
SUNDAY'S TUC demon
stration against Murdoch 
will be the biggest :yet. The 
potential power of the labour 
movement will be displayed. 

By Andy Beadle 
(SOGAT '82) 

But t he assaul t on trade 
unionism in the printing industry 
continues with growing ferocity. 

The contrast between our poten
tial power and the bosses ' offensiw 
raises the question more sharply, 
however. of the response of the 
labour movement as the print 
barons queue up to attack their 
,,·orkers. 

THE LIVERPOOL labour move
ment has given its answer to the 
Labour right's threatened purge. 

The day after the last Labour 
1\ EC meeting at which the right 
hoped to expel 12 Liverpool ac
tivists , the Liverpool Labour Par
ty Temporary Co-ordinating Com
mittee held its first meeting. As 
chairman , it elected by 19 votes to 
eight Tony Mulhearn, president of 
the suspended District Labour Par
ty, and himself one of those facing 
possible expulsion. 

The meeting also passed a resolu
tion congratulating the seven ~EC 
members who refused to par
ticipate in the NEC's 'kangaroo 
court' and called for the recall of 
the DLP. 

The temporary body was set up 
by the NEC to replace the DLP 
that it has closed down till June. 
The aim was to reduce the in-

Well known 'socialist ' Robert 
Maxwell, after week's of 
hypocritical sniping at Murdoch 's 
'un-British' methods has sacked a 
thousand workers and su rrounded 
his Scottish printing plant with 
barbed wire (see page 15 for 
background). 

The unpredictable union bashing 
methods of Mad Max, as he's now 
known in Scotland, may have 
stampeded the unions into a deal. 
Details are unclear as we go to 
print. But any deal will undoubted 
ly involve job lo;;ses and open the 
way for Maxwell to demand fur
ther ' rationalisations' later. 

Express Newspapers in the past 
week have forced through 2,500 

fluence of Militant in the Liverpool 
party. particularly in the run-up to 
the May local elections. With just 
one delegate from each constituen
c~ part~· and from most trade 
unions. the manifesto and selection 
of candidates could han been in 
-the hands of an entire!~ 
unrepresentatin right-dominated 
body. 

Witch-hunt opposed 
At the meeting, however. it was 

obvious that the right's plan had 
failed. All the constituency 
delegates and many of the trade 
unionists were opposed to the 
witch-hunt. It appeared that na
tional official Joyce Gould, acting 
for the NEC, was looking for an y 
excuse to abandon the meeting. But 
after an hour's debate and a roll 
call of delegates, it was clear that 

Some of the organisations that have applied 
for delegates in the last few days include: 
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GMBATU - Washington, Gateshead. 

NUPE- St Bartholemews, Gateshead CentraL 

Wellington No.2, 

redundancies. 
Last week the Daily Telegraph, 

with a new plant in docklands near 
completion called for 'substantial' 
staff reductions. 

The print union and TUC leader
sh ip must respond with a decisive 
call for action. The futu re of effec
tive trade unionism in the industry 
is at stake. 

It is not just job losses that are 
requi red. The bosses want to 
destroy the closed shop and to im
pose major changes in working 
practices. A return to the five day 
week, shorter holidays and longer . 
hours are just a few of the past 

the majority of unions had sent 
delegates, and she had to continue. 

But then a vote had to be taken · 
about whether officers should be 
elected. As it was the first meeting 
of this body, almost everyone pre
sent took it for granted that this 
would be done. Joyce Gould again 
objected, but from the chair she 
allowed it to be put to the vote. On
ly four hands were raised in 
opposition. 

Elected were Ted Mooney from 
Walton CLP as treasurer, Phi! 

·Rowe, West Derby, as secretary 
and as vice-chairmen- Mike Carr, 
TGWU, and Tony Hood, Labour 
Group secretary. 

Now the right is complaining 
that at the meeting nominations for 
officers were taken from the floor, 
rather than in writing from the 
various affiliated organisation. But 
this temporary body is only suppos-

NUR - Bedford No. 1, Bristol Maintenance LDC 

AUEW -Derby No.3, Manchester S. District 

Committee, Stoke Newington. 

USDAW - London Metropolitan. 

UCW - Padington No.3 

UCATT - Birmingham No.3, Leeds. 

COHSE- High Royds 22 7. 

TGWU - 6/522 Liverpool. 

Waltham Forest Trades Council. Rother Valley 

CLP. 

ed to enjoy three months' lifespan. 
To now circulate the organisations 
(and several constituencies may not 
meet before the local elections) for· 
nominations to be taken in another 
month's time, could leave the tem
porary co-ordinating committee in 
limbo. probabl)' until after the May 
election day. 

Change the rules 
In any case, Tony Mulhearn had 

been nominated in writing in ad-

vance by Broadgreen CLP. 
Labour's right wing adopt the 

policy: if they cannot achieve their 
purpose within the rules, then 
change the rules. Dissolve local 
parties, change the quorum on the 
NEC to make expulsions easier, 
change the party constitution in 
October . The "'EC meets again on 
18 April to alter its quorum, and 
will then meet as early as possible 
in May, to 'try' the Liverpool 12 
again. 

Continued on page 3 
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Strike call in 
S.Africa 
A GENERAL strike 
throughout South Africa 
has been called for 16,17 
and 18 June, to mark the 
lOth anniversary of the 
Soweto uprising. 

A delegate conference 
of 1,500 representatives 
of school students, 
parents and teachers last 
weekend also backed rent 
strikes and consumer 
boycotts. 

The conference, called 
by the National Educa
tion Crisis Committee, 
also decided to call off the 
national boyco tt of 
schools, but resolved to 
organise "alternative 
education". "We are go
ing to run the schools " 
said Lechesa Tsenoli: 
''We are going to 
organise the syllabuses". 

Students 
School students have 

played a leading role in 
the confrontation with 
the police and army in the 
black townships . They 
have faced armed police 
in the certain knowledge 
that some of them are go
ing to get killed. It is right 
however, that they should 
not be left to bear the full 
force of the apartheid 
state repression . 

The conference agreed 
demands around which a 
broader movement can be 
mobilised to continue the 
fight against apartheid 
and the capitalist system. 
They demanded the 
release of all political de-

tainees, the withdrawal of 
troops from the 
townships and the 
legalisation of the Con
gress of South African 
Students. 

Thugs 
The conference 

delegates were forced to · 
defend themselves against 
attacks by thugs of the In
katha organisation led by 
right-wing black tribal 
leader Chief Buthelezi. 
Inktatha' s divisive actions 
in the Natal area include 
trying to reach agreement 
with a section of the white 
ruling class on some form 
of "self-government" for 
Natal. This would fall far 
short of the demand for 
one-person, one vote 
within a unitary state 
demanded by the United 
Democratic Front and 
supported by the mass of 
black workers . 

The June general strike 
is now set to become the 
biggest confrontation so 
far in the struggle against 
Botha's racist regime. By 
combining the fighting 
spi rit of the township 
young with the economic 
muscle of the workers 
organised in the Con
federation of South 
African Trade Unions, a 
unity can be forged which 
will bring about a non
racial soc iali st South 
Africa. 

By Pat Craven 

Fight against 
poverty wages 
NIGEL LAWSON'S so 
called help for the unem
p loyed in the budget is in 
fact a new attack on 
workers' wages. 

The Chancellor of the Ex
chequer decided to give 
funds to develop the Jobstart 
and Restart job creation 
pilot schemes into a single 
programme covering the en
tire country. He claimed that 
"these pilot schemes are 
a lready producing results". 

But according to the Man
chester Low Pay Unit, 
J obstart is a non-starter. The 
Restart scheme offers the 
long-term unemployed 'spec
ia l cou nselling' at the local 
Job Centres and help in 
'marketing themselves' to 
employers. 

Subsidy 
Jobstart it self gives £20 a 

week subsidy from the Man
power Services Commission 
(MSC) for six months if they 
take any job offer with pay 
below £80 a week. 

This is what Kenneth 
Clark e, government em ploy
ment spokesman, cal ls 
" making low paid jobs more 
attractive". 

The schemes are just 
a nother way of trying to 
guarantee the bosses an 
endless supply of cheap 
labour. That is probably 
how the u11employed in the 
pilot areas have seen it. Dur
ing the first three weeks on
ly ten people had taken up 

the job subsid y in the whole 
country. One subsidy taken 
up in Kirklees, Yorkshire, 
shows the hypocr isy of the 
schemes. The worker was 
paid £20 a week extra to take 
up a low-paid civil service 
job-it was running 
Jobstart! 

Preston 

In Preston, one of the nine 
original pilot areas , only 12 
people have taken up the 
schemes, although all the 
4,000 long-term unemployed 
had letters telling them of the 
schemes and saying they 
could have their benefit 
withdrawn for refu sing to 
co-operate. Alreadv three 
people in Preston ha\·e had 
benefit suspended just for 
refusing to go to the Job 
Centre inter\·iew. 

By Gail Tattersall 
(Withington LPYS) 

• Join the campaign 
against low pay called by the 
NW Regional Women's 
Committee. A demonstra
tion is being held in Man
chester on 31 May , assembl
ing at llam at All Saints. 

Last weekend's Labour Party Young Socialists' national 
conference elected Linda Douglas to Labour's NEC by a 
big majority. She is the first black woman ever to sit on 
the executive and has been elected because of her record 
in campaigning for black youth and is a supporter of 
Militant . 

Labour must 
winfulham 
LABOUR HAS the chance 
in Fulham to inflict a serious 
blow against the Thatcher 
government. There is a good 
chance that the Tories could 
finish third in the by-election 
on 10 April. 

Fulham is not just in
habited by the Chelsea set or 
young up-and-coming ex
ecutives. Since the Tories 
won the seat in 1979 
unemployment has gone 
from 4.5 per cent to 13 per 
cent. With 11,000 people on 
the council waiting list , it 
also has the worst record for 
families living in homes 
without bathrooms. 

Recent housing scandals 
involving the Conser
vative/ Liberal controlled 
local borough council have 
shown just how little these 
two Tory parties care for or
dinary people in Fulham. 

Liberal local councillors 
were embarassing the 
Alliance candidate by their 
initial support for the Tory 
Group's plan to privatise an 
old peoples' home complete 
with its residents. 

As for the TorY candidate, 

his employment at the Saudi 
Arabian Bank gives him a 
good insight into the pro
blems of the 25 per cent of 
Fulham's constituents living 
on council estates. 

Unfortunately, Labour 
candidate Nick Raynsford 
has done everything to 
distance himself from the 
left and Militant. One of his 
leaflets is headed: "Labour 
is dealing with the 
extremists". 

His main campaigning 
slogan seems to be 'Nick 
Raynsford lives here.' The 
youth campaign has been 
handed to a non-LP member 
from outside the constituen
cy, rather than to the LPYS. 

However a Labour victory 
in Fulham will be a boost to 
Labour activists around the 
country who are itching for 
the chance to defeat the 
Tories nationally. Militant 
supporters have been out 
campaigning for Nick 
Raynsford. 

By Jeremy Birch 

Chelsea fascists captured 

THE GLC and Metropolitan 
county councils are no more. 
The Tory government has 
carried out its threat to 
remove an 'unnecessary' tier 
of local government. The 
consequence for millions of 
workers will be higher rates 
poorer services, redundan.'. 
cies, and less democratic 
control. 

Hardest hit will bus 
passengers in South 
Yorkshire who are faced 
with an immediate rise of 
230 per cent in their fares. 
The maximum will rise from 
25p to 80p. Rates in Calder
dale are set to rise by 37.4 
per cent and in Bolton by 25 
per cent. In Merseyside, ac
cording to the county coun
cil's outgoing Labour leader, 
Keva Coombes, the new 
Merseyside Residuary Body 
" is going to cost the 
ratepayers more than any 
other of the residuary bodies 
because this area has the 
most problems". 

Only 30 per cent of the 
money formerly spent by the 
abolished councils will be 
taken over by the elected 
boroughs. The rest will be 
taken over by a hotch-potch 
of boards, quangoes and 
government departments. In 
the case of the GLC, its 
funct ions will be split up bet
ween no fewer than 80 dif
fe rent bodies. 

The GLC and the Met 
counties fai led to live up to 
the claims their Labour 
leaders often made for them. 
They devoted too much of 
their resources to public rela
tions rather than concrete 
improvements like the 
houses built by Liverpool Ci
ty Council. But their aboli
tion is undoubtedly a 
backward step, which will 
further expose workers and 
poor to a Tory government 
determined to make them 
pay for the failings of their 
economic system. 

LAST WEDNESDAY, 
seven Chelsea 'sup
porters' were arrested in a 
series of dawn raids. This 
was the culmination of 
operation 'Own goal' 
against organised football 
violence. 

Fascist li terature was 
found, along with an array 
of weapons, pointing to 
st rong links between violence 
on the terraces and extreme
right groups. They have long 
had an orientation towards 
footba ll , believing that they 
can gain mass support from 
the mainl y white working 
class youth who support 
football. Publically , their 
leaders deny this link , but as 
the Mirror points out: 
" Bulldog, the paper of the 
Young National 
Front ... carries back page 

'Plot' to kill 
anti-fascist 
GERRY GABLE , the 
publisher of the anti-racist 
magazine Searchlighr, has 
revealed a plot to have him 
murdered. It involved a Tory 
MP who approached a 
security firm with a view to 
taking out a 'contract' on 
Gable under which the firm 
wou ld abduct, in terrogate 
and 'deal with' him. 

An emplovee of the securi 
ty firm contacted a national 
newspaper and the police 
were informed. Yet no ac
tion has been taken against 
any of those alleged to be in
volved in a conspiracy to 

commit murder. Scotland 
Yard commented that the 
case was "a very emphatic 
' do not discuss' ." 

The reluctance of the 
police to act is com
plemented by a reluctance by 
Fleet Street to report this 
sensational news. Only the 
Guardian and Mirror 
reported the story on Satur
day 29 March, and they have 
not followed it up. 

Searchlight has done 
much to reveal the links bet
ween fascist groups and the 
ruling class. 

reports headed 'on the foot
ball front' .. . Und er 
headlines like : "Racist 
' louts', are alive and kick
ing", the paper revels in it s 
reports of violence" . 

Racism 
For a time, clubs like 

Chelsea , West Ham United 
and Leeds United became 
synonmous with fascist ac
tivity. It was 'fashionable' to 
be 'NF', jeer and swear at 
black players. When Paul 
Canonvile, the black Chelsea 
winger was pi cked for 
the first team, the club ap
parently received a stream of 
racist hate mail and one 
envelope even had razor 
blades along its edge. 

The last few years have 
seen man y more young 
blacks attending games, and 

at Arsenal, Spurs, and now 
even West Ham , you can see 
hundreds of Black and Asian 
youth mixing in with whites. 
This multi-racial following is 
reflected on the .pitch. 

The Tories and their press 
hypocritically condemn the 
trouble caused abroad by 
these politically motivated 
thugs . But the patriotism 
and flag waving of the press , 
including the racism of 
papers like the Sun, en
co urages nati o nali st and 
racist feeling amongst some 
white youth . The fascists 
breed on this 'official' 
racism co upled with the ef
fects of ' no-hope' Thatcher' s 
Britain. 

By John Viner 
(Arsenal supporter) 

Militant Rally 
Sheffield City Hall 

Derek Hatton Peter Taaffe 
Monday 14 April Film 6.30pm 
Speakers 7 .30pm +'Moaning Minnies' 

May 
Day 
Greetings ~ 
We invite your organisation to place May Day greetings 
to the labour and trade union movement in Militant. Mili
tant is read by thousands of labour movement activists 
in Britain and internationally . 

Send your greetings of solidarity with the labour move· 
ment . Help build a paper that fights for socialism. The 
closing date for copy is 22 April. 

Prices. Semi-display 3 column centimetres £6 . 6 Col
umn centimetres £12. Display 1/16th page £20 . 1/Sth 
page £30, 1/4th page £60. Cheques to Militant 
Publications, 3/13 Hepscott Road. London E9 5HB. 



LAST WEDNESDAY'S meeting of the Labour Par
ty National Executive Committee to hear charges 
against 1 2 party members from Liverpool ended in 
confusion. Seven committee members left the 
meeting in a protest at the flagrant disregard of the 
twelve's democratic rights. The NEC was left 
without a quorum. 

"I WAS presented with two 
sets of charges, the first 
alleging my 'membership' of 
Militant, the second, 
numbered from (A) to (Z) 
and (aa) to (11), dealing with 
the Liverpool District 
Labour Party. 

"The first set included 
allegations that I worked 
full-time for Militant, wrote 
an article in it, spoke at a 
meeting, let my name be us
ed on a leaflet , and moved a 
resolution on the DLP ex
ecutive which "rejected the 
charge that the DLP, or for 
that matter, the Militant 
Tendency, has ever been 
associated with violence or 

. hooligan tactics". 

"Before being called into 
the NEC we had to go 
through the charges and 
decide in the light of the 
judge's ruling, which we 
would answer. 

"I and the friend I was en
titled to bring along were 
called away to a separate 
waiting room. Three times 
we were then called to the 
NEC room, only to be told 
to go back as they were still 
not ready. Finally we were 
admitted and sat at a table 
surrounded on three sides by 
the NEC members. 

