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The Case of
The Dubious Do-Gooder

Let's put together some clip-

pings. _

All around one subject: the
aweet unselfishness and angelic al-
truism of the American foreign-
.aid program. 3

We hand out millions of dollars
just out of overflowing humani-
tarianism. X _

We don’t want anything from
those people. We just want to do
them good.

Everybodv knows that because
we've all read it printed in the
newspapers in black and white,
and if it wasn’t true, they wouldn't
dare say it, would they?

For example, there's the cherubic old
man in a red suit now going around the
Middle East on a reindeer sleigh, named
James P. Richards, Special Representa-
tive of the President. What's special
about him, Well, he has bags of money
in his sleigh earmarked by the govern-
ment for some purpose or other: Then he
talks to people in the Middle East,
~ Just tolks.

Then things-happen.

For instance, on the 3rd of this menth
the Christian Science Monitor's lead ar-
ticle hailed: “Mideast Policy Sees First

(Continued on page 4)

Liberal

The Democrats retained control of
the Semate by the victory of Ralph
Yarborough In the special Texas elec-
ton for the seat vacated by Gov. Price
Daniel.

Yarborough is widely pictured as a
liberal, and his triumph has been wide-
Iy hailed as a victory for liberalism in
Texos. Compared with the other cen-
tenders, he probably is. For example,
he campaigned in fovor of a cut in per-
sonal income faz2s through an increase
in individuel exemptions from $400 te
$800.

In a Dallas dispatch to the Christian
Science Meniicr on April 4, further de-
tails of his voriety of liberalism s
shown:

“Although considered a liberal fae-
tion spokesmon, Me, Yarborough In his
campalgn urged o reduction in fereign
aid and retesticn of the oil-depletion
allowances. He spposed racial integra-
tlon in the public zchools, and spoke
out against federol cid Yo education, if
it means fedoral controls”

Some liberal!
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British A-War Decision Shatters
Political- Mllltar y Basis of NATO

By GORDON HASKELL

The British government chose the eighth birthday of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization to tell its allies and the world that it considers
obsolete the concepts on which NATO was originally based. This is the
chief feature of the new policy for the reorganization of Britain's mili-
tary forces announced in their White Paper, namely, overwhelming con-
centration on atomic weapons rather than “conventional” military forces

to defend Western Europe from
Russian attack, accompanied by a
planned eliminatien of the draft
and the creation of a central mo-
bile force primarily as a Colonial
police force.. .

The action of the Brltlsh gm'emment”-

can hardly fail to force upon the govern-
ment and people of the United States a
re-evaluation of many aspects of Ameri-
can foreign policy. It presents the labor
movement and the forces of liberal opin-
ion in this country in general with an-
other opportunity to reassess their own
attitude toward the foreign policy of the
government, based on a reassessment of
the. world political relations to which this
policy is supposed to be relevant.

The basic political premises on which
the new British policy iz based are stated
in a couple of paragraphs in the White
Paper. After the Korean war, it states:

“The immediate danger of major war
receded and was replaced by the prospect
of a prolonged period of acute interna-
tional tension. It was clear that the plan
for a short intensive rearmament spurt
no longer fitted the needs of the situa-
tion, and that for it must be substituted
the conception of the ‘long haul’, .. The
Communist threat remains, but its na-
ture has changed.”

And a later paragraph ssates:

“The frontiers of the free world, par-
ticularly in Europe, must be firmly de-
fended on the ground. For only in this
way can it be made clear that aggression
will be resisted.”

"BIG CHANGE

The last poragroph quoted mokes ex-
plicit, in the context of the propesed re-
duction of British land forces in Europe,
what has been apparent to many critics of
NATO for some time. This s that the
NATO land forces in Germany are not
really designed to defend Western Europe
from @ muassive Russian invasion, but
rather to serve as an expendable screen,
any attack on which would serve to dem-
onstrate Russian oggressive intentions to
the world and thus justify the employment
of the atomic weapons with which the war
woiuld really be fought.

The British White Paper in this re-
spect, as in many others, simply and
frankly makes explicit the way in which
the political, economic and military situ-
ation has changed during the eight years
of NATOQ's existence.

For the purpose of such a largely sym-
bolic military land barrier, a few tens of
thousands of troops are as good as a few
hundreds of thousands, Hence Britain
proposes to cut her component of the

NATO forces to the bone.

The White Paper does not spell out the
way in which the “Communist threat”
has-changed. But from the context, from
the measures proposed, and from a read-
ing.-of -the military. significanee _of. the
Hungarian-and Polish-revolutions; -what
the British government has in mind
should be clear enough.

When MNATO was formed, the chief
argument for it, and for all the other
military pacts organized by the United
States, was that the chief “Communist
threat” was that of military invasion
and conguest of countries lying on the
borders of Russia and China. The incor-
poration of Eastern Europe into the
Russian socio-economic-political - system
by military means was a powerful exam-
ple. In the Korean way, the willingness

of the Chinese and their Russian allies
to back up an invasion:-by a satellite
which backfired added weight to: this
argument. On the other hand, Indochina
and the less spectacular spread of Com-

munist influence in other parts of- the.

world showed that this was by no means
the sum and substance of the "Commu-
nist threat.”

REALIZATION

Further, the weakness vevealed by the -
‘Russian rulers after the death of Stalin:

and the upheavals in BEastern Europe

demonstrated decisively that for the com-
ing period the: Kremlm -could not gen— .

ous]]v con;:emphte
tainly not an uggresswe one.

The realization began to ! spreac'l that - -
impregnable - political - -
monolith, ready and able to exploit.-any. .
weakness of its opponents to overwhelm: . -
them by military force, the Communist .

instead of an

part of the werld was wracked by its
own economic  problems: and. contradies
tions, and its rule undermined by the
seething discontent of its own people.

Added to this was the further realiza=: '

tion that the development of nuclear
(Tura to last page) -

By JACK WILSON
Atlantic City, Apr. 14

At each convention of the United Auto
Workers, some incident occurs at the be-
ginning that serves to focus attention on
major issues confronting the union and
the nation. This 16th UAW convention,
attended by nearly 3000 delegates, was
no exception.

The big publicity was centered around
the UAW's program for a short work-
week and more money, and around the
issue of racketeering within the labor
movement. Walter P. Reuther’s press
conference and his opening speech dealt
mainly with these problems. Reuther
spent less than a minute reiterating the
UAW's traditional views on eivil rights.

Yet the first question which held the
close attention of the convention was a
minor part of the credential commitiee’s
report on the seating of delegates from
International Harvester Local 988, in
Memphis, Tenn.

For it brought before the convention
not only the whole Memphis story of the
UAW, but spotiighted the burning issues
facing the union movement, as well as
the nation, in the South.

It came as a shock to many delegates
to hear, for example, that under the
rules adopted by the local union leader-
ship, a clear-cut case of diserimination
against a Negro union leader was in-

“UAW Convention Told of
‘Dirty Mess’ in the South

vnIved, although legally and within t“ha'

frame-work of the present (and soon to
be improved) constitutional require-
ments of the TAW.

It came as a shock to the UAW dele-
gates from many of the old Northern
locals to hear that a White Gouncil-in-

fluenced and -directed loeal union lead-.

ership in the UAW was using thé urion
to drive hard against Negro. unionists in
that local and to spearhead a reactionary
drive against the top leadership: of the
UAW.

Before this convention is over, the
whole UAW will be discussing the problem
of unionism in the South, Just the briefest
debate on the floor over the credentials
committee report already brought many
things to light. about what a member of
the credentiols commitee colled the
“dirtiest situation" in the history of the
UAW.

JIM CROW STRATEGY

=

Local 988 has a membership of nearly .-

2300, of whom about 40 per cent are Ne-
eroes. Since the UAW won bargaining
rights, the outstanding union leader in
that shop has been George Holloway, who
has been elected convention delegate each
time since 1949, At the last convention he
served as secretary of the resolutiona
committee,

(Continued on page 2)
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ly PAT PARKS
'_ . In an.otherwise dull convention of Americans for Democratic Ac-
,tion, held in Washington over the March 29-31 weekend, the one signifi-
teant debate that took place on the floor marked a step back by the liberal
orgamzatmn_ This was on the issue of the “Powell Amendment.”
""" The amendment, sponbored by Rep. Adam Clayton Powell in the
House and Herbert Lehman in the Senate, is a rider to the bill for federal.

aid to education which provides
that such federal aid must be used
by a state in compliance with the .
Supreme Court decision on deseg-

regation.
<At last yeor's ADA convention the de-
bate on the Powell Amendment sharply di-
wided the liberals on the civil-rights issue,
but the majority did support it. This time
ADA reversed itself.
w While .the federal courts are faced
with, cases which' would enforce integra-
tion in-the Southern schools, the ADA
convention thus gave aszistance to those
liberal leaders who argue that edueation
for .segregation is better. thun no educat
tion at all
" e convention delezates voted 111-104
,to delete a pazag‘raph from the draft
resolution. After urping
end judicial departments to give federal
@id through “continuens and resolute ef-
if]ort., by ‘every available expedient, Lo
e “about speedy integration to every
‘area of our country,” the fullm!.mg mild
'Ilyt hotly disputed paragraph was taken
out:
3 SIThat_in the absence of clear assur-
ances from the Exeeutive Department
that it will thuz enforce the Constitution
and law™ of the land, the legislature
‘should requue as a condition of receiv-
~in@ such assistance that the state and/or
Tocal school system affirm that it will use
4ny funds which it may thus receive in
‘compliance with the &écisions and orders
of flie‘federal courts.”
-1 The: principie behind -this amendment .is
_nof mew. 1+ has been debated by liberals
aid ADA Conventions, in particular, for
maity yeors. 1t Is always an emotionally
padked- question in ADA for it forces lib-
grals to apply. their "pure” civil-rights po-
-sitlens +o a real pnllﬂcul problem.
Perpetually seeing a dilemma which is

:'.'5'_-" ot really there, many liberals have be-

= tee, was

come’ -convinced that if the Powell

ADA ‘Convention and Ci‘wl Ilghfs.

the executive-

Amendment is attached to a federal aid
Lill it will mean that no federal aid will
" be voted by Congress, or, more accurate-
Iy, by the Senate. This notion is what the
1957 ADA Convention debated for near-
I¥ an hour.

CORE OF THE PROBLEM

The arcument goes something like
this: The Republican® and even some
conservative Democrats wiil vote for the
Powell Amendment for the purpose of
defeating s federal aid bill. When the
bill itself is put before the Senate, the
Dixiecrats will then vote against it, be-
cause of the integration enforcement
procedures included: and so also - will
conseryative GOP opponents of federal
aid itself. This blo¢ ecan defeat fedeval
aid. On the other hand, if the Powell
Amendment were not attached, the Dix-
ieerats, as *‘good Democrats,” would vote
for the bill for federal aid to education;
and through better education in  the
South, integration would come about
eventually—the slow way, it is true, but
nonetheless better than nothing.

The arguments for the Powell Amend-
ment were expressed with varying de-
graes of dexterity, but many were tell-
ing blows agzainst the continuation of
segregation.

A Southern student leader who was
expelled for leading a student p rotest
against uegn?gatmn was one of the most
hard-hjtting_speakers. He spuke in the
name of Students for - Bemocrahc Action,

; .the.stu&ent nﬁf'ﬁe of CADAand insistéa

that giving federal funds to segregation:
ist states and school districts means per-
petuating the syster even after' the Su-
preme Court has made segiegation ille-
gal. He added that education for segre-
gation only keeps segregation alive, that
it does not educate t‘or tolerance:

One of #he speakers on the side of the

BAW Convention — —

s . AContinued from_page 1)
A!though the UAW had its normal
shifre: of problems, including a walk-out.
“Bywhites against the. upg"radmm of Ne-
. grd-workers;. it was doing a good job 'of

+-:=rhaking this local union an integral part
" of ite strucbure; until the Supremé Court

-demsmn against segregation in the

schools.
# As part of the whole Southern picture,
the anti-Negro elements’ within the union
fnoyement first. talked big about setting
f1p another federation of labor, ete. In a
g:ay it's'a pity that they didn’t try, for it
ould have been relatively easy to smash
l;heP'n on those grounds, isolate their in-
fuence in'the anions, and make the loeal
tinions in the Soiith a firm base of opera-
tions for 1n1pmarmg race relations and
bringing equality in the union movement
and elsewhere into & reality.

