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EVERY ACTIVE miner will be fighting 
against the formation of scab unions in Notts, 
Durham and elsewhere. These organisations 
are fostered by the NCB management and the 
Tories to weaken the miners, preparing the 
way for closures and the plundering of pro­
fitable pits by private business. 

The " super-democrat s" 
of the Notts coalfield, Rov 
Lynk and David Prendergast 
have deluded themselves and 
any mineworkers who may 
mistakenly follow them . 
Notts, no matter what pro­
mises have been made, can­
not in isolation escape the 
NCB closure programme in 
the long run, and cannot 
avoid fight ing for jobs. 

It was estimated during 
the national strike that only 
two Notts pits could be 
deemed as profitable accor-

-------------------
By Chris Herriot 

(Sacked Monktonhall 
miner) · 

dim! to the Coal Board's 
crit~ria. Massive problems of 
subsidence and the threat of 
nuclear power hang over the 
coalfield. South Notts in 
particular will be decimated. 

Only the unified struggle 
of British mineworkers as a 
whole can stop the Tory­
inspired onslaught of the 
NCB. 

The new NCB 'Plan for 

Coal'. leaked this week in­
cludes ~he axing of 50 pits 
and 50,000 jobs . The Board 
hope to take advantage of 
divisions in th~ coalfields. 

Lynk and Pref11ergast and 
the other scab ' leacicrs ' , con­
sciously or not, have .otl!ow­
ed themselves to be used as 
a 'fifth column' in Th C1t­
cher's wa r against the 
miners. 

There is no doubt that 
these spli ts have been work­
ed out in detail by the ruling 
class. Ian McGregor has 
been in regular contact with 
scab miners' groups in Not­
tinghamshire and elsewhere. 
He has held talks with the 
leaders of the scab union in 
Durham. 

(Continued on 
back page) 
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Notts miners who support National Union speak out 
SUPPORTERS of Militant in the 
Notts coalfield stayed loyal to the na­
tional union during the historic year­
long strike . They will remain loyal and 
will be fighting tooth and nail agaimt 
the attempts of right wingers to resur­
rect Spencerism in the area. 

Some of these miners spoke to 
Militant: 

Mick Travers from Ollerton: "The 
overall majority if not all the strikers 
who stood out in Nottingham will stay 
with the national union . Unity is 
strength and that 's why I intend to 
stay. 

"Ollerton is the only pit in Not­
tingham so far where the majority of 
the new branch leadership are strikers. 
Many miners are shocked at the sud­
denness of the break. Maybe its 
because the success of strikers regain­
ing positions in the union . Maybe the 
area leaders felt the ground shifting 
beneath them ." 

John Bennet from Hucknall: 
''Although just over 40 men were out 
on strike from our pit, I nevertheless 
feel confident that many more than 
that will stay with the national union. 
It ' s difficult to predict. It 's early days 

and a lot depends on what the national 
leaders do and the campaign they con­
duct, but I think that at least 5,000 
Notts men will stay with the union" . 

A striking miner from Bilsthorpe: 
"Even though there was a very small 
minority on strike here, there is a great 
deal of apprehension about breaking 
away. Lynk and Prendergast complain 
about the Arthur Scargill being elected 
for life, but we've been told that they 
have both been given contracts for 
life . .. in positions, in the new union, 
for which they were never elected. " 

Durham ·miners 
fight on 

See centre pages 

TO MEET our quarterly 
target of £70,000 we need to 
raise a further £39,846 by 31 
July. Every single penny is 
vital. 

Liverpool is poised for a 
massive confrontation with 
the Tory government. We 
need your financial support 
so that Militant continues to 
play a leading role in that 
battle. 

We also have to fight off 
witch-hunting attacks from 
the right wing. £235 collected 
at the EETPU conference 

shows that no matter what 
steps are taken against us our 
roots are deep in that union 
as in all the others. 

But we need your cash! 
We can't afford to rest-the 
Tories and the right wing 
won't allow it. 

Send in your donation to­
day. £20, £10 or more! Ask 
your workmates and friends 
to help in our campaign. 

Liverpool has shown the 
way to fight-make sure we 

all the support 

.. 
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Edinburgh youth get 
• • campa1gn mov1ng 

AS THE struggle to de­
fend local authority ser­
vices continues, the 
LPYS in Edinburgh 
packed 300 people into 
a public meeting 
organised in support of 
the District Council. 

That was all the more 
remarkable considering that 
it took place in the first week 
of the Edinburgh holiday. 

With Alex Wood, leader 
of Edinburgh District Coun- .., 
cil and Derek Hatton, Depu- ~ 
ty Leader of Liverpool City ~ 
Council as the two main ~ 
speakers, it provided an ex- o 
cellent opportunity to ex- :g 
plain the case of the local a.. 
authorities and to build links 
between Edinburgh and 
Liverpool in their fight with 
the Tories . 

Labour inherited serious housing problems in Edinburgh-the product of decades of neglect. 

A concerted campaign 
took place in the run up to 
the meeting . All the major 
local authority workplaces 
were visited and leaflets 
distributed . At the housing 
department the steward ex­
plained that already I ,200 
out of I ,500 workers had 
been out on strike in support 
of the council. If there were 
any attempts to remove the 
Labour councillors from of­
fice then NALGO would 
refuse to co-operate with a 
council which didn't repre­
sent working class people 
from Edinburgh. 

Twel ve copies of Militant 
were sold during the first 
paper sale there . 

We also went to the 
workers in private i:c.dustry, 
leafletting outside some of 
the major factories in Edin­
burgh like Ferranti's . 

The visits to industry were 
backed up with leafletting in 
the city centre. We received 
publicity in the press. Both 
TV channels held interviews 
and pointed out that it was 
the LPYS who had organis­
ed the meeting. 

The special Militant 
broadsheet on Liverpool Ci­
ty Council has had a very 

good response and 50-60 
have already been sold. 
Plans have been made to 
hold sales outside all the ma­
jor depots to follow up the 
campaign for the meeting. 

The mood of the meeting 
itself was one of a will­
ingness to stand firm against 
Tory attacks and to defend 
the council. 

One of the best contribu­
tions came from a 'lollipop 
man' who asked : "Who are 
the so-called moderates?" 
He explained that the Tories 
who are meant to be 
moderates on the council 
were the same people who 

before the second world war 
entertained the Nazis when 
they visited Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh has its first 
Labour council for around 
80 years . 

The success of the meeting 
and the respect which the 
LPYS has built up is shown 
by the fact that the branch 
secretary of Bilston Glen 
NUM made a donation of 
£20 to the YS. 

By Andy Clachers 
( LPYS National 

Committee) 

Unions fight Manchester health cuts 

Manchester gala against health service privatisation, 5 July. 

Lambeth sets 
legal rate 
TWO LAMBETH 
Labour renegades 
voted with the Tories 
and the Alliance to pass 
a budget allowing the 
highest possible rate. 
This leaves the council 
short of money to 
safeguard jobs and 
services. 

In a packed town hall 
deputy leader Graham Nor­
wood said that the Labour 
group would use its majori­
ty on all the major commit­
tees to ensure that no cuts 
would be made. 

A local by-election on 
I August should allow 
Labour to soon regain its 
majority. 

The Joint Trade Unions 
su pport this position and 
pledged at the meeting that 
if the Tories attempt to make 
cuts or disqualify any coun­
ci llor from office, the 
borough would be brought 
to a standstill and solidarity 

action spread to other local 
authorities . 

However, .whilst the mood · 
of the workforce is to fight 
the Tories, a clear lead still 
needs to be given in the 
workplaces and a further 
campaign of explanation to 
all trade union members and 
the local community must be 
undertaken now if any in­
dustrial action is to be fully 
successful. 

A Liverpool councillor, 
John Lyndon, addressed the 
400 people present at the lob­
by of Lambeth council and 
he pointed out the need to 
unite in the struggle. What is 
required now, he explained, 
is to take the struggle outside 
the council chamber and 
build a mass campaign aim­
ed at industrial action if any 
councillor is surcharged or 
any cuts made . 

By John Reid 
(Norwood CLP) 

and Steve Nally 
(Vauxhall LPYS) 

Live Aid highlights 
hunger obscenity 
THE BIGGEST show 
in the history of the 
world will take place on 
Saturday. In Wembley, 
Philadelphia and 
Sydney, bands and 
singers will be on stage 
throughout the day. 
550 million of the 
world's 600 million TV 
sets will be capable of 
receiving it in every 
continent. 

The Li' e Aid concert will 
raise millions for the relief of 
hunger in Afri ca. 

As a result, thousands of 
lives can be saved, at least 
for a few more months. The 
scandal of mass starvation in 
a world of plent y will be 
publicised as never before. 

Impressi ve though it is , 
however, an evenr like this 
cannot begin to solve the 
underl ying problems which 
cause famine. Unless these 
are so lved , all the horrifi c 
scenes of starving children 
will return to the TV sc reen 
within a year or two. 

It is i he production of 
food for profit, rather than 
need, which leads to the 
obscenity of "surpluses " in 
the butter and wheat moun­
tains and milk lakes and even 

the destruction of fruit and 
vegetables in the EEC and 
USA. 

In the starving countries 
of Africa a tiny minority live 
in lu xurv. fi nanced by graft 
and corruption. 1'v1uch of it 
co mes from "aiel ' " "hich is 
syphoned a"ay fr o m those 
in need to line the pocket. o f 
middle-men and officials . 

Food demonstrates more 
vividly than anything else the 
rotteness of the capitalist 
system. It has developed the 
technology to feed the world 
in abundance, ye t has to 
condemn millions to th e 
premature and agonising 
death of hunger so that pro­
fits can be boosted. 

Li ve Aiel cou ld help to 
convin ce milli o ns more of 
the need for a socia li st polic,· 
on food . in whi ch the big 
lando"·ners and farm ers. th e 
monopolies and the banks 
are nationalised under 
democratic work ers' control 
and management. Food 
could then be produced and 
distributed around the world 
to end for ever the famine in 
Africa , the world's greatest 
disaster. 

By Pat Craven 

40p 

SOUTH MANCHESTER District Health 
Authority is attempting to push through 
£2.8m cuts in Withington, Wythenshawe and 
Christies Hospitals. 

This includes 300 staff cuts, four chest 
wards closing at Wythenshawe, two geriatric 
wards going at Withington, weekend closures 
of a maternity ward at Withington and two 
wards closing at weekends at Christies. This 
is the main hospital for cancer treatment 
where there is already a backlog of 25,000 
smear tests-with a five week delay instead 
of the normal three days. 

To assist in the campaign Withington 
Women's Section, along with the LPYS , 
organised a public meeting in the area to link 
with the action committee and to raise public 
support. 

We are now helping to contact shop 
stewards at local workplaces to gain wider 
support-both financial and for their future 
activities. 

Whitty attacks VS leader 
SALEP's 
socialist 
education 
work·-

These cuts are typical of those taking place 
all over the country and fly in the face of 
Tory claims that they are increasing spending 
on the NHS. 

All the unions covering the three hospitals 
formed the South Manchester NHS Action 
Committee and launched a campaign. So far 
they have lobbied the Regional and District 
Health Authorities and took a train load of 
health workers down to lobby MPs and Ken­
neth Clarke, Health Minister. 

When delegates told him mat two heart 
patients were dying each week on waiting 
lists, his only comment was 'anyone can 
wave a shroud'! 

The Action committee aims to link up with 
other health campaigns in the area such as 
Booth Hall and Salford, to ensure that the 
RHA does not play one group off against 
another, and to mobilise the membership and 
public support to fight these cuts and to stop 
privatisation being brought in. They also 
recognise the need for national action if 
workers are to win their fight to save NHS 
services and jobs. 

Donations and messsages of support to 
Glyn Humpbreys.Works Dept, Witbington 
Hospital , Nell Lane, Manchester 20. 

Margaret Manning 
(Withington Women ' s Section and 

Regional Women's Committee) 

LARRY WHITTY , the 
Labour Party general 
secretary, has reprimanded 
Frances Curran , the Labour 
Part y Young Socialist 
representative on the Na­
tional Executive Committee 
for writing an introductory 
message in a pamplet pro­
duced by the Southern 
African Labour Education 
Project (SALEP). The pam­
phlet is a reply to the NEC's 
decision to instruct local par­
ties to have nothing to do 
with SALEP. 

" I am concerned" he 
writes, "at the association of 
NEC members with a 
publication which criticises 
and names a member of the 

Walworth Road staff". This 
is an attempt to gag party 
members from arguing 
against mistaken ideas just 
because they have been for­
mulated by party research 
staff. 

The pamphlet does not, as 
Whitty alleges , make a " per­
sonal attack " , but criticises 
the NEC for trying to ban a 
group which is playing a vital 
part in the struggle to 
destroy apartheid and build 
a socialist Southern Africa. 
Party activists will be more 
determined than ever to step 
up their protests against the 
NEC's proscription of 
SALEP, and find out more 
about its policies . 

why does the Labour Party N£C 
want to ban it? 
SOUTH£RN AFIICAN U.BOUR EOUO~ P'IOJECT 

SALEP's socialist educa­
tion work - why does the 
Labour Party NEC want to 
ban it? (60 pages), 40p 
plus p&p, from World 
Socialist Books, 3- 13 
Hepscott Road, London 
E9. 

I 



Liverpool 
LAST WEEK Environment 
Minister Patrick Jenkin 
threatened Liverpool with rate­
capping when the council has 
a £170 million deficit and will 
run out of cash sometime this 
year. 

-
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Tories may recall parliament 
but also a "cuts" budget with 
the loss of thousands of jobs, 
provoking a city-wide general 
strike and a policy of total non­
co-operation. 

This colossal burden is an in­
dication of the parasitic role of 
the banks in Tory Britain. If 
this financial weight was lifted 
there would be enormous 
potential in terms of jobs and 
services. 

Press reports in Liverpool 
have now raised the possibility 
that the Tories may recall 
Parliament in August to pass 
special legislation to appoint a 
commissioner to run the city. 
This follows speculation that 
the money for the city could 
run out in August. 

On Thursday Thatcher met 
Banham, the head of the Audit 
Commission, supposedly to 

discuss economies in ccSuncil 
spending. Who can doubt, 
however, that Liverpool and 
the current action of the 
District Auditor figure in these 
discussions? Is Thatcher, as 
with MacGregor, once again 
pulling strings? 

Risks for Tories 
The appointment of commis­

sioners cannot be totally ruled 
out , but it will carry enormous 
risks for the Tories. It would 
not only mean the suspension 
of all councillors and the 
establishment of a 'dicatorship' 

The city, including even 
Liberal and Tory voters, would 
be united in their opposition to 
the commissioners. The Tory 
disaster in Brecon will un­
doubtedly play a role in the 
consideration of their strategy. 

The problem that faces the 
Tories is that the current action 
of the District Auditor is so 
flimsy. Long before it has any 
affect-if it is proceeded 
with- the financial crisis facing 
the city will begin to bite. 

Not only will -services, wages 
and grants to voluntary 
organisations not be paid if the 
council goes 'bankrupt', but in­
terest debts could not be repaid. 
The continued press and media 
blackout of Liverpool is 
therefore partly explained by 
the government's fear of a 
banking crisis. 

Bankruptcy would mean that 
Liverpool would not be able to 
repay £170 million of interest 
debts, creating problems and a 
dangerous precedent for the 
clearing banks. 

All that Liverpool is asking 
for is £30 million to balance the 
books. It once again highlights·"' 
the need for the labour move­
ment to campaign for the na­
tionalisation of the banks and 
insurance companies, with 
compensation to be paid on the 
basis of proven need. 

Support group set 
up by families 

GLENYS KINNOCK 
has been invited to 
Liverpool by a new 
support group set up by 
the families of threaten­
ed councillors. 

The support group was 
established at a meeting call­
ed to discuss the implications 
of legal threats to the 49 
councillors. 

Over one hundred people 
attended including wives, 
husbands, partners, parents 
and children o f councillors. 

In the words of Eileen 
Rimmer, mother of coun­
c illor Tonv Rimmer: "This 
council are. no t the criminals, 
the ones who were in before 
who let th e cit y get in it s 
state. thev sho uld be the on~s 
w ho a r~ p ut in j a il. " 
b ·eryone \vas a hundred per­
cent behind the sta nd of the 
co uncillors. 

Pete r Lennard , GMBA T 
co nveno r o f 4. 000 school 
caretakers, cleaners and din­
ner staff told the meeting: 
" We want to thank the 

Peter Lennard, Liverpool 
GMBATU convenor. 

councillo rs a nd their families 
fo r the stand that they ha,·e 
taken . We ,,·ill gi,·e vo u ou r 
support for fo ll o ,, ·ing th e 
po licies that you ,,·ere elected 
o n ." Thi s was a pl edge 
echoed by Jimmy Hollin­
s head , secre ta ry of th e 
G MBATU bra nch umber 
5. 

The meeting was ;:alled so 
that everyone co uld be kept 
informed and no-one left 
isolated. Lesso ns have bee n 

Miners face 
THE CASE of 15 miners, 
charged with riot after the 
picket at Orgreave Coking 
plant last year, is being heard 
at Sheffield Crown Court. 

The mass picket at 
Orgreave was broken up 
when mounted riot police 
charged into the crowds 
wielding batons. 

The prosecution' s evid-
. ence was shown to be false 
on many accounts. Durham 
miner Brian Moreland has 
already been acquitted by the 
trial judge because the ar­
resting officer's signature on 
the police statement had 
been forged by another of-

learned from the magnificent 
miners ' wives support 
groups and the excellent role 
that they played during the 
strike. 

Links will be made with 
these organisations and next 
Saturday a representative of 
the Liverpool City Council 
Families Support Group 
has been invited to speak at 
a Women's support group 
meeting in Liverpool against 
pit closures. 

Family support groups 
will now meet regularly . 
Pam Evans , secretary of 
Liverpool Women's Council 
and partner of Paul Lucox, 
one of the Labour Coun­
cillors, will co-ordinate the 
commiuee , linking up with 
the Labour Part y Women 's 
Sections and the LPYS . 

Meetings will take place 
regularly tc keep families in­
formed of dl'velopment s and 
newsletters will go out to 
e,·erv fam ilv together with 
legai advice at :d practica l 
help . A public rr:eeting has 
been organised for :he 21 Ju­
ly and invited speakers in­
cl ude Clay Cross coun-:illors, 
Anne Scarg ill , Betty 
Heath field and other lab0ur 
mo,·ement speakers. 

The special invitation was 
sent to Glenys Kinnock so 
that she can see for herself 
wh y the Li verpool City 
Council 's campaign is so im­
portant, not just for the 
co uncillors' families but for 
every working class family in 
th e citv. 

A number of acti vities 
have also been p lanned in­
c luding a benefit concert 
,,·ith top Li,·erpool groups 
and a dele~~:ation to lobbv 
parliament.- Speakers wiil 
also be prepared to tra' el to 
a ny part o f the count rv an d 
to auend a ny meetings to ex­
pla in the case o f Li , -erpool 
Labour Council. 

By Josie Aitman 

'riot' charge 
ficer . To explain this the ar­
resting officer said that he 
had signed the statement on 
his knee while in a van. 

The Doncaster Coalhouse 
trial is also in progress, 
where miners are again 
charged with riot. Support is 
needed from activists to at­
tend the trial. 

A Yorkshire miner's 
mother appeals to all labour 
and trade union members to 
"be with these miners during 
this time ... let's put our ac­
tions into practice this week. 
It is crucial to these miners, 
they need you." 

In some local authorities 10 
per cent of debts can fall due 
for repayment within a week. 

Thousands marched in Liverpool, 29 June. 

Who audits the auditors? 
WHY HAS no action 
been taken against the 
members of the Audit 
Commission and its 
senior officers? 

Be s ide s appointing 
District Auditors to the local 
authorities, the Commission 
has powers to provide 
various " miscellaneous ser­
vices" like "studies to im­
prove economy, promote 
better mana~~:ement" etc. 
Under the 19-82 Act which 
estab:i shed the Commission, 
it has a dut y to "charge the 
body conc;:-rned Slh.:h fees . . . 

a s " ·ill co ver the full cost of 
providing them ." 

Howe,·er, when the Com­
mission' s own accounts for 
the year ending 31 March 
1984 came under scrutiny of 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, it was revealed that 
the commission had " incur­
red a defi cit of £22,000 in 
providing miscellaneous ser­
vices". Surely a clear case of 
"loss caused by wilful 
misconduct?" But the com­
mission did increase it s fees 
in November 1983 . 

Nevertheless , says the 

Comptroller, the Commis­
sion " did not monitor the 
costs of mi scellaneous ser­
vices against the fees charg­
ed and was therefore unable 
to ensure that fees were ade­
quate . As a result, tpe Com­
mission did not comply with 
the Section 29(5) of the 
Local Government Finance 
Act 1982. " 

Surely this amounts to 
what a Distri ct Auditor 
would call "a failure to bring 
into account " the necessary 
fees which should have been 
collected? 

Newham trial decision nears 
THE OUTCOME of the 
Newham Seven trial will 
be announced this week. 
The decision of the jury 
will be released on 
Wednesday 10 July after 
Militant has gone to 
press. 

The New h a m Se ven 
Campaign-in support o f 
seven Asian s ar re<.ed whil e 
defendin g them sel ves a fter 
racist attack s-is keeping up 
it s picket to the last day of 
the case. 

A hundred Newham 
Seven supporters last week 
held an an all-night vigil out­
side the Old Bailey in Lon­
don , where the case is being 
heard. 

The vigil had been agreed 
with the police. But later in 
the evening the police arri v­
ed and said the vigil should 
disperse. They said it was 
'disturbing local residents ' ­
yet no one lives in this com­
mercial and business area of 
t he cit y! 

