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Mass Treason Trial Staged

For "Apartheid” Opponents

By CYNTHIA-SPEARE

As the bombs and bullets of racists
wrack our awakening Southland, while
black-skinned bodies lie strewn in streets
of Port Said, another great erime is be-
ing perpetrated in the community of
Johannesburg, South Africa,

This:crime . is clothed in the name -of
“justice.,” One hundred and fifty-six men
and women are standing trial on the
charge of treason—for in- South Africa,
the mere advocacy of racial equality. is
equivalent to “treason!”

This strocity began in the month of

De¢ember, when one hundred and . fifty- _

three educators,-elergymen, writers, and
labor.and political leaders-were arrested
in. pre-dawn- raids, They were. whisked
away—some -even -from : hospital beds,

=and: mﬁmt@;nﬂimth&abandomnt.of
. infants. and children—+to -waiting planes

by police, while stheir -homes -were ran-
sacked:and personal: documents' seized.
The scle charge ogainst these people
was that they had been among 4,000 dele-
gates to a Congress.of the People in June,

1955, which had - proclaimed: a ringing:

Charter of Freedom, proposing the aboli-
tion of Apartheld. (racial segregation],
and popular. contrel of industry, banks,
and - other socially -necessary
This .charter has been construed by the
prosecution as a coll for viclence and
subversion, constituting freason—a crime
punishable by. death under South African
law.

Among the defendents are-Alan Paton,
noted author of Cry, The Beloved Coun-
try:. Prof. Z. K. Matthews, principal of
Fort Hare University for. Africans; Mrs.
Marion = Bunting; editor of New Age:
Leslie Messina, secretary of the South

services.

African Congress of Trade Unions, and
many other intellectuals and libertarians
of international repute.

On the first day of preliminary hear-
ings, the courtroom was stormed by Afri-
cans who stood six deep around the
doors and hung at the windows. In the
streets, police dispersed crowds with
clubs and tear gas, finally opening fire
with Sten guns, injuring over two dozen
demonstrators!

The stage for wholesale repression of
resistance to enslavement was set in this
nation of eleven million Negroids and #wo
million whites, shortly after the close of
the Second World War, under the Malan
regime. which proclaimed that it would

"under mo circumstances entertain the

ideg of'giving lld!l.lhh‘uﬂvc or-executive
¥ %o .

or_legisiative powers over’ Evrapeany
‘Hom-whifus.” If then proceeded fo inaugi-
rate a system of taxation favoring or tof-
ally excluding whites, and pluclng the
heaviest levies upon the native popula-
tion; it declared support of the South
Africa Act of 1910, decresing that all
members of Parliament must be of Euro-
peon descent, and barring Africans from
voting (with the exception of the Cape,
where the fronchise was granted to a
haondful of mon-whites able to meet rigid
property qualifications),

The enforcement of this political poli-
¢y climaxed a whole series of legislation
designed by Boer and British invaders
in the 1910's, to subjugate the African
people to economic servility. Such in-
nocuous -statues as the Native Land Act,
has rendered Africans propertyless, in=
ducing cheap migratory farm.labor, and
providing reserves of catch-penny min-
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Aftermath of the Elections

The Struggle for Democratic Party Control

By SAM TAYLOR

The attempt of Northern and Western
Democrats to set up a National Advis-
ory Committee through which they
would have a co-equal, if not decisive
voice in the running of their party as
apposed to the conservative Congression-
al leadership has finally come to the mid-
dle, of the road—a meaningless compro-
mise between Senator Lyndon Johnson
and the liberal leadership.

The National Advisory Committee is
being quietly buried beneath the accolade
of compromise and public assurances
that the differences of last week and last
month were merely “misinterpretations”
between two groups united in a common
outlook.

The dispute which developed is a dim
shadow of the real differences in inter-
ests that exist between sections of the
Democratic Party. The Northern Iabor
section, the most progressive group in
the American party structure, and the

Southern section, containing some of the
most reactionary elements in American

‘polities.

While the opulence of American capital-
ism provides o solvent for o grect many
of the social conflicts in #his country, it
“cannot move fast enough or for enough to
blunt the pressure of Hn Negro people for
full equality.

Therefore it is on the civil rights ques-
tion that the dispute breaks out in its
sharpest form. But the differences are
wider and more fundamental than eivil
rights, for they line up in oppesition to
the conservative Lyndon Johnson-Sam
Rayburn bloe (the Texas Twins), far
more diverse elements than those who
areé being pressured to move on civil
righta.

After the November election, the dis-
pute broke out over leadership of the
Democratic Party. Stevenzon's defeat
and the election of a2 Democratic Con-
gress in the face of the lopsided Eisen-

TIME IS RUNNING OUT

The Kadar puppet regime in Hungary is moving toward full-scale
counter-revolutionary terror in a desperate attempt to finally crush
the resistance of the Hungarian people to its rule..

' This was made clear when the regime announced a whole new
series of “crimes” for which the death penalty can be meted out by its
summary courts. The new decree prescribes the death penalty for the
“erime’” of damaging or conspiring to damage public utilities or other
plants declared indispensable by the government. All establishments
hiring over 100 workers are considered “indispensable.” Such acts as
illegal intrusion, loitering, or any other action which interferes with
work in such plants, or inciting others to “damage” plants in this way
fall within the meaning of the decree. It also ineludes such crimes as
conspiracy or revolt against the government.

Wide-scale arrests of present or former leaders of Workers Coun-
cils continue to be announced from Budapest. The decrees do not apply
only to acts committed since they were promulgated, but have been
exterided retroactively to acts committed in earlier stages of the revo-
tution. Thus the Kadar regime is going back on the promises of leniency

opposition to it at an earlier stage.

Reports from Hungary indicate that although active mass resis--|
tance appears to be on the wane, workers in one plant after another |
go on strike and demonstrate against the terror; so that the reorgan-
ized storm troopers of the regime, backed by Russian tanks, have to
be called out to quell “disturbances.”

A bitter joke is going the rounds in Budapest. “Only two forms
of intervention can help Hungary,” they say, “one natural, the other
miraculous. The natural thing would be that god would help us; the
miracle that we would be helped by the United Nations.”

It would appear that they are not far from wrong. An additional
“intervention” could help them: support from the labor and socialist
movements of Europe and the rest of the world. So far it can be said
that the Hungarian revolution has done far more to help these move-
ments than they have done to help it. Time in which this imbalance
can be redressed is rapidly running out.

“and amnesty with-which it setight to-induce the workers fo- ‘eease: active :Fes

hower majority was all that was neces-
sary for Lyndon Johnson to put forth his
claim. Adlai Stevenson was more or less
eliminated since it is extremely unlikely
that he will be nominated for a third
time,

Three days after the election, Senator
Johnson held a press conference in which
he stoted that he was glad that the peo-
ple hod endorsed his policy of "respon-
sible opposition” by reelecting o Demo-
cratic Congress. "We are a good ond rea-
sonable group of men werking for the
good of the country without parties, la-
bels or cliques.”

When asked whether the Democrats
would offer a legislative program of
their own Johnson replied, “No, we'll
wait for the president. We'H support him
when he's right and oppose him when
he's wrong.”

Senator Johnson’s press conference
was almost a direct answer to the open-
ing gun of the Northern liberal attack

on his congressional leadership: The day
before Johnson's meeting with the press,
Senator John Kennedy in a speech .in
Worcester, Mass,, blamed the loss of
many votes on the compromises on eivil
rights, and forecast continuing and in-
creasing bitterness between the North-
ern and Southern wings of the Demo-
cratic Party in the coming session of
Congress,

The struggle for party leadership seem-
ed to have been joined. Senator Johnson
privately circulated o memorondum ana-
tyzing the election in which he claimed
that the 1954 ond 1956 Congressional
elections vindicated his approach, while
the Adlai Stevenson methed of campaign-
ing hod been #ried twice and it falled.
Stevenson's campaign tectics were de-
uribed os "the endless search for parti-
san 'issues’ and on effort to find grounds
on which to oppose the Republican Party.”

The Johnson-Rayburn concept of lead-

(Tura fo last gﬂ;.}



l'M Twe

= - - ——

LA l OR ACTION

LOND'DN LETTER

By OWEN ROBERTS
London, Jan. 11
It teok Sir Anthony Eden thirty-two
years to climb the tough and twisting
path which ultimately led him to Num-
_ber Ten Downing Street and the job of
British Prime Minister. Having made
the ascent he managed to stay perched
"on his lofty pinnacle for exactly 645
'i!aye;——and then came the swift drop into
litical obscurity and the crashing pen-
‘alty of failure. Officially Eden’s resigna-
“Yion was on health grounds, and four
"doctors provided the high worded medi-
cal excuse for his action. But, ill though
‘Eden may be, everybody in Britain
'knows that the medical certificates weve
‘but another piece of paper to cover up
‘the cracks in the Tory Party and that
in reality Eden was pushed over the
preupice of resignation during the scuf-
fle which has been ruffiing the hair of
‘members of the Tory Cabinet for many
*months past.

LINE UP OF FACTIONS

" “UThe line-up of the opposing factions
within the Tory Camp were reported in
“Ligor AcTION last October together with
“an outline of their attitudes. Om one
slﬂe in a pro-Eden faction, there was
‘ranged Harold Macmillan, then chancel-
lor of the exchequer; Lord Salisbury,
Tory leader of the House of Lords; and
‘Sélwyn Lloyd, the foreign secretary. On
the oppesite side, in an anti-Eden fac-
tion, stood R. A. Butler, chancellor -of
thé exchequer from 1951 till 1955, Sir
“Walter Monckton, minister of defense;
Pater Thorneycroft,
Baard of Trade, and several others,

The -pro-Eden faction favered a strong
finge against Egypt over the Suezx Canal
preblem and generally supported the
tougher economic policies introduced by
‘Mdcmillan: after he took over the job of
chancellor of the exchequer from Butler.
Thé anti-Eden faction were in faver of an
eagier policy on Suu—primurilv because
efthe economic repercussions of a tough
fine—ond: were generally: in.opposition fo
#he economic. policies followed by Mac-
millan and supported by the pro-Eden fae-
tion,

It was the clash between these two op-
posing groups, coupled with its echoes
throughout the Tory Party, which fin-
ally led to Eden’s resignation. The medi-
¢al worries about his bile duct were a
secondary factor to the political wor-
ries about biliousness of his Cabinet col-
leapues.

Although the choice of a new prime
minister is, in British constitutional
laniguage, a royal prevogative, the sove-
reign only makes a choice after consul-
tations with politicians—and then choses
g man who can command a majority in
the House of Commons. The choice of
Hgrold Macmillan as the new prime
minister, coupled with the peliticians
chesen by the Queen for consultation,
indicate that Eden was kicked out by
his own faetion, He was axed by his own
supporters in the Cabinet because, at
the eritical moment in the Suez war, he
went soft and pulled out the British
forces from Egypt.