"The general secretary 
Larry Whitty announced 
that they were dropping the 
charge relating to working 

LYNN WALSH looks at the judgement of the High 
Court which revealed the way in which the NEC 
was breaching the requirements of 'natural justice' 
and FELICITY DOWLING, the first and in the event 
the only one of the twelve to appear before the 
NEC, describes what happened. 

full-time for Militant. On the 
second list they were pro
ceeding only with charges 
(C), (D), (J), (K), (N), (T), 
(U) (bb)- (hh) and (ii) - (11). 
They would be relying only 
on written evidence and the 
majority report of the com
mittee of inquiry. I challeng
ed the use of this report in 
the light of the judge's rul
ing and asked for time to 
withdraw in order to sort out 
the papers in view of the 
revised list of charges. 'This 
is a farce' I heard a loud 
voice declare. 

"All the paper-work fill
ed a carrier bag. It was total
ly unreasonable to expect 
me to sort it out that quickly. 

quickly. 
"Fifteen minutes later, we 

returned to the NEC room 
only to be told to go away. 
We did not see the walk-out 
and did not even hear about 
it until half an hour after it 
happened. Only when Joyce 
Gould, a party official, came 
to the waiting room and told 
us that 'we are not going 
ahead today' did we know 
that the hearing was 
suspended. I had to return to 
the NEC room to collect my 
jacket. As I entered Neil Kin
nock was in full flood, until 
forced to a stumbled halt as 
he saw me enter the room. " 

By Felicity Dowling 

Tony Benn and Eric Heffer emerging from the NEC meeting after they, and five others, refused t o take part when t he right to ~xamine 
evidence was refused t o Felicity Dowling , one of the twelve on ' trial' . -

Swansea television spy 
brings Militarit support 
AFTER WEEKS of 
snoo ping and spying, 
Michael Crick of Channel 
Four News "exposed" an 
a lleged Militant branch 
meet ing at Swansea last 
week. 

Crick's so-called 'evid
ence' comprised a fil m of 
some dark shadows entering 
a house and an incom
prehensible tape recording 
wh ich could be anyone , 
anywhere, at any time. The 
alleged Militant letter , 
reproduced in the blacklisted 
Times , could also have been 
written by any imaginative 
journalist of Crick's calibre. 

The remarks of chief pro
secuto r Dean Nelson wi ll be 
treated with the contempt 
they deserve. This disaf
fected Militant supporter is 
finishing at Swansea univer
sity this term and hopes to 
get a career in journalism by 
ingratiat ing himself with 
Channel Four news 
reporters. All Nelson 's ac
cusations have been made 
time and time agai n by the 
right-win g witch-hunters in 
Swansea over the past few 
years, and have been con
sistently deni ed by Militant 
supporters . 

This iatest fairy story, for 
which Nelson was un
doubtedly well paid , is in 
reality old news. The right 
wing may use this 'evidence' 
fo r fu rther attacks but most 
workers in Swansea will be 
more concerned about the 18 
per cent unemployment in 
the city, cuts in their living 
standards and getting rid of 
Thatcher rather than worry
ing about an alleged meeting 

of a dozen or so people. 
The publicity surrounding 

this national exposure cer
tain ly hasn't done M ilitant 
any harm in Swansea . Paper 
sales were doubled in the ci
ty centre on Saturda-y with 
several new Labour Party 
members being signed up 
over the weekend. 

By Alec Thraves 

TGWU Cardiff witch-hunt 
A BRANCH of the 
Transport and General 
Workers' Union in Cardiff 
(No 4/ 264) is now preparing 
for action against Militant. 

Its members, who are 
largely full-time officials of 
the union, have passed a 
resolution saying that they 
will deny Cardiff South and 
Penarth Labour Party access 
to Transport House for 
meetings if it co ntinues to 
allow "active Militant sup
porters to attend GMC and 
EC meetings". 

All correspondence from 
this branch is sent to Wales 
regional secretary and arch
witch hunter George Wright. 
The resolution further calls 

on the Labour Party to " ex
clude from membership An
drew Price, Dianne Mitchell 
and Dave Bartlett." 

And rew Price com
mented: "The Cardiff South 
Labour Party has to my 
knowledge met for well over 
20 years in Transport House, 
Cardiff. The behaviour of 
TGWU officials is nothing 
short of biackmail against 
the local party and a crude 
attempt to bulldoze them in
to further expulsions." 

He has written to Neil 
Kinnock and Ron Todd to 
protest. 

By a Militant reporter 

Mansfield 
victory · 

THE RIGHT-dominated Ex
ecutive of Mansfield 
l abour Party has been . 
ordered (2 April) by the 
High Court not to go ahead 
the following day w ith e x
pul s ion proceed ing s 
agains t five members of 
the Gene ra l Committee. 

The five took legal action 
after four of them had been 
unconst it utionally exclud
ed fr o m an Ex e cutive 
meeting, which made it 
clear that they would not 
get a fair hearing . The 
court ruled in their favour 
on the grounds that the EC 
had itself breached the 
rules, and the EC is now 
barred from going ahead 
with the disciplinary action 
on the basis proposed. 

• 
ROTHER VALLEY Consti
tuency Labour Party, where 
Neil Kinnock's private 
secretary Kevin Barron is 
MP, has passed resolutions 
opposed to the witch-hunt 
and opposed to expulsions of 
five members in neighbour
ing Attercliffe. 

'UNPRECEDENTED' 
was the High Court 
judge's comment on the 
procedure proposed by 
the right wing of 
Labour's National Ex
ecutive Committee for the 
expulsion hearings on 26 
March. 

Far from involving minor 
breaches of the rules of 
natural justice-the legal 
form ula for a fa ir hearing
the fo rm of hearing offered 
to the twelve Liverpool 
Labour Party members was, 
in the court's view, 
'manifestly unfair'. 

This decision, which 
upheld nearly all the points 
in their application to the 
court , fully vindicated the 
twelve's description of the 
hearing as a 'show trial '. The 
judge's sweeping condemna
tion of the procedure also 
justified the decision of the 
seven left-wing NEC mebers 
to walk out when the right 
attempted to go ahead after 
on ly minor modifications. 

The fundamental objec
tion to the right wing's ap
proach was that the twelve 
accused , despite promises to 
the contrary , had never been 
given even an out line, let 
alone been shown the det ai ls 
of the evidence against them. 

The judge clearly found it 
hard to believe that it was 
proposed that at the hearing 
the general secretary would 
read out the charges, refer to 
the few scraps of documen
tary evidence, and report the 
fact that evidence had been 
g iven in confidence
without even outlining what 
it was. 

Excluded 
The court also ruled that 

the eight members of the in
quiry team should be exclud
ed from the hearing because 
most of them had clearly 
already made up their minds 
on man y of the charges, and 
it was impossible to believe 
that they could take unbias
ed decisions on individual 
cases. 

The judge also strongly 
criticised the fact that some 
of the charges relied on alleg
ed 'admissions' made to the 
inquiry team , while (except 
in one case) no transcript s 
had been made available. 

The court undoubtedly en
visaged that the hearings 
would be postponed to take 
account of the judgement, 
but Larry Whitty immediate
ly a nnounced that they 
would carry on the next day. 

The NEC was attempting, 
in effect, to carry on its show 
trial with only token changes 
in the procedure-to give the 
appearance of complying 
with "natural justice". The 

Liverpool 
(Continued from 

page one) 

Whatever the electora l 
consequences for the Fulham 
by-election or the council 
elections, of a Labour Party 
plunged into internal war
fare, the right wing believe 
Militan t must be attacked. 
They are obsessed with the 
witch-hunt . 

Where will the purge stop? 
New threats are being made 
to withdraw the whip from 
MPs Dave Nellist and Terry 
Fields. Unanswered rumours 
abound of Kinnock's sup
porters organising to try to 
get Tony Benn and Eric Hef-

walk-out of the seven NEC 
members was not a 
manoeuvre, but an entirely 
justified refusal to accept the 
continuation of a 'manifest
ly unfair' hearing. 

When the first of the 
twelve, Felicity Dowling, 
went in she was told verbal
ly that some of the charges 
were dropped. Although 
some charges based purely 
on 'oral evidence given in 
confidence' were apparently 
dropped, others remained 
wh ich relied on sections of 
the Majority Report which 
are merely assertions based 
on the very same confiden
tial evidence-and therefore 
equally invalidated by the 
court ruling! 

Witnesses 
The judge also said that 

on some issues of fact it 
might be necessary, to meet 
the requirements of a fair 
hearing, to call a witness. 
How could this have been 
done, without forewarn ing, 
on the 26th? Where the 
charges and evidence were 
complex, as they obviously 
were in the cases of the DLP 
officers, it would also be 
proper for those charged 
to have legal representation 
or advice at the hearing, the 
judge ruled . Again, this 
could not have been arrang
ed at a day' s notice. 

After the NEC hearing 
was abandoned, Neil Kin
nock made numerous TV 
appearances in which , 
wit hout admitting what the 
judge in fact ruled, he 
misrepresented the co urt 
decision as a minor crit icism 
of the NEC. He denounced 
the seven' s decision to leave 
the hearing as an 'irrespon
sible manoeuvre'. 

But it is the attempt to 
carry through a purge, to 
defeat one trend of opinion 
not through debate but 
through bureaucratic sup
pression, which is irrespon
sible . It is a disgrace that 
Labour Party members were 
forced to go to the courts as 
the only way of getting any 
kind of fair hearing, and that 
even now the majority of the 
NEC are refusing to comply 
in full with the court 
judgemeni. 

Respons ibility for the 
shambles on the NEC lies en
tirely with those who plan
ned a show trial of Liverpool 
socialists and class fighters. 
Labour's ranks must step up 
the pressure to defeat any at
tempt to carry on with a 
purge which can only play 
into the hands of Labour's 
enemies. 

By Lynn Walsh 

fer and miners' represen
tative Eric Clarke voted off 
the NEC, and replaced by 
witch-hunters. 

To Kinnockite MP Jack 
Straw, "This is Neil's 
Falklands, he will see it 
through to the end". 
Labour's right must believe 
that to win popular support 
they have to declare war on 
the party membership. 
Liverpool Labour workers 
have demonstrated their 
outrage at being considered 
the 'enemy within' by their 
national party leadership . 

Ordinary party members 
cannot allow the party to be 
torn apart, and the chances 
of ending Thatcher's reign 
jeopardised. The witch-hunt 
must be stopped . 
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THE Labour Party Young Socialists' 
National Conference thjs Easter was a 
cure for all pessimism about the future 
of socialism. The delegates and visitors 
were younger than ever, but many had 
already been blooded in action, in 
strikes, school strikes and other battles. 

LPYS members show their enthusiasm for Arthur Scargill's speech . 

CONFERENCE GOT 
off to a rousing start. 
Whistles and applause 
filled the hall when the 
Hull marchers opened the 
rally. 

These young marchers 
are making the same 
demands as the J arrow 
marchers did in I 936. 

After 50 years of 
technological advance, 
the bosses still can't 
guarantee jobs. So the 
proposal made to con
ference to organise a na
tional march, this time to 
the Labour Party national 
conference, was accepted 
unanimously. 

THE DIRE poverty of 
both Catholic and Protes
tant workers in Northern 
Ireland was brought out 
graphically at conference. 
Sunday's debate confirm
ed LPYS policy of 
building a non-sectarian 
party of labour in Nor
thern Ireland. 

Brian McDermott, frater
nal speaker from the Labour 
and Trade Union Group 
Young Socialists in West 
Belfast said: "I personally 
know of no one of my age 
group in my street who has 
a job. 

"Crime is rife and social 
conditions are appalling for 
youth. They end up standing 

ARTHUR SCARGILL 
held the attention of the 
audience as he spoke of 
the historic miners' strike, 
the 11,000 arrested, the 
7,000 injured (some so 
badly that they had to go 
on life support systems) 
and the 11 killed. 

He reiterated his utter 
condemnation of police 
violence during the strike 
and his refusal to con
demn miners defending 
their jobs. 

Seconds later, laughter 
filled the hall as he 
described some of the far
cical arrests and trials in 

around bonfires drinking all 
night- and of course West 
Belfast is notorious for joy 
riders. The security forces 
respond to ·this by shooting 
to kill. 

"There is continuous 
harassment. If you go past 
an army patrol, the first 
soldier will stop you and ask 
a lot of pointless questions. 
Then the next one will do the 
same. And the next. And the 
next. With 16 members of a 
patrol, it takes a long time to 
get to the end of your street! 

"I don 't want to live this 
sort of life , I want to change 
it. So I joined the YS. 

"Capitalism is no respec
ter of anyone's religion . In 
Protestant Rathcoole there is 

The high number of black and Asian 
youth, particularly young Asian women 
testified to the Young Socialists' 
campaigning zeal. The conference was 
the opportunity for Labour's socialist 
youth to show their talents and their 
understanding. 

the strike. He spoke of 
the miner facing im
prisonment for calling a 
policeman a "wanker" 
and the sto ry of the 
miners who built a 
snowman. 

Lack of support 
When they were 

ordered to move it by the 
local con stable, they 
'forgot' to inform him 
that they' d built it around 
a concrete post. So when 
he tried to smash through 
in his Land Rover , it was 
the vehicle which came 

75 per cent unemployment 
amongst heads of 
households. The Anglo-lrish 
agreement won't create jobs 
or give us decent wages and 
it won't create peace. It's 
just increased sectarianism . 

Class unity 
"The Labour and Trade 

Union Group have got a 
response with their class ap
proach · and have got trade 
union branches in Northern 
Ireland to pass sympathetic 
motions. 

"But the Labour Party 
leadership 's policy of bipar
tisanship is no help at all. 
They have just tail-ended the 
Tories." 

off worse . 
On a more serious note 

he criticised the lack of 
support from the TUC 
and Labour leaderships 
during the strike. He 
declared his absolute op
position to the witch
hunt, to thunderous ap
plause. "The next person 
in line could be you". In
stead the party should be 
out to get " the one in 
Number Ten". 

What an opening to 
conference! The Hull 
marcher summed up the 
feeling: "It's magic to be 
here". 

John Houston whose 
home is in Derry's Bogside 
said: "The state can murder 
both you and your children 
with total impunity . If you 
are a Catholic if you ask for 
your rights you are told you 
have no rights. 

"Every one of my mates 
has had their homes raided 
at least once. It is an every
day occurrence to have doors 
smashed down by masked 
men-usually around two 
o'clock in the morning. 

"There is only one way to 
end all this and that is by 
destroying the root cause, 
capitalism , and forming a 
united working class in Nor
thern Ireland ." 

SCHOOL STUDENTS at
tending the rally came away 
pledging to step-up the fight 
against the Tories in the 
classroom and on the streets. 

More than 100 young peo
pl e attended a schoo l 
students' fr inge meeti ng to 
hear Chris Boyle and Neil 
Coope r emp ha sise t he 
message "What we have 
won, we wi ll need to fight to 
keep". 

The meeting unanimously 
passed resolution calling on 
School Students' Unions up 
and down the coun try to 
build for protests and strikes 
on 2 May against the Fowler 
social security review, on the 
lines of the high ly successful 
one in Portsmouth recent ly. 

The meeting heard that 
the strike was called in sup
port of str iking students at 
Highbury Tee in Cosham 
and Port smouth Poly. 

Thousands were locked in 
their schools-but thousands 
of others climbed over walls . 
and struck in support of 
demands including "no" to 
YTS conscription and a 
guaranteed job at 18. 

Hundreds of strikers at
tended the strike rally with 
buses paid for by Poly 
st udents. School student 
Paul Davies called for 
unions to be formed in every 
school fightin g Fowler. 

There were speakers from 
th e Poly and from striking 
Sun printworkers. Many 
school students went on to a 
crowded Militant readers' 
meeting afterwards and the 
campaign is still continui ng 
with students demanding 
that any pupils expelled or 
suspended follo wing the 
strike be immediately re
instated. 

''Bu-ild direct -links'.' 

RAPTUROUS applause 
greeted Moses Mayekiso, a 
South African trade unionist 
as he addressed conference. 

The audience listened very 
attentively to him, showing 
the deep interest amongst 

. young people in Britain in 
the inspiring struggle of 
black workers in South 
Africa. 

Moses, chairman of the 
Alexandra Action Commit
tee and Transvaal secretary 
of the Metal and Allied 
Workers' Union (MA WU) 
has been frequently arrested 
and tortured for his activWes 
(see Militant 28 Feburary, 28 
March) . He graphically 
described the struggle and 
what workers wanted as a 
final result. 

He said: "The society we 
want in South Africa is a 
socialist one. As an exploited 
person in a factory I know 
that just by changing the 
skin colour of the govern
ment you are not going to 
help us. 

"We have seen in Zim
babwe and Kenya, blacks 
suppressing our brothers and 
helping multinationals ex
ploit ou·r people and our 
land. " 

Moses said in his union 
there was a "workers' 
leadership" in control. All 
posts from shop stewards to 
general secretary were 
elected each year, were sub
ject to recall by the member
ship and were paid a 
worker's wage. 

The most important task 
for the British labour and 
trade union movement was 
to build direct links with 
South African trade unions, 
he said. 

