
Solidarity price £1 Labour to 
power on a 
socialist 

·The Marxist Paper for Labour _and Youth 30p programme 

. Inside ... 
South 
Africa 
The batt le for 
CO SA TU 
House. 

-page 8,9. 

.......... 
....... 

-:-· · : 7· . 

Ml5: 

ISSUE 846 8 May 1987 

IF THATCHER is returned for a third term she will 
be out to complete her counter revolution for the 
rich. The three million 
unemployed will 
become four or five 
million. The 9 million 
workers, 40 per cent of 
the workforce , forced 
to exist on poverty 
wages will become 50 or 
60 per cent. 

The sight of beggars on 
the streets of London, many 
of them young unemployed 
or among the capital's 
30,000 squatters, will 
become common. This is 
what Thatcher means by a 
return to Victorian values. 
She will implement her 'hid­
den agenda' of tax increases 
even for the very poorest. 

She must be stopped . 
Labour must act urgently. It 
must prove that it is the par­
ty that defends the 
unemployed, the poor and 
the sick. But more than that, 
it must show it is the party 
that will protect those in 
work who will lose their job 
if Thatcher gets back . Of 
those with their own home 
who will be thrown out if the 
Tories win again . 

A new general election is 
not just about electing a few 
MPs, it is the future of 
working people that is at 
stake. But the question on 
every workers' mind is how 
can the Tories be defeated? 

For two thirds of the 

By Peter Taaffe 
Editor Militant 

population are opposed to 
Thatcherism. Every ordinary 
household has been touched 
by une mplo yme nt­
amongst their friends, 
relatives and of most con­
cern to them , amongst thei r 
children. 

This is the most hated 
government in li ving 
memory . But millions of or­
dinary voters are waiting to 
be convinced that Labour 
can transform their lives, 
and guarantee employment 
and a future, for themselves 
and their families . 

They do not want slick 
posters and glossy symbols, 
but policies they can believe 
in, and a determined Labour 
leadership confident it can 
win . As TGWU leader , Ron 
Todd, has told the leader­
ship: "We have to fight stan­
ding on our feet, with ·a 
belief in what we are 
about." 

He and other union 
leaders have desperately urg­
ed Neil Kinnock to cam­
paign on the basic issues of 
jobs and housing, which are 
hitting Labour voters. Then 
the lag in tlle opinion polls 
could be made up in the elec­
tion period itself. 

This is not 1979. Then the 

A programme 
for victory. 

* Fighting for jo~ a 
massive increas.., on 
public spending, giv­
ing useful work to the 
unemployed. 

* Fighting for youth - a 
guaranteed job for all 
school and college 
leavers . 

* Fighting low pay- a 
national minimum 
wage of at least £ 120 
per week. 

* Fighting fo r homes-a 
pledge to build a 
million homes a year . 

* For a socialist 
programme­
nationalise the com­
manding heights of 
the economy under 
workers ' control and 
management. 

record of che right wing 
Callaghan Labour govern­
ment, culminating in the 
strikes of the low paid 
against its wages' norm, pav­
ed the way for the Tories. 

Nor is this 1983 , when 
Thatcher could bask in her 
Falklands 'triumph', reviv­
ing the memory of Britain's 
lost might. Then the election 
result was set before the 
campaign started. 

Now, in the few weeks of 
an election campaign, if the 
Labour leaders go on the of­
fensive against capitalism in 
decline, against the myth of 
the 'property owning 
democracy', they could in­
spire their traditional basis 
of support to turn out. 

With a socialist pro­
gramme, to plan production 
under the democratic control 
of the majority, the Labour 
leaders could provide the 
resources to meet workers ' 
needs . A fighting socialist 
campaign for victory can 
stop the Thatcher band­
wagon in its tracks. 

NHS Feature: 
The rich-poor hea lth divide - page 11 . Fighting fund 

Militant fighting fund update­
£37 ,000. See page 7. 

Security services threaten labour 
movement rights-page 6. 

i,,i ~~ ,.. 
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The Militant Editorial Board apologises 
for errors in this week's issue, which 
are due to technica l difficulties . 
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THE LABOUR PARTY national executive's decision 
to replace the democratically selected and constitu­
tionally endorsed parliamentary candidate, Sharon 
Atkin, is a threatening escalation of the Party right 
wing ' s preparedness to arbitarily victimise those they 
disagree with. It must be opposed by every Labour 
activist. 

This witch-hunting atmosphere was primarily 
created by the right's continuing attack upon Militant, 
the expulsion of the paper's Editorial Board, the at­
tacks upon Liverpool councillors and the expulsion 
of a number of individual Party members who sup­
port Marxist policies. 

The right have only been restrained from wider 
purges of Militant supporters, by the paper's deter­
mined but sober campaign against expulsions, and its 
ability to win the sympathy of ordinary Party 
members. 

This paper warned that if the right were allowed to 
succeed against Militant, they would come for others 
on the hard left next. The impmition of right wing 
parliamentary candidates is part of this process. 

Shallow political commentators , like Peter Kellner 
of the New Statesman , argued that "Militant bashing 
wins votes ." But after four years of expulsions, en­
quires and threats , Labour is in the same position in 
the polls as it was at the last general election. 

Kinnock at the Welsh TUC, raised again the charge 
of "bringing the Party into disrepute." Sharon Atkin, 
he judged, was guilty. But where is his public repudia­
tion of Sir James Callaghan, who has chosen this pre­
election period to again bring Labour's defence policy 
into disrepute? 

Is a new candidate to be imposed in Birkenhead 
in place of right winger Frank Field? He is urging elec~ 
tors to tactically vote Alliance rather than Labour in 
some seats. The local SPD have produced a leaflet an­
nouncing that Field backs their candidate for the coun­
cil elections, as he has told Labour voters not to sup­
port a Marxist Labour candidate standing in one of 
the wards . 

ls Stuart Weir, editor .of the Party magazine, New 
Socialist, to be removed? Just before an election he 
publicly wrote to the press that Labour has only a 
''remote chance of being returned as a majority 
government." To ordinary Party workers, preparing 
themselves for the hard slog of an election campaign, 
that is treachery. 

Militant does not agree with the views in question 
of Sharon Atkin, nor the manner in which they were 
expressed. Labour is not a ''racist party'', although 
Labour governments have enacted racist legislation, 
like immigration controls, which the left opposes and 
demands are repealed. 

The labour and trade union movement are the only 
organisations in capitalist society, which embody the 
ideas of workers' uni ty, solidarity and equality. Black 
and white workers must fight side by side within the 
labour movement, to ensure its leaders are fully com­
mitted to policies that will meet the needs of the en­
tire working class. That means a Labour Party pledg­
ed to full socialism. 

Militant opposes the creation of Black Sections, 
because they would not assist the building of that unity 
in action. Nor will a mere organistational change en­
courage the influx of black workers, that the Party 
must work for. 

The attack on Sharon Atkin, however, could fur­
ther damage the Party's image amongst some black 
voters. It may further disillusion rank and file 
members. They will have seen the overtly racist 
pressure on Kinnock from the press, to deal with 
Sharon Atkin. TheStar desribed her as "Chie f of the 
spear-carriers" for Black Sections. TheDaily Mirror 
called her Labour's "black sheep." 

What Kellner and the Labour leaders are unable to 
grasp, is that elections are not determined by the Par­
ty 's appreciation by the press nor by the opinion polls . 
Victory depends on the enthusiasm of the Labour 
workers and solid supporters, who then galvanise the 
rest of the Party' s vote. The leadership seem intent 
on demoralising their own key supporters. The results 
could be potentially disastrous. 
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Militant bashing will 
"I THINK Neil's speech was of 
historic importance ... We shall look 
back on this day as the moment 
when Labour won the next elec­
tion." (Denis Healey). 

Perhaps Healey was refer-
ring to an effective demoli­
tion job on the Tories or a 
searing indictment of 
capitalism? No, it was Neil 
Kinnock's imfamous denun­
ciation of Liverpool City 
Council and Militant sup­
porters at the 1985 Party 
conference. 

Healey's incredible state­
ment and similar ones by 
Hattersley are lovingly 
recorded in Michael Leap­
man' s 'semi-official' 
biography of Neil Kinnock 
just published. Leapman has 
virtually acted as a ghost 
writer in this apologia for the 
Kinnock brand of leader­
ship, closely collaborating 
with his staff and actually 
submitting the text to Kin­
nock before publication. 

This accounts for the 
jaundiced and inaccurate ac­
count of Kinnock's attack on 
Militant and the many errors 
of fact. 

Outnumbered 
Thus Leapman, commen­

ting on a highly successful 
Militant anti-witch-hunt ral­
ly in Kinnock's const ituency 
of Islwyn, claims that 
"Busloads of supporters 
came from as far away as 
Liverpool, but were afford­
ed some of their own treat­
ment when Kinnock loyalists 
paraded outside with 
placards''. 

There were no "busloads" 
from Liverpool. There were 
at least 150 local people at 
the 500 strong rally address­
ed by Derek Hatton and 
Peter Taaffe. Moreover the 

By Peter Taaffe 

ten Kinnock "loyalists" with 
placards were heavily out­
numbered and were invited 
into the meeting to put their 
case, though they refused. 

Lea pm an has also 
swallowed the legend that 
David Blunkett init iated the 
famous incident at the 1985 
conference when Derek Hat­
ton withdrew his resolution 
in the interests of 'unity ' in 
favour of another resolution 
which effectively made the 
same points. The initiative 
came from Derek Hatton 
and Milirant supporters. 
Blunkett eagerly seized on it 
as a "masterly strategy". 

Leapman's book does 
however have one merit; it 
shows in some detail that 
Kinnock and his advisors are 
absolutely obsessed with 
Militant . The book is not so 
much a 'biography' as an 
account-a very one-sided 
one-of the right-wing 
Labour leadership 's war 
against Militant. 

It accepts the totally false 
analysis that 'Militant­
bashing' wins Labour votes. 
On the contrary, Kinnock 's 
assault on his own party 
members-not just Militant, 
but others like Leslie 
Huckfield and Sharon 
Atkin-has been at the 
behest of the Tories and big 
business . 

The book records his 
slavish response to the 
editorials in the capitalist 
press to distance himself 
from the miners and ham-

Morrell defeated 
THE EX- LEFT leader of the Inner London Education 
Authority, Frances Morre ll , was removed at the AGM of 
the Labour Group . Her replacement by Neil 1-letcher is 
seen as a swing to the left . 

Her defeat, by a majority of just one, represents a vote 
against Labour local authorities implementing Tory 
government cuts. It is a vote against the national Labour 
leadership's strategy of the dented shield-stay in office, 
do not confront the government, try to prevent the worst 
of the Tory attacks . 

The ILEA under Morrell has compulsorily redeployed 
teachers, not filled vacancies and enraged teachers, 
parents and school students. 

lose votes 
mer Liverpool. While it tells 
how close he feels to the 
miners and how much he 
"likes to wake up in the 
modest terrace house he 
keeps as a pied-a-terre" in 
his constituency, it also lauds 
his absence from the miners' 
picket lines during the strike. 

When he did venture 
along , "Kinnock spent 90 
minutes there and said after­
wards: 'At 5 am the reper­
toire of jokes was 
astounding"! 

Dancing 

We also learn that after 
expelling Tony Mulhearn 
and oth er Li verpool 
Militantsupporters, "Kin­
nock and Hattersley both 
had to miss Prime Minister' s 
Question Time ... Kinnock 
was forced to cancel a speech 
at a Savo y hotel din ­
ner ... but Neil and Glenys 
Kinnock did get there by 11, 
in time to join in the danc­
ing at the end. Always an 
energetic dancer, that night 
he ji ved with special 
abandon"! 

Leapman also shows that 
the attempt to undermine 
Mi/itant's influence in Liver­
pool began long before the 
' redundancy notices' clash in 
late 1985. He shows that 
"Charles Clarke visited 
Liverpool in February 1985 
to liaise with people who 
might form the nucleus of an 
anti-Militant faction". 

Leapman also gives a ac­
count of Kinnock's growing 
contempt for the socialist 
foundations which the 
Labour Party rests on. He 

was determined to ditch the 
allegedly electorally un­
popular "ideological bag­
gage" such as opposition to 
the saie of council houses 
and proposals to nationalise 
some industries. 

The result of all this has 
been a slump in Labour's 
electoral fortunes . On the 
book's jacket, Leapman 
writes: "By the beginning of 
1987, Labour was regularly 
achieving 38 per cent in opi ­
nion polls". Yet now Labour 
stands at about six per cent 
below that. 

Leapman, echoing Kin­
nock, describes the miners ' 
strike as "the wasted year" . 
But the real 'wasted four 
years' have been those when 
the right wing Labour 
leadership have criminally 
and irresponsibly concen­
trated their fire not on the 
Tories and the capitalis t 
enemy, but on the left within 
the Labour Party. The 
result? A slide in Labour 
support. 

However, we are probably 
four to five weeks away 
from the election. The last 
'four wasted years' can be 
made up for if Labour now 
puts forward a fighting 
socialist programme. Victory 
over the Tory/ Liberal/SOP 
axis can be achieved, but on­
ly if the Labour leadership 
throws overboard the total­
ly false concept that a 'war 
on the left' is the way to win 
an election . 

Merseyside Militant 
Rally 

Sunday 17 May, 7pm 
Philharmonic Hall, Hope Street, 

Liverpool 
Speakers: Peter Taaffe, Nimrod 

Sejake 
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Workers' day o defiance 
AROUND THE world, 
May Day has been a focal 
point for workers in 
struggle. 

In South Africa , all outdoor 
May Day rallies were banned. 
Nevertheless, rallies by the Con­
gress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) went ahead in 
a number of centres. 

Particularly significant were 
rallies in Natal, despite the terror 
by lnkatha vigilantes . There were 
1,000 workers in jubilant mood at 
the Umlazi rally (one of three in 
Durban) , where local COSATU of­
ficials st ressed the importance of 
the national minimum wage 
campaign. 

In Cape Town 11,000 gathered, 
with far more Coloured workers 
joining their African brothers and 
sisters than last year. The mood 
was combative. Though this was 
not reflected in the platform 
speeches, the singing was · of the 
struggle for socialism. 

In an important new develop­
ment, May Day was celebrated by 
8,000 workers in Katatura 
township in Windhoek, Namibia's 
capital. They passed a resolution in 
solidarity with the struggle of 
South African workers and con­
demned the police attack on 
COSA TU House (see centre 
pages) . 

Striking Spanish railway workers being addressed by miners' leader, Camacho. 

In Sri Lanka too, the right-wing 
Jayawardena regime imposed a ban 
on May Day meetings. This was 
defied by the Marxist Nava Sama 
Samaja Party, raising the banner of 
working-class solidarity against the 
background of massacres and 
escalating communal violence bet­
ween the state forces and armed 
groups of the Tamil national 
minority. Other opposition party 
leaders were forced to follow the 
example of the NSSP. At least one 
death was reported as 7 ,000 police 

attacked the workers' rallies with 
batons, tear gas and bullets. 

In Spain, the unprecedented 
wave of youth and industrial strug­
gle against the austerity policies of 
the Socialist government was 
reflected in a huge rally in Madrid 
called by the UGT (Socialist trade 
union federation). While UGT 
leader Redondo denounced the 
government's policies, Socialist 
prime minister Gonzalez was 
nowhere to be seen. 

In Eastern Europe, May Day 
was 'celebrated' in ritual official 
displays by the Stalinist regimes. 
(The exception was Romania, 
where the desperate economic crisis 
resulting from the regime's 
mismanagement forced it to cancel 

Leicester 
takes on 
the racists 
A NOISY and lively demonstration 
against racism was held by the Labour 
Party Young Socialists (LPYS) in 
Leicester on Saturday. Many black and 
white young people joined the march 
en route. 

Eight Dunlop shop stewards honoured the 
demonstration by carrying their TGWU banner 
for the first time in Leicester. The Inland 
Revenue Staffs Federation banner was also 
there. A few Militant supporters raised £66 from 
other IRSF members and one person joined the 
union on the strength of the demonstration. 

In all £200 was raised on the demo (plus £50 
in one night with rattling tins), 50 copies of Mili­
tant were sold and seven names for the LPYS 
were collected. 

It was not all blue skies, however. A heavy 
cloud appeared over the other side of the city 
when it was discovered a few days earlier that 
the British National Party (BNP) had booked 
a multi-racial school for an 'election' meeting 
on the same afternoon as the demonstration. 

the holiday). 
But in Poland a series of unof­

ficial May Day rallies showed the 
widespread mood of opposition to 
bureaucratic rule, despite five years 
of state clampdown against the in­
dependent workers' movement. 

In many towns, church 
masses-in effect opposition 
rallies-were followed by 
demonstrations. In Warsaw, 
demonstrators hoisted the slogan 
coined by Soviet leader Gorbachev: 
"We need democracy like fresh 
air". This did not prevent the 
police from breaking up the rally ; 
as a government spokesman ex­
plained, the demonstrators were 
"making fun" of the slogan! 

In the USSR itself, perestroika 

(reorganisation) was the theme of 
the May · Day parades. But , 
sign ificantly, when the official 
Communist youth paper asked its 
readers to describe any changes in 
their own situation resulting from 
Gorbachev's re forms, mo st 
reported: " I have noticed no 
changes whatsoever". 

Change is what working men 
and women are demanding. 
Economic crises, worsening misery 
and savage repression will force 
growing numbers into st ruggle in 
the coming year, and emphasise the 
message of May Day with increas­
ing clarity: working-class solidari­
ty, on a programme of socialist 
transformation, to rid the world of 
exploitation and tyranny . 

The meeting had been opposed by most pupils 
and teachers and they tried to prevent it taking 
place. LPYS members leafleted the school and 
called for the students to walk out on the Fri­
day afternoon and attend a rally against racism 
on the park opposite. 

