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NUR members in New cast le . All railworkers are threatened by BRB proposals and all 
unions are under attack f rom the Tories . Photo : Mi litant 

The ASLEF fight is a fight for all 
workers! Everyone recognises the im
portance of a victory for ASLEF and 
the consequences of defeat. If ASLEF 
was defeated what chances would 
unions like the nurses have? 

This · was the 
message hammered 
out at a meeting last 
week attended by 

over 200 
workers 
members 

railway 
and 

of their 

families along with 
representatives of 
the labour and trade 
union movement in 
Glasgow. 

All those present voiced 
total support for the strik
ing ASLEF workers and 
condemnation of the BRB 
for reneging on their agree-
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BUILD FOR THE YOPs· .. - -

LOBBY 25 FEBRUARY 
Protest at Tebbit 's slav e labour schemes- see p4 and p9 

OnyerBike 
On Friday S 
February Liver
pool held a grand 
reception for a 
distingui s hed 
visitor, the one 
and only Norman 
"on yer bike" 
Tebbit. 

Aro u nd 20 0 YOP 
trainees, many with bikes, 
braved the bad weather to 
let Tebbit hear their opinion 
about his new youth train
ing scheme paying trainees 
£15 a week. 

Most of the comments of 
the youth were unprintable. 

Fifteen schemes we re 
represented inclu d i n g 
trainees from Halewood 
who cycled six miles and 
entertained the no isy 
demonstration with a short 
play, "On yer bike, Nor
man". Most schemes made 
their own banners and 
brought them along. 

The demo was called by 
th e Merseyside YOP 
Trainees Union Rights 
Campaign. We only found 
out about Norman ' s visit 
ten days earlier. I was one 
of a delegation of four 
elected to meet "Four per 
cent Norm" himself. 

After being cheered into 
the building by the 
demonstrators who by now 
had built up an electrical at 
mosphere, we had to be 
searched by the police for 

Jbries 
Wewantjobs 
NOW I 

lethal weapons. 
We had a small push -bike 

as a "present" fo r Norman 
but the police said it was a 
"bit dangerous" . 

We told Tebbit his 
scheme would mean in
dustrial conscription. He 
replied by telling us about 
life when "he was our age" . 

Did you know that 25 
years ago Norman only 
earned forty shillings and 
sixpence (£2.02 Vz) and he's 
got communist mates! 
Amazing . 

He wasn't so forthcom
ing about the present day. I 
asked Norman what future 
his new training schemes 
would offer youth. His 
reply was, " A lot, but it will 
take quite a few years.'' 

But youth want jobs 
now, not in ten or twenty 
years' time. 

On Merseyside we hope 
to bring about 100 to the 
Lobby of Parliament on 25 
February. 

We have support from 
the Transport and Genenil 

On T uesda y 16 
February Employment 
Secretary Norman Teb
bit will be visiting Not
t ingham . 

A mass picket is be
ing organised by Not
tingham Trades Council 
assembling at 2 .00 pm 
at Cast le Boulevard 
Dole Offi ce . 

The LPYS call on all 
YOP t rainees in Not
tingham to j oin the pro
t est. 

Workers Union and 
Gene ral and Mu nicipal 
Worke rs Union. No 6 
Region of the T &GWU 
have donated £200 to our 
campaign . 

The YOPs lobby will only 
be the start of a campaign 
against Tebbit's proposals. 
The whole labour and trade 
union movement should 
say, 'Tories-on yer bike!' 

By Shareen 
Blackall 

(T&GWU 6/ 612 Branch, 
West Derby LP YS) 

All workers must support train drivers struggle 
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Labour must 
rebuild the 
railways 

British Rail are trying to blackmail 
ASLEF members into giving up the 
eight-hour day by the threat to close 
down the railways. 

It has been seriously pro
posed that the railways 
could be abandoned 
altogether, except for the 
commuter system im
mediately around London, 
and for those local lines that 
supply coal to power sta
tions. 

This threat, coming from 
the Tories and from the 
British Rail Board, carries 
with it the stink of 
hypocrisy, because these 
people have never been in
terested in the well-being of 
the national railway net
work. 

In order to smash 
ASLEF , the BRB are 
prepared to sustain losses of 
over £lOOm, when the 30Jo 

settlement would have cost 
them only a fraction of 
that. Like the well-paid 
bureaucrats running other 
nationalised industries, 
Peter Parker would be hap
PY to run one train a 
year- only providing that 
his balance sheet looked 
right. 

In fact, the whole system 
of financing and organisa
tion of the British Railways 
system has been unsound 
from the beginning. As any 
older railwayman will af
firm, when the industry was 
nationalised by the post-war 
Labour government, it was 
a heap of scrap. 

The taxpayer bought this 

Pat Wall 

NEC COMMITTEE 
ENDORSES 
MiliTANT 
CANDIDATES 

By 
Militant 

reporters 

Despite attempts to 
block them by the right 
wing, two supporters of 
'Militant', Pat Wall and 
Terry Fields, were en
dorsed by the organi
sation sub-committee of 
the NEC as Parliamen
tary candidates for 
Kirkdale and Bradford 
North. 

Terry Fields was endors
ed first, but not before 
John Golding had moved to 
block him until the enquiry 
into 'Militant' was com
pleted. Laurence Coates, 
LPYS representative on the 
NEC and an observer at the 
organisation subcommittee, 
pointed out that Terry had 

been a member of the 
Labour Party for 14 years 
and was a member of the 
executive committee of the 
Fire Brigades Union, Denis 
Healey replied, "So what'? 
Mick McGahey is also presi
dent of the Scottish 
miners . '' 

NEC members were 
astonished at this remark 
and murmurs of approval 
were voiced when Laurence 
Coates pointed out that 
those who had been in the 
Labour Party for years a~ 
ward secretaries, GMC 
delegates, constituency of
ficers, and so on, should 
not be banned from stan
ding for Parliament. 

But in the event, the m-a-

junk, on inflated compen
sation terms and has had to 
borrow money to invest , so 
that the industry is saddled 
with massive debt charges. 
In effect, through these 
debt charges, the BRB are 
annually financing the pro
fits of the big banks and in
surance companies, creating 
artificial 'losses' for the 
railways. 

Not only that, but British 
Rail is burdened with the 
profiteering of many 
private companies which 
still provide it with 
necessary parts and equip
ment, draining away still 
more of the railway's 
finance. 

Then again, even if parts 
of British Rail are pro
fitable, they are promptly 
sold off by the Tories to 
their big business friends. 
making doubly sure that 
this nationalised industry 

jority of the NEC members 
who spoke were not 
prepared to consider the en
quiry into 'Militant ' as a 
cane-blanche for a witch
hunt and the motion of 
Golding, seconded b y 
Healey was lost by 3 votes 
to 13 with onl y Williams of 
COHSE supporting . Bett y 
Boothroyd, Alan Hadden 
and Neil Kinnock all sup
ported the endorsement. 

Pat Wall' s selection had 
been th e subject of an NEC 
enquiry after objections had 
been lodged by right 
wingers afterwards. The en
quiry consisted of Alan 
Hadden , Bo ilermaker s 
representative on the NEC , 
Waiter Brown , assistant na
tional agent and John 
Golding as chairman, and it 
recommended that a new 
selection be gone through 
because of 'doubts ' about 
the original selection. 

First of all the enquiry 
believed that some delegates 
at the select ion had not 
been full y paid up party 
members, but this was con
tradicted by other evidence 
present ed. 

The enquiry considered 
that the meeting room had 
been inadequate , but it was 
pointed out that the NEC 
representative had not ob
jected at the time. The last 
main objection of the en
quiry was that the ap
propriate seven days notice 
of selection had not been 
given, but once again , 
Laurence Coates produced 
evidence , including 
photocopies, of reminders, 
sent out a month in ad
vance, about the date and 
venue. 

But thin as the enquiry 
'evidence' was, the majorit y 
of the subcommittee were 
also annoyed at the press 
comments that had been 
made in advance . Frank 
Allaun thought it "scan
dalous" that John Golding, 
the enquiry chairman, had 
gone to the press in advance 
saying that he would stop 
Pat Wall and 'Militant' can
didates "at all costs," clear
ly casting doubts on his im
partiality and invalidating 
the whole enquiry. 

remains a financial cripple. 
It is not the railway workers 
but the Tories and their 
system which has 
debilitated the rail network. 

The railways have long 
been starved of investment, 
yet it offers a much more ef
ficient, cheaper, and less 
polluting transportation 
system than any other now 
available. 

The scarcity of funds 
going to the railways has 
had a lot to do with the fact 
that the 'road lobby'-civil 
engineers, car manufac
turers, petrol companies, 
etc-are completely 
dominated by capitalist 
concerns. The road taxes 
paid by road hauliers are a 
tiny fraction of road con
struction and repair costs so 
the road network is actually 
subsidised far more than 
rail. 

It is a measure of the 
stupidity of the British 
capitalists that today they 
are even considering the 
closure of big chunks of the 
railways. The railways now 

carry only 170Jo of the 
freight carried (incidentally, 
costing less than 40Jo of all 
freight costs) and Britain is 
the only major country in 
the world moving less 
freight by rail than at any 
time this century. 

As Ray Buckton put it, 
the system has been allowed 
to '"rot and rust" long 
_before now. Even before 
considering electrification, 
there are over 800 miles of 
track that are overdue for 
replacement. 

The message for the 
Labour Party is clear. Full 
support must be given to 
ASLEF in its fight for 
railwaymen's conditions 
and in its fight to preserve 
the railways. But the 
Labour Party must go fur
ther and spell ·out its own 
policy. 

The next Labour govern
ment must set out to rebuild 
and modernise the railways. 
If the government were to 
adopt thorough-going 
socialist policies in its 
general economic strategy, 

it would be possible to move 
towards a genuinely in
tegrated transport system, 
with massive investment 
providing more jobs, not 
fewer. 

The debts of the BRB 
must be written off. The 
supply industries must be 
nationalised and integrated 
into the transport system. 

Old branch lines could be 
re-opened, the railways 
could consider 'bus-trains' 
for small branch-lines, like 
those designed by Lucas 
workers; freight and public 
tra_nsport could be properly 
planned and available at 
reasonable rates. The whole 
system must be operated as 
a service that provides for 
industry and the public at 
large: in a modern economy 
it cannot be run as a profit
making enterprise. 

The Tories and the British Rail Board 
have never been interested in the well
being of the national railway network ... 
The next labour government must set 
out to rebuild and modernise the 
railways 

Above all, the Labour 
Party must now inscribe on 
its banner the demand for 
workers' control and 
management in the 
nationalised industries, 
where the boards would be 
nominated from the unions 
in the industry, from the 
unions generally (the TUC) 
and from the government, 
in equal proportions. 

In other words, boards 
must be created which are 
really representative of the 
people who want the in
dustry to flourish. 

When Frank Allaun' s 
view was supported by the 
committee chairman, Eric 
Heffer , John Golding 
declared that he "couldn't 
remember" going to the 
Press , but nevertheless of
fered to remove hi s name 
from the enquiry- " a bit 
late in the day," as someone 
commented . 

Finally, the motion to 
support the recommenda
tion of th e committee of en
quiry was put and was 
defeated by eight votes to 
six, gaining only the sup
port of Golding, Healey , 
Michael Foot, \Villiam s, 
Hadden and Boothroyz; . 

The rank and file o f the 
party will be deli ghted at 
thi s outcome. The Labour 
Party needs candidates who 
are genuinely prepared to 
fight for the interests of 
working people, candidates 
like Terry Fields and Pat 
Wall. But now, the part y 
membership will be anxious 
to make sure that this deci
sion is not negated by the 
full meeting of the NEC 
which .takes place next 
week. 

BOLSOVER 
Bolsover CLP has 

passed a resolution op
posing the witch-hunt of 
'Militant' and calling for 
the endorsement of Pat 
Wall and Peter Tatchell. 

One delegate suggested 
"not rocking the boat" 
after the Bishops Stortford 
meeting and winning the 
election. 

But the constituency 
Chairman, Henry Richard
san (who is also vice
president of Notts NUM) 
summed up the mood of the 
meeting saying, "let's win 
the next election, but people 
like Pat Wall want the right 
to stand. Brushing the 
whole thing under the 
carpet isn't going to get Pat 
Wall or Peter Tatchell off 
the hook ." 

An appeal sheet passed 
round the meeting produc
ed £9.80 for the 'Militant' 
fighting fund. 

Waver tree· MARXIST 
CANDIDATE SELECTED 

"The membership of the 
Labour Party have had 
enough of the carpet
baggers, the traitors who 
masqueraded as Labour 
members and have now 
resigned to join the SDP, 
after building their careers 
and their bank balances on 
the back of the Labour 
Party." 

That was the explanation 
given by Derek Hatton of 
the decision of Wavertree 
Labour Party to select him 
as their Parliamentary can
didate . Derek joined three 
other Militant supporters, 
Terry Fields in Kirkdale, 
Tony Mulhearn in Toxteth 
and Terry Harrison in Edge 
Hill as candidates in Liver
pool. 

The other selected can
didates are also on the left, 
Eddie Loyden in Garston 
and Bob Waring in West 
Derby, and the two remain
ing Labour members, Eric 
Heffer and Bob Parry, are 
members of the Tribune 
Group. 

This shows the move to 
the left in the Liverpool 
Labour Party. 

Derek is the Chairman of 
Knowsley NALGO and Na
tional Chairman of ·the 
Campaign for NALGO Af
filiation to the Labour Par-

ty. He moved the main 
resolution at NALGO con
ference which resulted in 
the ballot on Labour Party 
affiliation . 

He is a Labour councillor 
for the Netherley area of 
Liverpool, and is Labour 
spokesman on personnel 
matters. During his term as 
councillor links with the 
local authority unions have 
never been better. Im
mediately on his adoption, 
Derek challenged the 
Wavertree Tory MP to 
resign and fight a by
election on his policies . 

Wavertree Labour Party 
members will be preparing a 
mass campaign to ensure 
that the Tories are thrown 
out at the general election. 
Three out of five wards 
have returned Lab9ur coun
cillors and this shows the 
potential in a once safe 
Tory area. 

The Liverpool labour 
movement now has a team 
of working class fighters 
ready to take the Tories on 
as never before. Liverpool 
needs a socialist Labour 
government, and our can
didates are determined to 
fight for it. 

By Richard Knight 

; 
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Free Enterprise., 
grounds Laker 

Laker Airways, the symbolic 
flagship of Thatcher's 'free 
enterprise Britain' collapsed 
ignominiously last week. 

Just as capitalism 
has proved disas
trous for the people 
of Britain, so it has 

·proved for Laker 
Airways. But al
though it was mainly 
the cut-throat com
petition of the 
market-place which 
brought Laker to the 
brink of collapse, 
ironically enough it 
was the effect of a 
special state subsidy 
which pushed this 
crisis into becoming 
a bankruptcy. 

LaJ(' - ··: ,_r d(:n,,unced 
state assl><an(c , out if it had 
not been for such aid it is 
unlikely that he could even 
have launched his company 
int o the trans-Atlantic air
ways. To purchase his 
planes Laker borrowed 

By Jim 

Chrystie 

monp:· dt a ;~ 211Jo interest 
r::.te, the rest 01 •he com
mercial interest ··;,, : being 
subsidised hv the British 
governmen1 (British Air
ways arc only allowed to 
receiv c~ subsidies t'n parts of 
the!;- planes.) 

When faced with moun
!mg debts of over £270m, 
Laker considered selling 
some of hi s planes. But if 
Laker sold just one of his 
planes to help pay his debt, 
then the interest rate on all 
his other thirteen planes 
would have risen from the 
subsidised rate to the higher 
market nite . 

The company could not 
afford this. It had little real 
capital and had grown by 
borrowing from the banks 
to the tune of seven times its 
equity. Built upon a finan-

cial house of cards, unable 
to raise more money to pay 
the existing debt s , Laker 
Airways coll apsed. 

2,600 jobs are now in 
jeopardy and up to 5,000 
people could lose their 
trans-Atlantic holidays. But 
one person who will not lose 
much will be Thatcher 's 
' knight in a s hining 
fuselage', Sir Freddie Laker 
himself. 

With on ly £500,000 of his 
money invested in the firm, 
he had mostly gambled wi th 
other people's money. 

No skin off 
Freddie's 

nose! 

He keeps his £300,000 
Tudor house, his metallic 
gold Rolls Royce, his I ,000 
acre stud farm, hi s private 
yacht and his modest little 
family house in Sussex, with 
its six bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, swimming pool, 
tennis court and 100 acres 
of ground. A millionaire, 
there is nothing under the 
Companies Act to stop 

TORIES 
MSC 

CARVE-UP 
The day after the 
Manpower Services 
Commission (MSC) 
admitted that the 
real number out of 
work in Britain was 
four million, the 
government sacked 
the chairman, Sir 
Richard O'Brien. 

The MSC has predicted 
that this year th e number 
unemployed for over a year 
would ri se to one million , 
and this number of long
term unemployed would 
stay as 4011Jo of th e to tal out 
of work until 1986. 

No one could accuse 
O'Brien of being a wild
eyed sociali st. He was the 
CBI's nomination for the 
post. But now he has been 
replaced by a Thatcherit e 
hard-liner, David Young. 

0' Brien opposed govern
ment cuts in statutory train
ing boards and in MSC 
staff. The cuts , he said in a 
letter to hi s boss , Norman 
Tebbit, are "adversely af
fecting our training pro
gramme for adult s. " 

He mirrors the fear of 
even some capitalists that 
Thatcher's administration 
has brought apprenticeships 
to too low a level and has 
cut back too far on stud..:nt 
spending. If on top of this 
they cut down still more on 
training, how can there be 
an adequate supply of skill
ed workers when an 

David Young, 
formerly adviser to 
Mad Monk Keith 
Joseph. Now pup
pet to Tebbit. 

economic recovery comes'? 
O ' Brien had pushed for 

higher wages for YOPsters, 
largely because youth are 
becomin g disenchanted 
with this slave wage "make
work" scheme and may 
turn to open political op
position . 

Such questions don't 
seem to vex his replace- · 
ment, David Young, who 
was previously Sir Keith 
Joseph's advi ser on 
'privatisation' of industry . 
A lawyer who moonlights as 

a propert y developer, he has 
a simple solution to the pro
blem s. Ha ving knocked 
down milli ons of jo bs, what 
is more natural than a tasty 
bit of asset strippin g on the 
jobs service '? 

He want s to hive o ff part 
of the MSC , some of the 

· jo b placement and training 
schemes, to leave them all at 
the mercy of market forc es . 
In the mo nth which saw the 
collapse o f Laker and th e 
ruin of De Lorean, he now 
wants our jo bs to be in th e 
same kind of loving hands! 

His ideas on trimming 
jobs and function s in MSC 
have been investigated by a 
government pilot survey in 
Northern Ireland , which 
recommends a 15 11Jo cut in 
staff and the privatisation 
of man y functions . The 
downgrading of job centres 
and the shunting off of 
work to unemployment 
benefit o ffices wo uld go 
well with Tory plans to 
" streamlin e" Whitehall. 

