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LIBEL IS worth £500,000. a life 
is worth £10.000 . So says the 
law . • 

Two legal cases gripped 
public attention last week . They 
showed the deep class divide m 
British justice. 

By Tony Cross 

The multi-millionaire ex­
deputy chairman of the 
Ton Part\'. Jeffrev Archer. 
II as· awarded th e hi ghest 
e1·~r damages in British 
lega l hi s t o~v. The Dailr 
Siar was judged to have 
done half a milli o n pou nds 
worth of ha rm to his 
reputation. 

But parents 11·ho lost a 
child 11he n the Herald of 
Free E111erprise sa nk. will 
get as littl e as £I 0.000. A 
child is no t a ·breadwinner". 
So ship-011·ners are o nly 
lcgalh obl iged to pay 
0.500. T hat's the profit 
and loss mentality of the 
bosses· Jaw. 

(Su e Haney on the 
Zeebrugge enqu iry, see 

page 2) 

Ferry-owners . P&O ha1·e 
·generously· agreed to pay 
more. But not o ne of the 
Zeebrugge 1·ictim s is likch 
to rece i~·~ more than a fifth 
of what Archer got. 

P&O 11·ill cam on raking 
in the milli o ns.· The com': 
pensatio n will be littl e mo re 
th an ·operat in g costs· to 
them . after a year of rec­
ord profits. They haven·r 
even been forced to make 
their ferries safe. That was 
ruled out o n .. commercial 
grounds· ·. In ot he r words. 
it would cost too much ' 

··Yes . P&O wou ld take a 
drop in revenue of approxi ­
mate ly 25 per cent pe r 
ship ... a drop in profit of 
£25- 30 million ."· says Sue 
Haney. who has bee n fight­
ing for justice for the 
Zeebrugge victim s. ··so 
what'> My brother. who 
worked o n the Herald, died 
along with 187 other 

•• 
.... and one 
for the poor 

The Herald of Free Enterprise lying outside Zeebrugge harbour. 

people. That is the price of tri bute as he sees fit. was reported to be radiant 
·Free E111erprise· today.·· If Archer hadn" t a lreadv and al l th e ot her nice things 

The Jaw was kinder to been stinking rich. he Mr Justice Caulfield said 
Jeffrev Archer than it was co ul dn"t have' affo rded to about her. 
to Sue H aney and others start a libel case in the first The visitors· list was like 
like her. Mr. ·Justice Caul - place. His costs were a roll-call of enemies of the 
field in his summing up £670.000 . working class-Michael 
revealed his ow n class out- Those of us who don ·t Edwardes. Norman La-
look 1·e ry clearly . haYe hi s money. can"t get mo nt. D avid Owen ... One 

Profitable 
The 73-year old judge 

eve n admitted to 12 .. mi­
stakes or inaccuracies·· in 
his closing re marks . But 
Archer walked away from 
court with £500 .000 to dis-

le gal a id to fight a libel guest was the man who 
case. And those of us with a ppoints Britain·s judges. 
no hi gh-fl yin g career wou ld the Lord Chancellor. Sir 
be judged to have a Mic hael H avers. 
character important The victims of Free £11-
enough to be defamed. terprise don ' t have such 

Last Sunday , th e Archers powerful friends . A nd they 
had a garden party. Cham- don't have so much to 
pagne fl owed. Mrs Archer celebrate . either' 

The July Days of the 
Russian Revolution page 8-9 

Nye Bevan Lodge 
scandal page 3 

Jeffrey Archer wins 
£500,000 damages 
while Zeebrugge vic­
tims get £10,000 

WORKERS' EDUCATION GROUP 

SOCIALIST 
SUMMER 
CAMP'87 
_, . 8~15 August 

,:~1=~r~~f(,f Dean 
.· Gloucestershire 

£4_0.00 for the week 
send your deposit 

now 
£10 for children 5-12 years 
£75 for family 
Name .... .... ... .. ........................ . 
Address .. .. .. ...... ... .... . .............. . 
Cheques to Workers' Education 
Group PO Box332, London E15 3BY 



2 MILITANT 31 July 1987 

Milital\t 
Editor: Peter Taaffe 
Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 
Phone: (01) 533-3311 

I i 

•••• 

Not so booming 
Britain 

THE RECENTLY announced May trade fi ­
gures explode the myth continually fostered by 
the Tories, that they have turned Britain back 
into a powerful force in the world economy. 
'Booming Britain' is already threatening to go 
bust. 

The 'rosy days· of th e recent relative growth in 
production and investment, fuelled by a consumer 
credit boom and the U-turn in the To ries' public 
spending controls, are about to come to an abrupt 
end . 

Conven iently for Thatcher and Lawson, these May 
fioures were delayed until well a fter the June e lec­
ti~n . The major problems they indicate for British 
capitalism , would not have fitted in with the e lectora l 
propaganda about steadi ly rising prosperity. 

The March budget predicted that Britain would 
move into deficit o n its trade payments with the rest 
of the world by some £2.5 billion . This would result 
fro m the consumer boom sucking in manufactured 
imports , and from the decline in oil revenues. 

