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100,000 YOUNG SLAVE LABOURERS will be the Tories’
first present to their big business backers.

The Queen’s speech confirms
that Unemployment Minister. By Tony Cross
Norman Fowler’s plans to force
youth onto slave labour schemes  stopped after six miserable

will be a top Tory priority. months!

Fowler aims to stop benefit Of course Fowler's plans have
payments for the 30,000 school—  their advantages...for the Tories
leavers who refuse to go on and their millionaire friends.
YTS—the Tories™ infamous slave The Tories will be able to

labour scheme. And 70,000 six- knock a few thousand more off
teen to eighteen year-olds who the unemployment statistics;
have left schemes or education their twentieth fiddle of the fi-
for what he calls “negative rea- gures so far.

sons”  will have their dole And the bosses will get more
chopped too. labour for which they don’t have

The ‘freedom-loving’ Tories to pay a penny. and which they
are introducing conscription for  can throw back on the scrapheap
youth! after two vears.

If you are one of the thousands The Tories are spending £1
of sixteen to eighteen year-olds  billion on this giant subsidy to big
who find themselves on cheap  business. Theyv've just launched a
labour schemes where they learn  £2 million advertising campaign
nothing. "Keep working or star-  to try and clean up YTS's stink-
ve!™ is the Tories” message to  ing reputation.
vou. They won't convince the vouth

If vou refuse to go on a scheme  or the labour movement that this
in the first place. because vou  Tory poison is good for their

want to get a proper job. Fowl health. The unions and the La-
Norman will give vou no- bour Party must organise young
thing. workers and school students to

Even if vou are looking for a  fight against industrial conscrip-
place on a scheme you will get  tion and for proper jobs for
less than vyou're entitied to  youth'
now...and that pittance will be

Striking school students on the march agiris Tory YTS plans. ~ Photo: John Smith {IFL)

British profits
. from Filipino
. women—
eyewitness

Young Socialists demands

THE LABOUR PARTY Young Socialists (LPYS) have

committed Labour’s National Executive to oppos- Peter Taaffe:

ing the Tories’ conscription plans. “Labour right fail report. P13
The LPYS have a proud record of fighting for election test’’. P5
proper jobs for youth. They demand: '
# Trade union rights and rates of pay for all young
w%rkers g Sl Education:
% Proper training and a guaranteed jo i
¥ Proper health and safety conditions g? Sk examines

¥ A 35 hour week and five weeks’ paid holiday a
year.
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CPSA stands
firm on pay

THE TORIES have reduced civil servants’ real
wages by 30 per cent since 1979, and now their
miscrable wage offer of 4.25 per cent has led to the
well supported series of regional strikes.

But with a renewed parliamentary majority it is
clear that the Government feels well able to ride out
this limited action. This was the lesson too of the
1981 pay campaign when, after 21 weeks of
selective industrial action, the right wing leadership
refused to take the next logical step of a ballot on
all-out action.

The only way to win this campaign is to hold an
all-out strike. This was the conclusion of the CPSA
Broad Left NEC.

It is amazing then that, prior to the CPSA NEC
deciding on an all-out strike ballot, the SCPS
decided to call off their planned regional action.
SCPS General Secretary, Leslie Christie, said: *“ We
were aware that the CPSA vote was likely to create
a split in the strategy”.

This action will outrage SCPS members. The
SCPS leaders have ended their campaign, using the
CPSA decision as their excuse. In so doing they
have given sustenance to the Tories.

It was the so called Communist Party controlled
Executive Committee of the SCPS who were the
architects of the present rolling programme of
industrial action. It was they who persuaded the
BL84 in CPSA to back this strategy with the result
that it was accepted by the CPSA conference, where
many delegates were hoodwinked by the dishonest
arguments of the BL84/right wing alliance. They did
not argue against the all out strike, but that the time
was not right.

The Militant CPSA Conference Bulletin the fol-
lowing morning read: “We shall see in the weeks
ahead whether the promises of BL84 and the
CPSA/SCPS leadership that they will support an
all-out strike if this further limited action does not
win the claim is translated into action or whether, as
many feel, it was all a smokescreen to hide their lack
of confidence in the members and our bargaining
power.”

After 11 weeks of government intransigence, it
could not be clearer that regional action is insuffi-
cient.

Now this cynical betrayal of CPSA members will
have dramatic repercusions upon the leadership of
the SCPS. Their members will want to know why a
programme of action which they were told could be
sustained between now and Christmas, has been
unceremoniously dumped.

The Morning Star writes “The SCPS will now “call
the Government’s bluff’ that no further money is
available while industrial action takes place.” But
the Tories have made clear there will be no further
increase on basic rates, unless the unions agree to
the divisive regional and merit pay.

The Tories have managed, with the almost certain
collusion of some union leaders, to split the two
unions, the better they hope to move in and inflict
large scale damage to the Broad Left led CPSA.
This is obvious from the massive avalanche of Tory
media abuse being heaped upon the CPSA for
daring to ballot its members on all out action, and
accusing it of being responsible for splitting the
unions. The NUM were vilified for NOT having a
ballot now CPSA are attacked for having a bal-
lot.

Rank and file SCPS members must be persuaded
to put the maximum pressure on their leadership not
to back down. If the CPSA ballot is succesful CPSA
will have to re-approach the SCPS leaders to
reconsider a joint campaign. In fact all unions would
have to be approached again. The local campaign
committees must continue to function and build

.quickly for the all out strike.

According to the Independent of 24/6/87: **1f there
were strong membership support in the ballot, an }
all-out strike could have a big impact on Govern-

;ment operations and close benefit offices and |
ccomputer centres and disrupt air and sea travcl.”t
Even if CPSA was out alone, in other words, it
‘would have a mighty impact. {

CPSA members facing poverty, claiming the very f

‘benefits they administer and working in appalling |
conditions, cannot wait for some union bureaucracy |
ito tell them that ‘the time is now right’. The time for |

all-out action is now and the ballot must go ahead. '
\

Labour right learn no lessons

AT ITS first meeting since Labour’s election

defeat, the Party’s National Executive Com-
mittee held only a brief discussion, mainly
aspects of the cam-

on organisational
paign.

General Secretary, Larry
Whitty declared that it was
a wonder to behold how the
Tory vote had held up after
a Labour campaign which
had won such praise from
the media. He conceded
however that the tax ques-
tion and fear of labour
coming to power had al-
lowed the Tories to run
away with it towards the
end of the campaign.

Michael Meacher said
that the Tories had been
lucky with the ecconomy
and that the natural work-
ing class was shrinking and
being replaced by the
white-collar and technical
workers.

Eric Clarke of the
miners’ union attributed
Labour’s Scottish triumph
to Labour being seen at the
front of the struggles over
Caterpillar and Gartcosh.
He said that extra-
Parliamentary action would
have to be taken to build up
the Labour party, but that
we must not water down
our policies.

Joan Maynard referred
to the big swing to Labour
in Liverpool, saying there

are lessons we can't
escape.

This was taken up by
Linda Douglas of the
LPYS. who pointed out
that campaigns waged by
right-wing candidates had
not been as successful as
those of the left even in the
same regions.

In Yorkshire the biggest
swings had been in Brad-
ford. In the West Midlands
in Birmingham where the
right wing campaigned the
results were not good, but
in Coventry there was a

bigger swing, and it was the
same with Liverpool and
the rest of the North
West.

In Liverpool they had
concrete things to show for
the fight they had waged
for the working class. Their
vote went up, whereas in
places where they took the
advice of the leadership to
fight with a ‘dented shield’
and put the rates up they
lost seats.

Sixty per cent of the elec-
torate, she said, had made
up their minds before the
election was called, and
that was the time when the
NEC had been having
witch-hunts and banning
candidates.

‘Distraction’

Although he had asked
for there not to be a full
political analysis of the
election, Neil Kinnock res-
ponded to some of these
points. It was a ‘distrac-
tion’, he said. to compare
different results in different
arcas and -compare what
"council X or ‘tendency Y’
was doing.

Socialism, he argued
would have to be achieved
in stages. Eventually we
would have to own and

control everything in socie-
ty, but we have got to earn
it first by showing that we
are capable of running bits
of it.

We must not be afraid of
the modern working class,
he said; even Marxists have
argued that there is not one
homogeneous working
class.

On the three organisa-
tional questions currently
being discussed. the youth
organisation, the women'’s
organisation and  ‘one
member, one vote’ for rese-
lection of MPs, discussion
was postponed until July.
The deadline for comments
on the future of the youth
was extended until 31
July.

National Organiser Joyce
Gould is to visit Liverpool
to ‘talk about’ re-setting up
the District Labour Party
and it was announced that
the Party has to cut its
spending by £500,000 and
there will be taiks with staff
about possible redundan-
cies.

The National Constitu-
tuional Committee has ex-
pelled Neal Diplock, from
Stevenage Labour Party.
Decisions on other Steven-
age members were de-
ferred.

Coventry celebrates Labour victory

““I AM here to tell you that young

uited in Dave Nellist being re-elected

dragged down into the abyss of

people will not put up with another
five years of Tory government”’
Kelly McSorley, a school student
who had joined the Labour Party
Young Socialists during the elec-
tion campaign, told a post—
election Militant meeting of over
100 in Coventry.

Steve Kirkwood (16) a part-time
landscape gardener agreed: “The only
future for the young is to get rid of
Thatcher and fight for socialism, the
only system that can provide us with
real education, training and a job—
things that should be a bir-
thright™.

Militant editor, Peter Taaffe, com-
pared Labour’s performance in Liver-
pool with the results in the West
Midlands. with its large number of
marginal seats. The right wing. who
dominate this area, he said. had com-
pletely failed to mobilise support for
Labour. The campaign in Coventry
South East on the other hand. res-

with the biggest swing to Labour (5.2
per cent) in the region.

This had been achieved not only
because Dave Nellist had built up a
reputation for fighting for working
people, but also because of the elec-
tion campaign itself, a campaign to
convince workers to vote Labour and
support socialist ideas.

The Labour leadership’s attitude to
supposedly ‘well-off" workers, he
added, had proved mistaken. Roy
Hattersley's pledge to increase taxes
had had a particularly damaging effect
on skilled workers in the West Mid-
lands.

Class unity

Nationally the Tory vote amongst
them increased from 38 to 42 per cent.
The only way to win their support
was. as Dave Nellist and other social-
ist candidates had done. to warn them
that unless the class was united against
Tory attacks, they too would be

unemployment.

Pete Mcivally, the eclection agent
for Coventry South East, paid tribute
to the workers who had sacrificed
their time and money to campaign for
Dave Nellist.

Tony Cross told the meeting that
the Labour Party had filmed Nick
Raynsford’s campaign in Fulham, to
show Party members how a campaign
should be conducted. Unfortunately
the fact that Raynsford lost meant
that the nationwide release of this film
was now unlikely.

Summing up, Peter Taaffe empha-
sised that while the election result was
a setback for working people. within a
short space of time the situation
would change. Labour councils.
tenants’ associations and trade unions
would need to organise a fight to
defend the rights and gains of genera-
tions which the Tories would try to
take away.

By a Militant reporter

Come to the Socialist Summer Camp

Ian Saville, the Marxist
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SATURDAY 8 August sees
the beginning of the first
week—long Workers’ Edu-
cation Group  Socialist
Summer Camp.

During the general elec-
tion, issues affecting the la-
bour movement were dis-
cussed on the doorsteps.
Now, at the Summer Camp,
there is the chance to debate
more fully perspectives for
socialism in Britain, the
lessons of past trade union
struggles and the interna-

tional revolutions of today
and 70 years ago in
Russia.

Two debates have been
confirmed — with the Black
Sections on **Black libera-
tion and the struggle for
socialism’ and with the La-
bour Friends of Israel on
““The Middle East — social-
ism or capitalist turmoil?”’
More debates on South
Africa, Ireland and the na-
tional question are
planned.

Socialist

summer
camp

8—15 August

Magician, has agreed to
perform at a club night.
All that is needed now are
the campers. Activists in
Bermondsey are taking ad-
vantage of the camp-—a
mini-bus has been orga-
nised for new Labour party
supporters contacted dur-
ing the general election.
~Some women’s sections
have sponsored members to
come to the camp, using
money received from re-

Book now
Speakers From Britain, USA, Africa.

turned delegation fees and
pooled fares from the can-
celled Labour Women’'s
Conference.

Please write to the WEG
when a ceach or mini—bus
has been organised from
your area, or if your La-
bour Party or trade union
branch has  sponsored
someone fo come to the

camp.

By Dave Kapian,
Workers’ Education
Group.

f Professional Créche, Entertainment, Films, Sport.

Forest of Dean Rl

Gloucestershire

Only £40 (£10 for children 5—-12) or £75 for a family

Cheques to Workers Education Group, PO box 332, London E15 3BY
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Labour councils face bankruptcy

Tories to crush
local democracy ©

AFTER EIGHT years of,
destroying industry and
stealing money from La-
bour local authorities,
Thatcher has decided to ‘do
something’ about the inner
cities.

By Roger Shrives

Her solution is to let market
forces impose a low-pay, high-
profit substitute for lost industrial
jobs. Housing and other facilities
are to depend on the thickness of
your wallet.

The Tories blame Labour
councils for inner-city dereliction.
Environment Minister Nicholas
Ridley berates councils for only
building ‘rows and rows of council
houses’. American executives
don’t want to live in places like
that! He criticised the North East
for not having enough golf
courses for Japanese busines-
smen.

To make sure the inner cities
get their priorities right, housing
action trusts will take over public
sector housing in big tracts of
land. New urban development
corporations, unelected big busi-
ness dominated quangos., will
take over all planning duties,

housing, education and rates
from elected local authorities in
these areas.

They will base themselves on
the London Docklands Develop-
ment Corporation, which has
created a playground for the rich
and a treasure trove for top estate
agents in the East End of Lon-
don.

The idea mimics the free trade
zones of countries like Sri Lanka,
the Philippines and South
Korea.

The theory is that jet-set aff-
fluence will drip down like coffee
through a filter to the rest of us in
jobs in shops and services. But
these are poverty wage jobs; in
the last 25 years, 600,000 full-time
shop jobs have been replaced by
part-time, ‘flexible  contract’
employment. Docklands locals
have been offered mainly part-
time cleaning jobs.

Garden festival

Liverpool has seen private en-
terprise’s solutions. A govern-
ment task force brought forth a
Garden Festival which came and
went. The Merseyside Develop-
ment Corporation spent millions
of taxpayers’ money on incentives
for big business. to no avail.

Liverpool’s disqualified Labour
councillors did infinitely more
than any Tory gimmick to rege-
nerate the city, through new
homes and new jobs. Former
finance chairman Tony Byrne
told Militant: *1 would warn all
people living in the inner cities
and all local authority workers
that this Tory scheme threatens
housing services. and mainte-
nance and direct labour jobs. It is
ditching public accountability in
favour of a quango.”

The government plans to be-
head local authorities. The Tyne
and Wear Development Corpora-
tion will get £160 million to deve-
lop private housing and hotels
etc., while Newcastle and Gate-
shead councils will receive £17.2
million for inner-city develop-
ment next year.

Many local authorities face a
financial crisis, following their fai-
lure to fight alongside Liverpool
city council for more government
resources. The District Auditor
has resurrected the threat of
surcharge for councils which
delayed setting a rate in 1985.

Eight London Labour
boroughs together face a £500
million gap in their budgets which
they had tried to put off through
‘creative  accounting’.  They

started deals where assets like
library books and bathroom fitt-
ings were sold to investment com-
panies and then rented back.
‘The money was to be used to
bridge the budget gap. but gov-
crnment pressure has made the
investment firms withdraw.
Local councils face being

Liverpool City Council

QUEEN'S SPEECH
BY M TrdTe HER.