What hoppened, however, is that thess
olmelh “decided instead to work from
‘within the unions,, take them over, and
speprheaded the drive ogoinst Negroes
through the union orgonizational structure:

This has been going on in Local 988,
in q;nte of varjous efforts of the VAW to
prevent known White Couneil ]eaderz
Hfrom contro]lmg the local .

STORY 'COMES .OUT

J In the case before the convention dela
'gates, what happened essentially was
his:

The White “Council-influencedl slate
fwo,n the delegate election. Three persons
“were to be sent ‘here with full voting
an;hts “for the local unions. One of them,
ithe .chairman, of the bargaining commit-
killed in an accident, and that

_ 'left an opening. The fourth highest vots

Zhad been obtained in the election by Hol-

foway, and under ordinary UAW prae-

" tice he would-hive Ibee.n chiosen. .

_In this case, after much argument- and ;

publicity, the local union Executive
Board voted not to alow. an alternate.
Various antizlubor daily papers were al-
lowed to be at the board meeting, and
they did a terrific job of baiting Walter
Reuther and Emil- Mazey, and support-

“ing-the Wihite Council elements.- _

The international union was going to
rule in favor of Holloway snyvhow, when
Holloway, in an effort to calm a tense
situation, withdrew -with a letter to the
credentials committee.

His modest letter was read to the con-
ventipn,-and this borned up _many dele-
gates who knew the real situation. Soon
the Memphis story came out, as old
UAW .men like Panl Silver of Detroit
and Carl Shier of Chmagn brought out
some of the fasts in the situation. The
convention was also treated to a slick
performance by a genuine 100 per cent
anti-Negro leader from the South, de-
fending the local’s action. '

Since oil- that was .formally befere the

convention was .o technicality, o full dis-
cussion was not held, elthough.delegates
from Ford Local 400 wanted to know how
they could bring charges against the local
union officers ond . delegates from the
Memphis local.
. Before .the. week is over, the whole
problem of ¢ivil rights, organizing in the
South,.and the fight against racism in
the union .movement will be discussed
openly on the convention floor. It should
be something special, for this hasn’t
happened recently in the union move-
ment. where the problem of racketeering
has domingted the héadlines and actions
of the Tabor movement.

Among other controversial issues that
should “bring debate are the prop-osalq

. for dues and anIaxy increases.for the in-

ternational union: staff and. officers.

~

and “visionapy!: ,n:hout tying these: hbe.ml

principles  to - that - party: machine: But

= -which is impractical—the: *pr_mmples,, or

=
=

Powell Amendment hil' sthe- .:art ‘of ihn-
expelled for leading: # student=protest :
preblem. He said thot everyone knows that
u strong federal aid bill would be defeat-
ed in Congress regardless of whether the
Powell Amendment is-attached or not.

Behind this is the central difficulty of-
the ADA’s politics, attached as it is es—

sentially to the Democratic Party.
The difficulty is not.that there is any-

thing wrong with the Powell' Amendment

but that congressional liberalism is so

“weak that even the principle of federal

aid to education is shaky. The Demo-
cratie leadership under Lyndon Johnson
is not exactly enthusiastic about it. The
Democratic Party leans heavily on the
South for its congressional strength.
These are the main real powers in the
party that most of the liberals feel they
have to support.

PRACTICAL?

‘There is thus a biz gulf between the
liberal principles. which the ADA be-
lieves in abstractly and the party ma-
chine to which they have to look to give
effect to these principles. Obviously there
is something “impractical,” “unrealistic”

LY

NAACP Conference:

= rt!:e".-‘éﬂ.lppart to the machine? Under pres-
- -ent conditions, it: is their liberal .frifci-

ples, or consistent adherance:to them,
which begin to appear “impractical” to
ADAers who think in these terms.

- Thus,.insofar -as "reolistic .politics™ in
Il_bgrohu means maintaining -one's clutch
of the Democratic Party. no matler where
it is going, because one has .no other ol-
ternative, then things like #he Powell
Amendment tend to go by the board, when
they bring out the elash between fine as-
pirations ‘and the lithitations of pro-Demo-
cratic Party-ism. &

It is. particularly ironic that the Pow-
ell Amendment. section. was. deleted di-
rectly after an entire resolution on eivii
rights was passed unanimously which
stated that the “‘federal government is
doing little to halt the deprivations [in
the South].” This reselution goes on to
denounce Rule £2 (the cloture rule) and
calls for federal enforcement of the richt
to vote, but when il comes to enforce-
mentrof a Supreme Court decision on in-
tegration, ADA hesitates and turns back
the clock.

Speaker after speaker at the conven-
tion, including its chairman, bemoanedl
the terrible -plight of liberals who must
make a decision eitHer for education
without sezxregation or no. education at
all. The plight was there indeed, but it
goes deeper than a mere tactical decision
on a congressional amendment.

Racism in Housing Is Still

By FRANK HARPER
Phila., Apr. 7

At the northeastern states’ regional
conference of the NAACP, held in this
city yesterday, -it -was made, clear that
3hestwo most important. problems facing
the . organization are the segregated
housing pattern in the North and the
implementation of school.desegregation
in ‘the South.

The regional confererice is not a pol-
iey-making body but primarily an edu-
cational affair. ‘Speakers from the deep
South gave reports on that ares.

Madison Jones, National Housing Co-
ordinator of the association, summarized
the status of housing: laws in the states
represented at the conferénce. Most have
such a law (except Delaware .and Penn-
sylvania, and the latter is considering
one) but the housing situation is far
from satisfactory. There is no national
policy for racial integration even in
public housing.

Chester, Pa., was oflered. as a_good
example of the gap between intention

and. fujﬂllmen: on integrated public hous-. .

ing. Two “lily-white? housing . projeets
were .on;!eled integrated 18 months. ago.
One that was near a Negro neighbor-'
hood was integrated quu:kly The other,
MeCaffery Village, saw its first Negrd
inhabitant only three weeks ago, .
From the discussion it became plaln
that there are very few, if any satisfac-
torily integrated publie housigg';de‘\re]op-
ments in the entire Northeastern region.
One of the reasons for this is that.whites
in prpjects save money to make a down
payment on a private home and move
out; but the Negroes cannot get mort-
gage money and so stay in the project,

FROM THE SOUTH

The afternoon opened with & joint ses-
sion of adult branches: and youth coun-
cils. on youth work, “In general the
NAACP has a serious shortage of active
youth. The speakers- scheduled -for the
“Key to the Future” session were Her-
bert I. Wright, Youth Seeretary, and
Herbert Hill, Labor Secretary.

Two Southern branch presidents made
“Reports -from the : South.”_Dr. George
D. Flemings of Fort Werth; Texas, said
the Southwest situation-on school inte-
gration znd on the -NAACP's: Tuture
Iooked good te him .from-New-Mexico
and Oklakoma, Hopes were high for Ar-
‘kansas and Louisiana. -However -the

speaker expressed. the upmion that ‘the

NAACP in Texas: could ot come bhack

Strong Bar to Integration

as an organization. He believed that the
work would have to be done by a similar
organization uhder a different name.
This analysi swas based on the epinion
_that the federal Supreme Court. will not
challénge the Texas ¢ourtson’ 'ﬁheu ille-
galization of the NAACP.

The other speaker, Kelly M: Adexander
of the North Carolimn State Gonference,
disagreed on estimate “of the NAACP's
future in the South. He bealieved ‘it
would - win through and be.given- legal
status. Alexander’s main attacks were
against the political power blocs which
divide white and seolored.

. He could not refrain from- taking a
pot-shot at the Montgomery mopvement
under the guise of ridiculing:those who
are. for not fighting -back. It appears
there is serious organizational rivalry
between the NAACP and the boycott
movements: in the South, It would be
deeply regretable if the NAACP did not
edo everything possible to merger with
the boyeott movements. and to.widen. ae-
tivity bevond both the legalistic and pas-
sive-resistance phases.

Late. Saturday evening :the. conference
delegates were: saddened to.learn of the
death of Father Thomas E. Little, a
viee - president  of “the Philadelphia
NAACP, Father Tittle, rector of a small
struggling. church in a depressed Negro
neighborhood, was beloved.in the com-
mumnity where he served, but he was more
than a white churchman serving a sec-
tion of the whole commumty He was a
“;Le!l-l.nmvn leader in the NAACP, on a
city, state, regional and national scale.

Socialists active in the Philadelphia
NAACP will remember Tom Little as a
steadfast proponent of full .demoeracy
in the. NAACP, for a fighting and func-
tioning branch, and for his:condemnation
of both the Republican and Democratic
Parties for their support of the vested
interests and mistreatment of the Negro

people.

#

' LABOR ACTION BOOK SE!?IQ_!‘
114 West 14 Street, New York City
s#pecializes in books and pamphlets
on the Labor and Socialist move-
‘ment, Marxism, etc., and can swgp-
ply books of all publishers.
Send for our free book Jist.
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British Workers Blast lemlels
For Calling Off Great Strike

By OWEN ‘ROBERTS

London, Apr.,

Britain’s biggest strike for many: years came to an end this weel-r
when 1,750,000 engineering and shipbuilding workeérs were instructed
by their union leaders to resume work while a court of inquiry, set. up.hy
the government, examined their-case for-a ten per cent-wage increase.

It was a-shabby ending to what'had-been a fine display of solidarity

and-trade-union militancy which had the bosses and the government dis-

tinetly- worried. It was an ending
which -has left behind it confusion,
une¢ertainty and angry men.
The-decision to call off the strike
was taken by representatives of

the 41 different unions which mdke -

up the -Confederation of Shipbuilding
and - Engineering Unions, after “a long
‘and-stormy meeting during which it/ was’
touch-and-go whether the vote would
swing ‘oneway or another,

That ‘it finally descended in' favor of
a return to-work was decided by the vote-
of the-Amalgamated Eugmeermg Union,
the largest’ringle union in the conféder-
ation. and: gne which is’generally consid-
ered to be left-wing, And the way ‘the
‘AEU vote went was determined by the
casting vote of its president, Bill Carron,
after its executive had split 60-50 on
whether. to return to work or not.

Of the 41 umions in the confederation
only four supported: the decision to re-
turn to werk, while 356 opposed it, and
two, enmllmg office woikers engag'ed‘ in
a separate struggle with the employers,
abstained: But the voting strength of the
four uniens in favoer of & return fo work
was sufficient to outmateh all the others.
Thus one man, Bill Carron, and-four
unions ‘were Tesponsible for calling off
the strike ‘and cotting the ground away

from:under. the feet .of the men: on-the:

picket lines. )

This; not unnaturally, has led to a greaf
deal-of bod feeling within the trade-umion
movement. Ted Hill, gereral secretory of
the boilermokers’ union and member of the
Trades. Union Congress General Council,
described $he action of the confederation
in -deciding 4o call off the sirike os
“sreachery.” He scid he was “terribly
disappointed™ that the workers had been
*let down.” particularly in view of the
fact that “never before has o movement
responded to the leadership in such o
splendid fashion™ in supporting the strike
call.

Equally angry, but not perhaps so out-
spoken, was Frank Cousins, general sec-
retary of the Transport and General
Workers' Union and another member of
the TUC General Couneil. At the confed-
eration meeting Cousins backed up Ted
Hill and strongly advocated the continu-
ance of the strike, thus pushing further
out on-the leftward direction which the
TGWU -has taken since right-wingers
Arthur Deakin and Joek Tiffin died.

In addition te Carron, who is-alse a
member of the TUC General Council, the
back-to-worlt move was supported by the

World History—Year by Year
- The bound volumes of

| 1950-54... ..$3 per vol. °
-are-en mzdtas}-‘.s ﬂmd ‘of the se-
—-piai and-political iasuesof euwr-day;

- gelves, -Completely tndexed -frem.
1845 em.
- Bound" «valumns of EA ‘are- - alse
. availwble “back +to; -and. incloding;

—pending*on the year. Prices on-ves -

1952 is available for $40.

Indepeadent Soclalist Preas
14 West 14 Sireet; New York-CHy

* which had opposed the- “strike:

 LABOR- ACTION: |
cand w-soeiatists eduieation. in them: - |

« 1042, at somewhat higher prices de- |-

quest: A-complete set of hound vel- - f
-umes- for'the 11-years frone 194210 -

General and-Munici'pa]:-Wm'kefs, Ted by
Sir - Thomas Williamson, the® present
chairman of the TUFC.