Echoing the sentiments of 
the magnificent LPYS ban
ner behind him urging links 
with COSA TU, Moses said: 
"We need these direct links 
with people like you-so the 
youth and not just trade 
unionists can keep in touch 
with the international 
movement." 
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Derek Hatton at the Labour Unity rally with Frances Curran, VS representative on the NEC, chair Andy Clachers and VS NC member 
Tony Wedlake , who is threatened with expulsion from the Labour Party. 

Hatton's challenge to Kinnock
"debate ideas in public" 
THE HIGHLIGHT of 
conference was Saturday 
night 's Labour Unity ral
ly. As Derek Hatton and 
other speakers entered the 
room the audience rose to 
its feet as one, clapping, 
whistling and roaring its 
welcome. 

The meeting had been in 
jeopardy as the NEC of the 
party had anticipated expul
sions of two speakers, Derek 
Hatton and Cheryl Varley 
(so much for a fair, unbias
ed inquiry) and refused to let 
them speak. But chairman 
Andy Clachers told YS 
members: "they've not been 

ALEX LA WTON, 
delegate from Andover 
LPYS in Hampshire at
tending the conference 
for the first time, said : 
" It 's been brilliant. 

"We brought six com
rades from Andover, four 
of us at our first con
ference, and we have been 
really ent hused. 

"I will definitely be go
ing next year-I wouldn't 
miss that for the world". 
Robert Halpin (Gravesend 
YS): 

" Pretty good . I thought I 
might learn somet hing. I've 
learnt one thing-Militanr 
isn't extreme. The best thing 
about conference is that 
Militant has the majority." 
J ulic Sharkey (16) Pentlands 
YS (Edinburgh) : 

"It's great, really good. 
Scargill was the best speaker 
I've ever heard-brilliant. 
Nobody's just sitting back 
here. They' re all ready to get 
out fighting." 
Rachel Salmon (Cardiff 
Central YS): 

expelled and we've got a 
quorum tonight! " 

Andy brought messages of 
support from MPs Dennis 
Skinner, Eric Heffer and 
Joan Maynard. As he in
trod uced the speakers Andy 
joked: "I believe we have a 
Channel Four reporter, but 
I' m not sure which one it 
is''. 

Key role 
Frances Curran was hail

ed by conference for her key 
role in the walk-out by the 
seven left-wingers at the 
NEC meetin g. She pin
pointed the victory . "It's 
been a momentous week for 

here-13 and 14 year aids
they're not going into this 
blindly . 

The YS is full of genuine 
working class people, and 
that's what I like a bout it." 
Simon Chapman (Not
tingham North YS) 

" It 's great that everybody 
is solid. You come here and 
it gives you inspiration. I'd 
have dropped out of the 
Labour Party if it hadn't 
been for the ideas of 
Militant. 

Marxists". 
When Derek Hatton 

rose, he was unable to speak 
for several minutes due to 
the deafening applause. 
Derek spoke of the scur
rilous attacks on the Marx
ists within the party and 
challenged Neil Kinnock to 
a public debate with the 
time, venue and chair of his 
choice. "Then the rank and 
file can decide what they 
want". 

He went on: "Intimida
tion has become a new word 
for democracy. If the right 
win a vote, its democracy, if 
they lose it's intimidation". 
Derek told NeB Kinnock: 

mentioned all over the te ll y 
and I got to know Militant 
supporters in Hounslow . 
where I live. It was through 
them that I heard abo ut the 
YS which I Joined about two 
weeks ae.o . 

"This~conference has been 
a real opportunit y to learn 
more about the YS and our 
programme to fight for a 
proper decent ly paid job for 
everyone''. 

"We want yo u to get into 
Number Ten almost as much 
as you do-but you must 
learn the lessons of how to 
get in." He gave the exam
ple of Terry Fields' cam
paigning victory in Liverpool 
Broadgreen. 

Most energetic 
Derek saluted the YS as 

representing the most 
energetic socialist campaign
ing youth organisation in 
Western Europe. "Kinnock 
and the NEC can never 
destroy the commitment in 
this hall , let 's go out and do 
our job". 

"It's inspired me to carry 
on fighting. I was getti ng 
bogged down with the witch
hunt and the UDM in 
Mansfield and it's great to 
find unity here. Expel us or 
not we'll win ." 
Neil Macdonald (Fulham 
LPYS): 

LINDA DOUGLAS of 
Vauxhall LPYS was easi
ly elected as YS represen
tative on Labour's Na
tional Executive (NEC) to 
succeed Frances Curran 
in October. 

It was clear that she 
managed to poll 126, the 
overwhelming majority of 
the votes because of the 
policies she stood on. It is 
a real step forward for the 
labour movement that the 
first black woman to 
se rve on the party':; 
governing body was 
elected as a socialist and 
not simply a token black 
woman candidate. 

Another Militant sup
porter from the West 
Midlands came second. 
The other three can-
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dictates between them got 
1907o of the vote. 

l Douglas . . . . 126 
M Meredith. . . . 68 
K Abrams. . . . . 37 
l Ferguson . ..... 1 0 
D Ackroyd ... . .. . 3 

Inspiration from 
Chile's workers 

THE INTERNA
TIONAL rally is tradi
tionally one of the most 
inspiring occasions of 
conference and this year 
was no exception. 

The rally heard of the 
hero ic struggle of Chilean 
workers and in particu lar the 
youth, against the fascist dic
tatorship of Pinochet. 

A graphic example of the 
torture carried out by the 
regime was reported in a let
ter from a worker who had 
undergone electric shock 
torture . 

Conference a lso heard of 

* Two visitors to the 
conference who were 
attracted by publicity 
locally were Bourne
mouth teenagers, Fran
cine Parlman (15) and 
Debbie Bridewell ( 17). 

Both said they hoped 
to go to their own YS 
branch next week so im
pressed were they by 
the conference. 

the dockers' strike earlier 
this year, where the dockers 
were defeated. A young 
worker who had lost 
everything in the strike re
counted: "Now I know I am 
a worker-a worker is 
so mebod y who has to strug
gle and fight because a 
worker has no alternat ive''. 

A report was also given on 
the work done by the 
Chile Socialist Defence 
Campaign during the year. 
Amongst other examples 
contacts have been establish
ed with dockers' groups. The 
rally concluded with a collec
tion which raised £7,540. 

Debbie, a nurse said: 
"I found it very in
teresting and en 
joyable". Francine said: 
"Arthur Scargill was 
one of the best speakers 
and Cheryl Varley was 
excellent. She was a 
really good speaker
she made everything so 
clear''. 

DESPITE THE fact that Militant was prevented from 
holding its traditional readers' meeting and that ' 
there was no formal appeal, visitors and delegates 
still contributed a magnificent £5,341 in the course 
of the weekend, showing the support of youth for 
the ideas of Marxism. "I was surprised to find so 

many young school students 

Michael Panton (West 
London): 

" I heard Militant being 
Alison McDonald (Mans
field YS): 

"It is really interesting to 
hear people recounting their 
own personal struggles. It 
has boosted my confidence 
to go away and build the YS 

in my area." •••••••••••••••••••••••'
1 
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MILITANT scarves made in · 
colours of your choice. Two 
colours (Red and yellow unless 
stated) writing lengthways . 
Two/three colours wr iting 
across width cost £5 each. £4 
each if five or more brought. 
Hats in tw o or three colours. 
£2 .30 each from Mick Fallon 
64 Woodbrook Avenue, Mi x
enden, Halifax , West 
Yorkshire, HX BPZ . 

High interest and good sales dividends 

CLASSIFIED 
1 5p per word, 
minimum 10 words. 

SEMI-DISPLAY 
£2 per column cen 
timetre. Three weeks for 
the price of two . Militant 
meeting ads free. 

All advertisement copy 
should reach this office 
by Saturday. 

BRISTOL EAST Marxist 
Discussion Groups Wednes
day 16 April Casino 
Economy-Will there be a 
crash? Further details ring 
Bristol 6 5031 8. 

NEWBRIDGE Marxist Discus
sion Group, every Monday 
7pm. Newbridge Miners In 
stitute , High St, Newbridge . 

CPSA LONDON BROAD LEFT 
disco , 7 .30pm , Saturday 5 
April , Florence Nightingale 
Pub, nr Waterloo Station. Ad
mission : £1 waged, 50p 
unwaged. 

FIGHT the Tories, not the 
socialists - 90 minutes 
cassette , highlights of the Lon
don anti-witch-hunt rall y. 
Features: T Mulhearn , D Hat
ton , P Taaffe , T Grant, etc. 
£1 .25 plus 25p postage from 
World Socialist Books , 3 /13 
Hepscott Rd, London E9 5HB . 

MILITANT collecting tins 
available from Fighting Fund 
department , 3 - 13 Hepscott 
Road , London E9 5HB. Cost 
£ 1 each or 7 5p each for order 
of 10 or more . Please send 
2 5p post and packaging (50p 
for bulk orders). 

DOVER Militant Discussion 
Group: Wednesday 9 Aprii 
Reform or Revolution? 
Wednesday 16 April - ls 
Russia Socialist? Wednesday 
23 Aprii - What is happening 
in the Labour Party? All 
meetings at 8pm . For further 
details (0303) 43541. 

MARXIST weekend sc hools 
1986. Northern: Leed s 7 - 8 
June. Midlands/South West 
Birmingham 14 - 15 June . 
London / South : Lond o n 
1 3 - 14 September . 

EXCHANGE for one week. 1 
May to 1 0 May . 3 bed roomed 
house in Ramsgate for flat or 
house in London for a couple . 
Contact 0303 43541 . 

COMRADE seeks flat/house 
share any area of London . Ring 
Debbie 767-7472 (evenings). 

A Charter for Woman Workers : So much was the suc
cess of The Charter that thousands of additional copies 
had to be produced-Get your copy now! Bulk order 
available from A Bannister, 55 Lunt Road, Bootle 
Merseyside L20 5EZ or single copies from World Socialist 
Books 3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. Price 40p 
& 15p p&p. 

"Militant fights back" meetings 
:-:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:::::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:·:·: ·: ·:·:::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::: 

ONLY PRINCESS Di and ' Fergie ' get as much attention from the 
press as Militant. There have been 1168 articles in the papers 
(not including TV and radio) since November, an average of ten 
a day. 

Since 1 January, people have had a chance to hear the truth , 
straight from the Militant ' s mouth . Nearly 200 meetings have 
attracted nearly 15,000 people; including the biggest Labour 
movement rallies for years! 

We list some of the forthcoming meetings below. Why not 
organise a meeting in your area? 

CARMARTHEN Militant Public 
Meeting. Monday 7 Apri l 7pm 
Carmarthen Library: Speakers: 
Alec Thraves 

WALES 

ROTHERHAM: Militant 
Reade rs Meeting. WEA room, 
Corporation Street (opposite 
Turf Tavern) Frid ay 4 Apri l 
7 .30pm. 

Wels h Region Labour Party confe rence-fringe meeting, Fr iday 
16 May. 

ls lwyn: Thursday 17 April, 8pm . Speakers : Derek Hatton and 
Peter Taaffe . Venue: Newbridge Comprehensive School . 

YORKS HIRE/HUMBERSIDE 

Halifax: Tuesday 1 5April, 7.3-0pm, AUEW Club St James 
Street. 

Doncaste r: Monday 7 April. Speake r: Cheryl Va rl ey. 

Leeds NW : Monday 7 April 7.30p m . Ralph Thoresby School. 
Holt Park centre, Leeds 16 . 

Sheffield : Monday 14 April. Speake rs: Derek Hatton and Peter 
Taaffe. · 

Scarborough: Thursday 10 April, 7.30pm . Eastfield Community 
Centre, Scarbo rough . 

Hull: Thursday 17 April, 7 .30pm, Restaurant La France, 
Beve rley Road, Hull. 

Beverley: Tuesday 22 Ap ri l, 7. 30pm , Moulders Arms Wilbart 
Road , Beverley. 

EASTERN 

Colchester: Sund ay 6 April, 7 .30pm. Speaker: Bob Edwards. 
Colc hes te r La bo ur Club. 

inqaba 
YA BASEBENZI 
Jour"lal of the Mcmdst Workers' T~n;.te n,~y 
of the A hi can Nation.al Conwess ·· 

THE ATTEMPT to drive 
Militant out of the Labour 
Party has created tremen
dous interest in the paper. 
Our extra sales show the 
potential to extend our net
work of sellers and readers. 

In the week leading up to 
the Edinburgh rally over 300 
extra papers were sold in
cluding 14 at Galasheils. We 
sold out of papers at the ral
ly itself. We were better 
prepared for the rallies in 
Newcastle and Birmingham 
with bigger stocks to hand! 

Sales in Merseyside, where 
we have had most publicity, 
give us a clue to the thinking 
of ordinary workers. They 
are growing, helped by the 
enthusiasm of our sellers. 
For example, after selling 18 
copies outside Leo's Super
market in Tuebrook on 
Saturday, our supporters 
went back again on Monday 
and Tuesday selling 15 and 
six. 

Two supporters decided to 
do a spot of door to door 

Workers' 
cash for 
a workers' 
paper 

TWO LETTERS show 
the growing support of 
working people for Mili
tant. Bill Wells a 
GMBA TU member from 
Cambridge wrote: 

" Please find enclosed a 
sm a ll donation (£2) , towards 
you r f ighting fund. I would 
se n d m o r e but I' m 
unem p loyed a nd onl y o n 
ha lf d o le at t he mo m ent 
(£ 15 .32 per week!) . 

" I never used to su.pport 
Militant, but it's o bvious 
tha t Kinnock is going so far 
t o th e right t ha t a d eterm in
ed left group ing wit hin the 
party is needed to com bat 
th is slide . 

" D o you have any 'fight 
the witch-hu nt' stickers or 
badges I cou ld b uy a nd sell? 
A lso do you have a 'W here 
we stand' leaflet or pamphlet 
I cou ld read? 

Resolutions 
"We recently passed a 

resolution against the witch
hunt in my GMBAT 
branch which will upset the 
lead ership (with luck!). Keep 
up the fig ht!" 

Graham Casey wrote on 
behalf of TGWU 6/643 
branch at Plessey L iverpool. 
This branch passed numer
o us reso lu t ions against the 
inquiry, against t h e suspen-

HAS YOU R area laid 
plans fo r a series of 
discussion groups as a 
'crash course' in Marxjsm 
for new readers? 

The Introduction to Marx
.·.·. ism pack (£2.50) , co n taining 
. . eigh t basic pa mphlets form 

· · · a n ideal basis for six weekl y 
:: or fort nigh t ly discussions on: 

OUT NOW. New edition of lnqaba ya Basebenzi , journal of the · · 
Marxist Workers' Tendency of the Af rican National Congress. :.:.: 

What Militant Stands For, 
The State, Is Russia 
Socialist, No rthern Ireland, 
A n lmroduction to M arxism 
and H ow will socialism be 
achieved? 

Price £ 1 plus 20p postage : Subscriptions £4 for fou r issues. Sur- ;:;::;: 
face mail -a ll cou ntries. £7 .90 airma il-all countries. Ord e rs from : ;;:::: 
lnqaba, BM Box 17 19 , London WC1 N 3 XX. .. 

Included are study no tes 
which provide a b rie f in-

selling in Esmond Street and 
sold 17 Militants and four 
What we stand for pamphlets 
in half and hour. In Mossley 
Hill a systematic approach to 
building paper rounds has 
borne dividends on the local 
housing estate . 

Enthusiasm 
The attack on Swansea 

sellers on Channel 4, 
although wildly inaccurate 
on many counts, did get at 
least one thing right- the 
local witch-hunt has en
couraged Welsh supporters 
to take the fight back to the 
right wing with a massive 
estate sales drive on the 
Townhills Ward estate. 

This has not only boosted 
the sales of Militant. It has 
produced many new ap
plicants to join Labour: 
something the right wing do 
not seem so keen on at the 
moment! 

By Gerry Lerner Selling Militant on the lobby of Walwo rth Road. 

flfJJHTING This week: 
£7,329 fUND 
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sion of LiYerpool DLP a nd 
against the witch-hum. They 
have given money to the Liv
erp ool cou ncillors ' fight 
against d isq ua li fication and 
surcha rge. T hey have now 
sent u s a very welcome £ 10 
for th e fight ing fund . 

We appeal to a ll sup
porters to follow these ex
amples and pass resolutio ns 
with donations a nd collec
tions . Take the petitions to 
your friends. workmates and 
neighbours. Go round yo u r 
estate, school or college. 

O ne supporter in Liver
poo l collected £7. 50 from the 
f rom page of his petition 
a lone . Another petitio n in 
Leices te r rai sed £19.42 . 

T h e read ers ' meetings 

troduction to the topics 
together with questions and 
s u ggestions for furthe r 
read ing . 

Fighting ~back 
L ocal e lect io ns a re on 8 

May in mos t a reas of the 
cou n try. This year n a tional 
iss u es, Live r po ol and 
Lambeth will be more pro
minent than ever before . 
Wha t is a M a rx ist strategy 
for Labo u r cou nci ls-how 
can they figh t t he cuts? 

