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By J ulie Taylor 
(Liverpool City Councillor) 

The Tories have no solutions 
to the problems of Toxteth. 

Tory mini ster 
Heseltine's travel-
ling flea circus 
which visited 
Liverpool offered 
only pious hopes 
of reinvestment in 
the area. 

Meanwhile, the police 
continue to act as if force 
was the only 'answer' to 
the city's problems. 

This Saturday (IS 
August) there will be a 
demonstration in Liver­
pool calling for the sack­
ing of Merseyside's Chief 
Constable, Kenneth Ox­
ford. 

Local residents have 
been appalled at the per­
sistent harassment in the 
Toxteth area. Even peo­
ple who had previously 
tieen sympathetic to the 
police have been turned 
by the indiscriminate use 
of CS gas and the vicious 
attacks on local people. 

Following the death of 
David Moore, an enquiry 
is to be held into this inci ­
dent. 

But how much faith 
can anyone have in this 
when the police 

themselves are in charge 
of the investigation? It 
took Mersey police days 
even to come up with the 
name of the police driver 
of the car involved. 

By itself, the dismissal 
of Oxford would solve 
little. Only moves to 
make the police account­
able and under demo­
cratic control could help 
to solve this problem. 

Merseyside's poHce 
budget is the costliest 
outside London, at 
£40,000 per thousand in­
habitants. When the cuts 
which Liverpool's 
Liberal council have 
rained on the area's ser­
vices threatened to affect 
the police, Oxford accus­
ed even the Liberai -Tory 
council of "pi racy" and 
"criminal negligence". 

The real niminal 
negligence has been the 
social conditions which have 
dr iwn the Toxtelh ~outh to 
riol. Here. tou. thr Tori!'s 
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Sack Oxford. Make 
police accountable ! 

Heseltine on his visit to Liverpool. His class have ruined cities like Liver-
pool. We must not rely on them to solve the problems now. Photo Andrew Wiard (Report! 

US AIR TRAFFIC DISPUTE· 
' 

SOLIDARITY IS VITAL 
"US government arresting 
striking Controllers and put­
ting them in handcuffs, leg 
irons and chains in transpor­
ting them to jail. 

"Strike con-
tinues regardless 
of firings, chains 
and imprison­
ment. Intimida­
tion, threats and 
blatant insen-
sitive union 
busting tactics 
will not work. 
Fraternally, 
PATCO. 

reply the Trade Union 
Side of the UK Civi l 
Aviation Autho r ity 
(CAA) received from the 
United States last week. 

It was in reply to our 

CONTI NUED ON 
PAGE FOU R 

Further details on the 
dispute-page fou r 

By Frank Bonner 
& Alistair Nicholson 

(CPSA CAA group, 
personal capacity) 

This was the dramatic Striking controllers in New York 
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Make police 
accountable 
The first demand of Satur­
day's demonstration in Liver­
pool will be for the sacking of 
Mr Kenn~th Oxford. 

Liverpool's police 
chief has become a 
notorious symbol of 
aggressive, pro­
vocative, and racial~ 
ly biased policing. 

However, the de­
mand for Oxford's 
sacking, which in 
itself might change 
very little, raises the 
question of the 
democratic account­
ability of the police. 

The street clashes which 
have erupted in Britain'~ 
decayed ··inner-city area' 
arise from the appalling 
conditions created by thr 
decline of British 
capitalism. But the im­
mediate cause, in almost 
every case, has been pro­
vocative action by tht 
police. 

For years. anger has been 
building up at the method-, 
of the police. particularly 
amongst young peop le, 
especially blacks. who bear 
the main brunt of aggressiw 
policing methods. 

Socialists are not opposed 
to the police fighting crime 
and arresting criminals. 
This is just a crude smear us­
ed by the Torie~ and the 
police chiefs as a blanket 
"reply" to any criticism 

levelled at their methods. 
To fight real crime and ar­

rest the real criminals- as 
even more intelligent, 
'liberal' policemen like 
Alderson, Chief Constable 
of Devon and Cornwall, 
recognised-needs the sup­
port of the pople generally. 

For the police to use force 
and more force and general­
ly behave like "an army of 
occupation" is entirely 
counter-productive as far as 
effective measures against 
real crime are concerned. 

Lacking any real 
democratic accountability. 
the police in recent years 
have more and more acted 
as if" they are a law unto 
themselves. This has been 
encouraged by the Tories. 

And there has been a 
steady accumulation of 
evidence of more and more 
repressive and arbitrary 
methods being used by the 
police. 

There have been numer­
ous cases of the police ar­
bitrarily stopping and sear­
ching blacks and young peo­
ple; of bending or ignoring 
the law; of twisting evidence 
or blatantly framing 
suspects; of beating 
prisoners; and of the death 
of prisoners in police 
custody. 

There han also been 
)lumerous scandals of police 

n w oot 
Labour's prospective parliamentary candidate f or Toxteth. 

in,olvement in bribery and 
corruption, with a growing 
suspicion that more and 
more is being covered up. 

In recent weeks. many or­
dinary workers who were 
previously prepared to gin 
the police the benefit of the 
doubt have had their ey·es 
opened by the brutal 
response of the police to re­
cent events in areas like Tox­
teth, Moss Side and Brix­
ton. 

Oxford, Anderton. 
McNee and other police 
chiefs cast in the same 
mould have only one answer 
- force and yet more force. 
But their statements also 
make it quite clear that they 
not only favour more 
forceful methods against 
rioters, but they advocate 
the strengthening of the 
police's repressiH ap­
paratus for use against the 
labour movement itself. 

In their eyes, anyone who 
criticises the system and ad-

vocates radical change is a 
dangerous 'subversh•e'. 

Marxists do not en­
courage rioting. We defend 
the right of workers, youth 
and black people to defend 
themselves and their homes 
against attack. But we do 
not support looting. arson 
and the throwing of petrol 
bombs. 

However, the labour 
movement must recognise 
that it is the Tories ai\d thei r 
rotten system which is 
responsible for the violence 
which has broken out on the 
streets. They• have created 
the intolerable conditions 
which have produced a 
spontaneous. angry and 
often blind movement of 
revolt. 

Labour must provide a 
bold , socialist alternative to 
channel the movement of 
revolt into effective chan­
nels. The labour mowment 
must demonstrate in action 
that it stands for an end to 

the horror of capitalism and 
for the socialist transforma­
tion of society. 

The labour movement 
cannot stand aside and 
allow the police chiefs and 
the Tories (unfortunately 
with the support of some 
right-wing Labour leaders) 
to use revulsion at looting 
and burning as a pretext for 
strengthening the repressive 
apparatus of big business. 

While not condoning 
petrol -bomb throwing and 
looting, the labour mow­
men! must strongly defend 
those unjustly arrested as a 
result of the riots. Members 
of the Labour Party and the 
trade unions ha~· e 

themselves seen scores of ar­
bitrary arrests in police 
"mopping up" exercises in 
Brixton, Toxteth and 
elsewhere . 

Rioting, mo reover, does 
not justify the police going 
on the rampage, with the 
\"icious beating or· prisoners 

and bYStanders and ar­
~ bitrary: destructive house­
g raids. There can be no 
!;. justification for the police 
~ fabricating e'•idence to sup­
~ port trumped-up charges. 

And there is no justification 
for young people being sent 
down for long prison 
sentences entirely incomen­
surate with their alleged 
crime. 

The labour movement 
must therefore take up the 
defence of those unjustly ar­
rested, and demand a full 
review of the convictions 
and sentences resulting from 
the clashes on the streets. 

Above all, however, the 
labour movement must de­
mand that the police be sub­
ject to democratic accoun­
tability . The sacking of Ox­
ford, iil itself, will not fun­
damentally change the role 
of Merseyside's police. 

The police must be sub­
ject to the supervision of 
democratically elected 
watch committees, which 
will have the power to ap­
point and dismiss senior of­
ficers as well as to supervise 
and check the role and 
methods of the police. 

Democratic watch com­
mittees must be able to 
discipline and, if necessary, 
dismiss any police officers 
found guilty of serious 
misconduct or illegal ac­
tions. There can be no 
doubt that there are some 
corrupt and racialist 
elements within the polin. 
and they must be kicked 
out. 

At the same time, how­
ever. the labour movement 
must campaign for full trade 
union rights for policemen 
and police women . In the 
past, the police themsrlws 
have taken strike action and 
have at \arious times 
demonstrated sympathy for 
workers in struggle. 

It is in the workers' \ital 
interests that the police 
force should be made demo­
cratically accountable and 
that the police ranks should 
be brought into the trade 
union movement. 

WHY WE'VE CALLED LIVERPOOL 8 DEMO 
Liverpool Labour 
Councillor, Pauline 
Dunlop, spoke to 
members of the 
Liverpool 8 Defence 
Committee about 
the problems facing 
black youth and the 
reasons for calling 
Saturday's demon-· 
strati on. 

If yo ung black people go 
shopping in th e big stores in 
town they are a!l,·ays 
followed bv tloor walkers, 
and contin~ally approached 
by shop ass istant s . No black 
people are empl oyed in any 
of the major city stores. 

There has been al so a lot 
of press mi s-represent a tion 
about the role played by th e 
defence commiuee. \V hen 
the patient s in the 110spital 
were in danger beca use of 
the fires the police were no­
where to be seen, and i! wa~ 
the defence commillee . 
along with local people , 
who evacuated the area with 
the help of the staff. 

Yet the next day the press 
reported that it was the 
police who had evacuated 
the hospital, and that a,m ­
bulances were being stoned. 
That was a complete 
fabrication . 

Costa del Toxteth? Part of the slum clearance programme that has v irtually ground to a halt . 

I asked wh y the defence 
commillee was set up . In­
itially,- I was told, it was se t' 
up to assist people in the 
-area because of the number 
of people arrested, to 
organise visits to people be-

ing hetd on remand in 
Ri sley, for iti stance. Before 
the defence committee step­
ped in , nobody was getting 
bail, and the committee has 
assisted in geting people bail 
and also in providing legal 

facilities. 
Because of the police 

harassment there was large 
mi strust in the area , and the 
defence committee lodged 
complaints . People who go 
to see the defence commit-

Photo : A Wiard (Report) 

tee at the Charles Wooten 
Centre can speak more free­
ly there. It is a place where 
people can come and see 
that help is available. 

The defence committee 
have received a lot of sup-

port from th e soci;;tl sen ·ices 
and the probation senice 
and in fact , in · >o me cases , 
do a lot of th e work for 
them. 
.. The defence committee is 
al s o pa y ing for the 
reconstruction of the killin g 
of David Moore. All fund s 
are for either David Moore 
or the defence commillee, 
and receipb are given for all 
donations and the account s 
are open to scru1iny by the 
communit y. A monthl y list 
of finance wi ll be publi shed . 

The defence co mmit tee is 
calling _Saturday's demon­
stration first and foremost 
fo r the resi11nation of Ox­
ford, the M~rseyside police 
chief. The resignation o f 
Oxford is no t th e only pro­
blem. 

But because of Oxford ' s 
policies, they see thi s as the 
fir st step to ending police 
harrasment. In their words, 
O xford has declared war on 
people in the area. They 
have a right to be on the 
streets, people ha \·e a right 
to li ve peacefull y in their 
homes without the police 
breaking in and ransacking 
them. 

Po l ice hara ss ment, 
however , is not the only 
issue by any means. One of 
the Defence Committee 
asked what future can peo­
ple see for their children. 
It 's a sick society which has 
to be changed. 



Militant 
Readers 
Meeting 

' 'When the Marxists 
gained the majority 
in the Young Social­
ists at the beginning 
of the 'seventies, our 
ideas me t a con­
spiracy of silence in 
the Tory press. We 
cannot complain to­
day! Although, of 
course, the Tory 
press does everything 
it can to try and 
discredit and distort 
the ideas of the 
'Militant'." 

Peter Taaffe, editor of 
' Milit a nt ', address in g a 
Militant Read ers' Meeting 
which m ost of the camp at­
tended , ex plained the im­
pact o ur ideas were now 
h aving o n Briti sh socie ty . 

Th e British ruli ng c lass 
feared us, he said , a" Briti sh 
socie ty increasingly goes in­
to cr isis . Society has reached 
it s ·R ubico n ', or cr uc ia l 
stage : ··The period of socia l 
peace of the: boom years of 
the 1950s and '60s arc: now 
over. \\'e are enter in g a 
pe ri o d of shakey booms a nd 
deepening slumps ... 

Th is had polari , ed th e 
face of Br it ish pol itics, b ut 
on ly the Mar.\ ists co ul d o f­
fer the way out to the work ­
ing class . T he T ory Party, 
with it s p roces> of ·ri sing 
d a mp' a m o ngs t th e govern­
men t ·wet s ', wa' increas ing­
ly looking towards d umping 
Thatcher , as th e govern ­
ment' s p o li c ies o f 
moneta ri sm were p rovo king 
the w ra th o f wo rk ers again st 
the capit a li st system . The 
Social Democra ts were be­
ing built up to act as a safet y 
valve fo r Briti sh ca pitalism , 
as the ruling class feared th e 
election of a 'left ' La bour 
government . 

However, the ri ght wing 
of the Labour Part y, and 
along with th em, man y so­
called 'Le ft s ', looked at the 
situation a nd drew totall y 
th e wr o ng co n c lus ion s . 

Ma rx is m was winnin g 
support a mongst the work ­
ing c lass . P ete r quoted th e 
exam ple o f the recent Iri sh 
gen era l electio n, where in 
Galway a La bo ur candidate 
stood o n the radica l policies 
accepted a t conference by 
th e party's ra n k and fiie. 

By doing so he " ·as ab le to 
m ob ili se 200 local sh o p 
stewards behind h im in the 
elec ti on campaign, an d was 
d uly e lected. In con tras t , t he 
righ t-win g leade r oft he Irish 
Labo ur Pa rt y fai led to ge t 
re-elected . 

T hi s point wa s hig h ­
ligh ted by a com rade fro m 
Stafford L P YS. - He to ld 
how in a campaign again st 
unemployment in their area, 
they mobilised 200 people 
for the fir:, t e\-er dem o nstra­
tion he ld by th e labo ur 
movement in tha t tO\\·n . 
D ur ing the four-,,·eek cam­
paign run nin g up to the 
demo, they ra ised £400 by 
canvassing for s upport ­
one doctor a2.reecl to give 
the local Youth Cam p; ign 
Against Unem ployment £5 
every mo nth! 

And rai sing money st a yed 
on the agenda for th e 
fighting fund collec tio n­
this ra ised £ 1 ,088! 

