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Miners must call
O union power

Photo: Stefano Cagnoni (Report)

THE NINE-month strike of the
miners is a magnificent testimony
; to the willingness of working peo-
ple to struggle, when they are sure

about the cause
for which they
are fighting.

The overwhelming ma-
jority of the NUM
membership have
displayed a tenacious
loyalty to their union and
their class not seen for
generations.

The saturation pro-
paganda of the mass
media, giving full
coverage to the NCB’s
““‘Back to work’ camp-
paign, has been resisted
by the determination to
defend pits and com-
munities from the Mac-
Gregor plan.

The implementation of
the Court’s decision to
appoint a new receiver, to
take over the NUM’s day-
to-day finances, marks a
new turn in the dispute.
The NUM is not an insol-

vent organisation but the.

Tories are determined to
cripple the strike by crip-
pling the union
financially.

The situation demands
action by the labour
movement and not a
folded-arms acquiescence
to the courts and se-
questrators who are now
being directly underwrit-
ten by government funds.
This is a naked attack on
trade union rights. It
marks a new beginning in
the campaign to render
trade unions ineffective in
their ability to campaign,
or withdraw labour in de-
fence of their interests,
principles and rights.

Tory gamble

The Tories are playing

‘a gamble, hoping the

right wing leaders of the
trade unions will do
nothing. Yet on the
ground, in the workplaces
and factories and depots,
a mood of discontent is

lan Isaac

(St John’s Lodge
Secretary, South
Wales NUM EC, per-
sonal capacity)

building up. This week
has seen rail strikes over
cuts in Rhondda and
strikes in the National
Bus Company over the
same issue.

If the TUC were to pull
these strands together,
there could be a massive
response from workers
for action to defend the
unions and help the
miners.

If the TUC doesn’t call
for a General Strike to de-
fend the trade union
movement, it will reap a
whirlwind of aggression
from the Tory govern-
ment. Inaction will invite
further attacks by the
government and courts.

TUC inaction plays in-
to the hands of the Tories
who attempt to isolate the
miners. But in the ranks
of the working class, the
miners have millions of
friends.

Using the enormous
authority the miners’
union itself has gained, an
immediate appeal should
now be launched by the
NUM to all trade
unionists who have sup-
ported it in solidarity ac-
tion and to those unions
that have given dona-
tions. The call should be
made for these to now
pass resolutions, organise
lobbies, and send letters
and telegrams to the
TUC, both regional and
national, calling for all-
out strike action to be
organised by the TUC to
help win the miners’
strike and as importantly,
to defend the future

Continued on back page

Mass picket in support of miners at Tilbury power station, 10 December.

s e
N HE LANDS —THRON 7HE Book
AT ... COWFLYNG. No LigHTs...
FVING Tol5 To MINZRS “Kyrxs

The cartoon above is one of a series of Christmas cards pro-
duced by Revolution Graphics. See advert page 13.

LABOUR PARTY
members will welcome
the decision of the Na-
tional Executive Com-
mittee to see sense and
pull back for the time
being from a new witch
hunt. :

At what seems like the
eleventh hour the committee
decided unanimously to refer
back all recent recommenda-
tions of the Appeals and
Mediation subcommittee, in-
cluding the proposal for a
new and more general in-
vestigation into Militant.

In relation to Brychan
Davies, the Young Socialist
expelled from Rhondda
Labour Party for selling
Militant, it is the second time

‘Set-back for
witch hunt

the Appeals sub-committee
has been overturned by the
full NEC. The national
Labour Party officials
should now instruct Rhond-
da CLP to re-instate
Brychan.

Since the subcommittee
meeting of last week which
first made moves towards a
new witch-hunt, there have
been howls of outrage from
the Party ranks. More than
200 letters, telegrams and
resolutions arrived at Party
headquarters in just over a
week, protesting against the
proposed investigation.

Letters were sent from
people like Jack Collins,
Kent NUM President,

Continued on back page
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1984.: year
of struggle

THE END of the year is a good time for workers to reflect
on what has been a momentous twelve month period.

The titanic miners’ strike has put its stamp on all
political events in the past year. Moreover, it has the
germs of future social developments.

The Tories’ strategy to break the trade unions has been
revealed in all its nakedness during this strike. The govern-
ment prepared in meticulous detail and have been
prepared to spend billions of pounds to defeat the labour
movement’s ‘‘Brigade of Guards”’, the NUM.

The Tories need a trade union movement cowed into
meek submission, and shorn by law of all the powers that
would make it effective. The logic of the crisis of British
capitalism drives the political representatives of the bosses
to push Britain towards a cheap-labour economy and the

.main obstacles to them are the trade unions.

The miners’ strike began with some confusion and
serious tactical errors. But nevertheless the determination
and tenacity of the miners has aroused enormous sup-
port and admiration among other workers. At the begin-
ning of the year there were still those sceptics in the labour
movement who doubted that workers were prepared to
struggle, especially in the aftermath of the 1983 Tory elec-
tion victory. But the miners, and especially the young
miners have shown a courage and grim determination that
has not been seen for generations, and that also is a
pointer to future struggles.

The Tories have used the press in an unprecedented and
unrelenting campaign of vilification against the miners.
The courts and the police have equally been used freely
by the Tories. Laws and new precedents seem to have been
made up as the strike has gone on. It has seemed at times
that it was only necessary for a scab or an employer to
visit a judge for his lordship to issue a new writ against
the miners. There are now over 20 cases pending against
the NUM.

But the experience of these events will leave a lasting
mark on hundreds of thousands of miners, their families,
and millions of workers who have witnessed these attacks.
Having turned South Yorkshire and other coalfields in-
to a virtual police state, with no-go areas for workers in
cars, with mass charges under archaic laws, the Tories
have ensured that a new generation of young men and
women are completely alienated from the capitalist state
and the capitalist system. Old Engels often said that an
ounce of experience is worth a ton of theory. The strike
has done more to politicise workers than reams of

theoretical literature could ever have done.

But the heroism of the miners and other workers sup-
porting them in solidarity action has not beem matched
by leaders of the trade union movement, with the excep-
tion of the NUM leaders themselves. The TUC leaders,
especially the right wing, who have played an open strike-
breaking role, have not matched up to the needs of the
moment. Their clinging to ‘“‘legality’’ overlooks all the
traditions and struggles necessary to build the unions.

Even among the left leaders the seriousness of the
miners’ struggle and the Tories’ assault upon fundmen-
tal rights have not been taken up in practical action,
despite many fine words.

The role of the Labour leadership has been disgraceful.
Neil Kinnock has done himself irrecoverable damage in
the mining communities. He will never be forgotten for
his unbalanced and damaging criticisms of the miners.
In his detemination to please the false prophets of the
opinion polls, he has given encouragement to the Tories
and MacGregor to butcher the mining communities.

The miners’ strike is a turning point in British society
and in the labour movement. Things will never be the
same again.

Trade union activists thinking over the events of these
last nine months should re-double their efforts to sup-
port the miners and help them win a victory for all
workers. But another resolution must be made. In the
storms and stresses that will open up in society in the
future—including battles just as bitter as the miners’
strike—the key question facing the workers movement
will be leadership.

The labour movement is the strongest potential force
in society but it needs cohesion, direction, purpose, a pro-
gramme to change society and a leadership to carry it
through.

Rank and file workers therefore must become active
in their trade unions and in the Labour Party, to fight
for ideas and leaders who will fight for the interests of
workers with as much determination as Thatcher fights
for the bosses. That must be a goal every trade union must
set himself in the coming year.

Editor: Peter Taaffe
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Phone: 07-533 3311
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One law for the rich..

DEBENHAM'’S, the retail giant intend to trade
on the final two Sundays before Christmas.

After months of pious
statements on the sanctity of
the law during the miners’
dispute, we now have big
business blatently breaking
the 1950 Shops Act, which
protects shopworkers hours
and conditions.

There have been no
squeals of outrage from
Thatcher and co. on this act
of law breaking. Instead they

"Enquir

WITHIN A few days of
the Labour Party’s Ap-
peals and Mediation
Committee disgracefully
recommending a new in-
vestigation into-Militant,
scores of letters and
resolutions have been sent
to the National Executive
condemning the actionm,
and demanding the reins-
tatement of Brychan
Davies.

NUM members in par-
ticular are up in arms over
this threatened attack. Jack
Collins, secretary of the Kent
NUM sent a letter calling on
the NEC to intensify its sup-
port for the miners, and
‘‘not to create divisions but
to unite. . .the movement so
that the historical fight of the

-miners can be brought to a
victorious conclusion.”

Similarly a letter from -

Emlyn Williams, president
of the South Wales NUM,
supports Brychan Davies

. and deplores a new witch-

hunt.
In South Wales, Mardy,

By George Williamson
(USDAW Eastern Divi-
sional Councillor, London
Metropolitan branch)

have left it to their minions
in Westminster City Council
to take the stores to court.

Even then, there will be no
squads of riot police patrol-
ing Oxford Street to enforce

“anger

Treforgan, Blaenant,
Aberpergwn, St Johns and
Penallta NUM Lodges are
sending letters of protest.
In Ayrshire, letters and
resolutions have been sent
from the Netherthird,
Mossblown and Muirkirk
NUM, from Newton Grange
in the East, and from the
Whittan, Tranent, Wallfield,
Stirling, Fallin, Cowie and
New Craig Hall NUM strike
committees. Similarly the
South Notts NUM strike
committee has protested.
Protests have been receiv-
ed at Labour Party HQ from
leading trade unionists ard
all sections of the movement.
A telemessage has been sent
by Len Blood of the AUEW
No 28 NE Newton-le-
Willows branch—Len Blood
nominated John Evans MP
for the St Helens constituen-
cy. John Evans first raised
the idea of a new investiga-
tion into Militant. The Presi-
dent of the NUR grades and
a National Union of Seamen
executive member have pro-
tested, as has John

TGWU £200,000 fine

THE 1984 Trade Union Act
(Part 2) is being used to
penalize the giant TGWU.

The quaintly named

““Queen’s Remembrancer’’
. will now go in to recover the

£200,000 fine for contempt
of court, after the TGWU to
its credit refused to secretly
ballot its striking members at
Austin-Rover plants last
month or call off the strike.

However, it is not enough
for the TGWU leaders to ef-
fectively fold their arms and
say: ‘‘take the money, see if
we care!”’

The Tories are showing no
let up in their attacks on the
trade unions through the law
courts. A full mobilisation

of all sections with appeals
to the rank and file of other
industrial unions would
shake this malevolant Tory
government to its roots.

@ The post of Queen’s
Remembrancer dates back to
William the Conquerer. One
of his tasks is to collect the
‘rent’ for two plots of land
from the City of London.
Every October since 1211
they have had to pay
him. . .a blunt bill hook, six
horseshoes and 61 nails. If
that’s good enough for the
City, then its all he should
get from the TGWU!

By Bob Stothard
(TGWU 8/401)

the law. Instead the stores
will be fined a maximum of
£1,000 for each day opening;
they probably make that
much per minute of trading.

Shopworkers especially
are angry at this hypocrisy.
It can lead to a serious
deterioration in our working
conditions and service to the
public by hitting small
shops.

The bosses have to be con-
fronted. For an effective
fightback, shopworkers will

Emlyn Williams—letter of

protest. Photo: Militant
Hamilton, leader of Liver-
pool City Council.

Hundreds of resolutions
and letters of protests have
been sent, including ones
from:

Manchester Women’s sec-
tion, Falkirk CLP, Wallsend
CLP, Fords TGWU Bridg-
end, Yarrow Shipyard JSSC,
ASTMS Scottish executive,
AUEW Glasgow District
Commitee, Liverpool DLP,
COHSE stewards from
Edinburgh to Oxford,
Glasgow FBU and Leicester
West CLP.

need to equip themselves
with a fighting union leader-
ship. They will have that op-
portunity over the next few
months.

Only by voting for Broad
Left candidates in the com-
ing USDAW election, Jeff
Price for President, and Bill
Connor, for General Secre-
tary, can shopworkers get a
leadership able and willing to
stop the retail bosses trampl-
ing over us.

Liverpool
race unit

SAMPSON BOND began
work this week as the new
head of Liverpool’s Race
Relations Unit. On his ar-
rival at the city hall he was
jostled and abused by a small
group of 20 or so ‘Black
Caucus’ supporters, sup-
ported by a few NALGO
officials.

Sampson Bond said: ‘““The
abuse and intimidation will
not deter my commitment to
fight in the interests of black
people. The first task will be
to help tackle the high levels
of unemployment amongst
blacks, with a special priori-
ty for the problems of
unemployed black youth.”

When he began work he
received many phone calls
from black people and
organisations wishing to ar-
range discussions on aspects
of council anti-racist policy.

Grants climbdown

THE CLIMB down by the
government over proposals
for student grants shows the
hypocrisy of the Tory party.
For all their talk of ‘sticking
firmly to budgets’—a cry
heard ad nauseum during the
miners’ strike—they are
prepared to back down when
their policies hit traditional
Tory voters.

Education minister Sir
Keith Joseph’s proposals
would have meant payment
of tuition fees, hitting many
middle and upper class
families. Over 200 Tory MPs
protested at this, wary of its
effect on middle class voters
in their constituencies. In
turn the government did not
want a major split in the par-
ty with the present battle in
the coalfields, so backed
down.

However, the government

climb down leaves little to
celebrate, despite the ‘vic-
tory’ speeches of some
backbench Tories.

The payment of tuition
fees would have meant a cut
of £21 million in the overall
education budget. The
Tories are not giving
anything away though.
While, in a rare Tory conces-
sion £10 million will come
from the Treasury, to make
up the shortfall there will be
an £11 million cut in the
budget, including £6 million
from the science budget, and
£2 million from education
research, adult education
and the micro electronics
programme. The Tories also
still intend to abolish the
minimum grant.

(NUS and student campaign
—see page 6)




A DISGRACEFUL decision
by Afan Magistrates Court
in Port Talbot sent the first
South Wales miner to prison
for offences arising from his
arrest on the picket line
earlier this summer.

Roger Nicholas, a member
of St Johns NUM, was
sentenced to 6 weeks in
prison on the 23rd
November for alleged
obstruction and assault on a
police officer, both of which
were completely trumped up
charges.

On Monday after his im-
prisonment, a lobby and
picket was set up outside
Swansea prison where Roger
had been sent. Plans are be-
ing made for a mass
demonstration outside
Swansea jail involving the
whole of the South Wales
NUM and trade unionists
from the Swansea and sur-
rounding areas.

Because of this arbitrary
decision it is likely that

Roger Nicholas will be sub-.

ject to automatic dismissal
by the NCB.

Letters and messages of
support would be ap-
preciated to Roger Nicholas,
¢/o HM Prison Opyster-
mouth Road, Swansea, West
Glamorgan.

Also please send copies to
St Johns NUM, Nantyfyllon
Institute, Bangor Terrace,
Maesteg.

Courts
stretch
powers

MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
continue to stretch their
powers to the limit in trying
to intimidate striking miners.
Paul Fahey, a Lancashire
LPYS member and Sutton
Manor miner explains what
happened to him in court on
a charge of breach of the
peace:

‘“The magistrate told me I
was acquitted because of the
police evidence—there were
no grounds for
prosecution—but he bound
over myself and the two
witnesses for 12 months for
£250.”

As Paul Fahey told Mili-
tant: *‘This is just to stop us
going on picket lines and to
stop other men going on as
witnesses, so the police can
have a walkover in every
case. No tin-pot magistrate
is going to stop me fighting
for my job”’.

Correction

Edna Dinning, chairwoman
of Gateshead Miners
Dependents’ Support
Group has asked us to
‘point out that the £224
donation from Sunniside
Club which she mentioned
in last week's Militant, was
in fact donated by Alan
Hull of Lindisfarne, Edna
sends her thanks to Alan
and his friends for collec-
ting the cash.

SINCE DAY one of the
miners’ strike we have
read, heard or seen so-

called examples of
violence by striking
miners.

The press and media have
never been slow to show a
policeman with blood on his
face or, for example, the
working miner who was sup-
posedly attacked in a
hospital bed by pickets.

I live in Nottinghamshire
where most of the miners are
working and daily we hear of
attacks on miners who are
on strike and their sup-
porters. Obviously these at-
tacks are very rarely, if ever,
reported in the press.