But the Tories boasted that this defic it could easi ly 
be handled. and would soon disappear as their 'free 

~~~k~~·p~~~s~omy expanded manufacturing a nd ser- ~.:~:.::~ 
Up to the election it seemed they were right. Far 

from movi ng into deficit. there was a surplus of £760 :;:; 
million in April. The devahluation o.f hste

1
· rling against '..::~:.:.·.: 

ot her currenci es, which t e o nce t1g t y monetarist 
Tories have presided over, appeared to have sue- :.~1.~ 
ceeded in making British exports more competitive "" 
abroad. ~ 

Now thde rTehal pMositiofn of the eco
1
nom£yl h2asb.b11~e n :.::.::: .:[.:[ 

uncovere . c ay 1gures revea a . 1 ion 
deficit on trade in goods (including oi l) in just one "" 
month. A surpl us was achieved on 4 in visibles' like :::: 
banking , tourism and sh ipping of £600 millio n , but :i:: 
the resulting monthl y payments deficit was st ill a near .. 
record £600 milli o n. :[~~ 

If th a t was repeated for every mo nth of the year , } 
the annual deficit would reach £7 billion , three times "" 
th e budget forecast. It probably wi ll not be as big as { 
th at, as o il export prices have crept up to $20 a barrel. :::: 
Although in the next few years North Sea oil 's :;:; 
co ntributi on to the economy will decline. And since } 
1979 almost alone. it has saved T hatcher from the full ;:;: 

:1~-~:f :;,;:;~,~;"~~~=~;:~:;;:~~:~;;',':;:;~~:~·~; •••• 
credito rs, the government a nd the C ity will be :;:; 
compelled to reverse the 'credit' boom , by raising / 
interest rates and/or further devalue sterling. ::;: 

The result could be ri sing inflat ion , as the increased ::;: 

;~~~i~~~B~~2R~~:~~~:-tE,.~2~:~:~{~CTaB1~i~;ai~~:~c~?;~~ •••• 
competitors . aw matena pnces are a so n smg over 
30 per cent in the last yea r). 

And rising interest rates will choke off the limited 
improvement in investment a nd production over the 

bribes, have done nothing to rea ll y halt the long - :::: 
term , irreversible decline of British capitalism 's vital :::: .... 
manufacturing base. Since 1980 imports have grown :·:-
52.5 per cent, but exports by on ly 25 .8 (16 .9 ;::: 
excluding o il ). While manufacturing output has still ;:;: 
not reached its 1970-74 level , under the o ld Heath :;;: 

~~im~o~~;n~~~~· On this basis. no economy coul

1

dd :::~.":~:.: 
With a ll the tell-talc signs of a coming wor 

economic downturn , the prospects for British capi tal- ::;: 
ism are st ill bleaker. As a ll the major capitalist ·:-: 
eco nom ies move into stagnant production, world } 
trade is threatened by a major trade war. The ·:·: 

American Cohngrcss has passcd
1 

a tradethbitlhl toUfSorctc [.J.:~ 
countnes wit ·excess ive surp uses w1 c o .... 
reduce the m by I 0 per cent. o r face automatic ( 
retali at ion. That threatens Japan a nd West Germany .. 
and would provoke them into action agains t US :;:; 
goods. ~ 
~ With the lack of co mpetitiveness of its industry, as :;:: 
evidenced by th e trade figures , a further decline in / 

;::: world trade would make it ddodubly ddi fficuBlt. fohr ::i.:·.·.: ;.: 

. . rel a t ively weak and hi ghl y t ra e cpcn ant nt1s 
capitalism. to avo id sin king into slump. i 

~ ~ 

~ .( 

I ~'.'.~:'.'.~~'.~~:~::::,:::,::: :::: ::··:: J 

w 
THE JUDICIAL inquiry 
into the sinking of the 
Herald of Free En­
terprise was predict­
able from the outset. 
Only the seamen were 
punished while the 
owners and govern­
ment got off scot 
free. 

Sue Haney's brother 
Geoff, a Militant sup­
porter, worked on the 
Herald. He died when 
the ferry capsized. She 
gives her reaction to 
the results of the in­
quiry. 

SINCE 6 MARCH . when 
at least 188 people died in 
the Zee brugge ferry · dis­
as ter. we have seen one of 
th e most cyn ically orches­
trated charades a ny govern­
ment ever acted out. 

Sue Haney and her mother listen to sister Carol addressing the memorial meeting for Geoff Haney 

The sea me n who sa iled 
for the Falklands war in the 
requisitioned merchant 
vessel Rangatira will re­
member that transverse 
bu lkheads we re fitted to 
e nsure greater stability at 
sea. 

Profitability 
O nce she returned to 

commercia l use, those 
bulkheads were removed in 
th e interests of profitabi l­
ity. The horrific conse­
quences of thi s greed for 
profit were studiously 
avoided by the inquiry and 
by the gove rnment. 

Mr Justice Sheen said no 
criminal prosecutio ns 
wou ld be brought because 
no criminal offence had 
taken place. But the gov­
e rnme nt should be in the 
dock. It sets out shippin g 
guide lines in accordance 
with th e Merchant Shipping 
Act 1894 via its Depart­
ment of Transport. 

These guide lines are not 
legal requirements. Its 
marine surveyors don 't 
have the statutory powers 
of the Health and Safety 
Executive which can insist 
on health and safety req ui­
rements before it a llows a 
compa ny to operate. 

Justice Sheen was. 
however. able to pass a 
sentence on both Captain 
Lewry and chief officer 
Sabel whose certificates 
were suspended for one 
and two years respectively . 
He suggested that Town­
send Thoresen should dis-

ciplin e the assistant bosun . 
Marc Stanley. 

What are these men guil­
ty of? Consiste ntly askin g 
for warni ng li ghts to check 
that stern and bow doors 
are closed? R equesti ng ad­
ditional crew so that a ll 
tasks ca n be adequately 
covered when leaving 
port? 

How can it possibly be 
right that a n e ntire vessel's 
safety rests on the 
sho ulders of one assistant 
bosun, a very courageous 
a nd honest o rdinary sea­
man who was callously exp­
loited by BBC television 
followi ng the inquiry 's res­
ults . 

The horrific 
consequences of 
this greed for 
profit were 
avoided by the 
inquiry 

Consp icuously absent 
from discipline were Jeffrey 
Devlin , manager of Town­
send Thoresen and Sir 
Jeffrey Stirling, chairman 
of P&O the parent compa­
ny who in the wake of the 
disaster ta lked of "the 
bitter irony of the Zeebrug­
ge disaster in a yea r of 
record profits" and sa id: 
"We can take pride in the 
quality of o ur ea rnin gs." 
He obviously has scant re­
gard for the quality of those 
lives lost four months 
ago. 

Justice Sheen's powers , 
howeve r don ' t extend to 
se ntencing e ither the ow-

ners or the ma nagers of 
Townsend Thorese n eve n 
tho ugh everyone agrees the 
blame lies the re. 

Even Tory MP Terry 
Dicks said: '·The people of 
this count ry want to see the 
management of Townsend 
punished. And the sooner 
the com pany is closed down 
the better. " Another T ory. 
Henry Bellingham accused 
the company of negligence 
'·verging on the cri­
min a l .. ... The manageme nt 
is obv iously rotten to the 
core" and called for to ugh 
action. 

The report recommends 
the fitt ing of lights indica t­
ing th at bow and stern 
doors are closed. TV ca­
meras on the bridge. self 
contained emergency light­
ing, no ship to leave its 
berth with bow doors open 
and no tak ing o n of wate r 
as ballast in order to load 
the vehicles etc. 

Passe nge rs and crew will 
welcome these increased 
safety measu res. many of 
whi ch have been imple­
mented. 

However, on the busiest 
seaway in the world . none 
of these changes will neces­
sa rily preve nt a disaster 
recurring shou ld a ro-ro 
ferry be involved in a colli­
sio n. 

According to one nava l 
expert . just one inch of 
water o n the vast o pe n 
vehicle deck could cause a 
roll -on ferry to roll ove r. 
Marshall Meck , vice presi­
dent of the R oya l Institute 
of Naval Architects , at­
tacked the report for not 

insisting that a ll ferries be 
fitted with watertight bulk­
heads. 

Those of us who lost 
relatives , o r work or travel 
on the ferry must ensure 
that the lessons learned arc 
not forgotten . 

Public relations 
W e see ri ght through the 

public re lations exercise of 
the govern ment appoi nt­
men t of two marine consul­
tancy firm 0 , one of which. 
Three Quays Marine Ser­
vices. is actua ll y owned by 
P&O to ·' look into research 
on the stability of ro-ro and 
to examine the implications 
of providing bu lkheads o n 
vehicle decks ... 

Pa ul C hann on . transport 
secretary. told the Com­
mo ns o n Friday afte rnoon 
that a n extra£ I m illi o n will 
be spe nt looking for the 
a nswer we know a lreadv. 

Yes , P&O would take- a 
drop in revenue of approxi­
mately 25 per cent per ship 
according to the ferry de­
signe r for Townsend Tho­
resen. This wou ld perhaps 
mean a drop in their profit 
of £25- £30 million. So 
what? 

My brother died along 
with 187 o ther peop le . Tha t 
is the price of ' free e n­
te rpri se' today. The re has 
never been a greate r need 
for British shipping to be 
run by those who work in 
the industry. 

By Sue Haney 
(secretary Withington 
womens section, per­

sonal capacity) 

Scots youth campaign 
SCOTLAND'S CENTRAL Region 
has become a disaster area 
after the closure of Polmaise 
colliery. The area's 1,869 
registered jobless young 
people have little or no chance 
of gaining real, full-time 
jobs. 

Central Region Youth Trade 
Union Rights Campaign 
(YTURC) has organised a march 
through the major towns in the 
area to protest against Tory 
plans for compulsory YTS and 
the new JTS. 

YTURC campaigns for full 
union rights and rates of pay 
for YTS trainees, a minimum 
grant of £35 per week for all 
school and further education 
students and a guaranteed real 
job for all youth. 

Already, in days of action in 
Alloa, Falkirk and Stirling, do­
zens of young people have 
pledged support for the cam­
paign including people on holi­
day from Berlin, Amsterdam 
and even Venezuela! 

Starting in Alloa on Wednes-

day 29 July, the march will pass 
through Stirling and Denny, ar­
riving in Falkirk for an open-air 
public meeting on Saturday. 

The march will involve 
demonstrations at Job Centres, 
street collections and sales of 
Socialist Youth. We hope this 
local event will spark off a 
national fight-back against the 
Tories' proposals. 

By Alistair Duncan 
(Secretary centra l region YTURC) 
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Nye Bevan Lodge scandal 
THE NYE Bevan Lodge 
report is a real life hor­
ror story. For over five 
years, old people at this 
residential home for the 
elderly run by South­
wark council suffered 
cruelty, extortion and 
neglect. One man 
described it as a concen­
tration camp. He had 
been in a Nazi concentra­
tion camp during the 
war. 

The report was published 
after a year long investiga­
tion by an 'independent' 
three person team including 
former TGWU General 
Secretary, Moss Evans. 

Mistreatment of old 
people is not isolated to Nye 
Bevan Lodge. Reports publ­
ished earlier this year by 
Brent and Camden councils 
list over a dozen homes 
where elderly people suf­
fered abuse. 

Over 250,000 elderly 
people are in residential 
homes. Increasingly it is 
frailer older people , many 
of whom are incontinent , 
who are left in local author-

ity homes. Thousands of old 
people suffer abuse high­
lighted in the Nye Bevan 
report. 

Last week on radio , Ed­
wina Currie blamed the 
relatives: "Families should 
not put people into homes 
and abandon them". 
However, the main reason 
many local authority homes 
provide such appalling 
care , is because for the last 
eight years they have been 
starved of resources under a 
government which includes 
Mrs. Currie. 

Breakdown 
Management in the 

homes is increasingly 
breaking down. Care assi­
stants are paid poverty 
wages. They are under­
staffed and overworked. 
Training in dealing with the 
special problems of frail el­
derly people is virtually 
non-existent. 

Lectures on Victorian va­
lues by Tory ministers will 
not change the workhouse­
type regimes under which 
thousands suffer. Labour 

councils and local authority 
unions must unite in cam­
paigning to get the billions 
of pounds needed to provide 
decent care and dignity for 
the elderly. 

Under the Tories the 
situation can only deterio­
rate. More old people will 
face the prospect of spend­
ing their last few years in 
the type of abject misery 
described in the report. 

Fourteen former Nye 
Bevan staff members now 
face disciplinary hearings . 
Some could face criminal 
charges. The Labour Chair 
of Southwark's social ser­
vices at the time, resigned 
as a councillor on publica. 
tion of the report . 

Two union officials are 
severely criticised for their 
role. It is correct for unions 
to use their power in 
defence of low paid and 
poorly treated workers, like 
care assistants in old peop­
les' homes. However, the 
labour movement must 
totally condemn union of­
ficials abusing their power 
to further their own per­
sonal or clique interests, 

especially when it is at the 
expense of old people. 

Perhaps the most serious 
allegation in the report is 
that a 'cover up' of what 
was happening at Nye 
Bevan Lodge took place in 
1985. The report alleges 
that the then Labour leader 
of the Council, Tony Richie , 
"struck a behind the scenes 
deal with Nupe", to sup­
press an earlier report on 
Nye Bevan Lodge. 

Members of the Labour 
Party and Nupe in South­
wark are calling for an in­
quiry organised by the la­
bour movement to discover 
the truth . Did union of­
ficials and Labour council­
lors abuse their power in 
their own personal interest'? 
Did they cover up what was 
going on? 

The working class has 
fought over generations for 
decent health care and dign­
ity for elderly people. Nupe 
rightly prides itself on being 
'the caring union. ' Its 
members carry out some of 
the most difficult and unre­
warding jobs. The allega­
tion that leading union and 

Party officials were in­
volved in a cover up, if true, 
would be a terrible stain on 
the record of the labour 
movement, and on the name 
of Nye Bevan. 

In view of the serious 
nature of the allegations 
over five years, it is hard to 
believe that more senior 
Nupe officials had no idea of 
what was going on. If they 
had intervened earlier the 
abuse of old people would 
have ended sooner and at 
least part of this scandal, 
especially allegations of a 
'cover up', could have been 
avoided. 

Labour and trade union 
activists must ensure 
scandals like this never 
occur again. All those with 
positions in the labour 
movement, including union 
officials and Labour coun­
cillors, must be democra­
tically elected by and fully 
accountable to rank and file 
members. 

By a Militant reporter. 

Who really cares for the elderly? 
LIZ STAVELEY a nurse on 
a geriatric ward, des­
cribes some of the daily 
pressures of caring for 
the old. 
THE RAPIDLY increasi ng 
dema nd for long term ca re 

. ur th e eklt:rly. and financ ial 
actack by th(' Tory govern ­
ment. make h('alth scn·ice 
\\Orkers· jL)hs impossible. 

\\'c face a cnn~tant 
dilemma-catering for 
patienb· phy.,ical needs and 
caring for them psycho lo­
gicallv. 1f priorit~ i~ gi\·en 
tu p.,ychological carL' an in-

con tin e nt patient may be 
left un attended. But if we 
concen tra te o n the ir phy­
sica l needs . pati e nts can be­
come restive even aggn.:ss­
i\·c. or just wa nder off. 

Old people become co n­
fused and th is cau.,es some 
to wander off the \\°ard. 
!\ ur-,es arc rcspunsible for 
patients· ~afety. and when 
there aren·t enough staff to 
prt)\'icle occupationa l a nd 
recreational activitie s. 
-.omctimes there c:l!l be 1w 
alternati\·e to lockin~ d. Jor ~. 
and sedating some p~tients . 

Outside lslwyn Labour Party' s last meeting. 

A nd th at is not what ca re 
sho uld be about. 

Incontinence is very dis­
tressi ng for a n elderly 
paticn\: a nd a problem fo.r 
nu rses . B ut if \rnrds were 
we ll designed. if conti ne nce 
aids a re freely arni lable a nd 
a dece nt laundr) service 
provided. it co uld be 
managed . And with a high 
~.raff i-o patient ratio. their 
dignity rn uld be pres­
erved. 

But qaffing levels are 
reduced to a skeleton ser­
YICC. Recruiting staff i~ a 

A message for 
Neil Kinnock 

AROUND 50 people lobbied the 
g~ neral comm ittee meeting of lslwyn 
Labo ur Party . Nei l K inn ock 's consti ­
tue ncy, last week. protesti ng at the 
inq ui ry in to the links between LPYS 
member John Fletcher and Mili­
ranr. 

Party leaders a re watering down 
their policies, and want to st ifle 
opposition particularly from workers 
who support Ma rxist ideas. 

John's father. Ed Fletcher , 41 
years a party activist , told the South 
Wales Echo that although he did n't 
a lways thi nk John was in the right: 
"Nye Bevan. Michae l Foot and Neil 
Kinnock were radical young men . 
Nei l used to sell that other factiona l 
newspaper the Tribune-perhaps if 
they were young today they would 
be facing similar inquiries. " 

majo r problem. beca use o f 
th e progress ive run dow n of 
se rvices for the elderly . I t 
offers ha rd work with poor 
condit io ns and li ttle presti­
ge or job sat isfactio n . 

Workhouses 
Many geriatric wards are 

in old workhouses which 
weren·t designed for incli­
vid ual comrOrt . And the 
conversions were not car­
ried out with the privacy of 
the patient in mind. 

How can we create a 

ho me ly atm osphe re with 
do rmi tor ies of 25 beds. in a­
dequate toi le t and bat hing 
fac ili ties and a la rge imper­
sonal common room? 

The patients we look 
after have themse lves 
worked a ll their li ves. the y 
deserve the very best of 
care . That needs a massive 
injection of capital for new 
buildings and faci lities. 
And for the first t ime it 
must give those of us who 
provicie direct care a say in 
how finances sho uld be a l­
located. 

ARMS SALES to the mur­
. derous Pinochet regime in 
Chile are " normal diplo­
matic re lations" according 

. to Tory Foreign Office 
minister David Mellor. 

He was replying to a 
Commons debate ini­
tiated by Pat Wall Labour 
MP for Bradford North on 
this month 's visit by Chi­
lean Admiral Toribio Me­
rino to the foreign office , 
organised in secret via Is­
rael , a route often used by 
Colonel North to hide his 
journeys. 

Merino , a founder 
member of the Chilean 
junta was directly in­
volved in the disappea­
rance of hundreds of civi­
lians and used his war­
ships as torture chambers. 
Chilean air force chief 
General Mathei made a 
rushed visit here in June , 
in case Labour won the 
election and stopped the 
arms deals. Britain is Chi­
le 's main arms supplier. 

Pat pointed out that th e 
coup agai nst the 
democratica lly elected Al-
lende government, 
slaughtering 30.000 
people. smashing unions 
and workers' parties and 
pushing through That­
cherite policies. had been 
backed by British big busi ­
ness 

Now the regime faces 
massive opposition. the 
armed forces· leaders and 
the Tories were trying to 
elbow Pinochet aside but 
ensure a safe right of cen­
tre civilian replacement. 

The Tories claimed that 
diplomatic relations with 
the junta allowed them to 
express concerns about 
human rights abuses while 

I 
uf course. selling them 
arms to carry them out. 

Justice 
for Trevor 
Monerville 
ON NEW Years Day, 19 
year old Trevor Monervil­
le a black teenager from 
Hackney was taken into 
custody at Stoke 
Newington police sta­
tion. His father searched 
for him for five days, pay­
ing several visits to Sto­
ke Newington where the 
police denied any 
knowledge of him. 

Trevor was eventually 
discovered at Brixton 
prison covered literally 
from head t o t oe in cut s 
and bruises and with a 
blood clot on the bra in 
which partially paralysed 
one side of his body. 

The Police Complaints 
Authority report on Tre­
vor is now weeks over­
due. The Trevor Moner­
ville campaign commit­
tee believe the PCA are 
sitting on the report hop­
ing the campaign will die 
down. 

The campaign will be 
holding a public meeting 
on Tuesday 4 August at 
Hackney Town Hall. The 
local LPYS will be help­
ing with the campaign's 
street meeting in Ridley 
Road market in Dalston 
this Saturday. 
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I Keep Labour socialist 

MPs pay themselves 
£80 a week extra .. 
COVENTRY MP, Dave 
Nellist, got one of the 
House of Commons' 