Singing the Red 
Flag in the rain I 

We are always prepared for 
and 

Last 
sharp turns 
e h ang··es. 

sudden 
wee k 's 

'Militant ' told how the an­
nual LPYS summer camp was 
basking in blazing sunshine. 

However, by the 
time that issue reach- last week ' s paper. It was ti tl­
ed the 600 Young ed ·s u nsh ine a nd Socia l­

Social ists camped ism '! 
But wh e rea s capitali s t 

out in the wilds of so ciety was throwin into 
the Forest of Dean , c haos b y the severe weather , 
the deluge that was th e YS were prepa red fo r 

· 8 · · this ' sudden ch a nge' a nd the 
SWeepIng r It a In camp organi sation went into 
brought teaming rain top gea r to m a k e s ure 
to the site. di scomfort was kept to a 

Far from bein g minimum . Con voys o ftran-
downhearted , howeve r, s it va n s ferri e d damp 
man y Young Soc iali s t s clothing to and fro m local 
celebrated the fac t bv hav- laundret tes , an cl marquees 
ing their picture takeri sta n- o pened up to th e few peo p le 
cling in the pouring rain pro- who were ·flooded o ut · . 
udly holdingupthe artic le in For t h e ch ildren, t h e 

songs. Photo : Militant 

crech e o rgani sers la id on 
cartoo r.s in the film tent and 
tri ps out to local c inemas 
and to urist a ttractions (their 
m ain p roblem was keeping 
the ·ad ult ' children out of 
s h owi n gs of Wood y 
W oodpecker!) 

W hi le many of the spor­
ting act i\·ities were cu rta iled 
by th e ra in , o ther ent ertain­
ment carried o n . T he Lo n ­
don team , the ·Bra in Cells ' , 
won the qui z co m petition (a 
r iva l Lo n do n tea m , th e 
· Mentmo ro ns', were knock ­
ed o ut in the first ro und !) . 

And as u s u al th e 
hi ghli ght s of the wee k were 
th~ t \~O club night s, wh ere 
Young Socia li st s made th eir 
own ent e rt a inment , drawing 
o n th e wealth of ta lent 
within th e LPYS . 

This year nearly 600 join­
eel the camp. Judging b y the 
respo nse o f those who came 
fo r the fi rs t time, th ere will 
be ma n y more there next 
year , come sun shine o r ra in . 

Militant v Solidarity 
''The Labour 
Party has moved 
to the left, and I 
have moved to the 
left with it!" 

Comment s such a s th ese 
from David Ennals MP dur­
ing his debat e with Pe te r 
Taa ffe, editor of 'Milit a nt ', 
rai sed m a ny a n eyebrow 
among the Young Sociali st 
audience . 

Thi s d e b a t e was t he 
highlight o f po litical eve nt s 
during the secon d ha lf of the 
wee k at ca mp. David En na ls 
a m e m ber of Soli d arity, 
argued agai nst the po licies 
of ' M ili ta nt '. H owe\·er , t he 
d eba te was so mewha t o ne­
s ided - as Peter Taaffe said, 
"Put ting it mi ld ly, Da,·id 
En nab' \·icws do not corres­
pond with t hose of t h e 
Yo ung Social ist s .' ' 

In putt ing So lida rit y' s 
program me, Da\·icl Enna ls 
o utlin ed a 10-po int pl a n 
wh ich h e be li e\·ed wo ul d 
uni te the party. He said 
So lidarit y M P s wou ld take 
'serious n o te' of po li c ies 
agreed a t Labo ur Party con­
fe rence, b ut sa id they had 
the ' right to d isagree'. He 
d id not be li eq: in ·loyalty 
oath s', rat her the need for 
·free debate' . 

But the Young Sociali st 
a udience took ·serio us note' 
o f David Enn a ls' stateme nts 
o n what would be the reac­
tion of the P arliamentary 

Labour Part y sho uld T o n y 
Be nn be e lected De put y 
Leader o f th e pa rt y . He said 
he fe lt Labour M Ps could 
no t be led b y · ·someone who 
coul d no t com mand th e sup­
port of us in P a rl iamen t." 
He ;a id he w o uld be 
pre p a red perso nn a ll y t o 
make a ·constitution al issue' 
of th is, alt ho ugh he added 
he wou ld not advocate thi s 
road " at th e m o ment" . 

ln conclud ing, he sa id 
Labour cou ld not win unless 
it stood as a united party . 

H owe\-er . Pe te r T aaffe 
exposed some of David En ­
nal s ' 'bedfellows ' i n 
Solidarity, pointing to those 
who had ad\ocatcd wit ch­
h un ts. 

H e also to ld of the I 00 
M P s \l hO came to the sup­
port of Reg Prentice when 
the ra nk and file of the 
New h am No r th Ea s t 
Labour Part\. fought a bat­
tle to remo\·e him ~s Labo ur 
M P . \\' hen Prenticc lost, he 
simply joined the Tory Par­
~~ - and is nO\\ a sitting Tory 
l'viP . Referri ng to the rank 
and fi le LP mem bers of 
New:1am, Peter remarked, 
" How wi e they were!" 

Peter added, " Da\id En­
nals has not understood that 
the shift to the left in the 
Labo u r Party has not hap­
pened by accident or by 
'Mi litant' su p1Jort ers para~ 
ch u ting clown into co nst i­
tuencies and taki ng the m 
0\er-to belie,·e that shows 

co nt e mpt fo r th e labour 
movement. " 

The fa iled pro-capitali st 
polici es of pas t Labour 
government s had been ex­
posed in th e eyes of the rank 
a nd fil e of th e la bo ur move­
ment , h e saiJ , a nd th e 
deepening c ri sis o f British 
capit a lism ha d led ma n y 
Labo ur activists to seein g 
the urgent need fo r socia li st 
p o lici es. 'M ilit a nt ' had 
grow n in s u p p o r t, n o t 
thro ugh conspirac ies, but by 
its su ppo rt e rs patie nt ly ex­
p la inin g o ur ideas a nd pro ­
gramme 0\·er the years . 

Comme n t i ng on t h e 
polic ies now putt'o rwarcl by 
the righ t win g a nd so me 
memers of So lida ritv, Peter 
said it was the same dish that 
had been served up by failed 
Labour government s, b ut 
' picecl up with a fe\1 new 
polic ies in an attem pt to 
take away the bad taste it 
left i n ma n y worke r s' 
mou th s . 

Peter warned of the 
dangers that would face the 
labour mo\·ement if it failed 
to take up the soc ia li s t 
transformati on of socie tv. 
The recent orgy or the Roy~l 
Wedding was no accident, 
he sa id. The forces of teac­
t ion we re being built up in 
thi s country as a cou nt er­
weight t o a fut u re left 
Labour gO\·e rn men t. 

It was great. W hat did I like 
best? T he Militant Readers' 
Meeting , the club night, the 
sport, I enjoyed everything 
really. W hat got me most 
was the atmosphere. There's 
nae bother. You've go t peo­
ple here from every walk of 
life but there 's no hassle . 
E veryone 's o n a n equal 
footin g . 

- G ary A rm strong , 
G ateshead East LPYS 

* 
What surprised me was how 
well organised the camp has 
been . It's run ver Y 
smoothl y , but not fro~ 
above. Rather, everyone 
takes part. I really enjoyed 
the Irish band Crusheen , 
who pla~·ed on the first 
weekend. 

-Frank McDonagh 
South Herts L P YS 

* 
I thin k li ke for m os t 
members, this has been an 
excellent holid ay for me . 
What' s made it is the com­
radely behavio ur. Wh ile the 
social eve nts in the eveni ngs 
have bee n great, I th ink the 
pu b down the road is wort h 
a menti on "ith its scrump~ 
at 40p a pint! 

- Terry Watts 
fro m Erdingt on 

* 
I think the camp has been 
very good . In Sweden , sup­
porters of the M arxist pape r 
'Of f en s iv ' hold similar 
camp s , al t h o ugh t he 
Swedi sh Young Socialis ts 
organisation it self only 
holds such camps every so 
often. I thought the M ilitant 
Reader s ' M eeting v er~· 
good. In Sweden, Marxists 
within the Socialist Party 
are under attack, with sup­
porters of ' Offensiv' being 
expelled. But this week has 
inspired me to fight even 
!under for th e ideas of 
M arxi s m in the S wedi s h 
labour mo vement. 

- M aria Berg 
Swedish Young Socialist 

Summer Camp 
reports by 
Bob Wade 

For me the best debate was 
the seminar on the a rmy and 
t he atti t ud e th e Yo u ng 
Socia li sts sho uld ta ke to 
soldiers . It was a real good 
discussion. On the social 
events, I thought the discos 
in the evening the best. 

- Liz M atthews 
East Clevela nd LPYS 

* It has beom a very good 
balance of politics a nd fun. 
W hat astonished me was 
how highl~ or g ani s ed 
everything was, even in the 
heavy weather. I particular­
ly liked the seminar on the 
monarchy. C oming from 
G ermany , and after seeing 
the Royal Wedding events 
the week before , I was con ­
fused as to why the monar­
chy seemed ' pop ul ar' . But 
afte r the semina r a nd after 
d iscussing wit h the Engli sh 
co mrades. I ha ' e a bette r 
unde rsta nding of the situa­
tio n a nd realise the factors 
im·ol H d. 

- Dieter Janssen 
German Young Social ist 

* 
T he sum mer ca m p proves 
yo u can m ix poli tics '' ith 
pleasure. T he bala nce is j usl 
right; It is iro nic tha t o n 
Wednesda~ , when the ca mp 
spo rt s d a~ was held an d 
t h ere were n o poli t ical 
semin ars in t he afte rn oo n, 
there were quit e a few peo ­
ple le ft wondering "hat to 
do , with nu meet ings to go 
to! 

Fo r me, the be~ t seminars 
were held b~ M ick Brooks 
on the origins of British 
capitali sm. This comra de 
has the a rt of explaining 
things well . Economic sub­
jects can be dry and dustc.­
affairs, but Mkk put s it into 
a language everyone can 
understand, and he has 
quite a sense of humour. 

-Pete M edhurst 
full time official, 

Nat iona l U nion of 
Agricultural and Allied 

Workers 

1-, 

_;~'.t __ . ___ _ 

oVIick Brooks speaking on t he 'Origins o f British---z;;-pita li;-m ' 
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US AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS: 

DEFENDING 
HARD WON 

GAINS 
P A TCO started new 
contract negotia­
tions earlier this year 
for wage im­
provements to pro­
tect living standards. 

Working controllers, who 
are the m ajority an d who 
carry o ut the real a rduo us 
tasks of controlli ng aircraft, 
earn $ 16,000 a year ri sing to 
a maximum for top grades 
of $38 ,000-and call ing for 
workin g hours and ear lier 
ret irement . 

Th e latter demand s 
reflect th e extraordinary 
stress of th eir jobs a nd the 
fact that man y of them 
become medically un fi t by 
the age of 45 a nd e\·en 
lower, well. .befo re the cur­
rent ret irii1·g age of 50. 

Th e \'Olume of air traffic 
in the USA , coup led \\·ith 
th e con stant equipme nt 
fa il ures , put the job high up 
on the league table of 
;;stress and stra in'' occupa­
tions! 

A pro\·is ional agreemelll 
was reached in June by 
PA T CO negotia tors and 
th e Fed er a I A\. i a t ion 
Authority (The FAA is the 
co unt erpart of th e UK Ci\·il 
A\·iatio n Authority) . 

The o ffer was rejected by 
about 95 07o o f the co n­
trollers, but the FAA refu~­
ed to re-open the negotia­
tion s and th e controllers 
decid ed to \\·ithdraw their 
services . 

Despite a hastily obtain ed 
court in j un ction by the 
FAA , the con tro ll ers \\alk ­
ed out. 

Reagan decided to ta ke 
on PATCO. He ob\ io usly 
fe lt (lik e Th atcher with th e 
Civil Sen a n ts) that th ey 
would be a .. push O\·er" 
and an easy \·icto ry would 
intim ida t e orga ni se d 
labo ur , part icul ar ly in the 
publi c sen ·ices in America 
no t to fi ght to defend th ei r 

By Frank Bonner 
and Alistair 
Nicholson 

(CPSA CAA Group EC, 
personal capacities) 

interests again st Reagans' 
ha rsh c ut s in publ ic expen­
diture . 

Massive 
fines 

A US Fede ra l judge in 
Ka nsa > C it y ordered a 
number uf PATCO officials 
to jai l for contempt of 
court. He ru led that the\ 
had \·io la tecl a ~<::mporar\ · 

restraining order again st th e 
strik e. 

T he judge a lso imposed a 
civi l penalty of S IOO,OOO on 
the loca l uni on. T hi s ha, 
been fo ll O\\·ecl up by a 
Federal judge in New Yo rk 
imposin g fines of S IOO,OOO 
(£55 .000) an ho ur . or S2.4m 
a clay on the uni on to apply 
fo r as lo ng as the strike 
lasts . 

Th at wa> on top o f the 
S250.000 a day fine le \ iecl 
by a co urt in \\'ashin gto n a t 
government request. 

Reagan orders 
''sackings" 

The attempts to financial­
ly cripple the union fa iled. 
Reagan then perso nall\· 
decided to a uth o ri se th e 
sacking of the st rikin g con ­
trollers . Di smi ssal notices 
ha\·e begun to be iss ued. 

The rank s of P A T CO 
ha \ e remained firm. Lik e 
Tha tcher. Reaga n has been 
prm·en wrong. The Con­
trolle rs ha \·e show n they a rc 

SOLIDARITY 
CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE ONE 

telegram of "fraternal 
greetings and best wishes 
to their brothers and 
sisters in PATCO." 

The American union 
P A TCO (The Profes­
sional Air Traffic Con­
trollers Association) are 
determined to win their 
claim (see details above), 
despite legal and finan­
cial attacks , the use of 
military personnel and 
the recrutiment of 
strikebreaking force. 

Even though the con­
trollers were released 
from imprisonment 
when they were dismiss­
ed from their posts, the 

struggle is arousing in­
tense interest and sup­
port in the USA and in­
ternationally. 

Even though air traffic 
controllers are a com­
paratively well paid sec­
tion of the working class, 
trade unionists will not 
stand by and see these 
basic rights stripped 
awa)'. 

At the request of the . 
Civil and Public Services 
Association CAA Group 
secretary , John 
Macreadie, repre sen­
tatives of CPSA 

· (representing air traffic 
control assistants) and 
Institute of Proffessionl 
Civil Servants (IPCS) 
representing the con-

no push O\·er, a nd the strike 
now looks ce rtain to be a 
protracted one. 

