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In only 100 days of office the Tories have 
viciously attacked every aspect of workers' 
lives. 

Jobs are lost as cuts are made by 
and local authorities. Prices 

are raised to help pay the increased tax 
relief for the rich. Education and health 
services are being ruthlessly pruned. 

• companies 

By 
· Jim Chrystie 

The Tories' election 
campaign had been 
marked by lies and 
deceits. By Budget 
Day the smokescreen 
could no longer hold, 
and their intentions 
were clear. 

IJE: "We have absolutely 
no intention of doubling 
VAT" Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
21st April. 

FAcr:·vAT doubled 
to 15 07o in the Budget. 

IlE: "We have no inten­
tion of increasing prescrip­
tion charges" Angus Mau­
de 25th April. 

F ACf: They were 
more than doubled in 
the Budget, rising to 
45p. 

IlE:"We have never 
suggested it. (selling the 
Government's majority 
holdings in BP). It is a flat 
lie" Angus Maude 25th 
April. 

F ACf: Budget an­
nounced sale of BP 
shares. 

IlE: 'Savings will . be 
sought in most areas 
except the National Health 
Senice" Tory Manifesto 
Summary, 11th April. 

F ACf: Olsh limits 
mean cuts. e.g. Lam­
beth Health Authority 
was sacked, on 30th 
July for not cutting its 
budget by £5.5m. 

There's nothing new or 
surprising about the Tories 
lying in order to protect 
the ruling-class. And they 
are forgetting some of their 
other policies also. 

The denunciations of 

CONTINUED ON 
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ENGINEERS DEMAND 
FULL CLAIM I~Rog...._llr8lhr___,ives 

All over the coun­
try, engineering 
workers have given 
massive backing to 
the one-day stop­
pages for increased 
wages and a redu­
ced working week. 

The f<:ngineering Employ­
ers' Federation is resisting 
tht very modest demands of 
the AUEW for an £80 
minimum skilled rate. Skil­
led engineers are at present 
on a minimum of £60. 

The engineering workers 
are also demanding a 35-
hour week by 1982, extra 
holiday entitlement and a 
common implementation 
date for the settlement. 

The Employers' Feder­
ation are clutching on to 
their wallets and pleading 
poverty, but the response of 
shopfloor workers has been 
tremendous. Last Monday's 

stoppage was even more 
successful than the first. 

An estimated two million 
workers were out. Areas like 
tie West of Scotland which 
did not strike last week, 
(because of holida)'s] were 
this week almost 100o/o solid. 
In Portsmouth the number 
of firms affected increased, 
and picketing was stepped 
up. Engineering workers at 
BL Cowley, who did not join 
last week's strike; were out. 
In Basingstoke, at ITT[Can· 
non], most of the workforce 
were out. The handful of 
scabs are to be fined £15 by 
the union each time they go 
in. Three stewards who 
crossed the picket bad their 

·cards removed. 
At Mucon, Basingstoke, 

only one of the 40 workers­
all in the AUEW-went to 
work. Workers will be 
taking disciplinary action 
through the union. 

The action, though limi­
ted, is beginning to bite. 
Some employers, fearing the 

result if the strikes are 
stepped up after the slack 
August holiday period, are 
disregarding EEF instruc­
tions and meeting the whole 
claim. The A UEW estimate 
that about 150 firms have 
paid us so far. 

The employers though, 
are still determined to 
protect their profits. They 
have threatened to expel any 
member firms which meet 
the claim. 

Firm action is needed to 
force the bosses' hand. The 
Confederation of ShipbuiJ. 
ding and Engineering Uni­
ons are discussing ways of 
stepping up the campaign. 

The one-day strikes have 
shown the enthusiasm for 
the claim. The Confed must 
now harness that feeling, 
and prepare for all-out 
national action to secure a 
decent deal for engineering 
workers. 

[Full report, page 15] 
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iiGftl 
TEN YEARS OF ARMY REPRESSION 

British troops ha'e now been 
on the streets of Northern 
Ireland for ten )·ea rs . 

After a decade of mili tary 
occupation , the capitalist 
p ress haH been gloomily 
weighing up the situat ion. 
T heY are fo rced to the 
con~lusion that the problems 
of Northe rn Ireland are no 
nearer solution than ten ,~·ears 

ago. 
Militan t opposed the arm)" 

being sent in . From the H'r)· 
beginning we warned tha t the 
'iolenre in No rthern Irela nd 
r an ne,·er be eradicated by 
milita r~· force, howe,·er this is 
dressed up as ' peacekeeping'. 

T he armY were firs t intro­
duced in 1969 to a1oid the 
escalation of sectarian con­
flict into a possible cil·il war. 

This sectarian conflict ,.·as 
itself a dreadful legac,1 of 
Brit ish Imp eriali s m , wh o 
used it as a tool to keep 
control o,·er Irish economic 
and political life: to side track 
re 1oluti ona r,1· mon me nt s 

' 'lt is inevitable that 
there \\ill be redun­
dancies . There \\ill 
have to be a grea t 
tightening of belts and 
reduct ion in stand­
ards ." 

With these words John 
Geugeon, Chairman of the 
As soci at ion of Cou nt} 
Councils ' polic)· commit­
tee, spelt out the brutal 
results of further cuts in 
public spending announ­
ced by the Tories on 31 
JulJ. 

Eve n be fore this announce­
ment by Michael Heseltine , 
t he ' O bse rv er' ( 29 July) 
commented " With £4.000 
million wort h of curs to come 
on top of what is a lready 
hap pening. so me politicians 
may still den1· th at it is 
·ctraconi.an· . But it will be 
difiicult to get the argumen t 
over to 99-yea r olft. Laura May 
Collier . Her old people' s 
home is clos in g down and she 
is being moved into a hospi ta l 
geriat ric " ·ard. " 

So there we ha1·e it1 The 
cuts in pu blic spending mean 
old people's homes will close. 
likewise hospitals . schools. 
meals services . E1·ery public 
service will fa ce des truction . 

Working people, through 
the trade un ions and the 
La bo ur Par t1·. fo ught to 
create public se n ·icc. al·ail ­
able to all. irrespec tive of 
income . T hese sen ·ices are 
now th reate ned with e:n inc ­
t io n. b ring ing mi se ry ro 
mi llions and unemp loyment 
to thou ~an ds . 

Misery 

Alan f- i~h e r . general sec ­
reran· of 0i.tti unal L nion of 
Publ ic Em plo1ees. st ressed 
re cent lY that th e la bour 
JllOI<.:ment " arc nut prepa red 
lu gi1 e up :hest' scr>ic<:s with­
vu\ a baule . \V'-' wil l not to ler­
ate a re, urn to the mi, en · and 
degrada tion of 1he 19.\0s" . 

This mu,t becom~ the 
b. ttle cr1· oi the "hok 
lllOI"Clll Ill. 

f- ur th.: T ories. our li,ing 
sta nd arcb must go dc"'·n ,o 
th:ll our ba-:ke •·s in 'ndus tr:· 
<:a n ja.:k up their profit; . 
The1· claim this 11·ill 's tim u­
late. inrcsuncnt' . But the 
bo ses · ·union· the CBI ha> 
ta lked of decl ini ng ind ust riai 
acti 1·i t1· in the ne xt 1·ea r . and 
falling im estment . 

which arose, and defuse the 
workers' u nit~· '\\ hich threa t­
ened their wealth and prhil­
ege. 

·'The near insurrection in 
Derr~· , police attacks on 
Catholic areas of Belfast a nd 
Derr,1· in 1969 gaYe warning to 
the ruling class . 

·If the sectarian RU C and 
the 1·icious B Specials [them­
sehes the creation of British 
lmperjalism ] were left in 
charge of 'defence', ch·il war 
could result . with destru ction 
of propert~· . and the danger of 
the conflict taking on a class 
direction. 

Initiall\ , the Catholi c pop­
ul at io n -w e re undoubted ly 
re lie,·ed to see the arm)" in 
preference to the paramili ta ry 
po lice for ces . The) had 
ill us ions of the army acting as 
a neutral ' peacekeeping' 
force. The ciYil rights mo•e­
ment , encouraged b~- the 
Communist Part~· , actuall~ 
welcomed the troops. 

But Mili tant warned in the 

Sir Ray Pennock . "·ho IS to 
be next 1·ear\ CBI Pres ide nt . 
has warned ot the need for 
"caution" in in ,·esrment . 

There we ha,·e the truth ! 
All the attacks on li1·ing 

sta ndards will not induce 
indust ry to rein1·cs t. Regard­
le>S of th is . the Tories are not 
withou t ent hus ias m for their 
prog ramme of cuts . 

Ala n Cla rk . T or:· MP for 
Pl,·mouth Sutton. spoke in 
th e H ou se rf Co mm ons 
recently ,1n fuei reba tes for 
the e lcter\1·. He ar~ued: .. Ail 
fo rms ot. -:oncessfo n which 
aiJo,,- on!? 'ectiml of the 
commu n1ty to get ome:hing 
below the market price can 
onl,- be p:: id fOi b1· the rest of 
the comn1unity . l t is in effect 
n fc"l rm ot re-d istribution o 
11c,t!rh. a Hi thio; 1!01"ern mem . 
I re;pectiu lh -,ug;e<;t. was not 
el.::cted rc ring thts a ,out. .. 

Tht' 1 ury budget on 12 
Jun e con ta in f'd reduct ions in 
puh li , pend!i1g y 'hich wi ll 
tota l £1 .500 mil!ior; b1· Ap ril. 
1980. The rare su~port grant 
to locai a uthori ties fro m 
cent ral gore rnment has been 

September 1969 issue "The 
call made for the entr)' of 
British troops will turn to 
,·inegar in the mouths of some 
of the Chi! Rights leaders. 
The troops have been sent to 
impose a solution in the 
interests of British and U lster 
big business". We showed 
that the arm\' had alwa\'s been 
used , in Brita in and the 
ex -colonies for capitalism and 
against the working class . 

Workers. part icu lar I)· in 
the Catholic areas, were soon 
to discm·er how true this was 
Their hea;·)·-handed house to 
house searches , their role in 
internment , the Blood~- Sun· 
day murders, the regubr use 
of torture etc. ha.-e ghen the 
Arm~- a reputation like the 
infamous Black and Tans. 

The polic,1· of British Impe­
rialism has been one of 
repression and concessions. 
W hile making polit ical con­
cess ions to the Catholic 
middle class, the)· ha;·e relied 
on the arm)· to keep down the 

opposition. They would like a 
po litical settl e ment t hat 
would stabilise the situation, 
and allo w a retu rn to 
' normality '. But the condit­
ions produced bJ imperia list 
repression and especially the 
monster of sectarianism they 
created, now make it imposs­
ib le from their point of view to 
pull out without the risk of a 
bloody uphea,·al which would 
find repercussions spill ing 
over to Britain. So again, 

armJ despair of a militar.Y 
,-ictorJ .. The 'success' of t he 
peacekeeping fo rces can be 
j udged by the almost 2,000 
dead since 1969 . 

Only the iabour moYement, 
fighting fo r socialist solutions 
can get to grips \\ ith the social 
and economic problems like 
mass unempio)·ment which 
can act as a breeding ground 
for the disease of sectarian­
ism. 

The trade un ion moHment 
repression. is the only non sectarian force 
The fa ilure of the arm v was in Northern Irela nd . Even a t 
summed up in the ;eport the worst period of sedarian 
•:'lorthern Irela nd : Future b itterness the trade unions 
terrorist trends' p re pared bJ were uni ted and fi ghting for 
the army in telligence chiefs, - the interests of tndr mem­
which concludes that "Go ~· · bers , Catholi c· and P rotestant. 
em men t policy ;; ould be Now with the decline of th<> 
principaU,1· one of contain- Pro,·isionals and the Protest­
men! and the underlying ant paramilitar.~ groups . the 
problems would remain u n- working class iP.c reas ingly 
~ohed' '. E,·en though the look to the labour moH:meni 
Pro•·isional IRA haH lost to lead the ~truggle , fo r 
much support through the instance, agains; redundan­
tact ic of indhidual te rrorism. cies at Harland and W oolf. 
and lack of real solutions, th~ W ith a fighting lead from 

FIGHT 
THE CUT~ 
SAVE 
JOBS 

the top, the Labour move­
ment would be a powerful 
magnet ·for ~orkers. Only 
under the leadership of the 
working class can imperial­
ism's economic and military 
policies be defeated. 

Just as the army can soh·e 
none of the problems of Nor­
thern I reland, th is failure also 
applies to the capitalist class . 

· The solution lies in a 
political fi ght. T he demand 
made b) the Labour and 
Trade Union Group in Nort ­
hern Ireland for a mass party 
of labour in Ireland must be 
suppurted b)· all workers in 
Britain . 

Such a party f igh t ing 
ag11inst the terrible social 
probii!ms bcdHilling the 
wcr king class, and fighting 
for a united socialist Ireland 
lin ked to a socialist Bri tain, is 
the onl)· wa_v out. I t is the only 
realist ic alternathe to the 
repr!'ssion and sectarianism 
v.-hich exisis at present. 

just bolster up the capi talist 
sy, tem . bUl is committed to 

:: furidamem al social change by 
§ bringing the comma ndi ng 

heights of the economY into 
pub lic ownership . 

Local councils who decide 
not to implement the cuts 
m us t not be leh to fight a lone. 
That su r~h· is the lesson of 
Clay Cro'> <;. 

T he key to succe ; s lies in 
building a mas, movement of 
cou n.:: illors . trade unionists, 
housewives, renants· organis­
ations. and ail working pe­
ople, to sup port a stand by 
Lab o ur rep re senta ti ves in 
local councils: 

The 1976 ~monstrations al(ainst 
·cuts in pul;'Iic services bad a great • 
effec! . Mass action is needed now 

This movement must be 
directed in<o the debate in the 
La bour Partv on the need fo; 
the ne~r Labour government 
to be c0m mitte d to- and to 
implement -Clause 4 , part 4 
of the Pan1 constitution 
which commiis the party tn 
na tion alisat ion and demu­
cra lie control of ind41stry . 

This is a battje that can be 
won br the labour mo,·ement. 
We m ust learn the lessons of 
the UCS bat tle. and of the 
struggle o-.er the Industrial 
Relations Ac t. 

to fight more t utbacks . 

By Nick Bradley 

cu s (Grea te r London Labo UJ 
· Pa rt \" E xecuti1·e . personal 

· cap acity) 

They would do wcil to 
remember George Lansbury' s 
words in the srruggle conduc­
red by Pop lar Council against 
the Tory gm·ernment's at­
r::-mpt<; to b loc k Labour 
reforms : ·All rdonns come 
from those 11·ho are ready to 
break bad Jaws' . With a 
na tion al lead from the labour 
mow ment, th ese cuts could 
be resisted . and a programme 
of imp ro1·e rne n ts in our 
cash-sta rYed serr ices could be 
introdu ced . 

redu ced by £35S mill ion in Local authori ties a re seem-
this fin anci al year. ingly faced with a stark 

The Tor1·-controlled Asso- choi ce: either cut public 
ciation of Metropolitan Auth- spending. with redundancies 
orities has. however. es timat- and deteriorating serr ices . or 
ed th at t he go 1·e rnm e nt increase rates and fu rther 
reduction in rate support reduce the lil"ing standards of 
era nt 11ill take £800 mill ion working people. 
from local authorities pla n- This is the choice facing 
ned expe nd iture this 1·ear. e1·er Labour councillor . Hes-

Stark choice? 

eltine has 11·arned cou ncil lors 
not prepared to toe the line 
that he ,,·ill have no hesitat ion 
in app lving legal sanctions. 

Local au tho r i t ie~ ha1·e a l- Ho,,-_ then . can ,,-c resist this 
read1· eo m mined the mselres program me of cut ? 
to £450 million more re1·enue 
ex pen dit ure (da l·-tv -d'lv spen­
ding including "agesi than 
w.ts a llo'' ed tor when rhe rate 
>uppon grant wa; <;et. 

E ,-en the right 11·in12 · Econo­
mi~ t · ( lb J un~J adm~ted: ·Br 
next I' inte r the true impact of 
three H'ars of cash iimits on 
local a u th or iries " ·il l be 
sho11·i ng th rough in collapsing 
o,e,,·e rs. school. housing es ­
tate . and road main te nance. 
in closed lib raries and sw im­
ming ba ths. dete riorating fire 
and ambulance sen· ices-and 
in soaring rates .' 

Ftrst o t all "·e need a clear 
lead at nation al level frum th r 
La bour PartY and the Tt:C. 
The1· muq make it !ear that 
it is not the jol ot Labour 
re p rese n tari1·es to act a s 
agents for the Tory Pan1· in 
cuttin~ ,ei"\·ices. Th<? mo,·e­
ment nee ds w adopt a po!ic1· 
of mobili. ing m as; support to 
confront the Tor1· go,·ern­
me nt. 

The London Labour Pan1· 
Exe.:ut ive- in resp onse to 
pressure fro m below- has 
now called a special confer­
ence of the London Labour 

PartY in Septem ber to discuss 
the fight against the cuts in 
London . T his example should 
be fo llowed in every section of 
the m~wement in the cout nrv. 

We need a political ca m­
paign which not on\1· oppose 
rhe cuts. bur clearly explains 
'' hy the cut> ar~ t aking place. 
It must call for a Labour 
go,·ernment '' hich does not 

FOR REGUL;\R COVERAGE OF 
DEVELOPME~!SINI~~~,NORTH 

A~D SOUTH, READ 
'MIUT All'lo{f IRISH MO::\'THLY. 
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·CLEGG ISSI • ··sT GET lHE LEAST, 
Millions of workers in 
the public services 
have been looking 
forward to the first 
report of the Standing 
Commission on Pay 
Comparability estab­
lished by the last 
Labour government. 

This commission set up 
under the chairmanship of 
Hugh Clegg was part of the 
pay settlement of the public 
sector worker.s when they 
accepted an immediate 9"1o 
pay rise this year. 

The report points out that 
there are 1.1 million local 
authority manual workers. 

About 52"7o of all these 
workers are paid on the 
Group A and B rates (the 
lowest). Nearly 90 "7o of these 
are part time workers. 

There are about 270,000 
NHS ancillary workers m 
Britain, of whom about half 
are full time. About 75"7o of 
all workers are in pay groups 
1-3. Some 60"7o of them are 
part-time. Over 95 "7o of all 
workers are m group 7 or 
below. 

The Commission recom­
mends further pay increases 
ranging from £1.76 to £8.83 
for local authority workers, 
and from £1.76 to £9.72 for 
hospital workers. The fact 
that any other pay rise has 

been suggested IS m itself a 
recognition that these workers 
are low paid and find it hard 
to survive on these wages. 

As NUPE's General Sec­
retary Alan fisher pointed 
out, if these pay increases had 
been on offer on top of the 
9 "7o settlement at the start of 
the year, it is highly unlikely 
that there would have been a 

. public service strike. 
In other words, responsi­

bility · for suffering caused 
during the strike has been 
once more clearly placed on 
the shoulders of the last 
Labour government who flou­
ted their own movement's 
conference decisions. 

However, as the 'Guardian' 

indicated in its headline on 
2nd August, the net result of 
the Commission is that the 
'most get the least'. 52 o/o of 
local authority workers only 
got increases of £1.76 and 
£2.30. Three-quarters of local 
authority employees stand to 
get increases of from £1.76 to 
£3.14 . 

These paltry increases are 
not going to go far in keeping 
up rapidly falling living 
standards. Once again public 
service workers will be forced 
into long hours of overtime to 
make up a decent wage. 

Activists in the trade union 
movement forecast that the 
Commission would produce a 
divisive pay offer. This is 

indeed the .case. 3.8"7o on the 
basic grades but a maximum 
increase of 25 .8o/o planned for 
the 2,000 top ambulancemen 
in the country. As one low 
paid worker pointed out 
bitterly "as an exercise in 
restoring differentials this has 
been an unqualified success. " 

living wage 
The trade unions and 

employers signed in advance 
to accept the report of the 
Clegg Commission. Despite 
widespread disappointment 
this will be generally accepted 
as "better than nothing". 