Police arresting anti-facist demonstrator in Leicester on Saturday. 

This was widely supported, but the students 
were prevented by the headmaster , some 
teachers and an intimidating presence of police 
at the school gates. They informed LPYS 
members that "the heavies are round the cor­
ner" and if the rally took place they would be 
charged with incitement to riot. 

Yet some students were able to escape and 
demonstrate their opposition to fascism. Those 
pupils who stayed inside discussed with sym-

pathetic teachers what they could do and spent 
the rest of the afternoon making placards and 
banners opposing the BNP, with slogans like 
Black and White Unite and No to Racists, which 
were put up around the school for the fascists 
to see. 

After the Saturday demonstration, anti­
fascists were encouraged to make their way to 
the school to oppose the BNP. About 20-30 
fascists, protected by about 300 police, held 
their rally. They were blatantly carrying iron 
bars and billiard cues, which the police allowed. 

150 anti-fascists were also allowed in, but a 

police barrier kept the two sides apart. There 
were a few skirmishes and arrests. 

That night, under cover of darkness, a fami­
ly of Militant supporters with two small children 
had their house attacked and the doors and win­
dows paint-sprayed. 

The labour movement must take up this racist 
threat and the LPYS will continue the 
campaign. * Black and white workers unite to fight racism * No platform for fascists 

By a Militant reporter 
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Sharon Atkin 
tried in her 
absence 
AT ITS April meeting, Labour's na­
tional executive committee (NEC) for 
once started off with its priorities 
right-it discussed the general election 
as the first item on the agenda. There 
was full agreement that the party would 
not allow itself to be distracted from the 
main task of winning. 

It was also agreed that the election 
slogan Crying out for a Change was too 
SPDish and had to be changed for a 
pro-Labour slogan. 

Linda· Douglas moved a statement 
about the racist policies of Tower 
Hamlets Liberal council which was pass­
ed unanimously. 

The meeting could not keep this up 
however, and in the end the majority of 
the time was yet again spent on 
disciplinary proceedings. 

Most was devoted to Sharon Atkin, 
Labour candidate for Nottingham East, 
who had been accused of calling the 
Labour Party "racist" and saying she 
didn't give a damn if she was not the 
Labour candidate at the next general 
election. It was obvious that minds were 
already made up about what was to 
come out of the discussion. 

Comrade Atkin was unable to attend 
because of family illness, and was 
represented by Keva Coombes. By 19 
votes to 6, it was agreed to proceed to 
discuss the matter without her and by 
the same margin to discuss disciplining 
her, refer the case to!the National Con­
stitutional Committee (NCC) , suspend 
her until they have dealt with her case 
and impose Mohammed Aslam as the 
prospective parliamentary candidate for 
Nottingham East. 

This was done despite Keva Coombes 
on her behalf withdrawing every word 
the party found offensive and giving a 
pledge that she would stick completely 
to the constitution. 

The only thing she did not withdraw 
was her support for black sections, but 
even Roy Hattersley conceded that there 
is nothing wrong with supporting a 
minority view like black sections. 

Six opposed 
The six opposed to all this were Lin­

d a Douglas, Tony Benn, Joan 
Maynard, Dennis Skinner, Jo Richard­
son and Audrey Wise. Tom Sawyer, 
Eric Clarke, David Blunkett, Tam 
Dalyell and Michael Meacher all voted 
with the right. 

When the left tried to get Neil Kin­
nock to demand that Frank Field MP 
annouce publicly that every voter should 
back Labour, next business was suc­
cessfully moved and. all that was promis­
ed was that the Chief Whip would see 
him and report back to the general 
secretary. 

Again the setting up of Liverpool 
District Labour Party was raised, after 
Liverpool MPs had complained to the 
NEC. It was reported that once the city 
council Labour group and Broadgreen 
constituency party had been officially 
set up again, the district party would be 
set up in time for the general election. 

Josie Aitman and Elaine Bannister, 
of Broad.green Labour Party, were 
referred to the NCC after a report of an 
'investigation' by the general secretary, 
Larry Whitty, was put to the meeting. 
Whitty has never met the two accused 
to hear their cases and the 'report' con­
sisted of copied pages from the in­
vestigation into Broadgreen Labour 
.Party. The only new material put for­
ward was that they wrote for Mersey 
Militant. 
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Tories plan more misery 
TORY PLANS to increase the 
misery of working class people 
have been revealed in a recently 
published Labour Party document. 
In The Reai Conservative 
Manifesto, Labour shows that the 
Tories will increase VAT, adding 
£10.75 to the average family's cost 
of living, increase council rents by 
£12 per week, introduce a poll tax, 
which will mean pensioners paying 
£6.68 per week, privatise na­
tionalised industries such as steel, 
water and electricity, and force 
local authorities to sell off all their 
services. 

Labour's revelations have hit a 
raw nerve and given an idea of how 
the party should be campaigning. 
Tory Party chairman, Norman 

Tebbit , accused Labour of 
"cheating, lies and deceit" . But 
despite Tebbit's protests, everyone 
of the initiatives has been taken 
from statements of Tory cabinet 
ministers themselves. 

In the last two elections, the 
Tories have concealed the vast ma­
jority of their anti-working class 
proposals. In 1979, the Tories 
denied they intended doubling 
VAT. It has gone up from 8 to 15 
per cent. 

After the 1983 election, Piers 
Wooley, a former research asistant 
at Conservative central office, ad­
mitted: "Mrs. Thatcher essential­
ly misled the electorate. The facts 
weren't put before the electorate 
and therefore no adequate judge-

ment of the Government's record 
or its future policies could be 
made." 

Since 1983, the Tories have con­
firmed charges made at the time by 
abolishing the death grant, axing 
the maternity grant, removing 
heating help for 2 million pen­
sioners and cutting housing rent 
and mortgage relief for the 
unemployed and low-paid. 

The only one of Labour's 
pre-1983 predictions that hasn't 
come true is the claim that there 
would be a standard rate of income 
tax of 45p in the pound. Income 
tax has been cut so as to induce a 
pre-election spending boom. 

Thatcher's aim to eradicate 
socialism in her third term is not a 

-u 

simple ideological notion. It means 
removing absolutely any form of 
state assistance to the under­
priveleged for ever. 

After riots, the miners' strike 
and the quadrupling of unemploy­
ment, Thatcher's infamous speech 
on the steps of 10, Downing Street 
should now read: 

"Where there is discord, may we 
increase disharmony; where there 
is error, may we change the way of 
calculating the figures; where there 
is doubt, may we bring despair; 
where there is despair, may we 
bring the rope." 

By Ken Smith 
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" WE AR,E the party for yuppies," 
Bryan Gould, Labour's campaigns 
director, told the Daily Express last 
week . 

A graduate of no less than three 
universities himself, he went on to say 
that Labour must appeal to "the high­
flying (and) well-educated". 

In the pay of the bosses 

Gould is MP for Dagenham. The 
Borough of Barking and Dagenham has 
the lowest figure for entry to higher 
education in the country . Labour's ma­
jority in Dagenham was 21 ,000 in 1974 
but fe ll to 3,000 in 1983 , when Gould 
first stood there . Plenty of people there 
are no t flying very high thanks to the 
Tories and surely Gould should be ad­
dressing himself to them. 

On the TV programme The Week in 

TH E LIBERAL/S DP 
ALLIANCE pretend to be in­
dependent of bosses and unions. 
At a n Alliance rally in 
February, Liberal leader David 
Steel said it was against the in­
terests of democracy that the 
Tories should be so dependent 
on donat ions fro m the City of 
London . 

The Alliance are now doing 
what they can to put this 
right-by persuading some of 
the Tories' backers to finance 
them instead ! Last year big 
business fi nanced the Alliance 
to the tune of £60, 186, 42per 
cent more than the year before. 
Meanwhile the poor old Tories' 
donations fell by £30,000 to a 
mere £1.85 million . 

Former Liberal MP , John 
-Pardoe , wound up the rally 
Steel had addressed with an ap­
peal to big business to fi nance 
the " mould-breakers". If the 
bosses did not help the Alliance 
to replace Labour , they might 
suffer the consequences, he 
said . 

The next day, Steel appeared 
on a radio phone-in pro­
gramme. A caller asked him if, 
in the light o f his remarks, the 
Alliance would return donations 
made to it by the Norwich 

How the 
Alliance 

funded • 
IS 
Union and Commercial Union 
insurance giants, the British 
School of Motoring, and Tate 
a nd Ly le. H is immediate 
response was to be less than 
truthful. 

Corrupt 
" To my certain knowledge, 

I'm sure that we haven't had 
anything frorr. Tate and Lyle ... I 
know for certain they've never 
given us anything," he said . 

The caller told Steel that the 
company report said they had 
given £2,500 in 1983-84 and ask­
ed him if that money would be 
given back. · 

"You say it's £2 ,500 ," Steel 
replied ," ! don ' t feel , really, 
that 's somehow corrupting the 
party, sums of that sort ." 

Steel might feel that the sum 
of £188,000 is enough to corrupt 

a party. It is probably the 
largest ever donation from a 
company to a political party. It 
was given by the British School 
of Motoring to .. . the Liberal 
Party. 

Some companies donate both 
to the Tories and the Alliance, 
since both are deserving causes 
from a capitalist point of view. 
Marks and Spencer gave £5,000 
to a Liberal/SDP commission 
on employment and industrial 
relations. These benevolent 
employers recently abolished 
paid tea breaks fo r t heir 
workers. Was this one of the 
commission ' s recommenda­
tio ns? Mar ks and Spencer 
justified the donation as " being 
in line with our policy of sup­
porting organisations with a 
st rong fr ee -enter p r ise 
approach.'' 

So, next time you hear the 
Alliance attack Labour for be­
ing " in the pay of the unions", 
remember that they are fund ed 
by some of the country's biggest 
capitalis t concerns. You might 
also remember the old saying, 
"He who pays the piper, calls 
the tune''. 

By Kevin Ramage 

Peek Freans deserts Bermondsey 
ON FRIDAY, as workers at Peek 
Freans in Bermondsey were leaving fo r 
the bank holiday weekend, the manage­
ment announced that the factory was 
to close with the loss of over 1,000 jobs. 
This came as a bolt from the blue. On­
ly two months ago they had been told 
that their jobs were 100 per cent safe. 
Many have worked for the firm for 30 
years or more. 

In the last few years Metal Box, 
Molins, Courage brewery and many 

firms in the food industry have closed 
down. Thousands of jobs have been 
lost on the docks. Unemployment now, 
stands at 26 per cent in the area. Peak 
Freans was the last big private 
employer. The workers had better fight 
for the only jobs they are likely to have­
the ones they have got now. Labour 
parliamentary candidate , John Bryan, 
has pledged to support the workers in 
any struggle they undertake to save 
their jobs. 

ELECTION 
COUNTDOWN 
LABOUR HAS drawn up a list of 
"key performers" for TV ap­
pearances. The five who are ex­
pected to make the vast majority of 
appearances are Roy Hattersley, 
John Smith, Denis Healey, Gerald 
Kaufman and Jack Cunningham . 
Every one of these is a membEr of 
the misnamed "Solidarity"group, 
showing once again that the cam-

A Message from Labour's 
Candidate 

--DANGER! -­
TDRIES AT WORK ... 

"" ' ... ... .. ::.'"~~~.:'.."::: :::::~· .::·:.::.·.: ~ , .,,. ,. ""'' ... '"· 

Politics, Gould repeated his foolish 
remarks. The Labour leaders have gone 
along with the totally false analysis, 
repeated on this programme, that the 
decline of British manufacturing in­
dustry has reduced the size of the work­
ing class . As evidence they point out 
that the manufacturing workforce has 
shrunk by fo ur million since 1945. They 
conveniently forget that this is the 
number of unemployed who , far from 
being "yuppies", find themselves in the 
most desperate circumstances of the 
whole working class. 

Class policies 
Many of those white-collar and 

technical workers that Gould and his ilk 
believe to be upwardly mobile, are in 
fact today's militant trade unionists . At 
this very moment, teachers and civil ser­
vants are involved in industrial action, 
and being told off by Labour 
spokesman because of it! 

Labour will win if it campaigns on 
class policies . Education as a right for 
all, including Bryan Gould's consti­
tuents, should be one of them! 

By Maggie McGinley 
Barking Labour Party 

paign will be completely dominated 
by the Party's right-w ing. 

SOME LOCAL parties have started 
general election preparat ions in a 
much more inspired spirit than the 
national leadership. 

In t he North-East, Blyth Labour 
Party is circulating a letter to young 
voters (see below). Their candidate, 
Ronnie Campbell, an ex-miner, pro­
mises to live on a miner's wage if 
elected. 

Bermondsey Labour Party mobilis­
ed 220 people on a canvass last 
Sunday. They have a 5,000 Liberal 
majority to demolish, but splits are 
beginning to appear in the Liberals' 
ranks . 

In Rotherhithe, reports Willie Grif­
fin.a former Liberal Party member 
expressed interest in joining the 
Labour Party; He felt he had been 
conned into believing there were 
magic wands that could be waved 
to solve the problems on the 
estates. But as soon as the Liberals 
had won the council seats, their 
level of activity had plummeted, just 
like the old Labour right-wing whom 
they had criticised. 

Bermondsey Labour Party has 
issued a leaflet publicising Owen 
and Steel's willingness to support 
Thatcher in a hung parliament. John 
Bryan, Labour's candidate, has writ­
ten to the Liberal MP, Simon 
Hughes, to ask if he agrees with this 
plan. So far, he has recieved no 
reply! 

THE VILE Sun has printed the fin­
dings of another "exclusive" poll 
from its friends in Audience Selec­
tion. Strangely enough, this one did 
not get the front page headlines af­
forded to the outfit's previous offer­
ing, reported in Election Countdown 
two weeks ago. 

In fact, it occupies about a sixth 
of the space at the bottom of page 
two. Could this possibly be because 
it reports that the Tories have drop­
ped three points and the Alliance 
two, while Labour has risen five? 



School students 
take on the Tories 
THE BRITISH education 
system is crumbling. 
Under the Tories' 
capitalist system, 
working-class school 
students will only end up 
on the dole or a ·YTS 
scheme, so the govern­
ment see no need to spend 
money on their 
education. 

In state schools, the 
buildings are crumbling and 
students often have io play 
'hunt the chair' before 
lessons because the schools 
are so short of such basic 
equipment. 

Yet Kenneth Baker ac­
cuses the teachers working in 
this environment of damag­
ing children's education 
because they have had to 

OUR SCHOOL was so 
cold in the winter we 
had to light all the 
bunsen burners to keep 
the classroom warm . In 
the maths corrido r the 
ceiling kept falling down 
because of the leaky 
roof . In the end they just 
left it with the rafters 
showing . We have to do 
sponsored events to buy 
paper and books every 
year . My mate ' s English 
teacher bought 30 new 
books out of his wages 
because the school 
couldn't afford to . 

We had nearly 70 staff 
in our school when I was 
in the first year; now 
we've got 51, and all of 
then try to leave every 
year because they have 
to work in their prepara­
tion time to cover for the 
shortages . The school's 
budget has been cut and 
they can't afford to fi ll 
the vacancies. 

Gavin Tommey, Wat­
ford school leaver. 

******* OUR SCHOOL is in a 
mess; they closed half 
the school, with the best 
sports hall, canteen and 
workshops, to make 
educational offices , while 
the school students now 
have to work in a 
building built before 
World War II . 

The courses are 
rid iculous; there is one 
history book between 
three of us and there are 
32 in my English class. 
A cookery teacher was ill 
for a yea r and no 
replacement was found, 
so half the class couldn ' t 
take the 0-level and had 
to do CSE cookery in­
stead. Even then they 
didn't have the course 
work for t he exam; it 
was a sham. 

Caroline Austin, Bex­
leyheath school student . 

Save our schools 
fight a two-year batt le for a 
decent wage; and all the 
Tories have given them is the 
removal of their negotiating 
rights. 

Now the Tories are ex­
pected to include several 
more 'reforms' of the educa­
tion and training system in 
their elect ion manifesto. 
They aim to force school 
leavers into low-paid jobs or 
their YTS schemes to create 
a pool of cheap labour for 
big business. 

Together with the plan for 
compulsory Job Training 
Schemes, this will be a way 

of fiddling the unemploy­
ment figures even more, as 
young workers are forced 
from scheme to scheme. 

The Tories and th e 
capitali st sys tem offer 
nothing to working-class 
youth-no education, no 
job, no future. 

But schools students in 
London, Manchester and 
Brighton have shown that 
they are not prepared to sit 
back. Now the School 
Students' Union (SSU) has 
launched a national day of 
action for 14 May to 
mobilise the young against 

the Tories' dead-end plans. 
They are demanding a say 

in how the schools are run, 
what they are taught and 
what choices they have when 
they leave. 

The SSU is figh ting to get 
the Tories out and for a 
Labour government which 
will put an end to YTS ex­
ploitation, give a grant of at 
least £27 a week io school 
students over 16 and provide 
real jobs for schoo l leavers. 

These measures would be 
a step towards a socialist 
system of education that can 
provide decent educa tion , 
real training and jobs for 
working-class people. 

By Dave Sirokin 
(Secretary SSUI 

National action 14 May 
THE DAY of action on 14 

May is being taken up all 
over England and Wales. 
Most areas are holding lob­
bies and rallies, whilst m;my 
are taking half-day strike 
action. 

In Middlesbrough a rally 
with bands in the middle of 
the town is planned. 
Brighton School Students 
Union are planning a 
Brighton-wide strike for 14 
May and are approaching 
the Technical College YTS 
trainees for support. They 
also plan a youth festival, 
with local bands, for the 
evening. 

School students in Dudley 
are using a questionnaire and 
leaflets in their schools to 
show their mates just what 
the Tories are planning. 1n 
the Potteries they are using 
a petition to raise money for 
the union. 