US support 

PATCO has recei\ed sup­
port from so me gro ups of 
US workers . Howe\·er, the 
AFL-C IO (TUC equi\al ent) 
has not yet in structed a ll US 
union s to obsen ·e th e PAC­
TO picket li nes or organise 
solidarity action. 

The AFL-C IO must seek 
lO black a ll U .S . a irpo rt s 
a nd ra ll y publi c se n ·ice 
work ers in support of the 
Controllers and again st the 
brutal anti-union policies of 
the Go\·ernment and the 
1955 ":..Jo strike" la\\. for 
Federa l empl oyees . 

International 
solidarity 

Sixty US a irport towers 
have already been clo ed. 
50 07o of US com mercial 
flight s h a\·e been cut. 
Passenger le \·e ls have fallen. 
United, th e la rges t a irline in 
the US, has alread y seen a 
drop of 20.000 passengers a 
day indicating passengers ' 
concern O\·er ai r sa fety. 

The strike is costi ng the 
airlines a n es tim ated S35 
millio n a clay. Air tra nspo rt 
is o r \'it a! importance in th e 
USA for both trade and 
comm un ications . 

It costs S 139 to fl y from 
Wa s hin gto n to Los 
Angeles . It \\·ou ld cost you 
more for the pet ro l to d ri\ e 
\·o u r car. There are l.:l ,OOO 
domestic !light s a day cri:,s­
crossin g the country carry­
ing about 3 milli on 
passe ngers . 

Th e co nt ro ll ers' d isput e 

trollers. met to discuss 
the dispute on Friday 7 
August. 

The uni ons decided to 
publici se the di sput e in the 
U K a n d co n s ul t t heir 
members on supporting ac­
ti o n. 

The two union s ha\·e 
pub li c ly exp ressed th e ir 
co ncer n abo ut the safety o f 
air traffic in the USA . Th ey 
are drawing attention to the 
followin g factor s : 

It is now being handl ed 
by unqualifi ed ci\il staff; . = Military personnel un­
qualified for ci \ il systems 
are co ntroll ing li\e tra ffic in 
some airports which handle 
U K generat ed tra ffic, eg 
Los Angeles, Chicago a nd 
New York; 
:::~ Th ey a r e u s in g 
":\lanagement' · staff \\·ho 
have no recent experie nce 
of air traffic control ; 
~ A lso being used are sta ff 

PHOTOS : Above . Striking 
controllers in New York. 
Below: Reagan's W ild West 
answer to trade union action : 
An air traffic controller in 
chains and leg irons. 

1 ai ~ :: s \·ita! q uestion s of th e 
econo mi c recessio n in th e 
USA, the na tu re of the 
Reagan gm·ern m ent, the 
need for trade uni on 
organi sation, int ernational 
A T C soli darit y a nd o nce 
again the need fo r a party of 
labour linked to the trade 
union mo\emen t . 

It a lso gi\·es Br it is h 
\\·or kers a gli mpse of what 
Tha tcher and the bosses 
\\·o uld like to sec in Brit a in . 
A 'Dail y Mail ' edi to ria l (8 
Augu st) call ed for similar 
laws to those being used by 
Reagan to be introduced in 
Britain. 

While the British bosses 
already fear that such a 
mo\·e would see a ge neral 
s trik e a nd the bri ngi ng 
dO\\n of th e Tory go\·ern­
ment, the trade union 
mo\·ement must not be 
taken in by the soothin g 
word s of Prior & Co . 

The objec ti\·es of the 
Briti sh Torie<; and Reaga n 
are the same . 
* R e lease the jailed 

PATCO officials 
* Rein stat e the controller ~ 
* Dro p all charges and 

fines . 
* Victory to the 

Controllers . 
* Defend co n t ro 11 er:S' 

li\·in g sta nda rd s . health 
a nd working co nditi o ns . 

\\·ho ha\\? pre\ iou sly fa iled 
t he strict quali fi cation s 
c rit eri a ei th er med ically o r 
professio na ll y; 
::::. Staff who ha\ e been 
retired on medical grounds 
ha\·e been threatened with 
cesat ion of compensat ion if 
the\ clo no t return to d uty. 
The prese nt situation is ex­
trem ely dangerous a nd had 
so far resulted in 25 near 
colli sio ns in .the USA (3-6 
Augu st). 
::::. The initial training pro­
gramme fo r replace me nt 
co ntrollers o f six month s 
has been shortened to 40 
days and it is the apparent 
intention of the FBA to 
operate a "no fail criteria" 
::::. Many contro ll ers a re 
now ob liged · to work a 
63-hour week, eg the New 
York ATC Centre , th e 
busie st Centre for UK 
passengers to the stat es. 

These facts and the fears 

m·er ai r safety ha\·e a lso 
bee n exp ressed by IFATCA 
(Int ernati o nal Fede rati on of 
Air Tr aff ic Control 
A s;;ociatio ns). IFATCA has 
as ked all national member 
A ssoc iation s to "black 
American regi ste red a ir­
craft'' a nd " no t to clea r 
traffi c int o American 
a irspace". 

Support for <, uch a poli cy 
has come from Canadian. 
Norway a nd Ne\\ Zea land 
Controllers . The Briti ~ h 

union s are no t members o f 
IFAT CA, a ltho ugh thi s is 
now under re\·ie\\ . 

Posit i\·e support has not 
yet been fort hcoming fro m 
the UK Controllers union, 
the IPCS, although the 
CPSA (wh o represent the 
Air Tr af fi c Control 
Assistant s) and the IPCS 
are meetin g again on the 13 
August . 

Recogn is ing that UK 

A T C staff here just come 
out of the le ngth\· C ivi l Ser­
\·icc , rrike.a nd•hat the '> lat e 
of union >t rike funds a re 
preca riou s . the meeting 
mu>t newrtheless agree to 
call on th eir members to 
take di rect act io n to gi\·e 
further <, upport to th e 
America n wo rkers . 

J o int CPSA / I PCS 
m ember s hip meeting s 
sho uld be held urgently lO 

secure support fo r pF.Otest 
action. · 

In th e meantime, the 
unions have called on the 
PSI (Public Senices Inte r­
national) to con\·ene an im­
mediat e international 
meeting o f all ATC uni o ns 
to coo;dinate action. A let­
ter of protest over th e ac­
tion s of th e US Government 
has al >o been sent to the US 
Embassy in London. 



"We cannot for three decades impoverish our 
educational standards by 'progressive' methods 
... advocate the permissive society-,- destroy 
children's respect for their parents, describe the 
lazy 'drop outs' who will not face up to the 
challenge of ordinary living, as 'Idealists' " 

" ... Workers backed by their Trade Unions 
must co-operate with employers to improve pro­
ductivity, production and our competitiveness ... 

" .. . Meantime, our Police forces must be 
strengthened, provided with adequate defensive 
equipment and encouraged to believe that the 
public has faith in them in their difficult 
dangerous job". 

All the above were taken from a recent editorial 
on the riots. The Sunday Telegraph? Or the 
Church Times? No! It was in the AUEW Journal, 
written by AUEW General Secretary Sir John 
Boyd . Amongst contributory factors to the riots, 
he includes 'uncontrolled immigration' and 
'manufactured unrest by professional agitators'. 

Perhaps if trade union right wingers like Boyd 
were to give their backing to workers actions in 
firms like Lawrence Scott, unemployment could 
be defeated. This would be a far better way of 
stopping riots than pious hand wringing. 

And now for a hard luck story to bring tears to the 
eyes! King Juan Carlos of Spain missed out on the 
beanfeast of that wedding because of that 
"diplomatic incident" over Gibralter. As if this 
wasn't tragedy enough, the other night he missed 
out on another banquet! 

He gave his Chef the night off (such a 
benevolent King), and went out to dine. But he got 
caught in a huge traffic jam in Majorca, and 
couldn't get to the restaurant! He had to drive 
home and wait for his chef to return to make him 
an egg on toast. It ' s a hard life being a King! 

The Social Democratic Party obviously intends to 
be at the forefront of the struggle for the libera­
tion of women. Celia Goodhart and Ruth Levy, 
~ho work as organisers for the SDP at its expen­
sive Queen Anne Street HQ in Westminster, are 
among the first nine women ever to be proposed 
for membership of the exclusive Reform Club. 

Ruth Levy told 'The Times' that really she was 
"not a clubby person". It is not for herself that 
she is climbing into this Pall Mall citadel of the 
supposedly radically inclined hangers on of the 
ruling class: "I rather thought of my grand­
children and how it might affect their lives" . It 
sounds like a variant of that old socialist proverb 
"Social Democratic ladies believe in the eman­
cipation of women- one by one, beginning with 
themselves''! 

The SAS action in the Gambia was not the only 
support the Tories gave to dictatorial regimes last 
week. They also sent £1m special aid to the vicious 
miltary junta in El Salvador and they provided a 
new Army Commander fo the Sultan of Oman's 
forces, General Sir Timothy Creasey, former head 
of UK land forces and Ex-Commander Army Nor­
thern Ireland. 

Diary of a 
unknown 
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activist 
A chance purchase of an old 
diary at a jumble sale gives a 
fascinating insight into the 
life of a trade union activist 
in the Bradford/ Leeds area 
in 1909. 

The unnamed 
man's clear, but 
staccato, entries 
show he was a 
member of the 
dyer's union 
employed by a Mr R. 

As a committee member 
of the Independent Labour 
PS~rty (!LP), his union 
branch and Bradford 
Labour Club, he was ob­
viously kept very busy . On 
Christmas Eve 1908: " Set 
off at 12 .00 with the !LP 
choir". 

He lis ts the people visited 
and records "spice cake, 
cheese, tarts, beer and 
spirits at every one. Cigars 
round at H. Slater's. Arriv­
ed home 5.40am. Went to 
bed 11. OOam . " 

When he was not at the 
temperance home, or plan­
ting leeks, or meeting 
'Sara', he was out cycling 
with the Clarion club or 
fund raising for the !LP. 
One entry reads "Nov. 
13th. Rabbit pie supper at 
ILP . 8d per head. Very 
good". 

Numerous entries relate 
to sermons of a Rev. Alwyn 
whch the comrade fo und 
particular ly good . This 
minister was clearly quite 
sympathetic to the labour 
movement, for we learn on 
29th September " Rev . 
Alwyn given not ice for 
preaching socialism." 

A keen collector of 
gramaphone records, he en­
joyed trips to recitals in 
Bradford. He recalls how he 
caught the 11.25pm train 
fro~ Bradford and arrived 

By J Greatrex 
(Penistone 

Labour Party) 

home in Yeadon at 
12.30am. (Bradford had a 
better transport system then 
than it has now!) 

At work he must have 
held the equivalent of con: 
venor status . He is asked to 
find four men for "Mr R." 
He records who is "on sick 
at 8/ -" who is thrown onto 
the club, and who is 
discharged. 

He "engaged 2 wagonet­
tes for the Dyers and 
decorated them for the 
Yeadon carnival." Success 
with his float led to a 
5/ -prize and a shield. There 
is a photograph of him with 
the shield on 25 July. 

His organisational skills 
must have been put to the 
test soon after this . The 
following entries illustrate 
union / management rela­
tions in the run up to the 
traditional Yeadon feast in 
late August. On August 
12th, "Mr R. put notice 
up ' These works will not be 
closed during feast week ' ." 

Saturday 14th " Proces­
sion round Yeadon. Trade 
unionists mass meeting in 
Town Hall Square, Hay­
hunt, Swales, Lockwood" 
(These were the ! LP 
speakers at the protest) . 
18th Wed. "Notice up giv­
ing 3 days holiday." 

A management conces­
sion in the face of mass 
pressure perhaps, though 
not without some repurcus-

Mill w orker in Lancashire 1900s 

sions. 21st Sat : "Mr R. 
wants apologies from dyers 
concerning mass meeting" . 

Anyway , they had the 
three days off. The entries 
of the 23 , 24, 25th of 
August show how well he 
filled the Yeadon Feast holi­
day: 23rd Mon . " Yeadon 
Feast - rained all day." 
24th Tue . " Ada and I went 
to Morecambe" . "Went to 
Haysham" . 25th Wed. 
"Went to York races on 
bike . Got wet though. Card 
sharpers and pickpockets". 
The next day 's entry simply 
records "work at 6.00". 

Finally , he records his in­
volvement in a strike at old 
mill towards the end of 
1909. Whether the issue was 
redundancies or sackings is 
unclear. The dyers commit­
tee held a special meeting on 
18 November and the next 
dax "On strike at old mill ". 

There followed a week of 
intensive acti vity . He 
records how blacklegs were 
escorted into work and 
home again and how he has 
'visited' two black legs. On 
each night of the week he 
records a meeting and on 
Sunday an !LP meeting . A 
week later all the members 
of the dyers agreed to pay a 

6d levy to aid the strikers. 
Such tension built up 

during the strike that a week 
later, in Yeadon, a general 
riot broke out when 
mo'unted police were used. 

Three weeks of strike ac­
tion had turned workers 
outwards and b y 11 
December premises were be­
ing attacked . In particular 
Mr Watson (The mill 
owner?) s uffered the 
workers' wrath . " Watson's 
windows broken . Wife 
escapes in nightdress." 

By Mon. 13th Dec. there 
was a meeting of the con­
ciliation board . The next 
day the strikers had got 24 
men re-instated, with the 
rest to resume ' 'as the op­
portunit y arose". ''Wages 
and conditions to be settled 
between Wat so n and 
Hayhurst " . 

With a week to go before 
Christmas the comrade's 
mind turned to the 
festivities, his 15lb turkey 
and a rest: " 25th Dec. 
Stayed at home all day". 

Here for a change , is the 
diary of an unknown ac­
tivist. These are the real 
heroes, the men and women 
who built up the labour 
movement. 

FIREMEN KNOW THEIR ENEMY 
/ 

The · national strike 
by workers in the 
Fire Service in 1977 
brought about a fun­
damental change in 
our conditions. 

The determination of 
members of the Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) gave 
us the Fire Service Pay For­
mula and the subsequent 42 
hour week. 

The 42 hour week herald­
ed a new dawn in the Fire 
Service. It gave the chance 
for the creation of a large 
number of jobs . 

The . slogans rang out. 
Join the Fire Service-a jo.b 
with a future . However, 
firemen were forced into 
battle again with the advent 
of a Tory government, who 
were not going to recognise 
our new pay policy agreed 
after the 1977 strike with 
the Labour government. 

This time we had TUC 
backing; even our o.fficers 
supported us. The result 

R G Chalmers 
(Strathc!xde FBU) 

looks at Tory plans 
for the Fire Service 

was not the pay formula, 
but as near as dammit. 

