WITH WORKERS facing the most serious assault
on jobs and living standards since the war, with
the Tories riding roughshod over trade union and
democratic rights, it was a disgrace that the
Labour Party leader, Neil Kinnock, chose to

declare war on a part of the labour movement,

All those Press barons
who support the Tory Party
in one general election after
another, are now crowing
with satisfaction, not to say
glee, at the speeches he
made.

In his attacks upon the
labour movement of Liver-
pool and upon the miners,
he showed utter contempt
for the struggle of ordinary
working people for their jobs
and their livelihoods.

It is all very well to talk,
as he did, about ‘‘oppor-
tunities’’ and about helping
our ““own people”’, but when
workers do take up a fight
for their rights and for a de-
cent life, they deserve the
backing of the leadership,
not kicks in the teeth.

The Labour Party con-
ference this week has ad-
dressed itself to all the hor-
rendous problems facing
workers as a result of the
Tories’ policies. Unemploy-
ment has more than trebled.
Whole industries and regions
have been laid waste. Trade
union and democratic rights
in general have been savag-
ed. Massive cuts have sliced
into the health, education
and welfare services used by
working people.

Time after time, clear calls
came out of the conference
for the next Labour govern-
ment to redress the balance,
to restore the cuts and to
fight as hard for workers as
the Tories do for their own
class.

What was so disgraceful
about Neil Kinnock’s speech
was the way he treated the
conference and the Labour
Party membership as irrele-
vant and, in effect, address-
ed his remarks to the Press.
His speech was a futile at-
tempt to appease the Press
barons whose only interest is
to prevent a Labour victory
and demoralise Labour’s
ranks. It was a snub to the
hundreds of thousands of
honest, hard working
Labour Party members who
put him where he is and
whose views are reflected in
the conference.

Moreover, the speech and
the ‘Presidential’ style will
not win an election. Unless

the rank and file of the par-
ty are enthusiastically
mobilised to fight an elec-
tion, they will not be able to
go out to the mass and con-
vince them.

His attack on Liverpool
council in his main speech
was a scandal, deliberately
distorting the question of the
90 day notices. In Liverpool
there is a District Labour
Party and a Labour group
fighting to.keep jobs and to
build homes.

It is.not “‘playing politics
with peoples’ jobs”’ for those
49 councillors to put their
own livelihoods at risk, as
they have done. It is not
empty ‘‘rhetoric’® or
““posturing’’ for the council

to build homes and create
jobs as they have done.

It is unforgiveable for the
Labour leadership to kick
Liverpool in the face, after
the record they have built up
and after the courageous
stand they have taken.

Neither Neil Kinnock nor
John Cunningham the day
after would offer an accep-
table alterrative to Liver-
pool’s strategy. John Cun-
nigham, Shadow Enviro-
ment Minister, let the cat out
of the bag when he clearly
hinted that ‘‘two or three
thousand” Liverpool jobs
would have to go. When
David Blunkett offered a
way out ‘‘without cuts and
without cutting the housing
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programme,’’ Kinnock
pointedly refused to ap-
plause, unlike the majority
of conference.

Neil Kinnock’s contempt
for Liverpool was only mat-
ched by his contempt for the
National Union of
Mineworkers, in his speech
the following day.

The newspapers have
fallen over themselves to
congratulate Kinnock on the
keynote speech, describing it
as a ‘watershed’ in Labour
history. He has been com-
pared to Hugh Gaitskell,
right-wing Labour leader of
the fifties, who fought in the
party against unilateral
nuclear disarmament.

(Continued on page 4)

Liverpool's fight
for jobs

See pages 7 to 10

Lahour can win
with socialist

b5 per cent back
Labour in Liverpool

21st Year celebration

Sunday 3 November, 1985

Royal Albert Hall, London SW7

All tickets £3 (Cheques to ‘’Militant Rally’’)
(Créche available, but places must be booked!

Doors open 11am
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Kinnock slanders Labour fighters

MR KINNOCK had been
doing so well. To silence
in the conference hall he
tore into the Tory
destruction of the
economy. Then he trod
on a mine, when he made
his disgraceful attack on
the Liverpool councillors.
In a split second the con-
ference hall was
transformed from atten-
tive silence into uproar.
The booes and shouts
changed to roars of ap-
proval when a furious
Eric Heffer stormed off
the stage.

Afterwards many angry
delegates stormed out of the
conference hall. Heated
discussions took place in the
conference bars and foyers.
Right-wing MP Joe Ashton
gave a TV interview and to
the incredulity of onlookers
said that Kinnock’s speech
had been excellent but had
been marred only by a
‘handful’ of extremists.

When delegates and
visitors challenged him he
was reduced to shouting
aubse back at them. One
angry NUM delegate told
Militant: “‘Get this in your
" paper—Kinnock sold the
miners down the river and
now he’s selling out Liver-
pool and Lambeth’’,

For many delegates Kin-.
nock’s outburst was a blow
to the unity of the party. He
had been praising the
‘freedom struggles’ in
Nicaragua and South
America but the test came
when he moved closer to
home. ’

In his usual style he would
not name names but made
tenuous remarks which
everyone knew were about
Liverpool and Lambeth.
Without explanation he
derided Liverpool, not nam-
ing them of course, for

Neil Kinnock—attacked fighting socialists but grovelled to the

Tory Press.

delivering ‘‘redundancy’’
notices by taxi and ‘‘postur-
ing with people’s jobs’’. He
said first and foremost they
should “‘defend jobs and ser-
vices”’. The delegates’ fury
was because that is exactly
what the Liverpool and
Lambeth councillors are
fighting for. It is not
‘‘posturing’’ to be surcharg-
ed and have the threat of
bankruptcy, your home
taken away and be debarred
from public office.

Principles

Kinnock talked about
‘“‘principled socialist
policies’’—the Liverpool
and Lambeth councillors are
putting principles before per-
sonal interest. :

It was not just the
dishonesty of Kinnock on
the Liverpool issue that
angered delegates, but the
shock that within just a few
words  Kinnock  had

destroyed the unity that the
party had shown over the
past few days.

The leaders of the Liver-
pool labour movement were
quick to respond. Tony
Mulhearn, president of the
District Labour Party told
Militant: = “‘It" was an
outrageous statement to
make against councillors
who are fighting to defend
jobs and services. Kinnock
has marked himself out as
the most divisive party leader
since Ramsey MacDonald”’.

John Hamilton leader of
the Liverpool City Council
said: ““Kinnock had provok-
ed discord where there
should have been unity’’.
Derek Hatton, Deputy
Leader said: ““The council
and the Joint Shop
Stewards’ had repeatedly ex-
plained that the
redundancy—or more ac-
curately the  90-day
notices—are a tactic with
which to fight the Tory lock-

JAMES WHITE, right-wing
Labour MP for Glasgow
Pollok, has dropped his
libel action against Militant
over our report in February
1983 of a dispute in his
vehicle-delivery firm. Mili-
tant has not in any way
retracted its report, which we
believe was true. Nor have
the editors apologised to
White.

Nevertheless, in spite of
having a very strong case and
in spite of the settlement, we
face a bill for our own legal
costs of at least £10,000.

In February 1983 Militant
reported the case of low-paid
T&GWU members
employed by White at
Glasgow Car Collection Ltd.

We still believe that we
were totally justified in sup-
porting the workers involv-
ed, and publicising their case
to the wider labour
movement.

White was offered the
right of reply in Militant, but
did not take up the offer. In-
stead, he pursued his libel
action.

We were advised that we
had a very strong defence.
However, to brief barristers
to present our case in court
we would have had to put up
£25,000 in advance. This was
just our own costs for a trial!

Legal Aid is not available
for libel cases.

If we had gone to trial and
won the case, we would of
course have recovered our
costs.” But the barristers
warned us that the court

would probably be strongly
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" Cash vital for legal costs

newspaper like Militant.
Although a jury decides on
defamation, the judge
decides on points of law and
we were warned there was a
risk that he could decide
adversly on certain issues,
swing the odds heavily
against us.

Additional pressure was
put on Militant by the fact
that the Glasgow Herald
which was also being sued by
White for similar reports,
paid into the High Court
£3,500—in effect, admitting
that they were not putting up
a full defence. This was done
without consultation with
Militant. Whites solicitors
approached Militant to
discuss an out-of-court sett-
lement.

No retraction

Militant has not apologis-
ed. We have not in any way
retracted our report. White
will be making a unilateral
statement in court which
points this out. But faced
with the phenomenal cost of
going to trial, we decided
that we had no choice, from
the point of view of the best
interests of the paper, but to
agree to a settlement.

Nevertheless, we believe
that Militant is being heavi-
ly penalised for printing the
truth. Unless we get the
necessary cash within the
next four weeks, we will suf-
fer from this serious deple-
tion of our resources.

This is an outrage!
Because we couldn’t afford
g s 5~y e uag B =s

o SN H R

appealing to all trade
unionists, Labour Party
members and Young
Socialists to  donate

generously to our Defence
Fund.

tant Defence Fund, 5§
Cremer House, Deptford
Church Street, London

SE8 4SB.

speak the truth’’ Stickers: £1 per

from ““Militant Defence Fund,”
5 Cremer House,
Church Street,
4SB.

£5.89 raised at Derby College of

thousands to present our
case in court, Militant is be-
ing deprived of finances.
Unless this is made up,
essential resources for the
development of the paper
and especially for supporting
the fight led by Liverpool Ci-
ty Council against Tory cuts
will be undermined.

We are therefore urgently

Send donations to: Mili-

‘‘Defend Militant—The Right to
100 plus p&p. Available now

Deptford
London SE8

DONATIONS RECIEVED this
week include: £65 from GL
Knell; £25 from Abercorn
Branch LP; Paisley; £10 from
Pollokshields/Shawlands LP,
Glasgow; £13.90 raised from a
collection at ASTMS A199
branch, Bradford; £6 from
Motherwell South LPYS and £5
Leith LPYS; £7.70 collected by
readers in South London from
TGWU members at Battersea
Bus Garage; £6.60 collected by
readers in Newham South
Labour Party; Shepherds Bush
AUEW 35 SE branch passed a
resolution of support and
donated £5; £5 from Rodney
Ballard, Gedling NUM, and
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Eric Heffer caused a sensation by leaving the platform when Kinnock launched his spiteful tirade
against Liverpool council. Dozens of delegates left the hall and about a third applauded the Liverpool
delegation.

out. Kinnock has played
right into the hands of the
capitalist press’’.

In his speech Kinnock
spoke how the achievements
of the labour movement had
helped him, along with a
million other workers. It had
achieved the right to decent
housing—that is the main
plank of the Liverpool coun-
cil’s fight to build new coun-
cil homes. Kinnock spoke of
how he had been given the
chance of an education—but
Liverpool are fighting for
further education. It will be
the first section to go if
Liverpoo! lose their fight
against the Tories.

Contempt

Kinnock contemptuously
accused Liverpool and
Lambeth—though not nam-
ing them of course—of
‘“barking instead of biting”’.
But Liverpool and Lambeth,
by staying firm with the

socialist policies they were
elected on, and with a man-
date from the local people,
are biting hard at the Tory
government.

That is why the Tories,
their press, the establishment
and now the Labour leader-
ship are pouring abuse on
their heads. It is where

" Labour councillors have

‘‘barked’’—giving  off
flowery rhetoric, but bowing
down to Tory pressure to cut
jobs and services—that has
resulted in support falling
away from Labour.-
Kinnock said Labour must
achieve ‘‘victory with its
policies intact’’. In effect
what he and Roy Hattersley
before him are saying is:
““Don’t make any promises,
then it won’t look bad when
we break them”’. If this is so
then inevitably a Labour
government would end up
patching up capitalism like
the previous Callaghan ad-
ministration, rather than

‘socialism,

pus'h. through socialist
policies and transform
society.

The Kinnock lie is that
radical socialism is un-
popular. After lecturing
Liverpool and Lambeth
about “‘principles’” he said in
effect—‘Keep quiet about
get Labour
elected’. Yet the fact is that
when the movement takes a
principled stand its support
grows. Liverpool Labour
Party—in the eye of the
storm—is growing in
support.

Labour’s national stan-
ding has gone up since the
magnificent stand of the
miners. The Liverpool and
Lambeth issues follow the
miners as a major test for the
Labour leadership. Unfor-
tunately Kinnock and the
Labour leadership have fail-
ed that test.

By Bob Wade in
Bournmouth

Biggest Militant meeﬁng ever

The platfor of the Militant Readers meeting at Labour Party conference.

AROUND 700 delegates and visitors made this year’s conference Militant
Readers’ meeting the biggest and liveliest ever. The meeting was on Tuesday
night, just after Kinnock’s attack on Liverpool council, and this gave an added

edge and spirit to the meeting. The contributions and discussion,and the magpnifi-

cent collection of over £2,100 for the Militant Fighting Fund —the highest ever—
was the best reply to Kinnock’s slurs and mud slinging.

The conference also looks likely to set a record for Militant sales. Over 400

copies were sold in the first two days.

Paranoid Powell and the missing letter

A RESOLUTION from Ogmore Constituen-
cy Labour Party calling for action to be
taken against the Militant Tendency failed to
appear on the final agenda of party con-
ference. Constituency representatives were
informed that this was because they failed
to reply to a letter asking if they would ac-
cept an amendment.

Outraged Ogmore MP, Ray Powell, arch-
enemy of Militant claimed that the consti-

tnency didn’t recoive tho lattor and cnicancted 1/7N/RK)

that ““it could be some Militant Tendency sup-
porter at Walworth Road, the party head-
quarters, who decided that he would not post
the letter to us.”’ Or perhaps ‘it might have
been a Militant postman who decided not to
deliver it, of course. But it was very strange
that all the documentation dealing with con-
ference arrangements arrived in Ogmore ex-
cept this letter dealing with our one resolu-
tion which went astray.” (Western Mail
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THE ROLE of the
pelice last weekend
came as no shock to
- the people of Brix-
ton, but it ignited all
the anger built up
over years.

The shooting of an inno-
cent black woman, Cherry
Groce, in the back in the
presence of her children was
seen as part of a police war
on local people, particularly
blacks.

The police called it an ac-
cident. They raided the home
at 7 am on Saturday looking
for Mrs Groce’s son
Michael.. As she walked
down the stairs policemen
kicked in the door. Mrs
Groce turned in fright to
move back upstairs, she
never made it, a trigger hap-
py policeman shot her in the
back, possibly paralysing her
for life.

‘Mistake' claim

Other police rushed her
demanding to know where
her son was. It was obvious
that they had come armed
intent on shooting the son,
but had made a ‘mistake’.
Even Starsky and Hutch
usually warn people before
breaking into premises.

The mood of the people in
Normandy Road where the
Groces lived was of solemn

Inner cities explosion

sympathy for the family, but
many people thought
something should be done.
So a crowd marched on the
police station armed with
bricks. Many more people
gathered round the streets.
The police guarded their
patch, crouched behind
shields, almost bluffing peo-
ple into running away, but
the crowd ran at them and
the police were forced to
retreat.

““THEY WANT it to be
like America or South
Africa, where the police
can shoot anyone they
like.”” —Brixton resident.

It was about that time that
shops like Tandy and Burton
began to be looted by black
and white alike. People
threw out clothes and luxury
goods to local people who
had no other chance of get-
ting them on social security
or low wages. But the police
vans were the target, seen as
the symbol of repression.
They began to be attacked.
One van charged at local
people; it was either run or
be run over.

Although the press em-
phasised the looting, the
underlying point which
needs stressing is the totally
justified anger at the un-
provoked shooting of an in-
nocent women.

The police oppose an en-

quiry saying it might pre-
judice the case; they may try
adjourning the case for
months hoping we forget the
incident, but we won’t. If we
don’t have a strong cam-
paign who else will be vic-
tims of ‘accidental’ deaths?

No cover up! Justice must
be done, not by an enquiry
by a country cop from
Yorkshire or by an ex-public
school judge. The police
should be accountable to
people who have to live in
these areas. We need an en-
quiry by local people, local
councillors and trade
unionists. The police should
be accountable to local peo-
ple at all time.

The 1981 burning and
looting didn’t solve anything
for us. The government gave
us Scarman, some cosmetic
changes, nice trees and
useless consultative police

_committees, while society

decomposed around us. We
need a campaign of max-
imum support for the Groce
family, for an independent
enquiry with full participa-
tion of the local community
and for charges against the
policeman involved.

But most of all the riots
are saying we want change
and change that will last.

Eyewitness report by a
Vauxhall LPYS member

-Tories to blame

THE SHOOTING of
Cherry Groce ignited all
the pent up anger of Brix-
ton’s youth, It showed
once again the seeming
disregard of the police for
the lives and safety of
black and working class
people.

The weekend’s upheavals
were a response to both the
action of the police and to
conditions in Britain’s
jobless, ill-housed inner
cities.

Rioting produces no solu-
tions: “‘I know it’s no good
for people to run through
shops. It won’t stop the
police, or get me a job. But
something’s got to be done”’
one black teenager told us on
Sunday morning.

Police methods

For most of the youth in-
volved it was a spontaneous
expression of frustration and
anger. At the same time, as
in .all such situations, a
minority can use the spon-
taneous lashing out at all the
local symbols of authority
and wealth as a cover for
assaults on local people,
thefts from homes, and even
rape. Together with the
labour movement, those
who genuinely speak for the
local community are totally
opposed to these elements.

Predictably, however the
gutter press highlights such
incidents in order to divert
attention from the legitimate
anger of the local communi-
ty and the atrocious condi-
tions underlying the social
explosion.