® An elderly, retired man
from Annesley (I only know
his christian name is Sid)
was on his way to his sons in
Loughborough. As he ap-
proached Annesley pit he
was stopped by the police
and brutally dragged from
his car. Sid, who suffers
from thrombosis, was forc-
ed into handcuffs that were
so tight they caused serious
bleeding around his wrists.

Pickets who had witness-

ed the scene told the police
about Sid’s wrists were told
to **** off They had to
phone for an ambulance and
rang Sid’s son. When he ar-
rived, the Met, true to form,
dragged him from his car
and began to rough him up.

I forgot to mention Sid’s
crime—very serious
indeed—he was wearing a
‘Coal Not Dole’ sticker on
his coat and a ‘Support the
Notts Miners on Strike’
badge on his hat.

® At Rufford in North
Notts one striker was attack-
ed with a bow-saw by a
working miner, who said he
was going to cut his head
off. He almost succeeded.
The striker had to have 160
stitches in his neck and head;
there was not a word from
the press.

® Mr McGinly, 72 years
old from Ollerton, disgusted
with his son for strike break-
ing, disowned him publicly.
The following day the win-
dows in his home were brick-
ed. Again, no report in the
press.

® Brian Simister (Vice
President of Nottingham

Trades Council) went for a
night out with his mate to
Gedling Miners’ Welfare.
After an enjoyable Friday
evening with striking miners
he went out to his car to go
home. He and his mate
found five car loads of
working miners waiting for
them.

Brian was punched to the
ground and kicked. His mate
suffered a cut eye and a burst
nose. Brian was so badly
beaten that the following
Monday he had to attend
hospital due to the pain in
his neck. This warranted a
one-minute report on Radio
Trent and nothing from the
press.

@ Maggotts have been

posted through striking
miners letter boxes in
Hucknall.

@ Dave Rowe from Lin-
by Colliery found milk bot-
tles wedged under the back
wheels of his car.

® Dave Simpson, a
striker from Annesley Col-
liery was attacked by six
thugs in the street while out
fund raising in Luton one
evening.
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Notts strikers assaulted

In Dave’s own words he
was ‘left for dead’. He suf-
fered broken ribs. Once
again none of these incidents
were reported.

@ “Striking miners like
Kevin Parkin of Huknall
Pit have been charged by the
police and sacked by the
NCB for fighting with work-
ing miners. It takes two to
start a fight but only striking
miners are penalised. In
Kevin’s case he hasn’t been
to court yet but has been pre-
judged and found guilty by
the Colliery Manager. And
so the list goes on—and still
no reports in the Tory press.

These are just a few local
incidents. Nationally there
must be a thousands more.
The violence and intimida-
tion to striking miners will
not weaken them. The one
sidedness of the Tory press
will only encourage them to
stand united.

By Alan Jones
TGWU, volunteer working
at South Notts strike
centre

Miners’ children from North Yorkshire pits anjoy a Christmas Party at Airedale, near Castleford.
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Cwm men defiant

THE ONE remaining pit
in Ebbw Vale is Marine
Colliery, Cwm. The
unemployment rate in
Ebbw Vale is now of-
ficially 20%. Youth
unemployment is over
four times that.

The loyalty and committ-
ment of the miners to their
union and the cause was
clear in the good-size picket
of 150 or more that turned
up on Wednesday, 5
December by 5 am, on what
was a typical Ebbw Vale
day—it emptied down! The
police were there in large
numbers too—‘‘ordinary
coppers” (is there such a
thing?); riot-squad men;
numerous flat-hats; dogs in
the van; riot-gear clearly visi-
ble in another van; ‘‘spot-
ters’ up on the railway-lines
overlooking the pit-gates and
many more police in reserve.

The size of the police
presence ensured that the
three scabs—in a convoy of
some 15-20 vehicles—sped in
easily.

All this to get three scabs
into the pit: men who don’t

go underground, who don’t
produce one ounce of coal
between them, but who get
paid. The scene was the
same—without the rain—on
Friday morning. Only this
time there was a bit of a
shove on—nothing much,
but one picket was dragged
out unceremoniously by two
policemen and taken to one
of the nearby vans, arrested
presumbably for ‘‘having his
hands in his pockets in an
aggressive manner’’.

The general feeling was
that he was nicked because
there had been no arrests at
Marine for two weeks (since
the very violent police at-
tacks three weeks ago) and
that therefore ‘‘they hadn’t
got their quota for the
month’’.

Again the scabs were con-
voyed in at great speed;
again the police denied the
pickets their legal right to ap-
proach and talk to strike-
breakers. Cwm is now
another community in this
strike that has seen the police
in their true colours.

The mood on the picket is
to stick it out for however

long it takes. The rain that
soaked us to the skin on the
Wednesday failed to dampen
the fire and spirit of the
Marine men. But there is
more than just jokes on the
picket-line, there is a will-
ingness to talk and discuss
issues too.

Most of the pickets are
very critical of the TUC’s
role and want, in the words
of one, some ‘‘proper trade
union action’’ from our so-
called leaders. And as for
Neil Kinnock...this is a fami-
ly newspaper.

At the Miners’ Institute, I
talked to Terry Jones, a
Marine miner who must be
typical of many miners up
and down the land: young,
married with a family and a
mortgage, he has picketted
all over the country. For
him, there can be no
possibility of working with
the scabs when the strike is
over. Terry’s words summ-
ed things up: ““Once we get
through Christmas, we’ll be
there, we’ll win.”’

By Stuart Winstanley

Photo: John Harris (IFL)

NCB touts for scabs

Miners’ dispute

MacGregor
makes ‘sell
pits’ call

THE CHURCH interven-
ed in the miners’ strike
again last week. Speaking
at a church in the City of
London on ‘‘the morali-
ty of the creation of
wealth’’ was that expert
in creating poverty, Ian
MacGregor.

The chairman of the Coal
Board was in a nostalgic
mood, talking about past
technological innovations
which had ‘‘raised living
standards’’ despite ‘‘social
disruption’’. He mentioned
the automatic reaper, and
going back to his childhood,
the invention of bronze by
the Phoenicians which had
started the Cornish tin min-
ing industry.

Leave country

He talked of British
miners emigrating to
America: ‘““‘Miners are an in-
ternational breed. The most
important thing about min-
ing communities is their
mobility”’.

Mineworkers were offered
nothing but ti:e chance to
leave the country—if they
could find work anywhere
else. But he had better news
for his rich audience. He
spoke with approval of
privatisation of the mining
industry. MacGregor
thought it would be
“‘wonderful”’ if the NUM
were to buy ‘‘uneconomic
pits’’. As for privatisation of
the most modern mines, he
felt sure ‘‘opportunities will
arise as they have done in
other industries’’. Like BT
and shortly in British Air-
ways, there are great ‘‘op-
portunities’” for ad men,
lawyers and speculators to
make a fast buck. In the
meantime MacGregor wants
miners to be sacked and
what is left of the industry
made ‘lean and attractive’ to
private shareholders.

By Roger Shrives

THE ‘FLOOD’ back to
work is dwindling to a drip
in North Derbyshire. Ken
Moses, the NCB Area Direc-
tor, has had to find alter-
native employment for
members of his senior
management staff.

They are travelling around
the coalfield visiting the
homes of striking miners,
making personal appeals for
them to return to work. If
the economics of their ef-
forts were to be judged by
the same standard as that us-

ed by MacGregor for pits,
these characters would be in
debt for the rest of their
lives.

Highlighting that scabbing
is a serious ailment is the
situation at Warsop Main.
180 scabs have signed on the
sick this week. Their only
cure is to rejoin the strike
and fight for their future and
their health,

Alan Alberry
(Bolsover CLP)

Power workers meeting

WORKERS FROM the
Drax and Eggborough
power stations in Yorkshire
met with miners from the
Selby coalfield on Tuesday
11 December to build
solidarity for the miners
among the workers at two of
the largest power stations in
the country.

Power workers at the
meeting expressed whole
hearted support for the
miners’ cause and were deter
mined to black all coal and
oil coming across NUM
picket lines. The construc-

tion of an oil pipeline at
Drax has already been black-
ed. The meeting decided to
arrange workplace meetings
at the power stations with
speakers from the NUM in
order to build solidarity
amongst rank and file power
workers. Two co-ordinators
were appointed to organise
the work, one from the
NUM and an AUEW
member at one of the power
stations.

Dave Wood
(York LP) -
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Miners '’ dispute

THE PAST few weeks has seen the development
of a Pickets Co-ordinating Committee organised
‘by rank and file members of the Northumberland
NUM. This has been necessary to combat the bar-
rage of propaganda from the media and local
management; to answer the bribery and intimida-
tion; and to organise picketing more effectively
and efficiently,. RAY PALMER and JOHN
MCKENNA of Bates Colliery explained the
background to Kevin Miles of Militant:

The amount of work in-
volved in the strike and the
pressure on the Area and
lodge officials required us to
involve rank and file
members more in the
organisation of the strike. It
enables us to share the work-
load and allow new in-
itiatives from the rank and
file to be put into practice.

For example, a lot of the
lads wanted the chance to
talk and put our case to the
rank and file members of
other unions whose support
we need—such as the power
workers. Leaders of the
power unions claim there is
no support for the NUM
case but at grass-roots level
we know that to be untrue.
These lads are friends and
neighbours, we are all part
of one community. All it
takes is for us to explain our
case.

Campaign
Strategy

We are arranging open
meeting with national
speakers from the NUM. We
want every member of our
union there. We hope to
reach strikers in our Area
who haven’t involved
themselves and to counteract
the vicious media campaigns
against us.

We are fly-posting, leaflet-
ting and even touring the
streets with a loudhailer to
make sure everyone knows
what’s going on. We are
making a special effort to
contact our members
isolated in outlying areas.

We are forming support
groups at meeting places to
take the case onto the
doorsteps. Some of the lads
can’t afford to travel to
picket lines and it’s our
responsibility to keep them
in touch. To this end we are
putting out a weekly
Bulletin.

In additon to the rally held -

at Blyth last week we are
holding another in
Ashington this Friday,

December 14, to
demonstrate how the fates of
shipyard workers, hospital
workers, the unemployed—
indeed all the communities in
the area—are linked in our
fight to defend jobs.

Coal stocks at Blyth
power station are at rock
bottom—we know that for a
fact. It’s only been kept go-
ing with oil which has
damaged the boilers.

We have distributed a
series of leaflets to the power
station workers, including
some written by the power
workers themselves, and
picketed there hoping to win
support for the idea of not
handling scab coal and/or
oil. We are meeting with
their shop stewards and in-
tend to ask them to arrange
meetings SO we can put our
case direct to the lads.

We are now meeting
Durham Area miners on a
regular basis to co-ordinate
picketing actitvities. We are
able to demonstrate the iron
will of the majority of the
NUM in our Area to win this
strike.

In the past few weeks all
the lodges discussed the
Lynemouth resolution con-
cerning the ballot question at
a time when the NCB ‘Drift-
back’ was at it’s height. As
a result of our campaiging
the only lodge which voted
for a ballot was
Lynemouth—representing
just 200 men! The other 5
lodges representing
thousands of NUM members
threw it out.

The support of ordinary
workers for our struggle
should embarrass the TUC
and Labour Party leaders.
With decent leadership from
those quarters this strike
would have been won
months ago.

The working class need a
daily paper like Militant. It
has shown—in words and
deeds—the sort of commit-
ment needed to defend the
working class. Our lads
won't forget,

Six day campaign

IN 6 days the rank and file
committee achieved the
following:

* Production of two
bulletins issued to 5,000
of our members.

* Joint lobbies of all the
Northumberland NUM
branches with the
Durham men, who have
been marvellous in their
support and action.

* An increase in picketing
particularly at Bates and
Ellington. At Bates pit in
Blyth CPSA members
from Newcastle Central
Office attended the picket
line. We now intend to
organise mass picketing
at all the pits.

* Leafletting of all the
social clubs in Ashington
on Saturday night by
LPYS members. This will
now be a regular thing,

together with collections
if we can get permission.

* The organisation of a
meeting in Ashington
with Eric Clarke, Ray
Palmer and Dennis Mur-
phy speaking. Over three
hundred attended at twe
days notice.

The results:

* Ashington branch over-
whelmingly voted against
the ballot; Whittle branch
the same; Blyth branch
500 to 2 against the
ballot; Brenkley
unanimously against;
Lynemouth voted for a
ballot but only after the
reinstatement of all
sacked; Ellington—only
seven voted in favour of
a ballot about 600
against.

Northumberland pitmen organise

YORKSHIRE Regional Wo-
men’s Conference was
dominated by the miners’
strike.

The opening debate was
on a resolution moved by
Jane Hartley from Hull,
seconded by TGWU delegate
Eunice Dankin_ calling for
the leadership to get off the
fence and to support the
miners. The other resolution
of the debate, moved by

k.

Jane Ingham from Leeds
called for a socialist fuel
policy.

There was an enthusiastic
mood as speakers such as
Audrey Gilbert from
Kiveton Park Women’s Sup-
port Group explained how
they were doing food parcels
and going picketing. Eileen
Carr, a member of Camsall
Support Group and a
member of Askern NUM ex-
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Yorkshire: women back the miners

plained that after the strike
women members of the
NUM would be looking for
equal rights—not to go
down the pit—but for con-
cessionary coal etc. Both
resolutions were carried
unanimously. About 40 peo-
ple attended the Militant
Readers’ Meeting—a big in-
crease on previous years.
Out of the meeting a petition

i

Jack Eccles the TUC chair-
man for his comments on the
miners. There was also a lot
of hard feeling about Kin-
nock’s lack of support.

Two Militant supporters
were elected to the Regional
Women’s Committee. At its
first meeting it agreed to
hold a Women’s Solidarity
Conference with miners in
mid-January.

was circulated condemning

By Dave Cotterill

Striking pitmen at Bold Colliery, Lancs, recently took a delivery of an unusual form of transport
(picture). It is understood théy preferred the ambulance to a surplus “‘black maria’’!

Step forward for Welsh women

AT THE Welsh Region
Women’s Conference on
November 9, Militant
supporter Muriel Brown-
ing was re-elected onto
the Regional Committee.
Conference adopted a
Marxist resolution from
Llanelli Women’s Coun-
cil, congratulating Liver-
pool City Council on their
stand against Tory cuts.

A miners’ wife invited
to speak had a tremen-
dous response when she
said that after the strike
she intended joining the
Labour-Party. This is also
the intention of the ma-
jority of women in the

Penrhweyber support
group. A resolution sup-
porting the miners was
carried overwhelmingly.

Influence

A resolution was car-
ried which included: ‘“As
a step towards increasing
women’s influence in the
Party, conference
demands the right to elect
the Women’s Division of
National Executive Com-
mittee.”’ Decisions arriv-
ed at by the outgoing
Regional Committee were
put to conference and
overwhelmingly accepted.
These included: one of

the women’s seats on the
NEC should be elected at
National Conference; the
four women’s seats on the
Labour Party Wales Ex-
ecutive Committee should
be elected at the Welsh
Women’s conference.

The acceptance of this
change will give more
authority to the Womens’
conference and marks a
real step forward.

By Muriel Browning
(Sec-Llanelli Women's
Council personal
capacity)

Women
against
closures |

EARLIER IN November at
Chesterfield two women
from each NUM panel
discussed the setting up of a
National Organisation for
the Women’s Action Groups
and Support Groups.

These women’s groups
have played a vital part in
the strike’s success by raising
money, organising food cen-
tres and picketing. Never-
theless, there has been a
desire for area, regional and
national organisation on the
lines of the 1926 Miners’
Wives Foundation.

There has been a fear of a
body imposed from above
and some groups have ask-
ed for a National Delegate
Conference—one per
group—and that all appoint-
ments be regarded as tem-
porary until elections by na-
tional conference.

At Chesterfield it was
agreed to hold a national
conference after the strike
and to call the organisation
the National Women
Against Pit Closures. Also it
was agreed that, after
delegates had returned to
their areas for discussions
and elections, to elect a pro-
rem National Committee to
conduct affairs until
conference.