most hostile ever recep­
tions last week. It was 
because he dared to op­
pose MPs awarding 
themselves a £4,000 per 
year pay rise. 

Dave touched sensiti ve 
feel ings on both sides of the 
House. Throughout his 
speech, he was interrupted 
and barracked by MPs of 
all parties . 

As a matter of fact , the 
rise wi ll make little diffe­
rence to some Tory MPs, 
incredible as it may seem to 
low-paid workers. The MP 
fo r Hove, for example , has 
£1 14 million worth of sha­
res in his family 's busi­
ness- Sainsbury's. When 
Dave pointed out that they 
probably gave him a weekl y 
income higher than his 
£20 .000 per year parlia­
mentary sa lary , another 
Tory accused him of be-
smirching Sainsbury's . 
name! 

All the same. the govern-

ment could find plenty of 
slightly less well-heeled 
Tori es to pack the debating 
chamber through the mid­
night hour. Only a hanging 
debate can attract more of 
them , as Chris Mullin MP 
remarked. 

But if the Tories were 
outraged by Dave 's expo­
sure of MPs' luxurious life­
styles , many Labour MPs 
seemed no less indignant. 
Dave was heckled by none 
other than the chairman of 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, ex left-winger, Stan 
Orme. 

Worker's wage 
Since being elected, 

D ave Nellist and Terry 
Fields have donated the dif­
ference between their sal­
ary and the wage of a 
skilled worker to the labour 
movement. 

During the last parlia­
ment, Labour officials ac­
tually wrote to them sug­
gesting that they were 
breaking Party rules by do­
ing this . 

Now new MPs, Pat Wall 
and Ronnie Campbell . are 
doing the same . No one 
dares criticise thi s practise 
now. but many Labour 
MPs vio lently object to any 
suggestion that they might 
take it up themselves. The 
morning after the debate. 
one paper reported that se­
nior Labour MPs resented 
being ' lectured ' by Dave 
Nellist. 

Ex-left. David Blunkett. 
who voted for the rise, ad­
vised D ave that he should 
have " ... hidden some of his 
l ight under a slightly larger 
bushel"! 

The demand that 
workers ' representatives 
should live on workers ' 
wages is an essential poli ­
tical demand. It is a means 
of combatting the seduction 
of workers' leaders into the 
camp of the capitalists. 

It also raises the author­
ity of the whole labour 
movement. During his 
speech , Dave Nelli st read 
two of the many letters he 
has received congratulat ing 
him on his stand. 

" I certainly don ' t 
begrudge MPs a decent 
wage ," read one, "but I do 
agree with what you sa id 
about trying to live at a 
level sim ilar to that of many 
of your constituents so that 
you can really understand 
their problems.· · 

" I applaud your atti­
tude ... " read another , ''all 
the more when I think that 
unlike a great many MPs 
you undoubtedly have to 
live on what the nation pays 
ycu. I do so also as a 
life-long Conservative, con­
scious all too we ll that 
many MPs in my party are 
well-off and still demand 
the new increase! T hey 
shock me as a pen­
sioner. " 

When it came to the 
vote. a mass turn-out of 407 
MPs voted to pour more 
pounds into their own 
pockets. Only 34 dared to 
vote aga inst , 20 of them 
Labour. · 
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More council cuts 
ON FRIDAY, Environ­
ment Secretary, Nicholas 
Ridley, announced next 
year's rate support grant. 
Councils of all parties say 
they need £29 billion just 
to keep services at their 
present inadequate level 
and pay wage increases 
that have already been 
agreed. 

The Tories are allowing 
local authority spending 
to go up by £1.5 billion 
less than this minimum 
figure, meaning that they 
intend to force councils 
to cut and cut again. 

Rates should be kept 
to 4 per cent, says Ridley, 
and five councils have 
been added to the rate­
capping list. They are 
Liverpool, Manchester, 
Hull, Ealing and Waltham 
Forest. 

Those councils who 
pinned all their hopes on 
'creative accountancy' 
and the return of a La­
bour government are in 
deep trouble this year. 
Reports below show the 
mounting problems fac­
ing local authorities and 
how two London coun­
cils are responding to 
them. 

Lewisham 
LEWISHAM LABOUR 
council's right wing 
leader, Dave Sullivan, 
has released his notes 
showing his thinking on 
the council's £31.2 mil­
lion budget deficit. 

"How does the future 
look?" he asks and 
replies : "Bloody awful." 
Well, that's a fighting 
start! 

He writes off deficit 
budgeting because of 
"the experience of the 
steelworkers, miners, 
GCHQ, the Malvinas(!), 

Lambeth and Liverpool." 
It wouldn't have much 
chance of success, he 
says. 

Lewisham roared de­
fiance at the Tories in 
1985. But weeks later, La ­
bour councillors tamely 
allowed the Tories to set 
the rate for them at a 
council meeting, thus 
helping to isolate Lam­
beth and Liverpool. 

Sullivan favours a 
'dented shield', which 
means he admits, "rent 
increases, increases in 
charges, slowing down 
recru itment, only una­
voidable growth, library 
closures and cuts ca using 
minimal impact etc." If 
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this is a dented sh ield, 
what, we may ask, is ab­
ject surrender? 

The council are now 
trying to rush through 
measures like a £5 rent 
rise and various cuts . 
They obviously have no 
intention of putting up 
any serious campaign of 
res istance. 

The only call Sullivan 
makes on the labour 
movement is to stop giv­
ing councillors a " hard 
time", and to tell voters 
the consequence of vot­
ing Tory (in other words 
it's all the workers' fault.) 
He finishes up . " Don't 
blame me! I voted La­
bour." 

Well, so did most of the 
people who will suffer 
from a cuts package. If 
the Labour council does 
not fight, then it will be 
up to the unions and 
tenants' associations to 
lead the movement 
against the Tor ies. 

By Roger Shrives 
(Deptford Labour Party) 

Brent 
BRENT COUNCIL is fac­
ing a £7 million budget 
deficit this year. City of 
London financiers have 
blocked its creative 
accountancy measures of 
selling off council proper­
ty and leasing it back. 

Commendably, the 
council Labour group 
called a · consultative 
meeting of Party 
members to discuss this 
crisis . But it soon became 
clear at the meeting that 
the group leadersh ip fa­
voured staying in power 
and making cuts . 

They were as defeatist 
as the Lewisham leader 
about "outright defiance 
of the government" 
either through setting a 
deficit budget or not sett­
ing a rate at all. 

Cha irs and Vice-chairs 
of council committees 
have already been asked 
to list where cuts can be 
made and leader, Merle 
Amory, has cal led for a 
free vote on whether to 
have a deficit budget. 

Militant supporters in 
the area will be fighting 
for the council not to 
make cuts and to set a 
deficit budget. 

By John Dolan 
(Brent East Labour 

Party) 

Hard to believe? Tom Sawyer, NUPE representative, going into 
the NEC meeting where he argued for the ending of the Party's 
redundancy agreement because it is too generous. He claimed 
that if his members saw it, they would throw up their hands in 
horror and say 'who negotiated this?'. 

.. and Labou··r's 
MPs could 
end party's 
cash crisis 
SINCE THE MPs' pay 
rise has been passed, 
Dave Nellist has pro­
posed that Labour MPs 
donate five per cent of 
their salaries to the Par­
ty. 

This is his response to 
claims that Labour Weekly , 
Socialist Yowh and New 
Socialist must close and 40 
jobs must go at Labour's 
natioiial hcadq uarters 
because of its financial 
situation. 

Lead balloon 
At the Nat ional Execut­

ive. the right -wing were not 
even prepared to discuss 
ways of raising the money. 
Dave Ne ll ist's letter was 
not even read out. Dennis 
Skinner's proposal that 
MPs pay £1 -2,000 each 
went down like a lead bal­
loon . D avid Blunkett hid 
his light under a bushel by 
being absent when the vore 
came to be taken. 

The closure proposals 
have caused a furore. 40 
constituency parties (CLPs) 
had written in to protest , as 
had 120 MPs and 40 
peers. 

General Secretary , Larry 
Whitty , admitted that the 

banks arc not ··banging on 
the door·· for the Party's 
ove rdraft to be paid off. 
But the NEC agreed to 
make savings of £600.000 
this year and a further 20 
per cent next yea r . 

The proposed re-
organisation at head-
quarters wil l concentrate 
more power in th e Genera l 
Secretary's hands. T he rea l 
reason for the proposals 1s 
po litical not organ isa­
tional. 

Now. the Party's own 
staff arc accusing top of­
fic ials of " chaot ic financial 
control'' and declared they 
have no confidence in 
Whitty. They demand the 
cuts are justified before the 
whole labour movement. 

The papers have won a 
short reprieve and have up 
to 11 September to come 
up with alternat ives to clo­
sure . CLPs have an added 
opportun ity to send let ters 
of protest and in particul ar 
to point out that Socialist 
Youth broke even last yea r 
and that there is no finan­
cial justification for its clo­
sure. 

By a Militant reporter. 

'Is· it a crime 
to be wealthy?' 
" SOME 12 months ago the 
House decided that , as a 
matter of principle, 400,000 
young workers who were on 
£40 or £50 a week-hair­
dressers, those who were 
working in pubs , clubs , 
shops, restaurants and clo­
thing establishments- were 
pricing themselves out of 
jobs. 

"Yet tonight those same 
Tory Members are pre­
pared to vote for an 

increase which 
is-{interruption)-twice 
the amount they considered 
to be too much for those 
young workers ." 

When Dave Nellist made 
this point during the debate 
on MP's pay, one Tory idiot 
interrupted him to ask if he 
thought it was a crime to be 
wealthy . Well , it all de­
pends at whose expense, 
doesn't it? 



No goulds 
for Bryan 
ALL OF a sudden it 
seems that Bryan Gould 
has become the expert on 
how to win elections. 
After having praise sho­
wered on him for 
Labour's 'red rose' elec­
tion campaign, he is urg- · 
ing a complete re-think 
of party policy. 

His argu ment is that 
Tory policies, or a great 
many of them , must be 
popular as Thatcher has 
won three i lections in a 
row. Labour, says Gould , 
must rethink its response to 
council house sales, privati­
sation , tax cuts and Tory 
plans for council estates 
and schools to opt out of 
local authori ty control. 

Liability 
The right-wing Labo ur 

Co-ordi nating Comm ittee . 
Gould's main base of sup­
port within the Party, have 
even argued that these 
Tory policies " offer a fo rm 
of economic and social par­
ticipation for increasing 
numbers of people" . 

So what is the electoral 
evidence for this analysis? 
Thousands of colum n 
inches have been written on 
the ' li ability of the loony 
left ' and the 'menace of the 
militants ' . But a compari ­
son between Gould's 
Dagenh am scat and the 
Liverpoo l Broadgreen seat 

of 'extremist ' Terry Fie lds 
is very instructive . 

In Broadgreen , a new 
constituency in 1983 , which 
would always have been 
Tory before that , with on ly 
a fifth of the electorate 
living in council houses, 
Terry Fields ' majority al­
most doubled in Ju ne to 
6,047 , with one of the big­
gest swings in the coun­
try. 

After losing Southamp­
ton Test in 1979 , Gould 
become MP for Dagenham 
in 1983 with a majority of 
2,997. T his year it fe ll to 
2,469. But in 1979 it was 
I 0,017 and at the election 
before that it was 23 ,490! 
This is a constituency whe­
re half live in council hou­
ses. It ought to be far more 
overwhelmingly Labour 
than Broadgreen , and it 
will be in the future, but 
not on the basis of Gould's 
'yuppie ' policies , but rea l 
sociali st policies to provide 
solutions for working-class 
people. 

Labour lost the e lection 
not because workers were 
fa lling over themselves to 
buy shares, but because a 
clear vision of social ism and 
what it would mean to them 
and their fam ilies in prac­
tical te rms was not pres­
ented. 

By Tim Harris 

Keep Labour socialist I 

Peter Taaffe appealing to the 1983 Labour Party conference against his expulsion. 

Stop expulsio 
of socialists 

n 

PETER TAAFFE, editor of Mili­
tant, answering charges for which 
he was expelled from the Party in 
1983, said: "This attack on us is a 
political attack, not just on Mili­
tant, but on the swing towards the 
left, on the demand fo"r greater 
democracy within this party that 
we have seen over the past three or 
four years". 

By Mike Waddington 

Since 1982. 43 suppo rters of Mili­
ra111 have been expell ed , vict imised for 
their socialist beliefs . Now , however , 
the right wing have given the Party 
notice that they may no longer be 
aiming just at expu lsions; it is more 
likely to be a fu ll-sca le purge. Politi cal 
dissent is to be regarded as rocking . if 
not sinking, the boat. 

Dep uty leade r Roy Hattersley has 
said he is " not in favour of a great 
ro un d of proscriptions and purges and 
disciplinary acti ons", but added that 

specific about Militant' . . 
This is not ' merely' a question of 

democratic rights ; it is about the 
fu ture of the Labour Party and social­
ism. The attack on Militant is against 
those who are fig hting for socialism in 
the Party . 

The media 's post-electio n gushing 
praise fo r Labour's campaign-in 
sharp contrast to the the treatment 
meted out during the campaign it­
self- has a two-fold purpose. 

Firstly it is to protect the new 
right-wing leadership around Kinnock 
who had a complete monopoly over 
the (u nsuccessful) campaign and now 
dominate the Shadow Cabinet. 

Battering ram 
Secondly they hope to act as a 

battering ram within the Party for the 
'one member , one vote· so-called re­
form, in reality a counter-revolution 
to restore the divine right of MPs not 
to have to be acco untable to reselec­
tion conferences. 

Labour being capitalism's 'second e le­
ven ', a reliable team purged of its 
social ism and socialists. 

Unfortu nately for the right wing , 
the condi tions in Brita in will not give 
them time to manoeuvre. Labour will 
shift to the left , as in the CPSA , where 
an education in T hatcher's Britain has 
forced civil servants to the left. 

Labour has a future, but it can only 
be a sociali st future. Peter Taaffe said 
in the speech quoted earli er: " We will 
consider ourselves as members of this 
Party and we will fight to get back 
Ill. 

?;' "some of that may be necessa ry under 
a. the 1983 resolution where we were 
~ 

The ai m is t" weed out the social ist 
left and thus revive the not ion of 

" We wi ll be rehabilitated into this 
Party when those who are demanding 
our expulsion are in the rogues' gall­
ery with the George Browns and other 
tra itors to this movement. .. Now , as 
never before , socialism itself is under 
attack. We appeal to every active 
member of the Labour Party and the 
trade unions to join with us in the fight 
for socialism where it counts. " 
Defend socia lism , become a Militant 
supporte r' 

Bryan Gould at the London Labour Party conference. 
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Secret dossiers 
on LP members 
IN NO fewer than 42 se­
parate cases , 56 Labour 
Party members and 
branches of the LPYS are 
being investigated or being 
referred to the National 
Const itutional Committee 
(NCC) for disciplinary ac­
ti on. 

LOIS AUSTIN from 
Bexleyheath has been 
threatened with expulsion 
for convening an ·unconsti­
tutional' meeting. As a de­
legate to the London La­
bour Party conference, she 
had to spend her time per­
suading MPs and delegates 
to sign letters of protest. 

The LPYS in Eddisbury, 
Cheshire , has been su­
spended and the Leicester 
East branch has been at­
tacked for holding an 'un­
constitutional ' lobby of 
Thatche r during the elec­
tion campaign. 

Four members of Glas­
gow Springburn Labour 
Party are being investigated 
and face lega l proceeding 
as well. Two of them are 
a lso being investigated by 
the police and one by the 
DHSS , after complaints by 
Party officia ls concerning 
their conduct during the 
election. 

In vestigations have also 

been launched into WEN­
DY MILNE and SAM 
GIBSON by Livingston La­
bour Party, ROB EADIE 
of Acton and members of 
Southampton. Mussel­
burgh and Leith Parties . 

South Wales miners ' 
leader IAN ISAAC is to 
appea r before the NCC on 
10 October. and Llanelli 
Labour party are proposing 
to investigate long-standing 
member Muriel Brown­
ing. 

Liverpool Broadgreen 
Labour Party is not being 
allowed to hold its AGM 
until two of its members, 
ELAINE BANNISTER 
and JOSIE AITMAN, 
have been referred to the 
NCC and Knowsley North 
Labour Party has been su­
spended . 

These are just some of 
the most serious examples 
of how Party members ' 
time and money is being 
wasted in internal battles 
against some of the most 
loyal and hard-working 
members. 
GILLINGHAM LA­
BOUR Party is embroiled 
in its third witch-hunt in 
four years. 

The latest move follows a 
visit to Gillingham by 

David Steel, who got hold 
of a copy of Militant and 
shouted: " I thought you 
had been expelled! " T he 
local Liberal candidate 
we nt one better and urged 
Gillingham Labo ur Party to 
·expel the militants ' . 

Labour·s Southern Re­
gional Council asked the 
agent for a report on the 
Steel incident so they could 
carry out an investigation 
and take appopriate acti on. 
The Gillingham Party 's 
executive has endorsed this 
report without even all its 
members being permitted 
to see whose names are on 
it . 

A campaign to defeat 
this attack has begun . A 
public meeting of 55 people 
listened to Ted Gra nt and 
David T urner. now threa­
tened with expulsion. A 
magnificen t £268.48 was 
raised. 

Rush resolutions of pro­
test to Southern Regional 
Labour Party, Owen 
House, Heathside Cre­
scent, Woking , Surrey 
GU22 7AG, and Gillin­
gham Labour Party, 122A 
Twydall Lane , Gillingham, 
Kent . Please send copies to 
D Turner , 74 , Chalfont Dr­
ive , Rainham , Kent . 

Votes 
for sale 
LABOUR PARTY 
members thinking of vot­
ing for 'one member, one 
vote' in the selection of 
MPs, may think again 
after the decision of an 
important sub­
committee last week. 

The Appeals and 
Mediation Committee 
ruled that "whoever pays 
for a person 's member­
ship is irrelevant." It was 
deciding on the case of a 
party branch in Redcar, 
where a block of applica­
tions had been received 
along with subs allegedly 
not paid by the appli­
cants themselves. 

When this was re­
ported to the full Na­
tional Executive, Tony 
Benn remarked that it 
would lead to corruption 
under one member, one 
vote. The prospect opens 
up of selection procedu­
res becoming a competi­
tion to see who can pay 
for the most members. 

A move to refer the 
decision back was lost, 
but another committee 
has been instructed to 
look into the matter. 

The NEC will discuss 
the one member, one 
vote issue on 15 Sep­
tember along with the 
notorious proposals to 
reorganise the Labour 
Party Young Socialists. 
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!socialist summer camp Sell 
Why we need theory 
DURING THE election, 
Labour canvassers often 
heard the comment: "Oh 
sorry, mate, I'm not 
political. " Nothing could 
be further from the 
truth. 

By Dave . Kaplan 

Every wa king hour of a 
worker's life is full of poli­
tical questions: " Will I still 
be in a job tomorrow?" ; 
" Where will I get th e 
money to pay the next 
bill ?"; " How can I afford to 
clothe my kids de­
cently?" 

These political questions 
can only be answered by 
workers the mse lves, 
through unde rsta nding how 
society develops. By learn­
ing th e lessons of their own 
organi sati o n and struggles , 
work ers a re be tte r pre­
pared to fi ght for a decen! 
living . 

Controversy 
The Worke rs' Educati o n 

Gro up Soci alist Summe r 
Camp is drawing nea r . 
Fro m August 8th to 15th . 
yo u ca n hea r some o f the 
best speake rs in the labo ur 
movement . 

Jere my Birch. a frequent 
co ntributor to Mili1a 111 . wi ll 
debate with a member of 
th e Labou r Friends of Is­