S ugges ted reading: Liver
p ool Figh ts th e Tories 
(25p)-background to the 

Quarter ends 
30 April 

rai se la r ge s u ms. Th e 
m o nster ra llies in Ed in 
b u rgh, Newcast le and Birm 
ingham ra ised over £I ,000 
each . The Brixton meeti ng 
last week raised over £500. 
Local and estate meetings 
are just as important. 

Send in now! 
£85 cam e in fron Oxford, 

£42 Winsford, £25 Chester, 
£72 Wall asey, £62 Castle
fo rd. Collections at Scottish 
and Southern Labour con
ferences respectively raised 
£250 and £ 107. 

Whatever you collect . 
don't hang on to it, send it 
in now! We need your con
tinui ng support. 

1984 campaign, Militan t In 
ternational Review No 3 1 
(90p)-article o n Liverpool, 
materia l in Milit ant in 
Februa ry/ March 1985 on 
rate-cap ping . 

L ike th e introdu ctio n 
pack, t he MIR is a n ideal 
basis for series of discussion 
groups, fo r example: 

Th e History of 
Bolshevism-how the p arty 
th at led th e Russian Revolu 
t ion was built. A p a rt fro m 
the articles in M lR , 
29/ 30/ 3 1, and t he accompa
n ying C -90 cassette tape by 
A la n W oo d s (£ 1.25), the 
Marx ist Study Guide on the 

3500 
1500 
2900 
2200 
4200 
3050 
3200 
2400 
6900 
2350 
3850 
3100 
3450 
4500 
5600 
2150 
4550 
1450 
3150 
5000 

Donations 
DONATIONS THIS week in 
c lude a pensioner in Lambeth 
£ 1 5. Da vid Mekle, Stirli ng 
£3 .80, Sue Hunter, Hackne y 
£4. 50 , Shaun and J anice 
Dakin £1 0 ; Bethnal Green 
school s t udent £1 , M Quinn 
S OGAT, Nottingham £6 , S 
Halford £2; B Shepperson, 
NALGO £2 . T North £2, Ch ris 
Bastow (Derby) £3 and Sheila 
McHead £3. A Fraser £5 , M 
Hul in £ 2 , A Buckley £1 0 , R 
Hopki n £5 , GL Vincent £ 50; 
B Navro £ 4 .75 , T Paterson 
£25 . 

By Steve Morgan 

Russian Revolution (40p) 
has articles on the history o f 
Bolshevism , and an extensive 
reading g uide . A lso a rti cles 
in Militant nos 730 and 756 
cover the 1905 revolution. 

All books a nd pamphlet s 
avai la bl e from: World 
S oc iali s t Book s, 3 - 13 
H epscott R oad, London E9 
5HB . Order s under £5 a dd 
25 per cent post and packing . 
O ver £5 add I 0 per cent, 
o ver £ I 0 post fr ee. 



WHILE THE right wing of the Labour Party 
NEC has provided the main motive and the ' 
votes behind the witch-hunt, it has been 
former 'lefts' like Tom Sawyer, NUPE assis
tant general secretary, and David Blunkett, 
leader of Sheffield Council, who have pro
vided cover for Neil Kinnock's left flank. 
David Blunkett in particular, through the 

· pages of the paper Tribune, has sought to 
maintain his 'left' credentials, while 
repeating all the same distortions used by the 
right wing to justify their rampant MaCar
thyism. Here, TONY MULHEARN, president 
of Liverpool District Labour Party, replies to 
some of the more blatant of them in a recent 
article in Tribune. 

THE EDITOR, Tribune. 
David's call for funds to assist 
the surcharged councillors of 
Liverpool and Lambeth is ob
viously to be welcomed , but hi s 
attempt to justify why he is lin
ing up with the right wing to ex
pel socialists from the Labour 
Party sound like an editorial 
pen ned by one of the barons of 
Fleet Street or, at lea t, by the 
editor of the Liverpool Echo. His 
description of the way in wh ich 
the " party's constitution and 
rules have been manipulated and 
broken" in Li ve rpool is 
breathtaking in its ignorance and 
inaccuracy. 

I would like to answer some of 
the ' facts' as outlined by com
rade Blunkett. He declares that 
between 5 September and 27 
November no properl y con
stituted normal delegate meetings 
of the District Labour Party took 
place . The fact is that between 
those dates, a period of some ten 
weeks, no less than seven 
meetings of delegates and 
members were convened, when 
al l the major issues which 
Blunkett refers to were discussed. 

Membership involved 
These meetings involved 

delegates and party rank and file 
members as observers, who had 
no decision-making votes. It was 
pr-ecisely because of the great im
portance of the issues that the 
rank and file party membership 
were involved. These meetings 
were extended DLPs or 'ag
gregates' which have been a 
feature of party li fe in Liverpool 
for the last 30 years and have 
never been challenged. 

He goes on to say that the ex
ecutive committee met continual
ly, having abrogated to itself 
(without a vote at the District 
Party) powers not possessed 
elsewhere. He makes no attempt 
to substantiate this piece of fic
tion with examples of what 
powers and when this took place. 
In fact the executive committee, 
in line with its responsibilities, 
made recommendations to party 
meetings and/ or ensured that the 
decisions of the DLP were 
implemented . 

David Blunkett, Tony Mulhearn and Derek ·Hatton on demonstration in support of victimised councillors . 

Blunkett then makes the 
astonishing observation that "the 
same executive changed the rules 
for election to the executive com
mittee and approved the 
'manipulation ' of delegations to 
the DLP itself". He makes no at
tempt to be specific about these 
pieces of slander, which are ut
tered with the reckless abandon 
of ·a Fleet Street hack. 

The facts are that the methods 

of voting for the executi ve com
mittee have in Liverpool varied 
over the years. On some occa
sions the industrial delegates 
voted for the industrial section of 
the EC and the political delegates 
likewise. On other occasions the 
whole GMC voted for all the EC 
positions . On the last occasion I 
was advised by our previous full
time agent that the party rules 
provided for the whole GMC of 
the DLP to vote for all the EC 
positions and that was agreed at 

the AGM without a challenge. 
As for the charge that 

' manipulat ion ' of delegations 
(whatever that means) was ap
proved by the EC, that reveals 
Blunkett 's total and profound ig
norance of the internal workings 
of the party in Liverpool and, in
deed , possibly in Sheffield. In 
Liverpool the method of affilia
tion has been determined by the 
trade unions. Some affiliate on a 
block basis, others on an in
dividual branch basis. The 

method of union affiliation is a 
matter for the trade unions and, 
far from the EC approving 
anything, the EC had no say in 
the matter. That is the way it has 
been since I joined the party 23 
years ago and it was the case for 
decades before that. 

He then tells your readers that 
aggregate meeting s were 
sometimes called at a few hours 
notice by the telephone network. 
and "those who got to know 

. were the ones who were able to 
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play a part. Wrong again David! 
A ll the delegates to the DLP 
received notices in good time by 
first class post. This was backed 

Q) up by announcements in the loca l 
~ press and radio. It was left to the 
0 ward and CLP secretaries to in
~ form the members who were not 
if delegates , that they could attend 

thi s important meeting if they so 
wished . 

He then, in a confused man
ner , attacks the ' nominating 
rights' which the trade unions 
had secured by negotiation . 
These rights were accepted by all 
unions at local, regional and na
tional levels-certainly I don't 
recall any union objecting to 
them. If they were abused, and 
he does not seek to prove it, that 
is a matter between him and the 
unions. For my part if abuse did 
take place, it was never brought 
to the attention of the DLP. Had 
the DLP been aware of any abuse 
it would have made its position 
clear in no uncertain manner. 

Badly misinformed 

I am not suggesting that David 
Blunkett deliberately tells lies. So 
there must be a reason why he is 
so badly misinformed . The 
answer to that question is reveal
ed in the final paragraph of his 
article. He has "read the majori
ty and minority reports on the 
Liverpool District Labour 
Party!" 

The majority report is a shab
by document based on innuendo, 
malicious gossip and downright 
lies, and is the product of people 
who were so anxious to secure a 
guilty verdict that like many 
shyster lawyers they dressed up 
lies to look like the truth. In 
essence the minority report 
observes that certain of the pro-
cedures in Liverpool could be im
proved, but then states that there 
were no grounds for the suspen
sion of the party and even less 
grounds for disciplinary action 
against any of its members . 
Before Comrade Blunkett goes 
into print again with a poisoned 
pen he would be well advised to 
check the facts with comrades 
who know what the facts are. 

Tony Mulhearn 
Liverpool District 
Labour Party President 
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LPYS contingent on march to Wapping. 

Printers can win 
NEW REALISM is on 
the rampage amongst the 
leaders of the print 
unions. Stemming from 
the defeat at Warrington 
they lacked the 
understanding of that 
dispute to formulate 
policies necessar)' to de
fend the members from 
the employers' attacks. 

Murdoch is attacking 
at the front while the 
other press barons are hit
ting us from behind. The 

result of this present 
onslaught will be felt 
throughout the entire 
industry. 

There is a fear of exten
ding the strike to the rest 
of Fleet Street and then to 
the print workers 
employed in the rest of 
the industry. The uncer
tainty about the response 
and where else it would 
lead paralyses the trade 
union tops. This issue will 
have to be faced if our in-

fluence in the industry is 
not to be destroyed. 

The left in the print in
dustry must now 
challenge the present 
leaders, especially in 
terms of policies. The 
BLOC conference pro
vides the ideal opportuni
ty for the left to come 
together and thrash out 
the programme needed to 
defend the industry. 

By Peter Jarvis 

GMB convenor lan Lowes, now threatened with expulsion from the Labour Party, announces 
the unanimous ' yes' vote for strike action in support of Liverpool council last year. This deci
sior, at a mass meeting o f 1 , 1 00 typifies the traditions of involving the widest membership 
possible in Branch 5 activities. 

r 

THE JOINT conference of the Broad 
Left Organising Committee and the 
Liverpool District Labour Party marks a 
new development in the fight to build 
the left in the trade union movement . 
Never before has the trade union left 

Forafigt 
in Britain attempted a cross-union cam
paign on such a scale and orientated 
towards the Labour Party. 

AFTER NEARLY seven years 
of Tory war on our living stan
dards and democratic rights, 
trade unionists are rightly look
ing forward to the early election 
of a Labour government which 
will reverse all the public expen
diture cuts and scrap all the 
anti-trade union legislation. 

The issues at stake are crucial to the 
working class. The future of the 
Labour Party and the nature of the 
next Labour government are at stake in 
the present fight against expulsions 
and witch-hunts. The present attacks 
on the left of the party differ from 
previous attacks in that the initiative 
for them comes from within certain 
trade unions rather than 1he party 
itself. The role of the trade union 

Unfortunately, the indica
tions from the Labour Party 
leadership over the past couple 
of years is that they do not in
tend to reverse, or even attempt 
to reverse, much of the econ
omic attacks of the Tories. 
They have recently taken the 
logic of their position to its con-

Broad Lefts in defeating these attacks 
is therefore crucial. 

Liverpool DLP -'end t 
WHILE THE Liverpool 
Labour councillors are 
being victimised by the 
Audit Commission for 
their defiance of Tory 
cuts, it is a scandal that 
these same councillors are 
subject to attack by the 
Labour and trade union 
leadership. 

Other councils around the 
co unt ry-including man y 
Labour-controlled - have 
simply passed on Tory cuts 
b y higher rents, cuts in ser
vices and fewer jobs, but 
Liverpool stood firm. They 
defended jobs and created 
new ones; they have the best 
sl um-clearance and house
bu ilding programme na
tionally, and they defied the 
Tories to spend money on 
new nursery schools. For 
these reasons the majority of 
Labour's rank and file look 
with admiration on Liver
pool City Council. 

Instead of lauding their 
magnificent achievements, 
the Labour leadership are 
determined to purge the 
Liverpool Party for having 
embarrassed then in their 
fight with the Tories. When 

LOCAL GP.,IERAL 
l\1unicipal and Boiler
makers' Union activists have 
been a central force in 
building the campaign to de
fend jobs and services in 
Liverpool. They are now 
under attack from their own 
leadership as part of the na
tional witch-hunt against 
Liverpool council and 
:\1ilitant. 

LiYerpool Branch Five, the 
main target, has a long and 

Liverpool was in struggle for 
more government cosh, th e 
leadersh ip demanded cuts
not d efia n ce - from 
Liverpool. 

Yet Liverpool Di strict 
Labour Party had carried 
out con ference policy to the 
lett er in 1984 and 1985, in 
refusing to pass on Tory 
cuts, even if it meant being 
forced along the road of 
budget "illegality". 
Moreover , the DLP , 
through its very lar ge 
representation and the in
volvement of hundreds of 
rank and file members , was 
the most democratic and ac
tive in the co untry. 

No DLP policy and no 
decisions were adopted over 
the heads or against th e 
wishes of the rank and file of 
the Li ve rpool labour 
movement. 

All kinds of lying allega
tions have since been made 
against the DLP by a tiny 
minorit y in the city and 
although they are not back
ed by any evidence 
whatsoever- hence the 
mysterious "confidentialit y" 
of the charges-the right 

wing of the NEC are using 
them as a pretext to purge 
the DLP. Since the decision 
of the NEC to investigate it , 
the DLP has been suspend
ed and the 250 strong body 
replaced by a ' Temporary 
Co-ordinat ing Committee' 
of a few dozen . 

The ranks of the Labour 
Party must protest against 
this blatant attempt by the 
NEC to impede and interfere 
in the local democracy of a 
District Labour Party. If the 
NEC right wing are allowed 
to get away wit h their 
wholesale witch-hunt in 
Li verpool they will be 
prepared to do the same in 
any part of the country. 

As man y delegates as 
possible should attend ihe 
Sheffield conference from 
trade union and Labour Par
ty bodies. It is essential that 
the grass roots of the trade 
unions and Labour Part y 
make their voice heard to de
fend Li verpool , defend the 
democracy of local parties 
and the rights of part y 
members, and fight back 
against the slide to the right 
in the part y leadership. 

proud history of fighting fo r 
jobs and services . particularly 
under the LiberaJlTorv con
trolled council. Durin.g this 
period it was the only branch 
never to lose a job but in fact 
increase its staffing level ~. 

tal in form ing the er 
Senior Representative! 
mittee and the City 
Joint Sho p Stewards' ( 
tee . Both haw played I 
throughout the past fe\\ 
organising the fightbacl 
authorit~· workers . 

Expulsion 

The branch, and in particular 
lan Lowes. the conwnor, now 
facing expulsion from the 
Labour Party, was instrumen-

·•we would proud!) 
record second to n 
democratic participatic 
membership" said a 
committee member : 
members are amongst 1 
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1ting trade union leadership 
elusion by launching warfare 
on the left of the party to make 
sure that if and when they are 
elected to power the pressure on 
them to implement socialist 
policies will be minimal. 

committed to socialist policies, 
and then carries them out. 

These threats must be 
defeated. The trade unions are 
the key to success. The joint 
conference will bring together 
probably the largest gathering 
of rank and file trade unionists. 
With their counterparts in the 
Labour Party they will thrash 
out a strategy of how to defeat 
the witch-hunt in the Labour 
Party and make sure that the 
party fights the next election 

The Broad Left Organising 
Committee is an umbrella 
organisation for 20 or so trade 
union broad lefts . Its aim is to 
transform the trade union 
movement into a campaigning 
movement committed to 
fighting for its members' in
terersts. BLOC believes that the 
right-wing leaderships of the 
trade unions have been too 
timid in their opposition to the 
Tory government and that by a 
mass mobilisation of the 
members in opposition to the 
Tories' attacks. the government 

1e witch -hunt' 
1\U 
~~·\\Uln\ 

u 
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Members of Liverpool Labour Party and Militan t supporters lobby Labour's 
NEC meeting last week . 

ATU 
:::om
·uncil 
nmit 
roles 

ars in 
·local 

aim a 
~ for 
)f the 
·anch 
'Ou r 
most 

active. Rarely does the branch 
attendance fall below 70 and at
tendances of over 100 are com
mon at the monthly branch 
meetings". 

Despite this record an inquiry 
has taken place into various 
branch st ructures. Without 
notice to the branch. without 
consultation and without even 
the pretext of seeki ng agree
ment, the regional committee 
has decided to dismember 
Branc h Five and two other 
branches. 

Gains in pay and conditions 
for members of the branch in 
the stat ic security force. and the 
parks and cemeteries sections 
have been made onl y by the 
united strength of the whole 
branch. 

Static security workers, once 
amongst the lowest paid and 
downtrodden, sometimes work
ing 100 hours a week have 
recently won a 35-hour week 

agreement with an a,·erage wage 
of £160 . 

Whatever the pretext upon 
which the attack is made, the 
real reason is clear. One 
member said: 

"We made no friends of the 
national and regional leadership 
with our refusal to accept the 
Stonefrost report sell-out last 
"'ovember. despite the demands 
of John Edmonds the General 
Secretary". 

The branch's members will 
not accept any reorganisation 
without consultation and agree
ment: "We will be pleased to 
consider any proposals to im
prove the senice our members 
receiw and to strengthen our 
organisation . But we give 
notice: we've never accepted the 
imposition of unfavourable 
works practices or anything else 
from management and we'll not 
accept that from the union 
either.'' 

would be defeated. BLOC is 
campaigning to equip the trade 
unions with radical fighting 
leaderships. 