However it now seems 

certain that the Tory govern­
ment will only allow this to be 
paid in return for an agree­
ment to reduce the number of 
jobs in these services . This 
must be firmly resisted. 

The major battle in the 
public services over the com­
ing months is likely to be over 
defence of jobs and preven­
tion of closures. 

But we must at the same 
time continue to advocate · the 
introduction of a decent living 
wage for alJ workers in alJ 
industries, which at present 
would be at least £70 per 
week. 

SAVE OUR HEALTH ·sERVICE 
HEALTH 
AUTHORITY 
DEFY TORIES 

The horrifying cuts in 
spending on health 
which the Tories 
would like to see 
pushed · through, are 
beginning · to meet 
resistance. 

The Lambeth Southwark 
and Lewisham Area Health 
Authority were not prepared 
to put lives at risk by cutting 
about £5 million from their 
budget as the government 
instructed. 

This healm authority in 
South London is the largest in 
the country, and covers some 
of the most depressed areas in 
the country. Deptford has an 
unemployment rate of 13 "i'o, 
twice the national average. 

:Southwark and Lambeth 
have some of the worst 
housing conditions. All parts 
of the district suffer the usual 
chronic inner city problems. 
As figures for child mortality 
show in a tragic way, such 
areas have enormous health 
needs , greater not less than 
currently provided. 

Oblivious to all this suffer­
ing, the Tories' only thought 
was to punish the rebel 
authority for daring to · take 
issue with Tory priorities. 

Patrick Jenkin , the so­
called 'Health' Secretary, sent 
in commissioners to take over 
the AHA's functions . Much 
of the Health Authority's 
budget goes on maintaining 
three teaching hospitals. The 
remainder has to keep a 
number of very old hospitals 
and other services. 

The authority members 
had already had a struggle 
under the last Labour govern­
ment to prevent a cut in 
finance under the guise of the 
Resource Allocation Working 
Party which proposed less 
money for London in order to 
'equalise' resources to less 
provided areas . 

The labour movement must 
oppose the playing off of one 
area against another for 
health funds. The working 
class in all areas suffer from 
limited resources . 

The interview below shows 
the likely effect of Jenkin's 
cuts. The health service 
unions COHSE and NU PE 

have said they will not 
co-operate with the commis­
sioners in their axeman job . 
Their example must be follw­
ed . 

Similar brave action by 
Health Authorities through­
out the country is important, 
but given the undemocratic 
nature of the AHAs such 
action can onlv be limited. 
The structure imposed by the 
last Tory government was 
designed to minimise accoun­
tability for health care provis­
wn. 

A clear campaign on the 
lines suggested in the article 
on page two, to win active 
support from the en tire 
working class is vital. 

Pat McMenamin [NUPE 
Branch Secretary Lewisham 
Health District] and Bob Cole 
[NUPE steward Lewisham 
Hospital] spoke to John 
Bulaitis and Dave Partington. 
[For 'Militant'.] 
'M': What are the conditions 
like in Lewisham Hospital 
now? 
PM & BC: The hospital is 
quite old, and the conditions 
are terrible. It needs at 
present a new operating 
theatre, a new boiler room, a 
new casualty department, 
new dining rooms and kitch­
ens. The operating theatres 
are a spectacle to be seen. If I 
was a farmer I wouldn't have 
an animal castrated in the A 
and B theatres. It would be 
more hygieri.ic to have the 
operation done in a barn. 
'M': What do you think of the 
government's action in ap­
pointing these commission­
ers? 
PM & BC: Jenkin has 
appointed five butchers to do 
a butcher's job on the health 
of working people in this 
area. The chairman, Sir 
Frank Hartley, was in charge 
of research in a drug comp­
any. They're the biggest 
leeches on the National 
Health Service, so we know 
where his loyalties are going 
to lie. 

If things go the way they 
are now with cuts, the. NHS 
will be more like a workhouse 
not a health service. The NHS 
would only have facilities for 

Hospital workers confront Tory minister Vaughan before his 'working lunch' at St Bart's Hospital 

the elderly, tbe infirm, men­
tally handicapped and men­
tally ill. They're unprofitable. 
All the rest that's profitable 
would go to private practice. 

The rich of course, can 
afford private practice. There 
are even rumours, we don't 
know if they're true that St 
Johns Hospital just down the 
road, which has been deliber­
ately run down, may be sold 
to BUPA. 

All private practice should 
go from the NHS. If doctors 
and consultants want work 
they should work for NHS 
patients, or get out. 

We've been wondering 
whether Patrick Jenkin has 
shares in an undertakers. 
That's the business to be in 
now! With alJ the cuts we'IJ alJ 
be redundant. Porters at 
Lewisham Hospital were tal­
king of pooling resources and 
opening a funeral parlour! 

Seriously though, in a few 
years the death rate will 
increase dramatically. Only 
those who can afford to be ill 
will stay alive. 

To get an operation in this 
area you have to go miles 
away to Guys Hospital, and 
they're cutting there too. 
There will be a nine year wait 
not two as at the moment. 
Intensive care wilJ be cut off. 
At the moment if there is an 
accident, you will be put on a 
machine for a few days. This 
would go. 

Another thing. There's al­
ways been a practice for 
kidney operations to give 
priority to the youngest. If 
there are eight people for six 
places, already those over 60 
or so are, tragically, very 
unlikely to be treated. Now 
the age wiJI go down to SO or 
45. People will die. 

CRISIS POINT IN 
HACKNEY 

The Tory axe is biting deep 
into the City and Hackney 
Health District. 

As in many other Districts 
throughout the country, rigid 
cash limits are being strictly 
enforced with no credit alJow­
ed. The effects of this, against 
a background of previous 
'trimmings', is bringing the 
health service to crisis point. 

The stationary budget has 
to cope with rises in VAT and 
inflation, as well as the 
ever-expanding cost of tech­
nology and expertise. 

Debts of £2m to £3m loom 
in the immediate future, and 
emergency plans have recently 
been passed through the AHA 
to implement cuts of this 
magnitude. 

The plans include closure 
of all acute surgeries (includ­
ing orthopaedics), and the 
casualty , department of St 
Leonards Hospital in Dalston 
with transfer of staff to St 
Bartholomew's, even though 
it is unlikely there will be an 
increase in bed numbers to 
cope with the extra pa~ients. 

Waitjng lists will just be 
lengthened. Coupled with this 
comes the closure of St 
Matthew's. a Catholic Hospi­
tal , with transfer of patients 
to the evacuated St Leonard's 
wards. 

These plans have caused 
much anger amongst hospital 
unions, where jobs, also, are 
seriously threatened-thro-

,... 
By 

Stella Gibling 
(Tower Hamlets LPYS) 

..... 

ugh the local Hackney CHC 
and Trades Council , a ' Hack­
ney Health Campaign' has 
been set up. 

On July 26, the 3 hospitals 
were visited by a junior Tory 
minister, Mr Vaughan, with, 
at Barts, a special 'working 
lunch' involving consultants 
and loca~ MPs, but, of course, 
no trade unionists . 

At St Leonards and Barts. 
he was met by demonstrations 
of hospital trade unionists , 
protesting against the cuts. 

This campaign against the 

cuts will undoubtedly be a· 
long one . The events in 
Lewisham, where the AHA 
members were by-passed by 
the Tories after they refused 
to accept the cuts, shows how 
determined and vicious the 
Tories will be in insisting on 
this reduction in services. 

Through the hospital uni­
ons, and involving local 
people through the local 
Trades Council and Labour 
Party, the campaign against 
the closures must be taken 
up . 

The demonstrations show­
ed clearly that there is no lack 
of enthusiasm for such a 
campaign, and a realisation 
of the need to defend their 
hard-won rights by using the 
solidarity and strength of the 
organised labour movement. 

'THE FIGm AGAINST 
UNEMPWYMENT' 
A Militant Pamphlet 

25p including postage 
Order from World Books, 1 Mentmore Terrace, 

London E8 3PN 
A new 'Militant' pamphlet on cuts in the NHS will be 

produced shortly 
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THE FIGHT TO TRANSFORM THE 
The biggest battle 
in the labour Party 
for twenty years is 
now unfolding. 

Then Gaitskell un­
successfully attempted 
to remove Labour's 
socialist aims-Oause 
4 part 4- from the 
Party constitution. 

The present fight is 
focused on party dem­
ocracy. But it undoub­
tedly reflects the anger 
of party members and 
trade unionists at the 
failures of the last 
Labour government 
and the Tory . victory 
that followed. Party 
members are deter­
mined to exercise their 
power to create a mass 
workers' party, com­
mitted to socialism. 

Faced with the 
Tories' bruta_l attacks 
on our living stan­
dards, jobs and social 
services, and their 
threatened assault on 
the trade unions, such 
changes are becoming 
vital. 

Labour' s National Exec­
utive Committee is propo­
sing major changes to 
party rules. If adopted 
they will increase the 
influence of rank and file 
party members as never 
before. 

The NEC is recommen­
ding the abolition of the 
undemocratic 3 year rule 
and the clause which 
prevents annual confer­
ence debating resolutions 
covering more than one 
subject. In the light of the 
recent election manifesto 
which contained hardly 
any of the measures dem­
anded by annual confer­
ences over the past five 
yea rs , it is proposed to 
re!11ove the effective right 
of veto from the party 
leader , and to en trust the 
drafting of election mani­
festos to the NEC. 

The £165,000 paid by 
the state to the Parliamen­
tary Labour Party when in 
opposifion should , it is 
proposed , go directly to 
the Labour Party. This will 
ensure that the PLP's 
researchers , advisory staff 
and machinery is accoun­
table to Transport House 
a nd the party membership. 

Following the decisions 
to allow calls for reselec­
tion of Labour MPs and 
the election of the party 
leader to be re-debated at 
national conference , these 
changes reflect a clear 
shift, with the vast major­
ity of Labour Party activ ­
ists demanding major 
changes and more control 
over the Parliamentary 
wing· of the party. -

Opposition 

Labour's right wing are 
mounting a major campaign 
to prevent any important 
changes being made. 

f earing a threat to their 
own positions if confronted 
·vith mnre control by the party 
membership , they have initi-

LABOUR PARTY then has to be ratified by 
congress. 

The leader . together with 
the cabinet / shadow cabinet 
must be elected annually at 
conference to ensure that the 
whole movement. not simply 
the MPs , decide the path to 
be followed by Labour mem­
bers in Parliament. 

ated an enquiry into party 
structure . This is seen by 
many as a move to build in a 
permanent right wing major­
ity on the party's executive, 
possibly opening the way to a 
witch-hunt against the left. 

They want a 'radical' party, 
offering a vehicle for a 
political career. Their ideas 

tened that " If constitutional 
changes are accepted large 
numbers of the PLP members 
would find it impossible to 
continue' ' . If the party mem­
bership changes the rules 
some MPs would resign or 
join the enemy, like Reg 
Prentice . 

In reality the right wing are 

' . We must build a 
mass socialist party 

capable ol 
defeating tbe Tories 

says Tony Saunois, NEC member 

and programme go no further 
than tinkering with the disea­
sed capitalist system and 
when necessary , trying to bail 
it out. 

Proposals for a 'primary' 
system of selecting and elec­
ting MPs , as in the USA, or 
postal ballots of party mem­
bers to select parliamentary 
candidates have been raised 
to counter the demands for 
more democracy. 

They would enormously 
increase the scope for hysteri­
cal Tory campaigns in the 
media and elsewhere, to 
influence the selection of 
Labour's ca ndidates . T he 
party would become a mirror 
of the American 'Democratic' 
Party-the employers' loyal 
second eleven-if they had 
their way. -

Proposals to make the 
party leadership more ac­
countable hqve been denoun­
ced as 'a threat to democracy'. 

At present , the party leader 
is elected by other MPs only . 
Election manifestos are final­
ised at a meeting where no 
votes are taken and the party 
leader has an effective right of 
veto . Conference is denied the 
opportunty to debate any 
issue discussed in the last 
three years; and party mem­
bers have little control over 
sitting Labour MPs. 

This is the 'democracy' 
which right wingers are 
defending. Their pleas are as 
shallow as their loyalty to the 
labour movement. 

It was Denis Healey who at 
the joint NEC/ Shadow Cabi­
net meeting last month threa-

saying 'Don 't encroach on my 
positions or power! ' 

Despite this opposition , 
the call for increased checks 
over parliamentary represen­
tatives is widespread through­
out the party . 

Reselection 

Through a procedure of 
mandatory reselection, Lab­
our MPs wou ld have to 
account for their actions to 
the party which selected 
them. 

Combined with Constitu­
ency Labour Parties having 
the right to remove a sitting 
MP as a candidate at any 
time , this would be a perman­
ent democratic check. If a 
CLP has the right to select a 
candidate then it should also 
be able to remove one! 

Happy to be selected by a 
General Cc:nmittee, those 
opposed to mandatory resel­
ection shrink in horror at 
being removed by one. Their 
attitude is , 'You can select me 
to fight the seat. You can 
work for me , and raise my 
election expenses , but don ' t 
question my actions or state­
ments when elected.' 

Labour Party members 
fight elections to advance the 
cause of labour and the 
struggle for socialism . Some 
of our parliamentary leaders, 
it seems, see it very di iferent­
ly. 

Shirley Williams has stated; 
" Nor will General Committee 
members nave the sa me 
personal ll'lterest in holding 

the seat as the MP has , for his 
future career depends on it 
and theirs do not. " ( 'Guar­
dian ' 9.7.79) 

Every member of a General 
Committee has an interest in 
winning the seat for Labour . 
For us , the fight for socialism 
and the interests of the 
working class , rather than 

any personal and career gains 
are the motivation . 

No MP need fear reselec­
tion, unless they see the party 
as a career , and have no 
commitment to the traditions 
and aspirations of the. labour 
movement. 

Doubtless this is true of 
some of our present represen­
tatives - approx-imately 40 
Labour MPs don' t even pay 
the £25 a year asked for by 
Transport House to cover 
administration and servicing 
costs . 

Reselection , together with a 
commitment by all Labour 
MPs to only take the average 
wage of a skilled worker for 
themselves , with expenses to 
be vetted by the labour 
movement. would remove 
those simply using the party . 
and open the way for genuine 
representatives of working 
people and the labour move­
ment. 

If conference has the power 
to decide party policy then 
surely the elected leadership , 
the NEC, should be empow­
ered to draft the manifesto 
accordingly. 

The claim that the PLP 
would be totally exclued is 
fa lse. Prior to the last election 
22 out of 30 members of the 
NEC were MPs. 

If the NEC does not draft 
the manifesto , the party rank 
and file has no say over its 
contents and no method of 
bringing to account those who 
drew it up. It is preciseiy 
because the NEC is more 
accountable to the party 
membership , through coRfer-

ence , and would there:ore be 
under more pressure to reflect 
party policy, that Labour's 
right wing are so opposed to 
the change . 

Widening the method of 
election of the party leader is 
one of the key demands now 
being taken up. To ensure 
that the leader is genuinely 
representative and prepared 
to fight for party policy is a 
further way of controlling our 
parliamentary representat ­
ives. 

Party conference is the 
supreme governing body of 
the party . All sections and 
opinions in the labour move­
ment are represented in 
debate to thrash out policies . 
This is where the party leader 
should be elected, if he is to 
carry out these policies. 

In no less than 9 other 
socialist or social democratic 
parties the leader is elected at 
national conference. In only 3 
out of the main 20 social 
democratic or socialist parties 
is the leader elected simply fr­
om the parliamentary group . 
~ven in Germany's right 

wing dominated SPD, a 36-
member committee selected 
from congress makes a nomi­
nation for Chancellor, which 

TONY SAUNOIS 
IS THE LABOUR PARTY 

YOUNG SOCIALISTS' 
REPRESENTATIVE ON 
THE NATIONAL EXEC­

UTIVE COMMITTEE 

Now more than ever the 
party built by working people , 
over decades of struggle and 
self-sacrifice , needs a mass 
membership , a socialist pro­
gramme and democratic con­
trol over its leadership . 

The hollow claims of Lab­
our's 'moderates ', that the 
decline in party membership 
is due to the domination of 
the left, must be boldly 
answered. 

It is the programme of 
Labour's right wing which has 
decimated the party member­
ship. Their refusal to support 
workers fighting for decent 
wages, or to clearly explain a 
socialist alternative to wage 
restraint, unemployment and 
low pay , and their passive 
acceptance of capitalist decay 
has resulted in the loss of 
party members . 

A mass ive recruitmen t 
campaign, with a turn to the 
factories and offices , establi­
shing members' branches at 
the place of work , would 
transform the party . 

Mass rallies and street 
meetings to explain Labour's 
ideas and programme; a 
reaffLrmation of Clause 4 part 
4-for the public ownership 
of the means of production, 
distribution and exchange­
as the guiding principle of the 
party, reinjecting the crusa­
ding and self-sacrificing spir­
its of our founders. This is 
what must replace the disas­
trous 'liberalism' and career­
ism, which the right wing 
have dragged into the party. 

Only then can we build a 
mass, socialist Labour Party, 
capable of defeating the 
Tories and their system. 

JUDGEMENT 
Coming out of the House of Commons a couple of 
weeks ago members of the LPYS met a leading right 
wing Labour MP. The comments of this erstwhile 
fighter for socialism clearly show the attitude and 
cynicism of Labour's right wing MPs. 

He stood laughing with a Tory Cabinet Minister. 
"He has been a good friend of mine for years" , he 
explained. 

The conversation then continued. 
LPYS: What ab out fixing a date for the debat~ you 
suggested on party policy? 
MP: I'd rather leave it now. At the moment I have to 
be very careful what I say. 
LPYS: How are things in your local party? 
MP: To be honest I'm bored with my local party. The 
infighting is getting me down. 
LPYS: How do you view recent developments within 
the Labour Party? 
MP I've seen it coming since 1959. If the NEC 
p roposals are endorsed then there will be a split in the 
party . You shouldn ' t be surprised to know a large 
number of Labour MPs would split away. The curren t 
dispute is more serious and vicious than at any time in 
the history of the party. The main debate is not about 
Clause 4. I t is about \\·hether people like me who don't 
agree with it should be a llowed to be party members._ 

T he trouble with the British proletariat is that they 
are not interested in socialism. Look \\·hat happened 
at the las t election . Many of them voted for a 
reactionary Tory party. -
LPYS: W hat do you think about reselection? 
MP: Why should I worry. I could alwavs become a 
judge. -
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I1~JYlr ~ ·&LACK YOUTH MUST <lr, 

® ORGANISE AGAINST o~~4o 

Vantage point 
Those Tory tax cuts have really set the 
country free. Money in our pockets to buy 
what we want. Well, some pockets, 
anyway. 

Until the budget only rich foreigners 
could afford to buy any of the 23 flats in 
South Lodge, bordering on Hyde Park. 
Now ordinary British millionaires can join 
in. £450,000 gets you a four-bedroomed 
house with garage space for four cars, staff 
accommodation and private lift. For 
£1.4m, an eleven-bedroom house, with a 
bathroom in each bedroom. 

Hyde Park, near Speakers Corner. Just 
the place to watch all the labour movement 
demonstrations against this rich man's 
government. 

Compliment? 

Voters in the recent Italian elections were 
exhorted by one of the parties to 'vote the 
same as 14 million Englishmen. Vote for 
the party of Signora Thatcher". 

All very nice for Ma, you might think. 
Except that the party was . Destra 
Nazional [National Right] an extreme 
right wing group. The Scottish 'Sunday 
Mail' said that their policy could be said to 
"demand a recount on World War Two". 

Falsifications 
Reporters "cannot clearly differentiate 
between w-riting news and writing fiction". 
Which paper are we talking about, the 
'Sun', 'Daily Mirror', 'Express'? No. 
China's leading newspaper, the 'People's 
Daily', which in a front page headline 
admitted that many of its stories contained 
errors or falsifications aimed at making 
things seem better than they were. 

