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CAMILLA CREVILLO is a second year student 
nurse. She works at Edgware General Hos
pital; which is in the same borough as 
Thatcher's constituency Finchley. 

She to ld Miliwnr : ·· Every 
now and aga in the paper's 
start savi ng th at nurses a re 
all ·an.gels· and deserve 
mo re mo ne y. But we do n't 
need complimen ts. we need 
act ion. 

"We also have to fight 
for more re sources to ir;:Jp
ro,·e co nditions in th e 
NHS. othern·ise a pay rise 
by itself would just be a 
form of danger mon ey. 

.. A large proportion of 
nursing staft arc st udents: 
.it nights vou ca n get one 
charg-e mirse and - mavbe 
two -s tude nts o n a 2-1 bed 
ward. 

"If the charge nurse has a 
lot of work on~ the students 
are dealing wi th all the pro
blems. We work a 36 ho ur 
week wi th verv unsocial 
hours for very ·low pay. 

" There are two general 
hospitals for this borough. 
the sma ll district hospitals 
have been closed. There ·s a 
·1ew da\' unit at Edgware. 
but to ·make up fo'°i- it a 
surgical ward has shut 
dO\~· n at weekends . So . 
eve n if the re are a ny comp
lications afte r an operation. 
the pati ent has to move to 

another ward. 
"One woman recent ly 

gave birth to twins born 
prematurely: the babies 
needed a lot of care. and 
the mother had comp li ca
tions. But there was o nl v 
o ne bed he re. so th e 
mother and o ne bab\' ca me 
into this hospital while the 
father took the other baby 
to a hospital in central Lon
don. 

Difficult 
··sadl\'. the babv here 

died. Difficu lt situations 
are being made worse b\' 
cuts and- shortages. · 

"Some doctors ha,·e talk
ed about just paying more 
for specialised nursing 
staff. If 'ou .train to be a 
midwife . or for intensive 
care. vou even have to go 
back to student pa\' whne 
you're training! 

·· But ,,.e need decent 
wages and condit ions for all 
staff. Most nurses have to 
do agencv work to get bv. 
Whe~1 poll tax comes in \~e 
will a ll have to pay th at. 
Bad pay and cutbacks for 
ancill ary workers cause 
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• Fight the health cuts! 
• For a massive injec

tion of funds into the 
NHS! 

• End private medicine. 
• Nationalise the phar

maceutical industry. 

problems in the ,,·ards if. 
for instance. there's o nl y 
o ne u,·crworked domes
tic . 

Camil la Cre\'illo is an ac
ti,·e member of the health 
union COHSE. Most 
nurses belong to the Roval ' 
College of Nursing . which 
has a ·no-strike · clause in its 
constitut ion. Now there ·s a 
lot of pressure to drop this 
clause. All health sen·ice 
,,·orke r need to fight the 
cuts and get the bacl ing of 
other trade unionists. 

Nobodv believes the 
NHS is safe in Tor\' hands: 
Thatcher '' ould be happy 
to rep lace the "!HS with a 
orivate svstem for those 
~'' ho ca n ·afford it. 

The co nservati ve Ro,·a l 
College of Phvsicians. Obs
tetricians · and 
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Gynaecologists a ll report 
the Hea lth Service is a t 
breaking point. In rural 
Shropshire. the Whitchurch 
Ladies· Friendh· Club. the 
Lions a nd Ro und Table 
ha,·e gone bevo nd fundrais 
ing acti\'ities "and organi sed 
a - demonstration -against 
local hospital closures. 

The Labour Party and 
the uni o ns must active lv 
campaign now for a mas
sive injection of funds into 
the hea lth service . to pay a 
decent wage to a ll health 
,,·orkers. and to reve rse th e 
cutbacks. 

Labour MP D ave Nellist 
sa id last week that anv 
deaths due to NHS cuts 
would be murder . Don' t let 
the Tories destrov o ur he al
th service. Fight the cuts 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 
M 

RALLY'88 
Alexandra Palace 
Sunday 19 June 

Tickets £6 
Order your ticket now! F.rom Militant Ral

ly, 3/13 Hepscott Rd , London E9 . 

Local 
services 
threatened -
pages 7,8,9 

Bermondsey Labour 
Party- guilty of 
socialism- page 4 

Protesting at the proposed closure of Whitley Hospital, 
Coventry. Photo: Dave Sinclair 

£50,000 Target 5 January deadline 
Amount raised: £10,301 See page 7 for details of how you can help 
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Summit will not 
bring world peace 

THE PRESS briefings from the White House and 
the Kremlin, faithfull y reproduced in the media -
from the Tory tabl oids to the Morning Star-have 
hailed the Washington summit as an historic break
through to world peace. 

But nothing fundamenta l has changed. The treaty 
on Intermediate Nuclear Forces (TNF) removes only 
four per cent of the world 's 60.000 nuclear 
weapons , those with a range of betwee n 315 and 
3,125 miles. They comprise 332 American and 1,435 
Russian missiles. 

The deal leaves out all th e long-range strategic 
missiles, many short-range ' battlefield ' nuclear 
weapons and all the dead ly conventional , chemical 
and biological weapons . 

The strategic arms reduction ta lks, wh ich con
t inued at the summit , aim to red uce the number of 
long-range missiles by half. But even if that were 
ever agreed , while it would mean a bigger reduction 
than the INF deal, it wou ld still leave enough 
weapons to destroy all life on ea rth several times 
over. 

As with the INF deal, these talks concern 
weapons which are either obsolete or of secondary 
importance. Both sides a re now concentrating on 
more mobile sea-based systems, like Britain 's Tri 
dent. Some of the warheads o n the missil es to be 
scrapped will be used on new missil es which are not 
covered by the treaty. 

On the American side , the biggest item in the 
defence b11dget is now the Strategic Defence In
itiative (Star Wars). If it is eve r put into operation , it 
will render much of the present weaponry obsolete . 
Gorbachev has now conceded th at they too are now 
developing a version of SDI. 

The arms race wi ll continue, though thi s docs not 
mean a nuclear war is likel y. The Russian bureauc
racy has no interest in waging a war agai nst the west. 
and the capitalists , who on ly wage war fo r profit , 
know th at a nuclear war would destroy the workers , 
facto ri es and materials from which they make their 
profits and so would be su icidal. O nl y under an 
uncontrolled milita ry dictatorship in a capita li st 
nuclear power cou ld nuclea r war become a possibili
ty. 

Nevertheless American imperia lism and the Rus
sian bureaucracy still represent two antagonistic 
economi c systems . Noth ing agreed in Washingto n 
will resolve the underl yi ng conflict of interest 
between monopoly capita li sm and an economic 
system in which industry remains nationalised and 
planned, despite its bureaucratic degeneration . 

The INF agreement and the talks on further 
disarmament have come about because economic 
a nd politica l pressures have fo rced the leaders of 
each side to try to curb the soaring cost of a rms. but 
without underm ining th e ir strategic posi tion m 
relation to the o the r. 

R eagan is faced with th e $180 billion budget 
deficit , a factor behind th e Wall Street crash. Now 
the re is the prospect of a recession. as the capita list 
countries try to solve their problems at the expense 
of each o ther. Despite the opposition fro m the a rms 
industry and some of the Republican righ t wing , he 
has to cut back govern ment spending on a rms which 
a re no longer crucial. 

Gorbachev presides over an economy stagnating 
under the stifli ng weight of the parasi tic bureauc
racy. He has to try to regenerate industrial growth 
and cutting the a rms bill is an essenti a l part of his 
strategy, though it is doomed to failure anyway , so 
long as there is no democrati c check by the 
workers. 

It is therefore in both their interests to scrap non
essential weapons , while maintaining huge nuclear 
arsenals to keep the 'balance of te rror' of the past 42 
years. 

Instead of applaudi ng the super-powers for their 
statesmanship , the leaders of the inte rn ation al 
labour movement , should be campaign ing against 
the criminal waste of the earth's resources on 
weapons of mass destruction. 

R ather than bolstering illusions in Reagan and 
Gorbachev as ' men of peace', they should be 
exposi ng the ir cynical diplomatic deals, pointing out 
the vast number of arms wh ich remain and deman
ding the scrapping of all nuclear warheads. 

Only when the workers in the west have socialist 
govern ments which end the economic domination of 
the capitali st monopoli es and those in the east have 
broken the power of th e bu reaucra tic el ite, can the 
underlying causes of war and the arms race will be 
eliminated and genuine peace be achieved. 
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Labour must campaign 
THE CRISIS in the health service 
should be Labour's great 
opportunity. What better target 
could they have than a Tory 
government letting babies die 
because they have starved the 
hospitals of cash to pay 
nurses? 

Yet the latest poll shows Labour 
12 points behind the Tories. The 
party leaders have totally failed to 

grasp the opportunity. Instead of a 
campaign of public meetings and 
demonstrations, they have turned 
the party in on itself. 

They talk about reaching out to 
the voters and broadening the 
party's support, rather than a 
'navel-contemplating' discussion 
of policy, but in practice they are 
doing nothing to campaign 
publicly. 'Labour listens' and the 

The Youth Trade Union Rights Campaign on 19 November showing what the 
Labour Party should be doing-taking to the streets Photo Dave Sinclair. 

Forward to the past . 
THE SPEECHES by leading Labour 
right wingers at the Fabian Bearing the 
Blues conference showed how out of 
touch they are with working people and 
how little has been learnt from the 
e lection defeat or the stock market 
collapse. 

Jn the session on ·socialism in the 
1990s". Brya n Gould stated: "Tf you 
insist on the positions you had 20 to 30 
yea rs ago . if you insist no th ing has 
changed, then you are dead.·· 

Unfortun ate ly 20 or 30 years ago the 
ri ght wing also had a crushi ng control 
ove r Labour's policy. and the dom inant 
ideas at this Fabian conference. of 
Labour successfully managing a mi xed 
economy. dominated wit hin the party 
then. 

They completely fa iled in practice 
under successive Labour govern ments. 
ye t Gould is convinced hi s progra mme 
is new' 

The co nfe rence was obsessed with 
win ning '"the newly prosperous who 
have benefitted under Thatcher" . 
The re was no tim e to discuss winning 
the support of most work ing-class pco-

pie , for whom Fabian po li cies certainly 
have little to offer. 

They eve n reshowed the fa mous 
Labour e lection broadcast star ring th e 
Kinn ocks. When party comm un ications 
director. Peter Mandelson. descri bed it 
as '" the most effective piece of polit ical 
communication in recent po lit ical his
to ry.·· someone from the audience in
te rj ected with a bit of reality. reminding 
him that it had not worked- Labo ur had 
lost . 

The session on ·building a mass party' 
at least talked of th e need to recrui t 
workin g-class people . But both Gordon 
Brown for Tribun e and part y ge neral 
secreta ry. Larry Wh itty. saw thi s being 
achieved not by making policies attrac
tive to workers . but by offe ring cheaper 
membe rship to trade uni oni sts. 

As the confe rence was overwhelm
ingly midd le-class in character. few 
worke rs will have been put off joining 
the party. A ny who had accidentall y 
stumbled in would have wondered 
which planet they were li ving on. 

By Gerry Lerner 

policy review camouflage a bid to 
move party policy to the right 
behind the members' backs. 

The membership are denied a 
serious debate about policy, yet 
neither is there a campaign against 
the Tories, which is the only 
effective way in which the party 
can build up its support. 

Listen 
to the 
ranks 
THE 'LABOUR Listens' cam
paign has begun in Wales with a 
confere nce of a round 80 pa rty 
members on 'Sociali sm in the 
90s' . 

The platform of journ ali sts 
Martin Linton and John Lloyd 
and nati onal executive member 
Diana Jeuda all attempted in di f
fe rent ways to aba ndo n Labour's 
traditional class policies. 

'New reali sm ' was enthusias
ticall y advocated by Martin Lin
ton, with Swed ish social democ
racy the new mode l for Britain. 
He a lso wanted to end affili a tion 
to the party. particularly by the 
trade uni ons, with individual 
me mbership only. 

Diana Jeuda, opening a speech 
on the trade unions, complained 
of he r unh appiness about this 
year's Labour women 's con
fe rence. even though she ad mit
ted she had not been there . 

John Lloyd remarked on the 
popu larity of European socialist 
parties in comparison to Bri
tain. 

It was onl y in th e afternoon 
workshops th at issues we re rea ll y 
thrashed out by the audience. In 
each o f th em the ideas of new 
realism were annihil ated by 
Labour Party members. 

The workshop on ·popul ar 
socialism· was particul arl y con t
roversia l. leaving Martin Linton 
looking extremely gloomy when 
he reported back . 

If the Welsh conference is 
anything to go by, Labour's ri ght 
wing had bette r get ready for a lot 
of li stening to discontented party 
members. 

By Alec Thraves 

Keep out 
AT the Labour Women's 
Committee the national 
women's officer, Ann Wilkin
son, announced that there will 
be separate 'Labour listens to 
women' events, but that no 
party members will be allowed 
in! After much protest, she 
said that this was because "we 
don't want the meetings to 
become another navel inspec
tion"! 

Defend Labour women 
THE LAST meeting of 
the National Committee of 
Labour Women (NLWC) 
voted unanimously to op
pose the closure of the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists conference, an 
important decision in the 
light of other discussions at 
the meeting. 

Unfortunately the 
meeting began with comp
laints of 'unsisterly conduct' 
at this year's 'ter rible' 
Labour women's con
ference. 

Most of the complaints 
boiled down to disgruntle
ment at the support for 
Marxist ideas. Members 

were invited to write in with 
their complaints. It would 
be scandalous if these were 
used to impose restrictions 
on next year's con
ference. 

The new consultation 
paper, on which replies 
have to be in by the end of 
February, raises for the 
first time the future of the 
Labour women's councils 
and the regional structures. 
It is vital that these are 
defended and built up. 

But perhaps most distur
bing is the ' Women's 
Strategy Paper' for the next 
four years, which comments 
that it would be "inapprop-

riate to make any recom
mendations concerning 
greater involvement (of the 
Labour women's organisa
tion) in this strategy". 

In exile 
It therefore is not al

located a role at all. Instead 
the paper suggests a Minist
ry for \Vomen in Exile' , 
with regional meetings of 
constituency par ty women's 
officers' once every six 
months. 

Like the LPYS, if not 
quite so consistently, the 
L WO has been to the left of 
the leadership and has op-

posed their drift to the 
right. So the writing is on 
the wall . 

The David Alton bill, 
social security cuts, the Poll 
Tax and many other issues 
present a golden opportuni
ty to build a mass campaig
ning LWO. Unfortunately 
part of its time will have to 
be spent, with the support 
of other sections of the 
labour movement, fighting 
off these right-wing moves 
to elbow it on one side and 
possibly close it down al
together. 

By a Militant reporter 



BBC a right clamp-down 
This article has been prepared under That
cher's reporting restrictions! 

THE THATCHER government is so determined to 
cover-up the anti-democratic methods and treachery 
of MIS, it has imposed an unprecedented blanket ban 
on the BBC giving any information or mentioning any 
names connected with the security services 

Because of a prev ious 
ruli ng by the Co urt of Ap
peal that an injunction 
aga inst any single news
paper or broadcasting com
pany can be applied to all 
the media, this la test ban 
e ffectively prevents any 
mention of inte lligence 
matte rs . o r the names o f 
any officers , in the press or 
on TV and radio. 

It was ai med specificall y 
at a Radio 4 programme , 
My Coun try, Right or 
Wrong, in which eight 
fo rmer intel ligence officers 
and one servin g officer 
were interviewed. 

By Ben Eastop 

gone through the normal 
procedure of not ifying the 
D - Notice committee, 
whi ch has been the estab
lished way of controlling 
discussion o n matters which 
su pposedly may harm the 
'security of the state' . But 
the At~orney General, Sir 
Patrick Mayhew. on be half 
o f the of th e governme nt , 
still sought the injunctio n 
preventing the programme 
from being broadcast. 

ship. which eventually 
would lead to the effective 
scrapping of section 2 of the 
Official Secrets Act
which prohibits giving out 
information 'harmful to 
security'. This would be 
replaced by the all -. 
embracing 'duty of con
fidentiality' rule , aimed at 
eliminating a l! public dis
cussion of intelligence 
pol icy . 

Harold Wi lson revealed 
in 1977 how sectio ns of MTS 
had plotted against his 
Labour govern me nt. This 
was co nfirmed by Spycat
cher . hs author actually 
complained th at a ttention 
had been switched from 
Russian spies , to dealing 
with the left a nd the labour 
movement at ho me . 

author's footsteps and 
reveal eve n more of th e 
menacing activities of the 
security services. 

The security services are 
an arm of the capitalist 
state . Not loyal to democ
ratically elected gove rn
me nts , but to the defence 
of the profit system. The 
threat to the Wilson 
gove rnment gives just a 
gimpse of the lenghts to 
wh ich they would go. The 
Tories are fighting to pre
vent any democratic ac
countability of MIS o r even 
public discussio n of it. 

