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.papers and make your plans now.
“How many potential readers are out

WHAT ESTATE or streets are you
going to canvass in Militant’s special
campaign of door to door sales?
Don’t forget, the campaign starts
with our next issue. Order extra

there waiting for you to call?

dit

30p

RALLY’S 8

ALEXANDRA PALACE

19 JUNE 1988
12—-6PM

From Militant Rally, 3—13 Hepscott Rd, London ES 5HB

1

Tickets £6

booking form—see page 7
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curity

® Rent and rate
rebates cut

® Benefit withdrawn
from 16-18 year olds

® Emergency payments
replaced by loans

® Payments for heating
stopped

MY PHONE has not stopped ring-
ing this week. Desperate pen-
sioners and low paid workers have
been calling about the brutal ef-
fects of the Tories’ callous Social

Act. Many are frantic
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Some have ended up paying out £20

a week extra in

rent and rates. *1
o 72 . .

N L2Oo1Ng 1O P

tecars when thev found out how much
they stand to lose.

Housing and DHSS offices all over
the country saw similar scenes on
Grim Monday when the Act came
into force. Civil service workers who
have to administer the cuts demons-
trated against them. Some put up
notices asking claimants not to blame
them for the government’s brutali-
ty:

The changes in social security
payments are bad enough. But at least
their effects will be gradual. But

_have 1o pay £3 or £4 extra for their

CIVIL SERVANTS demonstrated as claimants queued on the day the
Social Security Act was introduced. _

householders who were on supp-
lementary benefit have to pay 20 per
cent of their rates plus water rates
immediately.

Worst hit at the moment are low
income families, widows, the long-
term sick and pensioners. In Erskine,
the area | represent. hundreds of
ouscholders will suffer badly. 1 am

ther remt.
To cap 1t all. many families who

have had their housing benefit cut also

they 'sc angry as well. They are beng
toid o calicelate how 0 rahon out
ther mmsery. whale the Budget gave
mulbons to the nch

What kind of society do we live in
when a millionaire hke Sir Ralph
Halpern can get a £5.000 a week tax
cut, which is more than many famihes
receive in income in a year?

Why is it that the rich need tax cuts
as an incentive for their labours while
the poor require benefit cuts to induce
them to work?

Youth and the social security
cuts—p. 5

“Out of 772 jobs at the four Nottingham offices, 202 are due to go,”
union branch secretary Paul Barton told a Militant reporter. “The
government claim the changes will make the system easier. It's true
computerisation will relieve some of the clerical drudgery, but they
won't use the extra resources to help claimants by processing claims

quicker or doing more visits, which is what we want.”

.esse
Jackson’s
campaign

—pages 8-9

Tories a
health risk

—page 11

Eric Heffer
speaks to
Militant

—page 2
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group.

Hijack crisis

THE HIJACK of the Kuwaiti airliner and the
murder of passengers taken hostage will be con-
demned by workers throughout the world. Such acts
do nothing to advance the cause of the working class
or oppressed nationalities.

On the contrary they play into the hands of the
ruling classes of all the countries involved. They
provide the pretext for more repressive measures
and divert attention from the state terrorism carried
out by the same governments who hypocritically
deplore the hijacking.

In 1986 the US government bombed -civilian
targets in Libya. The Israeli state is inflicting a reign
of state terror on the West Bank and Gaza. The
Iragi regime has just killed thousands of Kurdish
villagers in a horrific chemical bomb attack. The
British Tories have shot dead three Irish republicans
in Gibraltar, without any attempt to detain
them. ,

The condemnation of ‘terrorism’ by these people
is hypocritical. The problems of the Middle East are
the product of past and continuing imperialist
intervention to keep the workers and peasants in
subjection by fomenting national and religious
differences.

Lebanon, from which some of the hijackers are
assumed to come, was originally created as an
artificial Christian capitalist state from within Mus-
lim Syria. Its constitution was rigged to ensure that
power rested in the hands of the ruling class, while
the different religious groups would be thrown into
conflict with each other rather than unite to fight the
capitalists.

The civil war in the 1970s and the Israeli invasion
of 1982, reduced the country to a battleground of
warring factions. The workers, peasants and many
of the middle class have been reduced to poverty
and despair.

The poorest, though by now the largest religious
group, the Shia Muslims, in whose name the
hijackers claim to act, were doubly exploited both as
workers and a religious minority. But they fought
back and their militia, Amal, became the most
powerful. -
Amal’s rig

Just like the Palestinian camps, where refugees
have been forced to live in squalor for 40 years, the
conditions in the Shia slums of Lebanon have bred a
climate of hopelessness. When no socialist lead is
being given and amidst despair of finding any way
out, the idea of individual terrorism can begin to
take root.