-MASS PROTESTS

Stpe-to-toe nraking angry gestures at each
other. A sorry state of affairs when-one
recalls how-only a couple of weeks ago

it was possible to record with- satisfac-

tion‘how well these leéaders had lined ' up
-~in-a united front against' the employers.

In -addition  to this - toplevel fall-sut,
the premature winding up-of the strike
has:also Had serious repercussions among,
the rank-and-file trade-umionists. )

Firstly, -many - of  the - local leaders are
angry with the.confederation leoders—
particulorly Carron end" Co~—for folding
up the strike. When' the "finish the strike"
meeting ended, the confederation leaders
~were mo by -demenstrating strikers
who jeered, "We've Been sold up the
river.” Tempers were so angry thet Gar-
ron had his hat knocked off in a scoffle and
it was necessary for the police to escort
him to his waiting car.

In the localities, too, theve were dem-
onstrations against the decision to re-
turn to work.

At Glasgow a mass meeting of angry
strikers for more than an hour refused
to give local trade-union officials a hear-
ing, and order was only achieved when 'a

shop steward told them: “This is what.

we ‘eall a sell-out, but you must appreci-
ate that many of youy local ofﬁelals feel
as you and I de,”

Thousands of strikers at Manchester
passed a resolution condemning the deci-
sion to return to work “at a time when
the solidarity of the workeys, if the
strike had continued, would have forced
a szettlement.”

Men at the bhig shipyard center of
Newcastle-on-Tyne held a meeting under
the -title of “Guilty Men"” and passed a
resolution of censure on the confedera-
tion leaders. _

In the steel-making city of Sheffield a
strike eommitiee representing more than
fifty thousand workers expressed
“deep disgust” at the decision to return
to work which, it said, would only lead
to the hardening of the employers’ atti-
tude and would encourage the Tory gov-
ernment to continue its attacks upon the
workers' living standards.

WORSE OFF

This catalogue could be continued.

Everywhere meetings of strikers agréed

to follow their leaders’ instructions and
return to work, but added wozds of con-
demnation, .dismay, disappointment and
betrayal

- Commented - one - national -newspaper,
“It ‘seems
that partof the cost of averting the big-

gest -outhreak-of industrial strife since:

1928" will be :i:vfslon and recrimination

within the trade-union movement on a-

scale it has not known for many years.”

Perhaps this may be a magnification
~of the situation, but that there will be a
round of hitter fights within the trade-

- gnion movement for seme. months to come:

is beyond dispute. And that this shounld
take place at a time when the trade un-
ions need every ounce of their weizht to:
nreet: the combined attacks of the govern-
-ment and employvers is tragedy in itself.

' Bub-hewever much solidarity is desirable
‘ot this mement-of Wme, it is equally de-
sirable ' that the trade umions face the
facts ‘as they really are ond not build up
wnity: on: false foundations. The blunt and

- -brutal fact iz thot the sirikers have re-

turned ta ‘work in @ worse position than
when they came out and therefore have

“on further

Thus-four of the bigzest men on zhe._
TUC General Couneil ‘are .now standing

its-

every right te demand the heads of the
men responsible for such a situation.

Before the return to work the engi-
neering employers had offéred a pay rise
of 3% per cent and the shipbuilding em-~
ployers one of 5 per cent, both in re-
sponse to a demand for 10 per cent by
the unions. Moreover, these pay offers
were tied to conditions concerning .the
ending of “restrictive practices’” by the
unions, increased output and a standstill
wage claims for twelve’
months. The raises and the conditions
were rejected by the unions, and.deadlock
followed.

BOSSES TAUNT

At this point the govermment stepped’
in and the minister of Labor set up a
court of inquify to examine the dizpnte.
quuently a condition of the function-
ing of such courts is that the strike must
be brought-to-an end while the conrt car-
ries out its work, but in this case (doubt-
less due to .the determination of the
strikers) mo suth condition was made by
the ministe rof Labor.. Thus there was
absolutely »o veason why the union lead-
ers should have ordeved the men back to
work, particularly as the hosses had
made no advance on their offer and had
made it clear that they would not do so.
* Im sueh circumstances it was under:’
standable -that the employers felt they

“had scored a victory when the unions

instructed the men to resume work. And
that they did feel so was clear when. an
official of the -employers’ orgzanization,
on being asked whether the pay offer
stood, veplied:

"'Oh, no! They turned that down. There
is mo ¢ash offer at all. They are going back
fo work ‘on the saome ferms and conditions.

" There:isno question of payment:at-all.-We'

did not ask them-#o'go back. They went
back by themselves,"

In actual faot the strikers went back
under worse conditions. Because of the
strike many men will find there is insuffi-
cient work for them for the next few
weeks; and as the bosses ended the guar-
anteed-week agreement during the strike,
it will mean light pay checks.

In the Merzeyside shipyvards the hosses
havé gone a step further and serubbed
out a wage increase which they “wmaie

‘some months ago. In isolated incidents

up and down the country, odd collections
of workers are now still .on. strike on
these and similar issues, and with the
employers feeling so cock o' the hoop
they are going to have a tough time
veaching any sort of settlement.

BEVAN'S BONER

What made the union leaders decide fo
cail off the strike? At this early stage ac-
curafe analysis is difficult. but certain fac.
tors stond out which undoubtedly influ-
enced those -union leaders who. got. cold
feet at the vital moment.

F‘u'stly, it must be recalled that thts
dispute in engineering and shipbuilding’
was a test case. The: Tory. governnrent
Has been setting its sights on-a general
halt on wage: claims as part of its gen-
eral ‘economic pohcy and 'has given en-
couragement to employers to resist de-
mands.for higher wages: -And the engi--
neering - employers:- were . extremely co-'
nperam-e in thia respect. 'Thus the-engi-
neering strike had-a very strong- back-
ground of a challenge: to the: govern-
ment’s - policies—so, muoch so that most
newspapers on the right played up that:
it was a “political strike,” or that many
unionists were trying to make it so.

- Secondly, the strike recived a tremen-
dous response fromr the whole movement
and one. of the problems confronting the

- union leaders was-to restrict it to the im-. .

mediate sections directly involved in the

- dispute. An example will show the depth

of feeling for the strike in the labor
movement as a whole.

In Parliament Nye Bevan suggested thot.
the minister of Laber sheald get the two
sides to put their cases o an independent:
assessor whao would then moke a recem-
mendation arsund which they would nego-
tiate. This suggestion was welcomed by

Huhrin end the employers—but bwﬂw

‘wnion’ men involved in the dispute it was
brushed psidé and Bevon received a 'rap
over the knuckles for his intérvention by
the Parliamentary Lobor Party. .

The following 'quote from an edi’fciﬁzl\l
in the extreme r1ght~wmg Daily Telsw
graph puts the matter in clear perspec-
tive:

“Mr. Bevan has brought his col!_eagpes
back to the ouly proper position for' a
responsible opposrtmr: in a situation hke
the present. Both in the shipbuilding and
the threatened engineering strike

are strong political undercurrents. The !

Socialist Party should beware lest its; at-
titude in Parliament gives even the
faintest encouragement to the idea that
the strike could or should be used to. ptr-
litical ends.”

Thus Bevan, for making a- suggesluon :

which smacked of compromise with- thé
employers, received a rebuff frony'the un-
ions, a rebuke from the Labor ‘Party; the
szupport of the Tory minister. of “Lalor
and the applause of the Tory press. This
not only indicates once again how mund
stable Bevan can be, but also 'shows How
widespread in the lahor mévement was
the support for the strikers and their
determination not to cowcede-points to
the employers or government. .

WHY THEY DID-IT i
Thirdly, the employers’ and' the' kov-

ernment used evéry possible theans tﬂ-tw 5

to show how irresponsible: -the umions
were to engage ina strike which “threab-
ened Britain's economy.”

- The right-wing: fmie-imlan---hdon_udﬂ
not-want to gef foo deeply invelved i an
apparent ‘chellenge to  the govérnment's
economic policies; they did nmot wanfthe
support for the strike 1o grow to - Wephing
where pressure-of ‘mays action' led' %o o
development of the strike in-wider! fsmues,
ond (becoirse of their essentially refdrm-
ist character) they did not wanFio pursue
o dispute which the employers and" gwdu-
ment said was crippling the counfry. i

At the first opportunity, thevefére,
they called the strike off. And they ﬂuw
have to face the consequences.

_ Just what developments wﬂi -fake. plfma

in the near-future:is- anyonz.a a}-
ﬁi& conrt of inquiry cbhles'nnt Wwith “an

offer unacceptable. to ‘the masd "of #he.

workers maybe there will be renewed des
mands for a continuation of the stnke .

Ted Hill has already promised’ that his
union at least will down tools agaiy if
there iz no aceceptable offer and Frank
Causins has stated in ne uncertain temus
that his union tossed out the idea of @
‘wage freeze” at last year's Traded Un-
ion Congress and it mtends to stJ.cL‘ 1:-35
that attitude. i

'lrIaybe the other union* lﬁaders wlﬂ
string along for fear of repercussiens
from their own members if they don’t.
Maybe large numbers of the workers,
disgusted with the recent sell-out, will
not feel inclined to suppert another.
strike call so readily as they did the Hst..
In fact the whole situation in- Britain's
industrial front is at the moment one l:ng
maybe,
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+ Fruits.” This fructiferous event referred

mainly to Syria and Jordan. What these
two countries had in common was that in
both, the pro-U.S. right had suddenly

“besome active and was trying to get rid

of its opponents.

In Syria the nationalist Col. Serraj
was going to be exiled to a foreign post.
He objected, thereby proving how “pro-
Communist” he is. . “Though the in-
ternal struggle for wntrol of the army
still is inconclusive, the conservatives

.are helieved to have drawn new hope

from the evidence of a vigorous Ameri-
can policy in the Middle East,” says the
Monitor story.

What evidenca?

King Hussein of Jordan seems to know
one piece of evidence. He is engaged in
trying to oust the socialist-nationalist
premier, Nabulsi, and form a new gov-
ernment “devoid of leftist control™—

“A possible goal of a mew Jordaonian
government would be to invite James P.
Richards., President Eisenhower’s Special
Ambassader to the Middle East, to visit
Amman to discuss the application of the
Eisenhower Déctrine to Jordan."

Just for a talks

L

TIMEO DULLES

' ET DONA FERENTES i,

The same day this appeared, the pa-
pers carried the Teport of Secretary
Dulles’ news- conference, the one that
was precipitated by his new biography.
The book had revealed that Dulles
guashed the Aswan Dam loan to Egypt
as a “gambit in the cold war,” that is, for
reasons somewhat less altruistic than ad-
vertised. In fact, it gave ground to sus-
peet that Ametican foreign aid was not
always Keved to sheer self-denying mag-
fignimity.

_- But what we're thinking of right now

3 bout this conference is another se.ctlon_.

¥

i - passage dealing. with Poland:

A reporter had asked Dulles ;hether

he thought a $75 million chunk of bak-~

sheesh’fo Warsaw was “sufficient to en-
courage Poland and other Communist
gatellites to veer away from Moscow.”

"'The reporter wasn't trying to provoke

anything; &-good Amerman. he was won-
dering whether the price was right.

Dulles was just as businesslike:

"Well, | don't think that the question of
whether. or not Poland veers away from
Moscow is quite as simple as-saying, can
it be bought for $60 million or $70 million
or $100 millien. . .." It's very complicated,
Dulles continued. "We don't think we are
geoing te buy anything spectacular just by
putting up a certain number of dollars.”

So, in spite of all slanders to the con-
trary, it's not true that Dulles thinks the
dollar ean simply buy everything.

L ]

A STEAL AT THE PRICE

It's more complicated than that; but
while we American statesmen would
rather die of shame than be caught brib-
ing a foreign government, still . .. when
_there's a bargain. ...

Last December, for instance, Ieeland’s
government decided to cancel its previous
request that U. S. military forces (hased
in Keflavik for war with. Russia) leave
the country.