In Wales the message is 
being taken to the Tories 
with a lobby of the Tory 
Club in Neath town centre 
and a dinnertime lobby of 
the Swansea Job Centre. 

Lobbies and demonstra­
tions are also taking place in 
GloucPster, Salford, 
Rochdale and throughout 
London, and strikes are 

planned all over Manchester. 
In Liverpool, the Echo has 
already publicised the day of 
action. 

School students are 
preparing to tell Thatcher 
and Co exactly what they 
think of YTS conscription . 
What is your school organis­
ing? The LPYS calls upon all 
its members to throw its 
forces behind the school 
students. What has your 
branch organised? 

For more information , 
contact the SSU, 102 St Pan­
cras Way, London NWl, or 
telephone (01) 485 6352 and 
leave a message. 

''This 
but a 

is not just a laugh, 
fight for our future" 

AT THE Labour Party 
Young Socialists con­
ference there was a 
School Students Union 
meeting. This was the 
first I had ever heard of 
the SSU . I was really im­
pressed when I heard the 
comrades talking about 
the SSU demonstrations 
in London and Brighton, 
where hundreds of school 
students turned up. 

They found out that 
this was not just a laugh, 
but a fight for their 
future. 

When I arrived home I 
found out that there was 
a National Union of 
Teachers conference. I 
was invited to come and 
speak at the Militant 
meeting about the SSU 
demonstration on 14 
May. This is what I said: 

"We know the Tories 
plan to abolish the sup­
plementary benefit for 
under-18s . So this will 
mean YTS conscription. 
This is the first step. If we 
don't defeat these pro­
posals then the new Job 
Training Scheme for 
18-25 year olds will also 
be made compulsory. 
This means no work, no 
dole. 

"The Tories have made 
big cuts in education since 
they have been in power. 
They have abolished the 
teachers' right to 
negotiate and plan to 
hand over the entire run­
ning of the schools to the 
headmasters and big 
business . They have im­
posed the new GCSE 
exams on us without the 
extra money needed for 
books and equipment. 

'Compulsory 
JTS means no 
work, 
no dole' 

"Now they plan to in· 
troduce exams at 7, 11 
and 14 years old, creating 
City Technology Colleges 
only open to an elite . 
State schools will be left 
to rot, only to be used to 
prepare us for slave 
labour schemes. 

"Univers ity and 
Polytechnic student 
grants are going to be 

abolished, closing down 
higher education to all 
but a super-rich elite. 

"In the coming general 
election we have no say 
on these attacks on our 
rights and our future. 
That is why we must act 
now. 

''The School Students 
Union demands: * No to YTS conscrip­
tion; for trade union 
rights and rates of pay 
and guaranteed jobs at 
the end of the schemes; * No education cuts; for 
a £35 a week grant for all 
16 year olds who want to 
study; 
* No attacks on the 
teachers' unions; 
* The right of school 
students to organise in 
every school and the right 
to a say in the running of 
the schools; * The right to vote at 16. 

"So, comrades, please 
try and support us on 
Thursday 14 May, the 
SSU day of action, as we 
will support you!" 

By Johanna Segal 
(member of SSU, aged 

1 2) 

8 May 1987 MILITANT 5 

London school students demonstrate in support of teachers. 

Three weeks .left­
defend the LPVS 

JOHN MANN is the co-author of the Fabian pam­
phlet Youth - the Missing Generation, written to 
attack the Labour Party Young Socialists (LPYSJ 
and provide ammunition for the right wing in the 
consultation process currently taking place over 
proposals for its reorganisation . 

Yet incredibly, at the general management com­
mittee of Norwood Labour Party, he voted agairst 
even discussing these proposals. Now Mann 's 
own Labour Party will not be replying, as the con­
sultation ends on 22 May. 

Among those Labour Parties which have 
discussed the proposals, Glasgo w Pollok, Ealing 
North , Basildon, Bristol East and North Bedforshire 
have voted in favour of the LPYS 's democratic 
proposals . 

Wokingham backed the LPYS unanimously; at 
Ealing Southall, where Linda Douglas debated with 
Mann 's co-author Phil Woo /as , there was only one 
vote against. 

ASTMS divisional council (region 5) has voted 
to support the YS's position. 

Headcorne and Leeds in Maidstone and 
Stonehaven in North East Scotland felt that cut­
ting the age limit to 21 would be detrimental: " To 
cast young people into the vast spectrum of the 
Labour Party at 21 would only add to the aliena­
tion many of the youth feel towards the Labour 
Party". 

Most importantly, the youth of the labour move­
ment themselves are ensuring that their voice is 
heard. Isle of Wight LPYS and Glasgow College of 
Technology Labour Club have come out in support 
of the LPYS position. 

The Scottish GMBA TU youth conference 
significantly voted against cutting the age limit to 
21. 

With only three weeks to go for the consultation 
exercise, it is essential that every Party and trade 
union organisation, and the youth of the party 
above all, pass resolutions in support of the LPYS 
proposals in order to ensure a proper voice inside 
the Labuur Party after the election. 

Rush in resolutions by 22 May to Joyce Gould, 
1 50 Walworth Road, London SE 1 7 1 JT. 
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Irish connection 
TWO DISENCH ANTED 
5ecuri ty service officers who 
served in Northern Ireland, 
Colin Wallace and Fred 
Holroyd , have recorded a 
disturbing catalogue of illegal 
abuses by the service in the 
province. 

By Jeremy Birch 

MIS in co-operation with sec­
tions of the army and of the RUC, 
had its own independent strategy 
for Ireland. It operated beyond vir­
tually any control of the British 
government. And through a varie­
ty of underhand and illegal 
methods sought to subvert govern­
m ent policy and remove 
Westminster polit icians that stood 
in its way. 

Wallace worked for an army in­
formation unit that operated in 
close co-opera tion with MIS in the 
North . He was involved in the ear­
ly seventies in its smear campaign 
against leading British government 
ministers considered 'soft' on ter­
rorism. These included both Tory 
Irish secretary , Willie Whitelaw, 
and hi s Labour successor, Merlin 
Rees. To ry Prime Minister, Ted 
Heath, was also a target. 

_ Military solutions 
Wallace maintai ns that par­

ticu larly after the election of the 
Labour government in February 
1974 his instructions were changed 
-from " disorienting" the te r­
rorists, to " di so rienting" the 
government. 

He was also involved in feed ing 
material to Ai rey Neave, who 
became Tory oppos it io n Irish 
spokesman, whi ch was used in 
speec hes to a ttack Labour' s Iri sh 
policy. Neave particula rly wanted 
from MIS "inside information " on 
Labour' s hard left. 

Nea\e was a close confida nt of 
Thatche r , a nd acted a <; her cam -

paign manager for the Tory leader­
ship contest in 197S. Wallace ex­
poses that through the black pro­
paganda activities, MIS was com­
mitted to undermining Labour and 
removing it from government , 
while securing a new tougher 
leaders hip for the To ry Party. 

Wallace reveals that MIS was set 
on an a ll out mili tary so lution in 
Irel and , whatever the view of the 
government to which it was sup­
posed ly reponsible. Here it even 
clashed with MI6 whi ch worked 
along with the bipartisan approach 
of the two major British political 
parties, to apparently seek some 
political solu tion . 

M I6 helped ar range coven fun­
ding and support for the non­
sectarian parties of the centre . It 
also helped set up meetings between 
prominent IR A members and 
Westminster politicians. Mean­
wh il e MIS was planning th e 
assas inaiio n of those very same 
IRA leaders. 

Ml6 also played a major part in 
arrang ing the IRA ceasefire in 
1975 . This was deli berately wreck ­
ed by a campaign of assasinations 
of Catho li cs by Pro testsant 
paramilitaries, working wi th the 
secu rit y services. Wallace has li nk­
ed 30 assasi nations to Protestant 
parami lit aries operating as proxies 
in th is way. 

Holroyd alleges securit y service 
agents supported th e 1974 P rotes­
tant UWC strike, wh ich brought 
down the power sharing executi ve 
negotiated by Whitelaw and Heath . 
He also di >closes that the three car 
bombs let off in Dublin in May 
1974 killing 26 people, were the 
work of Protestant paramilitaries 
engaged by the secur ity services . 
T heir aim was to force the Du blin 
gove rnm ent a lso into tougher 
securit y measures. 

Wa ll ace believes that M IS's ac­
tivi ties in Ire la nd were "part of th e 
\\· ider /\115 ope rat io n again st 
Harol d \\' il<,on an d oth er political 
personalite'.,. 

* An urgent labour movement inquiry into the secret service, in­
viting all those with expert knowledge and those w ho feel they 
have been among its victims, to give evidence. The security 
services are vehemently opposed to any pu bl ic ity which could 
then restrain their activities. Labour has a duty to ex pose their 
methods , to reveal all the facts and t o w a rn ord inary workers 
of the real threat to their democ ratic rig hts posed by the securi­
ty services. 

* The dis bandment by the ne xt Labour gove rnment of Ml5 , M16 
a nd the other sections of the security services which th reaten 
the labou r movement an d the destruction of all their political 
files. 

* The restoration of trade union rig hts in GC HQ, a nd their ex ­
tens ion t o a ll the arme d forces . 

A threat to 
worl<ers' rights 
WHY DID the Tory government spend £1 million in 
an Australian courtroom, unsuccessfully fighting to 
bloc publication of a book by former M 15 agent, Peter 
Wright? Why did the Tories take out injunctions 
against the Guardian and Observer last year t o stop 
them reporting his revelations? Why now are t hey 
similarly restrict ing The Independent, Daily Ne ws and 
Evening Standard? 

Peter Wright revea led just a glimpse of the subver­
sive and t hreatening activities of the security services . 
His disc losures confirm t hat they owe no allegiance 
to the elect ed government s they claim to serve , fa r 
less to t he defence of democracy. 

They are an arm of the capitalist state, committed 
to the defence of the ruling class and its syst em from 
any threat from the working class majority . They repre­
sent a direct threat to the labour movement and its 
democratic rights . On their files they have three million 
names, many of them Labour and trade union activists. 

* Wright provides details of 
MIS' s plot to undermine the 
1974 Harold Wilson Labour 
government , involving up to 30 
senior MIS officers. Tory MP, 
Jonathan Aitken (himself a 
former MIS officer), told the 
Commons: " It is inconceivable 
(that this) could have been car­
ried out on a completely 
unauthorised , freelance basis. " * Wright testified: "I have 
referred to a great many acts by 
officers of MIS, including 
m ys elf , which constituted 
breaches of the law . Our opera­
tions were offically authorised, 
illegal and deniable ." 
* Labour 's deputy leader in 
the seventies, Ted Short, 
charges MIS with forging 
documents which puported to 
show he held secret Swiss bank 
accounts . These wre leaked to 
the Tory press just before the 
October 1974 general election. * Former MIS agent , Cathy 
Massiter, revealed on TV that 
MIS tapped the phones of CND 
and the National Council for 
Civil Liberti es. Thi s included 
the latter 's senior officers: Har­
riet Harman (now a Labour 
MP) and Patricia Hewitt (now 
Neil Kinnock' s press secretary). * They also revealed MIS's 
phone tapping of Ford shop 
stewards during their strike in 
1978. Cabinet Secretary, Sir 
Robert Armstrong, testified for 
the government in court in 
Australia: " I regard it as 
within the business of MIS to 
seek to discvover the extent of 
the possibility of the use of in­
dustrial mea ns to undermine 
parliamentary democracy . .. '' 
On his term s that justifies tap­
ping trade unionists in an y 
dispute . 
* Dale Campbell Savours has 
raised in the Commons that an 
MIS officer lectured army units 
on "subve rsion in the trade 
unions." They were also ad­
dresses by a spokesman fro m 
the right wi ng Economic 
League. 
* Former Ml6 officer, Lee 
T racy, alleged that "violent ac­
tion to stop Tony Benn becom­
ing a Labour Prime Minister 
was secretl y d iscussed between 
former MI6 employees and the 
late Airey Neave". Benn now 
intends to raise this question 
again himself. 

Pet er W right. 

THE CAPITALIST'S elaborate 
security services do not come 
cheap . The GCHQ communica­
tions centre, with its 11 ,000 
staff , costs anything between 
£300 and £600 million . Expen ­
diture on Ml5 (the internal 
security service ) and Ml6 (ex­
ternal security) rose by a 
reco rd 13.6 per cent in the 
1986-7 Treas ury estimates, to 
£92 million. But this probabl y 
only covers salaries and staff 
expenditure. 

Journalist Duncan Campbel i 
talks of a total secret in ­
telligence budget of £ 1 billion . 

Jam es Callaqhan-no investigation . 

Disgracefu lly, Haro ld Wilson 
having raised the original com­
plai nt about the plot against hi s 
government, now denies the need 
for an inquiry. J im Callaghan, who 
apparent ly held a limited inqiuiry 
just into the bugging of Number 
10, has also no t respo nded to the 
demands for an investigation. The 
on ly people who have an interest in 
maintaining the cover up are th e 
Tories, MIS and the capital ists they 
serve. Apart fro m anything else rhe 
Labour leaders co uld use this iss ue 
as a powerfu l weapon in the 
genera l election ca mpaign . 

But it is the work ing class who 
are being kept in the dark . The 
Labour leaders have a responsibi li­
ty to ex pose the security services as 
a threat to the labou.- movement , 
a nd warn workers to be vigilant in 
their defence of their democratic 
rights. 

OUR FEATURE on Vosper 
Thornycroft in Southampton 
was ent husiast ically receiv­
ed by local workers. ~ 29 
copies w ere sold on the fi rst 
mo rn in g outs ide t he 
shipyard gate s . Th e 
management were so 
shaken by the article, they 
broadcast a reply over the 
tannoy system! 

Militant sellers had 
distributed leaflets 
beforehand advertising the 
article, and announcing 
when and where they w ould 
be selling. On the day they 
used blackboards to pro­
mote the contents of the 
paper, and a huge poster 
that they claim could be 
seen for miles around . 

That issue of the paper 
sold well in the rest of 
Southampton. 19 were sold 
on the Friday tea-time in the 
precinct, 1 5 of them by 
three school students who 
had bought t heir first copy 
that evening. 27 more 
papers were sold in the 
precinct the next day, and 
then the estates where the 
Vospers workers mainly live 
were covered too . 

Our Swansea correspon­
dent reports that sellers 
have been out capitalising 
on the publicity from the 
local right wing's witch­
hunting activities. Over 20 
papers wer.e sold in the city 
centre last Saturday, and £4 
collected for the fighting 
fund. "Passers-by com­
mented that Militant was 
everywhere", he w rites . 

A young mother in Liver­
pool, who has only just 
started to take the paper has 
also written in, to say how 
difficult it is to find the time 
to read it. "I ended up 
reading it at 2.30 this mor­
ning , holding the baby cry­
ing in one hand and the Mili­
tant in the other. But I really 
enjoyed some of the 
articles ." 

When we can rea ch 
women like this on every 
estate, we will be well on 
the way to the twice week­
ly paper . 

By Ruth Campbell 



Herald disaster inquiry 

Free Enterprise guilty 
THERE HA VE been few 
public acts of cynical 
cruelty more grotesque, 
than the attempt by the 
government and the 
owners of Townsend 
Thoreson, to lay the 
blame for the two hun­
dred deaths on the Herald 
of Free Enterprise onto 
the ship's assistant bosun. 

Phil Frampton 
Manchester 

Not many workers will be 
taken in by the scapegoating 
activities of big business, so 
anxious to hide their respon­
sibility for the horrendous 
tragedy of 5 March. 

If such great shipping 
disasters can occur on the 
basis of just one young 
worker fa lling asleep while 
lying on his bed "on call," 
then there is not one ferry 
which it is safe to travel on . 

Indeed, the public inquiry 
began with the survivors, 
and deceased relatives', 
representative declaring, that 
no-one would have set foot 
on the Herald if they had 
known how it was run. 

in pubs, trains and buses to 
put an end to Tory rule and 
take the ferries out of the 
hands of the profiteers. 

Militant supporter, Sue 
Haney , Geoff's sister, at the 
meeting in Manchester de­
nounced the current enquiry 
as an elaborate charade. 
Townsend owners have 
already attempted to draw 
the sting out of it by upping 
their compensation offer and 
accepting responsibility . 

Against Townsend, we are 
told, is the government 
determined to root out the 
cause of the disaster. Yet it 
only took Transport 
Secretary, John Moore, four 
days to declare that he con­
sidered the cause to be 
human error, ie the crew. 

The Ministry of Defence, 
judging by the Royal Navy 
attitude to ships like the 
Herald, obviously suggests 
that the government was ful­
ly aware of the real causes . 
The facts show that both 
Townsend and the govern­
ment, as Sue Haney said, 
should be in the dock . 
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1 But the facts show that the 
same could be said for the 
hundreds of roll-on, roll-off 
ferrries (ro-ro's) now · 
operating around the world . 
Competition for profit has 
reduced these ships to what 
a Royal Navy Officer called 
"floating death traps." 

However, one only has to 
look behind the scenes at the 
principal characters in the in­
quiry to get a clue as to its 
limitations. Townsend 
Thoreson is part of Euro­
pean .. Ferries, these were 
taken" over by P&O. In 1985 
European Ferries were one 
of the biggest contributors to 
Tory Party funds, donating 
£33,500. In 1986 P&O also 
don ated £20, 000. P&O 
Chairman, Sir Jeffrey Sterl­
ing, is himself a special ad­
visor to the Secretary of 
State for Industry, who is 
responsible for the transport 
ministry. ·' 

Carol Haney speaking at a memorial meeting for her brother Geoff, who died in the disaster . Her sister, Sue, (left) and her mother 
are with her on the platform. 175 people turned out to honour Geoff. £400 was collected for the Chilean Socialist Defence Cam­
paign with which he had been associated. 