But it is a futile and ultimately disastrous course.
However heroic some of the individuals involved
may be, their methods are totally alien to those of
working-class mass struggle.

Rather than educate the working class and
mobilise their power to change society, they reduce
the workers to the role of helpless by-standers.
Their ‘military’ struggle is doomed to defeat, which
leaves the workers more exposed to state repres-
sion.

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky always fought
what Lenin described as “impotent guerrilla war-
fare, terrorism™ and “aimless, senseless, sporadic
acts of violence”.

They were referring to armed attacks on in-
dividual capitalists and ministers. They would have
condemned even more the hijacking of innocent
airline passengers and the kidnapping of people
purely on the basis of their nationality.

The problems of the Middle-East will never be
solved by such methods. The most reactionary
regimes and the imperialist powers will be streng-
thened, exploiting popular revulsion to crack down
harder on any groups fighting to challenge their
domination.

The alternative to the hijackers is the magnificent
struggle being waged on the West Bank and Gaza,
involving the mass of the population.

The Israeli army, which has scored spectacular
military victorieS against both Arab armies and
terrorist militias, has been reduced to an ill-
disciplined rabble by the resistance of the united
Palestianian people.

Only such a mass movement, led by the working
class with a Marxist programme, can liberate this
devastated area of the world, by building a socialist
federation to develop the economy and put an end
to the underlying economic problems which afflict
the workers of all religious and national groups.

Reglstered as a newspaper at the Post Office.
Published by Militant.

Printed by Militant Publications,

3/13 Hepscott Road, London SHB.
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Labour leadership election

Heffer speaks out

“THIS CAMPAIGN gives us the
opportunity to halt the retreats in
Party programme and to rebuild
the left,’” ERIC HEFFER told
Jeremy Birch in an exclusive inter-
view for Militant.

I think it is quite clear that the Party

has been drifting to the right, par--

ticularly since 1983. The gains that
were made by the left are gradually
being whittled away. .
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them, then it is essential to have a
contest for  leader and deputy

“leader.

If you accept the role of the market
that in essence is repudiating the
whole basis of socialist politics. It is a
faint shadow of Thatcherism.

The Labour Party from 1918 on‘o-

wards and before that, the ILP, the
Social Democratic Federation, even
the Fabians, made it absolutely clear
that if you are to get the people out of
poverty, if you are to get production
for use and not for profit, then you
have to have the public ownership of
the means of production, distribution

and exchange under democratic con-

trol.

ment, and there has been a retreat on
full employment for some time in the
Party, we cannot do it unless we own
the basic means of production and
plan society accordingly.

Do you feel the leadership and
deputy leadership campaign is
linked to the new mood develop-
ing in the unions, with the health
workers, car workers and
seafarers?

Because they have been clobbered
under Toryism, by legislation and by
unemployment, many at the top of the
unions have accepted new realism.
That means, as it did in the years after
the 1926 general strike, they have
accepted the position that they cannot
win.

This is not reflected among the rank
and file who are saying ‘enough is
enough.” The miners despite all the
difficulties are making a stand, and
that stand has to be supported. The
Party leadership did not give un-
qualified support to the miners and

that was the real test. If the miners
had won, it would have transformed
the whole situation.

Other workers are beginning to
fight back and they need the fullest
support of the Labour Party and the
movement as a whole.

rcsnsibility

If we are fighting for full employ-

The press is already begining a
‘dirty tricks’ campaign, how do you
respond to that?

That’s all the more proof that we're
absolutely right in what we’re doing.
If they didn’t attack us, if the gutter
press gave us praise, then it would be
quite clear that we would be helping
capital and not labour.

Mass campaign

- .

-

e ¢ get nto positions of
in the movement. That
we are a serious danger to capitalism
and that is why they are carrying out
the sort of misrepresentation they

have done.

How do you want to see this
campaign conducted?

I believe that we should have a
series of meetings in the major conur-
bations, but not only in those areas.
We should certainly go to fringe
meetings at every trade union con-
ference and put our case.

We will not win unless we can
mobilise opinion.

I want to see the fullest discussion
inside all the constituency parties and
inside the unions. I do not think it is
right that a small group of people on a
union executive can say they will
determine what the membership
thinks.

As. long as the fullest debate takes
place, even if we lose in a particular
union, we will have mobilised opinion
and we are bound to get a strengthen-
ing of the socialist case.

I also think that every one who is
standing should be able to write a
statement of what they stand for in
Labour Party News, and that ought to
be sent out to every Party
member.

It’'s clear that some people have
organised against you, particularly
because of the stand you made on
Liverpool. Do you regret walking
out of the Party conference or
making clear your support for the
struggle of the councillors?