Trade union broad lefts can 
play a key role in ensuring a 
successful conference. Broad 
lefts should use publicity 
material, circulating sup
porters and activists to ensure 
maximum trade union pres
ence. Get your trade union 
organisation to send delegates 
to the conference. 

By George Williamson 
(Orga nisi ng Secreta ry, 

Broad Left 
Organ is ing Committee) 

TORY PUPPET MacGregor has 
axed 31.000 pit jobs since the end 
of the miners' strike. Now activist s 
in the NUM have set up a national 
broad left to fight against pit 
closures. 

Its aim is to become an open 
democratic body which campaigns 
for: 
• One union for the industry and 
smashing the scab U nion of 
Democratic Miners. 
• Five-yearly election of all full 
time officials. Miners' represen
tatives on miners' wages. 
• Reinstement of all victimised 
miners . 
e Release of all jailed miners. 
• NUM annual conference to con
sist of delegates elected from each 
pit or unit. 

Recognising that threatened pits 
cannot be left in isolation the foun
ding broad left conference called 
for a full scale campaign against pit 
closures . The mood which clearly 
exists for a fightback must be turn
ed into an organised force. 

Following the tremendous vic
torY at Darfield Main collier~· . 
which won a reprieve again st 
closure. miners at Kinsly Drift in 
South Yo rkshire haw decided to 
stand firm against the '\CB's plans 
to close this pit which is only six 
wars old . 
· The broad left will campaign fo r 
members of the Wo men Against 
Pit Closures (WAPC) movement to 
become associate members of the 
union. WAPC members will be in
vJted to play a full role in building 
the broad left "ith fu!l 'Oling 
rights. 

Loc al broad 1..-f t. '"ill he !'et up 
in areas \\here nono :et C:'\ i'>l nnd 
a fmther conference wi ll bL· 
organised in September. 

The area and national leaders of 
the '\CM can contribute to the 
growth of the broad left by throw
!ng thei r weight behind it. '\egotia
tions b' themselves will not halt the 
pit-clo~ure programme . Ont~· the 
organised might of the membership 
can defend our interests. 

By Chris Herriot 
(Sacked miner) 
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Sheffield City Hall 
Saturday 1 9 April 

Speakers include: 
Tony Benn, Arthur Scargill 
Derek Hatton 

Apply for credentials to: 
BLOC, PO Box 464, 

London E5 8PT . 
Enclose £3 per delegate 

Chance for 
CPSAieft 
ALISTAIR GRAHAM, ultra
right wing General Secretary of 
the CPSA has jumped over
board from the ship of the 
trade union movement and 
joined the sharks in the sur
rounding sea as he was always 
destined to do. 

T wo years ago the Daily Mail 
said : " The most bitter sneer levell
ed agai nst Alistair Graham is that 
he w~s left wing when it su i red hi s 
ends, but has~ now turned rig ht 
wi ng for his own advancement. H e 
acc;pts there's an element of truth 
in this .. 

Just as Sidney Weighell, ex
General Secretary of the NUR, was 
forced our of office by the pressure 
of rhe rank and file , so Graham has 
fled a trade union which has 
become too host ile to his ludicrous
ly outdated ideas of "co
operation" with the Tories . 

As the Financial Tim es pointed 
out, the special pay conference 
of the CPSA on 21 January was 
one of the last indignities which 
prompted Graham's final decision. 
But that was only the final part of 
a long process which began as soon 
as Grah am had been elected as 
General Secretary in 1981. For a 
man who preaches 'compromise' 
and 'co-existence' with the Tories , 
ie. class betrayal, he practised 
outrigh t wa rfare wi th the Broad 
Left. 

He believed tha t CPSA could 
negotiate with the Tories and avoid 
struggle. Yet he could not fullfil a 
single union conference policy on 
pay or co nditions through these 
negotiations. On new technology, 
those sections of CPSA prepared to 
use their in dustrial muscle got the 
best deals . The national union has 
nor fa red so well . 

Graham toadied to the Tories 
and arrogantly abused his own 
membership . Like the general who 
shoots his own troops Graham end
ed his career \\ith no army. 

Graham \q< ! -.-, ;r1 ·r.out 
.\fi!i ran! '' -; - i) ,~· ; ·: pn 
d g~nuin :-- r;.~· 

r.1L'lTibcr'- qr_: \ \ "o... 

~ ~~ 1 i '·. c ,, . ; 
~inucd rc!'u· ... :l >' 
~r: ::dru~-= ' e . \\ i1t'lJ ic' r L. 1cy be 
primer;; at V."arringron or compLaer 
operators ar . ewcastle Central O f
fice . made ordi nar\· C PS .-\ 
members increasingly distru't him. 
His incredible statement on the 
steps of Congress H ouse to e.\cuse 
his betrayal of th e l\GA that 
·' ... they ha Ye not been 
transported ro Australia )'et .. 
shocked manY CPSA members. 

'vtarxist historians of the CPSA 

will date the beginnings of 
Graham's end from his vis it to 
Newcastle Central Office when his 
views were mercilesslly destroyed at 
a meeting of 1600 clerks, typists 
and o ther workers. They reaffirm
ed their confidence in the Militant 
supporters who led the branch. 
Graham 's confidence was Yisi bly 
shaken. 

Onlv weeks later, the Depart
ment of National Savings branch in 
Glasgow elected a Broad Left 
leadership, 10 of whom were Mili
ranr supporters. They were elected 
bv the very system Graham was 
urging Newcastle Central O ffice to 
use-the secret bailor. 

By then , even by CPSA stan
dards, the whole union was in 
political turmoil. The Communist 
Part y inspired split-off, Broad 
Left '84, were losing branch after 
branch to the Broad Left at annual 
general meetings. The right wing 
had split into ~wo opposing fac
tions and one of the most effective 
members of the Broad Left , 
secretary of DHSS Newcastle Cen
tre Office, Doreen Purvis, had been 
eo-opted onto the NEC. 

Graham did not re lish another 
CPSA Annual Conference. The 
1984 conference order paper had 
400 motions of censure of the 
general secretary. At 1985 con
ference Graham was ignominous
lv defeated in his attempts to force 
throug h an undemocratic merger 
with its sis ter Civil Service union 
the SCPS. He was defeated on a 
wh ole string of other policy ques
tion s including the Newcastle and 
Washington shiftworkers dispute , 
election~ of full time officials and 
the NUM dispute. 

The CPSA Broad Lefl, wh ich 
has grown in size and influence 
since~ the Communist Party walk
out, can win a majorit y for the left 
in the NEC elections . 

If the le ft win then the general 
secretarYship is there for the 
tak ing. OnlY the effort and sweat 
of the Broad Left can make this a 
real it\· . The Broad Left candidate, John 
\1cCreadv can \l·i n the suport of 
CPS.~ members on the platform of 
regu\Gr elect ion s for ~e neral 
se~retary \\h O is subject to reca ll at 
anY time and on ly a-::..:ept s the ''age 
or"a ski\ied \\O rk er. 

The: Broad Left ..:an bcL·ome a 
rnass organisation \\-icldlng eno r
mou s influence. '\othing can pre
lent ir - sa\·e complacency. We 
mus! ensure this does no t happen. 

By Bill Boyle 
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France . -· _ _ : · · . 

renc l' Avance Socialiste- French Marxist 
paper. Order from: World Socialist Books, 
3 - 13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

ON 16 MARCH the French Socialist govern
ment was brought down. A new period of 
right-wing government lies ahead-a period 
of instability and intense class struggles, 
which could possibly culminate in a new 
revolutionary crisis like that of 1968. 

In the years ahead , the ex-
periences of the working 
class during five years o f left 
government will throw t heir 
shadow over developments 
in al l th e wor ke rs ' 
organi sati ons-the Sociali st 
P a rty (PS), the Communist 
Party (P C) and the trade 
unions . The lessons of these 
five years will need to be well 
learned by th e ra nk and fil e 
in o rder to avoid even more 
serious defeats in the future . 

In Britain , labour activists 
must study the lessons of the 
F ren ch Socia li st govern
ment, to prepare for the like
ly even ts fo llo wing the re
election o f a La bour govern
ment. 

Following their 1981 elec
tio n victo ry, the PS leader
ship (then in coalition with 
the PC) enjoyed great 
prestige in the rank s of the 
party and the working class . 
This support grew in the in
itial period as significant 
reforms were carried out. 

But these reforms stopp~d 
short of attacking the power 
of the capitalist class. As a 
result, the Socialist govern
ment was left managing the 
capitalist economy-just at a 
time when the system was 
sliding into crisis, demanding 
ruthless cuts in workers' liv
ing standards . 

Five years of Socialist 
government have 
ensured that the PS 
leaders will not again 
encounter the same 
unquestioning trust 
and support as in 
1 981 . Increasingly 
clear demands will be 
made on them to 
struggle on a workers' 
programme. 

Already in October 1981, 
Finance Minister Delors was 
calling for a "pause" in the 
reform programme. The 
leaders' policy of stimulating 
capitalist growth by means 
of increasing living standards 
was run ning in to the sand . 

The U-turn of June 1982, 
imposing a wage freeze, a 
series of austerity measures 
and cuts in social spending 
came as a terrible shock to 
the party rank and file. 

But one after another the 
leaders of the various 
political tendencies in the PS 
fell into line with the new 
policies. J ean-Pierre 
Chevenement, leader of the 
left-wing CERES tendency , 

By Philippe Roland 

decla red that pa rty members 
should "not deceive 
themselves as to the options 
w h ic h a re open to us. 
Socialism is not on the order 
of the day". 

Electoral su pport began to 
fa ll away . G iven the lack o f 
o rganised oppos iti on to the 
policies of the leaders hip, 
party activists (and par
ticular ly the work ers a mong 
them) became increas ingl y 
demoralised. T heir number 
went down to about one 
third o f the 1982 figure . 

The Yo ung Socialist · 
o r gani sat ion (M JS)
crushed by the party leader-
ship in 1975 and 
recon s tituted on an 
undemocratic basis- was 
weak to begin with , and now 
virtually collapsed . 

In the Paris region , for ex
a mple , out of a population 
of 10 million, the MJS does 
not have more than 150 ac
tivists , of which 90 per cent 
are students . An all-Paris 
MJS meeting "for young 
wor kers" in 1983 underlin
ed the sorry state of the 
French YS. Not a single per
son turned up , not even the 
speaker! 

Throughout 1982 and 
1983 the economic situation 
got worse. The first austeri
ty programme was fo llowed 
by another in 1983. 

Threatened wi th massive 
redundancies , workers in 
many sectors-steel, ship
building, the car industry, 
mining-moved into strug
gle. But they were cruelly 
defeated, betrayed by the 
leaders of the P C and CGT 
(Communist-led trade union 
federation) who , despite oc
casional pleas and grumbl
ings , supported the auster i
ty programme in practice . 

The stri;.; e move 'llet:t ebb-
ed aw~ · mber o f 
strike f-J e last 
yea 1 
sine. 

In J , us (son 
oJ a milltln lat!c) was ap
pointed Prime Minister, 
marking a further shift to the 
right in government policy. 
In his opening speech to 
parliament, Fabius flattered 
the right-wing deputies, and 
invited some of them to 
work " by my side" in the 
working out of government 
policy! 

As a result of internal 
crisis, the PC resigned from 
the government. Support for 

Workers in Renault saw 20,000 jobs in the nationalised company disappear under the Socialists. 

Thatcher and Mitter.r:and. She commended the French Socialist government ,for finally turning 
to monetarism. 

the PS was falling even fur
ther. But the only response 
of the party leaders around 
Fabius was to move still 
more to the right. 

Move right 
Initially , encouraged by 

the applause of big business 
(only too happy to see the 
government dig its own 
grave) , Fabius proposed that 
the PS should not present its 
own lists in the elections, but 
sh o uld instead form a 
"Republican Front" with 
sections of the right! This 
suggestio n provoked uproar 
in the party and on the Corn
ire Directeur ( 130-strong 
leading body) . 

Fabius was forced to 
retreat. He then proposed, in 
his usual veiled and decep
tive language, that if the PS 
should reach 30 per cent in 
the elections, it should look 

to forming a government 
with part of the Right. This 
question dom inated the 1985 
party congress in Toulouse . 

The PS right wing were all 
set to have a field day at the 
congress . They wanted the 
Declaration de Principes (the 
equivalent of Clause 4 in the 
British Labour Party) 
thoroughly revised. Party 
secretary Jospin was ready to 
concede. Fabius felt sure of 
gaining support for a 
coalition. 

But the right wing were in 
for a shock. The congress 
overwhelmingly defended 
the socialist principles en
shrined in the Declaration, 
and rejected all talk of coali
tion with increasingly reac
tionary capitalist parties. 

This congress left party 
members with a mood of 
suspicion and wariness in 
relation to the leaders. One 
party secretary in the Paris 

region, a lifelong supporter 
of Mitterrand, said: "Left is 
Left , and Right is Right. 
There's no way we can mix 
them up . In any case , if they 
(the leaders) try it , the part y 
will explode". 

Questioning 
This watchful , critical 

mood was reinforced during 
the election campaign . Inci
dent after incident added to 
the discontent in part y 
ranks: the br utal police raid 
against the SKF factory 
mounted by Interior 
Minister Joxe; Fabius's con
cessions to the racist policies 
of the Right; the Green peace 
affair ; the Beirut hostages 
crisis, throwing light on the 
massive support given to the 
Iraqi dictatorship; the pro
tection given to Haitian dic
tator Duvalier ; the arbitrary 
decision to denationalise the 

" Europe I " radio network ; 
the gra nting of a new TV 
channel to private business 
sharks , including a certain 
'sociali st' , the infamous 
Robert Maxwell-and then 
the election defeat it se! f. 

All this has prepared the 
ground for a shift to the left 
in the coming period . 

Five years of Socialist 
government have ensured 
that the PS leaders will not 
again encounter the same 
unquestioning trust and sup
port as in 1981. Increasingly 
clear demands will be made 
on them to struggle on a 
workers' programme. Out 
and out right-wingers who 
cannot pass this test will face 
mounting opposition from 
the ranks. 

As in the wake of the Rus
sian revolution, as in the 
1930s, strong left- wing cur
rents are likely to develop in 
the PS under these condi
tions. The ideas of 
Marxism-wiped out during 
the post-war period, 
distorted and discredited by 
Stalinism and by ultra-left 
sectarians- can make 
serious headway. 

Marxism alone will clear
ly expla in the central lesson 
of the SociaJiq govern ment: 
by failing to break with the . 
capitalist system, it ended up 
doing its bidding . A pro
gramme of massive 
mobilisation and struggle is 
needed to end this system, to 
nationa lise the monopolies 
which dominate the 
economy, to bring them 
under workers' control and 
management, and establish a 
democratic plan of produc
tion to meet the needs of 
working people. 
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- USA, Chile, Hungary 

US strikers 
groundTWA 
"ALL TOGETHER 6,000 of us with an 
average of 14 years' service to TW A are on 
strike. 

"Our union, IFF A has offered TW A a 
salary reduction of 15 per cent. We don't like 
the idea of giving that much and we're not 
sure it's really necessary. But we've agreed to 
do it because the men and women we work 
with are giving 15 per cent. 

"TW A are rejecting our 
15 per cent offer. They've 
said time and time again that 
they want fewer of us to 
work for more time for far 
less money . We can't do it, 
even if it means striking. We 
have to lay it all on the line" 
(from strike leaflet) . 

TW A are demanding a 22 
per cent wage cut and a fur
ther 22 per cent cut in living 
standards through a com
bination of attacks on hours, 

------------------
By Steve Poole 

overtime pay, fares, etc. 
Union negotiators have said 
that the extra two hours a 
week air time demanded 
would translate into an extra 
20 hours away from home. 

6,800 flight attendants, 
members of IFFA, walked 
out on 6 March . As of 11 
March only 40- 50 have 
crossed picket lines. The 
union have also had strong 

support from the lAM (the 
union representing 10,000 
technicians, maintenance 
and ground crew members). 

Untrained 
TW A are operating only 

20 per cent of flights with 
non-union labour , trained in 
only 18 days on eight dif
ferent kinds of aircraft. Nor
mally the training course 
would be five weeks! On a 
TV phone-in one passenger 
complained that one of these 
attendants did not know the 
difference between the ox
ygen supply and the fire 
extinguisher! 

TW A's financier -owner, 
Car! Kahn, talks of the IF
FA disparagingly as a union 
of women earning pin
money, who do not need a 
breadwinner's wage. 
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~light attendants want no more concessions . 

Because of the strike 
TWA have already lost two 
or three times what they were 
attempting to save by the 
clawback . They have now 
cut prices by 30 per cent in 
an effort to keep customers. 

Pickers are out at major 
airpOrt$. The two-mill ion 
strong Teamsters' Union has 
pledged support and in Bri-

tain the TGWU have in
struct ed their employers 
employed by TWA in th e 
U K not to train as cabin 
crew or to work as cabin 
crew stand-ins during the 
strike. 

Messages of support 10 : IF
FA , 630 Third Avenue (5th 
Floor), New York , N Y 10017, 
USA . 