Police then moved in and 
arrested 21 people. They 

Demo t o support Newham 7, 3 November 1984. 

have mostly been charged (organising a t two da ys 
with obstruction, although notice) were mainly local, 
one was c harged with the BNP were bussed in 
' criminal damage' to his eel, from Brighton . Only 30 or 
a nd another with threatening so BNP turned up so their 
behaviour. The number ar- march was called off. They 
rested throughout the cam- held a rally behind rows of 
paign is now edging towards police. Not only did the BNP 
a hundred. fiihrer John Tyndall have to 

• In the Hoxton area of contend with the loud chants 
Hackney, East London , on of the anti-fascists, he was 
Saturday o ver a hundred even heckled in the meeting 
anti- f ascists counter- itself by ten members of the 
demonstrated against the 'rival' National Front. After 
fascist British National Par- two hours of this they got on 
ty . Whereas the anti-fascists their coach and went home . 

By Dave Cotterill 

It is under Sections 19 and 
20 of the same 1982 Act that 
District Auditors have 
draconian powers to sur­
charge and disqualify coun­
cillors guilty , in their opi ­
nion, of " failure to bring 
items into account" and loss 
or deficiency caused by 
" wilful misconduct". 

So why, for their clear 
breach of this very same Act , 
have the Audit Commis­
sioners not been surcharged 
and disqualified? Who has 
given them immunity? 

LPYS 
summer 
camp 

WANT A holiday you won' t 
forget but don't have much 
money? Well don ' t despair , 
LPYS summer camp is 
almost upon us. 

All you need is a tent, 
sleeping bag, toothbrush , 
and cooking stuff, although 
you can always risk the food 
tent. 

Last year's summer camp 
was so unforgettable that I 
joined the LPYS while I was 

· there. A week with us is 
always enough to convince 
anybody that not only do we 
have solid political 
knowledge but we also know 
how to arrange the holiday 
of a lifetime for next to 
nothing. 

By Laura Kemp 
(London LPYS , 

Regional Committee) 

See advert page six 
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aside and public relations come to the fore . ·Pollsters, like 

Labour's 'advisors' 
fail to clinch Brecon 
FOR THE Tories, the Brecon and Radnor by-election was 
a disaster. No amount of talk about normal mid-term 
anti-government swings can disguise the fact that not since 
1958 in Rochdale has a Tory candidate dropped from first 
to third place in a by-election. 

This result was a verdict on the level of unemployment, 
the cuts in public spending and the collapse of Thatcher's 
economic policy . The splits within the Tory party will now 
inevitably widen as the post-mortem begins. 

Nor for the "junior Tories", the Liberal-SDP Alliance, 
was this the triumph which most press coverage suggests. 
At a time of Conservati ve unpopularity, when the media 
are consciously building up the "Alliance as a safe pro­
capitalist party for disillusioned Tories, this result was 
well below some of their earlier mid-term by-election 
successes. • 

The nine per cent increase in Labour's share of the vote 
was the party's best by-election result for 12 years . It 
nevertheless failed to win , despite the most favourable 
conditions, with the Tories more unpopular than ever and 
the Alliance failing to make the spectacular media­
inspired impact that it has done previously. 

This was the first big test of Neil Kinnock ' s "new" ap­
proach to campaigning, in which socialist policies are left 

Robert Worcester of MORI who, according to The 
Observer, has become a key figure in the party, help to 
determine policy on the basis of their surveys of what 
voters are concerned about. 

If these MORI surveys are as accurate as their Mirror 
opinion poll the day before this by-election, which claimed 
a Labour lead of 18 per cent, there is little wonder that 
they didn ' t help Labour to win. 

Further evidence of this trend within the Labour Par­
ty comes with the announcement that Roy Hattersley is 
being advised on future financial policy by a team which 
includes Dennis Turner of the Midland Bank and Bill 
McKenzie of Price Waterhouse, the accountants, together 
with various academics . Policy formulation is being taken 
further and further away from the democratically elected 
bodies of the party , into the hands of "experts" from 
the ruling class . 

While taking advice from pollsters and big business 
economists , days before the by-election, Kinnock laun­
ched an attack on two of the party's leading elected 
representatives, Arthur Scargill and Tony Benn . He 

.dismissed their calls for an amnesty for sacked and jail­
ed miners as a "fantasy". This must have infuriated many 
:of the miners who make up a large part of the Labour 
vote in the southern part of tbe constituency and cannot 
have helped Labour ' s chances . 

There is nothing "extreme" in demanding that miners 
victimised by the police, courts and the Coal Board in 
the course of striking for the future of their industry 
should be exonerated and reinstated by the next Labour 

Attack on left broadens 
LABOUR MP Martin Flannery 
this week accused Kinnock and 
the Labour leadership of wag­
ing an "internecine war against 
the left". 

Since 1983 it has been Labour Par­
ty Militant supporters who have fac­
ed the brunt of these attacks, with ex­
pulsions firstly of the Militant 
Editorial Board and then local Labour 
Partv members in Blackburn, South 
Wales, Nottingham and the Midlands . 
There are further threats to expel Mili­
tant -supporters in Ogmore , South 
Wales (including six members and of­
ficials from St Johns Colliery), Fin­
chley and Faversham. 

There ha ve been numerous 
organisational manoeuvres against 
Militant supporters, especially those in 
the Labour Party Young Socialists, 
nationally and locally. 

As Militant has often warned , Kin­
nock's attacks last week on Arthur 
Scargill and Tony Benn shows the 
anti-Militant campaign is part of a 
generalised attack on the left wing and 
Labour's socialist policies. 

Kinnock and company claim 
socialist ideas frighten away voters, 
citing the narrow defeat at Brecon. But 
how ~do they explain that Labour won 
two seats from the Tories in Sheffield 
council be-elections on the same 
day-in the very place Arthur Scargill 
made his speech that is meant to have 
workers leaving Labour in droves . 

The real reason for the leadership's 
continual attack on Militant and the 
left is because of the predicamern they 
know they will face if and when 
Labour wins the next election. In the 
economic chaos left behind by the 
Tories, Labour will have a choice­
either transform society along socialist 
lines in order to implement progressive 
policies; or abandon even the mildest 
of reforms and follow the path of past 
right wing Labour governments in try­
ing to patch up capitalism in collapse. 
Recent speeches by Kinnock and Hat­
tersley show they are thinking of the 
latter . 

The leadership want to 'deal with 
the left' before they get into power. 
After so many long hard years of 
Thatcherism workers will not suffer 

the abandonment of Labour ' s pFO­
gramme lightly-the leadership know 
t:1ey would face intense opposition 
from the labour movement. The left, 
and Militant in particular, would be 
the focus of that opposition. 

The right wing will be severely 
mistaken if they think they are suc­
ceeding in their attacks on Militant. 
Witch-hunting resolutions have often 
been passed with the help of the ' soft 
left ' who now openly support Kinnock 
and the right. 

This also explains how several sit­
ting right wing MPs have been 
reselected, often cited by the press to 
claim Militant is in decline. Yet recent 
events have seen the largest growth in 
support of Marxism ever , with mass 
campaigns led by Militant supporters 
over YTS and Liverpool City Council. 

The ranks of the movement do not 
want a return to di sastrous di sunitY 
and as in the TGWU will reject any 
stepping up of purges . 

By Bob Wade 

Shattlaston 
backs LPYS 

Ban in electricians' union 

e Shettleston Labour Party in 
Scotland has condemned the 
Scottish Labour Party executin 
for their attacks on the LPYS 
and its part in the school strike. 
The part)· reaffirmed its support 
for the Youth Trade Union 
Rights Campaign. 

The party went on to discuss 
the witch-bunt and an amend­
ment moved by the TGWU call­
ing on the Labour Party Na­
tional Executive to adopt the 
same position as the TGWU na­
tionally , was passed unanimous­
ly. 

e Sunderland South Labour 
Party has banned Milicanr from 
being sold on Labour Party 
premises. The right wing claim­
ed this was in line with the 1983 
conference decision, which is un­
true. The motion was only pass­
ed narrowly (27- 24), although 
many miners and left wing 
delegates were absent. 

After the meeting, a Militant 
seller (standing outside the 
Labour Club) sold out of 

THE CONFERENCE o f the 
electricians ' union (EETPU) 
has voted to "take the 
necessary action about Mili­
tant in both the union and 
the Labour Part y' ' . 

This is a new departure 
which could threaten peo­
ple 's jobs and livelihoods, as 
members of the union , 
because of their politi cal 
beliefs. The EETPU purge 
resolution is also aimed at 
stifling opposition to the 
union ' s further shift towards 
becoming a company union . 

Attacks on the left are not 
new. Under former leader 
Frank Chapple (once a Com­
muni st Parr y member) , the 
union closed down opposi­
tion branches, including a 
dozen or so in London in re­
cent years, forbidden com­
munication between dif­
ferent branches and barred 
EETPU activists from office 
on the slightest pretext. 

The union has pioneered 
'no strike deals' especially 
with Japanese companies, 
designed to restrain wages . 
Yet such deais aren't protec­
ting jobs. 'New technology' 
firms like Plesseys are shed­
ding jobs. The union has 
also negotiated private 
medical cover for contrac­
ting workers, against a con-

Campaign against the decision by the EETPU leadership to close 
London Central branch which was a focus of opposition to the 
union's right wing policies. Action against Militant is being pro­
posed for the same reason. 

ference d(.:ision, at a time of 
NHS C!.JIS. 

Shop steward training is 
being pushed to one side at 
its college courses in favour 
of tratn!llg in new 
technology skills . According 
to the Wall Street Journal 
EETPU general secretary, 
Eric Hammond says: "Wor­
kers should be retrained so 
business can become more 
competitive and if that 
means cutting manning 
levels so be it" . 

One of the architects of 

the no-strike deals, W yn 
Bevan, attacked the Beacon 
the EETPU Militant sup­
porters' journal at con­
ference, saying it was "20p 
worth of drivel". Sales shot 
up. 

Rank and file electricians 
will soon tell the leaders 
who 's talki'ng di-ivel, not the 
Marxists who want a fighting 
union but the bureaucrats 
who think they can help their 
members by playing footsie 
with the bosses. 

government. It is a call widely backed by the wider trade 
union movement as well as in the mining comrn11nities . 

Eric Heffer, however , has warned that the defeat in 
Brecon and Radnor must not " be used by some people 
in the party to open up attacks on individuals or the left 
wing in particular". As Militant has warned, an at­
mosphere of intolerance is being created within the 
Labour Party which will not stop at the Marxists who 
support Militant. 

The worst aspect of Kinnock's attack on Scargill is that 
it is the miners' historic battle which has done more than 
anythii1g to swing support back towards Labour. Their 
strike revived the finest traditions of class struggle from 
which the party was built. Set back on the industrial 
plane , workers are now turning to the political arena to 
get Thatcher out. 

When the Tories, Liberals and the press try to stir up 
hostilit y towards the miners and their leaders and 
manufacture "public opinion" against them , it is the duty 
of every Labour representative not to join in the abuse, 
but to spring to their defence and explain the great debt 
that all workers owe to the miners. 

lf the Labour leaders fought with the spirit of the 
miners and harnessed that to a programme of socialist 
measures which alone can cure the ills of Britain' s 
economy, then by-elections like thi s would be a walk-over 
for Labour and the path would be cleared for a massive 
victory at the general election. 

TGWU leaders' 
statement calls 
for unity 

WE print below the statement by the 
Executive Council of the Transport 
and General Workers' Union against 
witch-hunts which was carried at the 
union's conference. 
THE GENERAL Executive 

Council wishes to state its total 
opposition to bans, proscrip­
tions and witch-hunts within our 
ranks against any officer or 
member because of their connec­
tion with organisations or fac-. 
lions with which we happen to 
disagree. "'ever again do we 
want to return to that period in 
the union's history when in­
dividuals were barred from of­
fice , not because they lacked 
ability. but because they were 
associated with particular 
political groups. 

The Cold War atmosphere 
was allowed to grip the union 
with division. strain and suspi­
cion. Those days, thankfully , 
are well behind us and it "ould 
be a traged~· for the union and 
the whole labour mo,·ement if 
they were allowed to return. 

We han our rule book. and 
within it we ha Ye at our disposal 
all the necessary procedures for 
dealing with instances of per­
sonal misconduct or violation of 
the union' s rules . Disciplinary 
action may onl)· be taken against 
an office or member if the~ are 
in breach of the rule book . We 
are proud of our democratic 
constitution which allows the 
full participation of all our 
members, regardless of their per­
sonal political persuasion. 

Because of our pride in our 
rules. the General Executive 
Council does , of course, view 
with concern attempts to use 
unofficial and unconstitutional 
channels for conducting business 
within the union and strongly 
appeals to all members to 
honour our agreed constitu­
tional and democratic 
procedures. 

It is imperative, in the . in­
terests of unity and collective 
discipline that our constitution 
is maintained , as agreed by our 
own membership. It is in the in­
terests of outside organisations 
that our constitution is subjected 
to interference by the govern­
ments and the law courts, and 
we must stand united in its 
defence. 

The General Executive Coun­
cil also views with concern the 
activity of certain factions within 
the Labour Party. The Labour 
Party, of course, has its own 

George Wright, Welsh regional 
secretary, who pushed for a 
witch-hunt. 
constitution and procedures. in 
which we participate as its 
largest affiliate. But while the 
Executive recognises that. from 
time to time. the part~· requires 
to invoke its rules to discipline 
groups or individuals. it does not 
belieYe that bans and proscrip­
tions are in the interests of the 
part~· or the moHment as a 
whole . 

The General Executhe Coun­
cil would wish conference to en­
dorse its Yiew that the essent ial 
principles of natural justice and 
free debate must be upheld at all 
times. We cannot use ad­
ministrative mean s to fight the 
battle of ideas. Our weapons 
must be argument. persuasion 
and integrity. Our troops must 
be our own members . We must 
encourage many more of our 
members to join the Labour 
Party. to make their views heard 
in the local parties. to participate 
in the party's activities and cam­
paigns and to form the 
backbone of its organisation . 

The Labour Part~ is more 
united that it has been for a 
decade . We must build on that 
unity and strength, in the party 
and the union and not be temp­
ted to turn inward on ourselves 
in the false hope ihat the bann­
ing of individuals will cure any 
of our difficulties. 

Finally, the General Executive 
Council calls on conference to 
confirm our collective obligation 
to uphold the rule book, firm 
opposition to witch-hunting of 
individuals or organisations, and 
a strong belief that onl~· by 
maintaining maximum unity can 
be achieve our common purpo~ 
to return a Labour government. 
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Liverpool -Tories may recall parliament 
LAST WEEK Environment 
Minister Patrick Jenkin 
threatened Liverpool with rate­
capping when the council has 
a £170 million deficit and will 
run out of cash sometime this 
year. 

Press reports in Liverpool 
have now raised the possibility 
that the Tories may recall 
Parliament in August to pass 
special legislation to appoint a 
commissioner to run the city . 
This follows speculation that 
the money for the city could 
run out in August. 

discuss economies in c6uncil 
spending. Who can doubt, 
however, that Liverpool and 
the current action of the 
District Auditor figure in these 
discussions? Is Thatcher, as 
with MacGregor, once again 
pulling strings? 

but also a "cuts" budget with 
the loss of thousands of jobs, 
provoking a city-wide general 
strike and a policy of total non­
co-operation. 

The city, including even 
Liberal and Tory voters, would 
be united in their opposition to 
the commissioners. The Tory 
disaster in Brecon will un­
doubtedly play a role in the 
consideration of their strategy. 

Not only will -services, wages 
and grants to voluntary 
organisations not be paid if the 
council goes 'bankrupt', but in­
terest debts could not be repaid. 
The continued press and media 
blackout of Liverpool is 
therefore partly explained by 
the government's fear of a 
banking crisis. 

This colossal burden is an in­
dication of the parasitic role of 
the banks in Tory Britain. If 
this financial weight was lifted 
there would be enormous 
potential in terms of jobs and 
services. 

All that Liverpool is asking 
for is £30 million to balance the 
books. It once again highlights ·"' 
the need for the labour move­
ment to campaign for the na­
tionalisation of the banks and 
insurance companies, with 
compensation to be paid on the 
basis of proven need. 

Risks for Tories 

On Thursday Thatcher met 
Banham, the head of the Audit 
Commission , supposedly to 

The appointment of commis­
sioners cannot be totally ruled 
out , but it will carry enormous 
risks for the Tories. It would 
not only mean the suspension 
of all councillors and the 
establishment of a 'dicatorship' 

The problem that faces the 
Tories is that the current action 
of the District Auditor is so 
flimsy. Long before it has any 
affect- if it is proceeded 
with- the financial crisis facing 
the city will begin to bite. 

Bankruptcy would mean that 
Liverpool would not be able to 
repay £170 million of interest 
debts, creating problems and a 
dangerous precedent for the 
clearing banks. 

In some local authorities 10 
per cent of debts can fall due 
for repayment within a week. 

Support group set 
up by families 

GLENYS KINNOCK 
has been invited to 
Liverpool by a new 
support group set up by 
the families of threaten­
ed councillors. 

The support group was 
established at a meeting call­
ed to discuss the implications 
o f legal threats to the 49 
councillors . 

O ver one hundred people 
attended including wives , 
husbands, partners, parents 
and children o f councillors. 

ln the words of Eil een 
Rimmer, mother o f ::oun­
cil lo r Ton y Rimmer: " T hi s 
council are not the criminals, 
the ones who were in be fore 
who le t the city get in its 
state, they . hould be the ones 
wh o a re p u t in ja il. " 
Everyone 11 as a hundred per­
cent behind the sta nd of the 
co un cillo rs. 

Peter Lennard, G MBATU 
co nvenor of 4.000 school 
caretakers, cleaners and din­
ner staff told the meetin g : 
" We want to thank the 

Peter Len·nard . Liverpool 
GMBATU convenor . 

cou ncillors and their famili es 
for the stand that they have 
taken . We will gi1·e vou our 
-; uppon for follow.ing the 
poli cies that you were elected 
o n. •· This 11·as a pledge 
ec hoed by Jimm y Hollin­
shead, secretary of th e 
GM BAT U branch Number 
5. 

The meetin g 11·as .:all ed so 
that everyo ne -cou ld be kep t 
in formed and no-o ne left 
isola ted . Lesso ns have been 

learned from the magnificent 
miners ' wives support 
groups and the excellent role 
that they played during the 
strike. 

Links wi ll be made with 
these organisations and next 
Saturday a representative of 
the Liverpool City Council 
Families Support Group 
has been invited to spea k at 
a Women ' s support group 
meeting in Li verpool agains t 
pit closures. 

Family support groups 
will now meet regularly. 
Pam Evans , secretary of 
Liverpool Women 's Council 
and partner of Paul Lucox, 
o ne of the Labour Coun­
cillors, will co-ordinate the 
committee, linking up with 
the La bour Party Women 's 
Sections and the LPYS. 

Meetings will take place 
regularl y tc keep families in­
fo rmed of developments and 
news letters 11·ill go out to 
everv fam ilv together with 
legai adv i c~ acd practi cal 
help . A public n:eeting has 
been organised for :he 21 Ju­
ly and i nvited spea l<ers in­
clude Clay Cross coun-:ill ors, 
A nne Sca rgi ll , Bett y 
Heath fie ld and o ther lab0ur 
movement speakers. 

The special in vitation was 
sent to Glenys Kinnock so 
that she can see for hersel f 
wh y the Li ve rpool Cit y 
Council's campaign is so im­
portan t, not just for the 
councillors' families but for 
nery working class family in 
the city. 

A number of ac ti vities 
have also been pla nned in­
cludin g a benefi t co ncert 
wit h top Liverpool groups 
a nd a delegat ion to lobbv 
parlia ment.- Speakers wiil 
a lso be prepared to tra1el t0 
any part of the co unt ry and 
to attend any meeti ngs to ex­
plain the case of Li1erpool 
Labo ur Counci l. 

By Josie Aitman 

Miners face 'riot' charge 
THE CASE of 15 miners , 
charged with riot after the 
picket at Orgreave Coking 
plant last year , is being heard 
at Sheffield Crown Court. 

The mass picket at 
Orgreave was broken up 
when mounted riot police 
charged into the crowds 
wielding batons. 

The prosecution' s evid-
. ence was shown to be false 
on many accounts. Durham 
miner Brian Moreland has 
already been acquitted by the 
trial judge because the ar­
resting officer' s signature on 
the police statement had 
been forged by another of-

ficer . To explain this the ar­
resting officer said that he 
had signed the statement on 
his knee while in a van. 

The Doncaster Coalhouse 
trial is also in progress, 
where miners are again 
charged with riot. Support is 
needed from activists to at­
tend the trial. 

A Yorkshire miner 's 
mother appeals to all labour 
and trade union members to 
' ' be with these miners during 
this time . .. let' s put our ac­
tions into practice this week. 
It is crucial to these miners, 
they need you." 

Thousands marched in Liverpool, 2 9 J une. 

Who audits the auditors? 
WHY HAS no action 
been taken against the 
members of the Audit 
Commission and its 
senior officers? 

Be side s a p po intin g 
Dist rict Auditors to the local 
authoriti es, the Commission 
has power s to p r o vid e 
various " miscellaneous ser­
vices" like " studies to im­
prove economy, promote 
better management " etc . 
U nder the 1982 Act whi ch 
esta b:ished the Commission , 
it has a dut y to "charge the 
body concC'rned su.:h fees .. . 

as will cover the full cost of 
proYiding them ." 

However , when the Com­
mission 's ow n accounts for 
the year ending 31 March 
1984 came under scrutin y o f 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General , it was revealed that 
the commission had " incur­
red a defi cit of £22 ,000 in 
pro viding miscellaneous ser­
vices" . Surely a clear case of 
"loss ca used b y wil f ul 
misconduct?" But the com­
mission did increase it s fees 
in November 1983 . 