CHURCHILL AND SALISBURY

{, Two men were called to Buckingham
Palace for consultation before the Queen
selected the new prime minister. One
was Sir Winston Churehill, now only an
ordinary Tory baek bench member of
Parliament, and the other was Lord Sal-
isbury. There is little doubt that it was

Labor Action FORUM

president of the

Salisbury who decided on Eden’s succes-
sor. This belief is strengthened by the
fact that on Monday, three days before
the announcement of Eden's resignation
and before the doctors had even made
their diagnosis which provided the official
excuse for Eden’s quitting, Lord Salis-
bury went down to Sandringham and
paid a visit on the Queen. Ever since the
days of Elizabeth the First, when the
first earl of Salisbury acted as adviser
to the soversign, the head of the Ceceil
family has made and broke British poli-
ticians, The present Lord Salisbury, and
head of the Cecil family, is proving no
exception ton that rule,

Lord Salisbury, as a member of Mle pro-
Eden foction, plumped for Macmillan be-
cause he is the man in the Cabinet pre-
poared to carry en where Eden left off
after his feet got cold. Butler, who hod
taken over Eden's job as prime minister
while the letter holidayed in Jamaica, was
passed over because he was too soft and
because the hard core of the "Suez Group”
of the Tory Party (whe fover an extreme
imperialistic line in the Middle East) had
indicated that BuHer would be complete-
ly unocceptoble to them as a prime min-
ister. Thus the pro-Eden faction within
the Cabinet have secured a victory at
the expense of Eden himself.

Maemillan haz wvet to form his new
cabinet, and when he does its composi-
tion will reveal just how deep the pres-
ent cleavage within the Tovy Party
goes. If Butler, and some of his more
prominent followers, are handed out re-
sponsible government posts it can be
taken to indicate that the rift is now
narrowing and Macmillan hopes that it
can be patched @p. If, on the other hand,
Macmillan cold-shoulders Butler and his
associates, and either gives them no
posts or only minor ones, it would seem
to indicate that the division is deep and
it is only a matter of time before fur-
ther upsets occur. But, whatever the
composition of Maemillan's Cabinet,
there will certainly be no change of
course in the government's policies as a
whole. Macmillan has been installed pre-
cisely because he will continue to steer
the same course—only with more determ-
ination and courage than that shown by
the ex-captain Eden who has been push-
ed overboard because his hand became
unsteady when the call to battle stations
was sounded by the Tory right-wing.

MIDDLE CLASS SUPPORT

Although Maemillan will be able to
carry with him the right-wing Tory
members of Parliament there is little
doubt that his elevation to the job of
prime minister will further antagonise
the middle eclass supporters of the Tory
Party who, while perhaps not playing
an active part within the Party itself,
are an extremely important part of its
voting strength at election times. As
previous despatches from London have
indicated, the middle class supporters of
the Tory Party have been growing more
and more antagonistic to the poleies pur-
sued by the government during the past
twelve months or o, Maemillan, as
chancellor of the exchequer during this
period, is considersd by many middle
class Tory supporters to be the man pri-
marily responsible for the economic poli-
cies which have caused them so much dis-
comfort in contrast to the easier time
they had during the four years when
Butler was in charge of the Treasury.
Now that Maemillan is prime minister
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the disgruntled members of the middle
class will be even more inclined to with-
draw support from the Tory Party, on
a temporary basis as a mark of discon-
tent with current economic policies.

This factor will undoubtedly influence,
and. probably has already done so, Tory
thoughts obout o general election. Al-
most as soon as he wos installed as prime
minister, Macmillan told reporters that
there would be no general election. He
added that, if there were an election, the
Tories weuld win it; but in saying this he
must have been awaore that he was making
a statment which ranked only second to
the statement that Eden resigned because
of poor heaith. The plain fact is that ai-
most everybody in Britain now believes
that o general election should be held as
soon as possible. Even the Tory rank ond
filers express such an oponion in the be-
lief that their Party would come out taps.
But the decision rests with the govern-
ment—and they are more realistic than
their supporters outside of Parliament
and realize that were any election $o be
held in the neor future the Labor Party
would be swept back into office.

LABOR'S CHANCE

But, although the final decision on the
date of a general eleciton rests ultimate-
Iy with the government, public opinion
can do a great deal to influence such a
decision. This is partieularly true at
this moment of time when Macmillan will
he doing all he can to restore confidence
in the British government in the eyes
of the remainder of the world—some-
thing he cannot do if a large section of
the British public itself is loudly de-

Eden’s Fall Helps Labor Party Left Wing

manding a chance to choose a new gov-
ernment.

Before the Labor Party within the
next few months there stands the job
of building up a mass feeling against the
government and constantly pushing for-
ward the demand for a general election.
The signs are that the Labor Party in-
tends to do just this—as evidenced by
demands for a general election by Party
Leader Hugh Gaitskell, Deputy Leader
Jim Griffiths, and the vice chairman of
the National Executive, Tom Driberg, all
within & few hours after Eden’s resig-
nation was made public. Every member
of Eden’s povernment, the Labor spokes-
men have said, bear equal responsibility
for events of the past year—therefore
they must all follow Eden’s example and
get out.

Whether - the. Labor Party can put on
sufficient pressure to force a general elec-
tion is open to speculation. But even if
it connot the campaign it wages will help
to.strengthen the Labor Party Hself and
%o increase the militant feeling which has
been developing within the Party in re-
cent months. At such times, when the
Farty is on the attack, the situation with-
in the Party always swings in favor of
the left-wing aond the aoMitude of the
Porty as o whole invariably shifts over
several degrees to the left.

With the Tory -povernment at sixes
and sevens and losing an important sec-
tion of its supporters; with the demand
for a general election growing among
the public and the prospect of big anti:
Tgry campaigns by the Labor Party, the
wind seems set fair for Britain’s Lahor
left wing.

In the Middle of Prosperity
'The Economic Squeeze Continues

By JACK WILSON

In all the dazzling economic forecasts
for the year 1957, there is a tendency
either to overlook or else to underplay
the real story of convulsions and costs
that occur in this peried of so-called
prosperity.

It may be surprising, for example, to
learn that even if the auto industry
achieves its 1957 goals, the state of
Michigan will still have an average of
170,000
vear. If the industry doesn’t quite make
it—and its figures usually are too opti-
mistic, as we pointed out last week—
Michigan faces the prospect of an aver-
age of 200,000 unemployed workers in
what is being called the greatest year
in American economy.

The prediction of high unemployment
in Michigan came from the annual re-
port of Max Hortom, director of the
Michigan Employment Security Commis-
sion, and is based on estimates turned in
by over 2200 Michizan employers.

This signifies that large areas of
Michigan will be “distressed labor areas”
all year. Manufacturing employment in
Michigan averages around 1,074,000
compared to its peak of 1,220,000 in 1953.

While detailed statistics aren't awvail-
able on another aspect of the true state
of the economy, the many empty factor-
ieg in the Detroit area testify to the
trend that the N. Y, Times reports on
January 2 under the head, “Small Busi-
ness Has Big Troubles,”

Hundreds of small vendors and auto-
parts suppliers have been forced out of
business. Two car manufacturers will be
lucky if they last out the year: Ameri-
can Motors and Studebaker-Packard.
Either Chrysler gets back into the Big
Three (it is there by courtesy only now)
or else it is in serious trouble,

What this means in employment is
shown by the foct that aute workers now
number an average of &40,000 yeorly,
compared fo 850,000 in 1953, The social
cost ond hardship in this process of
squeezing out +the small manufocturer
hardly needs elaborating.

The apprehension felt was put by
Prof. Harold D. Wess, a marketing ex-
pert: “If and when small business dis-

__‘appears from our midst, then our free-

unemployed workers for the-

enterprize system will be no more. T use
‘when' because [ fear that unless ap-
propriate action is taken, it is possible
that small business will no longer be
present...keeping our economic gys-
tem healthy and dynamie.”

Since the auto industry, as an example,
has shronk from 150 separate manu-
facturers of 50 years ago to five today—
and soon to three—it can be stated with
confidence that this important sector of
American capitalism is doing its part as
a gravedigger of “free enterprise.”

In this swiftly changing economic pie-
ture, the limitations of trade-unionism
as such to cope with the problems be-
comes ' increasingly apparent, and pain-
fully so to the workers. For the addi-
tional cost of the impact of automation
is bound to accelerate the fundamental
process of conecentration of wealth and
development of monopoly in industry.
Only General Motors, Ford and to some
extent Chrysler can afford the cost of
automabion which is necessary for them
to survive.

How this works out has already been
i"l:lstl‘ated in another industry and its
union,

In 1947, average employment in the
coal-mining industry was 419,000, and
the average miner produced 6.42 tons of,
coal 4 day. Today employment is around
225,000 and the production per man per
ton of coal a day is 10.5. In terms of this
fabulous inerease in productivity, the
gains of the coal-miners umion seem
picayune indeed, especially when one re-
members that half of the coal miners
are permanently unemployed, or dis-
placed, and don’t share in the gzains.

This trend doesn't show uwp as clearly
and quickly in the aute industry, nor of-
fect the UAW as forcibly, since automa-
fion is just beginning to moke its impact
felt ond it is cushionéd by defense orders.

As for the TAW, most of its member-
ship is mnon-automotive now, with aijr-
craft increasingly dominant in the over-
all picture. Michigan, as the automotive
center, does however feel this trend, as
the unemployment figures show., Thus
the UAW in Michigan continues more
or less along its traditional limes, while
elsewhere it resembles more the rest of
the labor movement.
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Interview With Two Participants

In the Hungarian

Revolution

“I WANTED FREEDOM”

By ROSZA PIROS

These past several days we have

Vienna, Dec, 3.1
been interviewing Hungarian refugees

whao recently fled here from the Russian repression in their own country. All

the refugees interviewed were agreed
Hungarian Revolution.

(1) The revolution was triggered
were joined by workers.

(2) The revolution merged the so-
cial-revolutionary and national-inde-
pendence aspirations. The revolution-
ary aspect was evidenced by the work-
ers who seized power in the factories
through the workers' councils, which
were composed of clected representa-
tives [rom the industrial, office and
technical workers for each factory.
The struggle for national indepen-
dence against Russian domination
united almost the entire Hungarian
people, including the Hungarian
army, the Communist youth, and for-
mer conservative and reactionary ele-
ments as well as the workers, stu-
dents and peasants.

(3) Contrary to the Communist news-
paper reports the dominating forces of
the revolution were not the former Her-
thy reactionaries or fascists but the stu-
dents and workers.

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY

{(4) The Hungarian people did not
wish to replace the Russian dictatorship
with a reactionary Horthy or fascist re-
gime; they desired freedom and democ-
racy independent of both West and East
bloes.

Some firsthand impressions of the
Hungarian revolufion c¢an be gained
from a couple of interviews which we
give below from our notes. We cannot
give the names but the first, Mr. X, was
a young engineering student, and the
second, Miss Y, was a worker in a heavy-
industry plant, both in Budapest.

Q—Where did you study in Budapest?

A—1] was a student at the Budapest
Technical Institute.

Q—Did you take part in the October
revolution?

A—TYes; in fact, the students at the
Technical Institute started the first dem-
onstration on Oect. 23.

Q—Could -you tell us exactly what
happened on QOct. 237
& A__The Technical Institute students,
soon joined by other students, marched
silently to the Bem and Petofi statues
which commemorate the heroces of the
Hungarian Revelution of 1848. We were
joined by the workers as the factories
let out, The students and workers togeth-
er marched to the Parliament, where the
silence was broken by the crowd shouting
for more freedom and for Imre Nagy as
prime.minister. A government minister

on the following points regarding the

off by demonstrations of students who

F .2 b

Thiz account from Vienna is sent by a
friend of ours who is now troveling in
Europe. She is o Hungarian-American
who conducted the conversations with
the Hungavian refugees in their ouwn
language —ED

b T F 4

made a speech which did not quiet the
crowd, Then Imre Nagy spoke to us, but
he did not satisfy the erowd either, for
he told us to go home and everything
will be all right. The erowd wanted more
than that, but it did disband,

IT WAS CHAOS

Q—What was the most ungorgettable
aspect of the révolution to you personal-
Iy?