The government hopes to 
use the inquiry as a means to 
appease the anger of workers 
by rapping a few knuckles in 
the business establishments 
and blame some of the crew 
and company staff. In this 
way they hope to minimise 
the damage to the themselves 
and the ferry owners. 

As Terry Fields, MP said 
at a memorial meeting in 
Mancheste r for crew 
member and disaster victim 
Geoff Haney: " P&O, the 
ultimate owners of the 
Townsend fleet, are painting 
the ferries blue to try and 
erase the bitter memories of 
Zeebrugge. But we can have 
neither a white-wash nor a 
blue-wash". 

One and a half million 
workers sail on Townsend 
ships each year. Hardly a 
family does not know so­
meone who uses the ferries. 
The Labour leaders could 
use this enquiry to turn the 
angry talk about the disaster 

NUMAST, the ships of­
ficers ' union has already ex­
posed how they had to 
threaten to strike in 1981, to 
get an extra officer installed 
on the ferry to allow the 
checking that the bow doors 
were shut. Water rushing 
through the bow doors is 
believed to have been the 
start of the events which led 
to the capsize. 

That officer was 
withdrawn from the Herald 
later on by the employers. 
Three ferry captains have 
also revealed that their de­
mand for an electronic in­
dicator to check the doors 
were shut was turned down 
by the employers. Town­
send's orders to the captains 

were to assume the doors 
were sh ut unless told 
otherwise. 

In addition , as Militant 
previously revealed, the 
pressure for speed in tur­
naround meant that th e 
Herald was full of ballast as 
it went into open sea, 
meeting the higher waves. 

One year previously, in 
April 1986, 193 Filipinos lost 
their lives on a similar ferry 
as it capsized in perfect 
weather. 

If this or the Herald sink­
ing had been an aircraft 
disaster of similar propor­
tions , then all planes of that 
design would be grounded 
until the fault had been 
repaired. Instead, the 
government sat back while 
European Ferries boasted of 
commissioning bigger ro­
ro's and doubling the capaci­
ty of the current models . 

It has been claimed that 
the use of ro-ro's was vin­
dicated in the Falklands War 
when used by the Royal 

Area Received % of target achieved Target 

l South East 
2 London 
3 Eastern 
4 East Midlands 
s South West 
6 Southern 
7 Wales 
8 Manchester/Lanes 
9 Northern 

l 0 Yorkshire 
11 Scotland East 
l 2 Merseyside 
13 West Midlands 
14 Scotland West 

Others 

I Total 

' '·· 

1394 
4619 
1298 
707 

1176 
1038 
1638 

791 
956 

1754 
558 

1456 
921 
262 

14674 

[])2421 

2250 
9350 
3200 
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3250 
3050 
4800 
3850 
4600 
8300 
2800 
7500 
4750 
3500 
6900 
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Navy. It is now known that 
the Navy only used ships 
such as the Rangatira after it 
had been fitted with the 
crucial bulk heads. After the 
war the Rangatira's bulk 
heads were removed and it 
was returned to commercial 
use . 

35 ro-ro 's have now been 
lost in the last 20 years. Over 
the last five years there have 
been eight accidents killing 
440 passengers and crew. 
What was unacceptable to 
the Ministry of Defence was 
clearly acceptable to the 
Ministry of Transport. Even 
a marine institute in London 
had in its exam paper, a 
question asking students to 
show how the ship could 
sink in under one inch of 
water. Why did the govern­
ment connive in this horrific 
disregard of safety? 

At bottom is the crisis fac­
ing the shipping industry, the 
slow down in the world 
economy and cut back in 
world trade , which has left 

"TEN DAYS that shook the 
rattling tins", one comrade 
called it. Just by shaking a 
few tins and asking for the 
£ 1 solidarity price, sellers 
in West London raised £70 
last week, as part of the 
£4, 126 raised in the week 
up to Saturday morning. 

With all the May Day 
fund raising events aroun_d 
the country, we can expect 
a big boost to our fighting 
fund by the deadline. All 
the examples below show 
the possibilities for raising 
money every week of the 
new quarter. 

The new Militant 'Kick 
out the Tories' stickers are 
being snapped up 
wherever they are sold . Ig­
nore the opinion polls, 
these stickers catch the 
mood. Sticker sales raised 
£ 10 in an hour in Maesteg 
market, £20 at a Kent Red 

shipping companies with a 
huge surplus capacity of 
ships. 

In addition, ever expan­
ding and faster air travel has 
cut back the sea-borne 
market. In the cross-channel 
trade, air travel now ac­
counts for over half of all 
passenger trips. Ferry 
owners are forced to accept 
low tariff rates to keep their 
share of the market. 

Ro-ro owners argue that 
introducing safety measures 
would cost up to 18 per cent 
of freight carrying capacity . 
Townsend even told union 
officials demanding just one 
extra officer that: "It was a 
question of balancing safety 
and economy." And that 
even an extra officer , " erred 
too much towards safety". 

The Tories have accepted 
the owners' arguement that 
introducing bulk heads 
under legal instruction, 
would put British ships at a 
crucial disadvantage in the 
world market. Townsend 

Wedge concert and £ 10 on 
the Hangers' march in 
Putney. 

Order your supplies of 
the new stickers for 
workplace collections and 
estate sales as well as on 
the streets. 

Our thanks to all the 
readers who gave dona­
tions this week. Julie 
Donovan, a low paid 
worker from Bermondsey 
has sent £ 1 00 towards the 
£400 pledged at LPYS 
conference and Helen Red­
wood of East London has 
donated £ 1 50 pledged at 
the same event. 

CPSA delegates to the 
ScQttish TUC conference 
Kenny McKay. Willie 
Barnes and Gary Steven­
son donated £32 each 
from their expenses. Mr 
Edwards, a full time 
NALGO official from Not-

have been allowed to con­
tinue to build two ships big­
ger than the Herald without 
bulk heads since the Herald 
disaster. 

All this shows why the na-. 
tionalisation of the whole 
sh ipping industry under 
democratic workers.' control 
and management is a burn­
ing necessity . If the owners 
cannot afford to protect 
workers' lives then they 
should be expropriated . 
Then P&O's profit could be 
reinvested into safety and 
efficiency. 

Action on British shipping 
should be led by the NUS. If 
they put out a call for inter­
national action vi a a 
democratic conference of 
maritime workers, they 
could organise a global fight 
to secure workers' control 
and safety at sea. The real 
lesson of Zeebrugge is that 
not one aspect of workers 
lives can safely be left in the 
hands of capital. 

tingham, one of the win­
ners of our ·Winter Draw 
donated £25 and Dave 
Gorton, an NCU member 
from Peckham gave £100. 

A new tradition of pub 
collections for Militant has 
been started. In Leeds, 
£20 was donated by the 
landlord himself! Finally, as 
a sign of Militant' s support 
in the unions, £512 was 
raised at USDAW con­
ference and £280 at TASS 
conference. 

See next week's Militant 
for the final chart and 
details of the last minute 
rush. 
THANKS TO: Amanda 
Twohey, Leicester £6. Col­
in Jones, Blackwood AEU 
£50, Bell College Militant 
supporters £ 10. P Johnson 
£ 31. Alec Thraves 
Swansea £50 for TV 
appearance. 
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'The real 
majority 
spoke today· 

SOUTH AFRICA, 5 May: 

In his last speech of the whites-only 
election, P.W.Botha ~aid he would 
allow whites to decide what changes 
there needed to be in South Africa. 
Hours later a massive general strike 
against the elections and in defence 
of COSATU began, showing that 
black workers are determined to run 
this country. 

Workers told our correspondent: 
"We don't just want to send telexes 
of protest. We want to do something 
stronger. Two days loss of pay is not 
important but the struggle is. Why 
can't we have elections? We want 

- ------ ---

one parliament and votes for all. We 
are going to defend COSA TU in the 
factories because it is COSA TU that 
helped us join the union." 

In different parts of the country, 12 
supporters of the Marxist Workers' 
Tendency of the African National 
Congress were arrested while mobilis­
ing support for May Day demonstra­
tions and the two-day strike. They 
may·face serious charges. 

At 7 .45am today in central Johan­
nesburg the power of COSA TU was 
there for all to see. Commissioner 
Street, normally teeming with 
workers going to work, was empty. 
In the West Street. Diagonal Street 

area, where h 
taxis from the 
correspondent 
8.15am. Sowt 
ty: no-one mo 

In Cape T01 
black townshi~ 
industrial area: 
people were cc 
a time when ti 
dreds. Cape 
deserted excei: 
whose gun-h 
under their Bit 

In Natal, you· 
of organising 
trade union ac 

-f -xclusive eye-witness report from inside 

THIS REPORT, sent by our correspondent in Johan­
nesburg on 25 April, reveals the extent to which the 
workers' movement in South Africa has recovered, 
despite the harsh blows of state repression under the 
State of Emergency. 

In response to the police assault 
on the railway workers and on its 
headquarters, the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions 
(COSA TU) together with the 
United Democratic Front has, since 
the report was written, called a 
two-day general strike for 5 and 6 
May, the second day being that of 
the white general election . 

The strike call is in protest both 
at state repression and the racist 
white elections: one demand is for 
one-person-one-vote in a unitary 
state . 

The apartheid regime is not on­
ly stepping up its propaganda of­
fensive against COSA TU, but has 
launched another police attack on 
COSA TU House on the pretext­
denied by the COSA TU leaders­
that the killers of four ra ilway 
scabs were in the building. 

The Nationalist Party will un­
doubtedly be returned to govern­
ment in the white election. But the 
massi ve response of the working 
class in the general strike to Botha's 
repressive actions shows his 
predicament in trying to push 
repression too far. 

Yet, while the working class re­
mains undefeated , neither is the 
ruling class and the state going to 
give way. After the general strike, 
the task for the COSA TU leader­
ship will be to mobilise the com­
bativity of the workers and the 
youth in united campaigns and ac­
tions around the burning issues of 
the day: the struggle for a national 
minimum wage, and the organisa­
tion of self-defence against 
Buthelezi's Inkatha and other 
vigilantes, and against sta te 
attacks. 

All the hatred and bitter racial 
and class tensions of South Africa's 
six-week long strike of railway 
workers exploded onto the streets 
of Johannesburg on Wednesday 22 
April. 

At the end of a day of street bat­
tles, besides scores injured, eight 
railway workers were shot dead by 
police and at least three policemen 
hovered on the verge of death in 
hospital; the trade union head­
quarters COSATU House was 
smashed to smithereens after an 
eight-hour police siege; and the in­
transigent management of South 
African Transport Services (SATS) 

sacked 16,000 railway workers in a 
desperate bid to halt the tide of 
unionisation in the industry. 

This was no accidental outrage, 
but the planned exercise of the iron 
heel to force striking workers back 
to work at gunpoint. 

From the start, the SA TS 
management has refused to 
negotiate directly with the South 
African Railway and Harbour 
Workers Union (SARHWU) . In­
stead, since then, thousands of ex­
tra police have been drafted into 
the city and billeted in marquee 
tents at a railway recreation club in 
preparation for an armed 
showdown to smash the strike. 

The strike began in the middle of 
March when the 500 workers at Ci­
ty Deep depot in Joburg walked 
out in protest at the sacking of a 
driver. By 13 April, 11,000 railway 
workers were on strike , and in the 
next three days the numbers rose to 
25,000, with Orange Free State and 
Natal railway workers joining in . 
7 ,000 black postal workers came 
out in solidarity. 

The main demand had become 
recognition of their union in a bid 
to end centuries of racial degrada­
tion and vicious class oppression. 

Historically, the ruling class in 
South Africa has considered the 
railways, along with the mines, ab­
solutely crucial in maintaining 
capitalism and the prisonhouse 
apartheid system on which it is bas­
ed, and has fought against 
unionisation of black railway 
workers. 

Now, in 1987, despite genera­
tions of beatings and torture of 
those who tried to organise, despite 
the most militarised regime of any 
industry in South Africa and the 
constant threat of mass dismissal 
and deportation, the railway 
workers have risen. The days of be- · 
ing spat on and called 'kaffir' are 
beginning to end for them. 

The mood building up amongst 
workers on the Witwatersrand 
through the strike was electrifying. 
SARHWU's meetings were attrac­
ting 8,000 railway workers at any 
one time. When the union called a 
meeting of 300 leading activists, 
4,000 workers turned up. 

The organisation of the strike 
was under the firm control of the 
rank-and-file . Even seasoned union 
activists marvelled at the militan­
cy of this layer drawn freshly into 
struggle. An activist of the Metal 
and Allied Workers' Union com-

COSATU House on the night of the first police attack . 

mented: 'we are having to run to 
keep up with the pace being set by 
the railway workers.' 

Those trains still running became 
centres of political discussion, as 
union members explained the issues 
of the strike. The mood has been 
an inspiration to black youth on the 
Witwatersrand, who have taken the 
brunt of repression under the State 
of Emergency. 

Racist repression 
Against the vicious racist repres­

sion meted out to them by the 
bosses, combined with the State of 
Emergency, this revolt by one of 
the most downtrodden sections of 
South African workers shows enor­
mous boldness. 

As one old railway worker said, 
who took part in the battles of 
Wednesday 22nd, he would mourn 
his fallen brothers but he felt pro­
ud about what the workers had 
done on that day . 'We stood up to 
the so-called masters at last', he 
said. 

The dramatic events of the day 
began in Germiston, an industrial 
city to the east of Johannesburg. A 
meeting of railway workers 

assembled at the COSA TU offices 
in a shopping centre there, at about 
9am , to discuss the next step in the 
strike, given management 's 
ultimatum that all those not at 
work on Wednesday 22 April 
would be dismissed. 

At least 200 workers were atten­
ding the meeting. Many others 
were standing in groups outside the 
hall which was packed to 
overflowing. 

Then, about l l. 30am, a huge 
contingent of police moved in. 
They gave no warning to disperse 
nor made any attempt to speak to 
the union leaders holding the 
meeting but instead began whipp­
ing and sjambokking workers out­
side the hall before rushing into the 
hall where the workers we re 
massed. 

Teargas was fired into the hall 
and poli ce assaulted workers with 
ferocity. The teargassing and 
onrush of the police had the effect 
of creating a human explosion in­
side the hall as the workers tried to 
flee. 

Seeing their way barred by the 
police in front they burst through 
the plate-glass windows at the rear 
of the hall, only to be met there by 

further detachments of police with · 
whips, guns and dogs . 

An eye-witness reported that as 
other workers tried to escape from 
the front of the hall , the police 
opened fire and three workers fell 
fatally wounded. 

Whips and guns 
The police action was over in 

minutes but it created a scene 
reminiscent of a bomb explosion. 
Pools of blood seeped through the 
paving stones of the shopping con­
course and shattered glass seemed 
to be everywhere. Groups of daz­
ed and shocked workers sifted 
through the debris. Wooden ben­
ches were snapped in two, dozens 
of shoes seemed to be lying all 
around with jerseys and jackets, 
and numerous paperbags and 
plastic containers were scattered, 
containing lunches that would 
never be eaten. 

This was premeditated slaugh ter 
--a brutal, merciless assault on 
unarmed workers, which was the 
catalyst for what followed in cen­
tral Joburg. 

When a mass meeting of railway 
workers at COSATU House heard 



lreds of buses and 
Nnships arrive, our 
>unted 21 people at 
was like a ghost ci-
1 all day. 

The strike was 60 per cent effective 
in Maritzburg and 50 per cent in 
Durban. 

trains from some 
:m empty and many 
ere silent. Only 10 
ted in one station at 
~ are normally hun-
1wn stat ion was 
>r so-called 'priests' 
ters were visible 

With 100 per cent support in the 
Eastern Cape, the strike was 
estimated to be 70-80 per cent effec­
tive nation-wide. Students boycotted 
many black schools, as well as white 
universities. 

vere in the forefront 
~ most significant 
ty for a long time. 

The leaders of COSATU predict 
more action tomorrow, especially on 
the mines. White electors go t o the 
polls then, but the real majority in 
South Africa spoke today. Their 
power is the future. 

South At rica 

of the carnage at Germiston, one 
hundred years of oppression, of 
racial taunts and injustice , of lives 
li ved in bitter poverty, boiled over 
in minutes . 

About 200 railway workers, 
seething with rage, spilled out of 
the trade union headquarters to 
make their way to Do.ornfontein 
station, so as to get to Germiston 
and come to the aid of their 
comrades. 

Acco rding to an eyewitness, 
nothing like it has ever been seen 
even in South Africa' s tortured 
history. Workers armed themselves 
with whatever was at hand , and as 
they poured frcm the building it 
looked as though th e clashes from 
colonial histo ry were to be re­
enacted on the concrete streets of 
Johannesburg. 

A huge phalanx of heavily­
armed police met the workers on 
the way to the station. The workers 
were teargassed but to the astonish­
ment of the police they kept surg­
ing forward. The workers used 
knives, sticks, bottles and chairlegs 
against the police guns, and in the 
hand-to -hand battle · several 
policemen were severely injured 
and five workers shot dead . 

The New Nation of 23 April 
reported: "on the corner of Rocky 
and Davies Streets the corpse of a 
worker lay twisted , half on the road 
and half on the sidewalk . .. His 
orange socks and worn-out shoes 
protruded from behind the lamp­
post next to where he fell. The back 
of his light-coloured shirt was 
covered in blood." 

The workers then retreated to the 
union building with their wound­
ed comrades, leaving trails of 
blood . In minutes, a mass 
mobilisation of police and army 
sealed off the building . The siege 
of COSATU House began. 

Telephones cut 
The building was besieged from 

about 1.30 until 8.30pm . A black 
Weekly Mail reporter in the 
building at the time described how 
"a message came through the in­
tercom 'the police have surround­
ed the building comrades. Please 
remain calm. ' About 30 minutes 
later the telephones and the telex 
machines in the building were 
cut. ... A delegation of union office 
workers tried to leave the building 
to talk to the officer in charge. 
Thev were ordered back into the 
building ... From the top windows I 
could see a whole contingent of 
SADF troops gathered in Kerk 
Street. .. 