Unemployment reaches
about 75 per cent for young
blacks in Brixton. Slum
housing, vicious policing, all
hit hardest here. But local

The Tories only ‘solution’

people are looking for a long
term answer. Blind anger,
and another cycle of repres-
sion and riots can not end
the problems.

The anger must be
directed against the real
looters and vandals in socie-
ty, the Tories and big
business.

Far from improving after
the Scarman report in 1981,
conditions in Brixton have
got worse. Lord Scarman
picked out social conditions
and bitter resentment against
police methods as the cause
of the disturbances amongst
both black and white youth
in the spring of 1981.

Scarman, a ‘liberal’
representative of the ruling
class did not favour any real
control over the police force.
Few people would deny that
policing is necessary to pre-
vent crime. But the ruling
class see the police’s function
as intimidation of any sec-
tion of the working class
which shows signs of oppos-
ing the system, as the
millions spent weekly on
policing the miners’ strike
shows. Black youth, at the
butt end of capitalism in
crisis are also feared as a

Photo: Militant

potentially revolutionary
group.

Scarman’s ‘alternative’ to
accountability was the farce

of ‘consultation’. This has

not stopped the repeated

police harassment of local
people, again particularly
local blacks. The GLC still
get regular reports of attacks
such as prison cell beatings.
We must demand full
democratic control and ac-
countability of the police
forceincluding the tops, and
over all aspect of daily polic-
ing, by the elected local
authority.

Social conditions too have
worsened. Since Scarman
reported in 1981 the Tories
have dealt further savage
blows against the inner city
areas. In 1981, there were
13,000 people out of work in
Lambeth, now the
borough’s unemployment
has reached 27,000. Among
black youth, three out of
four are now believed to be
jobless according to a recent
radio report.

Council looted
by Tories

Lord Scarman found
Brixton had been marked by
decay and bad housing.
After the 1981 riots, a small
amount of money was
provided-but overwhelming-
ly for cosmetic purposes. A
few community centres and
fresh paint on the lamp posts
can not counteract the
Tories” plundering of
Lambeth council funds by
£113 million since 1979.
How can the 20,000 families
on the council waiting list in
the borough see " any
future—except in a fight
back against the Downing
Street looters.

It is only the organised
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Brixton shooting: No cover- up'

Militant meeting supports

independent inquiry

WELL OVER 100 people at-
tended the Militant Readers
Meeting in Brixton on 30
September. A leaflet had
been produced for the
meeting on the Sunday.

The contributions
reflected the anger of local
people who demanded that
justice should be seen to be
done and that there should
be no cover up.

Emerson Webster, a local
black resident spoke of the
terrible living conditions in
the area, while Mark
Bygrave, a Lambeth local
authority worker, pointed
out that the Tories were the
real looters of Brixton taking
£113 million from the coun-
cil since 1979 and creating

* No cover up!

* Democratic control over the police —through elected
local authority police committees, with control over
resources, discipline, training, and day-to-day policy.

* Kick out the Tories!

* Return a Labour government committed to a
socialist programme to solve the problems of poverty and

mass unemployment.

* Guaranteed jobs for all workers and youth.
* A massive programme of public works.

the explosive conditions.
The meeting made firm
demands for an independent
public enquiry involving the
local community and labour
movement as well as the
lcoal community, the charg-
ing of the policeman con-
cerned in the shooting, more
accountability for the police
and full support for the

Groce family.

The people of Brixton
don’t want another cover up.
Nor do we want to see one
law for the police and
another for the black
community.

Photo: Jez Coulson (IFL)

By Nilaam De Freitas
(Norwood LPYS)

Police in the centre of Brixton, 29 September. Local people showed their anger agam at a stormy
police consultative meeting on 1 October.

forces of the working class,
mobilising mass support for
socialist solutions, which can
provide a way out. But the
Labour and trade union
leaders must take some of
the responsibility for the
frustration of black workers
and youth.

The failure of the official
movement to fight for
socialist policies against im-
migration laws, for
democratic control of the
police and on the economic
issues has helped reinforce
cynicism and despair. This
underlines the need for black
workers to join the fight to
transform the Labour Party
and trade unions which is
part of the struggle for a
socialist change of society.

We  need fighting
organisations which would
respond to brutal incidents
like the shooting of Cherry
Groce with mass demonstra-

tions which would stop the

police in their tracks and link -

the issues to the need for a
fundamental change.

Black people have a long
tradition of voting Labour,
many Labour MPs owe their
seats to the black vote. And
a recent survey in Parliamen-
tary Affairs (Summer 1985)
shows that 76 per cent of
regular Labour voters say
their reason is that Labour
represents the working class.
The Labour leaders must live
up to that support by taking
up an active campaign on the
‘class issues, the problems af-
fecting all workers.

Campaigning

We would appeal to local
people to join with the
Labour Party .Young
Socialists and Militant sup-
porters in a fight for
democratic control and ac-

countability of the police,
against racism and for a
socialist programme to end
Thatcher’s destruction of
our cities.

If the Tories’ system can-
not provide the finance for
local authorities to build
homes, schools and work-
places and provide jobs, then
it must be replaced.

The Labour leadership
must fight for the working
class.To take no action, as
recommended by Labour’s
right wing, the proponents
of ‘new realism’, would be a
betrayal. Dreadful condi-
tions, harassment and
desperation are the ‘realism’
of the inner cities today. The
labour movement alone has
the strength to change it for
good.

By LPYS members
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Fight for Socialist policies
(Continued from
page one)

Gaitskell tried to alter the whole character of the Labour
Party by attempting to remove the fundamental socialist
aim from the Party constitution—Clause 4 pari 4. The
right-wing around Gaitskell wanted the Labour Party to
be nothing more than a radical version of the Liberals,
without socialist aims or its links with the trade union
movement.

The capitalist class would dearly love to see Neil Kin-
nock emasculating the Labour Party in this way. On the
day of his speech, The Times editorial commented:
‘¢ . .after two years of hesitation, after his vacillation dur-
ing the miners’ strike, he is joining with the Fabians, the
moderate collectivists, the social reformers, the Wilsonites
and the Callaghanites to identify the enemies of his social
democratic version of the Labour Party.”” The editorial
the day after announced ‘‘Exit a man of the Left.”

Besides attacking the miners and Liverpool, Neil Kin-
nock and the coterie of advisers around him have steadi-
ly pushed Labour’s policy to the right. Even two years
in advance, they are anticipating a Labour government
that will cut living standards.

British capitalism is in crisis: it is not a question of
‘mismanagment’ or ‘ill will’ on the part of the Tories,
but the system itself which is dictating cuts in workers liv-
ing standard. Untortunately, the Labour leadership are
steadily pushing policy toward the idea of a Labour

Editor: Peter Taaffe
Militant, 3-13 Hepscott Road London ES 5HB.
Phone: 07-533 33171.

Registgr"ed as a newspapei at the Post Office. Published
by Militant; printed by Militant Publications, 3/13
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. ISSN 0144-9275.

Government managing the capitalist system.

That will inevitably mean a Labour Government car-
rying through cuts similar to the Tories—hence the drift
towards a new incomes policy and the determination not
to make any ‘promises’ ie commitments, to workers.

But if the Tory press would like the Labour Party to
become one, in their eyes, ‘fit to govern’ capitalism, the
ranks of the labour movement will have something else
to say.

There is an overwhelming feeling in the party that there
needs to be unity. But that will not be bought by going
backward to the discredited ideas of the ‘Wilsonites’ and
‘Callaghanites’ or the ‘social democratic version’ of the
Labour Party dreamt of in the past by Roy Jenkins and
David Owen.

The logic of the right-wing’s position may now lead
to a wholesale attack upon the left of the Party, AMilitant
being the first target but by no means the last.

If the speech was intended as the signal for such a Gait-
skellite coup when it will open up long, protracted and
bloody civil war in the two years leading up to the next
general election. The working class roots of the party will
not allow butchery in the name of surgery. Indeed many
workers, especially those in struggle, will applaud the
gesture of Eric Heffer, in walking off the platform dur-
ing Kinnock’s outburst.

Many former ‘lefts’ of the Party have now become the
‘New Right’ around the present leadership. The Liv-
ingstones, Peter Hains, the LCC and others have postured
on the left in the past, and have now moved to the right,

opening the gate for the extreme right to launch their at-
tempted revival. But the real left of the party is its work-
ing class base.

Gaitskell tried to turn the party away from its socialist
roots in 1959 and he failed. If the right wing of the party
try it now, in a period of mass unemployment and
economic and social crisis, they will fail even more
ignominously.

1t is not ‘conspiracies’ or small groups which have push-
ed the party to the left in the recent years, but ordinary
workers reacting to the conditions they see and feel. The
growth of genuine socialist ideas, of Marxist ideas, is bas-
ed upon the living experience of working people. No
amount of speeches or organisational measures will
remove these ideas from the grass roots of the party.

Liverpool has demonstrated that workers will respond
where a lead is given. Well over half the electorate sup-
port Labour in that city—an increase on the position last
year. That is not an accident, but is due to the fight be-
ing put up by the Labour Party. ;

For the Labour Party to unite around socialist policies
and a fighting lead like that of Liverpool would be a real
guarantee of an election victory. That is the lesson the
movement must absorb from the last two years.

No matter whether the present Labour leadership treats
their struggle with contempt; the real future of the Labour
Party and socialist ideas in Britain can be seen on the
banks of the Mersey, not on the leader’s rostrum in
Bournemouth.

Labour
Party

85

Conference

Massive security
at conference

THE LABOUR Party is
covered by a massive
security operation. ‘‘It’s
not to protect us from the
IRA but to protect Neil
from the members’’ is a
popular quip.

But the security operation
is a serious example of why
Marxists oppose individual
terrorism. Delegates have to
go through a series of police
cordons, bag searches and
credential checks. Lorries
bringing in the documents
and material of the Labour
leadership are thoroughly
searched by the police.

The bomb attack last year
on the Tory Party con-
ference by the Provisional
IRA did not budge the
government from its policies
on Northern Ireland one
inch. But it gave the Special

The Mirror

A NEW political faction has
appeared at
Bournemouth—the Daily
Mirror tendency. That nice
Mr Maxwell graciously gave
the Labour Party conference
an audience on Monday
night when he spoke at a
Charter for Jobs meeting.

Sadly, Maxwell’s second
coming was not advertised in
the conference diary this
year, so only about 50 peo-
ple attended. Unlike last year
the meeting was short of
print workers to heap praise
upon Mr Maxwell.

Even so, although it was
mainly older Labour Party
members there were a few
dark mutterings. Meeting
chairman Alan Tuffin of the
UCW introduced the griat
leader as a man of ‘high pro-
file’ (‘Yeah, sideways’ came
a remark from the rear).

Then Maxwell outlined

Branch and other arms of
the capitalist state the excuse
to vet and search the political
wing of the labour move-
ment. The threat in future to
a left-wing Labour Party and
a left-wing Labour govern-
ment can be imagined.

It has also already had a
knock-on effect on a smaller
scale in the internal politics
of the Labour Party. This
year Labour Party of-
ficialdom has chopped Mili-
tant’s reporting team to two
(cutting out Militant’s short-
hand reporter, and
photographer). Labour Par-
ty officials say the security
measures entail cutting all
reporting teams down. But
Tribune with a smaller cir-
culation than Militant has
been given three press
passes.

Tendency

the Mirror Programme for
Jobs, no doubt debated,
voted upon and agreed at a
mass meeting of the Mirror
tendency. He said: ‘“We
must end the scourge of
unemployment’’ (except for
Mirror print workers?).
Firstly 400,000 jobs must be
created inm coastruction,
building homes (he supports
Liverpool?). Then he said
500,000 jobs must be created
on YTS “‘real jobs with a
guaranteed job at the end’’
(now he supports YTURC).
Ah, yes, but then he said:
“We’ll get all this with a
Labour government, the
unions and the -employers
happily working together.”
Afterwards YTURC sup-
porters approached the
multi-millionaire for a dona-
gion. Maxwell made his
friend give 40p, Mr Maxwell
didn’t have any money on
him.

i

Black sections rejected

CONFERENCE ONCE
again heavily defeated
calls for the setting up of
Black Sections in the par-
ty. The NEC statement
rejecting Black Sections
and recomending the set-
ting up of a Black and
Asian advisory committee
was endorsed.

In the debate, Militant
supporter Ray Apps,
delegate from Brightcen
Kemptown moved his consti-
tuency’s resolution which
was eventually narrowly
defeated, (3,383,000 to

3,081,000). This gave con-
ference a class-based opposi-
tion to the formation of con-
stitutional black sections.

Labour’s right.

The resolution welcomed
‘. ... the iniative taken by
the National Executive Com-
mittee to investigate reasons
for the lack of black people
in the Labour Party,” but
pointed out that the way for-
ward was for a *‘united cam-
paign by black and white
workers mobilised around
socialist policies.”” Ray Apps
said he had been told he
could not speak out against
racism because he had not
experienced it. But, he said,
he did know what it was like
to live in a council home
where the roof leaked. He
knew what it was like to lose
a daughter through NHS
cuts, while his son had

3

Miners’ wives lobby conference. Scargill and the NUM were virulently attacked by Kinnock and

repeatedly been made redun-
dant. These were all things
which working class people
needed to fight against
together.

While arguing against
black sections, he condemn-
ed the right-wing opposition
to them. To applause, he ex-
plained that their’s was just
a negative opposition. He
called on Roy Hattersley,
who had moved the leader-
ship’s opposition to black
sections, to come out against
immigration controls, to de-
mand democratic control of
the police, and socialist
policies.

Earlier in the debate sup-
porters of black sections

Photo: John Smith (IFL)

Lambeth leader demands party support

AT A fringe meeting to
support Lambeth council,
council leader Ted Knight
spoke of the Brixton
disturbances:

‘“The media claims that
Saturday was the result of a
criminal element is nonsense.
It is not the anger of
criminals—it was the anger
of the unemployed and the
oppressed that exploded in
Brixton on Saturday’’ He at-
tacked the police tactics in
Lambeth and the policies of
the Tory government. ‘“You
cannot describe the battering
down of the noor and the

shooting of an innocent
woman as an accident. And
the police cannot then
apologise for this ‘accident’,
he said.

There was anger that the
Labour leadership has said
that the Lambeth issue
would not be taken at con-
ference in the local authori-
ty debate. “‘Just as the youth
in Brixton said they would
not be forced off the agen-
da,”” said Ted Knight, ‘“‘so
the Lambeth councillors, the
trade unions and the com-
munity will not be forced off
the acgenda at conference.”’

On the council’s fight he
said he had met the Labour
leadership and been told that
Lambeth was an electoral
liability and an embarrass-
ment. He pointed to
Labour’s recent by-election
victory and added that if the
leadership are not going to
back Labour councillors
fighting for policies they
were elected on, what were
they going ta do when the
IMF came knocking at the
door during the next Labour
government?

Jim O’Brien for Lambeth
trade unions and chairman

criticised the Labour leader-
ship for doing nothing for
blacks. Russell Proffitt
(Lewisham East) said he had
been on all the committees
formed by the party and they
had done nothing. None of
their proposals were carried
out, he said. But he failed to
outline what proposals the
black section supporters
were looking for. Other
black section supporters did
not explain what policies
they wanted to alleviate and
solve the problems faced by
black workers. All they
stressed was the need for
black sections and positive
discrimination.

Herald
meeting

ONE OF the largest fringe
meetings at the conference
was the Labour Herald
meeting on Monday night.

Top speakers like Arthur
Scargill, Tony Benn and

Dennis Skinner attracted

over a thousand people. The

editors of the Labour Herald
said they hoped the Herald
would be the basis of a new

left current in the Labour

Party, replacing the ground .
vacated by Tribune. Speaker
John McDonnell of the GLC

described the ‘new look’,

fold-over Tribune as a ‘sort

of soft-left origami’’.

However, the speakers of-

fered no clear means of ef-

fectively organising this new

grouping.

of the London Bridge shop
stewards organisation con-
demned the ‘dented shield’
argument. He said that
council workers would not
be full of socialist zeal if they
were made redundant,
whether by a Labour, Tory
or any council.

All speakers stressed that
the Lambeth and Liverpool
struggle were the same. Dur-
ing the discussion a
spokesman for Liverpool Ci-
ty Council expressed
solidarity with Lambeth.
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Labour Party

TRIBUNE HAS just been ‘re-launched’. The
paper of the traditional left-wing in the
Labour Party looks different, but MIKE
WADDINGTON examines what change there
has been in its attitude to witch-hunts in the

Labour Party.

‘“The most deadly poten-
tial enemy of the Labour
Party at this stage in its
history is intolerance.
Everyone knows that vary-
ing views prevail within
the CLP’s, within frade
unions, within the PLP,
among the leaders and
rank and file. Such dif-
ferences can be resolved
by open debate. They can
never be resolved by
mechanical disciplines.”
(Tribune Editorial, 21
March 1952).

. This was written when
Tribune was -bearing the
brunt of the political®
persecution in the Labour
Party in the 1950s. Quite
correctly they maintained in
their own defence, and in the
best traditions of the labour
movement, that ideas cannot
be driven out by bell, book
and regulations.

Tribune survived and with
it the standard of tolerance.
During the period of the ex-
pulsion of the Militant
Editorial Board a Tribune

editorial said:

“We were told at the time
that the party’s constitution
had to be upheld and that
the expulsion of Militant
supporters had nothing to do
with suppressing ideas. The
banning of the newspaper
now removes even this
pretence.”” Tribune then had
a clear understanding of why

Militant was being
attacked—for political
reasons.

Parasite

Unfortunately it has now
changed its tune. Gone is the
protest about the suppres-
sion of ideas and in comes
something different. In a re-
cent editorial (19 July 1985),
they write: ‘‘Militant is a
parasite which, if left alone,
will wither, but if it is attack-
ed it will thrive and pro-
sper.”” You are clearly left
with the impression that the
evil end to be avoided is a
prosperous and thriving
Militant.