A—The demonstration the next day by
the students and workers in front of Parl-
iament. | will never forget it. We were
waving the Hungarian tricolors and yelling
our demands when suddenly mochine guns
cpened fire on the crowd from the fop of
the Agricultural Ministry building. The
man next o me was killed. | ran for shel-
ter and so did everyone else. It was chaes.
| found a place to hide from. the shooting
in o doorway. Then the four Russian tanks
which were sitting in the square joined
the Hungarian Revolution; they hoisted
the MHungorion #ricolors over the tanks
and turned their heavy guns on the Hun-
garian secret police in the Agricultural
Ministry building. Many people were kill-
ed in the battle, perhaps 600. | finally
made it home sofely when the shooting
quieted down,

Q—Why do you think the Hungarians
revolted?

A—We wanted freedom.

Q—What social zystem did the Hun-
garian people want?

A—The revolution included almost the
entire Hungarian people of different po-
litical beliefs, radieal and reactionary.
The workers and students were dom-
inant, and it is eertain that the Hunga-
rian people would never go back to capi-
talism,

L

TALK WITH A WORKER

Q—What kind of job did you have in
Budapest?

A—T was a worker, for the past sev-
eral years, in the——plant, a heavy-in-
dustry factory.

Q—Were you g member of a trade
union?

A—] was a member of the Iron and
Steel Workers Union.

=

'Normon Thomas Leon Dennen
'| Williom-Kemsley Dr. Harry W. Laidler
i Community Church (35th St..and Park Ave.)

- HUNGARY:
THE REVOLUTION AND THE AFTERMATH

Speakers -

ANNA KETHLY

Friday, January 25th — 8:00 P.M. — 50¢

Sponsors:-Soclalist Party; Social Democratic Federation;: League for Industrial
Democracy; Woerkers Defense League; Post War World Council

Q— What did the union do for the
workers in your plant?

A—Although it_was voluntary, most
workers belonged to the union. Union
membership entitled us to free transpor=
tation in Budapest and to cheap vaca-
tions. The union also worked to improve
the safety and health conditions in the
plant. Tt could not do too much for us,
however, for it was dominated by the
Communist party and the state. We
could not strike. o .

Q—Would you tell us what happened
on Oct. 23 in Budapest?

A—First, | must say that conditions for
several months prior to October had been
improving. In fact, the government hod
even Issued some passports for travel to
the West. It was this relaxafion that made
possible the demonstrations which started
the revelution. When | got off my shift the

students had clready been joined by many

workers and were demonstrating in front
of the Parliament, waving the red, white
and green banners without the red star.
This demonstration was obvieusly spon-
taneous, unlike the Moy Doy parades
which were compulsory for us. The demon-
strotions confinued the next day. When
the ‘shooting began, the revolution was
reaily on. | don't know who fired the first
shot,

Q—Who led the revolution?

A—There was no leaders;
spontaneous.

ALL BACKED REVOLT

Q—Who supported the revolution?

A—Al]l Hungariang except the seeret
police. The workers and young people
were most active; -

Q—What did the Hungarian army do?

A—Initially the soldiers were not
permitted outside their military posts.
However, they smuggled out weapons
and ammunition to the people, Later the
army joined the people,

Q@—What part did Cardinal Midszenty
play in the revolution?

A—A minor one that was overplayed
by the press.

Q—Do you think that the cardinal
would have become active in Hungarian
politics, perhaps a prime minister?

A—No, never. The Hungarian people
would not accept him or any other cardi-
nal as prime minister. He is a poor pol-
itician, anyway. The Hungarian people
were almost unanimous in wanting Imre
Nagy as prime minister; he is beloved
by the people.

Q—What part did the old Horthy-
Esterhaszy conservative and reactionary
elements play in the revolution?

A—Many ‘of this group left Hungary
between 1946 and 1948 when the Russions
permitied some emigration 4o Western
Europe. Those who remained had no power
and there was no evidence that they were
important in the revelution, '

WORKERS COUNCILS

Q—What type of social syztem did the
Hungarian people want?

A—The people hated the Russian die-
tatorship, which had reduced them to a
standard of living. lower than -before
World War II, but they did not want to
replace it with Western capitalism. In
each factory workers’ councils were
formed. These councils included repre-
sentatives from the factory workers, the
office workers and the technical workers,
The workers’ councils fired all manage-
ment officials who did not sympathize
with the revolution. In many cases the
management went with the revelution,
The workers wanted to opetate the fac-
tories through their councils under pub-
lic - ownership. The people also wanted
to be able to have tiny private shops
which could employ perhaps three or
four persons. The people wanted freedom
and demoeracy, not Communism oy capi-
talism. They did not want to go back to
the Horthy regime.

Q—What was it like during the days
when the revolutionists were in eontrol?
[Just before Nev. 4.—ED.] '

itwas

A—People worked very hard and will- -

must leave or Hungary will be completes
ly destroyed, ]

A

ingly. They felt that it was a mii‘aﬁﬁlﬂ
that the Russians were leaving, e

Q—Why didn't the people give u};
their arms as Imre Nagy and the gov-
ernment requested? |

A—The people love Nagy but would
neot give up their weapons until the Rus-
sians were out of Hungary. i

DID RUSSIANS JOIN? )

Q—Do you know if any Russian sold-
iers joined the revolution? "

A—Yes. It is definitely true that Rusa
sion soldiers joined us. The Russian army
has a real demoralixation problem. S'OI_IP

Russian soldiers had been told that-‘they
had come to fight fascists in Berlin while
cothers though if was Egypt. They soon
learned it wos o people’s revolution. "
was easy to spesk with them, for most of
us young people had been forced to learm
Russian: Many of the Rassian soldiers were
friendly to us, and many of us gave -them
bread which they needed -badiy. You
might be interested in two incidents cone
cerning the Russions, One: My stepbrother
met some Russian officers in the pubijg
baths ond be -spoke Russion with #heni,
They told him that the conditions in-Rus~
sia were worse thon in- Hungary and -fhe
Russion people would revolt if they gof
a chance. Two:" A friend of mine saWv a
Russian soldier shot right on the spot: for
talking with a Hungarian boy, The Russian
officer who shot the soldier was immedi=
ately killed by the gunfire from a Russian
tank which was standing nearby. Thé Rus-
sion tank jeined the freedom fighters:: |
Q—Did the Hungarians want ‘or exs
vect any outside help after the Russian.
siege of Novy, 47 H
A—The Hungarians definitely wanted
aid, including military assistance, .but
we did not really expect. much. '

I SHALL NEVER FORGET il

Q—Did you participate in the women’s
demonstration to the grave of the Un-
known Soldier?

A—Yes. It was a magnificent thing tg
behold; I shall never forget it. Thous
sands of women silently paraded right
in front of Russian armaored cars, ©On
of the armored cars blocked. off a Et)eez
on, our route, 50 L:acted.as a guide giving
dirveetions -to  the demonstrators togo
aground.the block. o

Q—What do you think will happen in
Hungary now? ¥

A—l1 don't know, but the Russians

vl
Q—Do you believe the Hungarians

could have achieved their zoals peaces

fully?
A—T don't know,
Q—Do you believe the bloodshed was
worth it? -~
A—Yes, Our courageous revolution has
shown the whole world what Communism
is, and we have stopped it. Communis#
Party members everywhere must now
know what Communism is. A
Q—What do you think of Kadar?
A—XKadar is a broken man and a tooll
of the Russians. i
' @—Would you tell us why you persens
ally decieded to leave your home in Biids
apest? S
A—T wanted freedom. I did not wank
to fear that when the doorbell rang it
might be the secret police. Many yoiing
people were deported to Russia. Sdme,
were just taken out of food queues #nd
taken away. I know of one boy who died
on the way to Russia. I was afraid that
if T made an error in my work they
would say it was on purpose and deport
me. d
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LABOR ACTION

Statement by a Minority of the
<~ Jewish Labor Bund in Israel

On the Government's

War on Egypt

The Road We Must Take

By J. ARTUSKY

The majority of the Bund in
Israel has decided to solidarize it-
self fwith the fait accompli of the
military action against Egypt. [
believe this position to be incorrect
(and I represent the minority
opinion of ‘the National Commit-
tee): It is especially incorrect now,
after the military victory, when a
“gobering” process has set in
among the people. They now begin
to see the dark sides of the “vic-

tory" and the great damage-it has

brought to Israel.

That the Arab cauntries threaten: the-

existence of Tsrael, that the danger is
especially sharpened by the Czech—Egyp-
tian ‘arms agreement, is and was well
Lnown tb the govermment of Ben-Gurion.
In the pn.st year a sharp debate has been
raging -on how Israel should react to

- this danger..

HERUT ISOLATED

The Herut party, which always stood
for “preventive war,” was isolated. for
a long time. In the course of the last

yea.r it,was joined by the General Zion-

ists [the conservative bourgeois party]

from 'Mapam].

Until the !qﬂ minute the lll-G'Irj“
goverament fought ageinst this pesition,
it favored not o pnvmin war but a
strmﬂnhq “of * its" - defenses.’’. . Ben-
Gurieh detlared ... all impetuous advices
for @ preventive war...are: griminal, A
war . that is not forced on us by others

will Wotisblve any of eur pidblonis even

if it should:-end in a victory for usi... °
The day before the action, Mapam,
which is & government party, came out

against it. True, the next day .when war.

became a fact, Mapam changed its posi-

tion and took its place on the side of the

* choice”—that it was

military action.’ But the fact that until
a few hours before the action Mapam

oppused it, shows how much truth there.

is in the propaganda that “We had ne
“five minutes to
izr
[Here Artusky presents quntat;ons
from Mapam and others arguing
against  preventive war, before the
action.]

What then finally swayed the Israel
fovernment to change its position, and,
in the face of its previous declarations,
start a war with Egypt, The official mot-
ivation is “to liquidate the fedayeen.”

Ne one could and no one did take this
seriously, Didn't Ben-Gurion know this
when he spoke to the Knesset two weeks
before? Didn't the fedayeen gleo come
from Jordan, Syrla and Lebonon In the
pre-war period the danger of war threat-
ened: not in the Egyption sector but in.
others! Did the war solve the fedayeen

© problem?...

FAVORABLE CONJUNCTURE

“No, it -was not the fedayeen question
that decided the government to take this
dangerous course. It was a “more im-
portant” factor: “the favorable eonjunc-
ture”—the. favorable conjuncture that
France and England had decided to re-
capture the Suez Canal and break Nas-
sér’s power. For this they needed Israel
to start the military operation in order
to give them a pretext....

Under the influence of the “favorable
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-this pesition. ..

conjuncture,” the governmenit took the
advice which it had previously rejected
as “criminal” and as coming from “fas-
cist demapgogues,” and capitulated to
Herut. Menachem Beigin triumphed.

[Artusky also discusses another point -

claimed to be a motivation for the at?

tack: the agreement signed for the

unification of the armed forces of

Epypt, Jordan and Syria; this did not

precipitate the war, he says. Given the

_rivalries among the Arab rulers, it

might never have gotten off paper, and

if it did it would take a lot of time to
put-it into effect.|

... Militarily we won the war. against
Eg‘}rpt. but did we win politically? It
seems to me ‘that there can be no gues-
tion: politically we lost the war!