rael o n " The Middle 
East-socia li sm o r capital ­
is t turm oil ?" 

" B lack liberation a nd the 
struggle fo r socialism " wi ll 
be take n up by Ph il Framp­
ton. a Labour Partv 
me mber in Mancheste(. 
and D ary l Te ll es. secretary 

All ages 
welcome! 
THE CRECHE facilities 
are brilliant this year. 
There's swimming ev­
ery day, and a nearby 
sports centre open for 
5-13 year olds. Let us 
know if you are bring­
ing children to the 
camp, so we can make 
the necessary arrange­
ments. Trips will be 
organised to the local 
iron mines, as well as 
to the Dean Forest 
Railway in Lydney. 

of the Vauxh all LP Black 
Sectio n . 

Ted Grant wil l be speak­
ing in an important meetin g 
on pe rspecti ves fo r soc ial­
ism in Britain. The re wi ll 
be plenty of con trove rsy in 
the debate ·o rga ni sed with 
the Labour Co-ordinat ing 
Com mittee . o n the issues 
faci ng the Labo ur Party 
after the e lecti o n defeat. 

Inte rnati o na l rallies have 
also bee n orga nised. After 
the Labour gove rnm ent's 
victo ry in Austra li a. how 
much closer a re worke rs to 
achievin g socia li sm? Afte r 
mass ive repressio n a nd 
another Nationa l Pa rty vic­
to ry in So uth Africa. what 

you 

are the perspectives for 
socia li st revolutio n? These 
questions wil l be answe red 
by Marxists from both 
these countries. 

T he re will be courses 
d uring the camp on: racism 
and how to fight it ; the 
hi sto ry and future deve lop­
ments of Britain·s trade 
uni ons ; intern ation al revo­
lutio ns in Asia and Latin 
America; and issues facing 
wo men and youth. 

Entertainment 
We hope th at a wide 

variety of en te rtai nm e nt 
wi ll cater fo r a ll tas tes a t 
the ca mp. Ia n Savi lle , the 

miss summer camp. 

Marxist Magician. will try 
to do a di sa ppea ring trick 
on Paul D anie ls, there·s the 
A39 Theatre Group. fo r 
those not into Shakespeare. 
a nd a local jazz band , if 
you' re fed up with Duran 
D uran. 

Lezli- A nn Barratt , 
director and writer of 
" Business as usua l' ·, will 
spea k on th e making of the 
film a nd the dispute on 
which it is based. 

And what would a 
Summer camp be without a 
7-a-si de foo tball to urn a­
me nt? Make su re your 
tea m gets in training. A ll 
wou ld-be maste rminds wi ll 
be p leased to know th e re 

will also be a q ui z. 
You can e ither buy ready 

made meals fro m the d ining 
marq uee . or ma ke use of 
th e camp shop . 

Deposits for th e camp 
should still be sent in . 
Exete r U ni versity La bour 
Club have se nt in £80 to 
cover part o f the ex pe nses 
of four people. 

Fina ll y . o ur weather 
fo recaste r reminds us th at 
G lo ucestershire has bee n 
one of th e dri est a nd sun ­
niest parts 0f th e country 
ove r the past two weeks of 
rain 1 So the re should be 
nothing to stop yo u from a 
grea t cheap politi ca l ho li­
day . Book up today' 

WORLD SOC IALJST BOOKS 
have a wide selectio n of books fo r 
the courses. 

Marxist economics 
Wage labou r and capita l-Marx (45p) 
Marxist stud y guide on eco nomics 
(50p) Introduction to socialism 

Socialism made easy-Con no ll y (25p) 
Social ism utopian or scientific­
E ngels (50p) 
Marxist classics 
The communist manifesto-Marx a nd 
Enge Is ( 45p) 
The co mmun ist manifesto today -
T rotsky. 
The sta te and revol ution-Lenin (55p) 
Le ft wing commu nism-an in fant il e 
d isorder-Lenin (55 p) 
The unions 
Marx ism a nd the trade 
uni ons-Trotsky (£ 1. 50) 
Women and the struggle for socialism 
Origin of the family, private 
property and the state-E ngels (85 p) 
T he charter for wo me n workers 
(SOp) 

The Russian revolution 
In defence of Octo be r-Trotskv 
Revo lut ion bet rayed-Trotsky (£5 . 75,) 
The third world 
The com in g wo rl d revo lut ion-Grant 
(30p) ~ 
Marxi st study guide o n the colonia l 
revo lut io n (40p) 
The lJSA 
Perspec tives fo r the USA (£I) 
Racism and fascism 
Fascism what it is and how to fight 
it-Trotsky (80p) -
Full booklist a\·ai lable fro m World 
Socia list Books Postage Add 25 pe r 
cent to o rders under £5. 10 per cent 
under £10 . ove r £ 10 post free. Order 
from Wo rld Socia li st Books. 3113 
Hepsco tt Road, London E9 SHB 

LOCAL SE LLERS had no­
thing to lose when they 
started Militant sales at 
Sudbury ma rket in Suf­
folk; it had not been done 
before. They were re­
warded not only with 14 
sales but o ne person 
agreed to take 5 copies a 
week to sell. 

Well over 100 extra 
copies of Militant were 
sold after the recent fea­
ture on London dock­
lands. And activists in 
local tenants' associa­
tions have asked to be 
put in touch with the 
people we interviewed. 

Supporters in Totten­
ham are adding two or 
three new readers weekly 
to their regulars on 
Broadwater Farm. On 
public sales try and make 
a big impact like the 23 
sellers who sold 30 pa­
pers in a very short time 
in Selly Oak. They say it 
produ ced a great atmos­
phere. 

Ted Grant will speak on 
perspectives for Britain. 

What's 
happening! 
ON SUNDAY and Mon­
day, 9 and 10 August, the 
sessions will cover An 
introduction to social­
ism, Youth and the 
struggle for socialism, 
Marxist economics and 
The Russian revolution . 

On Tuesday and Wed­
nesday, sessions will 
cover Marxist classics for 
beginners, The trade 
unions, Marxist econo­
mics and Stalinism. 

Thursday and Friday's 
sessions concentrate on 
Women and the struggle 
for socialism, The third 
world in revolt, Will the 
USA go socialist and Ra­
cism, fascism and how to 
fight them. 

i 
ognise unions ar~ allowed in. 
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Here comes the judge came from Derby because "that is 
my part of the world." But he won't 
be at all lenient if you are black or 
Asian. He claimed at a· recent meet· 
ing that there were up to five 
million illegal immigrants in Bri­
tain. When asked for proof of his 
ludicrous claim, he said he didn't 
have the figu res, "but just go to 
Bradford." 

nications Union seeing the error of 
his ways? He complained to a radio 
interviewer recently that British 
Telecom did not "give a damn for 
the public; they're only concerned 
about profit and the top 200 com­
panies." 

Top 200 companies? Where have 
we heard that before? And haven't 
some members of his union put 
forward a cure for this problem? Is 
Brother Golding a secret Militant 
reader? 

The shopworkers' union USDAW 
and the party oppose seven day 
working but 'Sort out Sunday', a 
pressure group who want Sunday 
trading get a stall. Labour opposes 
nuclear power. Conference has 
called for alternative jobs for nu­
clear power workers and for res­
earch into safe alternative renew­
able power sources. But British 
Nuclear Fuels Ltd., the National 
Nuclear Corporation, and the nu­
clea r waste disposal firm, NIREX 
have all got space to peddle their 
ideas. 

IF YOU ever find yourself in court, 
as defendant, plaintiff or juror, try 
to avoid Judge Michael Argyle, 
public school and Cambridge edu­
cated and a member of the Kennel 
Club. He'll treat you like a dog. 

He suggested judges should be 
able to impose the death sentence 
on anyone carrying out an offence 
carrying a sentence of 15 years or 
more. He threatened to fine a juror 
who spoke briefly to a witness 
£2000. He set free a blackmailer and 
told his victim he should have 
taken up ju-jitsu. 

He has freed a rapist because he 

The only trouble is, even if you do 
avoid Argyle, the judiciary is 
stacked high with such class biased 
racist judges. 

Converted? 
IS JOHN Golding, the general 
secretary of the National Commu-

Space oddity 
WHO RUNS Labour Party confe­
rences? Labour's last NEC dis­
cussed who would get space for 
exhibitions and bookstalls at this 
autumn's conference. The execut­
ive turned down the Campaign 
group's request for a stall. But 
Merck, Sharpe and Dohme, a phar­
maceutical firm who refuse to rec-

The official conference diary 
refuses to advertise the very 
successful Militant meeting at con­
ference. It does advertise a fringe 
meeting on 'share ownership'. The 
organisers? The Stock Exchange. 
Rumour has it that they're getting a 
block vote next year. 
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IS 1n 
ORGANISING A trade union is not easy t hese 
days. Mass unemployment pushes the balance of 
forces towards t he bosses. Many jobs now are 
low paid, temporary and/or part t ime. 

Right wing union leaders often use t hese 
changes in British industry to justify abandoning 
the ideas of solidarity or ditching policies such as 
public ownership. But their own unions need to 

WE MET Debbie during the election campaign in 
Cleethorpes. She works on the night shift at a 
Grimsby fish factory for £77 a week. 

The union in the factory 
is nearly non-existent and 
shop stewards accept what 
ever management offers. 
For the workers. that 
means nothing. 

Grimsby's fishing indus­
try is going down hi ll fas t 
and other factori es have 
laid off workers recently. 
Business consultants move 
from one factory to the 
next. making them more 
·efficient". 

E ffi ciency in their eyes is 
higher pro fits and fewer 
workers. More sackings 
see m on the ca rds but the 
uni o n ~ see m incapable of 
doing anything about it. 

Th is town was once a 
thri ving and famous fishing 
port but lack of investment 
and world marke t trends 
destroyed it slowlv but 
sure l y ~ -

Stolen jobs 
Grimsby docks used to 

be full of small fishing boa ts 
and traw lers but it is now 
empty. The bosses won't 
sec their own high livi ng 
standards cut back so they 
now rob the workers of 
their jobs as well as the 
\vcalth they have created. 

Fish arc now imported 
into Grimsby which is ridi­
culously wasteful. Jobs 
have gone. and as the 
unions fa iled to recruit the 
fi shermen so the j obs which 
remain arc casual as they 
always have been. 

D ebbie told us that the 
fac tory lines arc being shut 
down and she doesn' t ex­
pect hers to last. She goes 

By Pat Mc Ewan 
(secretary Cleethorpes 
women's section, per­

sonal capacity) 

in at 6pm, and works till 
2. with a couple of 20 
minute breaks. There is no 
canteen and the hea ting 
goes off at I 0. The one 
small heater on the wall has 
bee n broken fo r months. It 
is freezi ng co ld . 

When she fini shes at 2, 
she has to get on her bi ke. 
There arc no fac ili t ies to 
ge t women home. Debbie 
had se t up house w ith her 
bov fri end but he worked 
day shift , so they never saw 
one another. They couldn 't 
afford to go out at week­
ends as they had a high 
mortgage. The st ress and 
stra in destroyed thei r hap­
piness and they broke up ; 
it"s a common story for 
many young couples: 

Debbie wants to fight 
back . The union. thougr. 
mee ts at 2.30 in the ;iwrn­
ing when most pcopk .ire 
tired; it should meet Jocf, re 
the shift to get more peo1 · e 
involved . But Debbi•: sa)S 
that Miliwm gives hn 
hope. She wants the hbour 
movement to take up a 
socialist programme that 
will give workers the ener­
gy and the se nse of purpose 
to fi ght back . 

During the electi on she 
helped to canvass for Pat 
Wall in Bradfo rd North. 
She finished work at 2am. 
When she got home an 

-
1ne 

play a m uch fuller role in organising the low 
paid. 

The determination is there. Last week's Mili­
tant showed t he conditions which low waged 
women workers faced in a chicken factory and a 
component fi rm . This week we look at work in 
t he fish industry and how one young worker is 
fighting back. 

hour later she stayed up so 
she wouldn ·t miss us when 
we called to pick her up at 7 
in the morning. 

D ebbie was prepared to 
do that because she saw 
that Pat Wall wasn' t going 
to Parliament to line his 
pockets and get a nice 

career. He was going to 
fight for people like her. 

I'm sure Debbie 
wouldn 't be the only one 
who would show that com­
mitment and fight , even 
against all the odds , if all 
the leaders inspired 
workers with socialism. 
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Sleeping rough in Euston. 

Homeless 
in London 
ONE MORNING recently 
Florence, aged 15, went 
missing. It made the six o' 
clock news. She roughed it 
for two nights before being 
reunited with her anxious 
parents. 

By Graham Lewis 

It 's not an unusual story, 
except that you saw it on 
TV. Florence's father was 
director of the multina­
tional Peugeot, so the Met 
combed the parks and 
streets. If Mark Thatcher 
was lost again , they'd have 
got the helicopters out. 

But if Dad isn' t rich , 
could you so quickly trace 
your ll!issing child? A 
friend told me that his sister 
left home; she was 15 too. 
The police told her parents 
to write to the local papers 
in a few days time. "She 
could be anywhere. We' ll 
send her particulars to Lon­
don." 

Ironically his sister had 
gone into a London cop 
shop to find a place for the 
night but they gave her an 
address without asking her 
name. Homelessness is now 
accepted as part of London 
life. Most don't have Flo­
rence's £300,000 Knights­
bridge flat to go back to. 

Under Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, at ten at night, you 
can see 70 people waiting 
for the soup run from St 
Mungo's. It smells like 
something I used to clean 
aircraft with in a previous 
job. 

Derek was a soldier in the 
British, 'Rhodesian' and 
Omani armies who has 
trouble with his pensions. 
He fought all capitalism's 
dirtiest battles , but they ' re 
not so keen to fight his. 
John's been there three 
weeks. It ' s not so bad in 
summer, except the stalls 
get full. 

As long as there are no 
' incidents ' the police keep 
away but when some punks 
damaged a Rolls Royce they 

. a ll got kicked about a bit. 
" Tons of Money" is playing 
at the National Theatre next 
door. 

There arc more young 
people sleeping rough in 
London than ever, drawn 
by exaggerated stories of 
good living in the 
capital. 

Few councils deal with 
this problem. But there is a 
dire need for direct access 
accommodation, furnished 
bedsits with adequate main­
tenance , and other Qublic 
furnished accommodation 
for single mobile people. 

There should be training 
for staff in the entitlement 
of the homeless and a cam­
paign to scrap the restric­
tions under the 1985 Home­
less Act and the board and 
lodgings regulations. 

Most of all it needs a 
campaign to defend councils 
and expand their housing 
programmes to build a mil­
lion homes a year. Ending 
London 's housing crisis will 
need a fight for socialism.-

Keep the cash flowing 
NUM conferences; the 
real figures are £784 and 
£78 respectively! 

Received % of target achieved Target 

MILITANT DOES not 
have the same opportuni­
ties as Jeffrey Archer to 
make a quick half million. 
But unl ike him we do 
have a bright political fu­
ture provided you keep 
the cash coming in for a 
workers' paper. 

raised by going to 
readers with the new ap­
peal sheets. Point out 
that now's the time to 
prepare for the fightback 
against Thatcher-give 
us a donation to help 
your paper expand . 
Streatham comrades col ­
lected £123 last weekend 
like that. 

Now summer's here 
(maybe) outdoor activi­
ties can make money. El ­
liot Harold from Edin­
burgh raised £16 from a 
cycle ride and £20 came 
in from a Bermondsey 
barbecue. How about 
some seasonal ideas 
from your area? 

1 London 
2 Northern 
3 East Midlands 
4 Scotland West 
s Scotland East 
6 Eastern 
7 Wales 
8 Yorkshire 
9 West Midlands 

10 South West 
11 Merseyside 
12 South East 
13 Manchester 
14 Southern 
15 National 

jTotal 

5704 
2240 
1530 
1631 
1287 
1101 
1689 
2921 
1574 
596 

2038 
588 
961 
685 

17 330 

I I 41,873 I •••••••• 

9400 
4600 
3250 
3500 
2800 
3050 
4850 
8450 
4850 
1900 
7500 
2250 
4050 
3100 
6950 

10,000 I 

We've only a few days 
to go before the end of 
the quarter and we've al­
ready raised more than in 
the first quarter of the 
year, but we still need 
over £25,000 to hit the 
target. 

Supporters across the 
country have shown how 
to raise money. Public 
meetings in West London 
(£357) , Manchester 
(£140), Basildon (£144) 
and the Potteries (£39) 
have helped. 

Thousands can be 

Donations 
If every reader was 

approached for a dona­
tion, we'd easily achieve 
the £70,000. Three sellers 
in the Black Country got 
£13. 70 asking for the £1 
solidarity price. £200 has 
come in from NALGO 
conference. Last week's 
paper greatly un­
derstated how much we 
collected at TGWU and 

But the key is to ask. 
Our newest supporters 
have shown their com­
mitment. A O'Connell 
from West London has 
pledged £25. Thanks also 
to Tariq Kalil (Edinburgh) 
£3, Ian Hogg (Paisley 
LPYS) £20 and many 
more. Rush your cash to 
us by first post on Wed­
nesday 5 August and 
beat the deadline. 
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of the matter that it fact • 
IS 

was not an ordinary 
demonstration; it was something 

a considerably more than 
demonstration, but less than a 
revolution. It was an outburst of 
revolution and counter-revolution 
together, a sharp, sometimes 
sudden elimination of the middle 
elements, while the proletarian 
and bourgeois elements made ·a 
stormy appearance." 

Lenin on the July Days. 

Petrograd on 
1987 IS the seventieth anniversary of the Russian revolution 
history of the working class. 

February 1917 saw a massive movement which toppled tt 
Lenin returned from exile and denounced the coalition gove1 
and compromising socia lists, or 'moderates' as the press · 
today. He drew up a programme for his party, th e Bolshe\ 
break with the 'Provisional' government and the capitali: 

These events were described in issues of Mil itant earlie 
CROSS explains the events which came to be known as the 
city teetered on the brink of another revolution. 

TH E PROV IS!Ol\.AL go,ern ­
ment had so l\ ed non e -of the 
coun tn .. s problems. 

The ,,·ar dragged o n. meaning 
slaughter at the -fro nt and st an a--
ti o n - at home. \\.orkers in the 
cities were aggra,·ate d lw food i 

sho rtages on th'e o ne hand» ''hi le 
profite-crs made fortune s from 
arms prod uction and the black 
mar ket on th e ot her. 

In the ,iJlages . peasant s \1·e re 
beginning to get impatie n t with 
airy promises th at the land ,,·ou ld 
be redi st r ibuted leading to no 
officia l action. -

The soldiers \1-cre demandi ng 
an e nd to the wa r with more a nd 
more i.irge ncy . The bulk of them 
we re peasant conscripts. No t o nl y 
d id the\ wish to avoid dea th at 
th e front. but bv now they a lso 
wished to re turn· to the ir vill ages 
for the ha rvest. les t th <.: i r crops ~ot 
in the field. 

Meanwhile. th e capit a lists re­
garded the inte rve ntio n of the 
;nasses into hi sto rv with ha tred. 
They sabotaged th e eco nom y in 
order to di scred it th e revolution 
and o rga nised a creeping lock­
ou t . 

The Fe bruarv revolution had 
exp loded indep.e ndently o f eve n 
th e socia li st pa rti es and had suc­
ceeded in destroving Tsa ri sm. 
But. above th e h e;ds o f th e 
masses. th e Menshe\'ik and 
Sociali st Revolutionarv leade rs 
formed a coalit io n government 
with libe ral princes and capitalists 
in th e leading positions. 

Februa rv also saw the reviva l o f 
th e sov iets. councils e lected by 
workers. so ldi e rs and peasants in 
city wards . towns and vi ll ages and 
th en at regional a nd nat ional 
leve l. They were a foc us o f 
workers· democracy. whch had 
mo re authority with th e masses 
than th e Provision a l government. 

The Mensheviks a nd SRs had 
the majority in th e m. The masses 
had confidence in these leaders 
whom the T sar's regime had 
denounced as dangero'Us revo lu­
ti o na ri es and in so me cases 
gaoled or ex il ed. 
- But th e compromise rs . as the 
Bolshe,·iks ca ll ed the m. had ac­
ce pted th e d ictates of th e Kade ts . 
who co nt ro lled the provisional 
gove rnment. The governme nt 
and Soviet leaders seemed para­
lvsed bv the contending class for­
ces the revol uti on had a roused 
and the masses became increas­
ingly fru strated with th e co mpro­
mi sist leaders . 

The workers of Pe tro grad we re 