But the Labour leaders 
arc letti ng the opportunity 
to expose the real nat ure of 
th e security services a nd 
Thatcher·s motives. sl ip 
from their hands. Wit h an 
e ffective campaign of exp
lanation the governme nt's 
actio ns would be greeted 
with mass oppositio n . 

Before broadcasting the 
programme , the BBC had 

At each stage in the 
Spycatcher case the govern
ment has take n another 
step towards tighter ce nsor-

The Tori es have gone to 
eno rmous , and in the event 
fa rcical lengths, to try to 
block the book . They are 
absolutle y determined that 
others will not fo ll ow in the 

Spycatcher- the book at the centre of the BBC controversy. 
Its author- an expatriate Tasmanian stud farmer with a liking 
for silly hats. 

Liverpool Labour Party 

'Mainstream ' 
majority ~i 
but not for long r 
AFTER A two-yea r suspension, 
ihe Liverpool District Labour Par
ty (OLP) has been reformed . Sup
porters of Militanl. who have cam
paigned the hardest for the party to 
be reformed. find themselves tem
pora rily in a minorit). 

By Martin Lee 

The press and Labour·s right 
wing. in their haste to hail the 
AGM as a " trouncing for militant
s" and ano th e r victory in " the lo ng 
march of the moderates", failed to 
give any detail s of the votes for 
OLP officers on the night. 

For presiden t, Eddie Loydcn, a 
former councillor and staunch 
defender of the 47 surch arged and 
disqualified co uncillo rs , lost to Ed
die Sabino, th e 'mai nstream· can
didate . by 134 votes TO 107- hardly 
a tro unci ng. 

l n the second ballot for vice
presidcnt. Paul Astbury. o ne of the 
47. was defeated by right-win ger 
Roy Gladden by 129 votes to 109- a 
majority of j ust 20. The left lost 
other positions by a sim ilar mar
gin. 

Had the left-wing Fire Brigades 
Union a nd GMB Branch Five been 
allowed or given sufficient time to 
elect delegates . the vote would 
have been eve n closer. 

After an orchestrated campaign 
to remove leading Militant sup
porters and a drive to use trade 
union bureaucrats to defeat the 
left. the vote for th<.: left candidates 
i~ little short of remarkable . 

• pl 
THE COPE~HAGEN Common 
Market summit collapsed. Now 
unless some new deal can be cobbl
ed together in Brussels in Feb
ruary, the Community will be ban
krupt by the middle of 1988. 

The dream of a frontier-free 
Europe is coming up against the 
vested interests of national 
capitalists who cannot even agree 

It shows that while in the short 
term. organisational man oe uvres 
can secure a temporary victory for 
the right, the stand of the 47 and 
the past OLP policy will nor be casi 
aside without a fight. 

On the night itse lf on ly l:?.8 trade 
union delegates, out of a possible 
170 were present . The TGWU had 
56. nearly an outrigh t majority of 
trade union de legates present. Had 
the ex-lefts in the TGWU not 
supported the right-wing slate. the 
OLP would have remai ned in the 
hands of the left. 

However , the TGWU officials 
will not have it all their own way. 
T n the delegat ion meeting a stormy 
argume nt too k place ove r the slate 
a nd the delegation spl it I 9-13 in 
favo ur of the right. 

The press are clai mi ng a per
sonal victory for ·trouble- shooter ' 
Peter Kilfoyle. the party's ap
pointed full -time official. If he is so 
confident of a majoritv for the 
right's ideas . why arc the cou nci l
lors not a llowed to attend the DLP 
as in rhc past? Could it be that he 
does not want delegates to hear the 
Broad Left councillors constan tly 
defend the policies of the 47 , for 
fear of losing the vote? 

In their sc ramble to cobble 
together an anti-Militanl alliance. 
an ideologica l prison camp regime 
has been instituted by Kilfoyle. 
The OLP can now only discuss 
local gove rnment matters. So a 
resolu tion on abortion has been 
rejected. Yet a similar motion has 
already been put to the cou ncil and 

r 
on a budget to keep the Community 
afloat. How utopian is the idea of 
abolishing national frontiers within 
the European Community in 1992, 
when it is planned that people and 
goods will be free to move from 
country to country, without cus
toms and passport controls. 

Agriculture is the main stumbl
ing block. While millions face death 

On the march in support of the old Liverpool council. Will the new OLP be 
prepared to fight? 

passed. with the La bour Group 
agreeing to spo nsor the a nti-Alton 
demo. 

Fighting council 
T he OLP in the past was accused 

of di scussing internationa l issues 
iike Ireland. Nicaragua and South 
Afnca . If this will no longer be the 
case . whv was a candidate for the 
panel o( council canditiatcs being 
inicn·ie\1·ed by the right-wing T..:m
pora ry Co- o rdinating Commincc . 
gril led on her views on Nort hern 
Ireland and rejected on polit ical 

from starvation in Africa . Europe's 
.:apita lists leaders arc all agreed 
that food production has to be cut! 
The argument is between W. Ger
many and France who want 
farmers still to be paid not to 
produce and Britain and others 
who want limits on production to be 
accompanied by price cuts. 

After the stock market crash , 

gro un ds') 
But Kilfovlc and his union 

aco lytes can not manoeuvre away 
the polici es and stand of the -'+7 
between 1983 and 1987. Events 
will determine the composition of 
the OLP. 

Whethe r the pcoplC of Liverpool 
will respect this new DLP will not 
depend o n its ·mainstream· image. 
but whether it refuse~ to put up 
rents . whether it conti nues the 
Urban Regeneration Strategy and 
whether or not it fights privatisa
tion. 

many capitalist politicians and 
right wing Labour Party leaders 
spoke of the need for international 
co-operation to regulate the world 
economy. Yet even within a 'com
munity', the capitaiists of different 
states cannot agree on the price of 
cereals! 

By Pat Craven 

Marxist 
victory 
at NUS. 
THIS YEAR'S National 
Union of Students Black
pool conference saw major 
steps forward in the inf
luence of Militant in NUS. 
Meeting against the back
ground of the implementa
tion of some of the most 
vicious attacks on education 
by the Tories, the mood of 
most delegates was sober , 
looking for an alternative to 
the present leadership's in
ability to launch a figh 
tback. 

In the FE sector con
ference. Further Education 
Labour Students (FELS) 
were the major political 
force. Two FELS members, 
Cheryl Varley and Rod 
Alexander, were elected 
onto the NCS FE National 
Committee. Resolutions put 
forwa rd by FELS mem bers 
on student union rights, 
racism, education, and YTS 
were carried . The NUS 
leadership were also forced 
to take up a campaign to get 
a student reinstated at a 
Northern Ireland FE college 
after he was expelled for 
setting up a union . 

24 hour strike 
In the Poly sector con

ference , fo r the first time 
ever resolut ions were put 
forward by Militant sup
porters and all were passed . 
One included the call for a 
24 hour shutdown of educa
tion involving workers and 
students. Some resolutions 
were passed by 200 
votes. 

For the first time ever a 
resolution initiated by 
i'rfilitant supporters was 
passed at the full con
ference , calling for non
implementation of the poll 
tax and joint action with all 
local authority trade unions 
which refuse to implement 
the poll tax. 

The Militant Readers 
Meeting was the biggest fr
inge meeting with 75 in at
tendance. £782 was col
lected for the fighting fund. 

Fuller report next week . 

By Simon Kaplan 
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Bermondsey Labour Party 

of Socialism 
Photos: Dave Sinclair. 

BERMONDSEY LABOUR 
Party faces the threat of 
suspension and the expulsion 
of 40 of its most active 
members. This is the biggest 
attack ever on a local Labour 
Party. 

The general secretary of the 
Greater London Labour Party , 
Terry Ashton , has prepared a 
secret report on Bermondsey 
CLP to be discussed at the La
bour Party NEC on 16 De
cember. 

been given no opportunity to 
answer any of the allegations in 
the report. 

Jim Mortimer , Labour's former 
general secretary and a member 
of Bermondsey Labour Party 
general committee, has condemn
ed the report as 'a travesty of 
justice'. 

What are the terrible crimes of 
Bermondsey Labour Party to 
have brought down the wrath of 
the NEC upon it? 

controlled Southwark council, 
which is loyally implementing the 
Labour leaders ' policy of passing 
on Tory cuts to the workers. 

They have committed the crime 
of fighting the best election cam
paign in ·London. The Labour 
vote increased by 23 per cent with 
a 3.6 per cent swing in their 
favour. This was in contrast to the 
rest of London where Labour saw 
an overall swing to the Tories. 
Fulham had been presented as a 
model campaign but the mo
derate right-wing candidate 
managed to turn a 3,500 Labour 
majority to a 6,000 Tory major
ity. 

Tn Bermondsey th e campaign 
was carried out in the best tradi
tions of the Labour Party . Can
vassers went to every household 
and street, estate and public 
meetings were organised. The 
seat is now a key marginal and the 
prospects are for a socialist La
bour MP to be elected next 
time. 

Bermondsey Labour Party will 
fight this undemocratic attack. 
They have launched a mass cam
paign calling on the NEC to reject 
the report. Enormous support is 
being gained from other Labour 
Parties and local authority unions 
across London . But the best res
ponse has been from the estates. 
Local people are enraged at both 
the policies of Southwark council 
and the attack on Bermondsey 
Labour Party. 

Although the report has been 
leaked to the press the officers of 
the local party have been refused 
a copy of the report and have 

They have consistently fought 
against cuts and defended the 
services for which the Labour 
Party was originally establi shed . 
This has meant opposing Labour-

The penalty for fight ing for 
Labour's traditional aims is to be 
threatened with expu lsion. If the 
NEC goes ahead with the suspen
sion of the party and the expul
sions it will hand Bermondsey 
back to the Liberals on a 
plate . 

There must be no witch-hunt! 
Messages of support and dona
tions to Bermondsey Labour Par
ty Defence Fund, c/o 91 Mina Rd, 
SE17 2QS. 

Council's Tory policies 

Bermondsey l abour Party members petition against attacks 
on the constituency. 

"Buy a hammock" was the only advice Anne Mat
thews, leader of Southwark Council could give to a 
family awaiting transfer. They are amongst 12,000 
people living in overcrowded and often substandard 
accommodation. 

Southwark has 63.000 
dwe ll ings, of which 20 per 
cent are in substandard 
condition. 4 ,000 are vacant 
but there is a waiting list of 
12.000 1 It would take £500 
million just to renovate the 
existing dwellings. 

Instead of fighting for 
more resources the Labour 
council has completely 
capitulated to the Tory gov
ern ment . Rents have gone 
up by £3 .50 so far this year 
in order to balance the 
budget. £15 million 
money allocated for hous
ing renovation -will be 
used to balance a budget . 
There are extremely high 

Articles by 
Bermondsey 

Militant supporters 

vaca ncies in staffing . par
ticularly in housing offices. 
This has 23 per cent of 
posts vacant , one of the 
hidden cuts being imp
lemented . This means that 
the remaining staff are 
ove rworked to cope with 
th e increasi ng housing 
crisis . Many are becoming 
demoralised and leaving to 
find jobs outside the local 
authority sector. 

ext year will be even 
worse. A £32 million 

budget gap is expected 
which would mean an £11 
rent increase or about 3.000 
redundanci es. 

This will be disastrous for 
the majority of people liv
ing in Southwark. We need 
a Labour council com
mitted TO fighting in our 
inte rests . fighting for local 
services. protecting jobs 
and living standards. fi ght
ing the Tory attacks . 

Broad Left 
If the co uncil refuses to 

do this pressure must come 
from the unions. tenants· 
associations (TAs) and La
bour Party o rgani sati ons. A 
Southwark Broad Left has 
already been estab lished 
and is drawing support 
from both local authority 

and public sector unions 
and TAs. 

. Bermondsey Women ·s 
section launched a brilliant 
childcare campaign which 
took up the threat of pro
posed nurse ry closures. It 
organised mass lobbies of 
nursery workers and pa
rents and forced the council 
to retreat. 

Bermondsey Labour Par
ty has consistently shown it 
will fight for the interests of 
the tenants and workforce. 
It must be a llowed to con
tinue this fight. Now more 
th an ever we shou ld be 
campaigning for a Labour 
council acco untable to the 
e lectorate. We need coun
cillors committed to fi ght
ing for socialist policies not 
to doing the dirty work of 
th e Tories' 

My baby's future 
AMANDA MCDONALD. a young 
mother with two children and a Labour 
Party member spoke on the attacks : Unbearable cuts 

Labour's socialist 
candidate speaks out 

" I joined Bermondsey Labour Party in 
1985 when I became pregnant. I wanted to 
do my bit to help make my baby's world a 
bit easier than mine had been. It wasn 't the 
first time that I 'd been involved in the 
Labour Party as I am from a family of 
Labour supporters but I had been disillu
sioned. 

"The leaders of the Labour Party 
seemed totally distant from the reality of 
poverty , cushioned from the decl ine in 
living standards of the people they were 
supposed to represent. When socia li sm is a 
hobby. a debating point TO talk about in the 
pub . these well-meaning Labour sup
porters are all on our side , but when it 
comes to the crunch they know which side 
their bread is buttered and wouldn't stick 
their necks out for anyone. 

"I now have two children and things 
have just got worse. This Labour council 
has voted to implement massive cuts in 
expenditure which will affect everyone . 
I've got no chance of getting either of my 
chi ldren into a nursery before they're two 
and a half. The cuts will mean it will be 
even harder for single parents like me to 
earn a living wage. 

''This comes at the same time as changes 
in the social security laws . Thousands of 
people in this borough can 't cope as it is, so 
attacks by the government and the council 
are goi ng to make the situat ion much more 
serious . 

"Because Labour Party members in Ber
mondsey are fighting the council to try and 
stop them enforcing the cuts, they are up 
for expulsion. This is unbelievable . 
Members whose roots go back in the party 
probably further than many of the so
called leaders are under attack from the 
same party that they have fought for and 
worked so hard to keep alive." 

INCENSED BY the attacks on Bermondsey 
Labour Party the Rockingham Mother and 
Toddler group has set up a petition to 
defend the party. They realise that the 
council cuts are bound to affect them and 
see it is essential to fight. 

The cuts have already affected them . At 
their own community centre plans for a 
baby room were scrapped through lack of 
funds; the minimum age limit at the nurs
ery has gone up from two years to two and a 
half and funding is only guaranteed for two 
years . 

One of the women said: "The Mother 
and Toddler Group is the only break I get, 
most of the time I'm trapped in four walls 
it 's not good for either the children or the 
parents. Good childcare provision should 
be a right. The cuts will make our lives 
unbearable." 

The women realise that isolated struggles 
are not enough, we have to organise to
gether to change the whole inadequate 
system. 

Bermondsey Labour Party 

Public Meeting 
Tuesday 15 December, 

7 .30pm. Geoffrey 
Chaucer School. 

speakers: Tony Benn 
and Dennis Skinner 

MPs. 

All Welcome 

John Bryan in his council flat. 

Militant asked John Bryan , 
1987 parliamentary can
didate for Bermondsey, for 
his views on the attacks on 
Bermondsey Labour Par
ty. 

" My first reaction was 
shock and disgust at the 
disgraceful and undemocra
tic nature of the attack . I 
find it very sad and a 
surprise th at the leadership 
should even contemplate 
attacking . a constituency 

party in London that 
gai ned a substantial swing 
to Labour at the last elec
tior.i. 

"They should be looking 
at the parties which lost 
support for Labour. We've 
rebuilt the Labour Party in 
Bermondsey from the days 
of neglect of the long-time 
Labour MP. Bob Mell
ish. 

' T ve been in the Labour 
Party for nine years and I 

joined to fight the Tories 
not the Labour Party. We 
must continue to fight for 
our socialist policies and we 
will take our case to every 
person in Bermondsey. 

"They will never stop us 
fight ing. They might try 
and expel me fro m Ber
mondsey Labour Party but 
they will never expel me 
from Bermondsey ." 
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~gerafterattackson 
PARTY members have been horrified to 
hear of the National Executive's (NEC) 
decision to close the Labour Party 
Young Socialists (LPYS) national con
ference. 

The leading body of the Labour 
women's organisation unanimously 
condemned the move. They called on 
the NEC to "give more assistance to the 
LPYS instead of spending its time put
ting obstacles in their path." 

Fears that the women's organisation 
may suffer the same fate as the LPYS 
were expressed. 

Ribble Valley Labour Party in Lan-

Labour's youth 
cashire are angry that while they are 
trying to set up a YS branch, the LPYS is 
coming under renewed attack. But they 
are more determined than ever to see a 
branch established. 

Other Labour Parties that have passed 
resolutions include Brent East, Tyneb
ridge, Leeds North East, Leeds North 
West, Edinburgh East and Edinburgh 
West. 

Many individuals have also sent letters 
to the NEC. The LPYS National Commit
tee are confident that the majority of 
the Party will be against the NEC's 
decision. 

The NEC meets on 16 December. Send 
your letters of protest at the attacks on 
the conference and the youth officer's 
post to Larry Whitty, 150 Walworth 
Road, London SE17 tJT. 