)
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upsurped by quangos and being
bled to death by government cut-
backs. If Labour local authorities
do not want to preside over mass-
ive job losses and cuts in services,
they will have to mobilise for the
biggest fight back in their history.

Manchester

No retreat on programme

THE BATTLE-LINES
for Liverpool City Coun-
cil were drawn the day
after the general elec-
tion. Lord Young’s
speech about money ‘wa-
sted” on Liverpool made
it clear there would be no
concessions from the
Tories.

Next year’s budget will
have a gap of something
like £56 million. which
would mean a 30 per cent
rates rise and £2 minimum
rent rise to fill it.

The Labour Group must
combat any attempt by of-
ficers to undermine the Ur-
ban Regeneration Strategy.
through which the house-
building programme was
co-ordinated. They must
defend the two units which
pushed the strategy
through, the Central Stra-
tegy Unit co-ordinating
the decpartments ‘and the
Support Unit as a political .
campaign body.

Moving into new home built by

iverpoo

ouncil—building must continue.

Thousands of Council
workers face sack

Under the administration
of the disqualified 47 coun-
cillors, Liverpool had the
greatest political control of
any authority. They were
determined to carry out the
programme and not be
bogged down by bureau-
cracy. But at a seminar for
new councillors, Chief Of-
ficers warned the council-
lors that their first duty was
to uphold the law, not carry
out election manifestos.

Campaign

Some of the ‘lefts” are
now falling for this line.
Even some of the right
wing of the 47 are beginn-
ing to believe the myth that
they did not really know
what they were doing. Yet
the present Labour Group

were  clected  precisely
because of the road the 47
took. The movement will
not allow people who are in
positions. some of them im-
posed councillors, to forget
the programme of the Dis-
trict Labour Party (DLP)
on which they have been
elected. And neither will
they let them forget the
massive rates rises and cuts
carried by the Liberals and
Tories before 1983.

The priority for the La-
bour Group must now be to
rebuild the campaign with
local authority trade unions
and Labour Parties, around
the DLP. While the DLP is
likely to be reformed by
September, it must be fully
reinstated, not in a
trimmed-down version
with less rank-and-file par-

ticipation.

Unfortunately at the last
meeting of the Labour
group, on which the right
wing now hold all the posi-
tions, a resolution calling
for its immediate reinstate-
ment was not allowed to be
discussed.

Surcharged

Now the election is over,
new cfforts must be con-
centrated on the plight of
the surcharged 47 council-
lors. A video film is being
made to highlight the hi-
story of their struggle
against Thatcher, which
will be available for show-
ing around the move-
ment.

The NUM President, Ar-
thur Scargill, has promised

to circulate the appeal to
every NUM branch. NUM
members must follow this
up by committing their
branches to donate regu-
larly.

The TGWU conference
will be discussing a resolu-
tion to support the conti-
nuation of their great
assistance.

Facilities at the council
buildings should be avail-
able next week to assist the
47. For speakers, appeal
forms, etc. please contact
the Liverpool 47 Defence
Fund, c/o Merseyside Tra-
des Council, Unemployed
Resource Centre, Hard-
man Street, Liverpool LI
9AX

By a Militant reporter

JUST ONE week after the
general election, the Labour
leaders of Manchester City
Council dropped a bomb-
shell on the city. According
to their report, between
8,000 and 16,000 jobs will
have to go frem the local
authority workforce, and
rents will have to be mass-
ively increased, if the coun-
cil is to balance its books
this year.

The effects of Tory cuts
have left the city with an
£80-£100 million gap in its
finances, even after the
mortgaging of £200 million
of council property.

The crisis implied by the
Tory cuts was staved off in
the last two years by eating
up all the council’s assets
built up in the post-wa
period. )

Now there is no ‘collate-
ral’ left to entice the
bankers into further loans
to keep the city afloat. The
‘left’ leaders of Manchester
council, who have at-
tempted to dodge and weave
the Tories, rather than con-
front them, have now turn-
ed to propose vicious at-
tacks on jobs and services.
Already they have jacked
up rates by 20 per cent and
carried out £6 million of
cuts in this year’s
budget.

The immediate result was
a loss, in the local elections,
of nine seats which Labour
had won in 1986.

The tragedy is that had
council leader Graham Str-
inger announced the conse-
quences of these Tory cuts
before the general election,
rather than banking on a
Labour victory, these facts
could have swung the whole
of Greater Manchester to

Labour.

Instead, he has descended
to the current debacle whe-
re the manual unions have
been invited for discussion
and promised that the main
burden of the job losses will
be in administration. ie. will
face NALGO, NUT, NATF-
HE, and some NUPE
members.

Disaster

The proposed strategy
will prove a disaster for
workers and for Labour.
Immediate meetings of the
party and the local author-
ity unions must be convened
to refuse to accept one lost
job or drop in services and
any further increase in rates
and rents.

The Tories have no man-
date in Manchester; they
have just lost their last MP
in the city and have a mini-
scule representation in the
council.

The Labour group should
convene a conference of the
whole of the Manchester
Labour and trade union
movement to prepare res-
istance to the cuts. As a first
step the local authority
unions must show their
determination with a one-
day strike and mass protest
leading to a city-wide 24
hour general strike, to draw
in all layers of the city.

The government has
taken £250 million from the
city coffers to pay for tax
reductions for the rich. The
bill to balance the books
must be put at the govern-
ment’s doorstep.

By John Byrne, Man-
chester City Councillor
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Fight for

party

democracy

WITHIN DAYS of the election, the press was
reporting that Neil Kinnock is determined to try
to push through ‘one member, one vote’ for the
selection of Labour Party candidates.

A Consultation Paper,
with eleven different op-
tions, has been sent to Par-
ty branches and affiliated
bodies. Responses have to
be submitted by 31 July. It
will then go to Party confe-
rence in October.

Some Labour right-wing
MPs hope that ‘one
member, one vote’ would
swing the balance of the
Party back te the right, by
loosening their accountabil-
ity to what they dismiss as
‘unrepresentative hard-left
cliques’ in control of the
general management com-
mittees (GMCs) which se-
lect candidates at present.

Most of these MPs ori-
ginally opposed the auto-
matic reselection of MPs.
Their talk of ‘extending
democracy’ is a smokes-
creen to hide their wish for
just the reverse, to be less
subject to democratic scru-
tiny.

At present ward
branches and affiliated
union branches submit

nominations and send de-
legates to the GMC, which
first draws up a shortlist,
which must include a sitting
MP, and then holds a selec-
tion conference. Every
member does have a vote in
the nomination of can-
didates and the election of
delegates to the GMC.

Advantages

This system has two ad-
vantages. Firstly it involves
the trade unions directly, in
a way which many of the
proposed options (1— 4)
for ‘one member, one vote’
do not. Other options (5—
6), for an electoral college,
would preserve the role of
the affiliated unions and
give  every individual
member a vote. This ap-
pears to be the policy
adopted, on the Chair-
man’s casting vote, by the
executive of the Transport
and  General Workers’
Union.

The second advantage is
that it gives the power to
select to a GMC which
meets regularly so that it
can receive reports from
the MP, question him or
her and check that he or
she is carrying out the
pledges on which he or she
was selected.

None of the new pro-
posals would preserve this
continuing accountability.
An MP could argue that
since he or she was not
selected by the GMC he or
she was only answerable to
‘the  membership’, who
would only come together

By Pat Craven

to call their MP to account
once every five years.
The right hope that ‘one
member, one vote’ would
lead to the selection of
‘more  moderate’  can-
didates. They will be ex-
pecting and would un-
doubtedly receive, endor-
sements in the Tory press
from rabid columnists like
Woodrow Wyatt and Frank
Chapple, who already in-

tervene to back right—
wingers in union elec-
tions.

They would try to play
off the less active layers of
the membership against
those who do most of the
work in the Party.

This danger would be
still greater if the option of
postal  balloting  were
adopted, which would deny
members the chance to
hear the candidates views
and ask questions. But
since the Paper says that
“whichever procedure is
adopted, a form of exhaust-
ive ballot should be used”,
it is hard to conceive how it
could be done by post,
since this can involve as
many as six separate bal-
lots. The time and the cost
would be enormous. It is
essential that any form of
selection involves a meet-
ing for the candidates to
speak and be questioned.

One highly dangerous
proposal which is smuggled
into the Paper suggests that
“the NEC shall be respon-
sible, after each election,
for determining the ti-
mescale when selections
and reselections shall take
place, rather than the pres-
ent 18-month rule™. This
would remove the auroma-
tic right to reselect and give
the NEC power to post-
pone selections for political
reasons.

Although the present
system (option 10) needs
improving. especially by
more  involvement  of
workers in the union
branches and the
workplaces, it is better than
the proposed alternatives
and should be backed.

But whatever procedure
is adopted, the Party rank
and file will fight resolutely
to defend the principle that
MPs who are elected to
represent workers must al-
ways be answerable to
those who put them there
and liable to deselection if
they fail to carry out the
policies on which they
stood.

grips South Korea

TWO WEEKS of daily pitched battles between thousands of

fearless students and

youth and the riot police; 65,000

students demonstrating in 45 universities on just one day;
10,000 office workers and middle class marching to support
a student occupation of a cathedral in the capital Seoul; 30
riot police captured and disarmed by the students—these are
the undeniable signals of a revolutionary crisis that is

gripping South Korea.

Like the other ‘miracle’
economies of South East
Asia (a region much ad-
mired by Thatcher when
she visited it), capitalism
has found no place for
democratic rights. A virtual
military  dictatorship is
presided over by President
Chun, who himself came to
power by means of a coup.
Yet he was Reagan’s first
foreign guest when he en-
tered the White House
seven years ago.

For the ‘miracle’ South
Korean economy was pro-
pelled forward by American
investment and foreign aid,
to construct a counter-
weight to the Stalinist re-
gime in North Korea.
40,000 American troops are
still stationed in this strate-
gically important country.

Industry

South Korea is no back-
ward third world country.
Thirty years of heavy
foreign investment and
rapid growth have  trans-
formed it. Two thirds of the
population live in the towns,
including Seoul, the world’s

eighth city. There is a mo- .

dern industrial base, giving

South Korea a GNP per"

head greater than Portu-
gal’s.

By Jeremy Birch

With the continuing revo-
lution in the Philippines un-
doubtedly encouraging the
South Korean youth, Amer-
ican imperialism is now
frightened that another of
its proteges faces over-
throw, and US investment
and interests put under
threat.

The US has desperately
been pushing the South Ko-
rean dictatorship to concede
discussions with the opposi-
tion parties, about a con-
trolled move towards some
more democracy. The stu-
dent revolt was sparked off
by Chun’s abandonment of
constitutional talks, and the
declaration that another
former military leader—
Roh Tae Woo—would be his
successor as presidential
candidate in December.
With the rigged electoral
college that decides the
presidency, this guarantees
him victory. The opposition
will boycott the presidential
vote, demanding direct elec-
tions.

Under American pressu-
re, talks are now to resume
with some opposition fi-
gures and there may be an
amnesty for those arrested

during the recent
upheavals. But there is no
commitment on the crucial
question of the method of
election for the presidency.
With a genuine democratic
vote, Roh would now be
defeated.

The strategy seems to be
to wean away the more mo-
derate opposition leader,
Kim Young Sam, who is
himself clearly worried by
the sweep of the movement.
He has warned that conces-
sions must be made:
“*Otherwise I do not see
how we can prevent the
people from coming out on
the streets and voicing their
demands.”’

Self-confidence

That is the dilemma for
the South Korean ruling
class and their American
backers—how to make
democratic concessions to
defuse the crisis without
enormously increasing the
self—confidence of  the
masses, who will then push
ahead with more far reach-
ing demands, to avenge a
generation of repression.

Meanwhile the other pro-
minent opposition figure,
Kim Dae Jung, who sup-
ports trade union rights and
has voiced opposition to the
big monopolies and to the
presence of US troops, re-
mains under house ar-
rest.

Up to now the industrial
working class has had only
a limited involvement in the

President Chan.

struggle. Unions and strikes
are banned in South Korea,
and there is no party of
labour. The economic suc-
cess has been built on the
sweated labour of a heavily
oppressed workforce. The
students have fought on a
number of occasions against
repression, particularly in
1960 and 1980, suffering
defeat at heavy cost. Econo-
mic progress has at least
opened education opportu-
nities. In a country where
two thirds are under 30,
there is a higher proportion
in higher education than in
Britain, and growing gra-
duate unemployment.

But the student move-
ment on its own could ex-
haust itself, while the gov-
ernment makes modest con-
cessions. They must turn to
the workers, even helping to
organise them into action.
The workers in shipbuild-
ing, the car industry and
textiles have the real social

weight in South Korean
society.
Only a revolutionary

struggle of the workers and
youth, to remove the dicta-
torship and capitalism,
could guarantee basic rights
to vote, to free assembly
and to strike, within a
socialist democracy.

Asian workers reject defectors

DURING THE election, the national and local press
carried stories about the problems of Roy Hattersley in
his Birmingham Sparkbrook Labour Party.

In this inner-city area, with 40 per cent unemployment,

Abdul Rashid, who owns two supermarkets, is a thwarted
MP. In a completely unprincipled manner, he first opposed
black sections, then when he realised that Hattersley also
opposed them, he switched to supporting them to try to get

the right wing in the Labour Party have traditionally done
deals with the so-called ‘community leaders’ of the Asian
population to get the ‘Asian vote’ out for Labour.

Many of these ‘leaders’ are either small businessmen—
supermarket or clothing factory owners—or religious
leaders like the Muslim Imams.

When the Tories in Sparkbrook opportunistically put up
an Asian candidate, Nazir Khan, four or five Imams from
the Muslim Centre called on their followers to ‘“vote
Muslim™, ie vote Tory. This was followed by some Asian
Labour Party members also publicly switching over.

One of these was Abdul Rashid, Chairman of the
Sparkhill Branch, who took with him 30 or 40 other
members. (Though this should be seen in the context of a
Party that has 40/50 applicants each month, most of whom
do not keep up their dues, so that the party is broke).

support to replace Hattersley.

Yet he gave his reason for voting Tory the fact that
Sparkbrook Labour Party had allowed back into member-
ship three black section supporters who had previously been
expelled!

Hattersley and his right-wing have for years patronisingly
relied on Asian workers to vote Labour, without campaign-
ing among them with the ideas of socialism. Instead he has
relied on these middle-class Asians to mobilise the vote for
them.

They still voted overwhelmingly for Labpour, but these
events are a clear warning for the future.

Militant International Review

New issue out soon. Articles
on World Economy, United Sta-
tes, South African elections.

Order now price 90p plus 20p p&p

from World Socialist Books, 3/13
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB.

By Bill Mullins




Labour right fail
election test

In past elections capitalist commentators,and
with them the right wing of the Labour Party,
have searched desperately for evidence to under-
line the ‘“demise of the left“. But in all the
painstaking examination of the electoral entrails
little or no mention is made of the outstanding

results for the left.

Little wonder! Set them
down alongside the dismal
results for the right wing
and the facts leap out to
show that the left did im-
measurably better.

The election was a labo-
ratory test between the left,
particularly the Marxists,
and the right. Last week we
commented in detail about
the figures for Broadgreen
and Liverpool. The stand
of the City council had a
spin off effect throughout
the whole of the Mersey-
side area. A colossal swing
of 10 per cent was recorded
in Merseyside. This was the
highest swing to Labour of
any city in Britain!

In North Yorkshire the
Bradford scats had the hi-
ghest swings to Labour. Pat
Wall recorded a 9.9 per
cent swing from the SDP to
Labour. This was not only a
magnificent result but was
against the background of a
six year campaign of per-
sonal vilification.

Leaders of the labour
movement leapt to the
defence of Dennis Healey
when he was attacked by
the Sun. But where were
thcy when Pat Wall not
once but dozens of times
was abusced by the same
capitalist ~ commentators.
On the day of the clection
the Sun carricd a photo-
graph demanding that Pat
Wall be defeated.

