
WHEN LABOUR leader Neil Kinnock visits 
Liverpool on 21 October he will face a clear 
choice. 

Will he back the city council who have 
created jobs, built houses and improved 
services-or allow the dole queues and slums 
to rise again in Merseyside? 

The Tory·government are 
try ing to bankrupt Labour 
local authorities and Liver
pool has been a main target 
for the Tories ' wrath. The ci
ty council has fought back 
against the Tories to gi ve this 
hard hit city hope for the 
future. 

Thousands of Liver
pudlians are now working , 
for the council or on con
tract work , instead of being 
on the stones. Thousands of 
Liverpool families are mov
ing out of slums into decent 
accomodation. They are get
ting nursery schools and a 
decent education . Local peo
ple know that if they don't 
fight the Tories, all this is in 
danger. 

Hurling lies and insults at 
Liverpool's struggle, the 
press, who normally worship 
at the feet of Thatcher, ap
plauded Neil Kinnock's at
tack on the city council. Kin
nock and the trade union 
leaders will be welcomed 
here, but workers expect 
them to meet the councillors 
and the unions fighting the 
·Tories and discuss how the 

By Ben Eastop 

gains made since 1983 can be 
maintained. 

The council's account 
books are, and always have 
been , open to the scrutiny of 
Labour and trade union 
leaders. Any solution that 
does not involve cuts in jobs 
or council services will be 
considered. 

Unacceptable 
What councillors and 

workers will not accept are 
calls for the house building 
programme or the nursery 
school scheme to be scrap
ped . Neil Kinnock talks of 
accepting some cuts and 
fighting with a "dented 
shield", but the knights of 
old used to dent their shields 
in battle, not by jumping on 
them beforehand. 

lan Lowes, chairman of 
the Liverpool City Council 
Joint Shop Stewards' Com
mittee explained to Militant: 
"The manual workers have 
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shown themselves willing to 
take action in defence of 
jobs and services and the 
local council . Like the coun
cil, we in the shop stewards 
committee don't see the lay
ing off of the work force for 
a month as the solution, we 
want to get additional 
resources from the govern-

ment . 
"But we know the only 

way to do this is to use the 
next few months to explain 
the situation to all council 
workers and get the 
workforce united in action to 
campaign for these 
resources. 

"We are calling on all 

Gorbachev 
-new broom 
in the USSR? 

I 

1 More news 
i and reports 
Pages 2, 4, 5 

Urgent cash appeal 
WITH ONLY two weeks to the end of the 
fighting fund quarter we need a massive 
response to our appeal for cash. 

Militant is in the forefront of the battle in 
Liverpool. and we need cash to finance our 
work. 

Send us a 21st Birthday present. What 
about £21? Or a tenner or fiver? Hold a col
lection at work. Ask your friends and family. 

In the next fortnight we need to see an 
avalanche of cash. Make sure we get snow
ed under. 

See page 6 
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1 N TWO weeks, thousands of socialists from all 
over Britain will come to the Royal Albert Hall to 
celebrate 21 years of Militant . 

Not since before the war have socialists filled 
the Royal Albert Hall. Speakers will give first
hand accounts of workers' struggles, from the 
American teamsters' strikes in the J 930s to the 
miners in 1984 and Liverpool in 1985. 

Also appearing are the 'Red Choir' from Wales 
and other socialist singers and mljsicians. 

Show in action that Militant's ideas are qrow
ing and that we are here to stay. This event is 
a must for every socialist. Make sure you don't 
miss it. Get your ticket NOW. See advert, page 
3 . 
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unions, including those who 
have left the JSSC, to unite 
with us and fight for no cuts 
in jobs and services, no lay 
offs, no sackings, no rent or 
rate increases and no reduc
tion in the housebuilding 
programme. There are no 
'soft alternative options' to 
fighting this government. 

The alternative is cuts. 
"I'm confident workers 

will see the need for united 
struggle once it is clearly ex
plained by all the union 
leaders. The councillors have 
stood their ground, so will 
we". 



Militant Defence Fund -strikers set the pace 
fund to the Militant Def~nce Fund. the country. NOTHING COULD show better 

the determination of workers to de
fend a workers' paper which fights 
for them, than this week's letter 
and £5 donation to the Militant 
Defence Fund from the Silentnight 
Strikers. 

Terry Bennett, Branch Chair, 
writes: "I would like to take this 
opportunity on behalf of the FT AT 
Cravendale 92 branch (Silentnight 
strikers) to offer our thanks for the 
marvellous support by MiliUmt .... 

"Though this fund is really for 
hardship cases, these people are the 
ones who are most aware of how 
much has been raised . We would 
have liked to have sent more, but 
we are unable to claim dole and we 
are living on strike pay, "plus any 
assistance we can generate. We 
wish you luck in your struggle, 
carry on the fight. .. " 

The magnificent sacrifice which 
they have made to the Militant 
Defence Fund, should inspire sup
porters to tap the enormous 
reserves of support which workers 
have for Militant, especially those 
which Militant has defended in the 
past. 

of a socialist newspaper to print the 
truth. Workplace collections, TU 
branch and ward collections have 
been especially successful. Dona
tions this week include: 

£11 collected at Gascoigne Ward 
Barking CLP, Withington CLP 
women's section £5, Rochdale 
Women's Council £10, Cardiff W 
LPYS £20. £10 each from Bristol 
NW and Wallasey LPYSs and 
fivers from Peckham and 
Sunderland N LPYSs. £25 from 
Paul Green, expelled Sheffield Ci
ty Councillor. Other supporters in 
Sheffield sent in over £100. £91 
came in from Coventry, £85 from 

Nottingham, £67 from Avon , £45 
from Kent, £45 from West London 
and £35 from Poo1e in Dorset. 

Supporters in all areas must rush 
cash in urgently! They should turn 
to the labour and trade union 
movement in particular, to help us 
pay our exorbitant costs. The set
tlement does not alliviate our 
financial burden. We have only 
two weeks in which to pay £10,000. 
Send money now to Militant 
Defence Fund, 5 Cremer House, 
Deptford Church Street, London 
SE8 4SB. 

"At our last branch meeting on 
Sunday 6 October 1985, it was 
unanimously passed to send a 
donation of £5 from our hardship 

The struggle of the Silentnight 
strikers has set an example to all 
other layers of the labour move
ment and deserves full physical and 
financial support from trade 
unions and Labour parties around 

Militant has been unjustly 
penalised £10,000 for defending 
workers in struggle and they will 
contribute generously when ap
proached. Many people who do not 
normally donate to the Militant 
Fighting Fund are prepared to part 
with hard cash to defend the right 

Reagan the hijacker 
THE US fighter planes' 
mid air hijacking of an 
Egyptian airliner would 
have been denounced in 
every Fleet Steet jour
nal if it had been car
ried out by the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, or by a 
Stalinist state like the 
USSR. 

Even though the original 
PLO hijack of the Achille 
Lauro and the murder of an 
elderly American widely con
demned , what can beat the 
hypocrisy of the Times 
editorial on 14 October. 

"The American act of in
terception was a technical il
legality , but did it amount to 
more than a 'citizens arrest' 
followed by a handing over 
of known criminals to 
lawfully · constituted 
authorities?" 

ing with weak third world 
countries. He would never 
have tried such an act with 
Britain or France, but with 
weak 'allies' like Egypt, he is 
prepared to ignore questions 
of 'sovereignty' in US 
capitalism's interests. His 
government also justify the 
bombing of the PLO camp 
just south of Tunis, which 
killed around 70 people in
cluding a number of Tuni
sians , on 1 October. 

Militant condemns the 
orginal hijacking by 
members of the Palestinian 
Liberation Front (a section 
of the PLO) and the murder 
of a partly paralysed Jewish 
American. Such actions do 
not benefit the Palestinian 
people in whose name they 
were carried out. 

stead a terrorist stunt. 
Mass action, by Palesti

nian workers on the West 
Bank, linked to a call for ac
tion from Israeli workers is 
the only way to secure a 
future for the Palestinians. 

The US intervention will 
not bring long lasting stabili
ty. The incident could pro
voke a further round of ter
rorist activity. There have 
already been large 
demonstrations ·against 
President Mubarak in Egypt, 
suspecting him first of com
plicity with Reagan and then 
of inability to stand up to 
him. Tunisia too has seen 
anti-US demonstrations and 
leaflet cam pa:gns . Both 
countries get huge US 
military aid . 

By Kim Waddington 
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US imperialism's act was 
"technically" one of war. 
Some American sailors on 
the USS Sara£Oga claim that 
orders had been given to 
shoot down the Egyptian 
plane if it attempted to fly 
on, which would have put it 
on par with the Korean 
airliner shooting of 1983 . 
The fighter planes had to in
tercept three other planes 
before finding their target. 

Who does benefit? The 
Israeli government are able 
for a while to still the voice 
of opposition of working 
class and middle class Israelis 
who increasingly oppose the 
permanent war footing, the 
permanent insecurity and the 
economic hardship caused 
by the huge military spen
ding . Regan gains too . His 
declining popularity has 
been boosted by this 
incident. 

Thatcher and Howe's call
ing off of talks with the PLO 
was a farcical act of moralis
ing . But the talks would not 
have achieved 'peace'. All 
the combatants and par
ticularly the major powers 
are angling for economic and 
strategic advantage . 

When the working class 
adopts Marxism and socialist 
internationalism the Middle 
East nightmare can be 
resolved . A campaigning 
social ist movement could 
even now begin to get an 
echo throughout the Middle 
I]ast. 

Honeyford protest picket 

Reagan believes in show
ing his strength-when deal-

The PLF hijack of the 
Achille Lauro started as an 
attempted adventurist attack 
on Israeli territory which had 
to be cancelled. It became in- By Roger Shrives 
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March against drug pushers 
OVER A hundred people joined a 
demonstration against drug pushers in Crox
teth, Liverpool , on 12 October. It was the 
latest in a series of protests organised joint
ly· by Youth against Drugs-set up after the 
death of 14 year old Jason Fitzsimmons from 
a heroin overdose-and West Derby LPYS . 

The demonstration was addressed from 

the back of a lorry by representatives of the 
two organisations and local MPs and coun
cillors . Previously Youth against Drugs and 
the LPYS organised a lobby of Lower Lane 
Police station, demanding action against 
local drug pushers. (A feature on the anti
drugs campaign in Liverpool will appear in 
a future issue). Photo: Tina Carroll 

HONEYFORD MUST go 
was the message of the 300 
pickets of Drummond Mid
dle School in Bradford on 
Tuesday. The picket was a 
protest at Ray Honeyford 
continuing as headmaster. 
inyat Hussein , a parent who 
has three children at Drum 
mend explained what it was 
all about. 

"This man is making trou
ble for the who~e communi
ty by writing in newspapers 
against the ethnic minorities. 
He has to be sacked. If he 
has got any respect he should 
have left himself. If he won 't 
go there will be more pro
tests until he does." 

Despite threats that schoo l 
students on strike would be · 
kept in low classes and ac
tion would be taken against 
parent ~ , only 104 children 
out o f 532 went to school 

The Parents Action Group 
day of action has drawn sup
port throughout Bradford. 
Teachers from Grange and 
other schools and local 
authority workers came out 
on strike against Honeyford. 
This was despite the lack of 
offical backing from 
NALGO and the NUT. 
Many school students came 
out from other schools . 

Numbers swelled b y 
several hundreds more and a 

demonstrat ion took place 
around the streets of Ma nn
ingham . As the speaker from 
the Parent s Acti on Group 
ex plained at the rall y: " Th is 
was not Asian, or Muslim , 
but a united fi ght. " It was 
hoped that the new gover
nors recentl y elected to 
Drummond take account of 
those views and get rid of 
thi s headmaster who stands 
for di viding our class on 
racial lines. 

LPYS Public meeting at 
Manningham Middle 
School, Wednesday ·23 Oc
tober at 7.30pm . 

Mersey Militant launched 
MILITANT supporters 
on Merseyside are laun
ching the first major 
local Marxist paper in 
the history of the 
labour movement. 

The Mersey Militant will 
be a weekly , two-page sup
plement to Militan{, taking 
up the struggles and issues 
affecting local workers and 
vouth. We see this as an ab
~olute necessity given the 
avalanche of lies, abuse and 
slanders from the local press 
in the heat of Liverpool Ci
ty Council' s battle. 

As the first editorial says: 
"All the forces of the old, 
capitalist society are combin
ing to divide and conquer 
Merseyside workers. The 
press , the Liberals and 
Tories all seek revenge for 
the marvellous spirit of de
fiance and class solidarity 
created through decades of 
struggle against harsh condi-

lions by our cla ss on 
Merseyside .. . ' · 

Mersey Militant will be a 
breath of fresh air after the 
poisons which workers have 
suffered from the Liverpool 
Daily Post and Echo . Already 
workers have given money to 
launch the paper and we will 
be organising an appeal fo.r 
sellers and sponsors to sus
tain this new workers' voice. 
The immediate need is to 
help Liverpool council score 
a victory, but with effort and 
and support by Merseyside 
workers we aim to make 
Mersey Militant a regular 
weekly. 

Mersey Militant is not a 
rival , but a supplement to 
Militant . It will be an in
valuable weapon in putting 
the workers' case, answering 
the lies of the press and the 
half-truths of Labour's na
tional leadership. 

It is fitting that this paper 
is launched on the 21st 

birthday of Militant , giving 
the major contribution of 
Merseyside Marxists to the 
foundation and growth of 
Militant. 

W e a ppeal to trade 
unioni sts, housewi ves, 
Labour Parties and Young 
Socialists to write for Mersey 
Militant and Militant! We ask 
council workers especial!~· to 
take bulk orders for your 
depots and offices. We call 
on Militant supporters to 
build estate rounds for Mili
tant and Mersey Militant. 
Raise the cash and use 
Mersey Militant as a weapon 
to raise the political con
sciousness of all workers. 
We call on comrades up and 
down the country to 
celebrate our new victory 
and to make Militant the dai
ly voice of every class con
scious worker. 

By Richard Venton 
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Riots-action on police 
Families describe d d d 
, P-Olice terror raids eman e 

Tottenham 
THREE re presentatives 
of the J arrett fam ily gave 
their side of the storv at 
a Militant public meeting 
in Tottenham attended bv 
160 mainly young local 
residents . 

Sharo n, t h en J ac k ie . 
desc r ibed the .:vents of last 
week which led to the r im s; 
the a rrest o f Floyd Ja rrett ; 
the death of Cynthi a Ja rrett ; 
the police search of th e 
house; a nd their refu sal to 
ca ll fo r a n ambula nce o n 
th eir radios. 

J acki e a l'iO described the 
peaceful demo nstrati on out · 
side the police station on the 
Su nday morni ng a nd the 
m eeti ng on Broadwat er 
Fa rm. Th e poli ce ha d 
already swamped the estat e 
by th e time she left early in 
the evening, before the riots 
started. 

Marcia, another member 
o f th e Jarrett famil y, said 
th at the Jarretts, li ke all peo
ple hlac k and white , simpl y 
wanted jus tice done and an . 
end to ha rass m ent and 
te rro risa tion .. 

Emerso n Webster from 
the Groce famil y support 
co mmitt ee po int ed to the 
link s between po lice harass
ment and a ttacks on black 
communi ties with event s in 
the miners stri ke. 

He wa rned that the rio ts 
wo uld be used to justi fy 

mass ive new resources an d 
weapo ns in th e han ds of the 
po lice fo r use against a ll sec
tions of the working class 
fighti ng against the Tories 
a nd bosses. 

'Vlan y people spoke from 
the floor, genera ll y agreeing 
11·ith the need for indepen 
dent enqui ries by local com
munit ies into th e woundi ng 
of Cherry Groce and the 
deat h of Cynthia Jarrett. 

The audience a lso agreed 
o n the need to link the two 
issues int o a a broad cam
paign for democrat ic contro l 
o f the po lice. 

By Jenny Thompson 
(Waltha mstow LPYS) 

Brixton 
NI NETY PEOPLE attended 
a public meeting in Brixton 
last Friday organised by 
Vauxhall Labour Party 
Young Socialists to discuss 
recent attacks on civilians by 
the police and the subse
quent riots. 

"Black people have seen 
over the past few years how 
police serve as an arm of 
Thatcherism," said Emerson 
Webster of the Groce Fami
ly Support Group. "The at
titude of the police towards 
the black community is link
ed to the conditions they face 
in the inner-city areas. 

"Thatcher's medecine for 
the problem s of high 

The Tories' answer to inner city deprivation 

unemployment, bad housing 
and declining services is to 
strengthen the police force so 
that they can silence the cries 
of anguish and despair. All 
these problems, and police 
harassment and racism , can 
only be solved by the 
socialist transformation of 
society. Black people will be 
the strongest and most deter
mined fighters for socialism 
as they have th~ most to 
gain" . 

The meeting was address
ed by relatives of both Cyn
thia Jarrett, who died during 
a police raid on her home in 
Tottenham, and Cherry 
Groce, who was shot and 
paralysed by a police inspec
tor in her Brixton home. 

Supporting the call for an 
independent enquiry, Stuart 
Holland, Labour MP for 
Vauxhall, reported that he 
had seen Douglas Hurd, the 
Home Secretary, but fiad 
received no satisfacto ry 
response from him. He gave 
full support to the demand 
that the officer concerned in 
the Brixton shooting be 
charged. 

Mark Bygrave, a council 
worker told the meeting that 
his union branch, Lambeth 
NUPE, had passed a resolu
tion calling for an enquiry 
into the police use of 
firearms . "Ever since I can 
remember ," he said, "there 
has been one law for rich 
and the law makers and 

* Sunday 3 November • llam 

* Royal Albert Hall, SW7 

Third
national 

· :r~----- --, 
· . · Bookmg form: 

: ·1 We would like .... tickets and enclose l 
: £ .. . (payable to: Militant Rally) . 