The unempl o yed wh o 
have seen the "choice" in 
job centres would have no 
illusions in MSC but this 
callous government sees 
such slave labour schemes 
as YOPS as too "wet'' . The 
ruling class offer no hope 
for those on the dole. Now 
is the time to fight for real 
jobs for youth and a real 
socialist solution to the pro
blem of unemployment. 
(See page 9) . 

By Roger Shrives 

Laker from bidding for the 
profitable part of the co l
lapsed company li ke the 
package tours or even buy
ing up th e Laker planes 
from the receiver. · 

But one can be sure that 
he will not bid for the tran s
Atlantic tralfic, for it was 
this which brought about 
his downfall. All the major 
world airlines are suffering 
from a combination of free 
competition and economic 
recession. 

In 1978, President Carter 
ended the practice of one 
airline being guaranteed 
certain routes. The 'open 
skies' policy of unbridled 
competitio n proved doubly 
disastrous at a time wh en 
the travel market was af
fected by the rise in fuel 
costs and the general reces
sion . 

Airlines cut fares to stay 
in business and piled up 
huge debt s. Last year the 
world airlines lost £ I , 108m 
and this year it is expected 
losses will ri se to £1,700m. 
British Airways is in debt by 
$1,860m, PanAm $1,160m, 
TWA $672m . The top 16 
US airlines owe $10,000m . 

Such is the inefficiency of 
capitalism that every day 

the equivalent of forty 
Jumbo jets cross the Atlan
tic empty. In the Arizona 
desert there are grounded 
over 100 wide-bodied jets, 
which big business finds 
uneconomical to Oy . 

Free competition has fail
ed as disastrously in the 
airline industry as it has 
throughout the economy. 
Five US airlines have peti
tioned Reagan to end the 
'open skies' free competi
tion policy. Lock heed has 
abandoned its new Tristar 
and last week, Lucas In
dustries announced I ,050 
redundancies in its aero
space components division . 

Take air 
transport 

into public 
ownwership 

Last month it looked as if 
Laker might survive. But 
then McDonnell Douglas , 
one of the main compan ies 
behind a projected £5m 
loan from an American 

banking consortium, reali s
ed that the net result of such 
a loan would also benefit 
their main European rival, 
Airbus Industries. The US 
bank withdrew the loan. 

Yet Thatcher, who short 
of direct financial support, 
did :ill she could to help 
save Laker, now wishes to 

turn British Airways o ver to 
such private sharks! The 
Tories are proposing to sell 
off profitable sections o f 
BA, such as the helicopt er 
division , to their business 
friends. Thi s mu st be 
resisted by the labour move
ment. 

Capitali sm has shown 
that it is incapable of pro
viding and safeguarding a 
proper air transport service 
for ordinary people . The 
whole of the industry 
should be taken into public 
ownership and run as part 
of an integrated socialist 
transport plan . 

As T ony Benn rightly 
to ld last weekend ' s London 
LPYS conference, "Air 
transport is an essential ser
vice that people must be 
able to rely on. It is 
madness to let it become a 
pawn in a banker's game of 
profit and loss." 

Last weekend, 6-7 February, the London Labour Party 
Young Socialists' Annual Conference attracted over 200 
people who heard excellent debates, with guest speakers 
Tony Benn, Arthur Latham, Chairman of the London Labour 
Party, and Peter Tatchell. LPYS members in London are 
now preparing for the 25 February YOPS lobby, and the 
National Conference at Easter: Photo M ili tant 
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YOUTH WON'T TA E ANY lORE ... 

••• Police harassment 
The police chiefs 
in Hounslow are 
seriously worrie£! 
by the stir the~ 
have caused after 
arresting 7 
members of the 
Asian communi
ty. 

After a social held in 
November by the Hounslow 
Asian Youth Club, the 
police made an unprovoked 
attack on six youths and one 

older man. Later the police 
arrested those involved on 
charges ranging from ob
struction to Grevious Bodily 
Harm. 

The local Labour Party 
Young Socialists are con
vinced that this action 
was designed to pick off 
some of the most militant 
youth (two of the seven 
arrested are shop stewards) 
and demoralise them with a 
heavy-handed attitude and 
by bringing serious charges 
against them . 

A word of warning to the 
police chiefs-this has had 
the opposite affect. The 

.. SDP-Tory rule 
''The SDP have nothing to 
offer the youth in the West of 
Scotland. It's just the same 
old Smart Alec stuff and we 
in the LPYS are not fooled 
by their slogans.'' 

Frances Curran 
opened the public 
meeting organised 
by the Scottish 
Regional Committe' 
of the LPYS with ar 
attack on the carpet· 
bagger Jenkins stan
ding in the Hillhead 
bye-election. 

Over 250 p~ople from all 
parts of the labour move
ment attended, a fine start 
to the campaign to gai n 
Glasgow's sole Tory margi
nal, Hillhead, for Labour. 

Frances stressed "The 
LPYS are determined to use 
this and other initiatives to 
build Labour's youth. The 
only ·entrance qualification 
is a hatred of the Tories and 
the bosses' system." 

Sandy Smeaton, Chair
man of the Glasgow District 
Labour Party and a promi
nent supporter of the Lab
our Co-ordinating Commit
tee stressed the importance 
of defending conference 
decisions on policies and the 
need to put them over to the 
electorate. 

"It is a lie about the left in 
the Labour Party not want-

Report by 
David Churchley 
(Cathcart Labour Party) 

ing to win the next general 
election. We are every bit 
committed to returning a 
Labour government." 

The third speaker, 'Mili
tant's' editor Peter Taaffe, 
pointed out that one year 
after the SDP started , some ~ 
of the Labour leaders were 4: 
talking as though the Social ~ 
Democrats had not just won ~ 
a few by-elections but were 
already in power. 

0 

0 
.r::: 
0.. "The SDP have gained 

some support from the disil
lusioned Tory voter as the 
results of Thatcher's policies 
and of the deep crisis 
become more obvious . 

"But the SDP must be 
seen in the context of the 
crisis in the capitalist system 
and the bosses' need for a 
second eleven at a time of 
disillusionment with th t
Tories. They have beer 
boosted by their numerow 
members and supporters in 
Fleet Street." 

Peter finished with the 
following point. "We all 
want a Labour government, 

incident has angered the 
Asian community and the 
London labour movement as 
a whole . 

The LPYS, jointly with 
the Asian Youth Club has 
organised picketing outside 
the court, each time the case 
has come up. And each time 
there are more people. On 
Monday (I February) there 
were over 30 people willing 
to take time off work and 
school to demonstrate their 
views to the police . 

Messages of support and 
donations have come from a 
number of London Labour 
Parties, two districts of the 

AUEW, and two · London 
Labour MPs. Some of the 
letters have related incidents 
in other areas, and all have 
expressed concern at the 
increasing brutality of the 
police towards Black and 
Asian workers, youth in 
general and the labour 
movement. 

Black and white workers 
must stand together to 
defend the right of any 
section of the community to 
organise peaceful activities . 

By Sue Kohn 
(LPYS National 

Committee member) 

Thatcher & Co are 'Not Wanted' . LPYS members at the 
'People's March' festival last May 

but some right wing leaders 
are discussing a coalition 
with the SDP. Meanwhile 
the SDP has said they would 
co-operate with a Tory 
government! 

We must learn from the 
experience of the past. 
Socialism cannot be put off 
to the dim and distant 
future. 

We must tell the working 
class the truth. Although 
the programme of the 
'Militant ' is only supported 
by a minority in the labour 
movement at present, the 
march of events will con
vince the majority in the 
future of the need for a bold 
socialist programme." 

•.. Slave labour 
Donations are starting to 
come in to cover the cost 
of the mass lobby of 
Parliament organised by 
the YOP Trainees Union 
Rights Campaign. 

We urgently need 
£3,000 to pay for the 
hall, leaflets, posters, let
ters etc. Our s·upporters 
earn only £25 per week. 
Therefore we depend on 
the trade union and 
labour movement for 
financial support. 

Donations already 
received include: £10 
T&GWU 1/1603 branch, 
£30 T &GWU Region No 
1, £10 ASTMS Leeds 
University, NUT Bark
ing £6.23, NUPE 

A YOPs worker at 
an electrical repair 
workshop in Fulham 
told his supervisor 
he saw no chance of 
getting a job at the 
end of 6 months. 

The supervisor answered 
him that if he continued 
\vith this 'defeatist attitude' 
he would be sacked . 

This talk took place when 
two LPYS members visited a 
local YOPS scheme and 
asked to speak to the trai
nees about the LPYS cam
paign to unionise these 
workers . 

The supervisor, claimed 
he was 'non-political' but 
said the main aim of this 
course was to teach the 

I never realised before just 
just how badly treated the 
people on the YOPs are, 
until the other day, in the 
supermarket where I work a 
young girl started on a 
YOPs scheme. 

At the end of her first 
week , she received no wages, 
so she approached the 
personnel officer about it 
and was told indignantly 
'You never filled in a form .' 

The truth was, however, 
that Personnel had forgot
ten to gi ve her a form; this 
meant she would have to 
wait another week before 
receiving her money. 

Newcastle Central £20, 
Oxford LPYS £6.50. 

The "End Cheap 
Labour'' petition / appeal 
sheet has been used to 
good effect. Hayes 
LPYS collected £11.80 
(including a donation 
from a former Labour 
councillor who joined 
the SDP!) 

Leyton LPYS col
lected £7.11 and the 
Labour Club at Kent 
University raised £12.50. 
Please rush donations to 
YTURC, c / o 150 
Walworth Rd., London 
SE 17. 

Willie Griffin 
(Sec. YTURC) 

workers the need for good 
timekeeping and discipline . 

· If any workers were con
tinually on time and good in 
their work they were rewar
ded with at least 10 minutes 
off at the end of the day. 

The supervisor claimed 
discourage the YOPsters 
from joining a union 'Who 
wants to pay 60 pence a 
week unions dues?' he 
asked. 'We do!' said every
body. 

The demands of the 
LPYS for free bus passes, 
union rates of pay and five 

·weeks paid holidays were 
welcomed despite the super
visors attempts to intimidate 
the workers. 

By Nigel Waterfield 
(Southall LPYS) 

She explained then to the 
Personnel that she had no 
money to come to work the 
next week; and was told she 
would hav e some 
unemployment benefit left. 

Not only do YOPsters 
have to suffer a meagre 
£25.00 a week , but they also 
have to suffer being treated 
unfairly by the bos ses. 
Something must be done 
about this soon to change all 
this . 

By Mary Frances 
Harvey (Newarthill 

& Carlin LPYS 

autlltor 
Lf'@TIJ~ RALLY 

Lobby of Parliament, Thursday 25 February. Rally 
at Royal Festival Hall, 2- 5pm. Speakers include 
Tony Benn MP, Dennis Skinner MP, Rodney 
Bickerstaffe (General Secretary-elect National 
Union of Public Employees) and Peter Taaffe. 

Every LPYS member and 'Militant' supporter should 
make arrangements to get to this lobby. It will be an 
event nobody will want to miss. 

The lobby of Parliament is not the end of our cam
paign. It is only the beginning. Our demands are 
* No to Tebbit's proposals 
* Trade union rates of pay for YOP trainees 
* 35-hour week and five weeks holiday . 
* A guaranteed job for all trainees 



FIGHT AGAINST THE CUTS 
By Ray Physick 

Angrily waving their 
placards and .shout
ing anti-government . 
slogans, 300 demon
strated in -support of 
Sunderland Trades 
Council's lobby of 
the local council 
Qleeting on 27 
January. 

The mood was bitter and 
determined, and became 
even more so after they were 
addressed by Charlie Slater, 
leader of the Labour group 
of councillors. 

People had come from 
·council estates, from their 
threatened local authority 
jobs, to protest against the 
cuts and rent increases, and 
they wanted action. 

Councillor Slater rightly 
put the blame for the cuts 
on the Tories, but when it 

came to solutions he said 
"we have to accept the 
dictates of the government." 

Slater offered no fighting 
lead, quite the opposite, 
saying; "Cuts, rent and rate 
increases are inevitable." 

He was booed as he 
returned to the council 
chambers. NUPE's full-time 
official for Sunderland then 
grabbed the megaphone; 
"This lobby is only the start 
of the campaign. The fight 
must be taken to the 
workplaces-where meet
ings should be organised." 
H; immediately struck a 
chord. 

About 50 people went into 
the public gallery to observe 
the council meeting . 

When the issue of home 
helps came up, a Tory 
councillor opened up the 
debate by attacking (what a 
cheek!) the Labour Group 
for cutting back 800 people's 
home helps. This Tory 
didn't miss any opportunity 
of embarrassing the Labour 
Group. He had judged the 
mood, struck a 'sympathet
ic note' with some of the 
public gallery, and, unfor-

tunately, when he sat down 
some people cheered him . 

Slater rose to reply. Alas, 
the audience didn't expect 
much. Slater slammed the 
hypocrisy of the Tories, and 
correctly put the blame for 
the cuts on the Tories' 
shoulders. But he went on to 
repeat his earlier speech; 
What can we do? We have 
to make do with what we 
have ." 

When he sat down, there 
was a spontaneous reaciton. 
The whole public gallery 
suddenly exploded; 'Sup
port the sick and elderly! 

· 'Kick the Tories out!' they 
chanted . Hundreds of 'anti
cuts' leaflets were scattered 
over councillors, before pro
testors noisily left the gal
lery. 

One woman shouted 'I 
work for £18 a week. What 
will you do about that?' The 
demonstration of their dis
gust was complete. 

Downstairs in the foyer 
the atmosphere was electric. 
Chant and counter-chant 
could be heard. 

Hilda Mustard, a part
time dining attendant at 

Red House Infant school, 
told us; 'I work 13 Yz hours a 
week for £18. My husband 
works as a Plater in a 
shipyard . If I get paid off, if 
the rent goes up, our 
standard of living will 
decrease . We have an eleven 
-year-old; what flaming fu
ture is there for him?" 

"People are lying down," 
Hilda said , "things are 
being accepted too easily. 
Unions should accept no job 
losses. The council should 
fight back." 

Mrs McMahon interjec
ted; "We don't want Slater, 
we don ' t want the Tories. 
I've always voted Labour, 
but when they get in they do 
nowt." Hilda added; "The 
next Prime Minister should 
be Tony Benn." 

These women were at 
their first political event. 
They instantly grasped the 
need for a fightback. 

Their protests were not in 
vain, either. Later, a Labour 
councillor told us that he 
was disgusted with Slater's 
attitude. Certainly, there's 
plenty of life in Sunderland 
on the cuts battle front! 

Students must turn to unions 

Students demonstrate in a recent occupation in London 

"No to cuts in the uni ons in th e colleges 
• and to other public sector 

further educatiOn. workers. Students will not 
Occupy." That has lightl y move int o action , 
been the response of facing di sciplinary action , 
students at a number unless there is a prospect of 

d vict o ry. 
of .universities an This was shown by recent 
polytechnics. event s at Leeds Uni versit y. 

A bold lead from the Na- Without any sustained 
tional Union of Students preparation an indefinite 
(NUS), clearl y orientated to occupatio n fo the Adminis-
the labour movement could tration Block was launched. 
harness the students' anger Over 200 student s were in-
to a massive campaign to itially in volved . 
halt the cut s. But the futile tactic of in-

A united campaign o f definite occupation, 
trade union s and student s without an y clear aim o r 
could, in the University sec- orientation to the labour 
tor, force the Uni versiiy movement, meant that ac-
authorities to commit them- tive support soon waned 
selves to go into deficit in and the Universit y 
order not to implement the Authorities felt confident to 
UGC cuts. act by closing the (unoc-

In the polys and the FE cupied) Wages Department , 
Colleges, it could force trying to divide student s 
Labour councils to reject and campus workers. 
the cuts and launch a joint At the same time, some 
campaign iri defiance of lecturers, despite opposition 
Tory minister Heseltine. from the AUT Branch, 

But Student Unions must threatened to abandon 
build for victory by a courses if the occupation 
thorough campaign and continued. The Tories (and 
take any plans for action to the SDP!) successfully mov-

ed that the occupation be 
ended. 

But thi s need no t mean 
the end of the campaign 
again st the cut s. Plans 
should be drawn up to 
make the NUS 'Week of 
Action' (1-5 March) a 
massive show of strength by 
campus workers and 
students. Nationally the 
NUS must approach the 
unions to discuss possible 
strike action on National 
Demon s tration Day (5 
March). 

The Authorities are at the 
moment confident of being 
able to deal with opposition 
to the cuts. At Manchester 
University police were call
ed to break up a peaceful 
picket of the Uni versity 
Senate-the body which 
decides how to implement 
the cuts . 

They would not be so 
confident if faced with ac
tion by the campus workers 
backed up by the mobilisa
tion of thousands of 
students! 

NOLS members of the 
NUS Executive must also 

commit NUS to campaign 
for student s to vote Labo ur 
in May's local elections and 
fight to commit Labo ur to 
tlppose th e cut s. 

If Universities are to be 
forced to go in to deficit , 
NOLS must campaign for 
Labour 's NEC to pledge th e 
next Labour government to 
wipe off an y deficit and in
terest charges incurred by 
Universities as a result of 
defying the UGC cuts. 

Keith Joseph , as Industry 
Secretary, was defeated by 
the miners in February 1981 
over pit closures. A deter
mined, united campaign by 
campus workers and 
students can give him a 
similar welcome as Educa
tion Secretary and be a first 
step to the defeat of this 
Tory government. 

By Steve Johnson 
(Leeds University 

Labour Club) 
& Clive Heemskerk 

(NOLS NC, 
Militant supporter) 

(t February '1982 -M1LITANt 5 

Needed-A voice 
for Labour 

"In August I got so bad. 
The water and the rats were 
running through. I was go
ing to take all my pain killer 
tablets but I was worried 
that if I didn't do the job 
right the doctor wouldn't 
give me more". (Guardian 
26 January) 

These words, spoken by a 
43 year old housebound 
woman in the Moyard 
Estate, Belfast, (nicknamed 
"suicide estate") show the 
despair of people who have 
to put up with some of the 
worst housing in Europe. 

Unemployment in Nor
thern Ireland stands at a 
staggering 114,000, or one 
in five of the working 
population. Of these 18,500 
are under 19. The figure can 
only get worse. If the 
DeLorean car plant closes. 
2,600 jobs will disappear at 
a stroke. 

This appalling situation 
cries out for a solution. Yet 
workers in the North have 
no political voice of their 
own, no Labour Party to 
t'ight !he green and orange 
Tories who share respon
-;ibility for this crisis. 

That is why Trent 
Polvtechnic Labour Club 
has-organised a Conference 
on Ireland for February 13 . 
. In the last 12 months fac

lory occupations against 
redundancies; demonstra
tions against cuts, and rent 

increases and by students 
for a decent grant have 
united Catholics and Pro
testants. That unity and 
determination we have to 
build on. 

Toryism cannot solve 
unemployment or slum 
housing; their only 'solu
tion' is repression. Nor can 
any of the sectarian groups 
like the UDA or Provisional 
IRA. On the contrary, the 
Provo campaign of in
dividual terror, has only in
~reased sectarian tensions 
and led to a strengthening 
of repression. 