First, there is the fact that we stdaried
the war. We gave almost all countries
the opportunity to label us aggressors.
We may console ourselves that anyway
“they are against us.” But they were
not against us when the state [of Israel
came into existence. The fact that 6
eountries zgainst us is a serious poli-
tical blow.... |

We gave the Arab states the oppor-
tunity to prove that they are right in
their femy of the aggressive and expan-
sionist tendencies of Isrdel. We incited
against ourselves not only the Arab
world but.the entire. Asian and African
world that now looks on us as agents of

_.colonial and imperialist powers.
and by, Achdut Avodah [the split off ~

With the military ‘action we widened
the political ond piychological gap that
separates us from the Arcb peoples. It is
ridicwlows to: believe that the military vic-
tory .brought -peace nearer. On the con-
tfary it has strengthened both the hatred

“ggainst and fear -of lsrdel. ..,

.In the éxultation over the m!lihry
v:ctnryr'l:he‘koﬂmmwt. with the enthu<

“siastic agreement of the Knesset, declar-

ed it would not permit any foreign forces
o enter its néw-acquired areas, that the
.old armistice lines no longer were valid,
and it proclaimed the captured 1513111:1
of Yitvas part of Israel....Only under
the strong pressure of the 'LTN and Eisen-
hower did the government retreat from
and declared ity willing-
ness to withdraw. ., .However, there still
exists a belief that “something” will re-
main in our hands. Special reference is
to Gaza and the island of Yitvas.

SOLVE SECURITY PROBLEM?

Of eourse, from a military point of
view, the gequisition of these areas would
be & victory. Will it solve our security
problem? Will it bring peace closer?
Will Egypt or any Arab state accept
such an aggression, or will this grab
pour oil on the flames of Arab enmity
against us?

Another point: along with Gaza we
got a sizable Arab population. According
to 1955 UN figures there are 310,000
Arabs—05,000 natives and 215,000 refu-
gees from Israel.

When, o few yeors ago, America and
England proposed that, os a price for
peace with the Arab countries, lirael ad-
mit 100-125,000 refugees, the Israel gov-
ernment categorically refused. They arg-
ued that the refugees are enemies of Isre-
el and will be a fifth column, and there-
fore cannot be admitted:

For 100,000 refugees in a peaceful man-
ner as o payment for peace, there-was no
room in Israel, For 300,000 Arabs via war,
there - will be room...that-shows  how
sincerely the lsroel gevernment sirove for
peace!...

This is only cited to show the compli-
cated problem that territorial acquisi-
tion poses for Israel.

WHAT IS WAY OUT?

We are asked, “Yes, but what is the
way out?” Can you deny that the Arab
states want to destroy us and were pre-
paring to accomplish this purpose?

No, nobody denies it. We therefore
never questioned Israel’s right to defend
itself or its preparation for defense. But
it is one thing to defend yourself when
attacked and another to initiate a- pre-
venfive war. ... Right now there 'was no
immedigte danger of war. Till Egypt

could digest the Soviet arms the Israel
army would become stronger.

It is also doubiful whether the Arab
states headed by Egvpt would have been
able to engage in a war with Israel, The
present war has shown that no war can
be localized any longer, that outside
forces are dragged in. Every war, even
the most local one, bears the danger of
becoming . another Korea, if not a world
war. It is doubtful if the big powers—for
their own reasons—would have. allowed
an Arab attack even if the Arabs were
militarily stronger. :

Until that time when the Arabs could
digest the Russian arms] great changes
could have taken place in the Arab states
in. general and in Egypt in- particular.
It is common knowledge that notwith-
standmg- their common hatred of Israel
(a hatred deepénéd by the military -at-
tack), there are serious conflicts among
the Arab stateés themselves. In addition
the Arabs are struggling not only against
Israel but against the colonial great
powers.

The case of the Suez Canal provés that
for Nasser freeing the canal from Brit-
ish and French rule was more important
than his- hatred for Israel. Otherwisé he
would not have émbarked on the Suez
conflict.

LOOKS TO NEW FORCES
It is also not decreed that Nasser will

" be dictator "of - Egypt forever, After the

overthrow of King Farouk, Egypt is go-
ing through a period of internal .social
and political ferment. New forces could
grow up and abolish the: dictator and
democratize the country. The present
war hindered .that process. ...

‘The way out. lies in-seeking.a: road te

peace with the Arab: world: We recognize .
“that peace is difficult, but wa ar;

evitable, “ond - peace is “not "impos

v+« Many serious political and pw:hlng-
ical obstacies must be .overcome. Arobs
must - accept the idea that Israel is o
historical fact that cannot be wiped: off

the mop. The hatred of Israel must be

rooted owt, os must the fear of lsrael.
This is a dificult task. I+ demands a -lot
of time ond patience, but it is the only
rood we must travel, the only road that
can assure our existence. i

This requires a definite policy by the
Israel government, a pelicy not of sharp-
ening antagonisms but of easing the re-
lations with the Arabs. It requires a
broad propaganda among the Arab
people. It requires a policy of proving
by deeds and not only by words that we
have ne expansionist tendencies; that
we are not against their freeing them-
selves from foreign imperialism. It re-
guires a democratic and equal treatment
of the Arab minority in our midst. It

-is -not I'n-._ :

~ -

r LS

Among the muny regrettable conse-
quenceg of the assault.on Egypt initiated
by the fsvael government was the fact
that a wave of pro-war feeling washed
over the country and swepl away some
political ideas which previously had not
only been common but platitudinous: in
particuler the detestation of the “‘pre-
ventive war” concept and ite implications
for Arab-Israel relations.

One of the victims was the [srael or-
ganization of the Jewish Labor Bund,
or rather dfs majority. While the inter-
national leading committee of the Bund
denounced the military attack on Egypt
(see LA Dec. 10), o majority of the
Bund group in lerael adopted a resolu-
tion which justified the attack. We are
very glad to veport, however, that the
leader of the group, Comrade J. Aitu-
sky, though in a minority, took a str oﬂg
stand against this.

In its rationale for justifying Hte at-
tack, the short majority resolution pret-
tir -miceh repeated ‘the official set of rea-
gons, It pointed to the Russian-Egyption
aring deal, ‘to the common military staff

set up by Egypt=Syria-Jordan, to- Nas-

ser's statements about being in a stale
of war, to the raids of the fedajjeen
bands; 1t asserted that “Soviet Russia
received bases in:Egypt-in ezchange; for
its military -equipwment” ; and concluded:
“As o conseguence-of the danger of. at-
tack in.prepuration by Egypt and other
countries, and" the daily: vietims that fell
on the borders, cime the-action of the
Israel army." It then wound  up with

gome gtandard, or  onee-standard, gen- .
eralizations about opposing territorial

aggression, supporting Arab nap;raewm

cafjainst tmperialiom; and’. actmy in . ae=

cord with the IUN. "
I the December: issue -of - its -monthly

. Lebensfragen, avhich. reports.the above

posgition, there is .algo o fime diseussion
article by Comrade Artusky im which. he
gives his position -on Terael's attack. We
present a pood. portion of it here, ton-
denged.—ED. ;

L =
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requires a policy that is in full contrast;
with the condubt. of the: ‘presm:ﬁ gm-ern-_
.ment., A :

. fep g Hndie
CLOSER RELATIONS 2"

The first and most orgent condition
is: earry out the decisions of the UN and
withdraw.:.. We ve to :show...that

we want no territorial aggrandizement

but only want to secure our existence.
Demand that the UN useits:moral force
to. bring about closer relations with the
Avabs that will' prepare for a real peace.

We must remember,
Bundists in Israel must remember, that
it is our fate to live among Arab peoples.
We cannot destroy them by force and
they are no longer in the stage where
they can be dominated. ‘They are our
neighbors, ... Of course, we ecamnét ca-
pitulate to them....We cannot demand

-from them that. they .capitulate to us. -

The difficult road of looking for an un-
derstanding by .mutual -compromises is
the only road....That is the road we
must take.

¥

Proposes Support
To Satellite Peoples

To the Editor:

In the past few months as the Polish
and Hungarian events have unfolded,
pointing up the major crisig of Stalinism
in attempting to hold down thése areas,
Lasor ActionN has taken what I believe
to be the correct position on aiding these
developments, in ealling for the uncondi-
tional withdrawal of NATO troops from
Western Europe independently of what
the Stalinist bloc may do. By this action
the Russians are in a pesition where
they no longer have the excuse of a
Western military force on their Eastern
Epropean borders. This not only under-
euts their base but will help in the spread
of the revolution and the possibility of a
link-up with soceialist groupings in the
West. )

The second demdnd ir calling for mass
demenstrations and -work stoppages. is
a basic minimum to at least let the Po-
lish and Hungarian masses know that
we sympathize and support them in their

strupgles against Stalinist overlordship.

Working within the framework of the
two proposals which LaBor AcCTION
raised, 1 see where am important extern-
sion could be made: a demmnd by the
socialist and Ilabor movement in this
comntry for the-offer of “political asylum
to ali Russian troops who-refuse to bear
arms or suppress the struggles of the
satellite people in their fight for inde-
pendence. This can have a far-reaching
effect upon the Soviet army, for numer-
ous reports have come out of Hunga.ry
showing where many Russians did not
have any wish to suppress the people,
where in some cases many went over to
the other side, others throwing down
their arms and seeking political asyliim
in bordering states.

Also, another demand which ean be
put forward is in calling upon' all sea-
men and longshore unions to refuse; to
load or uuload all Russisns and satellite

.ships in all U. 8. seaports as long as the

Russians remain. in Eashem Eumpe and
held the peoplé dm :
- -ROBERT Dmm_;

New York, Jmt. 1
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FIVE CENTS

Free Student Press

And Sex at Rutgers

A controversy at Rutgers Uni-
versity over the rights of the stu-
dent newspaper may well have re-
percussions” throughout the state
and in the legistature. And it all
began with ‘a discussion of sex.

Walter'M. Cummins, a senior, is.

a senior -editor of the campus
paper, the Targum (the name is
Hebrew for ‘“interpretation”), an
eighty-seven year old publication.
Last November 8th, he wrote an
editorial on““Sexual Restrictions.”
"Its ‘main point was to-ask that the uni-
versity -relax ite rules and allow women
to visit student rooms and fraternity
.. houses during specified hours (a system

in force at various staid institutions like .

Yale and Vassar).
NATURAL IMPULSES

In his piece, Cummins disclaimed any
intention of arguing for “free love -or
legalized  prostitution.” “Every now and
then,” he wroté,” students “find someone
or ones they lile and have a need to dis-
play this afféction.” And there was a

reference ‘t¢ the fact that most of Cum-

min's -‘school + acquaintances were- “not

celibates.” "But the main burden ‘of the

article was no more than a plea to allow
“the release of natural impulses through
necking."

‘When the piece appeored, the students
and faculty were semehow hostile to Cum-
mins’ style, But no one raised the issue of
his right to discuss such matters in !.hu
newspaper, And indeed, the attitude which
comes through in most of the quofes from
the Targum article is one of over-caoyness
and aon inverted puritanism. Had the criti-
cism stopped there (and been joined to
agreement with Cummins’ main point, the
liberalization of university rules)l, the
whole. affair would have simply illustrated
the usefulness of a free university press.