A list of aims were set out
for education, social and
political activities. Also sug-
gested was infiltration of the
Women's Institute but it is
thought the mover was not
entirely serious!
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Miners’ dispute

Uneconomics of pit closures

A recent report by leading accountants which backed the NUM’s arguments
that the government’s calculations of the cost of pit closures vastly
underestimates the effect of redundancy pay, dole and lost tax was bann-
ed from the pages of the Accountancy magazine and severely embarrassed
the government. Ironically one of its main authors is Price Waterhouse
professor of accountancy at UMIST. ANDREW GLYN, a leading figure
in this debate, returns to the attack:

OPERATING LOSSES cer-
tainly do not in themselves
justify closure. They do im-
ply that the value of the coal
produced is less than the
various costs attributed to
the pit. But to conclude that
the pits should be closed pre-
supposes that the resources
which those costs represent
would have been used else-
where to produce something
of greater value.

If, on the contrary, those
resources (both workers and
equipment) would otherwise
be idle, there is no real cost
to society from their use in
producing coal. Society as a
whole gains the value of the
coal. The miners gain the
difference between their
take-home pay at work and
what they would receive if
unemployed. If the value of
the coal they produce ex-
ceeds what they gain then the
rest of society benefits as

well (since costs of closure”

exceed operating subsidies).

Closure costs

Four pits, whose schedul-
ed closure by the NCB
precipitated the strike, il-
lustrate the case (the fifth
was not producing during
the relevant period). Costs of
closure can be estimated
from the figures for employ-
ment, costs and profits in the
pits in 1983 prior to the over-
time ban (supplied to the
NUM by the NCB). Assum-
ptions can be made about
the costs to the government
of the unemployment gener-
ated amongst miners, other
NCB employees, workers in
supplying industries and in
industries affected by reduc-
ed spending.

They show that even
Snowdown pit, burdened at
the time with development
work which gave it the
lowest sales revenue per
miner of all the NCB pits
(£103 per week) would cost
the government more to
close than to keep open. For
the other ‘uneconomic’ pits
the net costs of closure are
even greater, often much
greater.

Economic

On this basis, not only are
all the NCB’'s pits
‘economic’ in the sense of
making a contribution to
production. They are all ac-
tually so ‘economic’ that
keeping them open benefits
the rest of society as well as
the workers involved.

This broad conclusion is
strengthened by alternative
(unfavourable) estimates
about the cost of unemploy-
ment etc. The two crucial
assumptions which are re-
quired are that closure would
lead to long-term unemploy-
ment, and that the output
produced by the higher cost
pits does in fact have a
substantial value (as the
NCB accounts themselves

assume).

If the unemployment ef-
fect of closure was tem-
porary, then the losses of
coal output would soon be

Miners at Snowdown pit, Kent, last year. Costs to the govern-
ment of closing this pit would be more than keeping it open.
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Table 1: Losses to government from closure
£ per miner per week

If colliery was
closed cost to

2oVt revenue

would be:
Herrington 281
Cortonwood 295

Bullcliffe Wood 467
Snowdown 260

Present level of | So to close pit
subsidy to keep | means net loss
pit open: 10 gOVt O
82 199
74 221
251 216
232 28

miner affected.

Note: The reason that the estimates of costs of closure
in column (1) vary betveen pits is that the higher are costs
other than miners’ pay, the greater is the impact on other
industries and thus the greater the costs of closure per

offset by additional output
in the industries where new
jobs are created. Equally if
the coal was really worth no
more dug out the ground
than left in the pit (because
there was no prospective use)
then keeping the pits open
would simply be a way of
subsidising the incomes of
those involved (requiring a
different justification).

For the unemployment ef-
fect to be temporary, it is not
enough for those whose jobs
are immediately lost by
closure to find jobs
elsewhere (by transferring to
nearby pits for example). If
no additional jobs are
created such moves must be
at the expense of other
workers who would other-
wise have filled the vacan-
cies. The decisive question is
what happens to total
employment, not the fate of
particular individuals.

The only argument ad-
vanced for the idea that
making workers unemployed
will of itself generate
substitute jobs is the theory
that the increase in
unemployment will drive
down real wages and thereby
(somehow) increase employ-
ment. But the persistence of
mass unemployment
discredits this theory. So it is
wholly implausible that pit
closure will lead to increas-

ed production elsewhere to
compensate for less coal
produced.

But is the coal from the
‘marginal’ pits realiv worth
anything, given the piling up
of coal stocks in recent
vears? This stockbuilding,
however, just like rising
unemployment, reflects the
government-induced con-
traction in the economy. If
growth after 1979 had con-
tinued even at the slow rate
achieved after the first ‘oil
shock’, then production in
1984 would have been some
7% higher and coal use cor-
respondingly increased.

Coal stocks in October
last vear before the overtime
ban would have been under
30 million tonnes, less than
before the disputes of 1971
and 1973. So there is no
shortage of valuable uses to
which the coal from the
higher cost pits would be
put, just as there is no shor-
tage of valuable jobs which
the unemployed could do.

Labelling these pits as
‘uneconomic’ and casting
them out of the NCB’s ac-
counts is just the same trick
as redefining registered
unemployment to reduce
reported numbers out of
work. Neither can disguise
the damage that is being
done to the economy by
government policies.

Bare-faced legal robbery

THIS LETTER from the accoun-
tants appointed to sequestrate
(legal word for steal) the National
Union of Mineworkers’ funds
shows the depths to which the rul-
ing class will go to smash this
strike.
The
remove

Now they want to force other
trade unions to stop supporting
the miners or to put their money
straight into the pockets of the
sequestrators!

What bare-faced cheek and
hypocrisy! The labour movement
must reveal this legal stitch up for
what it is—bare faced robbery.
Give it the answer it deserves!

law has been used to
(legally at least) the

elected leaders of the miners from
control of the union’s funds.

Bice

\ /aterhouse

To the General Secretaries of all Trade Unions

3 December 1984

Dear Sir,

TAYLOR AND FOULSTONE -V- NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS (''THE UNION")

6]
We enclose a copy of the Writ of Sequestration.

It would appear from press reports that a number of Trade Unions, not
identified in the reports, have transferred amounts of money to the
vational Union of Mineworkers since the date of our appointﬁen: 26
October 1984. Please state if you are such a Union, and if so ;ould

you kindly supply full particulars of the payments, giving the followingz
specific information:- -

1 The amount of each payment, stating whether it was in cash and whether
by way of loan or gift., If payment(s) have been made by chegue(s) we
require sight of, or a copy of, both sides of the paid cheque(s).

Z The person or persons to whom payzent was wmade.

3 If known the purpose for which the money was used by the Union.

4 Wnether it is intended to make further payments. If so please give
full particulars as above.
If it is intended to make further payments would vou kindly note that
as Coznissioners of Sequestration autheiised and com:anded’bv the Co
to take into our possession all the assets of the Union, r
to pay to us all and any sums that are to be paid

ure
we require vou
to the Union.

If the above is not applicable to yvour Union we Trequire confirmation
that no payments have heen made or will be zmade to the Union.

Yours faithfully,

7

. / : / /‘/(/\’///K
Comissm:jtracion




6'MILITANT 14 Decetiber 1984 '

~ Students prepare for new
battles

““We will not be brought
off by this half-baked
withdrawal.’’ This reac-
tion by NUS President
Phil Woolas to Keith
Joseph’s ‘U-turn’ on stu-
dent tuition fees was
echoed by delegates to the
7-10 December NUS
Conference.

As Lesley Smirke, Central
College Liverpool Delegate
said in the debate on the
NUS ‘New Deal’ for
students: ‘““The Tories’ U-
Turn, after the cuts from the
science budget to pay for it,
will only add £11 million to
education spending. Our de-
mand for a £30 a week grant
will cost the Tories £500
million. A serious strategy of
linking students with the
labour movement is
necessary to acheive the
‘New Deal’.”

But many conference
delegates felt that the NUS
Executive had no strategy to
defend and expand educa-
tion. While a National Rent
Strike was agreed for the
Spring term, a motion of
censure on the National
Organisation of Labour
Students led Executive was
passed for their failure ‘““to
provide a resolute leadership
of the campaign, especially
during demonstrative action
such as the rally in London
on the 28 November.”’

However, only Militant
supporters explained how
student action, to be effec-
tive, must be linked to the
strength of the labour
movement,

In the debate on North
London Poly it was explain-
ed that the pressure exerted
on ILEA by the labour
movement through a move
by Militant supporters on the
London Labour Party Ex-
ecutive to get the NF Student
Organiser Patrick Harr-
ington removed from the
Polytechnic, had been
sucessful, along with the
students action, in causing
the ‘early retirement’ of the
Poly’s Director.

A motion moved by Mili-
tant supporters on Harr-
ington was lost only after a
count, by 265 to 349. And
while other resolutions by
Militant supporters for a
Public Sector Alliance and
links with the trade union
Broad Lefts were defeated,
the ideas of Militant receiv-
ed their best ever support at
an NUS conference.

At the Sectororal Con-
ference for FE Students, a
move to allow Harry Smith,
Vice-chair of Liverpool Ci-
ty Council Education Com-
mittee to speak was over-
whelmingly passed and a
Labour majority, including
the Further Education
Labour Students candidate
Lesleigh Woodburn, was
elected onto the Further
Education National Com-
mittee of NUS for the first
time ever—a clear sign that
students want to link with
the power of the labour
movement,

By Howard Oakes,
(Huddersfield Tech
Delegate)
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This year has seen a new turn in the student movement towards defending education. Above,
campaigning for the NUS’s ‘New Deal’ in March.

180 arrests on London march

THE PROPOSALS to
abolish the minimum grant,
demand tuition fees, in-
troduce harsher scales of
parental contributions and
offer a mere 3% grant rise
provoked the angry
demonstrations by students.

On the London march on
November 28, 30,000 of us
met in Jubilee Gardens with
the idea of peacefully mar-
ching to Downing street to
deliver over 20,000 letters of
indignation.

The day began with a car-
nival like atmosphere, but as
the speakers went on many
became restless and the idea

Occupation at
Portsmouth Poly

STUDENTS AT Port-
smouth Polytechnic have
been in occupation for
over two weeks. Occupa-
tion committees have
been set up in each
department.

It has the support of the
majority of students, shown
by attendences at the three
general meetings of over
1,000 students. In a cross-
campus ballot endorsing the
actions, of the 3,000 students
who voted over 2,000 were in
support.

We have two demands—
departments levying extra
charges for equipment essen-
tial for the completion of
courses return the money to
the students; and that a pro-
posed 4% % increase in hall
fees be redused in line with
the increase in student
grants. This would only cost
the authorities £8,000.

The occupation has
guaranteed that it would
keep departments open but

the governors have tried to
close down the poly and
blame it on the occupation.
This has failed so far—some
members of staff say they
will climb up a ladder, into
the building, to teach the
students if necessary.

The local cafe gives dis-
eounts to students in occupa-
tion, while caretakers and
cleaning staff have given
food and drinks. They have
been disgusted by a writ serv-
ed on the occupied building.

The Occupation Commit-
tee is resolved to call a rent
strike of all halls of residence
next term, and is asking
respective tradé unions to
hold a 24-hour strike. The
staff recognise that if the
Students” Union can be
removed from occupation
over £8,000, and have a huge
court fine imposed upon it,
(it may be over £20,000 in
costs) then what effective ac-
tion can the staff take when
job losses are announced
after the rate-capping bill, or

when student numbers are
reduced through Tory
polices, and against the
threat of privatisation. The
polytechnic is now the se-
cond largest employer in
Portsmouth.

[t is clear that if the gover-
nors can break up the oc-
cupation, backed by the
courts and behind the sanc-
tity of Tory laws, they will be
more confident to break
future strike action by the
staff in the coming battles
over cuts and redundancies.

We are asking the trade
unions represented in the po-
ly to discuss the question of
a 24-hour strike at their next
meeting, inviting represen-
tatives of the Occupation
Committee to address the
meeting. It is vital that the
labour and student
movements unite to defend
-our futures.

By Heiko Khoo
(Portsmouth Poly

Labour Club)

Common struggle against Tories

ON HEARING the news of
Sir Keith Joseph’s proposals
the rank and file amongst the
students organised action
against the cuts in grants. On
the 21 November, all over
the country regional ‘days of
action’ took place. At North
Staffordshire Polytechnic we
picketed the Education
offices.

The cutbacks and the re-
cent events have highlighted
the common struggle against
the Tories and capitalism. At
North Staffordshire
Polytechnic, students have
stood side by side with
miners throughout their
fight and during the educa-
tion cuts protests, miners
have greatly supported

students. Reactionary feel-
ings towards students have
been changed more
realistically to the opinion
that a students’ fight is a
workers’ fight, is everyone’s
fight.

By Gary Davison
(North Staffs Poly Labour
Club Secretary)

of delivering the letters alone
seemed futile.

The mass of the
demonstration began to
move along the south em-
bankment towards
Westminster bridge, which
was shut off by nzlice. As
traffic began to clog up,
students climbed through the
GLC building, over the high
embankment walls and
began sitting in the road.
Unprovoked police violence
took place as police, some of
them mounted, attempted to
clear the road. There were
180 arrests.

Soon all traffic was at a

standstill as Westminster and
Lambeth bridges were block-
ed off—although all taxis
and ambulances were allow-
ed through. The North Staf-
fordshire LPYS banner was
unfurled on Lambeth bridge,
despite orders for ail banners
to be lowered.

By the end of the day
Joseph, Lawson and That-
cher had been shown that the
students of the country are
not going to be kicked
around but are prepared to
get up and fight for educa-
tion for all.

By a student
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One of the 180 arrests on the London march on 28 November.

Growing awareness
of students

THERE HAS been a“great
increase in the political
awareness and activity of
students. At my own college
last year, to say the least
there was a certain amount
of apathy.

Not so this year. There has
been moral, financial and
substantive support for the
local miners; the reactionary
Tory MP Harvey Proctor
was prevented from speaking
on the campus by a large
picket; much of the college
was shut down or else oc-
cupied and the local council

picketed in protest against
education cuts.

This culminated with the
demonstration in London on
28 November, where our col-
lege along with many
thousands of other students
took the NUS leadership at
its word and joined in the
events to make sure the
anger of students was
brought to the government’s
attention.

Police attack

Glasgow
demo

‘SCOTLAND’S militant
students brought chaos to
the centre of Glagow this
afternoon’—so reported the
local radio news on
November 29 after 6,000
Scottish students took to the
streets in protest.

Among the crowd were
around a thousand FE
students, who though not in
the main affected by the
Tories’ proposals, realised if
the proposals went through,
they would be next in line.

After the rally students in
a largely spontaneous and
unorganised action blocked
the streets for two hours, but
kept one step ahead of the
police.

However, there was a
violent reaction by the police
who charged into the
students to disperse them.
While young people were be-
ing arrested and beaten, it
appeared that their represen-
tatives, the National Union
of Students officials, were
side by side with the police
calling on the demonstration
to disperse. Chants of ‘scab’,
‘traitors’ and ‘collaborators’
were among the insults hurl-
ed at them.

A fighting leadership is
needed for our union, and
moves are already beginning
in'some colleges to have the
present officials taken to
task.

By Douglas Blackstock
(Glasgow College of
Technology Labour Club)

A catalogue

of violence

WE HAD a taste of the
police tactics miners have
suffered for the past nine
months when police tried to
break up the student
demonstration in Glasgow.

From our rally in the
historic George Square—
where a mass meeting of
Scottish workers led by
Willie Gallacher was charg-
ed by police in
1919—spontaneous marches
set off for the Tory HQ in
Wellington Street. The mar-
ches were continuously split
up by mounted police and
transit vans from the
Strathclyde Support Unit—
Scotland’s riot police.

Cavalry charges and vans
driving at densely packed
crowds were part of the
catalogue of police aggres-
sion. We saw a Chief Inspec-
tor tear up a banner and
throw the wooden pole onto
dumbfounded students’
heads. A young girl from
Esk Valley college was pun-
ched in the face by a burly
policeman after she tried to
dissuade him and five other
policemen from kicking a
student who was on the
ground. We saw a terrified
girl covering her glasses as
she was punched and shov-
ed towards a waiting van.

A student from my college
said afterwards: ‘“I'd heard
miners blaming police for
the violence on the picket
lines, but I never believed it.
Now I have seen and suf-
fered myself.”” That was
clearly the mood of the 6,000
students who joined the
march that day.