"By this time a large group was 
gathered in the foyer on the ground 
floor. ... The delegation again in­
dicated that they wanted to talk, 
but were told there would be no 
talks .... At 5pm an officer an­
nounced over a loudhailer that cer­
tain people were believed to be in 
hiding in the building and were 
believed to be in possession of 
weapons. He ordered the oc­
cupants to vacate the building in 10 
minutes .... But when people tried to 
leave the building they were stop­
ped from doing so." (24 April) 

At about 5pm the police moved 
into the building and arrested more 
than 400 people. The Weekly Mail 
reporter saw several people serious­
ly injured by police: " !saw a bad­
ly injured and handcuffed man 
pushed down the stairs . .. After hit­
ting the bottom of the stairs head 
first with a dull thud , he lay 
stil l. ... A young policeman moved 
up to him and hit him once on the 
ribs with a rubber pick-handle. The 
man didn't stir. .. He was dragged 
on the ground to a police truck 
before being thrown in head first." 

He describes how a senior 
policeman was heard to shout 
"Werk hulle" (work them over) as 
battered workers emerged in hand­
cuffs from the building, and 
another worker was told "Put your 

hands on the truck, you communist 
black kaffir." 

As even the capitalist paper 
Business Day (23 April) conceded, 
the police systematically smashed 
the trade un io n offices to 
smithereens: ' 'COSA TU House 
yesterday morning looked as if a 
whirlwind had swept through it. 
Scores of doors had been smashed 
open, cup boards ransacked, 
telephone wires cut, documents 
strewn around offices, thrown out 
of windows and brief cases ripped 
open. '' 

In a statement issued on Thurs­
day 23rd , the SAP Directorate of 
Public Relations said: "Police had 
reasonable grounds to believe a 
number of trained terrorists were 
in COSATU House ... It was 
understood violent action against 
SAP members and thei r families 
was being planned in COSA TU 
House." 

In their search for 'terrorists' 
police must have thought they 
would be hiding behind notice­
boards for almost every notice­
board was pulled off the wall. 
Evidently the police also thought 
they were thirsty terrorists because 
they took time to put curry powder 
in the coffee supply in the MA WU 
offices and salt in the milkpowder 
supply of another union. 

A trade unionist described the 
siege: " Then the police started ar­
riving. There were hundreds of 
them. Literally hundreds. The 
whole place was sealed off. 

''The first feeling I got was that 
I was really in serious trouble . I 
mean I have never been involved in 
serious trouble in my life . I was 
scared, really scared . We are all 
flesh and blood , m'fo (brother). 

"From where I was you could 
see them taking the railway workers 
out. Everyone felt helpless. There 
were all these soldiers and police 
with crowbars and batons and 
machine guns. They brutalised us . 
But there was nothing we could do. 
Those people were armed and we 
were not. le was as simple as that. 

" When people were watching 
them , they were saying 'Where is 
MK? We are for it. ' You feel like, 
man if only I had a gun to get those 
bastards. 

" They bashed through and la id 
the whole place to waste. ' Hands 
on the wall!' I was bashed against 
the wall. My head was bashed 
against the wall , but you cannot hit 
back. They are going to kill you if 
you do. I did not get my revenge , 
but one day .. . I can tell you, after 
yesterday, two thousand million 
times there will never be a 
negotiated settlement here. How do 
you talk to someone who is carry­
ing a gun in his hand? " 

Extract from affidavit 
by a police officer, 
explaining why the 
state wanted to ban 
COSATU's rallies at 
the launch of the 
campaign for a na­
tional minimum wage . 
The document, which 
also refers explicitly 
to the ideas of the 
Marxist Workers ' 
Tendency of the 
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ANC, shows the 
regime's clear 
awareness that the 
struggle for 
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lvin Malaza - martyr 
"I WILL not tell my people not to defend themselves", said Gatsha 
Buthelezi- leader of the reactionary lnkatha organisation -on British 
TV on 24 April. 

Buthelezi's "defence" has included the cold -blooded murder of 
BTR strike leaders, the wives and children of United Democratic Front 
activists, and dozens of Youth Congress leaders by lnkatha death 
squads. 

lvin Malaza is one of the martyrs of the South African workers' 
movement, shot in the back by lnkatha thugs. 

Donations and pledges to the memory of comrade Malaza, to help 
support his family and continue his work, now total £1,500, including 
£300 promised by Militant supporters in East Anglia and a further 
£ 170 pledged by labour activists in Harlow. 

Nearly £300 was raised from delegates and visitors to the LPYS 
conference at Easter. 

Posters and appeal sheets to assist in raising money are now 
available. Appeal sheets should be taken into workplaces, trade union 
branches and Labour parties. 

Donations should be rushed to: Cllr L. Faulkes, 1438 Amhurst 
Road, London EB 2AW. Cheques payable to "lvin Malaza Memorial 
Fund". 

On 
sale 
now: 
Issue 23 of \n­
(\aba '#a 
Basebeni.\, 
Journal of the 
Marxist 
Workers' 
Tendency of 
the African 
National 
Congress. 
Order from: \nqaba, 
BM Box 1719, 
London WC1 N 
3XX. 
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What does it mean? 0 20 

THE EIGHTEENTH ses­
sion of the Palestine Na­
tional Council, meeting in 
Algiers, has re-established, at 
least on paper, a greater uni­
ty within the movement than 
at any time since 1983. But 
the PNC is no nearer than 
before to a programme or a 
strategy that can solve the 
plight of the four million 
Palestinian people. 

By John Pickard 

It was the siege of the Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon that created the 
pressure for unity within the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation , 
expressed in its governing body the 
PNC . The bombardment of 
Chatila and Bourj al-Barajneh and 
the suffering and starvation of the 
25,000 trapped inside, horrified 
workers everywhere. 

The 'war of the camps' has been 
sparked off by the attempt of the 
PLO to re-establish itself as a 
military force in Lebanon for the 
first time since the Israeli invasion 
forced its withdrawal in 1982. The 
Lebanese Shi'ite militia, Amal, 
which became the largest and most 
powerful militia as a result, has 
been bitterly opposed to the PLO 
returning in any strength. 

The Shi'ites believe that it was 
the presence and activities of the 
Palestinian militias that provoked 
the Israeli invasion in the first place 
and they are not prepared to suf­
fer reprisals all over again because 
of renewed actions by the PLO. As 
if to underline their fears, the 
Israeli air force has been dropping 
leaflets, warning the Shi'ites 
against allowing the PLO back: 

'Don't forget the calamities 
brought upon you by the Palesti­
nians, who cared nothing for your 
welfare ... . the Israeli Defence Force 
da<';S .not want to bring destruction 
upo·ii. you .. . . . ' 

Despite the .raising of the siege, 
it seems as if the Amal have suc­
ceeded in limiting the PLO military 
presence to a level far less than it 
was prior to 1982. Syria, because 
of its own strategic ambitions in 
Lebanon, is also opposed to the 
PLO's resurrection, and up to the 
point when the international odium 
of the bloody siege became too 
great to bear, supported the Amal. 

The bloodletting in the camps, 
which in the last two years has 
·claimed 3,000 Palestinian lives, 
reached a crescendo over the last 
six months. Under these cir­
cumstances there was enormous 
pressure on the various Palestinian 
guerrilla groups to sink their dif­
ferences in the face of a common 
threat. 

The Palestine National Council , 
the so-called 'Parliament in exile' 
of the Palestinian nation, is made 
up of delegates from various 
cultural , political and other 
organisations . But, in practice, the 
majority are aligned to one or 
another of the guerrilla groups, of 
which Yasser Arafat's Al Falah is 
by far the largest. 

Now, on paper, the divisions in 
the PLO created by the defeat in 
Lebanon have been overcome. By 
bringing back into its ranks the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Democratic Front (DFLP), the 
PLO encompasses 80 to 90 per cent 
of all the guerrilla groups, leaving 
only a minority of dissidents, most­
ly based in Damascus. 

But what does the new-found 
unity of the PLO mean in concrete 

Miles 

Beirut in ruins (top) and Lebanon hopelessly divided (top right)-grim proof of the futility of seeking a military 
solution against Israel. Above: food truck stopped and Palestinians shot down by Amal gunmen during the 
seige of Chatila and Bourj al-Barajneh. Inside the camps men, women and children were mericlessly bombard­
ed, killed and maimed (above right). Thousands were reduced to eating dogs, cats and rats. 

terms? If the Palestinian leadership 
soughtto unify the movement on 
the basis of a socialist strategy of 
mass mobilisation of Palestinians 
in Lebanon and in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza, the PNC 
could have been a springboard for 
gen uine revolutionary struggle for 
Palestinian rights. 

Israel divided 
Israeli society is deeply divided, 

not least over its continued military 
occupation of over one and a half 
million Palestinian Arabs. Even at 
the top of the ruling coalition splits 
are visible in the decision of the 
Labour Foreign Minister, Peres, to 
send an envoy to Washington in 
support of the idea of a US­
sponsored peace conference (on 
Israel's terms) while his boss, 
Prime Minister Shamir, sends his 
own representative to argue 
against! 

A movement that based itself 
firmly on Marxist ideas and 
workers' internationalism, advan­
cing the programme of socialist 
revolution and a Socialist Federa-

tion of Middle East States, could 
draw to its side the mass of Palesti­
nians, finding an echo also among 
other Arab and Israeli workers. 

But, unforunately, these are not 
the policies of the PLO. The 
leadership is still bound hand and 
foot by the old, failed and 
discredited policies of the past, 
which have led the Palestinian peo­
ple from one debacle to the next. 

The policy of the leading group 
around Arafat is to push the PLO 
towards participation in some form 
of internationally-sponsored 
'peace' conference, in the hope of 
negotiating a settlement that would 
include an independent Palestinian 
homeland on the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Such a conference is being widely 
floated, most recently by EEC 
leaders , anxious to broker some 
' settlement' of the Palestinian 
question. Despite his previous 
failure to come to a common posi­
tion with the key 'moderate' Arab 
leader, King Hussein of Jordan, 
some form of a 'negotiated settle­
ment' still remains Arafat's policy. 

Temporarily, in order to draw 

the more 'radical' groups back in­
to the fold, Arafat has been forc­
ed to adopt positions, in words at 
least, that appear to rule out such 
a conference. The PNC not only 
condemned Jordan but also also 
Egypt - for its peace-treaty with 
Israel - which Arafat was hoping to 
use as a go-between with the United 
States. But the PNC is unlikely to 
shift Arafat from his basic strategy. 

Unprincipled alliances 
His whole political method is bas­
ed on unprincipled cilliances with 
other Palestinian groups and with 
Arab leaders, ever shifting and 
changing, breaking off links, re­
cementing them, breaking off 
again, only to pave the way for a 
new reconciliation. The PLO is 
united . .. until the next split, and 
Arafat is estranged from Egypt and 
Jordan only ... until the next 
reconciliation. 

There can be no question of a . 
military victory over Israel, either 
by the PLO or any combination of 
Arab states. After their expulsion 
from Lebanon, the PLO no longer 

controlled by: 

Syria~ 
Maronite 11 1 

Druzes~ 
Shias D 
SLA 

is a major force there. Even the 
Sunni Muslim militia in control of 
Sidon warned the PLO against the 
resumption of any 'military' opera­
tions in southern Lebanon: 

"(The Palestinians) must not 
carry weapons outside the camp. It 
is absolutely forbidden." 

The PLO has also lost its most 
powerful ally in Lebanon, the 
Shi ' ite Hezbollah , a radical 
breakaway from Amal. 

It is this position of impotence 
that is pushing the PLO leaders 
towards seeking participation in 
some form of international con­
ference sponsored by the super­
powers . Even at the risk of once 
again alienating minority factions 
within the PLO, Arafat will pro­
bably move as soon as possible to 
restore links with Egypt, Jordan, 
and, if it were possible, even with 
Syria, so as not to be left out of any · 
bargaining that may take place. 

But what this strategy misses out 
is the fact that every player in the 
drama, except the PLO, is dead 
against any form of genuine in­
dependent Palestinian state, even 
one limited to the West Bank and 
Gaza . Neither of the superpowers, 
none of the Arab states and least 
of all Israel would agree to the crea­
tion of an independent Palestinian 
state. 

Powder-keg 

Given the national divisions, the 
economic weakness of the new 
'state' and its political instability, 
it would inevitably be a powder­
keg, almost a finished recipe for 
social revolution. 

The very 'best' that could be 
achie,·ed through such a conference 
would be some new 'arrangement' 
whereby the areas currently oc­
cupied by the Israeli army would be 
turned over to the Jordanian army 
or a joint occupation force of both. 
In either case, it would mean the 
continued oppression of the 
Palestinian people, storing up 
revolutionary explosions for the 
future. 

But even that kind of agreement 
would seem unlikely, given Israel 's 
imperialist policy, with its West 
~ank settlements and the gradual 
absorption of the Arab economy. 

The orientation of the PLO 
leadership, therefore, towards 
some form of settlement sponsored 
by the superpowers , is an illusion 
and a trap. Arafat and the leader­
ship around him have never based 
themselves on a socialist perspec­
tive or on the mass mobilisation of 
the Palestinian workers as a whole, 
preferring instead the patronage of 
various and .ever-changing com­
binations of reactionary Arab 
leaders. The only policies that of­
fer a way out of the impasse fac­
ing the Palestinian masses are alien 
to the PLO leadership. 

The eighteenth session of the 
Palestine National Council has 
come to an end and delegates have 
dispersed, often to comfortable 
jobs as doctors, professors or 
engineers in exile. The speeches and 
resolutions of 'struggle' still ring in 
their ears. 

But it will not be the delegates 
who will carry the burden for the 
lack of a clear leadership and a 
strategy. It will be the homeless and 
impoverished in Lebanon, the 
landless and unemployed in the 
West Bank and Gaza and the 
millions of other Palestinians. 
When the noise dies down in 
Algiers, they will still be waiting for 
an answer. 
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Wh8re1 Two nati · n health care 
the 

MORE THAN 160,000 people 
have been on hospital waiting 
lists for over a year, so!11e for 
four or fi ve years, the current 
national waiting list is 681,000 . 

£I 00 l11illion would totally 
clear up these l11isnamed "non 
urgent" cases, which are a 
prison sentence, and in so!11e 
cases a death sentence for the 
vast !11ajority who can not af­
ford to go private. The 
tech nology is there but the 
£10,000 l11illion wasted on the 
Trident scrap !11etal project 
shows Tory priorities . 

Tory clail11s that !11ore has 
been spent on the NHS 'in real 
ter!11s' do not stand up to close 
scrutiny. The a!11ount going to 
il11proving services has gone 
down. 

LAST MONTH'S prescription 
charges rise to £2.40 an item 
was the ninth since 1979, 
when charges were 20p. This 
could deter many patients 
who need more than one item 
on a prescription. 

The day the increase was 
announced, Fisons, who 
make drugs for asthma ;;1nd 
hay fever among other things , 
announced that their phar­
maceutical clivision's profits 
were up by £ 1 0 million , by 
coincidence the amount the 
prescription rise will provide . 
All prescriptions should be 
free; nationalising the drug 
companies would more than 
cover the bill. 

A parlia!11entary col11mittee 
said last SU!11!11er that hcspital 
and C0!11!11un ity health service 
o ught to have grown by 2 per 
cent a year in vo lu!11 e ter!11S, in 
realit y it has been one per cent, 
with a cu!11 ulative underfunding 
of £1.3 billion in the previous 
six years . 

Most increased spending has 
gone into capital projects such 
as ne\\' hospitals to slowly 
replace the many outdated vic­
torian institut ions. That ac­
co unted for £800 l11illion out of 
£920 l11illion. Many of these 
replacements were planned ten 
yea rs or !110re ago. 

And even that holds dangers. 
Just as in vest l11 ent in the coal 
board 's superpits i ~ preparing 
the ground for privatisation, so 
with the brand new hospital 
buildings in the NHS . 

The rel11ainder for spendin g 
on services has largely gone in 
increased pr ices. Drugs and 
equipl11ent have go ne up far 
quicker than oth er prices. So 
have such governl11ent deter­
mined rises as electricity, gas 
and rate -; \\ hich take a large 
proportion of 'HS funds. 

Healt h Authorities have had 
to find extra money to fu nd pay 
award. from what are called 
cost efficiency sa\' ings, or value 
for money developmen ts. To 
ordinarv people the} are bette r 
known as cuts . 

That cher ap pointed Lord 
Rayner in J 979 to look fo r cuts 
in th e civil service. In the last 
few years, !110 St health 
authorities have outst ripped 
central govern!11ent cutback 
targets. They presul11ably want 
to inherit Rayner's knighthood 
for services to Tory econol11ics. 

THE FINAL report of the Health 
Education Council before it is 
disbanded shows how Tory cuts, 
poverty and unemployment have 
added to health inequalities. 

A third of children in Britain live 
on or below the po verty line. 
Children living in deprived parts of 
Glasgow are nine times more likely 
to be admitted to hospital; the main 
factors in this ill health are over­
crowding and the unemployment of 
their parents. 

height gives a general indication of 
health. The report finds links bet­
ween design and construction faults 
in high density housing estates and 
respiratory diseases, headaches, in­
festations and depression. One study 
of 4000 blocks of flats in London 
concludes that the bad design 
"makes it difficult for normal peo­
ple to cope." 

widened the gap. 
11 per cent of children in one poor 

area of London were found to be 
poorly nourished. In Milton Keynes, 
a supposedly affluent town, 51 per 
cent of lone parents and 30 per cent 
of low income families went without 
food because of lack of money. Ex· 
perts calculate that a healthy diet for 
a pregnant woman would take up 28 
per cent of the income of a couple 
on supplementary benefit. 