the quickest to draw th e political 
concl usicns from their frustration 
and th e ir politi cisati o n infected 

the so ldi ers posted in the ci t\°. 
The centra li sed T sarist statc had 
mean t that th e capita l had a 
dccisi'e soc ial \1cigh1 in Rus~ ian 
socie ty .. -\ large proportio n o f th e 
\1orking c la-;< ''as co ncentrated in 
th e cit; too. So ro tte n \1·as the 
Tsarist regime. th a t insurrection 
in Pe trog-rad alo ne had been 
eno ugh to finish it off. The pro­
,·ince s had fo1Jo,1cd Pctrograd 
\1·ith little trou ble. -

So . 11·he n the compromi>ers bc­
trJycd their hopes be fore their 
\Crv e\es. the Pctrograd \\O rk crs 
and So ldiers mo\·ed- quick!\ to­
\lards the slogans of Len in a nd 
the Bolshe,iks . 

The Bolshc,·ik s understood 
that thev co ul d not win the 
Mcnshevl k and SR \1·orkers and 
peasa nts si mply by issu in g an 
u ltim atu m to them to drop their 
es ta bli shed party allegiances. Just 
as today workers support mass 
pa rti es. lik e th e Labo ur Pa rty 
beca use o f th e tradition th ev 
represe nt. so most Russian 
workers and peasants loo ked to 
these refo rmi st leaders. 

Soviet power 
So the Bo lsheviks· sloga ns de­

ma nded of these pa rties· leade rs 
that th ey do th e job thei r sup­
porters ex pected them to do. 

The ir ke v demands were th a t 
the socialists break with the Ka­
dets a nd take po litica l powe r into 
their ow n hands. The compro­
mi sers co uld easi ly have don e thi s 
by declar ing th e executive o f the 
Soviet th e gove rnme nt of th e 
country. The Bolshevik sloga ns 
·' Dow n with th e ten capit~1li s t 
mini ste rs ' .. and ··All powe r to th e 
sovie ts 1•• became increasingly 
popular amo ngst the masses. 

Already in June. the Bolshe­
viks had ·cal led a demonstration 
to co incide with the first a ll ­
Russian sov ie t congress . They 
had been unde r speci al pressure 
from the so ldi e rs who opposed 
the gove rnment' s plans for a ne w 
milit a rv offe nsive. 

The · co mp romise rs had an 
ove\1 he lmin g majority a t th e co n­
gress. It demanded that the 
Bolsheviks ca ll off their demons­
tration. But it had been fo rced to 
ca ll an official Soviet demonstra­
ti on for th e following Sunday. 
un der the blandest possible slo­
ga ns. 
- It was a huge success . .. for th e 
Bolsheviks' 400.000 atte nded. but 
to the compromise rs· horror. 
thei.r banners bore the Bolshe­
vik s· ·ex tre mist' sloga ns. Despite 
thi s . the gove rnme nt continued 
o n its rightward course. On 18 
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the brink of revolution 
the richest experience in the 

~ Tsar's dictatorship. In April, 
1ment of capitalist politicians 
•ould undoubtedly call them 
ks, which meant a complete 
:s. 
this year. This week, TONY 
'July Days', when the capital 

Jun e the new offe nsi\·e 
Sta rtcd. 

The Jun e dem o nstra ti o ns 
sho\\'ed the Bolshc\ ik s \\"t:rc the 
leading po litica l force in Pc­
trograd. But the sa me 1\·as not \·et 

· tru e for the rest of th e cotm­
tn·. 

·Mil li ons of so ldiers at the front 
a nd peasants in the p ro \·in ces had 
o nly just hea rd of them . and that 
through the usual!\" \'it ri o lic re­
po rts -of the capita.list press and 
the compromisers. a situation 
fa miliar to .cf i/iu1111 supporters 
toda\·. Th n still had confidence 
in the ir leaders . e \·e n th o ugh th e\" 
often put forward the Bols-heviks· 
dema nds of ··bread. peace and 
la nd ". 

Le nin unde rstood th at soo n 
th ese illusio ns would . turn into 
the ir opposite. But pressure was 
mounting in Pct rogracl for imme­
diate acti o n aga inst Ke re nsky 's 
government. 
- U ltra-left secta ri a ns imagine 
that re \·olutiona ri es mc re l\" have 
to find th e most left po int ·on th e 
po litical spectrum and occupy it . 
But a serio us workers· party has 
to weigh al l th e politi ca l. stra tegic 
a nd tac tica l considera ti ons in a 
situation in o rde r to achi eve vic­
torv . 

The Bo lsheviks could have 
tak e n power in Petrograd in Jun e 
o r Julv . But th e rest o f the coun­
trv would not have followed suit. 
There would have been a repeat 
of the Pa ris Commune of 1871. 
The re the wo rk ers in the Fre nch 
capita l had take n powe r briefly. 
but were eve ntuall y butchered 
into subm ission b\" th e Prussian 
arm y in collaboration with th e 
French capitali st class. 

One of the reaso ns for th is 
tragic defe at was the Commune ·s 
isolation from the rest of Fra nce. 
which allowed the reactionaries 
to regroup o utside the city . 

In Russi a there was th e added 
clanger th at many front-line sol­
diers a t th at stage be li eved th at 
th eir comrades· ~e fusa l to go to 
the front jeopardised th e ir 
cha nces of goi ng home. So the 
Bo lshe\' iks had to restrain th e 
Petrograd masses from a show­
down - with the governme nt. 

Thi s was not the most popular 
policy. especially with many of 
the so ldiers who im agined th at 
the possession of guns gave th e m 
an easy solutio n to a ll problems. 
Thev imagined that a furt her re\"­
olutlo n could be acco mpl ished as 
easilv .as Feb rua rv·s. 

Eve n secti on of th e Party. the 
rawest recruits and th ose closest 
to the impatient masses . were 
affec ted by the prevailing mood. 

Demonstrators scatter from sniper 

and we re less than e nthusias tic in 
putting the Party's positio n 
O\·er. 

On 2 July. the Kadets threw the 
go\"ernment into cri sis. Using 
some timid concessio ns to Ukrai ­
nian nati o nalism as a pretext. the 
four Kadet mini ste rs resigned. In 
rea lity. they knew th at th e offe ns­
i\·e was co ll apsin g and decided to 
le t the compromisers deal with 
the conseque nces on their 
own. 

At the same tim e a company of 
machine-gunners were due to lea­
ve fo r th ; front. On hea ring that 
the coalition had been destroyed. 
and with it the comp romise rs ' 
excuses for the ir po litical in ac­
tion. th e gunne rs· regiment se nt 
delegates round fac to ri es a nd reg­
ime nts calling for an armed 
demonstration~ 

At a standstill 
By 7.0 p.m . the factories were 

at a standstill and a massive 
demo nstrati o n had assembled. 
U nlik e in th e ea rl y days of the 
revo lutio n . middle-class we ll­
wishers were abse nt. ·T oday o nly 
the common slaves of capital 
were marching .. said one partici­
pant. The Liberal. Nabokov. saw 
o nl v ··in sa ne . d umb. beastlike 
faces .. . 

The Bolsheviks were faced with 
an accomp li shed fact. They tried 
to restrain the masses. but to no 
a\"a il. The Party·s Pet rogracl 
Com mittee . which was meeting at 
th e time. had to reconsider the 
position . Just as irresponsible as 
advocat in g a mi staken course of 
act io n . would have been aban­
donin2. the : masses to their fa te 
once - they had taken that 
course. 

Marxi sts cannot a lways chose 

fire. 
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the ground on which to fight . 
Sometimes workers feel forced to 
take action regardless of whether 
th eir leade rs fe e l it is tact ical!\· 
advisable. as the Yorkshi re 
miners leaders have recentlv 
found out. If battle becomes ine­
vitable, Marxists must still advo­
cate the best tactics and strategy. 
If th ese prove correct. the masses 
will suffe r fewer se tbacks and 
draw co rect conclusions from 
their expe ri ences . as has bee n th e 
case in th e course of th e struggles 
in Li ve rpool. 

Bv now. reacti ona ries were 
provoking skirmishes with the 
demonstrators which th ey hoped 
would come to a bloody head. 
The Committee. along with · 
representatives of the Central 
Committee. issued an appeal for 
a peaceful dem o nstration which 
would prese nt its demands to the 
Sovie t executive . a nd joined th e 
ma rch . 

The de mo nst ra tio ns continued 
for a second day. this tim e joined 
by 10.000 from th e Kronst adt 
naval fortress. Inevitably. provo­
cateurs fired on the demonstra­
tion. In the evening. two Cossack 
squadrons sparked off a small 
battle which claimed 13 li ves . 

When they finally faced the 
Soviet leade rs . the workers 2.0 t 
nothin g but e mpty phrases. 
··Take the power. yo u son of a 
bitch. when they give it to you·· . 
o ne worker shouted at a ·socialist' 
ministe r. 

At th e height of th e demonstra­
tions. the rich had rushed to the 
stat io ns . desperate to get out o f 
town. As the move me nt bega n to 
subside. workers found in the 
better-off areas \Vere .attacked 
a nd beaten as the re actionaries 
regained confidence. 

The Bo lshevik Central Com-

mittee called o n workers and so l­
diers to encl the demonstration 
and this time th eir call was 
heeded . At five o "clock in the 
morni ng . th e Soviet' s leaders 
were ·saved· from the workers 
lo bbying the m by officers a nd 
soldiers led by a well-known 
Menshevik li euten a nt. 

Vital lesson 
Workers and soldiers were dis­

o rie nted b\' the lack of results 
from this· mass ive moveme nt. 
Why was it not possible to repeat 
Februarv·s success with the same 
ease? The Jul\' D a\"S were a te m­
porary blow ·to their mora le. 

The ri ghti sts on the o the r hand 
were tre'i'.nendouslv emboldened. 
The compromisers had been ter­
rified bv the masses a nd had 
proved th at they would not act 
against capitalism. The reaction 
raised its head. The Bo lsheviks 
were particularl y viciousl y a t­
tacked. They we re accused of 
o rga nisin g an attempted insurrec­
ti o n. the exact opposi te o f the 
truth. 

Despite the pa inful conse­
que nces. in some se nses the Jul y 
D avs were a n essential expe­
rience for the Bo lshevik Parn 
a nd the advanced workers. 

Afterwards Lenin pointed out 
that if th e comprom ise leaders 
had put the sloga n .. All power to 
th e Soviets·· in to act io n . Russi an 
society would have been trans­
formed peaceful ly. In the Jul y 
D avs . PetroQ.rad·s workers and 
sold i~rs t ri ed to force the 
Mensheviks and SRs to adopt a 
common programme with the 
Bolsheviks . ··Manv st ill cherished 
the illusion that e~erything could 
be obtained by words a nd 
demonstrations.·· remarked 

31 July 1987 M ILITANT 9 

A Guide to names: 

SOME OF the terms used here 
may be unfamiliar to new readers. 
We expla in some below: 

Kadets: Constitutional Demo­
crats. The main capitalist party 
which under the Tsar had de­
manded some political reforms. 
Well-known members : M iliukov, 
Nabokov. 

Socialist Revolutionaries 
(SRs): A non-Marxist party 
which started as a terrorist 
group. Its programme de­
manded some land reform and 
most of its support was among 
the peasants. Well -known mem­
bers: Kerensky. 

Mensheviks: The right wing 
of the Russian Social Democra­
tic Labour Party. They believed 
the revolution was 'bourgeois­
democratic' and not socialist . 
They therefore encouraged the 
Kadets to take the leading posi­
tions. 

Bolsheviks : The revolution­
ary wing of the RSDLP who had 
formed a separate party under 
Lenin . They led the October 
revolution. Leading members 
mentioned: Lenin , Trotsky. 

T rotsky. The partial defeat taught 
the m that th e Bolshevik leaders 
had bee n right in warning that the 
task was not so easv as it had 
see med at first. They iearned that 
the reformist leade-rs had to be 
replaced. Similarly , after indus­
trial struQ.gles todav like the mi­
ners strik-e~ workers turn to activ­
ity in the uni o ns and the Labour 
Party . 

Fo r a final showdown with the 
capitalists. the Petrograd workers 
were forced to conclude , a gen­
eral staff was necessa ry and that 
general staff was the Bolshevik 
Partv. Even out of a setback the 
Pa rty won a deeper loyalty from 
and authority over the masses . 

Trotsky later pointed out that 
th e most difficult t ask of the 
October revolution was not the 
se izure of power. but e nduring 
the struggles and privations 
necessar\" to hold onto it. 

H ere ·too . the Jul y Days and 
their aftermath were a n esse ntial 
lesso n ..... At that time o ur 
workers and so ldi ers wo uld not 
have fought and died fo r Pe­
trograd ... Lenin said. Subsequent 
eve nts were to teach them that 
power could be won a nd kept 
onlv bv their own efforts and 
self-sacrifice tied to the leader­
shi p of Lenin ·s and T ro tsky"s par­
tv . 
· .. As a technical trial... the 

Kadet leader Miliukov wrote . 
" the e xperie nce was fo r th em (the 
Bo lsheviks) undoubted ly of ex­
traorcl inarv value ... It was evide nt 
that when the time came fo r 
repeating the ex pe ri me nt . they 
wou ld carry it more systema­
ticall y and co nsciously.·· 

The Bo lshevi ks did absorb the 
lesso ns of the Jul y D ays and th ey 
were invaluable for the vi ctory in 
October. 
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The ·mpact of ~glasnost' 
Storms ahead for East European Stalinism 
W 

hen East German 
po lice attacked a 
young crowd listening 

to a pop concert across the 
Be rlin wall, the re were cries 
of 'Gorbachev! Gor­
bachev!'-a symptom of the

1 
impact the Russian Commun­
ist Party leac:Je r has had in 
eastern Europe. 

Like the Soviet Un ion itself. 
the co untries of eastern E urope . 
unde r the dead hand of parasitic 
ruling bureaucracies, face econo­
mic stagnat ion. None havt! 
matched the growth of earlier 
yea rs when they reaped the bene­
fits of planned. nat ionalised eco­
nomies. These still represen t a n 
advance over capita lism. but now 
the ruling elites have become an 
absolute fett e r on the further 
development of society . 

Gorbachev has bee n forced to 
a tte mpt ' reform s' to break the 
st ra ngle hold of the state a nd par­
ty officials who live in luxury, 
whil e the workers face sho rtages 
of necessiti es and li vi ng sta ndards 
well below those of weste rn Eu­
rope . 

He has understood that th e 
discontent building up amon gst 
th e workers will explode in a 
po liti cal revo lutio n if nothing is 
done. Like oth er Russian leaders 
before him he is defe nding the 
burea ucracy as a whole by curb­
ing the 'excesses ' of its individual 
compo ne nts . 

He aims to free industry and 
comm e rce fro m the rigid. un­
checked, centrali sed co nt ro l 
which leads to bottlenecks , de lays 
and shoddy quality. with a drive 
aga inst corruption a mo ng of­
ficials. a requirement for e n­
terprises to achieve a profit , 
bonuses for success a nd penalties 
for fa ilure. more openn ess (glas­
nost) in the press and TV . a nd th e 
election , unde r strict bureaucrati c 
control. of fac tory managers and 
party officials. 

This may achieve a brief surge 
in eco nomic growth. but will do 
nothing to change a totalitarian 
syste m run from above by of­
ficia ls who have a vested in te rest 
in its continua ti o n. 

Indeed these measures will 
cause as many problems as they 
solve , as local managers use their 
greater autonomy to get rich 
through corruption a nd e mbezz­
leme nt. 

Russian workers , o n the other 
hand, will ga in nothing . Many are 
already taking wage cuts because 
their factory has fai led to meet 
new quality sta ndards. Their 
'democratic' rights will be a sham. 
with no right to organi se ge nuine 
trade unions or parties. 

The bureaucracy will never 
give up its privileges a nd power 
nor co unten a nce the o ne thing 
which a lone ca n rebuild the eco­
nomy-the democratic control 
a nd ma nage me nt of industry and 
society by th e workers. with ge n­
uine e lections a nd freedo m of 
expressio n and assembl y. 

E ven so. so me of Gorba­
chev's ideas have st ruck a 
cho rd a mo ngst workers in 

easte rn Europe, who are looking 
fo r a way out of the tota lita ri an 
stra it-jacket of their own re­
gimes. 

There has been a mi xed reac­
ti o n fro m the bu reacrats. from 
Cea usescu in Ro mania . who has 
refused to have anyth ing to do 
with Gorbachcv's ' reforms' . to 
Kadar in Hu ngary who claims to 
have already im ple me nted the m. 
And yet th ese a rc the two cou n­
tries with the graves t economic 
crises in eastern Europe. 

"Romani a has so many pro­
blems' · a n unn amed o ffi cial to ld 
the Financial Times " that it is 
ha rdl y the tim e to start to experi­
ment" . The econom y is in a de-

spe ratc sta te. Last winter there 
was virtually no energy for heat­
ing homes a nd wo rkplaces o r 
even cook ing. Onl y 40 watt light 
bu lbs were a ll owed and T V is st ill 
restricted to two hours a dav. 

Ma ny foods have been unav; il ­
able and huge que ues form fo r 
the meagre suppli es th e re arc . 

T he regi me, dominated by 
Ceausescu . his wife , so n 
and numerous re latio ns and 

pl ace-me n . is brutally repressive . 
T he Hun ga ri an-speaking mino r­
ity in Transylvania suffers na­
tional oppress io n as we ll. 

Strikes have been ruth lessly put 
down. It is an offence even to 
own a typewriter without a 
licence. Ceausescu justly fears 
that any tinkering with ' reforms· 
wou ld lead to a n exp losion from 
the workers and eve n fro m withi n 
th e bureaucracy aga inst the 
nepotism and grotesque pe rson ­
al itv cult of the 'conducator' 
(Ie~der) . 

The regime next most hosti le to 
Gorbachev is th at of East Ger­
many . The bureaucracy argues 
that HS the most successful east 
Europea n eco no my, with p rod uc­
tivity 30 per ce nt higher th a n in 
Russia and the highest living stan ­
dards of the easte rn bloc, it has 
no need for reform. 

'"If your neighbour puts up new 
wallpHper in hi s nat , you uo n"t 
have to change your wallpaper '" 
said Kurt Hager , Ministe r fo r 
Ideology . 

In response a pop group com­
posed a song with a refe rence to 
" my friend who papers the wa ll '". 
East German workers , espccial y 
the young, see the contrast with 
West German living sta ndards 
and the restricted conditions in 
which they live. Hence th e 
bureaucracy's fear of any dabb­
ling in ·reform ' . 

" Those who flirt with th e 
banner o f freedom under the 
mo tto of more open.ness will be 
shown th e limits' · warn ed Ma rgot 
Honecke r , Mini ste r for Educa­
tion and part y leade r"s wife. 

I 
n Czechoslovak ia the present 
leaders came to power after. 
th e crushin g by Russian ta nks 

of Dubce k·s ·reform· move me nt 
of 1968 . Many of th e measures 
Gorbachev is proposing a re the 
same as th ose int roduced the n . 

Party leade r Husa k is now 
reluctantly p aying lip service to 
ideas which he has bee n de no unc­
ing for 19 years. He shares Go r­
bachev 's view tha t change is un a­
voidable, hut knows from his own 
experience th e da nger of eve n 
quite limited ' re form s' like Dub­
cek 's whettin g workers' appetite 
fo r wholesale changes in socie­
ty. 

Like the Soviet 
Union, the re­
gimes of Eastern 
Europe face 
stagnation and 
massive opposi­
tion from below. 

A similar fea r of aro using the 
workers is evide nt in Po la nd . 
Ja ruse lski has pledged full sup­
port fo r Gorbachev-style mea­
sures, but can not risk too much 
talk about 'democracy" for fear o f 
e nco uraging a resurgence of sup­
port for ge nuinel y democratic tra­
de unio ns which threa tened th e 
whole bureacracy in 1980. 

Less inhibited is the Bulgaria n 
bureaucracy which has a lready 
gone further th an Gorbachev , by 
setting up 'commercial banks' 
wh ich wi ll ope rate under ' market 
co nditions". " If a n e nte rprise col­
lapses." says party leader Zhi v­
kov ··the ba nk will coll apse too . 
Wh oever does not work well will 
go bankrupt and th at will be 
that"·. 

In rea lity. however. th e eco­
nomy will re main fi rmly und er 
the burea ucracy 's control and th e 
banks' ' indepe ndence· will be a 
sham . 

The regime 's o ffi cia l 'trade 

Gorbachev meets the people in Prague 1987. 

unio n' has even rece ntl y rec­
ogni sed a st rike when wo rke rs 
wa lked o ut aga inst a ma nageme nt 
which cut their wages and th en 
threate ned to remove the machin­
ery from the fac to ry. Thi s was a 
warning sho t from the top 
bureaucrats to its mo re conservat­
ive laye rs. 

Even iso lated , backwa rd Alba­
nia. whose leaders have re main ed 
loyal to orthodox Sta lin ism , are 
fl irt ing with ' reform'. The pa rty 
leaders have ope nly talked of 