This we got by fighting. 
But our battles are not over . 
Tory minister Whitelaw in­
troduced a Green Paper 
looking into the viability of 
reducing Britain's fire ser­
vice by about third of its 
strength. This survey was to 
be conducted by an ad hoc 
committee made up of 
everybody but the Fire Ser­
vice . 

The Tory government 
assured us that this was only 
a "discussion document" 
but the results so far are 
cuts of 1,200 jobs, about 88 
appliances and numerous 
other cuts. Is this the thin 
edge of the wedge? 

The annual FBU con­
ference . passed a policy 
statement spelling out once 

again that any attempts by 
this government to pay off 
one fireman, or to interfere 
in our formula would be 
met with the strngest possi­
ble industrial action. 

We may have to fight. 
Heseltine's attacks on rate 
s upport grant s could 
decimate the public sector if 
they are allowed to happen . 
The Fire Service would 
clearly be a prime target. 

Where are we heading? 
Our manning levels are be­
ing raided to squeeze every 
last penny-but at what 
cost? 

The first half of the year 
saw three firemen's lives 
lost. If these next cuts go 
ahead how long before we 
see multiple deaths of 
firemen and other victims 
of fires. 

The Tories seem willing 
to sacrifice lives as well as 
livlihoods to gain its 
monetarist salvation. We 
are not , we are a 
humanitarian service . 

Britain's firemen wi ll not 

accept this government's 
policies . We' ll fight all the 
way as we learned to in 1977 
and last year to protect jobs 
and our pay. · 

We will fight all the way 
for a Labour government 
committed to real socialist 
policies. 

In doing so we know 
where we are heading. 

'A Fighting 
Programme 
for Firemen' 

Militant pamphlet 

20p ( + 1 Op p&p) 
from World Books 

1 Mentmore Terrace 
London E8 3 PN 
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WTHIAN- STAND FIRM 
In a defiant stand against the 
Tory government, Lothian 
Regional Council has this 
week again refused to cut its 
budget. 

Faced · with. the ( J 
threat of £47 m be- By Pat Craven 
ing withdrawn by ..... ·--------'­
George Younger, 
Secretary of State 
for Scotland, the 
Labour Group has 
so far .. - remained 
u~ in opposition 
~-o cuts in jobs and 

services. 
At Tuesday's 

council meeting, 
Tory, Liberal and 
SDP Councillors 

ment Miscellaneous Provi­
sion (Scotland) Act, they 
are taking the un-
precedented s tep of 
wit hdrawing money in the 
middle of a financial year. 

They will starve the co un­
cil of vital cash, needed to 
pay wages and purchase 
supplies. They are deter­
mined to co mpel a Labour 
Council to become it s a.11ent 

failed in their at- _L_A_B_O_U_R_P_A_R_T_Y_ 
tempt to carry out YOUNG 
cuts of £26m and 
distribut~ it back to SOCIALISTS 
the rate payers. 

Now the Tories 
will start withdraw­
ing the £47m, at the 
rate of £1.Sm every 
week until Ap,ril 
1982. This will 
plunge the Council 
into severe financial 
crisis. 

Lothian Region has in­
furiated the Tories by main­
taining the highest levels of 
services in Scotland . They 
have at least partiall y offset 
some of the effect s of the 
economic recession and the 
governmen t's assault on li v· 
ing standards. 

Thatcher and Younger 
want to make an example of 
them . Already they have 
reduced the le ve l or 
Government financial sup­
port to the lowest perce n­
tage in the country. Now, 
under the new local govern-

'Youth against the 
dole demonstration' 

Saturday 22nd August 
Assemble llam West 

Pilton Park, Edinburgh 
Rally 2pm Leith 

Academy Duke St. 
Speakers Eric Clark 

NUM, Ron Brown MP 
plus the 'Trial of Maggie 
Thatcher.' 

and drive down living stan­
dards. If necessary they will 
barrkrupt it rather than see 
social servi ces maintained at 
their present level. 

They must not be a llowed 
to succeed. The Labour 
Councillors were due to 

·meet as we went to print. It 
would be a terrible set back, 
if in response to Younger's 
attack , they were now to cut 
back their budget after all. 

Ther e have been 
references by some coun-

Local 
workers 
support 

The following resolution 
was discussed and passed b~· 
the No 1 Edinburgh Branch 
of the National Union of 
Public Emplo)·ees on 7 
August. 

"This branch recognises 
the serious and imminent 
threat to jobs and services 
within the Lothian Regional 
Council caused by Tory cut­
backs in the rate support 
grant. If Youngers' pro­
posals are implemented, up 
to 15,000 jobs would be in 
jeopardy. 

"This branch applauds 
the stand taken by the 
Labour Group in facing up 
to the Tory onslaught and 
resolves to give the Labour 
Council its full industrial 
backing as follows:-

" 1. An all out strike of 
regional employees im­
mediately any employee in 
issued with a redundancy 

notice, any post is abolished 
without trade union agree­
ment or wages cannot be 
paid. 

"2. For no compromise 
with the Tories and fight for 
no cuts, no redundancies 
and no job losses. 

''3. For the establishment 
of a standing joint shop 
stewards commilte to meet 
on a regular basis as 
necessary" 

The resolution has been 
sent to the Scottish TUC. 
NUPE's Executive, Edin­
burgh Trade Council, 
Lothian Labour Group, the 
Lothian Joint Trade Union 
Action Commiltee,and the 
Labour Party's National 
Executive. 

By Graham 
Wilson 

(NUPE, Edinburgh No 
I branch) 

Lothian Day of Action , 30 June 1981 Photo : M Tate 

cillors to "bein11 in a dif­
ferent ball game';'' after the 
Tories withdraw the cash. 
An article in ·Labour 
Weekly' last week reported 
that then the Labour Coun­
ci llors wou ld be prepared to 
cut, having hopefully pinn­
ed the blame on the Tories. 

This policy has never 
been agreed or even propos­
ed at any Labour Group 
meeting . If it represe nt s the 
secret thoughts of one or 
two councillors, then the 
group must emphatically 
disown them, because it is 
not "a different ball 
game". Cuts implemented 
before or after Younger 
s tarts withdraw in g the 
money, will have exactly the 
same serious effect on jobs 

and services. 
To back down now just 

when the labour movement 
is rallying rou nd the Coun­
cil would be a disaster. The 
Lothian Region Joint Trade 
Union Committee has 
declared that it will call all 
out st rike action if jobs are 
threatened. (Also see 
resolution this page). The 
Labour Party Scottish Ex-. 
ecutive is organising a 
demon s tration on 12 
September. If the Labour 
Group climbs down now, 
this growing movement of 
support and so lidarit y. 
would be dealt a severe 
blow. 

It will certain ly be no . 
answer to put forward a 
smaller package than the 

Tories (£10 m has been talk­
ed about) and argue for the 
lesser of two evils. Younger 
would never agree to such a 
package and the group 
would have started down 
the slippery slope of haggl­
ing over how much to cut. 

Most important of a ll , a 
climb down now would deal 
a savage blow against 
building national opposi­
tion to the Tories. 

If a principled stand of 
no cuts is maintained 
Lothian could become the 
in spiration for Labour 
Councils throughout Bri­
tain . If Lothian hold out 
these other councils who are 
now fixing their budgets for 
the next financial year will 
have no excuse for not 

PRESS GLAMOURISE 
SAS THUGS 

"Maggie orders SAS 
to rescue,'' pro­
claimed the 'Daily 
Express' as it went 
into raptures over 
the successful in­
tervention of Bri­
tain's elite killer 
squad against left­
wing rebels in the 
Gambia. 

Yet only the day 
before the same 
paper had denounc­
ed foreign in­
terference in Britain, 
with its ludicrous 
'exclusive' claim that 
Soviet embassy of­
ficial, Victor Lazine, 
was 'The red behind 
the riot'. 

And the 'Express' belief 
that the crisis in British 
society co uld all be blamed 
on a few Russian spies was 
as much a fairy. tale as their 
portrayal of the SAS as 
heroic deler.ders of civilisa­
tion again st crazed African 
'Marxists'. 

For the SAS were sent in­
to the Gambia to perpetuate 
the twenty-year long corrupt 
rule of Dawda Jawara . 
Whilst Jawara was 

By Jim 
Chrystie 

junketing in London at the 
royal wedding the country's 
para-military police force 
took control and proclaim­
ed that the Gambia would 
now be following 1he path 
of 'revolutionary socialism'. 

The mass of the popula­
tion welcomed the change as 
all that capitalism had of­
fered them was deepening 
poverty. One of the poorest 
countries in Africa with a 
per capita income of less 
than £40 a year, the Gambia 
has been devastated by the 
international recession. 

The increasing cost of im­
port s, the oi l price rise, 
declining revenue from 
to urism has gone hand in 
hand with a fa ll in earnings 
from groundnuts, the main 
export earner, as production 
has declined from 132,000 
tons in 1973 to 78,000 tons 
this year. 

Neighbouring Senegal, 
which borders the Gambia 
on three sides and is itself 
facing severe economic pro­
blems, quickly sent in its ar­
my to crush the new regime 
which threatened the rule of 
business and to prevent the 

contagion of revolt from 
spreading. And with them 
went the SAS as a speciali st 
squad to release hostages. 

None of the hostages were 
harmed by the rebels. When 
one of President Jawara' s 
wives became ill they took 
her along to the hospital. 

A British doctor persuad­
ed the para-military to leave 
their weapons outside the 
building and inside they 
were captured by armed 
SAS troops . This was the 
'heroic' action painted in 
glowing terms by the ' Daily 
Express' and the rest of 
Fleet Street . 

The SAS intervention in 
the Gambia continues their 
lengthy record of interven­
tion to help colonial or dic­
tatorial regimes. The y 
fought against socialists in 
Malaysia, Borneo, Oman 
and most recen tly under­
took widespread assassina­
tion of Republicans in Nor­
thern Ireland. 

For years their vicious ac­
tivities were kept secret. But 
their exposure on TV during 
last year's Iranian Embassy 
siege has led to attempts by 
the bosses' media to 
g lamour ise the SAS as 
'superhuman ' tough men . 

Last week the press 
reported the intensive train­
ing undertaken in the Welsh 

following their lead. 
Faced with the threat of 

·100 Lothians, the Govern­
ment would be unabl e to 
continue its attacks. The 
combined strength of the 
labour movement can force 
the government to retreat. 

No compromise . 
No cuts in jobs and ser­

vices. 
All out industrial action 

if the Tories deprive the 
council of money for wages. 

Full support for the 
Labour Party demonstra­
tion on September 12th. 

Na tional action to 
mobilise the entire labour 
movement behind Lothian 
Regional Council. 

mountains by the SAS, but 
forgot to report that three 
SAS trainees had lost their 
lives in thirteen months on 
such courses. And in their 
glamourising of the SAS 
rescue of the Iranian Em­
bassy hostages they toned 
down the attempts by the 
SAS to drag the terrorists 
back into the ' Embassy, 
after the siege, to exec ute 
them . 

Activi sts in the labour 
movement must not be mi sl­
ed by the bosses' attempts to 
glamourise the speciali st 
band of killers. Their activi­
ty and record stands as a 
direct threat again s t a 
labour movement attemp­
ting to carry out fundamen­
tal social change. 

In· future they could be us­
ed against activists in Bri­
tain, as they have been used 
elsewhere. It is essential that 
the next Labour govern­
ment disbands this squad of 
brutalised killers. 
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India is on the threshold of 
a new period of bitter class 
struggle. Mrs Gandhi's 
Congress government faces 
an explosive movement of 
the working class to defend 
their living standards 
against soaring inflation 
and countless other 
pressures. 

In an attempt to arm 
itself, the government has 
passed a decree to ban 
strikes in "essential ser­
vices", to dismiss strikers 
and strike organisers, to ar­
rest them without warrant 
and try them at summary 
trials headed by 'special' 
magistrates. 

Also workers who refuse 
to work -overtime can be ar­
rested, as well as workers 
whose conduct is "likely to 
result in cessation or 
substantial reduction of 
work in any essential ser­
vice" (e.g . working to rule). 
Even donating money to 
strikers is now a criminal 
offence. 

Transport, banking, oil, 
hospitals and telecom­
munications are all 
classified as "essential ser­
vices". The punishment for 
strikes is six months in 

It was a mass move­
ment of the ex­
ploited and the op­
pressed in West 
Bengal which paved 
the way for the Left 
Front government, 
led by the Com­
munist Party of In­
dia (Marxist) to take 
over the state 
government. 

The bloody repression of 
Indira Ghandi from 1972 to 
1977 forced the toiling 
mas ses to mobili se 
themselves and come out on 
to the street s to demand 
their bread and butter and 
other democratic right s. 

The wrath of the masses 
could have been moulded 
into a revolutionary passion 
to bring about a qualitative 
change of society. The 
horizon was bright with 
signs of socialis t revolution, 
if the left leadership had 
been prepared to take up 
the gauntlet. 

Instead the leadership 
held back the st ruggle to an 
innocent demon st ration 
through the ballot boxes. 
The tremendous crystalisa­
tion of mass discontent was 
dispersed in the election of a 
left front in West Bengal. 

The Left Front on the eve 
of the election produced an 
election manifesto in which 
it pledged to redress the 
most pressing needs of the 
toiling mass, but at the 
same time making it clear 
that its powers were limited 
powers and so everything 
would depend upon the co­
operation of the central 
government. 

In the first phase, when 
the Janata Party was in 
power at the centre, the left 
front blew hot and cold . It 
was very vocal but took 
every precaution to 
characterize the Janata 
government as friendly and 
well meaning. 

But rumblings of protest 
could be heard against cen­
tral government. The most 
popular issue which the left 
front picked up during this 
period was the relation bet­
ween central government 

e 
e 

prison plus a fine. Strike 
organisers will be sentenced 
to a year's imprisonment 
plus a fine. 

Trade union meetings are 
being called all over the 
country to protest against 
these measures. In the com­
ing trial of strength between 
the organised workers and 
the reactionary Congress {I) 
government the leadership 
of the Indian workers will 
be put to the greatest test. 
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Reports recei ved from 
correspondents in India 
vividly illustrate the crisis in 
Indian society, the struggles 
in different parts of the 
country and the policies of 
the worker's leadership. 
From these experiences vital 
conclusions can be drawn 
for the period ahead which 
need to be absorbed not on­
ly by working class fighters 
in India but also by their 
comrades in every part of 
the world. 

The first report deals with 
West Bengal under its Left 
Front government led by 
the Communist Party of In­
dia (Marxist). It shows the 
disastrous consequences of 

• reformist policies within a 
rotting capitalist system. 