Yorkshire

Not only Pat Wall but
also Max Madden recorded
a 13.94 per cent swing from
the SDP to Labour and in
Bradford South there was a
3.35 per cent swing from
the SDP to Labour.

Votes for Labour in-
creased with the gencral
class polarisation which was
cvident throughout York-
shire. But they were not on
the scale of the swings in
Bradford.

Dennis Healey in Leeds
East recorded a 3.86 per
cent swing from the Tories
to Labour. Merlyn Rees in
Leeds South and Morley
recorded a 4.79 per cent
swing from the SDP to La-
bour.

But the greatest contrast
was undoubtedly between
right and left in the West
Midlands. It was here that
the Labour leaders had
explained before the clec-
tion that the contest would
be either won or lost. And
it was here that their cam-
paign proved to be the most
disastrous.

Not afterwards but in
many articles before and
during the election Militant
warned about the calami-
tous conscquences of Hat-
tersley’'s and  Kinnock’s
stand on the tax issue.

The Labour leadership
invoked opinion polls to
show that their proposal to
take back Lawson’s 2p cut
in tax in the March budget
was supported by a major-
ity.

But as Ivor Crewe has
pointed out in the Guar-
dian on June 16th: “When
answering a survey on im-
portant issues respondents

By Peter Taaffe and
Kevin Parslow

think of public problems.
When entering the polling
booth they think of family
fortunes.”

He goes on **Prosperity is
not an issue or a problem
but a blessing, and by a
decisive majority the public
regarded the Conservatives
as more likely to bestow it.
Here quite simply lies the
key to Conservative vic-
tory.”

In other words while
publicly supporting the idea
of tax increases in order to
help the unemployed pri-
vately because of the stand
of the Labour leadership
the majority thought that
they and their families
would be better off under
the Tories.

There is of course an
objective reason for this.
The pre—clection credit
boom and the rise in living
standards for those who
have a job played an impor-
tant part.

But this feeling of ““eco-
nomic optimism™ could
have been shattered if La-
bour had really cxplained
the cconomic catastrophe
which faces most families in
Britain on the basis of a
continuation of capital-
ism.

“Economic prosperity”
and the famous “‘property
owning democracy” were
the pillars upon which the
Tory campaign rested. In
Coventry South East they
proved to be chickens legs.
Here the battle was taken
to the Tories on the door
step with marvellous results
for Labour.

Thus 66 per cent of those
living in Coventry South
East own their own houses.
As we pointed out last
week almost 72 per cent of
those living in Broadgreen
are home—owners.

In Coventry South East a
special leaflet went to every
house owner which
amongst  other  things
showed that workers who
arc  made unemployed
would not receive payment
of interest on their mortg-
age for the first six months
they are out of work.

Linked to the idea of
nationalising the banks and
insurance companies and
cutting mortgage repay-
ments this undoubtedly had
a big effect on this section

»
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of the working class.

At the same time a de-
tailed explanation of the
tax bonanza reaped from
the working class by the
Tory government since
1979 and the new taxes
which will follow after the

election were rammed
home.
This resulted in enor-

mous dividends for Labour
in Coventry. Dave Nellist

recorded the biggest swing’

in the West Midlands, of
5.2 per cent from the Tories
to Labour.

Again this had a spin off
effect in all the Coventry
seats, which also recorded
the biggest swings from the
Tories to Labour. Tony
Benn and Dave Nellist ad-
dressed a rally of 750 which
attracted workers from the
whole of Coventry.

Contrast this with the
dismal performance with
the right wing in the Bir-
mingham area.

In the 12 Birmingham
constituencies there was a
1.1% per cent swing to La-
bour. In Northficeld, a key
marginal seat, where the
candidate was the right
wing EETPU guru John
Spellar, there was an actual
swing of 0.34 per cent from
Labour to the Tories.

Birmingham

In Hattersley’s consti-
tuency there was a 1.59 per
cent swing from the Tories
to the SDP! In Smallheath,
a scat also held by a right
winger, Dennis  Howell,
there was a swing of 0.81
per cent swing from the
Tories to Labour.

In Perry Barr, where Jeff
Rooker is the MP and a
bitter critic of Militant, the-
re was a swing from Labour
to the Liberals of 2.79 per
cent! In Hodgehill there
was a swing of 1.57 per cent
from the Liberals to the
Tories.

These defeats cannot be

ascribed to the “home—
owning”™ and  “skilled
worker™ factors. These

were just as much in evi-
dence in Coventry South
East as in Birmingham.
And yet the swing in
Coventry was more than
three times that of Birmin-
gham.

In searching for excuses
the right wing have en-
meshed themselves in a
whole series of contradic-
tions. For four years they
have attempted to convince
the Labour Party that it is
necessary to move to the
right, to the so—called
middle ground, in order to
win the middle class.

Yet the “yuppie factor™,
this very same middle class

who were supposed to have
been won to Labour by
“moderates”™ like  Nick
Raynsford in Fulham, are
now invoked as the reasons
for his defeat. No doubt we
will hear similar tales from
the right seeking to explain
their dismal performance in
Birmingham and the rest of
thc West Midlands.

As significant is the turn
out in the Birmingham
area. In Hattersley's seat it
was 63.5 per cent! In
Howell's seat of Smallheath
it was 60.58 per cent! Con-
trast this with the almost 73
per cent turn out in Coven-
trv South East and the 75
per cent turn out in Broad-
green.

In Bermondsey it is true
that the turn out was only
65 per cent. But this seat
was not held by a sitting
Labour MP. John Bryan
fought heroically and with
SOme success in increasing
the turn out by 3 per cent.
He convinced workers that
it was necessary to turn out
and vote Labour.

If the policies of the right
wing were so attractive to
working people why didn’t
the working class flood out
to vote in Sparkbrook,
Smallheath and other ba-
stions of the right in the
West Midlands. Roy Hat-
tersley ecarned the undying
hostility  of  Liverpool
workers for his disgraceful
comments about “literal
corruption” in criticising
the City council in the past.

But what a contrast it is
between the performance
of the Liverpool labour
movement and the right
wing dominated Birmin-
gham Labour Party. In the
12 constituencies which
make up the Birmingham
area there was 14,425 extra
votes, an average of 1,202
per constituency. In the six
Liverpool  constituencies
there was 26,615 extra
votes, a 4,436 increase in
votes per constituency.

This is almost four times
the increase in the Labour
vote compared to Birmin-
gham and if Liverpool had
12 constituencies there
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would have been 53,232 ex-
tra votes compared to
14,425 in Birmingham.
Could there be a greater
contrast between the
successful methods of the

left, particularly of the
Marxists, and the right

wing leaders of the Labour
Party? We eagerly await
the comments of Roy Hat-
tersley and his right wing
agent Peter Kilfoyle about
the Merseyside results.

Lessons

There is not a crumb of
comfort to be found in the
general election results for
the right wing. They rein-
force in a quite crushing
and massive fashion that
only if the labour move-
ment adopts a clear social-
ist programme will it mo-
bilise working people and
draw behind it the middle
sections of society.

The evidence of the
polls. so often the only cri-
terion of the right wing,
must be used in the debate
opening up in the Labour

at Wall’s fighting campaign mobilised youth

Party to defeat the right
wing’s attempt to shift the
Party towards the right.

They will be used to ar-
gue that Labour has “no
alternative” but to seek an
alliance with the Liberals.
The results in London will
be used to support their
case that Labour will never
again win in London. But
the facts speak against
them.

Even here there was a
sharp class polarisation. It
is true that the Tories in-
creased their share of the
vote from 43.88 per cent in
1983 to 46.41 per cent. But
so did Labour, from 29.03
per cent to 31.41 per cent.

The Tories” total vote in-
creased by 163,035 while
Labour’s went up by
105,353. The Alliance was
crushed between the
millstones of Labour and
the Tories, dropping 81,887
votes in the capital.

The election results must
be used to hammer home
the need for a clear socialist
and Marxist programme.
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ALTHOUGH THE elec-
tion is over it is vital
that all Militant sup-
porters ensure the
thousands of peopie
who bought our paper
during the election are
turned into regular
readers.

Don‘t forget that
Thatcher won the elec-
tion in 1983 only to be
confronted nine
months later by the
beginnings of the
miners’ strike which
convulsed British
society. Building the
sales and regular
readers of Militant is
the only way Marxists
will be in a position to
intervene and decis-
ively influence coming
events in the labour
and trade union move-
ment.

The brilliant sales
during the general
election prove that the
estate and street sales
are extremely product-
ive. Use the summer
months to get the
paper known on the
streets in your area.
Better still why not
write a feature on local
working class life to
boost your sales.
Don’t hesitate to
phone us for advice on
how to organise such
a feature.

6 MILITANT 26 June 1987

Tory smear campaign

SMEARS AGAINST
the left have once
again been an essential
ingredient of the
Tories’ campaign tac-
tics.

By Lynn Waish

Most visible were the
massive adverts, placed in
national papers by Saatchi
and Saatchi, which at-
tempted to pillory a
number of left—or alle-
gedly left—Labour can-
didates as dangerous ‘sub-
versives’. Aimed particu-
larly at marginal consti-
tuencies, this was a crude
effort to scare wavering
middle-class voters and
prevent potential defectors
from voting Labour.

Supplying the Saatchis
with quotes—most of them
misquoted or distorted, all
of them wrenched out of
context—was one Peter
Shipley. A ‘researcher’ at
various times for both Tory
Central Office and That-
cher’s Policy Unit, Shipley
was responsible during this
campaign for running Teb-
bit's purpose-built smear-
dispensing machine.

Before taking up his full-
time Tory post in 1977,
Shipley was associated with
an ‘Anti—Subversion Con-
ference’ organised in 1970
by Geoffrey Stewart-Smith
(who ran the right-wing
Foreign Affairs Research
Institute, ‘British Chapter
of the World Anti
Communist League’) and
Ian Grieg of the Monday
Club, the right-wing Tory
grouping which promotes
racist policies.

The precursor of this
year’s Tory campaign gui-
de. More Than Militant,
was Shipley’s 180—page
diatribe against Militant,
distributed by Tory Central
Office during the 1983 cam-
paign but printed under the
name of Foreign Affairs
Publishing. Shipley denied
that it was ammunition for
a ‘Red Scare’ campaign
against Labour.

But Stewart-Smith ad-
mitted that ‘it had been
rushed out for the cam-
paign.’

While at Central Office,
Shipley also wrote an at-
tack on the fascist National
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Front,published by the
right-wing Institute For the
Study of Conflict, a private
think-tank which is closely
associated with military in-
telligence and the secret
security services.

Despite Shipley’s criti-
cisms of the NF, however,
it was claimed by the anti-
fascist magazine Searchlight
that Shipley had a past con-
nection with the NF. “In
the late 1960s, while a stu-
dent at York University, he
was listed as an NF
member, and given the
membership number 8699.
The NF registered his
membership  from  his
parents’  Leicester  ad-
dress.” Shipley. however,
denied the allegation, and
told Searchlight that he had
“no knowledge of how he
came to be listed as a
member.”

This  month, Shipley
again told the Guardian (6
June) that the entry on the
NF membership list ““must
have been a mistake.” He
said he had “"no sympathies
in that direction at all.”

However. the Guardian
also reported that ““for a

Tory ‘Christianity’
AT A public meeting in Tuebrook
ward, attended by 120 people, Ter-
ry Fields mocked the Tories’
hypocritical embrace of ‘Christian’
ideals:

“You should see the ceremony of
the state opening of Parliament’ he
explained, “because at the back of
the procession there comes the
House chaplain, with his little
three-cornered hat... He comes in
and blesses the house and says a
few prayers... But they only give
him five minutes before they throw
him out and then they close down
schools, close down hospitals,
close factories, throw thousands
on the dole, throw millions into
poverty, break up families....

House of Commons

The new intake of MPs after the
election will need to find themselv-
es accommodation. Of course, the
Tory side have well-lined pockets

so their houses won’t be at all
common.

They could follow the example of
Michael Heseltine whose family
home, Thenford House in Oxford-
shire is described as a Palladian
mansion set in 400 acres and is
valued at around £2 million. He has
a four storey Georgian house in
Belgravia worth around £800,000.
His third home on Exmoor is
described as a cottage but even
that has a valuation of £250,000.

Former MP Nicholas Fairburn has
a home to retire to. 13th century
Fordel Castle is valued at £250,000.
A bit cheap for a castle but there
are a lot of redundant Tory MPs up
there so the market price has gone
down.

David Owen bought his Lime-
house property for £3000 twenty
years ago. It is now worth
£750,000. He also bought an ex
vicarage in Wiltshire for £7000 and
the good Lord has rewarded him
pushing the property’s price up to
£300,000.

brief time after university
he worked at Rank Xerox.
It is known that the wife of
the then director of person-
nel was a serving officer
with the security service.
MI5.”

This is not the only con-
nection with MIS. During
the 1983 general election
campaign, Shipley played a
key role in the Tory cam-
paign to smear CND
leaders as ‘“‘communists”
and “‘subversives”, part of
their effort to discredit
Labour’s defence policy.

Political
interests

One of the MI5 agents
employed in the anti—CND
operation, Cathy Massiter,
resigned in protest at the
methods being used and
ludicrously  justified on
grounds of “‘national secur-
ity.”

“National interest”’
really means ‘“‘the political
interests of the Tory Par-
ty.” Even a former Tory
party official. Mr Piers
Woolley, says that the
Tories” 1983 propaganda

drive was based on “‘attack-
ing people rather than dis-
cussing issues...The nature
of the campaign was infor-
mation, disinformation,
and on many occasions,
character assassination.”

Supervised ultimately by
Thatcher herself, the pro-
paganda machine operated
through a network of com-
mittees involving Tory min-
isters, Tory MPs, and civil
servants.

Material from MIS was
fed, through DS19 (a spec-
ial unit in the Defence
Ministry set up by Tory
ministers), to the Tory par-
ty dirty tricks machine. But
Central Office also relied
on a number of other out-
side bodies.

One was the British At-
lantic Committee. Suppo-
sedly a non-political, pro-
NATO charity, its right-
wing line made it virtually a
Tory-party front organisa-
tion. In the period before
the election, the Commit-
tee’s grant from the
Foreign Office was boosted
from £17.000 to £47.000.

Another body. far more
sinister, was the ludicrously

named Coalition For Peace
Through Security, financed
by the US Heritage Foun-
dation, an ultra-right-wing
body which put at least
$60,000 into the Coali-
tion.

The Coalition churned
out political ‘dirt’ against
CND and Labour activists,
disrupted CND activities,
and produced ‘black propa-
ganda’ (distorted material
masquerading . as genuinc
CND statements).

During this year’s cam-
paign, however, it has been
involved in a new exercise.
Under the auspices of ‘Po-
licy Research Associates’,
financed from undisclosed
sources, they are running a
media monitoring unit to
police the TV screens for
‘media bias’.

Slavish media

The full story of this ac-
tivity is yet to emerge. But
clearly Thatcher and her
cohorts have set out to ob-
tain the same slavish, sha-
melessly biased and menda-
cious coverage from BBC
TV and ITV as they have
long been used to from the
millionaires’ press.

One measure of the ef-
fectiveness of Tory pressu-
re was the BBC’s decision
to postpone yet another
programme in the serics
‘Secret  Society’. It was
Duncan Campbell’'s expo-
sure of the secret expendi-
ture on the ‘Zircon’ milit-
ary spy satellite which led
to the Special Branch raid—
the orders of Tory
ministers—on the BBC.

The programme banned
just before the election was
the episode which exposed
all the details of the Tories’
dirty propaganda offensive
described here!

Labour must expose the
ruthless work for the Tories
carried out by intelligence
services and their mercena-
ries. Above all, Labour
must highlight the class in-
terests which the Tory pro-
paganda machine is used to
defend. The only cffective
way of answering Tory lies
is to carry the truth to
millions of workers through
the mass campaigning ac-
tivity of the labour move-
ment.

in 1985.

per cent since 1979.

arms every year.