In fact Tribune goes much
further, as they now provide
an apology for more attacks.
The same editorial states:
““In recent months, Neil Kin-
nock has persuaded the
right to leave Militant
alone’’. This is at the least
disingenuous and at the
worst dishonest.

Where was Tribune when
Labour Party members were
threatened with expulsion in
Finchley, Maesteg, Faver-
sham, Riverside or when
Party members were actual-
ly expelled for supporting
Militant in Blackburn,
Rhondda, Mansfield,
Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Warley West, Newcastle
East, Havant and Sheffield
Attercliffe.

Wherever attacks have
been pushed back it has been
due to the action of the rank
and file. Whenever Kinnock
has had the opportunity, he
has come down on the side
of expulsions. Recently at his
own GMC he was in a
minority that opposed pro-
testing about the expulsion
of Chris Peace from the
Wales Regional Executive
Committee. .

In only one case have
Tribunc spoken out—the Isle
of Wight. In an interview
with Kinnock (20 September

Lobby against expulsions at LP headquarters in 1983.

Youth delegate

fights ban

THE SOUTH Tyneside
District Labour Party has
prevented the delegate from
Jarrow LPYS from taking
part in a recent meeting. As
the delegate, Militant sup-
porter Mark Potter, entered
the meeting, in South Shields
Labour rooms, he was ap-
proached by an officer of
South Shields Constituency
party (CLP) and told to
leave the premises or else the
police would be called to
evict him as a trespasser. .
This move followed a
decision of South Shields
CLP a year ago to ban Mark
Potter from their premises
after totally unfounded
allegations were made

not allowed to reply either
directly or through a
representative, nor was he
allowed appeal against the
decision.

against him to which he was

Since Mark Potter is the
Northern Region LPYS
chairman, this was a clear at-
tempt to isolate South
Shields LPYS from the in-
fluence of the Marxist
leadership of the LPYS.

Jarrow LPYS will not
allow anyone to tell it who
can or cannot elect as its
representative, and will cam-
paign within the labour
movement in South Tyneside
for the right of Mark Potter
to attend all meetings of
South Tyneside District
Labour Party. Already Jar-
row CLP has indicated its
support for Mark Potter and
there have been calls for Jar-
row to boycott meetings
unless Mark Potter is allow-
ed to attend.

By a Militant reporter

Photo: Militant

Tribune and tolerance
TRIBUNE
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1985), Nigel Williamson the
Editor said: ‘“A lot of us
would share your delight at
the demise of the Militant-
Tendency as seen in its
failure to make any headway
in parliamentary selections
this time around. But can I
put it to you that a far bet-
ter way to deal with Militant
was for CLPs like the Isle of
Wight to come to their own
decision that enough is
enough...?”” Clearly the
‘battle of ideas’ has been
dropped—local right-wing
witch-hunts are acceptable to
Tribune. <

Paper banned

Nowhere have Tribune
reported ‘what is actually
happening on the island.
Nowhere do they report that
three Militant supporters—
including one who was
elected as Conference
delegate—have been expell-
ed from the party and,
disgracefully, they do not
report that the Militant is
banned East European style
on the island, not by the
police, but by the party!

On 3 September 1985 a

Labour Party member on

the island received the
following letter, headed ‘In-
ternal correspondence’:
‘“...At the public meeting
organised by the Militant on
August 27, you sold or at-
tempted to sell copies of the
newspaper in contravention
of the GMC'’s decision. . .I
now give you the opportuni-
ty to undertake that you will
not sell this paper publicly
again, nor support the
organisation behind it. If I
receive no assurance to this
effect, I shall report your ac-
tion to the Executive
Committee.”’

PTEMBER 1985

This comrade faces discip-
linary action for selling a
newspaper—not on Labour
Party premises, nor at a
Labour Party meeting but in
public. He has to give a
McCarthy style ‘loyalty
oath’ not required under any
Labour Party rule or con-
ference decision. Is not this
the suppression of ideas that
Tribune originally opposed?

For Tribune to deny that
there is a witch-hunt in pro-
gress is quite simply
disgraceful and to state the
localised action is legitimate
is a significant retreat on the
democracy of the labour
movement.

Nobody denies that
political differences exist—
one of the roles of Militant
and T7ribune is to debate
fraternally all issues. Mili-
tant has published plenty of
material on Tribune’s
policies and they are invited
to use our columns even
now. We should be discuss-
ing the Tribune ‘Relaunch
Statement’ published in the
20 September issue. We do
need to discuss precisely how
to achieve, ‘‘a Labour Par-
ty...which clearly puts
socialism on the political
agenda’’.

Of course such questions
are not unrelated to the shift
to the right in policy of re-
cent times. However we
must also clarify, if it is not
to be a meaningless phase,
another aim in the
statement—that we need a
Labour Party that ‘‘en-
courages the presentation of
ideas in a spirit which
recognises the legitimacy of
minority views.”’

If Tribune wishes to
achieve this, it should start
with itself and publicly op-
pose all these witch-hunts.

Chris Peace vindicated

MILITANT SUPPORTER Chris Peace has
been vindicated in his fight to take his place
on the Labour Party Wales executive com-
mittee. The Labour Party National Executive
Committee has ruled that the right wing on
the Wales executive acted unconstitutional-
ly in attempting to bar Chris Peace from

their meetings.

Summoned

ble opportunity.”’

Applications for delegates credentials for
the Wales Labour Unity Conference are
flooding in from Labour Party and trade
union organisations. The confernce will call
for an end to witch-hunts and for party uni-
ty around bold socialist policies. Speakers in-

clude: Chris Peace, Terry Fields MP, Derek
Hatton, Deputy leader of Liverpool City
Council, and Ian Isaac of South Wales

NUM.

Representatives of the Welsh executive are

being summoned to London to have the mat-
ter spelt out to them by an NEC delegation.
The Welsh representatives presumably will
include George Wright, Regional Secretary
of the Transport and General Workers
Union and Ray Powell MP who has led the

attack on Chris Peace.

Chris Peace commented: ‘‘In their haste
to try and silence me, George Wright and
Ray Powell have run rough-shod over the
rights of individual members of the party as
well as the party’s constitution. Now they are
being firmly put in their piace.”

A massive campaign over the issue was
taken to the Labour movement in Wales
resulting in overwhelming support for Chris
Peace’s right to sit on the executive. Chris
Peace added: ‘‘I hope that now we can get
on with the business of fighting the Tory at-
tacks on working class people and returning
a Labour government at the earliest possi-

Wales Labour
Unity Conference

5 October, 11am
Temple of Peace,
Cathays Park,

Credentials £2

21 Manor Street,
Heath, Cardiff

Cardiff

from

Mi
Labour

Unity

OVER 120 delegations and
visitors attended the West
Midlands Labour Unity con-
ference which took place on
Saturday 21 September.
They represented Labeour
Party wards and constituen-
cies, TGWU, NUPE,
AUEW, NUM, NALGO,
ASTMS and Young Socialist
branches, and Tribune
groups.

By Bill Mullins

Dave Nellist MP explain-
ed the political basis of the
right wing’s witch-hunt
against supporters of the
Militant and other left
wingers in the West Mid-
lands and nationaliy. He
warned the right-wing that a
renewed witch-hunt would
only play into the hands of
the Tories and jeopardise
Labour’s chances of winning
many of the marginals in the
region.

Bill Mullins, expelled from
Warley West CLP, gave
some details of the
undemocratic and KGB
methods used by the right
wing in drawing up a dossier
on his activities of selling the
Militant.

Other platform speakers
included Dugald McKinnon,
expelled by Newcastle-
under-Lyme CLP, Ian
Scofield TGWU Senior
Steward, Range Rover and
Mark Meredith, LPYS Na-
tional Committee.

The delegates received
with tremendous enthusiasm
Liverpool councillor Harry
Smith when he explained the
marvellous fight being put
up by the council against the
Tory government.

Many delegates gave fur-
ther reports on the activities
of the right-wing in different
parts of the region. In
Telford, six party members
(including five councillors)
face expulsion for selling the
Militant. In Yardley CLP,
left wingers have been refus-
ed transfers. In Northfield,
an NGA member has been
refused admission into the
party because he was seen
with a Militant in his pocket!

A collection of £125 was
raised and a further £425
pledged after delegates
report back to their
organisations.

The conference concluded
with a vote in favour of a
statement calling for party
unity and an end to witch-
hunts.

The campaign will con-
tinue with a newsletter being
circulated to all affiliated
organisations keeping them
in touch with any further at-
tacks and also successes.
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FISHTING

FUND

Deadline
31 October

Area Received % of target achieved | Target
1 [Wales West 12uU5 1] | 2950
2 | London East 879 _ { [ | 3250
3 [ Eastern 861 W i l 3500
4 | London South East 507 Lol i (11 2100
5 | London West 615 | | | | | | 2650
6 [ Lancashire 280 | | bl (11! 1300
7] London South West | 238 (T 1] 1200
8 | Southern 1030 i T HE , | 5400
9|East Midlands 554 | EEERE] . . 3050
10| Scotland East 506 i i | i 3150
11} Scotland West 600 | ! | i 3750
12 | Merseyside 973 i3 | ! 6550
13| Humberside 264 i | BN 2100
14 | Manchester 312 EEERERE _, | 2850
15 | South West 227 EENEEE .| 2150
16 [West Midlands 457 ] i1 4700
17 [Yorkshire 567 ] 1 ~ 5800
18 [Northern 360 Pt i 1111111114 4760
19 [Wales East 147 EEEERRERAR 3000

Others 2269 T 1 LT 1T T 8800

Total received 12852 EEEEENEEEEEER [ 170000

THE TORY campaign
against Liverpool is inten-
sifying. A barrage of
distortions hits the streets
daily intent on sowing
confusion, hoping to
undermine support for
the council and divide the
workforce.

Only Militant can counter
this. But we are hampered by
having only a weekly paper,
a daily is needed in times like
these. Our fighting fund is
the way we can raise the
necessary money for that
daily voice.

Over £200 was collected
on the streets in collecting
tins for the fighting fund on
the 25 September demonstra-
tion, clearly revealing which
paper the people of Liver-
pool believe. One supporter
collected over £40 in one tin!
We have produced a new

“Why Il

ALMA IS a 65 year old pen-
sioner. For the first time in
her life she went on last
Wednesday’'s march in
Liverpool.

‘I have never really
known what to chose bet-
ween Labour and Conser-
vative’’ she said. ‘‘But that
Thatcher woman made my
mind up. She has really got
it in for the likes of Liver-
pool. I have lived in that one
room bedsit for 15 years and
what have they ever given
me? Not even a postage
stamp. Most people like me

This week:

£3,404

THIS WEEK, the mag-
nificent sum of £3,304 has
been sent in solidarity
with Liverpool’s battle.

Liverpool has no option
but to fight—there is no
other way of making ends
meet in Liverpool apart from
mass redundancies.

Neither has Militant any
option. Only our paper has
given full support to the
fight of the Liverpool
workers and councillors. We
bave to keep up our cam-
paign of support.

We really need a daily
Militant to counteract the
press lies. We need to pro-
duce thousands more leaflets
and posters to explain the
case to those workers in
Liverpool who didn’t vote to
support the council !ast
week.

Donations have been sent

in from every area of the

Aanntry thic weak ta heln

sticker ‘‘Militant—Support
Liverpool’s socialist coun-
cil”” which can be used to
raise funds for our work
there.

Many areas are now col-
lecting money at workplaces.
After hearing the case
against the witch-hunt a
NUPE (Ancilliary) branch
unanimously condemned the
attacks on Militant and the
branch secretary donated £5
to our fund. Workers at
Ford’s, Dagenham collected
£5, a collection outside Six
Bells pit in Gwent raised
£2.50, at Newcastle
Breweries £1 was raised and
£2.95 came from UCW
members in Preston.

£6.33 was raised at Wand-
sworth JSSC and £2.10 at
Greenford Dust Depot. New
collections have been started
at Plessey’s in Liverpool and
at Jaguar in Coventry. These
collections can be repeated at

thousands of workplaces and
should bring us in a small
fortune. Just ask!

Every area must plan for
the rest of the quarter. Have

you organised a party or a .

social? Have you asked every
reader for a donation? Are
you taking collecting tins on
all paper sales? There are a
thousand ways to raise
money With the battle in
Liverpool we need every
pound now.

DONATIONS:

J Bingley Mansfield CLP £2;
C&B Rice, Cupar £10, J&C
Patterson Crossgates £8, N
Lindsay, Dunfermline £2, D
Morris Bedford £7, M Caron
Manchester NUPE £20; Liver-
nool G&M members £3; S Ell-
ington St Helens £16.27 (a
week’s supplementary benefit
cheque), A Fidler Newcastle
£5, Helen Reading £3, K
Taylor Blackpool £50; Mr
Kidd, Tooting, £10.

back Militant”

just take it but I felt I should
do something—so here I
am.

‘1 joined the army during
the war, my husband was
killed during the last day of
the war. It feels like most of
my life since has been
wasted. I get up in the mor-
ning, spend the day reading,
go to bed at nighi and
sometimes ask myself ‘what
have I done today?’

‘““But coming on this
march, seeing so many
thousands united together to
fight for what they believe

Marxist Daily

£
Eastern 3566
East Midlands 3660
Humberside 2337
London NE 4038
London NW 4540
London SE 2178
London SW 1895
Lancashire 765
Manchester 2787
Merseyside 5393
Northern 4048

Scotland East 2253
Scotland West 2546
Southern 4325
South West 1059
Wales East 2065
Wales West 1652
West Midlands 2313
Yorkshire 2040
National 1302
Total 54762

Building Fund

in, well, it’s really opened
my eyes. Listening to people
like Derek Hatton and
reading the Militant, it’s like
going back to school, there’s
so much to learn.

“I can't give you much
money, but I can afford
about 10p each week for
your fighting fund. But I'm
right behind you in the coun-
cil. If we all get together and-
more people get to see what
I’ve seen, we can beat the
Tories and get a victory in
our fight.”

finance our campaign. In-
dividuals are too numerous
to mention but we’ve had
over £600 collected by sup-
porters in Tyneside and £300
from readers in Hackney.
Sixty-five pounds has come
from Maesteg with the sim-
pie message: “‘Good luck®’!

£113 has been collected by
readers in Aire Valley, £160
by those in West Leeds and
Chris Broomhead, a sup-
porter from Rotherham has
sent what must be his week’s
wages of £95. There’s £106
from Nottingham and £75
from Qwansea Dave

Foreman and Nick Rayner,
two Essex readers have sent
in £50 apiece to the special
appeal we made last week.
Two readers in the West
Midlands have sent us their
week’s wages as a response
to our earlier appeal—£51
from the Black Country and
£80 from South Staffs.

The fight in Liverpool is
only just beginning. Make
sure that your area sends us
the money we need to build
a Marxist daily.

By Dave Camphell‘—. f

_

IT’S AN ideal week for our
sales campaign with oppor-
tunities everywhere for
sellers to realise their highest
ever sales.

Not since the miners’
strike has politics been such
a topic of conversation
among workers. Supporters
everywhere should be out on
the streets, on estate sales,
and especially at council
workplaces ensuring that
press attacks and distortions
about Liverpool are
answered with the truth.

London’s campaign got
off to a flying start with
higher sales reported at
many tube stations, in-
cluding the ever increasing
Hounslow Fast, where 25
were sold. Four hours before
the riots erupted in Brixton,
sellers there sold an above
average 26 papers.

About 1,000 papers were
sold on the march in support
of Liverpool council, most

CLASSIFIED: 15p per word,
minimum 10 words.

SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per col-
umn centimetre. Three weeks
for the orice of two. Militant
meeting ads free. -

All advertisement copy should
reach this office by Saturday.

““YORKSHIRE"’ Militant
badges, enamelled metal
bade, red fist on white rose.
£1 each plus 20p , &p. Free
postage on orders of 10 or
over. All proceeds to FF.
Orders and cheques to: Mike
Gibbs, 37 Lincoin Street,
Wakefield. Phone 386845.

CASSETTE TAPES with two
issues of Militant (one each
side). Available fortnightly.
£3.50 per quarter, £13 for
year.

Now available on cassette:
"all centre-page articles from
issue 730-755. Send either
seven blank C-90 cassettes or
£6.30 payable to Militant
tapes, 18 Blandford Grove,

Woodhouse, Leeds 2. Phone:
(0532) 455936. .

of these to union members.
The paper was sold at all the
strike meetings last week, in-
cluding 18 sold at the Na-
tional Union of Teachers
meeting.

At Shiel Road Security
depot a fifth of passing
workers bought papers,
despite sales at their mass
union meeting the night
before. At Friday’s lobby of
the Town hall one worker
said: ‘‘I didn’t used to buy

SCHOOL STUDENTS UNION:
recruitment leaflets—£8 per
1,000, stencils for
leaflets—70p each,
posters—£5 per 50, activists
pamphlets—20p each (orders
over 20, 15p each),
Badges— 2Cp, Stickers—£10
per 1,000. All prices include
p&p. From YTURC, c/o 109
Rannoch Road, London W6.

MILITANT Liverpool Broad-
sheet ‘Defend our City’ 25p
(including postage) Orders of
10 or more 10p each. To Cir-
culation Department, 3-13
Hepscott Rd. London ESQ 5HB.

LPY'S "Fighting for our future’
T shirts (red, yellow and green
on wt.ite). Available now from
Lesley Phillips, 5 Alverstone
House, Nennington Park Road.
London SE11 5 TS.