I Name ·I 
.I 

1 
Address ... 

CRECHE (please boo·k now) I I We will be bringing the following children I 
·I Name ................... Age· · . . , 

· Address ....... . .............. . : I Please return to: Militant Rally, 3 -131 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

* 

* 

Hear: Derek Hatton (Deputy Leader, 
Liverpool Council), Ted Grant (Political 
Editor~ Militant), Peter Taaffe (Editor, 
Militant), Jack Collins (Kent NUM) 
Harry De Boer (Minneapolis Teamster 
Strike Leader, USA 1934). 

Films, displays, entertainments, food, 
drinks. Tickets £3 (payable: 1\\ilitant Ral
ly) Creche-places must be booked in 
advance with children's names and ages. 

another for the rest of us" . 
The meeting stood· and ap

plauded Steve Nally, a local 
Militant supporter, when he 
accused the Tories of being 
the real criminals. He urged 
all present to join with the 
supporters of Militant in the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists in fighting for a 
socialist leadership within 
the party. 

The collection for the two 
families raised over £50 and 
many people expressed sup
port in the LPYS and in par
ticular the ideas of Militant. 

By Anne Hollifield 
(Vauxhall LPYS) 

Miners' 
supporter 
jailed 

BOB H ARKER, a Militan l 
supporter in Gateshead East 
Labour P arty , has been ja il
ed for 30 days . 

Bob was f ined fo r a 
' crime' he did no t commit. 
H e was a rres ted outside 
Wearmo uth colliery when 
police charged into a miners' 
su pport ers demonstrat ion 
which was applauding Wear
mouth NUM as they march 
ed bac k to work at the end 
of rhe strike , (see M iliram 
iss ues 749 and 750) . 

He was re-arrested for not 
paying the fi ne. He told 
Su nderlan d ma;zistrates he 
cou ld not pay th e fin e 
because it wou ld be admi t
ti ng gui lt for so methi ng he 
didn 't do . On 3 Octo ber he 
began a 30 day sentence. 

Bob's morale is hi;z h . H e 
says in a lette r: " These peo
p le who ru n the co unt ry 
make me laugh. They tell us 
they send bad people to 
prison in order to correc t 
their ways and make them 
good people. But sending de
cent honest miners to jail 
because they want a job and 
to save communities is very 
bad. They make me nothing 
but bitter with this unjust 
system of capitalism.' ' 

Bob , an ex-soldier , is well 
known to socialists in Britain 
and Ireland, writing regular
ly fo r Militant and Militanl 
Irish Monlhly. He hopes to 
be released in time for the 
21st Militani anniversary ral
ly at the Albert Hall. You 
can write to Bob . Sent letters 
to : R Harker, No R58637 , 
HM Pri so n Old El vet , 
Durham DHl 3HU . 

.ZCti • 
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to declare illegal government financial penalties impos- Party leaders who advocate this are putting the narrow 
ed on Bradford Districr and Nottinghamshire County short-term interests of some of their own members before 
councils, Liverpool how has access to £7.7 million which the long- term interests of the whole work force of the ci-
otherwise would have been taken in penalties. Seeing the ty and indeed the bulk of their own members, who have 
Liverpool councillors' determination to stand firm, a sec- everything to gain from the continuation of this Labour 
tion of t he ruling class has tried to draw the government council. For instance, 400 teachers have beerr·kept on who 

IN THE teeth of the most ferocious campaign ever level!- back from the looming confrontation by making this would have been made redundant if government ceilings 

Liverpool's battle· 
ed at a council, Liverpool City councillors are standing concession. had been applied by the council. _ 
firm in their refusal to cut jobs and services . That fact It has therefore become possible to reduce the period If any union leaders imagine that there is a better alter-
shi nes out through all the vilificat ion in the press and the during which the council will have no money to pay wages native they should look at what now faces their members 
misinformation and confusion deliberately created by all from three months to four weeks. It would be preferable in councils which have fa iled to resist the Tory onslaught. 

·.·.·. the enemies of this socialis t council. to have str ike action before the lay-offs take place , but Lewisham, Newcastle and others are considering apply-
:;:;:: In the pages of Militant are reports of the marvellous if the work force decide that tactically it would be better ing for 'derogation ', a prodcedure by which in return for 
:;} benefits for the working people of Liverpool as a result to accept the lay offs, and the loss of money that will being freed from rate-capping, the councils hand over 

\jlll1 ~:nt~~af~u2~~~ j~:sg~;~~ct~~t ~: rs~~~~~: ~~t~:: ~0o~~~~l ~~a~het~:~~~~:~~~nes~~-il~{s~~fa~~~tr~f~=~Yw~:t~o~~~:~ co~~~l I~~~~luttee~/~~~~i~~~a~~:r;~~c~~~~~~n~~c~~~~~~ 
::~=: started , school clothes allowances up from £18 to £40. be maintained during the lay-o ff period . pressed alarm about the future cred it-wort hiness of local ... 
::;:;: These and many other gains are all the more striking when This is not the course the council would have chosen authorities. Under the relentless pressure of the T ory :=.::.:=. 
::;:;: contrasted with the cutbacks and redundancies being im- to take. But after the narrow vote against strike action , government and its laws, o nly those councils who fight 
;:::;: plemented by other councils. it was the manual workers' unions who pressed the council as Liverpool has fought thi s year wi ll be able to prevent 

•••••• ;:fgiK:~;i~~~?fii{~qr~t~ff~JffJ~gf~ ~1~~~i:~~f~If.~:~~~i!7~,:~~t::-~:~~~!~~~1£~~ ~;r~~;~~~~~::~~ir?r:;~;~~~:flj~~r:fJ~,:~~~?,£ •••••• 
Times' poll. That support nationally \\'Ould win Labour The vvorkers recognise that their jobs will have been measures \vhich help to protect the interests of those they .. · 
a landslide majority. saved. Not one is to be made redundant; there is to be represent, but the bottom line is the defence of jobs and .. 

All the council 's enemies (including the 'Communist' no cutback on the housing programme. There is no ac- services. It is up to th e labou r movement nationally to · · · 
Party which has played a shameful role of confusing the ceptable alternative. 'Capitalisation' which would take · · 
issues and encouraging splits within the labour movement) money from the house- building programme to pay wages, · · 
are trying to give the impression that the Labour Group would lead to 10,000 lay-offs in the conscruction industry, 
is co ntinuall y changing its grou nd; but nothing could be not for four weeks, but fo r an indefinite period, and long .·.·. 
further from the truth. New factors have had to be taken delays for those waiting for a house. 
into account. As a result of the Appeal Court decision White-collar union leaders dominated by ' Communist' fines and the removal of an y di squalifications. . .. 
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"' > Dirty press campaign 
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THE PAST few weeks have 
seen a slanderous and dirt y 
press campaign against 
Derek Hatton, the Deput y 
Leader of Liverpool City 
Council. T he hired liars of 
Fleet Street have sought to 
insinuate tha t his cou ncil e:-;
penses are in some way 
suspect. 

When attacking labour 
movement activists and Mili
rant supporters in particular , 
the press operate on the basis 
of "make it snappy, make it 
short and make it up". The 
Sunday People quoted 
anonymous leaders of 
Knowsley District Council, 
for whom Derek Hanon 
works, as being critical of his 
absence from his job on 
Li ve rpool City Coun cil 
business . But Jim Lloyd , 
leader of Knowslev council 
has strenuously de~ied that 
an y suc h statements were 
made to the People . 

Derek Hatton 's Liverpool 
City Council attendance 
allowance adds up to £4,821 
a year. This is taxed . Three
quarters of the atlendance 

Liverpool council deputy 
leader Derek Hattcin . 

allowance , for the time 
Derek should be working for 
Knowsley District Council, is 
paid back to them . 

The responsibilit y 
allowance as Deput y Leader 
comes to £ I ,854. It is also 
taxab le . An amount , 
equivalent to this sum after 
tax has been deducted , is 
paid to the Labour Party. 
This is standard practice in 
Liverpool, but not in the rest 
of the country. 

The travel allowance of 
£ I ,236 is fully audited by law 
as is the subsistence 
allowance of £2,386 . These 
are incurred by the in
numerable meetings in Lon
don and elsewhere in con
nection with the council 's 
crisis. Expenses like home 
phone bills are not met by 
these allowances. 

The Fleet ~treet gutter 
press is prepared to hurl as 
much fi lth as possible at 
th e cit y councillors in the 
hope that some will stick . 
it is done to anyone who 
challenges the system from 
which these people get a 
lucrative living. 

They do not attack the 
massi ve expense allowances 
of MPs or the corruption 
that exists in local and na
tional government and big 
business . They reserve their 
venom for those like the 
Liverpool cou ncillors who 
face the loss of their jobs and 
houses and imprisonment as 
a result of defending the 
working class. 

Liverpool support round up 
MINERS AT COVENTRY 
COLLIERY unanimously 
passed resolutions suppor
ting Liverpool City Council 
and JSSC in their fight to de
fend jobs and services as well 
as condemning the spate of 
expulsions of Militant and 
other left wingers in 
Westmidlands CLPs. (Barry 
Gardener, Coventry 
Co/liery). 

' GREENWICH CLP has 
agreed to donate £200.00 in 
support of Liverpool 
Council. 

ABERYSTWYTH: 65 peo
ple heard Terry Fields MP 
put a clear, convincing case 
for support for Liverpool 
CounciL Despite the i~ 
tervention of two or three 
sceptics, notably from the 
'left' Plaid Cymru, Terry's 
fighting speech and an ouline 
fro m Toby Bourke of the 
Aberystwyth Students Union 

Executive on how students 
can play an imponant role in 
the labour movement led to 
warm applause and a collec
tion of £67. (A/an Huy ton, 
USDAW). 

WEST DERBY, LIVER
POOL: the Campaigh Unit 
set up by the CLP has 
organised Labour Party 
members to accompany a 

· GMBATU steW1lrd on a visit 
to NALGO offices. The 
response to leaflets and 
discussions setting out the 
council's case has been 
excellent. 

SOUTHAMPTON: Follow
ing a meeting of almost 40 
trade unionists, Labour Par
ty and LPYS members a 
Liverpool Support Group 
has been established in the 
City. 

LIVERPOOL: 20 LPYS 
members lobbied the 

Feathers Hotel on Tuesday 
IS October. The hotel is 
owned by Paul Feathers
one of the leading lights of 
"Liverpool against the Mili
tant". Feathers accused us of 
"causing an obstruction" 
while his secretary phoned 
the police who threatened us 
with arrest. 
(Rob Owen, LPYS NC) 

ROCHDALE : 30 people at
tended the first meeting of 
Rochdale Technical College . 
Labour Club to hear Liver
pool Councillor, Leo Pease 
explain the fighting stand of 
the counciL Any confusion 
over the issues involved 
dissipated during the 
meeting which also featured 
an explanation of the dispute 
at the Silentnight factory at 
Barnoldswick by Tom Scott, 
trade Union Liaision Officer 
for the Rochdale CLP. (Len
ni George). 

Supporters of the Liverpool councillors demonstrate outside the District Auditors office in July . 

Morning Star doublethink 
THE MORNING Star 
has consistently under
mined the solidarity of 
the Liverpool labour 
movement behind the 
stand taken by the Ci
ty Council. 

It has attacked "the ultra
left nature" of the coun
cillors and supported and en
couraged those leaders of 
w hite collar trade unions 
who have tried to split the 
campaign by calling for 
'capitalisation ', a policy 
which would lead to the loss 
of 10,000 jobs in the building 
industry and a delay in con
structing vitally needed 

· homes . 
In an editorial on 10 Oc

tober it says that this 
capitalisation policy "has 
become known as creative 
accounting and has been us
ed by other councils . The 
point is that procedures such 

, as this buy time during which 
every effort can be made to 
build up still further the 
mass movement in support 
of the councils." 
. This is a monstrous distor

tion. 'Creative accounting' 
refers to book-keeping 
manipulation to provide 
:councils wi th more money. 
Even this , as, the Morning 
Star goes on to admit "does 
not solve the problem by 
itself. Creative accounting 
puts off the evil day-that is 
aiL" but 'capitalisation of 
assets ' would not be a paper 

exercise. 
It would mean cuts in jobs 

and building. Those trade 
union leaders who advocate 
it are trying to protect the , 
jobs of their members at the 
cost of those of other trade 
unioni sts. 

Communist Party 
members in the NUT and 
NALGO are calling for a 
policy which will lead to 
their fellow party members 
in UCATT and TGWU be
ing laid off. The Morning 
Star is encouraging them in 
this selfish abandonment of 
trade union principles. 

Their hypocris y is 
highlighted by their condem
nation, in an editorial on 15 
October, of Giles Radice 's 
scandalous call for the 
teachers ' unions to sef{le on 
the employers ' latest offer. 

Labo.ur.'s right-wing 
education spol:esman ex
pressed concern about the 
financial constraints of local 
authorities. ..Mr Radice 's 
advice means accepting the 
incomes policy being impos
ed on local authority 
employees by the Tories via 
cash limits, ratecapping, and 
the array of financial 
penalties with which the 
government has armed 
itself' thunders the Morning 
Star. " True , Mr Radice says 
that after settling this year 
for a miserly increase, the 

teachers shou ld join with the 
10cal co un cils in a campaign· 
to get mo~e money from the 
government. Wh y not 
launch that campaign as 
from now?" The editorial 
co ncludes : "You do not in
crease pre_?surc on the 
government by demobilising 
the movement when it is 
beginning to mak e an 
impact. " 

What they are accusing 
Radice of is precisely what 
the Morning Star and the 
local teachers' leaders are 
advocating in Liverpool. 
Both are guilty of sacrificing 
the struggle taking place now 
fo r a decent wage for 
teachers and jobs and ser
vices in Liverpool for a 
paper struggle at some point 
in the future . 

Liverpool teachers should 
reject the poisonous advice 
of the Morning Star and its 
suppouers within their local 
leadership and recognise that 
the struggle for their wage 
claim is inseparable from the 
Cit y Council' s struggle for 
their jobs. Already 400 
teaching jobs have been sav
ed by the council, which the 
Tories and Liberals would 
have scrapped; had Labour 
adopted the Morning Srar 
line, no doubt these jobs 
could have been sacrificed in 
order to keep the books in 
order while they waited for 
next year's battle . 

By Pat Craven 
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Liverpool council campaign 

Liverpool counc~ cash crisis explained 
AT ITS Finance and Strategy committee last Friday, Liver
pool City Council effectively withdrew the 'redundancy' 
notices issued to its 31 , 000 employees. lt had been 
thought that the council's financial shortfall created by 
the government' s withdrawal of funds would result in 
a·period of three months in which no money would be 
available to pay wages. lt has now become possible to 
reduce this period to 28 days. 

The council therefore have made it clear to its workers 
that the Tory imposed lockout, if it goes ahead, will last 
from 1 January to the 28th, after which all workers will 
be re-employed without any loss in conditions or ac
cumulated benefits . 

Tony Byrne, Chairman of 
the committee, spoke to 
Militant and explained how 
the new financial 
'package' was put 
together : 

" ! should first of all make 
it clear that we were £25 
million short and we are still 
short of that now ; that is 
ab out eq ui va lent to one 
momh' s money. 

"In round figures, we can 
assume the normal running 
of the co uncil to be about £5 
million a week . The shortfall 
from December to the end of 
March ,,·o uld have been 
about £65 million. When the 
council iss ued the 90-day 
notices at the end of 
September , we sa id we 
,,·ould co nt inue to exp lore 
l>ays to generate finan ce and 
clarify the position and ''"c 
ha1·e done that. 

payment s unnecessary. 
" If the package cou ld 

come together, therefore , 
£23 million of it was 
guaranteed. We could 
assume another £10 from the 
reserves we had put aside for 
emergency-on ly services (£15 
million) . 

" That gave around £33 
million , with a gap of about 
£ l 0 million still left. If we 
could write off the £10 
million short -fall in the 
Direc t Labour Organisation 
order-book, that would have 
been it. But we couldn ' t do 
that until an unexpected 
event -the Appeal Court 
Dec isio n last week over 
Bradford Metropolitan 
Di strict Coun ci l and Not-
tingham shire 
Cou ncil. 

Illegal 

County 

Liverpool finance chairman , 
Tony Byrne . 

· were due to incur will not 
now be incurred. Th!s gave 
us the 'key' to write otf the 
DLO short-fall , complete the 
package and release the £23 
million tied-up in redundan
cy money. Without the Ap
peal Court decision th e 
whole arrangement would 
not have been possible." 

As far as it is poss ible , 
'normalit y' has been tem 
poraril y restored , although 
the solvency of the counci l as 
with an y other , sti ll depends 
on the money-market and 
the Public Works Loans 
Board. If the PWLB refuse 
loans it co uld still have a 
serious effect on the council , 
as wo uld a deci sion of the 
House of Lords overturning 
the Appeal Court decision . 

LIVERPOOL DISTRICT Labour Party gave over
whelming backing to the continued struggle for 
jobs and services at a meeting of 15 October. 

All but ten of 250 delegates and visitors 
backed a resolution opposing capitalistion. This 
meeting approved the financial moves to 
reduce the lay-off to one month and release for 
productive use the £23 million set aside for 
redundancy payments. 

" In rough figure <; we 
ass umed we needed £45 
million to pa y fo r two 
months services an d wages . 
£23 million was 'locked up' 
a11d una>·ailab le for use 
because it was lega ll y com 
mitted for redundancy 
money. The package has 
been basica ll y designed to 
release that cash to practical 
use by reducing the lay-off 
period to less than a month , 
ma kin g redundancy 

'' Th at court deci sion 
declared the Department of 
En viro nm ent sys tem of 
spe nding limit s to be ar
b itr ary and unfair. and 
therefore illegal. After expert 
ie!lal ad vice we were able to 
as~ume on that basis , tha t 
Li,·epoo l' s spending targe ts 
and rat e support grant we re 
a lso unfair. 