A Labour Party cam
paigning for jobs and de
rent housing and against 
repression could win the 
-;upport of Catholic and 
Protestant workers alike 
:md transform life in the 
'1/orth. 

We have organised our 
conference to bring home to 
members of the National 
Organisation of Labour 
~tudents (NOLS) the urgent 
1eed to establish a Labour 
t'arty based on the trade 
mions. We urge all Clubs 
o send a delegate and as 
nany visitors as possible. 
.abour Party members are 

,iJso welcome. 

By Leo McDaid 
(Trent Polytechnic 

Labour Club) 

Trent Polytechnic labour Club 
CONFERENCE ON N IRELAND 

Saturday 13 February, Lecture Theatre, Byron ~uilding 
Trent Poly Student Union, Shakespeare St, Nottmgham 
Registration at 11 am. Two sessions: 
-'Divide and Rule: Background to the Present Crisis' 
-'What Future for NI?, debate between Clive Heemskerk 

('Militant' supporter, NOLS NC) and a NOLS Officer 
Social in the evening. Accommodation available if requested. 

Labour Club delegate credentials ( £ 1. 50) 
and Visitors ' credentials (75p) 

from Trent Poly Labour Club, c/o address above 

Build the 
Young 

Socialists! 
Following the rule change at 
last year's Labour Party 
Conference affecting the 
formation of LPYS bran
ches, a new set of regulat
ions for LPYS branches was 
approved by the January 
meeting of Labour's NEC. 

These regulations which 
put the rule change into 
effect, mean that obstacles 
which in the past have been 
placed in the path of young 
party members wanting to 
form a Young Socialists 
branch have been removed . 

The regulations were not 
passed without some at
tempts to delay a decision. 
Right wingers such as John 
Golding, supported by Neil 
Kinnock, argued that CLPs 
should first be circulated for 
comment, even though the 
issue had already been 
decided by some 1 Yz million 
votes at annual conference. 

The most important 
among the approved regu
lations, which should be a 
big boost to the establish
ment of new branches in the 

- next few months, are the 
follwing; 

•The Constituency Party 
General Committee must 
make a decision to form a 
branch of the Labour Party 
Young Socialists and define 
the area the branch is to 
cover. The General Com
mittee cannot refuse to 
form a branch if there is a 
desire to form one. 
•The Constituency Secretary 
or other CLP officer or 
officers as agreed by the 
General Committee shall 
convene the inaugural meet
ing of the branch on a 
suitable date as early as 
possible . The date shall be 
notified to Regional Office 
with at least fourteen days 
notice . 
•A Regional Officer (or 
someone deputed by the 
Regional Office) shall be 
present at the inagural 
meeting. If no regional 
officer can attend on the 
date notified by the General 
Commi.ttee the Regional 
Office shall deputise a 
responsible officer of the 
party instead. 
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Hospitals run down? Blame the left! 
From the riots to the rail strike, 'extreme left 

wingers' tend to get the blame for most things 
these days. Now it seems we are causing trouble in 
the inner city hospitals. In a report on health care 
in inner cities by the Royal College of General 
Practitioners, its author Dr Keith Folden 
discovered Liverpool and Glasgow hospitals are 
having great problems. Not so much from the cuts 
it would seem, but from 'extreme left-wing at
titudes'. Why, Dr Bolden was shocked to find in 
Liverpool that "doctors have to compete with 
cleaners and orderlies for parking space". What a 
tragedy. Dr Bolden would do better to call for the 
reverse of the cutbacks and adequate resources for 
the NHS. And if health workers were involved in 
the planning of hospitals and the government pro
vided enough money for them to be built properly, 
there would be parking space for all. 

Bosses leave a bad taste 
The Holy Father Roadshow will be rolling into 
Britain in June, and the sharks of big busmess are 
all set to make a packet. The Pope's visit will be 
marked by an avalanche of souveniers-ballons, T 
Shirts, tea towels etc-and for those who feel real
ly lowly and humble, they can celebrate the glory 
of God by buying a gold Garrard watch with little 
silver Papal heads inset, for £1 ,000. But devout 
Catholics who buy these knick-knacks thinking 
the money is going to the Catholic church are 
wrong. The business side of the visit is being 
organised by the International Management 
Group, which consists of 43 firms. They say their 
cause is to ensure that things that are 'bad taste'. 
are not licensed for sale, and has nothing to do of 
course with their desire to have a monopoly over 
the whole market. And their terms for Papa? His 
church only gets tOOJo of the profits (not that they 
are short of a few bob with their vast treasures of 
worldly goods stored in the Vatican). All the rest 
goes to the 43 firms, who, given the thousands 
who will flock to see the Pope, will make a tidy 
sum. 

No 'Moscow Gold' for us! 
Militant has often been accused of wanting an 
Eastern Bloc style police state in Britain and being 
financed with Moscow gold. Well, this is what the 
Stalinist bureaucracy in Hungary think of 
'Militant'. It is a word-for-word translation from 
the official Communist Part~· political journal. 
'Magyaroszag'. commenting upon recent events in 
the Labour Party: "Since the beginning of 
November there is an enormous pressure on 
Michael Foot to step up laction l against the 
' militants ' who are hiding in local Labour Parties. 
At best they are simple Benn-believers, at worst 
they belong to the pale Trotskyist coloured Mili
tant Tendency. It is painful but true, that in a good 
proportion of the local parties they are the most in
fluential. Also they bloody seriously think that the 
Labour Party has to change from an attractive 
party of (an) all social strata-broad church-to a 
radical socialist organisation, which not only 
wants to defeat the Tories. but has definite 
policies ... "! 

50 YEARS AGO 
With the Tories trying to drive us back to the 
'good old days F when profits were large, it is 
worth recalling that their system deprives 
millions of the most .basic right of all, the right 
to live. A report published fifty years ago this 
month showed that in a working class district 
of Manchester more than one in ten babies died 
before they were one year old. In St Clements 
ward, Ancoate, infant mortality was 169 out of 
every 1, 000 births. In nearby more prosperous 
suburban Didsbury it was down to 49 out of 
every 1,000. 

Since then workers have won the National 
Health Service and other reforms so that the 
tragedy of (nfant mortality has been greatly 
reduced, but early death still strikes down 
disproportionately upon the working class. The 
class system dominates from the cradle to the 
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Don't applaud SDP 
Some alarming 
insight into the 
thinking of 
Labour's right 
wing is given by 
Bill Sirs-, General 
Secretary of the 
ISTC, in the 
February issue of 
the steel union's 
journal, 'Ban
ner'. 

Sirs hails th e Bishops 
Stortford conference bet
ween the TUL V (Trade 
Unions for a Labour Vic
tory) and Labo ur ' s Na
tional Executive as a great 
turning point in the Pa-rt y's 
fortunes. Bill, however , is 
hardl y overflowing with op
timi sm. 

" There is nO\v a chance," 
he writes, "that the Labour 
Part y could win the next 
election_ Just a chance. We 
now have to explain and 
propound the alternative 
policies which we have for
mulated ." 

Nowhere, however, does 
Bill Sirs spell out exactly 
what policies he means. The 
fact that he is less than 
wholeheartedly et h usiast ic 
about the radical policies in
cluded in ' The Socialist 
Alternative' adopted at last 
October 's Labour Part y 
Conference is suggested by 
the next bit of his Editorial. 

This is headed 'Congrat
ulations to Shirley'! In ;pite 
of his desire to see a Labour 
government returned, he 
says, "it would be churlish 
if we did not offer con
gratulations to Shirley 
Williams on her victory at 
the polls in the Crosby Con
stituency." 

But wasn't it rather 
'churlish' - to say the 
least-of Shirley Williams 
to have deserted the Labour 
Part y when she found 
herself defeated on major 
issues of policy? Is it not 
outright treachery for 

Bill Sirs. General Secretary of the steelworkers' union, ISTC. Photo: Militant 

-Fight them I 
Shirley Williams to have 
then stabbed the Party in 
the back and joined a new 
centre party deliberately 
promoted by big business 
and the media to put an 
obstacle in the way of the 
return of a majority Labour 
government? 

Apparently, Shirley is 
redeemed in Bill Sirs' eyes 
by the fact that she is "a 
tough, redoubtable, but 
very fair politician" who 
will now be bringing back to 
the House "all her acumen, 
commonsense, and flair ." 

Then Sirs gets to the real 
point : "We cannot write 
off the SDP, who could 
well be part of a coalition 
with Labour if Labour fails 
to clinch a decisive vie-
tory ." 

The 'Banner' article has 
already brought a strong 
protest from Roy Hughes. 
MP for Newport and chair
man o f the Parliamentary 

Labour Party's steel in
dustry group. He has writ
ten to Sirs reminding him 
that the ISTC is affiliated to 
the Labour Party, condem
ning the praise for 
Williams, and aiso pointing 
out that in Newport fi ve 
Labour councillors who are 
ISTC activists are being op
posed by SDP candidates. 

The 'common 
ground' between 

Labour's right 
wing and 
the SDP 

Like many right-wing 
members of the Parliamen
tary Labour Part y, in
cluding Jim Calla2han and 
Den is Heale y, Bill Sirs 
seems to have already con
ceded in his heart of heart s 
that it is unlikely that 
Labour will win an overall 

majority in the next general 
election. 

The right do not know 
how to fight the SOP
because the policies they 
really support are virtually 
indistinguishable from the 
Social Democrat s. Their 
main aim, therefme , is to 

maintain as much 'common 
ground' as possible with the 
SDP on key economic and 
other policy issues. 

Thi s defeatist attitude on 
the part of the right of the 
PLP and trade union 
leadership is not shared by 
Labour' s ranks or by the ac
tive workers in the trade 
union s. 

The y know that the 
defeat of the Tories, the 
defeat of the SDP, and the 
return of a majorit y Labour 
government depends on an 
acti ve campaign-appealing 
to working people on a class 
basis, and with fi2htin2 
sociali st policies. ~ -

Big Brother in the 
The sole purpose of 
education under 
capitalism is to pro
duce docile and effi
cient servants for the 
ruling class. 

Thus th o ught Lenin , and 
obviously if the products of 
the school are going to be 
passive and docile, their 
teachers need to be so too. 

Several weeks ago during 
a dispute with my Head 
master, I needed to take a 
phone call. The Head told 
me to use hi s room . 

Halfwa y through the 
phone conversa tion I no
ticed on the desk a file 
bearing my name! In the file 
was a newspaper clipping, 
going back several years to 
when I, as local NUT presi
dent , was involved in fight
ing education cuts . I ;!so 
spotted a leaflet advertising 
a talk I gave last autumn. 

My union was called in 
and we confronted the Head 
with the material and asked 
why it was being kept in my 
official file . 

The Head 's reply was that 
it was just a bit of a joke at 
my expense. Growi-ng angry 
\vith himself for letting the 

Classrootn 
By a NUT 
member 

file fall into my hands, the 
Head then let slip that also 
in the file was a report on a 
Labour Party Young Social
ist public meeting which I 
chaired in 1979. We asked if 
we could examine the file 
ourselves. He declined, say
ing he would let the union 
secretary come and do so, 
thus saving himself time for 
a little laundry! 

Investigation 
was restrained 
by procedure 

I complained to the 
school governors. After 
some initial reluctance, the 
union supported me and the 
governors body met to 
consider my grievance. I 

conducted my own case 
using my Regional Official 
as an adviser and witness . 

Neither I nor the gover
nors were able to question 
the Head directly- he had a 
fellow headmaster to con
duct his 'defence'. The 
Head's mouth piece tried to 
justify the report on the 
LPYS meetings on the 
grounds that I had said 
slanderous things about the 
Head. I denied that and 
pointed out how the report 
had been produced by 
members of the Young 
Conservatives . Anyway, if 
this was really true , the 
Head should have sued me 
rather than put unsubstan
tiated reports on secret files. 

My Regional Official ad
ded that the union had 
warned the Head about 
improper material in files 
several years ago. 

The governors, all Labour 
asked some pertinent ques
tions, but were somewhat 
constrained by the 'pro
cedure' being rigorously 

applied by the Education 
Officials at the meeting. 
The disciplinary procedures 
that management can use 
against teachers is very 
black and white, but . the 
complaints procedure that 
we can use against them is 
ambiguous. The procedure's 
inadequacy is reflected in 
the fact that it hardly ever 
used . 

The attitude of one or two 
old Labour right wingers on 
the governors surprised me; 
they were too infected with 
the 'don't rock the boat' 
attitude. 

The eventual outcome 
was for the governors to ask 
the Head to undertake to 
show me everything that is 
on my file now, or put on in 
the future, with me having 
the right to comment. But 
the main point that I wanted 
establishing, that keeping 
political records is just not 
on, was sidestepped. If I 
want that made explicit I 
will have to go further up 
the procedural beanstalk. 



to Tebbit's -solution 
unemployment flying over 
the three million mark was to 
call on workers to show 
restraint in their pay 
demands. 

Yet on the same 
TV programme that 
Tebbit made these 
remarks, new towns 
were covered, show
ing Coventry. It was 
no longer a 'City of 
Skills and Oppor
tunities,' but a 
crumbling ghost 
town with even ma
jor shops closing as 
workers can no 
longer afford the 
goods on display. 

By Jon lngham 
(Leeds AUEW 
No 6 branch) 

Sulzers had recently moved 
to a brand new £22 million 
factory that was purpose 
built for manufacturng 
large-scale pumping equip
ment. 
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rictor ies. 
Unlike the national strike 

of 1979 (conducted on only 
two days of the week) both 
these disputes were fought 
all-out. In the case of 
Sulzers, urgent orders were 
help up. In terms of the 
Forge , production was 
quickly brought to a halt at 
many other factories which 
became short of the axles 
made in Leeds. 

If our national claims 
were pursued in the same 
manner then two million 
engineering workers could 
bring the entire British 
industry to a halt and force 
the employers to concede 
decent wages and hours. 

Undoubtedly, such a lead 
could galvanise ordinary 
workers throughout indus
try. 

Over the last two years 
Leeds has found itself in a 
similar position. Our basic 
industries, texti le s and 
engineering, have both been 
hammered by relentless 
redundancies. All this has 
been· used by the employers 
to dri ve down wages. 

Since the str ike ended 
over two month s ago, 
rather than mass lay offs 
and redu ndancies manage
ment have laid on extra 
overtime an d are screaming 
to fini sh orders. Five special 
pumps in particular are 
heading Alaska where t he 
river is only open for one 
month in the year. 

The impact of thi s victory 
has been consolidated with, 
for instance, new appren
tices seeking o ut the con
venor to join the union. 

The picket line at Kirkstall Forge during the strike by 900 workers against the GKN bosses 

In Leeds, for instance, 16 
workers walked out of 
Medasil (Surgical). This 
management, which would 
not tolerate unions, had just 
sacked a worker who had 
accepted a meagre sii;o 
increase, but was not suf
ficiently happy enough 
about it' for management's 
liking! He was issued with 
a letter stating this and he 
was, therefore, demorali sing 
hi s fellow workers. 

With the Tories in power, 
Leeds now fi nds it self with 
40,000 workers registered 
unempl oyed. In this 
climate, it has only been the 
local trade union s which 
have provided an alter
native. 

The fight-back started 
with the dispute at Sulzers 
Engineering, where a work 
for ce of 300 AUEW 
members fought a four
week strike in -order to win 
an increase of 10 .20Jo. 

Following hot on the 
heels oT Sulzers, Leeds saw 
the total walk-out of 900 
workers at Kirskstall Forge . 
Immediatel y, the Forge 
workers were pitted not 
against local management 
but against · GKN, the 
parent 'Company who were 
aiming to follow the 
governmen t line of 40Jo. 

No doubt spurred on by 
the victory at Sulzers, the 
Forge workers began erec
ting elaborate picket 
shelters and launched an ?P
peal to th e movement. In 

the fe w weeks the appeal 
was out , over £2,000 was 
collected and used for runn
ing the picketing. 

The re so lve of the 
workers was, howver , in no 
way matched by the righ
wing union leadership of 
the AUEW. After three 
weeks the un ion's executive 
ordered the District Full
timer to call a mass meeting 
over the heads of the shop 
stewards and to recommend 
a return to work. 

Hundred s of workers 
poured into the town hall 
for the mass meeting . While 
listening to the exec utive's 
recommen dation (accep-

The Newcastle Central railway station- built in the heyday of the industrial revolution , it is now 
a shell of its former self Photo : M ilitant 

ranee ot' less than the 
original offer) they voted to 
suppo rt their own shop 
stewards, who by 19 to 3 
were recommending that 
the st rik e be continued until 
an acceptable offer had 
been received. 

Thi s attempt b y the 
AUEW right-wing executive 
backfired in two ways. 

Firstly, that within a week 
management had collapsed 
and Leeds was to see a 
second victory in its major 
industry, engineering. On 
this occasion £I4 rises were 
notched up (over an 18 
month period) . 

Unlike Tebbit's pipe-

dreams on unemployment, 
workers of Sulzers and 
Kirk stall Forge had defen
ded their wages and there
fore jobs in the retail trade , 
and further, b y direct 
action, both groups of 
workers had achieved the 39 
hour week. 

Secondly, the victory at 
K irkstall Forge underlines 
the catastrophic advice giv
en by the AUEW national 
leadership. If it had been 
followed, it would have 
meant not only lower wages 
but also clauses on produc
tivity and future loss of jobs. 
It is up to the engineering 
union to base itself on these 

All the shop floor walked 
out in support of this 
victimised worker and the 
entire workforce, mainly 
women and previously un
organised joined the GM
WU and picketed the fac
tory. 

Within 24 hours, and 
after a few post office vans 
had refused to cross the 
picket line, management 
held a meeting with John 
Payne , the GMWU full time 
organiser. Having turned to 
the unions the workers were 
deli ghted to find their 
workmate reinstated, union 
recognition granted, and , 
furhter, full pay for the 
day-and-a-half on strike. 

British Rail's 
Victorian 
hangover 

Newcastle Central 
Railway Station was 
built in the heyday 
of the river Tyne. 
When coal, steel and 
heavy engineering 
were the basic in
dustries, most of it 
began its journey on 
the railway, through 
Newcastle. 

Thousands of workers 
manned the trains and sta
tions, that spread like a 
spider' s web to every corner 
of the North East. 

Today the Central Sta
tion reflects much that is 
wrong with the North East 
and evervthing that is 
wrong wiih British Rail. 
Although the main entrance 
has just had a face lift , 
behind the scenes where the 
passengers never go, the 
Victorian era lives on. 

We work on huge open 
platforms , with no heating, 
which means that in winter 
the temperature drops well 
below zero, for long hours 

By Vince 
Haywood 

(NUR, Newcastle) 
personal capacity 

with many men working 
60/ 70 hours a week in o rder 
to make up a decent take 
home pay. Staff who leave 
are rarel y replaced, thus in
creasing the work load for 
those left behind. 

All this added to the 
anger at the recent press 
report s, which claimed we 
are overpayed and under
worked. One yo ung railway 
worker told me that in 1980 
he worked a 7 day week 
which included five 12 hour 
shifts . For this he took 
home the princely sum of 
£62! Wage anomalies mean 
that cleaners on the new 
Tyneside Metro can earn 
more than an ASLEF 
driver. No wonder morale is 
low . 