M, L, XXL for £4 or for
£4.50 get an enormous baggy
one! Cheques to: ‘London
LPYS Campaign Fund’ and add
25p p&p.

THE AUTUMN 1985 issue of the Militant International
Review (MIR) will be on sale very shortly. Articles on pro-
spects for the next Labour government, South Africa,
Lebanon, science report, economic notes, Austria 1934,
book reviews on the miners’ strike and the soldiers’
strikes of 1919. Also the second part of Alan Woods’

history of Bolshevism.

Make sure you get your copy of the new issue. Price
80p plus 20p post and packing from: Militant
International Review, 3 — 13 Hepscott Road, London

E9 5HB.

Militant but since this has
been going on I've been get-
ting it regularly because it’s
the only place you can find
out what’s really
happening.”’

Get out there and give
everybody the opportunity
to read real news ‘for a
change.

By Alan Beacham

Meetings

ABERYSTWYTH: Weekly Mili-

tant discussion groups.
Details, phone Alan Huyton on
615911,

MILITANT Marxist Discussion
Group meetings held monthly
in Swindon. Phone Martin on
24796 for details.

SUTTON (West Yorkshire):
Militant readers’ meeting:
“The Silentnight strike—the
way forward’’. Tuesday 8 Oc-

tober, 7.30pm, Eastburn
Scheol, speakers: Steve
Davison (Keighley Trades
Council), Gerry Cumiskey

(FTAT shop steward) and
other Silentnight strikers and a
member of Yorkshire NUM.

EAST HAM Militant Readers’
Meeting: ‘‘Liverpool and the
way forward for Labour.”
Tuesday 8 October 7.45pm,
The Lister Room, East Ham
Town Hall, Barking Rd E6.

LEEDS MILITANT post-Labour
Party Conference meeting.
Speakers: Jane Ingham, West
Leeds LP Conference delegate.
(personal capacity). Members
of Sheffield Attercliffe CLP
{fighting expulsion) Richard
Clarkson (Prince of Wales
NUM) and Wakefield CLP
delegate.. 7.30pm Sunday 6
October at The Bridge Pub,
Kirkstall Lights, Leeds.

WANTED: Co-op stamps.
Loose, part or full books for
F/F. Send to Circulation Dept,
3/13 Hepscott Road London
E9 5HB.

MILITANT FF pocket address
books, Diaries 60p, plastic
paper sleeves 20p, pens 20p,
bookmarks 40p plus post to:
Militant, 10 Rodney Court, An-
son Drive, Sholing, Southamp-
ton, SO2 8RU.

1

Militant meetings *‘Sup-
port Liverpooi’s socialist
council””

SWANSEA: Tuesday, 8 Oc-
tober, 7.30pm, Dynevor
School Hall Swansea.’

CARDIFF: Speakers, Clir Tony
Mulhearn and Clare Doyle,
Wednesday 8 October,
7.30pm. Joint Students’
Union, Park Place, Cardiff.

HACKNEY: Thursday 3 Oc-
tober, 7.30pm. Downs Pub,
Downs Road, Clapton, ES5.

BIRMINGHAM: Wednesday 9
October,'7.30pm. Carrs Lane
Church Centre.

TEESIDE: Sunday 6 October,
7.30pm at St Mary’s Centre,
Corporation Road, Mid-
diesbrough. Speaker:
GMBATU shop steward from
Liverpool.

NEWCASTLE: Tuesday 8 Oc-
tober, 7.30pm. Moorside
Cf)mmunity School,
Beaconsfield-Street, Newcas-
tle. Speakers: Liverpool shop
steward, Jeff Price, delegate
to Labour Party conference,
and Karen Walker, newly-
elected Newcastle councillor.

GATESHEAD: Thursday 10
October. Venue to be arrang-
ed. Liverpool shop steward
speaking.

‘Smith.

SUNDERLAND: Date and
venue to be arranged. Liver-
pool shop steward speaker.

COVENTRY: speakers: Clir
John Mutton, Coventry SE
conference delegate, and
Liverpool councillor Harry
Hand and Heart,
Gosford Street, Coventry,
Thursday 10 October,
7.30pm.

BRIGHTON: Venue: Sallis Ben-
ny Hall, Brighton Poly, Grand
Parade, Brighton. Tuesday 15
October, 7.30pm.
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Liverpool - strategy

Liverpool councils’ deputy leader, Derek Hatton (above) addressing last wednesday’s magnificent demonstratio

{below) in support of the council.

The Tories, the Liberals, the
press, Labour’s right wing and
the Communist Party have all
deliberatly chosen to misinter-
pret the issue of 90-day notices
by spreading the lie that the
council wants to sack all its
workers.

Photo: John Arthur (Reflex)
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THE SITUATION in Liver-
pool has been changing with
bewildering rapidity in the last
two weeks.

Many workers are asking,
precisely what is going on in the ci-
ty. Can it be that a socialist Labour
Council has decided to sack 30,000
workers? How 1s 1t that there ap-
pears to be a split within the
workforce, between manual and
the white collar unions?

By John Pickard

The confusion has been created
to a large extent because of the
enormous campaign of lies and
disinformation spread by the Tory
press. particularly over the issue of
the 90 day redundancy notices by
the council. The press is bitterly op-
posed to the Labour council
because it has conducted a unique
fight against the public expenditure
cuts, the job losses, and the cuts in
living standards imposed by the
Tory government on all other
councils.

It is for their determined de-
fiance of the government and their
willingness to fight for the interests
of working people, that the Tory
media has conducted such a vicious
assault upon Liverpool council and
personally upon the councillors.

What has further clouded the
issue, however, has been the
disgraceful attacks upon the coun-
cil from within the labour move-
ment, and from the so-called ‘com-
munist’ party and its former
newspaper the Morning Star

These have been prepared to at-
tack the council with a vehemence
they have hardly used against the
government itself. Their supporters
in the trade unions in Liverpool
have adopted conscious ‘spoiling’
tactics, to throw dust in the eyes of
their own members in Liverpool,
thus weakening the fight of the
council to defend jobs and services.

Out of the original 20 councils
which decided to defy the govern-
ment over expenditure cuts, Liver-
pool is the only one which has
stood out to the end. All the others
including some run by former lefts,
ran for cover at the last moment.

Two groups of councillors, in
Lambeth and Liverpool, have been
surcharged a total of a quarter of
a million pounds. The imposition
of surcharges, carrying with it the
threat of bankruptcy, disqualifica-
tion or even prison is intended to
intimidate any other counclls who
may be thinking of following the
lead of Liverpool.

If the Lambeth and Liverpool
councillors are sucessfully sucharg-
ed there is no doubt that in a fur-
ther act of political victimisation

to defend the gains

the Audit Commission will sur-
charge councillors from some of
the other authorities which were
late in setting a raté after April.

However, it is only Liverpool
which now finds itself in direct con-
flict with the Tory government.
The councillors, backed by the ma-
jority of the workforce, are not
prepared to lose one single job, cut
services or put up rates to compen-
sate for cuts.

The Tories are absolutely deter-
mined to punish Liverpool especial-
ly after the council extracted con-
cessions from the previous minister
of the Enviroment, Patrick Jenkin,
in 1984.

Liverpool council has a
marvellous record unequalled by
any Labour council .in Britain.
Whereas the previous Liberal ad-
ministration had not built a single
family unit of accomodation in the
previous four years, by the end of
its fourth year, the Labour coun-
cil in Liverpool will have built or
started well over 5,000 homes.

Thousands of jobs have been
created directly on the council and
indirectly in the building industry
as a result of the council’s much
needed building and renovation
programme. The councillors
fought the last two municipal elec-
tions on a programme of refusing
to make cuts, to impose high rate
rises to compensate for those cuts
or to sack workers. A pledge was
given to the thousands in dirty
tenements and to those in old slums
without indoor toilets and
bathrooms, that the council would
start to build homes.

The councilors have been
prepared to risk their own personal
financial security in order to carry
through this programme and de-
fend it. They had no alternative but
to put the onus on the government
to come up with the cash, to restore
to Liverpool some of the money
taken away from it in the past.

But the crisis was brought ot a
head in September, when it became
obvious that the council would run
out of cash by the end of the year.
The Public Works Loans Board,
the body used normally by coun-
cils to acquire loans for current ex-
penditure would not give loans to
the council, unless it issues letters
to its workforce announced the fact
that the money would run out, in
other words, technically giving
notice of redundancy. There is no
facility in local authority contacts
to ‘lay off” all its employees.

The legal position of the coun-
cil, therefore, was such that it has
to issue 90 day ‘redundancy letters’
to all its employees. The Labour
Party were prepared to do this, not

(Continued on next page)

- Capitalisation means cuts in housing programme

A RECENT report prepared by the
Liverpool NALGO branch leader-
ship has urged the council to use
the financial device of ‘capitalisa-
tion’ as a way of escaping a
showdown with the Tory govern-
ment this year. Neil Kinnock has
supported this idea. What is
‘capitalisation’ and what will be the
consequences for jobs and services?

Militant spoke to councillor
Tony Byrne, Chairman of the Ci-
ty Council’s Finance and Strategy
Committee.

What is ‘capitalisation’?

Capitalisation means taking the
capital resources of the authority
and using them to cover the
revenue deficit produced by
government cuts in grants. The
council’s spending falls into two

housing repairs; and the capital
budget, financed by borrowing and
capital receipts, which pay for the
council’s capital programme
(building council houses, sports
centres etc.).

-The council has lost, in real
terms, £170 million in RSG since
1979. This has meant a loss of £69
millions on the housing subsidy,
£96 millions on the Housing Invest-
ment Programme, and £24 millions
\ on education grants.

‘I We have estimated that we need
| £255 million for the revenue budget
for 1985/86. But the government is
telling us that we can only spend
£220 million. ‘Capitalisation’ is
seen by its supporters as a way of
bridging the gap between what the
council needs to spend to retain all

1IB]OUIS 8ABQ :010Ud

‘Tony Byrne

categories: the revenue budget,
financed by rates and Rate Support
Grant (RSG), which pays for day
to day expenditure like wages and

its workers and maintain its pro-
gramme and what the government
is telling us we can spend.
However, at best it gives only a
temporary respite and postpones
the inevitable show down until say
April of the next year.

The council and other unions
representing council workers are op-
posed to capitalisation. Why is this?

Because capitalisation not only
fails to get to grips with the
underlying problem—government
cuts—but would mean taking £27
millions away from our housing
programme. The result would be
that 1080 houses and bungalows
would not be built, or 3,375 im-
provement grants would not be
available, or 1,500 improvements
or conversions to council housing

Interview
with
Tony Byrne

stock would not be carried out, or
any combination of these.

In addition, capitalisation would
stop ‘starts’ on 2,200 council -
houses, and 3,600 ‘starts’ on im-
provements and conversions. Then
we have to consider the economic
importance of the construction to
other industries in Liverpool.

Curtailing the Housing Pro-
gramme in this way would in-
evitably have a knock-on effect on
supply industries. Something like
10,000 workers in the private sec-
tor are dependent for their
livelihoods on the capital pro-
gramme. In Liverpool we already
have 15,000 building workers on
the dole and the council does not
intend to add to that number.

(Continued on next page)
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Continued from page 7
in any way in an attempt to sack.
even one of its 30,000-odd workers
but only as a means of paying
wages for a further three months.
It was seen as a tactic.

However, the Joint Shop
Stewards Committee of the
workforce opposed this decision of
the Labour group. White collar
workers on the JSSC were oppos-
ed on the grounds that the redun-
dancy letters, even with the
assurances of the council, would
open the door to the possible real
redundancy of some of its
members.

The JSSC, therefore, voted to
oppose the issuing of these letters,
a decision the councillors accepted
in good faith. There was no dif-
ference of principle .between the
JSSC and the councillors on the
issue. It was seen as a tactical deci-
sion as to whether the redundancy
letters should go out or not.

No one was under any misap-
prehension: it was never at any time
and is not now the policy of the
council to make any of its
employees actually redundant. In
the last two weeks, however, the
Tories, Liberals, the Press,
Labours right-wing and the Com-
munist Party have all deliberately
chosen to misinterpret this tactical
decision, to cloud and confuse the
issue, by spreading the lie that the
council wants to °‘sack’ all its
workers.

Clear implications

These were not the fears of the
JSSC when they first voted to op-
pose the 90-day notices.

However, that decision carried
certain- serious implications. It
meant that without the notices, the
council would be unable to borrow
money, and would become
bankrupt within a week.

The implication was clear: the
workforce, allied to the council,
had to fight now rather than later.
The JSSC, therefore, took the
simultaneous decision to call an all-
out indefinite strike from Wednes-
day 25 September to put pressure
on the government to give Liver-
pool adequate finance.

Once the campaign began for an
all-out strike, the manual unions
took it seriously. From the cam-
paign headquarters teams of shop
stewards and rank and file workers
visited all the council depots and
workplaces to discuss the campaign
and the issues with the workers. In
addition, teams went to the unions
in the private sector: to the
hospitals, the bus depots, the docks
and elsewhere in the Merseyside
area, appealing for a one-day
general strike on Wednesday 25,
the day the council strike was to
begin.

The JSSC set up an ‘‘emergen-
cies committee’’, to organise essen-
tial services on a voluntary basis, so
they would continue during the
strike. This would have meant that
burials and cremations would go

ahead and that the strike would not
hurt the old and the young or the
sick. Trade unionists and coun-
cillors representing the key sectors
involved were drafted onto the
committee.

But whereas the leaders of the
manual unions took the campaign
seriously, unfortunately some
others did not. The leadership of
the National Union of Teachers
made it clear that their members
were not prepared to strike from
the 25th.

Using arguments that would
have graced the rostrum of a Tory
conference, ‘‘Communist’”> NUT
leaders complained about the “‘ef-
fects on the children’’ and refused
to support the strike. The NUT
refused to ballot its membership.

Similarly NATFHE, the college
lecturers’ union, were not prepared
to campaign among their members
or explain the issues properly, with
the result that their membership
voted overwhelmingly against the
strike.

NUPE, like the NUT, was not
even prepared to allow its members
any say in the decision. Without
any mass meeting or democratic
votes, NUPE members read in the
press of the decision not to strike
that had been taken on their behalf
by their union leadership.

The leadership of NALGO, the
biggest white collar union in the
council, wverbally supported the
decision of the JSSC but in prac-
tice campaigned against. The
NALGO newsletter distributed the
week before the strike, made it
clear to the members that the
NALGO leadership were
themselves not behind the strike
and hinted very clearly that they
were against it.

Ferocious campaign

At the mass meetings of
NALGO members the leadership
did not allow any speakers from
the JSSC or the Labour Goup.
Two resolutions were presented to
the membership, the first in effect
the ‘‘fall-back’ position of the
NALGO leadership implying that
‘‘capitalisation’” was a way out.
Although capitalisation was not
NALGO or JSSC policy, papers on
the subject were being made freely
available to members. The second
resolution at the NALGO mass
meetings was down in the name of
the JSSC and this was only voted
upon by ballot after the fall-back
resolution had been agreed.

Whatever the NALGO leader-
ship may say in words, in practice
this meant they campaigned against
all-out industrial action.

The ballot results were a
marvellous testimony to the deter-
minaticn of the workers to fight for
jobs. The votes took place in the
teeth of a ferocious campaign by
the local and national press trying
to create an impression of mayhem
and chaos on the streets -of

Liverpool.
The full time officers of
GMBATU instructed their 300

shop stewards by letter not to
strike, despite the 58 per cent vote
in favour. Even more overwhelm-
ing votes were recorded in
UCATT, and in the Transport and
General Workers Union.

The NALGO result, showing
over a two to one vote against the
strike, was not surprising after the
spoiling campaign of the leader-
ship. What was surprising was the
fact that 1,445 of its members had
voted, in such a hostile climate, for
all-out industrial action.

Altogether more than 7,000
workers saw through the mountain
of lies and disinformation, for the
need for an all-out strike in defence
of jobs and services.

The day before the all-out strike

was due to begin, the JSSC
reconvened to consider the vote.
There was no alternative at that
time but to call the strike off, since
an overall majority of those voting
opposed it.

The workforce at that particular
time was split. It would have been
folly to go into an all-out industrial
strike with the majority of the
members of the GMBATU in
favour, and the majority of
NALGO members against.

Some papers on the sectarian
fringes of the labour movement,
have argued that it was wrong to
be ““held back by talk of unity’’.
For these know-nothings, every in-
dustrial dispute is like the Charge
of the Light Brigade, no matter if
it leads to a glorious debacle.

It was absolutely correct at that
time that the JSSC should call off
the all-out industrial action.
Moreover, it did not remove other
options which would allow the
trade unions more time to cam-
paign and prepare an all-out strike
at some stage in the future.

The initial disappointment over
the strike vote soon gave way to a
mood of grim determination.
While the same ultra-lefts who
complained about the decision of
the JSSC now wrote off the Liver-
pool struggle altogether, (“‘It
means the collapse of the last bas-
tion of resistance to the Tories...”’,
etc.) the mood among the manual
workers was different.

They had been forced to take a
step back, but they would live to
fight another day.

That mood carried over to the
one day stoppage on Wednesday
25th, when a monster demonstra-
tion wound its way through the
streets of Liverpool, to a rally at
the Town Hall, addressed by the
council leaders, the city’s Labour
MP’s and leaders of the JSSC.

The mood of the demonstration
was one of defiance and determina-
tion. Anyone who believed the
fight was over was a million miles
from reality as far as those 40,000
workers were concerned.

When the JSSC re-convened the
following day, Thursday, it was
necessary to weigh up the alter-
natives. One option was to back
capitalisation, which meant
massive job losses in the building
sector as well as among council
workers, and the suspension of the
council’s house building pro-
gramme. This was a policy which
the JSSC had already rejected and
no-one proposed it at the meeting.