Li ver l00I co uncil, li ke the 
government , the finan ce in
st itu tions and the Labour 
mo ve ment are in co mpletel y 
uncharted waters. No one 
kno ws how , or what wo uld 
happen in the event of a ma
jor authorit y going bust. The 
financia l package in the 
meantime ha s 
"demonstrated the will 
ingness of the council to ex
plore any avenue open, to 
bridge the gap", said Ton y 
Byrne. 

What the struggle is all about- Mrs Thompson (left) visiting the Coulsden Place building project 
where she and her husband will soon be rehoused. Mr Thompson uses a wheelchair and at pre
sent they have to get it up stairs to their flat. Mrs Thompson supports the council all the way: 

" In '!lood-faith' we were 
able to issum e·a theoretica l 
income, that penalties we 

" This is what it ' s all the about, building houses. That Thatcher is trying to stop us . We need 
the money off her to get these houses finished. I want somewhere decent to live". 

rogress in education reform 
ten children in the ci ty are 
ed ucated in Ca tholic 
school s. There a re restric
tions as to what we can do 
as an authorit y because they 
are not technically authori
ty schools . But there has 
been no discrimination on 
the books, stationery, or 
materials allowance-they 
are simply treated as any 
other school. On the 
pupil/teacher ratios and 
equipment they are treated 
as any other school. 

Liverpool city councillor 
Felicity Dowling, chair 
o f the Education Com
mittee, talked to Militant 
about the council's 
achievements in 
reorganising education 
in the city on t he prin
ciples of maintaining 
standards and providing 
equal opportunity. 

' WE ARE determined 
that we are not going 

to implement arry cuts in 
ed ucation . We are going to 
raise the standard of educa
tional achievement by work
ing class children in this city 
to a standard equal to any
where in the country. It is 
going to be a long, hard slog 
to do it because we took over 
an education system which 
was fall ing down about peo
ple ' s ears. The Tory and 
Liberal administration 
before us had attempted 
school closure after school 
closure. 

Everyone remembers the 
ma gnificent struggle at 
Croxteth comprehensive 
when parents occupied the 
schooL We are delighted that 
just th is term the school is 
now fully operational as a 
new community comprehen
sive school in the area. We 
have the system now of com
munit y comprehensive 
schools in every area of the 
city. Everyone of those 
schools is staffed, not on a 
pupil/ teacher ratio as is the 
norm but according to the 
needs of the curriculum so 

School students and further education students joined the demonstration on 25 September in 
support of the council's policies . 

that_ every child can be In the situation of cut- t rated on the secondary 
taught a fuiJ range of backs we took £4 million and schools. We've opened 
subjects. spent it on upgrading the nursery classes around the ci-

general environment of the ty, six of them so far. The 
Good standard schools. Keith Joseph went council has put in to open 

to Sheffield recently and said another six. And Keith 
Now every parent of a he thought children could Joseph has declared in his 

secondary school child survive being taught in.crurn- powers as Secretary of State 
knows that their child can my environments . Well we that there is no need for 
study at whatever level they don't think that. We put the nursery education in Liver: 
are capable of, the whole money in and we are proud pool! Well we are going out 
range of subjects that are of our schools and of the to prove to him that people 
normally available. It 's not fact that they are spick and in the city know there's a 
very trendy, it's not very span with all the new equip- need. Liverpool council is 
pushy-it's basic education ment and all repairs finish- the ONLY authority that's 
to a good standard being ed for the opening. opening nursery schools at 
provided for every child. We haven ' t just concen- the moment. 
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You have to remember 
Tory authorities are actual
ly closing every nursery pro
vis ion they've got in order to 
cut back. Liverpool 
council is not prepared to do 
that and throughout the city 
we have made sure that 
educational standards are 
maintained . We have issued 
instructions that children are 
not to be taught in classes of 
over 30. 

We' ve also made plans to 
dramatically improve further 
education . Student Unions 
have been offered-sabbatical 
officers. Every col!c6 :: has 
been instructed to make sure 
there are creche facili ties for 
the students and again we are 
making sure that the full 
range of subjects are 
available. We've improved 
discretionary allowances . 

Grants 
The council has taken up 

the very real needs in a city 
of gross poverty. Just equip
ping children to go to school 
is a major problem for 
parentc so we have raised the 
grants for uniforms from 
£18 a year as it was under the 
Liberals to £40. So with 
three children, you've got 
£120 in your pocket to 
help with education, to help 
wit_h the cost of clothing 
your children . It's a real 
measure of what the city 
council means by taking care 
of all its children. 

About four out of every 

The difference comes in 
the capitai programme, the 
money for actually building, 
and by law that comes direct 
from the voluntary sector 
and from the government. 
We can't control the way 
!hat 's used. 

We don 't like the way the 
Catholic schools are organis
ed. We' ve said that openly . 
We've said their reorganisa
tion plan was not very good 
and we know that a lot of 
teachers are not very happy 
about it-lot's of mixed 
sites, miles apart and a lot of 
the schools aren ' t up to 
scratch. But that 's a problem 
we' ll tackle together wi th 
Catholic parents . 

At least half the coun
cillors' own children go to 
Catholic schools, so there's 
no reason .on earth why we 
should discriminate. But we 
remember that in the local 
elections the Liberals put out 
a leaflet saying that the Pope 
was telling people how bad 
Labour was. In that area we 
got one of the best Labour 
votes going because people 
are not stupid. Labour's not 
going to be di vi ded on 
religious lines. ' 



This week 
£2,477 

Marxist Daily Building Fund 
£ 

THE LAST few weeks 
have seen no let up in the 
slanders against Liver
pool council-and its 
policies. In particular, 
there have been attempts 
to divide supporters of 
Militant from the rest of 
the labour movement in 
Liverpool. 

Eastern 
East Midlands 
Humberside 
London NE 
London NW 
London SE 
London SW 
Lancashire 
Manchester 
Merseyside 
Northern 

4057 1 Scotland East 
3922 Scotland West 
4841 Southern 
5008 South West 
2724 Wales East 
2033 Wales West 

2647 
5419 
1157 
2588 
1715 
2902 
2407 
2673 
1302 

878 West Midlands 
3 0 1 0 Yorkshire 
5689 National 

61693 
4360 
2360 Total 

~--------------~ --------------~ 

This campaign has to be 
opposed with more informa
tion on the real issues and 
why it is still necessary for 
council workers to stand 
firm and fight in support of 
the council. 

Liverpool's working class 
are being hit by the rich 
man's press and the rich 
man's law. This highlights 
again the urgent need for a 
Marxist daily paper. It is in 
this context that our cam
paign for extra funds goes 
on. 

Special mention this week 
goes to our supporters in 

CLASSIFIED : 15p per word, 
minimum 1 0 words. 
SEMI-DISPLAY : £2 per col
umn centimetre . Three weeks 
for the price of two . Militant 
meeting ,.ad\) free. 
All advertisement copy should 
reach this office by Saturday . 

MILITANT Liverpool Broad
sheet 'Defend our City' 25p 
(incl uding postage) Orders of 
10 or more 10p each. To Cir
culation Department, 3-1 3 
Hepscott Rd . London E9 5HB . 

STEVENAGE Militant Sup
porters announce a 21st Birth· 
day Party to celebrate 21 
years of the Militant 
Newspaper on Saturday 19 
October 8pm at 13 Kymswell 
Road , Stevenage. Admission 
50p. 

LONDON Labour Party Special 
Conference , Liverpoo l/ 
Lambeth / Ratecapp ing , a 
strategy for victory , Sunday 
20 October 12.45pm. Venue: 
The Rifle Range , Brixton 
Recreation Centre . Speakers 
Liverpool Councillor, Mark 
Bygrave Lambeth NUPE (Per
sonal Capacity). Eddie 
McParland (London LP Exec) 

Barking and Dagenham who 
have so far sent us £313 to 
help us in the campaign to 
build support for Liverpool 
City Council. These readers 
have promised to go round 
and see other socialists to 
raise finance. 

Other areas have sent in 
large sums too. Supporters 
in West London have sent 
£153 .50, there's £65 from 
Coventry, £ 171 from East 
Anglia, £53 from Harlow 
and £190 from Kent readers. 

· Despite the large sacrifices 
already being made in 
Merseyside to build the cam-

A3 POSTERS for sale. " Stop 
the racist attacks" . 50 for £3 
+ £1 p&p; 100 for £5 + 
£1.50 p&p , plus postage and 
packing . Post free on orders of 
200 or over. Send orders to 
Bow and Poplar LPYS , c/o 172 
East India Dock Road , London 
E 14 , or phone 01-51 5 1718 . 

SCHOOL STUDENTS UNION : 
recruitment leaflets - £8 per 
1 ,000, stencils for 
le af le ts - 70p each, 
posters - £5 per 50, activists 
pamphlets - 20p each (orders 
over 20 , 15p each ), 
Badges - 20p , Stickers-£10 
per 1 ,000. All prices include 
p&p. From YTURC , cl o 109 
Rannoch Road , London W6. 

CASSETTE TAPES with two 
issues of Militant (one each 
side). Available fortnightly . 
£3.50 per quarter , £13 for 
year. 

Now available on cassette: 
all centre-page articles from 
issue 730-755 . Send either 
seven blank C-90 cassettes or 
£6.30 payable to Militant 
tapes, 18 Blandford Grove , 
Woodhouse, Leeds 2. Phone: 
(0532) 455936. 

Merseyside Area 
Student Organisation 

One Day Conference 
IISupport Liverpool Council, 

IIBuild a united fightback 
against the Tories!" 

Sunday 20 October , 1 O.OOam - 4.30pm, 
Stanley Theatre, 

Liverpool University Student Union 
Invited speakers include: Tony Mulhearn (Pr.esident 
Liverpool District Labour Party) , Paul Lucock (Depu
ty Chair FE Committee, Liverpool Council), Speaker 
from Joint Shop Stewards Committee, Cheryl 
Varley (FE Sabbatical Liverpool), Phil Woolas (Presi
dent NUS) , Jackie Bates (MASO Convenor). 

'YORKSHIRE' Militant badges, 
enamelled metal badge , red 
fist on white rose. £1 each 
plus 20p p&p. Free postage on 
orders of 10 or over. All pro
ceeds to FF. Orders and che
ques to: Mike Gibbs , 37 Lin
coln Street, Wakefield. Phone : 
386845. 

MILITANT carrier bags-now 
reduced. 10 bags for only 50p . 
Please enclose 25p Post and 
Package . Send order to 
Fighting Fund 3/1 3 Hepscott 
Road London E9. 

DEBATE LPYS v Young 
Liberals v Young Tories . Inter 
national Youth Year. Wednes
day 23 OctQber, 7.30pm. 
Grand Committee Room , 
House of Commons, London 
SW1 . 

XMAS CARDS now available. 
Pack of four cards 75p/pack. 
Bulk orders of 10 Packs £6.50 
please enclose 25p P&P . 
Orders through Fighting Fund 
Department. 

paign there, Sefton readers 
have clubbed together and 
sent £170 and we have had 
reports from the rest of 
Merseyside that all readers 
are being approached . 

The Tory press are keep
ing up their campaign of lies 
against us, make sure that 
your area is taking part in 
counter-acting them by rais
ing the question of cash with 
every one of our readers and 
sending you r donations 
urgently to the Marxist Dai
ly Building Fund. 

By Dave Campbell 

I,', E S f. I.\ I 
Meetings 

ABERYSTWYTH: Weekly Mili
tant discussion groups. 
Details , phone Alan Huyton on 
615911. 

MILITANT Marxist Discussion 
Group meetings held monthly 
in Swindon . Phone Martin on 
24 796 for details . 

NORTH EAST LANCS Mili
tant Readers ' Meeting . Hear 
speakers from Liverpool Co~.; ;v 

cil and workers from Silent
night bedding dispute . At 
Swan Hotel , St James Street , 
Burnley . Wednesday 23 Oc-~ 
tober . 7.30pm . 

NORTH DERBYSHIRE 
MILITANT SCHOOL, 'South 
Africa- The · revol ution 
develops '. Speaker from 
SALEP and We live like dogs 
video, Saturday 19 October, 
2 .00pm. Doe Lea Community 
Centre , (1 minute from M1 
Junction 29) Admission 50p, 
20p unwaged. Creche 
available , e~ening social. 

BOW & POPLAR Marxist 
Discussion Group . " Is Russia 
Socialist" 7.45pm. For more 
details ri ng: 01-515 5615. 

Militant meetings "Sup
port Liverpool's socialist 
council" 

EDINBURGH : Hear Peter 
Taaffe (Ed itor Militant) . C\\r. 
Tony Mulhear r ' Liverpool 
Distr ic t Labou t Pa rty). 
Assembly Rooms , George St. 
Edinburgh. Thursday 24 Oc
tober 7. 30pm . 

HARLOW: Thursday 17 Oct
ober, 8.00pm . Harlow Unem
ployed Centre , Wych Elm . 
Speaker: Keith Dickinson !Mili
tant Editorial Board) . 

LPYS 'Fighting for our future ' 
T shi rts (red, yellow and green 
on white). Available now from 
Lesley Phillips , 5 Alverstone 
House , Kennington Park Road . 
London SE 11 5 TS. 

M, L, XXL for £4 or for 
£4.50 get an enormous baggy 
one! Cheques to : 'London 
LPYS Campaign Fund ' and add 
25p p&p. 

TROTSKY Commemoration 
Meeting on C-90 tape: Dave 
H emson - the Strugg le in 
South Africa. Ted Grant - the 
life and ideas of Trotsky. 
£1.25 plus 25p postage . From 
World Socialist Book<> , 3113 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5 
HB. Also available : C-90 The 
Rise of Bolshevism Tape 1. 
The 1860's to 1890's by Alan 
Woods . To accompany the.<Jr
ticles in the MlR. Also £1 ,25 
plus 25p P&P. 

REPORTS OF sales suc
cess are coming in thick 
and fast. The attacks on
Militant in the bosses' 
press are not having the 
effect Murdoch and Max
well are looking for! 

Nearly 100 papers were 
sold in a weekend canvass in 
the Garston area of Liver
pool alone. In Fallin near 
Stirling 25 were sold on an 
estate sale in just · forty 
minutes. If these sales are 
followed up next week, 
regular paper sales can soon 
be set up on these estates. 

Street sales reported this 
week include:-35 in 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire, 24 in 
Plymouth, 35 in one spot 
from Wolverhampton. In 
Cardiff where 15 were sold 
on Wood Street, six people 
~illed in forms to go to the 
national rally. On the Queen 
Street sale of 30, one schoo l 
student even brought a copy 
to assist her with a school 
essay on Liverpool City 
Council! In Bristol 23 were 
sold at the regular spot on 
Friday tea time at the 
underpass. 

At both the Conoco Oil 
refinery in Grimsby and a 
council depot in Brighton 
unsuccessful sales have been 
tried in the past but now 
there are seven regalar sales 
in Brighton and 16 at the 
Grimsby refinery. Other 

areas should go back to 
workplaces they have for
saken in the past! 

In addition to the 195 sold 
at Aberyswyth Freshers 
Fayre reported last week, 80 
were sold at Cambridge and 
44 at Brighton Poly. The ac
tivity around fresher's week 
has introduced man) 
students to Militant for the 
first time. Let us know how 
student sales develop in your 
area. 

The sales at the Labour 
Party conference at Bourne
mouth have a sequel. Bou
rnemouth sellers report that 
40 local people have express
ed a keen interest in getting 
the paper regularly. Not to 
be outdone, Blackpool 
sellers organising themseh·es 
around the lobbies against 
the Tory Party conference, 
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managed a bumper sale as 
well with one seller alone fin
ding 40 buyers. 

The gold medal for 
achievement this week goes 
to sellers in the city centre 
.. rea of Manchester who sold 
over 280 papers during the 
week of Labour Party con
ference. These reports, as ex
cellent as they are, are only 
a fraction of what we can 
achieve. 

In particular, we must 
develop our campaign to 
persuade regular readers to 
sell the paper themselves. 
Our paper is the best socialist 
paper in Britain, and our 
supporter;; have a respon
sibility to themselves to 
spread our message. 

By Gerry lerner 

This week 

£2,208 
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21 years-cas~is the key.to the door -
ONLY A fortnight to 
the end of the quarter! 
Every reader and sup
porter must make a 
superhuman effort to 
ensure that we have a 
record tV\'O weeks. 

Our enemies, the Tories 
and the bosses , anxiously 
watch this page. They know 
that the contributions to the 
fighting fund reflect a grow
ing support amongst or
dinary working people. 
Nothing frightens them more 
than workers getting 
organised, particularly 
organising hard cash to fight 
back . 

The daily press attacks on 
Militanr from the bosses' 
press are no persona! whim. 
The distortions are the same 
whether they attack our 
paper, the miners, the 
teachers or anyone else stan
ding up for their rights. We 
need to answer every lie, but 
for that we need more cash 
than ever. Every one of our 
readers must send a donation 
now but more than that we 

need you to ask all your 
friends, relation s, 
workmates to do the same. 
Appeal to your trade union 
branch, Labour Party ward, 
LPYS branch or Labour 
Club to make a donation. 

Our readers are never 
short of ideas for good end
of-quarter parties.~Anything 
from a 'Pyjama' party to a 
'Curry nite' goes to organise 
a special birthday celebration 
for 21 years of Militant. And 
no 21st birthday is complete 
without presents! They are 
the key to the door for 
building socialism. 

Remember, the bosses and 
their Tory press are prepared 
to spend any amount attack
ing our paper. But the wealth 
of support we have is 
represented, quite literally , 
every week in this column. 
Our tremendous achieve
ments of the past must be 
repeated if we are to beat last 
quarter's total. With a 
record fortnight, we could 
still have another record 
quarter! 

Donations 
THANKS TO: 
M Piper, Uxbridge LPYS 
£1 0; Bill Clarke , 
Strathclyde NALGO 
£2 .50 , Jim Mullin, Cam
buslang 75p, Arthur Beer, 
Islington OAP £2.25; OM 
McNamara and A Murphy 
from Salford for £ 1 0 each . 