By CM Ralph ~
(Coventry ‘Lanchester’ By R. White
Polytechnic) (Stevenson College)




Coventry enquiry-

NEARLY 50 Labour Party members, in-
cluding the National Agent, a member of the
National Executive Committee, and an MP
are to spend a whole Sunday morning enquir-
ing into a successful 1983 General Election

campaign.

They will apparently be
joined by a character who
came within 3,000 votes of
handing the Coventry South
East seat to a Tory can-
didate. This get together
meant the cancellation of
plans by one Labour Party
ward to distribute 5,000
leaflets appealing for in-
dustrial support, money and
food for the miners.

Despite the election having
taken place 18 months ago
the comrades invited to at-
tend were given only 9 days
notice of the event. No infor-
mation as to what is required
of us has been received apart
from a request for us to
bring ‘“‘relevent minutes and
literature issued in the
campaign.”’

This enquiry stems from
allegations made by Fred
Davis, during his appeal

By Pete Marsden
(Coventry South East
CLP Executive
Committee)

against expulsion from the
party. He was expelled for
publicly supporting can-
didates opposed to the en-
dorsed Labour candidate.
We now apparently have the
position where an individual
can appoint himself as the
final selector of Labour
candidates—if they don’t
like the candidate they are at
liberty to go to the Tory
press to sabotage the labour
campaign.

Even if the local party ex-
pelled him and this is upheld
by the NEC, they are seem-
ingly to be given the
assistance of leading
members of the NEC, and
paid officials of the party in
pursuing a political and per-

LPYS miners
campaign

While the right-wing of the
Labour Party spend their
time finding new ways to at-
tack the Labour Party
Young Socialists, the LPYS
have continued raising cash
and building support for the
miners.

There are now one or two
demonstrations and major
rallies called by local LPYS
branches every week. Suc-
cessful demonstrations have
been held through the min-
ing areas of Ecklington and
Castleford in Yorkshire,
while 400 joined the march
in Blyth in Northumberland.
In Aylesham on November
25 200 attended the
demonstration followed by a
joint rally with the NUM. At
the meeting, a motion con-

demning the expulsion of
Brychan Davies was passed
unanimously.

Portsmouth also held a
successful demonstration in
their town on November
17—the march was three
times the size of the town’s
Labour Party Mayday
march.

Christmas toys

The London LPYS bran-
ches’ Christmas toy appeal
has been a great success.
They have raised £1,000 cash
and £1,000’s worth of toys

for miners’ children, which

will be delivered to Nor-
thumberland on December
15.

Many other branches have

waste of time

Dave Nellist (right) campaigns for Labour in Coventry during the 1983 general election.

sonal vendetta against the
Party and its candidates.
After the 1983 election
campaign, resolutions at-
tacking aspects of the way
the campaign was carried out
were passed by wards and
the Constituency Labour
Party. The enquiry is partial-
ly based on this. It is safe to
say that such resolutions
would not receive the same
support today, and even at
that time were carried by
slim majorities without the
influence of new members

signed up during the
campaign.
Preparation

But if the NEC is so con-
cernad to take into account
the views of this constituen-
cy as expressed in the resolu-
tions, will the same impor-
tance be attatched to the
resolution calling for this en-
quiry to be dropped, or the
same notice be taken that the
three wards which have met
regularly this year are all op-
posed to this enquiry?

Photo: Militant

Clearly what is in prepara-
tion is an attempt to extend
the witch hunt to more
members of the party. It’s no
coincidence that this enquiry
is taking place after some
brilliant work on behalf of
the movement by the MP
Dave Nellist who has shown
how Labour MP’s should be
fighting the Tories.

At a time when the miners
require all the suport of the
labour movement it is a
disgrace that this enquiry is
taking place and distracting
attention from the need to
join the struggle of the
miners. Coventry South East
Labour Party is calling for a
lobby of this enquiry at
10 am, Sunday 16
December, at the AUEW
Hall, Corporation Street,
Coventry.

Whatever the outcome of
the enquiry, the movement
in Coventry will go from
strength to strength and the
Marxists and Militant sup-
porters will be playing their
full part in that struggle.

i

'LPYS branches are finding novel ways to raise cash for the

miners. Above, a Thatcher look-a-like in Gateshead.

found novel ways of raising
cash for the miners, such as
Hove LPYS who had their
own Father Christmas col-
lecting in Brighton on Sun-
day. Bradford LPYS bran-
ches held a breakdance
competition—250 youth
turned up, raising £40 for the

NUM, £40 for the LPYS and
£40 to cover costs.

The LPYS nationally has
now produced 100,000
‘miners’ solidarity’ leaflets
which have been sent out to
the regions to build support
for future events.
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Witch-hunt threat

THE LPYS in Liv-
ingston have been to
the fore of the cam-
paign to win youth to
socialism in the area.

Livingston North YS has

60 members through their
campaigning activities—for
'example at a recent rock
concert they organised over
200 people attended and 50
signed up for the YS.

It is against this backdrop
that many Labour Party and
trade union activists will be
dismayed and disgusted that
attacks on YS members have
taken place recently by the
CLP. Many of these attacks
are of a personalised nature,
in particular against one pro-
minent YS member, Wendy
Miller.

The .accusations against
her include alleged ‘misap-
propriation of funds’, after
collections to send miners to
YS summer camp. Despite
receipts and letters of thanks
from the two miners who at-
tended the camp, a
disciplinary meeting was set
up to investigate Wendy’s
actions.

Reprimanded

At the meeting the com-
inittee turned up half an
hour late. Wendy was not
told what she was accused
of. A decision was taken to
leave it to the next GMC.

At that particular meeting,
on the casting vote of the
Chairman, it was decided to
send a letter of reprimand to
Wendy, whilst still not for-
mally telling her what she
was accused of. Wendy later

received a letter which stated
that ‘we resolved to send you
a letter of reprimand, hence
the reason for this letter’—
still no formal charge or
reason given!

Protests

Not content with such ac-
tivities, the CLP are going a
step further in their brave
crusade against local, main-
ly young female Militant
supporters. Protests have
been put forward by sections
of the ‘left’ on the CLP
about YS members selling
Militant on the streets of
Livingston. At the last GMC
the Constituency chairman
said: ‘““You are pushing me
too far, if there is a witch-
hunt in this constituency, I'll
start it and finish it. I will
leave the chair at the next
CLP to personally move
your expulsion,” to Wendy
Miller after she refused to
stop selling Militant.

At one CLP meeting the
same chairman stated the YS
should be banned from sell-
ing Socialist Youth the of-
ficial LPYS paper produced
by the Labour Party.

But local Militant sup-
porters and LPYS members
will not be intimidated, and
will continue the fight for
socialism. Indeed at the last
LPYS meeting, 13 new
members attended.

The so-called ‘lefts’ in Liv-
ingston will soon discover
that ideas and the thirst of
youth for socialism cannot
be intimidated, banned or
witch-hunted from the
Labour Party.

uosméd‘q' o10Ug

Vauxhall ban

ON 30 November Vauxhall Labour Party in South London
voted to ban sales of the Militant from a Labour Party street
collection for the miners. In an attempt to avoid accusations
of witch-hunting the motion actually bans sale of any
publication, even official Labour Party papers. However,
as the only paper being sold was Mi/itant the intention is

clear.

Militant supporters in Vauxhall have been involved in sup-
porting the miners right from the beginning of the strike,
in particular providing accommodation for Kent miners
picketing the NCB headquarters for the first 4 months of
the strike. We have also organised meetings and collections
at work-places, tube stations, and on the estates, as well as
helping with Labour Party street collections. While doing
this, we have continued to sell Militant, and many miners
have commented on the excellent coverage provided by the

paper.

We expect, and have resisted, harassment by the police,
and we intend to continue selling Militant and collecting for
the miners, despite efforts to the contrary by some members

of the Labour Party.

By Derrick McClelland
(Vauxhall Labour Party)

JUBILANT CHANTS rang
out after a public debate
recently in Edinburgh bet-
ween the LPYS and the
Young Tories on ‘“What
Future for Youth?’’.

After a campaign of local
YS public meetings and visits
to schools, colleges and fac-
tories, over 250 people
crammed into the night club
‘Nite’. With the audience

1ade up of everyone from
school students to miners,
the Tories were out-
numbered at least 10 to 1 in
an atmosphere which could

only be described as
‘electric’.
The YS speakers were An-

dy Clachers, LPYS National
Committee and Joe Owens,
Polkemmet NUM Youth
Delegate, both of whom
took the Tories apart bit by
bit and received rapturous
applause. Joe began by

YC’s hammered

showing what the majority
of miners thought of the
thousand pound bribe being
offered by the NCB by ripp-
ing up the letter sent out to
miners.

Any young person who
wasn’t sure which party to
join was more than convinc-
ed after listening to the
Young Tories. To our sur-
prise we were told that-there
‘““wasn’t a crisis’ of
capitalism but indeed a
““crisis of socialism around
the globe’”. We were also
told that socialism was a
“‘cancer” and that College
students should get loans.
The success of the debate can
be judged by the fact that we
got 50 new names for the YS
and the possibility of a
debate in a local school.

By Susan Riley

(West Edinburgh LPYS) .
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WE ARE at a turning point. Not since 1926 has the British labour

movement faced such a test.

A miners’ victory is within reach. Two-thirds of the miners re-
main solid, determined to carry the fight to the end. But victory
is not certain unless all the necessary steps are taken by activists
throughout the labour movement.

Moreover, the appointment by the courts of a receiver to take
complete control of the NUM’s resources and finances marks a
new stage in the government’s assault on the trade unions. This
is not merely an attack on the miners’ union. It threatens the ef-
fectiveness and, ultimately, the viable existence of all trade unions.

What should be the response of the labour leadership? What
action in the absence of a clear lead from above, which shamefully
appears less likely than ever—should be taken by activists at a

rank and file level? -

Class conscious workers everywhere are calling out for a lead,
for bold action based on a clear strategy and tactics. Answers pos-
ed to the questions are urgent. But they must be formulated in
the context of a weighing up of the stage reached in the miners’

strike.

This is not just another industrial
dispute. It is a class battle
which has opened up a chasm in
British society. The Thatcher
leadership has long been preparing
a showdown with the strongest sec-
tion of the working class, biding its
time for the right moment. A series
of defeats (for which the labour
leaders bear heavy responsibility)
and also a few timely concessions
to the waterworkers, and
railworkers cleared the way for
Thatcher to provoke a showdown
with the miners. A defeat for the
miners, the movement’s ‘“Brigade
of Guards’ would open up the
door to a devastating assault on the
trade unions generally, crippling
the organisations which provide the
only obstacle to the smashing of
workers’ rights and the savage driv-
ing down of living standards.

The economics of pit closures—
in any case, based on phony
accounting—are a secondary issue.
On behalf of the bosses, the Tories
have spent far more on strengthen-
ing the police, on building oil and
coal stocks and other preparations.
So far the strike has cost the
government at least £4 billion.
Lawson, Tebbit, and other Tories
have bluntly stated that it is a
“‘good investment’’ if the miners
are smashed.

Collision course

This collision course raises the
spectre of explosive social repercus-
sions for the ruling class. Some of
their more far sighted spokesmen
have warned that sections of the
workers and especially the youth
will be profoundly embittered by
mass unemployment and- the
Tories’” measures to break the
strike. They realise that many will
draw the conclusion that there is no
way out other than to fight to
change the system.

But for Thatcher and her big
business backers this desperate bat-
tleis a “‘good investment’’ because
it is part of a desperate strategy to
restore the profitability of big
business. Given the organic crisis of
capitalism in Britain and interna-
tionally there is no other way for
their class.

Capitalism can no longer afford
the reforms and enhanced living
standards conceded during the now
exhausted post-war upswing. They
have no alternative but to drive
down living standards. But to do
this big business must smash the
trade union organisations.

That is why Thatcher is going for
broke. It is not merely because of
her hatred for organised workers.
It is the policy dictated by the logic

By Lynn Walsh

of capitalist crisis.

But the best laid schemes of mice
and ministers can go astray! She
banked on a quick and easy victory
over the miners. Encouraged by the
retreat of the labour leaders, the
Tories calculated without the class
instinct, the magnificent deter-
mination and the militant tenacity
of the striking miners, especially of
the young miners.

A new generation of miners—
dismissed by the Tory pundits and
even written off by pessimistic
Labour leaders as incapable of
struggle—have rediscovered all the
combatitive methods of the past.
They have learned afresh the
methods of class picketing, of class
struggle, and demonstrated that
they are prepared to make heroic
sacrifices. They have stood up to
abuse by the police, backed by the
courts, on a scale unprecedented
since the 1920s and 1930s.

The strike has also drawn
miners’ families, especially women
into active struggle on an un-
precedented scale.

Moreover, the active, conscious
miners, together with other advanc-
ed workers, have already drawn far
reaching conclusions from this bat-
tle. They recognise that victory for
the miners, the immediate goal, will
not in itself solve all the problems.
They understand that there are no
lasting gains to be made within this
rotten system. There are no solu-
tions for the workers today under
capitalism. Victory for the miners,
for a whole section of active
strikers, is a stage in the movement
towards a fundamental socialist
transformation of society.

Whatever the immediate out-
come, the outlook of those miners,
their wives and girlfriends, and of
the workers who have given them
active support, will be irrevocably
changed—and this layer will act as
a catalyst in transforming the
outlook of the whole labour move-
ment in the next period.

This battle is unprecedented in the
post-war period, not merely
because of its duration but because
of the rapid ups and downs, shif-
ting the balance of the parties dur-
ing the strike. To some extent, it
has already taken on features of a
general strike situation. The whole
strength of the ruling class with the
massive forces of the police, the
courts, social security, and poten-
tially the army at its disposal, (but
not unaffected by deep splits within
the Tory party, and inhibited by the
danger of a massive political reac-
tion against brutal Thatcherite
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Arthur Scargill addresses a Labour Party rally in Stoke.

policies) is pitched against the
forces of the whole labour move-
ment (whose enormous strength is
crippled by the blindness, class
cowardace and political bankrupt-
cy of most of the present
leadership).

How many times have the
miners’ hopes been raised only to
be dropped again?

Dockers’ strikes

On both occasions when the
dockers struck, miners felt that
decisive sections were coming out
in solidarity. Rank and file dockers
instinctively understood that their
action was linked to the miners.
The T&G leaders, however, scan-
dalously tried to uphold the myth
that the dockers’ dispute was
separate. These mistaken tactics led
to defeat for the dockers, and en-
couraged the government to step
up the battle against the miners.

Similarly, the miners’ hopes were
lifted when, in response to the ar-
rogant provocation of the Coal
Board, NACODS members voted
overwhelmingly for strike action.
The shameful decision of the
NACODS leaders not to bring
them out, which will rebound on
NACODS in the future, was
another blow to the miners.

Despite the scepticism of many
striking miners, the hopes of
miners were raised by the decisions
at the TUC conference in
September to give support to the
miners. But fears that fine promises
would not be implemented by the
trade union leaders have been
borne out.

In spite of such disappointments,
however, the government’s attempt
to undermine the strike by a
massive return to work has not suc-
ceeded. After the summer break,
all the resources of the coal board,
the government, the bosses’ press
and television were concentrated on
orchestrating a return. Not only did
this fail, but the appearance for the
first time of scabs in some pits
resulted in many more striking
miners becoming involved in the
mass picketing.

The more recent attempt to
organise a return to work, which
still has not succeeded in getting
anything like half the miners back
to work, has also strengthened the
determination of the strikers. New
layers of young miners have come
to the fore in the recent period.
Especially significant have been the

mass meetings and rallies of
strikers in areas like Nor-
thumberland and Derbyshire,
which have prevented a drift back
to work and hardened the resolu-
tion of the strikers.

At every stage of the strike,
events and incidents have had an
effect on the mood. MacGregor’s
blunders, splits in the NCB leader-
ship, splits within Thatcher’s
cabinet, the successes of some mass
pickets in forcing back the police,
the sequestration of the South
Wales NUM funds,—almost from
day to day different incidents have
affected the course of the strike.
The reaction to the death of the
South Wales taxi driver taking a
scab to work was a set-back. But
within days this was overtaken by
the appointment of a receiver, and

! s
Norman Willis, new TUC General Secretary is proud of his
the miners struggle in the same historic vein.

prepared to lead.