LPYS Black Youth Rally · 
THE BANNER of Lambeth 
council workers' Joint Trade 
Unions was on display in the 
borough's town hall last 
Saturday to welcome the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists' third national 
black youth rally. 

"Racism is whipped up by the 
Tories and the media. It means that 
a police chief near Wolverhampton 
tells residents to take black 
people's car registration numbers 
because he says all the crime in the 
area is committed by blacks," Lin
da Douglas, LPYS rep on Labour's 
National Executive told the 220 

people attending. 
LPYS member, Derek Richards, 

and Pat Wall MP attacked the 
Tories' new Immigration Bill. 
"Already people live in prison con
ditions simply for daring to want to 
set foot on British soil," said 
Derek. 

Miners and 
printers protest 

NADEEM AFZAL, (below) 
from Birmingham, got in
volved with the LPYS 
because of its anti-racist 
work. 

"One and a half years 
ago 1 was jumped by 
some racist white kids. 
They swore at my 
mother in our language, 
even though they don't 
really know what the 
words mean. One hit a 
bottle on me." 

Nadeem was shocked 
to hear one opponent of 
the LPYS majority say 
there should be no 
whites at the rally. 
"That's as bad as the 
white racists," he said. 

"The Tories talk about people 

Derek Richards speaking at the rally . 

NASIMA PATEL (left) 
came to the conference 
from Bradford. 

"The conditions Asians 
face meant they took to 
the idea of changing 
society when they were 
put over during Pat Wal
l's election campaign. 

"Since being elected, 
the issue he's done most 
work on has been immig
ration. The LPYS in Brad
ford has started a cam
paign against racism, 
which Pat has spon
sored. We'll be 
spearheading the fight 
against the Immigration 
Bill. 

"All our opponents br
ing up is the question of 
black sections. But this is 
a non-issue in the black 
and Asian community. 
What we need is a clear 
programme and policy 
on the issues that 
count." 

overstaying," said Pat, 
"but black peopl e know a 
lot about overstaying. 
They know British im
perialism overstayed 200 
years in their count
ries. " 

Since the last r a lly, four 
black MPs have been 
elected . One of them , 
Keith Vaz. addressed the 
rally. The LPYS's cont
ribution to his e lection 
campaign was a sig
nificant factor in its suc
cess, he said. 

"Four black MPs was a 
step forward," said 
Derek Richards, "but to 
represent black people 
vou have to live like them, 
and that means on a 
worker 's wage." 

Police 
thugs 
REMINDERS Of police 
harassment of black peo
ple were brought to the 
conference by John Kofe 
and Annette Monerville. 

Manchester police ch ief, 
James Anderton, is bent 
on confrontation with the 
black community, said 
John Kofe. "A young 
black sister was beaten 
and battered and the 
police have used the 
situation to come into the 
community and do 
whatever they want; 
smashing in doors, taking 
people away, taking away 
women and children." 

There will be two 
demonstrations against 
this harassment in 
December. 

Annette Monerville 
spoke of the bitter ex
periences of her family 
~nee her nephew, 
Trevor, was arrested by 
Stoke Newington police. 
They want to know why 
Trevor has twice sustain
ed injuries while in police 
custody, but "we have nc 
faith in the police inves
tigating themselves, and 
then just carrying on try
ing to discredit our fami-
1 " y. 

Her eyes had been 
opened to all the wrongs 
in society today during 
the campaign, she said. 
"No victory has been won 
without a struggle, but 
we're not strong enough 
to win on our ow11. We 
must take up every com
munity's struggle and 
deal with it." 

The campaign are or
ganising a torch-light 
procession on 8 January. 

WORKERS WHO have 
been in the thick of the 
class struggle in the '80s 
are leading the protests 
at the closure of LPYS 
conference. 

The London Press bran
ch of the EEPTU overw
helmingly supported a 
resolution calling the 
move a massive step 
backwards. They also 
condemned the witch
hunt against Bermondsey 
Labour Party. 

And miners' union 
general secretary, Peter 
Heathfield, has written to 
the Labour Party to pay 
tribute to the work of 
national youth organiser, 
And y Bevan , and his help 

in setting up the union's 
own youth committee. 

The Youth Committee 
expressed their total con
fidence in him and would 
consider any attempt to 
redeploy him as a snub to 
themselves, he said. 

"We urge that no action 
be taken against Mr 
Bevan under the guise of 
re-organisation which, if 
the press are to be believ
ed, re late more to 
political differences than 
to his performance," the 
letter says. 

Other union bodies that 
have objected include 
Preston 6/ 53 branch of 
the TGWU and Astms 
No.5 Divisional Council. 

18yr-old beats 
witch hunters 
YOUNG SOCIALIST, Lois 
Austen, has scored a 
big victory against the 
witch-hunters. 

Right-wingers in Bex
leyheath Labour Party 
have been trying to get 
her expelled for the last 
two years. Lois was only 
16 when they started! 

But when her case 
came up at the National 
Constitutional Commit
tee (NCC), even that 
star chamber found the 
charges against her 
were not proven. This 
was after she had walk
ed out on her lawyer's 
advice because the NC
C's own guidelines had 
been blatantly flouted. 

While the right 
wingers have been try
ing to expel her, there 
has been "a serious 
decline in the Party's 
activities and support 
in the area," Lois's 
statement to the NCC 
says. 

"Since joining the 
Party at 15, I've been 
shocked and flabber
gasted by the obstruc
tions, hindrance, verbal 
abuse and outright sex
ism thrown at me by 
older Party members," 
it continues. 

"The Party's press of
ficer even handed a 
story to the local press 
resulting in a front 
page headline 'We ex
pose the red infilt
rators.'" The paper 
pubJished her name and 
address at a time when 
the YS branch was 
leading a campaign 
against local National 
Front activity. 

The decision is a 
humiliating defeat for 
the right-wing clique 
who run Bexleyheath 
Labour Party and a set
back for the witch-hunt 
nationally. 

By Militant reporters 

Young Socialist 
held for 36 hours 
AN LPYS member was 
held by police for 36 
hours after being ar
rested on Saturday 
night. 

Mandie Martin and 
another member of 
Southampton LPYS were 
arrested for alleged 
criminal damage and 
obstructing a police of
ficer. The police would 
not allow her bail and 
refused her her right to a 
phone call on the grounds 
that it was early in the 
morning! At 8 a.m. on 

Sunday they told her she 
would have to stay in un
til she was due in 
court. 

There they spitefully 
demanded Mandie be 
remanded over Christ
mas on the grounds that 
she was "of a nomadic 
character", though they 
had no proof to back this 
up. This was rejected. 

The local LPYS branch 
are campaigning for her 
defence throughout the 
labour movement. 



No stars for strangeways 
IF YOU ever get locked up in a 
police cell overnight-think 
yourself lucky that you are not 
on the streets or even in a 
dingy bed and breakfast hotel. 
For, according to the authori
ties, it will be costing them 
£200 a night to keep you in 
gaol. 

chefs produce imaginative varia
tions on left over stew but choice 
is limited to ' take it or leave 
it'. 

Night service is terrible. In an 
emergency it can take up to 30 
minutes to get a cell door open. 
So when somebody decides to 
slash his wrists, not a rare event, 
the delay can be fatal. Due to 
understaffing, often only half a 
dozen prison officers are on duty 
at night. 

The squalor of British prisons 

By a Strangeways ex-prisoner 

And you could face the much 
less salubrious accommodation in 
one of HM Prisons , which costs 
them just £35 a night. When I tell 
you about Strangeways you may 
think again about ever spending 
less than £35 on your overnight 
stays. 

Home Office guidelines in
formed me that " prisoners arc 
sent to prison as a punishment not 
to be punished ." But conditions 
make a mockery of that principle. 
There are 9.000 mo re prisoners 
than the 41 ,000 the prisons were 
built to hold . It means a life of 
hell for gaolers and gaoled. 
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up all day without real exercise 
builds up anger and frustration. 
The Governor promised us more 
'association time' and better ba
thing fac ilities but without extra 
prison officers. no real improve
ments will be possible. 

Tories breed 
crime 

If you get booked into Bl 
landing , you can only get one 
shower a week. That wouldn't be 
too bad but you are locked up in 
your room with no access at all to 
the toilets. 

Crammed in 
At least prisoners in juvenile detention centres are allowed out for 

The labour movement should 
approach the prison officers with 
a clear exposure of how the party 
of law and o rder has bred crime 
and anarchy through its economic 
and social policies. 

exercise. 

In fact you get a ' port-a-loo', a 
bucket to share between you in 
the corner of the cell. You do get 
a chance to go to the proper toilet 
at meal times but be nippy 
because the queues are long. 

Thatcher has been forced to 
recognise that her policy of stuff
ing Britain's prisons fuller than 
even the brutal regime in Turkey 
and twice as crammed as th e rest 
of Europe, is a catastrophe. They 
have been forced to give in
creased remission to short stay 
prisoners to try to alleviate the 
crisis. 

Strangeways is one of the big
gest local prisons in the country. 
It is an 'allocation' prison where 
convicted prisoners are sent from 
court for assessment and alloca
tion to other prisons. 

Photo: Carlos Guarita (Reflex) 
gory B prisoner often waiting for 
closed prisons like Preston or 
Lancaster , you may face spe lls of 
up to two years before you are 
saved from Strangeways. 

The disturbances a short while 
ago at Barlinnie and Peterhead 
could happen at Strangeways. 
Police dogs were sent in against 
rioters last Easter. A spark could 
set off the tension. Being locked 

The prisons hold the refuse of 
capitalism. Priso n officers are no 
more valuable to capitalists than 
any other worke rs and Tory poli
cies are turning their lives to 
misery . Last year there were over 
1200 assaults on prison officers. 
Tory brutality sets worker aga inst 
worker while the employers make 
off with the loot. Capitali sm is the 
crime and socialism is the re
medy. 

I'm well informed that the 
kitchens are rat infested. The 

Life is a little more bearable if 
yo u know you are going to be 
moving to prisons hopefully with 
better conditions like Whyatt or 
Kirkham. But if you are a cate-

Running into a brick wall 

Thousands were motivated to "Run the World" for charity last year-but how much does the 
government encourage people to keep fit without facilities? 
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Surely some mistake? 

The Tories made a lot of noise about their 
plans to 'reform the trade unions' by 
having regular electrons for union ex
ecutive committee members. However, In 
an astonishing U-turn they have now said 
that some specified unions are exempt, 
as regular electlons would be 'Inapprop
riate'. 

Which unions could It be? The NUM? 
The CPSA? Surprise, surprise, no. Instead 
such militant organisations as the British 
Medlcal Association, the Headmaster's 
Conference and the Institute of Jour
nallsts have been exempted. But 
someone should have told them that 

they've Included the Educational Institute 
of Scotland, a TUC afflllate .... presumably 
by mistake! 

Tory double-think 
REMEMBER DURING the election cam
paign how Thatcher said we must retain 
our "Independent nuclear deterrent"? 
Now that the major powers have, for their 
own reasons, begun to curtall nuclear 
weapons spending, Thatcher Is quoted as 
saying that Britain cannot Include Its 
weapons because they are so Insig
nificant that they make no difference to 
the balance of terror. So now we know. 

ENVIRONMENT SEC
RETARY Nicholas 
Ridley recently proposed 
that all council recrea
tion facilities be included 
with other local authori
ty services which are to 
be put out to private 
tender, whereby the firm 
which offers to do the job 
most cheaply wins the 
contract. 

By Anne Lewin 
Newham NE Labour 

Party Young Socialists. 

This plan was ' justified' 
last week by Sports 
Minister Colin Moynihan 
on a radio 4 Today prog
ramme , that as 'there is 
competition in sport, th e re 
should be competition 
between sports facilities'. 

Since the average income 
from leisure facilities is 
only 22 per cent of expen
d iture , the tendering o ut of 
these services will un
doubted ly mean huge price 
rises and a decline in 
facilities , opening hours , 
staff a nd training. 

The proposals encom
pass everything from swim
ming pools to golf courses , 
leisure centres. bowling 
greens, te nnis courts. team 
pitches , athletics tracks , ar
tificial ski slopes. beach 
facilities , you na me it. 

For local authority swi m
ming pools the proposals 
mean tendering out 
everything from manage
ment to supervi sors and life 
guards and brings into 
questio n the right of coun
ci ls to se t admission charges 
and opening hours . 

If these proposals arc al
lowed to go through it will 
have a disastrous effect not 
o nly on the jobs of council 
employees , but on the sport 
and recreation facilit ies 
which ordinary people 
could afford to use . 

Britain 's notoriously 
poor record of providing 
train ing fac iliti es, coaching 
and sponsorsh ip to sport
smen and women will be 
heading for an all time 
low. 

This attack on sports 

fac iliti es comes at a time 
when there is a growing 
mood of dissatisfaction 
among local amateur clubs 
towards the Amateur Ath
letics Association which has 
failed to develop facilities 
or to promote sports in the 
community. 

Whilst a tiny handful of 
top British athletes rake in 
the money, local clubs face 
lack of indoor and all
weather facilities, proper 
training and funding. 

The British Amateur 
Athletics Board , by 
deciding which athletes arc 
most popular deems th at 
one athlete can make over 
ten times that of others for 
competing in the same 
event. 

'Real ' races or competi
tion between top athletes 
seldom takes place at all 
since if they are beaten it 
could resu lt in a loss of 
their ' marketable value ' . 

Facilities 
Amateur Athletics As-

sociations rake in 
thousands of pounds 
through the registration 
fees of local clubs , yet 
facilities arc still ai lowed to 
fa ll into disrepair. 

Spo rts fac il ities which 
rely on the private profit of 
business will inevitably 
result in cuts. closures and 
the further decline of Bri
tain as a promoter of sport 
both in local communities 
and for top competition. 

Leisure facilities cannot 
rely on the ability of firms 
to make a profit from them, 
they are essential for the 
health and well-being of 
everybody. U nl ess th ey a rc 
run by and for the public 
they arc meant to se rve 
under a socialist Labo ur 
government , they will re
main an expensive lu xury 
to be cut back when the 
mo ney runs out. 

If these proposals go 
through, the Sports Coun
cil's slogan of 'Sport for all' 
may come to mean sport 
for a few' - those who ca n 
afford to pay through the 
nose or use private 
facilities. 

Sell 
Mili.lant 

Sales on 
the up 
in Goole 
SELLERS IN the 
Humberside area report 
that: "Saturday 28 
November was the 
coldest day so far this 
winter - frost on the 
ground , fog in the air! It 
was also the day that 
Militant paper sellers 
came out of the closet 
and into the cold in 
Goo le. 

"Five new supporte rs 
braved the elements and 
their nerves , to hold their 
first public sale in Goole. 
And what a success! 24 
papers were sold in just 
over two hours when the 
sale ended with visibility 
reduced to 10 yards! The 
next day, nine pape rs 
were sold door-to·door in 
just three streets, 
including one for £1 " . 

"Three months ago , 
not one paper was being 
sold in Goole ." Sellers 
told us: "Now we already 
have twenty regular 
buyers and with the 
success of last 
weekend 's publ ic sales, 
we have increased our 
order to 50 a week! .. 

The report concludes 
that they are confident of 
getting new se llers not 
only in the Goole area 
but also in nearby Selby 
(heart of the new 
coalfield) in the near 
futu re. 

If you 've had a sales 
breakthrough in your 
area why not write and 
tell us about it and we 
will feature your area in 
this column. 

By Ruth Campbell 



,, . December .1987 MILITANT '7 

Local services threatened 
·~ 

Tenants' bill 
THE THATCHER government is 
attacking local jobs and services 
which are vital to working-class 
people. This three-page feature 
looks at the threat of the new 
Housing Bill, the cuts in local 
government and the Poll Tax 
legislation which is getting its 
trial run in Scotland. ., of no rights 

THE TORIES' new 
Housing Bill makes 
profit the only guiding 
principle of housing. 

¢ By Roger Shrives 
"~ 
"'· R e nt controls a re to disap-
-:/' pear in the private sector , whi
?.~ le publi c secto r housing for 
';, need is to be made a lmost 
ill' ill egal. 
l$i The govern me nt see local 
· councils as an obstacle to the ir 

plans. so they are introducing 
new H ousing Action Trusts 
(HAT s) in certain areas. T wo 
likcl v d istricts are D ept
fo rdiGrecnwich in sou th Lon
don and Hulme in Man
chester . 

The HA Ts a re supposed to 
brin g private money into ·pro
blem· communiti es. They will 
take an area out of the hands 
of elected a nd account ab le 
local au thoriti es a nd then 
make local houses and bnd 
a\·ai labl e for sale to private 
developers. 

The HA T s a re based on the 
London D ock lan ds D e\ elop
ment Corporation (LDD C) . 
which created a \\'indfa ll for 
investors and de\ e lope rs . but 
no jobs o r houses for working
class loca l people. 

The crescents in Hulme, Manchester. 

A SECRET paper sent to local councils on 
how tenants can 'opt out' reveals major 
changes in favour of landlords and 
deve lopers compared to the orig inal White 
Paper proposals. 