Thanks also to: East 
Leeds YS £1 0; Worsley VS 
£25 and Broadgreen YS 
£5 for their donations this 
week. Also £26.50 from 
supporters in Tyneside 
from a Birthday social; £63 
from a post-Labour Party 
conference rally in Leeds: 
£75, profit from a jumble 
sale in Islington, £18 .01 
from badge sales outside 
council depots and YSs in 
Kensington, Merseyside 
and £91 this week from 
Glasgow, proceeds from a 
sponsored marathon. 

By Ruth Campbell 



MILITANT HAS received exclusive and 
disturbing evidence that full-time officials of 
the public service union NUPE have been spy
ing on Broad Left supporters within the 
union. 

Such activities would 
come as. no surprise in 
some right wing unions, 
but will shock NUPE 
members and all those 
who respect NUPE's 
record in defending 
democracy and left wing 
policies in the labour 
movement. 

We print these revela
tions with regret-but as 
an important warning for 
the man y NUPE 
members, from rank and 
file to leadership level
w1to will wish to see such 
wasteful and potentially 
damaging activities halted 
immediately. 

The root of tpe pro
blem is that as the 
employers have continued 
their onslaught on public 
service workers, certain 
NUPE members have 
sought to put the blame 
on the union' s left wing. 

Witch-hunt 
In several parts of the 

country witch-hunts have 
been directed against in

. diviuual members who 
support the Broad Left 
and M ilitant . 

At NUPE conference 
in 1985 the Executive 
Council reversed their old 
policy and decid ed to sup
port a resoluti on attack
ing Militant and suppor
ting expulsions from the 
Labour Part y. Speaking 
in favour o f the resolu
tion Tom Sawyer a rgued 

By Militant reporters 

that: "the Executive 
Council is opposed to 
witch-hunting and 
expulsions.'' 

At the time he spoke, 
NUPE's Southern and 
Eastern Division was in 
the midst of an 'enquiry' 
into the Broad Left and 
how they had distributed 
circulars to activists. 

Since then further 
documentary evidence 
has come into our hands 
which confirms the in
volvement o f union full
thne officers in secret ac
ti VItie s against left 
wingers. Members will see 
this as an organised 
witch-hunt. 

As early as November 
1984 Assistant Divisional 
Officer , Peter Farquhar
son, wr-ote to Rodney 
Bick erstaffe :"I ha ve 
made arrangements for a 
' sp y' to attend the 
meeting arranged for 31 
October (of NUPE Broad 
Left, Ed) to enable a 
report to be given to me 
as to whether any of the 
full -time officers within 
thi s Division attend ." 

And in February 1985 
Area Officer Al1n Pooley 
wrote a detailed report 
along the followiJ •g lines : 

'' M eetin g at Pear 
Place , London on 31st 
O ctober 1984. Following 
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NUPE dinner ladies lobbying Kent County Council in 1982. Ph oto : Militant. With NUPE members in the frontline of the Tories ' 
attacks, why are full-time officials wasting the union ' s time and money spying on left-wingers? 

prior agreement with 
yourself , Brother 
Willcox, Brother Fever 
(Maidstone KCC Branch 
Secretary-Ed) and 
myself kept the venue of 
the above meeting under 
observation from approx
imately 7pm to 8.15pm. 

the advertised time for
commencement , ie . 
7 .30pm. On his return, 
Brother Fever stated that 
there were between seven 
and ten persons present 
(male and female) but no 
one whom he recognised. 

"As indicated above , 

NUPE members will be asking their 
leaders why union officials are 
wasting time spying on their own 
activists. 
" At no time did either 

officer enter the building, 
a lthough the lay member 
did so for approximately 
five minutes , just prior to 

we kep t the building 
under observation for ap
proximately 45 minutes, 
during which time addi
tional people entered. but 

it is not possible to say 
whether they attended the 
meeting or other parts of 
the bujlding . . 

" At no time do I 
believe it was possible for 
an yone to be aware that 
the building was under 
observation . 

" Immediately adjacent 
to the build ing is a small 
parking area which con
tained two vehicles . We 
took the regi stration 
number of both 
vehicles- xxx xxx x and 
xxx xxx x-I have since 
been informed that the 
' recorded last keeper ' of 
the vehicles were . ... " 

NUPE members will 

rightly want to know just 
what is going on. 
Are they paying subs to 
an organisation which is 
paying full -time officials 
to spy and secretly follow 
other full-time officials? 

The members face un
precedented attacks by 
emplo yer s whilst the 
union is payi ng officers to 
keep buildings " unde r 
observation" . This in
credible state of affa irs 
must be stopped-now. 

We would li ke to hear 
from the leadership of 
NUPE what steps they in
tend to ensure such 
undemocratic methods 
are ended . 

Bosses behind the witch-hunt Right change tactics 
LABOUR activists are 
furious that the right wing 
a re diverting the Labour 
Party from the real task 
of fi ghting the Tories , 
with their witch-hunt s 
against the left. However, 
up and down the country 
the right wing are eit her 
backing down over expul
sions , or taking up a dif
ferent direction of attack 
-this shows the growing 
opposition they are facing 
from the party 's rank and 
file . 

calls for an inquiry into 
local Militant supporters , it 
was c lear that the Ex
ecutive were split at their 
meeting last week, 
deciding firstly to ask Mili
tant supporters to agree to 
c ertain conditions . The 
issue w ill now drag on in
to November . 

THE FEAR of the ruling 
class o f th e id eas of 
Mar xism was s ta rkl y 
revealed at Tory party 
con ference last week. 
Thatcher along with two 
top members of the Tory 
Cabinet launched ti rades 
aga in st Ma rxis m and 
harangued Labour leader 
Kinnock to expel Militant 
supporter s from the 
Labour Party. 

Thatch e r dem a nd ed: 
" The Militant left will not be 
beaten by bra ve words and 
ritua l discla imers. If the 
Labour leadership is ge
nuinely against these people, 
why don' t they expel them?" 

Tory cha irman Norman 
Tebbit thundered : " One or 
two brave speeches condem
ning the Trots, Militants and 
Marxists in the Labour Par
ty does not get rid o f them" . 

En viro r.ment Min iste r 
Kenn eth B«~ er scowled : 
"Mr Kinn ock had spoken 
o ut last week against the 
Milit ant s, but they still con
tro ll ed Li ve rpo ol, Man
ches ter, South wark a nd 
Hack ney. The trouble with 
h im is tha t he cannot 
deliver'' . 

Tory press 
Their comment s were lept 

upon by the Tory press who 
used it to continue pumping 
out the lie that Marxist ideas 
are 'vote losers ' for Labour. 

Yet are Thatcher and the 
front-line representatives of 
British capitalism, or the 
Tory propaganda rags like 
the Mail, Express and Sun 
seriously concerned for the 
benefit of the Labour Party? 

No! Their rantings repre-

Thatcher-she wants Kin
nock to expel Militant 
supporters. Photo : Militant 

sent the fear of the capitalist 
ruling class at the growth of 
support for Marxism 
am ongst ordinary working 
people and increasing sec
tions of the labour move
ment. They understand that 
a united labour movement 
with a socialist leadership 

Redcar row as council sell off houses 
IN STARK contrast to the 
achievements of Liverpool 
City Council , Labour con
trolled Langbourgh borough 
council on Teesside is involv
ed in the selling off of a sec
tion of the Spencerbeck 
housing estate to the private 
sector. 

The council took this step 
with little consultation with 
the tenants and no consulta
tion with the District Labour 
Party. 

The tenants formed <m ac
tion committee to fight the 
sell off. But the council was 

determined to go ahead. 
Indeed , when a group of 

Labour Party members 
visited the estate to try to 
help the tenants they were 
nea.-ly expelled from the Par
ty for doing so. 

When two tenants from 
the estate (who have refused 
to move) applied to join their 
local Labour Party, the 
leader of the council moved 
they could not be accepted as 
they were ' actively working 
against the council'' ! 

This state of affairs has in
furiated the rank and file of 

the Redcar Constituency 
Labour Party. 

The left in the Redcar 
Constituency Labour Party 
(seven of which have expul
sions hanging over their 
heads) see it as their task to 
build tue Party and to 
remove these anti-socialist 
elements on the council from 
positions of power within the 
local labour movement. 

By Andy Walker 
( Redcar Labour Party, 

personal capacity) 

and policies would be an 
unstoppable fo rce in chang
ing society. 

The attacks from the Tory 
party conference rostrum 
show where the real source 
of the witch-hunt against 
Militant comes from-the 
defenders of the wealthy and 
privileged in society. 

It is no accident that the 
first calls for action against 
Militant did not come from 
any section of the labour 
movement-it came back in 
1975 from the pages of The 
Tim es, that semi-official 
voice of big business. Since 
then the repr~sen tatives of 
capital have been unrelenting 
in their demand that Marx
ism be purged from the 
Labour Party. 

It is therefore outrageous 
that there are those in the 
part y leadersrhip and 
Labour's right wing who are 
eager to do the Tories ' bid
ding. Those in the Labour 
party who are clamouring 
for a witch-hunt are playing 
right into the Tories' hands . 

The ranks of the move
ment will fight any attempts 
to expel Militant supporters 
from the Labour Party. 
They understand that any 
section of the movement that 
produces such apoplex y 
from the Tory leaders must 
be doing a good job in 
fighting for the interests of 
the working class . They will 
judge those in the Labour 
Party who call for witch
hunt s by the ideological 
company they keep . 

• • • 
IN WREKIN Labour Party, 
the right wing only partial
ly achieved their plans to 
expel Militant supporters . 
The party ' s Executi v e 
recommended three party 
members for expulsion
including two councillors , 
one of 1 7 years standing in 
the party . However , there 
was a tied vote in the pro
posed expulsion of Coun
cillor Jim Bell. This expul
sion proposal will now go 
before the party without a 
recommendation from the 
'~ xecutive . Andy White of 
th.: LPYS was acqu itted. 

ThR expulsions will be 
fought . Telford Central 
branch of the Wrekin par
ty at a packed meeting set 
up a campaign against the 
witch-hunt. 

• • • 
IN WALES the right wing 
are clearly under pressure 
as they change their tac
tics in attacking Militant 
supporters . In Cardiff 
South Labour Party , after 

In Pontypridd a motion 
c al!ing fo r the suspension 
of Militant supporters was 
not taken , but was 
withdrawn so it could be 
'strengthened' . Meanwhile 
the right-wing Executive of 
Ogmore Labour Party
where Militant supporters 
including NUM members at 
the nearby threatened St 
John ' s colliery are up for 
expu lsion - reaffirmed their 
position . But they also con
demned ' attacks by Mili
tant supporters' on the 
constituency ' s right wing 
MP Ray Powell, indicating 
they are feeling the 
pressure of protests from 
the Welsh labour 
movement . 

• • • 
IN THE Isle of Wight where 
three party members have 
been expelled for sell ing 
Militant the purge goes on . 
Now a fourth member, 
Martin Clair, is under 
threat . He has been told to 
stop selling the paper 
publically, even though this 
is not in contravention to 
Labour Party rules, and 
despite the Labour Party 
National Agent David 
Hughes saying that selling 
Militant alone was not suf
ficient to just ify expu lsion . 

.. 
• 

... 
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NEXT MONTH the leaders of the two super-powers meet to 
discuss disarmament. Both are under pressure to reach agreement 
because of the economic problems they face in their own coun
tries. As well as dealing with the talks themselv~s and the strategic 
and military issues they will discuss, Militant will be looking at 
these underlying economic problems. In this article, GEORGE 
COLLINS examines the Soviet Union and the attempts by its new 
leader Gorbachev to revitalise its ailing economy, held back by 
the bureaucracy, incompetence and corruption of the ruling elite. 

ALL THE disastrous conse
quences of bureaucratic rule, 
analysed and anticipated by 
Trotsky .50 years ago, can 
now be seen clearly in 
practice. 

It was to uy to so lve these pro
blems that the new broom Mikhail 
Gorbachev, was appointed state 
leader when Chernenko died in 
March. Representing a section of 
bureaucrats slightly younger than 
the doddering ruling elite installed 
during the Brezhnev era, Gor
bachev was expected to reform the 
system and set the economy back 
on the road to growth . 

The great strength of the Russian 
economy has been the fact that it 
is state-owned and centrally plann
ed. This has freed it from thenar
row limits of production for pro
fit only, and from the plunder and 
sabotage of big business . 

This is the one achievement of 
the 1917 working-class revolution 
that has survived the bureaucratic 
counter-revolution headed by 
Stalin from the early 1920s 
onwards. 

Rapid growth 
Despite the waste and bottle 

necks. caused by bureaucratic 
mismanagement and the privileged 
elite, rapid growth was possible for 
a whole period while the founda
tions of the modern economy were 
being laid . This growth was based 
on exploiting the USSR's abun
dance of natural resources, and an 
almost unlimited supply of labour 
as millions of peasants were drawn 
to the cities. · 

Even with a minimum of plann
ing, the relatively simple tasks of 
building an infrastructure were car
ried out at far greater speed than 
under the chaotic conditions of 
capitalist "supply and demand" 
(though, as Trotsky pointed out, at 
three times the cost) . 

The presen t-day Soviet 
economy, however, can no longer 
be managed effectively by 
bureaucratic decree from above. 
Like every advanced economy it is 
highly complex, requiring 
sophisticated decision-making at 
every level. The Stalinist system 
rules this out. 

In the past, the leadership , with 
typical bureaucratic short
sightedness, neglected investment 
in new technology as long as 
growth could be squeezed from ex-

isting resources. The result was 
technical stagnation and, by the 
1960s, increasing obsolescence in 
methods of production. 

Today, average productivity in 
the Soviet Union is only 55 per cent 
that of the advanced capitalist 
countries. 

On the other hand , economic 
growth led to an increase in 
workers' buying power and in the 
demand for good-quality consumer 
goods. The bureaucracy is fn
capable of meeting this demand . 

The consumer goods turned out 
by the Ministry of Light Industry 
are shoddy and in chronic short 
supply. Not for nothing is this 
Ministry nicknamed "~e Ministry 
of Queues". 

Black economy 
Because of the failures of the of

ficial system, a huge parallel 
('black') economy has developed . 
It is estimated that 20 million peo
ple are working ' on the left ' (il
legally)-performing, for example, 
80 per cent of domestic repair 
work. 

Trade in smuggled goods is 
booming, even at vastly inflated 
prices. Sought after commodities 
like imported jeans are sold for 
£180, and Adidas jogging suits for 
£300. Even tomatoes fetch £20 per 
kilo in winter, and small cucumber 
£4 each. 

What all this illustrates, in Marx
ist terms, is that the political system 
in the Soviet Union has become an 
absolute fetter on the productive 
for-ces. Bureaucratic misrule is crip
pling the economic life of the 
country. 

Streamline 
Gorbachev's 'solution' is to try 

to streamline the bureaucracy's 
grip on the economy- and even in 
this he is unlikely to have more 
than temporary, limited success. 

His first move was to replace old 
bureaucrats with new ones, main
ly his personal hangers-on. He has 
continued the process already 
started by Andropov of removing 
the tired, discredited hacks install
ed by Brezhnev during the 1960s 
and 1970s, and instaUing his own 
instead . 

Eleven new ministers slightly 
younger than the Brezhnev geron
tocracy, and dozens of new 
regional party chiefs, were ap
point~ between March and 
Augl'lst. In the process , some of the 

One horse power motor bike - bizarre illustration of the ancient and modern in Russian agriculture 

unsavoury practices of the old 
bureaucrats could conveniently be 
exposed and a few scapegoats 
sacrificed with maximum publici
ty (as in Kazakhstan-see insert 
right) to show the "reforming 
zeal" of the new leadership. 

While the top clique was being 
recycled, official economists were 
falling over themselves to offer 
Gorbachev advice. 

'Liberals' pointed out that the 

Soviet economy is "antiquated and 
inflexible", and that ' conservative 
bureaucrats ' are standing in the 
way o f change . The latter, on the 
other hand, warned with equal 
logic of the dangers of increasing 
' free enterprise'-i.e . loosenbg of 
bureaucratic control. 

More liberal policies, they say, 
'ire all right in a country like 
Hungary which is 'small and easi
ly governed' but could lead to 'de
stabilising differences in the USSR! 

The Moscow correspondent of 
the Observer summed up the situa
tion : "Gorbachev's problem is how 

to change a vigourously centralis
ed system, designed to industrialise 
as brutal speed a predominately 
peasand country, into one with the 
flexibility to use the talents to 
which it has now given birth. 

" 'Have you acquired greater in
itiative in your work over the past 
15 years?' a group of 250 factory 

.. directors was asked in a recent 
survey . Over half of them replied 

The contradictions of the 
system were unwittingly 
summed up by the mother of 
a Russian astronaut proudly 
telling Pravda of the telephone 
just installed in her village 
home, but adding : "lt's not 
like the phones in the city, of 
course. You have to crank the 
handle. Getting through to 
Moscow from our little village 
isn 't easy. but sometimes you 
succeed." !Pravda, 22 July). 

'no'. A third said 'rather the 
reverse '. '' 

The response of Gorbachev, like 
every Stalinist leader before him, is 
to try to strike a balance between 
all these conflicting pressures . In
stead he ends up performing a jug
gling act that fails to come to grips 
wi th any of the underlying 
problems . 

A decree published in August, 
contained the long-awaited 
economic reforms . Among its 
features are the following: 

(a) It orders a limited degree of 
decentralisation, especially in con-

sum er industries . From next year, 
decisions can be taken at lower 
levels of the official apparatus. 
Plant managers, for example, can 
use up to £4 million of their pro
fits to refurbish and update their 
equipment. 

(b) New incentives are laid down 
for better work-for example, a 
five per cent bonus if a factory suc
ceeds in meeting the required 
standards! 

(c) Overall , however, Stalinism 
continues to rely on its basic 
method of management: the big 
stick . New punishments can be im
posed, such as price cuts of up to 
30 per cent if goods are below stan
dard. The factory concerned would 
then have to make up thi s shortfall 
out of funds set aside for workers' 
bonuses. 