A second alternative was just to
go on as before, without any
90-day ‘‘redundancy’’ letters, but
with the money running out in the
following week. This option, which
meant a fight for jobs now was re-
jected in effect by the ballot deci-
sion of the workforce not to strike
at that particular time.

The leaders of the JSSC,

Breathing space

therefore, were prepared to pro-
pose to the committee that the on-
ly alternative available was to ap-
proach the council to issue the
90-day notices—in the knowledge
that the council’s policy was
against any redundancies—in order
to give the council, the labour
movement, and the JSSC itself the
valuable breathing space to cam-
paign for an all-out strike at a later
date.

Unfortunately, at this stage the
white collar unions NALGO,
NATFHE and MATSA, all walk-
ed out of the JSSC. A delegate
from NATFHE had actually mov-
ed that redundancies should not be
discussed, and when his own
resolution was put to the vote, he
walked out with his members
before the vote could be taken.

=

Alternative is housing cuts

(Continued from page 7)

Then we have to think of the
thousands of Liverpool people liv-
ing in unimproved houses with out-
side toilets or in run-down
tenements, who, if we capitalise,
would have to be told ‘“‘you will
have to continue living in these con-
ditions for a lot longer.”

These are the reasons why we are
totally opposed to capitalisation.
Prior to this report those NALGO
leaders who prepared it said they
fully supported the council’s pro-
gramme. Their report says they are
still opposed to cuts in the capital
programme and in the revenue
budget. They then go on to call for
capitaliisation, which is complete-
ly contradictory.

an Lowes announcing the decision by the JSSC for all-out one day strike

The NALGO report argues that
the council has already used other
financial devices like selling coun-
cil mortgages, deferring payment on
capital schemes, and rescheduling
debts, so why not capitalisation?

We will explore every financial
device available to us to ease our
financial situation, providing it
does not mean further cuts.
Capitalisation means cuts and plays
into the hands of the Tories. I have
no objection to people putting
capitalisation forward as an option
but they should be honest enough
to spell out that it means cuts.

How do you feel about the threat
of fines and disqualification?

I feel it comes down to what you

after the vote for indefinite strike was narrowly defeated.

The NALGO, NATFHE and
MATSA delegates on the JSSC
were given every opportunity to ex-
press an opinion or put forward an
option or an alternative at the
JSSC, but all they could offer was
a deafening silence and a walkout.

Later at a press confernce, the
NALGO secretary, representing his
own union and NATFHE, ac-
cepted the ‘good faith’ of the coun-
cil in not wishing to make a single
employee redundant. But when
pressed, he was not able to put for-
ward any constructive alternative
to the one proposed by the JSSC.

The NALGO leadership have
demonstrated the utmost political
dishonesty throughout the last

week. In reality they have not been
prepared to say clearly and out
loud what is in their minds, the idea
of capitalisation. Before their
walkout, the combined votes of
NALGO, NATFHE and MATSA
would have carried a majority on
the JSSC. That they chose to walk
out of the committee rather than
push through any alternative of
theirs is itself a demonstration of
their political bankruptcy.

They are opposed to an all-out
industrial strike now and they are
opposed to the council sending out
90-day notices. In actual fact, the
only alternative left, the one which
they really favour, is capitalisation.

What they want, although they

Liverpool - strategy to c

‘Photo: D. Sinclair
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efend the gains

value most. I am one of the luckiest
councillors who ever lived because
[ have had the honour of being one
f those responsible for implemen-
ing the most exciting programme
his city has ever seen. I am more
concerned about seeing the pro-
sramme through than what might
happen to me. This Labour coun-
il has brought homes to the peo-
nle of the city.

The Liberals and Tories are as
one in demanding that the courts
and unelected officials be used
against elected councillors. This is
10t surprising since the Liberals
tand no chance of winning an elec-
ion in, this city.

The Tory press and media peddle
he myth that what is happening in
Liverpool is all a ‘‘Militant con-
piracy’’. What is you answer to
hat?

I am not a supporter of Militant,

1ave not got the honesty to admit
t, is to save NALGO jobs at the
xpense of building workers’ jobs,
ind at the expense ot those families
vho live in slums. The behaviour
f the NALGO leadership, in
nisguiding their own membership,
n conducting a mischievous cam-
aign against the open and honest
ampaign of the JSSC and the
ouncillors was absolutely
lisgraceful and unforgiveable.
Cheir strike-breaking role will not
e forgotten in the future, by the
yther trade unions, or by the
ignificant minorities within their
)WR unions.

Fierce arguments will now be
aging inside NALGO and the
inions which voted against or were
1ot allowed a say on the strike.
Dver 1,400 NALGO members were
repared to go on all-out strike to
lefend their jobs. Some NALGO
nembers struck on Thursday in
yrotest against the branch decision
o stay in! The forthcoming weeks
vill see a growth of genuine discus-
ion and debate inside NALGO in
vhich the issues will be properly
liscussed, and which will eventual-
y lead to a change in the policy and
eadership of that particular
oranch. When the issues are proper-
y explained to them, the NALGO
nembers will reject the policy of
heir leadership, as 1,445 already
1ave done.

The Liverpool City Council has
normous support within the
yopulation and within its
vorkforce for its stand on jobs and
ervices. The issue of 90-day
10tices, now gives the council and
he JSSC time to build a massive
-ampaign on Merseyside and na-
ionally to force the Tory govern-

I am a member of AUEW/TASS
and of the Labour Party. I am as
committed to the policies of the
Distriet Labour Party and Labour
Group as anyone else. All the coun-
cillors are determined to carry
through the promises made to the
people of the city. Talk of a ‘Mili-
tant plot’ is classic right-wing stuff.
Whenever the establishment is
threatened they try to whip up
hysteria about reds under the beds
and left-wing bogey-men.
Council workers, like the coun-
cillors are left with no alternative
but to stand up to the government.
If we bend a knee it will mean 5,000
job losses amongst the council
workforce alone and an end to our
programme. The government has
branded us ‘illegal’. But we are not
being illegal for the sake of it. We
are defending jobs and services,
defending the people of this city,

ment to recognise economic and
political realities. Liverpool just
cannot manage on the money
which has been allotted to it by the
Tories.

In the next three months
workplace meetings must be held at
all the depots, offices and
workplaces of council employees
and in the private sector
throughout the whole of Liverpool
and Merseyside.

The decision of the JSSC after
the NALGO walkout was in favour
of the council issuing the 90-day
notices. When this tactic has been
explained to the workers it is seen
clearly as a ploy to extend the
financial life of the council and to
extend the wage packets of the
workers, for another three months.

No alternative but
to fight

There is simply no other alter-
native for the movement at the pre-
sent time. Not once, in all their ran-
tings and condeinnations, have the
critics of Liverpool Council come
up with any alternative except for
careful hints  of...cuts in jobs.
Another not insignificant factor
that the JSSC took into account
was the fact that if the notices were
not sent out, the Labour coun-
cillors, already surcharged over
£2,000 each, could face extra legal
charges of hundreds of thousands
of pounds each. Kinnock and
Liverpool’s critics have not even
mentioned that.

At the same time the JSSC has
made it clear that their acceptance
of the notices is linked to a call for
all-out strike action at some time
before the 90 day notices expire.

and being socialists. We do not
want to stay in office to make cuts.

How do you think the crisis that
the council is now entering into will
be resolved?

Our case is obviously reasonable
and responsible. We are seeking to
maximise resources for a city which
desperately needs them. If we are
taken to court I am confident that
we will win because it would re-
quire a ‘bent’ judge to find against
us. I expect Labour to be in office
for the next ten years. The only
thing which could remove us from
office is if we renege on our pro-
mises to the Liverpool people. In
that event we would deserve to lose
office. The government must give
us back the money it has taken
away from us.

The JSSC now has almost three
months to campaign among the
workforce and obtain a far bigger
strike vote next time than was ob-
tained this time.

The left within the workforce
will be also organised within NUPE
and NALGO to remove the strike
breakers from the leadership of
those unions. A campaign of
discussion and explanation will
remove the misgivings and fears in
the minds of white collar and blue
collar workers alike.

But the issue must be taken also
to the wider labour movement. The
decision to send out the notices was
backed by the Liverpool District
Labour Party on Thursday even-
ing, by 200 delegates and visitors,
with only nine or ten voting
against.

The DLP and the CLP’s must be .
used to mobilise the mass of
Labour Party members to organise
regular mass canvasses of the coun-
cil estates to explain the policy of
the council and the shop stewards
committee, and to campaign for
massive popular support.

Mass canvasses and mass
meetings must be a regular feature
of the campaign.

It seems at the present time that
everyone opposes the Liverpool
Labour Party and its Marxist
influence—The Tories, the
Liberals, Labour’s right-wing, the
Communist Party, the ultra-left
sects’ and the Bishops—everyone,
that is except the . Liverpool
workers, who want jobs and
homes.

Liverpool is now the most
political city in the whole of Britain
As a crushing refutation of
the policy advanced by the right-

Kinnock's speech

condemned

Immediately after Neil Kinnock’s devastating attack on Liver-
pool council’s stand against the Tories, the City Council swit-
chboard was jammed with callers appalled at the Labour
leaders’ remarks. It is clear that Kinnock has not only offend-
ed those councillors prepared to make great personal sacrifice
to carry through policy but he has also snubbed the
thousands of council workers and great mass of Liverpool
workers who support the council.

Anger in NUPE branch

Jane Kennedy, Secretary of Liverpool council NUPE
branch made a screeching attack on the council at
Labour Party Conference. Yet the NUPE branch was
never alllowed to vote on the all-out strike. No-one has
pointed out that as a result, Kennedy has lost her basis

of support in the branch.

THE NATIONAL Union of Public
Employees (NUPE), held a mass
meeting of home helps in Liverpool
last Thursday night.

A couple of us were in the pub
over the road. We asked some of
the women in the pub why Jane
Kennedy, their convenor, or their
branch secretary didn’t give them
the chance to ballot and express
their opinion on the strike, like
every council worker except those
in NUPE and the NUT. They were
all in agreement that they should
have been given a ballot.

We went over to the meeting,
spoke to nearly everyone who went
in and leafletted them. The
response we got was fantastic.
There was no doubt in our minds
that they had come down to com-
plain about having the right to vote
on the strike taken away from
them.

They had the meeting in the
Municipal Annexe, but the room
they’d booked was too small. Over
700 turned up, a lot more people
were outside the meeting than in-
side. Some of the domestics came
down and said: ‘“We’ll meet in the
car park over the road”’. All these

women were getting really angry
about it, so they came -out and
stood on the pavement.

Next minute, totally unrehears-
ed, they all moved into the road
and blockaded Dale Street. All the
traffic was stopped. The police
came and diverted the traffic down
a side street. Radio City came
down and did a report. One of the
lads, Dave Armstrong, a steward,
gave a statement to Radio City con-
demning the NUPE leadership.

Jane Kennedy wouldn’t come
out of the meeting room. She sent
a message down saying the meeting
would be reconvened the next
week. By the time all this had hap-
pened she had to have a police
escort out—to protect her from her
own members!

We are going to try and get a
leafelet out to all NUPE members
in Liverpool. Already a convenor
from NUPE has phoned the coun-
cil requesting Derek Hatton to
speak at a meeting of home helps.
They are obviously not too pleas-
ed at what has been going on.

By Mick Myers

wing of the Labour Party, two opi-
nion polls have both demonstrated
a big swing in favour of the Labour
Party in Liverpool as a result of the
campaign of the council.

The most recent of these polls,
the Sunday Times MORI poll,
showed that 55 per cent of the elec-
torate in Liverpool would vote
Labour in a municipal election, an
increase of nine per cent on the
result of last May.

Significantly, another poll show-
ed that 75 per cent of those under
35 years old were prepared to back
the council in its fight against the
Tory government. If those results
were extended nationally, Labour
would achieve a massive majority
in a general election. That one
figure alone completely and
crushingly refutes the idea put for-
ward by Neil Kinnock and the
Labour right-wing that the fighting
policy of Liverpool City Council
has been ‘““‘unpopular’. :

Liverpool is demonstrating in
practice that where a lead is given,
where a Labour council is prepared
to put itself on the line to defend
the jobs, services and living stan-
dards of the workers, then workers
will respond and support that
council.

Without any doubi the decision
of the Liverpool workfoice not to
have an all-out indefinite strike
from last Wednesday was a set-
back for the campaign of the
council.

But it was by no means a
crushing defeat. As Derek Hatton,
deputy leader, said, ‘‘the first
round may be lost on points, but
that is not the end of the fight.”

Liverpool now has three months
to prepare itself for the inevitable

recover from serious injuries he

confrontation with the Tory
government.

The whole labour movement—
Labour Parties trades unions, local
authority unions and Labour
councils— must respond to Liver-
pool’s call and back the council and
the JSSC: There is no other course
of action open to a Labour coun-
cil, but to show the same deter-
mination and resolution fighting

- for the working class it represents

as Thatcher shows fighting for the
rich and privileged.

Peter Lloyd

Obituary

ON WEDNESDAY morning
Liverpool City Councillor Peter
Lloyd died in Spain. He failed to

received in a car crash while on
holiday. Aged 43, he leaves a wife
and two daughters, one of whom
was also badly injured in the crash.
As councillor for the Old Swan
ward and vice-chairman of the
council’s Campaign Committee,
Peter was always solidly behind the
fight to defend jobs and services.
A dock-worker, he epitomised the
spirit of Liverpool working class
struggle. His cheerful character and
sense of humour was a source of
inspiration to all his comrades.
The Militant Editorial Board, on
behalf of all its readers, sends its
condolences to his family.
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IN AN open letter, the Militant Editorial Board appeals to rank
and file Communist Party members in the Liverpool City coun-
cil unions to fully support the fight by the council and other trade
unionists for the working class of Liverpool.

Comrades!

You undoubtedly joined the
Communist Party believing it to be
an organisation which would fight
for the socialist transformation of
society. You believed the CP would
support workers in struggle.

But we have to ask you: What
game are the CP leaders playing in
relation to the stand taken by
Liverpool’s Labour Council
against Tory cuts?

The Morning Star and leading
CP’ers have consistently opposed
the socialist policies which alone
can ensure victory. The Morning
Star is no longer the official voice
of the CP, which is itself torn by
splits. But regardless of their fac-
tional allegiances, représentatives
of the CP are at one in their attacks
on the Labour councillors leading
the struggle.

Local CP’ers in key positions in
unions like NALGO and the Na-
tional Union of Teachers have fail-
ed to campaign for action amongst
their members. On the contrary,
there has been a stream of back-
stabbing criticism from those
speaking for the Communist Party.

The Morning Star (26 Septem-
ber) rightly praised the mass action
on Wednesday 25 September:
“Liverpool Council workers, both
manual and white collar, respond-
ed magnificently yesterday to the
call for a 24-hour strike and mass
demonstrations. . .”” It was forced
to recognise the success of the
action!

However, only the previous day,
the Star had repeated its criticisms
of the City Council’s leadership,
referring to ‘‘the danger that op-
portunism and ultra-leftist adven-
turism, which has been a feature of
the Liverpool struggle, could play
into the hands of the Tories.”

On the very eve of mass action,

moreover, the Star once again call-
ed for a policy of “‘capitalisation’,
which would mean scrapping the
housing programme and throwing
10,000 building workers onto the
dole.

We recognise that many rank
and file trades unionists who have
supported the CP in the past
wholeheartedly support the lead of
the city council and have fully par-
ticipated in the mass action. But we
ask you: Are you aware of the per-
nicious line being taken by the
Morning Star? Do you realise the
damage to the campaign that the
policies and tactics of the CP are
doing—insofar as the party still has
an influence in Merseyside and
nationally?

Support has
to be built!

Under the heading ‘‘Help Liver-
pool now’’, the Morning Star (17
September) suggested that the city
council was going too far and
isolating Liverpool: ¢. .. Councils
have a key role to play of course,”
but they should develop the move-
ment by ‘“...tailoring their deci-
sions to the level the movement has
managed to reach at any given time
and place.”

But what decides the “level of
the movement”’? The reason the
movement in Liverpool forced the
Tory government to make conces-
sions last year and has built up the
strike on Wednesday 25 this year,
is because of the bold socialist lead
given by the Labour council.

The manual workers’ unions in
the local authority, GMBATU,
UCATT, TGWU, were solidly
behind the call for all-out strike ac-
tion. But this was not just the
“‘level’” these unions happened to
be at.

The majority of manual workers
took action because the shop
stewards had campaigned for ac-
tion, explained the real position,
spelt out the policies being fought
for, and argued for tactics that
would gain mass support.

In mobilising support for mass
strike action, the Labour coun-
cillors and leading members of the
Joint Shop Stewards Committee
had to combat the lies of the Tory
press and the attacks from the
Liberals. They also had to over-
come the outright opposition of
right-wing trade union officials,
who intervened to try to prevent
strike action.

Yet whose side was the Morning
Star on? On 24 September, the day
before the strike, they commented:
‘‘the dangerous ultra-leftism within
the struggle at Liverpool was again
reflected yesterday in attacks on
regional officials of the GMBATU
by Deputy Council Leader Derek
Hatton...”

Fifty-eight per cent of members
of the GMBATU, the biggest of
Liverpool’s local authority unions,
voted for all-out action. Yet the
““Communist’’ Morning Star de-
nounced Derek Hatton for taking
up regional officials who refused to
back a struggle for their members’
jobs and future.