After a campus religious group pushed
a censure through the ten-man Targum

editorial board; Cumming himself admit-

ted that the article had beenm hastily
written, that it was open to misconstruc-
tion, ete. However, the matter appes.red
to have ended there, No one was particu-
larly shocked, and all seemed satisfied
' that nothing would come of the whole
fracas.

At the time that Cummins’ article ap-
peared, the campus was in the midst of
another controversy, and this might have
been the -cause of the quiet which pre-
vailed. Arthur Godfrey had been invited
to speak at Rutgers on air power, and
someé members of the faeulty had taken
- exception to- his appearing there._Thls
occupied the férefront of student imter-
ect, and Cumming’ discussion was more
or less forgotten. -

POWERFUL ATTACK

On January: 4th, two months affer the
. publication of the Targum editorial, the
Manitor, offieial organ of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Trenton, mounted a
powerful attack against 'Cu.unmmﬁ—-gnd
the Targume It brought charges against
the “moral standards” of Cummins, s_md
attacked the paper itself for printing
" the “offensive and shocking” article. And
then came the real pressure: "By reason
of the newly found status of Rutgers as
a state university, the mere suggestion
of the existenee of a condition of moral
laxity among students at the institution
beconres a ‘matter for thorough investiga-
tion by.Governor Meyner, the’ New- Jer-

gey State'Department of Education, the*

Legislature, and the trustees of the uni-
versity.”

Indeed, the Moanitor's article did not ap~
peor untit public heurings ontire budget-
ary -allecetiony for Rutgers were about to
begin. Some af the University regarded”
this twe-month delay and coincidental tim-'
ing o3 part of ‘en organized campuaigh te
put tHe university on the spot and to get
a maoximum amount of effect out of the
attack. At this writing, the university it-
self has been giving o portial defense of
Cummins; refusing to toke disciplinary -ac-
tion, but asserting that this kind of inci-
dent will not be allowed te happen again.
Lost week, the governor rushed into the
fray, attacking the "irresponsible article’

.and referring o Cummins as "a malad-

justed boy." Meyner reperted that he had
de ded assura -from the wniversity
that this- kind of o thing would not be
allewed to happen-again,

At the same time; the sentiment on the
Targum itself seemed to be one of fight-

‘ing against any attempt of the state, or

administration, to impose ecensorship on
the paper. H. Joseph Volz, editor in chief -
of the Targum, said, *. . . I see no reason
why faculty censorship should be im-
posed on that paper. If that happens, I
will resign on principle.”

STUDENT RIGHTS

From the fragments that appeared in
the press, it is fairly clear that Cum-
mins’ article was something less than a
good defenze of a worthy cause. But that
question has now beeome subordinate. In
almost every State University, there is
the problem of outside pressure groups
who try to dictate academic policy-and
conditions of student life. In seme cases
—the University of Wisconsin's refusal
to decharter the Labor Youth Ldwgue
after attack from Legionnaires—a- solid
defense has been made. In the situation
at Rutgers, it is not yet clear what posi-
tions the faculty, administration and edi-
torial staff will take. We can only hope
that they will defend the rights of the
student press, and oppose the attempt of
outside groups to dictate policy.

a

The Kadar repression continues in
Hungary, with the latest blow aimed at
the revolutionary Hungarian youth. It
invelves the setting up of a phony regime
“youth" front.

On January 12, the Communist Party
paper Nepszabudseg announced that a
student meeting had been “postponed for
technical reasons.” On the day befove,
eight leaders of Mefesz, the university
organization which had replaced the old
government organization, Disz, were ar-
rested. The grounds for this act was un-
doubtedly the fact that Mefesz, a week
before, had held a meeting which reiter-
ated the student demands of October 23,
1956,—the demands of the first day of
‘the Hungarian revolution!

The program of the January meeting
thus called for freedom of the press, wbe-
litien of the decth penaity, freedom to

travel in the West, importing of Western'

literature, and the restoration of the in-
dependence of the universities. Even more
significantly, the students meeting-of twe

weeks ogo ence more demanded that ln-'_

sian troeps be withdrawn from Hungary,

©  and ‘asserted the right of various. political

‘parties which eccept socialism. These de-
mands were the basis of the arrest of the
Mefesz leaders.

KADAR YOUTH FRONT

Even before the arrest, the Kadar re-
gime had begun to develop its own youth
front, At a meeting of the Provisional
Executive of Mefesz, delegates appeared
from the “Federation of Revolutionary
Young Workers,” Le. the Stalinist youth
organization. They insisted on a “revi-
sion” of the previous resolution. As a
result of their pressure (its exact nature
is undocwmented, but one is not hard
put to guess the varieties of intimidation
that were used), the Executive spoke of
the “‘spontaneous, unsystematic nature”
of the revolution and asserted that coun-

New Prop to Shore Up Selective Service

National Guardsmen to Serve Six Months

There was a new development this,
week in the attempts of the government
to deal with the crisis in Selective Serv-
ice: now-six months of active duty is to
be required of all National Guardsmen.

As Challenge has reported in the past,
the various plans of Selective Service
and the Army which were caleulated to
build the armed forees on the hasis of
volunteers have largely -failed. The
much-heralded “deal” whereby a youth
could join the Army, serve six months on
active duty, and then become a reservist
for the next seven and a half years, was

a failure, This was admitted last vear
by the secretary of the army himself.
The reason; there were not enough of
the youth who were signing up for the
plan. At the same time, as Challenge
readers will remember, the Army made
a series of admissions about Universal

Military Training, indicating that they’

would no Ionger ficht for it because they
felt that it, too, would fail

The newest development is one more’

aspect of this continuing-erisis, an at-

tempt to keep an army at full strength
in-a period in which young people have
no political or ideological motivation im-
pelling them toward the service. And at
the same time, the reduction in Selective
Service calls has percipitated still an-
other problem: as the numbers needed
drop, the average age of the draftee in-
creases. Thizs means that America's

youth are not called at the end of high'

school, at eighteen or nineteen; but they

are intérrupted in their work when they

are twenty-two or twenty-three, It has
also meant, in practice, that betfer-off
vouth, particularly those who can afford
college, can stay out of service for years,
and perhaps even escape it altogether.
{This is not to say that one wants to see

vouth in the army: but merely, that’

when a program is a fact, it should be
run democratically.)

GENERAL CRISIS

This general erisis was apparent in the
new announcement. For, in addition to
demanding the six months of service
from the Guardsmen, the order now al-
lows all between 18% and 25 years to
enter into the program. It had previously

Kadar Government Sets Up
Sham Student Organization

ter-revolutionary forces had been able
to distort it.

But even this “tamed” Executive Com-
mitteé of the Mefesz was too much for
Kadar. A new meeting was to have been
held, but it was canceled, .even as. the
youth leaders were arrested. In addition,
another regime front, the National 'Fed-
eration of the United Peasant Youth,
sent a letter to college and university
students expressing “the indignation of
juvenile workers, young intellectuals and
peasant vouth” over the resolution’ of
the Mefesz memberzship meeting, the one
which had reiterated the demands of
October. This was the ohvious prelude to
the - digsolution of the revolutionary
youth organization and the creation of
a new front. And that event was not
long in coming.

GROUP DISSOLVED

»On last Saturday, Mefesz was dissoltved,
or rather taken over, lock, stock and bar-
rell, by three Kodarist youth fronts (prob-
ubly the Revoluticnory Young Workers,
the United Peasants, ond the United Stu-

dents). This new grouping then _l‘nu» o

meeting whose main theme was . .. spposi-
tien o youth “provecatiens” cgainit the
regime! And thus it was that o temporary
end waos put to the independent orgeniza-
tions of the Hungorian youth, at least In
a legal form. But it is cleor from las?
weehs reiterotion of the revolutionary
demends -of October that the youth them-
selves continue in the same spirit that eni-
moted them for the last four months: in-
tramsigeant hostility te the regime, com-
mitment to o political program of demo-
cratic demands.

As for the new Kadar front, it should
be recognized by every socialist and dem-
ocrat as the terroristic, counter-revolu-
tionary, anti-youth fraud that it is,

been confined to youths between 17 and
1815, Thus, the government attempts to
keep a semblance of universality in its
Selective Service program. But, here
again, they will probably run up against
the general apathy of American yguth
towdrd military service. It will be inter-
esting to see whether the new order re-
sults in a drop in recruitment to the
Guard. (Parenthetically, the Guard-it-
self may be conscious of this point.“Ma-
jor General Ellard A, Walsh, president
of the National Guard Association, has
taken strong exception to the new plan,
and announced that the Association will
fight in Congress for a three-month aec-
tive duty period. That could be a sign of
worry over the recruitment problem.)

This whole situation comes back to
the initial and crucial point: that the
reduced need for service manpower has
been wrecking the universal nature of
Selective Service; and that all the volun-
teer gimmicks thus far thought up have
not attracted American youth. Ag in the
case of the UMT announcement of last
vear, the army has made it clear that
it intends to forge ahead by mean=z of
some kind of compulsion.
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(P Congress Opens Up New Perspectives -

By LUCIO LIBERTINI

Rome, January 4

The Communist Party of Italy, like the French CP but even more
8o, occupies a place which is not comparable to that of any other Com-
munist Party in the West. In the first place, it enjoys the active support
of large masses of workers; it is the first party in Italy from the point
of view of organization, the second party from the electoral point of
view. The strength of the CPI is explained by its history. It was born

not only to adhere to the Third In-
ternational at Lenin's request, but
to meet the necessity of overcom-
ing the crisis of socialism in Italy,
which was paralyzed by reformism
and maximalism. Thanks to the
work of its outstanding leader Antonio
Gramsei (who later died in a faseist
prison) the CPI defeated the extremist
and sectarian tendencies in its midst, and
rapidly took its place as the vanguard
of the working-class, establishing eclose
ties with the latter.

During the faseist and illegal period,
the CPI participated in the anti-fascist
underground more actively than any
other political current, representing the
opposition of the masses to Mussoli_ni's
regime, Its contribution to the partisan
strogzle was equally great, and about
60 per cent of the resistance organiza-
tions were dominated by it. After the
liberation, the CPI proclaimed and fol-
lowed a new policy, oriented towards the
formation of a wide front, thus succeed-
ing in absorbing large forces and captur-
ing the administration of cities, provin-
ces, co-0ps, ete, Thanks to this policy and
to skilful infiltration the CPI obtained
a close alliance with the Socialist Party.

DOUBLE NATURE OF THE CP

The 20th Congress and the crisis of
Stalinism. These events brought to light
the double nature of the party: on the
one hand the Stalinist apparatus, on the
other hand. the working-class party,
yooted in the masses:and,tied to theé so-
cialist tradition of Antonio Gramsei. Be-
cause of this fact, the movement of the
rank-and-file against the leadership was
much . stronger than in France, and
broutht about a real and deep-going
crisis in the party.

In order to keep this crisis under con-
trol, Togliatti took the initiative of de-
veloping the theses of the 20th Congress,
to the point of repudiating the theory of
the “leader-State” and of demanding a
greater independence of the Communist
Parties from Moscow. The Central Com-
mittee of the CPSU censured Togliatti,
who accepted the blame. In the follow-
ing weeks it became clear that a sharp
struggle between “Stalinists” and “anti-
Stalinists” was taking place in Moscow,
and that its outcome was uncertain.
From that moment, Togliatti’s taectic
consisted in skilfully playing a double
role by either exploiting his interview to
the review Nuovi Argumenti or his re-
cantation, according to the needs of the
moment. This tactic reached its high
point at the Congress, which was domi-
nated by ambiguity and double-dealing.