Ne1·e rrh eless, says th e 

Com ptroll er, the Commis­
sion " did not monitor the 
costs of miscellaneous ser­
vices against the fees charg­
ed and was th erefore unable 
to ensure th at fees were ade­
quat e . As a res ult , tpe Co m­
mission did not co mply with 
the Sectio n 29(5 ) of th e 
Local Government Finance 
Act 1982." 

Surel y this amounts to 
what a District Aud itor 
would call "a failure to bring 
into account " the necessary 
fees which should have been 
collected? 

Newham trial decision nears 
THE OUTCOME of the 
Newham Seven trial will 
be announced this week. 
The decision of the jury 
will be relea sed on 
Wednesday 10 July after 
Militant has gone to 
press. 

Th e New ham Seve n 
Campaign- in support of 
seven Asians arr e< .ed whil e 
defendin g themselves after 
racist atticks-is keeping up 
it s pi cket to the last day of 
the case. 

A hund re d Ne wh a m 
Seven supporters las t week 
held an an all-night vigil out­
side the Old Bailey in Lon­
d on , where the case is being 
heard . 

The vigil had been agreed 
with the police. But late r in 
th e evening the police arri v­
ed and said the vigil should 
disperse. They said it was 
'disturbing local residents ' ­
yet no one lives in this com­
mercial and business area of 
the cit y! 

P olice then moved in and 
arrest ed 21 people . They 

'oemo t o support New ham 7 , 3 November 1984. 

have most lv been charged 
with obstru-ction, altho~gh 
o ne was c harged with 
·criminal damage' to his eeL 
and another with threatening 
behaviour. The number ar­
rested throughout the cam­
paign is now edging towards 
a hundred . 

• In the H oxton area of 
Hackney, East London , on 
Saturday over a hundred 
a nti- f a scist s counte r­
demonstrated against the 
fascist British National Par­
ty. Whereas the anti -fascists 

(organi si ng at two d ays 
not ice) were mainly local, 
the BNP were bussed in 
from Brighton. On ly 30 or 
so BNP turned up so their 
march was called o ff. They 
held a rally behind rows of 
police. Not only did the BNP 
fuhrer John Tyndall have to 
contend wit h the loud chant s 
of the anti-fascis ts, he was 
even heckled in the meeting 
itself by ten members of the 1 

' rival' National Front. After 
two hours of this they got on 
their coach and went home. 

By Dave Cotterill 

It is under Sections 19 and 
20 of the same 1982 Act tha t 
Distri ct Auditors ha ve 
draconian powers to sur­
charge and disqualify coun­
cillors guilty, in their opi­
nion , of "failure to bring 
items into account" and loss 
or defici ency caused by 
" wilful misconduct" . 

So why, for their clear 
breach of this very same Act , 
have the Audit Commis­
sio ners not been surcha rged 
and disqualified? Who has 
given them immunit y? 

LPYS 
summer 
camp 

WANT A holida)' you won ' t 
forget but don ' t have much 
money? Well don't despair , 
LPYS summer camp is 
almost upon us. 

All you need is a tent , 
sleeping bag, toothbrush , 
and cooking stuff, although 
you can always risk the food 
tent. 

Last year's summer camp 
was so unforgettable that I 
joined the LPYS while I was 

· there. A week with us is 
always enough to convince 
anybody that not only do we 
have solid political 
knowledge but we also know 
how to arrange the holiday 
of a lifetime for next to 
nothing. 

By Laura Kemp 
(London LPYS , 

Regional Commit tee ) 

See advert page six 
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Labour's 'advisors' 
fail to clinch Brecon 
FOR THE Tories, the Brecon and Radnor by-election was 
a disaster. No amount of ta lk about normal mid-term 
anti-government swings can disguise the fact that not since 
1958 in Rochdale has a Tory candidate dropped from first 
to third place in a by-election . 

This result was a verdict on the level of unemployment , 
the cuts in public spending and the collapse of Thatcher's 
economic policy. The splits within the Tory party will now 
inevitably widen as the post-mortem begins. 

Nor for the " junior Tories", the Liberal-SDP Alliance , 
was this the triumph which most press coverage suggests. 
At a time of Conservati ve unpopularity, when the media 
are consciously building up the · Alliance as a safe pro­
capi talist party for disillusioned Tories, this result was 
well below some of their earlier mid-term by-election 
successes. 

The nine per cent increase in Labour 's share of the vote 
was the party's best by-election result fo r 12 years . It 
nevertheless failed to win, despite the most favourable 
conditions , with the Tories more unpopular than ever and 
the Alliance failing to make the spectacular media­
inspired impact that it has done previously. 

This was the first big test of Neil Kinnock ' s " new" ap­
proach to campaigning, in which socialist policies are left 

Editor: Peter Taaffe 
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aside and public relations come to the fore. ·Pollsters, like 
Robert Worcester of MORI who, according to The 
Observer, has become a key figure in the party, help to 
determine policy on the basis of their surveys of what 
voters are concerned about. 

If these MORI surveys are as accurate as their Mirror 
opinion poll the day before this by-election, which claimed 
a Labour lead of 18 per cent, there is little wonder that 
they d idn't help Labour to win. 

Further evidence of this trend within the Labour Par­
ty comes with the announcement that Roy Hattersley is 
being advised on future financial policy by a team which 
includes Dennis Turner of the Midland Bank and Bill 
McKenzie of Price Waterhouse, the accountants, together 
with various academics . Policy formulation is being taken 
further and further away from the democratically elected 
bodies of the part y, into the hands of "experts" from 
the ruling class. 

While taking advice from pollsters and big business 
economists, days before the by-election, Kinnock laun­
ched an attacl< on two of the party's leading elected 
representatives, Arthur Scargill and Tony Benn . He 

.d ismissed their calls for an amnesty for sacked and jai l­
ed miners as a "fantasy". This must have infuriated many 
of the miners who make up a large part o f the Labour 
vote in the southern part of the consti tuency and cannot 
have helped Labour's chances. 

There is nothing "extreme" in demanding that mi ners 
victimi sed by the police, courts a nd the Coal Board in 
the course of striking for the future of their industry 
should be exonerated and reinstated by the next Labour 

Attack on left broadens 
LABOUR MP Martin Flannery 
this week accused Kinnock and 
the Labour leadership of wag­
ing an "internecine war against 
the left". 

Since 1983 it has been Labour Par­
ty Militant supporters who have fac­
ed the brunt of these attacks, wi th ex­
pulsions firstl y of the Militant 
Editorial Board and then local Labour 
Party members in Blackburn, South 
Wales, Nottingham and the Midlands. 
There are further threats to expel Mili­
tant .supporters in Ogmore, South 
Wales (including six members and of­
ficials from St Johns Colliery), Fin­
chley and Faversham . 

Th ere ha ve bee n nume ro u s 
organisational manoeuvres agai nst 
Militant supporters, especially those in 
the Labour Part y Young Socialists, 
nationally and locally. 

As Militant has often warned, Kin­
nock's attacks last week on Arthur 
Scargill and To ny Benn shows the 
anti-Militant campaign is part of a 
generalised attack on the left wing and 
Labour' s socialist policies . 

Kinnock and compan y claim 
socialist ideas fri ghten away voters, 
citing the narrow defeat at Brecon. But 
how do they explain that Labour won 
two seats from the Tori es in Sheffield 
council be-elections o n the same 
day-in the very place Arthur Scargill 
made his speech that is meant to have 
workers leaving Labour in droves. 

The real reason for the leadership' s 
continual attack on Militant and the 
left is because of the predicament they 
know they will face if and when 
Labour wins the next election. In the 
economic chaos left behind by the 
Tories , Labour will have 3. choice­
either transform society along socialist 
lines in order to implement progressive 
policies ; or abandon even the mildest 
of reforms and follow the path of past 
right wing Labour governments in try­
ing to patch up capitalism in collapse. 
Recent speeches by Kinnock and Hat­
tersley show t hey are th inking of the 
latter. 

The leadership want to ' deal with 
the left ' before they get into power . 
After so many long hard years of 
Thatcheri sm workers will not suffer 

the abandonment of Labour 's pm­
gramme lightly-the leadership know 
t:1ey would face intense opposition 
from the labour movement . The left, 
and Militant in particular, would be 
the focu s of that opposition. 

The right wing will be severely 
mistaken if they think they are suc­
ceeding in their attacks on Militant . 
Witch-hunting resolutions have often 
been passed with the help of the ' soft 
left ' who now openly support Kinnock 
and the r ight. 

This also explains how several sit­
ting right wing MPs have been 
reselected , often cited by the press to 
claim Militant is in decline. Yet recent 
events have seen the largest growth in 
support of Marxism e\·er, with mass 
cam paigns led by Militant supporters 
over YTS and Liverpool City Council. 

The ranks of the movement do not 
wa nt a return to disastrous disunity 
and as in the TGWU will reject any 
stepping up of purges. 

By Bob Wade 

Shettlaston 
backs LPYS 

Ban in electricians' union 

e Shettleston Labour Part~· in 
Scotland has condemned the 
Scottish Labour Party executiw 
for their attacks on the LPYS 
and its part in the school stri ke. 
The party reaffirmed its support 
for the Yo uth Trade Union 
Rights Campaign . 

The party went on to di scuss 
the witch-hunt and an amend­
ment moved by the TGWU call­
ing on the Labour Party Na­
tional Executive to adopt the 
same position as the TGWU na­
tionally, was passed unanimous­
ly. 

e Sunderland South Labour 
Party has banned Militant from 
being sold on Labour Party 
premises. The right wing claim­
ed this was in line with the 1983 
conference decision , which is un­
true . The motion was only pass­
ed narrowly (27- 24), although 
many miners and left wing 
delegates were absent. 

After the meeting, a Militant 
seller (standing outside the 
Labour Club) sold out of 
papers. 

THE CONFERENCE of the 
electricians ' union (EETPU) 
has voted to "'t a ke the 
necessary act ion about Mili­
tant in both the union and 
the Labour Party". 

This is a new departure 
which could threaten peo­
ple 's jobs and livel ihoods, as 
m embers of the union, 
because o f their political 
beliefs. The EETPU purge 
resolution is also aimed at 
stifling oppositio n to the 
union 's further shift towards 
becoming a company union. 

Attacks on the left are not 
new. Under former leader 
Frank Chapple (once a Com­
munist P a rt y member), the 
union closed down opposi­
tion branches, including a 
dozen or so in London in re­
cent years, fo rbi dden com­
munication between di f­
ferent branches and barred 
EETPU activists fro m office 
on the slightest pretext . 

The union has pioneered 
' no strike deals' especially 
wit h Japanese compan ies, 
designed to restrain wages . 
Yet such deais aren ' t protec­
ting jobs. ' New technology' 
firm s like Plesseys are shed­
ding jobs. The union has 
also negotiated pri vate 
medical cover for contrac­
ting workers, against a con-

Campaign against the decision by the EETPU leadership to close 
London Central branch which was a focus of opposition to the 
union's right wing policies . Action against Militant is being pro­
posed for the same reason. 

ference de.:ision, at a time of 
N HS C!JtS. 

Shop steward tra ining is 
being pushed to one side at 
its college courses in favour 
of training in new 
technology skills. According 
to the Wall Street Journal 
EETPU general secretary, 
Eric Hammond says: "Wor­
kers should be retrained so 
business can become more 
compet iti ve and if th at 
means cutting manning 
levels so be it ". 

One of the architects of 

the no-strike deals , Wyn 
Bevan , attacked the Beacon 
the EETPU Militant sup­
porters' journal at con­
ference, saying it was "20p 
worth of d ri vel". Sales shot 
up. 

Ran k and file electricians 
will soon tell the leaders 
who' s taiki.ng dri vel, not th e 
Marxists who want a fighting 
uni on but the bureaucrat s 
who think they can help their 
members by playi ng footsie 
with the bosses. 
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government. It is a call widely backed by the wider trade 
union movement as well as in the mining comm.,mities. 

Eric Heffer, however , has warned that the defeat in 
Brecon and Radnor must not "be used by some people 
in the party to open up attacks on individuals or the left 
wing in particular". As Militant has warned, an at­
mosphere of intolerance is being created within the 
Labour P arty which will not stop at th e Marxists who 
support Militant. 

The wors t aspect of Kinnock's a ttack on Scargill is that 
it is the miners ' historic battle which has done more than 
anythiag to swing support back towards Labour. Their 
strike revived the finest traditions of class struggle from 
which th e party was built. Set back on the industrial 
plane , workers are now turning to the political arena to 
get Thatcher out. 

When the Tories, Liberals and the press try to stir up 
hostility towards the miners and their leaders and 
manufacture "public opinion" against them, it is the duty 
of every Labour representative not to join in the abuse, 
but to spring to their de fen ce and explain the great debt 
that all workers owe to the miners . 

If the Labour leaders fo ught wi th the spirit of the 
miners and harnessed that to a programme of socialist 
measures which alone can curt the ills of Britain 's 
economy, then by-elections like thi s would be a walk-0\·er 
for l a bour an d the path wo uld be cleared for a massi\·e 
\·ictory a t the genera l electio n . 

TGWU leaders' 
statement calls 
for unity 

WE print below the statement by the 
Executive Council of the Transport 
and General Workers' ·union against 
witch-hunts which was carried at the 
union's conference. 
TH E GENERAL Executive 

Council wishes to state its total 
opposition to bans, proscrip­
tions and witch-hunts within our 
ranks against an~· officer or 
member because of their connec­
tion with organisations or fac-. 
tions with which we happen to 
disagree . ~e,·er again do we 
want to return to that period in 
the union' s history when in­
di,·iduals were barred from of­
fice. not because they lacked 
ability. but because they were 
associated with particular 
political groups. 

The Cold War atmosphere 
was allowed to grip the union 
with division . strain and suspi­
cion. Those days. thank fully. 
are well behind us and it "ould 
be a tragedy for the union and 
the whole labour monment if 
the~· were allowed to return. 

·we han our rule book . and 
within it we have at our di sposa l 
all the necessary procedures for 
dealing with instances of per­
sonal misconduct or violation of 
the union "s rules. Disciplinary 
action m a~ onJ~· be taken against 
an office or member if they are 
in breach of the rule book. We 
are proud of our democratic 
constitutiOn which allows the 
full participation of all o ur 
members. regardless of their per· 
so nal political persuasion. 

Because of our pride in o ur 
rules. the General Executive 
Co uncil does, of course. vie" 
with concern attempts to use 
unofficial and unconstitutional 
channels for conducting business 
within the union and strongly 
appeals to all members to 
honour our agreed constitu­
tional and democratic 
procedures. 

It is imperative, in the . in­
terests of unity and collective 
discipline that our constitution 
is maintained , as agreed by our 
own membership . It is in the in­
terests of outside organisations 
that our constitution is subjected 
to interference by the govern­
ments and the law courts. and 
we must stand united in its 
defence. 

The General Executin Coun­
cil also views with concern the 
activity of certain factions "M thin 
the Labour Party. The Labour 
Party, of course, has its own 

George Wright. Welsh regional 
secretary , who pushed for a 
witch-hunt . 
co nstitution and procedures, in 
which we participate as its 
largest affiliate. But while the 
Executin recognises th at. from 
time to time. the party requires 
to im·oke its rules to di sc iplin e 
groups or indi>·iduals. it does not 
belien th at ba ns and proscrip­
ti ons are in the interests of the 
pa rt y or the movement as a 
whole . 

The General Executi>e Coun­
cil would wish conference to en­
dorse its , ·iew th at the essentia l 
principles of natural justice and 
free debate must be upheld at all 
times . We ca nn o t use ad­
minist ra ti ve means to fight the 
battl e of ideas . O ur weapons 
must be argument. persuasion 
and integrity . Our troops must 
be our own members. We must 
encourage many more of our 
members to join the Labou r 
Partv, to make their ,-iews heard 
in th~ local parties. to participate 
in the party' s actiYities and cam­
paign s and to form the 
backbone of its organisation. 

The Labour Party is more 
united that it has been fo r a 
decade. We must build on tha t 
unity and strength. in the party 
and the union and not be temp­
ted to turn inward on ourselns 
in the false hope ihat the bann­
ing of individuals wiU cure an~· 

of our difficulties. 
Finall~· , the General Executhe 

Council calls on conference to 
confirm our collective obligation 
to uphold the rule book, firm 
opposition to witch-bunting of 
individuals or organisations, and 
a strong belief that only by 
maintaining maximum unity can 
be achieve our common purpose 
to return a Labour government.' 
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The eleven councillors who defied Tory laws 

When Clay Cross took on 
the Tories 
IN THE early 1970s the village of Clay Cross in 
Derbyshire, led by a Labour Council, became a 
symbol of opposition to the Tory government's 
anti-working-class laws. 

There are many 
similarities, and impor­
tant differences with the 
battle now being faced by 
Liverpool City Council. 

In 1972 the Tories in­
troduced the Housing 
Finance Act, which they mis­
labelled the 'Fair Rents Act' 
whic!'! put £1 a week on the 
rent for council tenants. 
Clay Cross councillors refus­
ed to implement this legisla­
tion and came into conflict 
with the government and the 
law. 

The Labour Party had 
gained control of Clay Cross 
council in the 1960's. Up to 
the 1970's they had control 
of all 11 seats-10007o 
representation. During that 
time they carried out p~licies 
that they were elected upon. 

They completed the slum 
clearance programme and 
built new houses. Their 
housing programme 
emulated on a national scale 
would have created 800,000 
houses . They municipalised 
300 houses, gave free TV 
licenses to pensioners , avoid­
ed pay control legislation, 
and gave above the normal 
pay rises to their workers. 

When 'Thatcher the Milk 
Snatcher' took away free 
school milk for juniors, Clay 
Cross introduced a penny 
rate , increased the coun­
cillors' allowances and then 
used these monies to provide 
free school milk . 

District auditor 

The Tories first tactic in 
Clay Cross was to use the 
District Auditor again st the 
council. A Housi~g Com­
missioner was sent in to take 
over the running of the 
Housing Department. Next 
they surcharged and banned 
the councillors from office. 
Finally the 11 councillors 
were bankrupted by the 
court. Even so the Housing 
Commissioner ivlr Ski!!':: 
ington failed for over six 
months to collect a single 
pound of the increased r;nt 
because of the support for 
the council 's stand in the 
community. 

There was enormous sup-

By Dave Cotterill 

port in the labour movement 
for their principled stand . 
Resolutions passed at 
Labour Party conference 
had agreed "That upon the 
election of a Labour govern­
ment, all penalties, financial 
or otherwise, should be 
removed retrospectively 
from councillors." 

But in power, Harold 
Wilson , the Prime Minister, 
openly opposed Labour Par­
ty policy , declaring; "The 
law of the land, however un­
fair, however oppressive 
must be obeyed until it is 
repealed." Anthony 
Crosland , the Environment 
Secretary, refused to sack 
the commissioner and also 
demanded that the council 
obey the law as defined 
under the Tory Housing 
Finance Act. 

In 1972 Robert Carr, Tory 
Home Secretary had 
declared that "Moral obliga­
tions were more important 
than legal responsibilities" . 
Both Clay Cross, and now 
Liverpool councillors based 
their case precisely on this 
issue. Democratically elected 
on clear socialist policies 
they have h 'moral obliga­
tion' to the working class. 

But this arg;1ment had no 
effect on the High Court 
judges who unbelievably 
turned down an appeal on 
the basis that the councillors 
had given electOL' false 
pledges they knew they could 
not carry out. This \vas a 
direct political judgement by 
the court. 

Clay Cross councillors 
were left in the lurch by 
the leaders of the labour 
movement. Today all but 
one councillor are still 
'bankrupt' and banned from 
office . Yet even though the 
councillors were re;;-oved, 
the by-elections that follow­
ed resulted in a 71 f!Jo turnout 
and the return of ten Labour 
councillors. 

The Labour Council in 
Liverpool today faces similar 
issues to Clay Cross , but the 
differences are considerable. 

Despite the determination 
of Clay Cross councillors, 

this community of 10,000 
with a Labour Party of only 
120 members, could not hold 
off the onslaught from the 
law and government . Liver­
pool with a population of 
half a million, is backed by 

-~ 

a campaign involving 
thousands of activists, coun- ~ 
cil and private sector trade ~ 
unions, and pledges of sup­
port fwm local authority ~ 
workers in the rest of the 3 
country. Cll 

The crisis of capitalism is ~· 
now much more severe. The ,:::: 
miners' strike has radicalis- ~ 
ed large sections of the work- = 
ing class, and Liverpool by -
its socialist stand will attract 
support throughout Britain 
and internationally. 

The Tories, confined by 
the economic straitjacket, 
are determined to break the 
will of Liverpool in an at­
tempt to crush all opposition 
from Labour councils . 

David Skinner, one of the 
leading Clay Cross coun­
cillors recently said: "The 
right decision has been made 
in Liverpool- as long as 
local authority workers are 
fully behind these decisions 
they just cannot lose." 

But equally important will 
be th<> backing from workers 
throughout the country and 
especially from the trade 
unions and ihe Labour Par­
ty leaders. A repeat perfor­
mance by Labou; leaders, in 
dumping Clay Cro~s coun­
cillors, must not be allowed 
to happen. Any Liverpool 
councillors surcharged or 
disqualified must get a full 
amnesty from the next 
Labour government. 

Above: Clay Cross councillors demonstrating outside Law Courts 
during their appeal against surcharge. 
Below: Young Socialists support Liverpool City council's battle 
today on demonstration on 29 June. 

Young homeless organise against lodgings law 
NINE YOUNG people in 
Oxford have occupied an 
empty house owned by 
the Ministry of Defence 
after being made home­
less as a result of the new 
Tory government board 
and lodgings regulations . 