Confusing the issues

The Labour councillors are risk-
ing their jobs, houses, and are
threatened with removal, and even
imprisonment, because they have re-
mained firm against cuts and sack-
ings. Instead of supporting them
CP leaders and the Morning Star
are either deliberately or stupidly
confusing these clear cut issues.
Conscious socialist workers expect
distortion by the capitalist press,
but what sort of ‘‘Communist’’
paper supports those who want to
capitulate without a struggle—
going against those workers and
leaders who are prepared to fight
attempts to cut services and jobs.
On the one side are a handful of
leaders confusing their members
and on the other are the workers
and people of Liverpool behind the
magnificent stand of their council
for jobs, houses and services.

The Morning Star has repeated-
ly highlighted ‘‘disagreement over
tactics’’ between the local authori-
ty trade unions. For instance, while
NALGO members supported the

-strike call on the 25th, a majority

voted against the call for an all-out
strike.

But why? The amazing thing is
that any NALGO members at all
supported action after the leaflet
put out by the NALGO leadership.
This is when the NALGO Branch
Chairperson is Graham Burgess,
who has long been identified with
the Communist Party.

In the first paragraph of the
NALGO leadership’s pathetic call
for action they confess: ““We in-
itially suggested that no action be
taken until the money ran out.”’
They then grudgingly say: ‘‘But the
majority of the trade unions voted
for a strike, and we have an obliga-
tion to put that before our
members.”” At the end of the
leaflet, which confused all the key
issues instead of clarifying them,
Graham Burgess and co said:
‘“There can be no doubt that a
strike, if NALGO members vote
for one—would be long and dif-
ficult. None of the other options
seem to present a long-term solu-
tion to the desperate problems we
face.”

This is not a serious call for ac-
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support the council because they see
their jobs are threatened by capitalisation. Photo: Militant.

Liverpool NALGO members march in support of the city council.

tion! In fact, if Burgess and co were
trying to sabotage the campaign for
all-out strike action, they could
have not done a better job!
Yet in spite of this, 1,400 voted
in favour of strike action. We
believe that if the NALGO leaders
had campaigned for action, spelt
out the real options, and boldly
called for support for the council’s
socialist policies—there could have
been a majority of NALGO
members in favour of action.
The Morning Star, Graham
Burgess, and other local leaders
associated with the Communist
Party, have all called for
‘“‘capitalisation’ as a way of

avoiding all-out action. In Cam-
paign News of 19 September, the
NALGO branch leadership claim-
ed ‘“‘the precise implications of
capitalisation have still not been
established...”

The truth is, however, that
anybody who bothered to look in-
‘to it can see that capitalisation
would would mean a halt to the ci-
ty council’s magnificant house-
building and house-repair
programme.

UCATT members in Liverpool,
including members of the Com-
munist Party, have solidly sup-
ported the city council’s call to ac-
tion. Yet their faint-hearted CP

comrades in unions like NALGO
and the NUT are calling for
‘‘capitalisation’’—which would
threaten the jobs of UCATT
members and then more NALGO
members as well.

The Morning Star and the local
spokesmen of the Communist Par-
ty indulge in the luxury of back-
stabbing criticism of the council’s
policies, without themselves spell-
ing out any viable alternative. On
28 September the Morning Star sid-
ed with ‘“‘key union figures’’ like
GMBATU leader David Basnett in
attacking the city council’s decision
to issue redundancy notices to
31,000 council workers. Yet this is
after they refused to support the
call for all-out action—which, if it
had gone ahead, would have forc-
ed the Tory Government to back
off and make concessions, thus
avoiding the need for any redun-
dancy notices.

The council’s policy of issuing
redundancy notices to all workers
is the only way of keeping the
whole workforce together and
gaining time to prepare for further
united action. Who exactly do the
CP consider should be sacked in
order to save £30 million?
GMBATU members? UCATT
members? NALGO members?
Why don’t they spell out the im-
plications of their bankrupt policy.

Council will fight all
cuts and job losses

But the Labour council has no
intention of sitting back and
waiting for this to happen. In the
coming weeks, the policy of the ci-
ty council, the Liverpool District
Labour Party, and the trade unions
who support the struggle to defend
jobs and services in Liverpool, is to
continue to build a massive move-
ment for action to defeat the Tory
government.

The Tories were defeated last
year and forced to make conces-
sions. They can be defeated this
year too. But this requires bold
socialist policies, mass campaign-
ing and resolute tactics.

Members of the Communist Par-
ty who genuinely support the
Council’s struggle! We call on you
to reject the dirty, back-stabbing
tactics of the Morning Star and
leading members of the CP locally.

Neither wing of the Communist
Party today has anything in com-
mon with the organisation that was
originally founded on the genuine
ideas of Marxism. The Morning
Star can no longer be regarded as
a Communist paper.

We appeal to all CP members
who want to fight: join with the
Marxists in the Labour Party! Sup-
port the socialist policies of Liver-
pool City Council! Fight to defeat
the Tories! Fight to defend the jobs
and services of Liverpool workers!
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Race debate head reinstated

THE DECISION of the High Court to force the
reinstatement of Ray Honeyford as head of the
Drummond Middle School is a blow to Bradford’s
Asian workers and the iabour movement.

Honeyford was suspended
by Bradford council after he
wrote articles for the extreme
right wing magazine
Salisbury Review, which
were deeply offensive to
many Asians. Despite the
fact that 90 per cent of
students at Drummond Mid-
dle are Asian, the court
ordered Honeyford’s
reinstatement. The main
argument put forward was
that the school governors
supported Honeyford. But
the governors decided by on-
ly one vote to back
Honeyford and that after
many governors who were
against Honeyford refused
to attend the meeting.

In response to his
reinstatement, the Parents
Action Group called a week
long boycott of the school in
September with a daily
picket. It received tremen-
dous support from the local
community. Many school
students were already staying
away, but this attendence fell
‘even further during the
boycott, from just over half
to under a quarter of school
students attending, with on-
ly 142 out of 550 pupils at-
tending on the last day of the
boycott.

The picket, mainly made
up of parents and pupils,
never fell below 200. From

By Ken Little
(Bradford North
Labour Party)

the start the local authority,
the media and the police at-
tempted to intimidate the
parents. Many of the so-
called pro-Honeyford
‘‘outraged parents’’ are not
even parents or come from
the area. The press also gave
great coverage to one parent
who said he was kicked and
punched by the pickets.

He is in fact a well-known
local Tory and the pickets
question how anyone could
get anywhere near him let
alone attack him, given the
large number of police and
press that surround him at
all times.

Separation

The only intimidation seen
was from the police when
they tried to push striking
pupils into the playground.
Meanwhile the local authori-
ty has threatened to take
legal action against parents
who boycott the school.

This has not stopped con-
tinued action. On Monday
morning there was a picket
of the school and half-day

Lobby of Bradford Council Education Committee

boycott. Two-thirds of the
school pupils stayed at
home. New elections for
school governors will be held
this week.
Having Honeyford as a
headmaster is against the in-
terests of the labour move-
ment. He stands for dividing
people along racial lines.
Most working class
parents recognise that the
comprehensive education
system is badly in need of a
boost in funds.- Education
has suffered from the Tory

Valley to Palace move suits
big business not football fans

CHARLTON Athletic
Football Club have an-
nounced they are moving
from the Valley, where
they have played for 66
years, to Selhurst Park,
home of Crystal Palace.

This move is being made
with no consultation with
either sets of supporters who
have since made it clear that
they are opposed to the
move. At Charlton’s last
match at the Valley, fans
held an orderly protest on
the pitch at half time.

For Charlton fans it will
now mean a journey of over
seven miles to Selhurst Park,
with no direct public
transport from the area of
South-East London where
they live. Entry to the game
is alread expensive without
the extra cost of fares.

It could also mean Sunday
Football as- Sainsbury’s—
who have a store at Selhurst
Park—say they will no
longer close down on Satur-
day afternoons. Palace fans

over the last two years have
made it clear that they do not
want Sunday matches.

The Charlton move seems
all the more incredible
because the chairman of the
property company that owns
the Valley, Michael Gliksten,
is a former chairman of
Charlton Athletic. Ironical-
ly his father and uncle played
a major role in developing
the club.

Big money

Another example of big
business meddling in the in-
terests of football clubs was
seen at Chelsea during the
summer. The owners of
Chelsea’s Stamford Bridge
ground attempted to take
over Crystal Palace Football
Club to provide a ground for
Chelsea so that they could
develop Stamford Bridge
and make several million
pounds profit, They were
not even prepared to
guarantee that Crystal

Palace would remain as a
club.

For hundreds of
thousands of workers, their
local club is seen as an im-
portant part of the com-
munity. The only guarantee
for the future of football
clubs is to take them out of
the hands of the financial
hooligans who trample over
the wishes of the fans.

This could only be done
by local councils
municipalising clubs, enabl-
ing them to be run by the
supporters, staff and the
players. It would also ensure
that safety standards were
met, ensuring that no more
disasters like the Bradford
City fire take place. The land
around the stadiums could
be developed making clubs
into sporting complexes for
the community, open seven
days a week.

By Mark Picksley
{(West Lewisham LPYS)

cut-backs. Added problems
for Asian students are the
growing number of racial at-
tacks to and from and in the
schools, along with the
general feeling that ~the
education system does not
cater for the cultural
background of Asians. The
labour movement must take
up this question in a serious
way. Failure to do so could
lead to a return to the idea
of a separate education
system for Asians, which has
been raised from time to

time.

This development, while
understandable, would only
increase the possibilities of
racial attacks and be a step
towards sectionalising the
working class along racial
lines.

Non-co-operation

The first step the Bradfod
labour movement must take
.is a policy of complete non-
co-operation with Honey-
ford, and a campaign to en-

sure that a new Board of
Governors, to be elected
shortly, has an anti-racist
policy and removes
Honeyford. -

In the longer term the
labour movement must fight
for a socialist education
system, reversing the cuts
and implementing an enor-
mous expansion of
resources, taking into ac-
count cultural differences.
Reactionaries like Honey-
ford have no part to play in
such a system.

Fascist demo in Brighton in 1980

Master race chased off

ALTHOUGH THE tiny
support for the National
Front in Brighton has

~dwindled to virtually

nothing, the NF recently
tried to revitalise the
Brighton master race with
a ‘freedom of speech’ ral-
ly outside the Town Hall
on 20 September. The
council has banned
fascists from meeting on
council property.
Militant sellers discovered
the plan when they found
fascists leafietting Brighton
Open Market. Through the
links built up in the miners
strike, Labour Parties, trade
unions and left-wing groups
were quickly brought
together and within five days
a counter demonstration of

300 was mustered. Only 30
or so NFers turned up under
police protection and were
hurriedly escorted away.

However, while the
counter demonstration was
successful in stopping the
fascists’ advertised meeting,
a gang of 50 fascists from
London marched unan-
nounced through Brighton
to a meeting in a hall owned
by the council. The NF had
booked the hall under a false
namée. Although the police
claimed they didn’t know the
NF had booked the hall
fraudulently, the police seal-
ed off the area around the
hall, complete with horses
and dogs. Local anti-fascists
are now looking into how
the NF were able to book a
council hall.

@ At the Liverpool
Solidarity conference on 21
September it was reported to
the delegates that British Na-
tional Party fascists were
hanging around the city cen-
tre. 30 delegates left the con-
ference and confronted the
fascists, chasing them off.

@ As the Leicester Anti-
Fascist Defence Committee
continues its defence of
LPYS members and anti-
racists arrested in the counter
picket of a British National
Party meeting on 23 April,
the defendants are coming
before the magistrates court.
Alan Horne and Shaun
Moore were found not guil-
ty. However, Martin Page
was fined £200 and Steven
McGann was bound over for
12 months to the sum of £50;
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Letters

Send us your views, comments or criticism. Write to Militant,
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB

Support for
Liverpool council

Dear Comrades,

In the build-up to the
momentous struggle between
Liverpool and the Tory
government we visited about
ten factories and Wirral
council bus depot. }

On every occasion we left
Liverpool Labour Council
posters and leaflets explain-
ing the facts about the
dispute.

On finishing our work in
and around the factories we
prepared for the next task,
fly-posting. Myself and
another comrade set off to
do the centre of Birkenhead.
On our way around
Birkenhead we decided that
fly-posting was necessary in
the local park. One position
we thought a poster would
be required was right next to
a Wirral Borough Council
van. As we were putting one

of the posters up an angry
voice came from the van:
‘‘Ay-come here’”’. With vi-
sions of a visit to the local
police station we approach-
ed the van. ‘‘Slap some of
them on the van will ya”,
without needing to be asked
twice we hastily placed three
‘Support Liverpool Labour
Council’ posters on the van.
Then he said: ““It’s about
time we got these Tories out,
they’ve messed all the ser-
vices up by making them go
private!”’

I then asked him if he
would be coming out in sup-
port on the 25 September
and he replied: ‘““You try and
bloody well stop me.”

With this kind of attitude
being shown on the opposite
side of the Mersey how can
we fail to defeat the Tory
government? )

Yours fraternally

Paul Heron

Wallasey

Message for
Kinnock

Dear Comrades,

In the forthcoming con-
frontation of Liverpool with
the present government, it is
perhaps the actions of one
person which will prove the
most decisive in bringing
about a victory for the 49
Labour councillors.

This person is none other
than the leader of the
Labour Party, Neil Kinnock.
Mr Kinnock is in a very for-
tunate position with regard
to the Liverpool people’s
plight. We have heard his in-
cessant pleas to the rank and
file not to damage the par-
ty’s chances in the next elec-
tion by alienating potential
Labour voters, hence his
refusal to support the

miners’ struggle and his con-
tinued dissociation from the
Liverpool Labour council’s
stance.

Will he dare to suggest
that by fighting to maintain
jobs and services Liverpool
city council is damaging the
party’s vote? Or will he at
last realise that his position
compells him to mirror the
strength of the Liverpool
labour movement.

Our councillors have set a
precedent and we will accept
no less from one who
regards himself as the head
of the labour movement. We
will not forget where you
stood when this battle has
run its course.

Yours fraternally

Martin Cummins

Gilmoss Ward

Labour Party

Media propaganda

A hanger on HMS Hermes on its way to the Falklands. Media reports during the war were vetted
to keep public opinion on the side the government.

Dear Comrades,

The true nature of the
BBC has once again been ex-
posed for what it actually is,
an extremely effective in-
strument of the capitalist
state.

It has been revealed by the
Glasgow Media Group that
a film they produced called
War and peace news due for
screening this week has
been censored.

The film, which was
scheduled for the Open Space
series, deals with television
news coverage .of the
Falklands conflict.

The Media Group obtain-
ed leaked minutes of con-
fidential news and current
affairs executive meetings in
which it shows that the BBC
banned interviews with
bereaved relatives—
reporting was distorted to

(wait for it) ‘‘suit the emo-
tional sensibilities of the
public’’. The ‘‘normal detat-
ched”’ style of reporting was
felt to be an ‘‘unnecessary
irritation’’ meaning that the
BBC coverage was used to
put across government
statements of policy.

Yours fraternally

Pat McKeown

Unploughed Field

Dear Comrades,

At a recent meeting of
Birkenhead GMC a delegate
made a complaint about
‘political censorship’. He ex-
plained that his local library
had offered for sale a mint
condition copy of a book
written by Frank Field (the
local MP), and proposed
that we write to the local

paper, the Birkenhead News
complaining that the book
was obviously being sold
because it was written by a
Labour MP.

However another delegate
then stated that he was a
librarian and that books
were only sold when they
hadn’t been borrowed for a
certain length of time. He
went on to say that he had
recently come across another

An unpopular
policy

Dear Comrades,

Alistair Graham, the
right-wing general secretary
of CPSA wrote in the
September edition of the
union’s journal that the
labour movement should go
for ‘wages policy’. it would,
he said, improve Labour’s
chances at the next general
election.

What these people don’t
seem to realise is that ex-
perience has taught workers
that ‘wages policy’ means
cuts in living standards.
Limiting wage increases
always seems to be more suc-

cessful than limiting price
rises.

In reality Labour’s right
wing share the same fun-
damental view as the
Tories—both believing that
only cuts in wages will enable
the economy to grow.
(Everybody else's wages,
that is).

But why is it, if that policy
were true, that the poorest
countries in the world also
suffer from mass unemploy-
ment? Why has Northern
Ireland both the lowest
wages and the highest
unemployment in Europe?

The answer to this is in-
vestment. British bosses do
not invest the surplus pro-
duced by labour in manufac-

X

Alistair Graham—bring back
““wages policy’’.

turing industry. Japan’s
capitalists, for example, in-
vest about $2,600 per head
per year, whilst their British
counterparts invest about

$1,000.

It does not take a genius
to deduce that the Labour
Party would radically im-
prove its chances at the next
election if, amengst other
things, it attacked the bosses
for their failures rather than
trying to pin the blame on
workers for trying to obtain
incomes they can life on.

Right wing leaders, unless
the left defeats them in elec-
tions, will be an albatross
around our necks with
policies as attractive as
yesterday’s warmed-up
dinner.

Yours fraternally

Steve Appleton

CPSA Leeds

A 'successful’
government

Dear Comrades,

Chancellor Helmut Kohl,
leader of West Germany’s
Conservative-Liberal coali-
tion government, has recent-
ly described it as “‘the most
successful government in the
world”’.

According to the German
Marxist newspaper Voran,
there are now a record three
and a half million unem-
ployed in West Germany.
Unemployment benefit has
been reduced by as much as
25 per cent and pensions by
eight per cent.

It’s clear that Kohl’s
government is highly ‘suc-
cessful’—in representing the
interests of capital.