A report in the People's Daily on 
February 22 said "Since last December, 
more than 40,000 labourers and technic­
ians have been braving the cold in Wuwei 
County to start construction of a large 
irrigation pumping station." But in fact 
the People's Daily said "Work .oo the 
project hadn't even started on time, so 
where did the more than 40,000 labourers 
and technicians come from?" 

The paper also admitted that "Falsifi­
cations of this kind as well as reports 
which neglect to tell the whole truth, also 
appear in other newspape~s and radio 
broadcasts." 

Apparently, the motive behind the 
revelations is to try and restore the waning 
credibility of the media amongst the 
Chinese masses. However 1 like 'our' 
capitalist rulers, the Chinese bureaucrats 
will not allow complete freedom of the 
press, just in case the finger points at 
them. 

~~ ............ .-m. .......... ~~., 

Notting Hill Carnival is now world 
news. Reporters from all over the 
globe will be trying to get the 
'Caribbean atmosphere'. 

Taking snaps to enligh­
ten the imagination to the 
new heights of ecstasy and 
feeling , and of course 
playing up the police 
inspired riots of the ·past. 

But what feeling? The 
feeling of police commissioner 
McNee? When being inter­
viewed about the SPG by the 
press , he said , " If you keep 
off the streets of London and 
behave •yourself you won' t 
have the SPG to worry 
about". 

No doubt in the back of 
McNee's mind he wants to 
hand out work permits , camp 
identi ty cards like in South 
Africa . 

The 1976 Carnival ended in 
riots . Black youth were drag­
ged out from crowds by the 
SPG, and they responded. In 
'77 violence flared again. 
Riot-shields , tried out before 
in Northern Ireland, were in 
use . 

In '78 the Carnival was a 
success because we were 
determined not to be prov-

oked and intimidated by 
police exercises-cordoning 
off half of Portobello Road. 
the drone of a police helicop- ­
ter over your head . video 
cameras on the Westway. 
Even so, violence occurred on 
the Sunday night , after police 
were determined to give .us a 
show of strength. 

Harassment 
An event of creativity and 

invent!, eness is being used by 
police as an exercise in riot 
control and harrassment. The 
Islington 18 trial (lasting 14 
weeks and costing £ '/.m. with 
on ly 2 convictions) showed 
this . Confess-ion statements 
were made on threats and 
beatings. 

This time they will have at 
least 1 ,SOO police and SPG at 
hand. at any one time. and 
new riot equipment has been 
ordered just in case . 

At this moment. black 
people and the working class 

internationally. the movement 
of the angry , sick, young and 
old people, are struggling -
against oppression. The op­
pressive regimes have not 
blinked an eyelid in killing 
workers who made a brave 
stand against them. 

But these movements have 
frightened the capitalists. And 
in the Eastern bloc-Russia 
for the first time has had to 
face demonstrations against 
the Brezhnev ruling caste . 

In America , in California 
'the capital of the trendies' , 
(they say they are 10 years 
ahead of anywhere in the 
world) , they have now had an 
'embarrassing ·problem' as 
the State Commissioner put 
it. of the riots within Folsom 
top security prison-within 
the past two years there have 
been 20 deaths during race 
riots. 

Tory attacks 

And today the black com­
munity in Britain now face 
the attacks of the Tory 
government. Thatcher is go­
ing to cut expenditure in 
already run-down areas such 
as Peckham. Lambeth , etc, 
and harass us through the use 

BRIGHT'S NURSERY: 
STILL A STRUGGLE 

of 'sus' and the SPG-deaths 
like that of Blair Peach could 
so easily happen down Lad­
broke Grove . 

Whether we like it or not , 
there are elements in our race 
who have been forced by 
greed. or unemployment and 
slum conditions ipto looking 
for the MIS dated Su·perfly 
image or the CB200-give it 
up , and get wise . 

Black youth need to get 
organised in a campaign to 
end unemployment, to destroy 
slums, end police harassment , 
and drive out racialism . The 
PNP Youth have pledged to 
fight against the oppression of 
black youth. 

We will not be sitting down 
and moaning-we shall be on 
the streets during the Carnival 
selling our papers, running 
food stalls , and a legal aid 
centre free of charge. 

We must fight for a society 
where life can be colourful 
and happy not just at 
Carnival time but all year 
round. 

By Ken Mattbews 

Chairman 
PNPYouth(UK) 

The mood in the crowded 
public gallery of Rochdale 
Council Chamber during 
the meeting of Wednesday 
11th July forecast a bitter 
struggle in the coming 
months. 

of parents of children in 
Bright's nursery . They 
have campaigned vigor­
ously to have the nursery 
taken in to local authori ty 
ownership . to prevent its 
closure . and presc!·w the 

w·ith 40 Social Servi;~ . \ \ .·. 

The stark contrast bet­
\\·een the unquestioning. 
insensitive subserviance of 
the Tory councillors to 
their leaders' dictates and 
the pen t up , frustra ted 
anger of workers from 
public services alreadv cu t 
to the bone. indicated the 
polarisation that has al ­
ready taken place . 

Among those in the 
public gallery was a lobby 

- facilities so vital i<' women 
forced ou t to wurk by 
financia l hardship . 

As a resul t of the 
pressure exer!ed by this 
campaign one of the few 
Tory/ Lib splits occurred 
when the Liberals voted 
with Labour not j ust to 
take OYer the nursery but 
to maintain it as a nursery 
provi ding one unit as a 
battered baby unit. one 

places and one unit the · 
di;ference between the 
present fees and running 
costs to be met by the 
council. 

Spending 
cuts 

Although this represents 
a victory for the campaign 
and a tribute to the hard 
work and persistence of 
the mothers and the Wom­
en· s Section , the same 
meeting which passed the 
proposal to buy the nur­
sery also saw the imposi-

tion of a three-month 
freeze on spending and a 
plan to cut £1m from 
public expenditure. 

This should be a warn­
ing to the mothers that 
everything they' ve fought 
for can be withdrawn 
unless they unite in the 
campaign already begun 
by NUPE and other public 
service unions to hght the 
cuts in public expenditure. 

By Margaret Crear 

/ 
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Public sector strike 

WHAT WE 
GOT-AND 
WHAT WE 
LEARNED 

It's now four months 
since the public ser­
vice workers' strike 
and after stoppages I 
take home an extra 
£1.40 per week. But 
with the budget, the 
bus fares going up, 
and everything else, 
we are no better off 
than before the strike. 

The sett lement was £3.50. 
plus £1 on account . from the 
fu tur e co mp a rabili ty pay­
ments. But only those work­
ing 35 ho'urs or more get the 
£ I . The health service is run 
by pa r t-timers . so tha t' s 
caused a lo t of discontent. 
There' s only 6 to 8 in my 
dep artment receiving it. 

I work in the Central Steri­
lised a nd Supply Department . 
its the biggest in the country. 
We do all the t raysets for all 
the biggest operations , and it 
takes 12 months even to know 
the basics . Bu t this is all they 
think we are worth. Some of 
my women workers weren' t so 
much worse off during the 
strike. they earn so little 
anyway. 

T o make matte rs worse. we 
st ill haven' t been offered full 
consolidat ion in the health 
serv ice . Before the strike we 
got £7 .20 in unconsolidated 
payment s . That's been redu­
ced now to £4. 80. Bu t for 
local government workers all 
these supplemen ts have been 
pu t on the basic ra te . 

The reason is clear. The 
he~ l t h se r>·ice is very depen­
dent on overtime- the men a t 
our hospi ta l a lmost live here 
beca use of poor wages-so 
fu ll consolidation would have 

cost a lot mo re. 
Si nce t h e st rike. su c h 

thin gs as price increases for 
th e. m ea ls . lodgings and 
lau ndr1· ai the hospi ta l. hal'e 
taken back most ot what we 
ga ined . 

But even so we learnt a lot 
durin g the strike. 

Our depa rtmen t were out 
for two weeks. The second 
wee k. wi thou t e mergenc y 
cove r. because i\·hen this was 
supp lied. managemen t abu ­
sed it. With the management 
volun teers there were almost 
as many people working as in 
a norm al week . 

The strike certainly brought 
it home to the members that 
the media view of shop 
stewards bringing people out 
is just not true . I didn' t bring 
them out on strike . I told 
them that " it' s you that take 
the decisions" . It was the 
vo tes taken at the mass 
meeting t:1at decided whether 
we went on strike. 

Certainly the workers here 
a ren ' t downhearted because 
we didn 't get all we wanted . 
We are now looking to a £70 
minimum , which is still only 
two-th;rds of average earn­
ings . 

If a ll the health unions 
fight together . if everything is 
co-ordina ted. then my mem­
bers will be prepared to take 
the sa me action again . We all 
knew we were doing the right 
thing by going on strike for 
decent wages . 

By 
Myra Horner 

(N UPE Branch Secretary 
East Birmingham 

Hospita l) 

NORTH-EAST UNEMPLOYMENT 

WHY GEORDIE 
WON'T WOR 

Our local newspaper 
the 'Newcastle Even­
ing Chronicle' printed 
an article on unem­
ployment in the l\orth 
East called ' W hy 
Geordie won ' t work!' 

-
In it Mr Jim Redpa ih of 

Newcasile 's Commercial Job ­
cen tre. a so-called e!( pert on 
un e mploy men t , said that 
Geordies were unwilling to 
la ke up vacancies available 
in the North because- they 
were unwilling to t ravel to 
jobs-married men regis ter 
bu l don 't have any ambition 
bu t to be housewives-Gear­
dies are afra id to t ry new 
jobs-and most people get 
enough money on the dole 
anyway. 

Next morning on the BBC's 
loca l ra dio 'phone-in' Jeff 
Price of the .Unemploved 
Workers' Union rang in to ., 
condemn the article and 
challenge the writer to a real 
debate on unemployment. 

He ou tlined the real cause 
of unemployment: the fact 
that thousands have been 
made redundant in countless 
factory closures here on the 
Tyne after their owners had 
reaped the profits of grants 
and subsidies at the tax 
payers' expense. 

The next caller was a 
married wom an with two 
children who sa id her jusband 
ha d just got a job after being 
ou t of work for more than two 
years . For all that t ime she 's 
had to manage on £38 p .w. 
plus child benefi t allowance . 

Far from not wan ting to 
work they were so despera te 
tha t they applied for a job in 
Holland bu t couldn 't afford 
a passport to get there. 

After tha t an unemployed 
middle manager phoned in to 
say for men like himself there 

ByCath Ross 
(Newcastle North CLP) 

. a re a bsolutely no Jobs at all 
Even if they were willing to 
take less pay and less status 
there is still nothing doing . 

I rang a number of jobs 
advertised in that night's 
paper. Three didn' t answer , 
one had so many applicants 
that they couldn' t accept any 
more . another offered £1.30 
per hour to supervise four 
members of staff and take 

. complete responsibility for 
running an off-license, and a 
'mothers help ' position offer­
ed £1 per hour. 

If these are the sort of 
wages. no one could afford 
the bus fares to travel to them 
and in fact most people are 
bet ter off on the poverty level 
based dole. 

Where I work we recently 
received 469 applications for 
one job and no-one got it . 
Could it be that its cheaper 
to put an advert in the paper 
than to pay a wage? 

Unemployment in the 
Nort h East has passed the 
point of being a subject for 
discussion in papers like the 
Chronicle whose owners also 
have shares in the closing 
industries on the Tyne . 

In places like Spenny­
moor , as Jeff pointed out , 
unemploymen t can rise from 
6% to 13 % overnight due to 
the Courtaulds closure . Dras ­
tic measures must be taken . 
The fu ture can\ be left in the 
hands of the owners of 
industry while their only 
in te rest is profi t- society's 
needs must be given priority. 

The Unemployed 'v\-orkers' 
U nio n a im s to organise 
workers who have no jobs 

Unempl~yment in the '30s 

together with t he t rade unions 
and hopes to mount vigorous 
campaigns to fight unem­
ployment and the causes of it . 

? 
I 

It shows up clearly the lies 
of the press when they claim 
tha t workers a re lazy and 
don 't' want work . 

BABIES ARE NOW AT RISK----
Out of every 1,000 
children born in Brit­
ain, seventeen die 
within seven days of 
birth. This figure is 
higher than in many 
other advanced indus­
trialised coun t ries , 
such as Japan, France, 
Sweden, Finland. 

However, this national 
figu re conceals large varia­
t ions in different regions of 
Britain . For example , in 
Rochdale in 1977 the 
perinatal mortality rate 
[deaths within the first 
week after birth] was 26.6 
per 1 ,000, the highest in 
the countn. 

Other areas with verJ high 
perinata l ntortalit~· rates inc­
lude Durham , Gateshead , 
Birmingham. Co\·ent r) , Brad­
fo rd, Bolton , Stock port, a nd 
in London, the Ci t~· and East. 
London a rea . 

Areas with n• ry low ra tes­
less than IS per 1.000-

By 
Lorna Oliver 

(Hackney Centra l LPYS) 

include such a reas as Essex, 
Kent, Kingston and Rich ­
mond , Suffolk , and the Isle of 
Wight. 

But are these dea ths an ·ac t 
of God' or i the re a .l" ay of 
cutt ing them ? T he most 
str iking thi ng to come out of 
these figures is that the 
highest inci de nce occurs in 
predomi nan th· 1\'0rki ng-class 
~l reas. 

In Roc hdale. fo r exam ple . 
nearh· a third of the popu la t­
ion a rc unsk illed or se mi­
skilled " ·orking class . f our 
out of ten deaths 11·irhin the 
fir-.t " ·cek we re in th is group . 
Mo~t of the death <; \\'e re 
among hab ies " ·ith a lo\\· b irth 
" ·eight. 11·h ich is linked to the 
li1·ing cond it ions of the moth-
t? r. 

Another reason for child 
dea ths is lack of an te- na tal 
care . or mothers at tending 
ante-na ta l cl inics very infre­
quently or sta rting attending 
late in their p regnancy. T he 
reasons for this are obvious . 

In many ru ra l a reas . the 
neares t ante-na tal clinic is 
sel'eral miles aw ay. often 
needing a whole day for one 
1·isit . for working mothers. or 
those who al ready haYe sma ll 
chil dren . find ing the time is 
ob,·iously a grea t d iff iculty. 

Even " ·here the cli nic is 
1·e ry close. ma ny mothers sti ll 
do not attend regu l ar ! ~ . So me 
of the reasons for this a re 
made clear in a report by City 
and Hac kn ey Co mmuni ty 
Hea lth Council on the cond it­
ions in the Mothers' Hospita l 
in Hacf' nev. 

l t is no ince n ti1·e to a t tend a 
cl ini c which is Ol'ercrowded 
an d understa ffed . You may 
ha1·c to wait hours . whi le you 
a rc worrying about your 
chil d n:n. fo r whom there is no 
play space a t the cl in ic , and 
about whe ther you can ge t 

home in time to get the dinner 
· an d pick the kids up from 
school. 

However , even after birth. 
the shortage of intensive ca re 
un its mean that many more 
bab ies die than would if these 
se rvices were widely available . 

In Cop thorne, Shrewsbury , 
the nearest in tensive ca re unit 
is fi fty miles away in Bi rming­
ham . This uni t . however, is 
not b ig enough to take a ll the 
bab ies in the area 11 ho need 
th e~e facil ities. 

Health service cuts also 
mean more overcrowding an d 
understaffing. Research done 
r,c·,~ n t ly has shown th at across 
th r: .::ountrv. there is a SO "lo 
~hortfall i ~ staff in depart­
ments for the new-born on the 
leYels recommended by the 
Bri tish Paedia trics Associat­
ion and the Royal College of 
O bs tet ricians and Gynaecol­
ogists. 

In Copthorne Hospital. fo r 
example. five more midwive'i 
and more nursi ng staff a re 
needed . and there is only one 
regis tra r ins tead of three . So 

what can be done to cut down 
the · number of infant dea ths 
in this country? 

O b vio us ly m ore m oney 
must be put into the health 
service . ante-na tal cl inics , 
intensive care units, and 
keepi ng hospitals open so th at 
ca re is freely available to a ll 
mothers . 

However, ' this is not the 
whole solutio n . In Rochdale. 
for exa mple, according to the 
area Medical hea lth officer. 
the mate rnity departments 
are adequa tely equipped and 
staffed. The solution lies 
more in fi nding an answer to 
the conditions in which many 
mothers live. 

Uving 
conditions 

Almost twice a'i many 
ch ildren born to working class 
mothers die wit hin the first 
1'. eek a. do those born to 
mothers belonging to the 
upper or middle cl asses . 

0 1'ercrowded and slum hous­
ing. and po.or d iet a ll add 
to the odds against tlw 
survival of bab ies . 

Obviously then, the answer 
lies in creating bet ter condit­
ions for people to live in and 
have their babies in. On a 
capitalist basis this is obvi­
ously not possible. 

W·hile houses are buil t only 
fo r profit a nd not fo r need , 
whi le people can ' t afford to 
li 1·e in decent condit ions ~nd 
eat decent food. more, not 
fc,,·er children a re likely to 
die . 

All the more reason to fight 
for a soc ia list society. where 
houses a re buil t and food 
produced for need and not for 
profi i. where hospita ls aren't 
closed through lack of fin­
ance . 

Then the needless t ragedy 
of chi ld ren not being allowed 
to reach eYen the age of seven 
days co uld be el iminated once 
and fo r a ll. 



ABOUR'S YO 
A workers' soviet was set up in the 
heart of the beautiful Gloucester .. 
shire countryside this month! 

But it was only a temporary one, 
while the Labour Party Young 
Socialists and their comrades from 
sister organisations across the seas 
held their annual summer camp. 
After the debates of the 
poliCJ·making conference 
were over , 450 Young_ 
Socialists, including com­
rades from the North and 
South of Ireland , Ger­
manJ , Belgium and Swed­
en, stayed on for one of the 
best summer camps in the 
history of the LPYS. 

All tt,c campmg areas were 
d i1·ided into 1·ill age communi ­
Lie; or so·.- iets and comrades 
organised the day LO day 
running of their sections . as 
11_ell as many socials. 

A ' 'orke rs' squad ' ' as 
also set up to ru n secu rity in 

name but a few . 
Comrades did not hold 

back ,,-hen asked for donat ­
ions for the Bri tish and Irish 
'Milita nr' -1he Irish com­
rades ra ised a splendid £700 
ih roughout the week fo r the 
'Iri sh Mili tant Monthly ' . and 
at gre:lt sacrifice for the 
s truggle for socialism . our­
going na tiona l chairman of 
the LPY.S Phi! Fra mpton said 
he mJuld slun·e off hi s bea rd if 
£200 ,,-as rai <; ed for the 
·M i!i1am' figh rin~< fund ·£200. 
OS' ·J \\ a 'i ra ised'~ off ii .-a me ! 

g, i he -:? nd of the week 
en'.f\ c·omrade ··xas enthused 
and rarin_ll LO eo io bu ild the 

" For me this has b.;>en a fantastic week-its the first time 
l've been to England . What I couldn 't get u~ed to b the 
relaxed a tmosphere and the bold man ner of t he British 
YS-because of the political sit uation in Northern 
Ireland this is something we j ust don't ha\e, '' 

t... Member of the Belfast Labour and Trade On ion Group 

the camp after a prow ler had ·s in their home a rea~. f ll ol 
b ee n rep orted wande ring ne11 ideas ihey ha d leamt 
abou l the site on SundaY fro m di \ c u.;~ing ;;·ith · C<' m-
night . The squad p ro,-ed ,-e ry ra d::<; fmm ail c11·c: r the 
effec ti ,·e in keep ing out coun tr1 _ .-\nch· Be,·ans t!l nmed 
unin,·ired guests ! up the -:: omradeship and 

And th roughout rhe \•:eek :;nlhusiasm of the week . 
there was a perfec t bala nce of saying tha t \\·he ne,·e r he asked 
recrea t io na l a n d spo r t in g for ,-olunteers for warJ.: . such' 
events . a nd polit ica l semina rs as nigh t security. pu tting 
and deb ates . up wate rl og ge d te n t s or 

There were sports compet- l oo k~ng af ter children in the 
itions of all kinds- the team crt:che . there \Yas always a 
made of the National Com- !oresl of hands that we nt up. 
mittee did not do too well : as In summing up at the 
one comrade said . "The on] ,- closing ceremony the new 
thing the NC won throughout na t io n al cha irma n . Kevin 
i he camp and confe rence ,,·ere Ra mage. said ' ·I t is an 
the Yo tes!" _ on -goi ng t rend th a t t he 

-, 
" We had our first Youth Section conference in May 
and there tbev announced that the British LPYS 
w~re holding. a camp, and the Irish 'Militant' 
organised sending a delegation ovct. At our 
~onference we decided to hold a camp in 

~ September but we haYe had to put it off until next 
year-comrades from the LPYS will be welcome to 
send a delegation over." 