10.43 million people living on or
below supplementary benefit levels.

1387 pensioners died of
hypothermia or cold-related illnesses

Prescription charges have risen 1000

The Tories spend £18,000 million on

TORY ALMS
POLICY




Class |
politics

TORY VICTORY in the election pro-
mises a lot for the wealthiest section
of society. Their children’s schools
are promised the right to opt out of
the state system, (if they are in it}
and become selective and even free
fee paying establishments.

The rest of the population will be
left to fight over ever smaller res-
ources where the government will ai-
locate money according to how many
parents ‘choose’ to send their chil-

dren to a school.

Eight years of Tory cuts already
make it hard to keep up basic
standards. The lessons of the
implementation of GCSE show the
problems of underfunding.

Certified unfit...

IT IS NOW examination
time for many thousands of
school students. Exams are
cven more important when
mass uncmployment threa-
tens to herd a large propor-
tion of school leavers into
cheap labour schemes like
the YTS.

Last year, Liverpool had
the fourth highest *O’ level
results in the country.
Young people see educa-
tion as a possible escape
route from the dole
queues.

But at the same time,
most working class youth
leave school without any
formal qualifications. ‘O’
levels cater for the top 15
per cent of school leavers;
the average achievement is
CSE Grade 4 in an exami-
nation graded from 1-5.

Resources

Improved results need
improvements in resources.
Liverpool’s sacked Labour
councillors spent £30 mil-
lion more than the Tories
said they should on educa-
tion. That is one of the
reasons the Tory courts
threw them out.

This will be the last year
of the ‘O’ level and the
CSE. Next year, the new
General  Certificate  of
Secondary Education
(GCSE) will replace them.
The GCSE was announced

in 1984 and bulldozed
through in two and a half
years when such arrange-
ments usually take twice as
long.

The new syllabuses have
more central government
control than the old exams.
so they will be even more
geared to the wishes of big
business than to a decent
education for working class
people.

On the surface, GCSE
appears to be replacing the
old two tier exam system
(where GCEs were ‘supe-
rior’ to CSEs) with a com-
mon system. Not so; there
will be two types of paper,
one ‘hard’ and one ‘easy’.
Selection for these comes
early, at the start of the
fourth year at secondary
school. There will be vir-
tually no chance of taking
both papers as could be
done with ‘O’ levels and
CSEs in the past.

Coursework research by
the student outside school
hours, accounts for 20 per
cent of the total marks in
examinations in all sub-
jects. It will severely handi-
cap night school students,
overwhelmingly  working
class people who work dur-
ing the day, and others with
families who cannot study
during the day.

There is an opportunity
to pass a GCSE without
coursework to help such
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Education

In Thatcher's third term

London school studets
redeployment of teachers.

students but this is rec-
orded on the student’s cer-
tificate, making it in effect,
a second class GCSE.

Many parents and
workers would take the one
year GCSE where two
years’ work is crammed
into one. With the em-
phasis on coursework, they
would have to take fewer
subjects.

Twelve hours

But the most sinister ef-
fect of the new GCSE will
be on students who study
under the twelve hour rule.
If you are unemployed you
can claim benefit as long as
you are not studying for
more than 12 hours a week.
The DHSS may well cons-
true a GCSE course as be-
ing more than 12 hours
study. Thousands of stu-
dents risk either losing
benefit or stopping their
education.

protesting . at

compulsory

This new exam, which
gears education even more
to the wishes of big busi-
ness, has gone through with

very muted opposition
from unions in teaching and
local government and from
the NUS.

The Further Education
Labour Students, the na-
tional School Students’
Union and rank and file
union activists must build a
mass movement to take
education out of the hands
of big business. They only
want a formal education
grading system to justify
their throwing workers on
to the scrapheap. We need
a system geared to the
needs and aspirations of
working class people and
the real needs of society.

Education Secretary, Kenneth Baker, arguing with teachers

By Emy Onuora
(Liverpool NALGO Educa-
tion department, personal

capacity)

i

in Bradford during the election.

...and underfunded

THE NATIONAL Association of Schoolmasters and
Women Teachers have concluded from a survey that
most schools are inadequately equipped and prepared
to meet the initial demands of GCSE courses.

They point to lack of funds, understaffing, insufficient
training and preparation, as well as shortages of equipment,
textbooks etc.

In theory, the examination and the new courses should
encourage all teachers to have greater involvement with, and
control over a student’s work.

In theory, it should encourage the tackling of practical
tasks and the understanding of real problems rather than
abstract knowledge. But gross underfunding makes a
mockery of such aims.

The new exam would need more resources to cope with
assessment, preparation and practical and oral work. But
one in five of the local education authorities they looked at
admitted they had taken money from other areas of their
budget such as library funds, playing fields or had made
unspecified cuts.

The courses’ demands for more practical work are likely
to be dished in many areas. A Sheffield science teacher said
they could do no more practical work than for ‘O’ level
because the one overworked lab steward would not be able to
cope.

Only six per cent of authorities who answered the union’s
survey had employed more teachers in time for the GCSE’s
first year. In fact, falling school rolls and local government
cutbacks led to reductions in many areas.

There were grave shortages of the proper textbooks due to
financial problems. Almost one in three English teachers
mentioned a lack of basic stationery. .

A third term of Thatcher means more underfunded terms
for teachers and the 14— 15 year olds who are the guinea pigs
of this rushed and underfinanced experiment.

The unions must fight for restoration of all cuts, for a
programme of teacher training to bring class sizes down to
20 and a massive programme of school building and
refurbishment. Then we could see real improvements in
education.

By a Militant reporter

\ Area Received target achieved Target]
1/Scotland East 864 HEEEE 2800
2|Scotland West | | 1047 f [ 11 3500
3|London | 2754 1] [ 9400
4 |Northern 1347 T 11 11 4600
5|East Midlands 872 [T 1] | 3250
6 |Wales | 1236 il | 4850
7 |West Midlands | | 1206 4850
8 | Yorkshire 1934 L 8450
9 | Eastern 612 | 3050
10 | Merseyside 1375 | 7500
11 |Southern 1 519 3100
12 |South West | 237 1900
13 | Manchester 431 4050
14 [South East 21 2250
15 | National 11331 | 6950|
[Total | 25975’ EENNNENN | | | | [ [ [ [ T[T [70000]

Preparing for new battles

DURING THE election
campaign Militant sellers in
Bradford were surprised to
see Tory candidate for Brad-
ford North, Geoff Lawler,
outside their regular sale at
Whiteheads.

Lawler was trying to con
workers with a leaflet
which said one thing in
English and totally the op-
posite in Urdu.

But as the shift changed,
no one stopped to talk to
Lawler who had to watch
workers queue up for cop-
ies of Militant and drop at
least £5 in the collecting
tins. A shortly to be redun-
dant Tory MP left with the
sound of cash for socialism
ringing in his cars.

Such support could be

seen in every part of the
country. £65 was collected
in small donations in Ers-
kine in West Scotland. In
Bristol almost £20 came in
from collecting tins on the
streets. £41 was raised in
Fife in the last week.
Turn the anger at a third
sentence of Thatcherism
into support for Marxist
ideas. We only have six
weeks left this quarter to
reach the full fighting fund
target. This would be a
great victory for workers
who anticipate many _batt-
les against the Tories.
Make this possible by
rushing in your donations
and by organising a sale of
Militant and a collection at
your workplace and

amongst your friends. Why
don’t you draw up a ‘hit list’
of everybody who has read
Militant or supported La-
bour in the election and ask
them for a donation. And
make sure you ask for the
solidarity price of £1.

Thanks to Martin Quinn
a SOGAT member from-
Nottingham who donated
£60. David Watts from Hull
sent in £19.80 and Tracey
and Mark Cowley from
Liverpool gave £5. Thanks
also to Mark Gallant, who
paid off his £50 IOU from
LPYS conference and Julie
Donovan who paid another
£100 of the £400 she
pledged.




8 MILITANT 26 June 1987

e socialis

MARXIST CANDIDATES
did not get the praise
from the media that
Labour’s national cam-
paign received after the
voting was over. Never-
theless, they achieved
spectacular results, in the
face of dirty opposition
campaigns and national
press attacks.

The labour movement’s
traditional methods of
campaigning on the streets
and at the workplaces
were combined with gen-
uinely useful innovations.
Thousands of workers
were won over to voting
Labour and many got act-
ive in the movement.
Here, participants give
accounts of three such
campaigns.

5.2 per cent swing |

““ASK  YOURSELF, does
Dave Nellist represent you and
your family’s interests?’’ said
an election campaign leaflet
put out by Alan Grant, the
Tory candidate in Coventry
South East.

By Tony Cross

On polling day. 17.969 voters
answered Grant’s question in the
affirmative and voted Labour.
The red scare campaigns run by
both the Tories and the Alliance
rebounded on them. Both parties’
votes dropped over 1200 while
Dave Nellist’s majority almost
trebled.

Winning the Midlands was cru-
cial to Labour in this election.
With Coventry South East’s 5.2
per cent swing, the Birmingham
Tory marginals of Yardley.
Northfield and Selly Oak would

have been won. In Northfield,
where Labour’s candidate was
right-wing  witch-hunter. John
Spellar. there was actually a small
swing to the Tories!

The constantly repeated argu-
ment that being on the left loses
votes was conclusively disproved
by the Coventry result. Dave
Nellist’s opponents continually
associated him with Milirant.

The Tory raved about Militant
wanting to overthrow capitalism
and abolish the Monarchy and the
House of Lords and accéused
Dave Nellist of such heinous cri-
mes as calling shareholders ‘para-
sites’ and opposing expulsions
from the Labour Party. Judging
by the votes, this villainy has not
offended Coventry workers as
much as it does the delicate Mr
Grant!

As for the SDP candidate,
Frank Devine, the local paper
described him as “‘a single issue

politician if ever there was one.”
And what was the single issue?
“Militant, Militant and more Mili-
tant are the issues he is hamm-
ering home on the doorstep.”
Driven to desperate measures.
the SDP rang the local paper and
claimed that companies were not
investing in the city because of
Dave Nellist. Not unreasonably,
the journalist asked which ones.
“Er...we'll get back to you on
that” came the reply. Even
though they questioned a number
of Tory captains of industry. jour-
nalists could find no evidence at
all for Devine's allegations!
The gutter press also weighed
in against Dave. distorting his
views on defence beyond recogni-
tion. A laughable article in the
Daily Star appealed to Coventry
readers’ memories of the blitz to
get them to vote against Dave and
solemnly told them that he was
once arrested for obstruction and
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Bradford North

Campaigning at

the factory gate

THE CAMPAIGN to get Pat Wall
elected in Bradford North used
every possible method to get
socialist ideas to workers.

Over 70 local people heard Pat
speak at a street meeting on the
Ravenscliffe estate, despite pour-
ing rain. As knocking up for the
meeting took place over 100
posters were snapped up, with
every other house in one part of
the estate showing a vote Wall.
‘The  socialist republic  of
Ravenscliffe’, was how one com-
rade described the atmosphere.

Pat spoke at 17 workplace meet-

ings. In the pouring rain, he spoke
outside a bakery where 20 came
out and many more leant from the
windows. With Pat was Terry
O’Neill, President of the Bakers’
Union who said: ‘‘After 30 years
in the trade union I'd stake my
reputation on Pat.””

In one of several health service
meetings, Pat attacked one of the
Tories’ most disgusting acts, forc-
ing low paid cleaners to bargain
down their wages as part of priva-
tisation.

At Renold, which used to
employ 3000 only 200 work now.

As soon as we
hit the streets
the children
would start yel-
ling “Maggie,
Maggie, Maggie,
Out! Out! Out!”

But they backed Pat Wall and
donated their loudhailer. One
worker after hearing Pat went
home and convinced the rest of his
family from voting Tory.

At the textile firm Whitehead,
100 of the 500 mainly Asian
women turned up to hear Pat
speak. At the end even the person-
nel manager bought a copy of the
Working Women's Charter.

Workers in struggle backed Pat
as well. He spoke at a CPSA strike
rally and at a teachers’ meeting
which invited all three candidates.
But the Tory did not turn up as he
felt it would be a hostile audience.
The Alliance speaker got a very
cold response.

Twenty thousand leaflets were
printed exposing the real Victo-
rian conditions and even worse
plans of the Tories for working
class women.

One meeting at the Swayne
House estate heard Razina
Boston, Joan Maynard and Pat
Wall. Pat told the meeting of a
woman who worked 30 years in
the office of a large firm. She
looked after her ill mother, and
work was her main social life.

After all the loyal years she was
made redundant. The personnel
manager asked why she was cry-
ing when she was given her cards.
She explained that she would now
lose all her friends. He only
replied: ‘“Well we’ve paid your
wages haven’t we? What more do
you want?’’ So much for caring
Tory Britain.

Not only did the meeting exp-
lain the importance of socialism
for working class women, it prac-
tised it. A creche was organised
for this and for every other activ-
ity of the campaign.

Asian workers rally to |

THE ASIAN community in Bradford is per-
haps the most close-knit and traditionalist in
the country. But, despite linguistic and cul-
tural differences. Asian workers joined Pat
Wall's election campaign whole-heartedly,
showing how these barriers can be weakened
and united action achieved through struggle.

By Nina Rahel.

The beginning of the campaign coincided
with Ramadan. a month of fasting from
sun-up to sun-down for Muslims. Neverthe-
less. Asian workers were out on the streets
convincing others both to vote Labour and to
join the fight for a Labour victory.

Nine street meetings took place in the
predominantly Asian areas, gaining such an
echo that even those that took place in the
rain were successful. The Observer was forced
to admit the success of Pat’s campaign
amongst Asian workers: “The Labour man
was greeted enthusiastically with chants in
Urdu.”

A public meeting aimed at Asian women
was an historic step forward. In the build-up
to it, we spent an afternoon with two local
women, Mrs Bashir and Parveen. who took us
from home to home speaking to women they
know. Despite the pressure on their time of
looking after home and family, they still
stopped to give support to Pat Wall.

Mrs Bashir and Parveen are prime
examples of the militancy of the most op-
pressed, displaying dynamism and determina-
tion. But they were also affected by the
traditions and sub-culture of the Indian sub—
continent, which at times keep women in a
state of feudal subservience. At one point.
they scuttled into an alley and hid their faces
because two local male elders were walking
towards us. The Bradford campaign cut
through some of these shackles of the
past.

On the Young Socialists” demonstration. a
contingent of Pakistani workers led chanting
and dancing. The Punjabi pangara dance on
the streets added to the almost festive mood
of the march. The next day a public meeting
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Asian bus worker kept interrupt-
ing the speakers to assure them
that “there is no problem for Mr
Dave Nellist around here.”

In the better-off Cheylesmore
area, teenagers and women
workers vented their anger over
YTS. =T thought it would be
boring, but it was brilliant!”’ one
vouth told friends who were scoff-
ing at him for attending the meet-
ing.

All the estate and workplace
meetings were bigger than in
1983. an indication that he has
won workers' loyalty because of
his record as MP. Everybody
knows that he kept his promise to
live on a worker’s wage and that
this proves that here is an MP
who is not "in it for himself’.

Unable to denigrate Dave Nel-
list’s record. a few right-wingers
have taken to saying “If only he
hadn’t got involved with Marx-
ism. he'd have been a first class

MP.” Dave's answer is that he
would never have become active
in the Party but for the energy
and enthusiasm generated by
Marxists.

The Coventry South East La-
bour Party ran the sort of vigo-
rous socialist campaign at grass—
roots level which could have won
the election nationally.

Home-owners

The right-wing’'s excuses for
losing the election could easily
apply to the constituency. About
two thirds of householders own
their own homes and many are
skilled workers, a group among
which Labour lost support na-
tionally. They were won over by
the local Party’s warnings of what
a Tory future has in store for
them.