The masses fight 
The leaders retreat 

Peasants in a land 

grab in W. Bengal 

By our correspondent 
from India. 

and the stat es. 
In theory India is a 

federal, quasi-liberal state . 
In reality state power in In­
dia is highly centralised . All 
effecti ve powers are vested 
in central government and 
the provinces depend on 
central government for 
practically everything. 

The Left Front govern ­
ment of West Bengal started 
a campaign to reverse th is 
oppressive relationship . It 
demanded more power for 
provincial government s in 
planning and mobili si ng 
economic resources, to 
enable them to do 
something positive for their 
areas. 

The Janata government 
turned a deaf ear. The Left 
Front made propaganda but 
no attempt was made to 
launch vigorous mass ac­
tion. 

It may be said that the de­
mand for decentralisation 
was largely rhetoric. But it 
had one useful effect. It 
made the people more 
aware of the nature and 
content of state power in 
India. 

During this period al so, 
workers in West Bengal 
went into action both in the 
industrial and agricultural 
sectors. Although these 
movement s were never 
allowed to gather momen­
tum, the toiling mass were 
having a taste of their own 
power. 

Under this pressure fro m 
below, the left front govern­
ment carried out some 
popular reforms. After an 
interval of nearly fourteen 
years Panduyat (village 
council) elections were held, 
in which the Left Front was 
very successful. 

The LF government also 
took steps to ensure the 
rights of share-croppers . A 
monthly dole of about £3 
was introduced for the 
unemployed. 

In government-controlled 

and aided schools, students 
were exempted from paying 
fees. The police were 
restrained from interfering 
in democratic movements. 
More indust rial disputes 
were resolved in favour of 
the workers. More efficient 
relief measures were taken 
for victims of floods. 

At the same time, con­
scious efforts were made to 
play down the mass move­
ment. Still, under the 
Janata Party regime, the 
Left Front government of 
West Bengal exuded an air 
of confidence and some 
boldness. 

The sit uation changed 
dramatically with the return 
to power of Mrs Indira 
Ghandi . The confidence 
a nd boldness of the Left 
Front received a serious 
jolt. All of a sudden the fear 
of being dislodged gripped 
the Left Front, which took 
up a defensive posi tion . 

On the other hand, the 
lumpenproletariat, unorga­
nised, unemployed, and 
frustrated yo uth s under the 
banner of Congress (I) 
began to assert themselves. 
The attempt of Congress (I) 
to terrori se the masses 
which was eloquently ex­
posed in a Bangla Bandh 
engineered by Congress on 
3 April 1981. The lobbing 
of crackers and molotov 
cocktails by lu mpen s 
resulted in a number of 
deaths. But the Left Front 
sought to counter this, not 
by organising all-out mass 
action, but only by pro­
paganda. 

Since Mrs Gandhi 
became Prime Minister of 
India, the Left Front has 
become more subdued . The 
only thing worrying it is its 
own premature exit from 
power . 

This anxiety has become 
so dominant that the Left 
Front is trying to contain all 
sorts of movements. The 
demand to rationalise the 

Begging in Calcutta 

relation between the central 
government and the states is 
no longer heard . 

The Left Front is trying 
to drive home the idea that 
mass struggles will be 
treated by Mrs Gandhi's 
government as a pretext to 
topple the Left Front from ' 
so-called power. For them 
the prime need is to stick to 
power and that can only be 
done they claim, if there is 
no serious mass movement. 

In other words, the Left 
Front in West Bengal is try­
ing to hang on to power by 
appeasing Mrs Gandhi and 
not by relying on the 
masses . Mrs Gandhi, on the 
other hand, is shrewd 
enough to learn from past 
experience. So, instead of 
making the Left Front mar­
tyrs in the eyes of the 
masses, she is slowly 
discrediting it by cutting 
financial aid from central 
government . 

Thus for instance, the 
Left Front has had to scut­
tle the food-for-aid pro­
gramme, because central 
government refused to give 
wheat. For want of funds, 
the modest dole to the 
unemploHd is beng 
withdrawn . 

Various laws passed in 
West Bengal state assembly 
are not being given consent 

by central government. The 
Left Front, in stead o( fac­
ing the challenge boldly by 
mobilising mass struggle , is 
simply blaming the central 
government in press 
statements and speeches. 

The people are gradually 
losing confidence in the 
Left Front, tired of listening 
to hackneyed propaganda 
of central government con­
spiracy when · these com­
plaint s are not backed up by 
action. 

At present, West Bengal 
is virtually the only state 
where law and order"is more 
or less maintained . In­
dustrial struggles are less 
acute, and no movement 
challenges the authority of 
Mrs Gandhi. West Bengal is 
less troubled than any state 
governed by Congress (!), 
so Gandhi at the moment 
hasn't the slightest intention 
of toppling the Left" Front 
government . 

But the leaders of the 
Left Front are in mortal 
fear of being toppled. For 
this reason, the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), 
the leading partner of the 
Left Front in West Bengal, 
even supported the Con­
gress (I) government in 
Assam for a few months. 

In this situation, the 
fighting mood of the masses 

is being sapped. They are 
being lulled to sleep, which 
will make them demoralised 
and easy victims to the 
repression which has 
already been unleashed by a 
Mrs lndira Gandhi. Strikes 
have been banned in so­
called essential services, a 
repressive National Security 
act has been passed and 
sim ilar measures will 
fo llow. 

So if we judge the perfor­
mance of the Left Front 
government from a working 
class viewpoint, then it must 

· be said that it has under­
mined the workers' strug­
gle. This is a great danger 
for the toiling peoples as a 
whole . 

But the outlook is far 
from pessimistic. The rank 
and file of the various left 
parties are gradually realis­
ing the bankruptcy of the 
existing leadership. This is 
goading them to build up a 
revolutionary leadership for 
the struggles that lie ahead . 
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Competing for 
povertv 
Dear Comrades, 

A few months ago I wrote 
to tell you how my 16 year 
old sister was ruthlessly 
thrown onto the dole after a 
serious illness. 

Luckily, she was able to 
find a job in a hotel through 
YOPs. After the six months 
training, she was given a 
certificate saying that her 
attendance had been 'fairly 
good' (though she had only 
missed one day's work in 
that per.iod) . 

Then she was told th e 
hotel coufd only afford to 
employ one of the two 
YOPs trainees on a perma­
nent basis and they would 
have to compete for that 
job over the next month. 
What a disgrace! To put 
two young people in com­
petition for a job! 

Against all the odds (the 
family of th e other trainee 
are friends of one of the 
hotels directors) she even­
tually got the job and is now 
working 40 hours a week to 
bring home the princely 
sum of £34 . But these 40 
hours aren ' t a normal week 
by any standards . 

Some days begin at 7am 
and end at llpm, with only 
a couple of hours break . 
Others don't end until · 
2.30am, a terrible situation 
when you start all over 
again at 7am. 

Not surprisingly, thi s 
establishment is not 
unioni sed, and all attempts 
to change that situation 
have been ac ti ve ly 
discouraged by the manage­
ment. 

The sooner we end the 
system where this can exist, 
the better it wil be for all 
concerned. 

Yours fraternally, 
Steve Black 
Washington LPYS 

I 

Grim faced 
army of police 
Comrades, 

In the recent police riot s 
in Toxteth, the small petty 
events have often annoyed 
more than the big act s of 
brutalit y. 

Aft er the first . wave of 
fightin g died down, the 
people in my sis ter ',S' street 
decir' i to huild a den for 
the .1ds to play in . 
Evervbodv had a lot of fun 
mak(ng a hut out of the vast 
amount s of debri s lvin!!. 
around. , · · -

W1th a touch that pro,·ed 
ironic , they painted it red , 
white , and blue in honour 
of the royal wedding. 

You can imagine 
everyone's surprise some 
night s later when a gang of 
cops knocked on my sister 's 
door and threatened to 
wreck every house in the 
street unless the den was 
demolished . They spen t the 
rest of the night marching 
up and down shouting 
threats and obscenities. 

The next day the den was 
\ pulled down and used as 
furniture in a street party . 

The media made much of 
the cheerful Mr Plods lining 
the route to St Paul' s for 
the royal wedding, but 
forgot to mention the grim­
faced army occupying Tox,.­
teth. 

Fraternally, 
Jake Shepherd 
Breckfield Labour Party 

Gutter 
press 
Dear Comrades, 

The editorial of the Wol­
verhampton Express and 
Star on 24 July concerned 
Tony Benn and 'unilat­
eralism'.-

The editor puts the ques­
tions, "Does he really think 
we can contract out .of a 
holocaust, or that Russia 
will disarm simply because 
Britain does? 

"Or does he, more likely , 
believe that the capitulation 
of Britain \VOuld bring the 
world socialist Utopia that 
much more th eoret icall y 
nearer?" 

The inference is clear 
enough; Ton y Benn want s 

Exploitation 
Experience 

Dear Comrade, 
What a farce the latest 

measures by the Thatcher 
government are. They say 
they will help the youth of 
this countr~· , but what they 
are doing is creating an ar­
my of cheap labour. It's an 
incentive for the bosses. 

If we look at it. 
employers paying under 18 
year olds less than £40 per 
week are to get a weekly 
subsidy of £IS . This will 
undermine the workers in 
their struggle for a decent 
living wage. 

Another 100.000 places 
on the YOP scheme. What 
training is this. being taught 
to push a broom around or 
something similar for 
£23.50 per week? 

We all want the youth to 
have training but someth ing 
that will be beneficial, a 

No backsliding 
Dear Comrade, 

John Goleman 's letter 
concerning the heckling of 
Neil Kinnock at this year's 
South Wales gala (i ssue 563) 
completely misses the point 
made by Meirion E'ans 
(560) . 

The election of the depu­
ty leader of the Labour Par­
ty offers Part y members a 
clear choice between the 
policies of diluted That­
cherism rep.resented by 
Healey, and the spciali st 
policies endorsed by suc­
ces s ive conferences , 
represented by Tony Benn . 

To his shame Kinnock 
has refused to support 
Benn . I can understand 
right wing Labour MPs sup­
porting Healey (everyone 
should have the chance of 
one death wish), but for the 
life of me I cannot unders­
tand why a so-called ' left ' 
MP should take the posi­
tion Kiqnock does. 

That is the real issue 
behind Meirion's original 
letter, which Comrade 
Goleman avoids in his let­
ter. 

As Comrade Goleman 
seems interested in evoking 
the memory of previous 
speakers at South Wales 
miners galas, may I quote 
from Nye Bevan who 
regularly spoke at the gala 
and was never heckled . 
Bevan's advice to Richard 

Britain to disarm so the 
Russians can take over! 

This scandalous libel is an 
example of the depth s to 
which the capitalist press is 
prepared to sink . 

Surely every person with 
a grain of intelligence 
should be asking himself 
why the capitalist-control­
led media make such scur­
rilous attacks on the Left, 
and why, at the same time , 
they give s·uch tremendous 
publicity to the 'Social 
Democrats', both inside 
and outside the Labour 
Party . 

For the sake of the 
Labour Part y? For 
'freedom'? For 'the cou n­
try'? 

Yours fraternall y, 
Jim Parkes, 
Walsall 

skill that will benefit them 
and the country. 

The company I work for 
is not fully unionised. We 
are recognised and have 
about 60% membership and 
it 's a hard job trying to con­
vert the Tory-minded. 

Just recently we had to 
shed eight filling and pack­
ing operators, which was 
done through natural 
wastage. The next thing I 
knew we had one or two 
schoolboys working on the 
lines. When I enquired I 
was told they were on Work 
Experience. 

The last schoolbo~- taken 
on said he was fifteen years 
old, and had 1 year and 
three months to do at 
school. He then told me he 
was paid only his bus fares, 
dinner and snacks. 

This is a disgrace with so 
man~- on the dole queue . 

Yours fraternal!~· , 

Mike Wright 
Plymouth 

Crossman in 1955 is most 
re le' ant to Kinnock and 
other 'left' MPs today who 
choose to backslide on the 
deputy leadership issue: 

"In moments of crisis 
when the kni,·es are out. 
eq uivocation is tantamount 
to treachery." 

Yours fraternally, 
Andrew Price 
Cardiff SE CLP 

Class ridden 
pay structure 
Dear Comrades, 

I think the time is right 
for the Labour Party Young 
Sociali sts wj th ·the rest of 
the labour and trade union 
movement, to start a cam­
paign against low pay in thi s 
country. All too frequently 
the rates ad,·ertised in Job 
Centres are below the legal 
minima set by wages co un­
cils . . 

While I am in favour of 
Labour' s plan to implement 
a decent national minimum 
wage, it wou ld be to our ad­
,·antage if we made our 
vo ice 's heard against 
employers who use the 
recession as an excuse for 
payng out poverty wages to 
millions uf people. It must 
be obvious to all Militant 
supporters that we can't 
achieve socialism while we 
have a class-ridden pay 
structure in our society. 

Yours sincerely 
James Nugent (Jnr.) 
Croydon South CLP 

From: William 'n'h itlock, MP 

Xr . P . Jack son, 

William Whitlock's letter 
t o Basford tenants 

lsc August, 1981 

-

723 , Polrnont Hill Court 
Old Sasford, 
!'iottingham. 

Dear Hr . Jackson, 

Thank you for your l etter in "'hich you complain about the 
pro'::Jlem of damp in the flats at Old B.asford . 

As I have previously pointed cut to you , I arn not one of >·ou r 
Councillo rs and as a ~ember of Parliament I have no authority • .. -hatsoever 
over the Council. Council problems should be taken t o Councillors. 

Again as 1 h.s.ve prc ... iously pointed out to you, t he Conservative 
Government has a large majority in the House of Commons and it does not 
matter how many times the Labour ~embers of Parliament speak against and 
vote against Governnen t policies , the Government obtains a majority for 
those policies . The British electora te gave the Government that majority 
at the last electi on and on ly another election can change that situation. 

We won't wait 
two years 
Dear Sir , 

I am writing -to you for 
the tenants in Basford flats . 

The flats are causing a 
problem to many people: 
when it rains, water seeps 
in, so damp spreads. It is 
going to cost £1 1/2 million to 
repair. 

The council has asked 
thi s government for help , 
but it is sticking to its 
policy-so no money. The 
tenants will have to put up 
with it or find somewhere 

Bricks in 
the bank 

Dear Mili tanT , 
The .Militant has carried 

some excellent articles o,·er 
the past few years on hous­
ing, graphically highlighting 
the plight of the homeless. 
The fact s and figures you 
produce ha,·e no doubt 
helped every reader to argue 
the case for a socialist hous­
ing poli cy . 

You will therefore ap-

The Mad 
Monk's bus ride 
Dear Comrades 

On Saturday I saw Sir 
Keith Joseph on a London 
Transport No 22 bus 
travelling down the King's 
Road. 