... dole 
figures 
soar 
THIS MONTH the US 
jobless rate has soared from 
6.6 per cent to 7.2 per cent 
in the largest rise for almost 
six years. The unemploy
ment rate for Hispanics is 
now 12.3 per cent. 

Manufacturing employ
ment fell particularly in Il
linois, where lay-offs have 
sent that state's unemploy
ment to 9.5 per cent. The 
slumping oil industry in 
Texas has pushed unemploy
ment there to 8.4 per cent. 

Since these figures were 
announced on 7 March 
General Motors have decid
ed to halt production tem
porarily at four assembly 
plants in what car industry 
analysts describe as the first 
round of cuts needed to 
bring car supplies into line 
with sales demand. GM will 
be laying off 10,600 workers 
at their four plants. 

.. and dollar heads for 
crash landing 
BRITISH commentators may not have notic
ed it (for the pound sterling has troubles of 
its own) but the dollar is limping in to crash 
land. 

At the moment the dollar has fallen by over 
a third against the Deutschmark and the yen 
in over a year. It has slumped to a record low 
of 175 yen, from 256 in March 1985 . 

How has the dollar ''walked on water'' for 
so long and why is it drowning now? 

Normally the level of <. 
currency is held to reflect the 
state of the nat io nal 
economy compared with the 
o ther capi tali st powers . A 
low level of investment will 
hold back the productivity of 
labour and cause goods to be 
dearer and uncompetitive on 
the world market. 

Dearer goods will mean 
more imports than exports
a balance of payment s def
icit. Specul ators in fo reign 
exchange will show their 
contempt for the deficit by 
sell ing the nat ional currency 
short-a devaulati on. 

Hot money 
The system is supposed to 

be self-adjusting. Devalua
tion means th at you can buy 
less forei gn goods with the 
same amount of currency. 
Imports cost more but your 
own export s suddenl y 
become cheaper, so more is 
exported and less imported , 
and th e imbalance rights 
it self. Beautiful, but 
beautiful nonsense. 

Since the Second World 
War Bri tain has generally 
been caught in a tide of 
devaluations or government 
deflations. 

Deflation is intended to do 
the same job as devaluation 

By Mick Brooks 

in response to foreig n com
petition. Defl ation, or 'stop
go', means the government 
deli berately slowing down 
the economy by making peo
ple poorer, so they cannot 
afford so many imports. Of 
course, as >oon as the 
economy picks up again, the 
imports floo d in because of 
the buil t-in weakness of the 
British economy. 

The paradox of the past 
few years has been that the 
wea kness and decline of US 
ca pi ta li sm has coincided 
with a 'super dollar'. From 
a low point of $2.45 to the 
pound in 1980 the dollar 
soared to $1 .15 by February 
last year. Yet the US share in 
the world export of goods 
fell from 17 per cent to 12.6 
per cent duri ng the same 
period and two million jobs 
were lost in American 
manufacturi ng industry. 

Wh y di dn't the dollar go 
down? Cheap imports flood
ed in , wiping out whole in
dustr ies, a nd provoking 
squeals for ta riffs on shoes, 
textiles, steel and cars. 

The dollar's fl ight of fan
cy reflected not the har
monious adjustment of trade 
flows, but the convulsive 
movement of hot mo ney in 

sea rch of the highest rate of 
interes t. For the world o f 
foreign exchange now makes 
world money the plaything 
of immensely rich people 
and inst itut ions. 

From 1979- 84 whil e 
trade i.n goods went up 17 
per cent, international 
money transactions doubled . 
While world exports 
amounted to S7 billion a 
day, world foreign exchange 
mo\·ements reached S 150 
bi llion a day! No longer a 
means to an end, to trade, 
money has become supreme 
lord. Specu lat ion in money 
is an end in itself-and an 
enormously profitable one at 
that. 

The money men targeted 
the dollar because -the USA 
in the early I 980s offered the 
hig hes t int erest rates . 
State side interest rate s 
so a red to pay for th e 
monster government deficit , 
which stood last year at $200 
billion. 

Boom undermined 
Reagan's boom in arms 

spending has brought a rosy 
fl ush to the whole world 
eco nomy over the past few 
years- at least compared 
with what it would otherwise 
be- but it's all been paid fo r 
on the 'ne\·er-never'. 

H igher borrowing has re
qu ired the highest interest 
rates. which has sucked 
money into the US from all 
over the world . The capital 
inflow has created the 'super 
dollar'. 

The contradiction is that 
the stratospheric height of 
the dollar, by making US 
goods uncompetit ive has 
undermined the Reagan 
boom which produced it. 

IN CHI LE, 828 secondary 
scho o ls, representin g 
350,000 students and 20,000 
teachers are to be sold to the 
private sector in line with the 
Pinochet junta's commit
ment to "adjust itself to the 
IMF's impositions to reduce 
pu blic spending" . 

Reagan meets West German Chancellor Kohl. The Dollar has 
declined against the Deutschmark. 

T he regime's attitude to 
education was further reveal
ed by its award of a medal 
for " educational and 
cultural achievements" to 
Paraguay' s Education 
Minister. Paraguay, now the 
only other military regime in 
South America has one of 
the highest illiteracy rates of 
the continent. 

Rona ld Reagan has just ' soft landi ng' for the dollar 
discovered there 's no such ot herw ise internatio nal 
thing as <'. free MX missile . capi talism as a whole cou ld 
The adminis trati on's best suffer a damaging jolt. 
hope now is to work for a 

Hungary's young workers 
warn Stalinist regime 

POLICE BA TO N-charged hundreds of 
youth in Budapest on 17 March in the worst 
political violence in Hungary for many years. 

The youth had broken away from the of
ficial demonstration on the anniversary of 
the 1848 war of independence. Clashes broke 
out when the police tried to stop them and 
to confiscate underground literature. 

The violence is a sympton of growing 
discontent among working people, with the 
youth as ever in the forefront. 

Hungary was , for a time, the most suc
cessful of the Stalinist states of Eastern 

Europe. Now it is stagnating , with 
agricultural output actually declining by 3 
per cent in 1985, and inflation at 7 per cent 
eating up wage rises. 

The regime is calling for cuts today in 
return for jam tomorrow, but its promises 
are cutting no ice with workers. Even at the 
official trade union congress held recently, 
42 delegates voted against government 
policy-a sign of the groundswell of strug
gle building up for genuine workers' 
democracy. 
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New York 
socialist backs 
Liverpool battle 
Dear Editors, 

In my recent visit to England I stayed 
longer in Liverpool than I had intend
ed, fascinated by the battle going on 
there. 

I enclose a donation for the Militant 
·because the tendency must be 
supported. 

There is no other tendency in England 
which is able and willing to represent 
and fight for the needs of the people of 

England, and Liverpool is a prime ex
ample of that fact. I attended every 
meeting which was held locally. 

The Labour Party hall was packed 
with people of every age from young to 
old. The speeches on the floor were 
made by the retired, union members and 
others, including Militants and all were 
strong in defence of the city's govern-

ment and elicited strong applause from 
the audience when they sat down. The 
two lone critics who spoke up, sat down 
in silence from the floor. I cannot 
believe that Neil Kinnock's right wing 
can take over Liverpool. 

Sometimes one must take one step 
backward to move two steps forward 
the next time around. You can't kill 
ideas and that's what the movement is 
rich in. 

It was a fascinating visit for me. 
With my best wishes and support, 
Betty Traun 
New York 

Community bullying 
Dear Comrades, 

While I was selling Mili
tant outside Notting Hill 
Gate tube station recently, 1 
was approached by two men 
who informed me that they 
were plain clothes police 
officers. 

I smiled and offered them 
a copy of the paper , which 
they didn't appreciate. 
Moments later they pinned 
me up against a wall and 
searched me in a particular-

ly unsociable manner. 
I was told that 1 couldn't 

sell ' dirty commie rags' and 
thn.t if they saw me selling 
Militant again I would bear
rested. 

I continue to sell Militant 
at Notting Hill but do not 
look forward to more ex
amples of community polic
ing. 

Yours fraternally 
Billy Saunders 
Westminster North LPYS 

Sl!nd us your views, comments or criticism . Write to Militant,' -~ 
3113 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB · · ·u 

Disgusting prisons 
............................. ~ 

Dear Comrades, 
At a time when the right 

wing are disgracefully trying 
to persecute those coun
cillors who had the guts to 
stand up against government 
spending cuts, it is worth 
reminding ourselves exactly 
what Labour Party policy 
for the 1985/ 6 budgets was 
when it was circulated from 
Walworth Road on 25 July 
1984. 

The NEC statement of 
policy then sta ted that 
budgets should be con
structed "in accordance with 
local wishes, to protect ser
vices and jobs and to 
acknowledge the growing 
needs of those communities 
most hit by Conservative 
(po lici es) ... even if the 
resulting budget is out of line 
with government policy." 

And the NEC were not 
unaware of the possible con
seq uences of such actio n. it 

stated quite explicitly that: 
"Non-compliance could lead 
to some councils being 
unable to fix a rate. For 
others it could mean running 
out. of money for essential 
services.'' 

In his covering letter then 
General Secretary Jim Mar
timer further emphasised 
that " the issue at stake is 
one of democracy and 
freedom. The NEC therefore 
fully supports those councils 
forced into confrontation 
due to these Government 
policies." 

Contrast that with the 
likes of John Cunningham 
who now grovel before the 
capitalist press trying to pre
tend that these things were 
never sa id-or that if they 
were said they were never 
meant to be taken seriously! 

Yours fraternally , 
1an Hunter 
Sacristan Labour Party 
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were soned after the strike for fighting 
for their jobs. many Yorkshire miners ended up in Armley prison. 

Lucky Jim's priority list Expulsions 

Jim Callaghan 's solution for homelessness-build a theatre . 

Dear Comrades, 
This year for the first time 

in 40 years, Cardiff City 
Council , now Tory controll
ed, are building no new 
council houses despite the 
fact that the number on the 
waiting list has now soared 
over 5,000. 

What has former Prime 
Minister Jim Callaghan, MP 
for Cardiff South and Perth, 
declared as the three targets 
he would' set for the future 
in Cardiff? 

Firstly, that we build a 
new County Hall, secondly, 
that Cardiff host the 1994 
Commonwealth Games and 
thirdly, that a theatre and 
opera house be built in Car
diff's docklands-Great 
stuff, Jim! 

Yours fraternally 
Chris Peace 
Cardiff 

NOLS attacks weaken Labour 
WELSH LABOUR Student 
(WLS) candidate , Simon 
Kezic has been narrowly 
defeated in the election for 
the National Union of 
Students (NUS) Wales Presi
dent. After the first ballot 
was a tie, 33 -33, the second 
resulted in a 35-32 victory 
for a Libera l student. 

Setback 
The result undoubtedl y 

represented a setback for the 
National Organisation of 
Labour Students (NOLS), 
just three weeks before the 
NUS UK executive elections, 
where Vicky Philips, the 
NOLS candidate faces a 

s trong cha llenge fr o m 
Labour Party member Andy 
White . 

evertheless the co n
ference was a major success 
for WLS with five of it can
didatts elected to the NUS 
Wales executive, and a 
Labour Student majority 
maintained on the Steering 

_Committee. 
The successes are a testa

ment to the work done by 
WLS over the course of the 
last few years, in particular 
in the leadership of the 
South East Wales Students' 
Association (SE WSA). 

Last October there was a 
strike of 20,000 students 
against cuts and the Fowler 

Green paper with a rally a ·f 
I ,000. There was a mass 
mobilisation for the NUS 
demo in Sheffield in 
No\·ember. ln January over 
600 students occupied Car
diff City Hall against the 
Fowler proposal s . Cam 
paigns have received support 
from 12 unions. 

labour majority 
The achievements of 

Labour Students in SEWSA 
were shown when seven out 
of eight Labour candidates 
were elected unopposed and 
the eighth elected 
unanimously to ensure a 
Labour majority in the 

• 

Dear Comrades, 
lam a member of the Co

op Party and the Labour 
Party. I joined the Co-op in 
1941. 

My family have been loyal 
members of the Co-op for 84 
yea rs. 

Now because I support the 
M ilitant and give a donation 
to the paper , some prejudic
ed and intolerant people 
want to expel me from the 
Co-op Party. 

This at a time when sec
tions of the Co-op are declin
ing . This is not the way to at
tract new members, or get 
young people to join the Co
operative movement. 

I shall continue to support 
the Militant. We must not let 
the witch-hunts succeed. 

Yours fraterna ll y 
Peggie Burke 
Edinburgh 

1n Wales 
leadership of SEWSA for 
another year. 

These achievements, 
however, have come in the 
face of a systematic and na
tionally co-ordinated cam
paign to undermine the work 
of WLS . by the Kinnock ite 

OLS leadership . 
This culminated in moves 

to convene a rigged WLS 
conference in order to im
pose a witch-hunting 
'Democratic Left' leadership 
on the Welsh region, which 
will be wholly unrepresen
tati ve of the rank and fi le of 
Labour Students in Wales. 

The attacks on WLS, were 
the major factors in the 
defeat of the Labour 

Dear Comrades, 
The conditions inside 

Armley Prison, Leeds, for 
the majority of prisoners are 
cramped and dirty , with 
three men sharing a cell 
measuring 12 ft by 8 ft, for 
23 hours a day. 

Food is insufficient and 
usually cold. Toilet and 
washing facilities arc 
laughably inadequate, skin 
disorders are rife. 

The so-called 'si ck
parade' would also be 
laughable if it were not so 
serious. Prisoners have only 
one opportunity to report 
sick during the day , before 
breakfast. Prisoners repor
ting sick usually have to wait 
at least eight hours before 
seeing a 'doctor' who will 
hand out the inevitable 
'aspirin water', whatever the 
ailment. 

I have seen a whole line of 
men treated this way, whose 
complaints ranged from 
blinding migraine and 
violent stomach ache (which 
later led to a burst appendix) 
to athletes' foot. 

Young prisoners are shar
ing cells with adults, even 

though they are supposed to 
be kept separate._ 

Bullying, fighting and in
timidation among prisoners 
is commonplace. The prison 
officers and in-mates clear
ly hate each other. The staff 
treat in-mates with open con
tempt and as a result the at
mosphere is always close to 
boiling over. 

The work, and that is 
increasingly rare because of 
lack of staff to supervise, is 
monotonous, soul destroy
ing labour with no value for 
the prisoner. 

It is obvious that the 
prison system needs looking 
at with serious view to 
change. The Tory govern
ment preaches law and 
order, yet has not the system 
to enforce or accommodate 
it. 

Armley prison is 
disgusting. Too much goes 
on that should not. The 
remarkable thing is that 
so many people know this, 
yet nothing is done. 

Yours fraternally 
Doncaster 
Militant supporter 
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Morning Star-gazers 

THE LINE of the Communist Party took yet 
another turn for the worse recently. Ir. Kensington 
and Chelsea CP candidates in the local elections are 
cynically exploiting gullible trendies in the area by 
informing voters of their star signs. According to 
one CP spokesperson: "I'm not a believer in 
horoscopes, but there' s a good deal of interest 
among voters in the ward." 

presidential candidate for 
NUS Wales by a Liberal. 

Challenge 
impaired 

Labour's challenge for the 
pres idency was also serious
ly imparied by the actions of 
two Labour Party members, 
Richard Marshal! and 
Richard Dunwoodie, both of 
whom have stood against 
Labour candidates in the 
past. 

Marshal!, ret iring NUS 
Wales president openly can
vassed agai nst Labour can
didate Simon Kezie, and 
played a leading role in 
organising the Liberals' cam-

paign . Dunwoodie, a former 
NOLS member on the NUS 
further education national 
committee, actively 
discouraged delegates from 
voting for Kezic because of 
his support for Militant' s 
ideas . 

The Democratic Left 
leadership of NOLS, and 
their supporters in Wales 
have cost NUS Wales a 
Labour presidency, and thus 
the possibility of losing a 
Labour majority on the NUS 
UK executive. 

By Pete Farrow 
(WLS rep on the NOLS 

NC in personal capacity) 
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The picket line outside the hospital in October 1984. 

Strikers demand union recognition 
Background to privatisation 
IN OCTOBER 1984, OCS, a cleaning firm 
which previously only had experience of 
military hospitals, was awarded the £700,000 
cleaning contract at Cambridge's prestige 
hospital , Addenbrooke's . 

jority and members usually have no ex
perience of the health service. It thus makes 
an ideal vehicle for pushing through the 
Tories~ . privatisation measures. 

A recently-leaked Department of Health 
and Social Security document shows that the 
DHAs are under even more government 
pressure to favour private firms in competi
tion for cleaning tenders. It will be more dif
ficult to cancel the contracts of firms giving 
inadequate service and impossible to pay 
private contractors over and above the tender 
price if this is found necessary to maintain 
standards. Furthermore DHAs will be for
bidden to ask contractors about wage levels 
and union recognition. 

Cleaning domestics, disgusted at the pay 
offered by OCS and appalled at the condi
tions under which they were expected to 
work have been on strike ever since. 

The contract was awarded by the District 
Health Authority (DHA) . Members of this 
body are appointed by central government. 
A minority are nominated by the local coun
cil and trade unions. 