Fines can also be imposed on 
factories for late delivery of goods . 
In fact there is nothing new about 
these ·measures. At various points 
in the past Gorbachev's 
predecessors were forced into 
similar exercises, including attacks 
on "bureaucracy" and turns 
towards "decentralisation" . 

Within a Stalinist system , 
however, the main effect of 
"decentralisation" is to spread op
portunities for corruption among 
wider circles of bureaucrats-thus 
forcing the top leaders to "recen
tralise" again before matters get 
completely out of hand . 

This will undoubtedly be the fate 
of Gorbachev's "decentralisation" 
as well. His "new brooms" will 
soon become just as worn-out and 
discredited as those they have 
replaced . 

The workers will have no more 
control than before over the pro-



duction process or the quality of 
what they produce. All that re
mains in the hands ol their 
managers. Yet it is the workers who 
will end .up paying the collecti'le 
fines resulting from the in
competence and corruption of the 
factory bosses, who will naturally 
ensure that nothing comes out of 
their own pockets . 

While trying to harness the non
existent innovation of the lower 
bureaucracy and cracking the whip 
over the workers , Gorbachev is also 
trying to come to terms with the 
parallel economy. Just as Stalin 
was forced to tolerate small-scale 
private production by the peasan
t ry, so uhder Gorbachev, as 
Izvestia puts it : " The nation is 
looking to private initiative as one 
way to satisfy many consumer 
complai nts." 

Profits 

In one "experiment" of this 
nature, workers in a TV repair 
shop in Estonia are being allowed 
to keep their orofits and finance 
their own business. It now takes 
them no more than three days to 
~epair a TV set , while it previously 
took two weeks. 

Gorbachev's "new leadership", 
in other words, is simply tail
ending the efforts that are spon
taneously being made to overcome 
the disruption created by that same 
leadership. 

Faced with the most developed 
working class in the world, the 
Russian bureaucracy cannot afford 
to genuinely decentralise power in 
any sense . "Experiments" in 
"private initiative" will remain 
confined to the fringes of the 
economy. They will not be allow
ed to intrude into crucial sectors 
such as electronics, hea vy industry 
or transport. The bureaucracv can
not risk the development o( com
petition that might expose their in
eptitude or challenge their position. 

Incurable 
Politically, the incurable 

weakness of Gorbachev's policies 
is that they continue to rely on the 
bureaucracy to solve the problems 
of bureaucratic rule . His reforms 
wi ll fail for the same reason that 
those of Stalin, Kruschev and 
Brezhnev before him failed. 

Economically also, Gorbachev 
has nothing new to propose. He 
has no policy for increasing pro
duc t ivit y and generating the 
massive new investment that is 
necessary to modernise the 
machinery of production. 

He admits that four per cent 
growth per year, double the present 
rate, is needed to reach the 
necessary level of investment. · 

He demands that better use 
should be made of existing 
resources. For example , he seems 
to have vetoed plans made under 
Chernenko to increase agricultural 
production by reclaiming and 

cultivating more land. Gorbachev 
demands that more intensive use 
should be made of existing land, 
using existing equipment. 

These demands will fall on stony 
ground. Over every sector of the 
economy hangs the dark cloud of 
bureaucratic misrule, sapping all 
enthusiasm, driving millions to 
despair and anger . No lasting, all
round increase in production can 
be expected on the basis of Gor
bachev's policies , or any other 
policies imposed on the working 
class by bureaucratic decree. 

But this seize-up of the forces of 
production is only one side of 
Russia's economic crisis. Inter
woven with the contradict ions 
within the system are those ar ising 
from Russia' s relations with the 
capitalist world market. 

Despite its great size, it is im
possible for the Soviet Union to 
become (as Stalin claimed) in
dependent of the world economy 
which is still dominated by the 
USA and o'-her imperialist powers. 
Today, mor ~ than ever, economic 
development in the Soviet Union 
depends on advanced technology 
imported from abroad. 

The next five -year plan 
(1986- 1990) will ~1elatedly include 
a crash programme of automation 
and new technology. For example, 
77,000 teachers are being trained to 
provide computer education in 
schools. To make this possible, 
4,000 micro-co mputers have 
already been ordered from Japan , 
and hundreds of thousands more 
wtll be needed . 

tralisation" on the one hand, and 
on the other hand look for ways of 
increasing the production of con
sumer goods. 

By its efforts to "decentralise", 
the bureaucracy is reflecting its in
capacity to administer the economy 
in a centralised manner-and all 
the more disastrous will be its 
future swing-back towards 
centralism. 

But in its concern over the pro
duction of consumer goods, the 
bureaucracy is showing a dim 
awareness of the need to pacify the 
mighty Soviet working class-to 
postpone the day when this 
slumbering giant will rise to it feet 
and brush the parasites from its 
back. 

The "dissident" movement of 
the 1970s, based among intellec
tuals, has largely been smashed. 
Today it is the younger workers, 
more educated, more critical and 
less demoralised than their parents, 
who are emerging as the force most 
challenging the regime. 

But Gorbachev's efforts to 
postpone the day of reckoning are 
only bringing it closer. 

Gorbachev is, without intending 
it, putting the bureaucracy on the 
spot. He is demanding that the 
resources of the country be manag
ed more effectively in order to raise 
living standards. Whatever tem
porary and partial improvements 
might be possible, these efforts will 
eventually founder in a swamp of 
bureaucratic indifference and 
corruption. 

The effect of this failure, in the 

RECENTLY Pravda unveiled soine te<:hniques of economic manage
ment practiced in the Kazakhstan re~ion of the USSR. 

Production statistics were widely falsified. One state farm, for ex
ample, showed a profit of five million rout:lles by listing the sale of 
pedigree cattle twice over! (One rouble= about 90p). 

Pravda reports: "Over a million roubles were allocated to 
agricultural development, but food production actually fell ... One 
factory in four breaks its contracts for delivery of goods, and in the 
last four years there have been production shortfalls of over 90 million 
roubles." 

Management on the other hand, rewarded itself genercusly. One 
senior Communist Party official built himself a hunting lodge, com
plete with servants' flat, out of state funds. Others secretly built a 
private mansion, equipped with "the best carpets, televisions and 
hi-fi equipment ' ', and registered it as an apartment block with 1 2 
flats. 

Another, who already nad a private house, was given a second 
four-room flat for his family plus a flat for each of his three daughters 

But the bureaucracy is en
countering new problems in paying 
for the imported technology , 
assembly lines, etc which are vital 
for growth. l'vlost of its earnings of 
foreign hard-currency come from 
oil sales, which have been badly hit 
by the slump in the oil price. 

The crisis of capitalism is exacer
bating the crisis of Stalinism. 
Stalin's utopian policy of trying to 
build "socialism in one coun
try"-ie socialism nowhere else, ,1r 
''peaceful co-existence'' with 
imperialism-is rebounding once 
again onto the heads of his 
successors. 

Instead of addressing the real 
issues, the new five-year plan will 
continue tinkering with "decen-

light of expectations raised by Gor
bachev's exhortations today, will 
be to underline the bankruptcy of 
Russia's bureaucratic rulers all the 
more glaringly. 

When the Russian working class 
moves, the power of the regime will 
crumble overnight-as in Hungary 
1956-and the ruling caste will be 
flung into oblivion. But unlike 
Hungary, there will be no tanks to 
come to their rescue. 

Out of the defeat of Stalinism , 
the working class will construct a 
society of genuine socialist 
democracy. Eastern Europe will be 
transformed, and the ripple effect 
of a new Russian " October" would 
galvanise workers into revolu
tionary struggle·around the world. 

As Trotsky explained in 
1932: 

"Centralised management 
implies not only great disadvan
tages but also the danger of 
centralising mistakes ... Only 
continuous regulation of the 
plan in the process of its fulfill
ment, its reconstruction in part 
and as a whole, can guarantee 
its economic effectiveness. 

"The art of socialist plann
ing does not drop from heaven 
nor is it presented full-blown in
to one's hands with the con
quest of power. This art may be 
attained only by struggle, step 
by step, not by units but 
millions as an integrated part of 
the new economy and culture." 
(Towards Socialism or 
Capitalism? plOO) 

The 'units' of the top 
bureaucracy, however, are ter
rified of letting any power slip 
from their hands, out of the 
very real fear that the workers 
would sweep them aside if they 
had the slightest opportunity of 
doing so. As a result, the 
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'millions' of the working class 
are rigidly excluded - from 
management of the planned 
economy. 

There is no room for checks, 
balances or iniative at plant or 
shop-floor level-not even the 
crude kind of 'regulation' ex
erted by the capitalist market. 
To quote Trotsky again: 

"Every attempt to influence 
economic management from 
below is immediately assigned 
to a deviation either to the 
Right or the the Left, that is, it 
is practically made a capital of
fence. The bureaucratic upper 
crust, when all is said and done 
has pronounced itself infallibl~. 
in the sphere of socialist 
planning . . . " 
- In fact, this opens the door 

to every form :of blundering, 
pilfering, nepotism and self
enrichment by the top officials 
who hold all the wealth of the 
country as well as all the power 
of the state in their 'infallible' 
hands. 

Peasants in Uzbekistan read the proclamation of agrarian reform in 1924 
They are still waiting for the full benefits. · 
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Portugal 
THE SOCIALIST Party lost almost half its 
seats in the Portuguese general elections of 
6 October. This is Socialist leader Mario 
Soares' reward for presiding over two years 
of savage anti-working class attacks by his 
outgoing coalition government. 

His coalition partners, the Social 
Democrats, gained a few seats and are now 
the biggest party but the Portuguese ruling 
class have still not achieved the capitalist 
stability they have been trying to regain since 
the revolutionary upsurge of 1974- 5. 

The Portugpese revolution stopped half
way. The failure of the workers' parties to 

· take control of the economy and society has 
led to economic chaos and political 
bewilderment. 

Government has followed government, 
and aU, right and "left", have tried to reverse 
the gains in job security, land reform, etc 
achieved in the fires of revolution after the 
overthrow of half a .century of dictatorship. 
The governments have eaten away at the 
reforms but the determination of the work-

ing class has stopped the total reversal of the 
1974- 75 changes. 

In these elections, the other main workers' 
party the Communists, also lost support due 
to their low-key approach, while President 
Eanes gained 45 seats with his own personal 
power vehicle, the Democratic Renewal Par
ty. This party made demagogic claims that 
it could end the "bickering" of the 
politicians. 

Ten years ago, Europe's finance houses 
and banks looked with dismay at Portugal. 

Now the European bosses have allowed Por
tugal to join the Common Market in 1986, 
but whether the ruling class can find any 
other cause for celebration is more doubt
ful. A new coalition will have to be cobbled 
together. After local and presidential elec
tions in the next few months, they will be 
forced into more potential confrontation by 
trying further attacks on the working class 
and rural poor. 

The article below was sent in from a 
Lisbon correspondent before the election. 

Bosses reward 
1985 1983 

Social Democrats (PSD) 85 73 
Socialists 55 101 

••••••• 

Democratic Renewal Party 45 
(PRO) 
Communists 37 44 

oares with 
defeat 
THE ELECTION campaign here has been 
very ' cold', there is no fire in any of the 
meetings. Neither of the two main workers' 
parties are really campaigning on their own 
policies let alone putting forward a socialist 
alternative. 

The Socialists seem to fear 
raising expectations too 
high, like Gonzalez in Spain 
in 1982, though their own 
record tells more against 
them th a n any part y 
promises . 

By our Lisbon 
correspondent 

gains o f 1974-75. 

.. .. 

. . .. 

Christian Democrats 20 29 
As yet undecided 8 na 
Independents 3 

Total 250 250 

Capitalism in Portugal is 
in deep trouble . Most coun
tries enjoyed a breathing 
space in the 1984 boom , a 
short-lived spurt of produc
tion. Portugal saw a drop in 
production and a 20 per cent 
drop in investment. 

It doesn 't need a genius to 
guess who suffers for this 
capit alist failure, the work 
ing class and rural poor, con
demned to genuine hunger. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Portu g uese are now 
homeless or living in shacks. 
Official unemployment is 
around 20- 25 per cent in 
key industrial areas. Wages 
have lost 15 per cent of pur
chasing power in the last few 
years . Many workers have 
not been paid for months or 
even years. 

The predicament of 
workers here in Portugal is 
a tragic nightmare . The 
working class has bee n 
overflowing with enthusiasm 
for the transformation of 
society, but it has found its 
path blocked by the absence 
of a programme and organ
i sation which can co
ordinate the daily struggles 
of the mill ions and channel 
t he se e nerg ies into the 
establi shment of a workers' 
democracy. 

Mario Soares, Socialist Party leader on a walkabout in Lisbon confronts a Social Democrat election poster. 

Foreign debt 
The profit system has 

sunk the country in a foreign 
debt proportionately greater 
than Brazil, Chile or Argen
tina and on a par with Zaire . 
The national product per 
capita is only half that of 
Spain and one-fifth of the 
average in the OECD rich 
countries league. 

Portugal has a Socialist 
Party Prime Minister Mario 
Soares and these figures are 
used in the election by Por
tugal's right to attack, not 
capitalism of course, but 
"socialist statism" . That is 
the gratitude the bosses show 
to reformists for doing their 
dirty work for the last two 
years . 

No workers' leaders have 
put forward an alternative to 
the capitalist system . "The 
blame lies entirely with the 
governments of the last two 
years" say Cunhal the Com
munist Party leader. So the 
bosses get no opposition to 
their attempt to discredit the 
ideas of socialism and the big 
public sector which is all that 
remains of the revolutionary 

In all previous elections 
since the collapse of the dic
tatorship in .1974, the over
whelming majority of votes 
have goqe to the left , but 
now the right parties have 
gone on the offensive . The 
right wing Christian 
Democrats (CDS) poses 
large-scale denationalisation 
and priv atisation of social 
security. But the most im
portant bourgeois party are 
the Social Democrats (PSD) . 
In 1983 they had nearly 30 
per cent of the vote com
pared to 12 per cent for the 
CDS. 

They are preparing a 
swing to the right but ad
vocate ' realism' . " In the 
20th century yo).l can't go 
back to Adam Smith" PSD 
leader Cavaco da Silva has 
told the CDS. 

The Social Democrats un
doubtedly represent the 
more serious capitalists who 
were taught a harsh lesson in 
the '74- '75 revolution. 
Every time they pushed to 
the right, they awakened the 
fury of the working class 
who then put them out of the 
ring. Now they are more 
cautious but they can ' t 
escape the drive of 
capitalism to restrict the ad
vances of the workers over 
the public sector, trade 
union rights and social 
security. 

The PSD broke up the 
1983 Socialist/ Social Demo
cratic coalition, but it is not 
now repeating the experi
ment of unity with the CDS 
which in its 1980- 83 gover-

Cavaco da Silva, PSD leader. 

nment formula produced . . . 
two general strikes! It also 
caused a near currency col
lapse which only Soares and 
the Socialist Party leadership 
could 'cure' . 

They used Socialist votes 
to impose two years of 
austerity in coalition with the 
PSD. When the austerity 
was due to end and a promis
ed period of reforms due to 
start, the PSD (surprise, sur
prise) broke the pact to pro
voke elections. The task of 
the PSD is to push the mid
dle layers of society to the 
right. 

The majority of the 
workers ' votes have always 
gone to the left. Around two 
million out of the seven 
million votes have repeated
ly gone to the Sociali~ts. But 
Soares has always used this 
backing to form coalitions 
with the right wing or so
called ' centre' parties. He 
has never called on CP 
workers to push their party 
into accepting a left majori-

C P 'determined' to 
hide their policies 

destitute families, the naming of honest 
competent managers for public sector 
firms and an end to attacks against na
tionalised firms and against agrarian 
reform co-operatives. 

THE CP had some mildly radical ideas 
in their programme such as a minimum 
wage linked to the cost of living. The 
minimum is now about £100 a month but 
this is not respected , if you demand this , 
or the right to join a union, many com
panies will sack you. 

They opposed the negotiation of US 
military agreements and the terms with 
the EEC, and the terms of external debt 
repayment. 

They demanded a subsistance grant for 

But even these modest ideas were not 
used in an agitational way, the Party just 
concentrated on how " determined" they 
were. 

t y government. The CP 
themselves call for an " all
party government of na
tional salvation"! They are 
part of the APU (the Peo
ple's Unity Alliance) with a 
few minor groupings . 

The CP has the leadership 
of the n1ass trade union eo
federation, the CGT-Inter 
sindical with about two 
million affiliated members . 
With a clear alternative to 
reformism the APU would 
no doubt increase its support 
from its one million votes in 
1983 . The APU though 
limits its propaganda to the 
same formulas as the other 
parties-we would be more 
patriotic, more honest and 
more responsible . 

The CP does nqt pose a 
class alternative to the horri
ble record of the last five 
years . One and a half million 
abstained in 1983 and so far 
there is nothing to show 
more participation now. If 
many people now say "the 
politicians are all the same'' 
the cynicism is hardly dented 
by claims that "it will be di f
ferent if we're in the govern
ment along with the rest" . 

Not one word creeps into 
the CP programme of the 
crisis of capitalism, just 
a hammering away at the 
idea that a government of 
' national salvation' with the 
'will to get things done ' will 
'save our country' through 
its 'determination'. 

Collaboration 
The CP is a mass workers ' 

party with a heroic record of 
struggle against fascism . 
Unlike Spain there is no 
massive crisis in the Com
munist Party; the CP vote 
will not totally crumble 
away . In Portugal as in Ita
ly, the alternative workers ' 
party, the Socialists have 
muddied their image by par
ticipation in governments of 
counter-reform. 

However the recent 
history of Portugal created a 
peculiar situation. The threat 
of a Stalinist state in Por
tugal was used by the ruling 
class to play on the fear of 
the middle classes, but also 
of many workers. Their 
hatred of the previous fascist 
dictatorship was extended to 

any sort of manoeuvre by 
the CP which did not 
counterpose a clear workers' 
democracy to Stalinist · 
repression. At the same time 
the CP indulged in a binge of 
collaboration with govern
ments based on capitalism. 