A. N. Y. Times dispatch from Wash-
ington on Dec. 7, reporting the State De-
partment announcement, went on to ex-
plain in part:

"The lcelandic economy, based ulu@s‘l
entirely upon fishing, Is reported in finan-
cial and economic straits, with o praspec-
tHive deficit of about $30 million. SetHe-
ment of the disagreement over Kefiavik is
expected by authorities here to be fol-
lowed by United States economic aid."

The reindeers are coming.

JUST NO GRATITUDE

"Or take Guatemala. It's not a4 question
of buying out Castillo Armas, That mar-
ket has already been cormered. We're
talking about the way in which we self-
abnegating American statesmen just
pour out our money to a lot of unappre-
ciative foreigners with no thought of
gain or reward.

After all we did for and to Guatemala,

you'd think at least the “influential land-

owners” would be grateful. We saved
them from Communism, or if that isn’t
quite -accurate, then from something
worse—land reform. But in a T'imes dis-
patch from Guatemala City on March 24,
we find out:

“Influential londewners alse resent re-
fusal of United States officials here to
conduct research on cotton, Guuhmuiens
have been trying to build up an export
crop to lessen dependence on coffee os o
foreign-exchange earner. United Staotes of-
ficials told fthe Guatemalans that United
States funds could not be invested in try-
ing fo make Guatemala produce more of
a crop of which the United States had a
surplus. Louis E. Franke, director of the
Servicio here, confirmed this, saying it
was o matter of policy.”

It stands to reason that the U.S. has
to eram Guatemala’s economy into a
mold that suits us—because we can't let
the Guatemalans impair our national
sovereignty, can we?

We must add, in explanation of the
reference to “U. 8. funds,” that Guate-
mala contributes an equal amount te the
running of the Servicio (agricultural
service bureau), but this amount is not
as equal as others.

Since Castillo Armas overthrew the
previous democratically elected govern-
ment of Arbenz in 1954, after a bracing
talk with 1. 8. Ambassador Peurifoy,
the United States out of sheer generosity
has allotted about $66 million in all
forms of aid to Guatemala. This is more
that twice as much as the bargain-base-
ment rate for Iceland, but something be-
Jow  the contemplated “encouragement”
to. Poland.

While on the subjeet of Guatemala one
might mention that most of the $66 mil-
lion has gone for .. . highway construc-
tion.This mind-stupefying fact is an-
other proof of Washington's selfless lib-
erality. That imp. of Satan, Arbenz had

all sorts of ‘plans in his day 'to..waste-

money on an. ambitious program of and
development for the peasants; but the
‘U. 8. knows that what the little man in
Guatemala wants — after a hard day
picking ‘bananas for United Fruit—is a

' good high-gear road where he can take a

spiﬁ 'in his-Cadillac.
»

FRUITS OF A POLICY

Now, after this orgy of praise for
U. 8. benevolence, let ug permit a faint
note of doubt to intrude, as we come to
the last elipping.

This is a column by the Times" foreign-
affairs commentator C. L. Sulzberger,
April 3. He has moments of dubiety
about the American aid program for In-
dia and Pakistan, economic and military.

It's vital that India make good, he
says, in order to prove that Mao Tse-
tung’s system is not the only way to de-
velop a country. But India's chances in
this contest are hampered by its arms
race with Pakistan—

“Part of India’s budget is supported by
our economic generosity. But another part
is drained off by New Delhi's determinag-
tion not to lag behind Karachi militarily.
Pakistan's moteriel comes from us.

“Both countries spend on defense infi-
pitely more than they can afford. The
amount in each case is probably over haolf
the national income. Neither, within the
foreseeable future, con become strong
enough to stave off open Soviet aggres-
sion. But cach is repidly attaining o capa-
bility to cripple the other.

“American policy of arming Pakistan
tends indirvectly to weaken disastrously
the Indian economy. It has also provoked
another neighboring land, Afghanistan,
to make an unhealthy weapons deal with

‘the USSR on the assumption such equip-

ment is required because of a frontier
argument with the Pakistanis.
“Therefore, by our policy, we encour-
age indireetly a sterile military spending
race. None of the South Asian countries
can afford this. And India’s new five-year
plan—upon which we ultimately bhase

‘such hopes—is poing down the drain.”

Coneclusions: (1) “Clearly the time has
come to think this through more care-
fully.,” (2) "“But hasn't the moment al-
ready arrived to cut down military as-
sistance to thatl country [Pakistan] and

Greek Labor Perks llpj-'
No Thanks to Lovestone

By ANDRE GIACOMETTI

The report that follows on the activi-
ties of the Greek Anti-Colonial League
was written by Lucien Weitz, a leading
member of the left wing of the French
Socialist Party until his expulsion from
that party last December for criticizing
the Mollet government in the London
Tribune. It appeared in Correspondance
Socialiete Internationale; the sections
below are excerpts.

As Comrade Weitz points out, the cre-
ation of the League may contribute to
the crystallization of the independent
tendencies in the Greek labor movement,
which is at present in a state of pros-
tration.

Since the end of the war, there have
not been any orgonized sociclist parties
in Greece. The organization that went un-
der the name of "Socialist Party"” after
the war was a motely Stalinist-oriented
group which has dissolved since. The
trade-union movement, organized as the
Greek Federation of Labor, is in the
hands of a government-cantrolled appa-
ratus; in spite of its affiliation with the
international Confederation of Free Trade
Unions, it is more okin fo the state-con-
irolled labor organizations eof Spain and
of certain Lotin Americon republics.

. At the end of the war, the Stalinists
were in a dominating position. The fail-
ure of the Stalinist-led revelution and
the repression during the civil war had

.

disasirous consequences for
movement as a whole.

The present leader of the G. F. of L.,
Makris, owes his post to the Greek gov-
ernment and to Irving Brown, the Amer-
ican AFL’s international operator to
whom he is directly responsible. He
maintains himself in power through in-
timidation and economie reprisals against
opponents, complicity with the police and
a pe-:uhar check-off system: according
to Greek labor law, the union dues of
the workers are paid by the employer
directly to the head office of the Greek
Federation of Labor (ie, Makris) who
then dolez them out to the men he has
placed at the head of the various indus-
trial unmnq

All unions that show signs of militancy
and independence are thus cut off from
theivr own dues. This goes a long way
to explain why there has been mno im-
portant strike movement in Greece in
recent years in spite of one of the lowest
living standards in Europe.

In this connection, the disgraceful role
of Irving Brown and of Jay Lovestone's
“Free Trade Union Committee” must
once again be noted. The present corrupt
set-up in the Greek trade-union move-
ment is primarily due to its activities;
it has even been reported that Irving
Brown was in a position to threaten a
liberal government in Greece with a cut

(Turn to last page)
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Speed llp for the Finish!

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Director

We don't know whether it was our

warnirg of a week ago or not, but thig

week the contributions reached their
highest total for a weekly period, a sum

totaling $1091.50; This is still ‘below the-

wecekly ‘average that we need for the
rest of the month to finish the drive suc-
cessfully by May 1, but itis a good start
toward that end.

Chicago came through handsomely

with a contribution of £430, lifting the

Windy City over the 50 per cent mark
and into the runmning to finish near the
top where it customarily ends the drive.

The National Office quota also took a-

big jump with a 2500 contribution for
the week, putting the N.O. in third place
behind St. Louis, which still heads the
list, and Bay Area. Los Angeles, Strea-
tor, Newark, Pittsburgh and Philadel-
phia also came through this week, help-
ing to boost the weekly income,

CONTRIBUTE TO

ISL FUND DRIVE

THE

Independent Secialist League

114 West 14 Street, N.Y.C.
Enclosed is $....ccvievmninminin. 28 MY
contribution to the ISL's Fund
Drive.

NAME

ADDRESS

cITY BTATE

(Muke checks out to Albert Gates)

belp develop its disturbingly backward
economy ?”

Or as Dulles said in that news confer-
ence: “This is all part and parcel of a
very complicated . .. process, . .." That's

the thanks we get for being so good to’

everybody.

Though this may sound like a great
deal of activity, it is so only in part
Eleven areas contributed nothing during
the week, Thizs means heavier going for

the rest of the campaign, since, to. finish

at the top, we must  receive. payments
from every area, evemwenk.ela- it.is, a
glance at the box score qhuwa that more
than half of the quotas assigned are still
below the fifty per cent-mark whien the
drive is’ two-thirds over.

This alarm signal may sound like old
stuff, since we have never failed to
earry out a fund drive successfully. But
we have never been so faf behind at this
date. Saying this is no expression of lack
of confidence about the finish. All we are
trying to do is spur the ISL, its friends
and sympathizers to push. the drive a
little harder, and, most of. all, to get
their contributions collected and moneys
remitted a little faster,

Heading, Oregon and Massachusetts
are long overdue. Pittsburgh, New York,
Cleveland and Los Angeles are far be-
hind in their local campaigns. We have
no doubt that all of them will make their
quotas, but at this time they are lageing
far behind the pace set by other areas,

FUND DRIVE BOX SCORE

City Quota Paid ]
$10,000 $4708 47.8
St. Louis ... 25 26 100
Bay Area ... 400 365 91.2
Nat'l Office ..... 1,250 1120 89.6
Seattle ...cveeeeee 100 80.50 80.5
Buffalo i 100 6b 65
Detroit ..... 400 235 58.7
Chicago ..... 2,000 1170 b8.5
Newark ... 450 260.60 - 57.8
Philadelphia ... 200 98 49
Streator ... 25 10 40
Los Angeles’.. 660 200 30.7
Cleveland ........ 150 4bh 30
New York .... 3,900 1079 27.6
Pittsburgh ...... 200 65 27.5
Reading ..coieeee T8 0 0
Oregon ... 50 1} . 0
Mass. ...emmeen 256 1] 0
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Chicago Symposium:

The Legion Misfired

Last week, Challenge published an ac-
count of the meeting in Chicago which
was attacked by the American Legion,
That report was taken from mewspaper
elippings. The following story is an eye-
witness deseription of the event. Given
the importance of the meeting—from a
general political, and a civil liberties,
point of view, we are carrying this ac-
count.—ED,

Chicago, Apr. 3

In spite of two stench bombs,
about 600 people, mostly students,
crowded Mandel Hall at the Uni-
versity of Chicago on Wednesday,
to hear a symposium on the rela-
tionship between socialism and de-
mocracy and how it affects the
American scene.

The big audience, in demonstrating
solidarity with freedom of speech and
assembly, disregarded an American Le-
gion’s demand that the meeting be ban-
ned. They came to hear the following
speakers: Max Shachtman, chairman of
the Independent Socialist League; Mul-
ford Sibley, a well-known speaker of the
Socialist Party and a2 member of the
faculty of the University of Minnesota;

" and_ Fred Fine, a National Gommlttee

emier of the Communist Party.

. Chancelfor- Lawrence A. Kimpten of the
I.Iainnhy of Chicago firmly refused to
Tuesday #o.concel the meeting. The Amer-
fcan Legion's Cook- County Council hod
demanded thet Kimpton ban the sympo-

sium, which was sponsored by the Social-

ist Club ond Young Socialist League of the
University of Chicage.

In a-letter to the Legion, Kimpton
stated that in his judgment it would not
be “desirable or wise"” for him to cancel

.the meeting. He also remarked that “It

can be- anticipated that the socialist rep+
resentatives in the debate will be in no
applicable agreement with the Commu-
nist representatives.”

He stated further that he was confi-
dent that the student body “will be able
to judge at their real worth the asser-
tions the Communist representative
makes,”

Legion members passed out handbills
outside the hall, urging the public to boy-

" coti the meeting, Inside the auditorium

two stench bombs were released. OUne of
the bombs, consisting of foul-smelling
material in glass, was broken on the
floor. "Apparently, the second bomb was
poured into an air vent. Although the
odor permeated the hall for most of the
evening, nobody left.

SOCIALIST CASE

The meeting got under way when mod-
erator Lawrence Scott, of the American
Friends Service Committee, announced
that each speaker would have 26 minutes
for his main presentation; this would be
fotlowed by a period for guestions from
the audience, and concluded with five-
minute summaries.

Applause greeted his congratulations
to Chancellor Kimpton for defending
civil ‘ liberties, and each speaker subse-
quently added his appreciation also.