The BR bosses are now 
trying to drive a wedge bet
ween the two main rail 
unions. Unfortunately this 

seems to be helped by the 
attitude of the leadrship of 
the biggest rail union, the 
NUR. Guards in Newcast le 
feel angered over the accep
tance of flexible rostering, 
they see a future of worsen
ing shift patterns, reduced 
safety levels and longer 
hours. Posters advertising a 
meeting that Mr Weighell 
will address have been torn 
down or defaced. 

12,000 jobs have already 
been lost, with another 
24,000 to go by 1983, and 
many now feel that com
pulsory redundancies will 
be announced. 

Bosses sponge 
off the 

nationalised 
industries 

The railways could pro
vide the answer to the 
energy problem, reduce 
road traffic, give people .the 
freedom to move around 
the country cheaply. In
stead , like Newcastle 's Vic
torian Central Station , the 
railways stand as a grim 
reminder of the past. It is 
used by industry , man y of 
them its former owners, and 
all those who live like lice 
off the · nationalised in
dustries, as another easy 
way of making money at the 
workers' expense. 
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On January 30 1972, a Civil 
Etights march through the 
Creggan and Bogside areas 
of Derry ended in the 
atrocity now known world
wide as ''Bloody Sunday'' 

Towards the end 
of the march, as a 
rally was beginning, 
members of the 1st 
Battalion the 
Paratroopers storm
ed into the area, fir
ing indiscriminately 
at almost every 
civilian target they 
could find. 

By the end of the day 
thirteen unarmed civiliam 
had been shot dead. Many 
more had been injured . Im
mediately the army tops at
tempted to disguise the 
truth. Conflicting reports of 
the casualties were issued. 
Lies were spread about 
"gunmen" provoking the 
carnage by firing at troops. 

But the scores of 
statements of eye witnesses 
soon established the truth. 
There were horrifying ac
counts of soldiers firin2 
from the hip into crowds o'i· 
fleeing teenagers and of 
bodies being dragged "like 
lumps of meat" by the hair 
and thrown into army 
vehicles. 

These are excerps from 
just two such statements: 
Fulvio Grimaldi, an Italian 
journalist, explaining that 
he had witnessed atrocities 
in many countries, said "l 
have seen many civil wars 
and revolutions and wars. I 
have never seen such a cold 
blooded murder. Organis
ed, disciplined murder. 
Planned murder" . He goes 
on , " I saw a young fellow 
who had been wounded, 
crouching again st the wall. 
He was sho uti ng "don't 
shoot, don ' t shoot". A 
paratrooper approached 
and shot him from about 
one yard. 

" I saw a young boy of 
fifteen pr o te cti ng hi s 
girlfriend against the wall 
and then proceeding to try 
and rescue her by going out 
with a handkerchief and 
with the other hand on his 
hat. A paratrooper ap
proached, shot him from 
about one yard in the 
stomach, and then shot the 
girl in the arm". 

Another eye witnes s, 
Matthew Connolly, saw 
some of the killings. "I was 
standing at the corner of 
Patrick Street when a young 
fellow of sixteen or seven
teen was shot and fell in 
front of me, he was shot 
fairly high up in hi > 
chest.. .at this time the 
fellow was not dead. As we 
went forward to help him, 
automatic fire riddled the 
rubble ... about a minute 
later John Wray crawled 
with his head down towards 
the boy who had been hit, 

oody 
Sunday 

he got to within a yard of 
him, when a single shot hit 
him. He was dead . 

"A youth tried to move 
towards the bodies, but on
ly got out into the open and 
he was shot...we ran into a 
courtyard that was blind to 
the soldiers. More shot s 
rang out and three fell 
beside each other. Two hat' 
gunshot wounds and th . 
other had a heart attack, h, 
later died ... " 

Soon after these murders 
the Government set up ar 
official enquiry under Lord 
Widgery which attempted 
to whitewash the behaviour 

10YEARSON 
of the troops. Today, ten 
years on, it is the living ac
counts of those who were at 
the receiving end of this ter
ror, not the distortions of 
this enquiry, which present 
the facts. 

Coming as it did, only six 
months after the introduc
tion of internment, Bloody 
Sunday provoked an un
precedented mood of fury 
amongst the Catholic 
population North and 
South . In the South there 
was a one day general strike 
as part of a spontaneous 
movement of protest. A 

huge crowd in Dublin mar
ched on and burned the 
British embassy. 

In Newry, one week after 
the deaths , a huge crowd of 
60,000, from North and 
South, marched in protest 
and in defiance of an in
timidating military presence 
and a cordon of steel which 
the army had placed around 
the town. 

Bloody Sunday, and tl:tis 
wave of anger, was the last 
nail in the coffin of the 
Stormont Parliament. 
Shortly afterwards it was 
prorogued and direct rule 

By Peter 
Hadden 

from Westminster began. 
Since then every attempt to 
recreate a local political 
forum has collapsed. Direct 
rule continues. 

Throughout the decade 
since Bloody Sunday, the 
one consistent element in 
the policy of the ruling class 
has been their ultimate 
reliance on army repression 
of which the Derry atrocity 
stands out as only the most 
naked example . 

Thirteen deaths in Derry 
will remain as a monument 
to the inability of the ruling 
class in Britain to solve the 

Above right: The start of the 
peaceful Civil Rights 
demonstration 
Below: How it ended 

problems of Northern 
Ireland. On the basis of 
capitalism these problems 
are insoluble. It would take 
the emergence of a class 
movement uniting Catholic 
and Protestant workers to 
break the vice of poverty 
and of repression .. 

The tragedy of the after
math of Bloody Sunday was 
that the mass outrage of a 
whole section of the com
munity, North and South 
could not find such a class 
expression. Sadly, the of
ficial organisations of the 
labour movement in the 
North remained silent 
throughout this upheaval. 

As a result, a generation 
of youth in the Catholic 
areas embittered by intern
ment and by murder on the 
streets could see no other 
means of fighting back but 
by turning to the methods 
of the Provisionals and, at 
that time, of the Official 
IRA, both of whom were 
conducting a military cam
paign. 

It then appeared to man y 
of the Catholic youth that 
the "quick" and "easy" 
solutions of the bomb and 
the bullet represented a way 
forward. Marxists at the 
time warned that these 
methods of individual ter
ror would prove futile. Only 
the working class using its 
traditional methods of mass 
action is capable of chang-

TV Cen~ 
The British capitalists, 
through their control of the 
media, regularly distort and 
twist the news to their own 
purpose, the almost daily 
attacks upon trade unionists 
being the clearest example. 
But the media bosses are 
also highly selective about 
what they want people to 
know (or not to know) 
about Northern Ireland. as 
can be seen by yet another 
banning of a TV broadcast , 
not even about Ireland as 
such, but about the press 
coverage of Ireland. 

The Campaign for Free 
Speech on Ireland has onl y 
now been told, more than 

ing society. 
Individual terrorism 

ultimately leads to isolation 
and defeat. Far from 
weakening the state, and 
resisting repression , it pro
vides the government with 
the very excuse it needs to 
vastly increase repression. 

The experience of the 
Provisionals over more than 
a decade has confirmed 
these points. Last year, ten 
hunger strikers died in the 
H-Blocks, another monu
ment to the intransigence of 
the British Tory Govern
ment. 

Sectarian 
Assassinations 

Most of these were in 
their early teens at the time 
of Bloody Sunday. They 
then were driven into the 
Provos because of a lack of 
an alternative . Their lives 
and the lives of many others 
like them were wasted in a 
military campaign which 
will never, and can never 
succeed. 

Individual terror in any 
industrialised country is 
doomed to defeat. In Nor
thern Ireland it is doubly ill
fated because of the sec
tarian division amongst the 
working class : The stepping 
up of the Provo campaign 
in 1972 provoked a mood of 
fear and anger in Protestant 
areas. This was capitalised 



;orsbip 
two years after having been 
accepted, that their applica
tion for an Open Door _pro
gramme is, after all, being 
vetoed by the tops of the 
BBC. 

It was in November 1979 
that the programme' s selec
tion committee , including 
independent ob servers 
representing the public, ap
proved the application by a 
large majority. This has 
now been overruled by the 
Director of News and Cur
rent Affairs, the Managing 
Director of Televi sion and 
the Controller of BBC2. 

The Campai g n wa s 
founded in 1977 at a public 

upon by the leaders of the 
emerging Loyalist Para
military organisations, men 
like the recently assas
sinated John McKeague, 
who on the night of Bloody 
Sunday, declared on TV 
that it should be called 
"Good Sunday". 

Led by such statements, 
the Protestant paramilitary 
backlash began in earnest. 
I 972 will also be 
remembered as the year 
when sectarian killer gangs 
had thefi' hey-day. Before 
the first anniversary of the 
Derry murders 89 Catholics 
and 38 Protestants had been 
killed by sectarian 
assassination squads. 

What followed Bloody 
Sunday was a nightmare of 
sectarianism and repres
sion. Yet it need not have 
been so. Bloody Sunday oc
curred at the time of the 
first miners' strike against 
the Heath government. 
Two years later the miners 
unseated this government. 

These two historic strikes 
showed that it is mass ac
tion, particularly industrial 
action, which can achieve 
results. Had the labour and 
trade union movement in 
Northern Ireland intervened 
to attempt to lead and 
direct the opposition to 
Bloody Sunday along class 
lines things could have been 
different. 

The trade unions could 

' 

meeting addressed by a 
number of journalist s in
cluding Jonathan Dim
bleby, and it has since 
published a booklet listing 
28 TV programmes which 
were banned, censored or 
delayed-the total is now 
nearer to 40 . 

In a statement fo llowing 
the banning o f their Open 
Door programme, th e Cam
paign correctl y co ncludes 
that "the BBC has banned 
the programme for political 
reasons," adding that "the 
BBC's deci sion ironicall y 
demonstrates the very prac
tices the Campaign was set 
up to oppose." 

have fought to unite 
workers against repression. 
A class movement would 
also have been capable of 
appealing to the rank and 
file of the army, most of 
whom are driven into 
uniform by the lack of jobs 
in Britain and stand apart 
from the specially picked 
and trained "elite" found 
in regiments such as the 
Paratroopers. 

Today it is neither sec
tarianism, nor the false 
methods of the Provos, but 
united class action which is 
required in Northern 
Ireland. In the ten years 
since Bloody Sunday the 
working class of Britain an·d 
Northern Ireland have been 
brought closer together. 

Areas of Britain have ex
perienced rioting and police 
repression. Once again the 
working class are faced with 
an offensive but by a Tory 
government even more 
vicious and reactionary 
than the Heath administra
tion. 

Ten years on it is clear 
that revenge for the 13 
deaths in Derry will be 
achieved by the working 
class in Britain and Ireland 
fighting together to throw 
out the Tories and their 
system, the system which 
spawned the Paratroopers 
and whose survival hinges 
on the massacre of innocent 
workers. 
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Labour's NEC moves towards 
I 

The Tories are slashing the number of ap
prenticeships open to youth by 10,000 a 
year. More and more youth are wallowing 
on the dole or being "conscripted" into 
rotten slave labour jobs. Tory minister 
Norman Tebbit is now proposing a new 
youth training scheme that will force 
youth to work for £15 a week (or 37Y2p 
per hour). 

It i s again s t thi s 
background that the YOPs 
Trade Union Right s Cam
paign has been getting huge 
support for it s lobby of 
Parliament. At the same 
time, the Labour Party 
NEC has produced a new 
policy doc ument called 
" 16-19 Learning for Life" 
and has asked affiliated 
organisations to submit 
comments by April 9th . 

A flood of resolutions 
from LPYS branches and 
union s should go to the 
NEC, on this important 
policy statement, welcom
ing the document but exten
ding and developing the 
demands further. 

The main proposals in the 
document are:-
• "The introduction of a 
student traineeship~ where 
all 16-19 year olds, whether 
in full time education , at 
work, or unemployed , will 
have the right to recei ve 
systematic education in th e 
form o f a student trainee
ship. 
• "A com prehen sive " ter
tiary" system o f training 
and employment for 16-19 
year olds. ("Tertiary" im
pl ying the next le\el beyond 
Primary and Secondary 
education). 
• " Setting up of tertiary 
colleges, rather than 6th 
form colleges, that can of
fer both part-time and full
time courses for adult s as 
well as yo ung people. 
• "Existing 6th form s 
must offer a wide range of 
options at different lev~ls of 
study in part-time as well as 
full time courses. 
• "Local education 
authorities would be given 
powers to use private 
schools for 16-19 provision 
within the maintained sec
tor. 
• ''All young people on 
full time education courses 
should receive an "educa
tion maintenance 
allowance" which should 
meet their needs and in
crease the staying-on rate in 
education af(er 16. 
• "Military training for 
the unemployed or a Na
tional Community Service 
for all young people should 
be opposed. 
• "Young people on YOP 
should receive an allowance 
which is far higher than the 
current allowance and 
which should rise with in
creases in average earnings. 
• "Young people, 
especially those who leave 
school, should immediately 
receive Supplementary 
Benefit on finding 
themselves unemployed. 
• "No 16-19 year olds 
should be charged tuition 
fees ." ~ 

The Labour Party docu
ment contains a lot of 

By Willie Griffin 
(Secretary YTURC) 

useful information on ap
prenticeships, Yo uth Op
portunit y Schemes and fur
th er education. It is a big 
step fo rward because for 
the fir st time the Labour 
Party has a policy on the 
problems of youth, and for 
that reason alone the NEC 
must be congratulated by 
the labour movement. 

The document has par
tiall y taken on board the 
demands of the " Youth 
Charter " which was launch
ed by th e Labour Party 
Yo ung Socialist s la s t 
Autumn and which has 
gained wide-spread sup
port. 

The refu sal to implement 
military training or com
pulsory communit y service 
and the deci sion that all 
schoo l leave rs who are 
unemployed should get 
Suppl ementar y Ben e fit 
must be full y supported. 

The demand fo r a student 
t rain ee- ship where all 
school lea\ ers will receive 
either a job with training or 
a place in full-time educa
tion with a living grant has 
been put forward by the 
LPYS for many years . 
Likewise , the demand that 
YOP trainees should 
"receive an allowance 
which is far higher than the 
current allowance" is 
welcome, but it needs to be 
specified and expanded . 

But ihe YOP Trade 
Union rights Campaign 
believe the NEC statement 
should have gone much 
further. 

MSC forecasts 
two-thirds 

unemployed 
YOP trainees should get 

as a minimum:-
* Trade Union rates of 

pay ( 16-18 year olds earn an 
average of £55 weekly). 

* Trade Union control 
and supervision of schemes. 

* A 35 hour week. 
* Five weeks paid holi

day. 
* A guaranteed job for 

all trainees. 
These demands, being 

fought for by YOP trainees 
at present, should be the 
norm for all future trainees 
in any tertiary comprehen
sive system. Otherwise, 
despite the best intentions, 
any new youth training 
scheme would end up seeing 
trainees being used as cheap 
labour. 

The above programme of 
the YOPs Trade Union 

Youth doing heavy manual work will get only 
£15 a week. Photo : Mil itant 

MSC Forecasts of Unemploy-
ment among youth under 1 8 

Year & Total · % of 
quarter !thous- labour 

andsl force 
under 18 

1981 
01 349 34 
02 482 51 
03 684 51 
04 557 47 

1982 
01 501 48 
02 598 63 
03 777 58 
04 632 54 

1983 
01 553 54 
02 636 68 
03 800 60 
04 644 55 

1984 
01 553 54 
02 622 67 
03 778 59 
04 622 54 

Source : MSC Progress 
Report . July 1981 . 

NB: these are policy off fore-
casts. i.e . including those 
young people who should ap-
pear as registered unem· 
ployed if Special Progammes 
were not operating. 

Right s Campaign is a very 
moderate one indeed, if the 
money now spent on 
nuclear weapons, jet 
fighters, and so on was put 

to more beneficial use . Cut-
ting arms spending by one 
thirtieth would give every 
YOP trainee union rates of 
pay, a 35 hour week and 5 
weeks paid holiday a year. 

The biggest weakness in 
the Labour Party document 
is that it does not explain 
how every trainee would be 
offered a guaranteed job. 
After all, what is the poinr 
of training and education 
u.I!ess there is the prospect 
of a proper job at the end of 
it? 

The document simply 
says that Labour's Alter
native Economic Strategy 
would proouce expansion in 
the economy, leading to an 
increase in jobs for the age
group. "With an expanding 
economy under a Labour 
government employment / 
training premiums should 
be paid to employers to 
recruit young workers." 

Does that mean that 
capitalists, like those runn
ing De Lorean, would have 
their profits propped up for 
the honour of creating a few 
jobs? Or does it mean, as it 
should, accountability, con
trol and monitoring of 
public investment? 

This year, despite a small 

increase in industrial pro
duction, unemployment is 
forecast to ri se- especially 
am ongst schoolleavers. On
ly I in 3 will have a chance 
of gelling work. 

The MSC forecast s that 
for the next four years an 
absolute majorit y of school 
leavers will be unemployed 
- in some instances up to 
two thirds! (See table). 

E ven th e ma ss iv e 
£8,300m increase in public 
spending advocated by the 
TUC, while it would be a 
welcome step, would create 
at best a half a million new 
jobs. Yet according to the 
TUC itself 4,900,000 new 
jobs are needed by 1985. 

Under the profit system 
our generation faces the 
prospect of mass unemploy
ment with all the mi serv and 
despair that goes with i-t. On 
the basis o f capitali sm 
-private control of the 
econ o m y-the r e is no 
an swer to unemplo yment. 

Labour' s NEC must fight 
for socialist policies- the 
nationali sation of the com
manding height s and a 
democratic plan of produc
tion-as the only means of 
providing real training and 
jobs for youth . ~ 

Decent training and con
ditions with proper jobs 
won't fall from the skv into 
our laps. ' 

Youth must fight to get 
organised industrially in 
unions to end bad condi
tions at work . 
Youth must also get 
organised politically in the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists, the youth section 
of the labour movement. 

It is the Tories who 
decide that YOP trainees 
should be paid only £25. It 
is the Tories who are in
creasing spending on arms 
while proposing for youth a 
cut in pay to a miserable£ 15 
a week. That is why we 
must fight to kick out the 
Tories and their system and 
return Labour to power on 
a socialist programme. 

The mass YOPs lobby of 
Parliament is the first step 
in a massive campaign to 
get youth organised to op
pose Tebbit's slave labour 
plans. The Labour Party 
Young Socialists call on all 
youth-whether on a YOP 
scheme, at work, sc hool, 
college or unemployed-to 
down tools and join the lob
by where the palace of 
Westminster will be deafen~ 
ed by the cries of Tories 
out! 

.. • 

:; 
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POLAND -bankers nightmare 
The cns1s in Poland 
has thrown the 
Western bankers 
into panic. 

Poland is years behind 
on its repayments on the 
accumulated loans from 
the West of $27,000 
million, and at this rate 
the debt will be double in 
four years. 

One banker called this 
"the worst banking crisis 
since the war". Another 
said that a default by 
Poland would be "the 
financial equivalent of 
nuclear war''. 