Pat Dunne [Irish Labour Party Youth Section] 

Bu t the compe< i\ions were­
n 't iaken too scr iousl\·-aft er 

\ all how co uld yo ~ r with 
football teams c-a lled Trot\en­
h ~m Hotsp ur or Callagh an 's 
Commies . vr quiz teams 
cal led the Bamba Grass ­
groins . the L'nho lv Alliance or 
ihe SPG l Bolshe,:ik Section) . 

Enthused 

The serious moments were 
kepi for p0lilica l debates 
which were held on a whole 
range of top ics such a' 'Do 
v:age r i ~e c;; cau'ie infla tion·. 
l ra n . Religion and Social i<; m 
and \\'omens' Ri ghts. S e:r ·­
ers included -\ ntJ:; Bc,·an an d 
MP'i Denni> Skinner. Jo<1 n 
Mav :-~ ard a!ld Joau Le,~cw . 10 

numbe rs at the YS summer 
ca mp increase e,·e ry .year. and 
,,· ~. shoul d keep this !rend 
going. making sure that next 
year' s camp is c\·en b igger. 
and if pos'i ible _ c'\·en beiter . .. 

And as the Red Flag nd 
lnternaiionale echoed across 
the ca mp site fo r the last 
ti me . eYer\· You ng Soda list 
there kne\1· that in the next 
period the LPYS has got the 
oppor tunitY to buil d and 
become ihe mass socialis l 
o rg ani<; ~ t i on of \YOrki ng class 
\'O Uth 

Report compiJed 
by Bob Wade. 

Photos by 
Julian I\fcKitrkk 
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H IN THE FOREST OF DEAN 

HINK? "What I like about the 
camp is mee ting othe r 
com rades from up and down 
the countr)· and discussi ng 
ideas and learning about the 
youth work in their areas. 
Lots of them have just 
joined afte r the general 
election and having seen 
what the Tories and T hat­
cher are all about, want to 
fight back. In m~· own ward 
in Stevenage we'Ye had 16 
people join the Labour Part) 
this month alone. " 

" I ju st joined afte r the 
election - I kn('w I was a 
~oci alis t and I wanted to get 
im·oh ed in the figh t-back. 
The debates d uring the 
conference were Yery good 
and the organisation of the 
camp has been territlc. I'm 
defin ite !~ going to come to 
the conference next yea r . 
When ' 'e get back 11- e are 
going to campaign to get 
more people to jnin the 
LPYS- haYing come to the 
camp and conference I feel a 
lot stronger in m)· own mind 
about socialism. Being here 
strengthens your ideas and 
makes things a lot clearer." 

Julie Bees 
[Bristol South LPYS ] 

•·the political debates were 
Hr) good , especiall,\- the one 
on Nort hern I reland- talk­
in g to people who actually 
lh·e there and are im·ohed 
politically gives you a clear 
understanding of what is 
actuall_\- happening there, 
a nd )·ou can see through the 
lies put out by the mass 
media. " 

Da\·e Partington 
[Deptford LPYS] 

~ 

"We don' t have camps like 
this in Belgium. We have 
weekend meetings but there 
is no politics in it. I think 
the LPYS has achieved the 
correct balance in mixing 
politics with a holiday 
atmosphere. This is some­
thing we shall try and work 
for when we return". 

Francois Bliui 
[Joung Socialisten Belgium] 

GHT 
Even the capitalist press was forced to admit that the YS 
were holding a conference when the)· reported T ony 
Benn's fraternal address to the LPYS national 
·confe ren ce. 

\\' ha t the} didn't report of course was his tribute to the 
Young Socialists ' work, help and analysis in the CLPs, 
and to the work of Ton)· Saunois on the NEC of the 
Labour Party. 

Ton)· Benn himself said 'we have the right to free 
speech , but not the right to be heard'-he wished all the 
conferen ce could he on television! He felt it crucial that 
the )·outh joined u p with the Labour Party, and •: a!led for 
facto ry b ran ches to be built to prepare to fight closures 
and lo" wage in the coming batt les. It was a crucial time; 

he said. for drmocratic socialists, beca use ' if we don 't 
change the econo mic s.rstem and change it qu ic kly. 
Bri tai n will be ome ar. economic was telan d with mass 
unemplo)mcnt' . 

Richard Aldridge 
[Ste\enage LPYS] 

FIGHf AGAINST TORY ATTACKS 
;.The Confe rence and 
Camp has been a tremen­
do us success. It has uplif­
ted eYervbody that atten ­
ded . The week has given 
eYery comrade the fire and 
enthusiasm to build the 
LPYS. 

Equally _important. e\·­
ervone has been armed 
and re-armed with facts 
and figures. argurrerits. 
and a social ist programme 
to begin the fight against 
the Torv attacks . 

It is- crucial nO\Y that 
every delegate and Yisi tor 
takes the enthusiasm and 
debates of the week back 
to the branches. Then ,,-e 
•sill be able to mobilise the 

branch-:s in recrui tment 
campaigns. 

In e1·ery factory , school , 
and college. - and at the 
dole queues. there will be 
dozens of youth looking for 
a socialist alternative to 
capitalism . As the savage 
attacks of the Tory govern· 
ment on working class 
living standards mount 
day by day- so to will 
opportunities to build the 
LPYS . 

That is the message \\-e 
must take back: Fight the 
T orv attacks! Build the 
LPYS ! Build the fight for 
socialism!· ' 
KeYin Ramage 
Chairman LPYS 

National · 

I 

On thP topical issue 3f party democracy, he 
comme!'.£ed on the hypocrisy of the Tories and their 
press. He explained that without the Chartists and the 
trade unions there would bP. no parliamentary 
democracy-those m(n-ements began outside Parliament 
and created democracy. Accountability and democran 
were at the heart of the British labour mo\·ement and s~ 
'Annual conference must set what parliamentar)· 
representati\·es should do.' 

He added tha t patronage should be ended and the 
House of Lords a bolished , and said •If the press wan ts to 
know wh~ the labour mo\·ement is in te rested in how 
mi nisters are ~elected . George Brown, Ra)· Gunter . Dick 
Ta•·erne. Christop her .'\la_,-hew, Rich ard Ma rsh and Reg 
Prentice were some of the rea6 ons! ' 

The c-on ference -. em on to sort out a t1g hti ng 
p rogra m mt' tor " hat I on•· B<·nn called a ·decade of 
opport unit .• fo r dernucnllk ~ocia l i s t s . · 
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''Thatcher has declared 
war on the working 
class-our task is to 
accept that challenge 
and to challenge capit­
alism''. 

considered low paid . with a 
wife and child he qualified for 
a rent rebate! 

These words of T ony 
Saunois, LPYS represen­
tathe on the Labour Part) 
National Executhe, set the 
tone for this Jear's LPYS 
conference. 

This Tory go,·ernment is 
the most reactionar~· for 
decades and delegates spelt 
out what this means-the cuts 
that cause waiting lists for 
operations while prhate pat· 
ients jump the queue or the 
unemplo~·ment that leads to 
suicide. 

Lawrence Coates [NUPE 
shop steward, Harborough 
LPYS ] expressed the humili­
ation of low-paid workers at 
"putting in a hard week' s 
graft and haYing to go cap in 
hand to the state for a 
handou t" and the anger that 
led to their national strike. 

Tony Saunois-LPYS representative on the NEC 

But delegates pointed out 
that th is was the result of a 
general crisis of capitalism 
that had been seen under the 
Labour government too. 

Josie · Aitman [Liverpool 
Kirkdale] told the conference 
"A member of my Labour 
Party has been made redun· 
dant three times in as many 
yea rs-the last time at the 
KME co-operative on Mersey­
side' '. 

Workers are paying for the 
crisis. Under the last year of 
wage restraint Jim McEwan 
[Littlehampton LPYS] esti­
materl he lost about £20 per 
week while his firm made 
bumper profits. Although net 

The reforms of Labour 's 
manifesto had been "torn up 
and thrown to the wind" said 
Tony Saunois . The warnings 
of resolutions. that trying to 
run capitalism instead of 
implementing socialist poli­
cies would cost Labour votes. 
had been borne out. 

Most important for the 
LPYS in mobilising youth 
against the Tories is the new 
'Charter for Young Workers' 
approved. with minor addit­
ions . by conference . From 
housing to entertainment , 
from unemployment to edu­
cation the Charter provides 
the YS with answers to the 
problems and aspirations of 
youth. 

Steve Glennon moving the 
docu ment for the National 

Commitlee said that just 
tra\·elJing to work or to leisure 
in his area each year costs 'll p 
more on the bus than it does 
to tra\·el on Concorde-and 
on Concorde you get a free 
meal! 

As a delegate from the 
National Society of Sheet 
Metal Mechanics to the T UC 
he had moved a resolution 
calling for the creation of 
a democratic TUC Youth 
section. Delegates pointed out 
the need to turn to the trade 
union youth . The delegate 
from Coventry SW told 
co nference how his ·oranch 
had joint meetings with the 
AUEW Junior Workers Com­
mittee. 

Two delegates claimed that 
the LPYShad failed to attract 
school students and that the 
NUSS leadersh ip was succee­
ding because it "doesn't put 
policies first" . They were 
a nswered by Peter Lush 

[Vauxhall] who pointed out 
that NUSS had lost half its 
membership last year. 

Abdul Shiah [Bradford] 
added that working class 
school students wanted to 
fight racialism and corporal 
punishment and such issues 
dealt with in the LPYS School 
Students' Charter. 

YCAU 

The main inititiative to be 
taken by the LPYS in the 
coming months will be ar­
ound the Youth Campaign 
Against Unemployment with 
activities in every region 
a~ainst the 1 ories' attacks. 

With what the Tories have 
in store these activities can 
boost every YS branch to 
regular attendances of 20 or 
more which will build a firm 
base for national action in the 
new year. 

'FIGHT THE TOR, 
BUILD THE LP1 
THE FIGHT FOft 

LABOUR'S YOUTH BUILDS· 
FOUR NEW BRANCHES A MONTH I 

Nearh four new YS 
branchis have been built 
every month since the 1978 
national conference. 

This was one of the 
many facts which came out 
in the first debate on 
Sunday morning on the 
organisation of the LPYS 

This included discussion of 
motions dealing with the 
cons titution of the YS and the 
way to begin to build it into a 
mass socialist youth organis ­
ation. 

In the National Youth 
Officer' s report. Andy Be\·an 
outlined the recent pattern of 
growth in the number of YS 
branches. In June 1977 it 
stood at 341. Easter 1978-
383 , Easter 1979-403 . and 
July 1979-424. 

The period of slower growth 
in the las t year of the Labour 
government has come to an 
end , and the objective condit­
ions for building the YS could 
not be better. as the youth 
becomes tadicalised in the 
face of the Tories' onslaught. 

Already. the YS plays a role 
of major importance in the 
movemen t. as indicated by 
the fact that it was a YS 
member . Terry Duffy. who 
successfully moved the key 
resolution against wages pol-

icy at last yea r 's Labour Party 
conference. Over 20 CLPs 
sent YS members as their 
delegates. 

And it was clear from the 
report of the NEC represen­
tat ive. Tony Saunois. that he 
had played an importan t role 
in this position. 

Tony outlined the leading 
part he played in the NEC 
decision to discuss reselection 
at the 1979 conference. and to 
recommend the abolition of 
the '3 year rule' and of the 
·single subject rule ' on resol­
utions . 

He also described the farce 
of the 'clause S' meeting 
between the NEC and the 
Cabinet to discuss the mani­
festo for the election. Not only 
was the Downing Street draft 
run off at the last minute and 
no t avai lable for discussion. 
but it was fo rced th rough the 
meeting without a single vote 
being taken! 

Thus the NEC's draft 
manifesto . worked out over 
five years on the basis of 
conference policy. was totally 
ignored by the parliamentary 
leadership . 

It hardly needs to be sa id 
tha l Tony has supponed the 
current moves for the NEC 
alone to have final resoonsi-

bility for the content of the 
manifes to. 

This position was endorsed 
bv conference in the accep­
tance of his report. and int he 
passing of Resolution 114 
from Isle of Wight LPYS. on 
Labour Party democracy. The 
motion also called for the 
Parliamentarv Labour Partv 
to be accoun-table to confe(­
ence on policy. the Leader 
and Cabinet or Shadow-Cab­
ine t to be elected at and 
accountable to annual confer­
ence. 

It added that th is accoun­
tab ilitY to be extended to 
includ-e all party dficials with 
respect to the bodies they 
sen·e. and that all MPs and 
Euro MPs should donate all 
but a skilled worker's pay into 
party funds. 

Golding 

National Committee state­
men ts dealing with the exten­
sion of the London represen­
tation on the YS NC. and 
deploring the attack made by 
John Golding on · 'Militant' in 
the law courts were both 
overwhelmingly carried. 

One of the clauses of 

resolu tion 114 called for the 
publicat ion and circulation of 
NEC minutes to CLPs and 
~ffi li~recl organisations. 

Nick Toms, 

The main discussion on YS 
organisation was a composite , 
moved by 'Workers Action' 
and 'Clause 4' supporters , 
which called for a change in 
the election of the National 
.Committee from regional to 
national conferences . 

It also wanted to end NC 
replies to debates and recom­
mendations on motions to 
conference. 

Organised in the self-styled 
·campaign for YS Democ­
racy'. these comrades argued 
that 'Militant' supporters del­
iberately refuse to change the 

constitution in order to pre­
vent minority representation 
on the NC. 

They V:•ere answered by a 
number of delegates speaking 
from the floor. who pointed 
out the impeccable record ot 
the NC on democracv and 
minority rights since- there 
was first a 'Mili tant' majority 
in 1971. 

Nick Toms [NC member 
elect, Eastern Region J told 
the conference "the reason for 
the constitutional wrangles 
raised by the CYSD is their 
complete defeat on the ques­
tion of political ideas and 
programme. " 

Delegates from all over the 
country reported the growth 
of their bran~hes as a result of 
their in tervention in the 
general ~lection , and stressed 
that the way to build the YS 
was to get onto the streets and 
organise campaigns around 
local issues and the demands 
of our programme. 

Summing up the debate, 
Tony Saunois for the NC 
explained the necessity of 
maintaining the election of 
NC members at regional 
level at the present time. 

"In the absence of full-time 
regional workers. NC mem­
bers play a vital role in serving 

the branches in their regions , 
acting as a link with the 
national leadership , and en­
suring the .fastes t develop­
ment of the YS regions" . 

Tony pointed out that the 
reason why minurity views 
don't appear in 'Left' the 
LPYS newspaper is that the 
minorities don't contribute 
articles . 

He stressed that the 'Mili­
tant' supporters would wel­
come a debate with other 
tendencies in the pages of 
'Left' -but he made it clear 
that the paper must also play 
a key role as the voice of the 
LPYS and be a campaigning 
paper. 

"As such. the lead articles 
and editorial content must 
clearly reflect the majority 
view of the LPYS ." 

After a lengthy debate, 
conference overwhelmingly 
accepted a composite from 
High Wycombe supporting 
the policy of the current 
leadership , and calling for 
more resources for the YS 
from Transport House. 

The CYSD motion was 
defeated by 16 7 votes to 23 
with 2 abstentions. 

By Tony Cross 
(Nottingham LPYS) 



r ATTACKS! 
SI BUILD Kevin Ramage­

LPYS National 
Chairman 

SOCIALISM ! I 

IRELAND 
In a period whe n the 

British labour movement has 
neglected this issue. and when 
the parliamentary leadership 
has follO\\·ed a scandalous bi­
partisan policy in agreement 
with the Tories , the YS has 
always put fof\\·ard a clear 
socialis t solution for Northern 
Ireland. 

In moving composite 7 
from Gateshead East , Mar­
garet Reavy [NC member­
elect, Northern Region] ex­
plained the background to the 
current situation in the North. 

Hundreds of years of rule 
by British imperialism , main­
tained by the tactic of 'Divide 
and Rule '. gave rise to the 
sectarian divide which split 
the working class into Green 
and Orange camps . But now 
the tactic has backfired on the 
ruling class. 

" After 1968, they had to 
send in the troops to defend 
their investments from bombs 
and incendiaries. The troops 
were not sent in to defend the 
Catholic minori ty as is clearly 
shown by the history of brutal 
repression by the army since 
1969' ' , she said. 

The decline of sectarianism 
since the mid 1970s has been 
indicated by mass movements 
of the working class cutting 
across sectaria n divisions , 
such as the Peace Movements 
(which the TU leaders scan­
dalously failed to direct , 
allowing it to become a 

propaganda weapon for the 
British government). and the 
low pay strikes of last winter 
in particular. 

"Not one of those strikes 
was broken by sectarianism. 
On the other hand , the last 
attempted UWC strike called 
by Paisley was a complete 
fiasco." 

The social problems of. the 
province . affecting Catholic 
and Protestant workers alike , 
lay the basis for the building 
of a ma ss non-sec ta rian 
Labour Party. There are 
71.000 unemployed ; 21 o/o of 
houses are unfit for human 
habitation. and infant mor­
tality at 18.4 per 1,000 is way 
above the rest of the UK . 

A mass party of labour 
could be built by a campaign 
led by the trade unions on 
these questions. And only a 
united working class move­
ment would be capable of 
driving British imperialism 
out of the North for good . 

In reply to the 'Troops Out 
Movement ' supporters , who 
regarded working class unity 
as 'abstract ', and called for 
self-determination ' for the 
Irish people as a whole , John 
Bulaitas [NC member, Lon­
don] , pointed out the impos­
sibility of uniting Ireland on a 
capi talist basis , and the 
impossibility of forcing with­
drawal of troops without the 
building of a uni ted working 
class movement in the North . 

"The apartheid system com­
bines racial and class oppres­
sion through the pass laws, 
reducing the black workers to 
a migrant labour force, 
unable to remain in the cities 
unless they have a job. 

This allows the capitalists a 
free hand in the exploitation 
of the workers, and gives rise 
to unparalleled barbarity." 

But in spite of apartheid , 
said Kevin Ramage (National 
Committee member) during 
the debate on South Africa 
when moving the NC docu­
ment. the black \>·orkers are 
beginning to organise and 
move fof\\·ard. 

"While the Sharpevill mas­
sacre in 1960 led to a long 
period of calm. the Soweto 
school students demonstrat­
ions in 1976 triggered an 
explosion which grew among 
the black workers- and also 
involved coloured workers­
as the violence of the repres­
sion was increased. 

Such is the mood of the 
South African black workers 
today. it opens the prospect of 
not only an end to racial 
oppression but the socialist 
transformation of South Afri· 
ea in the period ahead .· · 

" And that would be a 
beacon to the whole of the sub 
continent", he said, "offering 
the real prospect of democrat­
ic workers ' states in place of 
the backwardness and repres­
sion of imperialism which has 
dominated the continent for 
100 years . 

In moving an emergency 
motion on the sham elections 

WORKERS 
STRUGGLE IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Kevin Ramage- the new national chairman of the LPYS- moving the 
NC document on South Africa 

in Zimbabwe , Yasmin Barry 
[NC member-elect , West 
1\fjdlands] pointed out the 
sham propaganda exercise 
which they represented . 