TOGLIATTI

'To understand this ambiguity, it is
necessary to analyze the three elements
present at the Congress. There was, in
the first place, Togliatti himself. His re-
port to the Congress was full of contra-
dictions, On all fundamental issues he
“naturally lined up with-the Russian posi-
tion: he approved the Russian interven-
tion in- Hungary; rejected the thesis‘that
Stali's “mistakes” were in fact, the
“mistakes" of the whole system; defend-
ed the Russian “model”; did not say &
word: about Poland.. At the same, time,
he eautiously ecriticized Moseow -and
sharply attacked the “Stalinists™ within
the party, holding forth at great length
on the:need of a renewal.

In proctice, Togllatti chose. an ombig.-

-

the week's wews, ciscusses the car-
reat problems of aber and seclafism,
gives you Information yeu can't find
anywhare she.

A sub Is only $2 a year!
g

__.___
R R

i

wous course which would enaoble him to be
on the side of whoever wins out in-Meos-
cow. He conducted himself, not as a rev-
olutionary militant, but as a high func-
tionary of the Byzantine Empire, govern-
ing one of its remote provinces. It is sig-
nificant that the intellectual Marchesi,
speaking ot the Congress to defend Stalin,
compared him to the Roman emperors,
saying thet "Stalin wos greoter then Ti-
berius, although less fortunate, since Ti-
berius' histerion was called Tacitus while
Stalin's historian is only Nikita Khrush-
chev,”

THE APPARATUS

The second element at the Congress
was the apparatus. This apparatus (the
CP has several thousand paid function-
aries) has lost its militancy and its sec-
tavianism of former years. Ninety pev
cent of the delegates were paid func-
tionaries, but they appeared tired and
distrustful. They had neither the cour-
age to dissent nor the enthusiasm to
fight: they confined themselves to occupy-
ing the trenches of the party position
with their enormous bulk. In this sense,
they were a living testimony to the crisis
of the party.

The thivd element was the opposition.
For the first time since 1943 an opposi-
tion appeared openly at a Congress of
the CPI, Its vepresentatives were few
(only 7 1o 8 per cent of the delegates),
it was not organized and it lacked both

-unity and a clear perspective. The rank-

and-file opposition (about 20 per cent’in
the provincial assemblies) was stifled,
divided, filtered and defeated beforehand.
The handful of opposition  spokesmen
who nonetheless arrived at the Congress
were themselves surprised to be there at
-ail. As it was, the oppesition manifested
itself in six interventions: Giolitti, Pres-
tipino, Bertini, Gullo, Banfi, Diaz. It is
important to note that none of these
delegates spoke as isolated individuals,
but as spokesmen for a group: Giolitti
spoke for the provincial federation of
Cuneo, Bertini for the workers of the
Galileo works in Florence, Diaz for the
minority in Liverno, Banfi for a group
of well-known intellectuals, The common
ground of the opposition was its “social-
ist” orientation, and its condemnation
of the Russian intervention in Hungary,

At the end, the oppositionists preferred
to conclude o compromise. They voted
with the majority, accepting Tagliatti's
offer of throwing out the mest prominent
Stalinists (Scoceimarre. D'Onofric, Co-
lombi, etc.) and of revising the Congress
resolutions, which have turned out to be
the most curiously contradictery dacu-
ments. The Russian interveation in Hun-
gary, for insfance, is condemned in the-
ory and approved in practice.

THE OPPOSITION

Naturally, it is easy to criticize the
conduct of the oppositionists and to ac-
cuse them of opportunism. However, I
am not of this opinion. The negative out-
come of their actiom-is not a:result of
opportunism hut-of confusion. They were
sure of: being unahle to speak at-the
Congress, and ' found themselves in a
situation which they had not foreseen,
without; co-ordination and clear perspec-
tives. Their- compromise is actually a
postponement, and:its purpose is to gain
time..

Now they are meeting and diseussing
what is to be done. They can do one.of
two things: organize -an-opposition. tend-
ency within the party or decide to break.
In the first case, they would have to face
a long struggle, which has to be condue-
ted with caution if it is to be effective.
A break, on the other hand, requires

rapid eollective decisions. The danger is.

that the leadership might use the pres-
ent stage of confusion to divide them
and beat them one by one. In this re-
spect the case of Eugenio Reale is typi-

eal: after having remained silent at the
Congress, he attacked violently and
alone, He was immediately expelled and
has put his friends who remained in the
party in a difficalt position.

The next weeks will tell how the internal
situation of the CPl will evelve. However,
| want o stress for the American readers
an important fact. There is no doubt that
the crisis of the CPl is profound and will
cost this party many wvotes. But even if
it lost a million votes, the CPl would re-
main a great mass party, follewed by a
secHon of the working-class without which
ne serious struggle for socialism can be
conducted- in-ltaly. This is why the prob-
lem of the correct orientation of the
Communist masses cannot be resolved by
dissident movements and splits,

From this consideration arizses the
need for a specific socialist tactic. If the
socialists would break sharply with the
CPI, from top to bettom, they would
destroy the unity on the rank-and-file
leve] that now exists hetween all work-
ers and peasants, and would hand them-
selves over to the bourgeoisie, like Guy
Mollet has done. On the other hand, if,
for fear of such a split, they should stop

South

IContinued from poge 1)

ers, as well as illegalizing labor organi-
zation and strikes. In addition, more
than twenty-five per cent of farms ave
dependent upon convict labor, easily ac-
cessible from farm jails which are fi-
nanced and erected by groups of farmers
with the approval and assistance of the
Department of Prisons.

In almost every industry, workers are
controled by semi-feudal methods, involv-
ing all manner of physical assault, a
code of “Pass Laws” which prevent Af-
ricans from moving freely about the
country, service contracts to employers,
curfew hours, and government supervi-
sion of rail and bus lines,

HERRENVOLK LIVE WELL

In regard to facilities, theaters, trans.
portation, schools, clinies, and so forth,
strict segregation is enforced—the pro-
visions for non-whites being notably and
grossly inferior to these for “‘Herren-
volk.”

In recent years, with the occession to
power of the Notionalist government, the
burden of oppression of the non-white
peoples has become intolerable as all at-
tempts to place their grievance before the
government have been rejected, and all
expressian of their views bronded “agito-
tion.” As a-final resort, the African Mo-
tional Congress and the South African
Indian Congress launched a "Campaign in
Defiance of Unjust Laws™ on June 26th,
1952, in emulation of Gandhi's passive re-
sistance movement of the 1930%.

In retaliation the government initiat-
ed further repressions, such as: “The
Suppression of Communism Aect,” which
gives the minister arbitrary power to
ban organizations, close down news-
papers, deport individuals, and hold sec-
ret inguiries. In a recent application of
this Act, the magistrate averred: “It is
common knowledge that one of the aims
of Communism is to break down race
barriers, and to strive for equal rights
for all sections-of the peopld, and to do
so without diserimination of race, color
or ereed,..thus, anyome -who advocates
the ending of race diserimination is a
Communist and liable to prosecution...”
It-is under- just such edicts that the cur-
rent treason trial has been promulgated.

We might ask ourselves at this point,
why the press in these United States has
refrained from giving moral and prac-
tical support to arcuse public opinion
against so obvieus an act of - political
persecution with the exception of the
Socialist publications and-a few trivial
news releases in the Post and Times,
One answer.is that such an exposé would
not serve the cause of American imper-
ialists whose industrial cerporations are
doing a thriving and. expanding business
in South Africa. To cite just a few, there
are UJ. 8. Steel and Bethlehem - Steel,
Kennecott Copper Co., Aluminum Co, of

eriticizing the errors and the crimes of
Stalinism, they would not enly weaken
their own position and stifle the critical
ferment in the Communist rank-and-file,
but would also destroy the possibility for
a socialist policy and for an advance of
the working-clazs as a whole.

SOCIALIST POLICY o

A correct socialist policy towards the
Communists requires unity on the rank-
and-file level and in action, as well as
firm and uncompromising ecriticism on
the top level on the fundamental issues,
It is necessary that the socialists should
take the initiative-of proposing the fore
mation of a new united party of the
working-clasg, and that -they -should
make clear to the Communists that the
ohstacles on this road are Stalinism and
reformism,

The Independent Socialist Union has
always defended this position, which is
now supported by the PSI (Nenni) as
well. Consequently, the possibility exists
that the zreat majority of Italian social=-
ists (all except the reformist minority
led by Savagat) will soon produce a real
alternative for the Italian working-class.

frica —

America, Industrial Nickel, Union Cay=
bide and Carbon, Eastman Kodak, Gen=
eral Motors, International Harvester,
U. 8; Rubber, Goodyear, General Elec=-
tric, General Foods, Coca Cola—and so
the list runs on into several thousands.
In 1953, the Malan Minister of Finance,
N. €. Havenga, reported that U. S.
firms owned assets in South Africa top-
ping two and one half billion dollars,
More than sixty-eight per cent of .all

gold brought into the United States .

comes from South Afried, ninety pew
cent of itz chemical grade chrome, nifie-
ty-nine per cent of its diamonds, as well
as larse quantities of wool Karakul,
naganese ore and other vaw materials.
And if doubt still remains in the minds
of any, that imperialism is not the couse
of official U. §. reticence ond even cons
donement of political persecution im
South Africa, one nced only recall the
words of John Foster Dulles on Jansary
27th, 1953, in his initial statement as
secretary of stote: "... Throughout Africa
the Communists ore trying to arouse the
native people inte revolt against the
Western Europeans who still have pelitical
control of most of Africa. |f there should
be trouble there, that would break the
contact between Europe and Africa, Afrie
ca being a large soure of raw materials,”
In 1946, the U. 8. opposed the major-
ity-supported United Nations resolutio
noting the charge of discrimination
against Indians in South Africa, and
asking the Union government to report
to the next Assembly mecting on the
steps taken to remove the grievances.
With minor variations, this has remained -
the tune played over and over again by,
the 1. 8, delegation on the South Afri-
can ' government’s ‘brutal repression :of
its mon-White peoples down through the

Years. it

INVESTMENTS, LOANS, ARMS .. Y,
Besides heing a good' investor, official - -

and business eireles in the United States =

have provided-South Afriva’s white thle — -
ing class with loans:- (particularly excess. .
sive in the 1048-49 financiz} crises),"and . =~
as .insuranc@ .. -
" against “native rebellions.’" L vy
It is"of crucial import that- Amevicam > °-
progressives and: socialists do-everything = <~
in their power to make their protésg. =
against this outrage kmown:to-the Sduth <
Africamr government;. and' to pressuré. -,
their wovernment' into -taking: a- motal -

with = military = supplies, .

stand on the mass treason: trial-niow-pro= . -

ceeding in  Johanmmesburg. In forthey

demonstration of - solidarity. with.. the -
struggle of the colonial peoples:for frge= .- o.u-

dom from foreign  domination;

against racism, contributiona  to . the S

South African Defense Fund (sponsored:

by the Movement for Coelonial Freedom ) v :'
may be sent to: Canon Collon's Be.fm‘:se-'_'_

Fund, & Amen Court; London, E, Ci'd,
England.
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The ISL vs. the "Subversive List”
The Government's Case:d

“AS MUCH SUBSTANCE AS A VACUUM”

7 b
“We continue below the excerpts from #he “Proposed
gsubmitted by the Independent Socialist
League’s .attorneys, Joseph L. Rauh Jr. and Isaae

. Gromer-in the Department of Justice hearings on the

.