A leaflet aimed at home-
owners pointed out the Tories’

plans to cut mortgage interest
benefit to the unemployed and
asked: “Who today can say they
are safe from the threat of redun-
dancy? If the Tories are re-
elected, losing your job is likely to
mean losing your home.”

A dozen other leaflets were
produced. including one in three
Asian languages. Another feature
of the campaign was the enthu-
siastic work of the Young Social-
ists who recruited many young
class-fighters to their ranks.

The few crumbs some Coventry
workers may have got from That-
cher’s ‘boom” will vanish within
months. Jaguar, flaunted by the
Tories as an example of recovery,
will be crushed by its rivals in the
event of a downturn in the US
economy. Coventry workers need
committed socialist representat-
ives for the battles that lie ahead.
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Bermondsey

THE CAMPAIGN waged by
Southwark-Bermondsey Labour
Party was magnificent. For three
and half weeks, every home was
bombarded with leaflets and
broadsheets which hammered
home two points.

By A Militant reporter

First, that the Alliance was a
second rate Tory Party, and that a
vote for the Liberals was a vote for
Thatcher.

Secondly. that Labour locally
stood for socialist change. As can-
didate, John Bryan, wrote in the
final leaflet distributed on the
morning of the election: **My fight
is for decent homes, jobs and the
health service. More than that I
will fight for a socialist future. It is
a future worth fighting for. It is
within our grasp.™

Canvassing was organised every
day and evening. All the informa-
tion was then logged on com-
puters, and used to target doubt-
ful voters with special mailshots
and individual discussions.

The numbers involved in can-
vassing steadily increased as the
campaign gathered momentum.
On the final weekend over 700
took part. This marvellous turn-
out was repeated on polling
day.

Successful public meetings gen-
erated local support, and pro-
vided a steady stream of new
canvassers. During the campaign
over 200 signed up to join the
Party.

Labour posters and banners
went up on every estate. Every
day more appeared. Labour sup-
porters recognising each other by
their stickers, nodded and winked
as they passed in the streets.

One of the outstanding

successes was the street meetings.
Dozens of them were held throu-
ghout the constituency. Estates
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John Bryan posters were everywhere in Berm

were leafleted beforehand, then at
the appointed time, the Young
Socialists® ‘battlebus’ would pull
up into the middle of an estate
blasting out Labour’s theme
music. (Rocky IV, not
Brahms).

Crowds would gather in the
forecourt or on their balconies,
many displaying posters or home
made banners. Many had lived
there all their lives, but they had
never seen anything like this be-
fore.

The doors at the back of the bus
would burst open and Young
Socialists would take their posi-
tions, one or two on each balcony.
The Young Socialist choir would
warm up the proceedings, then
the climax as local workers
listened enthusiastically to
Labour’s candidate explaining the
ideas of real socialism.

A special cheer would go up
when a Liberal poster came down
in a window, and a Labour poster
replaced it. Time and again this
happened as workers rediscovered
the Labour Party was their party.
It was the old methods of the
Labour pioneers, of the soapbox,
which won support amongst the
most downtrodden sections.

ondsey.

The 64.9 per cent turnout was a
testimony to Labour’s campaign.
It was three per cent up on 1983.
These were all new Labour voters
enthused by what they saw and
heard from the Party’s campaign
locally. Labour’s vote increased
by 23 per cent.

As for the Tory campaign, their
lowest share of the vote in London
was in Bermondsey, just 12.6 per
cent, even lower than 1983. Un-
doubtedly the Liberals gained
from a layer of Tory supporters,
who voted Liberal to prevent La-
bour from winning.

‘London effect’

The Liberals, unable to answer
Labour’s arguments, fought a
campaign based on smears. At the
beginning of the campaign, they
boasted they, would increase their
majority. In the end they scraped
home with their majority slashed
from 5,164 to 2,779.

Labour achieved a 3.6 per cent
swing from Liberal to Labour in
Bermondsey, while across London
there was a 0.5 per cent swing
from Labour to Tory. Labour
seats like Fulham (held up as a
model of how to win elections),

—/

Workers rediscover Labour

Battersea and Walthamstow were
lost to the Tories.

These defeats are being blamed
on the *London effect’. But what
is that? Over the last three years,
Labour controlled councils in the
capital, including ILEA, have
capitulated to Tory attacks on
local government. In the last year
this has led to severe cuts, rent
rises and where councils have not
been ratecapped, massive rate
increases— 60 per cent in Waltham
Forest. A policy which had the full
backing of the Labour leadership
nationally.

Compare the experience of a
worker living under the Labour
council in Southwark, with that of
a Liverpool worker. Over four
vears Liverpool Council built
5,000 new houses, froze rents and
expanded services. Southwark has
not built a new home for four
years, although 21,000 are on the
waiting or transfer lists. Last
month rents were increased by
£1.09. Thousands of essential re-
pairs have not been started.

Despite vigorously arguing that
the Tory Government was respon-
sible for the housing crisis, La-
bour canvassers could not over-
come the deep disillusion and of-
ten outright hostility to the La-
bour controlled council. There has
been a Labour council here for 60
years, and many voters were justi-
fiably asking: What has Labour
done for us?’ The old right wing
local Labour Party, when Meilish
who has now defected to the Lon-
don Docklands Devlopment Cor-
poration was MP, was guilty of
criminal neglect.

If Labour councils across Lon-
don had followed the Liverpool
example, Labour could have
gained dozens of seats from the
Tories in the capital, instead of
losing three.

Bermondsey has shown that the
working class of London will res-
pond to a traditional fighting
socialist programme, that is
related to the everyday concerns
of all.
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- Japan: the end of an era

THROUGHOUT THE
1960s and early 1970s,
Japanese capitalism ex-
panded its share of inter-
national markets, and
established itself as the
second-largest economic
power in the world.

By our correspondent in
Japan.

Today the Japanese capitalist
class is faced with trade wars in
retaliation for the huge trade
surplus they have built up over
their rivals. The US and Euro-
pean capitalists are demanding
that Japan buy more of their
goods, and export less.

Now the Japanese capitalists,
trying to ride out the crisis, are
attempting to burden the working
class with the consequences:
‘rationalisation’. privatisation,
and large-scale redundancies.

In 23 shipbuilding companies.
management is reducing the
workforce from 70,000 to 20,000.
At Hitachi Zosen, one of the
biggest. management has made
an agreement with the company
union to dismiss 8.000 out of
15,000 workers.

In the steel industry, leading
companies are carrying out large-
scale dismissals.

The automobile and electronics
industries, reducing their produc-
tion for export, are cutting the
number of temporary workers.

On Japan National Railway,
management followed privatisa-
tion with the dismissal of 93,000
workers in April. (sce Militant
835, 844) Telecommunications
have also been privatised.

The ruling class is even
demanding the ‘rationalisation” of
municipal ~ workers.

Onslaught

It is against this background
that Japanese workers are facing

Members of the National Railworkers’ Union (Kokuro) in the struggle against privatisation of JNR. “‘Resistance and
unity”’ proclaim the slogans of the workers in front, who were on hunger strike. The banner behind is from the
Tokyo Youth Branch of Kokuro. But this courageous campaign was betrayed by right-wing Kokuro leaders who
split the union, by opposition from the JSP leadership and by lack of support from the JCP..

ve, should always serve the whole
public!

In spite of the weakness of its
present political leadership, the
working class of Japan has great
opportunities before it.

The Liberal Democrats have
shifted to the right under the
leadership of Prime Minister Na-
kasone. He has tried to increase
military spending. which has al-
ways been less than 1 per cent of
Gross National Product, and
wanted to introduce VAT on
almost all houschold goods.

At the same time, he intends to
continue with cuts in services and
social security.

There has been massive opposi-
tion to the VAT proposal. Trade
unions. and even the medium and

small shopkeepers—who have
been among the LDP’s most
stable supporters—have orga-

nised protest demonstrations and
meetings. The LDP itself was
divided on the issue.

In a by-election in a Liberal
stronghold on 8 March, the LDP
lost to the JSP. Following this,
both the JSP and JCP gained
seats in the local elections on 12
April.

Swing to JSP

On 15 April the LDP resorted
to physical force to pass the VAT
bill in parliament. But a week
later Nakasone had to withdraw
the bill for fear of losing his
position in the LDP. It is now said
that his resignation is inevitable in
the near futurc.

The swing to the JSP and the
JCP shows that the majority of
the working class still see those
parties as their anchors. On the
other hand, 40 per cent of voters
are doubtful and never vote,
though they don’t agree with the
LDP. This includes especially
younger people between 20 and
30 years old.

But the youth sections of the
JSP and JCP, like the parties
themselves, have suffered a long
decline as a result of right-wing
leadership. No important public

the monopolies’ onslaught against
jobs and wages. Organisation and
unity is vital in the struggle
against  “‘rationalisation” and
“‘re-organisation”.

But the Socialist Party, the
traditional mass organisation of
the working class, has failed to
take any initiative.

In last year’s general election,
the capitalists’ Liberal Democra-
tic Party was allowed to gain 304
out of 500 seats in parliament,
while the JSP went down from
100 to 80 seats.

The recent history of the JSP
has been failure after failure. In
the main private industry unions
the leadership has been taken
over by the right wing. The big-

gest support of the JSP now lies in
the General Council of Trade
Unions of Japan (Sohyo), mainly
consisting of public-sector
unions.

In spite of that. the JSP failed
to prevent privatisation of Japan
National Railway, and allowed
the break-up of the National Rail-
workers” Union (Kokuro), which
had been one of the most radical
unions in Sohyo. supplying many
ardent political activists.

The JSP leadership, especially
over the last ten years, has made
desperate efforts to reconstruct
the party on the basis of rightwing
ideas. Supported by the ‘liberal’
capitalist media, they excluded
members of the left-wing Socialist

Association, which has gathered
the union activists and youths
under the name of Marxism, from
the Central Committee.

But the ideas and methods of
the right wing only worsened the
decline. Last September, follow-
ing the election disaster, the par-
ty’s president was forced to resign
and for the first time in Japan’s
political history a woman presi-
dent,  Takako Doi, was
clected.

Far removed from socialist
ideas. she and the right-wing have
been very busy emphasising the
party’s ‘soft and mild” image. But
once again they proved unable to
stop the government’s massive
cuts in health care and social

security, and they supported the
privatisation of JNR, against the
workers’ will.

Under this leadership the JSP
cannot hope to win back the
workers’ confidence.

In terms of membership, the
Japanese Communist Party is
bigger than the JSP. But it is
unable to mobilise the mass of the
working class against the attacks
of capitalism. Its leadership has
zig-zagged throughout the post-
war period, and given up the
ideas of class struggle and social-
ist revolution.

The JCP opposed the privatisa-
tion of JNR, but did not agree
with strike action by the workers.
Public sector workers. they belie-

activities are organised, except
picnics!

Youth who want radical
change, but can see no reason for
supporting any of the political
parties, could be drawn behind a
clear socialist programme reflect-
ing their demands and ideas.

On the basis of Marxist ideas
the traditional mass party, the
JSP, could be built into a fighting
organisation uniting workers and
youth.

Not only in the fight against
VAT, but against the ruling class
attacks, the JSP should reawaken
the workers’ fighting spirit, and
show the- way to working-class
unity on a Marxist programme.

DURING JAPAN’'S economic boom
period, the ruling class and the
right-wing trade union leadership
collaborated in establishing com-
pany unicns.

They introduced a repressive
system of control under the name
“independent management activi-
ties” to mobilise workers to work
hard without questioning. Under
the initiative of pro—management
union leaders, the workers were
divided into small groups to imple-
ment so-—called “quality controi”
activities.

in the quality control groups,
workers must make proposais to
improve productivity in competi-
tion with each other. The result of
‘winning’ is wage increases or pro-
motion.

Every worker is forced to attend
the group meetings after work,

Union/management collaboration

without overtime pay. There is no
room for choice under the pro-
management union leadership.

“Consultation” between mana-
gement and unions is another im-
portant method to control the
workers. The aim is ‘better un-
derstanding” between. manage-
ment and unicns, on the basis of
the profitability of the en-
terprise.

Collective bargaining has been
replaced by ‘‘consultation”. The
right-wing union leaders are happy
to agree to “no disputes”.

Workers in company unions have
to obey the union ieadership. To
rebel against the union means iso-
lation in the workplace, or even
losing your job, usually with the
accusation of being a “communist’’
and the threat of physical violence.

Low-paid labour

ABROAD, “jobs for life’”” has been seen
as a feature of working in Japan. In fact,
less than 20 per cent of workers are
assured of work until the age of 55 or
60.

Japan’s backbone industries of steel,
shipbuilding, cars and electronics have
a high proportion of temporary and
part -time workers. The capitalists turn
workers into part-time workers in order
to create cheap labour.

The basis was laid after the Second
World War when the Liberal Democratic
government and the capitalists des-
troyed the agricultural sector with their
strategy of importing almost all wheat,
cotton and beans from the USA and
Australia.

Peasants were forced to look for
temporary work during the slack season
in order to stay alive.

In Europe, many workers from the
ex-colonial countries have been used as
cheap labour. In Japan, temporary

workers from the rural areas have been
used as ’‘guest workers’.

Basic wage rates are low in Japan,
forcing many workers to rely on over-
time. Many housewives also do part-
time work on assembly lines and in the
food industries in order to boost their
family income.

In addition, every big industry has its
own network of sub-contractors.

Workers in sub-contracting compa-
nies have worse conditions than “‘pa-
rent company” workers. They are al-
ways threatened by the parent compa-
nies’ demands to reduce costs or shor-
ten the delivery period, with no guaran-
tee of future employment.

These rightless workers can be used
by management to break strikes by
permanent workers who are pushed
into struggle. Non-unionised workers
continue to work because nearly all
company unions exclude temporary
workers from membership!
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South Africa’s NUM at a crossroads

SOUTH AFRICA’S
National Union of
Mineworkers is fac-
ing the most impor-
tant challenge in its
five-year history.
The battle opening
up with the
Chamber of Mines
over the 1987 wage
claim will have enor-
mous  implications
not only for the lives
of mineworkers but
for the whole work-
ing class movement.

By Philip Masters

The NUM has taken
major strides forward in the
last five years, both in
membership and organisa-
tion. With 300,000
members, it is the strongest
affiliate of the Congress of
South African  Trade
Unions (COSATU).

The Chamber of Mines is
the most powerful
employer in the country,
with its own private “‘secur-
ity forces” and the full
backing of the apartheid
regime. As in previous
years, it is making a split
offer—18 per cent maxi-
mum on the gold mines and
12.5 per cent on the coal
mines—to divide the
workers.

But neither the bosses
nor the workers doubt that
the NUM has the strength
to inflict a defeat on the
mineowners if it is able to
mobilise all its forces, and
rally the support of other
organised workers and
youth. Significantly, the de-
mand passed by NUM con-
ference for a united 55 per
cent increase across the
board got the biggest
applause at the rally after
the conference.

Victories

Despite the blows suf-
fered by the working class
under the State of Emer-
gency, and despite the
stepped-up repression
against COSATU, big vic-
torics have been notched
up by workers. The victory
of the OK Bazaars strike
earlier this year, and the
latest victory by the railway
workers against the state-
owned SA Transport Ser-
vices, are examples which
other workers arc ready to
follow.

At the same time as the
mineworkers cnter battle.
the newly-amalgamated
National Union of Metal
Workers (COSATU’s
second-biggest affiliate
with 130,060 members) is
fighting for a wage of R4.50
(£1.35) per hour. Linking
these two struggles to-
gether  would  greatly
strengthen both.

Above all, the struggles
of the mine and metal
workers provide the best
opportunity of translating
into effective action the Na-
tional Minimum Living
Wage Campaign launched
by COSATU carlier this
year.