For example. Before: "Tenants will be able 
to set the process in hand at a time of their 
own choosing". 

Now: "The tenants and the new landlord 
will get together. Somet imes one party wili 
take the initiative, sometimes the other". 

But most amazingly of all : " In some 

same. 

More importantly it shows 
how tenants, workers and 
Labour Party activists can build 
campaigns and fight back. 

cases .. . application of the principle of market 
value ... will result in a payment by the 
existing landlord [the council] to the new 
landlord rather than vice versa". 

Councils will have to pay private landlords 
t o take their houses off them! 

And where will the councils get this cash? 
The paper confirms they will use income 
from previous council house sa les. So that is 
why the government has not let councils 
spend this money on building more homes! 

speculator. HA o r co
operative. T he Tories say this 
\1ould inhibit ge tti ng a good 
re turn . 

Ne\\· ten ancies could e ither 
be governed bv the thickness 
of \:Our wallet or controlled bv 
sm~il l cliques; they could ex
clude. for example. black and 
A sian families . single parents 
o r anvbodv they consider 
·uncreditwo~thy ·. · 

After a few superficial im
provements. counci l blocks 
can be so ld for exo rbitant pri 
ces or rented out at a cost way 
above the means of most te 
nant s. R ents would mo\·c to
wards the ·marke t level'. In 
London this would probably 
be 11·e ll O\·er £100 a \1 ee k. 
Th at's a ·nice littl e earn er' for 
a property company . 11 ith a 
readv-bui lt collection of sa le
able· propert ie s fo r good mea
sure. 

The Ton· bill claims to give 
a ll te nants ihc ·right to choose· 
a landl ord. ~ 

But the Bill does not point 
out the snags. One a lterna tive 
the go\crn1.;]ent are pushing to 
council co ntrol is to o pt for a 

Housing Associa ti on (HA). 
But th e Housin g Bill e nsu res 
that HAs ha\·e to ge t most o f 
their mon ey fro'fn private 
banks . which ex ist o nl v to 
make profits. · 

Manv associations already 
have b(g loans: the repaymcnis 
are designed to get bigger C \ ' 

cry year~ HA re nt s 11iLJ ~do th e 

Ten a nt<. can ·choose · to 
ha\·c their estate run b\' a 
co-opcrati\'C. The To ri es don't 
point out that each rn 
operati\·e \\ Ou ld ass um e full 
legal responsibility for all pro
blems: that councils wi ll ha,·e 
littk or no mo ney to support 
them: th a t th ey \1·ill face great 

difficu lty collect ing rent and 
paying for ca retakers. 

Many councils see HAs and 
co-operati\·es a5 a way out. 
But there is no cont rol O\'er 
the pol icic5 they implement. 
Councils ha\·c r:o automatic 
right to nominate local home
less people to tenancies 0\1ncd 
by a ne\1· land lo rd. pri\·ate 

Labour co uncil s shou ld be 
fighting to keep their proper
ties and campaigning for more 
re so urce s so housing can be 
improved. Te nants s-hould be 
fighting for more democratic 
control over housing policy . 
while safeguarding minority 
rights . 

Vultures over Hulme's homes 
PROPERTY DEVELOPERS and pri
vate speculators are hovering over 
'.\fanchester's council estates. 98,000 
council dwellings housing just under half 
the population; that spells quick pro
fit. 

By Mike Lee 

Manchester has 29,000 on the waiting 
list. 500 homeless families and an esti
mated £ l million repairs backlog. 12,000 
inter-war properties remain unmoder
nised and extra cash is needed to make 
4,000 empty council properties 
habitable. 

These problems could be eliminated, 
the city 's director of housing believes, 
with investment of £180 million a year 
for ten years. When Manchester applied 
for £188 million from the government 
Housing Investment Programme (HIP) 
they were told they could borrow £27 
million . 

That offer has not been increased, and 
in order to qualify for HIP councils have 

to show the\· intend to sell off estates and 
unused land , and co-operate with pri
rnte developers. Housing subsidy from 
the government is now nil, even before 
the Tories make subsidy from the rates 
illegal. 

£222 mill ion has been stolen from 
Manchester housing since 1979, taking 
infiation into account. With the money 
stolen from HIP, the council could have 
built 23,000 new houses or modernised 
9,000 inter-war homes or repaired 
46,000 traditional houses and refurbish
ed 118 tower blocks. 

The Tories are to blame for the city's 
housing crisis. The council could mount 
a tremendous campaign alongside the 
4,000 direct works employees and the 
numerous tenants' groups to get more 
resources. 

But the council has increased council 
rents twice since May, cut back on 
certain repairs, halved the modernisa
tion programme and ordered no more 
homes to be built for next year . This 
raises mistrust between the council and 

both tenants and unions. 
Thev also want land to be sold to 

Housi~g Associations to build houses 
with tenants ha'l-·ing 100 per cent nomi
nation rights . This is playing into the 
Tories' hands; it has already given the 
green light to greedy property compa
nies. 

Wren Properties has just put in a bid 
for the 'troublesome· overspill Colshaw 
Farm estate in Wilmslow, right opposite 
a block of expensive Barrett homes. 
\-Yren would most likely do them up into 
luxury flats in a desirabie area, then sell 
them. 

"Uneconomic" 
In 1985 Wren took over a block of 

unpopular maisonettes in Stoke. Run
down and hard to heat, they decided 
proper heating would be uneconomic 
and just did up the outside. Their 
internal prospectus says they do not 
want unemployed people and families 
with over two children; these 'disadvan-

taged' groups were the council's respon
si bility, 

s~c"Urity of tenure was replaced by 
shorthold and assured tenancies of one 
to five years with no automatic right to 
renew, and a regular rent increase. 

The environment department will 
shortly declare 3,000 homes in Hulme a 
Housing Action Trust, making tenants 
at the mercy of a body which has to 
guarantee investors a rate of return, 
with tenants responsible for their own 
repairs. Homes can be sold off to get a 
better 'social mix '. 

Tenants, local authority workers and 
Labour councillors prepared to fight 
must make a stand now. Any attempt by 
the city council even tacitly to accept the 
new Housing Bill will see a furious 
backlash. Milirant supporters will be at 
the forefront of any fight against the 
Bill. Manchester's loyal Labour sup
porters need a council worthy of 
them. 
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When 
profits 
come 
first 

A CABINET 'insider' has 
likened Tory housing plans 
to ari attempt to recreate the 
traditional English village 
in urban areas. It would, he 
said, be complete with 
"squire , parson, school
master, labourer and a 
couple of down and 
outs". 

Tory policies are cer
tainly creating a new ~ene
ration of 'down and 
outs ' . 

East Sussex county coun
cil have considered a pro
posal to close 17 old 
people' s homes, as the 
social services department 
· ' should not be in the busi
ness of meeting the accom
modation needs of the elder
ly". Mental hospital 
patients throughout the 
country a re being dis
charged into an almost non 
existent 'community 
care '. 

More and more people 
are at the mercy of the 
private sector. If you really 
can't survive , you may get a 
short stay in bed and break
fast , supplied by the 
DHSS. 

Cramped 
A recent report to Sou

thampton council says that 
32 per cent of people in bed 
and breakfast in that city 
are young single mothers. 
38 per cent of people in 
B&B shared a single room 
with more than two 
others. 

The government pro
mises private landlords "an 
adequate return on their 
investment" in other 
words, higher rents and 
shorter term tenancies. But 
what do private tenants get 
for their money? 

Southampton's survey of 
all multi-occupied housing 
showed that private tenants 
were literall~· li\'ing dange
rously. 55 per cent had no 
fire escapes. extinguishers, 
fire doors or buckets. Many 
reported faulty wiring or 
unsafe gas appliances. 

They were also cramped , 
six per cent shared a toilet 
and washing facilities with 
O\'er 15 others! 

The Housing Bill will 
abolish rent controls; land
lords will be able to charge 
the market rent. With a few 
skin-deep improvements, 
rents can go up four of five 
times. This will be a charter 
for the Rachman type of 
landlord many people 
thvught was extinct. 

1987 

Local services threatened 

Manchester 
MASSIVE CUTBACKS are be
ing planned by Manchester city 
council: thi s follows a decision in 
July to cut spend in g by £ 110 
million by axing 4.000 jobs and 
reducing ·running costs·. 

Education now faces a £20 mil
lion cut which would remove 
nursery nurses from infant 
classes. worsen pupil -teacher ra
tios in secondarv schools . cut 
further education support ser
vices . cut the school meals and 
clea ning budget by a quarter. and 
possibly close sc hools and colle
ges. 

These measures fly in the face 
of the manifesto commitment on 

which the councillo rs were 
elected in M ay th at: "We need to 
exte nd a nd improve se rvices in 
Manchester. not cut everything 
back as this T orv go\·ernment 
wants us to do". · ~ 

Now all the gains of this admi
nistration. and~previous ones are 
under thre at. 

The cuts have made workers 
a nd youth who have supported 
the council. very angry. Militant 
supporters are campaigning for 
strike action by council workers 
and Further · Education and 
school students on 16 December. 
when the cou ncil votes on the cuts 
package. They are also bui ldin g 
support for a mass lobby of the 
council meetin g. 

The council has also attacked 
working conditions. They have 

attempted to restructure depart
me nts with minim al consult ati o n. 
a nd have pressed for compulso ry 
redeployment of staff. 

Union opposition has fo rced 
the counci l leaders to ·concede ' 
th at workers will now be given a 
cho ice of two jobs- but they will 
be sacked if they refuse to 
move . 

Unfort un ately. council work e rs 
are paying the price fo r the ir 
leaders ' eagerness to make 
' limited' cuts. rathe r than or
gani se a serious campaign for the 
return of the £500 million stolen 
from Manchester by the Tori es . 

At a recent annual gene ral 
meeti ng -of Nalgo. the ~branc h 
leadership manoeuvred off th e 
agenda an ame ndment calling for 
a fight agai nst the cuts. rather 

Docklands show 
Tory priorities 
SO\IE PEOPLE ha\'e do ne we ll o ut 
of Lo ndo n' s docklands since th e 
go\·e rnm e nt-imposcd LDDC took 
O\'c r. The cost o f an acre of land has 
go ne up from £70.000 in 198 1 to a t 
least £3 milli o n nO\\'. 

But as Ste \'e Am o r. cha ir of West
fe rn· te nants' associa ti o n o n th e Isle 
of bogs. told Militam. local peo ple 
arc be ing squ eezed o ut. 

" The LDDC claimed it wou ld bring 
jobs fo r loca l peo ple and communit~ 
sc n ·ices like schoo ls and clinics. but 
,,.e ha\·en 't see n an\' o f th ese vet. Onl\' 
abo ut 250 people. have found jo b.s 
round here. Unemployme nt has gon e 
up to 26 per ce nt in Blackwall wa rd . 
and 22 pe r ce nt in Millwall. 

"!'"lost jo bs roun d here in th e pas t 
were in the docks. transport or ware
house jobs . so the bosses cl a im local 
people aren't skill ed e nough. Employ
ment in thi s area is just transfe rred in 
from othe r p laces and it will be just 
the same when the millionaires· o f
fices at Canary Wharf get going . 

da ughte rs of th e present res ide nts to 
liw here. It' s nea r!\· a ll bee n pri\·ate 
housin g de\ clo pmc nt . 

"One pro ject. \! aqho use Terrace . 
had 150 homt.'s for re nt. but a fo rm e r 
LO D C leade r re po rted I\· o rde red th e 
top floo r o f te n fl ats kn ocked o ff th e 
pl ans because it inte rfe red \\'ith th e 
view o f a ·supe rpub ' th ey were build
ing. 

Tenants ignored 
"Tourism is Th atcher·s repl aceme nt 

fo r the industr\' that's gone. In thi s 
climate ' They ·want to~ develop the 
Lca mo uth are a fo r watc rwavs and 
marin as . Te nants rece ntly asked pro
pe rty de \·e lope rs \\·hy th eir mode ls 
didn't show the co uncil blocks whi ch 
a t present ho use about 2000 people. 
The deve lope rs didn't see m to kn ow 
th e flat s existed ' 

"The local Li be ral co uncil just im
pleme nt Tory po li cies . Te nants ha\·e 
go t to fight. and we \ ·c got to use the 
stre ngth ~of th e union s. particula rl\" in 
loca l gove rnm e nt. to back us up . And 
we've got to start now in docklands 
a nd in the other areas threate ned ... 

than discuss the issues. 
A joint shop ste \\·ards commit

tee is needed to organise effccti\·e 
resistance. 

By John Hunt 

Greenwich 
WHEl\' GREENWICH council 
met on 2 December, tenants and 
local authority workers were lob
bying outside. 

The Labour-controlled council 
\Oted for increases of up to £3 
from January. Ten Labour coun
cillors, supporters of the Green
wich Broac! Left, voted against the 
rent rise. 

"The population of the Isle has 
bee n going down si nce th e docks shut. 
Now the LDDC see m to want 30.000 
or 40.000 people living here. but 
there ·s no provision for sons and Old housing in Whitechapel, East London. 

Don't privatise-modernise 
THE TORIES say their policies are 'logical' . But what is 
rational about a S\'Stem which has hundreds of thou
sands of building ~orkers on the dole but huge housing 
waiting lists. and bad housing in both private and public 
sectors. 

Many council dwellings are in an appalling state . It 
would cost £5 billion just to bring existing stock up to a 
decent standard. let alone to build anything new. 

Since 1979. the government has systematically cut its 
finance for local authorities. Now they are making it 
illegal to subsidise council rents through the rates. 

The Housing Bill wants Labour councillors to do the 
Tories' dirty work by raising council rents nearer to the 
market level so as to blunt opposition to sell-offs. 
Labour councillors should refuse to implement rent or 
rate rises. 

What the Tories wish to destroy , they first make 
unpopular. They want to destroy council housing. The 
whole movement must resist the Tory plans. Miliram 
supporters in Scotland, opposing the privatisation of 
Scottish Special Housing Association homes are calling 

for joint action between tenants and unions, leading up 
to a month long rent strike with the unions representing 
housing workers agreeing that their members will not 
harass tenants, They are also demanding 'modernisa
tion not prirntisation ' . 

Militant calls for: * Mass meetings to explain 
tion for every tenant 
worker. 

the implica
and every 

* Joint action by unions and tenants, 
including demonstrations and industrial 
action, to stop sell-offs. * Fight for local government resources to 
bring council housing up to a decent level , 
and to build new homes. * Housing for public need not private 
greed. New house bui lt by Liverpool Cit) 



Some tenants could face four 
ncreases In the first half of 1.988. 
\.fter the JanuaQ· rise, cuts in 
wusing benefit will force many 
>eople to pay up to £12 a week 
nore . 

The council is likely to impose a 
upplementary increase, as there 
s still a 'gap' of£ 19 million in the 
988/89 budget. Tenants who have 
1ad major improvements done 
ace an additional rent rise. 

Council officers are looking at 
1lans for budget cuts of IO per 
ent. Some proposafs, to be dis
ussed later this month, include 
harges for home helps. doubling 
he price of pensioners' holidays, 
hutting a Direct Labour depot , 
acking toilet cleaners and reduc
!lg the Women's Committee 
0udget by 15 per cent. 

---~ 
Photo: Dave Sincla ir 

:ouncil. 
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Manchester Council workers in 'Democracy Day' demonstration against cuts in 1985. Photo: John Smith (IFL) II 

How to beat the Poll Tax 
THE POLL Tax. to be imp
lemented in Scotland o n I April 
1989 and a year late r in Engla nd 
and \Vales . ,,·ill me a n a massive 
increase in local taxat io n on 
working-class peop le and a 
decrease for the better-off in 
bigge r ho mes . 

S-cotti sh Secre tarv o f Sta te Mal 
colm Rifkin d. ,,·Iio now pays 
£ 1.1 00 rate s o n hi s Edinburgh 
ho use . will pay £578 in Pol l T ax. 
Ton· \lP a nd junior mini ster tv!i 
chacl Forsnli ' 'ill be sa , ·i ng 
£1.2 29 . . 

Co ntras t th at ,,· ith the plight of 
th e Dun lop fa mily. highli ghted by 
the Sco ttish Campaign agai nst the 
Po ll Tax. T orn Dunlop is a sh ip
wright: hi s wi fe Marv is a he alth 
se r;ice laund n ass ista nt: hi s 
daughter M an · ·is a shop worker 
and th e three bm·s . Lewis. Geor
ge and Alex. wor.k on a Commun
ity Programme project. They are 
paving £450 in rates. but they will 
ha' c to pay £1.764 in Poll Tax. 
£294 each. 

T hey a re lucky not to be li vi ng 
in th e Londo n Boro ugh of Cam
den. ,,·he re the ir Poll T ax bill 
would come to £4 .692. £15 a 
week' 

Peo ple in inn e r cities . includ ing 
rnan v black and Asian fa milies. 
,,· ill be badly hit. since o n average 
there is a lowe r house hold income 
and a higher number of adults per 
house hold. 