.. clumsy a nd incompetent offi ­
cial s... They have introduced 
bonuses for those who exceed the 
plan. "'especia ll y for those who 
create in ve nti o ns, rationalise. or 
ac hi eve tangible ga ins fo r the 
eco no my" · . 

I 
t is Hunga ry. however. which 
provides the best illustrat ion 
o f what Gorbachevi sm means 

in practi ce. a nd shows its li­
mits . 

They have a ll owed more th a n 
one ca ndidate to stand in elec­
tions. though th ey a re a ll nomi­
nated by the bureaucracy and th e 
electi o ns arc still a sha m . The re is 
greate r freedo m for limited ·pri­
vate e nte rpri se". Wages a nd pri­
ces arc mo re free to respo nd to 
·rhc ma rk et". 

Thi s docs not mea n a return to 
capitalism. sin ce the bureacracy 
still re tains overall control at the 
top , but for a minority of trade rs , 
mi dd le-men and bureaucrats , the­
re has been a rise in living stan­
dards a nd th e re is a supe rfici al 
impression of prosperity in the 
streets . 

The economy. however. is in 
deep crisis. D abbling with 'capita­
list ' soluti o ns has brought about 
'capi talist" problems. Hunga ry 
now has zero economic growth 
and a deficit of over e ight billion 
dollars , the highest per capita 
debt in eastern Europe. 

I 0 .000 steel worke rs are to lose 
their jobs ove r two years. 10 ,000 
people a re o ffici a lly ·seeking 
work". 400 e mployme nt offices 
have been esta bli shed and 1,000 

have sta rted work on a new public 
wo rks sche me that pays £ 13-50 a 
week for rubbish coll ection or 
sewage pipe cleaning ! 

Now the regime is bringing in 
an austerity package , int roducing 
VAT, income tax. wage contro ls 
and higher prices. to make th e 
workers pay for the crisis . · 

Economists a re pred icting 
worse to come. According to Res­
zo Nycrs, the 'fathe r · of Hunga­
ry 's ·re form ' programme , "' we 
must acknowledge the econom ic 
fact that structural un e mploy­
me nt in inev itable . eve n under 
socia li sm ." The Industry Min-

. iste r. Laszlo Kapoly i, has a n­
nounced th at 73,000 jobs are ex­
pected. to di sa ppea r bv 1990 as a 
resu lt of 'st ructura l mod ifica­
ti o ns' . 

The burea ucracy has a ll the 
problems caused by unchecked , 
centra li sed control from the top , 
co mpo unded by problems caused 
by usin g 'capitalist" met hods. 

They arc fo rced to vaci ll a te 
be twee n decentra lisation to free 
th e eco no my fro m so me of the 
stran gle ho ld of bureaucracy a nd 
then rece ntra li sati on to e nsure 
that their overall grip o n soc iety is 
not loose ned . 

The system is in a dead-end. 
Only the comple te ove rthrow of 
the bureaucratic ruling castes by 
the workers can establish the four 
principles which Lenin la id down 
as the bas is fo r a de mocratic 
workers· state. 

These are the elect ion of a ll 
officials. subject to the ri ght of 
recall , no offici a l to be paid more 
than the average wage of a skilled 
worker , no stand ing army but a n 
armed people and no bureaucracy 
but th e rotation of administration 
by the whole people. 

Only o n th at basis ca n econo­
mi c growth be achi eved a nd the 
worke rs of eastern Europe be 
liberated fro m th e chains of 
bureaucracy and totalitarian dic­
ta to rship . 

By Pat Craven 

Russian troops in Prague 1968. 
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cr1s1s 
US intervention 
threatens escalation Mine damage to the reflagged tanker Bridgeton last week made a mockery of the US naval prescence 'protecting' 

it, as warships took shelter behind the tanker in case there were more mines about! Intent on confronting Iran 's 
missile bases, the US Navy had failed to take any precautions against mines. The picture above shows a Saudi 
tanker hit by a missile earlier this year. 

THE WAR between Iran and 
Iraq has now entered an en­
tirely new phase, with a 
possible massive escalation, in­
volving direct military inter­
vention by the United Sta­
tes. 

By John Pickard 

T he ' re-flaggi ng· of Kuwaiti o il 
ta nk ers with th e Stars and Stripes 
is specifically d irected against 
Ira n . a provocat io n carrying the 
threat of Libya-style a ir attacks 
aga inst Iranian bases at the 
mouth of the Gulf. It is a n at­
tempt to put mi lita ry pressure o n 
I ran which looks increasingly cap­
able of win nin g th e seve n-year 
war. 

Iran's o il terminal a t Kh arg 
Is la nd has been under attack from 
Iraq for seve ral yea rs a nd Tran has 
re taliated by a ttacking ships from 
Iraq a nd its all ies. including Ku­
wait. Since 1981. over 300 shi os 
have been attacked and a thi rd of 
them destroyed. with the loss of 
200 me rchant sai lors. 

Since the re-flagging and the 
United Nations Secu rity Co un cil 
reso lution calling for a general 
cease -fire. Iraq may for a t ime 
hold back o n its a ttacks o n Ira­
nian ta nkers. c reating a de facto 
truce at sea that I ran would ac­
ce pt . But this is unl ike ly to last 
because the re is no cease-fire o n 
land and th e war which has a lrea­
dy cost up to a mi ll ion lives is 
grinding o n . more a nd more to 
Iraq 's disadva ntage. 

The remorseless military pres­
sure of l ra n- less we ll a rmed b ut 
with a population a nd an eco­
no my three time. bigger tha n its 
e ne my- has brought l raq to th e 
po int where the ·best' it could 
now achieve is a cease-fire forced 

o n Tran by outside interve ntio n . It 
cannot ho pe to win , and looks 
increasingly in cla nger o f coll apse , 
despite massive fin ancial suppo rt 
fro m othe r Arab states and the 
purchase of vast q uantiti es of 
arms. 

It is as a result of t he decisive 
st rategic shi ft against him that 
Iraq 's Sadda m Hussein wa nts to 
see the wa r ' inte rn ati o nali sed · by 
the inte rvent ion of the USA , 
France a nd Britain. It has even 
been suggested that the 'accide n­
tal" Iraqi attack o n the USS Sta rk 
was engineered de li berately to 
draw the USA into th e con­
tl ict. 

After a brief respite . the re fore . 
Iraq i a ttacks on Irani a n shipping 
a re likely to recommence. These 
could provo ke a response fro m 
Tran . whi ch in turn cou ld in ­
trod uce the direct mili tary in volv­
e me nt of imperialism in the 
Gulf. 

Fear 
The will ing in vo lve ment of 

American impe ria li sm. a n cl the 
break in diplo mat ic re la ti o ns be­
twee n Iran o n one side and Bri­
tain and Fra nce on the othe r. 
reflect imperialism 's fear of an 
Iraqi defeat . 

There is enormous discontent 
a nd wa r-weari ness in both coun­
tries. bu t the continued fervour of 
th e I ra ni an revnlution and mil it­
ary successes make these pro­
blems more manageab le in T e h­
ran tha n in Baghdad. 

An Iraqi co llapse. o r a revolu­
ti onary explosion that ove rthrew 
Saddam Husse in. is a recurrent 
nightmare for all the impe rialist 
power> and th e Arab rulers . 
Ei ther would mean a n Ira nian 
victory and the spread of re volu-

Baghdad 
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tion throughout the Gulf States, 
with incalculable repercussions 
for the whole Midd le East . 

Already this year there have 
been a t least half a dozen bomb­
ings in Kuwait , o minously linked 
with the sizeab le loca l Shiite 
population . The fo rtunes of th e 
Kuwaiti regime. more so th a n a ny 
of the other Arab states. are 
in ex tr icab ly linked to those o f 
Iraq . 

Also significant is the fact that 
the Russia n burea ucracy has 
exactly the same fea r of an Ira­
ni an victory as has imperialism. 
They . no less than the USA a nd 
the conserva ti ve Arab sta tes. are 
afra id of the revolutionarv co nse ­
quences of a n Iraqi defeat. ove r­
throwing the status quo in the 
Gulf. 

• Tehran 

/RAN 

For that reason Moscow has 
bee n the biggest military backer 
of Iraq. a nd was the first to offer 
Kuwait the use o f Russ ian o il 
tankers. under th e implicit pro­
tection of the R eel Navy. }'his was 
a n offe r Kuwa it was happy to 
take up a nd use as leverage to 
persuade R eaga n to re-flag other 
tankers. 

Russia has also opened up high 
leve l dip lomat ic contacts with 
Oman , Kuwait , the United Arab 
E mirates. and Saudi Arabia fo r 
the fi rst tim e . and has offered to 
discuss 'security' in the Gulf with 
the USA. Notwithsta nding th e 
mutual suspicion between impe­
ria li sm a nd the Moscow burea u­
cracy. their interests in t he Gulf 
co in cide. 

Sail 
or be 
sacked 
LABOUR M P Dave Nellist 
has revea led t hat the m ul­
tinational oil company, 
Texaco, threatens t o dis­
m iss British sailors refus­
ing to serve in t he 
Gulf. 

He quoted a letter sent 
to seamen on 2 July by Mr 
J .F. Gaffney, general 
manager of Texaco, which 
says : 

"Under NMB conditions 
an . officer has a right to 
refuse to serve on a vessel 
in a War Zone ... In these 
circumstances the Com­
pany would have to con­
sider dismissing those 
employees who were pre­
venting it meeting its con­
tractual commitments, 
and eng,~ging other per­
sonnel... 

Dave Nelli st com-
mented : "Clearly the d r ive 
for profits of this company 
puts the lives of seafarers 
at a lower order of impor­
t ance than a few extra 
dollars per barrel of oil. 
Texaco should immedia­
tely withdraw this threat 
and respect the wishes of 
seafarers." 

[Bangladesh ''I'd die to free South Africa'' 
General strike 
threat to regime 
IN A further demonstration 
of the mounting opposition 
to General Ershad 's regime 
in Bangladesh, an alliance 
of opposition organisations 
have organised a 54 hour 
general strike . This follows 
a 32 hour general strike 
only a week ago, itself the 
longest since martial law 
was lifted last year and 
marks a growing crisis for 
Ershad. 

Hundreds of opposition 
militants burned down an 
army recruitment centre in 
the capital , Dhaka, where 
the strike had overwhelm­
ing support. Riot police 
fired teargas and arrested 
at least 80 people. 

Opposition has focussed 
on the Zilla Parishad Bill , 
which would enable mili t­
ary personnel to have repre­
sentation in the d istrict ad­
ministrations, but the main 
aim of the general str ikG is 

now to force President 
Ershad from power . 
· The present st rike is 
significant in that the pres­
sure of the masses has 
forced the two major oppo­
sition groupings, led hy the 
A wami League and the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Par­
ty, to act together. T he two 
groups split last year over 
the question of whether or 
not to lake part in parlia­
men tary elections. 

Clearly the unstable, 
crisis-r idden capitalist 
system in Bangladesh can­
not even liw with the easing 
of mart ial law · which 
occurcd la~t year. Hence 
E rshad ·s mo\'eS back in that 
direction wi! h the Zilla 
Parish:-id Bill, and the 
shooting and wound ing of 
dozens of stri kers . 

By Tim Harris 

' ·MY WHOLE li fe was one 
big robbe ry a nd now they 
we re robbi ng me again ... 
So Thc:ophili~s Mzuk~1·a . in 
a recent politica l tri al in 
Cape Town . summed up 
the fru strat ion th at led him 
to joining MK. the military 
wing of the ANC. 

The deta il s he gm c in hi s 
defence ll'c rc a ~t a rk indi ct­
me nt of apa rtheid and capi ­
ta li sm. V..1hc n he was 13 the 
death of hi s fat he r. an :ille­
oa!" mi ora nt \\O rker forced 
hi :, mofhc r to · supp~rr' the 
whole famill on the R60 
( £2fl ) pe r ·month as a 
clomc·~tic worke r To cam 
th is piti ful sum ··~he would 
he abse nt fro m dawn to 
du sk .. . She would o nlv sec 
her children over ·wee­
kends. ·· 

In 1976. during the 
>Chools boycott spread ing 
from Soweto . he ti rst cxpc­
riencccl the armed bodies of 
men who ·protect democra­
cy' and free e nterprise for 
the bosses: 

" lt was the first t ime r 
had seen a dead perso n 
who had been kill ed by a 

The Soweto struggles of 
1976 politicised a genera­
tion. 
gun. r thought l was drcarn­
i ng the n . I he came so fru s­
trated because it was clear 
tha t something insane was 
happe ni ng in our coun­
try ... 

Aged 19, he left school to 
support his mo the r , and 
afte r a num ber of jobs whe­
re he su ffered low pay a nd 
racist taunts was e mployed 

as a boiler cleaner a t At h­
lone powe r station: 

"Whe n you got off the 
boiler nobody co ul d rec­
ognise you beca use yo u 
were full of dust from head 
to toe ... There would be 
dust in yo ur nose. in your 
mouth , in your eyes ancl 
eve rywhere. It made you 
sick. But wh at could I 
do?' · 

He got TB . but was 
refused~ a lighter job a nd 
then sacked witho ut com­
pe nsati on . wngcs or leave 
pay. 

Like a slave 
T o get his wages he was 

se nt back a nd forth be­
tween an ''ffic~ in Cape 
Town and the power sta­
tion about 20 times: ··on 
the last day I became so 
furious I ref used to lea vc 
without my money. The 
wh ites looked at me as if l 
was a criminal". 

Conclud ing his evidence , 
he gave hi s verdict on capi­
ta lism and the apartheid 
state: 

" A ftcr a ll th ese ex pe­
riences l came to the con­
clusion tha t it is better for 
me to fi ght to change South 
Africa a nd die in th e pro­
cess rather than continu ing 
to li ve like a slave. l was 
ti red of being kicked 
around ... ! was tired uf be­
ing robbed. I could sc:.:: the 
same thing happen ing to 
my brothers and sisters . 
Better to fig ht fo r fre edo m 
than to live lik e a 
slave . . , 

T heophilius learn t fro m 
a n early age the mea ning of 
capital ism. l ncreasingly 
workers and vouth are 
learn ing the next im porta nt 
lesson : t hat onlv the me­
thods of worl~ing class 
struggle against th e bosses 
and the state , p repar ing for 
mass armed insurrect ion, 
will guarantee its end. Indi ­
vi du al a rmed actions, no 
matte r how dedicated those 
who carry them out . canno t 
succeed . 

Forward to a mass ANC 
o n a socia list program­
me! 
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ciassified Despair of unemployment 
~ Dm Comrnd,., •woy ood P"t mdy S m•lho" "'"" to "' wheth" they '°"Id go"c 'o"th whc« '"PPO"dly thm 
-- Once upon a time there were people o n the dole. help me. There was a man called are jobs. But when you do go south 
20p per word, minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre. Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free . 
All advertisement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication. 

D Wanted co-op and green 
shield stamps. Loose, part or 
full books. All proceeds to 
the fighting fund. Send c/o 
Militant circulation, 3/13 
Hepscott Rd , London ES 
5HB. 

D Out now, t.J.1 5 of L'A­
van6e Socia li ste, French 
Marxist paper. Articles on 
May 1 S68, the Chirac gov­
ernment's arms programme, 
the French nuclear industry, 
need for Socia list/ 
Communist unity, Spain, 
South Africa . Subscription 
rates: £5 for 5 issues (inc. 
postage). £10 for 12 issues. 
Cheques to : L'Avance Socia­
liste, BP no. 705, 75531 Paris, 
Cedex 11. 

D Cassette tapes with two 
issues of Militant (one each 
side). Available fortnightly . 
Tapes £3 .50 per quarter, £13 
per year. To be returned or 
send blank C-SO tapes . Con­
tact Dave: 14 Harrowby 
Road , West Park, Leeds 16. 
Tel: 0532 624S17 . 

D Cassette tape debate. Ri ­
chard Venton (Merseyside 
Militant spokes man) and 
John Slevin (features editor 
Morning Star) . 'Way forward 
after the e lection ' (10 July). 
£1.75 (inc . p&p) from M 
Cock, 30S High St, Ro­
chester, Kent, ME1 1VU. 

D Tom and Gaynor Foley 
- congratulations from all 
Bootle comrades on the 
birth of Cathe rine Ellen , in a 
very eventful week. 

D Congratulations to Joan ­
na and Kevin on the birth of 
baby Sean. From Nottin­
gham Militant supporters. 

Militant meetings 
O Blackburn every Wednes · 
day. The Trades Club, 
8.30pm. 

0 Southampton Marxist dis­
cussion g roup. Wednesdays 
12 .30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
Millbrook, Southampton . 
Creche provided . Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 78687S for de­
tails. 

D East Lewisham LPYS Dis­
co. Saturday 15 August 8-
12pm. Labour club, Limes 
Grove, Lewisham SE 13. 
Ti ckets - waged £2, unwaged 
(1 

Summer barg,. ins from 
World Socialist Books: 
Trotsky Revo lution Be­
trayed now £4.50 
(usually £5.75). 
Dobbs Teamster Rebel­
lion now £4' (usually 
£4.S5). Please add 50p 
postage for each title. 
From WSB, 3/13 Hep­
scott Rd, London ES 
5HB. 

jobs. A whole nation of jobs were My name is Kathy and I am 17. I Mr Smith , he was so he lpful th at I yo u would know no one and be 
the re to be forked out. You could stayed on at school for another had to return everyday just to really lonely. 
get th em here, there and every- ye ar. It was a waste of time and a remind him who I was . A depressed youth 
where. But there were greedy scheme was all that was left fo r me I am in a band called 'H ey Kathy 
people called the Tories. They when I had spent nearly 12 years at Marsha! · Had I not been in a band 
came to power and took them school. So therefore I we nt to the I would have left Liverpool and 

Send us your views, comments or criticism. 

Security firm 
exploitation. 

Families in crisis 
Dear Comrades. This cutt­
ing from the Bristol Journal 
freesheet on 16 July makes 
interesting reading: 

" Our Bristo l office onl y 
wants people who will work 
seven days or nights a 
week . Most of us are on 
less than £2 an hour. Our 
boss thinks we must put our 
wives and kids second and 
never go sick . On top of 
thi s we have now been told 

Dear Comrades , of lack of finance. 
I read with interest the article on child 

abuse. I am a nursery nurse working in a 
Family Centre. We are a preventative 
service to offer support to the family . I 
often talk to parents who cannot cope. No 
jobs, lack of decent education because of 
cuts. Mostly pressure in the family because 

They lack self-esteem, there is no future 
so no motivation. I certainly do not condone 
child abuse but we really must offer more 
help to these families. 

Yours fraternally 
Sylvia Hugton 

Poorest hit hardest 
Dear Comrades, 

Th e Economist ( 4-10 
July) carried an article 
·'Teaching the poor to be 
workers ·· which ca n be 
summed up by two of the 
se ntences in the a rticle. 

The first. fo ll owing a 
paragraph poi nting to the 
need for co un cil tenan ts to 
take more responsibility fo r 
their coun cil estates and 
like ning the estates to ghet­
tos stated the average te­
nants attitude to be " why 
go to work , when most of 
you r neighbours do not" . :;< 
The a rti cle then we nt on to 
give fi gures of the num ber 
of counci l tenants out of 
work or rece iving supple­
mentary benefit. 

The article goes on to 
discuss the idea of an 
American 'workfare· 
scheme. The idea is suppo­
sedl y to teach the 
unemployed how to work. 
but not onl y the 
unemployed! Single pa­
rents come in fo r parti cul ar 
at tention. 

Th e Economisr gave a 
pointer to just how much 
sin gle parents are despised 
by the Tories . ' ·A govern ­
ment which wa nts to resto-

'Newer 
Realism' 
D ear Comrades , 

Whilst reading through a 
Nalgo age nda fo r a fo rth­
coming meeting I came 
across a repo rt of a joint 
NUJ - Nalgo conference on 
privatisation held in Lon­
don las t Febru ary. 

The report began with 
the opening speeches from 
various NUJ and Nalgo 
representatives and an ad­
dress from one Chri stophe r 
Price who co mmen ted th at 
the unions had already lost 
the battle against pri va tisa­
tion because of a fa ilure to 
take the media seri ously 
enough and a lack of power 
over the media. And th at 
remark came at the begi nn­
ing of th e confere nce-talk 
about setting the mood ' 

Yours fraternall y 
Tan Leech 
Nalgo steward 

Maternity benefits have already come under attack in the Fowler Review. Now the Tories are 
turning on single parents. Photo : Dave Sinclair 

re some eleme nt of stigma 
to single-parenthood might 
eventua ll y be tempted to 
oblige even tee nage 

mothers to work. or to look 
for work , in exchange fo r 
benefit'". 

Yours fraternally 

Dave Pollock 
Sca rb rough 

Question on devolution 
Dear Comrades, 

I would be grateful if you 
wou ld clarify the attitude of 
socialists to separate 
assembli es in Scotland and 