Already Poland's debt 
service ratio-i.e. the per
centage of foreign exchange 
earnings needed to repay the 
interest and principal due 
on outstanding debts-has 
reached near to 300Jo. When 
the equivalent figure for 
Italy reached 10%, in ·1974, 
a ban was imposed on 
further loans. 

Bankers in 
confusion 

But the countries of 
COMECON in Eastern 
Europe-Rumania, East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, etc.-have amas
sed a staggering total debt 
of $80,000 million. All the 
signs are that sooner or later 
they will have to negotiate a 
rescheduling of their debts , 
thus throwing the banks 
into greater confusion. 

The irony is that in the 
early 1970s, when Gierek
frightened by the rising of 
the workers of Gdansk, 
Sczenia, and other Baltic 
shipyards-adopted the des
perate tactic of frenzied 
borrowing for the import of 
Western technology, diver
ting agricultural produce for 
the increasingly precarious 
Western market-the banks 
were scrambling over each 
other to lend Poland cash, 
and were given full guaran
tees and encouragement by 
their governments. 

Their reasons for being so 
keen to give financial 'aid' 
to allegedly 'communist ' 
governments are even more 
ironic. 

The colossal tide of 
'petro-dollars' (oil surpluses 
of the OPEC co untries since 
1973) has penetrated into 
the West, particularly into 
property and finance com
panies. 

The oil cash that poured 
into the Western banks was 
recycled as loans to property 
speculators, holders of glut
ted raw materials, bankrup
ted companies needing cash 
for redundancy payments, 
nationalised corporations, 
municipal authorities, and 
above all to the governments 
of countries in crisis. 

Vulnerable 
position 

A recent article in 'The 
Economist' reflected the 
panic of the capitalists at 
what they pessimistically 
fear could happen once this 
bubble were to burst: 

"If this overborrowing 
were ever punctured, there 
could be crashes in property 
prices from California to 
Hong Kong, in companies 
from Detroit to Seoul, in 
state corporations from Mi
lan to the North Sea, in 

By Roger 
Silverman 

overstocked materials from 
Oregon timber to Nigeria 
oil, in Government credit 
from Washington to Tokyo, 
in financial consortia and 
their clients everywhere. 
The downward multiplier 
from all that could make 
1929's little local stock 
market difficulties look like 
a controlled parachute 
drop." 

How did the banks come 
to find themselves in so 
vulnerable a position? A re
vealing article by Anthony 
Sampson in 'Newsweek' 
began by relating the cau
tionary tale of Zaire. With a 
quarter of the world's 
copper and half the cobalt, 
plus diamond resources, 
and with copper prices 
soaring in 1973-4, Zaire was 
the 'Brazil of Africa'. Hun
dreds of millions of dollars 
were loaned. 

Then the cost of oil 
quadrupled, copper prices 
slumped, and the economy 
was shattered. By June 
1975, interest payments 
stopped. The banks re
cheduled the debt .. . and still 
no money arrived. A special 
IMF task force came ... and 
then withdrew. A World 
Bank mission was set up, 
under the leadership of a 
Dutch economist. But wher. 
Mobutu's soldiers broke 
into his house and raped his 
two young daughters, the 
mission left. Now the banks 
accept that they won't see 
their $4,500 million again! 

Sampson commented; 
"Zaire was only an ex

treme example of the ban
kers' perilous adventures." 
It was the same from Peru to 
the Philippines, Jamaica to 
Korea. The banks had to 
keep on lending more and 
more of the money deposi
ted by the oil sheikhs to 
avoid a default on repay
ment by the borrowing 
nations. 

"Most banker s were 
happy to keep on the merry
go-round which allowed 
everyone to keep on making 
a profit provided they did 
not ask for their money 
back ... 

"The concept of bank
ruptcy has no real meaning 
for a nation, for since the 
days of imperial gunboats 
the creditors had not been 
able to seize a nation's 
assets ... The country and the 
bank were becoming locked 
into each other. It was like 
the old stories of the spend
thrift heir and the money
lender who became depen
dent on each other. But 
most of these debtor coun
tries were never likely to 
inherit a fortune, and there 
was now no equivalent to a 
debtor's jail." 

The bankers burned their 
fingers badly in Iran . What 
better client could there be 
than the Shah, with his oil 
wealth, his booming econ
omy, his huge modern 
army, his fiendish secret 
police force? When the 
Shah was overthrown, the 
American banks froze Iran
ian accounts in retaliation
thus, incidentally, helping 
to provoke the hostages 
crisis . 

The bankers were alar
med. They were learning the 
need to study perspectives. 
To whom to lend their 
money with any certainty of 
repayment? 

Let us go back to 
Sampson: "There was some
thing inherently comic about 
trying to measure the im
measurable ... How could 
these immaculate men wan
der inconspicuously in the 
souks of the Middle East or 
drink in the shebeens of 
Johannesburg? How could 
they calculate whether Ban
gladesh or Sri Lanka was 
the more ripe for revolut
ion?" 

Aid to 
watchdog 

governments 

The problem is that the 
terms of trade are inexor
ably squeezing the 'third 
world'. Tl!.e real value of its 
exports (excluding oil) slum
ped by 20% between 1970 
and 1975 alone . In Latin 
America as a whole, it takes 
two years' exports to pay for 
one year's interest on loans. 

For political reasons, aid 
has to be given to prop up 
the watchdog governments 
of these countries, guarding 
Western assets-in Latin 
America, Africa, Asia .. . But 
precisely in these countries 
the capitalists risk losing 
everything. The record $6, 
000 milllion loan recently 
given to India is behind the 
new draconic anti-strike 
laws and the recent one-day 
general strike which follow
ed. 

Now any major default 
could provoke a calamitous 
financial crisis-e.g . in 
South Korea, Bangladesh
or Brazil, which owes $60, 
000 million and has an 
inflation rate of 110%. 

Hence the 'progressive 
conclusions' drawn by cer
tain 'enlightened' capital
ists. One director of the 
Chase Manhattan bank 
stated quite crudely: " A 

· country that doesn't re
distribute its wealth is a bad 
risk ... We 'd rather ler.d to a 
country' that's already had 
its revolution! " 

Another American ban
ker, commenting mourn
fully on the recent rush to 
pour money into the Stalin
ist states, explained that 
"there was a general percep
tion in the market that 
planned economies were 
much better able to control 
their balance of payments 
than other countries," ad
ding that it was assumed 
that the USSR would always 
be there in the last analysis 
to pick up the bill. 

Hoping to wriggle out of 
the effects of capitalist 
contradictions by exploiting 
the relatively stable econo
mies of Eastern Europe, the 
bankers have only added to 
the already crushing bur
dens on their own shoulders 
all the extra weight of 
bureaucratic mismanage
ment, wastage and corrup
tion. 

Feeding off 
each other 

The bankers heaved a 
secret sight of relief at the 
imposition of martial law in 
Poland-yet another sign 
that the capitalists and the 
Stalinist bureaucrats feed 
off each other, and that the 
workers East and West will 
need to sweep out both of 
these obsolete dinosaurs to 
establish a rational and 
harmonious world socialist 
federation. 

Polish workers pay for crisis 
Under the blanket of mar
tial law-now in its eight 
week-Polish workers got 
their first taste of General 
Jaruzelski's "economic 
reform''. 

Food prices trebled or 
quadrupled last week. 
'Compensation' was limited 
to pay rises of 750-1,900 
zlotys (£4.80 to £12.50) on 
wages of 7,000 zlotys (£46) 
per month, and a revalua
tion of savings by 20%. 
Through these price in
creases, vast amounts are 
being sucked from the 
workers' pockets to help 
pay the bureaucracy's debts 
to Western banks. 

These measures could 
only be enforced under the 
guns of the military. In
dustry has been placed 

Romania 
Symptoms of the 'Polish 

disease' are increasingly 
breaking out in other coun
tries of Eastern Europe. 

Romania's debts to 
Western bankers have now 
reached a point where it is 
no longer able to meet its 
creditors' demands. 

More than $3 billion of 
debt service payments are 
falling due this year. But 
with an estimated $1.2 
billion last year's payments 
still outstanding, the Roma
nian debts may have to be 
rescheduled. 

under the control of 
military commisars and a 
government spokesman ad
mitted that key secors 
such as mining "would not 
function" without military 
staff at present: 

This military stranglehold 
on the working class is the 
lynch-pin of Jaruzelski's 
"economic reform " . On 
this basis, with substantial 
economic aid from both 
East and West, the bureau
cracy can restore produc
tion to 1980 levels after an 
initial period of "confusion 
and turbulence", as an aide 
to Jaruzelski put it. 

In the short term, with 
the crushing of Solidarity, 
the workers have been 
thrown back, and effective 
resistance has been made 

impossible. But all the ten
sions caused by bureau
cratic mis-rule will remain. 
Hatred of the regime cannot 
be wiped out, as was shown 
by the youth uprising in 
Gdansk on 30 January and 
the workers' protest in 
Wroclaw against the price 
rises. 

In Poland, there can be 
no return to the relative 
stability of the past, which · 
had been based on rapid 
growth of the planned 
economy. The deepening 
crisis of Stalinism will en
sure that Jaruzelski's return 
to 'normality' will be tem
porary a_nd uneasy, prepar
ing the way for new explo
sions of working class strug
gle in the next few years. 

OUT SOON 
* In Defence of October 

by Leon Trotsky * Stalinism and Bolshevism 
by Leon Trotsky * Cuba- an Analysis of the 
Revolution 
by Peter Taaffe 

Order from: World Books 
1 Mentmore Terrace, 

London E8 3PN 



On 15 January, Militant published an 
article by Roger Shrives, "Stalinism 
Lives On", dealing with developments 
in the USSR a·nd- the East Etuopean 
states since Krushchev's de
Stalinisation speech at the Soviet 
Communist Party 20th Congress in 
1956. . 

It showed how the same 
bureaucratic clique still held power in 
these countries. 

In a letter (published on 
29 January) Comrade E. 
Hughes accused Militant of 
rivalling the Reaganite Cold 
Warriors in criticising 
Russia. He took the writer 
to task for saying that 
"Through his (Stalin's) 
determination to personally 
conduct the war he was 
responsible for many of the 
20 million war dead". Com
rade Hughes said that it was 
the heroism of Russian 
workers in the Second 
World War which defeated 
fascism, and claimed this 
was due to Stalin. 

In fact Comrade Hughes' 
misquotes the article. Roger 
Shrives' original arlide read 
" ... before and during the 
war, the 'infallible' Stalin 
not only executed most of 
the experienced fighters in 
the USSR military general 
staff bul through his trusl in 
his crim;f'lal rw:! with Hitler 
and his r:Jc- •, rrninJ 1 i<ln to 
personally conduct rhe war, 
was responsible for many of 
the 20 million Soviet war 
dead." 

Comrade Hughes 
arguments, and his failure 
to mention the mass purges 
of the '30s and the Hitler-

. Stalin pact, are taken up b~ 
some of our other readers. 

• Dear Comrades, 
Comrade Hughes talk s 

about Stalin being "at the 
helm" during the war , but 
he forget s to menti<'n that 
this helmsman nearl y sank 
the shir. 

No-one in his right mind 
denies that there were in
credible deed s of heroism 

· by the Russian workers and 
peasant s in defence of the 
first workers' 'i tate-in 

S.AFRICA: 

desperation some infan
trymen threw th em selves in
to the path of oncoming 
Nazi tank s to blow them up 
with hand grenades. But 
Stalin's policies made these 
heroic sacrifices necessary 
in the fir st place. 

Comrade Hughes' most 
significant om1ss1on IS in 
dating the strue.gle against 
fascism "'' 1933-1'1~~ . thu<; 
ign<'i tng Hitler' <; r;<, . Ill 
pPwer. 

The rolicy oft h·_ German 
Communist Pet : .y-and the 
Comintern- -at thi s time 
was one ,lf extreme ultra
ldti""· Communist 
workcTS were taught to 
strll~~gle against the Social
Democratic workers as be
ing 'Social Fasci sts '. Thi s 

·created an unprecedented 
and disastrous split in the 
working-class movement. 

This allowed Hitler to 
come to power without a 
shot being fired again st him 
by the strongest labour 
movement in Europe. 

Hitler' s ultimate defeat 
does not blind us to the 
criminal · policie s which 
allowed him to come to 
power. If we do not learn 
from hi,•ory-as Comrade 
Hughe-, ha s failed to 
do-then we are doomed to 
repeat it s di sasters . 

Derek McMillan 
East Grinstead 

• 
Dear Comrades, 

A study nf th e fact s 
shows that the Soviet Union 
was victorious in spite of 
Stalin . 

Having discarded any 
reliance on international 
working class support, 
Stalin in 1939 signed a pact 

NATIONAL STRIKE 
OVER CELL DEATH 

A half-hour national strike was call
ed last Thursday in South Africa in 
response to the "suicide" of a trade 
union leader in the hands of the 
Security Police and the detention of 
other trade unionists. 

According to first reports the 
strike was called by two major 
organisations of black workers, the 
African Food & Canning Workers' 
Union and the Federation of SA 
Trade Unions. The murdered man, 
Dr Neil Aggett, had been Transvaal 
secretary of the AFCWU and was 
one of 17 trade unionists arrested 
last November. 

lt is the first time in many years 
that SA trade unions have called a 
political strike. This marks a new 
phase in the deepening class con
frontation between the oppressive 
racist regime and the growing black 
labour movement. 

For years the regime has been 
launching attack after attack 
against the non-racial trade unions. 
Unable to crush them by outright 
repression and fearing to· provoke a 
confrontation, it has resorted to ar
resting some union leaders in the 
hope of intimidating the leadership 
as a whole. 

Now the death of Dr Aggett has 
brought the tensions to a head and 
could mark the beginning of a ma
jor fight-back by the trade unions, 
rallying the forces of all the black 
oppressed. 

STALIN 
AND 
THE 

FIGHT 
AGAINST 
FASCISM . 
with Hitler. 

By 1941 , when Hitler was 
rlanning to in vade Russ ia , 
Stalin was supplied wit!1 a 
mass of e\·idence to confirm 
this. So\iet SflY Richard 
Sore.e sent a message nn 15 
May 1941 warning<~fthein
vasion bet wcen June 20-22. 
He also forwarded the Ger
man order uf bat 1 k. 

Stalin was also supplied 
with other evidence. On 6 
June the Soviet Intelligen ce 
Agency reported 4 million 
German soldiers massed on 
the border . Admiral 
Ku znet zov report ed on 
13-14 June that all German 
ships had evacuated Soviet 
harbours. 

On June 12 Richard 
Sorge telegrammed "I 
repeat nine armies of 120 
divisions will attack on a 
wide front at dawn June 22, 
1941". 

Also on the very eve of 
the at tack General 
Zhukov, Chief <lf Staff 
reported that a German 
sergeant major had crossed 
the battle line with the plan 
of attack . 

Stalin chose to ignore this 
advice, and even when the 
first attacks were reported 
he believed it was a 
''provocation''. 

When the scale of the in
va s ion became clear, 
Kruschev relates in hi s 
mcnoirs. Slali; said "All 

that Lenin created we have 
lost fore ver. " Stalin at the 
height of the in\'a sion 
retreated to his villa , and 
could not be contacted. 
Such was Stalin' s role "at 
the helm" at th e start of the 
Nazi in vasion. 

Richard Knight s 
Li verpool 

• 
Dear Comrades, 

The Russian workers and 
soldiers did fight heroically 
against Hitler 's armies. Not 
because of Stalin , but 
despite him . 1t was Stalin, 
after all , who signed the 
Pact with Hitler in 1939 
which was ended onlv bv 
the Nazi invasion of Ri.tssia 
in 1941. 

Stalin refused to believe 
what was happening at the 
time. He even had a Ger
man soldier, who had 
deserted to Ru ss ia, 
<; hot-for trying to warn the 
Ru ss ians about Hitler' s 
plans to invade! 

The invasion was made 
easier for Hitler because 
rrior to the war, all the 
most able chiefs of the Rus
~ ian armed forces had been 
purged. Man y of them had 
been old Bolsheviks who 
had served in the Red Army 
in the early '20s. 

Hitler was thus able to 

Stalin with Nazi Foreign Minister Ribbentrop- shaking hands 
on their mutual non-aggression pact . 

advance with relative ease 
right ur to Leningrad and 
!'vloscow. Th e Russian peo 
ple did not fight so 
tenaciously for Stalin, but 
to defend what was left of 
the Ru ssia n Revolution 
against Hitler' s attemrt s to 
turn the cl<lc·k haL·k
in stalling [Jri\'ate ll\\'11Cr~hi[l 
o f land and fact orie'> elL'. 

We s tern Capitalism 
hoped that Hitler 's armies 
would defeat Stalin. This is 
why they delayed as long as 
possible in opening the 
Western Front , thereb y 
allowing Hitler to deploy 
three-quarters of hi s 
resources in the East. 

After the War, however , 
at the Pot sdam conference 
<lf the victor states, Stalin 
~ aid that he hoped that 
Churchill would win the 
British general election! It 
was tl;en that Stalin, 
Rooseve lt and Churchill 
ca rved ur Europe into 
<; pheres of "influence''. 

Under this agreement , for 
example, the rc\'olution in 

Greece was bru ta ll y put 
down, with the aid of Greek 
fascists, by British and US 
imperialism. Stalin ]i fted 
no t a finger in aid of the 
G reek workers. 

In exposing the truth 
about Stalinism, Militant 
Joes no t aid the cause of 
Reagan or Thatcher , as 
Comrade Hughes suggests. 
On the contrary, by 
apologi sing for th e cr imes 
,,f the Russ ian regime, 
Hughes offers Western 
~apitalists a great propagan
da gift. He allows them to 
point to the crimes o f past 
and present Stalinism and 
io say that that is what 
-;oc iali sm reall y is . 

It is not. We mu st sa y so 
and explain not only how 
the gains of the Russ ian 
Revo lution were rolled 
back, but also how the 
\\'Orld working class can 
r·e take them. Thi s is what 
.'vfilirant does. 

Ste\e Appleton 
Leeds . 

c 
Mass demonstration by Sri Lankan students organised by the Ceylon Students Federation and 
other groups in Colombo last month against the right-wing UNP government's plans for vicious 
education cuts. Under pressure the government was forced to withdraw its proposals. 
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Police arrest Sheila Peacock, Secretary. Tottenham Labour Party. during 1978 anti-fascist 
demonstration 

Police 1-
Brighton today 
Dear Comrades, 

In the light of recen t 
media coverage of police ac
countability I would like to 
relate an incident which 
took place in Brighton last 
weekend 29-31 January. 

During a break at thL· 
LPYS Southern Regional 
Conference I took a walk i( ' 
the main shopping street. A 
man , the worst for wear for 
drink, was being " ap
prehended'' b y a 
policeman. Very little 
resistance was shown as hL' 
was in no state to struggle. 
But thi s did not deter th l· 
officer from pushing th e 
man' s head into a sto ne 
pillar twice before becko n· 
ing a nearb y po lice car . 