“subversive: list” designation of the ISL. The first sec-
tion of this important document appeared in LABOR
Action for January 7, 1957,

As in the previous section, technical reference cita-
tions and footnotes have been omitted, and paragraph-
ing, boldface and subheads have been added to the
original text,

LY v

PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT

1
STANDARDS
1. The Government has at no time defined the stand-

arde whick the Attorney General consideved and will
gongider applicable to listings under the Executive

-

Ordere} so -that the erganizations never huve known

and-do. not now know why the Attorney General con-

--._-;_.-sé'u-:tsrsd-it lawful and reasonable, eith.er‘origim_ﬂy to
- e list them in, 1847, or toredesignate them in 1953, or to
o gontinne them on the list today.

S0 AL From the original listing in 1947 to the receipt.
of £he Statement of Grounds in 1953 the organizations
wwere given. no notice or information of the charges .

““apainst them or the reasons why the Attorney General

o listed them, let alone any hint of why the Attorney

General regarded his allegations as establishing the
validity of the categories which were made.

B. The listing as “subversive” was withdrawn on
the first day of this hearing, without explanation or
description of the standard or considerations applicable,
The organizations have not been advised of any Govern-
ment action officially recording this concession.

C. The Statement of Grounds is the statement of
vhat the Government hopes to prove; it does not and
could mot explain or justify how and why those allega-
tions would justify the listings under either of the cate-
pories which the Government permitted to remain in
the case. No genuine clarification of the Statement was
made by the Government, despite the specific and basic
questions raised by the organizations, .

‘An Evasion of the Problem

D. Throughout the hearing, neither the Government
fiok the trial examiner would state the standards which
were applicable. The most they would do is to cite the
Statement of Grounds, This is no more than an evasion
of ‘the problem of standards, as indicated in C above,

E. The Government’s Proposed Findings of Fact
evade the problem .of standards. Its introductory page
says, with as much accuracy as a truism and as much
substance as & vacuum, “The proposed findings should
be-viewed in relation to whether the organizations are
properly designated under the Federal Employee secur-
ity progras as ‘communist’ and/or ‘seeking to alter the
form of povernment of the United States by unconsti-
tutional means.”” 1. Then ,after more than 100 pages
of ~allezations without any anchor in standards, the
Government boldly asserts, “It is concluded that the or-
gahizations are ‘communist’ and are organizations
‘sesking to alter the form of Government of the United
States by unconstitutional means,’ within the meaning
of the applicable Executive Order, and are properly
designated under the Federal Employee security pro-
gram.” Not one word is attempted on how this conclu-
sion was reached or is justifiable!

. Al
"COMMUNIST"

2. The organidations offered two elear possible stand-
ards for “Communist” as used in the Eafcm_ttwe Orders,
the two definitions referred to in the hearing as “little

T & and “big C.” 1

A. The “little ¢" standard is that “communist” re-
fers to believers in a society, based upon eommon own-
ership of the means of production and distribution,
which aims at establishing the principle “from each
according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”
This definition obviously refers only to belief; only to
the end; and only to the ultimate, ideal gociety. Under
this standard, all issues of action and program, of
means to attain the ends, and of positions of specific
historical and current political problems, all these is-
sues are irrelevant—only a belief in the end of a cer-
tain type of ideal society is necessary to meet the
standard.

- -E‘The.:uxganimtic—ns- many times declared that they cer-

tainly -were *‘communist’’ under this standard.

E. The “big C” standard is that an organization is
“Communist” if it “indicates in some way some kind
of support for the Communist Party or for the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union' <

=

Nof Limited to "little ¢

3. The Government stated on occasion that the “little
¢" standard wus to be consideved applicable; but its
Statement of Ground, its proof and its Proposed Find-
ings are not seo lmited.

A. At the outset of the hearing, the Government
declared that the issue was designation as “communist
—small ‘¢’ To a request for meaningful definition,
there was no response except that Executive Order
10450 allegedly spelled “Communist” with a small c.
Again, the Government declared that the issue was
small-c communisn.

The organizations very carefully -distinguished be-
tween the term, as presumably intended by the Depart-
ment of Justice, and as actually interpreted and ap-

plied by them. They pointed to the fact that Executive

Order 10450 actually contains only the upper case word
“Communist.” In the face of these clear statements by
the organizations, and without offering any meaningful
definition, the Government reiterated that small-c com-
munism was the sole issue.

B. The Government never defined what it meant by

small-c communism. It did say “we are charging you:

with adhering to Trotskyism.” It was urged to state
what it meant by that. No reply. Later, even this non-
definition was qualified. “We will show that this organi-
zation is a Trotskyite organization, in one sense of the
term.” Neither the one sense nor any other sense of
the term was ever defined or clarified by the Govern-
ment.

Also, the Government did note in the middle of the
initial discussion of standavds, “There is no standard
in the Executive Order that iz socialist.” But it never
defined “socialist.” Further, the Government never
clarified what distinction it perceived or administered
between “socialist” and small-c “communist.”

Obviously, the Government had some difficulty with
this distinction. It confounded any distinetion by one
position it tried, that communism is the highest form
of socialism, “Naturally,” the Government was not talk-
ing about the Socialist Party at home or the Labor
Party in Britain, but “about Socialism as enunciated
by Lenin, as enunciated by Trotsky.”

The "small ¢" _Definition

C. There is no “small ¢"” definition of communism
anywhere on the record of this proceeding, other than
that made by the organizations, and referred to in 2
above, If it was penuinely intended to signify anything,
the statement by the Government that the issue was
“‘small ¢’ communism” must necessarily have referred
to this. The Government did state, at least once, that
its proof would not be confined to this. It never indi-
cated what more it thought necessary for its branding
these organizations as “Communist” under the Execu-
tive Order.

D. The Government could not have been reasonably
consistent or serious in its statement, because it did
not recognize the organizations' admission that it cer-
tainly was guilty under this standard, and did not ac-
cept their position that no hearing was necessary if
this standard were really in force. Also, the Govern-
ment did not in fact limit any of its case to the criterion
of a belief in the end of a cerain kind of ideal society.
The Statement of Grounds, the proof, and the Proposed
Findings clearly discuss the issues of program, of
means and of policies; the issue of force and violence
is spfficient illustration, without need of record cita-
tions.

4, The Government implied on occasion that the “big
" standard showld not be considered applicable but its
Statement of Grounds, ite proof and its Proposed Find-
ings inelude allegations which are velevant only wnder
this standard.

A, The Government never was willing to state flatly
that it did not consider the big-C Communist standard
ws applicable. It was willing to opine that “There is no
charee that vou are related to the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union in any manner whatsoever as the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union is used with a
capital ‘Cn" Further, the Government inferentially ad-
mitted] that the organizations had proved that they
were nol Communist, upper case C,

B. The prior or present association of the leader-
shtp of these organizations with the Communist Party
would be irrelevant unless the big C standard was in-
deed sypiicable. But this matter was specifically im-

ported by the Government into its Statement of

Grounds and Interrogatories, and its Proposed Find-
ings.

5. Excepl for this case, the Government and the At-
torney General have used the word “Communist” in the
“big C" sense, meaning some support of the Communist
Party or of the Soviet Union.

[The Proposed Findings of Fact then go on to dem-
onstrate conclusively that, while in this case the gov-
ernment denies that the term “Communist” applies,
both the attorney general and the Congress havescon-
sistently addressed themselves to that meaning of the
wourd both in legislative and administrative “security™
matters. The central point made is that there is ne
legislative or administrative basis or precedent for the
government's .undefined “communist” category as used
in this proceeding.] -

B.

"SEEKING TO ALTER THE FORM OF
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES
BY UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS"

7. The Government applied *the form of Government
of the United States" to mean the economic system of
the United States, and did not confine the eoncept to
the country's political orgenization.

_ A. The Government's preoccupation with “national-
ization” and “confiscation” are enough to show that the
listing was not attempted to be justified on political, as
opposed to economic grounds.

B. The Government evidently does not understand
the distinction drawn by these organizations hetween
the identity and interests of “the capitalist class” and
those of the government of the United States itself. °

i " - - —— | m—

C. The orga_nit;ai‘:_i',uns- draw the distinction: betweem
political and economic: forms very preecisely.

i. 'f'I‘he ISL holds that in order to achieve the in-
ternational socialist society, it is necessary to.#bolish

the existing forms of government of the United States

insofar as it is capitalist in nature and funetion, but
not at all insofar as it is republican and democratie’”
Answer to Interrogatories, No. 24(d’, L

ii. The organizations made clear that they. were
definitely “In favor of capitalist democracy as opposed
to capitalist despotism, but not socialist democracy.”

iii. The organizations do not believe that the Consti-
tution of the United States either requires a capitalist
economic system or prevents a socialist economic sys-
tent.

Clear and Present Danger? !

8. The Government did wot indicate what tiné &r
probubility element was ineluded in its “force and wvio=
lence” definition, and the Government refused te state
whether the “clear and present danger” standard wes
applicable. The Government would not say whether
“seeking to alter” by force and violence, ag used in the
Ereeutive Ovders, was satisfied if the organizations
mevely forecast that force and vielence might be used
against the workers' state after it had won power, so
that the workers might better be prepaved for that
possibility; or if the organizations predicted that the
use of force and violence to resist the assumption of
power by the workers was inevitable; or whether the
organizations actually had to predict that force and
violence might possibly have to be used before power
would pass; or whether the organizations would predict
that foree and vielence would inevitably have to be used
before power wounld pass. Also, the Government would
not say whether there had to be any advocacy, in the
sense of statement of preference, of force and violence.
Nor did. it say whether there had to be any wuctivity,
such as orgenization or training in foree and violenee,
or whether mere words and beliefs weve sufficient to
enable the Attorney General to list.

9. The Government did not confine “unconstitutional
means” to force and violence as e means of attaining
power, but included force and violence as a means of

maintaining power which had been obtained constitu~
tionally,

A. The Government made no distinction between
force which might be required to maintain power al-
ready won legally; and force utilized before the trans-
fer of power to the socialist state and for the purpose
of effectuating that transfer. In other words, the Gov-
ernment lumped together all force and violence, wheth-
er initiated by the organizations to alter the form of
Government, or initiated by others to restore a govern-
mental form already changed legally; the Government's
case is that the organizations are responsible for all the
force and violence they dare predict or discuss.

10. The Government did not confine “unconstitutonal
means” to the means of obfaining power, but ineluded
the ends which might be served, after power had been
obtained constitutionally.

A. The Government considered pertinent the na-
tionalization and compensation policies which the or=
ganizations might be planning to apply should they ever
come to power. q

B. The reference to the nationalization of “gold
stores,” long since nationalized by the government of
the United States, illustrated the government's concern
with the verbalization, “nationalization,” and the con-
cept of what would be done after attaining power.