The effect of single incidents and
events underlines the vitally impor-
tant part played by consciousness
in the class struggle. In some cases,
it is mistakes of the Labour leaders
themselves which had a demoralis-
ing effect. In other cases, blunders
of the government or the coal
board could have been used to ex-
pose their lies and completely
undermine their position.

Answer the lies

Every lie should be answered
with facts. Every attack with
arguments to steel the strikers and
win wider support. Every offensive
of the bosses should be answered
with new intiatives from the

Who runs

A general strike is required to
mobilise the full strength of the
class to defend workers’
organisations against the
Tories’ assault. Once the work-
ing class moves into a general
strike, however, not the sur-
vival of the government but the
question of power is inevitably
posed: Who runs society? The
capitalist class or the working
class?

The crisis of the system puts
this on the agenda. Capitalism
cannot continue without at-
tempting to restore profits
through clawing back workers’
living standards and rights. On
the other hands, the gains won
by workers’ struggles in the past
can only be defended by

society?

challenging the rotten
framework of capital and
fighting for the socialist
reorganisation of society.

In the course of a general
strike this would be brought
home to millions of workers,
who would be aroused to action
and would become conscious of
their enormous latent power.
But the existing leadership is in-
evitably an obstacle. This
makes it vital to fight for a clear
socialist programme and bold
strategy and tactics to
crystallise consciously the in-
stinctive class aims of the
workers. This is the urgent task
now posed before activists striv-
ing to galvanise the labour
movement into action.

his attempt to seize all the NUM’s
funds.

These shifts in the course of the
strike reflect the underlying con-
tradiction in the situation. The
underlying balance of class forces
is still overwhelmingly in favour of
the workers. But there is a crisis of
leadership. In Thatcher, the
capitalists have a determined leader
who fights ruthlessly to defeat her
opponents. On the other hand,
while even two or three key trade
unions have the power potentially
to paralyse the economy and bring
down the Tory government, the
leaders of these unions are not

workers. Meetings, rallies, and
demonstrations backed up with
printed material should be used to
build solidarity. A campaign of this
kind would provide the basis for
decisive solidarity action to ensure
a victory for the miners.

But clearly this has not been
forthcoming.

The leadership of the NUM
around Arthur Scargill has stood
firm. Despite all the venomous at-
tacks on Scargill in the capitalist
media, the sympathy of millions of
workers has been strengthened by
his unwavering explanation of the
miners’ case. Yet even the striking
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miners have not been sufficiently
unified around clear cut strategy
and tactics linking together all the
striking coalfields.

When the receiver was sent in
miners instinctively felt the need to
hit back decisively. On the front
page *of Labour Weekly (7
December), Arthur Scargill correct-
ly appealed to the whole movement
for “‘industrial action—the most
massive industrial action our move-
ment has ever known, and we must
have it now.”” But timing is of the
essence. The NUM leadership
should have gone further and put
a blunt demand to the TUC:
prepare an all-out general strike!
At the same time, to initiate a
generalised mobilisation from
below, the NUM should have ap-
pealed to the trade union ranks
over the heads of the general coun-
cil and immediately named the day
for a 24-hour general strike to set
things moving.

Some TUC leaders, like Frank
Chapple and Eric Hammond, have
treacherously denounced the
miners. But even the left leaders
have failed to implement the pro-
mises of solidarity. All this has em-
boldened Thatcher. Through the
punitive intervention of the courts
the Tory government has taken
steps against the NUM which,
unless they are reversed by united
class action, threaten to put the
trade unions back to the position
they were in at the time of the
Combination Acts in the 18th
Century.

This is a new situation. It goes
beyond the fining of a single
union or the sequestration of NGA
funds and those of the South Wales
NUM. Action has been taken to
bankrupt officials of Derbyshire
NUM, on the grounds that they
have unlawfully used NUM funds
in an unofficial strike. Similar steps
will undoubtedly be taken against
NUM officials in other areas.

The sequestration of NUM
funds shows the affects of the
Tories’ anti-trade union laws,
under which fines, contempt pro-
ceedings, and sequestration can
equally well take place. It means
that the assets and finances of any
trade union can be seized by the
state on behalf of the bosses. No
trade union can function effectively
under these conditions.

So trade unions now face a stark
choice. Either submit to laws which
render effective trade union action
impossible—or ignore the law and
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fight the threat of measures which
could smash the unions’ apparatus.

At the Wembley conference the
TUC came out for a policy of non-
co-operation with Tory trade union
laws. In recent weeks, however, the
TUC leadership has moved more
and more openly for a policy of co-
operation. Hammond of the EET-
PU and Gavin Laird of the AUEW
have called openly for a policy of
accepting government cash to con-
duct ballots. There is a pious
chorus of trade union leaders wail-
ing that it is wrong to break the
law. Norman Willis apparently
does not see the irony of his con-
ducting schoolchildren round the
Tolpuddle exhibition at Congress
House. In the past, apparently, it
was right for workers to defy un-
just laws in order to establish trade
union rights. Today, it is apparent-
ly wrong to defy unjust laws in
order to defend those very same
rights.

The TUC leaders should perhaps
note the comments of one of the
directors of Debenhams, justifying
their decision to open—illegally—
on Sundays. He said: ““It’s a
ridiculous law, and it’s about to be
changed soon anyway.”’ The store
bosses have nothing but utter con-
tempt for the £1,000 maximum fine
which they may have to pay—when
they will rake in hundreds of
thousands on a Sunday before
Christmas. The TUC leaders
should say to the Tories and their
judges: ““Your trade union laws are
unjust, reactionary laws—and we
will force you to change them!”’

The threat to all trade unions
posed by the sequestration of
the NUM’s assets demands all-out
general strike action. Nothing less
is required than the mobilisation of
all the forces of the trade union and
labour movement to defeat this
attack.

When the NGA’s funds where
sequestered it was correct to cal! for
a 24-hour general strike. When the
South Wales NUM funds were seiz-
ed, it.was also correct. However,
in the summer, when there was the
possibility that Scargill and other
NUM leaders could be jailed it was
necessary to prepare to call for an
all-out general strike. The govern-
ment drew back from this course.

But the court’s seizure of NUM
funds marked a qualitative change
in the situation. It posed the need
for an all-out mobilisation of the
class.

Threat of troops

Moreover, if over the Christmas
holiday the government attempts to
bring in troops in an attempt to
move coal and smash the strike
then there must be an immediate
all-out drive to initiate all-out
general strike action from below.

Although it goes_ unreported in
the bosses’ media, there is local
solidarity action in many areas.
Railway workers in a number of
key- areas are refusing to handle
coal. Manual workers in a number
of power stations are also refusing
to handle blacked coal.

-The enormous amount of cash
being collected for the miners is an
indication of the enormous fund of
sympathy that is there, if only it
were tapped with a lead from
above.

There is an instinctive feeling
among wide layers of trade union
activists that something more is
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(Top) Chairman Ray Buckton addresses 1984 TUC Conference. (Middie). Miners lobbying outside on the first
day were sceptical but nevertheless hoped that the TUC would determine to help the miners more forcefully.
(Battom) Miners lobby of Parliament leads to vicious police behaviour and many arrests.

needed: cc-ordinated, national
action.

We need a general strike: this is
the attitude of class conscious
workers, who would prepare and
organise the general strike. If the
TUC leaders were prepared to use
their authority to put the weight of
the traditional organisations behind
the call for a general strike and if
they campaigned and explained the
issues there would be an over-
whelming response from the work-
ing class in Britain.

While pouring scorn on the idea
of a general strike, the represen-
tatives of the ruling class are never-
theless terrified of the prospect.
Last Friday Robert Maxwell’s Dai-
ly Mirror devoted the whole of its
front page to a denunciation of the
idea of a general strike. They too
see that it is the only response
demanded in the situation by the
working class. They fear the
possibility of a general strike which
would smash Thatcher’s govern-
ment and pose a challenge to the
system. But they also have the
measure of the trade union leaders,
taking full advantage of the latter’s
lack of confidence in the rank and
file and playing on their fear of
mobilising the class.
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USA

THE ASSAULT of the bosses against organised labour in America
at the present time is clearly shown in the strikes at the Danley"
Machine Corporation in Chicago, and at the Phelps Dodge Corpora-
tion in Texas and Arizona.
Both strikes have taken on national importance as far as the labour
movement is concerned. In the words of the rank and file strike
leaders the bosses and the Reagan administration are using ‘tactics
not seen since the 1930s in order to cripple the unions’’. Both these
strikes have important lessons for the international labour movement.
They are organically bound up with the attempts of the Thatcher
government to smash the National Union of Mineworkers.

Feature by George Hardy

'Bosses'bare

knuckle tactics

IN CHICAGO, the Danley
bosses, taking advantage of
two years of depression in
the machine tool industry,
deliberately provoked the
strike by demanding conces-
sions it knew the union could
not accept. The bosses were
after an ‘open shop’—a
scabs’ charter—wage and
benefit reductions and
sweeping changes in work
rules.

Not unnaturally the

~ knuckled’

United Steel workers of
Anmerica flatly refused these
demands and took strike ac-
tion on 1 May 1984. The
union pointed out, to the
Danley bosses that despite
the depression in “the in-
dustry, between 1981 and
1984 the company paid no
federal taxes on a profit of
$192,5 million!

The bosses have now
returned to the ‘bare-
tactics of the

1930s in order to intimidate
the 800 steelworkers involy-
ed in this strike. Off-duty
Chicago policemen have
been hired to harass and in-
timidate pickets whose
number has been limited by
court order. Union pickets
have been arrested for
leafletting and they are elec-
tronically surveyed as they
go about their union duties
on the ‘line’.

I was invited to address

IT1S THIS COMPANY'S HISH ToSHARE WITH You SoME OF THE RESULTS

X (Ic§

the steelworkers local in
Cicero, Chicago, on the
British mineworkers’ strike.

Collection for
miners

Those workers—with many
wives and children
present—listened intently as
I described the struggle of

Eighteen month copper miners strike

z.,

Copper miners and their families have faced jailings, beatings and gassings.

IN TEXAS and Arizona, at the Phelps Dodge
copper mines and smelters, a virtual war has been
fought since 1 July 1983 between the 1,700 cop-
per workers on the one side, and the bosses and
the National Guard on the other.

The strike began, as at
Danley after the corporation
demanded huge concessions
from the 13 unions represen-
ting the copper workers.
Amongst other things the
bosses demanded a three
year wage freeze, the
removal of the cost of living
increase and a 10% cut in
the starting pay of new
employees.

Phelps Dodge wanted to
provoke a strike. Their clear
intention was to break the
unions within the corpora-
tion. The bosses gambled,
wrongly as it turned out, that
desperate miners laid off
since 1982 would cross the
picket lines.

Biggest conflict
in industry

The union leadership un-
fortunately bent over
backgvards to accommodate
the corporation, even offer-
ing them a contract which
resembled Phelps Dodge’s
original demands. The cor-

poration has refused this
package!

This strike, involving most
Mexican and native workers,
is the largest conflict in the
long, bloody history of the
American copper industry.
To date it has cost Phelps
$150 million, which won’t go
down well among the credit-
ors, who are owed $600
million.

During the present strike
these valiant men and their
families have been beaten,
gassed and jailed by the mis-
named ‘‘Arizona Depart-
ment of Public Safety”’ and
the National Guard. Despite
being evicted from their
company-owned houses,
starved and denied the right
to company medical aid,
they battle on. Riot police,
helicopters, armoured cars
and the National Guard can-
not break the will of these
magnificent trade unionists
to defend their unions, jobs
and living standards.

In Morenci, Arizona,

Phelps Dodge have ruled
supreme up to the present
point in time. This is a
company-owned town.
Straight out of a chapter in
US labour history. Every
single building is owned by
the company—including the
bowling alley!

Solidarity

Whilst the unions have
spent millions of dollars
fighting this corporation no
serious attempt has been
made to mobilise the mighty
US labour movement in
solidarity strike action in
support of the Phelps Dodge
and Danley Strikers. The
union tops have launched a
““full-scale corporate cam-
paign against Phelps Dodge
designed to bring them back
to the negotiating table”’,
they have threatened to
withdraw some $250
million(!) from: Wall Sireet
institutions which are major
creditors of the corporation.

In New York on 13
December a demonstration
(outside of working hours!)
is being held in support of
the Phelps Dodge workers.
This demonstration is an at-

tempt to put pressure on the
company and big business to
reopen negotiations with the
unions. From this
demonstration a national
food drive for the striking
copper miners and their
families will be launched.

The leadership of the
unions involved and the
AFL/CIO should have used
this demonstration to
organise a nationwide one-
day general strike in support
of these strikers and in
defence of the US labour
movement from the attacks
of the corporations, the
government and the Na-
tional Guard. The US labour
movement will only be able
to protect itself when its
tremendous strength and
fighting spirit is mobilised in
defence of every section that
is threatened by the union
busting methods of the
bosses.

Messages of support for
the Phelps Dodge strikers
should be sent to: Angel
Rodriquez, President
USWA Local 616, c¢c/o
USWA, 5 Gateway Centre,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
15222, USA.

the miners and their families.

They clearly saw that their
stand in defence of the
United Steelworkers of
America and the stand of the
miners in defence of their
union was one and the same
struggle. So much so that
they contributed to a collec-
tion for the NUM and
agreed to sponsor a meeting
in Chicago in December

miner from Yorkshire.
which will be addressed by a

Messages of support
for the Danley Strikers
should be sent to: Joe
Romano, President
USWA Local 15271, 1617
S. Lanarsie, Cicero, II
60650, USA.

Fighting back
against Reagan

“WE AIN’T seen nothing
vet’’ was how Peter Kel-
ly, the leading rank and
file left-wing spokesman
in the United Automobile
Workers’ Union (UAW),
summed up the election
‘victory’ of Ronald
Reagan. He pointed out
to me that the ranks of
organised labour in the
US would be forced to go
on the offensive against
Reaganism as the new ad-
ministration attempted to
offload the estimated
$250 billion deficit onto
workers’ backs in 1985.

Peter Kelly’s viewpoint
was shared by all the activists
that I met during a visit to
the US in October/Novemb-
er. These workers—in the
main shop stewards and
local executive board memb-
ers from various unions—
described in graphic detail
what ‘Corporate America’
actually means to working
people.

Official unemployment
averaged 8.6% during
1980 -84, compared with
6.4% under the Carter
administration.

Reagan, has assisted the
bosses in smashing one
union, the Air Traffic Con-
trollers (PATCO), and is
developing the ‘Open Shop’
to weaken and destroy the 20
million-strong American
trade union movement. And
when the bosses refuse to
concede the just demands of
US labor in wage contract
negotiations, all they have to
do is file bankruptcy, close
up their operations and
move to the South where
huge pockets of non-
unionism exist.

However, 1984 — 88 won’t
be an easy ride for this ad-
ministration. Activists like
Peter Kelly and others that I
met have drawn correct con-
clusions from their involve-
ment and experience in the

US labor movement. First of
all they will fight like hell to
maintain the trade union
movement despite the com-
promising attitude of their
leaders. They are struggling
to defend jobs and living
standards. For example, as a
result of Peter Kelly’s op-
position to the 1984 contract
between the UAW and
General Motors—Kelly is a
GM National Negotiat-
or—47% of GM workers
voted against the contract.
This demonstrates quite
clearly that where a lead is
given and an alternative pos-
ed, the workers will respond
accordingly.

Party of labour

On the issue of political
representation: for- the US

labor movement—53% of

all union households refus-
ed to endorse Reagan—
important stirrings are
beginning to take place
within the ranks. In Min-
neapolis, in March/April
1985, a conference is being
organised by labor
activists—unconnected with
the various sectarian group-
ings in the US—to promote
the need for a US Labor Par-
ty. Peter Kelly will be one of
the main speakers at this
event, together with other
prominent activists. The
struggle to establish a Labor
party won’t proceed in a
straight line. The wunion
bureaucracy will use every
trick in the book to hamper
its development. The labor
activists are well aware of
this. But as one activist
remarked -to me in Penn-
sylvania, ‘““We haveé no
choice, we have to fight to
establish the Labor Party’’.
In the titanic battles that lie
ahead in America, the move-
ment will come of age as it
returns to the rich past of the
American labor movement.
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Chemical companies- profit hefore safety

THE comments of
rescue workers in
Bhopal, India, after
the world’s worst-
ever industrial
disaster tell their own
horrific tale:
‘““Every house we
entered was crammed
with bodies. The car-
nage was such that it
appeared that
nuclear bomb had
dropped onto the
city.”