The nine have o rganised a 
gro up known as Homeless 
against Social Securitv Lodg­
i;gs Limit s (HASSL L) , t-o 
win suppo rt tor their cause . 

Thev o.::cupied the e;npt y 
house. \vhich is next to 
DHSS offices, and then con­
• acted the counci l. the media 
a nd their local \ •lP for 
suppor t. 

O ne o f the grou p 's 
organi sers said: ·' We are 
prepared to pay rent , bills 
and keep the house clean and 

repaired, but Tory and 
Labour councillors alike 
equate homeless youth with 
trouble. We went to see a 
Tory councillor but she told 
us to go back to our mothers 
and then tried to run us 

· over.' ' 

Fight back 
Four of the group joi ned 

Oxford East Labour Pa n v 
Young Socialists fo r the 
demonstration in Liverpool 
called by the LPYS and the 
Yo uth Trade Union Rights 
Ca mpaign (YTURC) which 
" ·as demanding 'jobs for 
yo uth'. 

Any voung homeless oeo­
ple who ar~ interested in 
jo ining HASSLL should 

contact HASSLL, 2 Marston 
Rd , Oxford. 

By Clive Jones 
and Paul Brunker 

(Oxford East LPYSl 

Eviction 
leads to 
suicide 

MICHAEL BALL , 24 , of 
Luton was found hanging 
from a tree after being f~rc':: 
ed om of h is bed a nd 

breakfast home under the 
new DHSS board and lodg­
ings regulations . 

His mother has written to 
Margaret Thatcher saying 
the law could cause more 
tragedies in the town. "I am 
writing to you as one mother 
to another" she wrote, "he 
is dead now and nothing will 
bring him back . But ~ust 
other parents suffer my 
agony in the future? This law 
treats people as pounds and 
pence and not as human be­
ings. I am worried that some 
other youngsters .::ould die." 

A n inquest heard that 
:.. Iichael had been onlv occa­
sio nally employed in the last 
five years and had made his 
home in bed and breakfast 
hotels. He left his home after 

the DHSS warned that his 
benefit would be cut. He 
believed that rent payments 
to his mother , an in valid, 
would also be cut if he mov­
ed in with her. 

After spending two weeks 
with his sister 's family, he 
killed himself o n 30 May. 
The new law affects able­
b0died unemplo yed people 
uncer 26 with no depen­
dant >; their rent is cut a fter 
28 days unless they find 
work or make a new home in 
another area. 

20 young jobless in vaded 
Luton Town Ha ll thi , \\eek 
to demonst rate against the 
new regulations. 

By Jim Carroll 
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. Gonion Bennett 
writes-

TOM KING, the Employ­
ment Secretary has been 
valiantly attempting to score 
Brownie points with the 
Leader by pointing to 
various statistics to prove his 
'success' in fighting the 
'evils' of industrial action. 

Now I wouldn't dream of 
accusing Mr King of being a 
stranger to Truth- let's just 
say that they're not on 
speaking terms. He's claim­
ed that the figures for 
the number of strikes in the 
first five months of this year 
are the lowest since 1936. Of 
course if you count the 
miners' strike as one then 
he's probably right. 

A quick look at the 
number of days lost through 
strikes shows that January 
this year exceeded all the 
days lost in the period 
January to May 1983. Even 
without the miners' strike, 
the number of days lost in 
each month from January to 
May 1985 is still higher than 
those lost in the same period 
in 1983. 1984 figures were 
higher than both this year 
and 1983. 

Tom boasted that the 
government had done a 
''pretty good job on the 
senseless, ill-thought out 
kind of strikes'', which 
presumably means that the 
unions will have to concen­
trate on sensible, well­
thought out kinds of strikes. 

Anyway, Maggie wasn't 
impressed and after a good 
verbal kicking from the 
Leader, King has come out 
with all sorts of new ideas 
for legislation. He wants to 
ban strikes in essential ser­
vices, make further attacks 
on the closed shop and "give 
greater rights to union 
members". 

The sort of 'rights' that 
he's talking about are more 
rights for scabs. Not content 
with interfering in the inter­
nal democracy of the unions, 
the Tories now want to 
protect scabs from any 
disciplinary action that may 
be taken against them. So 
even if a ballot on strike ac­
tion has produced a 99 per 
cent majority in favour, they 
want to make sure that the 

. poor little scabs don't lose 
any pocket money. 

Similarly with the closed 
shop. If a group of workers 
have complied with the 
legislation and won against 
the heavily stacked condi­
tions of the Act , then thn 
still want to give the 'right' 
to the minority of free­
loaders to refuse to belong to 
the union. 

The Tories won't be hap­
PY until the funds of every 
union are in the hands of the 
Receiver: union leaders are 
elected every Sunday by the 
editors of the colour sup­
plements; all scabs get paid 
by the employer and the 
union and get on the Birth­
day Honours List: and clos­
ed shops are illegal unless 
every single worker in a 
workplace plus their next 
door neighbours have voted 
for them. 

If you give the Tories an 
inch they'll take a mile . We 
can't afford to co-operate 
with Tory laws. 
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JUST TWO weeks to 
go to make sure we 
reach our target. We 
need record collections 
and fund raising in 
every area. 

fi~HTING This week: 
£2,813 

Many readers have 
already promised to raise £20 
simply by asking everyone 
they know for a donation. 
Ask friends in your Labour 
Party or trade union branch 
or collect money at work, 
school or college . 

Supporters in Labour Par­
ty wards are determined to 
show their backing through 
collections like that at Crox­
ford ward party £5 and 
Wallsend Labour Party day 
school £8. Tuebrook ward 
members collected £15 on an 
appeal sheet. LPYS branches 
have also sent us money, like 
the £3 from Stafford (part of 
a regular collection) and 
£21.69 from a collection 
·after a Gillingham YS 
meeting. 

All donations represent 
tremendous sacrifices, from 
the £100 from Allan and An­
drea Stripp of Peckham YS 
to the lOp from a single 
parent in Coventry or the 
pensioner in Uxbridge who 
gave 85p or Baza (an OAP 
from Cannock) who gave 
£2.50 . 

On the March for Real 
Jobs in Liverpool, one 
reader collected £36.06 sell­
ing stickers. An Ealing com­
rade raised £10 .35 and a 
reader in Southwark raised 
£8.80. 

Many areas raised money 
on coaches to the march , 

CLASSIFIED: 15p per word, 
minimum 1 0 words·. 
SEMI-DISPLAY : £2 per col· 
umn centimetre . Three weeks 
for the price of two. Militant 
meeting ads free . 
All advertisement copy should 
reach this office by Saturday . 

SALEP BADGES: 25p each. 
20 or more 18p each . 100 or 
more 13p each from : 
" Badges", 1 Park Lodge, Park 
Avenue, Manchester , 
M 1 9 2EE. Cheques/POs to 
'SALEP' . 

WHAT Militant stands for: 
Supplies of Militant no 754, 
with centre-page feature on 
" What Militant Stands For" 
are still available . For bu lk 
orders contact: Circulation 
Department, 3- 1 3 Hepscott 
Road, London E9 5HB. 

WANTED: A copy of Kin­
neck's speech : John Mackin­
tosh Memorial Lecture . June 
1983. Both versions if poss i­
ble . Ring : Cullingworth 
272436 . 

fUND 

selling food , (£5 the Pot­
teries) or organising a raffle 
(£9.61 towards the Northern 
area's target). Comrades 
could raise £20 just by sell­
ing raffle tickets . So far Staf­
fordshire readers are leading 
the way with 82 books sold . 

This week money has 
come from a Hammersmith 
'Curry' night £33; sponsored 
typing in Broadgreen £4.15; 
a Lancashire half marathon 
£16.10; a Leamington barbe­
que raised £16.77; a disco in 

CASSETTE TAPES with two 
issues of Militant (one each 
side). Available fortnightly . 
£3.50 per quarter, £13 for 
year. 

Now available on cassette: 
all centre-page articles from 
issue 730-755. Send either 
seven blank C-90 cassettes or 
£6.30 payable to Militant 
Tapes, 18 Blandford Grove , 
Woodhouse , Leeds 2. Phone: 
(0532) 455936. 

DEFEND SALEP against 
Labour Party proscription! Buy 
a SALEP T-sh irt ! £3 & 
postage . Also still available: 
SALEP bulletin with NUM 
member Ray Jones report on 
his visit to SA NUM. 20p & 
13p postage. Available from: 
Sou the rn African Labour 
Education Project (SALEPL 28 
Martello Street , London E8 . 
Phone : 01·241 0434. 

"LIVERPOOL MILITANT 
Labour" badge " Black and 
white youth unite" badge with 
red Militant logo, 25p each 
plus 25p minimum p&p. FF 
cheques payable toP Cooper, 
31 Balmoral Road , Fairfie ld , 
Liverpool , L6 8NB. 

Marxist Weekend School 1985 
London 14/1 5 September 

Courses on : Marxist philosophy, Marxist economics, the 
Russ ian revolution, Marxism and the state , black workers 
and the strugg le fo r s ocialism , the co lonial revolut ion , the 
trad e un ions-the 1920s and t oday , the lessons of 
popular frontism , w omen and the struggle for socialism. · 

Plus a rally/debate o n S aturday and disco . Professional· 
ly run creche . Put the date in your diary and make your 
transport p lans now! 

Only £7 (£5 unwaged) . Book now! Cheques to: "M arx­
ist Weekend School" 3-13 Hepscott Road, London E9 . 

O I would like to register for the course on _ _ __ _ 
at the Marxist weekend school (reading guides will be 
sent out from July). 

0 I will need accommodation. (bring a sleeping bag) for 
Friday/Saturday night(s). 

O I will require the c reche for the following children 
(name(s) and age(s)) ______ ____ _ 

Name .. . .. ... . 

Address . ..... . 

Target date 
31 July 

Blackburn and many others. 
It's easy raising money for 

our fund and good fun too! 
There's no time to waste 
though, rush your money in 
now and help us reach the 
£70,000! 

By Ruth Campbell 

OTHER DO NA TIO NS 
INCLUDE 

Grimsby Readers' meeting 
£59.32; FJien Coady, Kingsbury 
94p; British Gas Easington col-

Meetings 
MILITANT WOMEN ' S 
Weekend schools. South 
10-11 August, North 31 
August-1 September. Agenda: 
The family , Internationalism 
(workshops on South 
America. and Northern Ireland) 
Transitional Programme and 
Stalinism. Venue to be 
announced. 

SHEFFIELD : ' Socia lists 
Against the Witch-hunt ', 
Tuesday 16 July , 7.30pm, 
Frechville Open Door Centre , 
Birley Moor Road , Frechville . 

DEAL soc ia list discussion 
group meets on Mondays 
throughout July at 8 .00pm, at 
the Landmark Centre , High 
Street, Deal , Kent. Subjects in­
clude: " What is socialism" 
and "History of the Labour 
Party". For further details ring 
(0303) 43541 . 

Target 
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1950 
11 00 
1100 
265 0 
6200 
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3 000 
3800 
5 000 
2 150 
245 0 
215 0 
435 0 
59 5 0 
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lection £13.87; Security depot, 
Liverpool £5.38; ~ Brooke, Hull 
£3; Karen de Soysa £1.20; £5 
from Miss A Wilson; £1.25 Mr 
Oakham, Leicestershire; A 
Dabowski 7Sp Coventry SE 
CLP; J Shepherd, £1; K Brown, 
Ashington £1; K Richardson, 
Ashington NUM £1; Graham 
Alien sent in £1 ; Clem Dobson, 
Wigan TGWU £1; Notts Miners 
extras £1.50; Steve CoUins, Can­
nock, NUM Power Group £1; 
Mike Beckett, Ealing SOp; Oliver 
Craxton, Hayes 47p; Clifton 
Graham, Lewishar.: :ouncillor 
£2. 

HARROW Militant Marxist 
Discussion Group . Monday 22 
July, The State; Monday 5 
August , Northern Ireland ; 
Monday 2 September , The 
Communist Manifesto. 

All at 11 am at 172a Kenton 
Road , Kenton , near Kenton BR 
station. 

BRISTOL EAST Marxist 
discussion group: 'What Mili­
tant stands for' , 18 July , 
7.30pm. Details ring: (0272) 
656591. 

BRACKNELL: Militant public 
meeting , Monday 22 Jul y, 
7 .30 pm , Cupid~ Hill Youth 
Centre , Bracknell : " Support 
Liverpool Council". Speaker: 
Jeremy Birch. 

Militant badges- " No vic­
timisation, reinstate the sack­
ed miners" . Cost 1 p each + 
50p post and packing. Sell for 
donation for fight ing fund . 

POSTERS - Marx, Lenin, Trotsky and Connolly. Cost 50p each. 
Bulk orders of 10 or more 25p each. Please add 50p p&p. 

GET 

AS TEMPERA TU RES 
soar, so too can sales of 
Militant on the streets and 
at all the summer 
festivals, shows and open 
air concerts. Militant 
sellers have been covering 
Bruce Springsteen con­
certs. Over 30 were sold 
outside the Leeds concert. 
In London 100 papers 
were sold at the GLC's 
free Jobs for a Change 
festival. 

Edinburgh sellers have 
just started the first ever 
door to door sale aound Ox­
gangs council housing 
scheme. Already an 
engineering worker wants a 
regular copy, and a newly 
graduated student wants 
more discussions about Mili­
tant's ideas. 

In Edinburgh too 12 
copies of Militant's special 
Liverpool broadsheet were 
sold last week outside the 
housing office. Take this 
broadsheet down to council 
depots and union meetings in 
every area. Council workers 
will be eager to read about 
the Liverpool struggle. 

Story of the week comes 
from Richard Finnegan of 
South London. "We were 
selling outside a railway 
depot, when a train that pull­
ed out of the station, full of 
passengers, stopped. The 
driver jumped out, ran over, 
reached over the fence and 
paid SOp for a Militant. He 
then went back to his cab 
and pulled off". 

A free one month 
subscription for a (true) sell­
ing story to beat that. 

Marxist Daily Building Fund 

Eastern 
East Midlands 
Humberside 
London NE 
London NW 
London SE 
London SW 
Lancashire 
Manchester 
Merseyside 
Northern 

£ 

2781 Scotland East 
3204 Scotland West 
1 61 0 Southern 
3197 South West 
3991 Wales East 
2091 Wales West 
2184 West Midlands 

5 61 Yorkshire 
2552 National 
5085 
3096 Total 

£ 

2238 
2546 
3917 

867 
1916 
1453 
1959 
1544 
1302 

48093 

This week: 
£421 

despite being unemployed 
and having a fami ly, has 
brought his donation up 
to a total of £52. Other 
donations include £80 
from a Newham com ­
rade, £125 from North 
Tyneside comrades , £I 0 
fr.o m S Kenny and £50 
from J Merrill. 

THIS WEEK donations 
have come from many 
areas. M Page in the East 
Midlands sent £20, the 
first instalment of a 
week's income. Chris 
Todd from Scunthorpe, 

Make sure that your 
area adds to the total next 
week and send us a dona­
tion now. 

LPYS Summer Camp 1985 

Saturday 27 J uly- Saturday 3 August 
Bracelands Campsite , Christchurch , nr Coleford . 

(Forest of Dean), Gloucestershire . 

A brilliant week of sunshine, politics , sport and lots more . 

£30 for a week (half price for children 3- 12). All -in 
" family price" £75 . Brochure . leaflets and booking form 
from, Labour Party Young Social ists , Andy Bevan , 150 
Walworth Road , London SE1 7 1 JT . 

Militant!NSSP public meeting 
Sri Lanka - Workers fightback against repression 

L---- Sp)_!e~a~k~e~r.§.s.:_: .::::.================ 
- Dave Nellist MP 
- Vasudeva Nannayakkara , 

leading member of NSSP, recently released from prison 
- Tamil speaker with eye-witness account of events 

in Jaffna 

At: Conway Hall (nearest tube - Holborn ) 
Friday 26 July , 7 . 1 5pm . 

·South Wales Summer Camp~ 
THIS YEAR'S Militant Summer Camp has an international 
theme, with talks planned on Britain, Chile, South Africa, 
Northern Ireland and Marxism and the Labour Party. 

What better way to spend your August Bank Holiday 
than at the Gower Peninsula. Price is still £ 1 2. 50 per 
adult and £2.50 child {5 /1 5 years). Because of the ever 
increasing numbers attending the camp, we will be 
operating on a strict first come, first serve basis. BE SURE 
to send your bookings early to Roy Davies, 1 8 1 Hanover 
Street, Swansea-Telephone Swansea 463623 . 

I 

• 



Mass picket at Monktonhall colliery, Midlothian,, in January. 

MacGregor 'justice' 
Justice ofthe Peace, rather 
than a Sheriff. Although I 
have never been in trouble 
before in my life and have 
no previous convictions, I 
was fined £100. 

pleasant feeling to be used 
as a punchbag. I might 
have suffered serious in­
jury had it not been for the 
intervention of a bystander 
who held him back long 
enough for me to scarper. BENNY MOOHAN, sac­

ked miner from Monk­
tonhall tells how he was 
arrested on a picket line 
and charged with the 
minor offence of 'brea­
ch of the peace' -it cost 
him his job: 

On 19 June 1984, I at­
tended the back-shift 
picket at Bilston Glen col­
liery in Midlothian . The 
police had lined up across 
the main road, blocking it 
off to traffic and holding us 
some distance from the 
gates. 

I was standing in front of 
the police lines chatting 
with a fellow picket when 
the lads decided that they 
had had enough of being 
penned in like sheep and 
that they wanted to under­
take their lawful right to 
approach miners returning 
to work to explain why 
they should remain loyal to 
the strike. 

The police, however, 
were in no mood to budge 
and tempers began to flare 
as the lads got more and 
more frustrated. Without 
warning some of the lads 

at the back began to push 
forward and I was unll!cky 
enough to be pushed 
against the line of boys in 
blue. A constable grabbed 
me and dragged me 
through their lines. After 
1 2 V. hours in the cells, I 
was told I had been charg­
ed with committing a 
breach of the peace. 

A month later I received 
a summons to appear in 
the Sheriff Court in Edin­
burgh. Minor charges such 
as breach of the peace are 
normally dealt with in the 
local district court before a 

Later in the dispute, in 
January 1985, I was ap­
proached by a super-scab 
in the local chip shop. He 
started swearing at me and 
accusing me of all kinds of 
crimes, including in­
timidating scabs. Before I 
could offer any verbal 
defence and without any 
opportunity for a 5ft 
5 V. ins weed like me to of­
fer any physical resistance, 
this 6ft-plus man mountain 
started to punch me up and 
down the premises. 

He appeared in the 
District Court on 22 May, 
pleaded guilty and was fin ­
ed a mere £ 1 0. He is still 
working at Monktonhall 
colliery and yet I received 
a small message from the 
colliery manager on 14 
February (St Valentine's 
day) informing me I had 
been sacked for gross in­
dustrial misconduct. That's 
justice MacGregor style. 

By Benny Moohan 

Songs 
for the 

• m1ners 
A COLLECTION of songs 
has been put together on an 
LP by musicians and enter­
tainers from the North East, 
including Ewan McColl, and 
the 'Country Pickets' who 
performed in support of the 
miners in their fight to de­
fend the pits. 
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lt is not a particularly 

The record includes a wide 
variety of styles and the pro­
ceeds will go towards the 
amnesty campaign for sack­
ed miners and women's sup­
port groups. All those who 
took part did so for free. The 
record can be obtained from 
"Whiclt Side Records' , 23 
Brighton Grove, Newcastle­
upon-Tyne, NE4 SNS and 
costs £5 including post and 
packing. 

Demonstrators wave over wall of Cardiff prison during protest at jailing of Dean Hancock and Russell Shankland, given life sentences 
after being charged with murder of taxi driver David Wilkie during the strike. 

Gutter tactics over suicide case 
TRAGICALLY ON Thursday 20 
June , Willie Peacock, a miner at 
Monktonhall was found dead in his 
home at Newtongrange, near Edin­
burgh. He had committed suicide by 
hanging himself. 

The National Coal Board and their 
friend s in the media decided to use his 
death as another tool in the campaign 
against the miners. The Daily Record, 
Scotland' s so-called Labour paper, 
showed its true colours, commenting: 
"Willie was always getting phone calls 
telling him he was a scabbing bastard. 
Men would urinate in his jacket and 
piece-box." It attributes the death to 
3 hate campaign conducted because he 
1ad returned to work in November 
before the strike ended. 

Because of this article and as a mark 
of respect to the man, Monktonhall 
miners staged a 24-hour protest strike 
on Monday 24 June. The strike was 
almost solid with under 50 men work­
ing, despite the fact that around 500 
had returned to work before the end 
of the year long strike. 

Admittedly there is a lot of bit­
terness towards men who returned to 

work during the stike, but there is no 
organised hate campaign as the media 
tried to imply. 

Worked alone 
Willie Peacock worked in the skip 

pocket, checking the loading of the 
coal onto the skips. Once he reached 
his place of work he would see hardl y 
anybody all day. 

Apart from this, all the men he 
would see, and all of those wor king 
near him , returned to work before the 
strike ended as well . He would have 
his piece on his own at his place of 
work because the skips go up and 
down the shaft all day. He is not 
allowed to leave his workplace. 

It might be true that Willie Peacock 
felt some !Wilt about returning to work 
which co~tributed to his suicide . It is 
also true that a lot of men would not 
be speaking to Willie because he 
returned to work. But the responsibili­
ty for this must lie at the feet of the 
Tories and their system . 

The miners' strike was in defence of 
the basic necessities of life-jobs and 

communities. The Tories forced the 
miners to go on strike for a year in 
defence of these two basic things. 

During that year any miner who 
returned tc work was seen to be deser­
ting their class . The divisions the 
Tories created will take years to heal. 
The blame lies with them . 