Representatives of health trade unions are 
not allowed to be members of the DHA. The 
DHA therefore retains an inbuilt Tory ma-

Dirt on 
private 
cleaners 
CAMBRIDGE DHA has re
mained almost immune 10 

the barrage of complaints 
about falling standards in 
cleanliness. 

Sylvia Burton was a clean
ing supervisor at Adden
brooke's before she came 
out on strike and knows a 
thing or two about cleaning 
hospitals. 

She points out: "One per
son cannot do in IO Y2 hours 
what three did in 24 Y2 
hours". This simple calcula
tion was irrelevant to the 
DHA. It didn't matter to 
them that OCS were only to 
put in a low tender price by 
slashing staffing levels. 

Every DHA is monitored 
by a Community Health 
Council (CH C) which is sup
posed to protect patients' in
terests. The CHC in Cam
bridge have vigorously con
demned cleaning standards 
in Addenbrookes since the 
contract was awarded to 
ocs. 

Their chairman com
mented : "You make savings 
if you get a better service for 
the same money, or the same 
service for less money. There 
is no saving in reducing stan
dards to the levels we have 
seen here''. 

(Above) On the Addenbrooke 's picket line and (below) Neil Kin
neck meets Addebrooke ' s striker Tessa Howes who presented 
him with a dossier on the dispute- with no result. 

Blood and bones 
However, the DHA has 

no obligation to take any 
notice of the CHC and the 
Regional Health Authority 
even attempted to ban the 
CHC from Addenbrooke's 
at one stage for allegedly 
disrupting cleaning work at 
the hospital. 

In March 1985 the DHA's 
own monitoring figures on 
cleaning standards in Adden
brookes appeared and prov
ed extremely embarrassing. 
Levels of cleanliness were 
found to be substantially 
below what was required. In 

the case of the operating 
theatres-by as much as 70 
per cent. 

Still OCS were not remov
ed from Addenbrooke's. 
Last month, blood and bone 
chips on the operat ing 
theatre floor again held up 
operations. OCS's only 
answer was to reprimand 
their over-worked 
work force. 

In May 1985. a staff nurse 
report slammed OCS, saying 
that cleaning standards were 
so low as to be dangerous. 
Low staffing levels and a 
high turnover in the 
workforce due to the low 
pay offered by OCS making 
it difficult to train cleaners 
were blamed for this. 

One nurse directly at
tributed two deaths in the 
hospital to cross-infection 
produced by dirt OCS left. A 
doctor and local represen-

tative of the British Medical 
Association sa id : "The 
DHA has sat and watched 
the grime thicken instead of 
terminating this unfortunate 
contract'' . 

Many of the nurses at Ad
denbrooke's are student 
nurses. They have been per
suaded to cover for OCS's 
deficient cleaning to avoid 
jeopardising their patients . 
Not to stand up and take ac
tion a gainst the effects of 
privatisation will harm pa
tients even more. 

As this government's at
titude to the health service 
becomes clearer (through 
such measures as selling off 
nurses' homes) so more and 
more hospital workers will 
follow the road of the Ad
denbrooke's strikers. 

Finally, there have been 
constant complaints in the 
local press about OCS . 

There are numerous stories 
of patients becoming in
fected in the hospital and 
relatives ending up on their 
hands and knees scrubbing 
filthy ward floors. One 
visitor had to fetch his car 
tool-kit to remove the 
blocked-up u-bend of a ward 
sink gummed up by strands 
from OCS cleaners' mops. 

Yet the DHA have re
mained deaf to all these 
complaints and continue to 
be the willing tool in Mrs 
Thatcher 's plans to create 
profits for her business sup
porters and force down 
wages. 

ocsnas been able to 
make 'savings' through 
employing staff for shorter 
hours . This means that they 
don't have to comply with 
rates of .pay, sick pay and 
holiday pay laid down by the 
Whitley Council agreement. 
The result was that wage 
packets were hal ved 
overnight. 

This came on top of what 
were already dismally low 
rates of pay for hospital 
cleaners. Instead of rewar
ding hospital domestics for 
the extra responsibilities and 
expertise that are necessary 
for working in a hospital, 
this has been used as an ex
cuse to weaken the 
domestics' industrial muscle. 
The result is that hospital 
cleaners are paid 36 per cent 
less than other types of 
cleaning staff. 

OCCUPATION 
PATIENTS >;"'·-- ~ 

NOT • 

PROFIT 

Leadership fails · 
THE 1983 TUC Congress 
promised a national cam
paign against privatisation. 
The Addenbrooke's strikers 
have seen little evidence of 
this national campaign. 

While bus drivers, Post 
Office workers and binmen 
responded magnificently to 
the women's call not to cross 
picket lines, COHSE and 
NU PE full-timers followed a 
policy of negotiating better 
conditions with OCS while 
counting on 'public opinion' 
to throw OCS out. 

It is now clear that the 
union leadership totally 
under-estimated the 
ruthlessness of the bosses' 
Tory champions. Despite the 
fact that the case against 
OCS is overwhelming the 
DHA have not budged. 

The only 'concession' that 
the leadership have won for 
the Addenbrooke's strikers 
is the possibility of jobs in 
other hospitals. This was 
unacceptable to the striking 
domestics whose determina
tion and militancy had 
grown through the course of 
the strike. 

Caught between the deter
mination of the strikers and 
the instransigence of 
management the union 
leaderships began to use 
devious methods to end the 
strike without compromising 
their anti-privatisation 
rhetoric. 

Sabotage 
• September 1985. Adden
brooke's strikers in Don
caster to address a public 
meeting found leaflets for 
the meeting confiscated by 
union officials on the pretext 
that the strike was over. 
Similar rumours were 
reported by other trade 
u11ionists in the Cambridge 
area. 
e October 1985. NUPE 
witheld £2,000 unanimously 
voted through by South 
Eastern Divisional Con
ference for a minibus for the 
strikers to assist with 
picketing and campaigning. 
• November 1985. £500 of 
NUPE strike pay 
mysteriously "held up" in 
the system. 
• December 1985. Porters 
on strike in sympathy with 

the domestics told by 
management that their 
unions had agreed they 
should go back to work or 
face the sack. 
• December 1985. "Com
promise" deal put to strikers 
by union officials. 
Unanimously rejected. 
• January 1986. Strike pay 
of remaining striking porter 
stopped. 
• February 1986. Appeals 
from Cambridge Labour 
Party and Cambridge Trades 
Council that NUPE buy 
strikers the minibus ignored. 

This pattern has been 
followed at other hospitals 
where similar disputes have 
been going on. Adden
brooke's is the first dispute 
where the strikers have 
resisted all pressures and 
refused to accept the leader
ship's "deal". 

Unofficial -
So the leadership of 

COHSE and NUPE were 
forced to take the step of 
declaring the strike unof
ficial. COHSE NEC member 
Chris Brace commented on 
20 February: "It's bloody 
disgusting. There's meant to 
be a campaign against 
privatisation. What cam
paign? The NEC has lost the 
bottle for it". 

The refusal of NUPE and 
COHSE leaderships to fight 
privatisation · has been 
exposed. 

Cambridge Labour Party 
and local trade unions have 
protested against the deci
sioa to make the strike unof
ficial. The local labour 
movement and especially the 
LPYS ha,·e responded to the 
decision by redoubling their 
support for the strikers 
Messages of support are 
coming in from all over the 
country. 

The Addenbrooke's 
strikers appeal to all NUPE 
and COHSE branches to 
send resolutions to their 
NECs condemning the 
leadership's position and 
asking them to reverse it. 
Speakers will be available on 
request. 

All donations, messages of sup
port and copies of resolutions 
please to: COHSE/NUPE, 44a 
Newnham Road, Cambridge. 
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Glasgow resists Telecom victimisation 
FRIDAY 14 March saw 
the biggest meeting ever 
held by the Glasgow 
branch of the NCU. Call
ed during working hours, 
was in response to 
management threats of 
victimisation. 

By lan Cuthbert 
(Assistant Secretary, 

Glasgow branch NCU, 
persona l capacity) 

The branch , m common 
wit h all eight West of 
Scotland Dist rict branches , 
had been operating an over
time ban in defence of jobs. 
Management had warned 
that workers who refused 
overtime at the weekend 
would be sent home the 
following Monday without 
pay. 

By a 14 to 1 majority 
members voted for the 
branch committee strike 

recommendation. All the 
best traditions of trade 
unionism came to the fore 
with the members recognis
ing that a threat to one was 
a threat to all. 

On Monday the strike was 
99 per cent solid-with 
picket lines of over twenty 
not uncommon throughout 
the city. Obviously shaken 
by this, managment 
withdrew the immediate 
threat of suspensions and 
decided at long last to enter 
meaningful negotiations. 

A meeting was called by 
the branch on Tuesday mor
ning, again during workin!! 
hours, resulting in an even 
bigger turnout than the Fri
day meeting . In fact, we 
came within a hair's breadth 
of being thrown out of the 
city hall for having too many 
people there! 

The strike was suspended 
and the· committee em-

AFTER THREE years on strike, the number 
of Hindle strikers has dwindled to six. But 
their spirit and determination remains 
undimmed. 

The 'Dirty Half Dozen ', 
st ill meet every Friday in the 
AUEW offices to carry on 
their defiance. 

"We're still fighting, but 
when is the TUC goi ng to 
wake up to the fact that this 
government is trying to 
knock us off one by one, and 
that the only response has 
got to be a united fight ... a 
general strike to get 'em 
out?" 

"With all these sackings 
and new laws it's impossible 
to st ick to the old ways . 
They're saying it's virtually 
illegal to go on strike now , 
that you can have a union so 
long as management run it!" 

"What are the TUC and 
our union leaders doing 
about it? Are they fighting? 
Are they hell, they're using 
the Tory laws as an excuse 
not to fight". 

All the strikers were 
agreed that the next Labour 
government must start by 

By Keith Narey 
(Honorary Hindle's picket) 

scrapping the anti-union 
laws that the Tories had in
troduced ... "Then maybe 
we'd get our jobs back . . Aye 
that'd sicken Hindle right 
off. . . " 

It has been a pleasure and 
a privilege to have known 
and worked with all the 
Hindles' strikers and their 
wives, over the past few 
years, and to know that the 
fighting spirit that they have 
shown is present in other 
layers of our class. 

If this spirit and courage 
were shown by the leaders of 
our movement then That
cher wouldn't have survived 
her first term. Supporters of 
Militant can feel proud of 
the support that we have 
given to the Hindle pikcets , 
but above all proud of these 
magnificent fighters for ow 
class. 

A-One Bootle 
THE ELEVEN strikers at A-One Feeds factory in Boo
tie who have been on strike since 1 0 January now 
feel they are gaining the upper hand in their strug
gle against victimisation and for trade union 
recognition. 

The only lorries which are entering the plant are 
the company 's own. The scabs from North Yorkshire 
are not only working in the horrendous conditions 
they are living amongst them as well now. 

Director Simpson (salary £1 ,800 per week) can 
no longer afford to pay their board and lodging so 
they are confined to barracks, 24 hours a day, allow
ed home every other weekend at their own expense! 

Meanwhile self-styled 'Victorian' employer An
drew Simpson can't understand the strikers: "We 
gave them a company-paid barbeque every year, you 
think they'd appreciate that after all they are 
scousers"! 

The picketing is hitting home: " These people are 
out to steal my empire " moans a worried Simpson. 

The pickets have only been emboldened by these 
remarks. As one put it : "We'll walk back through 
those gates when we've won, and not before". 

By Kevin Conway 

powered to re-impose it at 
the faintest whiff of vic
timisation. The overtime ban 
was re-affirmed. The other 
eight branches in the West of 
Scotland met at around the 
same time and similar oro
posJtJOns were passed. 

The threats of victimisa
tion came as a result of the 
bosses ' desperation in the 
face of an almost total over
time ban throughout the 
District. What began as a 
protest action at manage
ment going over the heads of 
the union and finding 
volunteers for redundancy 
escalated during the course 
of so-called negotiations. 

Warnings 
Other serious points of 

concern arose which all 
NCU members nationally 
would do well to note: 
firstl y, it became apparent 

that management intended 
implementing retirement at 
60 for all members. This is 
in direct breach of national 
agreements which provide 
for retention to 65 subject to 
well established criteria. It is 
in fact the beginning of com
pulsory redundancies: 
secondly, there is BT' s at
titude locally to work done 
on contract basis. Within the 
so-called Job Security Agree
ment there is the provision 
that where surpluses of staff 
exist then consideration must 
be given to BT workers tak
ing on work normally done 
by contractors. 

In a perverse twist of logic 
management have attempted 
to interprete this to mean 
that work traditionally done 
by BT staff could be put out 
to contract if they could find 
someone who would do it 
more cheaply . 

The reality of this is that 

Glasgow NALGO 
reject scabs charter 
and say give support 

OYER A year ago Glasgow 
District Housing Depart
ment staff went on a one
week strike over a dispute 
with the Labour administra
tion and the Housing Direc
torate over the removal of 
protective screens from the 
area offices. 

A secret ballot was con
ducted with 52 per cent of 
staff voting in favour of in
dustrial action which proved 
to be the catalyst towards a 
successful negotiated out
come. Howver, the matter 
did not end there. 

Twelve members of staff 
chose to ignore the official 
strike and crossed picket 
lines . Glasgow Distri ct 
NALGO disciplined them 
and an extraordinary 
meeting resolved to expel 
them. 

The 12 scabs appealed . 
The NALGO National Ex
ecutive exonerated them 

completely! The local branch 
were NOT given details of 
the reasoning behind this 
preposterous decision despite 
a written request. 

Senior Housing Depart
ment steward Richie Carroll 
has already called this a 
"scabs charter". A resolu
tion to the Scottish con
ference of NALGO calling 
for rule changed to prevent 
any reo cc urence of the 
NEC' s instransigence was 
rejected. 

NALGO members are 
urged to push resolutions 
deploring the actions of the 
NEC and expressing solidari
ty and support for the ac
tions of Glasgow District 
NALGO. 

By G Anderson 
(Glasgow District NALGO 
and Glasgow Shawlands 

Labour Party 
personal capacity) 

all types of work would be 
taken from BT's own staff 
and given to contractors. 
The result would be either 
management drive down our 
wages to the level of the non
union contracting firms or 
we _get made ·redundant; 
th irdly the employers' at
titude to overtime. They 
stated that it was in their in
terests to substitute higher 
and higher overtime for 
jobs. 

Job security 
All these points in

dividually, along with many 
others, would be 
devastating. They would 
achieve BT's aim of slimm
ing down the industry to a 
network-only business with 
the provision of local ser-

- vices being done by smaller 
firms . 

For years now the left in 

the union has warned that 
the Job Security Agreement 
was little more than a cheap 
redundancy scheme and that 
BT would ditch it when it no 
longer suited their purpose. 

The situation now, at least 
in the West of Scotland, is 
even worse than that. They 
have taken the agreement 
and twisted it so that every 
paragraph is a means of 
declaring surpluses. 

The fight in the West of 
Scotland is not un ique . 
Many other disputes are go
ing on or are imminent 
throughout the country. The 
time is long overdue for the 
Executive to give leadership 
and call for national action. 

The forthcoming ballots 
for Executive places could 
well be the last opportunity 
for the left majority to give 
the leadership that was pro
mised when they took con
trol of the union. 

Silentnight letter 
AS A Silentnight striker for over nine months we are at last see
ing a lot of success. We are leafletting shops up and downt he 
country asking customers not to buy Silentnight goods and it 
is having a very good effect. 

lt hits the sales of the shops and some management are refus
ing to stock Silentnight goods. We have not got the scabs on 
short-time which in the 14 years I have been therer it has never 
been known. 

They are shutting their factory down for a full week at Easter, 
again never been known . We still need more help . 

If you think you can help and you have a shop in your area · 
please write for more information or leaflets . 

PS. Help us let SCABS know wot it's like to have no money 
and force a dictatorial management to at least TALK. Thank you . 

By C Ashton 

Dangers of Post Office split whether Alan Tuffin, UCW 
General Secretary and his 
witch-hunting deputy Tony 
Clarke are up to the job of 
fighting for their members' 
interests. What is neecded is 
a re-invigorated Broad Left 
which can mount a national 
challenge to the present 
leadership. 

THE UNION of Commun
ication Workers, represen
ting Post Office workers 
must mount an urgent and 
massive campaign to defeat 
management's re
organisation plans, writes a 
member of the UCW. 

Last year union leaders 

acted with management and 
persauded the uniform 
grades to accept proposals 
attacking conditions and 
organisation of workers by 
increasingly using part-time 
and casual labour. 

Now they want to split the 
PO into four lrusinesses: Na-

tional Girobank, Letters, 
Parcels and Counter Ser
vices. Such a move greases 
the tracks for privatisation. 

N.egotiations will be dec
entralised. Unity amongst 
workers will be weakened. 

The questions man y 
members are asking is 
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More Maxwell barbs Steel 'sur'!i!ar 
means su1c1de LAST WEEK Robert 

Maxwell sacked his 
whole Scottish 
workforce on the Dai
ly Record/ Sunday 
Mail. 

The journalists were strik
ing in opposition to redun
dancy pl ans and the 
breakdown of 'talks', the 
printers and the rest were 
refusing to cross their picket 
lines. SOGAT members gave 
a magnificent seven to one 
vote to support the 
journalists. 