To protest against the
government’s policies the
DGB (the German TUC) has
called a week a action for
14 —19 October. Markxists
believe that the trade unions
and their political arm, the
Social Democratic Party,
should use this week of ac-
tion to recruit thousands of
unorganised workers,
women and youth into their
ranks. "

In West Germany the op-
portunities exist now more
than ever for mobilising the
working class behind a
Social Democratic Party
committed to carrying out
socialist policies which can
put an end to capitalism’s
‘successes’ once and for all.

Yours fraternally

Mora Maclean

Glasgow

Memorable
meetings

Dear Comrades,

On Tuesday 17 September
I attended a Cleethorpes
Labour Party meeting in
which the branch was to
discuss the resolution put
forward by the LPYS
against the recent expulsions
of the Attercliffe members
of the Labour Party.

What a farce it turned out
to be. Gnce the resolution
had been proposed and
seconded only one person
was allowed to speak from
the floor in support of the

resolution and even though

others wanted to come in the
chairman closed the discus-
sion and went straight into
the vote with great protest

from the floor.

However, even the voting
was farcical and when so-
meone called for a re-count
it was refused. So much for
democratic debate within the
Labour Party. Although the
LPYS lost the vote, we did
however sell 11 papers.

Also on Monday 16
September I attended a rally
in Sheffield against the ex-
pulsions. What a memorable
occasion it turned out to be,
After hearing the speakers a
financial appeal was made
for the libel case in which
£307 was raised, £60 being
donated by the Asian and
Pakistani community.

Yours fraternally

Andrea Studd

Cleethorpes

book written by Frank Field
in the library where he works
and had discovered that this
book was last borrowed
from the library five vears
ago!

The chairman tactfully
stated that maybe we’d bet-
ter not write to the
Birkenhead News.

Yours fraternally

Dave Clark

Birkenhead CLP

ran out of white wine.

Photo: Martin Weaver

Beer drinkers vote yes

ACCORDING TO the Financial Times one
beneficiary from the crisis in Liverpool has been the
Cross Keys pub. It is opposite Liverpool Boxing
Stadium, venue of last week’s mass meetings. On
the Monday, the time of the General and Municipal
union mass meeting, busizess was so brisk it ran
out of beer at lunchtime. On the Tuesday the
stadium saw the mass meeting of the local govern-
ment officers’ union, NALGO. This time the pub

Fairly expensive

A MAJOR row has broken out in Canada over the
siting of the World Fair extravaganza in Vancouver,
in the province of British Columbia. While little has
been done to aid the province’s 13.6 per cent
unemployment rate, the government are splashing
out £797 million on the fair. The World Fair’s Van-
couver site is only one mile from the city’s soup kit-
chens for the unemployed.

Loosening their belt

THE LATEST survey reveals that the top 55 British
company executives earn at least £200,000 a year.
Richard Giordano, Chairman of British Oxygen still
tops the poll as the highest paid man in Britain with
his salary of £771,600, an increase of 48 per cent
this year. Second highest paid is a director of Thom-
son International who won an increase of 552 per
cent this year. Recession? What recession?

Littlewoods
article .

Dear Comrades,

I would like to endorse the
article on- Littlewoods in
Militant (27 September). The
new style management are
provoking a great deal of
resentment. Communica-
tions between management
and workers you could
describe as the mushroom
system: keeping us in the
dark and feeding us on
manure (to put it more
politely than usual).

So-called investment is
almost entirely in new
technology which has cost
thousands of jobs. Facing
this concerted attack,
workers have turned to the

‘unions, but because they

have no clear alternative
policy and no regular ac-
countability they have made
it more difficult to resist
managment’s psychological
warfare.

We are calling for full ac-
countability of officials, for
branch meetings to be on site
with creche facilities and for
a fighting union,

Desmond Pitcher, Lit-
tlewoods’ boss has another
idea to ‘‘bring investment to
Liverpool.” The Daily Mir-
ror reported he now had
plans to entertain 12 visitors
from Hong Kong who are
considering setting up a tex-
tile works on Merseyside for
clothes for a mail order
business. Sounds suspicious-
ly like UK Sweatshops Ltd to
me. ..

Your article provoked
tremendous interest at work,
the first time a true picture
of life at Littlewoods was
given. Workers asked ““why
don’t we read stuff like that
in the Sun or Mail?”’ We all
know the answer. Keep up
the good work. We need a
daily Militant to put the
truth.

Yours fraternally

Ron Flower

" USDAW Littlewoods

Mail Order Crosby

personal capacity




THE EXECUTIVE of the National Union of
Students has voted to support Liverpool City
Council’s fight to defend jobs and services. This
follows a lobby of its meeting on 29 September
by members of Further Education Labour
Students from Liverpool and London.

Cheryl Varley, a Liver-
pool Further Education sab-
batical officer and Jackie
Bates, convenor of the
Merseyside Area Students.
Organisation (MASO), both
addressed the executive,
which also voted to fully
support the special one-day
conference called by MASO
on 20 October to build na-
tional support for the city
council.

The executive’s decision

must now be turned from -

words into action, with all
the resourses of the student

By John Jennings

movement mobilised to de-
fend those defending educa-
tion in Liverpool. Unfor-
tunately, the executive could
not find time to discuss pro-
posals for practical measures
from its Further Education
National Committee. There
must therefore be a massive
campaign from rank-and-file
students to pressure the ex-
ecutive to match their words
with deeds.

10.00am—

051 701 4047.

MERSEYSIDE AREA Student Organisation one day conference:
‘Support Liverpool City Council. Sunday 20 October, Venue:
Stanley Theatre, Liverpool University Student Union, time:

4.30pm. Invited speakers include: Tony Mulhearn (President
Liverpool District Labour Party), Paul Lucock (Deputy Chair FE
Committee, Liverpool Council), Speaker from Joint Shop
Stewards Committee, Cheryl Varley (FE Sabatical Liverpool), Phil
Woolas (President NUS), Jackie Bates (MASQO Convenor). For
more information about the conference contadt J Bates MASO
corvenor, Haigh Buildings, Maryland Street, Liverpool 1, phone:

Students and Coun(:il

workers unite

THE CAMPAIGN Against
Redundancies in Education
(CARE) came into existence
originally in response to a
decision by the college
authorities in Aberystwyth
to sack a politics lecturer in
order to save money. A
meeting was organised, with
the lecturer concerned speak-
ing, along with represen-
tatives from other unions
and the local Trades
Council.

Following this meeting an
emergency meeting of the
Students’ Union was called
at which a resolution calling
for the establishment of
CARE was passed over-
whelming by several hundred
students. CARE began

meeting twice a week with"

representatives from all the
unions involved in education
locally.

The first event we organis-
ed was a march and rally to
coincide with a meeting of
the college Senate.

As a direct result of our
campaign the college was
forced to back down on the
sacking of the lecturer.

CARE has shown us that
it is only when students and
workers fight together that
we really stand a chance of
resisting attacks on our
education system.

By Dave Richards
(Chair, Wales
Labour Students)

ORDER NOW for freshers’ fayres, from Militan
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Students back Liverpool

Students and Young Socialists lobby the NUS executive on Sunday.

promotes ed

IN THE light of the battle of Liverpool
City Council, Militant interviewed Liz
Snape, president of Liverpool
Polytechnic Students’ Union, who
outlines the steps taken by the Labour
council to defend and expand the
facilities provided by the Polytechnic:

‘“‘Immediately the council was
elected, the plans of the previous
Liberal council which initially meant
37 course closures was reversed.

Previously the attitude of the eight
directors who ran the Poly had been:
‘“What cuts can we make this year’’?
The rector prided himself in saving
money through cuts. These gang of
eight were removed immediately. The
council then increased spending by
£1.5 million.

The first improvement that was

undertaken was to expand the nursery
facilities in the polytechnic. The
nursery was previously partially sub-
sidised by the student union. The new
Labour council paid the extra to make

the facilities free and also increased the-

number of places available to students.

The whole attitude of the council is
expansion and improvements rather
than cuts. With the £1.5 million funds,
an academic plan has been drawn up
by the academic board and the board
of governors. ’

The board of governors has replac-
ed the Liberal-Tory clique who ran the
college by members of the labour and
trade union movement in Liverpool.
As a result the poly is now being run
with the interests of the working class
in mind.

ucation

As well as free nursery places,
courses have been opened free to the
unemployed. The whole idea is to
open up education to those who are
denied an opportunity to enter higher
education, ie the working class.

For the first time in ten years, the

big black cloud that has hung over the .

polytechnic of hit-lists of courses to
close, and jobs to be lost has been
lifted. The Labour council has provid-
ed the basis of an educaticn system
that should be every socialist’s dream.

The Labour council has really got
it together. If they can do this in just
two years, imagine what a Labour
government could do based on the
same policies.”’ .

School students organise

AT THE founding con-
ference of the Scottish
School Students’ Union
on 14 September, there
were school students from
Dundee, Falkirk, Stirling
and Glasgow—a wide
representation from all
over Scotland.

Over 15,000 leaflets were
produced and distributed in
preparation for the con-
ference and there was wide
coverage in the press, Scot-
tish TV and the BBC news.

The conference discussed.

many issues, including Liver-
pool and the teachers’
strikes. Schootl students who
had never been to a con-

pport Liverpoo] »

Labour Council

t Student Publica-

tions, c/o 3—13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. Student
Bulletin—15p, Broadsheet— 15p, Leaflets—3.50 for 500.
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ference before got up and
made excellent
contributions.

In a session on how to
establish and build branches
of the union in the schools,
Mandy Graham, a fourth-
year school student from
North Kelvinside school in
Glasgow said: ‘“We set up
our branch of the union by
getting the local LPYS
branch to help us leaflet and
set up stalls outside the
school.” .

The conference was ex-
tremely enthusiastic and op-
timistic and the Scottish
Committee which was
elected will discuss plans to
produce a charter, as a
means of recruiting school
students to the union.

The SSU in Scotland can
only go from strength to
strength. This was summed
up when Tony Quinn, the
fraternal speaker from the
LPYS said: ““This union has
the potential to become the
largest union in Scotland and
nationally, larger even than
the TGWU”.

By Tricia Moore
(Organising Secretary,
Scottish SSU)

School students marching past Liverpool Town Hall on their one-
day strike in April.

‘Democratic

Left’

IN THE one-day srike in
Liverpool last week,
members of the Labour Par-
ty Young Socialists set up a -
picket lirie in support of the
council, at the North East
Technical College.

As a result 1,500 students
and lecturers joined the
strike. Old Swan Tech was
also solid in support.
Members of the National
Organisation of Labour
Students (NOLS) in the fur-
ther education (FE) colleges
in Liverpool have been in the
forefront of the battle
against the Tories.

The ‘‘Democratic Left”’
leadership of NOLS claimed
in their manifesto for the last
years NOLS conference that
their priority was to expand
in the FE sector. This will
leave a sour taste in the
mouths of Labour Students
in NE Tech and Old Swan
Tech since neither have
received any NOLS member-
ship cards—four and a half
weeks into the start of the
new term!

The ‘Demeocratic Left’
have increasingly turned to
bureaucratic manoeuvres to
try to hamper the growth of
clubs which do not support
the ideas of the leadership.
They have been backed up to
the hilt in these attacks by
the Labour Party
bureaucracy.

Disputes

As a result, at the beginn-
ing of the new academic
year, instead of putting all
their efforts into winning
students to the Labour Par-
ty, Labour club officers are
being forced to waste time
and money in disputes with
the NOLS office.

It seems likely that again
this year deadlines for af-
filiation of new clubs will be
early November, despite the
recommendations of the
Labour Party Appeals and
Mediation committee that
the deadlines would be dis-
cussed well in advance of be-
ing set.

Already NOLS leaders
have refused to inaugurate
Bathgate Tech Labour club
on two separate occasions.
Tom Sawyer, chair of the
party’s youth sub-committee
must be flooded with resolu-
tions of protest at this
decision.

The ‘Democratic Left’
have always tried to main-
tain a mask of opposition to
witch-hunts. In Wales how-
ever this has slipped to reveal
the truth.

According to minutes cir-
culated to their members the
‘Democratic Left’ are pro-
posing masss expulsions
from NOLS and the
sabotage of the South East
Wales Student Association
which brings nnder its ban-
ner 30,000 students. This
shows that the ‘Democratic
Left’ are prepared to put
their own narrow interests
before those of rank and file
students.

Despite their attempts to
stop the growth of the ideas
of Marxism in the student
field, by showing rank and
file students on a local and
regional level what a Marx-
ist leadership can, do Mili-
tant’s ideas will grow from
strength to strength.

By Simon Kaplan
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS

“London buses
back Battersea

BUSWORKERS AT Battersea garage in
South London began a strike on Monday
against closure of our garage.

The nine to one vote in
favour of striking showed a
recognition that the time for
reliance on campaigning for
public support has ended.

A meeting of represen-
tatives of garages in the Ab-
bey district, which covers
central London, met on
Tuesday, and nine will be
curtailing services in support
of Battersea.

Teachers'

Pay

CHANCES OF settlement

of the teachers’
dispute improved
week.

The education commit-
tee of the Labour-
controlled Association of
Metropolitan Authorities
finally voted (20 to 10) to
break from the other
employers on the Burnham
negotiating committee. It

pay
last

will now support negotia-

tion on the pay claim
without any of the strings
about conditions of service
and pay scales which
Education Secretary Keith

Joseph has been insisting

on.
This will produce a par-
ty polarisation on the
management side of the

By Seamus Mullen
(TGWU branch commit-
tee, Battersea garage)

Support is also expected
from the Merton garage
where a meeting is going on
at time of writing. Severe
disruption of central London
services is expected.

The workers are par-

Burnham committee.
Labour will need the sup-
port of just one of the
SDP/Liberal or independent
councillors to have a ma-
jority. All will be revealed at
the next meeting of the
management side this
Friday.

In the meantime the
teachers’ action continues.

Teachers rally in London last Tuesday.

ticularly angry at the in-
timidatory attitude of
management. This morning,
for instance, the garage
manager, shouting in an in-
sulting way, ordered strikers
out of the canteen. But we’ve
had enough of that kind of
treatment.

A further meeting of Ab-
bey district representatives
will take place on Friday
where escalation of the ac-
tion will be discussed if
management have not given
ground.

Over 14,000 English and
Welsh NUT members
struck for half a day on
Monday and NAS/UWT
members took action
on Tuesday. In Scotland,
the EIS’s longer-running
dispute will close 110
schools during the week as
part of its selective strike
campaign.

-

Rick Matthews

Strikers outside Battersea bus garage.

Print union unity agreement

“ABOUT TIME!”" will be
the response from printers
and journalists to the agree-
ment between the NGA and
NUJ concerning the in-
troduction of new
technology in the provincial
press area.

Now the employers will
have to agree. And of course
SOGAT who are not includ-
ed and whose involvement
must be a priority.

The petty squabbling of
union tops over the last year
has divided the workforce
whilst giving confidence to
the bosses. It must be ended
now.

The agreement has provi-
sion for joint chapel
meetings, the honouring of
picket lines, 100 per cent
union membership. Rates
and conditions to be based
on the best.

Unfortunately there is no
commitment to fight for
jobs. It only declares its op-
position to compulsory
redundancy.

The battle is nevertheless
far from over. The bosses
offensive aims at breaking
the power of the unions.

The pre-entry closed shop
is its central targei. This
gives the unions control over
niring and firing, an element
or workers' centrol under
capitalism.

Thke closed shop, won
decades ago because the
various processes required to
print ard finish material
needed separate skills, has
now vanished with the ad-
vent of niew technology.

The task today is to de-
fend the strength that era
gave printers—to fight again
for the pre-entry closed shop

instead of taking it for
granted.

But the question remains
whether the present union
leaders are up to the task.

The key to this present
crisis is the membership. The
whole membership of all the
print unions must go into the
battle.

A campaign of explana-
tion to the rank and file of
the dangers if the introduc-
tion of technology is on the
bosses’ terms must be
waged.

This must then be follow-
ed up with mass membership
meetings.

The message must be -

made clear to every employer
who attacks even an in-
dividual union member that
standing behind them is the
full force of the print unions.

Miners fight back

Kent breaks avan

KENT MINERS at
Tilmanstone pit refused to
be intimidated by the new
manager, McAlpine, recent-
ly brought from Scotland to
close three pits.

At a general meeting last
Sunday resolutions were
passed supporting Liverpool
Council and donationg £100
to the South African NUM.

A decision was made to
hold pit gate meetings during
the week to report back from
the colliery review meeting
on the fate of Tilmanstone,
due to close next March.

The NCB informed the
union that all meetings
would have to be outside of
Coal Board time against well
established custom and prac-
tice over more than 30 years.

The NUM decided to go
ahead with the meeting
anyway. McAlpine then
threatened that if the

meeting hadn’t finished by
6.30 the gates would be lock-
ed and a whole day shift lost.

The men decided the
report back needed to be
heard in full, continued the
meeting till 7.00, and then
went straight home. The
same thing happened with
the afternoon shift.

The piece of information
that the coal board didn’t
want the men to hear was the
so-called loss made by -the
pits this year was £8 million
and the total cost of redun-
dancies was £8 million.

So the coalfield is effec-
tively breaking even and
there is absolutely no
economic reason for closing
Tilmansone colliery or Bet-

teshanger or Smowdown.

By Andy Roberts

Durham Walk-out

MINERS AT the Ep-
pleton/Murton/Hawthorn
pit complex in Durham
walked out on Monday night
after two Eppleton miners
were sacked for clocking off
early.

Eppleton was picketed out
and the rest of the complex
joined the strike after a visit

from the night shift. 2,500
came out but management
refused to negotiate.

A meeting on Tuesday
afternoon agreed to return,
but to come out again with
support from the whole
Durham area, if the NCB
refuse to  negotiate
reinstatement.