The revolutionary upsur-
ge of 1984—86 has receded.
Botha’s regime has been
unable to inflict a funda-
mental defeat on the work-
ing class, while the
working-class ~ movement
has not yet built the forces
to carry through its revolu-
tionary challenge against
the regime.

The NUM conference earlier this year. “The workers of this country”, the mineworkers resolved, ““are not only striving for better conditions but for a democratic
socialist society controlled by the working class.”

Unable to crush the
unions, the bosses and the
regime would like to reduce
them to mere ‘collective
bargaining’ instruments,
each concerned merely
with ‘economic’ issues in its
own industry.

The best response by
COSATU’s leadership
would be to mount a united
struggle on the wage ques-
tion. A national campaign
on the wages question—
linking all scctors of orga-
nised workers together.
drawing in the unorga-
nised. and calling on the
huge cnergies of the
vouth—would at the same
time mobilisc the move-
ment for political struggle
against the regime.

But it is essential to name
a specific demand. a target
to enthuse the widest
numbers of workers. This,
unfortunately. COSATU's
leadership has refused to
do, and this is a major
rcason why the campaign
has not vet got off the
ground.

Now there is the oppor-
tunity of taking the cam-
paign  forward.  spear-
headed by the power of the
black mineworkers and
metal workers. Fighting for
their own demands, they
could at the samc time raise
the demand for a specific
national minimum wage.
inspiring weaker sections of
the working class, and galv-
anising the fighting
youth.

This would provide the
basis for self-defence of the
movement against
UWUSA killers and other
vigilantes, for fighting the
state’s attacks on CO-
SATU, and for building
COSATU to two million
members.

Unfortunately. the NUM
leaders up to now have
tended to approach the
wage struggle purely on the
basis of negotiating tac-
tics.

To force major conces-
sions from the employers

would require a clear
demonstration  of  the
workers’  strength  and
determination, with mass-
ive mobilisation even be-
fore negotiations begin.
There is no sign that the
NUM leaders have done
this.

Yet the ranks of the
NUM are showing the grea-
test preparedness to
struggle. and a clear appre-
ciation of the socialist tasks
of the movement.

This year’'s NUM confe-
rence adopted the ANC'’s
Freedom Charter. which
calls for the nationalisation
of the mines, banks and
monopolies. as its basic
political programme. In the
words of the resolution,
“apartheid and capitalism
are inseparable evils”.

Socialism

“The workers of this
country”’, it goes on, ‘‘are
not only striving for better
conditions  but for a
democratic socialist society
controlled by the working
class.™

“Socialism mcans Free-
dom’ read the huge banner
which dominated the NUM
conference.

In adopting.the Freedom
Charter, the NUM has
taken the same position as
other COSATU unions.
This programme, based on
the same socialist  un-
derstanding, should now be
taken to COSATU's se-
cond congress next
month.

Unfortunately there are
signs that the NUM leader-
ship are backing away from
this position. In a recent
interview NUM General
Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa
said:

“Our resolution focuses
on the national oppression
that we are fighting
against... Ultimately there
has to be a socialist
system—but then you have
to canvass mandates from
people. We believe that it

would be incorrect at this
stage to actually say we
want this kind of social-

Ramaphosa’s
will be the ability of the
NUM leadership to take up
and fight the struggles now

standpoint

overthrow apartheid and
capitalism, bringing into
existence a democratic
socialist South Africa.

ism.”
But if, as the mine-
workers understand,

“socialism means free-
dom™, how can the struggle
against national oppression
be separated from the
struggle  for  socialism?
How many more “manda-
tes” does Comrade Rama-
phosa want?

The real test of Comrade

on the agenda: for a living
wage, abolishing the hostel
system, smashing the vigi-
lantes, ending the persecu-
tion by the bosses and the
regime.

Decisive and  lasting
gains will only be possible if
mobilisation on these im-
mediate issues is linked to
building the fovces that can

Spelling out the content
of such a programme of
genuine national and social
liberation precisely “at this
stage”, the NUM leaders
can enthuse and unite the
vast mass of mineworkers
with the ranks of COSATU
and the youth in action on a
level even higher than that
of 1984—86.

Masses inflict defeat

on Pakistani regime

PAKISTAN’S RIGHT-WING government
has suffered a humiliating defeat by the
mass reaction against its budget proposals
put forward on 5 June.

New taxes were imposed, prices were
increased and subsidies on gas and electric-
ity removed. As a result, consumer prices
went mad.

Workers immediately showed their anger
as spontaneous demonstrations erupted
against this *‘worst-ever’® budget. There
was a massive boycott of goods which
showed big price increases—such as soft
drinks, up from 2.50 rupees to Rs.4.00
(Rs.30 = £1).

Vehicles carrying soft drinks to the shops
were set alight by the angry masses in
different towns. So the association of cold
drink factory owners were forced to go on
‘strike’ against the government!

The 10 per cent so-calied defence tax
proposal threatened all traders and shop-
keepers. So they also opposed the
budget.

None of the opposition parties took any
initiative to lead the masses. The Movement
for Restoration of Democracy (MRD), a
nine-party opposition alliance including the
mass-based Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
for the first time talked about a general
strike. But it was left to the workers
themselves to take action.

Railway workers in Lahore were the first
to demonstrate, followed by low—paid gov-
ernment clerks. On 11 June successful
general strikes broke out in four big cities in
Punjab: Lahore, Faisalabad, Multan and

Rawalpindi-Islamabad.

No shop was open in any of these cities.
Marches were held and there was a semi-
revolutionary mood in the streets.

Under this pressure Prime Minister Jo-
nejo withdrew all the proposals, saying he
did not foresee that the budget would have
such consequences.

The general strike in four cities had a
greater effect on the government than the
two-month-long campaign by PPP leader
Benazir Bhutto when she returned from
exile in April 1986.

Millions flocked to the PPP banner at
that time, but no lead was given to rise
against the regime. Miss Bhutto rejected
the demand for a general strike put forward
by supporters of the Marxist journal The
Struggle, claiming that it was too extreme
and the masses were not ready!

As a result of the absence of leadership,
that movement ended in disappointment.
But the events of June have generated new
momentum in the struggle, and showed that
the workers are far from defeated.

Many grievances remain. In particular
there is enormous anger at the shortage of
electricity and daily power cuts.

A determined initiative by the PPP lea-
dership to show a way forward would speli
the end of the hated Jonejo regime, and put
the overthrow of capitalism and landlord-
ism on the order of the day.

From a correspondent in Pakistan.
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Afterthe
election

Whatnow

forLabour

. Rd, 7.30pm.

Stafford 29 June,
The Riverside Cen-.
tre, 7.30pm

Leicester 29 June,
Secular Hall, Hum-
berston St, Leics,
7.30pm.

Tower Hamlets 29
June, Bromley
Public Hall, Bow

Chesterfield 1 July.

Potteries 2 July,’
Hanley Town Hall,
7pm. Speaker: Je-
remy Birch.

Telford 7 July.

Southall 14 July,
Old Town Hall,
7.30pm.

Good news for the rich

Dear Comrades,

On the day following the elections, the
news interviewed a number of young city
slickers who were celebrating the Tory win
with flaggons of champagne. These spivs
told us that it was ‘‘the best result possible™
“the party would

and that
years’.

The last five years have been a massive
binge for the ruling class. Even their

Letters

Send us your views, comments or criticism.

Dear Comrades,
It is well known that poli-

ticians cannot call each
other ‘liars’ even if they are
making up the biggest pork
pies imagineable. So when
Nigel Lawson called Roy
Hattersley a liar during the
election campaign, Hatters-
ley was struck dumb by
such affrontary.

So what words can be
found for Thatcher and
Fowler over their claims
that the NHS is in safe
hands with the Tories? The
Office of Health Econo-
mics (funded by the drug
industry. some of the Tory
Party’s biggest backers)
have just reported that
NHS hospitals have been
underfunded by £900 mil-
lion since 1980. Of course.
they sat on the report until
four days after the elec-
tion.

representatives in Parliament have had a

last for fun.”

ball, indulging themselves in prostitutes
mistresses and rentboys. As Norman Teb-
bit explained on the Wogan Show on June
15 when asked about his years in govern-
ment: “We’ve had an enormous amount of

Yours fraternally

Edinburgh

Norman Fowler.

Dear Comrades,

Kevin Williamson

Photo:Dave Sinclair.

A letter received by the wards at the Queens
Medical Centre states that due to the reduction in the
maintenance budget, work is unable to be carried out

to the wards.

| have since discovered that £36,000 has been spent
on the refurbishment of the main entrance to the
hospital, proving once and for all that a hospital’s
public image is more important than the care and
well being of the patients.

Yours fraternally
Fiona Connolly

Hucknall Labour Party Young Socialists

The report also reveals
that “‘health spending by
the private sector...grew at
an annual rate four times
greater than the NHS dur-
ing the past decade™.

I've looked in Roget's
Thesaurus  for  another
phrase for that politically

unmentionable word. So.
Thatcher and Fowler, 1
accuse you of ...terminolo-
gical inexactitude. (Surely a
phrase Neil Kinnock would
be proud of).

Yours fraternally

Steve Wood

Bradford

Classified

15p per word, minimum 10
words. Semi-Display £2 per

column centimetre. Three
weeks for the price of two.
Militant meeting ads free. All
advertisement copy should
reach this office by first post
on Friday, the week before
publication.

R S T A )

O TRAVEL X. We cater
for ALL types of holi-
day and flights at
competitive rates. Tel
01 942 1234 or 01 942
7156. 7a Coombe Rd,
New Malden, Surrey,
KT3 4PX. 24 hour
answer phone service
available.

_ House on the outskirts
of Paris available August.
Phone Liz: 01 471 2098

Workers Education
Group. Socialist Summer
Camp '87. Saturday 8 Au-
gust to Saturday 15 Au-
gust. Bracelands camp-
site, forest of Dean, Glou-
cestershire. Courses on
Marxist Eccnomics,
Women and the struggle
for socialism, the Russian
revolution, USA, the
third world. Plus rallies,
debates, discos, sports,
creche. Cost £40 (£75 for
family booking). Availa-
able now. Write to: WEG,
PO Box 332, London E15
3BY.

O Out now, no.15 of L'A-
vance Socialiste, French
Marxist paper. Articles on
May 1968, the Chirac gov-
ernment’'s arms program-
me, the French nuclear in-
dustry, need for Socialist—
Communist unity, Spain,
South Africa. Subscription
rates: £5 for 5 issues (inc.
postage), £10 for 12 issues.
Cheques to: L'Avance
Socialiste, BP no. 705,
75531 Paris, Cedex 11.

O Offensiv camp in Swe-
den. Monday 6—Saturday
11 July 1987. For informa-
tion write to Offensiv Bra-
hegatan 2, S415 01
Goteburg, Sweden. Tel
031 844 162.

O Cassette tapes with two
issues of Militant (one
each side.) Available fort-
nightly. Tapes £3.50 per
quarter, £13 per year. To
be returned or send blank
C-90 tapes. Contact Dave:
14 Harrowby Road, West
Park, Leeds 16. Tel: 0532
624917.

[0 Chorlton every Thurs-
day, The Southern Hotel,
Mauldeth Road  West,
Chorlton. 8.30pm.

0 Blackburn every Wed-
nesday. The Trades Club,
8.30pm.

[J Southampton marxist
discussion group. Wed-
nesdays 12.30pm. 7
Goodwin Close, Millbrook,
Southampton. Creche pro-
vided.

Got no sole

Dear Comrades,

An article tucked away in
a corner of the Dagenham
Post last week illustrates
just how flimsy the so—
called North/South divide
is.

An 18 year old was given
a conditional discharge
after admitting stealing a

pair of shoes from Marks

and Spencer. The pair he

had on were borrowed
from his brother. He simply
couldn’t afford to buy any.
After paying £20 to his
sister for rent, he had £4 a
week spending money.
And they call this the ‘Soft
South’. )

Yours fraternally

Maggie McGinley

Barking

When parliament
just doesn’t pay

Dear Comrades,

Out of work Ian Wrigglesworth, former SDP member of
Parliament for Stockton South aims to find a better paid
job now his 13 year Westminster career is over.

When asked his reaction to losing his seat he said ‘‘It’s
not the end of the world, there are lots of other things in life
than being an MP. I took a pay cut to become an MP and I
hope to earn a great deal more money out of the

House™.

Wrigglesworth’s comments give an insight into how
many MP’s view their jobs as a poorly paid sideline which
they can ditch to go back to earning ‘real’ money.

What a contrast to those MP’s just elected who pledge to
take only the average wage of a worker and never forget
what they are in parliament for, to fight on behalf of

working people.
Yours fraternally
Andy Walker

Redcar Labour Party Young Socialists

for union

Dear Comrades,

South Glamorgan Coun-
ty Council last week circu-
lated a letter attempting to
curtail  and undermine
NUPE activists, with, as
usual, very little protest
from either our branch
secretary or our full time
official.

The county are at pains
to explain that it is not an
attempt to restrict the time
allowed off, merely the
money. From now on shop
stewards will only be paid
one hour for a meeting, any
extra time needed to get
trade union work done will
mean loss of pay.

That threat to a shop
steward on a very low
wage, will mean a reluc-
tance to participate in
representing their case.
This is a subtle form of
what the Russians do to
trade unions. Our hypocri-
tical councillors support
Solidarity over there, but
deny it in Wales.

Yours fraternally

Ann Bennett

Cardiff

l Review

Portrait of a Radical

“E Sylvia Pankhurst-
Portrait of a Radical” by
Patricia W Romero. Yale
University Press.

By Jane Hartley

Sylvia  Pankhurst s
remembered first for being
a suffragette, all the more
because she organised in
the East End amongst
working class women and
inspired by the Russian rev-
olution. was involved in the
foundation of the early
Communist Party.

Unfortunately, this at-
tempt at a biography has
been made with no sympa-
thy for Sylvia, her life or
ideals, mixed with an igno-
rance of politics.

The highlights of the
book are of Sylvia’s work in
the East End. In memory
of her father and in close
association with Keir Har-
die. Sylvia remained in the
labour movement whilst
her mother and sister cut
themselves off. ran the Wo-
men’s Social and Political
Union as a dictatorship and
based themselves on the
middle and upper classes.
ending in acting as recruit-
ing sergeants for British
imperialism in the first
world war. Sylvia could not
separate votes for women
from all the other social
questions, of prison condi-
tions and life for working
class women.

She went to prison many
times, underwent hunger
strikes, forced feeding and
later repeated re-arrest
under the ‘cat and mouse
act’. Yet Romero begrudg-
ingly states she “exacted
from her followers no more
than she was willing to en-
dure herself. She lived on
little (bread and margarine
mostly)™.

The war found Sylvia a
pacifist and despite lack of
sympathy in the East End
initially for her ideas, she
remained to fight for sup-
port for women, for widows
and orphans, equal pay for
female munitions workers,

higher pay for women gen-
crally and fought attempts
to raisc prices and rates.

Sylvia had established a
paper Dreadnought. 1t was
the first to speak out sup-
porting the Russian revolu-
tion when many others
hesitated. In an editorial on
June 2 1917 she stated “that
Kerensky, too will go.
for...Kerensky has failed to
realise the greatness of the
movement that he would
lead.” The middle—class
donations began to dry up
as Sylvia took a firm revo-
lutionary position. In June
1919 the Women’s Suffra-
gette Foundation raised
£200 in the East End to
finance agitation amongst
the dockers to refuse to
load munitions for the whi-
tes in Russia.

Determined

In order to attend a
mecting in Germany with
Clara Zetkin and unable to
get a response. Sylvia tra-
velled via Italy, climbed
across the Alps at night into
Switzerland, all at the age
of 37. In order to attend the
sccond congress of the
Third International, she
stowed away on a Norwe-
gian freighter to Copenha-
gen, across Norway and
Sweden and made the final
leg in a small fishing boat.
Sylvia was a woman of ac-
tion and heroism, but not
tempered with a grounding

in Marxist theory.