Wales . There was an ob­
vious cont radiction in issue 
855 . The a rticle by Alan 
McCombes says that the 
programme of th e Labour 
movement should inco r­
porate the demand fo r a 
Scottish A ssembly. 

Howeve r , th e art icle by 
Alec Thraves says " in re­
a lity. devolution will be 
pushed by the (Labo ur) 
leade rship not in the inte­
rests of the work ing class , 
but as an extra gravy train 
with more jobs for th e boys 
in a new regional 
bureaucracy". 

It i3 clearly contradictory 
to advocate an assembly in 
Scot land without support-

ing a similar chamber for 
the welsh. If a Scottish as­
sembly came into 
existence. this would result 
in a new ferment of natio­
nali sm in Wales . This can­
not be dismissed by saying 
such an assembly would 
mean " more jobs for the 
boys ''. 

Yours fraternall y 
D avid Milsom 
Sheffie ld 

Don't get sick-we're full! 
Dear Comrades , 

Geordies needing hospital treatment in 
the early part of last week wouldn't have 
received much joy at the city 's Royal 
Victoria Infirmary as no-one was being 
admitted. 

Admissions began again on Friday 
though as a lot of patients had died. As the 
hospital morgue was full patients who had 
recently died were either left on the wards 

until there was room (hardly comforting for 
those still living) or sent to other morgues in 
the area. 

The Tories' disrespect and callous treat­
ment of workers during life is bad enough, 
this example shows that in death it's no 
better either. 

Yours fraternally 
Sandra Thompson 
Wallsend Labour Party 

th at there is no pay ri se this 
year , ye t the company we 
work fo r has just received 
increases from all th e com­
panies they have on their 
books .. . We all feel that 
security office rs should at 
least be o n £2 an 
hour ... From 67 security o f­
ficers in Bristo l" . 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Stattock 
Bristo l 

Distant 
sales 
Dear Comrades. 

On a weekly paper sale 
outside the local stee l 
works, a visiting worker 
from Nige ria asked to buy 
the pape r. He explai ned it 
was for a frie nd in Ni ge ria , 
who had req uested th at he 
look out fo r the Milirant 
and th at he se nd a copy 
back to Nigeria. Good 
news obviously travels 
fa r! 

Yo urs fratern a ll y 
Steven McPhee 
Strathclyde 

'Marxist' 
greetings 
SOCIALISTS AND trade 
unionists in Zimbabwe 
were imprisoned for criti­
cising Mugabe for his 
pro-capitalist policies. 
The following letter 
which appeared in the 
Zimbabwean Herald on 
18 June speaks for itself. 

- ~ay. -

{PM hails 
Thatcher 

• victory 
Herald R~ .... -­

't'HE ~~·~ 
' 'd " Minister, 
"' e "Jugabe, h88 con-
gratulated his British 
oount.erpa.n, Mra Mar­
ll'llrt,,"t Thatcber on 
~~·Jn.n.1.ng the e~~n.s 
l'll hei· country laat 
WE'!ek_ 

In his Illes&ig"t> Cde 
Mugabe, saJd: "A~ you . 
and your party ceJe.. 
~rate th.18 historic elee­
;oraJ victory. the Gov-

e.nunen t and people of 
Zimbabwe Join me in 
w I s h I n g you yet 
another 8UCC1e88ful 
tenn Of <>ftice.. 

"We happHy note 
the excellent bilateral 
relation.a Which exist 
hetween Zimbabwe and 
the United Kingdom 
a.nd express the bope 
that they will COlltinue 
to grow from 
Strength to streagth." 

~1 •_•v_n_- , .. ----_,..! 



hich way fo 
for the T U? 
Following the general election 
the Tories are planning a 
further round of attacks on the 
trade unions and their 
members. The poll tax, health, 
education, more anti-union 
legislation, all are in the pi­
peline. 

By Ian Parker 

In these ci rcumstances the rec­
ent biennial conference of the 
TGWU took o n even greater 
importance. The labour move­
ment traditionally looks to Bri­
tain 's biggest union for a lead and 
ord ina ry T &G members , seeing 
the Tory attacks, will expect the ir 
union to defend them. 

Wh at a rc the issues which face 
T&G members? How do th ese 
issues re late to the decisions of 
conference and how will they be 
carri ed out ? 

Low pay. nu clear power. te m­
porary and pa rt - time labo ur , 
agency labo ur . deregu lation of 
publi c transport. privatisation of 
loca l auth o ri ty serv ices affect ev­
ery sectio n of the membership. 
The role of the leadership in 
ensuring the strategy for the next 
two years is put into practice is 
crucial. 

At the mome nt th e union is 
co nducting th e Link Up campaign 
aga inst low pay. whi ch is aimed at 
recruiting temporary and part­
tim c workers as well as those in 
full time work o n low pay. 

The alarm in g decline in the 
membership. a drop of nea rl y o ne 
million since 1979. has compelled 
th e leade rship to actively ca m­
paign amo ngst this section of 
workers. Ti:1cy are in sweat-shop 
conditio11s w·ith few or no rights , 
often ear11.i·n g a pittance. 

In many rece nt disputes such 
workers. o ften young and female, 
have fought for union ·re.cognition 
and rights in di sputes lasti ng 
many months in orde r to achieve 
decent pay and co nd itions. 

Oppos ition to th e slave labour 
YTS sc hemes is T&G policy. but 
it also recognises YTS is here for 
the forsccable future and I 00 per 
cent closed shops . guaranteed 
jobs . uni on rates of pay a re th e 
ma in ways of helping youth who 
arc and will be co nscripted . 

It is vital the youth o n these 
schemes a rc unionised. as has 
begun in th e North East and 
North West. in man y instan ces 
they arc th e first to move into 
struggle. Youth arc the life ­
blood of the union and should be 
encouraged to participate full y in 
the day to day running of th e 
T&G. 

Every regi o n should have a 
yo uth forum where young 
worke rs can discuss what affects 
them. what campaigns can be 
undertaken and to convince 
youth in ge ne ral to join the union 
and get act ive. 

In many areas T&G members 
in the Labour Party Young 
Socia lists have played a leading 
role in ach ieving this. Every 
youn g member should be looking 
at how to improve youth involve­
ment. 

At an organi sational level mea­
sures such as increased represen­
tation at th e youth conference , 
the right to debate and send 
resolutions to the biennial de­
legate conference and the elec­
tion of a national youth officer 
would encourage yo uth activ­
ity. 

The ove rwhelming majority of 

resolutions to th e BDC were on 
the basi s of the election of a 
Labour governm ent. There were 
great expectations amongst the 
rank and file dur ing the election , 
indeed many members worked 
ac ti vely fo r a Labour victory. 

The lessons of the election de­
fe at mu~t not be ignored by T&G 
members . The bold socialist cam­
paign conducted in Liverpool and 
some othe r areas produced large 
swi ngs to Labour. Where policies 
had bee n wate red down and no 
campai gn waged the e lectora te 
ge ne ra lly didn ' t want to know . 

Labour 
Traditionally the T &G , 

through the bloc vote. has played 
a lead in g ro le in the Labour 
Party. particularly at Party confe­
rence . The T &G is seen as a left 
wing union and since the 1960s its 
"'progressive .. stance has been re­
flected in debates on nuclear dis­
armame nt , the 35 hour week , 
e lect io n of th e leade r and reselec­
tion of MPs. 

However. since the general 
election the re have been attempts 
to shift the union to the right. The 
now right wing controlled Gen­
era l Executive Committee has 
carried support for one member 
one vote in the Labour Party. for 
example. 

Ro n Todd, the ge neral secret­
ary, was quite rightly suppo rted 
by the left as the successor to 
Moss Eva ns . At the moment he 
is being pressurised by the right 
and is showing signs of drifting 
away from the left and its poli­
cies. 

He backed one member one 
vote at the biennial and came out 
in favour of maintai ning nuclear 
power for the moment (see last 
issue of Militant) . The general 
trend in the labour movement of 

th e left moving to the right is 
mirrored in the T&G . 

With a lack of perspective and 
fa ilure to understand the stage 
through which society is passing it 
is inevitable th at eve n good lefts 
can be thrown into confusion and 
demoralised by temporary set­
backs. 

As the battles take place on th e 
industrial front the actions of 
Todd and the T &G left will have 
enormous influence . Because of 
this it is im portant to look more 
closely at the left in the 
T&G. 

As with the AUEW under 
Hugh Scanlon the broad left has 
fe lt it sufficient to get individua ls 
e lected to key positions and sit on 
them. So to, for a whole period. 
in th e T &G. And the rightward 
shift in the AUEW after Scanlon 
is also seen in the T &G. 

At the last G EC e lections th e 
left lost control. with th e Presi­
dent. Walter Greendal e. one of 
th e most experienced left 
wingers. losing his seat. a long 
with a few others. 

Although there had been a 
vicious campaign against 
Greendale and the left' by th e 
gutter press prior to the e lections 
(with some he lp from inside the 
union) , virtually no campaign 
took place . The same mistakes 
made in the AUEW of using the 
broad left as just an e lect ion 
machine backfired again. 

The need for an open, 
democratic broad left , along the 
lines of that in the CPSA , where 
the Broad Left has recently won 
control, is needed more than 
ever. Over a number of years the 
CPSA Broad Left has bui lt up a 
reputat ion amongst union mem­
bers as a campaigning body with 
clearly stated policies which fights 
for decent pay and conditions. 

There is constant involvement 

of ordi nary members of the union 
and therefore the Broad Left 
reflects accurate ly the feelings of 
the rank and file. This, and its 
bold presentation of policies has 
enabled it to overcome vicious 
attacks by government , press and 
right wing. 

There have been battles within 
the Broad Left but they were 
never used as an excuse for 
becoming a narrow "word of 
mouth " organisation with union 
members on ly se lectively invited. 
On the contrary , the patient 
explanation and campaigning to 
the union members exposed the 
open strike-breaking ro le of the 
BL84 grouping which had split 
from the Broad Left and now 
openly allies itself with the right 
wing. 

Left victory 
vital for com­
ing industrial 
struggles 

Whilst Marxists in the T&G 
will work with others on the left , 
accepting majority decisions , it 
remains vital to draw the lessons 
of other broad lefts and campaign 
for the left in the T &G to open 
up , involving as many ordinary 
members as possible . 

Ron Todd still has to be sup­
ported as one of the few left 
general secretaries. But it has to 
be recognised that at the moment 
his isolat ion on the GEC and the 
pressure of the right wing in the 
union and wider labour move­
ment is having an effect. 

One of the lessons of that was 
put bluntly by a delegate at tht: 
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ard 

BDC: " When the righr wing a re 
in control they st ick the boot in . 
The left a re too soft, it 's about 
time we took them on." It will be 
events that determine the shift in 
the tops of the unions , not 
bureaucratic manoeuvre or just 
individual sincerity. 

The National Broad Left in the 
NUM was built out of the miners ' 
strike and is an indication of 
the new trend in the unions. The 
rank and file in the NUM rec­
ogni sed that in orde r to guard 
agai nst further damaging splits in 
the uni on and to mobilise at rank 
and file level. a democratic , cam­
paigning body had to be built. 

The best left leade rs, even 
those who have been part of some 
of the more bureaucratic , secret­
ive broad lefts are increasingly rec­
ognising this is th e way forward. It 
is an un avoidable fact that if the 
pressure from th e ranks is off then 
the leaders come under pressure 
to compromise and conciliate at 
the members· expense and can 
shift to the right. 

Over the next few months the 
left in the T&G has a crucial role 
to play. Elections for the GEC 
are coming up as well as the many 
attacks referred to earlier. If the 
right wing are to be defeated we 
have to learn the lessons of how 
bold open campaigns , whether in 
the general election or in trade 
union activities , are the only way 
to defend the working class . 

The opportunities are brilliant. 
The campaign for the GEC elec­
tions could be used to set up an 
active broad left structure in each 
region . These bodies would then 
be used to go out into the 
workplaces and talk to T&G 
members and convince them of 
the policies of the left . Only by all 
the left coming together on these 
lines can we be sure to defeat the 
right wing . 
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~ndustrial Reports 

TheCPSA 
fights back 
Limited period 
appointments dispute 
CPSA MEMBERS in the 
Department of Health 
and Social Security 
(DHSS) have been taking 
industrial action since 
May over management's 
decision to employ staff 
on Limited Period Ap­
pointments (LPAs) 

The governm e nt inte nd 
to ret ra in every member of 
staff in DHSS.loca l offices 
in o rde r to im ple ment th eir 
attacks on cla ima nts be ne­
fit s as o utlin ed in the 1986 
Socia l Security act (com­
mo nl y kn own as the Fowle r 
Reviews). 

Eve n this government 
recogni se that complete 
retra in ing cannot be ad ­
chieved on curre nt staffin g 
leve ls . Their master plan 
th e refore is to employ a fe\\' 
tho usa nd ~taff o n short 
te rm contrac ts of between 
six and twelve mo nths. 
make sure a ll existi ng staff 
arc retrai ned. the n whe n 
be nefits a rc being cut to 
sta rt destroyin g thousands 
of jobs. 

Jobs 
LPA~ 1 ill be th e first 

johs to go-but soon fol­
lowed hy perma nent jobs. 
U nfo rtuna tc lv LPAs. on 
worse te rms tind co nditions 
th an o rdin a n · staff. arc be­
ing used to - cut jobs and 
benefits- a t a tim e when 
the uni ons a re dem a ndin g 
th o usa nds of ext ra jobs to 
go with a proper be nefits 
sys te m to pay claima nts on 
the ir needs ra th er than gov-

e rnme nt costs. Widespread 
industri a l action has al rea­
dy taken place over the 
LPA iss ue. 

Since May over 50 DHSS 
local offices have taken ind­
ustrial actio n over LPAs. It 
has va ri ed from one-day 
walk o uts to 'tit fo r ta t ' 
strik e actio n and a ll out 
strike . 

The ' tit fo r tat' ·ac ti o n 
involves bringin g two 
members o ut o n strike in­
defi nite ly for every LP A 
e mpl oyed. Whilst it is hav­
ing a n effect on manage­
ment we recognise that it 
wi ll no t be sufficen t o n its 
own . 

Three offi ces were . o r 
still are. o n all -o ut st rike. 
They arc 13arrow. Pete rlcc. 
and Hull East. Aberdare 
has go ne back to work a nd 
m ay co me o ut aga in if 
needed . As ma nage mcnt 
force LP As in to offices 
more wil l be tak in g indus­
tri a l ac tion. C PSA is 
de manding a ll ex ist ing LPA 
staff be give n proper. per­
manent jobs . Virtua ll y ev­
ery LPA has joined the 
uni on. because thl'.)' knuw 
their best chance of a per­
manent jobs rests in the 
strength ·of the union . 

The current industrial ac­
tion i., ha1 ing an effect on 
management~ \Ye mu st 
press - o n with the strike 
act ion. escalating whereve r 
poss ibl e. Ult im ately it may 
have to lead to a n a ll -out 
strike in the DHSS as th e 
only way to defend jobs a nd 
benefits. 

The la bo ur move ment 

must give full moral. finan­
cial a nd industri a l suppo rt 
to CPSA's campaign. It is 
o ne whi ch o ur class can 
ide nti fy with a nd support. 
It is just a nd we can win . 

By John Regan 
(CPSA DHSS North 

Eastern Regional 
Secretary) 

Hull 
C PSA pickets at Oriel 
House, DHSS office in Hull 
talked to Ray Duffill. 

Wh at has bee n the res­
ponse from the members to 
atte mpts to introduce 
LP As ') 

The response was I 00 per 
cent solid when we first 
came out. After four weeks 
only a dozen members have 
returned to work. The 
Society members (SCPS) 
are working and providing 
an emergency payments 
service to claimants. 

They are refusing to do 
any work normally done by 
the strikers and are com­
itted to ballot their 
members on strike action if 
they are forced to do this 
work . 

The Society (SC PS) have 
also levied their members 
£2 a head , which raises£ 130 
a week. On top of this an 
average £10 a day is raised 
in a bucket collection at the 
office doors. 

50 to 80 other offices in 
the country are taking ac­
tion of one kind or another 
against the introduction of 

Demo during pay campaign . 

LPA. However , the action is 
not cohesive enough na­
tionally. I'd like to see se­
nior officials calling a na­
tional press conference to 
let those taking action rea­
lise they a re not isolated . 

This wou ld educate other 
members about the LPA 
system and how it will a ffec t 
their area and their office. 
This would lay the basis for 
a national campaign . 

Walsall 
FOR THE past month 
CPSA mcmhers in \\'a l~all 
\\'c ·1 DHSS CPSA office 
have hcen taking ind u~trial 
ac tion al'.a in st the use o r 
LPAs tc) impl eme nl the 
Fowle r Review. 

Walsal l DH SS have see n 
the work load treble due to 
Tha tcher' unemp loyme nt 
po li cies but DHSS manage­
ment have refused to 

increase staffin!! lc" cls to 
cope and give ~laim ants a 

PAY UP 

prompt. e ffi cient se rvice. 
Ye t when it co mes to im­
ple menting cuts the y arc 
perfectly read y to take o n 
extra staff. 

So fo r the pa. t four 
weeks Wa lsa ll West has 
hecn pulling l>ut around 
seven me mbers for e\·erv 
LPA. Co nsequent ly the of­
fice has been clos ing to the 
pu blic by l l .30am~ 

Now the act ion has 
spread to Walsall . Ea:t 
DHSS office . Last week 18 
CPSA member~ were 011 

~trike after the introduction 
of four LPAs. thi;, 11·eek 
t11n <lf the fi1 ·e '>llppleme nt­
a n · benefit ~cctions will be 
cl ~i:-.cd. 

And\' Pri ce. CPSA chai r . 
Wal'>a li E<"t. told us: "! 
was realh· surprised b~ thl'. 
a tt itude of the membership 
when the\' 1·oted 
ovcrn helmingi'y for :ic­
tion. 

It's the first time fo r a£es 
that a call for actio n has 
come from th e floor. We 

had no recom mendat io n 
e ithe r way as we we ren 't 
sure th at members wo uld 
wa nt action so soon after 
the ba llo t defeat o n all -out 
pay strik e .. 

The mood of W alsa ll 
West officl'. has hardened 
too . The CPSA told us that 
regional management of­
fered to makc-n1·0 LPA'i 
permanent and gi\'e unli ­
mited overt ime lO c lear the 
backlo£ of \\·ork- but on 
conditicrn that C PS A ac­
cepted three more LP.-'\ s'. 

This was rejected at a 
mcetin~-the member:, 
\1antcJ~LPA-; made perma­
nent to \ll't·k o n ~upplc­
mcntaf\ benefit caseload 
wit hout am st ring,, The 
office is · <ii read~\ two 
\\'Urkcrs below e1;en th e 
D I !SS' own ag reed st affin g 
level. 
---- - ------

By Nigel Wheatley, 
(unem ployed Astms 

membe r, Walsall) 

Bloomsbury 
DHSS victory 

, Broad Left DuildslfO:m ·Dail of 
ON WEDNESDAY 22 July 
mangement sent in a clerical 
officer to an executive offi­
cer's work at Bloomsbury 
DHSS, a man who had 
worked throug h a previous 
strike at the office. 

The previous day manage­
ment had wanted to discuss 
job flexibility "in t he futu re". 
They obviously believe in 
keeping discussion to a 
minimum. 

Since the national ballot 
on all-out strike was lost 
they had announced the ar­
rival of five regional reserves 
in the office, the first in 14 
months, without prior con­
sultation. 

Despite lengthy consulta­
t ions with the staff rep they 
wouldn't withdraw this indi­
vidual. The branch executive 
called a meeting which 
voted two to one for ac­
tion . 

The union negotiators of­
fered a delay in the start of 
the act ion to give manage­
ment a further chance to 
change their position . The 
two managers said they 
were going out to lunch t il 

after the deadline! 
This shocked even some 

of those who had voted 
against striking. After the 
union had bent over back­
wards t o discuss the case 
manageme nt pressed 
ahead. 

The NEC ag reed to a nego­
tiating team of branch 
members as they had no 
confidence in the BL'84 led 
regiona l leadership, whose 
ro le in the last three years 
has been to repeatedly fai l 