In some areas , the police 
were so zealous in encourag­
ing people to vote that a poll 
of over 1 OO o/o was recorded! 
And although Muzorewa is 

Prime Minister , the real 
levers of the state machine 
and the economy still lie in 
the hands of the white 
capitalist class . 

But she warned that the 
opposition of the US imperia· 
lis ts to the ' Internal Settle­
ment ' was based entirely on 
their own interests. 
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Seeing its fragility, and the 
strength of the Patriotic Front 
(controlling over two-thirds of 
the countryside) the US 
administration wants to avoid 
driving the leaders of ZANU 
and ZAPU irretrievably into 
the anti-capitalist camp. 

"They still hope for a 
·neo-colonial solution' in Zim­
babwe. But its a case of heads 
the workers win. tails the 
.imperialists lose. 

"There is no way that a 
stable black capitalist regime 
could be established in Zim­
babwe in the existing world 
situation" . she said. 

The conference made clear 
its support for the liberation 
forces, and the YS will now 
launch a campaign on the 
whole Sou th African question. 

The aim \\·ill be to expose 
and organise in the labour 
movemen t against UK capit­
ali sts inves t ing in South 
Africa. and also to clarify the 
class issues which are at the 
1eart of the present struggles. 

While the Patriotic Front 
will eventually win the war in 
Zimbabwe , in the last analysis 
it is only the working class, 
) oth in Zimbabwe and in 
South Africa , w·hich is cap­
able of reorganising society on 
democratic socialist lines , not 
dominated either by imperia­
lism and capitalism or by a 
bureaucratic elite, 

By lan Wailer 
(Oxford LPYS) 

Goal! Yet another hammering for the National Committee team during 
the many competitions held at the camp-this time at the hands of the 
Irish, who beat them 9-1! 

Not just a pretty face- Andy Bevan entertains the comrades during the 
social evening, helped by Dave Nellist _ 

Nearly every comrade who remained behind after 
the Conference attended the Militant Readers' 
Meeting on Sunday. 

Such was the enthusiasm for the ideas of 
Marxism that a staggering £2,100 was raised in a 
collection during the meeting for the Militant 
fighting fund. 

The meeting drew together the threads and 
conclusions that had been explained by Militant 
supporters during the two day conference. 

The first speaker was Linus Jayatilleke for the Sri 
Lankan Lanka Sama Samaja Party [New 
Leadership]. He described the situation in Sri 
Lanka where whole trade unions, the mass 
organisations of the working class, had adoped 
Marxist leadership aud policies. This was one 
example of how the international working class are 
moving towards the ideas of Marxism. · 

Ray Apps [Brighton Kemptown LP] graphically 
illustrated the deepening crisis in British capitalism 
and hammered the reactionary nature of the 
Tories. 

Contribution after contribution by speakers in 
the ·discussion showed the need for a socialist 
planned economy under the control of the working 
class. And it was stressed-socialism now, not 50 
or 100 years in the future. 

It was with this mood therefore that the excellent 
appeal made by Bob Edwards [Harlow Labour 
Party] raised the magnificent collection, a great 
achievement with only 500 people present. 
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The big three-wa~· debate between the Manifesto Group, 
'Tribune' and 'Militant' supporters was one of the 
lheliest and bes t-attended meetings of the camp. 

Kelin Ram age I the new 
National Chairman I chaired 
the debate, and opened it on a 
sombre note wh~ he pointed 
out that one comrade had 
been forced to lea\·e the Camp 
earlJ after being told that 
1,500 workers at the Ro\·er 
plant, where he is senior shop 
steward were facing redun­
danc\·. 

These kind of prob lem s . 
stated Kevin. p ose the ques­
tion of '\Vhich \\'ay Fo rw a rd 
For Labour'. 

I an Wriggles worth I Mani­
festo Group ] sta rt ed b1· 
saying that so m e of us had 
warned what a T o rv govern­
men t would mean. Despite 
this. he m oaned. Lab our h~d 
been pushed back to the 
North o f England. \o\" a les 
and Scot lan d . 

Now . however . he said . the 
T o ries ,,·ere in a s trong 
position i<J Parliament. 11·hilc 
Labour wa s in a wea k one . 
a~ it h ad been " ·he .l in 
50vernmen t. 

The rest o f !an \'-"rigg!C'\ ­
worth's con tribu t ion dea lt 
vci th the intern a l working <> c) f 
the Labour Pa r tv. 

It's qui te true th at the 
democ ra c1· in the Labou r 
Partv at present is not 
su fficient. but it is doubtful 
whether man:.' comrades in 
the partv wou ld agree with the 
M a nifesto Group's soirnion to 
the problems . 

Accordi ng to !an Wriggles­
worth. rhe Labour Pa rty 
co nference shouldn 't be the 
place where important decis­
i,)ns a re made. Likewise the 
NEC should no t be e lec ted 
uere ei ther. b ·enbody sho ­
ul d ha1·e 1 he right to 1·o te fo r 
the NEC : " Le t's ha1·e ballo ts 
fo r the positions". he dema n­
d ~d. 

But. he sa id . it isn't just r.he 
ac t ivists in rhe parr:- wh o 
sh ould h a ,·e the say in the 
decisi ons a nd p olicies . 

In actu al fac t it is the 
ac ti,is ts wh o a rc good enough 
to a \l end the m eeti ngs . do the 
ca iF a ss ing and vi~ it t he 
! 1c to rie, , but the cornr:t de 
, idn ' t menti on tha t. His 
'. <h o le c o ntrib u ti .; n w o ~lld 
; nger nt a ny pa n y rn en1ber:; : ir 
u id n" t rt1entic1n <he ,,-,)rds 
sociali .rlL o r working c ,;:ss . 

T NYW 

'In Northern Ireland we 
.see the realistic face of 
capitalism. ' 

Thus Dctmis T ourish of 
the Bel faq Lab(lur and 
Trade L.: niun Gruup. at 
one of the bes t meetings at 
the ca mp . su mm e d up the 
critical si tuati on in . ·orth­
ern I reland. 

He expl a ined th a t the 
Brit ish Armv. o a nicularlv the 
traine d thugs ~f the SAS.- had 
been given a completely free 
hand b1· the ruling class in 
supp ressing workers: the sol­
diers were now "judge. jury 
and executioners.·· 

But the cap italists h ad 
proved totall1· incapable of 

- ',~roviding any answers-the 
ro le of the Bri tis h a rmy was 
inseparable from th e role o f 
British capitalism which 11 as 
wholly responsible for t he 
social evils o f Northern Ire­
land. Sectarianism had been 
fos te red and used to divi de 
workers. he explained . 

ll was just no t enough to 
call for t he 11·ithdrawal of 
t roops. Denni s said. T he 
questicns remains: h ow will 
be t hey remo,·ed? 

''The on\1· ,,.a 1· thev will t·e 
forced out- is . br -a m a ~ s 
campaign b1· the u n i te d 
working c lass" . he said . 
ad ding. ·'The ll"ithclrawal o f 
troops on this basis 11·il! resul\ 
i rom a 11·hole explosion of 
disconten t against rhe sys tem. 

which the Labour and T rade 
Union Group must be cap­
ab le of tapp~ ng. O therw ise 
t he discontent will resul r in a 
re tu rn to sectar ian ci1·il 11·a r. .. 

The L TLG. and the LPYS 
in Bri ia in. mu sr .:ampaign 
throughou t the labour lllO\e ­
ment. exp la in in¥ tha l secta r­
ia n ism i, pa i;t and parcel o f 
the ca p i.:tli st sys tem a n d 
p utt ing furw<1rd on a clear 

laS> basi, rile s-:,•: ia li:, t a l!c r ­
nati\1? whic-h teh . ·o r .he rn 
l rel;:tnd 110 rking cl a ~\ cna 
unite :1 r0u nc. 

D uring the debate that 
fo llowed . former soldie r And\· 
Corfield ( Bris tol North Eas t 
LPI' S) told h011· the armv "·as 
being \"rained in suppre;sion 
in co moat conditions ready to 
be used against the Bri tish 
labou r mo,·ement. when it 
presented a threa t to the 
bosses and th e ir "·~ tPm 

But " We should not forget 
t he rank a nd file soldiers are 
workers in· ·uniform'' . he 
added. "M a m soldie rs keep 
up their tr a de .union member­
ship while sen·ing in the 
arm1·. and m am· could be won 
over. to the ideas of socialism." 

One comrade from Belfast 
to ld how she had been 
unemph:J1·ed for J 1/ l yea rs; the 
on!l· work she had done was 
on a job creation scheme-ina 
_iob usual11· given to people of 
a low JQI Now . employers , 
see ing she had taken part in 
the scheme. presumed she 
was of a low IQ ! 

During the debate. suppor· 
iers of the 'Troops Out 
Mo1·ement ' described Mil i· 
rant's position on Ireland as 
'confused' . claiming that the 
\' '" ·ki n g c. a ss o f Northern 
I reland-coul d n Oi" be united as 
th<: Protf's tant ; 1'-ere berte r off 
rhe: n the f-< oman Ca tho lics . 
Oen nis T ourish coun ie red 
il ri, , using o ne example of a 
rece n t sun·e1·. which showed . 
housing co~diiio ns in .the 
p re d •J minantlv P ro testant 
Sh a nkhill Road a rea 1vere far 
wo rse th an in the Falls Road , 
,,-h ich is o1·en1 h e! m ingly 
Catholic . 

The exp los ive situ ation in 
Southern Irel and was out ­
li ned b1· the second speaker . 
Tom Heal~ INC member of 
the Irish Labour Part~· You th 
sceti.on )-

He described the outh u rst 
o i ang e r in t h e labo u r 
mm·e men i ;H their decl ini ng 
ii 1·in>< '>t:t nda rds . 1•. ith a 
('C'IT;spon d ing g rowth in L !b­
uu r P"tny membership and 
th ~ fv unclinQ o f the You r . 

and sa"· he ·ntirc sr ruggl<. fo r 
~ oc iali ,m a~ being con tro :Jed 
1 • a h andful of MPs in 
Par!iame n t. 

Nationalisation 
In complete contrast Pat 

Wall for 'Militant'. opened 
h is contribution with a rous­
·ing attack on the capi talist­
controlled med ia . 

"At last t he press ha d 
broken their consp iracy of 
silence about the LPYS. and 
given it publicity . but only 
because they wish to attempt 
to influence events within the 
Labour Parry". he said. 

The capital ist class know 
that the dem a nds fm a 
JS-hour week and £70 mini ­
mu m wage. as called for b;· 
the YS. a nd being taken up 
b1· workers. will become 
linked to the need fo r the 
na tionalisa tion of the co m ­
manding heights of the eco n ­
omy. 

11 is no t a matter o f 
academ ic debate, stated Pat. 
that £900m worth of cu ts in 
publ ic spe nd ing took pl r..ce 
u n der the las t Labour go,·ern­
rne n t . 

!\o r that enforced 11·a.ee 

res t raint fo rced th ousa nds of 
workers in rhe heal th service 
o nto the picket lines, to the 
1·il if ica tion of the Tories . and 
sham efulh· some Labour 
\ l aniiesto Group MPs . 

Comrade Pa t \A/ all also 
took up the wooli ness of 
" Tribune's " programme for a 
revamped NEB . for planning 
agreeme n ts wit h the bosses. 
an so on. 

"There is no way out wi thin 
the ca p talist s1·stem. for the 
wo-rking cl ass ". he stated. 

"\•Ve need to use the power 
of the working class in the 
trade un io n and la b o ur 
m oq•mem to sweep aside the 
monarchy. Lords a nd top civil 
'>en·,t n ts . and from there go 
forward to crea te a planned 
integrated eco nomy. under 
·sork.ers · con t rol and manage ­
men t : there by u s ing t he 
wealth be ing created . to be 
pu \ to \he good of societv a s a 
,,·hole." 

Tories 

Jo Richardson !\lP ITrib· 
une G roup ] sta r ted b ;· 1hank­
ing th e l P YS for t he hel p th a r 
th~ ~- ga ,· c: he r in -. he e lec tion 
campa ign. 

She wen t o n to ooi !ll out 

A pick of the week's debates 

section . 
The recent one -day gene ral 

strike and the manv o ther 
struggles workers had faced. 
had revealed how power­
less t he ruling class were to 
act. when the labour mo\'e­
men i m o1·ecl into ac tion . T om 
ga\·e exam ples of rhe Garcia 
(po lice) rdu <>ing w break rhe 
Post Office wo:·ke rs ' s irike. 
an d sulcfiers le t ti ng thei r 
report ing sick. wh en they 
were o rde red ro ru n ;: ;,c, b 
se!Tic' l' d ur ing the bt:sm en 's 
s trike . 

" The l ri h L:bt)tl f P:m: 
shou ld le:nn th les ,c. !h c 1 ti: • 

present movements . and draw 
the thousands of discontented 
worke rs and youth into the 
ranks of the Labour Party and 
Youth sec t ion" he ~oncluded· . 

Afier the meeting an excel­
lcrH [JJO was raised for the 
'M ilitant Irish Month ly' figh ­
iing fund. 

JS vo Lu ;g workers from the 
"io r th a nd~ Sou th of Ireland. 
i rom Pro test a nt a nd Ca tholic 
a reas a Lte nded the camp. 
Summ in §! up t he m eet ing 
! <;m 1-l e;, lc \· p le dge d ·h a t nex t 

-. c2 r. " 11 ·e I r i ~ h cie ieg:ni0n to 
thE LP,YS m ti na l con fe rence 
\ i 1 T • 1 ~ - ; ·J -, 

that t he Tories were ac ting 
quickly to cut back spending 
and attack workers living 
standards . 

Bu t sh2 sa id "I t is no t 
howe1·er a question of just 
si tt ing back a nd gleefully 
waiting for an electio n 1·ictorv 
in fil·e years time". · 

_Comrade Richardson called 
quite c learly fo r polic ies to 
end ca pi talism . but then went 
on to defend the polic ies of 
Tribune and the TUC who 
had called for impon controls. 
effect h-e taxes on- the bosses. 1 

reflation of the economv. ar:d 
other such methods -which 
only tinker wi th capitalism. 

Warned 

When t h e debate was 
opene d ro the floor , a forest of 
ha nds shor up wi th people 
eager to get in. 

One comrade wa nted to 
k n o11· w he t her Comrade 
\Vriggle sw o rth su pported 
Cla use IV. The question was 
neve r a nswered! 

·c omrade Wrigglesworth · . 
; a id Bob Faulkes [Hackne~· 
Central LP]. ·may have war­
ned wh a t a Ton· eovernment 
would mean. b~t ~ome of us 

also warned about the results 
of the last Labour govern ­
ment's policies.' 

I t is no good Da1·id Owen 
and his lik; a t tacking 'fickle ' 
car workers of the Midlands. 
Such attacks showed con­
tempt for the movemen t . 

The meeting most · clearly 
illustrated the en thus iasm of 
the YS and 'Militant' suppor­
te rs. wh o were the bu lk of the 
audience. 

It also showed most clearly 
the difference between the 
attitude of the right wing, the 
sincere and honest, but 
confused attitude of many 
'Tribune' supporters, and the 
clear class approach and 
Marxist programme of the 
' Militant'. 

We may be confident that 
it i~ those policies of the 
'Militant ' which will gain an 
echo in the mov ement in the 
"Oming period and ensure a 
victory for socialism and the 
working class in tl:,' future. 

By Martin Elvin 

(Stratford AS LEF) 

EUROPE IN 
FERMENT 

"When a boom in capitalism 
occurs, the workers' moYe­
ments stagnate, and the scum 
rises to the top. " 

That's h 011· Joe Higgins of 
the I rish Labou r Party . 
desc ribed the rise of the righ t 
wing leadership of "·orkers · 
movement <; throughou l Eu r­
ope . during the debate 'Eur­
ope in Ferment'. 

T he ' speaker was T o ny 
Saunois. YS representa tive on 
the Labour Party Nation al 
E xecuti1·e . He expl a ined that 
throu ghout the boo m which 
fol!0\1:-ed the last world war. 
the right wing leadership of 
the Labour movement declar­
ed that cap ital ism had solved 
its problems. that the re would 
never be a return to the 'JOs 
and th at class warfare 11·as 
dea d. 

Analys ing the m ajor Euro­
p c:an ca p: ra ii st coun tries one 
b 1· one . in each case he 
hi ghligh ted the d imi ni shi ng 
im·e> tmen t. incre a.> in g st ren g­
lh of the wor ker >· o rganis<H ­
inns desp iie ri sing u nem p lo,·­
melH: m ili,a ncl o f u nion s 

which in the past had la in 
dormant for years: and the 
,,·orkers' declining li ving 
standards which was forc ing 
ihem into conflict " ·ith their 
respect iYe r uling classes . 

In the debate that fo llowed 
the internation alism of \l·ork ­
e rs of all cou ntries was 
emphasised . with examples 
s uch a s the magnificen t 
internalional b lack ing of the 
'Ti mes'. H a d M a rxis t po licies 
been adopted in places such 
as Portugal. I taly . a n d in 
France in 1968. ite was 
pointed out. soc ial is t states 
could have been achieved. 

The key lessons draw n from 
the debate '\\·ere that a 
successfu l social~s t t ransfor ­
mat io n must be o n an 
international basis. a nd that a 
Marxist program m e must be 
a dopted by the workers· 
o rg:1 nisa1 ions . 

By Robert Lewin 
( Brentwood & Or.gar 

LPYS 
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COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 

NEVI RHODESIA 
PLAN 

TO DEFEAT 
LIBERATION 
STRUGGLE 

The proposals on Rho­
d·esia agreed at the 
Commonwealth Confer­
ence are not new. They 
mark a shift of the Tory 
government back towards 
the last Labour govern­
ment plans for preventing 
the birth of a socialist 
Zimbabwe. 

At first the Tory government thought 
this aim could best be achieved by giving 
support to the Muzorewa-Smith regime. 
Now they seem to recognise that British 
business interests in southern Africa and 
Black Africa , would best be served by 
trying to involve the Patriotic Front (or 
part of it) in a compromise deal. 

Thatcher and Carrington saw that if 
Britain alone tried to lift sanctions and 
move towards recognising Rhodesia then 
the consequences for British business 
would be heavy. Even in the week before 
the Commonwealth Conference, Nigeria 
took over BP's interests because it was 
involved in supplying oil to South Africa. 

The tactical shift of the Tories has 
been quite marked. In their election 
manifesto they stated that the only 
question preventing recognition was 
whether the Rhodesian elections were 
fair . 

The Manifesto stated: " If the six 
principles are fully satisfied following the 
present Rhodesian election , the next 
government will have the duty to return 
Rhodesia to a state of legality, move to 
lift sanctions and do its utmost to ensure 
that the new independent state gains 
in tern a tional recognition ." 

Thatcher's special envoy , the reaction­
ary Lord Boyd, reported that he thought 
the elections were fair . But the Tories did 
not recognise the Muzorewa regime and 
last week they unveiled their new 
proposals at the Lusaka Conference. 

These stated that the British govern­
ment would draw up a new constitution 
for Rhodesia, call a conference of "all 
parties to the conflict" in September, 
agree a ceasefire , hold elections under 
British auspices and then Britain would 
confer legality upon the new regime . 
Sanctions would only be lifted "as part of 
the process of implementation of a 
settlment." 

This marks a tactical shift awav from 
the April position and the man-ner in 
which the new policy has developed 
shows the balance of forces in Africa 
today. No longer able to directly 
intervene with troops British imperialism 
has to use Black African governments. 

Although these regimes rest upon 
international capitalism , the ruling elites 
have some limited room to manoeuvre 
and inflict some blows upon specific 
capitalist firms and countries without 
attacking imperialism as a whole. 

Countries such as Nigeria have used 
the rivalry between the capitalist powers 

to try to obtain commercial advantages. 
The ruling cliques in these countries 

have had to reflect the hatred of their 
peoples for the racist regimes of southern 
Africa. Yet they are also concerned not to 
attack imperialism as a whole and have 
been worried about the growing Soviet 
and Cuban involvement in southern 
Africa. 