{Additional excerpts from the "Proposed Findings" “m'

appear in subsequent isues of Laber Action.) ;
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- Democratic Party — —

IContinued from page 1]

ership is that of caretakers. It is a con-
-servative leadership of the censervative
geetion of the Democratic Party which
is-in uneasy coalition with the labor and
tiberal forces in their own party and in
an easy coalition with the Republicans
for political control of Congress,

CARETAKER LEADERSHIP

The interest of this caretaker leader-
ship is not to carry out a soeial program
on housing, education and higher mini-
mum wages, It can get elected without
pressing for these measures. There is no
real desire to see a Democratic president
since a Democratic president has to make
some effort to carry out a social welfare
program which they oppose to a great
extent: Legislation of special interest,
like matural gas, ean be achieved with
greater ease under the present set-up of
live-and let live with the Republican ad-
ministration. It is the program of a sec-
tiom of a party which has no real pro-
gram-other than the protection of their
narrow. sectional and big business -inter-
ests, :-

However; the Democratic Party inTthe
rost 'of the country caonmot live on Hhis
thin gruel. Outside of the Sowth where
Damocrats-have to win seats against Re-
spublicans, ond where ;the Democrats. have
nok.won ‘o maojority of the congressional
jeats for the past fen years, and where
there is a labor movement demanding wel-
fore legislotion and the Negro people with
wotes: who are .demanding full equality.
the Johnson-Rayburn leadership spells dis-
aster for the party.

" And ‘even if only a minority of the
American people were for pushing ahead
now, it iz disastrous for the Democrats
to take a “wait and see” attitude toward
the' Eisenhower: administration, Merely

from the point of view of self-preserva--

tion (a primeval instinct to these politi-
¢ians), it is difficult to win national elec-
tions, as Adlai Stevenson seems to be
finding.out late in life, by being. a- do-

nothing. party for four years and anop=
position. party -for a- few months; That:is.

unless you-have a sinecure in Texas-or a
vasselage in Mississippi. , A
LIBERAL PROGRAM A

" Late in November six Demoeratic sen-
ators:led by Humphrey of Minnesota,
Douglas. of Illinois and Morse of Oregon
jdsued: a direet challenge to Johnson's
“follow-the-leader” leadership. They eall-
ed for the enactment of a 16 point “mini-
mum liberal program” starting “wvith the
abolition of the infamous Rule 22, It in-
cluded: guarantee of full rights to-vote
and to obtain eduecation in publically-
supported. schools and colleges, income
fax reduction for low income families,
Aop-priority for school and housing. con-
-struction; elimination of present immi-
-gration quota system, 90 per cent parity
-an’ farm prices and increased Social Se-
curity legislation. :

Johnson - respoaded. by ottempling to
-drive-a wedge between- the grouping of
MHorthern-and Western senators by offec-
ag Senator Mike Mansfield of Mentona
the post of assistant leader or party whip-
in the Seaate. In the last session of Con-
gress Mansfield, who is usually clossified
o5 a liberal, discovered great virtue and
benefits for all the pecple in the notural-
gas bill, since large natural gas deposits
were discovered in Montana,

As the Democratic National Executive
“Committee prepared for its post-election
meeting late in November, a real fight
for the leadership of the party seemed to
be brewing. The rallving cry of the op-—
position: was: the Democratic Party has.
to come out with its own program and
it -has to develop an effective opposition
to the Eisenhower administration. James
A, ‘Finnegan, manager of Stevenson’s
presidential. campaign and powerful
Philadelphia Democrat, came out in op-
position. to the Johnson-type leadership.
However, Stevenson’s other appointee,
Democratic National Chairman Paul
Butler hedged on taking a position.

At the meeting the Southerners failed
to split away a portion of the Western
Pemocrats. A combination of Westerners
mad Northern big city bosses, Mayor
Bavid Lawrence of Pittshurgh and Col.
Fake Arvey of Chicago passed a proposal
for a Democratic National Advisory
Cemmittee.

Tkis committee was to be composed of
high-Demecratic leaders in Congress, in-

cluding Johnson and Rayburn, some gov-
ernors, mayors and national figures like
Adlai Stevenson, Harry Truman and
Mrs., Roosevelt. However, it was under-
stood by all to be a rebuke to the South-
ern leaderhip when the resolution setting
up the advisory committee said “We,
therefore, hope our party will make
Democratie initiative the order of the
day so that we cap quickly resume social
progress at home and save the situation
abroad.”

The proposed members of the commitiee
were fairly representative of Democrafic
Party peliticians throughout the country.
About holf the committee of twenty were
to be congressional leaders. But Johnson
and Rayburn were not to be bought or
sucked In. -

Instead they really went to work on
sabotaging the committee. Exactly what
means were used on each and every sena-
tor and congressman may not be known
for years, Last week in LaBorR ACTION
we reported on the price for which Sena-
tor Robert Kennedy was bought—a seat
on the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

LEASH PULLED TIGHT

 The leash was pulled up tight on two
of the londest -yelping liberals—Hum-
phrey and Kennedy. Both announced
support of Johnson for the post of Demo-
eratic leader in the Senate. Humphrey
expressed the belief that “we Democrats
ean have disagreements without being
disagreedble” apd Kennedy discovered

‘that “to quarrel over semantics or tacties

or leadership at this time is to pave the
way for further Republican successes.”

One by one congressional nominees to
the National Advisory Committee began
to-decline to serve. Only two agreed—
Senators Kefauver and Humphrey. Sen-

‘ator Kenney did not even have the cour-

age to reply to the invitation,

Kefauver's acceptance is understand-
able since his is at odds with the rest of
the Southern leadership although he bid
his: acquiescence to Johnson by refusing
to support an attempt, sparked by ADA,
‘to- have. Johnson step down during the
ficht over Rule 22.

Kennedy on the other hand is a politi-
cal opportunist who allows himself to be
muzzled.  Dixiecrats like liberals of his
stripe which is why he was their candi-
date for vice president against Kefauver.

Hubert Humphrey is the link between
the Dixiecrat and liberal wing of the par-
ty. He is the barking dog of liberalism
who is kept on o strong leash; his bark is
ferocious, but he has never been known to
bite. He can serve on the Advisory Com.
mitiee, vote against Rule 22 and call for
a liberal program—but at the same time
he supports Johnson's leadership which
has been blocking thus far the carrying
out of this program.

MICE OR MEN?

The meager and meek opposition to
Dixiecrat leadership in the Senate
prompted the syndicated columnist
Stokes to ask in the N. Y. Post of Decem-

s el

ber 13. “Who's Fighting Mr. Johnson?"

He starts by pointing out that “the
widely advertised ‘revolt’ of Northern
Democrats against their Southern lead-
ership in the Senate is taking a turn that
recalls the fable about the big, bold mice
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who were going to bell the eat. When the
time came, no mouse was willing to sac-
rifice himself."

And he ends. “What Northern Demo-
evats lack in the fight they are making
is someone who is willing to risk the
logs of friendship of the Southern hier-
archy and the loss of choice committee
posts. But such comes along only rarely,
as any longtime observer here knows,
and as Senator Kennedy demonstrates in
his book."

Where is the liberal senotor who is will-
ing to fight for what he alleges to be his
principles? Where is one who fights as de-
terminedly as the Southern raocists do for
their reactionary point of view? Where
was that fighting band of beleaguered
liberals?

When it came to the election of Sena-
tor James Eastland as chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, a grave-
vard of civil rights legislation and zym-
bol of racism in the Senate, only Sena-
tors Paul Douglas and Joseph Clark of
Pa. voted against it.

Less than three weeks after the forma-
tion of the National Advisory Committee
thev began to beat a hasty retreat. Only
8 of the original 20 agreed to serve. The
original plan to spark the formulation
of a liberal and progressive Democratic
program in Congress was changed to
one which would, in_Butler's words,
“goncern itself with such inside-the-fam-
ily problems as formal rules for the
Demoeratic National Committee, new
fund-raising programs, pelitical strategy
and tactics, and cemmunication both
within the party and between the party
leadership and the general public.”

SKELETON CREW

In short it was proposed that the com-
mittee do exactly what the National
Committee is supposed to do. Therefore
what is the reason for its existance?

A skeleton crew showed up to the Janu-
ary 4 meeting—Humphrey, Kefauver, Ste-
venson, Truman ond Governors Mennen
Williams of Michigen ond MHarrimon of
New. York. A few brave words were set
to paper about “keeping faith with the
position token in the 1956 Democrotic
platform'—a revolutionary oction if they
really meant it. And it soid that from time
to time it would speak out endorsing or
oppesing specific policies or programs re-
gordless of the stand taken by congres-
sional leaders. But the gufs were out of
the entire fight. :

Johnson and Rayburn having won the
skirmish, then accepted the peace pipe.
They accepted an invitation to a “har-
mony” breakfast. The result of the
meeting was not announced to the press,
and there is no indication that anything
more important was accomplished other
than having a good breakfast. Johnson
said that he has an open mind and is
willing to “reason together” and Butler
that the committee would continue to
exist.

The role that Johnson plays is vastly
different from that of an Eastland or
Russell of Georgia. He is the majority
leader of the entire Demoecrstic group in
the Senate and therefore in order to re-
tain his position it is necessary to make
certain concessions. He can not make it
impossible for the Humphreys and Ken-
nedys to work with him. Therefore he
announced support to a motion to make
it slightly easier to curb the filibuster
and that he would step down as majority
leader during the fight over propesed
¢ivil rights legislation.

RIGHT TO YOTE

This compromise by Johnson and the
proposed civil rights legislation by the
Eisenhower administration have in-
creased the chances for the passage of
some minimum program. The most im-
portant of the proposals is designed to
protect the right of Negroes to.vote and
this is the one which will be resisted with
the greatest intensity by the Dixiecrats,

The leadership of the conservative
Southern Democratic forces in Congress
is as strongly entrenched as ever. It is
not suaranteed that even if the congres-
sional liberals had carried out a com-
sistent and vigorous fight they could
have overturned the conservatives from
control of the party. But they could have
drawn the issue based on a consistent
liberal program. This they did not do,
not even on the issue of Eastlind. And
this is the shame of liberalism which
ensnares the labor movement.
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The Independent Soclalist League stands

for socialist democracy and against the

two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: copitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liber-
alized, by any Fair Deal or other deal, so
as o give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peace. [f must be abelished -
and replaced by a new social system, in
which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati=
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies. '

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is @ brutal totalitarianism—
a new form of esploitation. Its agents Ia
every country, the Communist Parties, are
unrelenting enemies of sociolism end have
nothing in common with seciallsm—which
eannot exist without effective democratic
control by the paople. ’

These two camps of capitalism and Stal«
inism are todoy ot each other's throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation, This struggle can enly lead to the
most frightful war in history so long as the -
people leave the capitolist and Stalinizt
rulers in power. Independent Sociallsm
stands for building ond strengthening the -,
Third Camp of the people against bath
war blocs. '

The ISL, as & Marxist movemont, losks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force.in

society. The ISL is orgonized. fo spread the

ideas of soclalism in the lobor movement
end among oll other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent Soclalists
participate actively in every struggle to
better the people's lot now—such a3 the
fight for higher living standards, agalnst
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
clvil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We seek to join together with ol
other militants in the lobor movement as
a left force working for the formation of
an independent. labor party and other pro-
gressive policies. ;

The fight for democracy end the fight'

for soclalism are Inssparable: There com _

be no losting oad genuine dembcracy with-
out soclalism, and there can be ne seclal-
ism without democracy. To enmroll wnder
this banner, join the Independont Soclalist
League! :

Get Acquainted!

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y,

1 I want more information about

ism and the ISL.
O I want to join the ISL.
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