Yorkshire
organises

THE mining town. of
Wombwell, near Barnsley,
faces economic and social
devastation unless
MacGregor and Thatcher
are stopped.

Three miles south of
Wombwell lies Cortonwood
colliery, earmarked for
closure.

Darfield Main colliery can
be seen from Wombwell
town centre. And in June the
Board announced their in-
tention to close the pit.

Many workers at
Houghton Main colliery,
three miles away, now
believe that last week’s an-
nouncement has placed the

Houghton

AFTER SIX months of
Rambo-style management
miners at Houghton Main
pit have started to push
back.

All the normal consulta-
tion and conciliation pro-
cedures have either been ig-
nored by management, or
where they have taken place
were a farce.

We have had difficulties
distributing union papers
and our branch officials
have been subjected to un-
precedented intimidation.

Last Tuesday a dispute
over ‘Wet notes’ (permission
to leave the mine early
because of wet working con-
ditions) led to the vast ma-
jority of men walking out.

mining community
against pit closures

future of their colliery in
jeopardy.

At Darfield Main colliery
the NCB have been attemp-
ting to demoralise the
workforce into meeting the
pits closure.

Cynical choice of coal to
be mined has meant that
poor seams are being work-
ed. Hardly any coal is being
produced and consequently
bonus rates are virtually nil.

The Coal Board’s aim is
clear—demoralise the

workforce with low wages

and eventually they’ll give up
and either accept redundan-
cy or a transfer to another
colliery.

The Coal Board would
then claim that the workers
themselves had decided to
close the pit.

But miners at Darfield
Main have seen through the
NCB’s strategy. In October
a march is being organised,
in Barnsley, to protest.

Also the Darfield Main
and Community Action
Committee has been
established to campaign for
the pit’s future.

We plan to organise public
meetings, and a march and
rally in the Wombwell area,
to get the local community
fully behind our campaign.

Our first task is to raise

Main meets Rambo

Within 24-hours we had a
guarantee that immediately
work resumed all four
branch officials could par-
ticipate in a stage one
meeting. Previously only two
officials had been permitted
to attend.

It was also agreed that if
this meeting failed to resolve
the dispute then a stage two
meeting would take place
within three days.

However emotions at the
pit were running high and
most men felt that we should
stay out in the hope that a
show of strength and unity
would be a warning to
management.

Attitudes have also
hardened as a result of a let-

ter from the manager written
prior to the dispute. It
outlines the situation in each
of the three seams worked
and procedures on ‘Wet
notes’, conciliation and in-
centive payments.

He claims procedures and
agreements are Dbeing
adhered to, which doesn’t
convince the men, but also
makes it clear that he is
about to tear up all the writ-

ten agreements on
incentives.
From the beginning of the

scheme we opted to have all
face teams paid on an
average rather than face by
face. This is an option which
is clearly laid down in the
agreement and the decision

money. We made a magnifi-
cent start by raising £56 from
a petition and collection in
Wombwell town centre.
Similar fund raising events
are also planned. However,
donations, and messages of
support from the rest of the
movement are also urgently
needed. In particular invita-
tions to address labour
movement bodies would be

" welcome.

Cheques and postal orders
shauld be made payable to “‘the
Darfield Main and Community

«Action Committee’’. Messages
of support ahd requests for
speakers should be addressed to
M. Marshall, 17 Rinnington
Road, Wombwell, Barnsley.
Telephone Barnsley 757700.

By a member of Darfield
Main and Community Ac-
tion Committee

should be made by the face
men and noone else.

Now the manager says he
will introduce face by face
payments for an experimen-
tal period cf six weeks—
without any consultation
whatsoever.

On Thursday last week at
a special meeting it was
decided to return to work
this Monday. The list of
grievances that has built is a
long one. It may be that we
have to take action to resolve
every issue. But it would be
less painful all round if NCB
management abandon Ram-
bo and try reasoned
negotiation.

By a Houghton Main
NUM member

Rick Matthews (IFL)



A long year at Adde

Hospital workers call

for national action

against privatisation

LUNCHTIME A year ago
on Sunday September 30
1984. Women domestics
gathered in the concourse of
Addenbrookes hospital,
Cambridge. Years of friend-
ship, of working together,
began to swell up into tears.
They were meeting to say
goodbye.

By Graham Heneghan
(Addenbrookes Strike
Committee)

The axe of privatisation
had fallen, splitting 300
domestics down the middle.

Goodbye to their friends
made redundant. Goodbye
to their own jobs. Tomor-
row would be the first day of
their strike.

OCS (Office Cleaning Ser-
vices) had won the cleaning
contract by throwing out the
window Whitley Council
conditions of employment
cutting staff and sickness
benefit.

It meant cutting cleaning
hours so low to get the cheap
contract, that they can’t pro-
perly clean Addenbrokes!

Brum

OVER FOUR thousand Bir-

mingham members of the
National Union of Teachers
met in the centre of Birm-
ingham on Thursday 19
September, to hear their
local union executive’s plans
for escalating industrial ac-
tion in support of their pay
claim.

This dispute has been the
longest teachers’ battle to
date. We are now entering
the ninth month and further
away from a settlement than
at any time in the dispute.

In April, Cambridge
Health Authority serviced
notice on OCS that improv-
ed standards of cleaning
would have to be met by
June or ending of their con-
tract would be considered.

In May, ward sisters held
a special meeting to express
their alarm at the low stan-
dard of cleaning. The sisters’
report stated that between
January and May 600 clean-
ing complaints were made.

On June 25, Cambridge
Health Authority members
voted for dirt at Adden-
brookes Hospital by conti-
nuing OCS’ contract.

How much longer will pa-
tients have to suffer the com-
placency of shabby manage-
ment which puts their lives at
risk! This was clearly stated
by the Royal College of
Nursing:

‘“Cleaning standards at
Addenbrookes Hospital are
potentially dangerous. The
centres of wards appear to be
clean but areas around the
beds and lockers are filthy.
It is in this sort of environ-
ment in a hospital where in-

fection grows very rapidly.”
(Cambridge Evening New,
June 25).

Cambridge Health
Authority, the people who
make the decisions about our
local health service are not
elected but appointed by
Government.

Members do not have to
have any knowledge of the
NHS and are not accoun-
table to the public or patients
who they should serve!

They are more concerned
to push through Govern-
ment policy to the detriment
of patients. The Adden-
brookes Hospital dispute
shows the need for
democracy and accountabili-
ty, which means elected
health authority members,
accountable to the com-
munity they serve.

On Monday May 13th,
1985 200 NUPE and
COHSE members from
other strikebound hospitals
converged on Adden-
brookes.

At this Rally, Sue Smith
of Barking Hospital said:

“We feel each of these

i

disputes is standing in isola-
tion. The women of Barking
are asking for a co-ordinated
fight against privatisation.”

Yet at the TUC conference_
in 1983 Unions were com-
mitted to a co-ordinated
campaign against privat-
isation!

Leadership

Words have been spoken,
words have been printed, but
no proper support has been
given by union leaders.

Ther is no co-ordination,
no linking together of the
struggle. Instead each strike-
bound hospital is left
isolated, to get on with their
own thing according to the

Addenbrookes strikers lobbying the TUC this year.
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quality of local union
leadership. °

When you consider what
is happening at Adden-
brookes is beginning to hap-
pen all over Britain. We
wonder why the union
leaderships are not backing

it as a national campaign of

co-ordinated action?

We went to the TUC this
vear hoping for support. We
asked if we could do a
collection—out of the ques-
tion were told. We asked if
we could show a banner, just
to say that we . were
here...out of the question! If
the working class can’t come
to the TUC where do we go?

The National Action
Committee was founded on

eachers’ mass meeting

The angry mood among
teachers was shown at the
meeting. Last week’s Bur-
nham Negotiating Commit-
tee offered us less than in
July.

Teachers’ salaries have
failen in real terms by 35%.
In fact, now it is becoming
increasingly difficult to ob-
tain loans and mortgages
from the Building Societies
because teachers are con-
sidered to be a bad risk.

At the meeting, it was
reported that in the recent

Silentnight strike

grows stronger

AS THE strike at Silent-
night bedding company in
Cheshire entersits seven-
teenth week, enmormous

support has been
generated throughout the
country.

This has been achieved
by the efforts of strikers.
Travelling all over the
country to visit factories
and speak at trade union,
Labour Party and other
meetings.

The workers now
understand the power of
the rank-and-file
membership to influence
the actions of the leader-
ship of their union, the
Furniture, Timber and
Allied Trades Union.
Pressure from strikers
forced the FTAT leaders
to put an emergency

resolution to the TUC
conference.

At a mass meeting in
Barnoldswick, on Mon-
day, 23 September,
FTAT members called on
the national officials
there for positive leader-
ship and an overall
strategy for winning the
strike.

By Linden Stafford
(Skipton Labour Party)

The leadership were
urged to call for more
support from FTAT
members nationwide and
were pressed to take a
more forceful role
themselves, rather than
leaving everything up to
the strikers.

On Saturday, 21
September. Pat Wall,

ballots for escalation of ac-
tion, over 91% of teachers in
Birmingham schools replied
to Ballot 7 (no after school
activities, no trips etc) and
over 82% replied to ballot 8
(Y2 day strike).

The latest ballot, No 9, is
now asking NUT members
to come out for a half day
strike in each month of Oc-
tober, November and
December. No doubt by the
mood shown at yesterday’s
meeting the vote will be a yes
vote.

President of Bradford
Trades Council, Bob
Cryer, Labour Euro MP,
and other speakers ad-
dressed a rally in Keighly,
where £635 was raised for

Looking for support at the TUC

Sir Keith Joseph and the
Tory press have waged a
massive campaign against
the teachers, accusing the
National Executive Commit-
tee of manipulating its
members by keeping the
facts from the members
about the new pay rise which
is on offer until 11 October.

Teachers are not going to
be conned by this kind of
tactic. We realise exactly
what’s on offer—a few
crumbs on the table.

Conditions of service are

worse now than ever before.
Teachers are working harder
than ever before, coping in
terrible conditions under im-
mense pressure.

All .the teaching unions
must get together to co-
ordinate their activities into
positive action, to show Sir
Keith Joseph and the rest of
the Tories exactly what they
can do with their offer.

A Birmingham NUT
member

the Silentnight strike
fund.

Militant supporters are
now producing a weekly
strike bulletin called The
Silentnight Striker, which

is being prepared with the
help of FTAT members
and will be given to all
those on strike.

the initiative of the strikers
at Barking Hospital. The
Barking Strike Committee
declares:

‘‘Born out of joint
meetings and rallies by strike
committees up and down the
country, the NAC is the new
force for change. The NAC
is the way to regain the in-
itiative in the struggle against
privatisation.

“We must unite our
unions in the hospitals and in
local government around a
common strategy to defeat
the national menace of con-
tracting firms. The commit-
tee is dedicated to the break-
ing down of the sense of
isolation felt in the districts
by those in struggle.”

Leicester DHSS

THE LONG-RUNNING
dispute at Leicester DHSS
continues.

The union presented a
report to managment during
talks last week in
Nottingham.

It stated that 50 more full-
time staff are needed in
Leicester office.

Management agreed not
to employ any further casual
staff for four weeks but to
present the union's pro-
posals to their bosses in
London.

In the meantime discus-
sions continure locally bet-
ween the DHSS group
manager and the CPSA
regional charirman.

By Adrian Schuartz
Leicester West LPYS

SEVENTEEN PRINT
workers have been sacked by
the West Sussex County
Times in Horsham for refus-
ing to give up their union
rights.

Between them the workers
have over 150 years of ser-
vice to the firm.

After lengthy talks on pay
and conditions the men have
been locked out unless they
agree to sign away their
union rights.

Management are using
scab labour to produce the
paper. Amongst other ac-
tions workers are encourag-
ing people not to buy the
paper and to persuade their

friends, neigbours and
relatives to boycott the
journal.

Alan Lanbirth spoke to G
Bishop NGA FOC.

Photo: Dave Sinclair
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WORKERS IN Liver-
pool are furious that
Neil Kinnock has add-
ed his voice to those of
the Tories, the Liberals,
the press and the
bishops in condemning
the city council’s fight
to defend jobs and ser-
vices. Cleansing depart-
ment worker, Steve
Sullivan, reported that
workers in his depot
were unanimous in
their condemnation.

Kinnock told delegates
that he owed: ‘“‘everything I
ever had” to the labour
movement—a decent house,
education and a ‘‘chance in
life’’. These are the very
things that he condemns the
Liverpool councillors for
providing.

By the end of next year,
5,200 new houses will have
been built, 3,600 are already
completed. 2,000 jobs have

been achieved if the council

diture. Otherwise either rates

Derek Hatton leaving the conference hall after Neil Kinnock’s speech.

has offered to send a delega-
tion of trade union leaders

been created or protected;
six new nurseries have been
opened, sports centres built,
further education saved
from cuts and new parks
created.

None of this could have

had agreed to comply with
the directives of the Tory
government, which has
robbed the city of £360
million. They had no alter-
native but to budget for less
than their anticipated expen-

would have soared by 92 per
cent or up to 10,000 workers
would have faced
redundancy.

David Blunkett for the
Labour Party National Ex-
ecutive Committee (NEC)

and members of the NEC
and Parliamentary Labour
Party to get together with the
leadership of the city coun-
cil to open up the bcoks to
see if ways can be found to
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Liverpool council defiant
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bridge the gap between in-
come and expenditure
without making cuts.

The Liverpool councillors
are confident that such an in-
vestigation will totally vin-
dicate their policy. They bit-
terly dispute Kinnock’s
charge that they have made
‘‘impossible promises’’
Every promise made to the
voters has been kept.

There has been anger too
at Kinnock’s distortion of
the council’s decision to issue
letters to all their workforce
explaining that in 90 days,
unless the Tory government
gives back £30 million of the
money taken from the city,
there will be no cash to pay
wages. This course of action
was urged on the council by
the overwhelming majority
of the members of unions
which organise the manual
workers, after the narrow
vote against strike action.

It was done to prevent the
councillors from immediate-
ly becoming liable to
criminal prosecution. It was
not imposed on the work-
force, but agreed with them,
in order to give both the
councillors and the unions
time to extend their cam-
paign of explanation to the

Brixton shooting:
no cover up

See page 3

entire workforce and the
voters of Liverpool.

The deliberate misrepres-
entation of this tactic by Kin-
nock and some national
trade union leaders is
deplorable.

The conference has shown
the vital need to spread the
Liverpool campaign na-
tionally to counter these
distortions. The National
Local Authorities Co-
ordinating Committee, at its
recall conference last Satur-
day pledged its support for
the stand taken by the Liver-
pool council and the Liver-
pool Joint Shop Stewards’
Committee. The message
must now be urgently
relayed to every council
depot and workplace within
Britain. Kinnock’s interven-
tion will have hindered the
task of explaining the issues
at stake, which make the
visits to every corner of the
movement more vital than
ever,

With privatisation and
next year’s budget meetings
looming large, there is not a
council worker in the coun-
try who is safe. Victory for
Liverpool will be the best
possible boost to workers in
every other authority.

Toxteth anger erupts

RIOTS ERUPTED in Toxteth,
Liverpool 8, on Tuesday, after
four black men were arrested,
charged and remanded in custody
in connection with an incident
where a Londoner was stabbed at
a carnival in Toxteth in August.

At the court 80 to 100 black youth
were boiling with anger, chanting their
opposition to the police. Shortly after-
wards youth began to stop, overturn
and burn cars. Black families told how
they saw a Post Office van overturn-
ed with the driver in it; he and his mate
escaped before the van was burned. A
taxi driver bitterly complained that he
was threatened and his taxi burned.

Crowds of local black and white
people gathered on the streets, but on-
ly 200-300 were involved in the rioting.

The police were obviously well
prepared for their response. Riot
squads moved in swiftly and brutally
in large numbers, banging on riots
shields, dispersing crowds and sealing
off the main Toxteth triangle. Person-
nel carriers, a type seen in Northern
Ireland, were in use. The police drop-

ped all pretence of community polic-
ing -and showed they had learned
lessons from the riots of 1981. Skir-
mishes continued for several hours.

Working class families stand to gain
nothing from these methods. The riots
were a blind outburst of pent-up rage
against the police and the harassment
suffered by youth in the area.

Tension has been heightening for
some time. The police have been in-
volved in raids in recent weeks which
have inflamed the situation. A
previous arrest led to the local police
station being besieged by a crowd
breaking windows.

Militant opposes riots, but social
deprivation, slum conditions, mass
unemployment, racial harassment and
heavyhanded policing are the ingre-
dients for an explosion of rage.

It is only the heroic efforts of the
Liverpool labour movement, especial-
ly the City Council, which has
alleviated some of the worst conditions
imposed on black and white families
in Liverpool 8 by the Tories and
capitalist class. For instance 1,400 of
the 3,800 new council homes built are

in the south end of Liverpool.

It is only the mass movement of
organised class unity against the
Tories, mobilised by Militant sup-
porters and the left on the City Coun-
cil that has prevented riots from erup-
ting throughout the city before now
and not just in black areas.

These incidents reinforce the need
for Labour’s leadership to support the
council’s campaign against the
government.

The need for democratic control
over policing operations is underlined,
but above all, the urban decay and
capitalist barbarism in inner city areas
must be eradicated by a mass move-
ment for socialist change if the
underlying causes of riots are to be
removed.

The anger and underlying bitterness
displayed in blind, aimless rioting
needs to be channelled into a political
movement against the class enemy,
behind the city council in an organis-
ed struggle to transform society.

By Militant reporters in Toxteth

Toxteth—an area of deprivation.

Photo: John Arthur (Reflex)
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