The intentions of the Tories to 
unequivocally back the MuzorewaTegime 
attracted great criticism. The American 
government was concerned that this 
would polarise the struggle in southern 
Africa driving the liberation movements 
to the left. This would harm all of 
international capitalism's interests in the 
area and possible lead to moves against 
some capitalist firms in Black Africa . 

During May there were visits from 
Vance (the American Secretary of State), 
a two-man delegation from the Austral­
ian Foreign Ministry and from the 
Comonwealth governments urging the 
British Government to alter its approach. 

When in July Thatcher indicated that 
sanctions would not be renewed the 
reaction was immediate . The American 
and African governments told the British 
gov~rnment of their opposition to this 
plan. And this was strongly reinforced by 
British businesses operating in Black 
Africa. 

They explained that their stake in 
West and -East Africa was considerable. 
number of major British companies 
make large profits out of their invest­
ments in Africa. 

For Lonrho 96 o/o of their world-wide 
profits were from Africa, for Mitcheli 
Cotts 88o/o (including S Africa), Paterson 
Zochonies 71 o/o , Blackwood Hodge 45 o/o, 
Berec 43o/o (mostly Nigeria and S Africa) 
and Unilever 11 o/o . Even for those with 
interests in South Africa, it is Black 
Africa which is the growth area. 

Direct investment by British firms in 
Nigeria was twice that in South Africa 
from 1972-6. A number of British firms 
(including GEC. Reed International) 
have sold South African assets in the last 
few years for "political and economic" 
reasons. British capitalism now exports 
twice as much to Nigeria as it does to S 
Africa, and Nigeria has become Britain's 
ninth largest export market. 

Trying to safeguard British capital ­
ism's interests in Black Africa was one 
reason for the Tories change of tactics . 
The other was that wholesale backing for 
the Muzorewa-Smith regime would prove 
counter-productive. 

Nyerere stated that unless the Lusaka 
proposals were carried out , Rhodesia 
would become "another Mozambique". 
The 'Financial Times' commented that: 
"White Rhodesians and Bishop Muzor­
ewa must know that either they come to 
the negotia ring table or they face a 
prolonged war which they cannot hope to 
win and which \\·ould devastate their 
country" (8 August). · 

A continuation of the war would drive 
the Zimbabwe liberation movements 
further to rhe left . So the Tories are now 
_trying to patch up a compromise 
settlement which ,,-ould establish a black 

Muzorewa lookio2 for support from Thatcher Photo: M I LIT ANT 

nationalist, but non-socialist regime in 
Salisbury. 

They have recognised the political 
impotence of Muiorewa and built up 
links with Walls, the Rhodesian Armv 
Comander. They are clearly hoping that 
some kind of military and political deal 
can be made with some leaders of the 
Patriotic Front. 

lessen the white's political power and give 
concessions to black nationalists . They 
recognise that there might have to be a 
'more radical' independence constitution 
than that agreed elsewhere in Africa, but 
that would be a small price to pay if it 
stopped the war and halted the 
,radicalisation of the liberation move- _ .. J 

ments. 
The Muzorewa regime is stuck in a 

dead end. It cannot move to end racial 
discrimination or break the power of 
white capitalism in the country . None of 
its actions since taking office have 
anywhere near met the aspirations of the 
African population. _ 

At the end of July David Smith 
presented its first budget. It contained no 
social reforms, only increased holiday 
allowances for whites, tax relief Jor 
business and military expenditure. 

It is highly improbable that their 
schemes will succeed . Even if some of the 
leaders of the Patriotic Front do get 
sucked into a compromise, the struggle 
will continue. The fight for. a socialist 
Zimbabwe is not something that can be 
halted by these latest imperialist 
manoeuvres and this fight should be 
given the wholehearted support of the 
international labour movement. 

It is therefore the intention of 
international capitalism to devise a new 
constitution of Rhodesia , which would 

By Colin Barber 

SOVIET WORKERS 
AGAINST THE GULAG 

A peaceful demon­
stration. Red flags 
and a portrait of 
Lenin. A march in 
protest against price 
rises and a cut in piece 
rates. Suddenly there 
was an attack with 
machine guns. 

Soldiers from the local 
garrison , though. had re­
fused to fire on the 
demonstration. and had to 
be replaced with soldiers 
from outside the district. It 
is not known how many 
people died. only_ that at 
least 70 or 80 corpses were 
left on the square . 

No, this w"s not a protest . 
against a fascis t dictatorship . 
It happened in Novocherkassk 
in the Soviet Union . in 1962, 
and the , roops were directed 
by two li ' ·~ mbers of the 
Central Comr •. ;:tee of the 
CPSU. This is the realitv 
facing Russian workers wh~ 
fight for better conditions and 
trade union rights. 

The reacticnary dissident. 
Solzhenitsyn . has attached 
great importance to this 
demonstration, as the firs t 
open demonstration against 
So1iet rule. But the vital point 
to r'ernember is that it iook 
place under the banner of 
Lenin. 

Slogans such as 'Dm,- n with 
Kruschchev' and ·Use Krush-

By Peter IAish 
chev for sausage meat' showed 
that the workers were demon­
strating against the political 
rule of the bureaucracy , not 
against the gains of the 
October revolution. 

This book covers the exper­
iences of workers in the 
struggle for democratic rights . 
It loo ks at the 'Free Trade 
Union Association ', formed 
in 1977. 

Many of its members have 
lost their jobs because of their 
political or trade union activi­
ties . They inevitably run up 
against a brick wall in trying 
to get 'justice ' from the 
entrenched bureaucracy of 
the Communist Party an d the 
trade unions . 

At present. che Free Trade 
Union As>:..cialion covers a 
number of differen t view­
points. although its consti­
tution supports annual elec­
tions and right of recall for 
officials. The material in this 
book ranges from support for 
socialist rdeas to support of 
na t ion a lism and religious 
beliefs. 

They have addressed their 
appeals to numerous different 
bodies in the West, including 
the Unite d Nat ions . the 
ItHerna tional Labour Organ­
isa tion. and the American 
trade union leader George 
Meam·. Their h pe for sup­
port fr om the se people . 

though naive . is understan· 
dable , given the early stage of 
political development of the 
organisation. 

The founder of the FTU A, 
Vladimir Klebanov , has been 
persecuted for over twenty . 
years because of his political 
and . tr:ade union activities. He 
has .been imprisoned , pro­
nounced insane , and kept in a 
mental hospital at different 
times . His experiences are not 
uncommon. 

The tensions under the 
surface in the Soviet Union . 
indicated in this book , show 
what a wide response there 
would be to a political 
programme based on policies 
of workers ' democracy ; on the 
ideas of Lenin an d Trotsky. A 
p'olitical revolution-the over­
throw of the bureaucracy by 
the working class-is the only 
way that the political and 
trade union rights sought by 
tht:se workers can be guaran­
teed. 

The O\·enhrowing of the 
bureaucrac" . and a return to 
the genuine workers' democ-· 
r.acv -of 1917- 23 would be an 
en~rmous leap fo rward i'n the 
struggle for socia lism inter­
mtionallv. That is the task 
facing the Russian working 
class todaY. 

'Workers Against the Gulag­
The New Oppostion in the 
Soviet Union'. Ed. V Haynes 
& 0 Semyonova. Published: 
Pluto Press. £1.95 
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Tories' 

manifesto 
lies 

Dear Comrades 
Within a few weeks of 

electing the Tories to power . 
many Tory voters are tremb­
ling fe a rfully at the malignant 
disease they have inflicted on 
themselves : rampaging inf­
lation coupled with price 
rises. and in public expendi­
ture , where the ru thlessness 
of To ry cut -backs is certain to 
be felt . 

One of the principal targe ts 
for 'reducing wasteful expen­
diture '. (as the Tories like to 
put it). is education , one of 
the la rges t governmen t ­
funded services. 

The end results of these 
cu ts are contrary to the 
Tories' manifes to pled ges 
(what a surprise). The major 
fac tor of production to be sent 
reeling from the repeated 
body-blows of the Tories will 
certa inly be labour , and no 
matte r ~-hich . angle you look 
at it from . it spells chronic 
unemployment. 

Approx imately 70 o/o of the 
runn ing costs of higher edu­
cation is comprised of staff 
salaries. As opportunities for 
expenditure savings in other 
areas are deemed ·non-exis ­
tent'. it is inevitable that 
dramatic reductions in staff 
numbers will be made . 

The co lleges of higher 
education are understand ably 
quaking as the Tories' st ran­
glehold on expenditure grips 
ever tighter. This is reaching 
its limit . and the colleges of 
higher education get closer to 
closure ever\· day whilst the 
Tories are in power. 

It is up to us to emphasise 
t h at \\·e wi ll fig h t an y 
government polic\· aimed at 
reducing employment le\·els 
in the public sector. Tory 
policies are infa mous for 
worseni ng unemployment and 
contrib u ting to the run-down 
of the public sen·ices . It is 
imperati\·e that we sav. '!!n­
ough is enough'. 

Yours fra terna lly 
Kei th Wrigh t 
Huvton LPYS 

.-Send your vi~ws and com;ments on the issues. that affect you 
to ~~ilitant', 1 Mentmore Terrace, London E8 3PN 

<. 

-Political ideas not vendettas 

Dear Comrades 
Pete r Willsma n 's le\\ er. 

(' Mi li tan t·. issue 4fl4 ) co n­
tai ned a supp osed quote from 
a speech l made at Canter­
burv Labour Party. 

\-\"hen l read it I was much 
amused a t the obviC' us distor-­
tio n of what I said . I fe lt it did 
not merit a reply from me. as 
Peter Lush had dealt wi ~ h the 
main argument s very well. 

Will sman is so hurt by my 
disreg a rd for his falsity. 
however. tha t he has seen fit 
to ci rcu late Labour Part y 
act ivists around the country 
with previous correspondence 
written by Campaign for 
La bour Par ty Democrar\· 
members in rep ly to article··. I 
wrote last yea r o n the 
reselect ion of Labour MPs. 

There haw been very sharp 
differences between myself 
and some members of the 
CLPD on ques tions of strategy 
and ta c ti cs . These have 
always been conducted in a 

co m~adelv wav. however. on 
the basis of differing ideas 
ra ther than personal vendet­
tas. 

Peter Wilsman is abusing 
his position as a n EC member 
of CLPD. Thev are concerned 
io further the -course of Party 
democracv and as far as I am 
aware support no particular 
political p rogra mme. 'Mil i­
tant'. 'Tribune· . Willsman 's 
if he has one . or any other. 

In the speech I · made at 
Canterburv I never even 
men t io ned Bournemo u th : 
tha t is a figment of Willsman 's 
imagi nation . The claim I 
made at Ca nterb ury was tha t 
if the programme of 'Mili tant' 
was to be adopted by the 
Labou r Party we would sweep 
t-he coun try in the elect ion 
and the Tories would be 
reduced to a rump 111 

Parliamen 1. 

That rump may or may not 
include a Tory MP from 
Bournemouth who may or 

may no t be an ex-Colonel who 
arri\·es in a ba thchair loaded 
with hand grenades . 

Willsman reveals his con­
temp t for working people by 
his suggestion that they would 
be unable to relate to and 
support such a programme. 
Bu t we are confident the 
labou r movement would win 
ove rwhelming suppor.t for · 
.;uch demands as a 35-hour 
week and a £70 minimum 
wage . 

To secure such demands 
and the full fruits of their 
labou r. would requir~ the 
pub lic ownership of the 
means of production , distri­
bution and exchange . 

Yes Comrade Willsman, 
t he working class would 
respond to such a call from 
their mass organisations. 

F ra te rn ally 
Ray Apps 
Brighton Labour Party 

Out of the mouths 
of babes ... 

SPG-Women 
down-the 

pits? 
The cameras are at Goodwood 

not LPYS conference 
a copper's 

• VIew 
Dear Comrades 

Your feature on the Dur­
ham gala by Bill Hopwood 
was an interesting general 
his tory of that area. However 
Bill seems to have grafted on 
a few bits and pieces of other 
coun ties' his tories. 

He talks of women down 
the pits in the early 1880s. 
Whilst this may have been 
true of ot her places . it was not 
the case in Northumberland 
and Durham , where women 
have never been employed 
below ground . 

Fraternally 
Davi d Douglass 
Hatfield Main Branch 
NUM Doncaster 

Dear Comrades 
In issue 461 of 'Militant' 

Kevin Ramage made refer· 
ence to an article in the 'Daily 
Telegraph' in which they 
stated that the then Prime 
Minister, Jim Callaghan, will 
lead a Party "whose elan and 
sense of direction is supplied 
by the Young Socialists". 

For once in my life I am 
forced to agree with the 
analysis of this reactionary 
rag. However this view cannot 
be held by our friends at the 
BBC. 

All those comrades fortu ­
nate enough to have attended 
the recent LPYS conference 
will no doubt have noticed 

that the BBC deemed that we 
only warranted one small 
transit van emblazoned with 
their famous green and white. 

When travelling back from 
conference to our native 
Sussex we passed through 
Goodwood prior to 'Glorious 
Goodwood' week. I was 
astounded and disgusted to 
see this annual upper-class 
party required at least a 
dozen BBC lorries etc, full to 
the brim with expensive 
equipment. 

My analysis of this is quite 
simple. It is not that the BBC, 
or for that matter the media 
in general, believe that our 
conference was of no partic· 

Marxists fight alongside workers-

Dea r Comrade 
In 'Milita nt' 463 Gavin 

Reed referring to the art icle 
'Poland Fon,·ard into the 
Past ' in issue 460. takes us to 
task for what he describes as a 
". __ , ICious and slanderous· 
a ttack on a nation progressing 
·1owards the goal of socialism 
under the most difficul t of 
circum stances 

Is Comrade Reed makin g 
unco nd itional support for the 
Polish regime a necessary 
credential for being a socia l­
ist? If o;o . he fa lls neat ly into 
the ,ame trap as ihose 
apologists fo r Sta lin who used 
to suppor t his eve ry actioiJ as 
·adva ncing the cause of world 
social ism· and a ttac ked an\· 
social is ts who critic ised him 
as ·~aboteurs he lping the 
capi ta list s·. 

Marxist s ha\·e alwavs pain· 
ted proudly to the enor mous 
eco nomic and social benefits 
which ha•:e accrued to the 
workers of f~uss i a . Polan d an d 
all t he coun tries where cap i­
talism and la ndlordism ha\ e 
been abolished as a res ul t of 

their planned. nationalised 
economies . We stand for 
the unconditional defence of 
these gains . 

By themselves however 
ihese ga ins do not cons titute 
·socia li sm·. which also means 
the control of society and the 
econo my bv the \\·o rkers 
t he msehes . de mocra li ca ll y 
through their own organis· 
a t lOll S . 

In ' Mi lita n t ' we ha ve 
carefu llv analysed and explai­
ned ihe process by which 
Russia . Poland and the other 
East Eu ropean coun tries ha\·e 
de \·e lo ped in to on e- party 
tot a li ta rian states . 

Unli ke the opponents of 
socia lism. we don 't believe 
that this bureaucra tic distor ­
tion is the ine1·i tab le resul t of 
revolution . It is the resul t of 
utopian a nd reac tionary at­
tempts to build nat ional roads 
io social ism wi thin each of 
these coun tries . neither in vol­
' i~1g their own workers in 
deci<; ion-ma king nor appeal­
ing for help to the working 
das<; in ternat ionally. 

Only the Marxist prog­
rhmme. calling for a poli tical 
revolu tion in those countries 
to- es tablish workers ' democ­
racy. offers a viable al terna­
ti\·e to the attacks of capi talis t 
reactio naries everywhere who 
ha\·e long used the horrors of 
Sta lin ism as a scarecrow to 
put workers off the idea of 
socialism. 

Comrade Reed 's letter ends 
wi th a sectarian attack on the 
Labour Party and the activity 
of 'Mili tant · supporters wi thin 
it. Could he tell us what 
precisely is his al ternative to 
being active in the Labour 
Party ? 

The accusation that the 
Labour Party has a reformis t 
leactership . many of whom 
have incomes and lifestvles 
p.oles apart from the member­
sh ip . could be equally well 
levelled at the trade unions. 
Does that preven t Comra de 
Reed from being an active 
trade unionist? ' 

As members of the La bour 
Pa rty. the politicai v:ing of the 
trade union moYement , we 

ular importance; rather they 
are fully aware of the mass 
appeal that the policies 
formulated by conference will 
have for young and old alike. 
Any comrade who explained 
our policies to the electorate 
during the general election 
will know that this is true. 

I am looking forward to the 
day when society gets its 
priorities right and YS con­
ference will take its correct 
pos\tion as one of the most 
important events of the year. 

Yours fraternally 
Jim McEwan 
Littlehampton LPYS 

Dear Comrades 
Two weeks ago I had the 

dubious pleasure of visiting 
the local police station. While 
waiting for attention , I could 
no t h,elp but note the 
following conversation . 

A policeman who had been 
on duty at a carnival in 
Coventry commented. "There 
were too many police but 
there were 15 arrests , mainly 
by the SPG" . Polkewoman: 
"Why, because they were 
getting bored?" 

This 'coppers-eye view' of 
these gorrillas in uniform is 
an arrow in the eye for 
Commissioner McNee's pious 
defence of the SPG. 

Yours fra te rnally 
Brian Debus 
Vice -Chairman Erdington 
Labour Party 

East and West 

got the ear of large numbers 
of voters when campaigning 
for the return of a Labour 
government on a socialist 
programme. We explained 
why the last Labour govern­
ment had carried out a 
programme of try ing to prop 
up capi talism at a time of 
economic crisis and we expo­
sed the dangers represented 
by the Tories . 

We outlined the only kind 
of programme which could 
have defeated the Tories 
conclusively and we pointed 
to the concrete advamages of 
a socialist transformat ion of 
soclety. We also urged Labour 
vote rs to join the Party itself 
a nd become im olved not only 
in the stntggle to make the 
Labou r Party more demo­
cratic but also to make it take 
up and campaign on the 
socialist programme which is 
pari of its consti tution . 

What was Comrade Reed 's 
contr ibu tion to the election 
ca mpaign ? VVas it a ma tter of 
complete indiffere nce to h im 
which party gm in to office? 

Does he disagree with those 
millions of working peop le 
who voted Labour not because 
they supported Callaghan 's 
policies but because they knew 
only too well tha t a ·1 hatcher 
government would try to 
a ttack every aspect of the 
gains the working class have 
made over the ·last seventy 
years? 

Comrade Reed would be 
more useful to the cause of 
socialism if he got off the 
sectarian sideline and worked 
with 'Mili tant' supporters , 
taking the ide9s of Marxism 
into every section of the trade 
union and labour movement. 
Anything else will condemn 
him to continued and per­
petual isola tion . 

Yours fra ternally 
David Brandon 
Secretary, Peterborough 
Central Labour Pa rty 



ABLY 
HALFWAY 

TO 
TARGET 

You've done half the job so far ! But we 
still need £3,000 every week! As our press 
date approaches we've almost reached 
the half-way stage with our fighting fund 
target! We're only £800 sl!ort of the 
£42,500 . . But, this was due by July 7th 
and as happens every summer, there's a 
tendency for the rate of 'surplus' going 
to the fighting fund to fall! We must get 
£3,000 per week on average to reach 
£63,750 by October 6th. 

Build 
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We appeal to our ~-------• 

readers and suppor-
Progress towards year's target - Progress towards October 6th target 

ters to reverse this 
trend: it's not an 
immutable law. You 

By Steve Cawley TARGET FOR THE YEAR· £85,000, TARGET FOR OCT. 6th· £63,750 

can do this by giving 
Militant a holiday 
bonus in the form of 
part of a tax rebate or 
pocket money not 
spent on holiday, or 
by any one of the 
profitable and enjoy­
able schemes men­
tioned in this column. 

The largest contribution 
since our last issue has come 
from supporters at the Labour 
Party Young Socialists Con­
ference and Camp: £2,122.23 
with some IOUs still outstan­
ding. This includes both the 
donations at the Militant 
Readers ' Meeting profits on 
snacks, books etc , while Phi! 
Frampton's close shave also 
netted over £180. 

