reports on this are also lacking, it
appears that the swing was strongest
among Negro voters in the South, and
less strong in the North, where the
identification of interest between Negroes
and the labor movement is greater,

Negroes whe voted for Eisenhower did
so for the same reasons as their white
fellow citizens, aond for the additional
reason that the Democratic Party in the
South represents the strongest and most
fanatical racist elements in the country.
Those who switched thelr votes to Eisen-
hower did so not because they have be- '
come more conservative than in the past,
but because they sought the most effecs
tive method they know of #o register a
protest against the Democratic sell-cut
of thelr interests,

Senator Humphrey is reported to
have said, after the election, that the
Demoerats “are digging their own grave

by inaction on civil rights,” That this

patented phony should have waited till
after the elections to pronounce himself
on this issue is typical of him and his
ilk, and his convictions on the question
will remain firm up till the exact moment
when he thinks he can derive a personal
advantage by abandoning them,

To be taken more seriously is the lead
article in the AFL-CIO News for Novems-
ber 10 by assistant Editor Willard Shel-
ton who writes:

“With Eisenhower’s second consecutive
eracking of the Solid South—including
actual Southern gains over 1952—the
national Democratic Party presumably
will be driven to ask itself whether it
can safely base itself on the South,

“Northern and Western liberals will
be compelled to ask whether the burden
of carrying Southern Dixiecrat commit-
tee chairman such as Sens. Harry Byrd
(D-Va.) and James 0. Eastland (D=
Miss.) and Reps. Howard Smith (D-Va.)
and Graham Barden (D-N, C.) is not
an intolerable handieap.”

It is not just that the labor-liberals had
“an intolerable handicap' on the isiue of
civil rights by their. alliance with the
Southern Democrats. They have been and
will eontinue o be handicapped on every
important economic and sociol isswe as
long as they are willing to subordinate
their own interests and program to those
of the conservative wing of the party.

MISSED OPPORTUNITY

We do not contend that the country,
or even the working class, is pressing
for drastic alterations in the socio-eco-
nomic structure, and that their desires
have been thwarted by the lack of al-
ternatives offered them in this election,
The Negroes are the only group who
have demonstrated that they are willing
to fight here and now for a radical
change in their circumstances. The elec-
tion demonstrates that there has been
a swing away from the hysteria of 1952,
a year in which the most reactionary
elements in the country were setting the
tone with their “twenty years of trea-
son”—a year in which the witchhunt
and the cry of “anti-Communism” weye
a transparent cloak for the drive against
civil liberties, all liberal ideas, and the
labor movement itself,

The general mood today'is one of rel-
ative complacency in the midst of the
economic boom, relief at the slowing
down of the cold war, and at the reces-
sion into the distance of the danger of
World War III.

But the continued backing of the Dem-
eeratic Party by a majority of the
people shows that they have not swallow-
ed the idea that this prosperity iz guar-
anteed, and that they can rtest their po-
litical fate in the hands of big business
and its most direct political representa- .
tives,

The tragedy of labor's policy in" this
election is not that it failed to win the
presidency, nor even that its ‘“vietory™
in Congress can only return the-eoun-
try to the tender mercies of the Dixie-
GOP coalition. More important is the
tragedy of one more missed opportunity
in educating and training and giving a
clear programmatic and organizational
leadership to the basically healthy and
Pprogressive sentiments which the elee-
tion showed remain so strong in a ma-
jority of the population.
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