The re \\·ill be no I 00 per ce nt 
rebates . so eve n the lowest paid. 
si ngle parents. stude nts . the 
unemployed and th e d isabled will 
pay a t least 20 per ce nt of their 
Poll Tax. In Camde n that would 
mea n £3 a ,,·eek. 

I nc,·itably many will be forced 
rn tn· and avoid bei ng regi stere d. 
sni.: aki 112. in :rnd out of their O\rn 

hom e t; avoid detection. A hu !!.e 
appara tus \\'il l ha,·c to be se t up to 
che..:l: up on peo ple and coll ect 
the tc: x. 

In Scotla nd t he message is ge tt 
in2 thro ugh and there is now 
masi , ·e oppos.i ti on to th e tax. In a 
recent poll. 73 per cent exp ressed 
outr ignt oppositi o n a nd 48 per 
cen t 1\erc pre pared to break the 
la\\·. In Engl a nd and W ales 60 per 
cen t are a!!.ainst it. 

The Labour Partv must use this 
mass oppos it ion to ·fo rce the Tor
ies to aba ndon th e tax . 

Relyi ng on a back be nch revolt 
by T ories is wi shful thinking. 
There was no real opposition at 

T ory Pa rty conference. Indeed 
th ey forced the government to 
drop the idea of introducing the 
tax in stages. 

The,· kn ow that the a lternative 
would ·be to introduce rates re \·a
luat io n in England and Wal es 
si mil ar to th e one t\\'O vears ago in 
Scotland . That wo uld provoke a 
simil ar storm of protest. 

The Po ll T ax is a n esse nti a l part 
of the Torv strategv to drive down 
local authority sp.cnding. It fo l
lows nearly 20 o ther laws which 
have hamstrun !!. elected council s 
and st ripped th em of an y inde
pendent power. R ate-capping is 
succeeded bv the go,·e rnme nt' s 
powe r to limit the level of Poll 
T ax. The re is too much at stake 
fo r th e Tories to back down. 

Yet the oppositi o n is 
ove rwhelming . Labour has to 
transform thi s into a massive cam
paign to force th e T ories to back 
down. 

A campaign of mee tin gs to 
explain the issues and how to 
defeat the To ries is needed . 
Workers realise that thi s gove rn
me nt will not be persuaded by 
logic or petitions . Only mass ac
ti o n by the working class will be 
effecti\·e . 

It is a scandal th at Labour 
spokesman Brya n Gould replied 
to a question on the potential of 
an a nti-Po ll-Tax campaign that he 
"did not think that we ought to be 
te lling people that we can 
\Vin " . 

Labour councils must refuse to 
implement the tax and mobili se 
the unions. shop stewards· com
mittees. te nants' or!!.a nisa tion s . 
the un e mpl oyed workers· groups 
a nd other co rnmunitv o rgani sa
ti o ns behind them in actio n. 

The councils in Poplar in th e 
20s. Clay Cross in the 70s a nd 
most recentl y Li ve rpool drew 
thousands of famili es behind their 
sta nd against the T o ri es. 

The party leadership argue th at 
defiance is illega l a nd therefore 
unacce ptabl e. At th e recent La
bour Party specia l confe re nce. 
Shadow Scottish Secretarv. Do
nald Dewa r. a rgued th at· "i ll eg
a litv has never been a n attractio n 
for · a party committed to parli a
me nt ary politics". 

But when a law like the Poll 
T ax is opposed by the 
overwhelming majority of the 
people , workers do not view de
fiance as lawbreaking . but as a. 

legitim ate act to preve nt a bad 
law be ing imple mented. 

It did not matter to the th ou
sa nds who suppo rted the UCS 
wo rk-in or the Caterpil lar occu
pation that th ese 1>;o rkers· ac t of 
defiance was ill c!!.al. 

In Scotland - up to now. 
howeve r. the cou ncils are co m
plying\\ ith the implement at ion of 
the Po ll Tax. T he Labo ur leaders 
ha\-e not sou!!.ht to harness th e 
a nger a t the~ ta x or di scuss a 
strategv to defeat it . Alreadv th e 
natio1;a li sts arc exploiting 
Labour's failure to be see n to be 
taki ng a stand. 

Scottish Secretary of 
State Malcolm Rifkind 
will save £522 a year. 

But it is not too late for Labo ur 
to re assert its posi tion as th e ,·oice 
of the Scotti sh electorate and lead 
the ca mpaign of defiance of the 
Poll Tax. 

Labour counc iis in Engla nd 
and Wales too sho ul d begin- pre
parations fo r such a campaign a nd 
throw thei r wei!!.ht beh in d the 
resistance in Scot ia nd. 

The idea has been raised of 
no n-registration and non
payment . as an altcrnatiw to a 
fi!!. ht led b,. th e council s. Non
re-2.istration · is no t feasible. The 
co'inpi lat io n of the registe r does 
not depe nd on whet her ind i
viduals choose to re!!.ister. The 
officia ls will decide who sho uld be 
on it . 

But non-payme nt. if properly 
organised and not left to indi
viduals. would. if co uncils impose 
the tax. provide an opportunity to 
build a m ass movem e nt and could 
force the Tories to retreat. 

Maria Fyfe . Labo ur MP for 

Gl asgow Maryhill , has said that 
she personally would refuse to 
pay th e Po ll T ax and pay her old 
rates. but that Labour coun cils 
ca nnot be ex pected to refuse to 
imple me nt the Poll Tax . as coun
cill ors would be individuallv sur
charged: "Yo u cannot expect the 
fight to be fo ught bv a tinv rnin or
it\ \\·ho co uld be. left ·with an 
e normous bill to pay". 

" \Ve have to insist" she sa id 
"that cou ncils 2.et the rno nev to 
run the sen·iccs .. . She mi sses. the 
point. H e r strategy of paying t he 
old rates wou ld still leave the 
councils short of mon ev. as it 
would vie Id less than Poll T ax. so 
the co unci llors could be sur
charged a nywav. Labour coun cil
lo rs ~rnuld s till .have to fight. The 
ve rv fac t that she talks of s urch ar
ges. suggests she believes that 
fig ht ca nn ot be won. 

-The batt l ~ is not to find ·cleve r' 
\\avs round the Poll Tax. Coll ect
ive· action . rather than appeals to 
indi,·idual non-payment. will be 
neces~arv . 

Loca l ·Labour Partv branches . 
women ·s secti ons and LPYS 
branches . with tenants associa
tion s and other comminity 
groups. shou ld set up local Poll 
Tax strike committees. These 
shou ld collect and bank what was 
previously paid as rates . 

This will mean a financial crisis 
for the councils. so it will be vital 
to in,·o!ve council workers and to 
seek industrial support from 
ot her workers. A nation al one
dav strike mav be necessarv to 
de;,,onstrate the readiness. to 
struggle. 

There is a rich hi storv of rent 
strikes from which lessons can be 
learned. Wome n in the West of 
Scotland during the first world 
war. with th e - support of the 
industri al \\Orkers . force d the 
go,·e rnrnen t to cut re nts . Mass 
non-payment of Pol l Tax could 
have similar resul ts. 

Th is is one of the worst attacks 
th e Tori es ha,·e launched on the 
working class. If Labou r p iavs a 
leading role in defvin !!. it. then 
thousa-nds of those who will bear 
th e brunt of th e tax wi ll be drawn 
to Labour and into a force which 
the Tories will be un able to resist. 
Through mass action. the Poll 
Tax can be stopped. 

By Ronnie Stevenson 
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Italy 

The tide turns 
MORE THAN 13 million workers, out of a total 
workforce of 18 million, took part in the four-hour 
general strike on 25 November. 

The strike was against th e 1988 --------------
budget. threatening new austeri tv 
measures , and in support of the 
de ma nd for jobs . It was called. 
unde r big pressure fro m the ra nk 
a nd fil e . by the leaders of a ll three 
trade union confederations - the 
CGTL (Communist-Social ist) , the 
CSTL (Cathol ic and others) and 
the U TL (Socia list , R epubli ca n , 
Socia I-De mocrat). 

The strike was no t we ll
prepared, yet it was successful 
beyo nd all the leaders' expecta
tion s. After the lull duri ng 1985 -
1986. the years with the lowest 
strik e figure s si nce the war , It IS 
proof that Italian worke rs are 
moving back into struggle. 

T his general strike , the first in 
fou r years , was called to answer 
the con tinuous pro\·oca tion s of 
the Christian-Democratic govern
ment. But we need a lot more to 
stop the bosses. At 1eaq a na
tional ~4 hour strike. wc ll
preparcd to bring the whole coun 
tn· to a halt. is necessarv to give 
th-e workers their confide.nee back 

By Luigi Bozzi 

and begin to bui ld up real pressu
re to force the gove rnme nt 
out. 

Many workers o n th e demons
tration expressed their doubts in 
the unions ' leadership . At the 
same time th ese workers wanted 
to show their readiness to 
fight. 

The COBAS (see art icle 
be low). which have spearheaded 
the movem ent of the rank-a nd
fil e, are not homogeneous. For 
example , most of the school
teachers belonging to th e 
COBAS did not st rik e. The union 
bureaucrats were just waiting for 
th is. They wanted to use the 
strike against the COBAS. Any 
oppositio n from below was re
ferred to as COBAS. 

B ut the slogan heard at the 
demonstratio n in Milan. th e big
gest in the country with 60 .000 
people. made it clear that the 
movement has a lready spread 

beyond · the COB AS: 
" We are workers, we are shop 

stewards . we ;uen't from th e 
COBAS , we're angry." 

Fortunately the vast majority of 
workers who have opposed the 
union bureaucrats in the past few 
months reject the methods of 
sectaria n spli tti ng , and are cor
rectly channelling their e nergies 
in a powe rful move ment for 
change within the mass organisa
tions . 

The most important feature to 
emphasise is th e ro le played by 
th e airport workers at Fiumicino 
ai rport in Rom e . They have bee n 
fighting for mo nth s over the ir 
contract a nd the y have struck 
several t imes . Their e lected shop 
stewards have not let themselves 
be in flue nced bv the union 
burea ucracy. ' 

T he dav- of the strike the re
formed Gori a go\·e rnment looked 
at the situat io n in a ha lf-empty 
parliamentary chamber. Italy is in 
a paradoxical sit uat io n. The ru
ling class are not able to form a 
serious go\'ernment. The re
fo rm ed G'O ria government is even 
weaker than th e first. 

The recent refere ndu m oppos-

Alfa Romeo workers came out solidly on the 25 November strike. 

ing nuclear powe r have increased 
the divisions between the bosses. 
Now thi s strike, combined wi th 
the strikes a t Alfa Romeo a nd o n 
the railways. show that the years 
of low conflict are at an end. 

Communist Party 
The govern me nt is rem ai nin g 

afloat o nl y because there is no 
real opposi tion from the PC ! 
(Co mmuni st party) . the mass par
ty of the Italia n working class. 
The leaders are d ivided between 
those \\·ho will accept any com
promise to get into go\·ernment as 
quickly as possible. and those 
who \\·ant to take more time. 

For some weeks now the 
reformi st right wing o f the PCT 
has organised open ly. The leader
ship of Natta and Occhetto is 
paralysed. In t he absence of any 
initiative from the leaders hip. th e 
party has los t 100.000 membe rs 
th is vear. 

Th-e condi tions a re there fo r 
great social explosions in the near 
fut ure. This time. unlike the ·Hot 
Autumn· of 1969. the aut ho rit\' 
of the un ion bureaucracv an d PCT 
and PST (Social ist Part)') leaders 
arc seriuusl\' undermi ned at the 
outset. The- ranks. throu!!,h the 
CORAS . ha\e alreadv begun to 
struggle for " fight ing a lt e rnati ve 

Workers' committees lead rail strike 
THIS YEAR there have heen five 
.:~- hour strikes of the Itaiian trn in 
dr ivers, most recently on 27 :\o
,-cmber. More than 90 µ.:r cent of 
the workforce has taken part. 

By Gianfranco Mignanelli 

The official unions have op
posed these strikes. The 'autono
mous unions· (claimed in the Brit
ish press to have organised the 
campaign) are also against the 
strikes. Yet the 7 ,000 train drivers 
in their union have also been 
striking. 

Workers are beginning to un
derstand that it isn ' t a question of 
building other unions , but of rank 
and file control of the existing 
ones . 

The organisers of the strikes are 
the Comira1i di Base (rank and f\ie 
committees), which haw deve
loped as a result of years of 
discontent among the rank and 
fil e. 

On l August the union leaders 
reached an agreement wi th the 
railway authorities which the 
workers considered unacceptable . 
'io ballot was held , no m ;bS 

assemblies. So 20 .000 tr ain 
drivers decided to take th in::;:s into 
cheir own hands. , 

In each depot a new shop ste
wards' committee was eiected. In 
Florence , for example. 75 per cent 
of the workers YOted in elections 
for the committee. The CGIL 
refused to recognise this and held 
its own elections. Only 17 per cent 
of the workforce took part. 

From each area committee de
legates were elected to a national 
committee. 

The railway workers are 
demanding considerable improYe
ments in both wages and condi
tions and in particular the hiring 
of 3,500 new train drivers. These 
demands challenge the cuts pro
posed in the new budget. 

The government aims to remove 
9,000 workers from the railways 
through early retirement. In Italy 
trains are driven by two workers. 
In that respect Italian trains are 
amongst the safest in Europe. 
'low the goYernment wants to 
introduce one-man locomotives. 

After years of compromise the 
train driYers are refusing to 
budge. The COBAS have spread 

Rome 1984, the year of the last general strike. Now the mass of w orkers are returning to struggle. 

to the ticket collectors and the 
guards. Similar committees haYe 
developed among school teachers, 
firemen, post-office workers, 
sneral banks and airport 
workers. 

The government and the rail
way authorities refuse to meet the 
COBAS because too much is at 
stake. Parliament is discussing a 
no-strike law _ 

Voluntary clause 
In the past the union leaders 

had included a Yoluntary no-strike 
clause in contracts: nc strikes 
could be organised in holiday pe
riods and a certain notice had to 
be given. Now the leader of the 
UIL is actually in favour of the 
new law! 

The CGIL are more careful. 

They merely maintain that the 
rnluntary clauses should be res
pected. They have good reason to 
be careful: of the 20,000 train 
drivers 7 ,000 are members of the 
CGIL, and a large number of 
these are also members of the 
PCI. 

The PCI leaders have had an 
ambiguous approach to this 
struggle . L 'Uni ta (the official 
paper) has condemned the train 
drivers as 'extremist', while 
publishing articles on the working 
conditions of the train drivers. 

The CGIL and PCI leaders are 
hoping the movement will die 
down. Yet the fighting spirit of the 
train drivers was shown at a 
meeting held in Florence. 

A wheeltapper explained: "I've 
been a member of the CGIL since 
I was a lad. I would feel naked not 

to have a union card in my pock
et.., But he went on to attack thr 
CGIL leaders: 

"Your fault" 
"You say we are privileged. We 

get maybe £10 or £20 a week more 
than other workers. You call that 
a privilege? You say we should 
think of worse off workers .. It's 
not our fault if they are doing 
badly . It's your fault. You .. have 
done nothing for those workers. If 
we call off our struggle we would 
be doing a disservice to the labour 
moYement. The best thing we can 
do for the working class is go 
forward and win." 

Another worker said: "For too 
long the class struggle has been a 
unilateral struggle with only one 
class fighting, the bosses. I want to 

see the class struggle with both 
classes fighting.·· 

How the struggle will develop 
depends on the COllAS leader
ship. The government is planning 
cuts in the health and postal ser
vice. If the union leaders don't 
giw a lead, rank and file commit
tees will develop here also. 

There have been strikes at the 
Milan Alfa-Romeo factory and in 
the steel industry. Whatever the 
leaders do, they will not be able to 
stop the movement developing. 

EYe r since the defeat of the 
Fl AT workers in 1980 (when they 
occupied the factories for 35 
days), there has been a decline in 
strike figures and a certain fall in 
union membership. The tide is 
about to turn. 
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Bangladesh on the brink 
WITH THE dissolution of parlia
ment by President Ershad it is 
clear that Bangladesh is plunged 
into a revolutionary crisis. 

The state of emergency declared 
on 27 November has failed to end 
the rising tide of opposition to the 
regime. Another nineteen people 
were shot dead by security forces 
in the first four days of the 
emergency as demonstrations con
tinued. 

The government admits that the 
strikes of past weeks have been 

costing £26 million a day. Accor
ding to the lnforma.tion Minister, 
the economy "is about to col
apse". 

Opposition 
Ershad has arrested the main 

opposition leaders and 2,000 ac
tivists. He has tried to ban strikes 
and demonstrations. He has of
fered to negotiate (on his own 
terms). None of these moves has 
stabilised the situation. 

I Eastern Europe 

''This time 
they won't 
stop us'' 
Poland 
FOLLOWING ITS humil iation 
in the referendum o f 29 
November, Po la nd 's bureaucratic 
regime has re treated at le ast from 
its plan to doubl e basic food 
prices in th e new year. Food 
subsidi es will now he " wo und 
down" over four years instead of 
two or three . 