Although many_ workers 
have been on holiday, some 
have not been able to afford 
to get away at all, mainl_v on· 
account of low pay, but in 
some cases because of strikes 
that have dragged on through 
the summer. (You wouldn' t 
·think so to read the mass 
circulation p ress). It' s a 
scandal in this day and age 
that in some families both 
adults and children dread the 
'holidays ' when they don't get 
decent meals . (though Ma 
:fhatcher's going to scrap 

school meals ·anyway) and 
their mates all go away. 

The meetings that have 
gone ahead in August have 
been organised by leading 
trade unionists and socialists , 
often to fight on specific issu­
es . Thanks to supporters at 
Militant Readers' Meetings in 
Southampton (£30), Imming­
ham (£22.50 , including £10 
from Lindsey Oil Refinery 
Shop Stewards Committee), 
Rochdale ('fight the Cuts' 
£14), Mansfield ('Which way 
forward for the NUM , £13) , 
Wakefield (£16), and Tyne­
side (£11.50). Discussion 
groups in Scarborough, Hud­
dersfield , N London, Leeds 
and Bootle are making regu­
lar donations . 

Where the Militant is sold 
at work, regular collections 
come in from week to 
week- to give just three 
examples- recently workers 
from an A UEW factory in 
Nottingham sent us £10.55, 
Rotherham Bakers' forum 
raised, £16 after expenses, 
and leading CPSA represen­
tatives in the Civil Aviation 
Group sent £47. Do vou sell 
Militant at work? [if not , why 
not?]. Would j ust two or 
three, to start with, of your 
mates be prepared to buy 
Militant? Or, as trade union­
ists, can they afford NOT to 

read the Militant? 
Labour Pany Young Soci­

alists branches rarely 'close 
down' for August , and to 
prove it we've had £14.13 
from Midlothian (part of 
Gala Day proceeds) , £10 from 
Feltham, and other sums 
from Harlow, Spennymoor 
and Sedgefield, Chester, Hen­
don, and via Southampton 
LPYS members on the Tot­
puddle rally. 

Over the past three weeks 
we've had too many individ­
ual donations to mention 
them all here, but we hope 
comrades don ' t send us 
money just to see their names 
in print! £35 TV fees tops the 
bill , followed by £20 from a 
Southampton supporter. Ten­
ners from D Lee (Cambridge) , 
P Bamford and A Dean (both 
tax rebate money from Mer­
seyside readers , any more?) , 
from C Tweed (Vice-Chair­
man, Isle of Wight CLP) , 
from supporters in Eastleigh 
and , unfortunately, from re­
dundancy money from a 
Gosport LPYS member. 

£9.50 union and conference 
expenses were passed on from 
A Davies (Southend) . £Ss 
came from B&F Kidd (Lon­
don), M Strobe! (Ipswich), A 
Howkins (Brighton) and M 
Z2.morski (Oxford), whilst £4s 
came from J Stirton (NUPE , 
London) and an ASLEF 

R.-\TES: 
CLASSIFIED: 'ip pe r "ord . 
"1 in irpu m ten wo rds. 
SE'\11 -DISPLA Y: £2 per 2 
column cen t imetres . 

Greet Labour's Conference 
We invite you to place fraternal greetings to delegates 
attending the 1979 Labour Party Conference in 
'Militant' . 

This year 's conference will be one of the most 
important ever. Make sure your trade union branch, 
shop stewards' committee, Labour Party or LPYS 
branch sends its greetings through our paper, which gets 
very wide circulation at Conference. 

The closing date for copy is Tuesday 18 September. 
Rates for greetings: 
Semi-display: £4 for 6 column centimetres [maximum 

25 words]; £2 for 3 column centimetres [maximum 15 
words]. 

Display: £7 one-sixteenth of a page; £14 one-eighth of 
a page. 

\ 11 adH•rt ist'mt'nt cop~· should 
reach this o ftlce b~ SATLH · 
DAY . 

'MILITANT' 
ON IRELAND 

A second enlarged edition 
of this pamphlet carrying 
important articles from the 
'Militant' and 'Militant 
Irish Monthly' dealing 
with events in Ireland over 
the past ten years. Essen­
tial reading for anyone 
interested in Irish politics. 
Price 40p each P&P extra 

10 or more, post free 
Obtainable from 

Militant Irish Monthly 
c/ o 18 Donegall Street, 

Belfast 

Three week's total: 
£4,567 

think so , too , after that lot!) 
played poker, dominoes , or­
ganised discos (Driffield, £30) 
and camps (£70 more just in 
from .the Northern camp) 
jumble sales (Eastbourne , 
£38) and regular draws 
(Wakefield £30) . I've been 
asked specially to mention the 
staff and customers of the 
Doctor's Bar in Glasgow 
(£11.50), although I'm not 
quite certain whether what 
they serve is purely medicinal. 

Raised at LPYS 
Conference 

£2.122 
Last but not least , over £65 

came in by way of 'extras' 
(mainly, literally!) in Sps . 
This shows every penny 
counts . We have a tremen­
dous job to do over the next 
months , with the debate in 
the unions and the Labour 
Party, and the attitude of the 
working class to the Tory 
attacks , to report and explain 
in a way that will strengthen 
the labour and trade union 
movement both politically 
and organisationally to de­
fend our living standards , and 
to argue for the programme of 
scientific socialism as the only 
viable alternative . 

NEEDED 
£3,000 weekly 

member of Craigton LPYS . 
Groups of health workers 

in London and Yorkshire 
have sent us 'appeal sheets ' 
that they used to encourage 
donatio11s of lOp and £2 , 
when renewin_g their subs­
criptions to Militant. P Rogan 
S Bush and J Sullivan sent us 
between £2 and £4 extra to 
round it up. Altogether we 
have to thank the 17 contri'e­
utors who sent between £2 

WEST LONDON 
MILITANT 

SUPPORTERS 
New pamphlet on 

'Bourgeois revolu tion and 
the Permanent revolution ' 

with 'English revolution 
(1640)' and 'Amerl.can 

revolution (1776)' 
Send SOp to World Books 

1 Mentmore Terrace 
London E8 3PN 

Militant Readers ' Meeting 
'AUEW-Fight for Full Claim ' 

Speakers: Roy Bennet t (AUEW 
Conveno"r. No ttingham); Nick 
Ramsell (AUEW Shop Steward 
GEC). At "Richard the Third" , 
Highcross S tr ee t. Leicester. 
Friday Augus t 17th. 7.30 p m . 

ProYan LPYS Public Meeting . 
'John McLea n-figh ~er for the 
worki ng people· . Speakers: Bob 
Wylie and Harry McShane. 
Bla irfunnoch House. Eas ter­
house. Wednesday 29 August 
7.30 pm . 

and £5 , the 16 who gave us 
£2s , the 6 who sent us 
between £1 and £2 and the 34 
comrades who sent £1. 

Fund raising events are 
reaching a summer peak: 
you 've enjoyed raffles , car 
rides , badges (£1 70 paid in 
here for !) , eaten ice cream , 
curries, Greek food , pizzas, 
drunk tea coffee and home­
made brew, then gone on 
sponsored walks (I should 

Unlike the 'free press ' we 
have no rich friends . We need 
your help . If you think our 
ideas should be heard , help to 
give us a hearing in b ~ ; J 

cash. 

SotJ.th Wales Summer 
Camp 

August Bank Holiday 1979, August 24-27 
Horton, near Swansea 

EXCELLENT COURSES INMARXIS\1 
Speakers include: Roger Silverman on 'Fascism 

& Bonapartism'; Oare Doyle on 'Popular 
Fronts and United Fronts'; Mick Brooks on 

'Socialism; Utopian and Scientific; Alan 
Woods on 'State and Revolution'. 

PLENTY OF SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
Cost, £6.50 per head; Under Ss free; 6-12s £2 
[costs include snacks]. Write or phone Rob 

Sewell, 99 Penderry Road, Penlan, Swansea. 
Tel. Swansea [0792] 33542. Book Now! 

Cheques etc, payable to 'R Sewell ' . 
As always we guarantee the weather! 
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ROVER STEWARDS SAY 
FIGHT ALL JOB CUTS 

\,~-

On Wednesday 1st August 
British Leyland manage­
ment told us that from 3rd 
September they would be 
shutting down one of the 
production lines on the 
Rover P6 Saloon car, the 
'European ~ar of the 
Year'. 

Rover is only the latest 
section of Levland where 
the axe is po(sed. Edwar­
des' plan for the breaking 
up and hiving off of the 
combine is being speeded 
up now that the Tories are 
in office , intent on giving 
the bosses free rein. 

The plans for Rover, if 
carried out. would cut pro­
duction of the P6 saloon by a 
third and reduce the labour 
force by nearly l.SOO- four 
out of every ten production 
jobs. 

In .:lassie profits:ers' fash­
io·n , the sackings are to be 
combined with getting more 

.,;- work out of those left behind. 
as we have explained in the 
shop stewards· leaflet. On the 
two other production lines the 
company wan t to do away 
with ISO jobs. even though 
there will be no reduction in 
line speeds. 

Management went on to 
sav that they would institute a 
programme of selective re­
dundancies combined with 
transfers to Landrover (200 

By Bill Mullins, T&GWU senior steward, Rover SolihuU 
jobs) and Triumph ( 400 jobs) 
in Coventry . 12 miles away . 

It was clear to us that we 
had to fight against all job 
losses . Shop stewards ' com­
mittees throughout industry 
have fought compulsory sack­
ings for a long period , but 
when faced with cut-backs , 
there has rarely been an active 
fight against voluntary redun­
dancies. 

Many workers still believe 
that th~y can step out of a job 
and into another. 

One 39-year old worker 
with a family said to 111e: "It 
was quite easy last time''. 

Last time for him was 1971, 
when unemployment had not 
bitten so hard in the Mid­
lands . 

The shop stewards decided 
to fight back on the basis of 
four clear demands: 
No to all redundancies­
voluntary or enforced; 
No to any speed-up; 
Share out the work. Short­
time working without loss of 
pay; 
No to the closure of line 3. 
Strike if the company closes 
on September 3rd. 

This was adopted almost 
unanimously by the 120 shop 

stewards. Prior to the mass 
meeting the stewards produ­
ced a leaflet explaining our 
position , pointing out the lack 
of job prospects in the area . 

On the dole 

At the mass -meeting on 7 
August there was a very 
despondent mood, reflected 
in the SO-SO vote on the shop 
stewards' call for action 
against all job losses. 

It was then decided to 
oppose enforced redundancies 
and speed-up with industrial 
a'ction . This position was 
overwhelmingly supported. 

Since the mass meeting we 
have produced another leaflet 
explaining the derisory 'cop­
per handshake' offered to 
those taking voluntary redun­
dancies and how the Tories 
are treating the unemployed. 
Thatcher is now saying tbat 
you will be made 3 iob offers 
(no matter how low the wages) 
and if you refuse , dole money 
will be withdrawn. 

Already the mood is chan­
ging. Workers are beginning 
to say 'This is the only job we 
have got and therefore it's 
worth fighting for.' 

That fight must be based 
squarely around the demand 
for work-sharing without 
pay c~ts . 

CUSTOMS 
WORKERS 
PROVE THE 

POINT 
Customs officers, members 
of the SCPS and CPSA ,. 
were operating a work to 
rule this week in protest 
against job cuts. 

The government and 
civil service heads hope to 
reduce the customs depart­
ment from 30,151 to 
27 ,000 . They plan a direct 
ban on recruitment and 
the filling of vacancies. 

The government have 
decided that as our pay 
settlement earlier this year 
was in excess of what they 
budgeted for , we have to 
pay for this in terms of jobs 
and worsening conditions . 

The Tory message is: if 
you want a living wage you 
will have to pay for it. 

This is only the tip of the 
iceberg , however. The civil 
service department are al­
ready negotiating the possib­
ility of further cuts of up to 
20o/o later this year. We face a 
vital struggle to protect jobs 
and maintain working con­
ditions . 

It 's only by working to rule 
that we can do our job 
properly! That's how under­
manned we are. 

At the East Midlands 
airport last weekend four 
customs officers were suppo­
sed to deal with 400 passen­
gers arriving home after a 
tiring plane journey. Such is 
the insane reasoning behind 
the cuts. 

We are forced to do a job 
without the resources , while 
11/ z million people on the dole 
cannot find a job. 

We are showing our deter­
mination , but is is becoming 
steadily clearer that the Tory 
cuts cannot be defeated by 
workplace action alone. 
Therefore we will be pressing 
for a vigorous campaign 
mounted by the TUC throug­
hout the trade union move­
ment to reverse the cuts . 

In the immediate future we 
are attempting to defend our 
conditions. In the long term 
the fight is to defend public 
sector jobs and all our social 
services - won by working 
people through hundreds of 
years of struggle. 

ByDave San 
(Assistant Section 

Secretary, CPSA Customs 
Section, personal capacity) 

TRUMANS- ­
UNITYWINS 

At Truman's brewery in Brick 
Lane, the scene of many 
fascist attacks, workers rec­
ently staged a five-day strike. 

ALL OUT AT GEC STAFFORD 
Office workers at the 

brewerv were told that their 
lS o/o p-ay increase claim had 
been rejected . . They were 
offered only lO o/o. a paltry 
increase compared _ to the 
massive profits the brewery 
make. 

The office workers weren't 
going to accept a further drop 
in their standard of living and 
therefore decided to strike 
every Monday, while main­
taining a go-slow during the 
rest of the week . 

Monday 23 July saw the 
first strike action. The brew­
ery lxlsses reacted by sending 
homt, without pay, many, 
manual workers , who weren't 
even involved in the strike . 
~ of this unfair 

treatment the office workers 

refused to come into work or, · 
the Tuesday unless the work­
ers were paid for their lost 
day. Management refused 
and after Tuesday's strike 
action more workers were sent 
home . 

An all-out strike was called , 
which lasted until the follow­
ing Monday , when the bosses 
decided to reimburse the 
workers who had been sent 
home, at £10 a day. 

Not onlv were the office 
workers fo~ced to go on stril:e 
for a better living but the 
manual workers were forced 
out as well by the childish 
action of their bosses. Office 
and manual workers fought 
together, forcing their bosses 
into retreat. 

It just shows that no matter 
what struggles you face 
against your employer , work­
ers ' unity can defeat them. 

By John Consadine 
(Tower Hamlets LPYS) 

BTR OUT FOR 15o/o 

Four years ago 2,500 
manual workers at GEC 
Stafford, struck in support 
of a £10 rise. This year, 
1,800 are on strike. 

On WedDesday 18luty, 2,000 
members of the GMWU , the 
entire production staff, wal­
ked out of three BTR (British 
ThermoplastK:s and Rubber) 
factories in Leyland, Lanca-

'-'-~shire. 

Our last wage settlement 
was lOo/o in July 1978. This 
year, despite the ending of 
government wage control , 
only an average of 8 1/ zo/o was 
offered. 

Higher grades get up to 
16o/o while lower paid grades 
get an unbelievable 6o/o ! This 
is to be phased in over 6 
months. 

On union advice this offer 
was rejected unanimously at a 
mass meeting , causing the 
first strike in the history of the 
factories involved . 

Picketing has been success­
ful so far. Post, parcels, milk, 
food and coal deliveries, have 
all refused to cross the lines. 
The managers must be cold 
and hungry by now! Only one 
lorry and two scabs have 
crossed the picket lines, 
assisted by managers . 

Morale is high and a 
further mass meeting is 
planned every Thursday , as 
long as the strike is on. Union 
negotiators have set 1S o/o as 
the minimum they are prepar­
ed to accept , for everyone , to 
be paid. now and not phased 
in. 

By Kevin Broxton] 
( Chorley CLP Vice­

Chairman , GMWU Trade 
Council delegate) 

Much more is at ~take 
today-as tk drop in the 
workforce shows. GEC are 
Britain's biggest firm , but 
looking at the wage pack­
ets you wouldn't think so. 

Weinstock has his £100 
millions in the bank; he's JUSt 
turned down £7m for his 
race-horse 'Troy'. Yet obvi­
ously he 's still not squeezing 
enough from his workers. 

Trouble has peen brewing 
for years. Like the rest of the 
engineering industry, wages 
are made respectable through 
overtime and bonuses. 

Now management are on 
the offensive. Over SOO jobs 
have been lost at Stafford in 9 
months . 

When the shop stewards 
submitted the site wage 

claim (for 20o/o) management 
refused to answer and insisted 
on making eleven replies, one 
for each division or 'company' 
within GEC. 

This 'divisionalisation' is 
aimed at dividing the work­
force and reducing trade 
union control and bargaining 
power. 

When the stewards rejected 
this , management went on to 
produce their eleven offers 
anyway. These confirmed the 
workers' doubts. 

The offer amounted to 
peanuts in exchange for 
flexibility, work-timing, end-

J ing demarcations and more. 
At present the base rates are 
the national minimum of £60. 
With bonuses, the factory 
average is £72. 

Management offer to raise 
the base but make any extra 
much harder to earn. Many 
workers would lose money. 
One manager said if his 
incentive bonus was attained , 

it would be stopped! 
On top of this GEC want 

tOfal flexibility. 
Then they annOUllced that 

they would not recognise the 
Joint Shop Stewards' Com­
mittee and would set up 
individual company agree­
ments with each product 
group on the site. They 
withdrew union facilities. 

After circulating their 
'offer' they tried to go over the 
heads of the JSSC again. Just 
before the mass meeting, 
loudspeaker messages went 
throughout the factory saying 
that if there was a strike , 
workers would be 'worse off' , 
and would lose their jobs. 

These hroadcasts from 
'Tokyo Rose ' were all the lads 
needed . Management are now 
challenged by an all-out 
strike . 

Stafford workers see this as 
the thin end of the wedge for 
all GEC workers. At the 
moment there are nine other 

disputes over similar anti­
union attacks within GEC. 
Already Stafford has been 
threatened with closure. 

This emphasises the impor­
tance of the efforts being 
made to _build a combine 
committee to meet Weinstock 
on equal terms. These efforts 
must be urgently pursued. 

The stakes are indeed high. 
The workers are expecting a 
hard battle. 

All eight trade unions 
involved are asking for full 
support, especially from other 
GEC workers._ Messages of 
support and rmancial help to: 
GEC Strike Committee c/ o A 
Clews, Lea Cottage, Bishops 
Offley, Eccleshall, Stafford. 

By Dave Griffiths 
(Stafford LPYS) 



17 August 1979 MILITANT 15 

2 MILLION ENGINEERS STRIKE FOR 
NATIONAL WAGE CLAIM-

An estimated two million engi­
neering workers responded to the 
strike call by the Confederation of 
Shipbuildin g and Engineering 
Unions [CSEU] on the 6th August, 
in the first of three one-day 
national strikes. 

Coupled ~~-ith an over-
time ban . ttm is the 
beginn ing of a figh t by 
workers in the industry to 
secure an £80 minimum 
for cra fts men . with related 
increases for o ther grades, 
a n d a J S--ho ur week . 
th roughout engi neering . 

In n egotiations since last 
February . the Engineering 
Employers' Federation (EEF) 
have repea tedly refused to 
ma ke any acceptable propo­
sals . In fa ct they have m oved 
Yery li ttle from the firs t offer 
of £5 on the nat ional mini ­
m u m rates (NM R) fo r crafts­
men . bringing them up to £6:'\ 
m inimu m . combined wi th a 
joint I' ·Oi·king party to look 
iJ1to the other con di t ions on 
the 'l<um . inc ludin g t h e 
35~hour we ek . 

The Employers · h ave a lso 
in sisted that the claim should 
beco m e e ffe c ti1·e o n t h e 
an niYersa r y d a te s of t he 
separate domestic senlemen­
h . 

Afte r fu rther meetings the 
NM R for craftsmen~ was 
raised to £68 an d- then £70, 
the p rc;en t offer. Th is still 
only a m ounts to h a lf of the 
original claim. 