The CP ' s frequent opposi
tion to the strike movements 
gave a fairly wide base also 
for ultra-left groups which 
later collapsed due to their 
lack of working class roots 
and perspective for develop~ 

ment. 
The capitalist class, whose 

own parties were too weak to 
use to crush the workers, 
relied on Soares, who still 
boasts of his victory over the 
CP in 1975. If the numerous 
split offs from the SP had 
sta yed and fought for 
socialism, the crisis within 
society and the workers' par
ties would give a new basis 
for socialist ideas. 

The working class , re
aroused by attacks or by 
revolutionary developments 
in Spain , Greece, France and 
Italy will not allow the rul
ing class of Portugal any 
lasting victories. 
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Sweden, Pakistan, Chile, Panama 

Monopoly and 
market forces in 
Socialist' Sweden 
SWEDEN ALSO went to the polls recently. 
Unlike Portugal, one of the very poorest of 
European countries, Sweden's living stan
dards have traditionally borne comparison 
with any in the world. But as the article 
b~low, based on a feature in the Swedish 
Marxist paper Offensiv shows, this is begin
ning to change. 
THE GENERAL election 
in Sweden saw the- Social 
Democrats returned to 
power with a reduced ma
jority. They hardly pro
mised anything for the 
next three years: they had 

·to see "how much they 
could affm ··' " . 

The victo i _ ,n ~eality ow
ed much to the fear of a 
Con servative-dominated 
coalition government. The 
Moderates (Conservatives) 
fought their campaign on 
Th atcherite policies and 
Sweden's workers could see 
the effects of these in Britain 
and in Schliiter's Denmark. 
The Moderates ' policies 
reflected a growing crisis in 
society. 

Since the mid- '70s Sweden 
has experienced the longest 
period of industrial decline 
in it s histor y. Growth was 
halved. The strong labour 
movement has built up a 
social security system almost 
without parallel , so the ef
fects ha ve been less 
catastrophic th an in some 
countries , but under the sur
face, real problems are 
growing. 

Sweden is a small count ry 
with a highl y monopoli sed 
economy, very dependent on 
export s (37 per cent now 
compared with 24 per cent in 
1970). Largel y based on ore , 
steel , ships, machines etc the 
world decline of trade and 
investment has hit the 

ONE OF Sweden's many 
regional Social Democratic 
journals, Zasterbot!ens 
Folkblad, has jumped on to 
Neil Kinnock's bandwagon 
by attacking Marxists in Bri
tain and in their own party . 
We print the article below. 

''ONLY THE British elec
toral system saved Margaret 
Thatcher's parliamentary 
majority (in 1983), even 
though only a minority of 
voters supported the Tories. 
Another reason why the 
Tories could continue to 
govern was that voters didn't 
have a proper alternative. 

"Labour's crisis was crip
pling, now that crisis is over. 
This was shown at the recent 
Labour congress. Should the 
Tories win again it won't be 
because of a feeble oppo
nent. Unlike the Swedish 
Social Democracy, Labour . 
discovered too late what the 
so-called 'entryists' were up 

economy hard. 
.Jndustrial production fell 

by seven per cent between 
the 1974 crisis and the return 
of the Social Democrats in 
1982, and investment was at 
its lowest level for 20 years. 

Now the Department of 
Industry reckon that in
dustrial product ion today 
wo uld have been 30 per cent 
higher if it had kept up with 
other advanced capitalist 
countries' increases. Last 
year's boom saw Japan's 
production soar up 70 per 
cent from the previous ten 
years' average , USA's rose 
40 per cent , France's 18 per 
cent, even Britain' s (in
cluding oil) rose nine per 
cent, Sweden's crawled up 
seven per cent. 

Devaluations 
The capitalist govern

ments of 1976 to 1982 fa:Jed 
with all their policies, first 
expansionary , then defla · 
tionary and lastly the so
called "bridging" policies of 
internal expansion while 
waiting for a strong world 
boom. Instead they got the 
new world decline of 1980. 

Under pres:>u re from the 
earlier reform period and 
from the labour movement 
public sector spending soar
ed, so did the cleficits, im
ports and interest rates. The 
balance of trade worsened. 

So, as world trade dipped 

Social Democrat leader Olaf 
Palme 

to and what it could lead to. 
"While the Swedish 

militants were kept under 
control and later expelled, 
their British friends in the 
Militant Tendency managed 
to take control of the youth 
movement and obtained in
fluence at many levels within 
the Party. As a result of that 

down again they tried a 
desperate belt-tightening 
policy, strangling the impor
tant markets created by the 
public sector, cutting real 
wages by ten per cent and 
hence fuelling unemploy
ment. 

The Social Democrats, 
when they returned , used 
drastic measures, particular
ly the big "aggressive" 
devaluations of ten per cent 
in 1981 and 16 per cent in 
I 982, hoping this would 
boost exports. Nonetheless, 
about 80 per cent of the 
companies in the basic in
dustries ha ve used the 
devaluation to increase pro
fits rather than to cut prices 
in a competitive battle. Cer
tainly prices have fallen less 
than workers' relative wages. 

The monetarist Conservative 
leader Adelsohn . 

The government have 
gone in for drastic capitalist 
measures to quickly boost 
l'Xports, productivity, profits 
ar.d investment while at the 
same time strangling imports 
and lowering the budget 
deficit by wage limits and 
public :: ector cutbacks. 
Moreover • he government 
has trusted the free market 
to straighten Olit everything 
including the fatt of crisis
ridden pans of the et.0nomy . 

the city of Liverpool now has 
Twtskyist rule. 

"Many voters have dif
ficulty recognising Labour 
and gave their preference to 
those who left Labour in the 
so-called Sncial Democratic 
Party which ttas long been in 
alliance with the Liberals . 
But this year's congress has 
freed Labour from the in
fluence of the entryists and 
if one can believe the latest 
opinion polls Labour is 
regaining its former strength. 
Thatcher has finally got an 
opponent who can liberate 
the British from new Lib
eralism." 

But as ihe article above 
shows, Sweden's workers 
party will not be immune 
from crises which will turn 

· the working class in the 
direction of Marxism. 
Socialist ideas will grow 
regardless of any attempts at 
a witch-hunt. 

One of Sweden's crisis industries, shipping, employed 33 ,000 in 1975. Now it employs 11,000 
and government support has been withdrawn. 

Swedish capitalism has 
gained a temporary respite 
from the boom , but it has 
also caused an enormous 
redistribution of property 
and income. It increased the 
gap between high and low 
wages and between wages 
and profits, personal spen
ding dropped relative to 
GNP in 1982- 84, though 
employment increased 
slightly. 

Wages have been kept at 
a level I 0 to 15 per cent lower 
than in 1976 but profits shot 
up 50 per cent in 1984 alone, 
although only a small pan of 
this has turned into invest
ment. Big businesses prefer 
to develop into credit institu
tions, not least by lending 
money to cover the state 
deficit, which gives a better 
return than most invest
ments. 

Meanwhile competition 
has concentrated wealth even 
more, the 30 biggest export 
companies are the engine of 
the Swedish economy. No 
country has a more 
monopolised capitalism than 
"socialist" Sweden! 

The gove~nment is 
threatening worse to come 
for workers. They are wor
ried over a 1.8 per cent in
crease in public spending last 
year and they want this to 
drop to 0.5 per cent this 

Sweden has a well organised and powerful working class . 

year. That means further big 
restrictions on the home 
market and wage restraint. 

And to what end? The 
boomlet of the last two 
years, is already fading fast. 
All the Social Democrat 
leaders' talk of Sweden be
ing "on the right course" 
will di sappear, drowned out 
by the symptoms of a new 
crisis, falling production , 
closures, depressed regions 

and greater social costs, or 
the alternative of greater 
government spending to fuel 
the deficit. 

We will also see the mili
tant traditions of the early 
struggles of Sweden's power
ful labour movement reviv
ed and a Marxist alternative 
taken seriously for the first 
time by the mass of workers 
as "affluent" Sweden comes 
to grips with new problems. 

Socialists fight Zia regime teen years imprisonment for 
just producing a leaflet 
against the dictatorship. 

ON 29 September workers in 
Bradford heard Pakistani 
opposition leaders speak out 
against the arrest of Benazir 
Bhutto, acting chairperson 
of the Pakistani Peoples Par
ty (PPP) . The event was 
organised by the Struggle 
the voice of socialism in the 
PPP. 

Farooq Tariq the co
ordinating secretary of the 
PPP workers steering com
mittee explained the 
capitalist nature of the 
regime, with its policy of de
nationalisation, tax reduc
tions and above all banning 
of trade union activities. 

Chile 
* BA TON WAVING Chil
ean police broke up a march 
of copper miners from the 
northern town of Chu
quicamata on 9 October. 
The miners were demanding 
the release of 12 opponents 
of the military junta. At least 
60 people were arrested as 
the crowds were dispersed 
with baton rounds and tear 
gas grenades. 

Pinochet has made a 
dangerous enemy. Chu- 
quicamata is the largest open 
cast copper mine in the 

Because of thi s corrupt 
regime , over a million 
Pakistani youth are now 
heroin addicts. Drug smug
gling has state support and is 
spreading like a cancer in 
Pakistan . 

Fifteen years jail 
Miraj Mohammed Khan 

of Pakistan Liberation Front 
explained how over 150,000 
people have been arrested in 
the last eight years of 
military dictatorsh ip for 
demanding the restoration of 
democracy. One trade union 
leader was sentenced to fif-

world, accounting for over 
half of the product of the 
state copper corporation 
CODELCO and producing 
m!'re than 20 per cent of 
Chile'~ export earnings. 

Panama 
* OVER 50,000 people 
marched through Panama 
City on 9 October to demand 
an independent enquiry into 
the murder of Hugo Spadaf
ora, whose decapitated body 
was found just over the 
border in Costa Rica. 

Spadafora, an opponent 
of the country's powerful 

Pat Wall the President of 
Bradford Trades Council 
linked the struggle of British 
and Pakistani workers an d 
explained "the fight for 
socialism is international, the 
capitalists and big finance· 
companies are world wide, 
so workers of the world 
sho uld be united for a 
socialist society.' ' 

Over £400 was raised for 
the Struggle fighting fund. 
The number of workers at 
this meeting showed the 
growing influence of the 
ideas of the Struggle. 

By Oaiser Jamal 

military, had earned tht 
hatred of the defence force 
chief, General Manuel 
Noreiga by accusing him of 
drug trafficking. Eye 
witnesses say intelligence 
agents had detained 
Spadafora in Panama the 
day before his body was 
found. 

The civilian president had 
backed the call for an in
dependent enquiry but 
resigned a few days later say
ing he had lost the support 
of the armed forces. The 
military have forced the 
resignation of five presidents 
in as many years. 



A rich 
~P- of 
bankruP-tcies 

American mid-west. It seems lar2:e 
numbers of them are bei;g 
bankrupted, leaving huge debts. 

government does something. But what 
can Reagan do? He represents the big 
business institutions which are the 
culprits for the crisis. The reasons given on the pro

gramme by the fatmers themselves are 
an indictment of the system in which 
we live. It seems they have been 
bankrupted because too much food is 
being produced. 

The only answer lies with the labour 
movement. It is our task to explain to 
the small farmers and businessmen the 
blame for their ruination lies with the 
capitalist system itself. 

Dear Comrades, 
Recently I watched the Money Pro

gramme on BBC 2. It's not a pro
gramme I normally watch, not having 
any money, but it was very interesting. 

Storage space is non-exist ent, with 
silos and aircraft hangars creaking at 
the joints. Crops are left to rot in the 
fields as there ' s no\vhere to put them . 
This is while third- ;vorld countries 
starve . 

In America, the first job must be.the 
creation of a Labour Party whjch must 
also aim at recruiting small farmers . 

Yours in comradeship 
John Hayes 
Poole CLP and UCA TT 

A large part of it was about the . 
plight of small farmers in the 

The ruined small farmers themselves 
are desperate. They are demanding the 

Send us your views, comments or criticism. Write to Militant . 
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB 

Direct links 
Dear Comrades, 

At a recent meeting of the Merseyside Area Committee 
of the CPSA we decided to build direct links with a South 
African trade union branch giving both moral and finan
cial support. We also decided to highlight what is going on 
out there amongst the membership and to invite a speaker 
from the Southern African Labour Education Project 
(SALEP) to our next area meeting. 

SALEP shows the way forward for South Africa, not only 
getting rid of apartheid but getting rid of the bosses as well. 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Lunn 
CPSA vice chair 
Birkenhead Land Registry 
(personal capacity) 

Determined 
selling_ 
Dear Comrades, 

The firs t time we went to 
Parkside colliery we were 
selling papers to the miners 
wren a union official came 
to tell us th at his men were 
sick of being pestered by 
paper sellers and that we 
should leave the premises 
straight away, which we did 
after selling a few more 
papers . 

The week after we return
ed and a security guard came 
to throw us off the pit, we 
asked why and he said that 
no-one was · allowed on the 

premises wi thout the permis
sion of the union. A miner 
who was talking to us at the 
time argued with him that he 
should let us st ay on which 
he did . 

When we sold some more 
papers another NUM official 
threatened that they' d get 
the police to throw us off if 
we didn ' t go. We went again 
the week after and again got 
throw n off. But we' re going 
to go back because e\·er y 
week the miners at Parkside. 
are seeing what the people 
who supposedly represent 
them are like, and they' re 
buying more papers off us 
every time. 

Yours fraternall y 
Lisa Giglio 
St Helens 
Merseyside 

IT'S GOOD to see the Tories practice what they 
preach about the 'little woman' knowing her 9lace. 
During Tory conference last week Junior Minister 
Lynda Chalker was found kneeling on the floor 
stapling together speeches front piles of paper 
around her. She informed one observer: " No it's 
not mine, it's Ridley's bloody s~eech". 

Financing 'Subversives' 
THE RABIDLY anti-union Sun must have been a 
bit sick last week. One of its £40,000 bingo winners 
was a striker. After ·telling the Sun "I've told my 
workmates I will not see them go hungry" he 
returned to the picket line, where his union is 
fighting for an £8 a week rise. 

The royal wee 
PRINCESS DI will be relieved to hear that provi
sion has been made at Wavell barracks in West Ger
many for her visit at the weekend. An extra loo has 
been installed kitted out with pink wallpaper and 
brass fittings at a cost to the British military of a 
mere £5,200. 

;{:: • Dear Comrades, 
.·.· ·:- Having just witnessed a 
· · television intervie\\' with Neil 
. . . Kinnock in which he said the 

' big-wig' trade union leaders 
would be meeting with 
Liverpool City Council next 

· · week to try and force them 
· · · · to be 'realistic', I have no 
· · doubt that the formulas thev 
· · · will try and torce on the cit;, 

council will involve some 
: :: treacherous !Jalancing of the 

books to put workers on the 
·: : · dole or cut services. 
.. . 

think the detailed 
minutes of this forthcoming 
meeting between Liverpool 
City Council and trade union 
'leaders' should be made 
public and distributed to the 
people of Liverpool to allow 
them to judge for themselves 
just who is best defending 
th<>ir interests. 

Yours fraternally 
Steve Arnott 
Dunfermline West LPYS 

• Dear Comrades , 
If Kinnock ' s speech prov

ed nothing else, it at least 
proved that a good speech 
does not make a good man . 
What honourable man at
tacks the very people he is 
suprw;ed to protect? That
cher for all her viciousness 
has never attacked her own 
class . 

What honourable man 
buys per onal popularit y by 
quoting the working condi
tions suffered by his relatives 
in the mines, when he 

himself has suffered nothing { { 
worse than a good ::::>> 
education . 

What honourable man 
states how his famil y were {{ 
moved from an old , infested :;:;:;:: 
house into a decent modern :::;;:;; 
one by a socialist council, yet .·.·.· .· 
as leader o f tha t same part y ·::. 
he actually refuses other peo- ::: 
ple even the right to fight for · · · · 
better li ving conditions? · · · 

Yours fraternall y 
Yince Noonan 
Birkenhead 

The Labour 'leaders ip' 

e Dear Comrades, 
The 'Neil Kinnock 

Show' last week went 
down a treat with the 
Tory press and media. 
However, to the hundreds 
of thousands of ordinary 
people watching, it was 
yet again a stab in the 
back. 

The magnificent strug
gle of the_ people of Liver
pool was described by 
Kinnock as "A petty 

• Dear Comrades, 
During the Labour Part y 

conference we saw Neil Kin
nock trying to unite th e 
movement around hi s 
pathetic leaders hip . Th e 
policies he advocates pro
stitutes socialism for ' power 
at any price .' The working 
class want a socialist Labour 
Party, elected on a true 
socialist programme, not a 

Amnesia 
Dear Comrades, 

priority." Kinnock pas
sionately said that the 
Labour Party had given 
him every chance in life. 
How true! He is leader of 
the Labour Party because 
he got there on the backs. 
of the workers. 

These same-workers are 
now expected to accept 
their miserable lot while 
the so-called ' leadership' 
of the party - fall over 
themselves to accomodate 

watering down o f principles 
to appeal to the middle class . 

I was disgusted to see the 
magnificent Liverpool coun
cillors disregarded with such 
contempt and the year long 
struggle of the miners called 
a ' liability' . It was the spirit 
and solidarit y of the miners 
that brought credibilit y back 
to the labour movement. 

I am unemployed and 

big business and the 
capitalist system. Unfor
tunately for Kinnock and 
his ilk, workers all over 
the country see the strug
gle in Liverpool as their 
struggle. They will not be 
held back by spineless 
leaders. 

Yours fr-aternally 
Diane Harvey 
Go van 

have been for fom-Df the six 
years since leaving school. I, 
and thousands of young peo
ple Like me, need a clear path 
o ut o f the jungle of 
unemployment and povert y. 
What do we not need is the 
watered down waffle of Kin
nock and Hattersley . 