Qo

By Ronnie Sookhdeo

Government sources ten-
tatively claim that 2,000 peo-
ple were killed, 20,000 in-
jured and 200,000 affected
by a deadly cocktail of
cyanide and phosgene
gasses, released after storage
tanks at a pesticide plant ex-
ploded and turned much of
the city into one vast gas-
chamber.

The pesticide company—
the giant US-owned Union
Carbide—sought to
minimise the hazards by
claiming that the gasses can
be neutralised by moisture in
the air and that they pose no
long-term effects. But what
is the truth? And more Ay !
specifically, what is the safe- ]
ty record of Union Carbide?

It has long been known
that trace amounts of
methyl isocyanate one of
the escaped gasses—causes
voluminous emissions from
the eyes and irritation to the
skin and internal organs.

A & 2
g

Carbide decide to operate in
other countries. Once known

g

taminated with poisonous
mercury. Of the 750

Long-term exposure to in-
finitessimal quantities has
been known to cause infer-
tility amongst women and
cancer.

When inhaled in larger
amounts it can produce a
rapid accumulation of fluid
in the lungs—causing
drowning. The gas can also
remove essential iron from
the blood stream leading to
malfunction of organs and
death.

It is precisely because of
the stringent medical tests
demanded by the US En-
viromental Protection Agen-

as ‘public enemy number 17,
by enviromental groups,
Union Carbide have establi-
shed a notorious record of
health and safety nationally
and internationally. It once
held the dubious distinction
in the 1960s of operating the
‘smokiest factory in the
world’ in its ‘Ever Ready’
battery factory in Virginia.

Third World
victims
Another factory in In-

donesia was found to be em-
mitting huge concentrations

workforce a staggering 402
employees were found to be
suffering from some kind of
kidney disease.

But it has been their
operations in the pesticide
industry which have produc-
ed the biggest controvesy
and also yielded massive pro-
fits. The company, in recent
years have exported to
developing countries huge
amounts of pesticides and
herbicides, which are bann-
ed or severely restricted as a
health hazard in the USA.

This is usvally done in
conjunction with new seed

cy that companies like Union

of carbon black,

con-  strains and fertilizers as part

Third of all fresh
food contaminated

ONE-THIRD of all the fresh fruit and
vegetables we buy in Britain is contaminated
by poisonous chemicals, according to a
report published this year by the Association
of Public Analysts. These chemicals are
pesticides supposedly banned under the
Pesticide Safety Precaution Scheme, a volun-
tary agreement between manufacturers and
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food.

Pesticides are chemicals used to kill weeds,
insects and other pests that destroy food or
carry disease. Chemical workers who make
them, transport workers who move them,
agricultural workers who spray them and
everyone who eats food or breathes air that
has been sprayed with them, are liable to be
poisoned. 99% of vegetables are treated with
pesticides, sometimes up to ten times per
crop.

Several pesticides which have nor been
banned are believed to cause birth defects or
sterility. Many chemicals absorbed in small
amounts over long periods of time cause ex-
haustion of the body’s immune system.

Organo-chlorine pesticides like DDT,
Aldrin and Lindane are nerve poisons
(originally discovered as a result of war-time
nerve gas research) which cause headaches,
nausea and convulsions. They have been

banned in the USA because they cause cancer
in animal tests. They are supposedly bann-
ed here, too, but only by ‘‘voluntary”’
agreement.

DDT was found in 119 out of 132 samples
of fruit and vegetables analysed by the
Association of Public Analysts. Lindane was
found in 19 out of 37 pears and half the sam-
ple of strawberries. Aldrin was found on
gooseberries.

Chemicals cheaper
than wages

The fruit and vegetables were bought ran-
domly in shops around Britain, and 615 dif-
ferent kinds were tested. Some chemical
residues were found in almost every sample.

The manufacture of pesticides is highly
dangerous—and highly profitable. The big
chemical multinationals (like ICI, Shell and
Fisons) have made millions out of pesticides.
They try to make us believe that pesticides
are essential for food production.

There are several more efficient non-
chemical methods for keeping pests down—
but they mean more jobs for agricultural
workers. It is cheaper for farmers to buy
chemicals than pay wages.

of a ““Green Revolution’’
package—thereby creating a
new cycle of dependency and
debt. It is estimated that nor-
mally 140 lbs of hazardous
pesticides are exported to
these countries each year.

Capitalist

pl‘IOI'ItIBS
In 1980 Union Carbide
sold in Latin America alone
£645m million worth of
pesticides making an
operating profit of $122m.
This is just one of the 19
multinational corporations
that dominate the market in
that region. Moreover, if
their combined operations in

World's worst
industrial disaster

other products and in-
dustries are examined, then
the health hazards are enor-
mously magnified.

The callous behaviour of
the monopolies can be
demonstrated by recent ex-
amples of a West German
company dismantling its en-
tire asbestos textile factory
near Hamburg and transfer-
ring it to a site near Cape
Town in South Africa. The
Swiss Company CIBA-
GEIGY was forced to admit
that it sprayed Egyptian
children deliberately with in-
secticide to test the children
for toxic levels and to
establish a link with cancer.

The trade union move-

ment of these countries must
be satisfied that the processes
for the manufacture of
chemicals are safe for
workers, for the surrounding
community and for the en-
vironment as a whole.
Catastrophes like the one in
Bhopal, environmental poll-
ution and the wholesale
poisoning of communities
are inevitable because of the
inherent drive by big
business enterprises for max-
imum profits, where opera-
tions and conditions are
governed by the anarchy of
the market and competition.

New Tory act no safeguard

A NEW pesticide bill, the Food and Environment Pro-
tection Bill, is going through Parliament. It looks as
though the Tories are at last showing some concern

for our health. Or does it?

It will become illegal, for
the first time, to sell
pesticides without first get-
ting safety clearance, or ap-
proval that pesticides do
what the manufacturers
claim. This statutory control
replaces the previous volun-
tary scheme and will set
limits for pesticide residues
in food.

No improvements are re-
quired for the standards of
testing set 27 years ago under
the old voluntary Pesticide
Precaution Scheme.

There will still be no re-
quirement in the act for
pesticide labels to give such
vital information as: the ac-
tive ingredients, their toxici-
ty, particular hazards to
operators or the environ-
ment, the likelihood that the
product will drift or
vaporise, acceptable levels
for residues of the pesticide
on crops, or details of
known antidotes to acciden-
tal poisoning. And there is

still no requirement that
employers should provide
proper training to the people
who are going to spray the
poisons.

The main purpose of the
new law is a subtle form of
import  control. UK
manufacturers are suffering
from competition from
cheaper imported pesticides.
Under the new law it will be
possible to withold approval
from a (cheaper imported)
pesticide if an ‘‘alternative
efficacious’’ (ie more expen-
sive British) product already
exists: without any increas-
ed safety requirements over
those laid down in the volun-
tary scheme.

But what can we expect
from the Tories? At the
height of the Agricultural
Workers’ Union campaign
to get the -wveedkiller 245T
banned, it was revealed that
245T was sold by Chipman
Ltd, whose chairman was
Denis Thatcher, the prime

minister’s husband.. The
union collected a massive
dossier of evidence that link-
ed 245T with cancer, birth
deformities and miscar-
riages, but the government
would not ban it.

The key to health and
safety at work has always
been the strength of the trade
union and labour move-
ment. The same is true of
protection from poisons in
food. The Agricultural
Workers’ Union has shown
how a campaign, with other
sections of the labour move-
ment, got 245T banned by
over 80 local authorities,
British Rail, the CEGB and
other employers, even
though the government
would not make its use
illegal.

Safety legislation can pro-

vide a lever for workers to §

use, but this kind of action
by the labour movement is
the only thing that will real-
ly stop agricultural workers
from being poisoned by the
pesticides currently con-
taminating our food.



Wan

12 MILITANT. 14 .December 1984.

QUIZ OF THE YEAR

1. What are they looking at? (PS—its not a flying picket).

Miners

1. Which was the first power
station to be closed down

TS~ because of industrial action ?

¢ 922

J

i

2. How many miners have
been injured during the
dispute: 1,000, 3,000, 5,000?
3. How much do miners’
families have deducted from
their Social Security entitle-
ment ?

~ 4. Which industry gets the

0d

3

Photo: John Woulfe

- flap over Flick ?

biggest subsidy from the tax-
payer ?

5. Which country has doubl-
ed its supply of coal to Bri-
tain this year ?

6. Which press proprietor

O
<

declared that a miners vic-
tory over Thatcher would be
‘‘a bad thing for the coun-
try” ? mw"“'\ﬂ)}\

7. Who took up glue sniffing
to escape pressure ? Mt e
8. Who ordered 12m
candles, just in case...? T
9. Which union leader
declared: “We won't see the
NUM destroyed. We will not
see miners starved back to
work. If Thatcher destroys
the NUM, she destroys all of
us’’? écw ~37

10. What threatens 80% of

* Notts coal production ?

2. Where is this barricade and who was it designed to keep out?

11. How much did the Coal
Board pay in interest charges
last year: £100m, £250m,
£360m ? 7 Ca

International ...

26. Who this year got in a
27. Who said this year:
““Our government has a
policy that some people will
get rich first and then they
will help the other part of the

people get rich also’’?

28. Which country saw a vic-
tory for the miners after they
threatened their firsf strike in
forty years ? S &

29. What is the respective
relationship of the current

12. Why did the police seal
off Grimsby in September ?

13. How much were the
South Wales miners fined in
August 7 230 Yests—

14. The worst pit disaster in
Britain this century happen-
ed fifty years ago when 265
miners lost their lives
because private owners ig-
nored safety. Where was the
pit ? S»J}‘”

15. Which (now dead) Tory
leader learnt that: ‘“‘There
are three groups that no
British Prime Minister
should provoke: the Vatican,
the Treasury and the

Miners.”? \ -
&m\»f\

3. Who's this and who's he
impersonating?

‘i,g.\/ :'FM-:"\

rime Minister of India to
his predesessor and the first
Indian Prime Minister ?
30. Who did ex-US President
Truman describe: ‘‘You
don’t set a fox to watch the
chickens just because he has
a lot of experience in the hen
house™. [ .o i~

7. What can’t Heseltine put his finger on?

AARARAA AR L0404 0A
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Tories

16. Which Tory Cabinet
Minister once declared:
““Don’t underestimate the
ability of party politicians to
find alibis”’? (e —~

17. How did the government
start the New Year with a

ban ?
18. Which Tory Council

7 banned gays from employ-
- ment as ‘‘homosexuals are

“19. Which bank did the

o

w2

~d
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responsible for the decline in
Christian morality’’?

(erdhanoS

ool

5. Why's Sir Keith Joseph f

General

31. Which manufacturer of
plastic bullets also makes
fireworks ?

32. Who used Tory anti-
union laws to sack 5,000
trade unionists and then said
he backed Labour ?

33. Who this year called for
the total abolition of income
tax because it taxes the
employer ?

34, Which party has lost
25% of its membership in
the last two years ?

35. At which function did
Sun reporters insist that
their indentity badges be
labelled ‘‘News Interna-
tional”’, because they did not
want to admit they worked
for such an awful
newspaper?

36. Who wanted to affiliate

-P Ao the CBI ?

37. Who said that the best

cil to adopt was to raise the

Photo: Militar,r, srates by 60% and cut jobs

and services ?
38. Which right-wing paper

said that Thatcher’s govern- .

Vw2

4. Who was Willie gunning for this year?

6. Who are these Prison staff referring to? T@-’UU‘

LoD

\policy for Liverpool Coun- '

Tt

Tories nationalise this year ?
20. Which (dead) Tory
leader, much admired by
Thatcher, said: ‘A Conser-
vative government is an

organised hypocrisy’’?h /A )

21. Who called for a holy
war this year against the
Bishop of Durham ?
22. Who claimed his ‘house
was threatened’ by Liverpool
councillors? ¥~

23. Who threatened to take
‘‘very serious action’’
against the BBC, because
they did not like Panorama
revealing that racists were
very active inside the Tory

ment was becoming ‘‘the
most inept since the war’’,
9. Who said: ‘‘People
speak to each other with
their cars. If you see a bloke
in a Volvo wearing a
deerstalker and a labrador in
the back, chances are he’s
not a member of the Mifitant
Tendency”. X leen Juy
40. Who, two weeks before
polling day in the Chester-
field by-election, attacked
Tony Benn in the Sun ?
41. Which British socialist
was born 150 years ago ?
42. What is the current
membership of the TUC;
Ilm, 10m) 9m ?
43. Why=did the Channel
this year nearly become un-
safe for swimming (or
anything?) (Vaha ven
44, Which two Councils did
the Audit Commission praise
as being amongst the most
: efficient in getting value for
money ?
45. Who suffered from star
wars this year ?°°
46. This year the police com-
pleted their inquiries into a
case where an elderly black
couple were beaten up by 17
policemen in their home.

L;v‘%/}’? ol

W

¢
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party ? &)KQA

24. Which Qabinet Minister
has stated that: “We need in-
equality in order to eliminate
poverty’'?

25. Which contempory
analysed the Edwardian
Tory party as: ““Corruption
at home, aggression abroad,
sentiment by the bucketful,
patriotism by the Imperial
pint, the open hand at the
public Exchequer and the
open door at the public
house, dear food for the
million, cheap labour for the

mill?{:ﬁr?\;;;l)\/\i/

nt
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The courts awarded the cou-
ple £51,000 in damages.
How many of the 17 police

involved were charged:
none,one, three, ten, seven-
‘feen ?

47. How did £175,000 for[\
one paper prove better value
than £2m promised fo
another ?
48. Which witch-hunter
general failed to get on to
Labour’s ational
Executive? & “’N“‘/)

49. Which ex-Labour Party
leader once declared:
*‘Political toleration is a by-
product of the complacency
of the ruling class. When
that complacency is disturb-
ed there never was a more
bloody-minded set of thugs

than the British ruling-
class”’?
50. Which Liberal leader

once said of his opponent:
““When they circumcised
Herbert Samuel they threw
awzg: the wrong bit”’ ?

a,«{O‘»e/t,a/

Answers on
page 13
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FISHTIN

Area ReceivedI % of target achieved Target
Eastern 523 2900
East Midlands 497 3550
Humberside 651 1850
London East 636 3200
London West 579 2150
London South East 177 1950
London South West 327 1650
Lancashire 226 1950
Manchester 479 2200
Merseyside 494 6100
Northern 1231 4400
Scotland East 157 2950
Scotland West 491 3650
Southern 758 5100
South West 307 2150
| Wales East 233 2550
[Wales West 59 2050
West Midlands 814 4300
Yorkshire 804 5350
Others 1858 5000
Total received 11301 LTT T T ITTIITTITITITITIT Ies000

THIS WEEK we recei-
ved £2,635 at our of-
fices for the fighting
fund, but we still have
a very long way to go.
With seven weeks of
the quarter left (it ends
on 31 January) we still
have 84% of the target
to raise!

That means £7,500 a week
to ge the money we need. It
can be done—we’ve worked
wonders before and we can
do it again.

This Christmas striking
miners and their families are
celebrating with the help of
donations from other
workers, but they are having
to give up many of the
material comforts and small
luxuries of the season. They
have no choice, they are
fighting to ensure that in
future Christmases they have
jobs to go to and com-
munities to live in.

A similar spirit is shown
by our supporters every year.
Despite the lowered living
standards and the need to
pay for the essentials of the
Christmas spirit, donations
to Militant actually increase
over Christmas and the New

Year. This year, our readers
are not only helping NUM
members to have a good
time, but thinking of making
a big donation to the fighting
fund.

All the sacrifices are much
appreciated. They show our
readers put Militant first.
Every week the list of dona-
tions shows examples of
dedication. This week for in-
stance Sharon McDermott
of Sheffield Attercliffe YS
has given a £15 Xmas pre-
sent and we’ve been getting
‘donations regularly from
three OAPs in Bailleston, in
Scotland. Young or old, if
you want a socialist future,
buy, sell and finance
Militant.