In Britain many small
“=sroups wanted to affiliate
to the Third International
and many were opposed to
standing for parliament or

affiliation to the Labour
Party. Lenin took these
ideas up in “Left Wing
Communism—an Infantile
Disorder™ — particularly
aimed at Sylvia and Willie
Gallacher.

Despite all that workers’
control, the attitude to
women and all the revolu-
tion meant to her, Sylvia
was unable to buckle down
to the disciplined -work of
developing a Communist
Party. Not as the author
says because “Lenin was
contemptuous towards
women . Such a man
would not have sent Ale-
xandra Kollantai as the
main Bolshevik agitator to
work on the front at Kron-
stadt, a key position.

Sylvia remained a com-
munist, but without an or-
ganisation, concentrated on
her personal life and trying
to earn a living writing and
running a tea room. gra-
dually drifting away from
the workers” movement.

Whatever her failings.
what stands out even in a
book as confused as this, is
the heroism, devotion and
sacrifice of a real fighter
and even now an inspira-
tion to working class
women.
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Eye-witness report from the Philippines

A TRADE union activist
rom South Wales went to
the Philippines at the invita-
tion of the KMU, the major
radical trade union federa-
tion. He visited a
Manchester-based British
company in the capitalists’
showcase, Bataan Export
Processing Zone, where
multinationals are attracted
by concessions and cheap
female labour. This is his
report.

ON 5 MAY I set out from Manila
to the Bataan Export Processing
Zone.

Bataan Province is made up of
nine major towns. Sixteen thou-
sand mainly female workers are
employed there in low-cost
assembly work, producing micro-
chips, textiles, toys, etc. The area
is sealed off by armed Zone police,
military police and checkpoints.

At Marivela we were met by
Rina B., an activist with Amba-
Bala, the Bataan Alliance Labour
Association, a loose federation of
37 trade unions with 9,000
members, affiliated to the KMU.
More than 70 per cent of members
are young women.

There were 32 companies in
Marivela last year. Five have shut
down since, leaving 3,000 workers
redundant. No redundancy
payments have been made, no
severance pay, nothing.

Most companies simply closed
on a Friday without telling the
workers, who turn up on the Mon-
day to find the factory gates lock-
ed and guarded by heavily armed
Zone Police or security guards.

Unemployed workers get only
the very meagre social security
benefit of 20 pesos a day for three
months (33 pesos = £1).

A 16-hour day and a seven day
week is ‘normal’ in the EPZ. Many
companies provide amphetamines,
usually benzadrine or dexadrine, to
keep their employees going. The
workers are not told what these
drugs are.

One union organiser was sacked
by the British-owned Intercon-
tinental Garment Manufacturing
Company (IGMC) for trying to
get this practice stopped.

This company has a notorious
reputation. I talked to Wemlou P.,
a former employee, now a KMU
activist.

IGMC is based in Manchester,
owned by a certain William Bird.
It is producing 45,000 coats per
week, selling to Debenhams, Lit-
tlewoods, British Home Stores,
C&A, etc.

Wemlou started work for IGMC
in 1975, aged 17 years. Her pay was
then three pesos a day. She had to
pay 20 pesos per month for her bed
space, not including water and
electric.

She had to work a lot of over-
time, up to 16 hours a day, six or
seven days a week. Sometimes
management provided transport to
take women home to change their
underwear. No meals were and are
provided when these hours are
worked; sometimes the women are
given a bun each.

There were 1,200 women work-
ing under these conditions. Today
the pay is 60 pesos a day. Thirty per
cent of the women are breadwin-
ners of their families. Even single
women often have families in the

How
explo

Thousands of
organising and fighting back.

Many foreign companies operate in the
EPZ, using Filipino capital to get around legal
restrictions on multinational. If 60 per cent
local and 40 per cent foreign capital is used,
the muiltinationals can invest what and where

they like.

Most companies pay the minimum legal
wage of 53 pesos for an eight-hour day (33
pesos=£1). Overtime rates are just 25 per
cent above the standard rate.

Most workers live in dormitories and pay
125 pesos rent per month. Single rooms cost
300 pesos per month - too expensive for
their wages. Food and lighting are extra. Can-
teens charge 10 pesos for a meal.

By law, female workers are entitled to 45
days paid maternity leave. In practice, most
women who become pregnant are sacked.
Those who manage to keep their jobs may
be forced to work up to the time they go in-

President orAquio no cﬁampion of women workers. She ls sending

a committee to ‘investigate’ the widespread sexual abuse of Filipino
women in the Middle East and Hong Kong. But multinationals in the
Philippines get away with every crime from sexual abuse to murder.

provinces to support.

Wemlou worked out the average
retail price for the coats they pro-
duce is £63 (2,079 pesos) in Britain.

In 1976 the women formed a
union, the IGMC Employees’
Union. The president is Lucy
Salau. She explained that there are
now 1,370 workers - 90 per cent
women, 56 of them clerical staff.
The union has 876 members and 13
elected officers. It is affiliated to
the KMU.

Tuberculosis

Many women, Lucy says, have
serious health problems caused by
the fibres, dust and restricted bench
work. Permanent turberculosis af-
fects twelve out of every 1,000
workers. Many I spoke to had
milder forms of TB, spots on the
lungs, etc.

The necessary medical treatment
for TB would cost 500 pesos per

month, obviously out of reach for
most workers, who can’t afford
even a balanced diet. Just two days
in hospital would cost 1,000 pesos
or more.

Very few companies have any
kind of medical insurance, and
workers are ‘entitled’ to a max-
imum of 15 days’ sick leave per
year. After that they lose pay.

IGMC provides one company
doctor for three hours daily, and
one full-time nurse. No medicine is
free, unless you stay at work.

The company is still providing
amphetamine to its workers.

Posing as a prospective jeans
manufacturer interested in a site in
Bataan, I managed to have an in-
terview with IGMC general
manager, Mr Shepherd.

Reclining in his air-conditioned
office, away from the unbearable
heat on the factory floor, he said
that Filipino workers are not as
productive as British workers. They

ilipino omen are forced by poverty to accept low-paid jobs under the most oppressive and degrading conditions. But they are

days.

had picked up some bad habits
from the Spanish, he said. They
like their siesta around midday.

On a 16-hour day, dosed up with
benzedrine, I didn’t see how his
workers could have time for any
siesta.

I asked about labour relations.
Mr Shepherd said he could not
deny that there had been some pro-
blems, fomented by a few Com-
munist or Left-wing types. In
January, he said, a few terrorists
had put the fear of god into the
workers, who then called a general
strike in Marivelas.

He thought the authorities were
too lenient. It was only after four
days, when the workers had put up
barricades, that the police moved
in.

That was Mr Shepherd’s story.
Afterwards I spoke to over 20
workers to find out what really
happened.

On 27 January a general strike
was called in Marivelas by Amba-
Bala to demand implementation of
Cory Aquino’s labour reforms. It
lasted for four days, until the
military were called in by the EPZ
companies.

Opened fire

The workers said they formed
human barricades - i.e., picket lines
- to prevent supplies and scabs go-
ing through.

A full batallion of soldiers, arm-
ed with M16 automatic rifles, mov-
ed in and opened fire without war-
ning. Two workers were killed in-
stantly, seven others were wound-

ed (two died later).

The soldiers then set on the
women workers with clubs and
rifles butts, seriously injuring 36
more.

I talked to some of the victims.
Young Evangeline A. is just 21

British bosses

it Filipino women

to labour, and be back within a couple of

Sexual harassment of women workers is
normal. As one woman told me, it is a ques-
tion of “lay down or be laid off’’.

The law also says that companies employ-
ing over 300 women workers should provide
a nursery. | did not come across one factory
where this was the case, and my guides did
not know of one either.

years of age. Her hand was smash-
ed by bullets and is still paralysed.
She has had to have three opera-
tions, which she could not afford.

Luz B., 33 years, an IGMC
worker, was shot in her left thigh
and waist. She was hospitalised for
two months. Mr Shepherd gave her
just fifteen days paid sick leave.
The company medical insurance
did not cover her as she was on
strike. .

Little Evengeline C., 24 years,
had all her front teeth smashed out
by a rifle butt. She was continual-
ly beaten with clubs while lying on
the ground. She still suffers from
continuous bleeding during mon-
thly periods.

She can’t afford the necessary
dental operations and dentures.
She said she still hurts but at seven
pesos per tablet she can’t afford
analgesics to kill the pain.

Amba-Bala does what it can to
help injured members faced with
big medical bills, but trade unions
in the Philippines are desperately
short of funds.

Bataan today is like a NATO ex-
ercise ground: troops and check-
points everywhere. Also, more
sinisterly, right-wing vigilante
groups have sprung up, and union
activists have been murdered.

But having met the young
women activists and union
members, I think the days of a
docile, female Asian labour force
that Mr Shepherd dreams about are
surely over. Five companies were
on strike while I was there:

Doophil, a South Korean-owned
plant (400 workers);

Sutai, a Hong Kong company
(800 workers);

Buiron (300 workers);

Inter-Asia, a Japanese-Filipino
company (120 workers); and

I.LE.I., a local electronic com-
pany (300 workers).
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Yorkshire gala |

shows miners
still defiant

THE hundredth Yorkshire miners’ gala in
Barnsley last Saturday was massively attended.
Much media attention was focussed on the two
guest speakers, Arthur Scargill and Neil Kin-

nock.

But another important
thing underlining this year’s
gala was British Coal’s pro-
posal for six day working at
Margam. Jack Taylor,
Yorkshire NUM president
spelt out the view of the
Yorkshire Area officials
that the working week
should be shortened, not
lengthened.

Following Jack Taylor,
Arthur Scargill gave one of
his best speeches for years.
He pointed out that the
first miners’ demonstration
had been in Barnsley as
early as 1844, and that over
one hundred years later mi-
ners were still fighting
basically the same vicious
Coal bosses and Tory gov-
ernment.

To tremendous applause
he pointed out that what is
wrong with society, ““is not
one woman called Marga-
ret Thatcher. It is the whole
rotten, corrupt, capitalist
system.”

He criticised Labour’s
defence policy during the
clection. What was the
point in scrapping nuclear
weapons if the money thus
saved was spent on conven-

Rail passengers pay ,whilst

By Simon Duerden

tional weapons? Savings
from unilateral disarma-
ment should be spent on
people.

He called for the same
dedication from future La-
bour governments to our
class as Tory governments
give to theirs, saying that
this meant the common
ownership of the means of
production, distribution
and exchange. He then de-
manded extra-
parliamentary, as well as
parliamentary action to de-
featthe Toriesinthe nextpe-
riod.

On Margam he argued
that: “*British Coal are using
a sprat to catch a macke-
rel”. If six day working was
introduced at Margam it
would then be introduced
into the rest of the pits in
the country, causing a
further 20 pit closures and
the loss of a further 25,000
jobs.

He explained how in
1908 an historic battle had
been won for the introduc-
tion of a five day week:

“We shouldn’t be talking
about a six day week, but
fighting for a four day
week” he demanded to
thunderous applause.

Scargill also explained
how British Coal had unila-
terally introduced a new
disciplinary procedure,
which meant miners can
now be dismissed for inci-
dents which take place in
public houses.

The NUM national exe-
cutive committee have una-
nimously recommended in-
dustrial action if manage-
ment won’t withdraw the
disciplinary procedures. He
also demanded full consoli-
dation of bonus payments
and a 20 per cent rise in
wages for all miners.

Socialism

He finished to tremen-
dous applause on this note:
“The next general election
will usher in a Labour gov-
ernment. But we need a
Labour government that’s
pledged to make the social-
ist dream of our forefathers
the socialist reality of
tomorrow™.

As Kinnock rose to
speak small numbers of mi-
ners greeted him with
shouts of ‘Scab’. Many
others walked away from
the marquee in protest. In a

long speech he spelled out
the dangers of further Tory
privatisation.  He  also
spelled out what a myth
Thatcher’s “‘people’s capi-
talism™ was.
Unfortunately the social-
ist alternative to Toryism
was somewhat difficult to
find in his contribution. But

“he did make time for a

veiled attack on the lecft.

Management playon divisions

Arthur Scargill speaking during '84/5 strike.

| WORK for British Rail Southern
Region, as a Railway Shopman at
Selhurst Depot. | have been there
for just over two and a half years.

For the first two years or so |
worked as a fibreglass laminator
and now | work in the repairs shop
as a lifter.

This involves stripping down the
Bogies and replacing old and worn
springs, brakes, wheels etc.

Unfortunately relations between
the workers in the repair shop are
not good and the management
have used this to their advantage.

They have repeatedly played off
our shop against the inspection
sheds and the paint shop.

The safety standards in our shop

are diabolically low. There is no
trained nurse on the whole depot
and our ‘first aid’ room is just a
‘portacabin’.

The floor is filthy in some areas,
and there must be an inch thick of
mud and grime on it.

The fumes in the Fibreglass
shop, were above danger level and
that situation has only recently
been seen to.

When the trains come into the
shop for repairs, the 5mph speed
limit is often ignored and instead
they come hurtling in! Manage-
ment have done nothing about
this.

| recently organised a collection
for the railway strike in South

Africa and got £35 which | thought
was good.

I was really impressed by the
response of some of the workers
who donated to it. | hope that |
might be able to discuss Militant’s
ideas and sell the paper to these
workers as they seemed very inte-
rested and concerned to hear about
the strike.

The NUR recently set up a
workplace branch, which meets once
afortnight.lcansee thelong overdue
and desperate need for strong and
united workforce at Selhurst
especially now thatthe management
seems to be tightening their grip.

By Clive Kilmartin

Calling for party unity he
then said that there was no
place for ‘sectarian gestu-
res’ in the Labour Party
that do us no good. He
didn’t explain which secta-
rian gestures he meant.
At the end of his speech
he was greeted with polite
applause and perhaps a
third of the audience in the
marquee stood up for

him.

Militant supporters were
prominent throughout the
day. Over 160 papers were
sold and a magnificent £124
was collected for the Ivan
Malaza fund from the sale
of Militant For a Socialist
South Africa stickers. A
large and noisy contingent
of LPYS members were
also present.

workers hit

BOTH PASSENGERS and
railway staff alike have been
astonished on reading ar-

ticles in the daily
newspapers of British Rail
putting Inter—City fares

up. because of too many
passengers!

This astonishment has
been turned into anger for
this is the second time in six
months.

But to put the fares up
because of too many pas-
sengers is pure bureaucratic
mismanagement.

Instead of putting up the
prices it would make more
sense to add carriages (or
another train) to help cope
with the overcrowding on
existing trains.

If there is not sufficient
rolling stock or locomotives
why has British Rail Engi-
neering Limited  (Brel)
been dismantled, knowing
this?

Control

If there is not sufficient
numbers of staff to cover
the extra work load why
have no new employees
been taken on?

The railway is being run
without sufficient staff at
the moment, and under—
paid staff are doing over-
time just to make ends
mect.

This one issue raises the
question—who should run
the railway?

Who knows what the
passcengers and staff nced?
Its obvious that our une-
lected British  Railways
Board (BRB) does not.

However. if they did they
would give passengers a
cheap. reliable and regular
scrvice, which in  turn
would improve wages and
give better working condi-
tions for BRB staft.

Privatisation

But the policies put for-
ward by the BRB only re-
flect the Tories’ attitude
toward the railway and
other nationalised indus-
tries ie. run the industry
down and then privatise the
profitable remains.

That is why nationalisa-
tion cannot be
achieved simply by the
changing of the director
and the higher manage-
ment like in 1965, but the
workers and passengers
have to be given the right to
elect representatives from
both unions and passengers
to run the railway effi-
ciently and effectively in
the interests of ordinary

fully

people not capitalist
accountants.
By Andy Viner
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Democracy on crutches in GMB

Boilermaker Dave Platts has had to
take out a High Court injunction to
force the GMBATU leadership to
admit him to the union congress to
which he had been elected delegate.