Children of the long term 
unemployed are significantly shorter 
than children of the employed, and 

It's a shame some such study 
wasn't written before the flats were 
built. Cuts in public sector housing 
investment and repair and the 
suspension of the Parker Morris 
standards for council housing have 

If you are in work, industrial con­
ditions are worsening. There has 
been a 23 per cent increase in serious 
industrial accidents in the '80s. Half 

Unsafe 
in Tory 
hands 
' Your voice ' SALLY, A NURS E and a NUPE member at Groby 
Road hospital , Leicester said of the Tories' pre elec­
tion pay rise. "It makes about £4 a week difference­
before tax. Thatcher doesn't need nurses , she needs 
slaves . If she gets in again there won't be an NHS, 
never mind another pay rise ." 

An ambulance wo rker in Li verpool told Mili ta nt: 
" This job is very stressful. A lot of staff have ulcers 
and a survey shows that their heart rate goes very 
high when they are called out on an emergency ." 

The healt h service will be a major issue at th e 
corn ing election. If you are an NHS worker, Militant 
is your voice. Keep people informed of what's really 
happening , become a correspondent for Militant. 

* Workers' democratic control and 
management of the NHS 

* Nationalisation under democratic 
workers ' control and management 
of the pharrl'aceutlcal and equip­
rl'ent supply industries 

* Abolition of all profiteering through 
private health care 

* Massive Injection of funds to the 
NHS to restore the cuts and allow 
for progressive planning to take 
place 

* A statutory rl'inifT'UfT' wage of 
£ 125 per week for the lowest paid 
health worker linked to a 35 hour 
week 

Britain's workforce have no access 
to even basic occupational health ser­
vices other than first aid . 

If you are out of work, mental 
health can suffer. Long term 
unemployed men are 1~ times as like­
ly to attempt suicide than men at 
work. 

Health service workers and users 
should get involved with politics and 
fight for a healthy socialist system 
which puts people before profits. 

By Diane Simcox 
(ex ·NHS worker, 
Wolverhampton) 

The 
new 
bosses 

THE TORIES knew that if th --· 
wanted to underm ine the ef: 
tiveness of state provided hea1 .. 
care they had to replace those 
ad!11inistrators who were co!11-
mitted to the principle of the 
NHS. Roy Griffiths, a director 
of Sainsbury's made reco!11men­
dations to reorganise !11anage­
!11ent structures on lines used in 
the USA. Tory stooges are now 
in l11ajor decision !11aking posi­
tions on 3 year fi xed terl11 con­
tracts, so they wi ll be able to 
privatise services at a later stage. 

This new breed, !11any with 
no health experience a re on per­
for!11ance bonuses of up to a n 
extra 20 per cent on salaries 
frol11 £25,000 to £35,000. If you 
perforl11 badly, ie don't carry 
out Tory dictats yo u will get no 
bonus and will probably get the 
push. 

Tory attacks 
Tony Newton a Tory MP is 

chair!11an of the NHS Manage­
!11ent Board. Other !11el11bers of 
thi s board include management 
director Ian Mills, seconded in 
1985 frol11 none other than 
Price Waterhouse, Tory heroes 
for their sequestration of NUM 
funds . He was a senio r partner 
there, and will be responsible 
for financial planning and con­
tro l in the NHS. Many other 
me!11 bers are equally 'reliable.' 

Anyone who votes Tory or 
their Alliance second eleYen, 
will be voting fo r the co!11ple­
tion of the Dracula plan for 
bleeding and dis!11e!11bering the 
NHS. 

And Labour too, whatever its 
good intentions will need to 
fight fo r a bold socialist pro­
gram !11 e to make sure the 
capitalists don't insist on health 
service cuts to restore health to 
their geriatric SY.Stel11 . The NHS 
needs the finance to !11aintain 
a;:d il11prove health standards. 

By Kevin Mullins ,COHSE 

The return of the private parasites 
TH E HE .A L TH service is labour intensive and the 
biggest 'savings' would be in staffing. NHS 
workers' !11orale has been hard hit by the threat of 
privatisa tion. 

The Tories like pri vatisation because it reduces 
manpower costs. O ver 50,000 jobs in cleaning , 
laund ry and catering have gone since 1983, saving 
£41.9 l11illion last year. 

It also reduces the effecti veness of the un ions by 
tying them in lengthy negotiations over contracts. 
This usual iy leads to union official s reco!11 !11 ending 
a progral11!11e of cuts to !11aintain the in house 
tender. £23 . 7 million has been stolen from workers' 
wages and conditions in 396 in house tenders so 

far. The bosses a lso hope to get rid of sol11e of the 
most militant workers. 

Ar the sam e til11e it opens up the NHS workforce 
lo explo itation for profi t. 15 Tory MPs ha\·e 
declared a direct int erest in firn1s procuring NHS 
contracts. More money awaits thetll, they hope, by 
dri vi ng demoralised NHS user s and workers in to 
th e private sector. 

Reactionary ideas 
The govern!11 ent have tried to hide sol11e of their 

cuts as com!11unity care . But such care needs extra 
resources, and none has been forthcoming. Peo-

pie have been du mped in pri\·ate residential and 
nursing ho!11es. The DHSS had to pick up the tabs 
for grants for pri vate homes amounting to· 
£500m illion in 1986, nearly eight y times as much 
as in l.978 . But so!11e people are !11aking a fast 
private buck out of it. 

Many more dependent people are foisted on to 
caring rela tives. usually wo!11en , who usefully for 
government statistics are forced off the dole 
figures. The chronically mentally ill are joining the 
homeless in major city centres, around railway sta­
tion s and bus depots sleeping rough and begging 
for su rvival. 



No hope under the Tories Discounting politics 
Dear Comrades, 

In The London Evening Standard this 
week I read of yet another tragic suicide. 

Kelvin Wright, a 23 year old father hurl­
ed his 16 month old son from the 19th floor 
of a tower block in South London, and then 
jumped to his own death . 

One of his neighbours said Kelvin dream­
ed of the day he would move off the 
dilapidated council estate in Stockwell and 
buy his own home. 

Another neighbour described him as a 
young man 'desperately wanting to make 

something of himself , but easily upset by 
failure'. 

The suicide rate in Britain is now reaching 
record levels with one young person under 
25 taking their life every day . 

What future exists under capi talism for 
young people? It's up to us to go to estates 
like Kelvin's and show people there is a 
future if we fight for it-socialism. 

Yours fraternally 
Ruth Williams 
Hackney North Labour Party 
Young Socialists 

Dear Comraties, 
At the last branch meeting 

of my union , UCATT, a 
motion was passed rejecting 
the NEC proposals regarding 
the LPYS and accepting the 
LPYS' proposals instead. 

On a lighter note, at Poole 
Constituency Labour Party's 
last executive meeting, a pro­
posal was made that we take 
advantage of discount red 
roses at a local florist and 
wear them when canvassing! 

This didn't get a vast 
amount of support , so I've 
to go out and see how much 
Liverpool FC rosettes cost, 
the Labour Party ones being 
vastly overpriced. (A 'vote 
Labour' sticker is being 
stuck over Liverpool FC -
I'm a Leeds fan myself!). 

Yo urs fraternally 
J Ha)'es 
Poole Labour Party 
(UCATT) 

Horror inside Palestinian camps 
Dear Comrades, 

Workers around the world 
will have been moved by press 
reports of the conditions in the 
Palestinian refugee camps of 
Bourj-al-Barajneh and Shatila, 
under siege and bombardment 
for the past six months by the 
Amal militia. 

The British surgeon, Pauline 
Cutting, described how two 

Classified 

children died in her arms for 
want of antibiotics. Such was 
the shortage of medical sup­
plies that camp surgeons had 
to share a saw to amputate 
limbs, only pausing to clean it 
and pass it along. 

Syria has cynically cast itself 
in a 'peace making' role in the 
Lebanese conflict. In fact Syria 
has a shameful record as far as 

both the Palestinian question 
and intervention in the 
Lebanon are concerned. As a 
deformed workers' state, not 
remotely interested in having a 
socialist state on its borders, 
Syria invaded Lebanon in 1976 
to defuse a revolutionary crisis . 
More recently Syria was guilty 
of bombing the Tel-al Zafaar 
refugee camp. 

The Good Life! 
Dear Comrades, 

To many workers, the Mid­
dle East situation is very con­
fusing with no obvious solu­
tion. In reality, it is only the pro­
gramme of Marxism that can 
offer both an analysis and a 
way forward. 

Yours fraternally 
Jean Thorpe 
Nottingham 

~ 
1 5p per word , minimum 10 
words . Semi-Display £2 per 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two . 
Militant meeting ads free. All 
advertisement copy should 
reach this office by first post 
on Friday , the week before 
publication . 

O Offensiv camp in Sweden . 
Monday 6 - Saturday 12 July 
1987. CarT'p takes place close 
to Gothenburg in the fTliddle of 
a forest beside a lake. Political 
sefTlinars, swifTlfTling, football, 
canoeing, walking etc. Bring a 
tent or stay in the ho uses. 
Trans lation to English arrang­
ed. For inforfTlation write to: 
Offensiv Brahegatan 2, S-415 
01 Gi:iteborg, Sv,,eden. Tel 
031 844162. 

Recently on visiting m y loca l DHSS offices, I had a long 
wait unt il m y turn. Looki ng round for something to read, my 
eyes fell on a copy of Country Life, advenising cou ntry houses 
and country att ire. 

• 
The magazine next to it was Boats Mo111h ly the publica­

tion for yacht and cruiser enthusiasts . All the magazines in 
the room were of this type . 

I came to the conclusion that Thatcher and Tebbit must be 
right. The unemployed a nd those o n supplementary benefit 
mu st be living a life of luxury at the State's expense ! 

Yours frate rnally 
Dave Pollock 
Scarborough MAYDAY 

Greetings 

Fowler 
Dear Comrades, 

I have recently become a 
regular reader of Mili1an1. 
As an expectant mother I 
found the articles Jn mater­
nity grant cuts excellent. 

As an unemployed fami ly, 
Fowler and friends' latest act 
of spite means extra finan­
cial worry in a blatant arrack 
on unborn children . 

Yours fraternally 
Jacquelyn Bill 
Swansea 

Indebted 
Dear Comrades, 

While canvassing last 
week I spoke to a woman 
who said that she would be 
voting Tory for the first time 
in the local elections. 

Her reason was that she 
was better off with a Tory 
government. I talked about 
poverty, low wages, slum 
housing, unemployment and 
the state of the economy. 
She agreed with everything I 
said but her job was always 
safe under the Tories. 

I asked what made her 
special, as no-one could con­
sider their job safe 
nowadays. She answered 
that she was a debt-collector 
and business was booming. 
I had to agree! 

Yours fraternally 
Gordon Ross 
Stockport 

Taxing time 
Dear Comrades, 

Workers may not have 
noticed that we have just 
started a new tax year but big 
business has. At the beginn­
ing of this month over £200 
million worth of gold came 
into the country from South 
Africa. This gold is now be­
ing stored near Gatwick 
airport. 

Capitalists can earn more 
money by leaving it in a 
bank vault than by investing 
in industry. We need houses, 
schools, factories and jobs 
not gold stores. 

Yours fraternally 
Bob Excell 
Heathrow worker 

Hertsmer·e LPYS 
say: Win 6.2 million 
youth votes for 
Labour with 
socialist policies. 

11111111111111111111111111 

Bitterne Park ward 
Militant readers wish 
to send socialist 
greetings to all 
workers of the world 
fighting to change 
society. 

111111111111111111111111111 D EETPU members public 
fTleeting . Wednesday 13 May 
7pm . Hear J ohn Aitkin - Broad 
Left candidate in General 
Secretary election. At St 
Brides Hall , Bride Lane EC4 
(near Blackfriars tube ). Hear 
the other voice! 

O Cassette tapes wi th two 
issues of Militant (one each 
side ). Available fortnightly . 
Tapi;s £3. 50 per quarter , £ 13 
per year. To be returned or 
send blank C-90 tapes . Con­
tact Dave: 14 Harrowby Road, 
West Park, Leeds 16. Tel : 
0532 624917 . 

Zina: Trotsky's daughter Eileen Short and Terry Sullivan have a daughter, 
Rosie. May Day greetings from all of us. 

• 
0 New stickers "Kick out 

the Tories" and " No slave 
labour on YTS". Now 
available. Cost £ 1 per 1 00 
plus 25p p&p . Ava ilable from 
3/13 Hepscott Rd , London E9 
5HB. 

• 
THE Sri Lankan Summer 

Dance has been cancelled. 

• 
Paper sellers plastic 

s leeves. MinirT'UfTl order 10 , 
£ 2 inc postage to Militant , 8 
\flloodside Court , \fltoodside 
Rd , Portswood , SoutharT'pton 
S02 1GR. 

• 
0 ANY READERS interes ted 
in computers , with access to 
computers and /or modems 
who would be interested in a 
Marxist Computer Club, please 
contact Box No 3 , 3/ 13 
Hepscott Rd. 

Dear Comrades , 
2\na (Channel 4 , Mon ­

day 27 April) gave a glimp­
se of ·the life of T rotsky ' s 
eldest daughter . The film 
detailed the psychological 
problems she faced 
towards the end of her life , 
a result of years of 
pressure leading the life of 
a revolutionist. 

She became one of her 
father's correspondents in 
Berlin , during the rise of the 
Nazis. But eventually, 
unable to cope with 
politica l and personal crises 
she committed suicide . 

The film , whilst slightly 

abstract in its approach , 
showed the isolation and 
pressur e on a 'Ou ng 
revolut ionary. De picted 
t hrough the eyes of a 
psychiatrist who saw Zina 
in 1932, it had cy nical 
moments but on the w hole 
presented a favourable pic­
ture of Trotsky ' s struggle, 
as well as providing a little 
insight into hi s ideas and 
method. 

Yo urs fraternall y 
Darren Summers 
Canterbury Labour Party 
Young Socialists 
(What did other readers 
think of the film?-Ed) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Workers ' unity and 

socialist greetings from 
\\/\\\\tant supporters on 
Southampton Women's 
Council 

Greet ings from 
Lincolnshire Militant 
supporters. Tories 
out in '87 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TGWU Militant supporters send May Day 

Greetings to all bus workers who are 
fighting the cut in wages and the lengthen­
ing of the working day. Only the return of 
a socialist Labour government can repeal 
the Tory Transport Acts in the interests of 
the travelling public. 



con erence 
CPSA CONFERENCE meets in the week starting 11 May, following one 
of the most eventful and tumultuous years in the union's history. Last 
year's Annual Conference saw the Broad Left' s challenge for the posi­
tions of General Secretary and General Treasurer following the defection 
of Alistair Graham to the Industrial Society for a salary of £50,000 a year. 
That campaign resulted in the election of John Macreadie as General 
Secretary; a result which the right wing National Executive Committee 
immediately set aside. 

Fo ll ow ing hasty and 
dubious changes to the rules 
together with an hysterical 
campaign by Fleet Street the 
election was re-run and the 
original loser, John Ellis, 
was installed as General 
Secretary. 

pay campaign at all. There 
certainly would have been no 
joint campaign if it had been 
left to the right wing leader­
ship who favoured a go it 
alone approach. 

union must campaign for the 
a ll-out strike and conduct a 
ballot which allows that 
strike to begin no later than 
8 June. Any other co urse 
would be a betrayal of 
members' interests. 

By Steve Dunk 
(Chair Inland Revenue 

CPS.A , personal capacity) 

Conference this year must 
deal with the anti-democratic 
changes which have been in­
troduced into CPSA 's elec­
toral procedures by the right 
wing. 

It is only through the 
pressure o f Militant sup­
porters and the Broad Left in 
general that there has been a 

Militant favoured a joint 
campaign involving a period 
of short sharp action leading 
up to the all-out strike which 
members know will be essen­
tia l to win this dispute. 
Members up and down the 
country have shown their 
willingness to fight and are 
looking to Conference for a 
lead . Conference must­
therefore vote in favour of 
the Broad Left model mo­
tion which calls for con­
tinued unity with the SCPS 
but makes it clear that the 

Another issue which has 
fo rced itself back on to the 
union agenda is the question 
of emergency payments cen­
tres when mem bers in the 
DHSS and DE are on strike. 
Many people wi ll have seen 
the sicken ing sight of Lord 
Yo ung and other Tory 
ministers complaining that 
the dispute is hurting the 
most vu lnerable in society. 
The complaints of Tory 
ministers sho uld worry 
nobody . However there is 

THIS YEAR John Raywood will earn 
£127 ,000 for losing the elections as 
CPSA General Treasurer twice! He 
receives a £90,000 golden handshake, a 
£12,000 year pension and a new job with 
the "Unity Trust" banking firm which 
nets him £25,000. 

Challenged about the generosity of this 
football pools type pay off from his political 
bedmates-the ruling CPSA right wing NEC 
he dismissed them as'' . .. the politics of en­
vy". " I'm worth every penny." he told the 
Daily Express of 27 April. Some would argue 
that a General Treasurer who leaves his 
union about £1 million in the red is worth 
less than nothing, certainly not £127,000. 
CPSA members will renew calls for the enor­
mous salaries of full time officials to be im­
mediately brought into line with the low paid 
members they represent. 

Gravy train derailed 
Raywood should have received no com­

pensation at all since he refused continued 
employment with CPSA. One of his fellow 
full time officials made this quite clear (in 
a letter to the General Secretary) . He also 
points out " To be blunt, the future pay and 
conditions of the rest of us could be placed 
in jeopardy by such a rash set of proposals. " 

Very perceptive! Very true! Raywood has 
taken the union gravy train right over the 
edge of the precipice and now endangers 
"perks" and "expenses" for all officials. 