Now the EEF are bleating 
that th ey " can ' t a ffo rd" to 
meet the fu ll cla im . I t's a 
s tory we 've heard before­
Weinstock m ust be one of ths: 
most tight-fisted employers , 
ye t G E C h ave just announced 
record profi ts . If they aren't 
b luffing they $houldn't mind 
lett ing us see a ll the com p­
anys ' books. and deciding for 
ourselves! 

Their ple'a dirir certainly 
didn' t convince many of us. 
At the fifth and last meeting, 
nego tiations finalfy broke 
down. 

The un io ns had been 
mandated by their National 
Com.~.-nittees to reject the EEF 
proposals and to : 
Achieve in full tbe claim in 
respect of Min imum T imE 
Rates; 
Secure a reduction of one 
hour in the working week tbia 
J ear, with further staged 
reduct ions towa rds a 35-hour 
week in 1982; 
Secure two days extra h oliday 
this year and 
A co-mmon opera the date of 
April 1979 for the imp lemen­
tat ion of the agreement. 

T h e n egotiator were a lso 
gil·en the power to ca ll a series 
of one-day st rik es a nd an 
Ol'ertime ban . T his is to be 
re1·iewed if no progress is 
ma d e in secu r ing the claim . 
with a Yiew to stepping up the 
act ion . 

Th bosses · intra nsigence i 
see n by the mem ber;l;ip as a 
direct pr ovocat ion . J. i; \•:ell 
known th at the E EF h a1·e 
been prepa r ing for ibis s itu ­
ation by building up a 
considerable cash fund. 

Clear! ,- thi> is a deliberate 
a\lempt by one hard-no;ed 
section of the bosses and their 
T ory allies in We:; onmsrer to 
con fron r and smash the uni t-., 
of the e ng i n~e rs-something 
Tect Heath tr ied an d fai led . 

Thei r arroga nce h as been 
encou raged by the app aren tly 

By 
Pat Gallagher 

(AUEW Shop Steward 
Sun beam Electric , 

East Kilbride) 

-
hesitan t a n d we a k leadersh ip 
o f the main Con fed union , the 
A UEW. during the negot i­
a t ions. 

Terry D uffy. AU EW n at ­
iona i pre>ident . \\·as elected to 
off ice on a p latform of 
opposition to m ost forms of 
;ndustria l act ion . D ur ing neg­
ot iat ions he attem pted to 
sta,-e oH t h e thre a t o f 
in dustr ial action by offe ring 
va r ious compromi es which 
came n0'-1-here nea r the cla im 
tor £80 . 

In 'Proceedings at Nat ional 
Conference' Book 3. Duffv is 
reported to h ave asked "Are 

you prepa red to recommend a 
sum of £70 to your member 
firm s?'' 

T he E EF predicted that the 
strikes ' ·would receive only 
lim ited suppon " ( 'financia l 
T imes· 6. 8. 79) . 

The i r crysta l b a ll was 
tota llY contra dicted . however. 
bY the dusr storm of 2 m illion 
engineering workers magnifi ­
cent ly responding to the str ike 
call. Area after area repo rted 
strong support . 

In the West Midlands, the 
~orth West a nd Wale> the 
sbut-down "as almost lOO o/o 
solid. 

, -\5.000 ~ ngi neering IYOrkers 
in the East of Scotland ca me 
out. :'\00 workers marched 
tthrv\q2h Eclinhu rgh in ~upport 
lot the cla im-at a ti me 11·hen 
mo<;t indus t rY in the a rea is 
tra dit ionally -shut do" n for 
~ ummer h oli da\·s . 

In the Wes t of Scot la nd 
th ings d idn' t run so sm ol)thl\·. 
Due to th e timing of the st rike 
call, Confed 

Engineering workers ai Tower Hill , L-ondon , for 11 ral lJ during the ftrSt one-day strike 

CONFED MUS1, PREP ARE 
FOR ~OUT STRIKE 

decided no t to ca ll out the ir 
me mbers . 

To ens ure paymem for tht: 
holida v you need to work full 
days before and a fte r. and 1he 
st ri ke was thought to jeopar­
d ise this . W orker:, :n rhc area 
will ho11·eyer be supporting 
the strikes to come. 

Over all th~ potential sup­
port fo r the st rike and 
overtune b an h as been m as-

ked by regional and company 
h olidays. The strikes coincide 
with the annual shut -down in 

.t he key engineerin g areas of 
Sheffield . Rotherham and 
much of Yorkshire . Bu t it will 
undoubtedly be b rough t near­
er to full potent ial over the 
nex t weeks . 

In so me fac tor ies the 
determina tion of the workers 
is e\·ident fro m the tough 
a pproa ch they a re tak ing 
tO\,·ards the h an d fu l ot work­
ers in firms refusing ro supp­
ort the actio!l. At Roll s RoYce . 
Co\·entry. the shop 5\ew.i.rd, 
have sem letters to sub-con­
trac ting finm inform ing th em 
tha t their good> will be 
blacked if their factvri\'5 
aren ' t shut do1Yn during the 
str ikes . 

O n ly this type ol u nity and 
action aro und the cla im 11 iil 
force the employers to con ­
cede in full . 

Alreadv rherc a re cra cks in 
the E EF - o \·er 100 firms are 
repone d to have broken rank 

a ;1d met the fu ll clai m . The 
Federa t ion dispu tes _this . but 
c.nd~ub,c,ill some bL'~ses h a \·e 
se ized the ~bance to p a\' up 
and <<' ui ct dbruption. so tha t 
the~· ~an get an edge on their 
>trikc -hou nd ri \·aJ, _ 

If the dispu ·~e dra_ ) on . our 
full ;-.,ren~ d'l in actjtJn \\·iJ.l be 
needi",i. i\ e must match rhc 
l' o<;s '' ri\-:c lrY with urc ion 
!..lDll', '-"- ~ t::-- may ha~-;c to 
cons t(.er C:tlling out all mem­
ber;; r.• EEF firms . . ,,·'lether 
the:' lnn~ sen led or no t. to 
step up t he pressu re and 
ensurr· t hat our weaker mem ­
bers a re not isolated . 

John Boyd, AUEW general 
secreta ry, berates the EEF for 
their "negat ive. self ish. unm ­
spiring attitu des" (A UEW 
Journal. August 1979 ). Bu t 
that is not the answer-we 
m ust not be misled into false 
hopes about making fi rms see 
reason and con\·erting them 
to charitable ways. · 

If British capitalism were 
still going through th e up -

D 
In W est and North- West 
London, one of the major 
cent res of the engineering 

.. in dustry. , there was a good 
response in m a ny factories to 
the firs t of the th ree Monday 
strikes . -

The AUEW and seccion, of 
the T&:GWU . EET P U and 
the sheet m etal '':orker' · 
un ion backe d the action . 
Ma ny of the large food an d 
oth er manufacturing pla nts . 
as '':ell a s engineering, we re 
hi t as a resu l t o f t he 
maintenance workers (craft 
side ) joining the s trike . 

Workers a t the big EM! 
comp lex in H ayes shu t down 
la rge sec t ions of the site. 
Calla rd and Bowyer 's sweet 
factory in H ayes w-as also hit . 

Picket s were ou t all a long 
the Great Wes t Road. from 

E 
The \Iancbester district res ­
ponded solidly tO the ;;trik e 
~ '[~ ll 

On l'vlon d ay nth . 3 ,500 
' '-C•rk~rs at GEC Tratford 
P,;rk came out. . \it the 
Fcrrant i facto ries were ' . ffec ­
ted with thousa n ds nf ,\·c·rkers 

\ ork h a lted at H a1\·ke r 
Sidcieiey· :, Chaddenon fac ­
\0!'1' , as a t all th e 2S Britis h 
A~rc.-;pace fac tories . Fight 
thousand Le vland Bu~ a n d 
T ruck " ·o rke rs were ou·; and 
in S t oc kport the Simo n 

swing of The :'\Os a nd 60s . the 
cap ita lists cou ld afford to give 
reform s <:nd inc rea se livi m: 
standard s . T odav th in gs ar~ 
complete!\· d iffe r~ nt. ~ 

The " '' rkin!! class a re being 
asked t •) - :!\' more and more 
for a crisi' n~lt of our ma ki ng . 
while the bosses refuse to 
re-iD\·est in manufa cturi n g 
industry. 

:\o" , after 5quan dering 
the profits of our labour , they 
tell u~ that the ind ustn 's in 
troub.e a nd the)' can ' t ~xpor t 
as much. We m ust counter 
this by imisting on the rap id 
introduct ion of a national 
35-hour week, to fight u nem­
ploymen t by sharing out the 
work without loss of pay . 

Afte r the years of wage 
restra int. which held b ack 
wages while inflation h as 
surged ahea d , leaving a bitter 
legacy amongst skilled an d 
un killed a like. this n at ional 
wage claim is important. Our 
indust ry is riddled wi th small 
sweat shops paying the bare 

,._ 

'l)'ni ted Bisc uits to Tricos 
(windsc re e n wipers) . A !fa 
La 1·alls Eng ineering and 
Magna tex to name but a few . 
T he g ian t P ark Royal estate 
was also hit . 

O n e Sou 1ha l l Dist r ic t­
A UEW reprse nta t ive reported 
the emplo~ ers · react ion: "The 
b osses h a \'e been on to 
us- they' re g ing mad ." 

T [1e fact that thousa nds of 
workers in W est London were 
out was a measure of the 
enormou s support . The activ ­
ity on the day d iffered from 
fa cto ry to fact0ry however. 
Some we re picketed while 
others weren 't . 

At a rally in centra l Lo ndon 
se\·erai lea ders of the Confed 
made im pJrtant a nd welcome 
references to the need fo r 
s tepping up the act ion if the 

Engin<>erin)Z Cheadle Heath 
factory \\as 'irtu al h- •;hu T 
dn11 n . '':i: h a lhou <>a nd work ­
ers O!l str kc> 

John T•'c'h " r. th e- Cnnfed 
'.!anche;,tel '.ecrel ar\'. reoor ­
tsd th.li Jo ;;rms in. fhe ~rea 
1•. e: e g i' en · d t s pen s at ion· . 
".-\~ f.Li "s 1 am awa re · he 
s:ud . "the str.ke is llJO . 
excepi in firm'> whe re 11~ haYe 
reaC'hed agreernent. ·· 

He poi,11ed ou t that man\ 
en gi nee ri ng workers in 1 h ~ 
area h a,·e a basic wage abO\ e 
the £80 claim . d ue \o local 

m m im um . if tha t . Linked to a 
shorter working week. the 
claim will imprL•\e condi tions 
for e\·e ry E EF W·"' r ke r. 

If we are \0 take on the 
em p loye rs and win . however. 
we need 10 mohltse all our 
[,l rces . Demo; -tra t ion s an d 
ra llies must be he ld in every 
m:~ i or indus trial citY as a 
bas is for u ni ting a nd ·keep ing 
the mem bership informed. 

If th e Federa ti on are in tent 
on a drawn -ou t confron tation 
then 11·e must be re;:; dy to mee t 
th eir challenge. Prepara tions 
must begin now for hard ­
hit ting ac tion unless the claim 
is met . 

T he on e-d ay s toppages 
have alread)- proved the super­
iority of n ational a ction over 
the disastrous g uerrilla or 
regional action used in 1972. 
W e will show th e employers 
wh at a force the} a re trying to 
take on. 

All out nat ional action 
must be the a nswer, for the 
full claim , without strings. 

bosses have not agreed the 
cla im by 20 Au gust . " M.Hi­
tancy on a factory basis needs 
to be transformed into mili­
tancy nationall\·· · said one · 
Confed official . 

This is a question already 
being tak en up by many 
en gineers . 

Unfor tunate!_,. the rally was 
poorly at\'ended . p a. rtl_y due to 
the number of factories on 
holida y . I t a lso showed , 
howeve~ . t h e url!ent need for 
the Co~fed lea~ders to put 
words into ac tion . 

The.y mus t lea d a vigorous 
ca mpaign. raising the key 
iss ue s . e nc ou r a ging shop 
stewards a n d involving the 
memb ersh ip to a fa r greater 
degree. 

By Martin Ehi n 

agreements . · \\ e rega rd the 
shon er l' ·or k;ng \\·cek as a key 
element in i lk claim " he said . 

Afl er the i\\ er exper ience 
of t he 19 7 2 \<rik ~ - the mood 
in th e i\·1ancncs ter a rea is for 
nat ional all-ou t strike act ion 
rat her tha n rt'gional or o the r 
loca l ini en,Ification of the 
ca!npaign . 

By Ian Stowen 
(AUE\'V- TA SS 

M a n ches te r ) 



16 MILITANT 17 August 1979 

-WE WANT 
JOBS. NOT BRIBES 

How much is a steel town has been a mere two years! 
~orby had fewer non-

worth? A mere £3112 mi.III·on ~tee) manufacturing jobs 
• / ~ ' m 1977 after a decade of 

according to the latest Tory ~~gao;oui~ ef~~~t t~ndiv~~~~ 
gOVernment offer tO WOrkerS Two-thirds of Corby me_n 

work for BSC, yet Su 

t CO b Keith Joseph thinks £3.5 a r Y • million will allow the Tory -, 
Corby workers des- government and BSC to 
cribe the offer as an By Heather turn Corby into a ghost 
,. lt' 'eh ap br Rawling town. msu , a e - The fight to save the 
ibe' and 'peanuts'. steelworks and to save 
That's when there Corby continues. A Festi-
comments are print- val Against Closures is 
able. Sir Keith Joseph provide the security of b~ing held this S~turday 

employment needed in th h bl 11 thinks he can close a Corb)'· Prevt"ous- belated wl a marc 'pu Jc ra. y, . ~ street theatre etc bemg 
steelworks With a t3.5 attempts to diversify in- organised. The LPYS has 
million bribe, but the dustry in this town have a stall, and will be there in 
workers of Corby failed miserably. force to recruit the youth 
won't be bought off Of the 24 non-steel of ~o~by to the banner of 

. manufacturing firms open soc1ahsm. 
that easily. in 1970, 11 had closed by But with 18 700 steel 

Any. amoun~ of ~oney' 1977. The average life of jobs gone in the' last eight 
or reg10nal atd "''11 not factories set up since 1967 months how can this 

TORY RULE CONTINUED 
FROM FRONT 

PAGE 

the State's ' featherbedd­
in2' private firms is wear­
ing thin . Thr J'oiational 
Enterprise Board is being 
retained , as are 33 of the 
40. go\·ernment working 
·parties on different sect­
ions of industry. Without 
state aid much of British 
capitalism would go to the 
wall. 

It hasn't exactly been an 
equality of sacrifice tho­
ugh. 

budgets [Birmingham 
£2m , Clywd £1.6m now 
and £3. 2m next year, 
Liverpool £2.8m, Somerset 
£1.5m]. 

The Tories proclaimed 
their philosophy. 

"Adequate competition, 
unequal rewards and prof­
itability" is Sir Keith 
Joseph's declared creed. 

The Budget was truly 
that, and if you earned 
over £10,000 a year you 
made a gain. Below £10, 
000, well, bad luck. 

Fighting to save 
the town, 
Corby workers' 
lobby, 28 June 
1979 

P h<'il' : J M c Ki trick 

.process be stopped? How 
can Corby succeed where 
other towns ha,·e lost the 
fight? Corby .will not wirt 
this fight on their own. 

A national steel strike is 
the only answer. Steel­
workers throughout Brit­
ain must rail)' to the 
support of steel workers at 
all plants under threat. 

The closures at these 
plants will not make jobs 
at large plants like Ravens­
craig any safer. The whole 
steel industry is under 
direct attack from this 
ruthless Tory government. 

One-time major indus­
tries like the motorbike 
industry have gradually 
disappeared over the years. 
Unless a stand is taken, 
the same would happen in 
steel, with disastrous ef­
fects on the rest of 
manufacturing industry. 

If a national steel strike 
were called, BSC and the 
Tory government would 
have to sit up and take 
notice. This is the only way 
to save Corby, save the 
steel industry and save 
jobs. 

For a national steel 
strike! 
No steel to be produced 
until all threatened 
closures and redundan­
cies are withdrawn! 

£1,()()(} million went on 
share prices the day the 
Tories won as the Stock 
Exchange Index rose by a 
record amount. The forces 
of 'law and order' have 
been given huge increases 
to help insure their loyalty 
in the battles ahead. 

But while the bosses 
gain the rest of us suffer. 
And all the indications are 
it will get worse. According 
to the Treasury forecasts, 
unemployment will rise to 
over 2 million next year, 
inflation to 20%. 

Saving the financial sharkli 

Virtually the first act of 
1!-""'-e Tories was to give a 
20 % increase to the police, 
with a further IS% to 
come in . September. The 
Army was not neglected, 
getting an overall 32% 
increase. 

£50 million was set aside 
for 'direct grant' schools to 
get pupils from the state 
sector. Other . areas of 
education were not to be so 
lucky, and up and down 
the country local authori­
ties are announcing cut­
backs in their education 

The cutbacks on social 
services will grow. On the 
24th July the Tories agreed 
to cut £4,000m, mostly in 
social services, in 1980/ 81. 

If all this havoc has been 
achieved in 100 days , can 
they be stopped? Not if 
Labour's right-wing have 
their wav. 

Callaghan has called for 
the opposition to the 
Tories to be limited to 
Parliament, where the 
Tories have a majority of 
o\·er 40. That is a recipe 

for disaster. Workers can­
not afford another 1, 700 
days of TorJ rule. 

Local and national 
campaigns against the 
Tories must be mounted, 
combining the industrial 
and political wings of the 
labour movement. Fight­
ing on a socialist alter­
native, the Tories can be 
defeated. 

Traditionally govern­
ments hal·e a 'honeymoon' 
period on taking office. 

It's been a short honey­
moon. The first 100 days 
has aroused considerabe 
opposition from sections of 
the working class. 

That opposition will 
grow in the coming period. 
Armed with a fighting 
socialist programme it 
could not only end the 
spectre of 4 V2 more years 
of Tory rule but begin to 
build a lasting socialist 
alternative to the present 
capitalist chaos. 
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Ell-UNION RIGHTS 
TRAMPLED ON 

EMI 
been 

The vindictive attitude of 
management, who have 
pressurising EEF engineering 
companies not to concede the 
present Confed claim [see page 15] 
has now provoked further strike 
action. 

Production workers at the 
EMI plant in Hayes are 
fighting alongside Confed 
workers for the national 
claim. They are also fighting 
for a local £10 cost of living 
nse. 

Despite a recent 13% pay 
increase. this is felt to be 
essential due to the rapidly 
rising cost of living. 

The EMI workers have 
joined the one-day strikes and 
are operating an overtime ban 
in line with the national 
action. They are also working 
to rule and blacking all 
contract labour on site m 
pursuit of the local claim. 

Last Friday , however. sev­
eral men in EMI-Tape were 
quite unjustly suspended for 
refusing to load a lorry owned 
by an outside contract com­
pany. following a walk-out by 
the rest of the EMI-Tape 
workers several men were 
suspended for refusing to 
enter the EMI-Tape section of 
the plant. 

This dispute poses a num­
ber of problems. There is a 
general feeling that it is not a 
good tactic to fight on two 
fronts at once. Many think 
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that the national claim should 
have taken precedence . with 
the local claim dealt with 
afterwards. 

Management's conditions 
for reinstating the suspended 
workers . however. was a 
return to 'normal working' , 
ending the local action. faced 
with such an ultimatum . , the 
production workers voted to 
continue the strike action now 
affecting the' · whole Ha yes 
plant . 

Although the virtue of the 
present tactics is under dis­
pute. the claim has now got to 
the point where basic trade 
union rights are being vio­
lated. EMI bosses must not 
be allowed to get away with 
this . 

It is now essential that the 
full power of the unions in 
EMI is brought to bear , 
maintaining maximum shop 
floor unity and strength to 
face the major battles ahead . 

By Martin Elvin, (Ruislip ­
Northwood LPYS) , Mick 
Bowe (T&GWU 11 690 
EMI). Dongie Swan (AU 
EW shop steward. EMI) 
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