Sibley, @ pocifist, speaking first, oul-
lined the need for democracy and social-
ism in America in sweeping analytic ferms.
The bankruptcy of New-Dealism and New
Republicanism, he said, is reveaied by
their inobility o provide solutions o the
realities of poverty, unemployment and

© war.

He showed that the distribution of the
national wealth, percentage-wise, had

not changed appreciably since the turn
of the century, contrary to most liberals’
belief that our main economic difficulties
are over.

Nor has liberalism made a dent in solv-
ing the problems of dcmntracy, he assert-
ed. And the labor unions, which could
lead the nation, are still tied to the coat-
tail of capitalism,

He further noted that by and large
the people of America are politically
backward and apathetic. Their level of
political consciousness is low and must
be raised through socialist education,
since the major political parties have
mothing relevant to say about expanding
or even safeguarding present democracy.

As second ipeaker, Max Shachiman
stated his essential agreement with Sibley
and proceeded to an analysis of the isola-
tion of American socialism. He aicribed
this not only to the objective situation but
alse to the fact that the Stalinists ond
capitelists hod succeeded in identifying
socialism with Stalinism in the minds of the
people.

He vigorously stated that there is no
room in the movement of American so-
cialism for the defenders of the Stalinist
regime. In unequivocal terms he empha-
sized that only through democracy can
socialism be achieved,

‘He defined-democracy as a.11 the_ free-
aums outlined in the Bill of nghf.s ‘plus
the fullest socialist application of these
in the economic and social realm.

CPer WHITEWASHES

The Communist Party spokesman
Fine, apparently a  Dennis faction man,
read his speech. His remarks centered
one-sidedly on- the fight for civil liberties,
He also talked of an “anti-monopoly
coalition” and *anti-monopoly govern-
ment."”

When he quoted G. D. H. Cole as saying
that only a small minority in Russia were
affected by the lack of freedom, the audi«
ence prompitly hooted. In defense, Fine
said that he was only quoting.

In passing he glossed over Russia’s
totalitarian outrages by calling them
“mistakes.”” And even in case of these
admitted mistakes, the impression given
was that Stalinist politics was not at
~fault, but rather that Russia was driven
to “mistakes” by outside forces. '

Following the main presentation, the
audience sent up a stack of written ques-
tions for the speakers to answer. Lack
of time demanded that the moderator
gelect a few.

Both the CP and Shachtman were
asked to comment on the recent Hun-
garian events. In explanation, Fine
talked of "“60,000 fasecists” who had
crossed the border and caused the revolu-
tion. In passing he said the CP neither
condemned nor condoned Russia's action
in Hungary.

By way of reply Shachtman proved
that even the foreign editor of the Daily
Warker had branded as a lie the tale
about the 60,000 fascists entering: Hun:
gary. And even if they had, what a com-
mentary it would be on the Communist
rulers of Hungary when Hungarian peo-
ple conld welcome fascists after 12 years
of Stalinist rule!

Sibley was asked how he counld trust
the people to rule themselves when he
thought them backward and apathetic.
On this score Sibley felt ambivalent, On
the optimistic side he thought that peo-
ple’s need for demacracy must lead them
to fight for socialism. But as to whether
the people could rise and succeed in this,
he could offer no advance guarantee,
-Some wiseacre felt it necessary to ask,
“Are you guys serious?’ Each of t&:e

Russian

The following are eweerpts from a let-
ter, written by a Russian university stu-
dent, which appeared in The Nation of
April 8. The Nation, reprinfing this item
from Forum, en Austrian megazine,
notes that the letter was translated into
English by Helmut W, Bonheim, but
gives: no indication of whom it wasg writ-
ten to or how oblained. As Challenge
readers will see, the letter presents im-~
pressive evidence on the wide range of
student unrest in Russia, about which
there has been many fragmentary re-
portg tn the press recenily.—EDITOR,

Mascow

November 30, 1956 is a memorable day
for us Russian students; someé say, a his-
toric day. After Professor B, E. Syro-
jetschkowitch’s required lecture on Marx-
ism-Leninism [in Lomonossow Univer-
sity, Moscow] there followed the usual
discussion, during which a student . . .
posed a question of decisive importance,
perhaps the question which will detey-
mine the destiny of our form of Marx-
ism: How was it possible for a general
strike to oceur in a socialistic. state—to
speak plainly, in the Hungarian People's
Democracy — since* & general strike
‘against a workers’ and- peasants' govern-
ment was impossible? <

Professor Syro;eﬁsci:komtch Was ﬂ-nI:v
able to give as an answer what we could
read in our daily newspapers: For a dis-
cussion at the university level this was
too little. He began to speak about the
terror of Horthy-fascistic officers and di-
versionist Western 1mpenaimw. but his
words were drowned in the protests of
the students, who proved to him with a
flood of Lenin quotations that he had not
attempted to answer the actual guestion.
... The discussion became noisy and con-
fused and the professor preferred to
withdraw. ...

On the following day the notice hoards
of the Komsomol organization of the
Lomonossow University carried hand-
written sheets demanding an honest re-
port and a frank discussion of the situa-
tion in Hungary. By lecture time, the no-
tices had been removed, but their . con-
tents spread that morning from meuth
to mouth.

At midday fresh notices were posted -

announcing a meeting of the Komsomol

speakers was put in the position of giv-
ing a personal moving affirmative an-
swer, which brought applause from the
audience,

In the summaries, Fine reiterated his
apologetics for totalitarian Stalinism.

Shachtman coneluded by stressing that
from the time of Marx on, socialists have
maintained that the only road to social-
ism is through democcracy and that there
can be no democracy without socialism,
He solidarized himself 100 per cent with
the Hungarian people against their Stal-
inist butchers.

Sibley explained that even. should the
socialist democratic ideal mnever be
achieved, nevertheless the struggle for it
—the tension: between reality and the
ideal—is absalutely necessary for any so-
cial progress.

The reaction of the campus and eity-
wide daily press was to poohpooh this
very successful meeting, where it didn’t
garble it or slander it. The meeting had
all the ingredients for an educational
suecess: a packed hall; stimulating dis-

-eussion; a lively question period; enthu-

siastic audlence response; and a victory
over the anti-democratic American Le-

gion gag policy.

Letter from a

_into their
" ploiters? When Linkow objected to these

Student

at which the “shameful” events of the
previous day were to be discussed, The
meeting took place in the Ostrowskij
Clubroom and was opened by Linkow,
the secretary of the Komsomol Organi-
zation. His first remark necess&rily acted
as a provocation to most of those pres-
ent: he declared that it was the Komso-
mol's duty to aveid in the future “such
excesses as had degraded the academie
halls” the day before. The result was
only that a new ‘“excess” immediately
developed. In a quickly improvised vote,
“The Hungarian Questmn in the Light
of Marxism-Leninism” was declared the
only item on the agenda and thus the
control of the discussion .was wrested
from the officers. The very first speaker
spoke of an ‘over-bureaucratized sys-

“tem" which had estranged itself from

the masses and was therefore trying to
maintain itself with the methods of the
recently unmasked Beria,

This referred to Hungary, but the
comparison with the Soviet Union was
obvious and was even . ... spoken of
openly: if the conclusions reached by the
Twentieth Party Congress are.not fol-
lowed up, must we not expeet a similar

-development here and will not our work-

ers rise one day under the banner.of
Lenin against, thoge whcrh:me developed
bourgeois, bureaucfatic ex-

“anti-party sentiments,” and tried to get
the floor from the speaker, he encount-
ered such vehement opposition among the
students, that he left the hall together
with his associates. But the discussion
continued and even involved several ac-
tunsts of the Komsomol. . ‘o

FEI!HEHT -SPREADS

On December 3 the admmmtrat_ion
actually expelled 140 students because of
“chuliganstwoe” (rowdyism) and at the
same time announced that the lectures
on Marxism-Leninism would be suspend-
ed until after the New Year’s holidays.

It was the first time in the history of
the Moscow university that the adminis-
tration found itself forced to suspend
lectures because the teaching staff was
not equal to dealing with questions which
might arise in the discussions. The stu-
dent- body recognized in this a victéry
which they had bullied out of the Komso=
mol. Contrary to the expectations of the
-‘Komsomel secretaries, who counted on
an ebbing of excitement, the discussions
in the clubs and student gquarters econ-
tinued. , » .

The significance which the Komsomol
attributed to the discussions at the uni-
versity had the interesting result that
similar discussions broke out in other
places too. In the middle of December,
the Komsomol activists of the Moscow
army distriet were foreed to convene in
order to deal with similar developments
in the garrison. We in Moscow also heard
of occurrences at the Leningrad Univer-
sities. . . . Lively discussions are also’in
progress at the universities in Kiev,
Charkov, Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk and
even in central Asia, in Taschkent.

Almost the whole of the Soviet youth
has been seized by the wave of discus-
gions. This is undoubtedly one of the
most interesting political movements to
have emerged since Stalin’s death. Sig-
nificantly enough, however, it was not
started by the men in power, not “from
above,”

also have to be found within the socialis-
tie camp, a
can advance but can hardly hinder. , ...

but spontaneously and from
within the socialistic camp itself. Prob- .
ably the solution to this movement will

solutien whieh those ahove
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A Chapter in the Tragedy
- Of the "Zionist Fulfillment®

By HAL DRAPER:

One doesn’t often-go to-the New ¥orker for serious poltical issues,
as we did last week, but here we:go again: The occasion.is a second dis-
patch from embatfled Palestine by ‘A. J. Liebling; this time- (March 30)
a “Letter from Tel Aviv'" which wends its way through the back-of-

the-baok carteons, ads,

clippings: for -the -Raised. Eyebrows Dept.

In spite of -the title:Liebling is again: writing about what he found

in. Gaza. Here i a no-maws-land
bétween the Israelis and Egyptians
‘he saw both-contestants.quite plain

and, more than-that; dares to say -

g0 The result is. unusual reportage.
There are two thimgs he -does

. very well, The first continues a theme:in

By "Letter from. Gaza.” He goes:intd-it
again, and we da teo now,. since-there; is
nothing more: important than. this point
i amy discussion of the Middle East
conflict.
[t is the opportunity that was not
taken by Israel
- Parenthetically; Liebling thinks an op-
portunity was also lost by the UN, for he
seems to favor. thg UN's foreible inter--
nationalization of Gaza; as the least evil.
We can-go along with him a certain dis-
tance, for, ms we explained March 4, we
favored a free plebiscite by the people of
Gaza and would hope in such a plebiscite
that -the choice be' for internationaliza-
tion under UN administration. But un-

fortunutely Liebling  simply takes for-

granted- that this solution should ‘be“im-
posed on Israel and Egypt by foreigners,
just as both of the rivals yell for UN
imposition of their own desires on the
other fellow.

But the conditions which Liebling de-
scribies are very relevant to the line of
policy for Israel which secialists should
favor—and which has shown itself to be
so impossible foi the chauvinist Israeli
recrime.

There was plenty of potentiality in Gaza:
—even In the hell-hole of Gazal—for @
genvinely socialist lsraeli government io
appeal fo the people of Gaza themselves.
as cgainst.the Egyption enemy.

This fact is the starting-point of a
program for Israel-Arab relations which
turns a sharp edge against both the pro-
vocative chauvinism of Ben-Gurion and
the reactiomary- dictatorship of Nasger.
It" undereuts the propaganda of both
sides, which is mbout the only reading
fare one usually has.

As mentioned,” Liebling poes back to
the theme of hiz previous dispateh: “The

- state of belligerency between Istael and

Egvpt pave bath countries an excuse for
ignoring thé refugees. *The two govern-
mehts were in 'a sense allies against the
(azans, just as Israel -and® Jordan,
thouph belliperent, are tacit -allies
against the internationalization 6f Jeru-
palem.t. . M

. HATRED OF EGYPT
. :""EE'.!—“'#?." “wiites - Liebling, owho'does':

tot offer-the refugees “Egyptian- citizen~

ship or to permit thenr to-immigrate; has-

profited” by théir presence as am excuse

"oy halding hei-Calais: [ie., a bridgehead”
= gr-foreign“tarritory ] and* at ‘the--same.

* time fefusing to accept-any surcease of
their woes short of what she knows ta 'be-
impossible-<mass return to their preeise

© “points of departure.” Israel too has-put

7 off the subject-of compensation.