By George Collins 

Adding a note of farce, the 
regime now cl a ims a new ' reason · 
for their defea t: the lay-out of th e 
ba ll ot paper was too comp
licated ' 

As a result , says a governme nt 
spokesman , "about I 0 pe r ce nt " 
of peo ple voted 'no' to savage 
price rises and un specifi ed 
po liti cal 'reform ' by mistake' 

The refere ndum marks a sha t
terin g blow to the regime's ho pes 
o f pe rsuadin g wo rk ers to accept 
the brutal cu ts which , they say. 
a re necessary to restore econom ic 
growth. 

The worke rs have made it clea r 
th at they unders ta nd o nl y too 
wel l who is responsible for the 
co untry's eco nomic crisis. It is the 
bureaucracy . headed by General 
Jaruze lski . who have controll ed. 
mi smanaged and plundered the 
state-owned economy fo r 40 
years. 

They have run up a foreign 
debt of $36 billion in their e ffo rts 
to modernise t he econo my. Now 
they arc reduced to carrying o ut 
the dictates of the Inte rn ational 
Monetary Fund in the hope of 
gettin g more credits. Cuts in 
workers· li ving standards is one of 
the cond itions insi~tcd on by the 
IMF. 

This co lli sion between the 
parasit ic bureaucracy and th e 
working people has set the stage 
for an explosion of mass anger 
even greater than the revolu
tion ary uph eavals of 1980-81 . A 
Solida rity leader. Bogdan Lis in 
Gdansk, su ms up th e workers ' 
mood: 

"Hatred is now so grea t th at it 
can ha rdly be steered any longer. 
If it goes on for any length of ti me 
it could involve the whole count
ry. 

Howeve r , Sol idarity's leader
ship st ill hope for dcmocn1tic 
reform withi n the limits of the 
bureaucratic system . Tn 1980-81 
this proved to be a fa ta l brake on 

the mass movement , and led 
directly to the defeat o f Solidarity 
itself. 

Now they have missed a major 
opportuni ty to ga lvani se the 
wo rke rs' anger into a deci sive 
moveme nt against th e regime. 
Lech Walesa's advice to workers 
o n the referendum was to "go 
fi shin g'' ! 

But for the regime the re is no 
way out. They in sist that it is 
necessary to go a head with " ra
tio na lising" e nergy . which will 
result in gas, coal and e lectricity 
price rises of 140 pe r ce nt. 

Significantly, Weste rn bankers 
and capitalists arc e ntirel y behind 
Jaruzc lski in hi s a ttacks o n the 
Polish wo rking class. As the 
Financial Times puts it: "There 
can be lit tle doubt th a t th e 
refo rms p roposed a rc bo th ri ght 
and necessary . . . For it must be 
carried o ut. .. " 

The referendum 
marks a shatter
ing blow to the 
regime's hopes 
of persuading 
workers to ac
cept the brutal 
cuts 

This answe rs the capitalists· 
favo urite noti on that th e move
ment aga inst th e bureaucracy will 
mea n a clamo rin g of th e masses 
for capitalism. The ·J ibcral' Gilar
dian goes further: 

·· If the devastated Polish 
economy is ever to rcco\ er, the 
c rippling burden of subsid ies on 
essentials will have to be dismant
led . . . But there is no cash to fund 
the increase in rea l incomes that 
alone wou ld make such cuts 
tolerable." 

Attempting to en force in
tolerable cuts on an angry and 
militant work ing class, in t he pre
sent climate of unrest throughout 
Eastern Europe . is a recipe for a 
revolu tionary mass movement of 
workers and youth. They will 
seek the programme of political 
re volution, to overth row the 
burea ucracy a nd place th e mass 
of working people in control of 
the economy a nd the state .. 

The opposition is engulfing the 
whole of society. Ershad has been 
forced to rely more and more on 
the armed forces and the 
police. 

But even here his support is 
dwindling. A police inspector has 
been reported as saying: "We 
police don't like it. We want 
someone else too". There have 
also been reports of troops expr.es
sing support for the opposition 
movement. 

The facade of democratic rule 

has been shattered. With the 
regime under siege and facing 
splits, free elections are the least 
likely perspective in the period 
ahead. 

Bangladesh is in a period of 
revolution and counter
revolution. The overthrow of the 
regime and the system of 
capitalism and landlordism which 
it defends is on the agenda. 

But, in the absence of a cons
cious leadership to complete the 
task which the mass movement 

has begun, exhaustion will even
tually set in among the workers 
and youth, opening the danger of 
counter-revolution, rule by decree 
under Ershad, or a new right
wing coup. 

The eyes of activists throughout 
the Indian subcontinent and inter
nationally will be on the struggle 
in Bangladesh in the weeks ahead. 

By Matt Wrack 

Staged demonstration in support of Rumanian leader, Ceausescu. Now riots and genuine demonstrations of anger 
aimed at Rumania's bureaucracy have broken out. 

Romania 

DESPITE WIDESPREAD arrests 
after recent riots in the Romanian 
industrial city of Brasov, new 
demonstrations have broken out 
-and spread to other towns. 

Armaments from one of the 
factories are reported to be in the 
workers ' hands. The town's police 
headquarters has been sealed 
off. 

The regime of Stalinist dictator 
Ceausescu has been forced on the 
defensive. The day after the 
demonstrations against food and 
power shortages, milk suddenly 
reappeared in the shops, while in 
the plant at the centre of the 
struggle the whole of senior 
management was demoted for 

USSR 

" grave shortcomings" . 
In a dramatic split at the top, 

leading bureaucrat Silviu Brucan 
declared that "the nrasov erup
tion signals that the cup of pr iva
tion is now full, and the working 
class no longer accepts to be 
treated like an obedient ser
vant." 

Past stability, Brucan said , was 
not based on repression alone but 
on rising living standards, which 
are now collapsing. The regime's 
reply to this analysis was to detain 
Brucan for 24 hours. ln a new 
move of desperation, the govern
ment's Finance Committee pro
poses suspending all debt 
repayments to the west. 

Meanwhile, in Sibiu 700 
workers were forcibly transferred 
to work in the coal mines. V.1hen 
they got there they refused to go 
down the pits. Such was their 
mood when they got back to Sibiu 

that they threw a local Party boss 
off the train. 

However, improvements were 
introduced after Ceausescu's son 
was appointed to head the Party in 
the region. A worker expresses his 
contempt for this transparent 
trick: "His daddy obviously wants 
him to be successful. " 

Unrest has also been reported in 
the shipyards of Braile. 

All the signs are there of a 
gathering revolutionary storm
against bureaucratic dictatorship, 
for workers ' democracy. The 
coming wi nter, with its inevitable 
power cuts and electricity shor
tages, will inflict untold miseries 
on workers, and will add enor
mously to their anger. 

A young schoolteacher dec
lares: 

"This time they won ' t stop us. 
We' ve been pushed to the edge of 
the abyss." 

by Brezhnev and its leaders imprisoned. Its re
emergence at this point is a symptom o1 the com
bativity building up among Russia n workers as they 
face the costs of Go rbachcv 's ' reforms' . 

"THE POLISH workers went into t he st reets. and 
the gove rnment was defeated. So be; ready to go into 
the streets i[ they ra ise prices .. . Be ready to go on 
str ike against price rises . We wiii only preserve our 
rights in a common struggle . .. ,. 

Many prices have doubled and trebled over the 
past ten yea rs. Now food price rises are threatened. 
T he official unions, the appeal says, show "cyni cal 
contempt for the work in g class". 

Significantly. the appeal has been attacked by 
'd isside nt inte llectuals' as "demagogic" and a 
"counte r-productive provocation"- in other words, it 
oversteps the limits of perestroika and 'reform' 
acceptable to the bureaucracy. 

This appeal by th e unofficial t rade union grouping 
SMOT in the USSR was timed to coi nci de with the 
Pol ish refe rend um rc~ult . T he group was suppressed 

Toronto in line with Militant 
Display set up at Canadian Union of Public 
Employees' National Union Convention held 
in Quebec City - October, 1987. Joe Chiasson 
of Toronto, Canada wrote to Militant asking 
for a regular subscription having been sold a 
copy whi lst holidaying in Sussex. He 
remarks: 'We found very enlightening infor
mation regarding the Labour movement in 
your country. I was especially interested in it 
as our problems are so similar to yours. 
Money is spent to make money not to fulfil 
the needs of the people. One of your head
lines caught my eye 'Houses for People Not 
For Profit'. Joe informs us that the Toronto 
labour Council hosting the Labour Day 
Parade had exactly t he same motto for t he 
event! 
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Expelled from 
non-membership 

A minimum wage 
Dear Comrades, 

1 have often wondered about the value of 
a minimum wage in a socialist society. It 
poses some questions which I (and I'm sure 
many other comrades) would like answered 
more fully. 

prepared to use a sliding scale with wages 
tied to ability? 

If that is the case, then aren't those in 
receipt of the minimum wage likely to feel 
that for them, at least in the short term, 
nothing much has changed for the better 
and therefore could carry counter
revolutionary ideas? 

-c Dear Comrades, 
15" ·'Those whom the gods 
o wish to destroy , they first 
~ make mad' .. In which case , 
~ the Labour Party leader
\!:' ship's days are num
:i bered 1 

~ Tony Byrne, former 
..., Liverpool City Council 

Tony Byrne. 

Classified 

~ 
20p per word, minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free. 
All advertisement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication . 

D SALEP Greeting cards to 
be sent to South Afr ican 
workers' movement . 75p 
each including postage, £6 
for 10. For large orders and 
any further information, con
tact SALEP, Box 77 London 
EB 4TB. 

Dlnqaba T-shirts for sale 
£5 .25 each inc postage. Logo 
black clenched fist "smash 
apartheid and capi talism". 
Available in white or lemon 
la rge or XL. All surplus to 
Campaign for a Socialist 
South Africa. Cheques/cash 
with orders to W. Blackstock, 
Flat 23, 425 Sauchieha ll St, 
Glasgow. 

leader , faces expulsion by 
the National Consti tuti onal 
committee . By way of clari 
fication, a national Labour 
Party official gave readers 
of the Daily Pose (3/11 /87) 
the followin g ingenious 
explanation : 

"Officials are not con
vinced he is a member of 
the Labour Party. He has 
had a letter saying he is 
liable to face charges that 

n Workers for socialism 
new year ral ly. Monday 11 
January 7.30pm, Hall Rd 
WMC, Armley. An evening 
of politics and entertain· 
ment, speakers and cabaret. 
Pat Wal i MP, John Tocher 
(AEU persona l capacity). 
Neil Taggard (Leeds city 
councillor) and Jon Ingham 
(Armley LP and AEU). 
Caburet from 9.15pm. Cent
ral London Christmas Disco. 
Satu rday 19 December 8-
12pm. Calthorpe Arms, 
Gray' s Inn Rd, King's Cross. 
£2 waged £1 unwaged. 

n Notting Hill Militant sup
porters present a London 
Xmas Quiz. Thurs 17 Dec, 
8prn . Pr izes! Proceeds to the 
FF. £3 entry per team of 3. 
Tel 289 1536/602 6095 for 
detai ls. 

::J Wanted co-op and green 
shie ld stamps. Loose. part or 
full books . Al! proceeds to 
the fight ing fu nd. Send cio 
Militant circulation . 3/13 
Hepscott Rd, London E9 
5HB. 

0 London LPYS Christmas 
Social. 11 f)ecember 10prn 
to 3arn. St Matthew's Meet
ing Place under St Mat
thew's Church, Brixton Hill. 
Near Brixton tube. 

Buy a Christmas present now! 

Liverpool-A City 
That Dared to Fight 
By Peter Taaffe and Tony · Mulhearn. 

Send £6 paperback, £9.80 hardback by 15 
December and we will send a Christmas 
card now telling someone that their pres
ent from you will be arriving in mid
January. 

I enclose £6/£9.80 (cheques to Fortress Books). 
Please send a copy 
from .. ....... ......... .. ...... ..................... .... (your name). 
to: Name ............... .. ..... Address ....... ... ..... ... . 

Return to Fortress Books, PO Box 141 London E2 
ORL. 

he is not a member. " 
Yes, these ' leaders· have 

(falsely) decided Tony is 
not a Party member. .. so 
they intend to expel him 
from membership! 

If the minimum wage is to be £120 or its 
relative worth in the future, what will be 
the maximum wage and how are we to 
differentiate between one worker and 
another? 

If future editions of the paper were less 
vague on this issue, it would be of enormous 
help to all comrades. 

Perhaps they'll go one 
better and follow the model 
of the officer in the anti
war novel ·Catch-22' , when 
it comes to the NCC 'hea
ring'. He used to get his 
secretary to explain that he 
was only avail able for inter
views when he wasn't in' 
After all , Derek Hatton 
was given a hearing at the 
NEC when he wasn 't avail 
able ... and then expel led 
him in his abse nce. 

In other words would we as socialists be Tam Hickey, Springburn, Glasgow. 

Making excuses? 
Dear Comrades, but I cannot for the life of 

me understand how she or 
anybody else can use that 
as an argument against 
' murder'. 

Richard Venton , Liver
pool. 

I refer to your letters 
page in issue 874. It was a 
letter by Maggie McGinley, 
Barking, London . She asks 
"What do judges with their 
privileged background 
know about being stuck in a 
tower block with two 
k~ds?" 

She goes on to say that 
'Thatcher and her system 
are responsible for the 
murder of that chi ld". 
What utter rubbish. I do 
not suppose five years in
side will do much for her 

r do not for one minute 
thi nk they know much at all 

Driver-only operation - a dangerous cost-cutting measure. 

Transport safety 
Dear Comrades, 

After the King's Cross fire, it 'd be nice 
to feel that at least the buses are safe . 
When most buses had conductors , they 
controlled stopping and starting , ensuring 
the safety of those getting on or off. An 
unnecessary precaution according to tran
sport bosses who are phasing conductors 
out. But going home fro m work on Mon
day, I saw a grim demonstrat ion of the 
risks of one-man operation. 

As the bus I was on drew away from a 
stop (fortunately slowly) a muffled banging 
started nea r the door. Then a passenger 

standing nearby screamed and the bus 
jerked to a halt. 

I turned in time to see an arm hangi ng 
down inside the doors. then they opened 
and this o ld woman who had been dragged 
for about 15 yards owside the bus , her arm 
suddenly released, fell into the gutter. 

The poor d river. having made sure the 
woman wasn't inj ured . and having calmed 
her down. then had to drive on, though 
obviously shake n. No-one to calm his 
nerves - no conductor. 

Martin Whi te. Homsey . London . 

but how much can ' li fe' do 
for her daughter? 

I suppose Thatcher and 
her system are partly to 
blame but what if every 
parent 'stuck in a tower 
block· pushed their chi l
dren out of the windows 
and murdered them? 

D Connaughton , Old
ham, Lancashire. 

A rare 
sight 
Dear Comrades, 

Recently on TV there has 
been a series of program
mes about the decline and 
near-extinction of species of 
animals. In India the 
Bengal tiger is now only a 
few thousand strong, and is 
concentrated in special 
parks. This is hardly 
surprising when one Indian 
prince lamented that he had 
failed as a hunter because 
he had only shot 1,000 ti
gers . 

In America the grizzly 
bear is found in only one 
state, where previously it 
had roamed most of the 
country. The clearest 
example of the wholesale 
butchery of a species was in 
Zimbabwe. Here the black 
rhino is now very rare due 
to poaching for its horn. A 
handful of brave people try 
to capture the remaining 
rhinos so that they can be 
transported to safe places. 
But this team is under
funded, with a battered old 
truck, tranquiliser darts 
which only work half the 
time and so on. The 
poachers have modern wea
pons like AK47 rifles, plus 
an unlimited supply of those 
desperate enough for money 
to risk their lives poach
ing. 

What is so maddening is 
that with a planned eco
nomy the incentive to hunt 
species to extinction would 
be removed, and workers 
all over the world would 
have the chance to see these 
creatures in their natural 
environment. 

Pete McNally, Coventry. 

Sick profits 
in hospitals 

Tory murders 
Dear Comrades, 

Further evidence of the 
gross underfunding of the 
health service is revealed by 
the latest actions of the 
South Tees Area Health Au
thority. They have just ap
pointed a marketing and 
sales manager to raise cash 
for the health service in the 
region. 

His job is to consider 
revenue-raising schemes 
such as selling advertising 
space in health premises, 
selling goods at health cen
tres and wait for it ... hiring 
out equipment owned by the 

authority. 
This from the authority 

which has just closed down 
the Carter Bequest hospital 
in Middlesbrough and 
slashed nearly £1.5 million 
from the health budget of 
the district. 

Obviously the Tories 
don't want the health ser
vice to be a service but 
rather run it on business 
lines to make a profit. Safe 
in their hands? That's the 
sickest joke ever. 

Andy Walker, Midd
lesbrough LPYS. 