Yours fraternall y 
Peter Sheldon 
Doncaster north LPYS 

• Dear M iliwnr , 
I d o no t think th e 

d isgrace ful behaviour o f the 
part y leadership at the con
ference has endeared it to the 
membership. Kinnock ' s in
sult s we re fo ll owed that 
same evening by a despicable 
perso na l att ack by Hat
tersley on Eric Heffe r at a 
televi sion interview, at which 
he contemptuously dismiss 
ed Eri c's walk o ut as a 
' 'histrionic" demonstra tion . .. 
of " self-love" . .. .. 

When th e deputy leader ::;:::;; 
publicly insults a 'popular ;:;:;::: 
colleague in this way, thin gs ;:::::;: 
have come to a prett y pass in ::: · 
th e party. Part y unit y? It 
should become increasingly . . . 
o bvious wh o are th e real 
splitters. 

Yours in the fi ght 
Ka theleen J ones 
Bishops Castle La bour .... 
Party and Womens 
Action Committee 

... 

. . . . 

passed the National Health Service 
(Invalid Direction) Act 1980, which 
meant that the court's decision was 
overturned and Jenkin's order was 
allowed.to stand. 

Neil Kinnock and his friends in the 
media han made great play of the 
so-called "impracticalit)'" and " un
constitutionality" of resolutions at 
this year's Labour Party conference, 
which demanded that a future 
Labour government pass immediate 
legislation to repay all fines and sur
charges imposed on Labour coun
cillors and the NUM. 

such legislation would be "without 
precedent". However, such people 
are often gh·en to attacks of selec
tive amnesia. For retrospective 
legislation-Acts of Parliament 
which apply to situations arising 
before the passage of such Acts-is 
by no means a novel idea. 

In fact, the last instance of it oc
cured as recently as 1980. Patrick 
Jenkjn directed another body to take 
over the functions of the South East 
Thames Regional Health Authority 
because it had not kept within the 
Tories' financial limits. 

However, Mr Justice Woolf rul· 
ed his order invalid and illegal. But 
less than one month later, the Tories 

If the Tories can look after 
themselves as well as this, comrades 
will, no doubt, draw their own con
clusions about a Labour Party 
leadership which refuses to protect 
.working class people in a similar 
manner. 

Yours fraternally 
Tim Kaye 
Lecturer in Law 
University Coll~ge 
Cardiff 

Kinnock's henchmen claim that 
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M P , . I , erence · s consc1ence c ause 
A SIGNIFICANT victory 
for women's rights was 
achieved at Labour Party 
conference. 

Conference overwhelmingly re
jected the 'conscience clause' for 
Labour iVIPs which allows them to 
vote as they wi sh on issues that af
fect women. There has been anger 
in the movement that recentl y 44 
Labour MPs voted in favour of 
Enoch Powell 's bill attacking 
reproductive rights . 

The National Executi ve oppos
ed th e call to scrap the MP ' s co ns
cience clause . To boos, Bett y 
Boothrovd for the NEC said 
Labour ~hould "uphold the right 
of the comcienc ious objecto r". 

H owever , conference fe lt 
La bour VI P 's sho uld uphold the 
ri!!ht s of women. Those 44 Labour 
\.fP 's were mainl y male and , o n 
their high salaries, elevated above 
th e economi c situation fa ced by 
\\Orking peop le. The consequences 
of 1heir action o n the Powell Bill 
''mild ha,·e fa ll en on the shoulders 
of working cla~s \\.Omen who ha1·e 
to li ~t· i; the real world of 
deteriorating li1in g standards . 

Women protest in June against the Gillick ru ling . Photo: Stefano Cagnoni (Repor t) 

Massive vote 
In oppositi o n to the NEC, the 

resoluuon ,,·a; 0\ erwhclmingly car
ried, b1 5. 505,000 to 61,000. Th e 
task now must be to ge t the 
Par liamentary La bour Party
where th e co nscience clause is \\Tit
ten into their ow n co nstitu tion
to obey the policy decision of con- . 
fere nce. the reai -; o1·eriegn bod y of 
t he labour move ment. 

It was clear from the altitude of 
the rank<\ of the partl' that there is 
no'' a more class or ient a ted 
awareness o f issues faci ng ,,·omen. 
Thi s is no doubt a spin-off from 
th e mass mo1 ement of ,,·orking 
class wo men, especialh· in the min ~ 
in g co mmuniti es, during th e 
miners' strike . 

Women' ;; rights, in particular the 
right to choose abortion, was seen 
as a class issue , and not one of ' per
'ional choice' or a ' moral question ' . 
The Powell Bill against experimen
tation on embryoes and the Gillick 
ruling wh ich stops under 16 year 
old s getting cont racepti on advice , 
was seen as a new altack by the old 
moralist right -wing to chip away at 
a 1•;oman' s right to an abortion. 

Th e Powell Bill if passed , would 
have al so stopped research into in
fertility and wo-uld di>criminate 
aga in 'it infert il e women . 

The NEC were also overturned 
in the debate on the ,,·omen' s 
organisation. The NEC-backed call 
for a woman to be included on 
every short list in selections for 
parliamentary candidat:-s was re
jected , by 3,875,000 to 1,731 ,000. 
Many delegates felt that the small 
representation of women in the 

PLP would not be solved by ar
bitrary constitutional measures, 
which would apply regardless of a 
woman candidate 's political 
standing. 

A call for the five women's 
places on the NEC to be elected at 
Labour' s Women' s conference was 
also rejected, by 4,679,000 votes to 
1 ,643 ,000. 

Short booed 
In moving the NEC's opposition 

to thi s call , Renee Short provo ked 
slow hand claps and boos when she 
described rh is as a 'Militant mo
tion'. Militant supporters have ac
tually opposed this for the past five 
years! 

It is inconsistant that the 
women's organisation does not 
have a direct vote on the NEC. If , 
however , the five seats for women 

on the NEC were elected at the 
women' s conference-and not at 
na.ti ona l conference as at 
present - it wo uld disenfranchise 
many women rrade union delegates 
who do not attend women' s 
conference. 
, Militant supporters have argued 
that rhe women's organisation 
should have parity with the Labour 
Part y Young Socialists and have 
one place on the NEC elected at 
their conference, alongside the five 
places elected at national 
conference. 

However, Short' s outburst 
shows how the right wing will use 
hysterical attacks on .Militant to .at
tack the whole of the left , as a 
substitute for political argument. 

By a Militant reporter 

No pillow fight at Silentnight 
'We supported the miners. But you don't 
know what it's really like until you're on 
strike and go through it yourself.' 

THE SILENTNIGHT workers are 
now facing their eighteenth week 
of strike action. The strike began 
at the bedding company's fac
tories in Barnoldswick, Lan
cashire and Sutton, West 
Yorkshire after over 500 workers 
were sacked for taking strike ac
tion following management 
breaking no-redundancy 
agreements. 

Silentnight strikers went to the 
Labour Party conference in 
Bournemouth to raise support 
and much needed cash for their 
struggle. Janet Seymour, a 
Silentnight shop steward and a 
member of the Furniture, Timber 
and Allied Trade Union, spoke to 
Militant about the strike. 

"Its very hard . We're trying to 
- manage on £20 per '.week strike pay. 

Although we are -efficially sacked 
we can't claim :.<-unemployment 
benefit because they say we're in 
dispute. It's the same with social 
security-only a small amount of 
the strikers are getting benefits, 
such as the one parent- families, but 
they're only sman claims. 

"As the weeks go by it is getting 
harder. You ~il go through a rough 
patch wondering where it will end , 
but then something wi ll happen , 
like a w~gon turning back from the 

picket and you'll regain your 
fighting spirit. The two factories 
are not far apart and both 
work forces are covered by the same 
FT AT branch so we meet as OIJ.e. 

"But raising funds has been one 
of the major tasks, and we've had 
a great response. Here at Labour 
Party conference we raised £240 in 
the first day alone . Locally the 
nearby Rolls Royce factory have 
been holding regular collections. 
The NUM lodges and Miners Sup
port Groups have been very good, 
giving us everything they had left 
over from their strike, like food 
oarcels. 

"We've been surprised how far 
afield support is coming from. We 
~ecently went to Hillingdon in Lon
don to talk to the local Trade 
Union Support Group, which was 
set up in the miners' strike, and 
they were ve ry forthcoming . 
They've set up a separate commit
tee specifically to support us. 

"We've been surprised how far 
their strike, adopting a colliery and 
holding collections. But you don't 
really know what it's li ke to be out 
on strike until you've been through 
it." 

Strikers· back Militant 
see page two 

Labour employment spokesman Prescott speaks to Silentnight strikers 
lobbying Labour conference. Photo : Militant 

Essential reading for all Labour activists: 

The Charter for Women 
Workers is sponsored by a 
number of Labour WomeQ 1

S 

Councils and sets out a pro
gramme to draw women into 
the movement. Price 40p 1 

available from Ann Bannister, 
55 Lunt Road I Bootle I 
Merseyside L20 5EZ. 

What it 
means to 
be skint 

IT WAS clear from the chair
manship of this year's 
Labour Party conference 
that the leadership were 
more interested in media 
presentation than hearing 
the voice of the rank and file. 
Only a few working class 
Labour Party members 
managed to break through 
to the rostrum to describe 
the reality of living in That
cher ' s Britain. 

One of the many unlucky 
delegates was Sheila Hall , a 
single parent from Brighton . 
Sheila was delegate for 
Brighton Kemptown Labour 
Party Women's Section. 
(This party has over 400 
women members and is 
therefore entitled to an addi
tional women's delegate. 
Sheila spoke to Militant: 

" I wanted to get in on the 
low pay debate, even though 
I haven't got a job. When I 
do get work I have to leave 
in July when the kids break 
up from school, because 
we've got . no child care 
facilities and I can't afford 
a child minder. I wanted to 
get over to conference what 
it means to be constantly 
skint. 

"It means empty food cup
boards; sitting in your home 
with your coat on because 
you're scared of the fuel bill; 
send ing yours kids off to 
school in winter with no warm 
winter coat. 

Charity 
" If the physical discomfort 

wasn't enough your nose is 
rubbed in it when you're forc
ed to turn to charity. This year 
I applied for the first time to 
the local education depart
ment for financial help with 
the kid's school uniforms. It' s 
the first time I've done this 
because we working class have 
got our pride and we like to 
provide for our families 
ourselves. We don't like going 
off cap in hand. 

"They said they couldn't 
giH me any money because 
apparently my supplementary 
benefit is enough to cover 
food and clothes. But they 
gave me a letter saying "Supp
ly children with clothes 
suitable for school" .which I 
was told to take to the WVS. 
Me and the kids went along 
but we left empty handed after 
refusing 'clothes suitable for 

_the dustbin." Unless· you've 
experienced things like this 
you can't begin to describe the 
humiliation. 

"We need socialism. When 
I sit in my sister's house and 
watch her seven year old son 
looking through the cup
boards and fridge saying to 
her "We're really poor aren't 
we mum", it just fills me with 
fury and disgust at this 
capitalist society. Yes, and 
shame too-shame that all the 
years of Labour governments 
have fundamentally changed 
nothing." 
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Sheffield 
fil.rge 
steel 
solidaritY.. 
HEFFIELD FORGEMAS· 

TERS steel workers voted by 
a two thirds majorit)', in a 
secret ballot, for industrial 
action over pay last Friday. 

The 330 key workers in the 
Aerospace division agreed to 

ke from 6am Sunday. 
A mass meeting on Tues

day YOted for all out strike 
and the other 670 are now 
out. 

M anagement 's 
against the union 
voked this response. 
have only themselves 
blame. 

They sacked the 
venors from Fo 
and the former BSC 
Don works . They 
the Joint Shop 
Committee meeting on 
pany premises. Then 
abolished the joint healt 
and safety committee. 

When the JSSC put 
ward a claim for a £10 
week pay rise we got the ru 
around. 

At first they offered £4. 
Then the managing director 
was sacked. ·The new one 
withdrew the offer. We pur
sued it and management 
changed their minds. They 
put £4 back on the table, 
with strings. We rejected the 
offer. 

Then the managing direc
tor withdrew the £4 offer 
and left the strings up for 
negotiation-and had the 
cheek to ask us if we would 
accept! That was when thl 
JSSC recommended in
dustrial action and balloted 
the members, who backed 
the call wholeheartedly. 

Sheffield Forgemasters is 
now a company of com
panies. Each section or 
department which does 
similar work has a separate , 
company identity with For
gemasters as the holding 
company. 

Management believe that 
as the companies are 
separate so are the shop 
stewards. The JSSC reject 
this. 

The bosses arC' trying to 
break our organisation. 
They want to abolish the 
senior stewards and replace 
them with inexperienced 
ones. They aim to stop 
stewards from the different 
'companies' meeting without 
managment's agreement. 
This action is our reply. 

By Arthur Millward 
(shop steward , Sheffield 

tQrgema_sters ) 

Barnsley Area 
NUM demonstra
tion Saturday 1 9 
October. Assem
ble 9.30am at 
Courtouse car 
park, Barnsley. 
Speakers include 
Arthur Scargill, 
Jack Taylor and 
Dennis Skinner, ' 
and local MPs · 

London bus stop _prepare 
MANY LONDON bus ser- November 
vices were hit by strikes last • 
Friday_. Batte~-sea ga~age is a et I 0 n 
on stnke agam at time of 
writing (Tuesday). Bus 
workers could face full-scale 
confrontation in early 
November. CHRIS HER
RIOT talked to workers at 
Stamford Hill garage in 
North London. 

WORKERS AT the Upton Park 
depot had been purs uing the Londo n 
Bus Delegate Conference policy of 
nqn-cooperation with management' s 
'' No\'ember Pro2:ramme' ' , which in· 
eludes a number -of proposals for the 
run-down of the transport system 
,,·ithin London. 

The programme consists of exten
sive mileage cut s (ie reduced services), 
the introd uct ion of joint compilation 
of work sched ules and one person 
operation (OPO) , and a number of 
ga rage closures. 

The union feels that 'joint compil a
tion ' will intensify the workload on in
dividual bus crews whilst the effects of 
'one person operation' (OPO) are 
obvious-drastic cuts in manpower. 

many as 16 garages may have been in 
volved in the action, the overwhelm 
ing majorit y worked normally. 

This does not mean that support did 
not exis t thro ugh out London. What it 
shows is a lack of leadersh ip and in
adequate preparation . 

The strike arose in response to 
threats or \·ictimisation by manage
ment, and as a result, there was no 
time to conduct a proper campaign to 
explain the i sues. 

Local branch officials and garage 
reps can play a decisi ve role, bur to
day' s industrial relations mean that co· 
o rdinared action is necessary in o rder 
to o\·e rcome fears of iso la tion and 
consequent ' icti mi sario n. 

Alan Payling (secretary , TG \\' 
1/ 312 branch) spoke of the need 1 o 
take hi s membershi p back united ro 
prepare for the future once it was clear 
t he di sp ute had fa iled to pu ll our the 
majority of garages. 

It was the decision of Battersea 
Garage workers (see last three issues 
of Militant) to take industrial action 
against the closure of their depot that 
·ed to the delegate conference call for 

mtdiatly with the strike . 
Upton Park were joined by a 

number of other garages in a one, and 
in some cases a two-day strike, as a 
show of solidarity and a warnmg to 
management that the workers mean 
business . 

garage -.vere 80 per cent solid behind 
the strike before even holding their 

It is clear rhar the feelin2: amongst 
rank and file bus workers is that there 
must oe a battle against the introduc· 
tion of the "November Programme" . 

For thi s battle to be successful , the 
full reso urces of the TGWU must be 
put behind the wo rkforce. Int ense 
campai gn ing work must be conducted 
now to prepare for action if manage
ment goes ahead with the closure of 
Battersea and Walworrh garages on 2 

non cooperation. 

mass meeting. 
The unanimous vote for action was 

backed up by a1~ enthusiastic response 
to the request for ' fl ying pickets' to in
tercept buses from other garages which 
ran the same routes as Stam ford Hill. 

When management issued letters 
threatening suspension without pay 
fo r this action the workers hit back im-

Starnford Hill depot joined the two
day dispute with enthusiasm. The However, despite ,he fact that as ovember . 

Scottish and Newcastle brewery workers on strike in Manchester against imposition of working 
agreement inferior to that made with the previous owners Harp Lager . Photo : John Smith 

Birkenhead hospital 
WORKERS AT St Catherine's hospital 
in Birkenhead are fighting attempts to 
make substantial cuts in services. Gerry 
McKinley spoke to GMBA TU steward 
Chris Stonehouse after a mass meeting 
on Monday 14 October. 

MANAGEMENT ARE proposing to cut up 
to 90 bed~ from the hospital. This is just the 
latest cut which St Catherine's has faced . 
Already half the hospital has been knocked 
down and made into a car park . 

This cut will obviously mean job losses and 
could mean the beginning of the end of the 
hospital. Birkenhead has lost four hospitals 
in the last five years. 

The patients who would be moved would 
be psychiatric and geriatric cases. To some 
of the old people the hospital is their hotne . 
They have been there for years . 

The shock of being moved miles to a 
hospital and staff they don't know could kill 
some of them. 

Management say the hospital must lose 
beds in order to pay for the nurses' pay rise. 
They are just trying to divide the workforce. 

The ancillary workers' pay claim has not 
been settled yet. If we accept this cut they 
will come back for more jobs when the an
cillary workers ' claim is agreed. 

The mass meeting today was virtually 
unanimous in opposition to the cuts , an y 
plans to move patients or equipment will be 
met by a picket line. 

All staff will continue to work normally 
and materials will be allowed in, but we 
won't let anything go out. 

We need support from other trade unions 
to keep this picket line going. The local 
Trades Council have promised support and 
NUPE and G&M workers at the hospital 
where patients are due to be transferred have 
promised not to accept any transfers . 

We can win this dispute . A while. back 
Allied Medical were called in to investigate 
privatising all ancillary services. Staff were 
out for 48 hours solid and we forced manage
ment to drop their plans. We can do it again . 