‘f48hling ~puty no stock in “the  pros
~Efvptian  demonstrations  held- in - the

" Strip after the Israeli-departure; he-de-

* rpites - their “spontaneity” and reperts

they were organized by Egyptian- hench-
men, For backzround-on this and other
points, by the way, Liebling is very good
i eonveying the atmosphere of idleness
mid - despair ‘which' is forced -on the
Gazans and crowded refugees by condi-

tions for which nof they have the respon-
sibility but- the Egyptians and Israelis
topether. .

“The’ Egyptians' had huilt up a big
reservoir - of Tresentment against-thém-

selves because-they treated:botir the-long-
time Gaza residents’and the refugees as-

subject peoples-. . . F heard' several spon-
taneous testimonials to the former occu-

_ pants, among’ them, ‘The Egyptian sol-

diers -took ‘off their shees 3o -they could
run faster,! ‘Only - the Palestine Regi-
ment freernited from refugees] fought—
that's why it had all the casualties,” and
even (if the speaker: was sure his inter-
locutor wasn’t an-Israeli) ‘All the feda-
.veen were refugees. Do you think- an
Egyptian would dare go acress that
Iine?' On the night of the Egyptian sur-
render, a mob looted the enormous, hide-
ous new palace: of the Egyptian gover-
(NOY. v+ » While there was a prospect that
the United Nations would take the Strip
over for an appreciable -period, a good
deal of anti-Egyptian sentiment — even
in the presence of-known: Egyptian:in-
formers—was audible.”

THEY DIDN'T WANT TO

The fact is, thén,; that hatred, militency
and despair were forces that boiled up in
the Gozan population agoinst both the
Egyptian and Israelis. The Egyptianzs were
able o channelize this elemental force
against lsrael for obvicus reasons: the
country right across the border waos the
one thot had robbed the refugees of their
loand ond property. This lsrael was their
enemy.

The thought that obviously., haunts
Liebling -is that a different Isvaeli zov-
ernment, one of justice and mercy, could
and should have made friends and allies
of the Palestinian Arabs of Gaza.

In February-March, says Liebling
(who- was' there at thig time), “there
were a great many people who, for dis-
pavate reasons, had become-approachable
by an honest broker,” But Israel took no
steps; plainly didn't want to. “And from
the moment when-the Israeli leaders rec-
ognized that they would not be there long
—which must have been indeed early in
thair negotiations ‘with the Americans
and the UN—they did nothing to.lay a
foundation for future. reconciliation.'. -

Like the Egyptians, Israel treated the

Gazans as simple: pawns; objects that

were in the- way, déplorable encumbran-

ces on the-scensry; the attitude was the

callous:one-of .the: colonialist.  (One nates-

that -Et: €ol.»Ggony the- Fsraelic military: -
-eongueroy -and: then military governor-of -

Gaza,; -had gained-his military experience’
“with the DPutch 'drmy in the Far East.”)

Here: the-remarks-Liebling: made in his
first dispatch would come-in; but in the
.present:-artiele-he does something. addi~
tional thdt-is. inferesting.. For from a

distance:it-is only on the.big issues-that.

one- ean concretize what it would” mean
for u new: Israel te make an.appeal-from-
below to the Arab masses.- And from a
distance “this is~ne ‘doubt enough: -
WHAT WASN'T DONE

Being right on the spoh, however, Lieh-

Ning- gees ‘inte seme _detnil on- two very

immedipte ‘things that the lsruelis could
have done during their eccupation i they
‘had' really wanted touse 'Gaza as a model
to shaw that lsroel intended: justice and
friendship to the Arab. people,.as against
the Arab kings, colonels and dictators.

He explains how Israel could have
belped the Gazans save their orange crop
this year—true, at 'some expense of Zen-

erosity on their part but not rezlly very .

miich, - And - seeondly,-there had been a
plan to rebuild the jetty at Gaza's fishing -

‘port, which was a wrétk when Liebling

saw it after four months of Israeli occu-
pation. Nothing' was. done; for: “I. fear
that the Israeli- occupation guthorities
wanted to put nothing into. Gaza.-that
they couldn’t take out with:them.”:

These are only twa examples; but they
open: a door;-for othérwise -how: can one,
in. .New - York, possibly  detail all- the-
things=it. would -mean if: Israel were to
come to the Aral people not as conguer-

‘orgor threats but as:friends and: allies

of “theirs ‘against their ‘Arab overlords?
—that.is, if Isrdel were really ta be that
“bastion of demoeraey" in the Middle
East that its admirers prétend?

Of: course; this is not just a questiomn of
Gaza; this applies-to the 'whole pamut of
Israel’s relations to the- Arab peoples in
the surrounding: states, to.the Palestin-
ian Arab refugees: outside the borders,
to the Israsli Arab minority inside the
borders. In Gagza, the Israel-Arab prob-
lem is only synopsized and heightened in
dramatic guality.

"I FELT ASHAMED"

Are there people in Israel who see the
praoblem this wayj. who' can see through
the-miasma of chauvinist feeling which
lies over that country like a chilling fog?
Liebling has shown that he is guite sen-
sitive to this aspect of the ideological
climate of Israel; so he has no illusions.
But he-sees at least one chink of hope.

If the [sraeli occupation had remained,
he thinks, maybe personal contact with
the people of the Strip would have influ-
enced Israelis’ thinking. Maybe. In any
case, he takes heart in meeting a young
Israeli paratrooper, who is also & writer
of sorts, a subre (native-horn) though
his parents had come from Europe,

“I looked at those people sitting there

so sad," the young: soldier-intellectual told
him. "Having been borm here; | speak
Arabic, of course, and | talked to some.
| thought, they are Palestinians like ‘me,
I felt ashamed. b though®, we have driven
our neighbors from their land ond we-are
giving it to Europeans—we are begging
Europeans to come here and toke our
neighbors' land. But we must live with our
neighbers if we are to stay here. The old
men who run the government don't under-
:Mljld this, becouse they.ore Europeans,-
oo." - .

Liebling adds, as his final. word:: “I
wonder-how brodd: and deep. this current
Tuns:”

It is-a good question; and a moot one.

. The: current represented by- the young

soldier has often been noted among the
vouth, but no one really knows. It is good,
however, to understand first what this
current means.

In the first place, it sounds: like a
counterposition of “Palestinian” to “Eu-
ropean:” There are-vther elements woven
into this counterposition. One.of the most
prominent is the question of Zionizin and
its fate in Israel.

For it is not really true that the “Eu-
ropeans” wha still run® Israel; don’t un-

. derstand. the importance:of living with

their neighbors the- Arabs. They have
made countless speeches-and written in-
numerable words: about it The-robbing
of the Palestinian' Arabs was not a pleas-
ure -but -a guilty hurden om-their - con-
science. The ‘fetoeity of chanvinisnt that
gireeted: the recent aggression on. Egypt
was in part at least ‘a ferodity -that
sought to blanket out-the knowledge that
virtuaily only—the“day before they«had
still: been:making- speeches: expesing the
suicidal,. reactionary and eriminal.char-
acter of “‘preventive war." —
The "eld men' wnderstand this. - That's

not their frouble.:What tho young soldier

may not understand; however, ls why ‘the
old men act the wey they do: in spite of
‘the ‘understanding. ,

-WHO -ARE-THE -NATION?--- - -
For them, as Ben-Gurion®patiently ex-
plains at every opportunity, Istael existe
‘only or primarily to bring about the
“Ifigathering of the Exiles,” to abolish
the Didspora and bring all Jews'to Pales-
tine; This i5 the  Zionist “fulfillment.”
For the “old men," the present state of
Israel is only an instrument—and not
the final one—to bring azbouut this Zionist
fulfillmemt. Foi- the cabra, Isriel is a
land for its people,-like any other land.
For the current which is being: Lhorm as
‘thé new generations of sabras grow up
into the palitical world, Zionism appears
as an alien’s dream. Although the Zion-
ists looked forward-to their own- stite so
that the Jewish “nation”™ might have-its
own territorial base, the new Israeliz do
not feel as “Jews” but ds a new nation
which is distinet from' those “FJews! of
whom the Zionists talks
They do 1ot necessarily: feel that they
have something specially “national’® in
common with (say) the beaming Ameri-
can Zienist tourists: who come to -see
what their charity-money has beendo-
ing, and who, they are told, are: also
“Jews"—Jews who would consider it a
personal calamity ¥ they were. ever in-
gathered” in accordance with their creed.
Thesa aliens are of our “nation,” and-anot
our fellow Palestinians who have lived
on this lend for over a millenium? . . .
Here we have ene possible element in
that “de-Zionization'" of lsrael—in this
case, from within—which i3 central to the
- healthy solution of the Middle  East (im-
pusse. The young soldier whom Liebling
quotes is basically counterposing Israeli
nationkood to Zienizm, not Palestinians to
Europeans.
®

This leaves, for separate conaidera-
tion next week, the second ‘issue that
oemerges from Liebling’s report: the vole
of the fedayeen in the Middle East scrap,
and its overinflation hy. Israel..To. Lieb-
ling’s-we will aleo: add other material: on
this question.which rarely sees.the light
of print.

Entertainment . . . Dancing . . Lote buffet. . . -
At ADELPHI HALL, 74 Fifth Avenue, near 13 Street-

I¥4 going o be mﬁiﬁmﬁrmy@;@mwtw&é--;.- X

‘with the Independent Socialist League and ¥SL |
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Harich:Group in:East Germany

8y PHILIP COBEN

Last week LA published excerpts from a manifesto.
put out by a Communist opposition group in Bast Ger-
many led by Prof: Harick, who was recently sentenced
to 10 vears by the Stalinist court. We reproduced this
document as quoted by Rainer Hildebrandt in the Nﬁw
Leader. Hildebrandt said there that it had been dis-
tributed as a leaflet to “Communist offices throughout
East Germany” on the day the accusations against the
Harich group were printed in the newspapers.

We now discover that the whole of this document by
the Harich group appeared in the March 17 dissue of
$he London Observer, ond it contains much interesting

. material not included by Hildebrandt.

{However, according to the Observer’s note, the docu-
ment'is a memorandunt written by Harich “in the last
days before arrest, and passed to Social-Democrats in
West Berlin. 1t shows signs of hurried -:nm!:ms]tfon anﬂ,
in its emphasis ‘and in some speeial pleadmg: is: prob-
ably colored by bejng addressed mainly to Soc:al-.'[)emo-
crats.” The @bserves doez not mention any distribution
via leaflet.) i

The complete text makes even more obvious what
was already clear from the excerpts: the Harich.group,
in the tourse of painfilly thinking its way uu!.:_of it
Stalinist past, had arrived at a point quite similar to
that of many ecritical fellow-travelers, but for .-the
Harich group this represented a mnotabie progréss
Taken statically, Harich seems to be at about the same
way-station as. (say) Isaac Deutscher, but they- are
woving in opposite directions,

®

The document. has six sections. The first introduces
the group.as such: “We are a group of functionaries of
the Socialist Unity Party [SED, the ruling party]...
ete. ]

Harich says that the “broad following”.of the group
“has grown particularly in‘the cultvral institutions of

_the German 'Demoeratic- Republic [East Germany]—

upiversities, techmical 'and -other colleges, newspaper.
offices, publighing houses.”

In the néxt passage, in addition to ascribing influence

to “personal -discussions -with ' Polish,: Hungarian .and.
Yugoslav comrades;” ‘Harich 'says, “Our ideological de-
velopment owes 1nost. to" Comrade Georg Lukaes,” the,
Hufigarian ~Communist -philosopher -who -went with
Nagy in the revolution and who pi?}'ed' an impoﬂmgt
intellectual role in the -pre:revolutionary. ferment in
Badapest among the intellectuals and .'stu.dents--pmﬁcn:,
larly. (
A LONG IDEOLOGICAL PROCESS e

If-Harich’s ideas, as .expressed in-this document,
really ‘do reflect-Lukaes! conceptionsin- those. pre-Octo-
‘ber ‘days, then one. can see-how right was the analysis
wade by “Hunhgariseus” ' {(see LA~ Mareh, 11) when he
probed rthe reasons for the political 'weakness of the,
opposition inside the Hungarian OP. More to: illustrate,
this below: . .