Dear Comrades, 
Recently on TV we have 

seen several adverts about 
the dangers of freezi ng to 
death in the winter. This is 
an attempt by the govern
ment to divert attention 
away from the real reasons 
for the deaths- they 
haven' t got enough mo ney 
to live on! On average 200 
people freeze to death ev
ery day in winter. Jack 
Jones of the Pensioners 
Union has stated that more 
than 52,000 people died 
duri ng the winter of 85/86. 
Last year it was even 
worse! About 22 ,000 were 
pensioners. This proves 
that it isn't just people who 

are old or fra il dyi ng. but 
thousands of people who 
are able-bod ied and com
paratively fit. 

The gove rnment adverts 
try to say that it is our fau lt 
that people freeze because 
of their own ignorance. But 
people die as a direct con
sequence of the govern
ment 's cuts in benefits, 
rebates , pensions and the 
NHS. 

The Tory gangsters have 
killed these people willfuly. 
They regard us as an ex
pendable, exploitable com
modity. 

Andrew Shepherd , Cle
veland. 
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anise the fightback 

Miners and Bloc supporters lobby the TUC in 1984. 

MILITANT SPOKE to 
George Williamson, Bloc or
ganising secretary, about 
the coming national 
conference:-

Miliwnt: 
What is the Rroad l ,eft Organis

ing Commillee? 
Georn.e: Bloc was formed in 

198 1 wh~cn a group of left activists 
got together to discuss issues 
which cut across indiv idual trade 
union lines. They recognised that 
the right wing in the movement 
get together to discuss their 
strategy, so why not have a n 
umbre lla body for the trade union 
left? It started meeting regularly, 
although with o nl y about five or 
six Broad Lefts involved , but 
slowl y built up support in othe r 
unions. One by o ne othe r Broad 
Lefts became involved. 

At the 1983 co nference just 
over one hun dred act ivists attend
ed. It was the second defeat of 
Labour a nd the birth of ' new 
rea li sm ' whi ch spurred us into 
plann in g a bigger event. Support 
for Rloc grew as a result of the 
Warrington printers ' dispute in 
November 1983, a nd the GCHQ 
dispute in the following Janu ary. 
More a nd mo re workers saw the 
sca le of the Tories ' and th e 
bosses· onslaught and th e inabili
ty of the official leadership to 
orga ni se a fightback. But it was 
the outbreak of the coal di spute 
which really ra ised the mood in
side the movement. The 1984 
conference, held only a fortnight 
after the start of the strike, was 
attended by some three thousand 
activists. Double thi s number 

George Williamson. 

joined a lobby of the TUC, later 
in the year , in an a ttempt to get 
them to organise act ion for the 
min ers. 

We have held a number of 
nati o nal events since then a nd the 
name of the Bloc continues to 
break now gro und in the move
ment amon gst the rank a nd 
file. 

M: The theme of the next con
ference has been billed as 'Or
ganise the Fightback'. What can 
Bloc organise that hasn't been 
cried already? 

George: Thi s th eme was 
chosen because there are 
thousands of trade union activists 
who arc look in g for some kind of 
lead agai nst the o nsla ught of 
political and economic attacks on 
the work ing class by the Tories . 
Many have taken th e view that 
since a lead isn ' t forthcoming 
from the to ps of the movcm.::nt. 
they sho uld atte mpt to build up 

Photo: Militant 

pressure o n the leadership to 
adopt a different strategy to that 
of the ' new rea lists '. 

In side the individual unions, 
Broad Lefts can o rganise to ei ther 
force th e leaders to wage a fight, 
or to get new leaders who will. 
The who le thrust of such a cam
paign of course is within the trade 
union bodies themselves. through 
the official structures . Anything 
e lse, quite fra nkl y, would be play
ing ga mes . 

The a im of the co nfere nce is 
twofo ld ; to build the trade union 
Broad 1.efts into mass grouping~ 
within each unio n . in effect turn
ing them inside o ut and creating 
fighting , democratic organisa
tions at all levels; and in the short 
term to hammer the ideas of ' new 
realism· amongst the members 
a nd articulate the strategy to 
defeat the various Tory attacks o n 
our class, especially the nex t 
round of ant i- uni on laws. 

M: Are you confident that the 
conference will be a success? 

Confident but not compl ace nt. 
The indi vidual Broad Lefts a re 
being asked to give their full 
support to the event , and of 
co urse it is their effo rts which will 
determine how successful the 
conference actually is. This eve nt 
will be the single most important 
event for trade unionists keen to 
fight in 1988. It will be an oppo r
tunity to pl a n out the way ahead. 
The need for the trade union 
moveme nt to unite and fi ght has 
never been more urgent . I would 
appeal to a ll left wi ng trade union 
activists to come to the con
ference a nd make this a reali 
ty. 

Build the Broad Left 
THE TRADE union confe
rence being organised by 
the Broad Left Organis
ing Committee in Shef
field on 13 February is 
already generating consi
derable interest. This is 
true not least amongst 
member:s of the national 
Broad Lefts who will be 
meeting over the coming 
weeks to discuss what 
their input into the confe
rence will be and what 
motions they will be sub
mitting for debate. 

There is no shortage of 
issues or problems needing 
to be discussed by trade 
union activists. The Tories 
are presently preparing a 
whole array of assaults on 
trade unions and their 
members. They plan more 
unwarranted interference 
into their internal affairs; 
they are pushing that scabs 
be allowed to strikebreak 
even if a ballot for industrial 
action has been held and a 
majority have voted for ac
tion. So much for their com
mitment to democracy! 

In addition, plans to sell 

off council housing estates 
to private developers; to 
destroy the comprehensive 
education system; to in
troduce the poll tax in 1990; 
and to privatise more ser
vices and industries are all 
of grave concern to the tra
de union movement. 

Responsibility 
In the light of these at

tacks it amounts to nothing 
less than an abdication of 
responsibility that the trade 
union movement is not pre
paring an all-out campaign 
of resistance to them. The 
so- called 'new realists' 
would have us believe that 
the trade unions do not 
have the strength to fight 
against the measures. 

The opposite is the case. 
If the mighty trade union 
movement was mobilised 
in total opposition, utilising 
industrial action where 
necessary, these attacks 
and others could be easily 
defeated, indeed the Tories' 
days in power would be 
numbered. 
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BROAD LEFT ORGANISING COl•l t I EE 

Conference '88 
Sheffield City Hall 

Sat 13 February 
Speakers include Tony Benn 
All trade union bodies (branches, workplaces, 
district committees, divisional councils etc.) 
can send up to five delegates. The fee per 
delegate is £3. For an application form and 
details of local transport to the conference, 

write to Broad Left Organising Committee, PO 
box 464, London ES 8PT. 

This week 
£1888 

Solve our housing crisis 
NO EXPENSE has been 
spared in reconstructing a 
Georgian-style mansion for 
Tory Health Secretary, 
John Moore. His new office 
comes complete with 
private bathroom and 
chandelier! The price? A 
snip at £36 million. Yet 
over 100,000 familles will 
be accepted as homeless 
by local authorities this 
year. Since 1979, spen
ding on public housing has 
been cut by a staggering 
70 per cent. 

Eleanor Donne £100. A 
reader from Sussex gave 
£50 as did Malrie Miller 
who redeemed her £50 
pledge made at the 
Mll/tant Rally in Glas
gow. 

Preston and £9.52 was 
collected at a LP social In 
Leicester. By now, every 
area should have organis
ed an end of year social. 
Some of the areas have 
got off to an early start! An 
Edinburgh social raised 
£50, a Marxmas dinner In 
North Kent, £20.50 and an 
alternative bonfire party In 
Skipton, £12.40. Special 
thanks to this week's cont
ributors, Including: 

1 Southern 
2 South East 
3 Eastern 
4 London 
5 Scot West 
6 West Mids 
7 South West 
8 Scot East 
9 Wales 

10 Yorks 
11 East Mids 
12 Man/Lanes 333 
13 Northern 389 

14 Merseyside 352 
15 National 1150 

/Total 

. · S0,000 BY THE STH JANUARY . 

But now Mllltant needs 
your help to avert our own 
housing crisis. We're not 
asking our readers for £36 
million or chandeliers but 
to repair our storm
damaged roof, and to keep 
us going we need £50,000 
by the end of the year. 

Last week, Tim Halpin 
from lea Valley donated 
£165 and Dave Murray & 

Collections at meetings 
have also been raising the 
roof. £93 was raised In 
East London and £90 In 
North Kent. Supporters 
from Newcastle sent us 
the beer money from their 
rally, amounting to 
£108. 

Marxmas 
Make sure the appeal 

sheets and Raise the Roof 
draw tickets are taken 
round the workplaces and 
at LP and TU meetings. 
Stephen Andrew, a Nalgo 
member from Glasgow, 
donated £30. £5 was rais
ed from BAC workers at 

£5 from Danlel McKay, 
school student, from Ips
wich. Lynn Spence, £20; 
B.Becklngham, £10; Chris 
Hargreaves, £10, all from 
South east Lancashire. 
Two readers from Ogmore, 
£25. Gavin Brown, GMB 
Edinburgh £10. Jo Muller, 
Plaistow, £10. Rob Craw
ford, Lea Valley, £10. 
B.Edwards,London, £5. 
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• • reject this o r 
POSTAL WORKERS in the Union 
of Communications Workers 
(UCW) must reject the Post Office 
offer. After waiting 22 years and 
negotiating for 13, is this the best 
that the executive council can 
achieve? Alan Tuffin and the ex
ecutive have been out-maneouvred 
by Nicholson. The deal hatched 
between the union leaders and the 
Post Office represents a setback 
for postal workers. 

By a London postal worker 

We have been offered a maxi mum 
of 90 minutes off the workin g week 
for some workers , which will not 
come into effect until September and 
November next year , at the earliest . 
In return , we will be expected to work 
harder for even less money . The 
agreement , if accepted , is a green 
light for management to introduce 
further draconian attacks on our pay 
and working conditions. 

This offer should never even have 
been considered by the executive. 
The action should have been stepped 
up. 

Incredibly , with no alternat ive 
before us, the executive is aski ng us to 
agree to the scrapping of the IWM 
bonus scheme . For some membe rs it 
will mean a cash bu y-out but fo r 
smaller offices where the bonus 
payments are minimal the worke rs 
will get nothing . For many thi s is a cut 
in wages. 

Can we expect Post Office manage
ment to come up wi th a bonus scheme 
that rea lly benefits us? Undo ubtedly , 
they will want to introduce a new 
bonus sc heme with a maximum week
ly payment. considerably less than ::it 
present . T he execut ive shou ld be 
demand ing th at a ll our members get a 
decent living wage. 

The offer means: 
U-90 minutes reduc ti on for po~tmcn 

and postwomen. PHG 's and cleaners. 

Alan Tuffin Photo: Militant. 

from Septe mber and November 
1988. 
* One hour reduction for cateri ng 

grades from September a nd 
November 1988. 
* No reduction fo r counter and 

clerical grades. 
It has been already conceded to 

management that the enhanced over
time payments wi ll not be give n until 
November 1989. 

This offer is divisive and unaccep
table. The battle must not rest for 
a nothe r 22 years. We have to demand 
th e full 3 ho ur a nd no strings 
NOW ! 

Management 's dem and for further 
co-operati o n o n flexible work ing pat
terns will inevitably herald the int
roduction of additional casual and 
asssociate grades . 

The deal also gives a commitment 
to the Post Office to discuss othe r 
issues detrimental to o ur members. 
These include cashless pay-fo rcing 
postal workers into bank accounts; a 
cha nge in su mmer staffing 
arrangements - which will in <.:vitab!y 
lead to the introduction of more 
casuals; and discussions on CJ\·ert ime 
payments. 

It is unbelievahl c that this is th e 
best the right-wing executive could 

· achi eve. They were given a clear 
mandate to fight. The anger and 
determination was growi ng an d the 
tim e was right with the ru.n up to 
C hristmas . 

The leadership of the union has 
been shown to be completely inade
quate in th ese negoti a ti o ns. The 
management have always had th e 
uppe r hand. 

The executive co uncil were ins
tructed by annu al confe re nce to 
negoti ate a three ho ur red uction , and 
to ba ll ot for acti o n by the e nd o f 
September if talks fa iled . They aban
doned this course of action in favour 
of a llowing the new Chairman of th e 
Post Office more time to put his 
posi ti o n . All workers know that even 
if the face of a boss changes the 
policies never do. 

When the leade rship finall y bal
loted the membe rship in November. 
after pressure from the rank and file , 
two months had elapsed , leaving the 
union vulnerable to prolonged 
negotia tions. The time-scale is now 
such th at to win the full three hours 
with no strings we need a change of 
tactics . 

The initi ative must be regained . 
The executive have decided to put this 
offer to a ba ll ot of the membership. 
Unfortunate ly, the ballot will not be 
soon enough to get th e necessary 
all-out strike before Christmas. Any 
act io n fo llowing the C hri stmas period 
will inevitablv be weakened. If the 
ballot is delayed a nd if no action 
commences before Christmas. the n a 
special delegate conference shou ld be 
called immediately followi ng the holi
day to re-examine the strategy and 
thoroughly prepare for new act ion . 

Leadership is important in any dis
pute. Tuffin and the right-wing ex
ecutive have proved themselves in
capable of leading this battle. l\eedcd 
now is · fighting militant leadership. 
i:r Reject the offe r ' 
1< For the full claim ! 
11: Ca ll a special delegate conference . 

A postman's lot 
is not a happy 
one 

NO DOUBT most of you 
will be looking forward 
to Christmas, and a 
chance for a well
deserved rest. Some may 
also be sending 
greeetings through the 
post. Well, just 
remember that for Post 
Office workers, Christ
mas is not much of a rest. 
They face compulsory 
overtime, meaning full 
night shifts, followed by 
the normal mail 
round. 

by an Edinburgh postie's 
daughter. 

Even the casual help 
taken on does not stop such 
graft taking its toll. For my 
father, Christmas day is 
mostly spent sleeping 
thanks to the strain of the 
previous weeks' work. Ob
viously, the overtime money 
is much needed at this time 
of year , but I wonder 
whether he would do it if it 
wasn't compulsory. Unlike 
many post workers , my 
father never has done over
time, preferring to maintain 
his health and sanity . even 
at the expense of a better 
standard of living. 

Others, however , do 
enor mous amounts of over
time all year round: not 

through greed , but because 
of the poverty wages paid 
by the Post Office. For 
younger workers especially, 
trying to raise a family or 
pay a mortgage, there simp
ly isn't a choice. What a 
disgrace, when so many are 
unemployed, that potential 
jobs are eaten up in over
time by workers desperate 
to keep their heads above 
water . 

Pittance 
These workers are out in 

all weathers and many fulfil 
the role of a social worker
cum-community worker for 
their elderly and lonely cus
tomers. Even this is being 
destroyed as the time need
ed for those much app
reciated chats is becoming 
more and more scarce. Post 
Oflice management has 
a lready tightened up , forc
ing workers to cover many 
more streets than before in 
the same time and fo r no 
extra ·money. All this for a 
pittance of a wage. 

Oh, and if any tax collec· 
tors are reading this, my 
dad gets nothing like £50 in 
tips at Christmas-more 
like a few cans, and if he's 
lucky, the occasional bottle 
of whiskey, or a few 
cigs. 

Knowsley council 
treats cleaners 
just like dirt 

ckANLG j urnalists 

CLEANERS IN Knowslcy 
schools have all rece ived 
letters explain ing why thei r 
Labour council and local 
trade unio ns arc trying to 
do the Tories· dirty 
work. 

In one school they are 
getting rid of 13 cleaners on 
tempora ry contracts. H alf 
the o riginal workforce will 
be left to do all the 
work. 

I asked two of the 
cleaners for their n~action. 
Liz Barker. a temp for the 
last ten months. who will be 
finished off by Christmas . 
said, •·Jfs non-stop from 
the moment you take you r 
coat oft tili you put it on 
again w go horn<.: . Each 
night I've left here with my 
body aching . And despi te 
that '. .;he ~1u<kt1. "We still 
can't du the job' .. 

.J..:an Warren ::aid. ' · It"~ 
impossible. Thcv want 
>lave, . not pcopic. Ii we 
were to make the new 
sy tern wOik we would have 
to cut back on the work we 
do and cut down on stan
dard~ elsewhere. Hov. the 
unions accepted suc h a deal 
is ridiculous. They've sold 
us down the river. And thi s 
council's getting away with 

murder.· · 
She's right. In order to 

get away with these cuts 
th ey have to ta lly mi sled the 
workforce. In the le tter 
they state th at. ··Negotia
tions have been concluded 
wi th the unions . . .. it is not 
po sible to provide details . 
as if these we re to fall into 
the hands of a future com
petitor it would destroy the 
whole of the negotiations 
and put everybody's job at 
risk ... 

Thi quote reveals fully 
the total dishonesty of 
these arch witch-hunters. 

The new Act intends to 
leave no loopholes. Despite 
thi s. the Labour council. 
with the complicity of the 
local uni ons. have useJ the 
Torv ::ict as an excuse to 
m~1ke cuts on the \\cakcst 
~cction of thL \\ < .. rki1)rLc . 