Mr Raywood also decided the democratic 
principles by which he was defeated. In the 
Sunday Observer he is quoted as saying 
" ... If you have had a job for 30 years and 
you are sudden ly thrown out, not for in­
competence and not because anybody has 
made a national judgement that you cannot 
do the job, but simply because of the whims 
of political election machines, what compen­
sation would you expect?" . 

Our answer is-none! Unlike 4 million 
unemployed he has a phenomenally well paid 
job and will end his "working" life with two 
pensions and money in the bank. 

John Raywood . 

This scandal will mark the end of the road 
for CPSA's senior full time officials free 
loading at the union's expense. Emergency 
motions to the unions conference already call 
for an enquiry into the Raywood scandal. 
This must be held with proper representation 
from rank and file members of the union 
whose subscriptions pay for Raywood's ex­
travagant lifestyle . 

No amount of arrogant, ignorant and self­
righteous self defence on the part of 
Raywood will hide the facts-the right wing 
delayed offP.ring him redundancy pay so that 
he would benefit from revised Civil Service 
procedures introduced on 1 April. 

Raywood has only been Treasurer for 5 
years , not 30 as he says in the Observer. He 
could have stayed on as an Assistant 
Secretary on a salary of about £19,000 . For 
leaving voluntarily he is paid off £90,000 and 
goes straight to another job at £25,000! 

CPSA members on strike at present will 
be repulsed by this episode and wi ll demand 
that the right wing NEC who lavishly treat 
their friends to huge pay-offs are brought to 
book. If Mr Raywood had any trade union 
principles left he would give back the money 
unasked . 

DHSS Newcastle Central Office CPSA delegates celebrate Doreen Purvis being elected vice­
president at last year 's CPSA conference. 

ample ev idence from all 
quarters that the lack of 
emergency payments is 
damaging ou r support from 
claimant s and placing some 
Nalgo members in in­
tolerable circumstances. 

The union must review its 
policy in th e light of ex­
perience and carry the 
Emergency Morion from 
Mili1an1 suppo rters which 
lays out clearly that CPSA 
members shou ld be prepared 
to staff emergency payments 
centres under union control 
rather than let management 
proceed on the basis of scab 
labour. 

The major theme on the 
ma in conference agenda is 
union democracy. Nothing 
could more graphica lly il­
lustrate the ro tten ness at the 
top of the union than the pay 
off to John Raywood , the 
defeated right wir.g can­
didate in the General 
Treasurer election (See left). 
Conference must support the 
Emergency Motions calling 
for this pay out to be frozen 
and an investigation carried 
out with a report back to 
1988 Conference . 

With regard to the elec­
toral changes Conference 
must resist the push towards 
postal balloting and restore 
to Branch Committees the 
right to make recommenda­
tions in all elections. 

Equally important it must 
plug the gaps in the constitu­
tion identified by the courts 
last summer. The right wing 
in the union have consistent­
ly used the courts to try to 
whitt le down the sovereign­
ty of Conference. Motion 

11 19 and other associated 
mot ions offer the opportuni ­
ty once and for all to restore 
power to where it right fully 
belongs : to the members 
through Conference. 

Conference 
must be the 
springboard for 
a vote for all 
out strike to 
see the pay 
campaign to a 
successful 
conclusion. 

Support must a lso be 
given to mot ion 1174 which 
wou ld force the NEC to 
agree the date on which a 
success ful candidate will take 
up office, prior to the elec­
tion being held , rather than 
continuing the present cor­
rupt practice where the NEC 
waits to see if the member­
ship's choice is acceptable to 
them before deciding the 
date of appointment. 

Motion 1221 gives Con­
ference the right to decide on 
election procedure rather 
than simply the President 
and General Secretary and 
should be supported . 

Conference must carry 
motion 501 censuring the 

NEC for its conduct of · 
GS. GT elect ions. The n 
tion is not as strongly woru­
ed as we wo uld wis h, but 
given the fear shown by the 
right wing an d the 
bureaucracy in refusing to 
eve n print many of the mo­
tions received, this motion 
must be given full support. 

Motion 557 deals with 
br inging th e sa laries of 
senior full time officials in­
to line with members' pay. 
Given the ant ics of the last 
year and the lead offered by 
John Macreadie in the 
Genera l Secretary election 
this mo tion should also be 
carried if Conference renects 
the will of the members. 

There is also a debate on 
nuclear energy . The lessons 
o f Chernobyl must be learnt. 
The NEC should be censured 
for their support of the 
British Nuclear Industry 
which is one of the most 
notoriously secretive and ac­
cident prone in the world . 
Conference should support 
motion 890 which details the 
on ly sane way forward. · 

Conference must be used 
as the spring board for a vote 
for an all-out strike to see the 
pay campaign through to a 
successful co nclusio n. It 
must also be used to tnake a 
clear call to all CPSA 
members to vote l abour in 
the forthcoming General 
Election. The only solution 
for the problems faced by 
Civil Servants is the election 
of a l abour government 
committed to a socialist pro­
gramme. CPSA members 
must play their part in bring­
ing that about. 

Why civil servants are fighting 
CIVIL SERVICE trade 
unionists have given their 
loyal backing to the pro­
gramme of regional strikes. 
The report below from 
Hanley in the Potteries 
shows the potential for a 
well organised national 
strike. 

At the Unemployment 
Benefit Office, the vast 
majority of the 45 workers 
were out. A few, mainly 
supervisors and managers 
went in . 

Pickets explained that 
the strike was not just 
about pay. but better staf­
fing to give a better service 
to the public was also a 
concern. 

Nick Hackney, the CPSA 

area coordinator has work­
ed there for six years and 
only takes home £ 11 0 . 
Many take home as little as 
£70 a week. 

Milkmen, bin workers 
and postmen have refused 
to cross the picket lines 
and the pickets want their 
thanks to be recorded in 
print. The claimants were 
not hostile; they all took 
the leaflet: "We're on the 
same side. " 

The strikers want a 35 
hour week and 30 days 
leave. They know that 
demands like that , coupl­
ed with the proper use of 
new technology would 
mean more staff and less 
unemployment. 

At the DHSS office in 
Hanley three quarters of 
the 240 workforce were 
out, most of the rest were 
non union members and 
some higher grades. 
Pickets told us that several 
workers had joined the 
union over the dispute. 

One picket explained 
that when he started work 
in 1978, they handled 
9000 claims; now they 
dealt with 20,000 but they 
did not have anywhere 
near a proportionate in­
crease in staffing. The 
strikers are determined to 
win decent pay and vastly 
improved conditions for 
themselves and the public. 
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Industrial Reports 

USDAW shows mood 
of union conferences 
THIS YEAR'S Usdaw 
Annual Delegate Meeting 
took place against the 
background of the com­
ing general election. The 
conference mood was 
dominated by the necessi­
ty of returning a Labour 
government. 

Most activists fe lt that a 
Labour victory was entirely 
possible and that the opinion 
polls were not telling the 
whole story about the par­
ties' standing . 

Neil Kinnock addressed 
the conference. His speech 
was long on condemnation 
of the effects of eight years 
of Tory government , and 
short on what a Labour 
go vernm ent wi ll d o to 
erad icate t hem . Never­
t heless, he received a 
tumultuous ovation . The 
delegates cheered and clap­
ped on their feet for ten 
minutes . 

They sang ' Here we go' 
for another five minutes. 
After this died down Neil 
Kinnock asked them all to 
stand up and hold hands. He 
then led the singing of ' We 
shall overcome', which was 
fo llowed by another stan­
ding ovation. Even Kinnock 
was surprised! 

There was less of a witch­
hunting mood to the con-

ference this year compared 
with 1986, amongst the or­
dinary delegates at least. A 
motion suppo r ting the 
leadership 's 'efforts to rid 
the Labour P arty of the 
Militant influence, however, 
was carried on the plat­
for m 's recommendatio n . 
The general secretary called 
on members to support these 
moves at constituency level. 

But Militant supporters 
me t less hosti li ty fr om 
delegates and visitors. Sales 
of the paper were up on last 
year a nd the Militan t 
Readers' Meeting attracted 
nearly double last year 's at­
tendance . Nearly sixty heard 
Broad Left Presidential can­
didate, Jeff P rice, ou tl ine 
M ilitant's programme. 

Mood 
In t he elect io ns, th e 

Usdaw Broad Left saw its 
representation on the TUC 
delegation increased to eight 
out of 26, and in the Labour 
Party delegation saw its 
representa tion increased to 
10 out of 18, with three Mili­
tant supporters amongst 
them . 

The conference took a 
number of radical decisions 
on a wide range of issues, in­
cluding setti ng a wages 
policy of £120 per week for 

Garfield Davies 

35 hours and committed the 
union to a low pay cam­
paign . The motion called on 
the EC to hold a mass 
demonstration on this iss ue 
in the next few months. 

The executive council suf­
fered a defeat over the ques- -
tion of the Usdaw Youth 
Conference . A motion call­
ing fo r the size of the con­
ference to be substantially 
increased was passed against 
their recommendation on a 
card vote by a narrow 
margin. They are now com­
mitted to developing the 
Youth Conference into a 
bigger, more representative 
body. 

By Mick Wainwright 
(Usdaw, North Western 

Divisional Counci llor) 

Prince _ of_ Wales. pit strike .-- . 
PRINCE OF Wales colliery, 
in Pontefract, was on strike 
for two days recently over 
management's decision to 
pay the underground loco 
drivers a grade less . Talks 
had been taking place bet­
ween management and the 
union at the pit but they were 
getting nowhere. 

When the men came to 
work on the Monday night 
they decided they had had 
enough and went home. 
Tuesday day shift heard the 
usual: "We would like you 
to work so we can talk to 
management" from the 
branch officials, but as he 
was talking, the day shift 
loco drivers walked past the 
canteen windows on their 
way back home and any 
other words were lost as the 
rest of the men followed 
them. 

Don't 
ONE OF the West End's 
most popular musicals, 
Cabaret, was performed 
last week without music. 
For the first time ever a 
West End orchestra are 
on strike. 

Ian Muncey, a member of 
the Cabaret orchestra talked 
to Julie Frost and Dave 
Conway: 

The dispute began when 
all 13 members were given 
termination of our contracts 
but no reason was given . On­
ly eight were offered a 
renewal. We had all been 
working on the show for 
over a year and had brought 
it from tour to the West 
End . 

After a secret ballot we 
voted 10-3 to go on strike. 
The Musicians Un ion made 
it official and banned any 
other musician from cros~ing 

The strike was called off 
after two days following a 
meeting of all the pit's loco 
dri vers when they voted for 
a return to work. 

As is usual at this pit the 
surface men were advised to 
work on the first day' which 
they did , apart from a small 
group of men who refused to 
work when the underground 
men are in dispute. 

This follows an earlier 
dispute, when after being 
told to work , they were sent 
home after three hours. 
Because these men went 
home the coal preparation 
plant could not run. The 
manager sent a message over 
to the plant that the men 
either ran the plant or went 
home. They went to see the 
union who said as long as 
they were NUM men they 
should run the plant! 

It meant one man, who 
didn 't know the job, having 
to do someone's job who 
had gone home in dispute, 
sanctioned by the union! 
And contractors doing jobs 
of some of the others who 
had gone home, (drivers) . 

It turned out that the 
argument of those who had 
supported the underground 
men was fully vindicated 
when the night shift on the 
surface was sent home by 
management at 11.00pm! 
What this episode shows is 
the need to build up the 
broad left in the NUM and 
where it is necessary replace 
leaders that sanction 
scabbing! 

By a North Yorks 
reporter 

come to the Cabaret 
the picket. None have at­
tempted to and the manage­
ment cannot find any musi­
cian willing . They have even 
tried to transfer musicians 
from some of their other 
shows. 

Support from Equit y 
members has been good, 
contrary to press reports. 20 
of the 30 members of the 
cast have signed a petition 
against the sackings . Seven 
members refused to go on 
and stayed outside with the 
strikers. Peter Plouviez, the 
general secretary has blam­
ed the situation on the 
management. 

Response from the au­
dience has been good. When 
approached by the pickets 
most people demanded a re­
fund and refused to go into 
the show . On its last night 
onl y 41 people were 
present-in a theatre that 

can seat almost 1,000. 
In an attempt to under­

mine support management 
has fed the press wi th some 
amazing stories . They would 
be funn y if it wasn't so 
seri ous and my job on the 
line. Now I know how the 
miners feel about the press. 

The management have 
even gone to the extent of 
phoning members of the 
band at home, and have 
threatened the MU with an 
injunction and each in­
dividual with a £50,000 fine . 

We are all prepared to 
work tonight but it appears 
that the management are 
prepared to 'sack' the entire 
cast and crew, by closing the 
show, rather than reinstate 

But over the bank holiday 
weekend they were 
desperately phoning the 
band to see if it could be 
resolved. So it's not over yet. 

(,C-t-

Successful Hangers demo 
H UNDREDS OF 
demonstrators marched 
last Saturday in Putney 
against the sackings of 
300 arti ficial limb makers 
fro m the Ha ngers 
factory . 

Hangers parent company 
BTR, controls the limb 
manufacturing market and is 
making vast profi ts. 

As Charlie Lucas (Na­
tional League of the Blind 
and Disabled) commented at 
the rally: "So long as BTR 
get their £500 mill ion a year 
pro fi t they don't care"! 

The noisiest contingent on 
the march was the LPYS, 
with members mainly from 
Putney, Hammersmirh and 
F ulham. Jason Fleming and 
Mark Bedford from Putney 
LPYS explained to Militant 
how the LPYS had raised 
more than £1,500 fo r the 
strikers during the past seven 
month long dispute and how 
LPYS members had been 
down on the picket line every 
week. " We won' t walk away 
after this rally but wi ll carry 
on our support" said Mark . 

As the march mo ved 
through Putney High Streer 
marchers were greeted with 
cheers and clapping from 
passers by. Marchers only 
saw one unwelcome face, 
that of disgraced MP Harvey 
Proctor. He soon disap­
peared behind the curtain 

when· he was recognised. 
The march moved on to 

the tune of 'The Drunken 
Sailor' singing: 'What shall 
we do with Harvey P roctor ' 
and the reply came back 
'spank his bottom .' 

Loud applause greeted 
Cathy Wilson of Liverpool 
Labour Women's Council, a 
Hangers consumer. Cathy 
explained how the skills of 
the Hangers workers had 
allowed her the privilege of 
tak ing part in the labour 
movement. 

Monopoly 
She outlined how Hangers 

and Vesser's, two companies 
that monopolise the arti fic ial 
limb market, cynically ex­
ploit the disabled. She show­
ed how they had taken ad­
vantage of this 'growth ' in­
dustry during the war period 
and how Hangers now, with 
their sister company Vesser, 
both owned by Intermed, are 
able to capitalise on an ag­
ing population. 

She pointed out that there 
was a better rate of return in 
this industry than any other 
manufacturing industry. 

What BTR are most 
frightened about is workers 
fighting back, and the gains 
made by Hangers workers 
with national pay rates and 
national agreements 
throughout 23 branches of 

Cathy W ilson 

Hangers in Britain. Cathy 
linked Hangers' struggle to 
struggles th roughout the 
wo rl d a nd international 
workers ' day, May Day . She 
brought frate rnal greetings 
and solidarity from the peo­
ple of Liverpool. 

Alan Doogan , a member 
of Tass and the dispute com­
mittee commented to our 
reporter : "Out of all the out­
side people who have sup­
ported the dispute, Militant 
has helped the most"! 

News from the Tass na­
tional conference that 
delegates had passed a 
resolution calling for the 
limb fitting industry to be 
taken into public ownership, 
was greeted with cheers and 
applause! 

By Ruth Campbell 

[ Council's manual pay deal 
ON 8 April employers on 
the National Joint coun­
cil (NJC) made a series of 
proposals in connection 
with the Local 
Authorities (LA) manual 
workers review. 

If accepted, they would 
represent a devastating at­
tack on LA manual workers' 
terms and conditions. 

In return for a new 
grading system and higher 
rates of pay, the employers 
want almost total flexibility 
of hours and a move away 
from national negotiations 
to local agreements. These 
measures pave the way for 
privatisation . 

The proposals for the new 
grading system fail to tackle 
the prob' "!ms of low pay, ac­
tually increasing 
differentials. 

(The lowest paid worker 
would get £6.55 whilst the 
highest grade would benefit 
by as much as £17. Cleans­
ing workers would go down 
a grade!) 

The possibility opens up 
of a huge increase in part-

time workers and even the 
introduction of split-shift 
working and that is only the 
beginning! 

What makes these pro­
posals even worse is that they 
come from Labour authori­
ty representatives on the 
NJC! 

In my own workplace, a 
Parks Department, the pro­
posals would mean 
gardeners could be asked to 
work 30 hours during the 
winter and 50 hours during 
the summer months. 

Pay cut 
Grass cutting would be 

carried out on a split shift 
schedule , from !Oam and 
also cut across tea time (the 
best times for grass cutting). 

Glasshouse workers would 
be asked to start at 4am, the 
best time for cutting and 
seed work. 

With Saturday and Sun­
day becoming part of the 
normal week, park rangers 
would face a large pay cut. 

Management would also 
be able to dictate when 

holidays can be taken­
workers having a summer 
holiday could become a 
thing of the past. 

Trade unionists in the 
GMB, TGWU and NUPE 
must demand recall pay con­
ferences to ensure these pro­
posals are discussed and re­
jected. A real campaign to 
tackle low pay and reduce 
the working week must be 
launched . 

Finally, in the April edi­
tion of Labour Party News 
the call is made for more ef­
ficient services, value for 
money, etc. Whilst trade 
unionists and socialists are in 
favour of such im­
provements, the striving for 
efficiency should not be 
made at the expense of 
work ers' term s and 
conditions. 

By Alan Shadforth 
(Hull City Council Joint 

Shop Stewards' Commit­
tee Executive, personal 

capacity) 



London bus vote 
LONDON BUSWORKERS have voted for in­
dustrial action against attacks on wages and work­
ing conditions by London Bus Limited using the 
threat of further privatisation. 