New companies are being 
used by Maxwell to rehire a 
selected number of the jour
nalists and the printers he 
has sacked (at least three 
times now). A mass meeting 
of the workforce is being 
held today, probably to an 
nounce details of a deal. 

A worrying aspect of the 
dispute has been the way it 
has been di verted into a na
tional ist direction as a result 
of Labour 's fai lure to open
ly condemn Maxwell. 

Many politicians are get
ting in on the act. Woy 
Jenkins, the local MP, the 
SNP, and even the Tories. 
But there is severe disap
pointment at the less than 
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Murdoch 's barbed wire at Wapping . Both he and Maxwell have been ordered to remove 
it from their Scottish plants . 

forthright condemnation of 
Mr Maxwell by Mr Neil 
Kinnock . 

The nationalist stance of 
some of the propaganda of 
the campaign around the 
plant - "Save Scotland's 
voice", "preserve the 
Record's Scottish flavour" 
and the lack of determined 

support by Neil Kinnock 
have combi ned to produce a 
dangerous situation. 

As one NUJ picket put it: 
"My local MP (Labour) tells 
me that strenuous efforts are 
being made behind the 
scenes to get negotiations go
ing and in the mean time 
they have been told to keep 

quiet about Maxwell. Well 
why shou ld I vote Labour 
next ti me? I don ' t wa nt a 
Labour prime minister who's 
in Robert Maxwell's pocket. 
I think I' ll vote SNP" . 

By Ronnie Stevenson 

Young printers at Young Socialists 
No Sun 
in Penge 

TWO YOUNG print
workers, sacked by Murdoch 
told LPYS conference, to 
tumultuous applause, that 
the "young people of Fleet 
Street will take no more. 

In rousing speeches, Jim 
Mason, a deputy SOGAT 
FOC at the Sun and Ray 
J ohnson, a Times editorial 
assistant chapel FOC, show
ed the determination of 
printers to beat Murdoch. 

Jim Mason 

Left 
tax loss 

THE LEFT in the Inland 
Revenue Staffs Federation 
suffered a setback in the re
cent national executive com
mittee elections. All Broad 
Left supporters were remov
ed from the national ex
ecutive committee, in the 
elections, held by secret 
ballot. 

Left led branches must 
campaign to win their 
members support for 
socialist policies and can
didates who can be trusted to 
enact these policies when 
elected. Support must now 
be built for regional rallies 
and BLOC as a show of 
strength to the right wing 
before the annual conference 
in May. 

IRSF London Broad Left 
Rally 22 April 6pm, 

Cock Tavern , Phoenix Rd. 
London NW1 

Ray Johnson said: "Last 
Friday we celebrated our 
best victory. We wrested 
control of the strike from the 
national leadership and gave 
it to the local leaders. 

"N ine weeks we gave 
Brenda Dean. She said she 
wanted to win public sup
port , but I don't think public 
sympathy wi ns disputes
ask the nurses. Our leader
ship did not have the nerve 
to call people to come to 
Wapping for mass pickets . 
Well, we do. We want you 
there. 

"No working class people 
have got any excuse to sit in
doors while our union is be
ing hijacked and our jobs 
threatened. Let us stand 
shoulder to shoulder on the 
line. Let's tell Murdoch that 
the young people of Fleet 
Street will take no more. 

"We said at the very 
beginning of this dispute that 
there would be no surrender . 
I promise you, comrades, 

Ray Johnson 

there will be no surrender". 
Jim Mason, showing the 

unions' determination to 
fight unjust union laws said: 
" I' rr. not going to let what 
my fathe r, and grandfather 
fought fo r be taken from us. 
We can win with your help . 
We need your bodies and 
your money". 

By Anne McKay 

ALONG WITH 12 print 
wo rkers, we took to Penge 
High Street, South London 
to distribute print union 
lite rature outside t he 
newsagents. 

Spirits were kept high by 
the tea provided by the 
newsagent and also the sup
port given to us by shoppers. 
So me people even half 
apologised when they came 
out from the shop with the 
Sun fo lded inwards. 

Through conversations 
with the public one would 
have imagined the area is 
comprised of a majority of 
sacked printworkers, their 
families or friends of print 
wo rkers. Several peopl e 
mentioned they worked in 
the wholesale distribution 
and were playing their part. 

Some 3,000 leaflets later , 
the majority of papers left 
on the shelf were the Sun. 

By Helen Bulaitis, 
( Beckenham CLP) 

Women's TUC growth 
"A MEMBER of my delegation puts in 100 zips 
an hour, 800 a day, 4,000 a week. She gets 10 
minutes unpaid teabreak and 30 minutes unpaid 
lunch break. Even this job is now under threat and 
could go." NUTGW delegate 

THIS CONTRIB UTION 
alone, at the recent TUC 
Women's Conference , 
shows the appall ing attacks 
that have taken place on 
women workers in the past 
few years. But women are 
fighting back and playing an 
active role in the labour 
movement; this conference 
was the largest ever, with 
almost twice as many present 
than fo ur years ago. 

The SOGAT delegate 
recei ved a standing ovation 
when she called for full sup
port for the print workers. 

The other two major 
debates were on low pay and 
privatisation . One Equity 
member showed the scale of 

the low pay problem. 
She had visited the 

Haymarke t T heatre in 
Leicester (where the con
ference was held) and talked 
to a woman who worked 
there from 9am to 4pm, six 
days a week-and took 
home just £69. 

Throughout the low pay 
debate the spectre of 
privatisation continually ap
peared, illustrating the threat 
it poses ro pay, conditions 
and quality of serv ice. 

Privatisation had meant 
3,000 cleaners' jobs going in 
the civil service alone. As 
one woman said : "They call 
it competi tion. But how can 
you compete with a firm that 

employs women for I 0 hours 
a week, pays them 
90p- £ 1.40 an hour and 
gives them no paid holiday 
lea,·e?" 

But while the resolution 
passed expressed opposition 
to privatisation, it did not 
call for the next Labour 
government to return those 
privatised services hived off. 

Some sections of the 
movement are prepared to 
fight privati sation as has 
been seen at Addenbrooke's 
and Barking hospitals . The 
North West region of the 
Labour Party Women's 
Organisation is o rganising a 
national demonstration in 
Manchester to broaden out 
the campaign-make sure 
your women's section and 
trade union are there. 

By Helen Gasking 
(USDAW delegate) 

THE STRIKE at the 
Imperial, Calders and 
the · giant Clydesdale 
steelworks in Lanark
shire has reached its 
sixth week. 

It becomes more solid as 
the mood of the 2,000 men 
grows in confidence daily. 
Their strike record belies the 
impression portrayed that 
steelworkers a re battered 
and si lent victims of BSC 
cuts. 

On Friday 28 March as the 
gates of Gartcosh steelworks 
were closed for the last time, 
the BSC se nt letters to all it s 
Scottis h Tubes Di vision 
em ployees threatening that 
un less they returned to work 
by the following Tuesday 
they would lose all severance 
pay and wo uld face 
dismissal. 

Ind ustrial ac tion was the 
on ly cho ice after being 
presented with an ultimatum 
to accept a "survival plan" 
nicknamed "suicide plan" 
by the men : a document of 
32 pages and 65 different 
clauses wh ich incl uded 460 
job losses. £20 to £70 per 
week wage cut and severe 
limitations on trade union 
rights to negotiate produc
tion lines and new work 
practices. 

The redundancies were 
reduced to 412 when the 
un ion pointed out the im
possibility of running the 
works with these numbers 
missing . 

The BSC letters were sen t 
to the workers to sap morale 
and confuse the workforce 
by threatening withdrawal of 
severance pay and £150 im
plementation bonus, and 
ludicrou sly saying that 
bi lli ons of pounds worth of 
orders would be lost. 
However, the men remember 
that there were 300 redun
dancies in December because 
o f lack of orders. 

Negotiat ions at national 
level have produced no ad
vance . The de fia nt mood of 
the workers was summed up 
by Willie Dale: "National 
agreements have been 
broken :JP when it suits them 
and if we are as bad as they 
make us out to be they'd try 
and shut us down." 

Archie Lilley, branch 
secretary of Clydesdale ISTC 
outlined to Militant the 
demands of the men : " No 
job losses , no wage cu ts and 
the so-called 'survival plan' 
should be up for negotiation 
on changes in workshop 
practices. 

" The survival plan is uni
que in terms of the BSC. 
This is the first plan to in
clude wage cuts, selection of 
redundancies and the 
removal of trade union 
r ights. If the Tubes Di vision 
loses this one the res t of the 
corporation rel y on getting it 
next. 

"This is the thin edge of 
a steel wedge . Our message 
to the union at national level 
is loud and clear: 'We are 
not goi ng back until we have 
won our case'. Our con
fidence is growing and the 
number of pickets at the 
gates increases, 400 per 
day." 

The steelworkers have 
organi sed a major rally on 
Saturday 12 Apri l at Bellshill 
industrial estate at lOam. 
Given tha t £2,000 per week 
is being collected on the 
streets, there should be a 
great response from the peo
ple of Lanarkshire. 

Messages of supporr and 
donalions should be senl 10: 
Harry. Car/in , c/ 0 Clydesdale 
S1rike Commillee, Clydesdale 
Social Club, Moss End, 
Be//shi/1, Lanarkshire. 

By Ste'Je McPhee 
(Motherwell North 

Labour Party) 

Low wage banking 
WHILE THE profits of the 
major clearing banks and 
divide nds to th e ir 
shareholders have gone up 
and up since 1980 clerks' 
wages have fa llen in value , 
reports A ndy Walsh of the 
Finance Workers Broad 
Left . 

Five per cent is what we 
have been offered for 1986 . 

BIFU is ballot ing its 
5,000 members in Engl ish 

from World Socialist 
Books 3 /13 Hepscott Road, 
London E9 5HB. Price SOp 
plus 20p p&p. 

Clearing Banks on their £20 
per week cla im . 

BIFU members sho ul c 
vote with their feet on thi s 
issue and obtain a flat-rate 
increase for all staff. 

Correction 
The article on the Derbyshire 
miners' vote for industrial ac
tion in issue 790 was incor
rectly headlined. Strike action 
was specifically excluded in 
t he motion voted on . 
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THE CLASHES between Protestants and the 
security forces in Portadown and in other 
towns in Northern Ireland have underlined 
the dangers building up for the working class 
as a result of the Anglo-Irish Agreement. 

150 plastic bullets were 
fired at Protestant marchers 
by police , and also against 
the Cathol ic residents of the 
Garvaghy estate in Por
tadown. who were trying to 

pro tect the ir community 
from Protestant sectarians . 

At lea st 50 people were in
jured in these e1ent s . One 
Pro testant marcher was put 
into intensive care with head 
injuries. 

Confrontation 
Portadown was the scene 

of a confrontatio n las t year 
between the R UC and 
Lo ya li st demonstrator s , 
demanding the right to 
m arch through Catholic 
areas. So it was selected 
again for the Apprentice 
Bo ys parade on 3 1 March. 

The Loyalists planned to 
make the re-routing of the 
parade away from Catho li c 
areas a focus fo r confronta
tion over the agreement. In 
the event the parade was 
banned a ltogether. 

But one hour after the ban 
was announced (at one in the 
morning) Pai sley led se\ era \ 
thou sand in defian ( e 
through Portadown, and no 
attempt was made to stop 
them entering Garvaghy 
estate. Catholics living ;here 
were awoken by the sound of 
11indows being broken. 
Some o f them were chased 
through the streets, and bar -

By a Militant reporter 

ri cades were erected for 
defence. These were then at
tack ed by the RUC. 

B1.: t later that day a ring of 
steel was placed around the 
town by the police. Marchers 
travelling fr o m elsewhere 
were prevented from coming 
in. But <; ome marchers were 
again al lowed ro igno re the 
ban , demonstrating th:-ough 
the town centre during a day 
of skirmishes with the police. 

That night rioting spread 
to parr s of Bel fast. Shots 
were fired into Catholic 
areas. In Lisb urn also 
Catholic homes were 
attacked. 

It is clear that if the 
government tries to uphold 
the agreement , using the 
po lice and army a serious 
escalation in sectarianism is 
inevitable. The Protestant 
marches around 12 July 
could see more clashes over 
re-routing . 

The 1986 Workers' Com
minee which called the 3 
:V1arch one day stoppage is 
meeti ng soon to di scuss fur 
t her ac tion. In a statement 
a fter the Ponadown events 
it 11·arned rhat the province 
\I· as near to civil war. 

Workers in Britain and 
Ireland must be made aware 
of these ominous \':arnings . 
\\'hilc the Anglo-lri:;h Agree
ment between the two Tor~ 

governments has nothing to 
offer the Catholic workers, 
to Protestant workers it can 
only inflame the fears of fo r
cible inclusion into a united 
Ireland , which on the basis 
of capitalism, has nothing to 
attract them. The recent 
events have given just a small 
indication of how hard they 
would resist. Onl y workers' 
unity and a socialist st ruggle 
cou ld win the co nfidence of 
all wo rkers . 

Protect vvorkers 
Th e labour movement 

must act now to avoid the 
dead end of sectarianism. 
Immediate action is needed 
to protect workers from at
tacks. Yet the only initiative 
offered by the Nort hern 
Committee of the ICTU 
against the threat of another 
Loyalist strike/ lockout is to 

approach the Chief Con
stab le for better protection 
for workers trying to get 
work . 

The Labour and Trade 
Union Group, however, has 
launched a campaign fo r a 
socialist alternative to the 
agreement, and for an 
emergency rank and file 
trade union conference. So 
far , 11 union organisati ons 
have backed their call. 

Th e crucial Belfast 
Trades' Council has discuss
ed the current situation over 
three meetings without tak 
ing a positio n . But now the 
EC under L TUG pressure 
has agreed to call a special 
meeting which could ghe a 
lead to the whole labour 
movement. Labour must act 
now before violence and sec
tarianism bites still deeper in 
Northern Ireland . 

International Review 
New edition 

Price 90p 
AA1N

1
AsRNlNGent 

TO LABOUR 
From local Militant sellers 
or plus 20p post and package from 
Militant 3/ 13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

National Rally and demonstration 
Sunday 6 April 

Assemble Trafalgar Square 2.00pm 
Followed by march to Wapping 

Militant sellers to meet to collect papers 
by 1.30pm. Trafalgar Square. 

Beat the print bosses 
Continued from page 1 

gai ns which will go. The 
bosses want print workers to 
pay for the introduction of 
new technology. 

That is why an immediate 
stoppage of Fleet Street must 
be organised. The striker s 
can stop Murdoch or ot her 
paper s benefiting: bv 
spearheading mass a;tion it 
Wapping and in the rest of 
the cou ntry . 

Flying picket s can 
organise blacking of all scab 
papers and their distribution. 
Speakers and leaflet s can ex
plain the issues to other 
workers . Such a campaign 
1vou ld be the springboard to 
a na ti onal print str ike. 

But this assault upon a 
previously powerful and well 
organised group of workers 
is not an ordinary industria! 
dispute it is an attack on the 
11·hole trade union mo1 e
ment. 

The print workers ha1 e 
always been to the fore in the 
struggle to improve condi
tio ns. Back in 1959 the print 
bosses resisted the unions' 
demands for the 40-hour 
11·eek on behalf of the whole 
of Briti sh industry. 

After an eight week stri ke 
the unions won a 42-hour 

week and by 1962 it was 
down to 40 hours. The rest 
of manufacturing industry 
soon fol lo wed. Th eir 
strength has set the pace on 
working conditions, hol idays 
and wages for many other 
workers. 

That is why a one day 
general strike must be 
organised in support of the 
print unions. A 11·arning shot 
must be fired. 

Appeal 
The bosses in e1 er y in

dustry must be sh0\1 n that 
their plans to smash trade 
union power will not go un 
challenged. It the TUC will 
not organise it then the print 
unions must appeal over 
thei r heads to the left leader
ships and the rank and file of 
other unions. 

And Labour must support 
such a strategy who le
heartedly. It is absurd that 
Labour PartY member Max
well's antics are i2:nored bv 
the Labour leaders and _<l. 

Labour prospective 
parliamentary candidate 
scabs a t Wapping, whilst the 
wit ch-h unt again st socialist s 
in Liverpoo l provides endless 
am munition for La bour' s 
enemies. 

E\"ERY DAY a Labour Parliamentary candidate crosses the 
picket line. 10 work on the Sun. Malcolm Withers is the can
didate for Stewnage . where attempts have been made to ex
pel 10 Jfilitant supporters from the Labour Party . 

Printers and other workers should write to Stevenage LP 
to express their outrage at this scabbing by a Labour 
candidate. 

The secretary. 1218, Bedwell Crescent. Stnenage. Hert s. 
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BRITAIN & IRELAND 

13 issues .. . £5.00 
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EUROPE 
(by air} 

26 issues .. £11.00 
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REST OF W ORLD 
(by air} 

26 issues . £16 00 
52 issues. £32.00 

Make cheques payable to Militant, and return t o the Circula tion 
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I would like to donate 
£ · p each week 
/month to the fighting 
fund . 

Sell 
I would like to sell __ 
pape rs pe r week 
(minimum 5} on a sale or 
return basis. 