Also , contributing to the miner's 
death could be the deliberate pressures 
the management at Monktonhall are 
putting on the men. There is a con­
scious attempt to keep the men divid­
ed . One shift is all strikers, one all men 
who returned before the strike ended 
and the other a mixture. 

The NCB have torn up agreements 
going back 20 years when the pit first 
opened. Every man has the threat of 
the sack hanging over his head every 
moment down the pit. Until about a 
fortnight ago there were no safety 
meetings taking place. 

What changed this? The death of 
Gerry Morrison, 24, killed down the 
pit in an accident. As if that isn't bad 
enough, when the buses turned up to 
take the men to Gerry's funeral the 
manager refused them entry to the pit. 

Because of pressure he later reversed 
that decision. 

The one-day protest strike showed 
that all the men in the pit regret the 
suicide of Willie Peacock. They united 
to say to the NCB, the Tories and the 
horrible gutter press that his death was 
not our fault but yours. 

United action 
Although the men who returned and 

the strikers will never get back together 
socia;Jy for a long time to come there 
is a grvwing realisation of the need for 
united action to defend conditions 
down the pit. 

The NCB and their dictatorial tac­
tics might have the upper hand at the 
moment, but they are paving the way 
for a new explosion in the pits and 
mining communities. This will take the 
form of united action against That­
cher, the Tories and their puppets 
within the National Coal Board . 

By Alex Shanks 
( Monktonhall SCEBT A 

Youth Delegate) 
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Miners 
angry as 
MP is 
fined 

WEARMOUTH miners 
and their families reacted 
with disgust and anger to 
a local news bulletin 
which claimed that Bob 
Clay, Labour MP for 
Sunderland North, "led a 
group of 500 men against 
a 'twenty' strong police 
cordon on the day the 
miners returned to 
work''. 

The news bulletin follow­
ed a guilty verdict by 
Sunderland magistrates 
against the MP who was fin­
ed £100 with a further £100 
costs . 

Mr Clay was one of six 
people, including two 
women, who were arrested 
outside the colliery gates 
when police attempted to 
prevent the striking miners 
returning to work. 

In all six cases onlv one, 
miner Bob Liddle, has been 
acquitted even though the 
defence evidence, which in­
cluded many witnesses and 
photographs by onlookers 
and local press, clearly 
demolished the police cases 
against the other five. 

Bob Clay, who is con­
sidering an appeal, told local 
reporters afterwards: "The 
decision is utterly unfair . .. I 
have a!wavs known I'm in­
nocent. 0~ the basis of the 
evidence I thought my own 
account was proved." 

Already police chiefs have 
blocked many calls by 
Labour councillors and 
police watch groups for a 
full inquiry into the whole 
incident. Many people 
suspect the reason for this is 
because video recordings by 
Channel 4 and private users 
will not only prove the total 
innocence of all those ar­
rested but will show that the 
police were actually the guil­
ty ones. 

One of those arrested, 
Militant supporter Bob 
Harker from Gateshead 
East, is still refusing to pay 
a fine of over £100 and , 
though threatened with a jail 
sent;nce after a 21-day 
period to do so (which has 
long si nce passed) , has not 
been re-arrested. 

Speaking from his home 
Bob said that the news 
bulletin was " out and out 
lies". He went on: "At the 
time the media claimed there 

. were 500 on the march 
altogether, now they say 500 
men attacked the police so 
what about all the women 
and children? 

"In truth there was well 
over 1,000 on the march but 
it just goes to show what the 
media is like. They hal ve the 
figures for propaganda pur­
poses on the day of the 
return to work and now they 
double them back to their 
correct count in order 10 get 
away with the claim that 500 
men surged against the 
police!" 

Bob wishes to thank all 
those Lumrades who sent let­
ters of support from as far 
away as Hastings and Col­
eraine in Northern Ireland . 

By Kevin Miles 
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THE DURHAM Miners' Gala meets at a testing time for the union and miners 
throughout the country. The disclosure of the NCB's draconian new plans for 
pit closures means that new battles will be inevitable. Already miners in most 
areas are fighting closures and the NCB's hard-line approach. In this special 
feature KEVIN MILES talks to miners and their supporters in the Durham Area 
about the issues and strategy for success in defending jobs and communities. 

THE LESSONS of the strike 
are being absorbed in the · 
Durham NUM. The imminent 
elections following the retire­
ment of the area officials pre­
sent an opportunity to rebuild 
the union on the experience 
of the past 18 months. Mili­
tant asked Dave Hopper, 
secretary of Monkwearmouth 
Lodge and a leading left ac­
tivist in the Durham NUM his 
views on the future of the 
area: 
Q: What has been the effect of the 
strike on activity in the union? 
A: Obviously , our strike, by its 
very length and nature had to have 
an effect on the union. l '\'e noti c­
ed in particular a real politicisation 
of the younger miners . 

We've found that quite a lot 
have kept attending meetings and 
have a greater awareness of the 
union. They are also now looking 
for more education . 

We must make a big effort to 
channel more resources into the 
education side of the union-more 
weekend schools, encouraging ap­
plications for day release courses, 
maintaining our current summer 
and autumn schools, if possible in­
creasing the finance available for 
educating and trainjng the younger 
lads. 

We need to have young lads 
equipped to handle the NCB-they 
spent enough training management. 
Q:What role do you see for youth 
committees for developing the 
younger lads' participation? 
A : In the past year there have been 
moves for youth reps, and I think 
that youth reps and youth commit­
tees can only be advantageous to 
the union . 

They would be an excellent 
method of giving the young lads ex­
perience. I would add- that youth 
reps and committees must be given 
full voting rights and the power to 
participate in the union. The first 

Dave Hopper 

priority must be democracy. 
Q: What do you see as the most im­
portant issues facing the NUM in 
Durham? 
A : The first must be pit closures. 
That 's what .the strike was about. 
Though obviously in the short-term 
their attack may have been blunted, 
the Tories will come back for as 
many pits -as possible before the 
next election, even though they are 
already alienating people . 

I believe that at the next election, 
they will be replaced by a Labour 
government, and we must ensure 
they implement a new plan for coal 
to defend the mining industry. 

We must also strive as hard as 
possible to improve hea!th and 
safety conditions, bearing in mind 
that we are saddled with a divisive 
incentive scheme which is very 
detrimental to the health and safe­
ty of the membership . 

It is also very important to 
achieve what has been the aim of 
the NUM since nationalisation­
one union for the mining industry. 

It's been proved how detrimen­
tal fragmentation is, and I think it's 
vital that we campaign in Durham 
for one united union through the 
merger of the Enginemen, the 
Mechanics and the NUM . 

I'm strongly in favour as well of 
building alliances with the other left 
led unions. With the pressure we're 

under it's almost impossible for 
one union to take on a government 
like this one, unless we act together 
in a co-ordinated manner. 

The build-up must come from 
below. Leaders have a role to play, 
but the rank and file must have the 
most input . 
Q: After the recent sad death of 
Jimmy Inkip, and with the coming 
retiremtmt of Tom Callan and 
Harry Mitchell, the Durham area 
has the opportunity to elect a new 
leadership. What are your views on 
this? 
A: Obviously whoever is elected 
will have a very difficult job ahead. 
I'm in favour of five-yearly elec~ 
t ions for all offi cial s. fu ll accou n­
tability, and also for union officials 
to be paid the same wage as their 
members. 

I don't want any backhand deals 
with the NCB-the officials must 
act openly. They must be honest 
with the membership, never mis­
inform or mislead. 

Durham needs a leadership 
which knows its aims and objec­
tives and is prepared to lead a fight. 
Q: What's your attitude to the 
Labour Party? 
A: More than ever \ve need a cam­
paigning socialist Labour Party 
with a leadership prepared to pur­
sue the policies determined by 
conference. 

· Too often we've had the Labour 
Party making promises and then 
the minute they're in power, giving 
excuses as to the 'reasons why' 
they had to drop them. 

I especially want a commitment 
from the Labour Party to in­
troduce democratic control and ac­
countability in the nationalised 
industries. 

It's important that the NUM 
widens its political campaigning . 
Our area council passed a resolu­
tion to allow wider Lodge affilia­
tions to Labour Parties. 12 months 
of strike has taught us we're involv­
ed in a political fight. 

International backing continues 
THROUGHOUT THE miners' 
strike, workers outside the in­
dustry rallied to support the 
miners' struggle, organising 
workplace collections to pro­
vide vital financial support. 

Workers internationally were 
inspired by the sacrifices of the 
British miners and organised to 
support them. Links with 
workers abroad are maintained, 
and the recent miners' rally in 
Bedlington, Northumberland 
showed in its attendance the 
revival of the spirit of interna­
tional solidarity. 

The Northumberland NUM has 
built particularly close links with 
workers in Scandanavia. Tommy 
Enevoldsen, a Danish shop 
steward for the lager Og Handel 
trade union on the newspaper 
Berlingske Tidende spoke to 
Militant: 

"I MET Ray Palm er (Bates NUM) 
in August 1984 when he was cC)l­
lecting money for the strike. I was 
already involved with the National 
Committee we had established in 
Denmark to collect for the miners. 

"In the next seven months I pat 
up a total of 15 miners, mainly 
from Northumberland and South 
Wales, and helped them raise 
money. There was a lot of support 
for the miners-for example at our 
Tuborg brewery, every worker paid 
a levy of £2.50 a week for the Nor-
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Danish .:lockers' wives and children sing at a benefit for British miners dur­
ing the strike. 

thumberland NUM. 
"In December I came over 

myself to go picketing and learn 
about the conduct of the strike. 
This time I am here as a guest of 
the NUM to maintain the links. 

"I brought with me 1000 Danish 
Kroner (£275) from the stage hands 
at the Copenhagen Royal National 
Theatre for the sacked miners. 

''The British miners' strike has 
definitely had an effect on workers 
in Denmark, who see your strug­
gle as their struggle against a com­
mon enemy. We have just had a big 
strike for three weeks and people 
are becoming more political. The 
SED trade union federation has 
just put aside 180 million Danisht 
Kroner for a propaganda campaign 
to get rid of the government. 

"Nationally in Denmark we rais­
ed 2Y2 million Danish Kroner for 
the NUM-now we're going to do 
the same for t!le brewery workers 
in dispute. 

"The strikers have been fined 10 
million Danish Kroner, and we ex­
pect the union will be fined more, 
but they have refused to back 
down. 

"I am a member of a shop 
stewards ring in my union. About 
10 to 15 of us meet every week. 
Sometimes there's not much to 
discuss, but we always organise to 
support strikes. 

"We are always prepared to 
organise from the start, to tell 
workers their rights, to sell stickers, 
to organise meetings round dif­
ferent factories." 

Durham miner 

Step up reinstatem 
THE FATE of the sacked and 
victimised miners is still a vital 
issue for the NUM. The men 
who have been dismissed and 
even jailed for fighting for jobs 
must not be forgotten. Mili­
tant spoke to Frank Duffy, 
secretary of Murton Lodge, 
about his own case and how 
he sees the fight continuing. 

" I had been back at work since 
the end of the strike when on 10 
May an incident took place in­
volving several lads and the under­
manager. He told us that if we 
behaved like children, he'd treat us 
like children and unload us out of 
the manrider like children. 

"Later when we got out of the 
manrider , he rushed across, grabb­
ed me by my lamp cable, swung me 
round and told me to get back in 
the car. I refused, and told him I 
was going home . 

" On the following Sunday the 
assistant manager (personnel) turn-

ed up at my home with a letter in­
structing me to see the manager on 
the Monday. I went to see him, and 
he asked me if I had disobeyed an 
instruction from the under­
manager. I replied that I had. but 
that in my opinion the instruction 
had not been properly ad­
ministered, he had manhandled me 
and been very belligerent. 

"He then told me I was sacked 
forthwith , and refused to allow any 
enquiry into the incident , despite 
the fact I had many witnesses to 
confirm that the undermanager 
had told a pack of lies ." 

A week later Frank Duffy was 
elected Lodge Secretary. 

" It is my belief that I was sack­
ed because of my commitment to 
the strike. They knew I had been 
responsible for organising the 
picketing, and that I was likely to 
be elected, and they sacked me 
because they wouldn't get a com­
pliant secretary. Now they won't 
recognise me as secretary and have 
kept me off the premises to stop 

Why < miners read 
DEREK CARLIN, Treasurer, 
Herrington Lodge NUM: 

"Unlike the national daily 
papers, Militant tells the truth 
about the sackings and the in­
timidation by management. It 
gives a true reflection of 
workers in struggle. Most dai­
ly papers are full of propagan­
da against the working class. 
Militant is the paper that puts 
the working class point of view. 

"I'm against the witch-hunt, 
but I'm not surprised. People 
who tell the truth are never lik­
ed. The Labour Party leaders 

are shifting too far right, some 
of them are more like the 
Tories. We can't afford people 
who sit on the fence". 
JIMMY KITSON, Secretary 
Hawthorn Lodge NUM and 
Durham Area NUM Exec: 

"I like Militant. It's a good 
paper, up-to-date politically. It 
always tells the truth, it's not 
biased. It gives good 
coverage''. 
ALAN MARDGHUM, Finan­
cial Secretary, Monkwear­
mouth Lodge NUM: 

"I was first introduced to 
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t battle 
representing the lads. 

"Up to now the men are all 
behind me, and the activists in the 
lodge are 100 per cent behind the 
sacked lads. I see my election as a 
mandate to keep up the campaign 
for reinstatement. I think we 
should impose a national overtime 
ban immediately, and industrial ac­
tion will be necessary again to get 
back to our previous position. 

"In Durham, we've decided that 
the sacked lads can use the Area of­
fices to mount the campaign, to 
raise the issue in other unions . 

"I also think it ' s vital that the 
next Labour Party election 
manifesto contains a pledge to 
release all jailed miners and to 
reinstate-not re-employ-all the 
sacked men. The sacked lads at our 
pit had never been in trouble 
before, they are not criminals, they 
were fighting for jobs. I want to en­
courage as man y lads as possible to 
get into the Labour Party to fight 
for this policy." 

litant . 
Militant by Stan Pearce seven 
years ago. It's given me an in­
sight into other industries and 
what's happening to the work­
ing class. 

"It's given me a perspective. 
I'd always thought there were 
a lot of things wrong with the 
world-some people bad 
everything some had nowt­
Militant explained it all. Mili­
tant has helped channel my 
political ideas into fighting for 
policies, campaigning. It's very 
well produced as well". 
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Miners at Horden colliery, Peterlee, under threat from the NCB closure programme . 

. · · .. Womeli -fllllif O~~~::against pit closures 
r _ ~ j 1 _ • -

THE MINERS' strike saw 
women in the frontline of 
battle alongside the men. 
The work of the womens' 
support groups was vital to 
the strike. Now as the fight 
continues, the work of the 
women is just as 
important. 

Edith Scholick, organiser 
of the Harden Wives' sup­
port group spoke to Kevin 
Miles about the role of the 
women in the battle to 
save the pit immediately 
under threat. 

"When we heard about manage­
ment's decision to close the pit we 
were all a bit shocked. At first there 
was a bit of panic-a lot of men 
panicked and went to get their 
transfer forms, nobody wanted to 
be the ones who were left behind. 

"I thought to myself, 'well we 
can't just sit here, we've got to do 

something' . So I got on the 'phone, 
and got together some of the 
women on the Saturday afternoon. 
We discussed what was happening, 
and decided to organise a picket 
outside the colliery offices for the 
Monday morning, to try to stop the 
men going for transfer forms. 

"It's important, because if you 
transfer to another pit, you don't 
just close your own pit, you take 
a job away from the community 
you are going to. We didn't have 
much time, we had to move fast­
in fact we were quicker off the 
mark than the union! 

''Anyway, the picket was a suc­
cess. When the blokes saw they had 
support, they were prepared to 
make a stand. 

"One lad who'd already applied 
for transfer went up· to the lodge 
secretary and asked him to get his 
form back for him, because he 
couldn't stand passing all the 
women knowing he was letting us 
down. 

' 'Next we organised another 

South African miners 
THE RECENT NUM con­
ference voted unanimously to 
intensify support for the 
struggle against apartheid in 
South Africa and to support 
the South African National 
Union of Mineworkers. 

Awareness in Britain of the 
struggle of the South African 
NUM was greatly helped by 
the tour of British coalfields 
by Roy Jones, a Staffordshire 
miner, who had visited South 
African miners during the 
strike. 

We reprint below extracts 
from the speech of Stan 
Pearce, a Durham delegate, in 
seconding the motion. 

" . .. I am proud to say there's now 
a trade union in South Afr:ca that 
we can be proud of. It's called itself 
the National Union of 
Mineworkers . It is based on ~be 
most exploited section, the black 
miners. 

"Despite the difficulties of the 
apartheid regime, it has been built 
from nothing to 130,000 members 
in two years . 

" In the first three months of this 
year, 80,000 miners were on strike 
in South Africa. Anglo-Vaal , a 
mining compan y, sacked 

thousands of !lliners, which means 
deport ing the!TI back to the 
homeland, which means unemploy­
ment for ever . 

" Their conditions of work are so 
bad that over 600 black miners are 
killed in the pits ever year. Yet 
despite this, the union refuses to be 
crushed-they have nothing to lose 
but their chains. 

"Today, the I July , sees the 
beginning of strike action in the 
goldmines . In the course of our 
strike, we saw the role of the police 
and the state .. . The South African 
miners go into this strike knowing 
that hundreds of their members will 
be killed by the police and the 
army . .. 

"No-one can know what the out­
come will be, but we have a duty 
to support our brothers. 

"Black South African miners are 
the poorest miners in the world and 
yet they sent a donation during our 
strike to our strike fund. That was 
the first time ever a black South 
African union has sen, money to 
workers in Europe. 

"That was a magnificent sign of 
international solidarity, now we 
have the opportunity to return it. 
No area . .. can fail to recognise our 
responsibility to send moral and 
financial support . . . " 

demo, a bigger one for two weeks 
later, together with the NUM, and 
we've all made it clear we're 
fighting the closure. Our fight cer­
tainly hasn't ended. We always 
thought we'd always have our 
pit-just like other areas think 
now. 

"Other areas should back us all 
the way, it could happen to them 
next. 

Rallied around 
"In the strike, the whole com­

munity rallied around the miners . 
If the pit closes, the community 
dies. A lot of shops would close­
already the sub-Post Office is 
threatened. Young people would 
have to move away-though I 
don't know where to! 

"There'd just be the old folks 
left, with no post office, no 
shops-and probably no bus ser­
vice either. That's why we had such 
good support in the strike-we got 
weekly donations from the clubs 

and the shops, as well as the 
Labour Party and the unions. 

"I'll never forget one day this 
family travelled up from Cleveland 
to the village, and somebody sent 
them to me. They'd come special­
ly to support the miners and the 
kids handed me all their pocket 
money. I'll never forget that. 

"I'll never be the same again. I'd · 
never done anything like this before 
the strike, but I'll not stop now. 
Our women's groups have weekly 
meetings at Durham, and we are 
linked in with the gasington group. 
We're not going to be kept at the 
kitchen sink anymore! I've notic­
ed the attitude of the unions chang­
ing to us, they are keen to work 
with us now. 

"I hate Magaret Thatcher. She's 
,been the worst Prime Minister ever 
'for women-she's taken us three 
steps back . We desperately need a 
Labour government now, one that 
will look after us the same as the 
Tories look after theirs". 

A programme for the NUM 
• Amnesty for all sacked miners. 
• Build a mass, democratic and open Broad Left. 
• Establish youth committees at lodge, area and national levels . 
e Maintain and link up the women's support groups . 
• Regular election of all officials-to be paid the average wage 

of face workers. 
• Open NCB books to trade union inspection . 
• Cancellation of NCB debts. 
• Immediate programme of full and adequate investment in all pits 

and workshops as identified by the NUM. 
• Maintain every mining job. No redundancies . No selling jobs. No 

manning losses. 
• Share out the work round the pits . A four-day week for all miners 

with no loss of pay. 
• NUM veto on all pit closures-no closure of so-called 'uneconomic' 

pits. 
• A living ba;;ic wage for all miners with automatic increases to 

compensate for all increases in the cost of living. 
• Workers' control and management of the NCB. The board should 

consist of one-third elected by the workers in the industry through 
the unions, one-third elected through the TUC to represent the 
wo'rking class at large, and one-third to be appointed by the 
government. 

• Nationalisation under workers' control and management of the 
mining industry suppliers and distributors. 

elntegrated fuel policy under workers' control and management. 
• An integrated plan for all nationalised industries. · 
• Drive out the Tories. 
• Bring to power at the earliest possible moment a Labour 

government committed to socialism. 
• Nationalisation under democratic workers' control of the top 200 

monopolies with compensation based upon proven need. 



10 MILITANT 12 July 1985 

Lebanon 

THE HOSTAGE crisis in 
Lebanon ended in defeat for 
US imperialism. Despite 
demands for vengeance by 
the American ruling class, 
they and their client state 

Israel ' were forced to 
negotiate for the hostages' 
release. NORMA CRAVEN 
looks at the roots of the pre­
sent crisis from the days of 
French imperialism. 

WITH THE defeat of 
Turkey at the end of 
the First World War, 
the imperialist powers 
carved up the Middle 
East. As part of the 
spoils of war, France 
was given a mandate by 
the League of Nations 
to rule Lebanon and 
create an enclave of 
capitalism in a vital 
trading area. 

Lebanon did develop as a 
centre of trade, particularly 
of banking, but mainly in 
Beirut. Most people, on the 
land, found their conditions 
worsened by imperialist 
domination. 

France left Lebanon with 
power carved up between the 
leaders of the Maronite 
Christians and the Sunni 
Muslims, the imperialist tac­
tic of divide and rule. It en­
sured that capitalism's base 
remained intact, while the 
opposition were riven by 
mutual suspicion. 