When th e car pulled u r· 
the doo r was o pened anl! 
the man was thrown head· 
first onto th e near seat. A' 
this action did no t have the 
desired effect, the officer 
decided to kic k th e man in 
the middle of hi s back three 
times . Finally the policeman 
got int o th e car and drove 
off. 

A s this incident too k 
place in full ,·iew o f 1 he 
Saturday morn in g shop
pers, it brought hom e 10 me 
the n ee d for m orc 
democratic contro l of the 
police. Only wh en th e 
demand s put forward by 1 he 
YS are car ri ed out can be 
expect th e public 10 ha'-c 
confidence in the po lice. 
*Full trade union right s for 
police. 
* The right to elect officers. 
* Full public accountabili
ty. 

Yours fraternall y 
Malcolm Yo ung 
Sittingbourne LPYS. 

Selective 
Politics 

Dear Comrade, 
In our factory we write 

up our union agenda then 
the foreman gets ten copies 
run off in the office. Las t 
week the copies were a bit 
late in coming back from 
the office, but when we en
quired about this we were 
told to report to th e 
managers office. He then 
told us that if we did not 
change the agenda it would 
not be allowed up on th e 
union notice board , as it 
was political. 

On our agenda were two 
proposals, one condemning 
the attempts to bring in pro
scriptions and bans in the 
Labour Party, the other 

Police 2-
Lessons of 

Saltley 
Dear Sir, 

Isn't it about time that 
the police beco me accoun
table to the local authority 
and restrained from conti
nuing their political path of 
harrassment, survei llance, 
and intelligence ga thering 
on the unemployed , union 
officials , and generally any 
associate and members of 
any political party that 
threat ens the capitali s t 
system? It seems the policies 
of the police these days is to 
create as much trouble as 
is possible bel Wl'l' n kft 
winger s and sociali s t s 
generall y . 

Arthur S c ar g ill h as 
described what happe ned a1 
the Saltley Gate pi cket .(in 
th e 1972 min ers s trik e). 
" Th ey (the senior po lice of
ficers) said to us that we 
cou ld on ly have tweh·e peo
ple o n the pic ket lin e, a nd 
we said, no we ' re ha ving all 
the pickets that we'l'e got 
and more besides . So it was 
obvious there was a con
frontation in the air . .. 

... " If I tell you ,,.e had 
I 80 arrested, it gil'es you 
som e id ea . I was black and 
blue . Th ey ''we pun chin g 
with their hee ls inw the 
crowd , th e\· were hittinl! 
with th eir . elbows .. The;· 
were in the crowds with 
plain clot hes o n, a copy of 
the Morning Star in one 
pocket and 1 he Workers 
Press in the other shouting : 
"shove th e bastards!" An d 
as soon as yo u did you were 
arrested. 

" They had tel esco pic 
lenses on top of buildings, 
filmin g the incident s. Th ey 
had police o fficer s changing 
th eir unifo rm s each day 

calling fo r a freeze on rent s 
and rates. We were to ld tha t 
the proposals had nothing 
to do with industrial rela 
tion s in the factorv so the\' 
were irrel evant. W~ tried tc> 
explain to the management 
that the union plus th e 
Labour Part y go hand in 
hand and that T&GWU 
RULE 2 (e) , stated " The 
furtherance of political ob
jects of any kind" . 

One of the managers then 
accused me of being to the 
left of Tony Benn, [() which 
I replied that he was to the 
right of Ronald Reagan. He 
then said it was all the fault 
of the two workers who had 
been recently elected as 
delegates to Garscadden 
CLP, to which I replied that 
he was running the factory 
on the lines of the military 

with different numbers on 
them so you couldn ' t iden
tify them. No question 
about thi s, it' s quite true . In 
spite of assurances from the 
police that there would be 
no violence they were reall y 
putting the boot in"! 
(Policing the Police vol 2, 
p . 169) . 

The police lost that day 
partly due to Mr. Scargill' s 
cries to the masses, that 
came from the five direc
tions of Saltley, of " when 
you get to the picket line 
s top , s top" . For the 
governme nt , the police 
chiefs in particular and 
heads o f armed forces, 
Saltley was the stuff of 
which nightmares are made . 
Saltley fo rced the rulin g 
class to re-examine it s 
means of control and bot h 
the arm y and police were 
found wanting. 

Today we see the police 
eq uipped with riot shields 
and all the wols of a para
militar y fo rce, th e pol ice 
have learnt to be more 
sophisticated in their deal
ings with po litical fact ions 
that o nly want a fair er 
society for the ord in ary per
son. 

They use propaganda in 
, ·as t _ amount s usin g com
puters to store information 
gat hered fro m every force 
in the country o n any one or 
anyt hing that th ey possibly 
can use now or in the 
future. It 's ironic that the 
ordinar y perso n in the 
stree t, th e taxpayer , supply 
the huge sums of money 
that they (the police) must 
have to cont ro l the very 
people 1 hat keep them 
where they are today. 

Yours faithful ly 
D A Aubrey 
Swansea 

regime in Poland , by not 
a ll o wing free political 
disc ussion. Thi s seemed to 
up se t them and th e 
argument s started to !!et 
heated up a little. ~ 

It cooled down when o ne 
of the stewards asked, if 
politics had nothing to do 
with industrial relati<li1S, 
why were they always 
quoting the Tory govern
ments' gu idlines at the wage 
negotiations and why did 
the company (Smiths In
dustries) give money to the 
Tory Part y? The~e was a 
silence and we were then 
told to go back to .our 
machines. 

Brian Christie 
Branch Secretary 
T&GWU 717/ 157 
(personal capacity) 

Hill head 
before the war 

Dear Sir 
Th e entry of Roy Jenkins 

into the political arena of 
the Hillhead constituency of 
Glasgow interest s me as I 
s pent m y ch ildho od, 
schooling years and yo uth , 
in Hillh ead. 

Glasgow is a ci ty ringed 
by hill s cradling the Clyde. 
At th e head of manv of the 
hills li ve th e middle classes 
with the working c la ss 
tiered down the ~ hill s id e . 
slopes. 
On 1 he ground between th e 
main road and river was the 
sit e of man y of th e single 
apartment tenement s, the 
s lum s which e arned 
Glasgow the description of 
'The Naples of Britain.' 

The more afnuent lived 
over looking the poorer 
strata as th ey tend to do in 
death , with their crested 
graves marked by osten
tatious imposing tombs. 

I was born in 1909, and 
reached the seco ndary stage 
to have as my teachers, men 
returning from their hor
ri fie \Var experiences. Th ey 
taught hist orv with a stron g 
bias toward s social hi storv . 

Th e newspaper with tile 
largest circu lation was the 
Daily Mail and, daily it 
featured cartoo ns sho wing a 
bearded Bolshev ist carryi~1g 
a spherical black bomb with 
an ignited short fu se pro
trudin g. 

My firs t memory of 

'Ancient honour' 
or 

'old-fashioned' 
Dear C 1111 rade5 

In the ill'''.' recently you 
may ha\·e· read abo u t I hc 
L' o m pan ,. . G r '"',.en ll r 
Estatc' . headed b,· the 
Duke ,,t W c '>i min <;~cr . 

which is ill bu ,· fr Pm ihl' 
go,-crnmcnl ''Ill' ll f the ll ll'<.i 
, ·aluaok p l"1' ,, f land in 
l. tllldllll ftlr ( 2:\ .700. T he· 
price· i., "' J, l\\ hl'L'a U'-C' I hl· 
Duk l··, L"•' lnpan\ i' e'llli tkd 
Ill purcha,e· ih l' land f"r ihl· 
a mll unt it ,,.a., "'' rih 200 
vear' ag''· than k, I•' an 
a!!rccmcnl madl· 1 he'll be'I-
1\~C'l'll 1 he· Duk·c·, ancc'illr' 
and I hc g, n ·e·rnme·nt . 

N''" the T l1r ic ' ha'l' 
'>ialcd that 1hi., ane·icnl (kal 
,,·ill ne h<'il•' llr l'd , ''' ih l· 
Dukl· 1· e·ap~ aJ1 tllh e· r £20 
milli<'il ,,r "' pr~>fi l i•' add 
Ill ih e' l' '> limalc'd (2.000 
million hc i' alre·ad,· rcpule'd 

Speaking 
railmen's 
thoughts 

Dear Comrade, 
I am new to Militant, I 

received m y second copy to
day, 29th January. I a lso 
had a fair talk with the man 
\\lW dcli,·ered it. We talked 
and it was refreshing to hear 
that people are feeling and 
thinking in t.he same frame 
of mind as I. 

I am in the NUR and 
following the present cris is 
with alarm for not only my 
future, but for thousands of 
other workers in the same 
predicament. 

At 9 o'clock I put down 
my paper to listen to the 
BBC news . One particular 
news item amused me . It 
w:::s in regards to French 
Railways, and their accep
tance of the flexible rosters . 
The newscaster reported 

sociali sm is when a Clyde 
shipyard shop st eward and 
militant member o f the In
dependent Labour Part y 
hung a banner made from a 
tu rkey red blanket a s an 
adornm ent for th e proces
sional route on the occasion 
of a , ·is it by King George V. 

My fir st recollect ion of 
H il lh ead parliamentar y 
election was when the sit
ting member was ret urned. 
H e was Sir Robert H orne, 
Chancel lor of 1 he Exch e
quor and Di recto r of 
Baldwin Steel. Th e name of 
a local street was changed 
from 'C i a r endon' ~to 
'Chancellor ' a s a glorio us 
link with Sir Ro bert. 

A local corner shop was 
converted into a Conser
vative , Un ionist, Pr o
gress ive, Junior Imperialis t 
suite of rooms. In 1 hose 
times of depression and 
mean s-testing, the room s 
became a rendezvous for 
social life to local youth. 

Some of the meetings 
were organi sed as moc k 
elections. Selected young 
T ories from ' Up the Hill ' 
descended to develop 1 heir 
oratorial persuasive powers, 
with nearby local yo uth gi\'
ing atmosphere as th e 
gu in ea pig audience. The 
oppos itio n was found by a 
young working class lad ac
ting as the Communist can
didat e. A Commu ni st vic
torv was ine,·itable. 

Yours faith full y 
Jam es Hall 
Abbey Wood , Londllll 

to be ,,.,,rth. 
H onour in g "Id agree

ment s, lwwc,·cr , ic Jll> l 
' iC\\ l'd ,,·ith ;, u.:h imp,,rt
ancc when it bcndil' th e in
letT'>h ,,f the W<'rkcr' ralhe·r 
than thc m ulii-m i!li ,,nairc'. 
11 wa ., llnh· f>3 \e·ar' ag•' 
when AS !. EF ,,:cure·d 1 Ill' 
8-IH'ur da,· fr,,m ihl' ,,Jd 
ra ih' a~ c"m pan ie' . and 'l' l 
ntl\\ bl'l'<llhl' t il l'\ 1 · i~· ll t l\ 
rcfthe' I<' ~·ih' ll!' tiJi, J>a,ic . 
llard -''"n gain. BR managl' 
mcnl an cl 1 hc b''"l'' · prl'" 
acc u-,c ASL EF ,,f hl·ing in -
1 r a lh i g l' n1 and · ·' ' Id 
fa'<lh i,, nl•d ' '. 

\\ · , ' r k l' r ' a !. l' "' l' i 11 g 
tin·,,ug h 'ue·h d,>ublc 'lan
dard' a11d learning ihl· 
k'''' l": the r ic h bu il d "n 
tllc ''l'alill and pri' ikgl' •'I 
their pa,t- ihl· "''rking 
.:la'' mthl bui ld •'11 i li l' 
,I ruggk and ,a,·t·i fiL·l· , 'f 
1 hcir, . 

Y"ur' Yratcrna lh 
Ric h f c 
Bridli •. ;!-i•'n Cl.P 

that the French government 
are pleased 10 invest in a 
tran sport sc heme for the 
benefit of the workers, in 
the cities. 

What infuriated IJle was 
that he explained that the 
new Fr ench ad vanc e d 
passenger tra in s " worked " 
as opposed to our own 
APT . Not content to 
criticize a revolutionary des
ing in rail travel, but to con
demn the Briti sh workers of 
incompetence and bad 
workmanship . If o ur own 
government did not sell it s 
country and worst it s people 
down the ri ver at every turn 
to mak e a profit, then the 
sit uation I have mentioned 
may never have existed. 

I myself will support 
Militant as it speaks and 
thinks the way I feel. 

Yours fraternally 
Peter K ....... . 
Hayes , Middlesex 

How to 
argue for 
socialism 

Dear Comrades, 
I joined the Labour Party 

in October 1979 and on at
tending my first ward 
meeting bought a copy of 
Militant. Being well up on 
what was happening inside 
the party (I was Daily Mir
ror educated) I knew the 
paper and its supporters 
were part of the left wing 
rabble, who had made it 
possible for Mad Maggie to 
gain victory earlier this 
year. 

Against my better judge
ment I read the paper. Now 
two years and over a hun 
dred copies later I still take 
it and make a small dona
tion. My eyes were truly 
opened by the news, ideas 
and opinions expressed in 
the paper. I took every op
portunity to pass on this 
newly aquired knowledge to 
friends and work mates 
with little or no effect. 

They all agreed that 
capitalism was a totally un
fair system. They all agreed 
the only answer was a 
transformation to a socialist 
society. But they did not 
believe that they had the 
power or ability to bring 
this about. 

More distressing was 
their refusal to accept that it 
was their dutv to do so. 

I was beginning to lose 
hope , until a short time ago 
I read possibly the best 
piece of socialist literature 
ever written. Th e Ragged 
Trousered Philanthropists 
by Robert Tressle. U ntil 
now I was unable to express 
how I felt, but Tressle did it 
for me. all those years ago . 

I had to keep reminding 
myself that the book wasn't 
written in the last ten years 
or so. It was all there! The 
reason for the country ' s 
depression was-foreign 
imports, foreign labour, 
greedy workers etc. The 
capitalists of toda~· expound 
the same theories as their 
predecessors, and always 
will. I was so moved hy this 
brilliant work, I had to · 
write and through your 
pages urge people who have 
not yet read it to so now. 

To those of you who have 
read it I ask. have you per
s u ade d others to do 
likewise? My copy is on 
loan now! 

Yo urs fraternally 
P Campbell 
Boot le 

We need more 
working-class 

MPs 

Dear Comrades, 
I am becoming very 

disillusioned with most of 
the leaders of the . Labour 
MPs. I do nol trust them 
one inch. Most of these so
called leaders will, in my 
opinion, become turncoats 
in the near future . What I 
would like to see is less mid
dle class MPs who, in my 
opinion, are onl~· there for 
the money, being replaced 
by working class MPs who 
know what it is like to be 
born into the working 
ranks. 

Yours fraternally 
Vie Archer, Stockton 



RALLY ROUND 
THE MILITANT! 
" In M ilitant's 
fighting fund it is 
not unusual to see 
large donations from 
supporters. 

"But one sup
porter, Tom Estella 
of Nottingham , 
deserved a special 
mention. 
" Through illness Tom 
has been sacked from his 
job at the GPO ; over a year 
ago he was knocked over by 
a police dog while o n his 
round , injuring his back , 
and no-o ne wi ll accept 
liability. Eventually, Tom 
received a meagre pittance 
as compensati on , and at a 
recent Milirant readers' 
meeting donated £ 100 to the 
fight ing fund. 
" Tom , who is married 
with a young daughter ; is an 
example to us ' all who 
believe in the fight for 
soc ia lis m . Sup port t he 
paper that supports the 
working class; let 's see more 
do nat ions li ke Tom 's ro ll
ing in . Yours fra ternall y, 
A .E . Jones." 

Thanks fo r thi s donation 
and many ot hers tha t put 
East Midlands head of the 
vt her areas so fa r this year , 
but we ' re sure that com
rades elsewhere will be do
ing th eir best to catch up
especially · where _Milirant 
supporters have held suc
cessful ' What We Stand 
For' meetings. 

£200 after expenses, and 
ignoring IOUs, has come in 
fro m Manchester , and £ I 00 
from the meetings a t the 
London LPYS Conference, 
£96 from Brad fo rd , and 
another £250 after expenses 
from smaller meetings in 
Dal keith , Gran tham , York, 
Bath , Brackne ll, Poole , 
Canvey Island, Enfield, 
Erith, Sefton, Stevenage 
and Harlow. Thanks to 
everyone who co nt ributed , 
and do n' t forge t to redeem 
th ose JOUs! ~ 

Thanks to TGWU Branch 
5/ 909 fo r £20, Brad ford 
Branch of Nat io nal League 
for the Blind & Disabled for 
£5, Hillingdon LPYS Bran
ches £10 , fivers from Bath 
and Grantham LPYS bran
ches, and smaller collec
tio ns in other LPYS bran
ches, including Clydeban k. 
E ig h t Hillin gd o n LB C 
wo rkers , ( incl udi ng M 
Franch £2 and K Cockli n 
£1) sent us £7. Are there an y 
ot her gro ups of workers 

Area Received 
Target . 
11 April 

Eastern 228 2,040 This year's -
East Midlands 611 1,470 fighting fund 
Hants & Dorset 153 1,100 target is set 

Humberside 47 890 quarterly. The 

London East 517 2,010 first quarter will 

London West 298 1,150 
end Sunday 11 

London South 303 1,550 
April. 

Manchester & Lanes 455 1,550 Get the money 
Merseyside 389 1,950 rolling in now to 

Northern 353 2,350 make it a record 

Scotland East tOO 1,290 year! 

--=Scotland West 296 1,980 The chart will 
Southern 269 1,900 return next 
South West 157 965 week. 

Wales East 43 970 
Wales West 14 1,130 . 
West Midlands 170 1,980 
Yorkshire 566 2,290 
Others 26 6,435 

Total received 5055 35,000 

This week 
£1,846 

who read Miliran r regularl y 
who could make up a 
si milar sum ? 

T hanks to D Musker 
(POEU, Liverpool) and A 
Millward (Twickenham) fo r 
£20 donat io ns, D Brown 
(Glasgow) fo r a tenner and 
to C Hill (Bristol) fo r £7, 
five rs came from Scott ish 
readers B&C Rice (Fi fe), V 
Wilce (E Kilbride) and K 
McCombes (Glasgow), and 
f ro m G Cooz'e (Not
tingham) an d M Bo unds 
(Leicester). 

Than ks to S H othi 
(Southall , TGWU) for £4, 
M H owie (Mayfield LPYS, 
Lothian) and M Bagan 
(Huyton , GMWU) for £3 , 
and for £2.50 to P Swift 
(Leicester NU HKW). £2s 
f r o m M R af f ert y 
(Brodsworth NUM), A Tot-

terdale (FBU, Bristol) , F 
Devine a nd P Gaffney 
(West of Scot land ISTC 
and NATTKE, respecti vely) 
and f r om N R am sell 
(Leicester, AU EW). 

Many £ 1 are received 
each week and we can only 
mention a very few: than ks 
to J Cheek (Sec retary 
T GWU 3/ 17 Branch) , P 
Moo r e ( L eice s t er 
NU FLA T) and P Whi tton 
(Erith LP YS) . Expenses 
passed on from speaking 
an d f or T U du t i e s 
amounted to over £50 this 
week, incl udi ng £5 fro m 
Terry Fields, chosen by 
Kirkdale C LP as thei r can
didat<., and fro m Lawrence 
Coates (LP YS rep . o n 
Labour's NEC) for a BBC 
News beat interview . 