Daily antidote

We want 1985 to be an
even better year for Militant
than 1984. We want to take
giant steps forward and with
your help, produce a more
frequent paper. We want all
workers, miners, unemploy-
ed, low paid or better off, to
enjoy their holiday season.
But make sure you put Mili-
tant on your Christmas or
New Year present list.

Make sure that as soon as
possible we can work
towards a daily antidote to
the poison belched out by the
Tories of Fleet Street. Ask
every reader of the paper for
a donation, and help make it
Christmas every day with a
daily Militant!

By Kim Waddington

DONATIONS THIS week in-
clude; Ann Tanner, teacher
Dagenham NUT £50. David
Whyte, Woolwich LP £20.
Max Neill, Lancaster Universi-
ty £20. Rumney Tech Labour
Club £17. Stuart Sloane, Hull
£12. Wrekin LPYS, Telford
£5. T Higgins, Hammersmith
AUEW £5. East Surrey LPYS
£3. TGWU 5/826 Birmingham
£3. Frank Duff EETPU,
Merseyside £3. J Halford, Ar-
nold ASTMS £2. North Tyne
LPYS £2. B Leeson, Oxford
and M O’Brien, Leicester both
£1.75. Pat Betts, Aldridge and
John Skillie, Merseyside £1,
lan, Leicester CPSA £1.

A collection at a Hull Militant
Readers’ Meeting this week
raised £130. Other collections
raised £7.49 at STC Green-
wich, £4.30 at Portsmouth
Poly. £4.24 at Brunel Univer-
sity, £4 at East Lothian CLP
and £2.40 at Portsmouth
GMC.

CLASSIFIED: 10p per word,
minimum 10 words.
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2 col-
umn centimetres.

All advertisement copy should
reach this office by
SATURDAY.
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MARCH AND rally for the miners,
Saturday December 15. Assemble

11am at Waltham Forest Town

Hall, Forest Road, London E17
March to rally, at Selborne Park
E17. Banners Welcome Organised
by Waltham Forest Miners’ Sup-
port Group.

Scottish BLOC delegate Conference solidarity with

the miners.

Venue: The Nite Club (The Playhouse), 20 Greenside
Place, Edinburgh. Date: Sat 19th January 1985.
Speakers include: Terry Fields MP, lan Isaac (S. Wales
NUM Executive, personal capacity) and other NUM and

leading TU speakers.

Delegations of basis of 5 per Miners strike cttee/Miners wives
support group/Union branch/s/s committee/combine commit-
tee/regional, district committee etc. £1 per delegate (free for

miners/miners wives)

Credentials from: Gordon McKinley 18 Delta Drive,
Musselburgh, Edinburgh. Cheques payable to BLOC.

SEE THE Militant

20th Anniversary rally!
VHS Video—1 hour
highlights, plus all the
main speeches in full!
— 3hours total.
Only £10—buy
someone a present!
(post included). Please
send cheques to Militant
3/13 Hepscott Road,
London E9 5HB.

XMAS BOOK TOKENS.
to buy books from
World Socialist Books.
Send cheques for
amount wanted (+ 10p)
to World Socialist
Books, 3 — 13 Hepscott
Road, London E8 5HB.

Miss them at Wembliey & FELS?
Wembley Conference badge ‘84
only 65 left, red fist “‘better to
break the law than the poor’.
Labour logo “’Militant Labour Liver-
pool’” New design ‘‘black & white
unite LPYS' with red militiant
logo. 25p each + minimum 25p
p&p.

Payable to P. Cooper, 31,
Balmoral Rd, Fairfield, Liverpool 6
8NB.

DIFFERENT DRUMS: A Second
Trade Union Annual. A literary col-
lection for 1985 from the labour
movement aimed at the uncom-
mitted reader, not just the activist.
SPECIAL MINERS’ Benefit Offer,
We will send 50p to the NUM Sup-
port Fund for every copy sold at
£2.00 post-free. Orders, quoting
ref. MBM, with money to: Lan-
cashire Association of Trades
Councils, 181 London Rd, Preston
PR1 4BA. (Tel 15702)

Thursday December 13th
7.30 pm Granville Theatre, Ram-
sgate. Kent Miners Support Rally.
Speakers: Tony Benn, Frances
Curran (NEC), Nick Bradley (Kent
NUPE), Malcolm Pitt (President
Kent NUM), Barry Lewis (Thanet
Support Group Secretary). All
welcome.

LEEDS BLOC Public Meetings.
Solidarity for the miners on Sunday
16 December 7.30pm. at Leeds
Trade Club. Speakers Les Wig-
glesworth (Alison Bywater NUM)
and a powerworker.

DURHAM LIMITED draw winner:
No 4 H. James.

Meetings

UPPER RHONDDA Marxist Discus-
sion Group. Meeting every Sunday
at 7.00 pm in the Red Cow, High
Street, Treorchy. Phone Steve
Brown on Treorchy 773455 for
more details.

ELTHAM MILITANT Marxist
Discussion Groups are held every
Thursday, at 8.00pm, in the Lionel
Road Community Centre,
Westhorne Avenue, -Eitham.

ACTON AND Ealing LPYS present
their third annual ‘“Cabaret Nite'’
including a magician, singers and
yet again a ‘socialist panto’. This
year we guarantee you a full even-
ing of fun and entertainment.

Saturday 15 December 7.30pm
Ruskin Hall 16 Church Road Acton
W3 Tickets £2, £2.50 on door
(unwaged half price). Includes
food, bar available. Tickets and
further information Andy Price
(01) 993 2324.

NEWCASTLE XMAS Social.
Thursday, 27 December, 7 pm.
Manors Social Club. Tickets,
£1.00; 50p unwaged. More info
contact: 091 276 2736.

BENEFIT FOR the miners. A night
of lrish music featuring, the Occa-
sional Shamrock Band, lllegal
Assembly with dancers, floors-
ingers. Date: Saturday 15
December 7.30 pm. Caxton
House, 129 St. John's Way, N19
(Archway tube), Bar and Food, En-
try £2.00/£1.00 concessions,
Xmas Toys for Miners’ Children
Needed.

BADGES— 1" button badge with
20th anniversary slogan 20p each
(10p each for orders over 20)—1"
buiton badge—‘Mifitant’ on col-
oured background (white/yellow/
green/blue) 20p each. Enamel stud
badges— '‘Militant for Labour and
Youth’" 75p each. All orders for
badges must be accompanied with
minimum 25p for p&p.

Cash with order. Cheques made
payable to ‘Militant’ send to 3-13
Hepscott Road, London. E9 5HB

Militant pamphlet. Kent women fight for socialism. Ar-
ticles and interviews by working class women in Kent,
in the mining communities and elsewhere. Price 40p +
20p postage and packing. From Robbie Segal, 10
Westbourne Garden Folkestone Kent.
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‘Militant” calendar.

packing)

Price £1.50 (+25p postage +

Available from Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB.

BN REVOLUTION GRAPHICS I

XMAS CARDS “84.

A Set of 5
New Original

Alan Hardman
Designs! i
Price:£1.20 per Set.

(inc. Envelopes & Post/Packing)-

g O % ‘
g /
\\« x« /

3/

EENBULK ORDERSHEEN

Orders for 10 sets and above
are available for resale at
mmmb4p. per set.ommmm

Send completed Order Forms to:

ddie McParland,Revolutien
Graphies,239,Woolwich Rd.,
Léndén SE10

FORM=ORDERFORM<ORDER

Please send me ...... set(s) of the 1984 Alan Hardman Xmas Cards. I enclose a

Cheque/Postal Order for €£...... P
NAME ' o6 s 5 st s 57606 6 55764 8 umce [PPSR —— R T tessscesnn
BDDRESS, « sisie s siwin s Feren s Seie s 8 wiee s 80ie S @ e e w e R .

TEL.NO.....

Send order to:Eddie McParland,
Revolution Graphics,239 Woolwich Rd.,

#Cash with Order Only#

London SE10

made payable to Revolution Graphics.
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ISR L D A PR T
~ In the nationalised interest ?

A RAILWORKER argues that the ac-
tions of management in the nationalis-
ed industries during the miners’ strike
have shown that they represent the in-
terests of the profit system, not the

working class:

Even under Labour
governments the central ob-
jective in nationalised in-
dustries was to break even or
make a profit. They merely
paid lip-service to co-
ordination with other in-
dustries or so-called public
service obligations.

There have been a few
former workers, really full-
time union officials, on the
various boards running na-
tionalised industries. For ex-
ample, in the late 1940s and
early ’50s former National
Union of Railworkers’
(NUR) general secretary Sir
John Benstead was a
member of the old British
Transport Commission.

Under the Callaghan
Labour government as an in-
troduction to the Bullock
proposals for workers’ par-
ticipation in the board
rooms, a few trade unions
nominees were put on the
boards of nationalised in-
dustries. The important
point was that they were in
a minority, with little or no
power.

In the nationalised British
Railways the management
structure is-the same as in the
old company days. Future
managers (with certain ex-
ceptions) are trained in the
same ways as the then Traf-
fic Apprentices, now known
as Management Trainees.

They are a self-
perpetuating elite. Ideas of
public ownership and public
service are totally alien to
their training and outlook.
Profitability, cost cutting (ie.
cutting jobs) are their top
priorities.

Tory masters

The miners’ strike has also
shown that people like
MacGregor, chairman of the
National Coal Board, and
Reid at the British Rail
Board are tools of the Tory
government. MacGregor has
been openly running
backwards and forwards
between his Tory masters.

Reid was clearly respon-
ding to a Tory tug on his
reins when he agreed to drop
productivity strings as part
of the annual pay negotia-
tions in order to avert joint
NUR/NUM industrial
action.

In July Tory Minister of
Transport, Nicholas Ridley,
announced government con-
sent to the East Coast main
line electrification. But he
also threatened that the pro-
ject would be in jeopardy if
rail workers continued to
block movements of coal to
power stations from the Not-
tinghamshire coalfield and
reduction of costs through
improved productivity (ie.
job losses).

A closer look at the pro-
posals shows, however, that
all Ridley had done was give
BR permission to spend its
own money. Not a penny of
additional government
money is to be spent on the
project. Further reductions
in jobs are confirmed in the
recent Corporate Plan for
1984/90; from 155,000 in
1983 to 137,000 in 1989/90.

A new publicity cam-

By a railworker

paign, with the full backing
of the government, has been
mounted against railworkers
acting in solidarity with the
miners.

Contracts for the move-
ment of iron ore to
Ravenscraig and Llanwern
will be lost to road haulage
firms, it is claimed. The
CEGB is ‘reported’ to be
considering using road
haulage for some
movements of coal to power
stations after the miners*
strike. The truth is that in the
‘market’, which BR manage-
ment is so fond of talking
about, they could easily re-
tain all iron ore and power
station coal movements.
Even if all rates were drop-
ped by 50% they would still
be profitable to BR.

Workers' control

The idea that appointing
people favourable to na-
tionalisation to the tops of
the nationalised industries
will change things is super-
ficial. The present chairmen
and management reflect the
needs, pressures and pre-
judices of the capitalist
system just like Labour gov-
ernments trying to operate
within the confines of the
system.

The only way these in-
dustries can genuinely be
public services run by and
for the working class is to
sweep away the entire
management structures, as
part of a fundamental
reorganisation in ownership
and control of the whole
economy.

The so-called ‘practical’
architects of the existing na-
tionalised industries like
Herbert Morrison and Man-
ny Shinwell were the real
utopians not the Marxists.
We always argued that there
cannot be islands of
socialism within the capital-
ist system. That impossibili-
ty is brought home brutally
when capitalism is in crisis.

Nevertheless, the estab-
lishment of the nationalised
industries is a symptom of
the of the bankruptcy of
private ownership. The
capitalists have been forced,
by the weakness of their own
system, to lean on public
ownership, though in a
distorted and undemocratic
form. The task of Marxists
is to use those contradictions
and cracks in the system to
extend the strength and
power of the working class.

That is why we must fight
to defend and extend na-
tionalisation, but also to in-
crease democracy and ac-
countability in the na-
tionalised industries through
a programme for workers’
control and management
and socialist planning. A
basic demand we must push
is for the nationalised in-
dustry boards to be made up
of elected representatives of
the organised workers in the
industry, the TUC and a
future Labour government,
in equal proportions.

Protest against redundancies in British Rail Engineering— symptomatic of the decline of Britain’s basic industries which nationalised
industry bureaucrats have presided over. ;

Workers who build the future

INDUSTRIAL GYPSIES they’ve been called; a tough
breed doing a hard, dirty and dangerous job. The
engineering construction industry has a reputation for
trade union militancy and high wages. Progress was
made through years of hard struggle in difficult con-
ditions, now the recession is threatening to erode
workers’ hard-won gains. JIM GREER, an ' EETPU
member from Edinburgh, who has worked on many
big sites, told Pat Craven about the problems this kind
of work presents for workers and their families.

¢ You are working on a
large site, in the ele-
ments all day. You are not in
a factory or office where
there is heating and civilised
conditions. The industry has
one of the highest fatality
rates, and due to the reces-
sion, as employers try to
undermine the standards of

health and safety, the figures

are rising.

We are continually trying
to maintain standards. There
are various accidents, from
tripping over things because
material is left about where
it shouldn’t be, access being
blocked to different places,
and badly lit sites, especial-
ly in the winter months when
it is dark for quite a period
of the working hours.

Weather

The most common pro-
blem is bad weather—high
winds which blow loose
material about, and rain
which means you can’t work
unless you are under shelter.
In the initial stages of a pro-
ject, when they are just con-
structing the plant, there is
no shelter, so the workforce
lose part of their earnings. In
the present period there is
absolutely no give and take
with  the employers.
Previously we could come to
an arrangement whereby if
there was a percentage of the
workforce able to work then
those who could not work
would maintain their full
wages. That fight was won
over a period of time, but it
was an unofificial agreement.
It doesn’t happen now; there
is no agreement with the
employer; if you are rained
off, that’s it.

In a really bad winter you
can lose a lot of money. You
get measured bonus schemes
which are really only

weapons in the hands of the
employer. When it is raining
or windy, they can stop
bonus payment. The
pressure is then turned on to
work in these conditions;
that is what it is designed
for. It also puts pressure on
the worker, when wages
have been cut, to take
chances on health and
safety.

Health & Safety

We have had some very
bitter battles over health and
safety. I was involved in one
regarding asbestos. We were
on strike for four weeks and
we won 99% of the points
we put forward. In the past
you could generally get
agreement from the
employer when you put him
under pressure. If you went
on strike two or three times
over different issues, the
employer soon got the
message and was then more
willing to concede points
that you raised in the future.
But now, with the recession,
it is more difficult to get any
concessions. Really it is a
question of defending what
you have achieved in the
past.

The gains that you make
in one contract you have
sometimes to fight for all
over again on the next,
because it is a different
employer. Conditions in the
industry are getting worse
and the periods between con-
tracts are getting longer—
you spend more time on the
dole now than in the past.

Uncertain income

There are no pension
rights. In the mid ’70s the
average earnings were about
2—3 times the average in-
dustrial wage, now they are

Difficult work, dangerous conditions and pressure on bonus pro-
duce accidents.

down to about 1% times. At
one time when you were un-
employed you had earnings-
related benefit, tax rebates
and unemployment benefit.
Coupled with whatever sav-
ings you had made, given the
high earnings in the industry,
you were cushioned to a cer-
tain extent against unemp-
loyment and able to main-
tain a decent standard of
living. -

There is now none of that.
The Tories have abolished
earnings-related so that now
when you get paid off, it is
a struggle right from the
start. If you want to buy a
car or go in for hire purchase
you think about it very
seriously, knowing that you
are only going to have a
year, or if you are fortunate
two years, continuous
employment. In the past
many engineering construc-
tion workers obtained a
mortgage, which tended to
be difficult, given the casual
nature of the industry. These
workers are now finding it
hard to make ends meet. It
is a question of working to
pay the bills, with little left
over.

The ‘travelling men’, liv-
ing in digs, working in dif-
ferent part of the country,

were called ‘industrial gyp-
sies’ at one time. You live
away from your home and
family, and the only time
you get officially to go home
is one weekend in every four.
On average you are only
paid for one day of that
weekend and you could
work anything up to 300
miles from home.