The poorest sections of 
society, the Shi'ite Muslims 
and the Druze were virtual­
ly excluded from power. The 
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims 
had emerged as two distinct 
groups from one of Islam's 
earliest schisms. The Druze 
are another . arm of Islam. 
The Maronites are the main 
Christian group , there since 
the eighth century. All these 
groups were led by ruling 
families whose interest was 
in maintaining their own 
wealth and positions. In­
dependence meant little to 
the majority of Lebanese , 
Christian or Muslim. 

The real development of 
Lebanese capitalism began 
after its independence from 
France in 1943 , and especial­
ly after the Egyptian revolu­
tion of 1951. In that year 
there were fi ve banks in 
Beirut. In 1966, the number 
had risen to 93, plus bran­
ches of foreign banks . 

Lebanon established itself 
as the dominant capitalist 
country in the region; the 
econom y grew on a verage 

seven per cent a year in the 
' 50s and only slightly lower 
in the '60s when there was a 
boom in property specula­
tion . Developing the richer 

·areas of Beirut was an im­
mensely valuable invest­
ment; there was no invest­
ment in knocking down 
Beirut's slums or in low cost 
housing . 

Around the city grew 
shanty towns, h9using the 
poor from the rtiral south, 
mainly forced from the land 
to seek work in the-city. 

In the shanty towns the 
poor lived in shacks. Even a 
modest proposal by Parlia­
ment in 1965 to build 4,000 
low-cost houses collapsed. 
Medical care was beyond the 
reach of most people. In 
1971 all but one of 48 
recognised hospitals in the 
Beirut area were privately 
owned . In -some shanty 
towns the mortality rate was 
two to three times the na­
tional average. 

Land problem 
As Beirut ' s bankers and 

speculators grew richer, the 
shanty town dwellers grew 
poorer. Many were Shi'ite 
Muslims, driven from the 
land by the failure to solve 
the land problem after in­
dependence, and by govern­
ment neglect of agriculture. 
There were large estates, 
especiall y in the Bekka 
Valley and fruit plantations 
on the coast, but over half 
Lebanon's farmers owned 
under an acre . 

The Shi ' ites were also 
forced north by the Israeli 
army's retaliatory action 
against the Palestinians . 
These forays were often car­
ried out against Shi'ite 
peasants who had nothing to 
do with the original attacks. 
Many arrived in Beirut 
seething at the failure of the 
gove'rnment to protect them . 

Once in Beirut there was 
little chance of employment. 
Lebanon' s wealth was based 
on finance capital, not on 
manufacturing industry . 
Before 1943, the French saw 

President Assad of Syria 

Lebanon as a market for 
their ~<oods and had 
discour;ged industry. By 
1972 industry still accounted 
for less than one seventh of 
Gross Domestic Product. 

The forced migration 
from the land was so great 
that by 1975 nearly half the 
country's population lived in 
Beirut , mostly in shant y 
towns, with no faith in the 
government doing anything 
for them. The political 
system was a shambles. 
Nothing was built, moved or 
changed unless someone 
could thereby make a profit. 

By 1975, it was widely 
recognised that the Muslims 
were in the majority and the 
Shi'ites the largest single 
group . Yet power remained 
in the hands of the Maronite 
Christians and the Sunni 
Muslims. MPs were chosen 
on the basis of their family 
and wealth ; most Christians, 
most Muslims had no power 
whatsoever . 

On top of this was the 
Palestinian question. Since 
their expulsion from 
Palestine in 1948, there had 
been a large refugee popula­
tion in Lebanon . From 1969, 
under the leadership of the 
AI Fatah faction of the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), they 
had carried out raids into 
Israel. They remained large­
ly un scathed by operating 
out o f the refugee camps in 
and around Beirut, while 
much of the ' retaliation' was 
against the peasants of 

Demonstration against Israeli invasion of Lebanon in July 1982. Photo: Andrew Wiard (Report) 

Shi'ite militiamen in Beirut/Map showing Lebanon's sectarian divisions 

Southern Lebanon . soon became obviou s; Southern Lebanon in the 
In 1975, these attacks were m 1 n1sters became just hands of the South Lebanon 

used by a section of the spokesmen for their own Army (SLA) which they paid 
Maronites as a pretext to at- sects. and supplied. 
tack the Palestinians. People In 1976, the Syrian s By the end of the '70s the 
like the Chamoun famil y entered the war. Syria had 'government ' had lost con-
were thus able to divert at- also been part of the French trol; they had less authorit y 
tention from demands for 'mandate ' in 1920, and part than leaders of the indi vidual 
economic and political of Syria had been incor- sects. As usual it was the 
reform. porated into the Lebanon . In poorest sections of society 

Despite attempts to dress the 1960's, however, Syria who suffered . Many of the 
up the conflict as between went through a social revolu- rich simply left the country 
Lebanese and Palestinians, it tion . Capitalism and landlor- for the duration. 
was more an attempt by the dism were destroyed. 85 per While capital still flowed 
ruling families to maintain cent of land and 90 per cent in and out of Beirut banks , 
their own positions. They us- of industry was nationalised. all public services fell apart. 
edfearofthePalestiniansto Although these measures The sectarian militias' 
keep the support of the were carried out because of atrocities compounded the 
poorer Christians whose real the pressure of workers and problems in the shanty towns 
interests lay with the poor poor peasants, the move- and refugee camps. 
Muslims. ment was led by a section of By the time of the second 

The ci vil war became a the armed forces. The coun- Israeli invasion , the Lebanon 
stage on which leaders· of try is ruled by a bureaucratic government were in control 
various sect s fought to pro- clique modelled on Eastern of only a small area of the 
tect their own interests , often Europe . country. The rest was di vid-
against other families of Syria ' s President Assad ed up bet ween the Palesti-
their own religion . The began to feel threatened by nians , the Christian militias 
go vernment 's impotence event s in Lebanon. A and the Syrians. 

Palestinian \·ictory would The Israeli rulers \vere also 
mean a radical Arab state on moti vated by domestic con-
their doorstep to undermine siderations. In 1981 
their position, particularly if Menachim Begin 's Likud 
it attracted militant Palesti- coalition faced a general 
nian migrant workers from election they seemed sure to 
the Gulf states. On the other lose , gi ven one of the highest 
hand they feared partition of inflation rates in the world , 
Lebanon, creating a small a spiralling foreign debt and 
Christian enclave dominated strikes in all areas, especial-
by the USA and Israel which ly the public sector. 
would pose a threat to Syria . The only hope for Likud 

Diversion 
Hence Assad 's military in­

tervention , which also pro­
vided a welcome di version 
from problems at home , 
where the regime wa s 
threatened by a rebel faction 
in the army. As sad could 
turn the eyes of workers and 
peasants away from their 
own social and economic 
conditions . 

However the fighting bet-
ween the factions continued 
with short intermissions , 
with increasing assistance to 
Christian militias in the 
south by Israel. In 1978 
when Israel first invaded 
Lebanon they linked up with 
one of the Christian militias. 
As they withdrew they left 

was to raise the scaring spec­
tre of attacks by the Palesti­
nians . Likud gained their 
victory and opened the door 
to invasion. At first they said 
they wanted to create a 
buffer zone to protect their 
border, but their aim was 
soon clear-to dri ve the 
Palestinians out of Lebanon . 

The invasion led to the 
death s of thou sand s of 
civilians. 2,000 Palestinians 
were massacred in the worst 
incident when armed Chris­
tian militias under the pro­
tection of Israel entered the 
•camps of Sabra and Chat­
tilla . It was claimed that they 
entered to flush · out any re­
maining guerillas . In fact 
they set about an orgy or 
killing lasting two days. 
Men, women and children 
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This event showed both 
the bitter divisions capitalism 
had bequeathed Lebanon , 
and the unwillingness of 
Arab leaders to respond. In 
the Arab states and in Israel , 
there were demonstrations of 
revulsion by workers and 
peasants but no answer was 
forthcoming from the Arab 
leaders. In fact the Arab 
League held a meeting and 
decided to protest through 
their ambassadors in 
Washington! 

No success 
The invasion however, 

was not a success for the 
l sraelis. Even the basic ob­
ject of the invasion was on­
ly partially ac hie ve d. 
Although the PLO were 
defeated, many later return­
ed to the camps of Beirut. 
More significantly the 
Israelis faced growing op­
position at home , as more 
young soldiers died and the 
economic situation wors­
ened. 

The Israeli ruling class 
were forced to withdraw, 
re luctantly, but with no 
alternative short of a ll -out 
war . As they left , th eir "iron 
fist" policy left a trail of 
death and destr uct ion. The 
Lebanon they left behind is 
as fragmented as the one 
they invaded . 

The government of Amin 
Gemayal, in power by per­
mission of Syria, controls a 
t iny part of Lebanon. The 
rest is split between warring 
factions. The latest upsurge 
in violence has again split the 
poorest sections. 

Over the past few years. 
new militias have grown 
from the most exploited 
gro up , the Shi 'i tes, the 
poorest economically, at­
tacked by Israel, excluded 
from power and at the mer­
cy of the "families" who 
control the \1.arring fac tions. 

The Shi'ites themselves are 
divided between two main 
bodies, the Amal, fighting 
for a unified Lebanon and 
political reforrn. and the 

21Jmt. 

Shi 'ite militias 

Sunni militias 

Druze militia 

Israeli army and 
South Lebanese army 

Hezbollah (Party of God) 
formed around the fundam­
entalist clergy and adherin g 
to the ideas of the Ayatollah 
Khomeini . It is this group, 
reflecti ng the anger and 
frus tration of the poorest 
Shi'ites, who rave been in­
\·olved in suicide bombings 
and hijackings. 

Neither group has any 
anS\Wr to Lebano.1's pro­
blems. Amal's ideas :ue un­
workable. What poo;sible 
reforms in capitalist Lel:lan­
on could satisfy the needs of 
\\·orkers and peasants? Leh­
anese capitalism could no; 
provide a decent life for 
most people even before 
1975 . The rich got richer and 
the poor got poorer. Now 
the system lies in ruins and 
there can be no return to 
pre-1975. 

. 'either can there be a 
solution on the basis of in­
di vidual terror or an "Ira­
nian " sol ution . The leader­
ship of the Hezbollah hold 
up the Iranian model when 
I ran is facing an economic 
disaster. As in 1975, the 
leaders of all these groups 
are fighting for their own 
empires, wealth and 
privi leges. 

None of these "religious" 
leaders have any answer to 
workers' problems. The 
mass of Christians and 
Muslims have far more in 
common with each other 
than with their own 
"leaders" . The only answer 
to the national question, the 
land problem and the 
eco nomic crisis is the 
socialist transformation of 
society. 

Even then the problems 
would be too great to soh·e 
on the basis of Lebanon 
alone. The building of a 
movement of workers and 
peasants. with the perspec­
ti\·es and experience of 
~;arxism can cut across sec­
tarian divi sions. 

Such a mo,·ement can lead 
the way to the uni fication of 
the Arab states in a ocialist 
fe deration , including Israel, 
as the only way to solve the 
deep and persistent problems 
of the region. 

Mitterrand's gendarmes 
smash workers occupation 
THE 19 month-long occupation of the SKF ball­
bearing factory in Ivry, just outside Paris, (see 
Militant 22 February and 29 March) has been end­
ed by a government-backed police operation, 
despite spectacular resistance by the local 
population. 

In the early hours of 28 
May some 250 armed riot 
police invaded the factory 
and expelled the few workers 
keeping the night watch. 
Later, a crowd that had 
gathered outside the factory 
to show opposition to the 
evacuation was charged 
violently by riot police leav­
ing several people injured . 

Scandalously, this whole 
operation was obviously car­
ried out under direct orders 
of Francois Mitterrand's 
"Socialist " government. The 
SKF workers' determination 
had long been a thorn in 
their side. It was the first 
time ever that riot police had 
been sent against workers in 
this part of France and as 
one worker pointed out, this 
did not figure amongst Mit­
terrand's "110 proposi­
tions" for France in 1981! 

Yet for the workers and 
their local supporters , this 
was far from the end . Just a 
few days later . an extremel y 
well-organised attempt to re­
take the factory was 
mounted , supported by CGT 
and PCF activists in lvry and 
neighbouring towns . 

150 militant '> forced t heir 
way back into the factory 
earl v in the morning, break­
ing through the factory walls 
\\"ith the hel p of a bulldozer , 
while dozem more were 
c reating a diversionary 

By Jim Ellen 

"fake" break-in on the other 
side of the factory grounds! 
Unfortunately, the workers 
were not able to overcome 
the riot police , particularly 
after heavy reinforcements 
had been rushed in. Many 
were violently attacked and 
badly injured. 

Meanwhile a fierce battle 
was developing between 
demonstrators and police in 
the streets surrounding the 
factory. Barricades were set 
up and faced a frightening 
display of police armoury. 
Demonstrators defended· 
themselves with paving 
stones ferried to the scene by 
lorries belonging to local 
Communist municipalities! 
During the fighting, a heavy 
cloud of tear-gas hung over 
the streets. even plastic 
bullets were fired on the de­
monstrators . Yet somehow 
th e police came out of the 
fighting worse off-68 in­
ju-red -as opposed to 34 
demonstrators! 

The riot police e\·entually 
tOok control of the factory 
again and proceeded to emp­
ty out the millions of pounds 
of machinery the SKF 
workers had carefull y 
safeguarded during the oc­
cupat ion. The workshops 
were left as if a bomb had hit 

them. A TV news bulletin 
that night claimed that it was 
the workers who had left the 
factorv in such a state. 

The. events at Ivry have 
shown ho w far this 
"Socialist" government has 
degenerated-from radical 
speeches in 1981 about the 
transformation of society, 
through to counter-reform 
and austerity, to using the 
capitalist state forces against 
trade unionists fighting to 
save their jobs. Small 
wonder the Socialist Party is 
losing support amongst 
working people, and that the 
parties of the right seem like­
ly to win next year's elec­
tions. 

The "Socialist " leaders 
bear full responsibility also 
for the enormous rift that 
has opened up between the 
PS and the Communist Par­
ty (PCF). lvry is a bastion of 
the PCF and the events at 
SKF were like a direct attack 
on the party itself. Left uni­
ty, increasingly in fragments 
since the PCF broke from 
government last July, may 
well have been put back for 
a long time. 
Ev~n before Ivry, the 

leadership of the Communist 
Party had become outright­
ly hostile to the Socialists' 
continuing austerit y policy . 
The Communist leaders have 
completely ruled out any sort 
of electoral agreement with 
the PS in 1986 so long as pre­
sent policies continue. 

Yet just over a year ago, 
the PCF had voted full con­
fidence in the government 
and its austerity programme 

and in the run up to the June 
1984 Europ'!an Georges 
Marchais had described the 
balance sheet of the Left 
government as 
positive" , despite 
unemployment and 
living standards. 

"very 
rising 
falling 

And if 19 months of strug­
gle have had little concrete 
results, it is largely because 
the CGT and PCF leadership 
have totally failed to link the 
fight to save jobs at SKF to 
the numerous other local and 
national battles over jobs 
and wages in the last two 
years, including the biggest 
movement at Renault since 
May 1968 . 

Nationalisation 
At no stage did the PCF 

leaders demand the na ­
tionalisation of SKF France, 
even when the bosses of this 
Swedish multinational 
recently threatened to close 
down all their French in­
terests if the Ivry factory was 
not evacuated! 

At the time of writing, 
SKF workers are still talking 
with representatives of SKF 
France about possible con­
tinuation of some industrial 
activity on the Ivry site to en­
sure the re-employment of 43 
workers who supported the 
occupation through to the 
end . 

Messages of support can 
still be sent to: Jacques Tord 
(SKF), Union Locale CGT 
Jvry, 6 place Gerard 
Philippe, 94200 Jvry, 
France. 

Hotel staff strike at New York's. rich 
THE RICH plush hotels of New York 
City were recently shaken by a three 
week strike by 14,000 hotel workers. 
In the richest block in America, where 
hotels charge $200 per night, manage­
ment have attempted to break the 
strength of the union. 

By a New York correspondent 

The mood was lively from the 
beginning. Management adverts for 
scabs brought workers onto the streets 
even before the strike began. Vicious 
struggles occurred as workers tried to 
stop scabs taking away their jobs. On-
1~· the cops allowed management to 
continue business, as workers were 
forced to stay in a fenced area and not 
allowed to approach the scabs . 

The main issue was the attacks on 
work rules and conditions. Manage­
ment demanded complete flexibility 
and interchangeability of jobs for 
cooks , stewards, housekeepers, 
bellmen and doormen , etc, plus the 
elmination of time and a quarter for 
overtime, cuts in medical benefits, in­
creased rights to hire and fire and the 

right to employ newly-hired workers 
at a lower wage. The union was also 
fighting for a decent wage increase. 

Management's unreasonable 
demands are an attempt to bust the 
union, 1984 was a bumper profit year 
with record increases in the daily rates 
for rooms. Management are encourag­
ed b)' attacks on unions in other in­
dustries and want to win total control 
of the workplace from the union. 

The New York Hotel and Motel 
Trades Council, were caught by sur­
prise by this hard littitude. · For 47 
years contracts have been settled 
without a strike. The leadership put its 
faith in the reasonableness of the 
employers; but it is tne <letermination 
of the rank and file which will deter­
mine the outr.ome. 

Shouts of ''no contract! no work!" 
and "scabs go home!,. have resound­
ed around the whole area backed up 
by a clattering of dustbin lids, soda 
cans and drums alongside an endless 
scream of whistles and even some 
horns. Weekly demonstrations have 
blocked off major avenues and streets. 

Inside the hotels, management 
worked around the clock to meet the 

ed by scabs, many with criminal 
records and no experience. In one 
hotel the chef quit at the abysmal 
cleanliness of scabs in the kitchens. In 
the same hotel a customer recognised 
a scab as a person who earlier that day 
had stolen her purse in a railway 
station. 

Management's contempt for the 
workers, many with 30 years with the 
company, many recent immigrants of 
various nationalities, contrasts with 
the gold necklaces and diamond rings 
of the rich and famous who saunter 
past the picket lines. The strike sums 
up the attitude of big business for 
workers as they attempt to drive back 
wages and conditions to the days of 
the great depression. 

Many activists see the. need for a 
more far-sighted and fighting leader­
ship, and many now support the idea 
of labor party as the only way labor 
can stop the attacks in the long run. 

P.S. On 28 June hotel workers 
returned to work after management 
conceded on some demands and of­
fered a larger than expected wage rise. 
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Kinnock on 
the spot 

Dear Comrades, 
Tonight (30 June) I saw an 

episode of the 'Jimmy 
Young Television Show', the 
guests included Tom King 
(Unemployment Secretary), 
and Neil Kinnock. The au­
dience appeared to be fairly 
representative, ranging from 
YTS trainees through to 
middle-aged businessmen in 
expensive suits. 

Amongst the loudest ap­
plause was reserved for a 
man who asked Kinnock, in 
the light of his assertion that 
full employment was no 
longer achievable, was not 
the only way to carry out 
Clause 4 of the Labour Par­
ty constitution? 

Kinnock, visibly unnerv­
ed, spoke in vague 
generalisations but was 
unable to avoid admitting 

One in the 
eye for Roy 

Dear Comrades, 
Hattersley was in Coven­

try to present George 
Hodgkinson with the rare 
distinction of becoming 
Coventry North West 
Labour Party's first ever life 
President. Mr Hodgkinson is 
a 90 year old socialist with 70 
years as an activist in the 
labour movement behind 
him . 

Hattersley said that : "On-

Spreading 
the word 

Dear Comrades, 
In a few days time I will 

be returning to France. 
England will stay in my mind 
forever because I've learnt so 
much during these months . 

When I left France I was 
disillusioned because of the 

that attempting to solve our 
economic problems 'within 
the framework of the current 
system' is impossible . Ex­
cellent! This must mean that 
we will be seeing the next 
Labour government na­
tionalising the top 200 
monopolies and transferr­
ing 85o/o of the economy in­
to the hands of the workers! 

But the most revealing 
part of the programme was 
reserved until the end. A 
YTS trainee pointing to 
those on the stage said: " I' ve 
got to live on £26 a week­
how would they do trying to 
live on that money? What 
are they on? I bet it's £80, 
£100 or even more ';. Some 
of the audience laughed. I'm 
glad they found it funny. 

Yours fraternally 
Dale Pyatt 
Macclesfield LPYS 

ly pride , conceit and 
ideological obsessions" by 
Labour could hand Mrs 
Thatcher victory in the next 
general election. Labour's 
duty was to : "govern, not to 
become a university debating 
society, a sixth form discus­
sion group, a socialist Sun­
day School, or a pressure 
group". This being an ob­
vious continuation of the 
Kinnock theme of the Marx­
ists in the party using politics 
as a hobby. 

However unfortunatel y 
for Roy, Mr Hodgkinson 

Mitterrand government's 
betrayals. But , I' ve become 
a Militant s;,;pporter in 
Hastings and the Militant 
supporters, by their deter­
mination , ideas and correct 
approach have shown me the 
way to real socialism. It is 
great to be able to unders­
tand and explain the pro­
cesses of this sick society­
all the better to fight its 

Starting young 
LAST WEEK pap.er boys at GT News in South 
Yorkshire went on strike, after one boy had £1 
docked from his pay because a SOp magazine was 
undelivered. The paperboys, who earn £5 for 
doing paper rounds six days a week, set up a picket 
line outside the shop. The owner called the police, 
but the picket remained. Some of the boys went on 
the rounds to explain to householders why there 
were no papers and to build support for their ac­
tion. Although some boys have returned to work, 
the strike continues. The oldest paper boy is aged 
14. 