We are sure there are lot s 

of new readers (and many 
older ones!) who ' ve put 
their ha nds in their pockets 
fo r us fo r the fi rst t ime a t 
meetings up and down the 
co un try. But are yo u 
prepared to make it a 
regular habit ? 

If you are, then we 
sho uld be able to look for
ward to a week ly to tal of 

. over £2,000, which toget her 
with collections a t big na
tio nal events will get us to 
our target. But it ' s the 
regular ; mall donations of 
SOps £ Is and £2s and so on 
which have always provided 
the bulk of our cash . 

Life isn 't a series o f con
ferences and rallies. Bu t we 
want all our readers to 'ra lly 
round ' for us each week! 

By Steve Cawley 

Militant sellers arrested 
On 29 January, three 
sellers of Militant 
were arrested outside 
Mile End tube sta
tion in East London. 
The comrades were 
cha r ged with 
obstruction even 
though we normally 
have six to eight 
sellers there and 
have never had com
plaints before. 

To please the police we 
had earlier complied with 
their request to restrict 
sellers to one per news-

paper. When , however, the 
other paper sellers left we 
thought it was OK to have 
three (there were , 
beforehand , two other 
papers on sale). At about 
6pm a detachment of police 
arrived and arrested three 
of our sellers although two 
of them had not even been 
warned. 

The day after the police 
again restricted our sale at a 
local market moving on all 
but two sellers whilst allow
ing the SDP to have six 
leafleters and a stand. 

The LPYS have a long 
tradition of street sales in 
Tower Hamlets and from 

our sales we have recruited 
numerous members for the 
LP YS and the Labour 
Party. 

We aim to set up a cam
paign to fight the cases of 
the three sellers arrested but 
we also will raise in the 
movement the need to fight 
this type of arbitrary police 
action and continue our 
regular recruiting and sell
ing activity on the streets of 
Tower Hamlets. Please send 
donations towards legal 
costs to Tower Hamlets 
LPYS , 349 Cambridge 
Heath Road , London E.2. 

By Dave Farrar 

Defend 
our 
hard
vvon 
democ
ratic 
rights! 
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CLASSIFIED: 5p per word, 

minimum ten words . a 
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2 col-
umn centimetres . 
All adve r t i sement copy 
should reach this office by 
SATURDAY. 

~~what We Stand For" 
Meetings 

PRESTON: Hear Peter Harris 
( Blackburn Labour Party) 
Monday 22 February 
7 .30pm . Preston Labour 
Rooms. 98 Deepdale Road , 
Preston Lancs . 

WASHINGTON : Speaker : 
Brian lngham (Militant 
Editorial Board) 7 .30pm, 
Sunday 14 February. Oval 
Community Centre, Concord. 
For f4rther details phone 
Sunderland: 653994. 

SHEPTON MALLET Hear : 
Bryan Beckingham. Town 
Council Chambers, Great 
Osty , Shepton Mallet . 
7 . 30pm , Thursday 11 
February . 

BRISTOL WEST: Speaker to 
be announced . Monday 22 
February . 7.30 pm, The 
Swan. Gloucester Road . 

NORWICH : Hear Kevin 
Ramage (National Chairman 
LPYS) Thursday 18 February 
7 .30pm. labour Club, Bethel 
Street, Norwich. 

NORTH SHIELDS : Hear Nor
man Hall (Wallsend CLP) . 
Monday 22 Februa r y , 
7 .30pm , YMCA, Church 
Way. North Shields . 

BARROW Militant Discussion 
Group . Wednesday 24 
February , 7 .30pm, Barrow 
labour Club, upstairs lounge . 
'Is Russia Socialist- a pro
gramme for workers' demo
cracy ' . Speaker: Dave Cot
terill . All welcome. Plenty of 
time for discussion. 

NEWCASTLE Militant 
Readers ' Meet ing : ' Militant. 
Parliament and Socialism ' . 
Speaker: Terry Fields (EC 
FBU and Prospective PC 
Kirkdale) . Bridge Hotel . 
7 . 30pm, Sunday 14 
February. 

HEYWOOD Militant Readers' 
Meeting: ' What Future for 
Labour? ' Speaker : Terry 
Fields (PPC , Liverpool 
Kirkdale and NC of the FBU, 
personal capacity) . Tuesday 
23 February , 7 .30 pm, Kings 
Hotel. Market Place. 
Heywood. lanes. 

NUNEATON : Hear Wayne 
Jones, Sunday 14 February, 
7.30 pm, at The Crown. 
Newtown Road, Nuneaton . 

WEST LONDON 'Defend the 
Militant! For a mass socialist 
Labour Party'. Speaker: Ted 
Grant. Thursday 18 February, 
7 .30 pm, Anson Hall, Anson 
Road, Cricklewood NW2 

GREENOCK: Thursday 18 
February, Summerhill Primary 
School, Greenock. local 
press for details . Further 
details : Bob Wylie . 
03552-29082 

HARLOW: Eastern Region 
LPYS Conference Militant 
Meeting: 'Tories out. Labour 
to power on a socialist pro
gramme . ' Saturday 13 
February, 6 .30 pm. Speaker: 
Peter Taaffe (Editor. Militant) 
Stavanger Room, Harlow 
Town Hall. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND Militant 
Readers' Meeting: ' Fight the 
Cuts '. Thursday 18 February, 
7 .30 pm. Two Blues Pub, 
Woodhouse Close Estate , 
Bishop Auckland . 

MAN CH ES TER-Ardwick 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists Meeting: 'Fight for 
a future with labour' s youth' 
Speakers : Bob litherland MP 
(SOGAT). Simon Swinnerton 
(LPYS) , John Byrne (AUEW 
District Committee; Prospec
tive Longsight Councillor) 
Followed by ' Rock Against 
Thatcher' Disco . Friday 26 
February. 7 .00 pm, Slade 
lane Neighbourhood Centre, 
Longsight. 

NORTHERN REGION LPYS 
Conference, Cruddas Park 
Community Centre, Cruddas 
Park, Newcastle . Speakers 
include Eric Clarke (Scottish 
NUM). Harry Cowans (MP 
Newcastle Central). Pat Wall 
(President, Bradford Trades 
Council) . Starts 10 .30 am . 
20-21 February . 

LONDON Irish Social 
Saturday, February 20th, 7 .30pm. 
CRUSHEEN as at LPYS Summer Camp, 
and other guests and stars at Fairholt 
House, Whitechapel Road ( opposite 
Aid gate East Tube). -
Tickets available from Anne Beales: (01) 
474 6584, £1.50 and 50p unwaged (£2 
at the door). 

BOOST 
SALES! By Dave 

Farrar 

Paper sales in Hayes, West 
London, are going through 
the roof due to energetic 
campaign s b y local 
'Militant ' sellers. 

On one estate, sales have 
trebled due to a house-to
house ' back copy give
away', jumble collection 
and strike coverage. On 
another estate, sales have 
gone even better, quadrupl
ing in fact, due to a consis
tent extension of a regular 
paper round. A new estate 
was begun last week. 

Bus drivers and bus con
ductors have been eager 
customers, thanks to Lord 

Denning, and a special sale 
outside a nurses' home pro
duced encouraging results. 
Due to the success many 
seller s ha ve found 
themselves running out of 
papers before the weekend 
is over , when there are still 
many regulars to deliver to! 

Let us hear about your 
paper sales in the columns 
of the Miliran r. Anyone 
that would like a regular 
copy of Miliran t can fill in 
the subscription form on 
the back page. Bulk orders 
are also available using the 
same form. 
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In brief 
Members of the Association of 
University Teachers at War
wick University are fighting the 
indiscriminate arrest of an 
AUT member. The man was 
held by campus security at the 
university bookshop. despite 
being able to prove the goods 
he possessed were his own. He 
was taken to a police station 
and held for several hours. This 
is the second type of incident 
since October. The Al"T have 
organised a successful picket of 
the bookshop, which will re
main until the security men 
have been withdrawn and the 
university authority establish a 
better security and disciplinary 
control system. 

• 
Stewards from the T&G. 
GMWU and NUPE met at a 
conference of the London 
Local Authorit~· Joint Shop 
Stewards Committee (LLA 
JSSC) and discussed how pro
ivate contractors were movi ng 
into the London boroughs. 
undercutting council jobs . The 
mood of the conference was 
clear-enough is enough. But 
the fight could not be isolated 
within individual boroughs. 
but with the LLAJSSC mobilis
ing as many members as possi
ble to fight these schemes. 
Steve McKenzie. Bexley NUPE 
secretarv, adds, "The next step 
must be. to extend the commit
tee to all local authority trade 
unions. as it will onl~· he h~· the 
united action of all unions in all 
boroughs that we will be able lo 
fight off the threats. from big 
business and their Tory pup
pets, of privatisation." 

• 
Refectory staff at a Salisbury 
college have struck in defence 
of working conditions. The 
Wiltshire Co unty Coundl, 
which has l'arried out man~ 
harsh cuts already, wanted the 
staff numbering 24 to he cut lo 
16. and reduce the guaranteed 
working hours. from 25 to 10, 
which would force the workers 
to take unpaid breaks when de
mand was low yet be severel~ 
overworked during students ' 
coffee breaks. 

Also, the working year 
would he cut down, with lwo 
weeks' unpaid leave. All 2-1 
staff, members of NUPE. 
st ruck this week mounting a 
picket . 

• 
Workers at the Cookson & 
Zinn Ltd factory in Hadleigh, 
Suffolk, ha~·e walked out in 
dispute . The walkout was 
sparked off h~· two union 
members being suspended 
without pay for two da~· s after 
refusing to work with a 
machine tha t was blacked. 
However, a two month old 
dispute O\'er the introduction 
of the 39-hour week is at the 
heart of the dispule .This 
should have been brought in in 
1\ovember under the national 
agreement with the Employers 
Federation. Pickets have been 
mounted on the gates by 
members of the TGWU and the 
Boilermakers. Management 
have agreed to meet ACAS hut 
the men will not return to work 
until the 39-hour week is 
achieved. 

• 
A picket was taken to hospital 
after an incident on the picket 
line at the Tout ley council 
depot in Wokingham where 
dustmen are st riking against 
redundancies. It is alleged I he 
council's refuse supervisor 
drove straight al the picket line 
in a council Landrover injuring 
picket David Kinch. The 
dustmen have now added the 
call for the supervisor's 
dismissal to their demands. 
Messages of support to Alan 
Game, 44 Roycroft Lane , 
Barkham, Wokingham. 

JOBS 
ONSLAUGHT 
GOES ON 
"I worked at 
Meccano when 
the axe fell there . 
If I lose my job 
here it looks as 
though I'll have 
to move away 
from Merseyside 
to find work.'' 

This was the reaction of 
Kirkby GEC worker 
Graham Sheppard to the 
news that even more jobs 
are to go in Liverpool. The 
Tories keep saying the 
'upswing' is coming, that 
things are getting better. 
But in areas like Liverpool 
the relentless tide of redun
dancies and closures goes 
remorselessly on. 

The Hygena group say 
they must shed 640 jobs. 

IMI 
occupied 

Workers at IMI 
Radiators in Shipley 
have occupied the 
three sites of their 
factory to force 
management to pay 
them a living wage. 

Management were st unn
ed by the speed and the 
planning of the occupation. 
This was shown by the pro
duction manager who rang 
up after the occupation 
be2.an to ask workers if they 
kn~w that they wouldn't be 
getti ng paid! 

The mood is a determin
ed one. After a period of 
working to rule, th e AUE\\. 
members at !Ml decided ll1 

s tep up the fight again st the 
management 's feeble wage 
offer, which th ey estimate 
to be a cut of I I llJo in real 
terms in the coming year. 
At a mass meeting held on 
February 5 the workers 
unanim o u s ly voted in 
favour of act ion, with O\·er 
900Jo in favour of occupa
tion. 

Th e convenor, Roy Steb
bens, said , " It is regretful 
that o ur members have had 
to resort to our present ac
t ion; but when skilled men , 
who are top shop floor 
earners, are forced into a 
position where they have w 
claim state benefits to feed 
their familie s, the 4 0Jo of
fered is not enough." 

All through the past 
period of short time work
ing the engineering sect io n 
of the IMI Group has been 
showing a profit. It is now 
time for them to pay 11 de
cent wa2.e! 

The ~vorkers at IMI at 
Shipley hope that other IMI 
plants which are concen
trated mainly in Birm
ingham , will show support 
for their struggle, as will the 

Austin packaging , 300 jobs. 
And now GEC in Liverpool 
say 370 jobs must go . 

Wally Brown, chairman 
of the Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee and AUEW 
convenor at GEC told how · 
in 1968/ 69, following a 
merger between Engli sh 
Electric and GEC, the firm 
employed I 5,000 people on 
Merseyside in three fac
tories! The En2.lish Electric 
is the only factory remain
ing now . 

"We have attempted to 
fight over this period and if 
the lastest proposals are im
plemented, at the end of 
1982 the GEC labour force 
o n Merseyside will be I ,660 
people! " 

Is GEC faced with finan
cial difficulties? On the con
trary, GEC has shown an 
increase in profits every 
years since I 969, including 
the current recession! The 

labour movement as a 
whole. 

Messages of support and 
donations to: Roy Steb
bens, 10 Southlands, Knoll 
Estate, Baildon, Bradford, 
West Yorkshire. 

By Pete Watson 
(Bradford North 
Labour Party) 

Notts 
• m1ners 

"Let the government see 
they have got the tiger by 
the tail." 

This was the retort of 
Brian Walker from the 
Newstead pit in Nottingham 
to the latest anti-trade 
union legi s lat ion being 
brought forward by th e. 
Tories. 

This spirit of absolute de
fiance to Tebbit 's attempt s 
to shackle trade union 
rights was the hallmark of 
th e annua l Nottingham 
Area Miners conference. 
An emer2.encv resolution 
from Well beck-pit called for 
the Area Executive "to 
or2.anise a mass lobbv of 
pa~liament in orde( to 
positively register our op
position to thi s biased anti
working class legislation ." 
It started what was the best 
and longest debate of the 
whole conference of the se
cond biggest coalfield in 
Britain . 

The reluctance of Ray 
Chadburn, the Area Presi
dent and defeated candidate 
for the national president, 
to put the motion before 
conference was overruled 
by the Standing Orders 
Committee. The motion 
was passed· unanimousiy. 

Every delegate recogni sed 
the importance of mounting 
an uncompromising cam
paign to defeat the Bill. Bob 
Mood y, from Wellbeck. 

current half year statement 
shows a further increase in 
profit s of 3 I OJo. 

In addition GEC' s cash 
balances now- exceed £800 
million. Interest alone on 
this figure last year was £60 
million. 

The unions demand that 
some of this £800 million 
should be invested in Liver
pool. The answer from 
GEC boss Weinstock and 
his board of directors is that 
any cash balances will be in
vested overseas. 

"Michael Heseltine and 
his so-called 'task force' is 
supposed to be here to en
cou ra ge investment in 
Liverpool ," said Wally. 
"He appears not to want to 
know in this case." 
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By Phil Greene 
(Liverpool Walton 

LPYS) 

Town faces 
massive loss 

of jobs 
Lucas Aerospace have 
announced 1,050 redun
dancies in their Burnley 
factories. 

This represents 351l7o of 
the firm's local work force, 
and it will also mean job 
cuts for firms dependant 
upon Lucas contracts, such 
as Burnley Engineering Pro
ducts. 

The unions say they will 
fight the proposals, and put 
the blame for the present 
crtsts firmly on the 
shoulders of Lucas manage
ment. Mr Phi! Asquith, 
chairman of the Joint Shop 
Stewards Committee :n 
Burnley explained that the 
present downturn in de
mand for aircraft com
ponents was predicted by 

John Macreadie secured 28 ,000 votes in the General 
Secretary election, and is now the Broad Left candidate for the 
Deputy General Secretary election 

made !t plain that the work
in g class would make any 
such laws unworkable . 

This theme, echoing the 
fraternal address given the 
previous day by Arthur 
Scargill, left no room for 
doubt that Notts miners felt 
verbal opposit ion needed to 
be supplemented by action 
now, including a campaign 
of demonstrations and stop
pages simi lar to the massive 
movement that stopped Ted 
Heath 's Industrial Rela
tions Act from being im
plemented. 

Thi s crucial point was 
rammed home b y the 
delegate from Rufford who 
said, "If we don't have ac
tion outside Parliament to 
defeat this then everything 
we have fought for over the 
past two hundred years will 
be meaningless ." 

By Wayne Jones 

Llwynypia 
Workers at Llw~·nypia hos
pital in Wales are fighting 
closures. Early in 1980, the 
closure of the coronary unit 
was announced, with rest
rictions on admission. Some 
one with a . coronary in the 
Rhondda now has to go to 
East Glamorgan . 

The administrators also 
hoped to close the materni
ty unit. 

The casually department 
is only open in office hours. 
NUPE are campaigning 
against the threatened 
closure of the six local 
hospitals, which would be 
grossly unjustified. Long 
stay beds are essential in the 
Rhondda, · because of the 
many eld!!rly people living 
alone in the area. 

Llwynypia was a training 
hospital for nurses for 
many years , but the General 

the union s as far back as 
1978 . 

In the last 2 years, more 
than £6 million has been 
made in Burnley, making it 
the most profitable section 
of the Lucas Aerospace 
group. The workforce had 
argued that this should have 
been invested in the alter
native products contained 
in the workers' Corporate 
Plan . 

The Lucas Combine 
Shop Stewards Committee 
first put forward the Cor
porate Plan in the mid 
I 970s in resp onse to 
threatened redundancies. 
After a union questionnaire 
to all the British sites, the 
workers came up with 150 
alternative products , in
cluding a car engine that 
would reduce fuel con
sumption by 500Jo, and toxic 
emissions by 801l7o, and a 
road rail vehic le. 

Since Lucas workers 
developed a strong Com
bine, and put forward the 
Corporate Plan, manage
ment have failed many 
times to impose compulsory 
redundancies . The Plan 
demonstrates the tremen
dous potential advantages 
of a workers' planned 
economy, showing how 
workers can find ways of 
developing the economy to 
meet human needs, at the 
same time protecting jobs. 

By Jason Hunter 
(Burnley Labour 

Party) 

CPSA 
Broad 
Left 

John Macreadie has been 
picked by the Broad Left 
within the Civil and Public 
Serv ices Association to 
stand as the Broad Left can
didate for the post of Depu
ty General Secretary. John 
has an excellent chance of 
winn in g. In the recent 
General Secretary elect ion 
he polled 28,000 votes 
despite a scandalous press 
campaign again st him, 
which alleged ballot rigging 
by the left despite not a 
si ngle sh red of evidence be
ing prodcued. The electi o ns 
will begin in the next few 
weeks, and CPSA Broad 
Left supporters must nill y 
round John and immediate
ly begin a hard united cam
paign, to ensure a victory 
for the left in CPSA. 