Incredibly. in _ urrcnder
ing their low paid worker~ 
to che full impact of govern
mcm legislation ·- 18 mon
th~ early-they paid for the 
services of the Ton firm, 
Coop r and Liurand, cur
rently employed by Ken
.1 ,:th Baker to work o ut the 
best way of making the 
Ed ucation Act work. 

CONFRONTATION: John 
Murphy, Advertiser Nor
th London Group deputy 
m anaging director, wags 
his finger at a sacked 
member of the National 
Union of Journalists 
(NUJ) after calling police 
to clear demonstrators 
off the company's 
forecourt in Finchley. 

The demonstration 
and picket followed the 
redundancy of six ANLG 
journalists early in 
November, closely fol -
1owed by the sacking of 
eight of their co lleagues 
who took strike action in 
defence of their jobs. 

Redundancy 
The company's seven 

titles, the Enfield, Har
ingey, Barnet. Finchley, 
Hendon, Edgware and 
Hampstead Advertisers 
are currently being pro
duced by scab non-un ion 
journalists. The NUJ 
chapel, who voted 
unanimously to fight the 
sack!ngs, are ca!ling for 
your help in their strike 
by: 
i<lnviting a speaker to 

your workplace or union 
meeting. 
1.rJoining them on the 

picket at ANLG HQ at 281 
Ballards Lane, Finchley, 
N12 (near Tally Ho cor-

ner) Sam onwards. large 
demos every Tuesday. 
i:rHolding collections or 

making a donation to the 
strike fund (cheques 
payable to t he Advertiser 
NUJ, c/o Disputes Room, 

Acorn House, 314-320 
Grav's Inn Road, London 
wci SOP). 
*Refusing to have any 

dealings w ith t he Adver
tiser series. 
* Joining the 'Keep the 

Advertiser Local' march 
on Sat 12 Dec. Assemble 
11 am, Woodside Park 
tube station. leave at 12 
noon. Rally at Victoria 
Park, Finchley at 2pm. 
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Scargill • campaign Defend Fife's 
~ · Seafield pit • • • 1s ga1n1ng 8 

640 JOBS at Seafield col
§; liery in Fife are now in 
~: jeopardy due to British 
~ Coal's announcement on 

have to be exported 
from . 

Industrial relations at the 
pit are almost non-existent. 
In fact 12 shifts have been 
lost in the last 13 weeks. I 
think this sums it up. ground 25 November that pro

duction targets must be 
reached by 11 January 
or the pit may close. 

The campaign has 
already started to secure 
our future in Seafield. Ar
thur Scargill will be speak
ing at a meeting organised 
by Seafield Scebta on 
Saturday 12 December. A 
committee has also been set 
up, and we will be tak ing 
our case to the public and 
local community. 

ALL THE indications are that 
Arthur Scargill's campaign for re
election as President of the Na
tional Union of Mine-workers is 

. gaining ground. 

By Tim Harris 

In Yorkshire, he has won the=-nomina
tion, with 52 out of a possible 54 
branch nominations. Support is also 
coming in from areas which the Tory 
press was only a few days ago boasting 
would go behind right-winger John 
Walsh. 

An opinion poll commissioned by 
the Daily Mail, no friend of the trade 
unions or working people, shows two 
thirds backing Scargill, with an enor
mous five to one majority in his favour 
in Yorkshire. 

Latest pits to nominate him include 
Bilston Glen and Monktonhall in Scot
land , despite the Area leadership, and 
in Lancashire, Bickershaw, Parkside, 
Golborne and Sutton Manor. 

Without a doubt, in the run up to 
the ballot every available column inch 
in the Tory press will be devoted to the 
need to remove Scargill. Just 
remember back to the strike of 1984-
85, when the press sunk to their 
lowest-ever levels, in denouncing our 
struggle. "Scum of the earth" and 
"Scargill's war on democracy" were 
two from that period, but the real 
feelings of their Tory paymasters were 
probably best summed up by the 
Sunday Times: "Educational selection 
has left a residue of D and E stream 
secondary modern and comprehensive 
school pupils for pit work .... it is only 
the diluted human residue that re
main." We can expect the next few 
weeks to see the smears and filth 
spewing from the press and media 
again, because they understand that 
Scargill is one of a very small band of 
national trade union leaders prepared 
to fight. This means that his election 
campaign must be taken to every pit 
and to every community to guarantee a 
landslide victory. 

Arthur Scargill - standing for re-election. 

The Tories and British Coal 
management understand that they 
want him out of the way in order to 
press ahead with their plans for pit 
closures and privatisation, all the more 
quickly. A renewed mandate for Ar
thur Scargill from our members 
should be used to step up the offensive 
against the disciplinary code and 
against the threat of six day work
ing. 

By John Shaw 
-Scebta delegate, Seafield 

colliery (personal 
capacity) 

British Coal have said 
the overtime ban has af
fected Seafield colliery 
more th an any other in 
Scotland. Seafield has vast 
coal reserves, 110 million 
tonnes lying under the 
River Forth. Our coal is 
some of the best quality in 
Eu.rope, havi ng a very low 
sulphur content, which 
combats the acid rain pro
blem . In fact the Danes , 
who are building more 
coal-fired power stations , 
and are acid rain conscious, 
are now showing inte rest. 
This market of two million 
tonnes per year would not 
only safeguard our jobs, 
but create jobs in the local 
docks where the coal would 

Plans are also being 
drawn up to contact other 
pits under threat of closure, 
for example Redbrook and 
Woolley , who want to unify 
together a fight against 
British Coal on their pit 
clusure programme . 

That 's why it is important 
for the miners to build up 
an active and campaigning 
Broad Left. We must start 
with the re-election of Ar
thur Scargill as President. 
The miners at Seafield 
Scebta have given their 
nomination unanimously 
for Scargill to be re
elected. 

CPSA backs clear pay claim 
DELEGATES TO last week's 
Civil and Public Services As
sociation (CPSA) pay con
ference by 86,077 votes to 
43,623 demanded: 
t:r A £25 per week flat rate 
increase. 
t:r A minimum wage of 
£134 per week. 
t:r A 35 hour week. 
t:r Defence of national pay 
bargaining. 

These demands reflect the 
value by which civil servants' 
wages have fa llen si nce the Tories 
abolished pay comparabiljty . 
They are to be incorporated into 
the fort hcoming pay claim. 

Delegate after delegate exp
lained in graphi c terms the pro
blems facing CPSA members. 
Many are heavily in debt. Others 
rely on benefits and part-time 
work to make ends meet. The 
average take-home pay of a 
CPSA member is £83 per 
week. 

Yet incredibly , Broad Left '84 
(BL '84) and the so-called 
' moderates ' opposed this motion . 
Conference decisively rejected 
their argument that members 
wouldn 't support a 'shopping 
basket ' claim . 

D e legates pointed to the en
thusiastic suppo rt given by 
members to the 1987 claim. The 
1988 claim doesn·t , as BL '84 and 
the 'moderates ' argue, ' reh ash 
the same old slogans'. It seeks to 
build on the mood created in 1987 
and to solve the same old pro
blems. 

There was more debate on how 
we can solve these problems . 
BL '84 argued that the major 
reason why members did not 
achieve success in the 1987 pay 
campaign was the call by CPSA 
for an all- out strike , which they 
say led to the break up of the joint 
campaign with the Society of Civil 
and Public Servants (SCPS) and 
ended the possibility of victory 
through further rounds of selec
ti ve action. 

The BL '84 motion made unity 
with the civil service trade unions 
the 'prime concern ', arguing that 

th e nationa l executive should dis
cuss a joint strategy with no 
preconditions. But , in real ity, BL 
'84 were calling for the disc
redited strategy of the SCPS 
leadership , of long-term selective 
action. Such a strategy , by its very 
nature , is drawn-out, involving 
different sections of the member
ship at different times. It does not 
bring the full force o f the union to 
bea r and has within it all the 
dangers of division . 

This program me was decisive ly 
rejected by 70 ,377 to 56 ,341. It 
was clear that most delegates 
wanted unity . But it was also 
clear that a majority saw a con
tinued programme of selective 
action and a lack of preparation 
by the outgoing right-wing ex
ecuti ve, and the decision of the 
SCPS leade rship to abandon all 
action, as the major reasons why 
mempers had voted against an 
all-out strike . 

There was some confusion at 
the conference on strategy and 

the way forward this year due to 
the affects of the long drawn- out 
battle last year. Different laye rs 
of the union were coming to 
diffe rent concl usions. Certain 
wide layers now unde rstand that 
act ion has to be all-out to have 
any serious chance of forcing the 
Government to co ncede our 
demands. 

Polarised 
Others, despite th eir ex

periences and dreadful low pay, 
hope there is an easier way out . 
The right wing and BL '84 leant 
on these layers and played on 
the ir fears . It was clear though 
th at the basic hard support for the 
left is growing , step by step , 
under the hammer blows of 
events. 

This conference was more 
sharply pol itically polarised than 
any CPSA conference to date. 
The differences between BL '84 
and the right wing melted away as 

Photo: Mick Carroll. 

they combined to rubbish the 
central ideas put forward by the 
Broad Left NEC, despite any 
re percussions this may have for 
the cohesion and unity among the 
rank and fil e. or any ammunition 
they would give to the anti- trade 
union press . 

Many were simply motivated 
by hostility to Militant supporters 
and the Broad Left. Marion 
Chambers at one point called in 
Mike Duggan , a BL '84 leade r , 
when she wanted the 'voice of 
reason'. Duggan then proceeded 
to harangue the delegates with 
lurid ideas of a Trot' executive , 
and a lmost re- iterated Harold 
Wilson's infamous charges 
against th e National Union of 
Seamen in 1966 , by claiming that 
the union was being run by 
politically motivated activists , o r
ganised by the Militant . 

Having rubbished the idea of 
all-out strike action and been 
defeated, some of the BL '84 
leaders then came forward as 

defenders of all-out st rikes and 
against the idea of emergency 
payments in an indefinite , all
porters and others were ex plain
ing the need for emergency 
payments in an indefinate. all
out strike , to protect the most 
vulnerable, and to keep the sup
port of the wider working 
class. 

Having opportunistically joined 
with the right wing against an 
all-out strike , they then swung to 
the opposite extreme, resting on 
th e inexperience of sections of the 
union to oppose emergency pro
visions. 

For those who cannot imagine 
themselves ever being involved in 
leading an all-out , indefinite 
s!rike it is easy to ridicule the 
concern of those who are in the 
leade rship and who are preparing 
fo r th e future seriously. On a 
show of hands , the provision for 
emerge ncy payments was 
defeated , but it was clear that 
those supporting emergency pro
vis ions were fa r more numerous 
th an when the issue was last 
debated. 

The national executive will now 
approach the SCPS with a view to 
formulating a joint claim and sub
mitting it at an early stage to the 
Government. Hopefully , the 
forceful stand taken by delegates 
at conference will persuade the 
G overnment to enter into serious 
negotiations. However, the ex
perience of the last seven years of 
Tory government suggests other
wise . 

Therefore , while the NEC 
should be prepared to talk , we 
must also prepare to fight. We 
must build the mood for action 
through a full-scale campaign . 
This must explain to members 
how we can survive the hardships 
of all-out action and build con
fidence in the strength of the 
union to achieve our claim . If we 
can do this, we can be successfu l 
Ill 1988. 

By Tom Taylor 
branch secretary, CPSA DE, 

London North, personal 
capacity 
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WE'LL ALL be pole
axed by the Tory poll 
tax. No-one over 18 will 
escape. In Scotland the 
_Tories want to introduce 
it on 1 April next 
year. 

By Andy Clachers 

Then 350,000 unemp
loyed Scots and 750,000 
who don ' t pay rates at the 
moment will have to find 
the money for the new 
'community charge'. 

But thousands of Scottish 
workers don't intend to be 
the Tories ' April fools. 
They will be demonstrating 
against the tax this Satur
day (12 December). 

" We are being penalised 
for being working class,'' a 
single parent told the Leith 
Leader community news
paper. " I will certainly con
sider not paying it.' ' 

"How could I pay the 
tax? " said a pensioner . "ifl 
didn ' t get a rates rebate. I 
couldn't have a house. " 

There is a mood for a 
fightback. Public meetings 
have been packed and 
tenants' groups have reviv
ed all over Scotland. Pres
sure is building up for a 
campaign in the housing 
schemes to organise non
payment and to force 
Labou r councils not to col-

lect. 
1,000 residents of the 

Haymarket/Tollcross ward 
of Edinburgh have signed a 
petition calling on the 
Regional Council not to col
lect the tax. ' ' If we put 
ourselYes on the line by 
breaking the law, then the 
councillors should too, to 
give a collective lead in the 
struggle." said one local 
woman. 

Organise 
Many local Labour Party 

and Labour Party Young 
Socialists branches are or
ganising local people to 
fight the tax, often at the 
suggestion of Militant sup
porters. Anti-poll tax 
unions are being set up in 
their areas. 

In Edinburgh, a Broad 
Left conference will be held 
after Saturday's march at 
Kirkgate Community Cent
re in Leith . It will discuss 
the fight against the poll tax 
and ensure that those will
ing to fight the Tory tax 
turn out in force at Edin
burgh Trades Council 's 
conference in January . 

As an Edinburgh student 
told the Leith Leader: " I'm 
against the tax. It should be 
fought in Parliament and on 
the streets ." 

How to beat the Poll 
T ax - see page 9 

Become a 
Milital\t 
supporter 

Name . . 

Address · 

Subscription rates : 

UK 13 issues .. £5 .50 26 issues [ 11 00 
Europe : 26 issues £15 00 
Rest of World : 26 issues £1 8 00 

Return t o the Circulation Department , Militant, 3 / 1 3 
Hepscott Road , London E9 5HB. 

Inside 
Tories gag BBC 
see page 4 

Lessons of postal dispute 
see page 14 

MILITANT DEMANDS: 
* District Labour Parties and Regional 
Labour Parties must instruct council 
Labour groups not to collect the tax; 
* A mass campaign of non-payment 
must be organised on the housing 
schemes; * Labour councils and the Labour Party 
must link up with local authority and 
other unions to organise a one-day 
strike before the tax is due to start; 
* Anti-poll tax unions must be set up in 
every area to organise the campaign; 
* They must work with local authority 
unions to take action against councils 
who implement the tax. 

Manchester lobby 
to stop the cuts 
AT A UNION mee ti ng in 
Shena Simon co llege. M an
chester. 200 students voted for 
a strike on 16 D ecember to 
lobby the Labour city coun
cil . 

By Brian Smith (NU S 
executive Shena Si mon 

col lege) 

They had just learnt that 
th eir college was due to be 
closed. The city council have 
announced a 20 per cent cut in 
education which will m ean 
school and coll ege cl osures 
and m erge rs. They will cut up 
to a thousand teachers ' jobs 
and 25 per ce nt o f schoo l meal 
and cleaning staff. 

Cuts in sch ool mea ls and in 
non profit-m aking further 
education courses are also in 
th e pack age. Students from 
Shena Simon call on all o ther 
schools and colleges in M an
cheste r to support th e strike 

and bovcott lessons. and fo r al l 
councii workers t o j o in th e 
lobbv on 16 D ecem ber. star
ting "at Albert Square . Man
chester. 

Manchester cuts-centre 
pages Manchester 
housing-page 7 

Militant 
Readers' Meeting 
Tuesday 15 December, 
7.30, M; nchester Town 
Hall. S1 eakers include: 
Felicit Dowling (sur
chargf d and expelled 
Liver ;>ool councillor, 
and ionner chair of 

educ<: cion on Liverpool 
counc'l) and Manchester 

cit, councillor John 
Byrne. 

* Lobby of the Labour group: Tuesday 15 December, 
6 .30pm, Manchester Town Hall. 
* Lobby of Manchester city council : Wednesday 16 
December. Rally at 9am at Albert Square. Speakers include 
John Byrne (the only councillor to vote against the cuts) and 
Andrea Enisouh (president of Fielden Park College SU). School students' strike this year. Photo: Mili ta nt 

Donate 
I w ould l ik e to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the f ight ing fund . 

Sell 
I would like to se ll 
papers per week (minimum 5 ) 
on a sa le or return basis. 

Subscribe 

52 issues £22 .00 
52 issues £30 00 
52 issues £36.00 

Ma ke cheques pa yable t o 
Militant. 

• The immediate introduction 
of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment . 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, 
education, the health ser
vice, etc. 

• A minimum wage of £ 120 
a week tied to the cost of 
living for all, including sick 
and disabled people. 

• A socialist plan of produc
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trade unions . shop 
stewards, the unwaged 

and small business people. 

• Opposition t o the capitalist 
Common Market, the EEC . 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a W orld Socialist 
Federation . 

• Workers " management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, one
third from the TUC repre 
senting the working class 
as a whole . and one-third 
from the government . 

Opposition to the Tory 
government's anti-union 

laws and reversal of at - · 
tacks on the trade unions. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
with the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and inter
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

• Nationalisation of the top 
200 monopolies. including 
the banks and insurance 
companies which control 
80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the economy . This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parliament 
with minimum compensa
tion on the basis of proven 
need. 