A fair society? Of course! 
FOLLOWING THE miners' strike, 4,318 miners 
have been convicted of 'criminal' offences. Of the 
1,019 sacked, only 414 have been reinstated. By 
comparison, there were 549 public complaints 
against police behaviour during the strike. So far 
only 135 complaints have been investigated-by the 
police of course. The result? N-ot one offTcer has 
been disciplined. Four ·police officers received 
'advice'. 

Quote of the week 
"THE COMBINATION of low growth and in­
creasing taxation has made the average British 
worker the lowest paid and most highly taxed in 
Europe."-Sir John Hoskyns, Director General, 
Institute of the Directors. 

Neil Kinnock (left)-vague generalisation about the economy; and Roy Hattersley-Labour's 'duty to govern'·. Photo : D Sinclair 

believes in real socialism. He 
reminded Hattersley of the 
" Duties of a socialist 
government" and told him 
pre vious Labour govern­
ments had not achieved all 
the changes they should 
have. Labour had never met 
the challenges of socialist 
government and had never 
taken control of the com­
manding heights of the 
economy. 

Yours fraternally 
L. Miller 
Coventry LPYS 

parasites! 
But I am only an example. 

There are plenty of disillu­
sioned young people, who 
are looking for answers. 

Each comr:ide should take 
the opportunity of talking 
with foreign people and be in 
possession of, at least , the 
European Marxist papers, 
and include them in paper 
sales, especially at this time 

Double standards 
Dear Comrades , 

An article in the July 
Yorkshire Miner newspaper 
demonstrates the hypocrisy 
of the Tory courts . 

Two yo ung South Wales 
miners were recently con­
victed of murdering a taxi­
dri ver by dropping concrete 
on his car. 

The article points out: 
" By contrast, when Widnes 
Magistrates were told on 17 
January about policemen 
deliberately bombing a pass­
ing car with bricks and con-

Styles of 
recruitment 

Dear Comrades, 
During the recent sc hool s 

s trik e, a number of students 
at school joined the LPYS 
and took up the programme 
ot' the Militanr. However , a 
certai n small · group who 
claim w be a " Workers par-

Tories' drug 
hypocrisy 

Dear Comrades, 
I am writing this letter 

after listeiling to Simon 
Bates on Radio One, where 
he reads out letters from 
people who have gone or are 
going through bad times. 

The letter he has just read 
out is about a young girl who 
comes from a broken home. 

Crocodile tears 
for Bradford 

Dear Comrades, 
football has been in the 

news more than ever what 
with the Bradford fire and 
the Brussels violence. 

Li ving onlv a few roads 
away fr;m th.e Bradford Ci­
ty ground and knowing peo­
ple who escaped death, I still 
feel the numbness , disbel ief 
and· ·shock of the traged y. 
But I also feel anger and bit­
terness at those who seem so 
caring and · concerned now 

of year! The mere fact of 
selling foreign papers besides 
Militant would attract them . 
Let 's show our powerful in­
ternational unity. In this way 
you can make a great con­
tribution to the building of 
the international movement. 

Yours fraternall y 
Evelyne Sihon 

crete from a motorwa y 
bridge , it was not the 
policemen who were on trial. 
The occupants of the car 
were charged with stealing it 
and were later convicted and 
imprisoned." 

Both the car's occupants 
have lodged an official com­
plaint. But as the paper corn­
ems: " . .. Can we expect to 
see one or more policemen in 
court charged with attemp­
ted murder?" 

Yours fraternally 
Kevin A Gill 
Swinton and Rawmarsh 
LPYS 

ty" have different styles of 
recruiting. offering to buv 
the school students drin ks 
and fag :; if they attend their 
meetings. Thi s is hO\\' 
seriously they take their 
programme. 

Yours fraternally 
!an Thirkill 
Derby Nort h LPYS 

She lived with her mother 
who feU ill. Unfortunately 
she turned to drugs to escape 
her problems. She was then 
16, her mother did not get 
any better and consequently 
died. 

The girl is now all alone 
with no future . She is 17 and 
a heroin addict. The doctors 
have given her one year to 
live if she does not kick the 
habit. 

This is not an isolated case 

but couldn ' t give . a damn 
about the people Df Brad­
ford before. 

Mrs Thatcher was last 
year invited to come to Brad­
ford to see the terrible con­
ditions people in Bradford 
had to suffer and what more 
cut s would mean . But of 
course she didn ' t want to do 
that. 

And \\·hat about Kinnock? 
So concerned after attac-king 
Pat \\-'all and Militant sur­
porters at the last General 
Election-an insult to the 
working people of Bradford 
who support the Labour 

Party through thick and 
thin. 

The real sympathy , care 
and solidarity has naturally 
been shown by not only the 
people. of Bradford but 
workers all over the 'wOild. 

The Tories and the other 
riff-raff don ' t really care 
otherwise they wouldn 't take 
jobs, services and money 
away from Bradford , a city 
with bad unemployment 
which is now one of the 
poorest cities in Britain. 

Yours fraternall y 
Helen Atkinson 
Rradford North LPYS 

Few facilities for working class children often means no proper 
coaching and dangerous play areas . 

Superstars 
or superbrats? 

Dear Comrades, 
Once again the 

Wimbledon tennis tourna­
ment is with us and once 
again the same old thing 
happens. No I don't mean 
the rain , I mean the tired old 
question: " Why can' t we 
produce winners?" 

The answer's really sim­
p le: unlike most other coun­
tries, we spend practically 
no thing on facilities for kids 
to learn the game . There are 

but a growing problem. 
Thatcher has recently an­
nouncedthatsheisgoingto 
allocate more money to the 
drugs problem. This money 
is equivalent to giving one 
grain of rice to a starving 
Ethiopian. What Thatcher is 
really doing is just elec­
tioneering. She appears on 
television with a big sor­
rowful look on her face 
pretending to care about the 
situation when in reality she 

plent y of tenni s courts in the 
wealthy areas of the country, 
but none to speak of in 
working class areas. 

If we want to breed win­
ners in sport in this country , 
tennis or whatever, we must 
spend money on working 
class kids because thev have 
the tenacity and guts t::, win. 
The al ternative is watchi ng 
upper-class Hooray Henry's 
and Sloane Ra>Jgers buckling 
up as soon as the going gets 
tough . 

Yours fraternallv 
J Gibbs -
GMBATU 

could not care less. 
In fact she encourages the 

drug scene. The Tory gov­
ernment has cut back on 
customs officers that prevent 
drugs from entering this 
country in the first place and 
they have made cuts in the 
"'HS who have to deal with 
addicts . 

Yours fraternally 
JT Hall 
Lancashire 



George Williamson speaking at the 
BLOC lobby of the TUC in support of 
the miners . 

RIGHT WING USDA W full­
time official, Garfield Davies 
was elected last week as the next 
general secretary of the Union 
of Shop, Distributive and 
Allied Workers. 

Considerable surprise has been 
expressed among union activist s at 
the size of the total vote-303 ,653. 
Thi s represents an increased vote of 
52 ,000 compared wit h the presiden­
tial election held in February. 

Moreover, it is only about 12,000 
votes less than the total cast in the 
e lection for general secretary held 
in 1979 when the union had over 
80,000 more members. 

The percentage poll was 77.62C1Jo 
compared with about 63 C1Jo in 1979 
and in most other national 
elections. 

The result shows how wvr ried 
the officials were of losing the elec­
tion, being prepared to go to un­
precedented lengths to organise 
branch meetings to have the votes 
cast. 

Bill Connor's 81,277 votes 
demonstrate the progress which the 
USDA W Broad Left continues to 
make in the union. It is necessary 
though, to draw a balance sheet 
and to analyse the implications of 
the election campaign. 

The Broad Left believed that a 
victory was possible. Although the 
vast majority of the union officials 
were supporting Garfield Davies, 
and to a lesser extent John Flood, 
the Broad Left felt that gi ven the 
opportunity to put it s p~licies to 
the acti vis ts and the membership, 
it wou ld be possible to win support 
over the heads of the majority of 
officia ls. They have a large in­
fluence in a cent ral ised unio·n 
machine with a lo11 level of 
membership actil·it y in many bran­
ches at present. 

It is tru e how·e,·er , thar in pans 
of the co untry where the Broad 
Left is weak , and where the 
membership did not hear it s case, 
the members ,·oted for Garfield 
Da1·ie s, usua1!1· becau se they 
w·antecl to stop the anti- left ca n­
didate , John Flood. The result em­
phasises ye t again the necess it y of 
mass rank and file in1·o!vement in 
a campaigning Broad Left. 

New votes 
A number of factors were in­

volved in the right wing split, not 
least a major clash of persona li ties 
and personal ambitions. But a ma­
jor factor for many officials was 
that Flood is an ext reme right 
11inger who w·0ulcl like to model 
USDA \V on business-s tyle lines . 
' Rationali sation ' would have in­
evitab ly fo llow·ed hi s 1·ictory, in­
cluding likely job losses in the 
union. 

The Broad Left campaign , and 
Bill himself , made a big impact at 
the union conference . In man y 
areas of the count ry headway was 
made and Bill picked up new votes 
for the Broad Left. The full voting 
returns have not been published 
yet, but the Broad Left is already 
aware that it succeeded in winning 
far more support than expected in 
several divi sions. 

In Scotland, where previously 
there had been virtually no Broad 
Left activity a number of branches 
were won over , sometimes by the 

USDAW Broad Left 
chair and Broad Left 
Organising Commit­
tee (BLOC) offic-er 
George Williamson 
analyses the 
USDAW election 
result and draws 
some lessons for 
Broad Left activists. 

Voting was as follows: 

Davies-149,892 (46.36%) 
Connor-81 ,277 (26. 77%) 
Flood-72,484 (23.87%) 

narrowest of margins . Whereas 
prior to the e lection only 
3,000-4,000 10tes could have been 
expected from the Scottish divi­
sion , Bill Connor recei ved arou nd 
10,500 votes. 

Again in the union's North East 
Di vision (which extend s from 
South Yorkshire to Carlisle) the 
Broad Left anticipated receiving 
perhaps 6,500-7, 500 votes . By the 
close o f voting, and after some of 
the most spectacular gains in the 
campaign , Bill polled around 
14,000 votes . 

In the union's Southern Divi­
sion , despite intense activity from 
the right wing, Bill received over 
16,000 votes-around 60 per cent 
of the vote. 

The Broad Left 's greatest degree 
of support however, came from the 
un;on ' s North Western Di vision. 
Based on reports of branch voting 
durin.0 the vot ing period, the Broad 
Left believes that Bill received 
around 80 per cent of all votes cast 
in the North Western Di vision . 
Thi s di vision includes Northern 
Ireland wh,~re Bill made an un­
precedented and highl y successful 
visit which it i ~ hoped will cement 
close link s with the national Broad 
Left. 

The Broad Left conducted one 

of it s best ever election campaigns. 
Bill Connor spoke a t election 
meetings all 01·er the coun try. A 
regular briefing was circulated 
th;oughout the -union w·ith infor ­
matio'n about the Broad Left' s 
policies and how· branch ,·otes were 
goi ng . 

One of the weaknesses of the 
Broad Left 's campaign was the 
lat eness in adopt ing our candidate. 
Davies was campaigning for several 
vears before Whatley announced 
hi s retirement. Bill wasn't declared 
the official candidate until the 
USDA W 1984 conference- three 
weeks before the announcement. 

Had more time been available, it 
would have been possible to mount 
a more effective campaign in those 
areas where the Broad Left is 
weak-South Wales, the South 
West, Home Counties and the 
Midlands . 

One of the most signifi cant 
aspects of the election result is the 
vote for John Flood, the Deput y 
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USDA W general secretary vote 

Election campaign 
buildS· Broad Left 

General Secretary. He was the can­
didate of the anti-left Mainstream 
Labour Group who have effective­
ly controlled the union for the past 
35 years. Their declining influence 
in the union , and especially at the 
union's annual conference has been 
quite marked over the past two or 
three years. 

Mainstream's su pport of 
multilateralism, their refusal to 
stand firm against Tory anti-union 
Jaws, and their general stance on 
the far right of the labour rpove­
ment, has been out of step with the 
steady shift to the left taking place 
in the union . 

The fact that their candidate has 
come bottom of the poll has come 
as a shock to them. This is the first 
general secretary election that the 
Mainstream Labour Group have 
los t in their history. 

It would be wrong to say that the 
right wing are now finished in 
USDA W . The election of Garfield 
Davies does indicate the leftward 
drift of the union, but his main 
base of support lies wiih the right 
wing officials. 

The right wing in USDA W has 
not di sappeared , it has merely 
shifted over a bit to try and get in 
step with the rest of the la bour and 
trade union movement. It must not 
be forgotten that Davies competed 
with Flood for Mainstream 
backing . 

The Broad Left still has the task 
of showing up the right wi ng's in­
adeq uacies in the face of increas­
ing attacks from the Tories and the 
employers. 

The Broad Left 's res ult cannot 
be measured merely in terms of 
votes. It has succeeded in building 
a whole new layer of supporters , 
man y previously not active in the 
union. In nearly every division , 
even the most right wing ones , 
there are now groups of Broad Left 
activists becoming involved in 
building further support for the 
Broad Left and for socialist 
policies. 

The enthusiasm generated by 
some of these new activists meant 

that some branches which would 
have ordinarily gone to Flood or 
Davies , voted for Bill Connor. It 
is these young and female mem­
bers , being shop stewards in the 
workplaces or officers in their 
branches, who will form the 
backbone in the Broad Left's 
future development. 

Garfielcl Davies is the first 
USDA W general secretary to be 
elected on a minority of the vote. 
In 1979 Bill Whatley , the Main­
stream candidate , was elected with 
59 per cent of the vote and he 
started out with what was regard­
ed as a relatively weak position 
because of this. 

Right weakened 
His control, especially over the 

Annual Delegate Meeting has 
steadil y diminished in the last two 
or three years . Davies therefore 
becomes General Secretar)' with the 
most tenuous mandate ever. His in­
tention to serve his full term of of­
fice on this basis-fifteen or sixteen 
years , will be met with growing op­
position from the rank and file. 

Hi s intention too , to accept the 
full sa lar y of the general 
secretary-£24 ,000 + per year 
basic, when man y of hi s members 
have to live on Wage Council wage 
levels of £60 - £65 per week for 39 
hours, will not strengthen hi s 
position. 

Man y of the branches who cast 
their votes did so on the basis of a 
tiny fractio n of the membership. 
For example, Davies' own branch , 
Ipswich General wh ich has 713 
members, voted for him by three 
votes to two, wit h Davies present 
and voting' 

Thi s meant that he recei,·ecl all 
713 1·otes from that branch . Thi s 
story can be repeated in many other 
branches . Though on occasions it 
cuts both ways it is on the basis of 
a low level of membership involve­
ment that the right wi ng in 
USDA W have held sway fo r 35 
vears . 
- The problems fac in g US DA \\-' 
members are not going to go away. 
The Tories wish to scrap the 1950s 
Shops Act which protects workers' 
hours and conditions. They also in­
tend to limit the scope an d effec­
tiveness of the Wages Councils 
which maintain some sort of 
minimum wage. These, together 
with a whole host of other pro­
blems mean that more and more 
the membership will be looking to 
their union to provide answers and 
actively demanding them . 

The right wing in USDA W have 
no idea how to defeat the Tories or 
solve any of the major problems 
facing the members. There is 
tremendous potential for the Broad 
Left. The dialogue with the 
membership which this campaign 

has opened up will enable us to 
develop our programme and 
activity. 

By continuing to campaign 
within the union for Broad Left 
policies to eradicate low pay, the 
special problems of women and 
young workers as well as internal 
democracy and political direction 
we will be able to win increasing 
support . The campaign has widen­
eel the input into the Broad Left on 
all the clay to day issues affecting 
the members . 

A message from Bill Connor: 

"I would like to thank all supporters 
and particularly those people who 
have become involved with the Broad 
Left for the first time. Our job now is 
to build and strengthen the Broad 
left . The Tory threats to abolish the 
Wages Councils, and open shops on 
Sunday means that the role of the 
Broad Left in developing a fighting 
strategy will be ever more critical to 
our union" . 

Un ion democracy, particularly 
the demand for regular elect ion of 
the general and deputy general 
secretaries are issues which will gain 
increas ing attention from the 
members. The Broad Left will con­
tinu e to fight for these rule 
changes, clearly linking the need 
for greater democracy to the urgent 
issues affecti ng the members. 

Regu lar election of the general 
secretary proved to be by far the 
most popular of all during the cam­
paign. The members wil l un­
doubtedly be insisting that Davies 
re-submit him self for election long 
before his term of office expires. 

The Broad Left must now set its 
sights on wi nning a majority on the 
union ' s governing body, the Ex­
ecutive Council. The support gain­
ed and the les~QJlS learned during 
the General $f'fretlry election cam­
paign make this essential,and for 
the first time, possible. 

By aiming upwards at the same 
time as building amongst the ac­
tivists and the membership, the 
Broad Left will make itself an in­
vincible force in the union and 
bring about the kind of fighting, 
campaigning union which the 
members have needed for so long. 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS . 

Civil SerVants demand 
THE DEPARTMENT of Employment (DE) has 
become the latest target for civil service job cuts. union backing Official government statistics show jobs in the 
civil service have been cut from 733,176, in 1979 
to 652,534 in 1984. New technology has been 
responsible for many of these cuts, but disputes 
are brewing. Currently, in addition to the DE, the 
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Centre in Swansea are no ass urances of 

redeployment and transfer. 
expect no favours from the 
BL '84-based DE Executive. 
This supposedly left leader­
ship is moving rapidly to the 
right, and is falling more and 
more into line behind 
CPSA's ultra-right national 
leadership. The DE leader­
ship were responsible for the 
collapse of last year's shift­
workers' dispute in the 
DHSS. 

Westminster on 1 July! The 
branch is, however, undeter­
red and has overwhelmingly 
passed a motion agreeing in­
definite strike action from 11 
J uly until a satisfactory na­
tion a l agreement is 
reached-with or without 
the backing of the SEC and 
the National Disputes 
Committee . 

are involved in dispute. B N' 1 0 k tt 
The latest attack in the DE Y .•eo 8 • ~c e ' 

involves the introduction of Adnan Wllhams 
the Terminal Replacement work for women who are or 
Enquiry Service (TRES) , may be pregnant, which mav 
which initially threatens be hazardous for the foetus . 
2,000 jobs, with more cuts to The danger of VD Us to 
come. eyesight has mean~ manage-

TRES, instead of pro- ment have offered £24.95 
viding an improved service towards an y eye 

TRES is being introduced 
to Unemployment Benefit 
Offices in Reading , Staines 
and Westminster, prior to in­
troduction at other areas. 
Last Wednesday (3 July) saw 
a one-day strike at 
Westminster UBO which 
proved highly successful. 

for claimants and better con- correction-an amount 
ditions for staff, will mean a which does not cover the 
change in job design and will total cost of correction . 
not take into account the Employees are being forced 

Despite a handful of staff 
going into the building , 
management was forced to 
close the office to the public. 
Later a delegation from 
Westminster UBO went to 
CPSA headquarters to lob­
by the DE Section Execut ive 
Committee. 

Put pressure 
on NEC 

If the Disputes Committee 
fails to gi ve national back­
ing , the~ members involved 
will receive no strike pay. All 
messages of support and 
donations should be sent to: issues of health and safety. to pay for the right to work Already "left wing" sec­

tion secretary P eter 
Thomason has postponed 
strike action originally 
planned to s_tart at 

Management have refused on VDUs. Management are Westminster UBO Strike 
Centre, Westminster Trades 
Council, 40 Tachbrook 
Street , London SW I. 

to given complete assurances talking to ministers about a 
over right of transfer from proposed no compulsory 
VDU work to non- VDU redundacy agreement; there However , the branch can 

A WEEK last Tuesday, 
health workers from all over 
the Eastern region took part 
in a mass lobby of Cam­
bridge Regio nal Health 
Authorit y. 

The meeting of the 
Authority was to decide 
whether to end their contract 
with OCS for cleaning in the 
hospi tal. For the past nine 
months following the 
slashing of" the work force , 
the standards of hygeine and 
cleanliness have been con­
demned by doctors, nurses , 
patients and health workers. 
Addenbrookes domesti cs, 
sacked by OCS are on strike 
in defence not only of their 
own jobs but al so of stan­
dards of health care. 

National . 
campa1gn 

Th e health authorit y 
decided to keep OCS on, 
despite their appa lling 
record . The Tories and their 
friends wi ll not allow pa­
tients' welfare to come bet­
ween them and their profits. 

The health workers in 
struggle see the need for 
COHSE and NUPE to take 
up a national campaign and 
not allow workers such as 
those in Addenbrookes re­
main isolated. The Strike 
Committee at Addenbrookes 
has started to forge links 
with workers in Newcastle, 
also fighting privatisation. 

Rank-and-file activists 
need to become organised on 
a national basis within the 
broad \efts, so that disputes 
in Cambridge, Ham­
mersmith , Barking and 
Newcastle don't become 
isolated . 

By Chris Holmes 
(Cambridge LPYSl 

OVER 2,500 print workers and local trade unionists marched in Wolverhampton last Saturday to show support for sacked NGA 
members at the Wolverhampton Express and Star. The dispute is about the introduction of new technology over the head of NGA 
members. At the moment SOGAT and NUJ members are crossing the NGA picket line. There have been a series of disputes marred 
by conflicts between the print unions. The emphasis of speeches by Tony Dubbins, NGA general secretary, and Rodney Bickerstaffe, 
general secretary of NUPE, was quite rightly on the need for unity. Words must be put into practice by the print union leaders. If 
no national agreement is reached then unity must be built at local level. The future of trade unionism in the print is at stake. Photo 
and report : MICK CARROLL 

Telecom workers say 'no talk' no 'interim' 
FOLLOWI NG THE decisio n at the 
National Communications Unio n 
Conference to continue wi th the black­
ing of "interim" systems, the union 
is on a direct path to confrontation 
with management at Di strict and local 
level. 