Of  Bertolt ‘Brecht, -whom: Harich eclaims.as-a sup-
porter up tothe writer's death, the decument says: “in
our frequent discussions with him we'learned of the
bitternéss -and ~disappointment with. which - he: wiewed
present -conditions inthe GDR:"~ il

' “We have gone through-a long- process of ideological:
clarification;” writes Harich, beginning 'with the death.
of Stalin. “Strong impulses” came from the June 1953

-days: Then after-the 20th. Congress the group. worked - -
. out & definite platform for party discussion.

_Here ‘follows a passage which, in: its- naivetd, under-
lines  the political - immaturity of this group as i,'""_'"-“
to emerge from Stolinism, The party leoders, relates.
Harich, refused even to look at the plafferm, let alone
organizé a party discussion on it. “Hence," writes
Harich, "we felt compelled to hand our 'platform’' to
the Soviet ambassador, Comrade Pushkin, in order %o
reach our party leaders through his good offices ' ;

Since this is all that is said on'this weird’ episode,
one-wonders whether Harich appreciated the ireny: thll
group, which proposed seriously to reform theparty in
the -direction of national soversignty among other- nice
things; had to go to the Russian gauleiter to try to get
& hearing for-its thesis in their own,pai:ty. 5l =

In faet-it-is: at :this point -that Harich volubly ex-
pounds his determination to keep his fight on the legal,
internal-level in the. party. “Tt.is not our-intemtion to

- break with the party and become renegades in the man-

Ter, -of, say; Arthur Koestler.” He wants to “liberate

‘sMarxism-Leninisni from Stalinism and ‘dogmatism.” .,

“i. < Rut.after all, this i being written -in anticipation of

. Kfrest; 4E
“its limi

; “Durilepality, however,” concedes Harich, “‘finds.
when 'the present party. leadership. itself. acts.

- illegally,~THis s, ii-our- opinion; happening now. So-it

-

“i- Thereis one

is at this point that Harich invokes the .example of
““Karl Tiebknecht, who in 1914 and again in 1918 vio-
Jated party discipline so as to save the party.”" The
language is still that of party loyalism. In fact, Harich
protests his continuing loyalty ‘to the party (as «dis-
tinet from the party leadership). and to the “German
Denioeratic Republic.”

STALIN OR TROTSKY?

in the second section, "Our ldeological Conception,"
the baosic ideas are completely reformist, with regard
to both capitalism and Stalinism: the two systems, in
coexistence, will reform each other through o process
of ‘mutual interpenetration of influence, democratizing
the latter and socializing the former. It is categorically
“laid down that the USSR is a sociulist state, though not
a model for others.

Here Havich tries to grapple with the question why
this “socialist  state” degenerated. The process was
“historically conditioned”:

“Apart from Russian backwardness and lack of
democratic traditions, the overgrowth of the party and
state apparatus which marks it resulted from the need
rapidly to catch up with the West in industrial develop-
ment. This first industrialization of the USSR was nec-
essary; to this extent Stalin .was right and Trotsky
WEAS wrong.

“Buot the methods and forms by which it was achieved
implied a political degeneration of the Bolshevik party
and the Soviet state and in seeing ‘this Trotsky -was
right, while Stalin, in.denying it, was wrong.”

Note that Harich here clings to the justification of
Stalin's course as “necessary” except for ‘‘the methods
and forms,” which were bad, unnecessary, and wrong.
But this same passage-continues on as follows right

_inta a blatant contradiction: =~ - 7 - "R

"It is'this degeneriition of party and state which has
led the 20th Party Congress to criticize the methods
and forms of Stalinism. However, such -eriticismof
:Stalin was not a Marxist analysis: it did not even touch
the basic reasons ‘of the degemerztion of' the Soviet
system. - : g

The breakdown in thinking is striking, and-gives -an
insight -inte the torn minds (and, souls) of :Communists
4rying to think out what was happening 4o them. On the

~one hond . Harich -specifically approves Stalin's -course
except for Vmethods and forms." But when Khrushchev
doos exactly that,. he complains -abowt the lack.of a
- “hasic™ analysis. :

Obviously this is a doeument whieh.is like a‘snapshot,
inthat the picture it gives is that of a process of re-
thinking caught in'a moment.of turbulent change. ]

At is a part of this pattern that the Russian:regime
s “discussed in terms of “progressive on the one hand”

~and““reactionary on-the other.” This is:a typieal Tor-
mula-of -people-who'are in-the process of revising their
-illusions: about' Russia. Tt may well havé bean-picked up
~hy sHarich straipht’ from Fritz Sternberly, whose ‘books

+ are mentioned in the document as one of hia ideologicat’

influences; and who also exemplifies’ the charactetistic
combination of reformism.wedded to some pro-Btalinist
illusions (see' LA, Apr. 14-28, 1952),
SEASCIST METHODS"
In foreign relations, the unity of the “socialist camp™
+ig the stated objeetive; the way in which Russia ex-
ploits-the “People’s Democracies” and disregards-their
sovereignty ds-rejected -as-being a threat to this unity.
There.is nosconcession to Nagy-type “neutralism.”
In:-passing, the point is -made that "The 20th Party
Caongress was an attempt %o anticipate - threatening
revolution ‘from’ below by revision. from above, and to
‘keep conirel in the hands of the ‘apporatus.” The nature
of Hthis-threatened revolution against a "'secialist state”
is mot discussed, but the Mescow Jleadership is accused ,
of using even "fascist ‘methods” in the satellites.
“Fascist methods"” is a strong phrase. It is therefore
revealingly anticlimactic when Harich immediately
“adds: ‘“The ‘only possible comment on this. relapse of
the Soyiet Union into  Stalinism is that it depfives of
all justification the-claim of the USSR -to a leading role
in. the socialist camp....” . s
So a «country that uses nothing less than ‘Yascist.
methods”. .. cannot be the lewder of the soeidlist-camp!
“Again it is striking to see in-such bold relief the con-
-trast. between the wwenclusions to which these reflective
Communists . feel themselves pushed, and ‘the conclu-
- sions which .they permit themselves to Hccept at this =
“point in their “long process of ideological clarification.”:

The ‘third seetion, “Our Plan” lists planks “in-theif ' he' g
' ‘ardently desives,

- program-to. reform the party. This was given in detail
in ‘the excerpts last week. In general, it is a program

.for. demogratization and, concessions to-the-masses all

~down the line..

Jarring wobe, however, which Was Hot-

.

wof free: political organization and opposition.

: ‘ﬁ.ﬂ BT
Tsm T -
He makes-a most unusual proposal for a “frst stap™

-

‘coalition ‘under the Jeadership of the reformed Social-
-ist ‘Unity‘Party:” At no point does he raise the guestion

He is fag- behingd_ the vanguard feft of Poland. The
sy®tem ‘hecalls™for: accepts the forms of the rigged

. Gomutlka election of January 20.
TOWARD-GERMAN . UNITY.'

Section 4, “All-German Unity,” and the next .one on
“Unity of the Workers,” sharply raise the question:6f
attitude toward the  West. German Secial-Democratic
Party. The document had-earlier already. advoested #a
change in our attitude toward the . Social-Democratic

- Party, which is the strongest working-class party if’

Germany and has made working-class unity in West:
Germany.a reality.” The merit of that party lies inits.
mass base and “fundamental” socialist character, in
spite of “bourgeois=democratic and opportunist tenden-
cies within it.” So in West Germany only the Social-

- Democratic Party can bring. about the transformation

to socialism; the CP is too discredited.

Now Section 4 raises the perspective of a united
Germany. The principle is that reunification must not
mean capitalist restoration. But Harich does not come
out unconditionally in favor of free all-Germanuelec-
tions to-organize such a united Germany, as is. rightly
proposed by the soecialists. 3

He demands, us his preconditions for such all-Gertan

elections,  that # 8.D.-majority government in Waest
Germany first carry out a number of acts: reversal of
remilitarvization; withdrawal from NATO: nationsliza-
tion of key industiies: land reform: ete. :

Although he concedes in advanés that an all:German

election would give a-majority of the united country to
the Social-Democrats, he advocates that this result must
be accepted by the Communists.

TOWARD SOCIALIST UNITY

In. Section 5 Harich advocates wnity with: the SDP,
but- first,  he stresses, the Communists 'must reform their
own party so that it s “simply .o left-wing Marxist
party,” freed.of all Stalinism. The united ‘porty, he: ex-

- -clear, in dast-week's maberial. Harich-specifically calls
“For-‘the: mainrtewante of the -single-Hst-wlection -syshem, -
-modified onty fo the extent thot ‘there shall be more -
- eamlidates-than seots."so as-to give the elector 6 real
choice." He alio colls for 'maintenance of the bloc sys- -

« fem"' whehbby all the shadow-parties function only in a

[}

pects., would be predominantly colored by the SDs, bat

it would have a stronger left wing. First let us purge
ourselves of.Stalinism, -be says, -ond- then .we - will: have
a right to criticize #he SDP -for -its “bourgecis-demos:

cratic ‘ilfusions and opportunist .tendencies,” but even:
defomation of the SDs-os.agends .of «copital-.

»"MmowW  in-eeoperation with ‘the Social-Democrats: *‘con-
spiratorial cooperation of -oppositional .comrades from
the Socialist Unity Party with .Social-Demverats in

reombating ‘Stalinism in the German. Democratic ‘Repub-

lic.

In- the last section, “Our Present Tacties,” Harich

puts -more stress than.in.the opening section-on being
“ready. also to use the method.of faction and: conspir-
acy' even. though.“we intend .to conduct an
Jezal opposition.” - .

"“We are taking up contact with opp

writes,

The oppﬂsié;ional.mmﬂesmust seék cléseé contact’ -

with the people, crificize thé policy -of the party-ledder--
ship ‘among: them, deepen the gulf between- the: popula-

_MIRROR "OF ‘A TREND ~

At the risk-of wuver-generalizing the document, ‘we
‘venture to-say ‘that it should be seen as an articulation

of one:stage in the ‘development of Commuanist opposi-

tions out of ‘the totalitarian regimes themselves. :
It sounds like the Rayy opposition in Hungary before

October -(not after). It sounds like the thinking of a

stratum. _of ‘Polish Communist intellectuals wondering

Tow ‘far ghead of Gomulka ‘they can go. We do not have
-any -systemotic documentation of the
~mind; we ‘do have ‘Horich’s document,

Nogy state of

- Because of ‘the German situation, one distinctive .ela-
ment is ‘the approach te the mass Social-Demoeratic
moyement. Indeed a conservative West German paper

has claimed that ‘the document is ‘frandulent on ‘the '
basis, reportedly, -that its remarks about the Socigl- -

Demoeracy do not ring ‘true. This is not so. This writer
can state positively: if the tocument is-a fake, it is a
1009 expert oné—even, perhaps especially, where it ia
internally contradictory. '

It mirrors a whole political state of mind, and ‘in
Germany. (unlike Hungary or Poland) the Social-Demo-
cratic Party must play a role in this process from the

« beginning; On the other hand, a conservative West Ger-
man paper would not at all like the idea that, here in a
doeument right out of the East, the Bdcial-Democratic” -

Party is -avthoritatively assigned a key role in achiov-
ing ‘the'godl of German unity that the- whole people so

Mi:ifé ‘broadly riewed, what it shows once again is
that the brewing revolution again
_Europe looks to socialism, and only to socialism, for §

st Btalinism in East:

open and |

sitionat forces °
in' the Pepple’s Democracies and comparing mofes,” he

stion iand:the -présent; leadership; but 4t: the' game: time « +~
:-prevent-a popular rising. ; e

“dt:is the‘continuation in power of the Stalinist leader= -
“argues. Then-he closes as quoted last week. e

“inspiration and its hope. wee

b

e
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Page Eight
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British Decision Shatters — —

[{Ceontinuved from page 1)

weapons, though it does not rule out war
as a means of achieving political objec-
tives, makes it such a dangerous means
that only the most extreme erisis in
world affairs could lead any government
in the.world to risk the launching of the
atomic war.

For the British government, it appears
that what decisively led to the adoption
of this new policy is a realization that
(a) Britain could not be successfully de-
fended in a nuclear war; (b) the British
economy requites major retrenchment in
military expenditures; (c) the United
States must be induced to take the over-
whelming burden of economic and mili-
tary responsibility for sustaining and de-
fending the -capitalist portion of the
world as a function of its overlordship.