Being away from vyour
home and family leads to
enormous pressures. A lot of
workers drink more in these
circumstances, having
nothing else to do. They are

- quite isolated, usually near

small towns rather than big
cities, so there are few
facilities for entertainment.
The pub is the nearest one
and the level of drinking in-
creases because of the
monotony and boredom.
That in turn leads to strains
on the marriage when you go
home; there is an above-
average number of divorces
within the engineering con-
struction industry because of
that. It is a very uncivilised
existence being separated
from your family all

that period of time.

In a future article Jim
Greer’s story continues, tak-
ing up the problems of union
organisation.

Ilg('l:i-i)“ulv!‘uls‘ QQOr 103044
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS

~ Bumpy ride for

(7741) SMaUnE oIy :010Ud

plans

THE CAMPAIGN
against privatisation of
public transport is now
under way but much more

must be done nationally if

we are to be successful in
defending our jobs and
conditions and prevent the
clock being turned back 50
years.

A Transport and General
Workers Union National delegate
conference in September
unanimously supported resolutions
in defence of union membership
agreements (which the National
Bus company have now terminat-
ed). A determined defence, includ-
ing strike action, was agreed if non
union labour is employed or ex-
isting members drop out and a total
rejection of the Tories’ white paper
Buses which details plans for
privatisation.

Mass meetings have been held up
and down the country to report
back to the members. The response
has been good. However, the na-
tional leadership of the T&G must
begin to pull things together. It will

be a long, hard fight in a

fragmented industry.

Already we have seen National
Express trying to cut the wages of
drivers in Liverpool, Hull and Ox-
ford. But instead of these disputes
being linked together by the union
nationally, each area was left to
sort themselves out.

The Tories’ proposals spell
disaster for both the workers in the
industry and for the travelling
public. National Bus is to be
broken up and sold off, municipal
undertakings to be reorganised in-
to business ‘‘companies’’, ending
any direct control of councils.

lory h§

Licences will be granted to virtual-
ly anybody with a bus, all routes
must be put out to tender and the
lowest tender must be accepted.

Cowboy firms

This opens the floodgates to the
cowboys employing non union
labour.

In the Hereford + Worcester
area cowboy operators have been
taken off the road because of
defects such as faulty brakes, faulty
steering, leaking fuel tanks. Now
the government are abolishing the
traffic commissioners and putting
buses under the same umbrella as
road haulage, which has a record

‘like a horror story.

With the ending of subsidies
direct from county and local coun-
cils, and ‘‘cross-subsidy’’ (pro-
fitable routes subsidising loss mak-
ing routes), thousands of routes
will disappear altogether while
others will be cut to the bone, run-
ning at peak times only.

Timetables will become a thing
of the past, bunching of buses
waiting and chasing passengers will
occur, causing chaos on the roads.
Fares in now heavily subsidised

areas will rocket causing hardship
for those most dependant on
buses—the elderly, school children,

- young unemployed etc.

The Tories’ first step in introduc-
ing this legislation is to break the
union organised areas within the in-
dustry, to drive down wages and
conditions to ‘‘competitive’’ levels,
(for a 39 hour week working shifts
and weekends my average take-
home pay=£77)

All attacks must be fought with
a national campaign involving all
workers in affected industries to
prevent areas being picked off.

Where two operators are in ex-
istence in the same area Joint Shop
Stewards Committees must be set
up to co-ordinate the work in the
area.

Mass meetings should be called
immediately in support of
drivers/staff taking industrial ac-
tion against attacks in other areas.
Local literature should be produc-
ed to supplement the new ‘‘Bus
News’” produced nationally.
Positive national and local
leaderhship will receive an enor-
mous response.

Teachers on the march in Scotland last Wednesday over pay. There is
likely to be industrial action in schools around the country in the new year.

By a T&GWU shop steward

New issue of Unity

Paper of the Broad Left
Organising Committee

New issue now out—send orders to G. Williamson,
11 Sutton Place, London E9 6EH. 1 copy 20p +
15p p&p. 10p copies £2.00 no charge for p&p.
Cheques made payable to ‘BLOC’. Why not sub-
scribe and get Unity and our monthly newsletters
regularly. Annual rates £5 per individual, £10 per
organisation. Help us build a fighting socialist
leadership in the unions.

Women lead the way in Mersey strikes

"~ Audrey White, TGWU Women National Ad-

visory Committee (personal capacity), and Ann
Bannister report on three strikes on

Merseyside.

FOUR WOMEN members
of staff at the SOGAT Liver-
pool office were sacked
after they reported certain
financial irregularities and
other things that were oc-
curring in their office, to
their National President
Brenda Dean and called for
an investigation.

Instead of an external en-
quiry, or an enquiry by the
membership, the National
President suggested that the
branch executive should in-
vestigate itself. The women,
members of the union, were
then called to put their case
to the next branch executive,
In the meantime two of the
women were demoted.

They called a chapel
meeting and voted to strike
and picket the offices.

Following the branch ex-
ecutive meeting, four of the
women were given dismissal
notices and the local branch
president was suspended
from the union for suppor-
ting the women. The four
women have been picketing
the union offices now and

are also putting their case to
the local membership.

In all this time, the woman
National President, who
they voted for because they
thought she would represent
their interests better than
other candidates, has offered
no help or support. Local
members, however, showed
their support at a mass
meeting last week where 500
members representing 45
chapels voted full support
for the strikers with only one
vote against.

The meeting also voted to
withdraw recognition of the
existing branch secretary and
assistant secretary, and
elected a new co-ordination
committee. The four women
did not want to bring their
union into disrepute. Bet-
ween them they had worked
30 years for SOGAT. They
just want the membership to
get the help and benefits they
were entitled to and for the
branch executive to be ac-
countable to the members.

120 FORD women
machinists in Halewood,
Liverpool and 130 from
Dagenham have been on
strike action since 19
November in support of
their claim over upgrading.

Kathy McGovern, a
TGWU shop steward at
Halewood, explained that
they had been claiming
recognition of their skills for
16 years. The machinists
have to pass trade tests and
have at least two years ex-
perience of the work. The
company said two years ago

Maggie May won't

SEVEN WOMEN bar staff
at a new pub in Bootle call-
ed the Maggie May, are
striking in support of one of
the staff, Janet Robson, who
was sacked after trying to get
people to join the union.
Janet was told by the
manager that the reason she
was sacked was because she
talked to the customers too
much. She explained that she

had been on a three day

training course where they

that their skills would be
recognised, it has reneged on
its promises.

Support for the women is
growing. In Dagenham 80
women out of 130 are stag-
ing a 24-hour picket and
have been successful in get-
ting support from lorry
drivers who are refusing to
cross the picket line. 7,000
workers are laid off at
Halewood and three sections
are laid off in Dagenham, a
total of 10,000 workers
across the country.

It is vital that active sup-

had told her that to be a
good barmaid she had to be
friendly to the customers.
At the meeting last week
with ““Thwaites regional
management’’ and the
TGWU, all Janet was of-
fered was £250 in exchange
for her job, She refused.
The pub has only been
opened six weeks and is on
the prime site opposite the
national Giro offices in Boo-
tle. But now finds itself emp-

port is given to the tremen-
dous struggle these
machinists are taking up on
behalf of women. Keeping
the wages of any section of
workers down only under-
mines the pay and conditions
for every other worker in
that industry. While women
are used as a source of cheap
labour they will be used to
divide the trade union move-
ment. These issues and the
validity of their case must be
explained to all members of
the TGWU.

The women were on strike
2V years ago for a 39 hour
week. - They were
discriminated against by be-
ing told to take 10 minutes
off each day. Their demands
were for a half hour lunch

and to finish at 3.30 on Fri-
day. This was not agreed so
they took strike action. They
were told by their male trade
unionists that they had no
chance of winning but within
one hour of strike action
they had won.

Women are taking the
brunt of the recession and
the attacks of Thatcher and
co. More and more women
are forced into industrial ac-
tion to protect their pay and
their jobs. It is important to
support these women in their
struggle.

Messages of support to
Kathy McGovern, TGWU,
Transport House, Islington,
Liverpool.

ty, as a result of the Giro
unions blacking it.

The girls have been getting
tremendous support with
unemployed TGWU
members helping on the
picket line and very few peo-
ple are crossing the picket
line. Even the local taxi
drivers have promised to
radio to other drivers not to
pick up any customers from
Maggie May’s, and the girls
are supplied with free cups
of tea from the local book
keepers.

Messages of support to
Clare Stanley TGWU, Isl-
ington, Liverpool.

Northumberland Militant
Rally. ‘Victory to the
miners’ at Ashington
Leisure Centre,
Ashington on Wednes-
day, December 19 at
7.30 pm. Speakers:
Terry Fields MP, lan
Isaac (South Wales
NUM), and represen-
tatives from LPYS Na-
tional Committee and
Militant. Chairman:
John Cunningham (EIl-
ington NUM)




16 MILITANT 14 December 1984

CPSA pay battle

THE SPECIAL Pay Conference of the
Civil and Public Services Association
(CPSA) on 6 December voted to stop
the decay in living standards of all civil

servants since the
Tories came to
power in 1979.

The Conference agreed a
1985 claim of a £15 flat rate
rise and a £100 a week
minimum wage. The resolu-
tion adopting the strategy
was only adopted with a ma-
jority of 74,514 to 64,682
votes. This shows the deep
unease of many delegates
that hours and leave had

s
CPSA'’s right wing President
Kate Losinska.

been left out of the claim.

Despite huge job losses in
the Civil Service resulting
from Tory cuts and New
Technology, the NEC mo-
tion, first on the agenda,
specifically excluded hours
and leave ignoring even the
TUC’s exhortations to
unions to strive for the 35
hour working week in 1985.
NEC speaker Mike Duggan
claimed it would divert the
union’s attention. ‘‘Our
members do not see the

By Bill Boyle

question of hours and leave
as important because of low
pay’S ] -

The National Executive
leaned heavily on right wing
President Kate Losinska to
have its position adopted.
She declared Left motions
lost when they were carried,
and when the Newcastle
branch won a change of the
stitched up Conference agen-
da, she tried not to announce

N NEC motion

passed

Not a single NEC member
supporting the ‘“‘Broad Left
84’ (the small split off from
the Broad Left) raised a
murmur of protest at these
disgraceful manoeuvres
which culminated in Losin-

ska cutting off the main pay -

debate with four Militant
supporters at the rostrum
waiting to speak.

Even in such a heavily
loaded debate the NEC mo-
tion only just scraped
through.

Nevertheless, most bran-
ches present were resolved to
unite round the 1985 pay
claim with other civil service

unions against Tory cash”

limits and cuts.

Bowing to management:

pressure, the NEC relegated
NUM  speaker Betty
Heathfield and Central Of-
fice speaker Doreen Purvis

to a lunchtime spot, arguing
that management had said
they would withdraw
facilities if this was not done.
An NUM speaker had been
heard at the May conference
with no such threats. As
Doreen pointed out the NEC
were ‘‘kowtowing to
management about what we
can and can’t discuss.”’
The NEC delegation will
meet the strike committee on
12 December. At the con-
ference, Doreen reiterated
the strikers’ call for im-
mediate_escalation of the

dispute to Livingston and
Reading Computer centres
as the only way to win.
Unless this takes place or the
NEC come up with some
mystery miracle formula, the
seven month long strike will
be deadlocked.

The NEC must back the
strike with escalation.
Anything less would betray
the 400 strikers. The strike
can be won, but it is up to
the NEC to take the decisive
step the strikers have been
arguing for for months.
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Union Power

Continued from
front page
organisation of the frade
unions.

The trade union move-
ment. has been painstaking-
ly built up over generations
with the blood, sweat and
toil of our predecessors. The
trade union leaders of today
would not have jobs were it
not for that work in the past
and for trade union pioneers
defying anti-union
legislation.

At this moment, miners’
support groups up and down
the country in towns,

villages, cities and pit com-
munities, are conducting
marvellous work to provide
striking miners  with
sustenance and support in
the form of hampers and
hardship provisions over the
Christmas period. The
tremendous community
spirit and solidarity in the
mining areas are carrying the
miners and their families
through.

But the Tories will not
regard Christmas as a holi-
day. They will use the holi-
day period if necessary, to
increase the attack on the
unions, through the courts.
In the area unions of the

BECOME A
ivisizsbant

Make sure miners’ families have a good Christmas. Finance is
vital, but solidarity action is even more important.

NUM a campaign is now be-
ing conducted to render the
area strikes, under rule 41,
unlawful, and to personally
bankrupt officials.

Also over Christmas the
Tory government could well
take operational decisions
regarding movement of
strike-bound coal and fuel
into the power stations. The
NUM and all the unions that
have supported it should
now be prepared to intensify
pressure on the General
Council of the TUC but also
to prepare for solidarity ac-
tion if that happens.

1984 has been a serious
test of the capacity of

workers to engage in strug-
gle. The miners and many
other sections have passed
with flying colours. With the
support and solidarity of
other workers stepped up,
the New Year can see the
miners win the victory they
so richly deserve, saving their
jobs and trade unionism at
the same time.

Witch hunt

Continued from
page one

Emlyn Williams, South
Wales NUM General
Secretary as well as from
many NUM strike commit-
tees and many trade union
branches.

Before the NEC meeting
on Wednesday a large
number of Young Socialists
and trade unionists lobbied
the NEC to demand an end
to witch-hunts and
expulsions.

The outrage of the Party
grass roots, even in a week,
must have had some effect
on the NEC members pre-
sent when the issue came up.

Not only did Roy Hat-
tersley declare his “‘opposi-
tion to expulsions’’—
although he was the original
mover of the resolution from
the appeals committee, so
also did Neil Kinnock and
many others on the right of
the NEC. Without dissen-
sion the meeting referred
back the decisions of the ap-
peals commiittee.

The NEC did decide to
conduct an ‘‘ideological

World’s worst
industrial disaster page 11

What kind of
nationalisation?

Page 14

struggle’’ against Militant.
This decision, referred to the
Home Policy Committee,
will be welcomed by sup-
porters of Militant. The best
traditions of the labour
movement are those that
permit a clash of ideas
through debates, discus-
sions, and meetings.

Militant supporters will
continue to wage an
ideological struggle against
all those seeking to abandon -~
the socialist aims of the
Party.

Despite this important
NEC vote, Party members
should remain vigilant.
Some of the right wing will
not abandon the idea of a
purge and will wait for a
more opportune moment.

Earlier on in the same
NEC meeting, Frances Cur-
ran, NEC representative of
the Young Socialists, moved
a resolution calling for the
next Labour Government to
re-imburse the funds taken’
away from the trade unions
by this Tory Government.

The resolution found a lot
of support, to the embarass-
ment of Party leadership and
the right wing, but in the end
it was also referred to the
Home Policy Committee.

For a happy New

Year—back Militant

THIS IS the last issue of Militant for 1984. The next
issue, Number 730 will be on sale on 4 January.
Militant wishes all readers and supporters and all
striking miners and their families a happy Christmas
and a victorious New Year. -

WITH THREE weeks
before the next Militant we
are appealing to every one of
our readers—don’t forget
the urgent need for cash over
the holiday period.

With a festive mood in the
air we should see thousands
of donations coming in over
the holiday. If Christmas is
the time for giving don’t
miss out Militant. 1f every
reader gave us a present of
a tenner or fiver then we
could celebrate the New Year
meeting the target and leave

the rest of January to go way
beyond.

With plans to go twice
weekly and then daily we
need to expand our staff,
printing equipment and
machinery so every pound
and penny is important.

Don’t forget to ask your
friends and especially your
workmates to donate to our
Funds. Make sure we get a
Christmas bonus so that the
message of socialism will re-
sound even louder in the
New Year.

Don’t forget. Militant
Childrens Christmas
Party, Saturday 5
January 1985 at
2.00 pm. John Marshall
Hall, 27 Blackfriars
Road, London SE1.

Mineworkers’ defence committee
Mass Picket: Neasden Power Station,
Taylor’'s Lane NW10
 (Close to North Circular off Brentfield Rd)

Monday December 17th ;

Be there by 6 am.

"I will be there, as will be the Campaign Group
of Labour MPs, along with several thousand

others.”’

Ken Livingstone
(Secretary, Mineworkers’ Defence Committee)

Send to Militant,
3/13 Hepscott Road,
" London E9 5HB.
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