I was staggered by his 
casual manner- he is after 
all one of the most hated 
men in Britain. He asked 
the bus conductor, "Can I 
go as far as I like for 25p?" 

He got off the bus in the 
expensive part of Chelsea 
and strolled down a side 
street, no doubt dreaming 
of strikers in chains. If we 
gave him 25p hopefully he 
would go to hell. 

Yours 
Bob Chesterman 

else to live. 
So many flats stand emp­

ty because they are not- fit to 
live in. The cost of keeping 
them empty is put onto the 
tenant s. 

The work can be done, 
and people will be able to 
move in . But till the govern­
ment give the money to the 
council, the flat s must stand 
empty. 

I wrote to our MP, 
William Whitlock (see repl y 
below). 1 feel very strongl y 
about this: to think that a 
Labour MP can say he has 
no connection with the local 
council! 

I fully understand that 

preciate the up-dating of 
these figures as th e crisis 
deepens. Th e Sunday Times 
(12 July), in an article entitl­
ed "Anyone want to build 
50,000 houses" publi shed 
the following fig ures . 

The stockpile in Britain 
as a whole for the first 
quarter of the year is 1; 152 
million-and that, they say 
is a gross under estimation. 

The stockpile of un­
wanted cement now totals 
I , 100,000 tons. 

Council house start s were 
only 13 , 100 in JanuarY to 
May this year; half the 
number of for the same 

the Tories have a majority 
in the House of Commons, 
but I would like to see some 
action this year, not in two 
years time . 

We must fight to · get 
housing repairs done, and 
to get the Tories out. It was 
the Labour Party we voted 
in. Didn't we vote for 
William Whitlock to work 
as an MP, helping us with 
our problems, not to spend 
time criticising the 
Militants? 

Yours faithfully, 
P. Jackson 
North Nottingham 
Labour Party 

period last year. 
Unemployed building 

worker s now total 
425,000-nearly half a 
million. 

What was the reaction of 
the London Brick Com­
pany? A spokesman said 
" Running a brick bank is 
something we ha,·e practi s­
ed through a number of 
recessions.'' 

We can only endorse 
Labour's reaction in 
describing thi s situation a~ 
"obscene". 

Fraternally, 
Mike Footer, ' 
Grimsby 

Expanding Sun­
no joy for workers 

Dear comrades, 
The front page of ' The 

Sun' (3 / 8 / 81) was 
dominated by the earth­
shattering headline that 
average daily sales during 
July had reached 4,109,000. 

The Sun is not a 
newspaper that is slow to 
criticise 'greedy workers', 
as it will undoubtedly do if 
the railway workers go on 
strike and as it did with the 
civil servants etc. Consider­
ing this record the end of 
this front page article is 
quite interesting. 

It says 'we are having ter­
rible trouble keeping pace 
with demand . So we beg 

you, dear reader to place a 
regular order with your 
newsagent , otherwise you 
could be disappointed .' 

Ob viously the 'Sun' 
bosses hadn't thought of 
keeping pace with demand 
by expanding their produc­
tion facilities with their 
huge profits and providing 
jobs for unemployed 
printers. That would, of 
course, be too expensive . 

Yours fraternally 
Clive Walder 
(Hove LPYS) 

WRITE TO MILITANT 
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Nearly £1,000 in 'ac­
tual money' as well 
as over £115 in IOUs 
from the LPYS 
Summer Camp 
helped to make this 
week's total of 
£2,381 the sort of 
sum it should be 
every week. 

But if the £1,400 collected 
(excluding the camp) can be 
raised for us in a week ,.,·hen 
hundreds of comrades are 
away on holiday, this only 
goes to show what can be 
done in a "normal " week 
by all our supporters. 

A Sus se x supporter 
writes, '' It is with great 
pleasure that I enclose a 
cheque for £100 for the 
Fighting Fund . The money 
comes from part of the pro­
ceeds of a will left by a 
reader of Militant who 
never had a lot of money 
himself, but what little he 
did possess would give will­
ingly to~ards the fight fo r a 
socialist. society ... " And 
similar ~urns have come 
from a West of Scotland 
Militant Supporters Disco. 

£121.50, with still more 
promised , from the ' Drif­
field Dance' Disco, has 
helped the Humberside line 

Received o/o of target achie,·ed 
Target Target 
10 Oct for year 

By Steve 
Cawley 

on our chart over the half­
way mark. Oxford sup­
porters also sent us £120, of 
which £80 came from a suc­
cessful jumble sale. Thanks 
to TGWU 5/ 909 branch for 
their £20 donation, to Darl­
ington bus drivers Derek 
and Harry for donating the 
£ 16 earned on 29 July, and 
to Newcastle readers for £26 
raised on a bus trip on the 
same day. 

Mer sey side trade 
unioni st s (member s of 
NA LGO , SOGAT , 
USDA W and IRSF) con­
tributed £14, and amongst 
the LPYS branches assisting 
u s thi s week were 
Wakefield, Burnley's Le ft 
Di sc uss ion Group, and 
Manchester Wy1henshawe, 
who are also supporting the 
Lawrence Scott dispute and 
Ton y Benn 's campaign 
fund. Is your LPYS branch 
prepared to help us? 

Keep the momentum go­
ing! Make your contribu­
tion straight away! 

3850 
3640 
2450 
5320 
3360 
3850 
4060 
4620 
6020 
3080 
5250 
4970 
2450 
1820 
3220 
6020 
6300 
8750 

7100 
5500 
5200 
3500 
7600 
4800 
5500 
5800 
6600 
8600 
4400 
7500 
7100 
3500 
2600 
4600 
8600 
9000 ....... 

TARGET FOR YEAR· £120,000 

HARLOW: Fascists 
turn tail 

An attempt by the 
Fascist British 
Movement on 1 
August to march 
from Harlow Town 
Station to the town 
centre, ended in a U 
turn before they 
reached any built up 
areas. 

Thwarted from holding 
an y marches in major in­
dust rial towns the fascists 
obviously hoped to suceed 
in a New Town like Harlow. 
They were spurred on no 
doubt by the thought that 
the skin-head band at the 
Southall riots come from 
Harlow and that growing 
unemployment lea ves a 
whole layer of young people 
rejected, demoralised and 
frustrated with the set up . 

Saturday sho wed them 
the extent of their support. 
Only 16-18 turned up and 
they were alJ from outside 
~he town. 

Over 100 turned up on a 
labour moverr ~nt counter 

By a 
correspondent 

demo, in spite of being peak 
holiday week in Harlow. 
Police had been bussed in 
by the coachful. 

In spite of their derisory 
number the Fascist s tried to 
march behind a St George 
flag , escorted by police 
three deep. When the 
labour movement blocked 
the road , they were forced 
round , over the parkland . 

Just as the first signs of 
human habitation were 
sighted, the march did a 
quick about turn and back 
to the station. A terrific 
cheer went up fro m the 
demo. A complete victory; 
all over in twent v minutes. 

The fasci sts ·rushed to 
catch a train, the police 
returned to their fleet of 
buses, and feeling much 
lighter in ~oirit and more 
confidt:nt tr.e labour move­
ment marchers re turned to 
their homes. 

GMWU: Consulting the members? 
The General and 
Municipal Workers 
Union have decided 
to consult the 
membership as to 
whom the union 
should support in the 
Labour Party deputy 
leadership contest. 
But the consultation 
will only take place 
with the Re2ional 
Councils (10 in -all). 

A Regional Council con­
sists of I delegate per I ,000 
members in the Region , 
elected on a region-wide 
ballot. The delegates repre­
sent the Region , not their 
own branches, yet union rules 
expressly fo rbid anyone at­
tending branch meetings 
other than their own, so who 
would Regional Council 
members consult with to 
ascertain the membership's 
views? 

What about those branches 
who do not have a member 
on the Regional Council? 

There are over 3,000 bran­
ches in the G&MWU, yet the 
10 regional councils consist 
of approximately nine hun­
dred members . 

The decisions made by the 
Regional Councils will vi r­
tually be based on the in­
dividual views of Regional 
Council members. It has been 
suggested that branches could 
write to their Region! 
Secretary expressing a view . 
What use is this? It will not 
affect the vote taken by the 
Regional Council. 

We must campaign for a 

conference to be called in 
each Region-to which every 
branch may send a delegate in 
order that the views of the 
membership are known. 
Branches should send letters, 
resolutions, etc. to their 
Regional Secretaries for the 
attention of the Regional 
Committee, calling for such a 
conference. 

By a GMWU 
Regional Council 

Member 
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SOCIALISTS ONLY! South MILITANT READERS' 
Herts Parliamentary can- MEETING 'The Defence of 
did ate- Radlett branch of the Living Standrds - can the 
Labour Party invites ap- trade union movement suc· 
plicants for selection at its ceed?' Thursday 27 August, 
meetings in October and 7.30 pm . Lea Bridge Library, 
November. Write Robin Page , near corner of Church Road/ 
Sec ., 7 Shenley Hill, Radlett , Mark house Road, Leyton E1 0 
Herts . Tel. Radlett 7719. 

WYLIE Jeanette and Bob 
Wylie are delighted to an­
nounce the birth of their 
daughter, Susan Jane, on 
Sunday 26 July. A sister for 
David . "life is beautiful. Let 
the future generations 
cleanse it of all evil , oppres· 
sion and violence , and enjoy 
it to the full. " 

SOCIALIST EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION (Cardiff 
Branch) Public Debate, 
'The Future of the Labour 
Party' . All an Williams MP 
(Swansea West) versus 
Peter Taaffe for 'Militant'. 
On Friday 11 September, 
7.30 pm, at Committee 
Room, Empire Pool, Car­
diff. All welcome, plenty 
of time for discussion. 

SIXTH SOUTH WALES 
MILITANT SUMMER CAMP 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDA V 1981 
POLITICAL PROGRAMME: * The Russian Revolution- Ted Grant * Fascism in Germany-Jeremy Birch * The Spanish Revolution- Ted Grant * The Hungarian Revolution-Pat Wall * Marxism and the Labour Party- Ted Grant 

Cost: £8.00 per camper 
Bookings to R Sewell, 

99 Penderry Road, Penlan, Swansea 
(Cheques payable toR Sewell) 

BOOK NOW! 

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE 
GREETINGS 

Greet Labour' s Conference through the pages of 'Militant'. 
Make sure your trade union, Labour Party or LPYS books a 
space in our special conference edition now. We have no rich 
advertisers like the bosses' press, so we rely or> YOUR sup­
port. 
Rates: 

Semi-display: 3 column centimetres: £3 
6 column centimetres: £6 

Display: 1/16 page: £10. Bigger ads pro rata . 
Get a form from your local 'Militant' seller or from Militant 
Greetings, 1 Mentmore Terrace, London E8 3PN 

TONY BENN FOR DEPUTY 
badges . Now available in bulk 
to V Ss, CLPs, etc. £11 per 
100 + £2 p&p. From Val 
Pearce, 16 Wagbullock Rise, 
Bracknell, Berks. New badge 
price list now available. Pro­
fits to 'Militant' . 

Militant sellers will be in 
Crawley Town Centre on 
Saturday mornings. If you 
would like a regular copy or 
further information, phone 
Ray Apps, daytime Brighton 
601481, or write 216 
Wiston Road, Brighton. 

The 'Plunder 
.:~: .. 

Woman 
Must Go' 
cartoon 
book 

' 7.. "- "\.../ 

·\:· .. ~~·· . 
~··~v-·-

- ' 

41 of Alan Hardman's best 1980 cartoo1111 collected In 
an attractive llln; X Sin. book with red, black and 
white cover. 

Send only £1 piWl lOp post and packing [ orden of S 
or more post free] to Cartoons, Militant, 1 Mentmore 
Terrace, London E8 3PN. Cash with order please. All 

, proceeds to Mllitant F'ightlng Fund 

APOLOGY 
In our issue of 24 July, we credited John Merrill as the chairman of 
Leicester West Labour Party. He is, in fact, Vice-chairman and 
Assistant Secretary. 

Our apologies to all concerned for this error. 
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CIVIL SERVICE-

Lessons 
for the 

future 
The Civil Service dispute, the 
longest national dispute since 
1926, is now over. 

By Kevin 
Roddy 

(DHSS Section 
Organiser, 

personal capacity) 

major- but unspecified ­
escalation of the dispute . 
The members waited for 
this escalation, but again , it 
never materialised . 

Instead, the ill-thought 
out gesture of action in the 
DE/ DHSS computer cen­
tres was initiated along with 
a ' 'consultation" exerci se 
among the members on how 
to proceed . Three alter­
natives were posed: all-out 
st ri ke, continuation of 
selective action, or a return 
to wor k on the govern­
ment's 7r.Tfo offer. 

The consultative exercises 
produced a con fused result. 
Militant called for th e all­
out strike. Unfortuna tel y, 
however , as selective strike 
action had never been ap­
plied fully in all the most 
deci sive areas , cert a in illu­
sions in thi s action remain ­
ed, especia lly as till this time 
most leaders had been say­
ing th at selective action 
alone would win. 

Also, th e union unity was 
convenientl y abandoned 
and the consultation was 
applied differentl y from 
union to union, with dif­
ferent questions put to th e 
union members. 

Yet despite these and 

Civil Servants have 
returned to work on 
the government's 
7fYJo plus £30 final of­
fer. This is far below 
the union demand 
for 15% with a £10 
underpinning mmi­
mum, and it is little 
diferent to the 
original 7fYJo offer . 
Neve rtheless, it 
would be entirely 
wrong to write off 
the strike as a defeat. 
And it would be 
short-sighted of the 
Tories to claim a big 
victory. 

The monet a ry gains may 
have been negligib le, but 
the civil service trade union 
movement has gai ned in­
valuab le indu strial a nd 
pol it ical experience . Thi s 
battl e cou ld help bring 
about far stronger and 
healthier civi l service trade 
union s more willing and 
able to defend the int erests 
of civil servants. To ensure 
this, it is vi ta l that the 
membership study carefully 
the event s of the strike and 
draw the necessary lessons. 

\ 
7/. OuR STRIKE FAIR 

TooA·Y PAY 

M ilitant supporters are 
proud of the ro le they 
played throughout thi ' 
strike, not only in the bran -
ches and Co unci l of Ci,·il 
Service Unions Committee> 
but also in fighting at eve r ~ 
stage fo r the tactics that 
could best ensure success. 

The claim V:·hich unit ed 
the entire civil service trade 
uni ons was drawn up by 
Militant supporte rs , agreed 
by the CPSA Broad Left , 
and then backed by the 
Special CPSA pay con­
ference in January 1981. 