Behind them stands the 
Tory government who have 
introduced competitive 
tendering, which means that 
at some stage all London 
Regional Transport routes 
will be open to any bus com­
pany's bid. 

Already many bus garages 
in the south London area 
have taken action. One day 
strikes by a number of outer 
London garages, with sym­
pathy by some inner London 
garages, arose from manage­
ment's attempt to blackmail 
workers in areas where 
tendering has taken place or 
is due in the near future. 

Workers at Norbiton 
garage have been given 
notice of new contracts and 
told that if they reject the 
new terms they will be sub­
ject to dismissal without 
redundancy or severence 
payments. The company 
claim this is legal and have 
formed new subsidiary com­
panies in the affected areas. 

The cut in wages for one-

By M Langabeer 
(TGWU, Peckham garage) 

person operated buses will be 
at least £30 on basic wages, 
rising to £50 when unsocial 
hours payments are includ­
ed . They also want to in­
troduce compulsory over­
time of seven hours, taking 
the working week from 38 to 
45 hours. 

A one day strike of the 
whole fleet should be called. 
If management refuse to 
enter negotiations then an in­
definite strike must be called. 

Solidarity 
Many bus workers will 

raise doubts about the the 
success of such actions. 
Older members recall the 
failure of the 1958 strike 
which lasted seven weeks and 
the recent defeats of the 
miners and printers . 

But if we allow the attack 
on garages at Norbiton, 

Plumstead and other outer 
London garages then as sure 
as night follows day it will be 
our garage next. 

London Bus management 
tried to introduce a two-tier 
wage system before but it 
was rejected by a ballot vote. 
Now they are attempting to 
introduce this through the 
back door. It shows they fear 
opposition from the whole 
fleet and prefer to pick off 
individual garages. 

We must win solidarit y 
from groups like London 
Underground workers and 
other bus workers who can 
only suffer from this wage 
cutting exercise . For exam­
ple , London and Country 
bus workers who are also 
organised in the TGWU. 

If this dispute escalates in­
to a London-wide strike we 
must also have the support 
of the whole labour move­
ment. The Labour Party 
must make clear that tender­
ing will end when they are 
returned to office and LRT 
will be made subject to 
democratic control through 
the local councils or a new 
London-wide authority . 

Support Senior Coleman strikers 
IN THIRTEEN weeks, 
Senior Coleman strikers 
have raised thousands of 
pounds, held two public 
demonstrations and 
spoken at numerous 
meetings. 

They have organised 
'btacking', and persuaded 
Labour councils not to buy 
Senior Coleman products. 
The 97 strikers have forged 
links with workers from 
Caterpillar and Silentnight 
and got their strike known 
throughout the country. 

On 29 April Tory MPs ' 
slumbers in the Commons 
were interrupted as Ken 
Eastham, Labour MP for 
Blackley accused Senior Col­
eman management of "sheer 
arrogance" and branded 
them industrial lepers. He 
also criticised the Tory Man­
power Services Commission 
for "recruiting scab labour" 
for the vacant jobs. 

Senior Coleman, 
previously Barber and Col­
eman, was always well 
known as a non union 
workplace from 1904 until a 
hard fought battle secured a 
union in 1983. Since then _ 
they have fought every inch 

of the way for pay rises from 
£83 a week to £119 a week 
and better conditions . 

But earlier this year, 
management decided to go 
completely on the offensive. 
Four members were sacked 
for refusing to fill in new 
time sheets. When a strike 
was called in defiance, all 
strikers .vere sacked. 

Threats 
The ruthless management 

even phoned fo ur deaf 
strikers ' homes to tell them 
to return to work or be sack­
ed and never work again 
because of their disability. 
These four strikers are still 
on strike and take a regular 
turn on the picket line. 

Management have learned 
that taking on untrained 
scabs in place of skilled 
workers has disadvantages. 
Strikers believe that produc­
tivity is down to about 30 per 
cent of normal. 

The strikers have learned 
a lot too from their battle . 
One major conclusion is that 
they cannot just rely on 
AEU leaders for building 
support ; they rely on rank 
and file members. The 

Senior Coleman strikers are 
a beacon to engineers 
everywhere and that has 
been reflected in solidarity. 

When Tony, the strike 
committee secretary was 
photographed in the Man­
chester Evening News, peo­
ple on his estate were knock­
ing on his door with money 
and food to the point, he 
says, of embarrassment. 

Trade unionists must back 
th is struggle against a 
"cowboy" boss . A victory 
here would be another push 
in the leftward swing of the 
AEU . The strike committee , 
with the support of local 
labour movement and trade 
union activists and the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists are setting up a 
Greater Manchester support 
group. 

The first meeting is on Fri­
day 8 May at Manchester 
Town Hall at 7. 30pm. They 
also want to regularise con­
tributions through a stan­
ding order form. 

Messages of support and 
donarions iO Senior Coleman 
srrike commi11ee, cl o A EU Of­
fices, The Crescenr, Salford. 
Cheques payable ro Sen ior Col­
eman Srrike Fund. 

Defend AEU democracy 
Dear Comrades, 

I was dismayed but not surprised at 
recent press reports of the AEU's offer 
to Apex to allow them the option of ap­
pointing their officials if Apex would 
agree to merge with us. Once more it 
becomes blatantly obvious whose in­
terests the AEU's Executive have at 
heart. 

It has been one of the justifiably pro­
ud boasts of my union that all our of­
ficials have been elected by the 
membership. 

Once more the best traditions of the 
labour and trade union movement are 
seen to be inferior to the aspirations of 
the bureaucrats at the 'top of the tree', 
who expose the real nature of their role 
in the movement by their unprincipled 
attempts to 'cobble together' a right 
wing 'super union.' 

What hope for the members, if the 
right wing executive's plans to 
amalgamate with the EETPU are forc­
ed through without proper consultation 
and undue haste. 

The membership must be made aware 
of the dangers closing in on them and 
plans made to mobilise those layers of 
the union as yet dormant, who have for 
years received little or no attention from 
the leadership other than as voting fod­
der when required. 

A Broad Left has to be built-with all 
its leading figures firmly committed to 
the fight for jobs and prepared to stand 
firm against right wing sabotage. New 
young layers have to be mobilised if we 
are to be successful. Build the broad left 
now! 

Yours fraternally 
Russell Taylor Edinburgh 

. - . 
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Industrial Reports 

-Manchester protest against bus deregulation - London bus workers have voted to fight attacks 
on jobs and conditions. 

Gateshead pol~ce attack pickets 
NEW VICIOUS tactics 
by police on the picket 
line at HFW Plastics, 
Gateshead over the past 
two weeks has seen a 
number of pickets injured 
and 11 arrests. 

The 'honeymoon period" 
between police and pickets 
came to an abrupt end on 29 
April, when 40 to 50 police 
waded into a crowd of 
demonstrators sitting 
peacefully on the roadway 
outside the factory. 

Terrifying screams and 
pleas from the women, who 
were trampled underfoot , 
dragged by the hair and pun­
ched in the face by police, 
fell on deaf ears. 

As the bus carrying 
around 30 scabs forced its 
way through what resembl­
ed a bloody battlefield , one 
lad who had been dragged to 
the ground in front of the 
bus, only managed to scram­
ble clear of the wheels 
without a moment to spare. 

Teresa Atkinson, an HFW 
worker for five vears before 
being sacked al~ng with 46 
others was dragged along the 
groun d like a sack of 
potatoes. She saw one girl 
violently pulled to her feet by 
her ears. "Another girl was 
punched in the mouth by the 
police. It was terrible." 

The following Friday, two 
councillors, John Simpkin of 
Gateshead and Nigel Todd 
of Elswick, Newcastle were 
arrested. This was after John 
who is also branch secretary 
of the Sogat union, had ap­
proached the police to re-

mind them of the law which 
allows six pickets to ap­
proach the bus driver so as 
to persuade him to turn 
back. All along police have 
refused the pickets this right, 
seemingly making up their 
own laws as they go along . 

Following these arrests a 
spontaneous demonstration 
outside Gateshead police sta­
tion demanded their im­
mediate release . It was 
broken up by police and two 
further arrests were made. 

A number of workmen in 
the construction section of 
the AEU, who were working 
on the police station, im­
mediately downed tools and 
amid cheers from the 
demonstrators , refused to 
return until all the arrested 
were released. 

Support 
The dispute, now in its 

sixth week, is escalating. 
gaining support from 
various trade unions , 
Labour Party branches, 
unemployed groups, coun­
cils and many individuals , 
such as housewives, students 
etc. 

Phil Main, father of the 
Sogat chapel at HFW 
Plastics explained the at ­
titude of management, par­
ticularly towards women 
workers: "Mr Jackson 
(manager) thought that no 
woman was worth £100 a 
week. His main purpose all 
this time has been to force 
these girls out and get scab 
labour in. 

"The girls were on £92 a 

week, they actually should 
have been on £113. But even 
£92 was too much f6r 
Jackson. The women did 
everything for manage ' '"' 
They haven 't had a p< se 
for four years and eve1. <.<.: ­

cepted a £10 pay cut last 
year. 

"Jackson again refused 
the women a pay rise this 
year, so they voted to ban 
overtime. An ultimatum, 
demanding a return to work 
on overtime or face 
dismissal, was flatly rejected 
by five girls and three lads 
who were immediately sack­
ed. 40 other women and a 
few lads then walked out two 
days later in support and 
were also sacked . 

" Jackson then took on 
about 20 to 30 scabs who 
were being paid only £54 a 
week. He wants cheap non­
union labour. 

"I would like to see as 
many people as possible 
come down to these gates 
and give us all the support 
we need. " 

Though faced with both 
the police and management's 
disgusting attitudes, strikers ' 
morale is tremendous. 

We call on workers 
throughout our area to join 
with the women on the 
picket line. Wo rk ers 
throughout the c_ountry 
should send letters of sup­
port and donations to: HFW 
Plastics Strike, Sogat Office 
119 Jesmond Road , 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

By Bob Harker 

Another Selby super strike 
THE SELBY complex, 
British Coal's showpiece 
development in Yorkshire 
continues to be beset with 
strikes. They are now occur­
ring at almost one a 
fortnight . 

Last week a strike began 
at Stillingfleet colliery . 
Significantly it was over the 
question of private 
contractors. 

A lorry arrived with two 
sledges made at Toronto 
engineering. Previously Still­
ingfleet ' s sledges had been 
constructed by Stillingfleet 
fitters. Consequently the 
union blacked the lorry and 
the pit top men refused to 
unload it. The afternoon 
shift refused to go down the 
pit until the waggon left the 
colliery . 

The manager told the fit­
ter that they were there to 
modify tackle, drill holes. In 
other words the manager is 
attempting to de-skill them. 

He also made it clear that he 
would put whatever tackle he 
chose to outside contract. 
But by then the lorry had 
disappeared. 

The following morning it 
returned. The pit-top men 
refused to unload it. The 
manager then threatened to 
stop their pay. They walked 
off the job. The 
underground men joined 
them and the union declared 
an official dispute. 

At the well-attended union 
meeting called to discuss the 
issue, such was the anger 
that an indefinite dispute 
was called and they refused 
to allow any safety cover. 

The manager then sent a 
letter to each striker sug­
gesting that he was prepared 
to sack them: " Participation 
in the present strike and any 
similar action in future will 
be recorded. You should 
clearly understand that such 
participation may lead to 

serious disciplinary action 
being taken ~hich may in­
clude dismissal from your 
employer''. 

This dispute is of par­
ticular significance , being 
against the creeping 
privatisation which is occur­
i ng in all the British 
coalfields. It also reflects the 
growing bitterness and 
militancy of Selby miners. 

Unlike pits in many other 
areas, these miners unders­
tand that the future of their _ 
collieries are secure and con­
sequently they understand 
the potential power that they 
have. 

Management have serious­
ly miscalculated. They have 
attempted to hand-pick the 
workforce in Selby, obvious-
1 y to "weed out the 
militants". But despite all 
their efforts militancy is 
growing. And it will prove a 
major obstacle to privatisa­
tion plans. 
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All out strike needed 
What We 
Stand for 

• The immediate in ­
troduction of a 35-hour 
week without loss in 
pay as a step towards 
the elimination of 
unemployment . 

CIVIL SERVANTS 
have endured eight 
years of the present 
Tory government. 

By Bill Boyle 

Eight years of miserable 
wage increases which are no 
wage increases at all. Eight 
years of job losses, lousy 
conditions and cash limits 
which have squeezed the life 
out of the Civil Service. 

TheTories have reduced 
morale in the Civil Service, 
L'1 the whole public sector, to 
rock bottom. 

There is no secret about 
the leve ls of militancy 
displayed in the recent in­
dustrial action. It reveals a 
burning anger against the 
present Government which 
resulted in the recent 
political fu nd bal lot. It has 
showed itself in the un­
precedented rash of strikes in 
the DHSS and Departmen t 
of Employment over staff­
ing , premises problems, 
overtime and many more 
grievances which might have 
otherwise bubbled under and 
not come to the surface . 

i 
I 
l 
l 

' J~· ---

... Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive pro­
gramme of public works 
on housing, education, 
the health service, etc . 

• A m1mmum wage of 
£ 1 20 a week for all , in­
cluding pensioners, sick 
and disabled people. 

• A socialist plan of pro­
duction democratically 
drawn up and im­
plemented by commit­
tees involving the trade 
unions , shop stewards, 
housewives and small 
business people. 

• Opposi t ion to the 
capi t a list Common 
Market, the EEC . For a 
socialist United States 
of Europe as a step 
towards a World 
Socialist Federation. 

The on~n\·helming sup­
port, in the ss o;o- 90 0-o 
range, shown by members to 
the recem sele<.:: ive acrion , 
demonstrates r;ie mood of 
civil se[\·ams for action. 
Hundreds if not thousands 
of new members have join­
ed the union since they have 
seen , at last, that it is serious­
ly preparing to rake action to 
protect the li,·ing standards 
of its members. The picket 
lines have been stronger and 
better supported than in any 
previous action. 

Thousand s of civil servants supported their union ' s call for action in London on 5 May. John Macreadie, and John Bryan, Labour's 

• Workers' management 
of the nationalised in­
dustries . These should 
be run on the basis of 
one-third of the places 
on the ma nagement 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, 
one-th ird from the TUC 
representing the work­
ing c lass as a whole, 
and one-third from the 
government. 

prospective parliamentary candidate for Bermondsey on a Southwark picket line . · • Opposition to the Tory 
government ' s an t i­
union laws and t he 
reversal of attacks on 
the trade unions. 

The right wing leadership 
of CPSA, ' led ' by John Ellis 
have absolutely no faith in 
the membership to carry the 
present action to its logical 
and necessary conclusion­
an all out strike . They 
cynically hope that the 
membership will reject the 
strike. Instead of ensuring 
the smoothest possible run­
in to the action , they hope to 
sabotage it. 

But the only way forward 
is the all out strike. It is the 
only language the Tories will 
unders tand . Limited action 

will have limited results. This 
is the time , when the Tories 
are preparing for a general 
election , to begin effecti ve 
ac tion . 

If the motions before the 
CPSA conference are heard, 
and a realistic timetable for 
action is agreed, then ac­
tivists will be able to go back 
into their branches in time 
for balloting to begin on 25 
May and for an all out strike 
to begin on 8 June. 

Rallies 
If rallies and demonst ra­

tions are called prior to the 
all out action, the member­
ship will be able to feel its 
enormous power and cohe­
sion in the streets , as they 
should have been able to do 
lo nu before now . 

The strategy of the SCPS 
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leadership is to avoid an all 
ou t ballot. They have no 
faith that they can win such 
a ballot . Neither have 
theMorning Star faction o f 
the SCPS . But the worst 
possible strategy for the 
members of the CPSA, NIP­
SA and SCPS would be for 
the union to adopt an NUT 
type strategy, with a pro­
gramme of action that stret­
ched out into the far future 
with no end in sight, 
especially when the vast ma­
jority of CPSA members 
recognise that only an all out 
strike can win. 

With the spectre of 
regional pay and merit pay in 
the Tory background 
awaiting implementation , 
union members are ap­
prehensive about the future . 
There is no future for a 
stable Civil Service with this 

s 

government. It has to be 
removed as soon as possible . 
In the meantime, the only 
uains which civil servants will 
~ake wi ll be through 
struggle. 

In any forthcoming all out 
strike the providing of 
emergency payments will be, 
asAfilitant supporters have 
always said, a major factor 
in winning the strike. It is 
not good enough for us to 
say that another union, in 
this case NALGO, should 
provide the service which 
CPSA members should pro­
vide under proper trade 
union control. 

Limited 
Already the experiences 

which CPSA, SCPS and 
NIPSA members have had in 
the so far limited strike ac-
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tion , pro\·es the point. In 
Sco'tland, in one incident 
staff had to be protected 
from irate claimants. 

Support 
The union must ensure 

claimants' support , and the 
wider support of the public 
at large . This can only be 
maintained through an offer 
to DHSS and DE manage­
ment that members will staff 
and operate emergency pro­
cedures' centres, under trade 
union control. 

Only an all out strike will 
win the present dispute . This 
week's CPSA conference 
must plan in military detail 
the way to win , to go from 
this conference to. carry it 
out, then to enthuse the mass 
of our members to win our 
claim as quickly as possible . 

• Massive cuts in a rms 
spending . Support for 
unilateral nuclear disar­
mament, but with the 
recognition that only a 
socialist change o f 
society in Britain and in­
tern at ion a 11 y can 
eliminate the danger of 
a nuclear holocaust . 

• Nationalisation of the 
top 200 monopolies, in­
cluding the banks and 
insurance companies 
which control 80 per 
cent to 85 per cent of 
the economy . This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parlia­
ment with minimum 
compensation on the 
basis of proven need . 
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