He had topped the Boilermakers
section in Yorkshire in elections for
conference delegates last February.

He had received correspondence
up to May, but following the post-
ponement of the Congress for the
election the union leadership at-

about

tempted to exclude him from the
Congress this week.

Dave broke his leg in April and
came out of hospital last Thursday.
On Monday he phoned his area
official to find out when the con-
gress was being held, only to be told
it had started that morning in
London at TUC headquarters.

The official said that upon seeing
a report in the local newspaper
Dave’s accident

he had

assumed Dave wouldn’t be going
and appointed another delegate!

Dave insisted upon his right to
attend and travelled to London to
demand admission. He was even-
tually admitted to the standing or-
ders committee.

But after some deliberation they
refused to admit him or to give any
reason for their decision.

To protect his democratic rights-
and those of other rank and file

members open to such bureaucratic
manoeuvres-he was forced to go to
the High Court and obtain an
injunction against his own union
leadership.

Finally at
morning he was given delegate cre-
dentials and admitted to the confe-
rence, on crutches, in a victory for
rank and file democracy in the
GMBATU.

10.30 Wednesday

APEX— Cohse must fight to defend NHS

GMB
merger

DUE TO the calling of
the general election the
Apex union conference
was cut to one and a half
days on 6 and 7 June in
Scarborough.

The conterence is to be
reconvened in November
to discuss outstanding busi-
ness and receive a report
from the Executive Council
on its detailed negotiations
about a proposed merger
with the GMBATU.

The merger issue domi-
nated conference. Due to
the role of the EETPU
during the Wapping dispute
a motion preventing any
discussions with the EEP-
TU was overwhelmingly
passed. The Apex de-
legates to the TUC were
also called upon to support
any disciplinary  action
against the EEPTU includ-
ing expulsion for their
role.

Composite motions in-
volving any further talks
with ASTMS/Tass or the
AEU were ruled out and
the EC position that full

talks with the GMBTU
were most suitable, were
passed.

Any report produced by
the EC if acceptable to
conference in November
will then be taken to a full
ballot of the Apex member-
ships. All Apex branches
must cnsure that any issues
on merger arce fully dis-
cussed at rank and file level
prior to conference in No-
vember.

The other issue at confe-
rence involved rule revi-
sions where the right wing
clawed back some of the
concessions  gained  on
democracy within the union
three years ago. Attempts
to remove the proscribed
list of organisations and
newspapers (including Mili-
tant, of which a number
were sold) were defeated.

The absence of any orga-
nised left intervention in
conference was all too ap-
parent. While the right
wing have openly organised
their campaigns for elec-
tions under the titie of
“Apex first”, the soft left
have prevaricated around a
grouping with no name.

The time is now ripe for
an open and democratic
Apex Broad Left working
within Apex’s constitution.
Only in such a way will the
left be able to make and
consolidate any gains.

By Bill Blackstock
(personal capacity)

IN THE wake of the
Tory election victory the
leadership of Cohse have
returned to the ideas of
‘new realism’ with a
vengence.

By Mick Barwood

‘There is no alternative’.
was the final warning given
to conference by the new
general secretary Hector
McKenzie, speaking for the
national executive commit-
tee rule changes to fall in
line with the Tory anti-trade
union laws.

Fearful of the possibility
of the loss of their salaries
and  privileges, Hector
McKenzie reeled off a list
of trade unions who have
faced such a fate. He un-
derlined the point by saying
it cost the miners £2 million
to learn that there is no
alternative.

Mr McKenzie then must
understand that if there is no
alternative to bending the
knee to the Tories and their
friends in big business,
many of whom are now
running the NHS, he will
be overseeing the demise of
the NHS.

He prefers instead to rely
on the fact that “the NHS is
the Achilles hecel of the
Tories” and that it is this
which will bring the Tories
tumbling down.

Undoubtedly the NHS,
amoungst other issues, is a
vulnerable one for the Tor-
ies. But McKenzie some-
how imagines that the Tor-
ies will go without a push.

He would prefer to rely
upon spontaneity rather
than firm and positive lea-
dership campaigning to de-
fend jobs and survices and
giving a fighting lead.

The phrase ‘The next
election starts now’, which
Neil Kinnock made straight
after the election has alrea-
dy been adopted here by
the leadership as meaning
wait until the next Labour
government is elected.

One can admire his op-

timism, but between now
and the next general elec-
tion thousands upon thou-
sands of NHS workers will
suffer the blunted Tory
scalpels cutting away at
hospitals, jobs and services.

They cannot wait for the
next Labour government
and they dare not wait for a
lead from their so-called
leaders.  For  bubbling
under the surface is a mood
of  dissatisfaction  and
anger.

As Broad Left presiden-
tial candidate Kevin Mullins
said to the conference in his
hustings speech: ““The days
of cosy, peaceful and fruit-
ful discussion and negosia-
tions are gone’.

No amount of witch

hunting, Militant baiting or
organisational manoeuvres
will alter that fact. The
future opening up for the
NHS is one of protracted
battles and disputes.

Those in the Broad Left
offering an alternative and
showing a fighting lead will
more and more become ac-
cepted as the real alternat-
ive within Cohse.

Solid base

The growing potential
for the left was shown in
the debate on the Labour
Party’s ‘Youth Consulta-
tion” proposals. Adrian O’-
Malley from Pinderficlds
hospital in Wakefield. an
ex-Young Socialist member

won support for a resolu-
tion opposing the proposals
on a show of hands.

The obstacles the left
faces were exposed crudely
when the president delayed
a card vote until full time
officials had rushed round
delegates in the coffee bar
pushing them into confe-
rence to support the leader-
ship on an issue they never
heard debated.

But Kevin Mullins’ se-
cond place in the presiden-
tial elections, albeit with
380 votes against 2.569 (in a
branch vote) shows a solid
base of support for the
Broad Left to build on in
the many  impending
struggles.

Rail union faces Tory attacks

This year's NUR (National
Union of Railwaymen) con-
ference is one of the first
union conferences since the
general election defeat.
There can be no doubt
that the British Rail Board
would have gained renewed
confidence to continue
pushing the ‘Traincrew
concept’, planning and
pushing for privatisation.
That’s why it is vitally
important that resolutions
on the respective issues

which vefer to cpposition
must be supported, with the
understanding that cam-
paigning is impertant to
explain the issues but
equally, if not more impor-
tant, is putting forward a
strategy, raising questions
like ‘‘How do we involve all
grades of the NUR?” and
““Which is the best possible
way to gain support from
other unions?”’

Over the past couple of
years we have definitely

won the propaganda war,
but we have not explained
how we can win. Now that
the Tories are back in, this
must be the priority because
with the policies BRB are
putting forward, within a
couple of years we will pro-
bably have to take indus-
trial action to defend our
jobs and conditions. Even
the right to organise is in the
BRB’s sights.

That's why every barrier
must be broken down be-

tween grades and other rail
unions not just nationally
but more importantly
locally. These coming years
look bleak but if we learn
from our mistakes, get well
organised for the forthcom-
ing events aud put forward
socialist policies this Tory
government can be beaten.

By Bob Russell
(Willesden No1 NUR,

personal cap.)

Ashton
garment
strike

against
wage
cuts

163 MACHINISTS, mostly
women, walked out from
H.R.Howards. garment
makers of Ashton in Che-
shire, in response to mana-
gement attempts to impose
drastic wage cuts.

The action  follows a
strike in January over the
same issue which  was
successful in  temporarily
beating back management
demands.

Even after a secret ballot
of 4 to 1 in favour of strike
action, management
refused to negotiate and
instead offered the “choi-
ce” of being sacked without
redundancy pay or con-
tinuc working but with new
pay and conditions.

The new pay scales
would mean a reduction
from £103 to £87 a week
with further cuts coming
from changes to the piece
work agreement.

A further ballot was
called and the result was
163:5 to come out.

11 workers from the cutt-
ing room and 2 general
workers took solidarity ac-
tion.

Although some sections
of the workforce are still
inside, work is at a stand-
still. As one picket, Ann
Tipplady commented,
“What's left in are being
paid for looking through
the window™.

24—hour picket lines
were immediately  orga-
nised with up to 30

workers, waving red union
flags despite the thunder-
storms. ’

Delegations were sent to
the sister factories in Barns-
ley, Middleton and Halifax
to ask for solidarity ac-
tion.

Barnsley gave immediate
support — half the work-
force come out in sympa-
thy.

Middleton refused to
handle Ashton work. Hali-
fax came out two days later
and arc sending fraternal
pickets to Ashton.

The mood on the picket
line is determined and con-
fident. In the past, workers
have forgone pay rises “for
the sake of the company’,
even though many of the
workers are the only wage
earners in the family or are
single—parents.

The attitude towards
management is hostile as
they “‘drive scabs through
the line in their D-
registration cars with frec
petrol.”™

Elaine Paimer the
NUHKW (National Union
of Hosiery and Knitwear
Workers) convenor., who
spoke to Militant  com-
mented, “all we want is our
jobs and a fair deal—it’s not
much to ask!”

Messages of support to:

Elaine Palmer, NUKHW
convenor. c¢/o 57 Dona

Street, Stockport, Cheshire.
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THE NATIONAL Executive of the CPSA has
decided to ballot members on all out industrial
action from 20 July in pursuit of their 1987 pay
claim. 11 weeks of selective action has had no
effect on the Tories. The only effective step left is

an all-out strike. But the CPSA’s partners in the
dispute, the SCPS, used the decision as a pretext
to end their involvement in the joint campaign.

On Monday 22 June. a
joint meeting of SCPS and
CPSA heard the SCPS
delegation reject the CPSA
strategy of all out strike
action. but they offered no
credible alternative to it.
Instead. they and their
echoes on the CPSA na-
tional committee. the BL84
group wanted to continue
with the programme of re-
gional and selective action.
apparently indefinitely.

CPSA’s call for unity in
action and have now:
decided to try and do thelrfz‘
own deal with the Trea-i
sury. while taking no indus-
trial action at all.

Unity

It must be made clear
that CPSA did not destroy
the unity of the civil service
pay campaign. Since the
Union’s  conferences in
May, CPSA has bent over
backwards to accomodate

the SCPS leadership, who
insisted their strategy of re-

gional  selective  action
would win the dispute.
Now the SCPS leaders

have
abandoned their own stra
tegy. CPSA members must
appeal to them to ballot
their members as the CPSA

is doing. There is still the |
posmblhty of a united pay i

Campalon l‘“.“““.""“"?_??'a-sfn
CPSA’s Broad Left lea-,
dership carefully  consi-|
dered SCPS’s decision. but
have d%rgied that in order;"
to win pay claim. and to}
fight off the introduction of .
regional pay and merit pay. -
an all out indefinite strike is
the on[\l\ course open-to s

oW ! ave een"}ard‘[
to faunch campalgn

among members tosecurc a |
massive "yes. \,Otgl

The SCPS rejected the!

unceremomously\

By Danny Williamson
CPSA National Executive
Committee
(personal capacity)
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The Tories have made
their intentions clear, they
want to make civil servants
the example for the private
sector. They intend to abol-
ish the national rate of pay.
using regional pay where
unemployment can be used
to lower wages. They want
to introduce merit pay whe-
re supervisors' assesments
can determine living stan-
dards.

These measures if intro-

|

1f

i

duced would not only drive
down even further the liv- |
ing standards of low paid |
also shatter the national un- |

ity of the union,
member against member,
region against region, and
further weakening our abil-
ity to defend ourselves, and
the services we provide.
CPSA members there-
fore have no option. We
must defeat the govern-
ment's plans for regional
and merit pay, we must win
the claim for £20 a week.
We must use the massive

setting !

i
¥
i
{

G

power that is available to us

in that fight.
strike involving
customs,

An all out
the
the revenue ser-

vices, the imports and the |

massive show of power tol
the Tories.

Without CPSA mem-
bers’ the whole machinery

of go‘-ernge_m\w_gtﬂl%‘g[_igg_
to a halt. Ports wWou close\

dowaq and the GQVérnment
\\ouldiose mosf ‘of its reve- l
nue. As” \&Z‘ shown in the!
1981 st;rkc A CPSA Stnke(
would” be atremendous
firancial cost to the Jories. |
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Givil servants vote on all-out strike

S. Korea in revolutionary crisis.

See page 4

S. African miners at a crossroads.
See page 11.

of regional action will go on’

with a“two day strike of
CPSA members in London
and the South on the 25 and
26 of June. That will be
followed by "a two day
strike in Wales, the Mid-
lands‘and the North West
on the 2 and 3 July. -

organised for Sunday 5 July
in London, followed by a
series of town rallies over
the next week bwen 6

and 8 July. Ezlﬁotlng will

take place between Mon-
benefits services would be a/ &l i

National rally

" A national rally has been’

day 6 and Friday 17 July at
workplace meetings.
Branch activists must
now prepare for the ballot
by arranging local meet-
ings, circulating advice t
members on how to cope i
an all out strike situation
and by signing up all non

union members to the)
union immediately.
Civil servants can and j/

must win the pay claim in
1987. We have ne alternat-
tve but to fight. The all out

strike is the only strategy |

that can win that campaign.
“Now for a ‘yes’ vote in’ the
..ballot.

The bankruptcy of right
wing CPSA  general
secretary John Ellis, is
shown by the fact that he
can say to one
newspaper that he
wanted to suspend the

industrial action as a
means to “shock the
government”, and to

another newspaper that:
“We have tried un-
successfully to solve
these problems since
1981 by talking and
negotiations” and gett-
ing absolutely nowhere.
How can he believe the
Tories will ever listen to
reasoned argument?

‘Splits in the civil service unions?’ See editorial, P2.
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post.
This is a lie.
Secretary’s salary.

any further increases.

The Tory rag has manufactured the story to demoralise
civil servants during the pay campaign and discredit the
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{ From the Sun 15 June

Sun slanders
Macreadie

THE SLANDEROUS Sun has reported that the CPSA’s
newly elected Deputy General Secretary, John Macreadie,
has broken a promise he made in his election campaign. It
says he is drawing the full salary that goes with the

John refused to accept the General
Last year John froze his salary as the
union’s Assistant Secretary and donates the difference
between that and the average wage of a skilled worker back
to the labour movement. Since then he has refused to accept

Broad Left, whose candidate John was.

The Union is suing the Sun, a course of action which will

undoubtedly be welcomed by the whole labour movement.
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@ The immediate introduction
of a 35-hour week without

loss in pay as a step
towards the elimination of
unemployment.

@ Reversal of all Tory cuts
and a massive programme
of public works on housing,
education, the health ser-
vice, etc.

@ A minimum wage of £120
a week tied to the cost of
living for all, including sick
and disabled people.

A socialist plan of produc-
tion democratically drawn
up and implemented by
committees involving the
trade unions,
stewards, the unwaged

and small business people.

Opposition to the capitalist
Common Market, the EEC.
For a socialist United States
of Europe as a step towards
a World Socialist
Federation.

Workers’ management of
the nationalised industries.
These should be run on the

laws and reversal of at-
tacks on the trade unions.

Massive cuts in arms spen-
ding. Support for unilateral
nuclear disarmament, but
with the recognition that
only a socialist change of
society in Britain and inter-
nationally can eliminate the
danger of a nuclear
holocaust.

basis of one-third of the g Nationalisation of the top

places on the management
board coming from the
unions in the industry, one-
third from the TUC repre-
senting the working class
as a whole, and one-third
from the government.

shop @ Opposition to the Tory

overnment’s anti-union
9

200 monopolies, including
the banks and insurance
companies which control
80 per cent to 85 per cent
of the economy. This
should be :thréugh an
Enabling Bill in Parliament
with minimum compensa-
tion on the basis of proven
need.