Resolutions and other forms of support to: 
Chris Stonehouse, c! o GMBATU 196, St 
Catherine's Hospital, Church Road, 
Birkenhead. 

Dockers and seamen 
support Silentnight 

SILENTNIGHT st rikers 
from Sutton, West 
Yorkshire, and Bar-
nolds\\ick, Lancashire, join
ed with other activists to 
disc us~ their st rike an d the 
ideas of Ma rxi sm at a 
meeting last week. 

Steve Davison of Keighley 
Trades Council , Andy Flem
ing of Houghton Main 
NUM, and Gerry Cumiskey, 
an FT AT shop steward from 
S ilentnight, stressed the 
determination of workers to 
fight back against the Tories 
and their anti-union 
legislation. 

These Tory laws have 
enabled Silentnight bedding 
company to sack 500 people 
for taking official strike ac
tion over management 's 
breach of a wage agreement. 

Pressure is growing for 
further action from union 
and labour leaders. The lob
by of the Labour party con
ference in Bournemouth by 
Silentnight strikers got a lot 
of publicity. 

Many Labour MPs have 
pledged their support and in
tend to move a debate on the 
Silentnight strike when 
Parliament starts again after 
the summer recess. 

Labour MP for Liverpool 
Broadgreen, Terry Fietc:r§ 
paid a special visit to the 
picket line at Barnoldswick 
last week and spoke with 
strikers in the pouring rain. 

He was warmly applaud
ed when he made a rallying 
speech, along with other 
Labour Party members who 
had arrived on the party's 
campaign bus. 

Dockers at a number of 
ports are now blacking raw 
materials destined for 
Silentnight. 

At Hartlepool, timber has 
been blacked, as a result of 

strikers going there and put
ting their case to the 
dock workers direct!~· . 

The ~ational Un ion of 
Seamen are giving full 
assi stance. NUS general 
secretary, Jim Slater, told 
Silentnight strikers in 
Bournemouth that they were 
the best-organised group of 
lobbyists he had seen at 
confert>nce. 

er net Segmore-
interview on page 13. 

The example set by or
dinary rank and file trade 
union members at Silent
night must surely convince 
the FT AT leadership that 
any actions they initiate will 
be taken up with enthusiasm. 

The local branch (Craven
dale no 92) unanimously 
voted to donate £5 from 
their hardship fund to the 
Militant Defence Fund, in 
recognition of the help given 
to strikers. 

Please send donations 
direct to: FT AT Cravendale 
no 92, Branch Strike Fund, 
cl o Ann King, 10 Rainha/1 
Crecent, Barnoldswich, Col
ne, Lancashire. 

By Limien Stafford 
(Skipton Labour Party) 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS 

Rebuild pit closure resistance CPSA 
leaders 
sabotage 
dispute THE PRESS and the 

media have been 
celebrating recent votes 
in the coalfields to shut 
pits and accept redun
dancy. 

Many miners have been 
stampeded into closure votes 
by mangement intimidation 
and fear of losing benefit en
titlement due to non
payment of contributions 
during the 12 month dispute. 

These fears have been 
built up by the press cam
paign itself. They are col
laborating, as they did 
throughout the strike, with 
the Coal Board and the 
Tories to create an at
mosphere of panic and con
fusion in the coalfields. 

But their temporary suc
cess is now in the process of 
being halted. • 

St. John's NUM in South 
Wales, who have fought a 
brilliant campaign against 
closure, were first to throw 
a spanner in the works by 

voting 6.00Jo to 40% to con
tinue the battle. 

The lodge had created the 
St John's and Community 
Action Committee after the 
threat of closure was 

_4>riginally announced. 
This initiative was follow

ed by Darfield Main in 
Yorkshire and now Bold 
Colliery have followed suit 
and set up their own Com
munity Action Committee. 

It is clear that rank-and
file miners have learned 
many · lessons from the 
'84/85 strike-not least of 
all the necessity of self
organisation at grass roots 
level. 

In the face of the press 
onslaught, which has picked 
up on the genuine fears and 
misgivings of ordinary 
miners, no lead whatsoever 
has come from the area or 
national leadership . 

Arth~r Scargill has made 
calls for opposition to 
closures but he appears to 
have a less firm hold on the 

Yorkshire campaign 
IN THEIR attack on north 
Yorkshire pits, the National 
Coal Board have now 
threatened to close 
Houghton Main colliery . 

Management and unions 
from Hough!on Main were 
called to a meeting with the 
Board this week. T h.ey were 
told that •anless the pit show
ed a profit within six months 
it would be closed. 

Nearby Cortonwood is to 
close, Darfield Main is-under 
threat-if Houghton Main -
goes too this area of Nort h 

Yorkshire, in particular 
towns like Wombwell, will 
be devastated. 

Meanwhile the fight to 
save Darfield Main goes on. 
At a meeting of Houghton 
Main NUM £42 was col
lected for the Darfield Main 
and Community Action 
Committee, formed to fight 
the clo~·ure. The Action 
Committee can be contacted 
through M. Marshall, 17 
Rif1!ingon · -~6ad, Barnsley, 

- o r telepho~1e Barnsley 
757704. (See ail page 14). 

national executive than dur- -o 
ing the strike. 15 

What is needed is a clear , ~ 
thought-out strategy for 5-
linking up those pits under 5 
threat and offering a united (/) 
front against the NC:B. ~-

There is no way now for :::r 

the leadership to manoeuvre. .,., 
They must face up to the r:: 
crisis of the industry. 

The stand of St John's, 
Darfield, Bold and others is 
timely. It has lifted the 
morale of miners throughout 
the coalifield-despite the 
silence of the press on these 
developments. 

The fighting spirit of these 
workers is a testimony to the 
spirit of the miners when 
provided with decisive 
leadership. 

It can escape no one that 
this form of leadership finds 
its initial roots in the ranks 
of the Marxists within the 
NUM. Supporters of Mili
tant have been to the 
forefront of the struggles of 
St. John's and Darfield in 
particular. 

However, these collieries 
cannot guarantee victory if 
they are left to stand 
alone-no matter what 
calibre of branch leadership 
they may have. 

The building of a mass, 
open, democratic Broad Left 
in every Area of the British 
coalfield is an absolute 
necesity to link up those pits 
in struggle and to pull the 
rest of the membership 
behind them. This is a task 
rank-and-file activists must 
now undertake . 

By Chris Herriot 
(sacked miner , 
Monktonhall) 

Tens of thousands of miners and their families made enormous 
sacrifices during the strike to halt pit closures. That struggle con
tinues. Out of their experience a new, successful , campaign can 
be launched. 

Manchester school strike 
THE SO-called 'graffiti strike' at Poundswick 
school in Manchester has aroused much emo
tion on all sides, but this, and the ambiguous 
slogan 'Save Our Standards' has obscured the 
important issues the dispute raises. 

The incident started when 
five pupils were suspended at 
Poundwick for allegedly 
painting obscene racist and 
sex ist slogans about certain 
teachers on the school wall. 

The school governors ex
pelled the pupils. Following 
this the Council's Education 
Committee overuled the 
decision, insisting the pupils 
be reinstated. 

Since then teachers at the 
school have walked out. 
Other teachers in· Man
chester supported them in a 
big demonstration on Friday 
4 October. More action is 
planned, wi th unprecedented 
actio n from head teachers. 

By Jane Briars 

Whatever the rights and 
wrongs of the present inci
dent the feelings of the 
teachers reflect the ever 
wo rsening situation in the 
classroom, which cannot be 
ignored. 

Tory cuts mean that 
teachers have to cope in over 
crowded classes and all the 
frustration and reactions of 
youth to mass unemploy
ment and poverty. It also 
means that much of what 
they teach is irrelevant to 
youth who see litt le hope of 
a job. 

Left wing councillors nd 
their families have been 
persecuted by the press, 
To~ies and right-wing 
LaboLtr Councillor for trying 
to act !n the interests of 
justice. 

Teachers L're justified in 
their anger at 1:0t being ful
ly consulted by the council. 
But also, guilty or not, the 
five pupils' future has now 
been damaged . 

The particular problem 
concerned must be resolved 
with full consultation of all 
concerned and guidelines 
laid down for the future, 
with councillors, school 
staff, parents and pupils 
having a say in decision 
making in schools. 

Local Authorities should 
lea~n from Liverpool Labour 
Council which has begun to 
tackle the problems in 
education. 

GEC sit on cash and sack workers 
GEC Telecommunications have declared 
almost a thousand redundancies in its 
Telephone Switching Group (TSG). 600 are 
to go in Coventry and 340 in Kirkcaldy. 

If these go ahead it will mean that TSG's 
workforce has dropped from 7,500 to 6,000 
in eighteen months. The unions also expect 
redundancies in other divisions of the 
company. 

GEC has high profits and still has a good 
order book for System X. The real issue is 
that new technology in the hands of the 
bosses is used to replace jobs not shorten 
hours. 

A joint union stand against redundancies 

is the best defence for workers. Action must 
be taken to make the company withdraw the 
redundancy threat. Re-training, redeploy
ment and ending overtime working are im
portant but GEC should also use its £1,500 
million cash moun 'ain to invest and create 
jobs. 

If they refuse GEC should be nationalis
ed by the next Labour government so that 
the many skills of the workers can be used 
for the benefit of society. 

By Phil Holifield 
(ASTMS GEC 120 branch committee, 

personal caoacity) 

In some of Liverpool 's 
schools the teacher pupil 
ratio is as low as 1: 13. The 
curriculum has been made 
more relevant to the lives of 
youth and their problems in 
consultation with pupils , 
teachers and parents . 

Racialism, which must be 
stamped out, will not go 

away by expulsion . In Liver
pool special staff are ap
pointed in each school to 
tackle problems of racialism, 

sexism and social problems. 
Problems like this will 

always arise under 
capitalism, where services 
are ever being cut, and socie
ty is run in the interests of 
the rich. 

Only with a socialist 
Labour government bringing 
society under the control of 
the working class will these 
problems be fully resolved 
and a decent and full educa
tion provided . 

Shipyard victory 
SWAN HUNTER strikers at Wallsend have ended 
their seven-week dispute. They have successfully 
defended working conditions which were under at
tack in preparation for a management buy-out when 
the yards are privatised. 

Management have abandoned the demand for 
foremen to have the right to suspend and discipline 
workers. They have also accepted that the condi
tions make it impossihle for the men to take tea
breaks on board ship. 

The strike has given the workers confidence in 
their ability to resist attacks. Two to three hundred 
have been on each o! the picket lines at the four 
yards. 

There has been much diss~tisfaction with the at
titude of the union officials. National GMBATU 
officials seem to have been too busy attacking Liver
pool city council at Labour Party conference to get 
round to making the strike official. 

This is a major victory, especially in a depressed 
industry. But it is a defensive action which must be 
seen as as a battle won in a continuing war. 

By Lynne Collins 
(Wallsend Women's section) 

AFTER SIX weeks on strike 
for more staff, CPSA 
members at- llford DHSS 
voted on 8 October to 
negotiate a return to work. 

This difficult decision was 
mainly due to an implied 
threat by the right wing Na
tional Disputes Committee 
to declare the strike unof
ficial. But the "moderate" 
regional chair,person and the 
"Broad Left '84" regional 
secretary also did their best -
to isolate the strikers (see 
Militant 769) 

However, this should not 
be seen as a defeat, more as 
a curtain-raiser for London
wide action for more staff, 
as hammered out at a 
meeting of London CPSA 
DHSS office representatives 
on 12 October. 

Speaker after speaker at 
this meeting told of the hor
rors of working in the 
DHSS. 

Due to Tory staff cuts it is 
unbearable. 30 per cent of 
staff resign their jobs every 
year to go on the dole in 
some offices. 

In one office , some 
members of staff are 
undergoing psychiatric out
patient treatment as a result 
of working for the DHSS! 

It was agreed that 
London-wide strike action 
was necessary to win a real 
increase in staff in order to 
make working conditions 
bearable. 

A one-day strike is plann
ed for 8 November to kick 
off the campaign. 

It is hoped to build for all
out action by the end of 
November with DHSS Sec
tion Executive Committee 
members going to all local 
DHSS offices to explain the 
campaign and build up 
support. 

By Dave Spagnol 
(CPSA, personal capacity) 

Crossland 
Filters 
Nottingham 
200 T&GWU members at 
Crosland filters in Not
tingham joined the picket 
during their one day strike 
on Wednesday 9 October. 

Only four regular workers 
went in on the main shift out 
of 250. Only 30 out of 100 
went in on the twilight shift. 

Three-quarters of the 
workforce at Crosland 
Filters are on £80 per week 
before stoppages . Bonus ear
nings are between £I .12 and 
£2.50 a week for those on it. 

The 6 Y: per cent offer 
with 0. 7 per cent on the 
bonus did not even match 
the 8 per cent given to a 
recent ly acquired firm never 
mind the 17 Yz per cent 
claim. 

Management claimed they 
had no money during the ten 
week negotiations. Three 
days after their third meeting 
they announced a sponsor
ship deal with Nottingham 
Panthers Ice Hockey team 

If management do not 
make an acceptable offer 
then further action will be 
taken . 

John Stanley TGWU 
shop steward spoke to 

Gary Freeman 

--
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• 
ortes 

THE GOVERNMENT are discussing how to cut 
government spending. They only have one real op
tion in mind-hit the poor. 

As NUPE leader Rodney Bickerstaffe pointed 
out at Labour's conference the Tories want to 
inade the rich work harder by paying them more 
and make the poor work harder by paying them 
less. 

To subsidise possible tax 
cuts for the wealthy, the 
Tories are preparing to 
sacrifice those on child 
benefits, unemployment 
pay, supplementary benefits 
and housing benefits . 

The Sunday Telegraph (13 
October) reports that even 
after selling off more state 
assets, they will still need 
massive cuts. 

The Social Services 
Secretary, Norman Fowler 
has already given us an 
unpleasant whiff of what is 
in store with his review of the 
pensions . and benefit s 
system. 

Government 
cover up 

Fowler's vague an
nouncements did not specify 
where cuts would fall. But a 
Labour MP Gordon Brown 
recently filled in some of the 
missing details, from govern
ment papers which Fowler 
didn't want made public. 

Hardly surprising! Sup
plementary benefit will 
shortly be called the Income 
Support Scheme. This inno
cent sounding name hides 
huge cuts. An estimated 
600,000 households will find 
that their income is not 'sup
ported' at all; they will lose 
all benefit. 

Nearly two million other 
household s will suffer. 
290,000 families will lose £5 
or more, 890,000 will lose 
from £2 .50 to £5 . This in
cludes a million pensioners, 
half a millior u n ·~mployed 

and 250,000 -ing k parents , 

sick and disabled people . 
Fowler's .advisers· also 
reckon 3,000 staff will 
become surplus to require
ment and therefore 
themselves join the dole 
queue . 

Family Income Supple
ment (FIS) which helps the 
low paid keep their children 
adequately fed is to· become 
the Family Credit Scheme. 
20,000 families now on FIS 
will get absolutely no 'credit' 
and a further 100,000 
families, a third of 
claimants, will lose £5 or 
more a week. As it is, only 
60 per cent of the people 
eligible for FIS take up their 
rights. 

Housing benefit is already c: 
facing cuts. On 25 ~ 
November a million ~ 
households, tenants and 
owner occupiers, 400,000 of ~ 
them on supplementary & 
benefit, will lose out. £1.60 
could be chopped from your 
housing benefit if you have 
young people, unemployed , 
disabled or pensioners living 
with you . This was not in 
Fowler's package announc-
ed in the House of Com
mons . The government aims 
ir. all to make 7 million 
households lose out, a 
quarter of them being com
pletely taken off benefit. 

Other attacks are likely on 
widows' pensions, materni
ty allowance and death 
grant. This August, the cen
tral heating addition claim
ed by over a million 
households was scrapped, 
giving a choice to many peo-

Portuguese elections 
Page 11 

After the riots, 
Tottenham and 

Brixton 

• 

International Review 
Number 30 

Autumn 1985 price SOp 

THE AUTUMN 1985 issue of the Militant International 
Review is now on sale. Articles on: prospects for the next 
Labour government, South Africa, Lebanon, science 
report, economic notes, Austria 1934, book reviews on 
the miners' strike and the soldiers' strikes of 1919. Also 
the second part of Alan Woods' history of Bolshevism. 

MAKE SURE you get your copy of the new issue. Price 
80p plus 20p post and packing from : Militant Intern
ational Review, 3- 13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB . 

Cheques payable to World Socialist Books _ 

Stop press ... Stop press ... 

"We shall protect the poor and those 
most in need of help" Mrs Thatcher March 
1984. The sick and disabled will suffer more cuts . 

A CANVASS in Liverpool Garston revealed an astonishing 
78 .5% support for Labour. Labour Party members ask
ed 288 people how they would-vote in an election. 219 
said Labour, 15 Alliance, 15 Tory and 39 cfon't know. 
In Netherley support was even greater. 

"They say it's only a little bit less, £ 1 
here or 50p there. Try telling that to the 
T esco check out'' Jean, single parent 
South London. 

''A sound family life lies at the heart of 
a healthy society" Tory document Right 
Approach 1976. 

pie this winter of heating or 
eating. 

This government has 
already presided over a big 
cutback in many benefits. 
But the unemployment 
figures, ever spiraling up
wards, have pushed up 
government spending. The 
Tories are now trying to 
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make the poor pay for the . 
inefficiency and inhumanity 
of their own system. They 
also want low benefits to 
create a climate of fear and 
encourage even lower wages 
for those in work . 

The Labour Party and the 
unions must campaign to ex
pose what the government 

are doing. The demonstra
tion called by the TUC fo r 
27 October must be the start 
of action, particularly in
volving the unions in the 
front line in the Social 
Security offices, to defend 
the services and s·taff 
threatened by the Tories. 
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TUC Rally 
* Demonstrate Sunday 27 
October. Assemble 11 am 
Jubilee Gardens, London SE1. 
March to Trafalgar Square. 
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