Side by side with these considerations,

however, the White Paper indicates that
the British government intends to hang
on to those colonies and spheres of eco-
nomic and political influence which it
an- still hope to control. Although the
government recognizes the fact of the
extension of American power and comn-
-trol into areas which have been “British"
for the Jast century or two, it does net
. ‘propose to give up the vestige of its em-
pire unless it is forced to.

DEFEATISM?

. -The British White Paper has produced
u good deal of consterndtion in top cir-
cles .in Washington, The reason for this
appears fo be not so much that this poper
signifies @ mojor shift in British policy, or
that it confronts the American govern-

1ent with new preblems, out of the blue,
ds it were. What is involved, rather, is
that the  Brifish policy places the real
problems. wlll;il have occumulated over @
pcrhnl u'l time into much too stark relief -

for political comfort in Washington.

_For instance: There have been charges
of *“defeatism” at the London declara-
tion that Britain cannot be defended
against nuclear attack. But anyone who
has been willing to look the facts of life
frankly in the face knows that the only
“defense” the United States has been
able to devise has been based on the idea
that in the vast territory of this country,
even if a number of the large cities were
atomized, there would be enough left
with which to finish the war and hope to
start rebuilding American civilization
afterward.

Britain’s size and population density
preclude such a concept of "“defense.”
and hence the realify is much more
starkly revealed.

For instance: For some time the
American military forees have been in a
process of reorganization based on the
idea of “a bigger bang for a buck.” But
such is the wealth of this country that
it is possible to maintain huge comven-
tional military forces while adding the
new weapons to them. Thus the present
missiles research and development pro-
gram calls for an expenditure of .over
four' billion dollars.

* But since the British economy is al-

' ready badly strained by the present mili-

tary expenditures, the London govern-
ment is forced to choose between two
radically different military concepts,
rather than nraintain “balanced forces”
based on both. This choice, however, re-
moves the degree of ambiguity abuut the
kind of war the world would face in an
all-out military conflict between the two
main war camps which was made pos-
sible by the American half-and-half com-
mitment to 8 nuelear army.

For instance: While America’s overlord
ﬂlh in the capitalist camp has been ap-

No Thanks to I.ovestone —_——

o lcunnu‘ from page 4.
_in American aid if the law on the check-
off was repealed. In any case, the law
still stands, .
""The rise to power of men like Makris
is a striking instance of that kind of "lao-
bor- statesmanship” which does not hesi-
#ale to put crocks in office in Europedn
frode-anion movements as long as 'Hur
are “nnﬂ-CnnmuM " If the unification of
AFL and CIO foreign policy will put an
ud fo these octivities, it will have re-
‘moved a ftremendous obstucle to free
_ﬂqdo—nfnlm in Europe.
At present, several unions where inde-
- pendent socialist-influence is strong have
" sueeeeded .in escaping the control of the

Graa’k Fedel‘atwn of Labor in spite of
the “difficulties. Prominent among these
unions is the Greek Federation of Min-
ers, which has been able to maintain its
independence thanks to the special char-
acteristics of the industry, which fosters
a strong feeling of solidarity and com-
munity life among the workers,

The present aim of the independent
unions is to break the stranglehold of
Makris' machine over the rest of the
trade-union movement. Ironically, the
Stalinist opposition, which is rapidly de-
clining as a result of the events in East-
ern Europe, is compelled to support

Makris within the framework of the

“relaxation policy."”

Anti-Colpnial League in Athens Is Socialist-Led

By LUCIEN WEITZ

Tri June 1956 the Greek Anti-Colonial
League was founded in Athens. It unites
political persons from many origins, but
it is led mostly by socialists; its pmm-
dent is Nikos Poliopoules snd its vice-
pres:dent Dimitri Yotopoulos. The lat-
ter is a militant of long standing in.the
labor movement whom we knew as an

exile in France, where he participated.

in the activities of the revolutionary mi-
norities.

In Greece, the problem of Cyprus has
created a very favorable situation for
the development of such an organization.
Public opinion unanimously supports
the struggle of the Cypriots, who demand.
the ‘right to freely decide on the future
of the island.

After a period of peaceful agitation,
which started in April 1955, the st uggle
in Cyprus has entered a particulaily vi-
olent stage. The British troops are-un-
able to overcome the partisans. The exile
of Makarios has only embittered the war.
There is an increasing amount of ter-
rorist action, while the British govern-
ment tries to oppose the Turkish minor-
ity to the Greek popniatmn British im-
perialism persists in its policy of “paci-
fication” and the, London government
periodically announces that the rebel-
lion is all but ended while blood contin-
ues to be shed. .

For the Greek penple. the struggle for
"enosis,” although largely inspired by no-
Hionalism, enters inte a progressive per-
spective because of its anti-coloalafist.
gnd anti-imperialist character, Conse-

gquently, there is o possibility that this
siruggle will enable the labor movement
to recorganize and to overcome its present
state of dismemberment, which Is a sequel
of the Stalinist policy of adventurism
after the war.

The Greek Anti-Colonial League rep-
resents the first positive step towards a
realignment, all the more so sinee the
League has taken the initiative of con-
voking an . International- Anti-Colonial
Conference for April. A preliminary
conference “was held in Athens at the
end of January.

Besides the Greek organizers, the fol-

‘lowing were present: Joseph Murwmbi,

nationalist leader from Kenya, repre-
senting the World Council for Colonial
Freedom, an organization with its head-
quarters in England which includes many
members of the BLP and several impor-
tant trade-unions; Lucio Luzzato, repre-
sented the Italian Socialist Party (PSI);
Weitz represented the Committee for
Freedom and Justice Owverseas, which is
the French affiliate of the WCCF. An
observer from the Algerian FLN was al-
so present. For material reasons, repre-
sentatives of other movements and coun-
tries were unable to attend this ]Jl'ﬂllml-
nary conference,

It is certain, however, that the Inter-
national Conference will include a larg-
er number of representatives from the
anti-colonial and mnational liberation
movements, as well as organizations
from countries which have become re-
cently independent. Its success can have
considerable consequences.

parent for a long time, it is politicolly
dangerous for this role to be emphasized
too nakedly. Te gain any degree of adher-
ence aond aocceptance by the peoples of
America's allies, pawns and vassals, it is
necessary to give as much weight to the
idea of o partnership as the traffic will
bear, _

Frante has already withdrawn just
ahout all effective military forees from
Europe to fight its colonial war in North
Africa. Now Britain proposes to reduce
{ts forces in Europe. Political relations
in West Germany make the size and
weight of future German military forces
a continuing question-mavk., If the rest
of the West Kuropean governments de-
cide to follow Britain's lead, the military
foreez of NATO might well be reduced
to American troops plus some token hon-
or guards and officers of the other
powers.

From a political standpoint this would
be a*very dangerous development. Gov-
ernments which can still get support for
their policies on the basis of the idea of
a partnership for mutual defense'from
Russian  invasion might have much
greater difficulty in getting support for
policies based on a concept of pure re-
liance on the American government for
their defense,

TODAY'S PROBLEM

Further, it is quite clear that/ as the
moriths zo by, the problems which have
been so sharply highlighted by the Brit-

ish action with regard to Europe will

continue to ramify throughout the rest
of the world. If Communist military ag-
gression has been ruled out for all practi-
cal purposes for the coming period in
Europe, what reason is there to believe
that it will continue as & serious threat
in the rest of the world?

Obviously, there is no rigid correspon-
dence between Europe and Asia in this
respect. The most striking reason for
this is that while it is clear that any
Russian attack in Western Europe would
mean nuclear war, this is not nearly as
clear for such areas as Formosa, South
Vietnam and other Asian territories.

_In the case of Formesa, the United
States would have to bear the responsi-
bility for launching a nuclear war over
a territory which only remotely can be
regarded ag vital to the defense of the
United States, or even of the capitalist
world as such. In other areas, war could
come as a result of political vietories by
Communist movements in which all kinds
of factors could lead to its confinement
in extent and weapons, as happened in
Korea and Indochina.

But oll that this points to is that the
chief problem which confronts American
foreign policy is not to mobilize military
allionces te resist aggression, but %o
adept an attitude which can support the
aspirations of the peoples of these areas
for freedom and economic development
and thus render them impervious to Com-
munist political penetration. That, how-
ever, is a very old problem, and one which—
successive American ‘administrations have
shown themselves incapable . of dealing
with effectively.

In this respect, the British White Pa-
pare simply em]}hnsmea the euntmumg
imperialist intention of British policy,
while recognizing that limited means dic-
tate the implementation of such policy
on a reduced scale. Britain: proposes to
maintain a Central Reserve of highly
mobile troops which ecam be rushed to
any area in which they are needed to
keep colonial struggles under control.
Although the United Staes may oppose
the employment of British forces in such
delicate situations as the recent attack

WHAT'S GOING ON?

For the only thorough account of the
erisis in the American Comm
movement, read the new booklet by

H. W. BENSON

The Communist Party
At the Crossroads

25 cents. Order from:

New International Pub. Co. -
114 West 14 Street. N.Y.C.

(16¢ each in bundles of 10 or more.)

r

The Indepondent Socialisf League stands for
sacialist democracy and ogainst the two systems of
‘exploitation which now divide the world: copital
ism and Stolinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or liberalized,
by any Fair Deal er ather deal, so as to give the
people freedom, obundance, security or peace. It
must be abolished ond replaced by o new social
system, in which the people own and control the
basic sectors of the econSmy, democratically con-
trolling their own economic and political destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it halds pow-
er, is o brutal totalitarionism—a new farm of
exploitation. Its ogents in every country, the Cam-
munist Parties, are unrelenting enemies of social-
ism and have nothing in common with secialism—
which cannot exist without effective democratic
contral by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and Stalinism are
today ot each other’s threats in o worldwide im-
perialist rivalry for domination. This struggle con
anly lead 1o the most frighttul war in histery so
long as the people leave the capitalist and Stalinist
rulars in power. Independent Socialism stends for
building and strengthening the Third Comp of the
people against both war blocs.

The ISL, ar o Marxist movement, fooks to the
working class and its ever-present struggle as the
basic progressive force in society. The ISL is or-
ganized to spread the ideas of sociolism in the
labor mevement and among oll other sections of
the people.

‘At the same fime, Independent Sociolists partici-
pate octively in every struggle to better the peo-
ple’s lot now, such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow ond anti-Semitism, in
defense of civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment. We ssek to join together with ol other
militants in the lobor movement os a left force
working for the formation of on independent labor
party and other progressive policies. .

The fight for democracy and the fight for social-

- ism are inseparable, There can be no- losting and

genvine democracy without socialism, and thers
can be no secialism without democrocy, Ta enroll
under this banner, join the Independent Socialist
Leagusl .
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on Egypt; and although the United
States may seek, here and there, to push
Britain out of a traditionally “British”
area in its own interests, the American
government and certainly the American
people are far from ready to openly take
over the rest of the British Empire, Such
a “policing” policy by the British is quite
consistent with American objectives and

‘methods,

HISTORIC FLAW

But what 4g the shape of American
policy poing to be during the next few
vears? The Eisenhower Doctrine for the
Middle East and the praectical way in
which it is being implemented give an
mklmg

It is going to be the old game of prop-
ping up every existing government
around and outside of the Communist
sphere, or where such governments. re--
fuse to come into the American camp,
seeking to. overthrow them or buy them
out é la Guatemala or Iran.

But the more nokedly this has #o be
done, ond the more clearly the United
States oppears as the sole overlord ond
dominant manipulater and exploiter of the
capitalist world, the more political resist-
ance is bound to bulld up to this kind of
American p.ﬂ:y over the yeors.

And this is the source of the historic
flaw and long-range futility of American
foreign policy, however many temporary
suceesses it may seem to achieve. With
nuclear weapons paralyzing both sides
from the peint of view of any major
military incursion into the strength of
each other, the arena is still wide open
for the politeal struggle for the support
and allegiance of the peoples of the
world. Either this struggle will be de-
gisive for the next stage of human de-
velopment, or there may be no “next”

stage.

In this field the British White Paper
offers nothing new. But by clearly high-
lighting the irrelevance of the old peliti-
cal-military concepts on which NATO
was built, and which have had the fun-
damental support of virtually the whole
of American public opinion, the labor
movement included, it may be a factor
leading to a real “Great Debate” on what
America is and should be doing in the
world.
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