t o defend rights and condi­
tio ns. 

Th is tea m, solidly sup­
ported by t he direct action 
of the members, forced the 
management to climb down 
on work being covered by 
other grades. Regional res­
erves will not be introduced 
before a Whitley meeting on 
Wednesday. 

Thames TV turned up and 
t he membersh ip told them 
stra ight that t he root cause 
of t he dispute was govern­
ment job cuts. 
CPSA branch secreta ry Tony 
Ja mes ta lked to Graham 
Lewis. 
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CPSA activist Kevin Mc­
Grath, assistant secret­
ary of the Company 
House Branch explains 
the situatior. in his 
branch following the de­
feat of the all-out strike 
ballot. 

After initia l de jecti o n we 
rea lised that our branch 
vote had held up well- 208 
fo r. 161 against. Three 
yea rs ago I was one of 24 
voting for strike act ion, 
now there are 161 of us . 
And that is a bas is to bui ld 
o n , not the end of the 
ac tion . 

Nightmare 
Even sectio ns who voted 

aga inst the strike know it's 
go ing to be a nightmare 
now . Fo r us loca ll y th e ha rd 
work has been worthwhi le. 
We are confident of our 
me mbe rs and the vote 
showed when yo u give a 
lead you get the support . 
Most d isappointing was the 

70 .000 who didn't vote. 
O ur problem s don't 

begin and e nd o n pay. With 
regio nal pay . merir pay. 
new techn o logy a nd privati­
sat ion o n the age nda we 
co uld soon be fightin g for 
jo bs as well as pay . 

Ma nage ment will use re­
gio nal and me rit pay 
awards to soften us up . to 
create a div ided unio n . 
crea ting a n ' us a nd them· 
attit ude and patro nisi ng a 
layer of office crawlers (in 
effect victi mi sation of act iv­
ists). 

In Company 's House 
there have been a ttempts a t 
privatisation before. But 
manageme nt backed o ff. 
We cou ld be a ve ry lucra t­
ive sectio n of the civi l ser­
vice fo r th e bosses. New 
management have bee n 
bro ught in recentl y to do a 
job of work on us . 

In Septem ber the staff 
inspectors a re d ue in and 
we cou ld face job losses. 
Wh e n they visited the busi­
ness statistics office in New-

po rt a few yea rs ago 20 jobs 
were axed . The mood of 
th e me mbe rship will be dif­
fe re nt if it comes to redun­
dancies. 

Our workplace has bee n 
fo rced to deve lop a t radi­
ti o n o f struggle. We ha\·e 
o rga nised a se rie s o f walk ­
o uts, forcing ma nagem e nt 
to back off. 

New activists 
In one instance th e threat 

of sacking hung over a man 
whose only crime was hav­
ing cystic fibrosis . On 
a nother occasion we 
waiked uul over a person 
be ing suspended for 
·gazetti ng' Boots the 
Chem ist chai n (which 
wou ld give the impression 
Boots was goin g bankrupt) 
a nd the sha re pri ce fe ll. To 
make a mistake now means 
you get sent home. 

We are patientl y building 
fo r the future. Usually we 
have to cajole people to 
take branch committee 

positi o ns. Now there a rc 
three nominat io ns for o ne 
BC posit ion which has be­
come vaca nt. A new layer 
of ac t i1·ists are pushing for 
positions in o rder to fight 
back aga inst the esca lat io n 
of attacks o n our 
members. 

Kevin Roddy was the 
executi ve member who 
covered Wa les duri ng the 
bal lot ca mpa ign. Even 
so me o f th ose who d id n' t 
vote to strike were im­
pressed by someone who 
the y saw as a fighter , who 
does not me rely spend hi s 
time in London and se ll us 
o ut. 

CPSA members arc 
ioo king for a way forward . 
With leade rs like Kevin 
Roddy and an active Broad 
Left. built fro m wo rkplace 
participatio n. O ur un io n 
will no t be de fea ted by t his 
ba ll o t result but wi ll pre­
pare for the next stage of 
the struggle. CPSA 
members must join the 
Broad Left now. 



Yorkshire 
miners still 
prepared 
Interview with a Yorkshire miner at Stillingfleet pit 
following the victimisation of branch secretary Ted Scott. 
Can you tell us why Ted was 
sacked? 
It was for adhering to the NUM/ 
manage ment Yo;kshire agree­
ment th at coal would no t be cut 
on overtime. The pit manage r 
ordered the men to cut coal at 
weekends . But Ted stood firm 
and instructed the me n not to do 
so. 
What was the response of manage­
ment? 
They sa id th at if coa l was not cut 
the men wouldn ' t be paid as this 
was the only overtime work avail-
ab le . -

The men decided to down tools 
and go home. They were so angry 
they were going to remove safety 
cover. But Ted acted responsibly 
and ensu red the cover was pro­
vided. 
What happened the following 
Monday? 
Ted. the branch treasurer and 
acting president were all su­
spended under th e new code and 
ordered to appear at a di sciplin­
ary hea ring. At this hearing the 
treas ure r and president were 
reinstated. But Ted was sacked 
under the trumped-up charge of 
"gross industria l misconduct" '. 

Whal was the mood of the men? 
To say the least it was very angry 
and they wanted immediate stri ke 
acti on. They sec it not onl y as a 
grave injustice but as an attack on 
the whole union. 

Unfortunately at a meeting 
he ld in the pit canteen it was 
revea led that the Yorkshire lea­
dership was asking us to stay in 
work so as not to prejudice Ted 's 
appeal. 

After a stormy meeting the 
men agreed to abide by this deci­
sion so as not to appear split in 
manageme nt 's eyes. 
What do you think will be the 
result of Ted's appeal? 
I and a lot of the other mine rs 
think he will remain sacked . Al­
though there is some confusion 
the mood amongst the lads is 
buzzing . If Ted isn't reinstated. 
the men at Stillingfleet and other 
sites in the Selby complex want 
all-out act ion . 

A lo t of the men have lost the ir 
illusions in the Area leadership 
over this and are saying they wil l 
force th em into backing us. If Ted 
is sacked they must call an imme­
diate Area stoppage .An attack on 
one is an attack on al l. 

Pickets at Kilnhurst colliery during the S. Yorkshire strike. 
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Several hundred people marched in Liverpool on 25 July in support of the Moat House Hotel strikers. 

Abbey meat packers 
180 MEMBERS of Usdaw 
(including 45 women workers) 
at the Abbey Meat Packers 
plant on the outskirts of Bel­
fast have been locked out since 
the 8th June. 

This is the second lock-out in 
18 months . and th e last one conti­
nued for 9 month s! The Usdaw 
members at this plant- the work­
force is 50 per cent Protestant and 
50 percent Catholic-have fought 
a tenacious battle over many 
years against a succession of 
bosses in order to establish a 
viable trade uni o n organ isa­
tion . 

Their tradition of struggle is 
well known . In October 1975 . 
having just return ed to work after 
a strike over wages and condi­
tions. one of th e ir membe rs was 
shot by a sectarian gunman on the 
way to work. The entire work­
force came out on strike and 
remained out for nearly a month 
until they received assurances 
from the UVF and th e IRA th at 
they would be left alo ne . 

Bill Webster spoke to Paddy 
Lillis. Usdaw Branch Secretary 
and Chairman of the Strike Com­
mittee . 

'"Th is is an official dispute be­
tween Usdaw and the ccompany. 
The German ow ners (Agna Trad-

ing Group) locked u-s out beca use 
we refused to work overtime 
whilst work ing a 2 and 3 day week 
which began last August. Our 
argum ent was if overtime was 
necessary then so too was the 
need for 5 day production . 

··Another factor which forced 
their hand was our un animous 
refusa l to accept an annual wage 
increase of £3.50 for the highest 
paid and £ 1. 70 for the lowest paid 
workers. Abbey Meats had the 
biggest throughput for beef in 
Northern Ireland in 1986. Their 
" declared" profits were £8m. 
Even a £20 per week increase 
(w hich we were not asking for) 
would still leave them with over 
£7 .5m profit' 

Determined 
··This company is trying to 

smash Usdaw at this plant- they 
won "t succeed 1 They have stated 
that the shop stewards and a 
hard-core of 40 union acti vists 
will not be taken back after this 
dispute is over. On the 16th July 
they told us that we had a ll been 
dismissed. 

" At every stage the bosses have 
refused to negotiate wi th the shop 
stewards and union officials. Our 
members a re standing absolutely 
firm and are determined to sec 

this through. You have see n the 
mood of the pickets this morn­
ing- the men make th e tea in the 
ca ravan. not the women! 170 
members are rostered on picket 
duty. We have the support of th e 
local community, the tenants. 
small shop-keepers and pub ow­
ners. 

" Our picket line is honoured by 
other unions. For example the 
UCW will not deliver mail. We 
got an emergency resolution 
passed at the recent !CTU in 
Cork giving us full support-the 
delegates also contributed 
hundreds of pounds to our ap­
peal. Our demands for an end to 
this dispute are quite straightfor­
ward. 

·'We want a decent pay rise. an 
end to short-time worki ng . every­
o ne back to work with continuity 
of service and our gre ivances 
hea rd in a fair manner. We would 
appeal to the suppo rters of the 
Milirant in Britain and Ireland to 
come to our support. We urgently 
need financial assistance and 
messages of solida rity ." 

Please send don at ions and sup­
port to Paddy Lillis, Usdaw 
Branch Secretary. 70 Langlands 
Park, Whitehouse , Newtonab­
bey . BT367NG , Northern Ire­
land. 

Scottish bus workers Gateshead council strike 
FOR THREE weeks inci­
nerator workers from the 
Transport and Cleansing 
Department have been on 
strike against the right-wing 
Labour Gateshead Council. 
The dispute was started 
over the sacking of a driver 
who refused to be trans­
ferred to another vehicle, 
but management 's motives 
go deeper than that. They 
deliberately instigated the 
strike and workers fear it to 
be the first step towards 
defeating the unions in 
order to privatise. 

The council is spending 
an estimated £20,000 per 
week to break the strike. 
On top of this, manage­
ment, together with council 
leaders have consciously 
delayed an appeal until 
after this weekend when the 
council goes into recess for 
four weeks. They intend to 
prolong the strike until Sep­
tember by which time they 
hope the strike will have 
crumbled. But as one 
worker told us: "If manage­
ment want a fight we'll give 
them one." 

On Friday 17 July Scott­
ish bus (SBG) drivers 
began their industrial ac­
tion in defence of wages 
and conditions. 

Union representatives 
met ma nage ment on th e 
same day to continue talks 
which have been goi ng on 
since February. Manage­
ment proposed a new deal 
on pay and conditi o ns 
which mea nt a reduction o f 
£35 per week for each 
drive r in the SBG. 

Deregulation 
Thi~ is a direct resu lt of 

deregu lation. The Tories 
say it is for the good of the 
public but it has only led to 
wo r!->c conditions for th e 
workers in th e bus indus­
try . 

On Frid ay the union 
asked management to look 
at a proposed deal which 
th e un ion had put forward. 
Mana 0 cment totally re­
jcctect°thc offe r. saying they 

were not in a position to 
answer our claim. 

The union found thi s 
incred ible as it had been 
the same negotiator since 
February. They union then 
told management the result 
of a Scottish ballot on their 
offer made over nine weeks 
ago. 

lt had been overwhelm­
ingly rejected at local 
branch meetings . The bal ­
lot showed 82 per cent in 
favour of industrial act ion 
for an increased offer. 

The union pointed out 
that by refusing to continue 
talk - management were 
putting the public at risk on 
the main holiday weekend 
in the West of° Scotland . 

A Mr Whittle, a director 
o f the SBG , said that the 
talk s had "reached a sterile 
stage. , and saw no point in 
continuing. 

B1.:cause of the holiday 
weekend the union only 
called out four companies 
and selected depots in 
other areas. Management , 

as usual. were totall y 
unprepared for the fact that 
th e members were pre­
pared to fight with the res­
ult th at thousands of holi­
daymakers were left 
stranded . 

On Tuesday 21 July the 
union were asked to meet 
to avert an all-out stoppage 
called for Wednesday and 
Thursday. but aga in talks 
broke down and the strike 
went ahead with all 5,500 
members on SBG coming 
out until Monday. 

Unanimous 
All members were asked 

to return to work until a full 
delegate meeting on Wed­
nesday 29 July which will 
decide what action to take 
next. 

Clydcside Scottish he ld a 
mass meeting o n Sunday to 

let the membership know 
what had been happening 
at all of these ta lks and also 
to tell them rhat the shop 
steward from the Greenock 

depot had been dismissed 
for all eged "' industrial mi­
sconduct" ' . 

The meeting unani-
mously decided th at no 
member of Clydeside Scott­
ish would return to work 
until the dismissed shop 
steward was reinstated. 
The meeting also decided 
to picket other depots to 
get the support of everyone 
in the SBG . 

During the dispute th e 
support from members of 
the public has been terrific. 
Drivers from SBG 's main 
competi tor in the West ot 
Scotland have also lent 
their support. 

Buses hired from Strath­
clyde Buses Ltd to take 
strik ing members to a lobby 
of the Thursday meet ing 
were driven by their shop 
s teward~ who refused to 
take any wages. 

The drivers a nd con­
ductors arc determined not 
to pay for Maggie's deregu­
lati on out of their already 
low pay. 

Polic·e.-~- att_a,ck .-on pickets 
·- . . \ --... - - _,. 

ON FRIDAY 17 July, re­
ports Bob Harker . several 
pickets were injured and 
two arrested when police 
attacked women strikers 
outside the gates of HFW 
Plastics in Gateshead. 

Workers w·ere horrified 
to sec police dragging the 6 
' 'official " pickets out of the 
road by the hair, neck , 
arms and legs. Militant sup­
porter Kevin Henderson is 
now wearing a surgical col-

tar after being punched by a 
police officer. Among 
others attacked were Sandy 
Black and Carol Horne, 
SOGAT official Dave Grif­
fis, and Bob himself. 

The following morning 
200 workers marched 
through Gateshead in pro­
test at the police action. We 
hope to print a fuller report 
on this dispute in a future 
issue of the paper. 
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We expose the plight of youth in Rochdale 

THE RECENT General Elec­
tion result meant a further 
widening of the gulf between 
rich and poor in Britain. 
Whilst £8m was added to the 
Stock Exchange the day after 
the election, a generation of 
vouth have been forced onto 
the scrapheap by the Tor­
ies. 

From Rochd a le. we report on a 
horr ifi c a nd up to nO\\' unto ld 
story of th e plight of young 
people on \ 'TS. livin g in lodg­
ings. 

The\· work 39 ho urs a \\Cek. 
and ha \·e o nl\ £.5 to spend ' 

"Norman Teb­
bit said to get 
on our bikes 
and look for 
work. Where 
can I get a 
bike for £5?" 

The ir la ndl ad\. Mrs Cathv 
Morgan. contacte.d ,\fi/ira111 to ex­
pose~ thi s scandal. The re nt th e 
YTSers pay is £44 each per week. 
The Social onlv pay £37 towards 
it. so £7 has to come out of th eir 
£27 pay to make it up . With a 
ten ner for food a nd £7.50 bus 
fares th ev' re left with £4-5. 

The o~l\' wa\' the kids ha\'e 
survived is- beca.use th e landlad\ 
has been feeding and clothing 
them. No ne of them can re turn 
home as they left due to per~o n al 
and family problems in the first 
place. If the\· received a \\·age 
increase it would be taken off 
them to pay towards their rent 

Milital\t 

because rent benefit would be 
cut. 

The chance of a you ng perso n 
getting a flat are a million to one. 
E\·en if they did. the govern me nt 
ha s stopped gran ts for furniture 
If thev pack their YTS courses in. 
under the new Ton· proposals 
the\' would ha\e their dole 
stopped. The three young people 
in the house. Tonie JO\·le . Chri­
stopher Scale a nd Sharon Barnell 
have only o ne option-to carry 
o n working for £5 a week. 

Rochdal; has an estimated 200 
young people o n YTS li ving in 
board and lodgi ng accommoda­
tion Chris bitter!~· summ ed up 
their miserable plight: "No rm an 
T ebbit sa id to get on our bikes 
a nd look for 1\·ork. Where can I 
buy a bike for £5 ')" 

As if this \1·asn ·r bad e nough. 
conditions in the hou se are ter­
ribl e. i'vlrs Morgan has been wait­
ing fo r re pairs~ for 5 years. 

The Labo ur and Trade Unio n 
move men t mu st fight for: 
*Trade Un ion recruitment of a ll 
t hose on government schemes. 
*Trade Un io n rate s of pay. a nd 
monitoring of training. 
* A genuine choice for eve ry 16 
year old: to continue in educa­
tion. or propr .- training. or a 
proper job. with decent grants or 
pav. 
* End th e threat to benefits for 
turning down a place o n YTS or 
JTS . 
* Cheap rented accommodat io n 
fo r young people. 

The vou th of R ochdale aren't 
an iso i'a ted exampl e. In That­
cher's Britain stories sim ilar to 
this could be repeated again and 
again. Her gove rnm en t and her 
rotte n profits-before-people 
sys tem has to be dumped. Young 
people like Tonie. Chri s and Sha­
ron will make sure it is. 

False claim by 
Cyril Smith 

WHILST THE conditions facing young people in Thatcher's 
"booming" Britain are getting worse, they are still accused of 
being workshy by the Tories and their friends in the Press, 
ever keen to make cheap political capital. 

The Liberal MP for Rochdale Cyril Smith does not seem to 
be immune from this. He recently claimed on Question Time 
that a firm in his constituency could not fill unskilled vacancies 
which paid £160 per week. This claim was followed up and the 
firm denied that any such jobs existed. The personnel 
manager said he was "highly embarrassed" by Mr Smith's. 
claims! 

Big Cyril's concern for the unemployed youth of Rochdale 
didn't prevent him from voting for a hefty 22 percent pay rise 
for MP's. 
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Donate Whatwestan 
I would like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund . 

Sell 
I would like to sell 

• The immediate introduction 
of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment. 

and small business people. laws and reversal of at­
tacks on the trade unions. 

Name · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · papers per week (minimum 5) 
on a sale or return basis. 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, 
education, the health ser­
vice, etc. 

• Opposition to the capitalist 
Common Market. the EEC. 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a World Socialist 
Federation. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen­
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
with the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and inter­
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust. Address · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Subscribe 

t .. ..... ...... ... .. . .... . 
• A minimum wage of £ 120 

a week tied to the cost of 
living for all, including sick 
and disabled people . 

• Workers' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, one­
third from the TUC repre­
senting the working class 
as a whole, and one-third 
from the government . 

• Nationalisation of the top 
200 monopolies, including 
the banks and insurance 
companies which control 
80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the economy. This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parliament 
with minimum compensa­
tion on the basis of proven 
need . 
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* Special offer next 4 issues for £1.00! 

UK 13 issues .. £5.50 26 issues £11.00 
Europe : 26 issues £15.00 
Rest of World : 26 issues £18 00 

Return to the Circulation Department, Militant, 3 /1 3 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

Subscription rates: 

52 issues £22 00 
52 issues £30 00 
52 issues £36.00 

Make cheques payable to 
Militant. 

• A socialist plan of produc­
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trade unions, shop 
stewards. the unwaged 

• Opposition t o the Tory 
government's anti-union 