M ilitant s upporter s 
agreed wi th the general idea 
of selective act ion as oppos­
ed to immediate a ll -out ac­
t ion, a lthough normally it is 
preferable in a national 
dispute for all workers to 
fight shoulder to shou lder 
together from the o ut set. 

We recogni sed that with 
most civil -sen·anls having 
little or no experience of in ­
dustria l acti on . massive il lu­
sions existed in the potential 
of select ive acti,ity a nd that 
therefore an at tempt at the 
outset to apply all-out ac­
tion without st rike pay 
would haw been massively 
rejected. \\'e fa ,·oured a 
st rategy of intensification 
so tha t before a ll-o ut ac ti on 
was posed the members of 
the union s could see that a ll 
other possible a,·enues had 
been exhausted. 

The damnir:g failures of 
the union leadersh ip wa, 

NOT 
:[NOUGH 

IS IN AND DEFENCE . NO 

NOTT OF DELA'i 
FAIR PAY 

----

that they failed to grasp the 
opportunities that a rose 
during the st ruggle as th..: 
determination of Thatcher 
and the Tories to try and 
crush civil servants became 
clearer, as members' anger 
and indignation rose, and as 
the members' understan­
ding of the reality of the 
struggle deepened. 

The dispute can be sum­
med up as a series of missed 
o pportunities . One e.\ample 
was I April - the day in 
which ci,·il sen·ant s were 
due for pay increases . In ­
stead of a day of nationall~ 
co-ordinated protest act ion 
organised from the top, it 
was left to each local st rike 
centre to try and organise 
something. E, ·en these ef­
fort s were cut across by the 
leadership urging members 
to stay at work and gi,·e 
money. 

The CPSA ri ght-wing 
leadersh ip did not e'en 
issue a circular to members 
about the rallies organ ised 
by the local strike comm it-
tees. 

When the union con-
fe rences met in early May 
(with the dispute in it s third 
mon th) there was a golden 

chance for the unions to lift 
and strengt hen the cam­
pa ign. Th e CPSA con­
ference overwhelmingly car­
ried a mol ion moved by a 
'Militant' upport er. Da,·e 
San, ,,·hich called fo r: 
the closure of the port s and 
airport s; indefinite strik e 
action by passport office 
staff; conti nuation of the 
selecti,·e strike areas; and an 
increase in th e Je,·y. 

All this would ha,·e 
meant applying th e selecti,·e 
strike tactic to the max­
imum degree po ss ible, 
something that should ha,·e 
been o rganised by th e union 
leaders at an even earlier 
st age of the campaign . If 
thi s CPSA con fe re n cc 
resolution had been acted 
upon then, see n a determin­
ed show of strength by the 
ci , ·il sen ant s it i, quit e 
possible that the gO\·ern ­
m e nt h Ould haq~ 

capitulated. 
But the resolution a lso 

spec ified that if the se 
meas ures fa il ed to move 1 he 
go,·ernment then a 5-day 
strike (with a mass lobby of 
parliament) should ha,·e 

been o rganised . 
This would have pulled 

th e 500,000 civil servant s 
together in a rPassive show 
of strength behind the claim 
and wo uld have led on to an 
a ll-o ut indefinite strike if 
th e government had remain­
ed intransigent. 

The mot ion also recognis­
ed the probablity that an 
a ll-o ut stri ke wo uld be 
necessa ry an d call ed for 
seriou s di scus s ion s in 
preparation. 

This was a strategy for 
vict ory. Had it been im­
plemented then witho ut 
do ubt the Tories wou ld 
ha,·e been forced to retreat. 

But in stead of a show of 
strength, the Tori es saw 
cont inual hesitation and 
weakness on th e part of the 
union leaders. The Torie~ 
therefore decided to remain 
absolutely intransigent. 

The union leaders began 
to beg the government for 
talks without preconditions, 
thereby jetti so ning the 
clai m. They backed up thi s 
plea for talk s with an empty 
threat tha t failure to settle 
the dispute wo uld lead to 

other problems, Inlan d 
Revenue Staff Association 
members onl y turned down 
an all-out strike by a slim 
majorit y (in favour of con­
tinuing selecti ve ac tion) and 
CPSA members act uall y 
voted for all-out act ion. 

M ilitant supporters o n 
the CPSA Executive th en 
argued that the option of an 
a ll-o ut strike could not be 
left on the table indefinit e­
ly. CPSA members, in par­
t icular, having voted for a ll ­
out ac tio n wo uld begin to 
lose fa ith in the di spute if it 
simply drifted on as before. 
The a rgum ent was put for 
fixing a date for a ll-out 
st rik e which wo uld at the 
same time a ll ow a couple of 
wee ks more to demonst rate 
that the selective ac tion was 
not sufficient at that stage 
to win. 

On 17 Jul y we said , 
' ·even at thi s late hour , if 
t he union leades were to go 
bold ly to the members "ith 
a cal l for a ll-out strike ac­
tion, the di spute would still 
be won. · · 

By this time, however, it 
was becoming clear that 
behind the usual rhetoric 
the leaderships were prepa r­
ing to capitulate. Secret 
talks were tak ing place with 
ministers. 

At one meeting of the 
CPSA Exec utive , General 

Secretary Ken Thomas said 
that there were no secret 
talks or deals . Two days 
later he boasted that the 
previous weekend (before 

. he made the "no secret 
talks" speech) he had met 
government ministers . The 
CPSA righ t wing readily ac­
cepted thi s as being parr of 
his job! 

The final indictment of 
the leadersh ips was when 
they accepted Thatcher 's 
pre-conditions that th e 
uni ons would ballot their 
members if a re,·ised offer 
was made and that they 
wo uld not recommend re­
jection. Thi s was followed 
up by circulars wh ich can 
best be described as "return 
to work rationale". Al so 
before the balloting had 
ende d se nior cou n ci l 
speakers appeared on T V 
saying that a return to work 
was now inevit able . This 
clearly influenced votes . 

Had the unions come out 
on a united recommenda­
tion against the offer and in 
favo ur of an all-out st ri ke, 
and had this been put at 
mass meetings of all union 
members, then the result 
would have been entirely 
different; Thatcher would 
have been put on the defen­
sive! 

The rea lisa tion th at the 
leaders had proved i.n­
capable of offerin g decisive 
leadership agai n was a big 
factor in in vluencing the 
, ·ote against a ll-out action , 
ne,·erth eless , in the IRSF , 
despite a ll the hurdles, a 
majority for all -out action 
was reco rded. 

But with o ther union s 
,·oting to accept, the dispute 
ended. \ \ 'hat then are th e 
lessons of thi s battle? Mili­
tant will carry a separate ar­
ticle on the iss ue of in­
du s trial action in 
DE/ DHSS where we beli eve 
these members must be 
brought in to national actio n 
from the out set, but with an 
emergency service operated 
under the co ntrol of the 
civil service trade uni o ns. 

There are man y o th er 
lessons from this battle. For 
instance , strike pay must be 
reviewed an d drastically 
curtai led. The idea of buy­
ing a strik e victory has been 
shown to be false . Should 
another battle be necessary 
to defend the living stan­
dards or jobs of civil ser­
vants (as it inevitably will) 
then, after th e experience of 
struggle which· thi s battle 
has provided, a ll-o ut action 
must be considered at th e 
start. 

But the key lesso n is the 
need for fighting ledersh ip 
in the union s armed with 
the co nfid ence in th e 
members and a programme 
fo r vic tor y. That pro ­
gramme must include unit y 
of the civil service unions. A 
properl y i ntegrated 
dem ocratic union could 
have led to a different out­
come. 

Members wo rkin g in 
CCSU comm it tees ha ve 
wo rked hand-in-hand 
across union boundaries. 
The fight for one union 
s h ou ld now begin in 
earnest. 

Al so inte rnal union 
democracy must be high on 
th e agenda. Real effecti ve 
con trol of the campaign 
rested firml y in the hands of 
th e nine Union General 
Secretaries . Thi s was possi­
ble because of years of 
relat i,·e inactivity which had 
produced a climate in whic h 
members had become used 
to leaving it all to the 
leadershi p . 

T he strik e, the secret 
talk s which led to the final 
offer, the way in which the 
offer was put o ut without 
recommendations, etc . All 
thi s wi ll have led members 
directl y to the conclusion to 



RAIL UNIONS: 

''We are at a vital point in our 
history and everyone needs to 
understand and take part in 
making the decision on which 
way we are to go.'' 

This was the way 

By Stuart 
Hammond 

(Stratford ASLEF, 
personal capacity) 

Mr R B Reid (chief 
executive British 
Rail ways Board') 
ended a letter, dis­
tributed to all 
railway ·employees, \. 
in order to try and in- '--------­
still a bit of Tory 
"common sense" in­
to his workforce. 

The truth is, that despite 
patronisingly talking of 
"everyone" and ' our" in­
dustry, Re id cannot alter the 
fact that BR is being run 
along guidelines set down by 
the Tory government. 

They are attempting to 
solve BR ' s acute financ ial 
difficulties at our expense, 
not only by dri ving down 
the real value of our wages, 
but also by massive redun­
dancies. 

The BRB's attitude to the 
rail staffs national tribunal 
recommendations on 
railway pay level s is scan­
dalous . Inflation is current­
ly running at 12.6 CJ?o; in 
order to restore railway pay 
level s to their 1975 1·alue, a 
29 CJ?o in c rease wo uld be 
needed. 

Yet the BRB ha1e refused 
to abide by th e tribunal' s 
aw a rd of l1 CJ?o from I 
August, attempting in stead 
to pay only 8 CJ?o with the 
other 307o being dependent 
on the uniom showing com ­
mitment to stringent pro­
ducti vity measures. 

The BRB's cavalier at­
titude on this matter will not 
be tolerated by railworkers, 
and th e N UR and ASLEF 
ha1e alread y called a strike 
from 3 I AugusL 

However , 31 August is 
still mo re th an tl\·o weeks 
awaY and rank and file 
raih~·orkers must ensure that 
this time is not used to reach 
a co mpromi se with manage­
m ent. An y co mpromi se, 
ho \vever small , o n thi s iss ue 
will inevitabl y be a sell-out. 

Th e m e ss age fr o m 
rail work ers to th eir union 

Continued from page 10 
pur control over the of­
fi cial s and th e direction 01 
policy is crucia l. Access to 
th e E xec uti1·e minut es 
iss ued quickl y a fter each 
meeting, the election and 
re-election of all officials , 
details o f 1·o ting records, 
these and man y other issues 
must be fought for and 
secu red. 

• Also annual pay con­
ferences must be established 
so civil servant s can con­
tinue to decide their annual 
pay claim and the strategy 
necessary for success . 

For the future a Commit­
tee of Enquiry has been set 
up to come forward with a 

leaderships should be one of 
determination to win cer­
tainly nothing less than the 
full tribunal award of 11 CJ?o 
from I August with no pro­
ducti vit y strings attached. 
This is not just a batle over 
the additional 3CJ?o! It is a 
batt le over jobs, conditions 
of service and the BRB's at­
tempt to arbitrarily imple­
ment what they want. The 
BRB 's productivit y 
measures on their own are 
enough to warrant a battle. 
The y mean widespread 
redundancies and loss of 
earnings if implemented. 

Already the Tories, the 
BRB and their kept press , 
the Fleet Street rags, are de­
nouncing our just claim and 
attempting to pressurise and 
mislead railway workers , 
and the public generally. 

T he rail union s must full y 
prepare the membership 
politi cally and organi sa­
tionally for what cou ld be a 
bitter struggle again st the 
Tories. Regular bulletin s , 
leaflet s and information 
must be put out to the 
membership to an swer the 
lies and hypocri sy of the 
bosses, such as the letter 
from the BRB. 

Already the Confedera­
tion o f Shipbuilding a nd 
Engineering Union s, with 
some 18 ,000 members in 
Briti sh Rail Engineering Ltd 
workshops, have agreed to 
support the strike call. Thi s 
is the kind of support which 
can ensure 1·ictory. 

Despite the loss of rail 
traffic over the years , and 
the present effect s o f the 
capitali st recession , railway 
work ers still retain eno r­
mous power. Some 70CJ?o of 
coal traffic goes by rail , so 

svstem o f bargaining which 
the Tories intend to be far 
less favourable to ci vil ser­
vants even tha n the old Pay 
Re search Unit sys te m , 
which was usuall y loaded in 
favour of the government! 
Civil servants must now 
prepare for the report which 
will be published by this 
Committee which will 
almost certainl y be heavily 
weighted in favour of the 
government . 

It is clear now that ci vil 
servants can only defend 
their interests if they are 
prepared to struggle . 

A claim designed to pro­
tect civil servants' living 
standards should be drawn 

does 70CJ?o of Royal Mail 
traffic, whilst in motor 
manufacturing and steel 
production, where rail is 
part of the productive pro­
cess , the effects could be 
devastating. Furthenpore , 
the rail unions have a 
history of solidarity and 
support to other workers in 
struggle . The miners and 
steel workers and others 
have publicly thanked the 
NUR and ASLE&F for the 
assistance they have receiv­
ed from railworkers in re­
cent years. 

It is this kind of initiative 
which will ensure that the 
type of plans now being 
made between the car com­
panies and road hauliers to 
break any strike are 
defeated. Such plans show 
the panic of companies such 
as Ford and British Leyland, 
but they also are a warning 
to the rail unions of what to 
combat. 

The future of railway 
workers and their families 
and the industry they work 
in could hinge on the out­
come of this impending bat­
tle. 
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TSSA-call special conference 
Many activists in the 
Transport and Salaried 
Staffs Association were 
disappointed to hear that 
the union had not sup­
ported the proposed strike 
action of the other two rail 
unions, and even more 
disgusted to hear the report 
that their general secretary. 
Tom Jenkins CBE, an 
award given b~· Mrs That­
cher, had called on 
members to cross picket 
lines! 

The railway board has 
historically played one sec­
lion of the workforce 
against another and this 
time the T.S.S.A . has fallen 
into this trap. 

The T .S.S.A . has never 
had a militant history and 
has a reputation for riding 
on the backs of the other 
two unions. But this inac­
tion at the present lime 
jepordises the proposed 
federation of rail unions. 
which would be a historical 
step forward to one rail 
union. 

In its recent history. 
unofficial industrial action 

up for nex t yea r a nd 
preparation s mad e ­
through propaganda , mass 
meetings, etc.-to defend 
the cla im. It should be made 
clear that given the attitude 
of the government action 
may again pro1·e necessa ry . 
Arbitration for next yea r 
has been written into r he 
agreement. If the go1·ern­
ment throws aside an ar­
bitration award as it is do­
ing at the moment with rail 
workers, then another fight 
by civil servants in 1982 is 
entirely possible . 