Nursing Council has 
withdrawn recognition as 
nurses are no longer getting 
sufficient experience here. 
This has meant greatly in
creased travelling time for 
trainee .nurses. 

We started our campaign 
in 1980, and recently NUPE 
members have been on the 
streets in the shopping cen
tres of Rhondda and Pon
typridd. We held a march 
fully supported by local 
MPs and Labour coun
cillors. 

Despite these cuts, the 
health authority is propos
ing to increase the number 
of private beds available in 
local hospitals. This meets 
with IOOilJo opposition from 
the unions at Llwynypia, 
because private medicine 
are. not concerned with 
long-term care. 

Carla Stalini (Rhondda 
LPYS) spoke to June Ab

dulrhaman (NUPE shop 
steward, Llwynypia) 
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Industrial Reports 
ASLEF strike ... ASLEF strike ... ASLEF strike ... ASLEF s,trike ... ASLEF strike ... ASLEF strike ... ASLEF strike ... ASLEF 

STEP UP PICKETING 
As the ASLEF dispute enters 
its fifth week there have been 
some important developments 
in the blacking of goods nor
mally carried by rail. 

At the Stratford 
Depot in East Lon
don we decided at 
our last branch com
mittee meeting to 
make sure that rail 
traffic was not trans
ported by road from 
the Stratford 
Freightliner ter
minal. 

This is one of the largest 
in the country, ?.nd handles 
hundreds of cooi ainers dai
ly . Normally containers are 
transported ' long distance' 
by rail and only deli vered by 
road locally. 

We were concerned that 
on st rike days the long 
dista ~<:<' ' ;runk ing ' of im
portant cum i~:r,ment s was 
being performed by road 
transport. So this week we 
mounted a 24-hour picket. 

The picket was a great 
success. During the fir st 
sh ift (midnight to 6 am) we 
prevented a load from leav
ing for Manchester. About 
th~ same time another lorry 
arrived .from Newcastle with 
an NU R driver. He was 
allowed to leave hi s load in 

Scots miners 
pledge support 

In recognition of the sup
port train drivers as a trade 
union had given to miners 
in the past the NUM will 
give support in an y shape or 
form to any call for help on 
them by ASLEF. 

So Mick McGahey, Presi
dent of the Scottish miners, 
pledged the NUM's support 
at an open meeting in 
Glasgow on Janua11· 31 , 
called by the Scottish 
District Council of ASLEF 
and attended by about 100 
railwaymen. He attacked 
the 'popular' press for the 

. way they had covered the 
dispute. 

He added "we are not 
here to live to work. But to 
work to live, to enrich our 
lives, and the lives of our 
families." 

He also pointed out that 
he would have to go a long 
way back to find another 
dispute that had the full 
backing of the Labour Par
ty national executive and 
the TUC General Council; 
but this backing has to be 
transformed from words in
to concrete action. This is 
clearly a political attack on 
the railways, and on the 
whole of the nationalised 
industries through the pup
pets like Edwardes. Ezra, 
MacGregor and Parker. , 

He summed up on the 
Triple Alliance. If the 
labour movement stood 
united there is no power on 
earth that can stand against 
them, let alone defeat them. 
This must be the way to use 
the Triple Alliance, in a 

. united struggle against this 
present government. 

By David Chapman 
(Glasgow ASLEF) 

By Stuart Hammond 
(Stratford ASLEF) 

the terrn;n:>l but he agreed 
nc> t to pick up his return 
lo ad and to rt : urn to 
Newcastle 'light'. He was 
very sympathetic to us and 
said that he had no idea that 
we were taking steps to stop 
the movement by road of 
rail traffic. 

At 6 am the morning shift 
of NUR road drivers started 
work at the terminal, and 
their representati ves were 
eager to meet us and offer 
assistance. After a, discus
sion, they agreed to stop all 
'trunking' ·of containers by 
road from Stratford and to 
see that "'UR drivers from 
other depots did the same. 
They also asked their drivers 
on local deli veries to show 
their load sheet s to our 
picket s. 

The picket line was 
worthwhile in o ther ways. 
Unfortunately, one of our 
broth et s was misled into at
tempting to get into work. 
He was not expecting to see 
a picket line . It turned out to 

The train drivers are 
angered at BR's attempts 
to inflict flexible roster
ing on them. Jim 
Golding, secretary of 
South Wales and West of 
England District Com
mittee of ASLEF, told 
'Militant ' why. 

"What the general public 
don't understand is that 
really we already have flexi
ble rostering. We are book
ed on at all times of the day 
or night with very short 
notice. We can have our 
booking on times altered by 
2 hours either way. 

"Recently in Bristol we 
were involved in a rostering 
exercise. They tried to im
prove the unsocial hours 
booking-on, by using an ex-

Guards call 
I day of action' 

At a meeting of London 
Bridge of guards and LDC 
reps there was a unanimous 
mood of anger to the flexi
ble rostering as agreed to by 
the NUR leadership. 
Speaker after speaker con
demned the flexi-rostering 
on the principle that it 
would mean more redun
dancies, greater unsocial 
hours and less money for all 
guards concerned. Reps of 
various depots who had 
already taken industrial 
action on this issue stated 
that they had never seen the 
membership so angry. 

Although action was 
thought necessaryit could 
not be on the basis of 
depots coming out in
dividually, but had to be a 
united struggle with all Lon
don and surrounding 
regions coming together on 
this issue. As was pointed 
out that because some of 
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ASLEF pickets at the London International Freight Terminal at Stratford, East London, at the beginning of the dispute in January. 
Their efforts have been rewarded with solidarity from rank and file trade unionists 

be the decisive factor in his taken in all areas . It is an meeting of delegates from terested in our strike, saying 
decision not to sign on. In important back up to ap- all ASLEF branches and he had driven through Italy, 
fact, after a brief discussion , peals for solidarity at na- trades councils in this area France and Belgium on his 
he agreed not o nl y to st ay on t ional level. will take place on Friday 12 journey from Milan, and 
st rik~e , but also joined us on Another initiative taken Februar y at Congress had encountered a rail strike 
the picket line for a full in the London area is the in- House . of some description in each 
shift. volvement of the South East To end on a lighter note, .country! Before he left he 
. Thi s excellent response Regional TUC at the request we also had .a chat with an gave us all a drink of some 
has really encouraged us. o f ASLEF to examine the Italian lorry dri ver who ar- kind of spirit he had distilled 
Action at local level, similar areas of blacking traffic rived at the picket line in the himself. Cheers to workers' 
to that at Stratford , must be normally moved by rail. A early hours. He was in- internationali sm! 

perimental roster with shifts 
ranging from 6 to 10 hours. 
They abandoned their at
tempts half way through. If 
they couldn't improve 
booking-on times with 6 to 
I 0 hour rostering, then cer
tainly they couldn't do it 
with 7 to 9 hour rosters! 

The whole thing is an ex
ercise to cut the workforce. 
It's introduction would 
result in total confusion 
over payment due and 
hours worked, as well as 
making life more unsocial. 

''Locally, we have 
estimated that if the 
package of management 
proposals were accepted it 
would mean the loss of 70 
jobs out of the 298 
workforce. That is the reali
ty and a similar fate awaits 

the previous action was 
isolated it allowed the 
leadership to intervene, per
suading some members into 
certain agreements not to 
take further action. 

In response to this the 
meeting decided that as a 
first step a 'day of action' 
was to be called in the near 
future and to insure that as 
many depots as possible 
would take industrial action 
with a lobby of the union 
executive at Unity House. 

What 
I productivity' 
really means 

Albert Reilly, ASLEF 
branch secretary at 
Birkenhead station has 
worked for British Rail for 
31 years. In that time he has 
been in dispute for about 25 
days, 17 of those in 1955. 

For such moderation, the 
BRB have r'ewarded 
workers like Albert with 
massive job losses. ASLEF 
had about 78,000 members 

the other grades if it is in
troduced. 

"What has been signifi
cant is t'he number of re
quests from NUR members 
to join ASLEF. That shows 
the 'acceptance' from other 
grades for these schemes. I 
can only say that if the same 
attitude had been shown to 
the BRB from the leader
ship of the other rail unions 
as has been shown from the 
drivers, this dispute would 
have been a very short 
dispute indeed." 

By Richard Sheppard 
(Sec., Bristol Division 

Track Machine 
Operators LDC, NUR, 

personal capacity) 

in 1955, compared with 
about 27,000 now. 

Railwaymen in 
Birkenhead have suffered 
their share. The ASLEF 
branch had 209 members 
when Brother Reilly became 
secretary two years ago, 
now they have 166; "Not 
one man has been taken on 
in that time." 

Charlie Smith, LDC 
member, commented, 
"BRB say there will be no 
redundancies in the produc
tivity package, but they said 
that when we went to single 
manning. 
"BRB would repeat this if 
they thought they could get 
away with it. The Tories 
talk about things looking 
up, but to me things would 
be looking up if we were 
taking lads off the dole and 
ending the need for over
time. At present if Guards 
don't work rest days the 
trains won't··run. Doesn't 
that mean that we need 
more men and decent 
wages?" 

No room for 
complacency 
The BR bosses, the 
British Railways 
Board, are . making 
further attempts _.to 
split the railworkers 
apart by opening up 
gulfs between the 
two main rail 
unions. 

This has so far been 
engineered by the BRB giv
ing NUR drivers the 3 07o, 
yet withholding it from 
ASLEF members insisting 
that the pay rise was linked 
to productivity in the form 
of flexible rostering. 

A further attempt at split
ting the membership was 
made last week when an in
struction was issued saying 
NUR drivers who reported 
for duty on Wednesday and 
Thursday are to be utilised 
to work trains . 

This move gained most 
publicity at Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire on 3 
February where five NUR 
drivers were to have run a 
train service starting with 
the 13 .40 to Marylebone. 
This deliberate attempt at 
strike breaking by the BRB 
was foiled because of an in
struction issued by the NUR 
that members should not 
cross ASLEF picket lines. 
The first driver to sign on 
for duty arrived at the sta
tion, to be confronted by an 
ASLEF picket who politely 
asked him to support them 
and not cross the picket 
line. He agreed straight 
away and went home again 

By Dave Phillips 
(Stratford ASLEF) 

-in fact rione of the NUR 
drivers crossed the picket 
line. 

But ASLEF members 
should not become compla
cent and think that the BRB 
will not try again. It has 
now become clear that the 
Tory government are 
behind the BRB and are go
ing to try and break the 
union, and it won't stop 
there. Later on it will be 
other small craft unions. 
That is why ASLEF should 
use every means available to 
ensure success in this 
dispute. 

ASLEF must 
answer BR's 

attempt to break 
the action 

with an all-out 
strike call 

The two day strikes have 
so far shown that they are 
not effective enough. In
stead of having the desired 
effect on the economy, it 
only upsets rail travellers. 
To ensure a victory ASLEF 
should call all-out strike, 

. but also ensuring that we 
have support from other 
unions to make the strike 

· effective with proper 
·picketing and blacking ac
tion organised. 

--J 
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TLUCAS KINGSWOOD 

Till we win 
We'll strike 

Workers at T. Lucas 
in Kingswood are in 
a determined mood 
on the picket line. 
They are defending 
up to 53 jobs 
threatened by a 
management plan to 
move production of 
rusk to their plants 
in Birstwitch, 
Yorkshire. 

Lucas is part of the giant 
Dalgety-Spillers combine 
that manfactures spice and 
rusk for food filling. 
Management claimed that 
moving rusk production to 
Birstwitch will improve out
put and efficiency. 

Workers here point out 
angrily that none of the £2 
million profit has been 
ploughed back into 
Kingswood to improve 
machinery and therefore 
improve output. They are 
having to pay through job 
losses for bad management 
and bad planning. 

Colwyn Jones, Transport 
and General Workers 
Union Convenor pointed 
out that probably manage
ment's major consideration 
was that Birstwich workers 
were only just fully unionis
ed. 

They get between £30 and 
£40 less for the same job as 
Kingswood workers, and 
the move is clearly an at
tempt to boost profits even 
further at workers' expense. 

The Kingswood stewards 

are contacting those at 
Birstwich to reach agree
ment with workers there not 
only over manning .levels 
but on pay parity. 

The dispute initially in
volved the rusk men when 
they stopped production on 
Friday. Management 
however, seemed determin
ed to provoke the workers. 
On Monday morning 
following a decision that no 
rusk would be produced or 
moved, management an
nounced they would close 
down spice production as 
well unless work was started 
normally. 

An almost unanimous 
vote stuck two fingers up at 
management! Now all the 
workers are out on strike till 
all the jobs are guaranteed. 
When asked how long he 
thought it would take one 
worker on this' cold , but op
timistic picket line replied 
"till we win." 

The workers at T. Lucas 
have a proud history of sup
porting all workers in strug
gle. From Lee Jeans in ·• 
Scotland, to Staffa occupa
tion in London, they have 
been prepared to dip into 
their pockets and help. 

The dispute should be 
made official, but messages 
of support and financial 
donations should be sent to 
Colwyn Jones, Transport 
and General Workers 
Union Convenor, T. Lucas, 
Moravian Road, ~ 

Kingswood, Avon. 

By Mick Whale 
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IRISH ELECTIONS . Photo: Derek Spiers (IFL) 

Irish Labour Youth have been firm opponents of coalition. Now more and m ore Labour Parties agree w ith them 

Militant supporter 
Anne Wilkinson has 
been unanimously 
selected as Labour 
candidate for 
Donegal North East 
in the Irish general 
election. 

Anne is secretary of the 
CLP, senior shop steward 
in the Courtaulds factory in 
Letterkenny, Chairman of 
Letterkenny Trades Council 
and Chairman of the Let

terkenny branch of the Irish 
Transport and General 
Workers Union. Donegal 
NE is a spread-out rural 
area in the North West of 
the country. 

Anton McCabe of Derry 
Labour and Trade Union 
Party spoke to Anne after 
her selection. 

On what basis are you 
standing? 

I am standing on the 
socialist policies of the 
Labour Party. These are the 
only sort of policies that can 
solve the p roblems of 

Donegal. I do not believe 
that Labour should have 
electoral alliances with 
right-wing parties like Fine 
Gael, like the coalition at 
present. In the past Labour 
has gained when it stood on 
its own and when it was in 
alliance it went down. 

What are the problems of 
Donegal? 

First of all jobs . We have 
over 2007o unemployment; 
bad housing-there is the 
highest percentage of 
mobile homes of any area in 
the country, showing the 
problem is enormous; 
poverty; lack of amenities; 
lack of infrastructure. 

There is no public 
transport for this vast area 
except the Lough Swilly 
buses, a private company. 
They provide a bad service 
with old buses, they run 
very infrequently and the 
fares are high which is a 
hardship to the people of 
this area. 

What are the problems of 
young people? 

There is virtually no hope 

ASLEF 
CONTI NUED 
FROM 
PA GE ONE 

ment for the 3% pay rise in 
January to the ASLEF 
members. 

Charlie Rogers from the 
ASLEF Executive Commit
tee explained that at no time 
had ASLEF or the BRB 
entered into talks on the 3% 
pay rise and productivity . 
This is proved by the 
minutes of the negotiations 
right through from August 
to December. 

Yet the BRB would try to 
have us believe that not only 
had ASLEF done so, but 
that the consequences 
would be beneficial to all 
footplate staff! 

The 'benefits' would be 
the scrapping of the 
guaranteed 8 hour day, with 
9,000 redundancies! In
troduction of rosters which 
would mean greater un
social hours in an industry 
which already has the worst 
unsocial hours of all. 

If these 'benefits' are in
troduced, we could find 
ourselves going back to the 
casual labour of the '30s, 
where work was meted out 
only on a day-to-day basis. 

In the wake of Tebbil's 
anti-trade union Bill no 
union must be allowed to be 
isolated by the Tories and 
their cohorts in the media. 
Sid Weighell came in for 
special criticism for his 
statements criticising 
ASLEF. 

Yet how many people 
know that Sid Weighell 
signed his name to an NUR 
circular saying that ASLEF 
are totally justified in their 
action and condemning the 
British Rail Board? No 
doubt he is extremely em
barrassed by the support for 
ASLEF's stand because 
probably most of his own 
members oppose the flexi
ble rostering agreed by 

for them with little employ
ment in the area . The pro
blem was lessened slightly 
for a few years when a few 
factories were built but it is 
a massive problem now 
because immigration is cut 
off. 

Working class 
policies 

What have the other par
ties to offer? 

The other two parties 
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail 
have no real answers 
because they are pro
capitalist. There is also a 
local politician called 
Blaney who can only offer 
right-wing politics, no dif
ferent to the other parties, 
and using republicanism as 
a smokescreen . 

Blaney was a government 
minister and has a long 
record as a right -wing anti 
working-class politician. He 
was was one of those who 
brought in internment in 
the South. 

He now stands with a 

Weighell on their behalf. 
Another speaker, Martin 

Flannery MP, drew a 
parallel between the media's 
attempt to create an inter
union conflict and the way 
in which they have been try
ing to destroy the Labour 
Party by calling for witch
hunts to be carried out 
against the left wing. 

Les Huckfield, ASLEF
sponsored MP demanded 
that the Parliamentary Par
ty stand up and be counted 
on an issue as important as 
this. If the Bishop's Stort
ford 'agreement' meant 
non-committal comments 
on issues such as this, then 
the price was too much to 
pay, he said. 

At present ASLEF are at 
the forefront of the 
workers' battle against the 
Tories. They are giving a 
lead. If they are prepared to 
give a lead they must also be 
prepared to look to the 
unions' struggles in tht 
past. 

The steel workers did not 
hesitate to call all-out ac
tion, picketing all steel sup-
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veneer of republicanism and 
is supported by the Anti-H
Block campaign which is in 
turn supported by the 
republicans and some small 
ultra-left groups in Ireland 
and Britain. But all these 
other candidates are people 
of great personal wealth 
and have little in common 
with the working people of 
Donegal. 

How do you hope the 
election will go? 

We hope we'll hold and 
increase the Labour vote, 
and get over socialist ideas 
and recruit people to the 
party and to Labour Youth. 

The Labour vote here is 
small but it is a conscious, 
working-class vote for 
Labour. In Donegal Labour 
is standing on its own, not 
identified with any conser
vative party. 

Unfortunately, because 
of the ambiguity of the na
tional leadership, a lot of 
people don't fully trust 
Labour but we intend to 
push the national party 
down along socialist lines . 

plies. Should we go the way 
of the civil service who, 
after 21 weeks of demoralis
ing selective strike action 
suffered defeat? 

For ASLEF this is not 
on. Already members are 
impatient over the two day 
stoppages. They suffer 
financially yet see victory 
no nearer now than at the 
outset. 

Therefore all out action is 
absolutely necessary now! 
We must be prepared for 
100% stoppage. The sup
port of other trade unions, 
which is undoubtedly there, 
must be turned into positive 
action. 

Black all goods normally 
carried by rail! Set up a 
strike fund! ASLEF are 
determined to win this bat
tle. With determined action 
and with the mass support 
of the labour and trade 
union movement we are cer
tain that we shaJI succeed. 

By Tom Price 
(ASLEF, 

Corkerhill Branch) 
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