Interim systems are a lead up to full 
implementation of the Customer Ser­
vices System (Front Offi ce) and is the 
largest computerisation programme 

ev.er undertaken in Europe. 
Th e effec t s on jobs wi ll be 

catast rophic, but BT still refuse to ful­
lv discuss it , especially in re1ation to 
the NCU' s Broad Strategy. The 
' Broad Strategy' is the union's claim 
for a 32 hour 4 day week to avoid the 
huge job losses which now face our 
members. 

The blacking of the se interim 
systems will severely damage BT' s im-

Skagnass' first-time postal strike 
POSTMEN IN Skegness, Lin­
colnshire, forced a management climb­
down in only a few hours when they 
took part in the first strike ever started 
at their office. -

Thursday's strike, which stopped all 
delivery and coilection of mail in the 
town, was led by 22-year-old Stuart 
Worth, who reluctantly took on the 
job of UCW branch secretary only 
eight weeks ago. 

The 33 postmen, all members of the 
UCW, voted unaminously for strike 
action after weeks of bitterness over 
the introduction of "Postal Business 
Efficiency". The last straw came when 
a new, part-time postman started work 
on Thursday, rather than on the 
following Monday as had been agreed. 

"I was amazed when we were in the 

meeting and every hand went up," 
said Stuart: "especially in this day and 
age, after the miners' strike. The com­
radeship was just great." 

Counter staff in the post office and 
the union's head office, as well as local 
people, offered their support to the 
strikers. But by tea time, it was all 
over. The men had got what they 
wanted-fresh talks on the training 
and introduction of staff. They agreed 
to go back the next day, and were of­
fered four hours overtime each to clear 
the backlog of letters. 

Stuart was delighted, but said the 
men would do the same again tomor­
row, if it was necessary. 

By a Militant correspondent 

plementation programme and con­
frontation at a District level is 
inevit able. 

In Northern Ireland the Union 
Regional Committee has stopped the 
work starting on one of these systems. 
The Chief Executive of BT Northern 
Ireland simpl y stated that this cou ld 
lead to interesting development s. As 
the system in vol ved is a vit al part in 
phase ' A' of the full CSS programme , 
he wi ll now be forced into a situation 
of taking the BTNI workers on . In a ll 
probability it will be sooner rather 
than later . 

We cannot allow management to 
pick their ta rgets like thi s. Following 
the fir st worker being suspended , the 
union should announce a national pro­
gramme of action. 

Senior management have stated that 
when they were a nationalised com­
pany , service came first , but now as a 
private company, profit comes first. 
Under capitalism profit not on ly 
comes before service, but of the 
workers and their right to work. 

Any attack on a section of the in ­
dustry must be resisted by national ac­
tion. With workers uniting in this fight 
we can and wi ll defeat BT and 
ultimately the Tory go\·ernment who 
are pulling their strings. 

By Stephen Tweed 
(Coleraine Branch Secretary, NCU) 

Lanes 
furniture 
workers 

OVER A year ago (see 
Militant 9 March 1984), 
there was mass recruit­
ment to the Furniture, 
Timber and Allied Trades 
Union (FTA1) at Silent­
night bedding manufac­
turer in Barnoldswick, 
Lancashire. This was 
followed by the first 
strike in Silentnight' s 
40-year history-and that 
strike's success brought 
even more new members 
to FTAT. 

By Joe Greaves 
and linden Stafford 

(Skipton Labour Party) 

Now once again, things 
aren't quiet at Silentnight. 
Since 10 June, workers have 
been on strike at all three 
depots , at Barnoldswick and 
at Sutton in West Yorkshire. 

For three years, shop floor 
workers have received no 
pay increase, during which 
time the company's profit s 
have steadi ly grown, in­
cluding a reported profit of 
over £600,000 in 1984-85 . 

Although bonuses had tec­
nically been increasing , the 
shortening of production 
schedules has meant that 
bonus payment s actuall y 
recei ved by workers have 
been decreasing . 

In January 1985 the union 
accepted management's pro­
posal of a wage freeze in 
return for no redundancies. 
However, in Apri l, 53 redun­
danci es were announced . 
Workers then began a wo rk­
to-rule and imposed an OYer­
time ban. 

At the beginning of June, 
management suspended six 
work ers at Sut ton fo r ' not 
working to full capacity' . 

On 10 Jun e, union mem­
bers at all three depots came 
out in sympath y. Official 
FT AT picket lines were 
establi shed , with a 24-hour 
picket. 

No deli \·eries have been 
made: all lor ry d ri\'ers have 
agreed not to cross picket 
lines, including a West Ger­
man dri ve r who turned 
round and drove back to 
German y. 

Some beds have been 
taken out by sub-con tract 
drivers, but only two or three 
Silentnight lorries have 
removed bed5. Only a small 
number of shop-floor 
workers have crossed picket 
lines. 

'v1anagement , headed by 
t he wealth y, propertied, 
chairman , Tom Clarke, have 
refused to negotiate with 
FT AT and have rejected a 
ca ll fo r arbit ration b y 
ACAS . 

They are now hiring tem ­
porary workers, but when 
one Keighley man turned up 
at Silentnight and discovered 
there was a strike on , he im­
mediat ely joined the picket 
line ! 

The bosses have so far 
pinned their hopes on a 
wholesale return to work, 
which shows no signs of 
materialising. Last year 's 
strike success at Silentnight 
has shown a particularly ex­
ploited group of workers 
what can be achieved by 
union solidarit y. 

Skipton Labour Party and 
LPYS have alread y started 
collections fo r the Silent­
night strikers. We must en­
sure they are given every 
support. 
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Miners' conference needs rank and 
file voice 
NUM CONFERENCE saw the hand of every 
delegate, except those of the scab Notts 
leaders, raised high in support of the victimis­
ed miners. 

If any act summed up 
the utter bankruptcy of 
the likes of Lynk and 
Prendergast this was it. 
Any miners who are 
tempted to follow 
them-be warned. 

All that the resolution said 
was: "A special conference 
will be held during the first 
half of October 1985 in order 
to decide upon what action 
will be taken to bring about 
the reinstatement". 

Arthur Scargill declared 
this issue: "A basic principle 
of trade unionism on trial." 
The Notts scab leaders were 
guilty of betrayal. 

According to the media, 
much of the rest of the con­
ference centred around the 
"will they or won't they" 
saga of the Notts Area leav­
ing the national union . The 
press waited like vultures 
hoping to please their owners 
in the campaign to create a 
new Spencer union. 

For one whole day the 
conference, in closed session, 
discussed the fate of Lynk 
and Prendergast after break-

By Chris Herriot 
(Sacked miner, 

Monktonhall NUM) 

ing union policy while 
employed by the national 

.union. 
At a press conference later 

Scargill stated that they en­
couraged and voted for the 
changes in rules of the Notts 
Area and campaigned and 
voted in abandoning the 
overtime ban. 

Wide agenda 
Until the time the Area 

makes a decision, the na­
tionally paid Area agent 
must support the national 
position-and only then 
argue for the local position 
even if its completely oppos­
ed to the national. 

This however, was not the 
only issue facing the 
delegates, although the 
media spent their time con­
centrating on this point. 

The recognition of the 
South African NUM 

(reported in last week's Mili­
tant) must be applauded. 
Now pits in every area must 
make approaches to the 
South African NUM to ce­
ment links . 

The battle is yet to come 
on the wages front. The con­
ference called for a 
"substantial increase". The 
NCB will try and base any 
increase on incentive 
payments, which have fallen 
by £16 a week since 1978 
when they were introduced. 

A decent basic wage for all 
members and abolition of 
the incentive scheme must be 
the aim. The NCB would 
love us to risk further life 
and limb to enable them to 
give a glowing report of m­
creased profits to their 
bosses, the Tory 
government. 

As during the strike the 
miners' wives made 
themselves heard. Singing 
the battle songs they lobbied 
every delegate demanding 
they should be linked to the 
NUM. 

Unfortunately, conference 
rejected the idea of associate 
membership by one vote. It 
would have been small 
enough reward for their 
loyalty to the union and' 

Railworkers face 
'driver-only' fight 
THE STRUGGLE against 
implementation of Dri ver 
Only Operation (DOO) is 
nov.-- coming to a head at 
man y rail depots around the 
country. 

By Andy Viner 
(Kings Cross ASLEF) 

Contary to some pessim­
ists' views it is not too late 
to defeat the Rail Board's 
proposals . In fact the time to 
fight back has arri ved. 

Strike action is the only 
way we can stop it. The 
preparation of such action 
must begin straight away . 

NUR conference policy is 
total opposition, including 
training and trials . 

ASLE&F , unfortunately 
don't oppose DOO in prin­
ciple but have a policy of not 
co-operating with manage­
ment as long as the NUR re­
main opposed-which is a 
crossed arms approach. 

The NUR leadership have 
issued instructions to union 
representatives at local and 
regional level not to talk to 
management about DOO. 

Too much of their argu­
ment has emphasised the 
Board's failure to take their 
proposals through the 
machinery rather than ex­
plaining in full the case for 
all-out opposition. 

The NUR must initiate a 
major national campaign of 
propaganda. A clear appeal . 
to ASLE&F for support 
must be made. 

Full national backing 
must be given by both 
unions to the members at 
Immingham, who were first 
in the firing line and have set 
an example to all of us. 

But activists in every area 

must not wait for th e na­
tional lead. There should be 
a barrage of resolutions and 
messages from branches , to 
union head office to keep 
pressure on them. f\·1essages 
of support should also go to 
lmmingham NUR and 
ASLE&F branches. 

In ever y area mas s 
meetings at branch, depot 
and District level must be 
called. Alread y Thames 
Valley, London Midland, 
Sheffield, and Chesterfield 
District Councils of the NUR 
have taken such an initiaii ve, 
thi s mu st be repeated 
elsewhere. 

Local Federation 
meetings , leaflet s and 
bulletins , must be used to 
take the message to the 
m em bership-especiall y 
those depots where im­
plementation of driver only 
operation is threatened first. 

THE British Rail Board's 
first attempts to ignore NUR 
and ASLEF · representatives 
and unilaterally impose fur­
ther trials for Driver Only 

~ '" V 

Operation of trains (DOO) 
received a severe blow this 
week. 

Renewed trials were due to 
st!lrt on Monday 8 July, on 
iron ore trains from Imm­
ingham to Santon ore ter­
minal in t.he South Humber­
side area. 

In a marvellous show of 
unity the driver on the first 
train of the day refused to 
move without a guard , and 
the guard refused to under­
take alternative duties. 

Trains were cancelled as a 
result. Management sent the 
two men home without pay. 

Union representatives at 
Immingham are planning to 
make links with drivers and 
guards at Kings Cross which 
is th-e next place where 
management are planninl! 
DOO, this time on passen~er 
trains. 

Immingham train crews 
faced heavy victimisation for 
blackin__g coke and iron ore 
during the miners' strike and 
unity between them has bee" 
forged in struggle-a great 
sign for the future. 

1 ~ ~~ foi HTPU waers 
' ' 

Copies available from World Socialist Books, 3- 1 3 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. Price 25p + 20p 
post and packing. Post free over four copies. 

Arthur Scargill dominates NUM conference. His resolute stand has won the respect of the. · 
activists-now they need to be brought more into the union's decision-making. 

sacrifice during the strike. 
Much else was discussed at 

the conference, but one over­
whelming desire was for the 
return of a Labour govern­
ment at the next election. 
However, Kinnock's out­
burst on both the victimised 
miners and the Brecon by­
election result points to the 
difficulties ahead . 

Labour 
Unless Labour breaks 

with the capitalist system the 
bosses will end up dictating 
to Kinnock and the promises 

of a future for coal will be 
hollow. 

The conference lacked the 
vitality and enthusiasm of 
the young miners . It is now 
clear that there is a need for 
a national youth conference. 
Not only would it be an 
avenue to discuss the pro­
blems faced by youth , it 
would also prepare for the 
next battle. 

The Areas could have 
youth councils and then 
could elect delegates to at­
tend the national conference. 

Another beneficial change 
would be to have represen-

tatives from every pit. In to­
day's situation, where it is 
vital that the decisions and 
the discussion behind them 
are relayed back as quickly 
as possible, an expanded 
conference is needed . There 
were only 99 delegates pre­
sent. This is inadequate to 
the task facing us today. 

'Next time' 
But one message was clear 

from the conference. "We 
will fight again and next time 
we will win" . 

Price of Golden Wonder 

Workers at the Goldon Wonder factory at Broxburn near Edinburgh picket for 12 y;,% pay rise. 
The current wage is £69 per week. Management have offered 6\12%. The picket line is supported 
by Whitburn miners' wives support group. 

A life on the ocean wages 
THE SEAMEN'S union 
has won the first round of 
a fight with the P&O 
shipping line. 

By Eileen Short 

Union members on the 
Canberra and the Sea 
Princess voted to disrupt 
holiday cruises from British 
ports, in protest at P&O's 
plans to sack 375 NUS 
members on four ships, re­
employing them on a 'con­
cessionaire' basis . 

Waiters, cabin and bar 
staff on four of the seven 
Notth American P&O ships 
were offered a GCHQ-type 
bribe to buy out their rights. 

As concessionaires they 
would be paid $150 a month; 
passengers' tips were suppos­
ed to make this up to a li v­
ing wage! 

Job security would be 
threatened by loss of British 
Merchant Navy Federation 

membership . Staff who lost 
their job with P&O would be 
''finished'', according to 
Peter Busson, convenor of 
the UK-based Sea Princess . 
Loss of Federation member­
ship means " no job on any 
other British flagged vessel." 

The angry response of 
British and Canadian P&O 
workers forced the company 
to retreat. Expensive cruises 
were disrupted, with 
pa>sengers leafletted to ap­
p~a! for support. 

The final b!ow was the 
two to OJ~e vote for action by 
the crew of the Royal . 
Princess in Vancouver, and 
support from Canadian 
dockers. 

The union's press officer 
says the dispute is over: "as 
far as we are concerned, 
P&O have withdrawn their 
demands. " But he and 
everyone else recognise that 
the company will be back . 

P&O claim the wide use of 
concessionaire-staff by rival 

fleets puts them at a 'cost­
disadvantage' . Union 
members know this is a 
smoke-screen: P&O expect 
to make £14 m profit on 
their cruise ships this year. 

The NUS ~Executive is 
negotiating "a fine balance 
between saving jobs and 
keeping lines viable", accor­
ding to their press office. 

Union's task 
P&O already employ 

foreign workers on low 
wages; the union cannot be 
allowed to countenance any 
bartering of members' rights 
to make the line 'com­
petitive'. 

The real task is to organise 
on the flags of convenience, 
and ensure union rates and 
conditions on every ship. 
The union should seize the 
initiative, with a renewed 
onslaught on the cowboy 
fleets. 
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COUNCIL workers' 
shop stewards will · 
meet in London this 
Saturday at a con­
ference called by the 
National Local Auth­
orities Co-ordinating 
Committee. 

By Nick Toms 

It will form a major part 
of the preparations to build 
a national campaign 
amongst council workers in 
defence of the Labour coun­
cillors in Liverpool, Edin ­
burgh and Lambeth who 
have put their livelihoods 
and futures on the line in the 
fight to defend jobs and · 
services. 

This struggle does not on­
ly concern workers in the 
three areas under attack­
its outcome will affect every 
worker in l0cal government. 
Unless it is successful, the 
battle to defeat privatisation, 
spending cuts and rate­
capping will be seriously 
undermined. Thousands of 
local authority jobs could 
depend on a victory in Liver­
pool, Edinburgh and 
Lambeth. 

No authority can fight on 
their own . This can only 
result in councils being pick­
ed off one at a time. Na­
tional unity is essential. A 
common threat must be 
resisted collectively. 

The conference must give 
a pledge that in the event of 
local authori ty workers be­
ing forced to take strike ac­
tion to defend jobs and ser­
vices or in response to action 
being taken against coun7 
cillors, solidarity action must 
be taken by local authority 
workers across the country. 

A demand must be placed 
on the leaderships of the 
trade unions and the TUC 
that they have a duty to sup­
port any of their members 
who are forced into taking 
industrial action. The deci­
sion of this year's NALGO 
conference to support any 

Liverpool Council 
-See page 3 

Miners 
(From page one) 

But the splitters will not 
find things so easy. Already, 
there has been a meeting in 
Sheffie ld of pro-NUM 
elements, attended by • 

ar1ty 
· representatives from each pit 

in the Notts coalfield. 
Well over 5,000 voted to 

stay with the National Union 
in the recent ballot over the 
rule changes and some 7,000 
abstained. 

Thousands of Notts 
miners will question how 
their 'leaders' could storm 
out of Annual Conference 
after having taken part in 
the vote on whether or not to 
adopt a new rule book. 

A Young Socialist pickets the auditor's office in Liverpool. 19 
June. Photo: Militant 

council forced "to approve mass meetings of shop 
deficit budgets or declare stewards and workers in 
that thev ar; unable to make every local authority, while 
a rate i~ order to avoid cuts NLACC must be prepared to 
in jobs and services or produce hundreds of 
massi ve rent and rate rises" thousands of leaflet s. 
must now be translated into stickers and posters publicis-
action . So must the pledge of ing this struggle . 
support for Liverpool and The message must be 
Lambeth given by Jack taken to every local authori-
Dromey on behalf of the ty worker that if Liverpool, 
TGWU . Edinburgh and Lambeth 

A mass campaign must be fail , your job could be next 
launched from the con- to go. The time has come for 
ference to explain the situa- all local authority workers to 
tion to every local authority take a common stand in 
worker and to win their sup- defence of jobs, services and 
port for solidarity action. communities. 
This will need to include 
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ALONGSIDE LOCAL 
authority workers na­
tionally, Liverpool Ci­
ty Council will also 
need the backing of 
private sector workers 
in Merseyside itself. 

By a Militant reporter 

A group of ten local 
authority workers-dubbing 
themselves the 'A Team' ­
have taken on the task of 
building that support. So far 
they have concentrated on 
the industrial estates of 
Speke and Garston and in­
tend to build links with 
health service and transport 
workers. As one of the 'A­
Team' put it: "Everything 
with a worker in it, we'll be 
there. " 

The team start off ringing 
around stewards to explain 
their campaign, then arrive 
at factory gates armed with 
papers, leaflets, posters and 
collecting buckets. Meetings 
were held for workers at the 
Glaxo and Bryant and May 
factories , and they address­
ed st r iking wo r kers at 
A utomotive Products 
(formerly Lockheed). They 
have leafleted other plants 
such as Dista, Ridgeways 
and Metal Box and ap­
proached stewards on the 
buses and at hospitals. 

There has been a good 
response, the importance of 
a victory for the council is 
realised. 

But the private sector 
bosses know where they 

stand too; they want Liver­
pool beaten. If the council 
did make 10,000 redundan­
cies it would make it easier 
for the bosses to further at­
tack the conditions and pay 
of their workers. Not only 
be~use it would be yet 
another batch of mass 
unemployment with which 
to frighten workers into line. 
It would also break the bas­
tion of trade unionism built 
up amongst the council 
workforce. On the other 
hand if Liverpool wins, the 
bosses know it will raise the 
morale and confidence of 
workers throughout 
Merseyside. 

Meetings 
This explains their panic 

whenever the 'A-team' ar­
rive. When a meeting was ar­
ranged for Glaxo workers, 
management spent all their 
time telling the workforce 
the meeting had been 
cancelled. They even used 
the plant tannoy system to 
spend half an hour running 
down the council! At Bryant 
and May after an 'A-Team ' 
visit , management hurriedly 
put up hand written posters 
all round the factory attack­
ing the council's stand. 

Private sector workers in 
Liverpool have an important 
role to play in the defence of 
their city council. If your 
workplace needs leaflets, 
posters or a speaker from the 
council campaign, contact 
the Central Support Unit at 
Liverpool town hall. 
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Nevertheless, the dangers 
of the breakaway gathering 
support must not be 
underestimated. Any threat 
to the unity of the miners 
must be answered im-

. mediately and resolutely. 
The Board and the govern­
ment are attempting to 
engage in union-busting of 
the American variety. 

The NUM must launch 
the campaign to win the rank 
and file Notts miners to the 
National Union and isolate 
the 'Spencerite' area ' leader­
ship'. Those in Notts who 
showed their loyalty in the 
strike or area ballot should 
also be mobilised . 'Spencer­
ism' must be strangled at 
birth. Now the opportunity 
has arisen to complete the 
task begun in the 1940s to 
build a genuine, democratic 
National Union of 
Mineworkers. 

Representation at con­
ferences should be on the 
crasis of one -delegate elected 
from each colliery in the 
British coalfield. Clerical 
workers and tradesmen 
should be taken into memb­
ership of the colliery NUM 
branch where possible . 

Those. not employed at 
collieries should be organis­
ed in branches based on their 
workplace with the same 
basis of representation as the 
collieries . This would be a 
far more democratic system 
than the present area and 
sectional representat ion. 

The TUC and Labour 
leadership must rall y to th e 
side of the National Union 
of Mineworkers. 

The whole labour and 
trade union movement must 
be prepared to assist the 
NUM in every way possible 
to rid the coalfields of this 
menace. It may be the NUM 
suffering this attack now, 
but it will be dockers, 
engineers or railmen next if 
the bosses are allowed to 
succeed. 

Donate 
I would like to donate 
£ · p each week 
/month to the fighting 
fund. 

Sell 
I would like to sell _ _ 
papers per week 
(minimum 5) on a sale or 
return basis. 