Civil servants are follow­
ing this battle drawing the 
lessons that public service 
workers need to unite 

bv technical staff has shown 
that militancy gets results. 
by a series of up gradings · 
and a 11 CJ?o relati vity award, 
which has not been im­
plemented since its ad ­
ministration was left in the 
hands of the T .S.S.A. ex­
eculiw. 

'1/ow that the :\. U.R . is 
starting to respond to the 
pressure from its member­
ship to slop selling jobs for 
'producti vity'. So T .S.S.A. 
too must be made to res­
pond to the same pressure 
and show its executive and 
BR that the~· are sick of be­
ing pushed around. 

The T.S.S.A. member­
ship must try to keep faith 
with their A .S.L. E.F. and 
N. U .R. colleagues b~· using 
rule 39 where 20 branches 
can call a special conference 
of the union to reverse the 
decision of the executive. 

By Alan 
Docherty 

(Newcastle P&T Branch 
TSSA, 

personal capacity .) 

together in o ne commo n 
st rugg le again st the govern­
ment , instead of allowing 
the g01·ernment to tackle 
each group se parately. Thi s 
idea will be discussed at the 
forthcoming Trades Union 
Congress. 

But perhaps the main 
lesso n is th e need to join 
other union s inside the 
Labour Party, where they 
should fight to throw out 
the Tories at the earliest 
possible moment, and to 
campaign for the election of 
a Labour government firm­
ly committed to bold 
socialist action . 
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LEE JEANS- ­
STILL FIGHTING 

By Alan 
McCoombes 

Six months ago the 
British director · of 
the giant multina­
tional Vanity Fair 
Ltd payed one of his 
infrequent visits to 
the company's Lee 
Jeans factory in 
Greenock. 

"Happy New Year" he 
declared. Then as an after­
thought he told the 200 
workers that the factory 
would ·soon be closing and 
that they had better start 
looking for new jobs. 

But the Lee Jean s 
workers, most of them 
young women, had other 
ideas. They locked out the 
management and occupied 
the factory . 

' 'No matter how long it 
takes , we wi ll continue 
fighting until every jvb is 
secure ," declared l he shop 
stewards at the begining of 
the sit in . Six months later 
the women o f Lee Jeans 
have shown that the y 
meant what they said . The 
factor y is still oc.cupied and 
the workers are still united 
and are determined as ever 
to suceed. 

Negotiations are now tak­
ing place between the VF 
Corporation and a London 
business man, who has in­
dicated an interest in buying 
the Greenock factory. But 
what these negotiation s 
have shown abov~ all is the 
vicious cvnici s·m of the 
multinatio-nal s and their 
callous di sregard for the 
livelihoods o (working peo­
ple. Offered £99,700 for the 

plant and machinery, VF 
have refused to sell. "It 
falls £150 ,000 short of what 
we want" said a spokesman 
for the company. 

But as one s teward 
pointed out, that figure 
represents a drop in the 
ocean compared to thevast 
profits which the company 
have plundered from their 
various operations . Last 
year, they amassed a huge 
£30 million profit. Only this 
week they announced an in­
crease in their quarterly • 
profits of over £1 million. 
- Yet for the sake of 
squeezing a few thousand 
pounds more out of the 
situation, they are prepared 
to kill off any possibility of 
jobs being saved by a buyer. 

This only underlines the 
burning necessity for the 
labour movement to expose 
the methods of the j)arasite 
millionaires and to laun ch a 
massive campaign for na­
tionalisation of companies 
threatening redundancies . 
However, while negotia­
tions about the purchase of 
the factory appear to have 
come to a standstill, the Lee 
Jeans workers are continu­
ing their fight . 

They have now suceeded 
in building a mass move­
ment of international 
solidarity. Railway men, 
lorry drivers , seamen are 
refu sing to handle VF pro­
duct s . Dockers in Britain, 
Ireland, France, Norway 
and Sweden are blacking 
the company's goods. 
WhateYer the outcome of 
current negotiations the 
workers will continue to 
fight till every job is saved . 

Donations and messages of 
support to Ellen M Lee 
Jeans Occupation Co mmit­
lee, 55 Cambridge Road, 
Greenock. 

WESTERN DISTRICT 
POST OFFICE 

At 10.20pm August 
4, management of 
the Western District 
Post Office locked 
out the night shift 
workers. 

Management were at­
tempting to enforce over­
time working, after the 
po s tmen and sorting 
workers had stopped th is . 
The mo rning shift was also 
locked o ut. 

Sin ce No,·e rnbe r , the 
Di stri c t P0stmaster has 
been shedding jo bs thro ugh 
'"n at ural wa stage" , and 
sacking workers~ fo r of­
fences where a warning 
would normallY be gi1·en. 
Since Chri stmas, only 38 
new workers ha1· ~ been 
taken on while a n estimated 
200 duties have been lapsed. 

Workers on all three 
shi ft s haYe been expected to 
work o1·etime to COYer this. 
Angry workers told me, 
' "\Ve ha1·e to work a 43 
hour week. th en we are ex­
pected to ~\ ·o rk extra shift s 
to stop an y backlog." 

Union negotiater s made a 
deal which enabled the 
15,000 postal workers to 
return to work, although by 
!Opm most workers on the 
night shift had not recieved 
telegrams informing them 
of this. A meeting organised 
for that evening by the 
union failed to take place. 

By Pete Giblet 

Report s of the d ispute in 
the Tory press could not 
ha1·e been further from the 
truth . The 'Dail y Express' 
claimed '"men were protec­
tin g th eir large arr.ount s of 
luc~ative o,·e0ime" ! It add­
ed th ere was a ··huS\e 
back log o f 250,000 letters· ' . 

A Cnion Broad Le ft 
member explained, "'we had 
to sto p o1·enime because 
management expected us to 
-:o1·er th e lapsed duties . 
There has not been an y 
backl og of mail , as they had 
payed a contracter to co1·er 
a ll th e boxes. Customers 
al so go t an extra deli1·ery 
last wee k which we lost pay 
10 del i 1·er" . 

The ridiculo us claim of 
the Lo ndon newspaper , the 
·New Standard ' 11as that 
· ·postal worke desire to 
work extra 01·enime has cut 
back recruitment levels"! 
But the workers ha1·e been 
fighting extra overtime and 
demanding increased 
recruitment. 

Negotiat ions have con­
tinued o1·er the weekend, 
aiming to bring these 
workers inline with the rest 
of London; an all-London 
agreement will be made in 
due course . 

·-



12 MILITANT 14 August 1981 

.AEI BIRTLEY-

Fighting for our 
wages-
and our jobs 

Workers at AEI 
Cables Ltd, Birtley. 
Co. Durham, are in 
a determined mood. 
Last Monday (10 
August) 800 produc­
tion workers began 
official strike action 
in support of their 
wage claim. 

The action follows a 75w,, 
(secret ballot ) vo te in ra,·oll! 
of str ik e action . Th e 
workers are all member' of 
GMWU , whose Nationa . 
Exec uti q: Committee ha\c 
full y en dor~ed "th e act io1· 
being take n. 

Wages for producti o n 
workers at Binky h;J1·e, un­
til · recent year -, . been 
go1 ern cd by the N:uional 
Joint l ndu ~ t rial Coun cil 
(JICl for th e cable-ma ki ng 
industr y. T110 1·ear ' ag<1, <h 

a result of pres>UIT l·n)lll the 
Trade U n i o n ~ \kmbeT,hi r . 
the J.I. C. clec:ided to in­
troduce t11·o-t ier b;ugainin g. 

This year an incrca,e· 
amounti~g to 7.srr:o o r the 
basic ra tt' , with ctlt>L"t from 
1st May, ll'aS agreed a t N:t­
tionallelel. lncrca -,es ab<l,.,. 
th is figure can be ncgotiak d 
locally, and arc gi,·en in th e 
form of a .~ u pplcmcnt. The 
union is a~ king for a fl5 in ­
c rease on the "Birtlcy ~up ­
plement ·. 

A Super~ isory Managing 
Director of G.E .C. , ha , 
told the II"Orkforce at 
Birtley that th e b us ine~' 
can not a tlord an y furth er 

SMASH 
THE 

TORIES 
CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE ONE 

are not giving us any 
answers-only new pro­
blems. 

Eighteen months ago, 22 
sites in Liverpool 8 were set 
aside for council house 
building. The Liberal coun­
cil has now axed these 1,100 
houses, condemning 1,100 
families to sta)· on in the 
tenemtnts of Myrtle 
Gardens or Kent Gardens, 
or Entwhistle Heights' high 
rise blocks. 

Thre were 14 ari as 
designated as tenements that 
were due for demolition and 
the people to be re-housed . 
·Now the Liberals have 
cancelled that too, so people 

ByMick 
Appleby 
(GMWU, 

Personal Capacity) 

pay increase~ unless thi s i> 
paid for by "improved pro­
ducti,·ity". 

o,·er the las t two years. 
th ere ha; been a wor,ening 
of industria! relation ~ at 
Bin Icy as the Compan~ 
have appeared to a li gn 
themselves with th e CB I 
and Tor 1 go,. er nm c n t 
policies, ad upti ng an ant i­
trade uni on line. 

The grm1·ing resentmen t 
of the work force " ·a, cl·i­
dent when the a ho ,·e·­
menti oncd Directnr -;pol\ c 
ro them on e<t ch -; hit'! about 
the alleged 'late o r the 
Compa n1. 

On Olle' or the· , hift,, the· 
wo rl-. er' b L')W il 10 lea1 L' 

11hik he '' <l' ,ti ll spea l-.in g. 
Thi s is bcc:au ~ c t h e· 
II'Orkforce ree·ogni ' L' hi, 
moti1·c in a ttempting to 
undermine th e trade un i<ln 
by appea li ng tn th •:m di re\.:t ­
ly. On th e lli ghhllirt , he· 
wa -, booed and jcer-:,1 a1 a' 
he left the builcti n~ . 

A second 1 ie1· fad o r ~ pro­
ductil·ity ,chemc, reccnth 
put forward b~ the Com ­
pany, requi ··es the re·­
deployment tlf 50 people tc· 
financ e the '>chcme.Thi ' 
would i111·o lvc changes ir. 
shift pa tt ern \ in ,ome a rea~ . 

changes in work praL·tiL·cs. 

still live in Pill Street and 
Stanhope Gardens. 

Much of the rioting took 
place in 1\.ingsley Road, one 
of the areas regarded as hav­
ing the worst housing in the 
area. 

Yet the Tories, Liberals 
and the police chiefs can see 
no link between these pro­
blems and the events that 
have taken place. The)· see 
no link between the council 
cut-bal·ks and the massive 
unemployment of Liver­
pool, where over 15,000 
building workers are on the 
dole. 

To add insult to injur~· . 
Toxteth residents may have 
their rates put up to pay for 
the damage the police have 
caused, as if £10 a week rent 
and £10 a week rates was not 
enough. 

Heseltine's suggested 
solutions are t)·pical of this 
Alice-in-Wonderland gov­
ernment. The "en­
trepreneurs" will come to 
Liverpool's rescue. No new 
resources will come from the 
government. 

and introduction of in­
dividual bonus schemes. 

The Company have not 
disclosed to the trade union 
Representatives which areas 
or indi vidual workers wou ld 
be affected . 

The pre s ent bonu s 
scheme which operates on 
the Birtley Site is thought by 
the workforce to limit pro­
duction. many aspects of 
the scheme are counter­
productive , but th e Com­
pan y are very reluctant to 
change th t> sustem of in ­
dividual bonus schemes. 

The scheme act s unfairl y 
on sections of the 
work force and does not give 
an equa l opportuni ty to 
c1-cryo ne to t>arn bonth 
payment<. . 

Co unter-p1·opo,a ls put 
for11 :lrd b1· the trade uni on 
reprc~entati1 ·e, ha1-e bc,·n 
reject ed o ut of hand b1· the 
Compa n1. The proposa l 
\\'3:'-1 fL) r a -.. i tc , ~,..· hcn1c . gi' i1 ' ~ 

pa1menh w all pnlduc: tit'n 
IH'rker ' fo r inc:rca,cd tll ll­
n3£l' . 

The Compam··, a ttitude· 
i-, One· Of con frtmt atiLln . 
They h.t1 e indi cated th at 
wha t the1· a rc a fter i, in­
cre:bed .product i1·it , . and 
thc1· arc prepared w . ,, · a .,t ~ 

awa1 jo b, · tu do it. 
Suppnrt is vital now to 

safeguard our jobs and lil­
ing standard \ . 

Pleast• send messages of 
support to: 

Mil-k Applt·by GMW U. 
29 Alnwil'k Court, 0:-. 

Close. Washington, Co. 
Durham. 

Businessmen themselves 
seemed less impressed and 
wr)· far from enterprising. 

One banker who accom­
panied Heseltine on his tour 
of Merseyside said: " We 
would love to finance 
buildings for factorie s." 
But he thought it unlike!~ 
that businessmen would be 
asking for loans to build 
them. Others warned of the 
need for profitablit)". 

The Merse)"side 
Economic Development Of­
fice has created about 4,000 
jobs in the last three years 
through 'encouraging' 
private industry. But in the 
last month alone, private in­
dustry, which is encouraged 
only by profits, put a fur­
ther 7 ,()()() on the dole in 
Merseyside. 

The Tories, and capital ­
ism as a whole, have no 
answers for the rities. 

In Liverpool 8 , their 
'answer' has been polic~ at­
tacks on the youth of Tox­
teth. 

Saturday's demonstra­
tion is calling for the end of 

.. '' . 
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Workers on strike at AEI Birtley, part of the GEC combine which made 
£467 million profit last year . Workers here are facing a multi-national 
company, the CBI and the Tories. The\£ need the full support of the 
labour movement. Photo : Denis Doran 

police harassment, and a 
fair and independent police 
complaints procedure, with 
an independent enquiry into 
police action in the rel'ent 
weeks. 

lt also takes up two 
demands (initially raised by 
the Labour Party Young 
Socialists in their first 
leaflet) for the dismissal of 
Oxford and the democratic 
control and acl'ountabilit~ 
of the police. 

This is now seen as a cen­
tral issue in the area. 

The demonstration is be­
ing supported by Liverpool 
Trades Council and the 
Liverpool District Labour 
Party , and must be sup­
ported b)· all sections of the 
labour movement. The 
Liverpool shop stewards' 
committee has also given the 
march its full support. 

The demonstration 
should be seen as a part of a 
campaign to put an end not 
just to police harassment 
but to all the Torl policies 
whil'h have devastated 
Liverpool. 
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