No, no regrets whatsoever. If it
happened again under similar cir-
cumstances, I would do it again
without any question. I am very proud
of what the Liverpool councillors did.
The fact that a number of them have
been expelled from the Party is an
absolute disgrace and they should be
brought back into the Party at the
earliest possible moment.

This idea that there are groups
within the party who organise around
newspapers; all I’'ve got to say is that |
first joined the Labour Party way back

-----

in 1937 and in all those years there's
always been different groups, many of
them on the right wing. And anybody
suggesting the right don’t organise,
they’re not being ‘truthful.

Of course people have groups in the
Labour Party, they always have had.
Nye Bevan was expelled as was Staf-
ford Cripps and others before the war
because they were members of the
Socialist League.

Once the Labour Party stops having
people organised around newspapers
and for particular policies, then that’s
the end of the socialist democracy of
the Party.

Do you think that the experience of
Liverpool, of electoral success with
full-blooded socialism, has lessons
for the party nationally?

This is something I have been stres-
sing ever since the general election. In
Liverpool and on Merseyside as a
whole, there was a tremendous swing,
because what happened in Liverpool
affected the whole of Merseyside.

Where there were candidates that
had not supported the struggle of the
council, their votes were lower.

We got a spin off in the election
from what had happened in Liver-
pool. People were able to see what a
genuine socialist Labour council can
do, building houses, sports centres,
keeping the rents down, keeping
school meals prices down.

They say Liverpool was an excep-
tion. Yes, the exception was that in
Liverpool they saw a genuine socialist
council in operation and that impress-
ed the mass of ordinary people.
Therefore if that can be done in
Liverpool, it can be done
elsewhere.



BEDFORDSHIRE’S

CHIEF Constable, Alan
Dyer, has insulted every
working woman by
blaming mothers who go
to work for the increase
in crime amongst young

people.

By Helen Watson,
Bedford LPYS

“A woman’s place is in
the home” he said: “the
sooner some of these
women realise that being a
housewife is a full-time job,
the sooner we may be able
to get some of these lawless
kids off the streets.”

Dyer, whose wife Penny

has never worked
throughout their 32-year
marriage, insists: “I'm no
male chauvinist... At the

moment my wife’s having a

ON 11 APRIL in Rother-
hithe, local Liberal MP
Simon Hughes debated
with Margaret Creear from
Bermondsey Women's Ac-
tion Group on the Alton
Bill.

By Maureen Hearns
80 DE ople heard Mar-

paganda lmplies They
were mainly workmg-class
women caught in the pover-
ty trap who did not think
they had the means to carry
on with the pregnancy.

Late abortions are dist-
ressing but they result from
NHS cutbacks. Guy’s Hos-
pital say they can no longer
cope with the demand for
abortions.

Simop Hughes dismissed
the social questions. He
said it was just ‘a moral
issue — every foetus from
the moment of conception
had the right to life and the

Nicked
for
selling

Militant

WHILE SELLING
Militant during a regular
street sale in Peckham,
South London, on Saturday
9 April, Nick Wrack was
arrested and charged with
obstruction

He will be pleading not
guilty and Militant sup-
porters will be campaigning
against this harassment.

The irony is that in the
snow and rain, the sale had
been going more slowly
than usual. But after the
arrest, sellers decamped to
the local police station and,
telling passers-by what had
happened, sold 15 copies
on the police’s doorstep!

three-week holiday... and
I’'m at home cooking for
myself.”

He was backed up by
local Tory MP, John Carli-
sle (known as the MP for
Johannesburg for his sup-
port of the apartheid
regime in South Africa)
who suggested that working
mothers should lose their
child benefit.

And this week his Tory
government is introducing
the worst-ever legalised
robbery of mothers through
the new Social Security
Act.

Single mothers with a
child under five are losing

an estimated £5.90 benefit
a week. 330,000 children
are losing free school
meals, putting extra pres-
sure on the family budget
and particularly on the

women who usually
manage it.

Victims
This will hardly en-

courage women to stay in
the home, when they will
need more money to make
ends meet!

The logic of Dyer and his
friends is hard to unders-
tand. Women, who are so
often the victims of increas-

ed crime, are now it seems
being labelled as the
cause.

But will the stock-
brokers and top business-
men currently charged with
criminal offences in the
Guinness scandal argue
that their mummies worked
when they were children? 1
don’t think so.

Dyer and Carlisle are try-
ing to disguise the identity
of those really responsible
for crime-the Tories and
their system.

Nobody would support
the muggings and thefts
from people’s homes, but
these crimes are petty com-

MP (bottom right).

law had to be used to en-
force moral standards.

In the discussion from
the floor, a social worker
refuted Spuc claims that
pro-abortionists wanted to

Women'’s rights debated

Standing ovation for atgarot Creear (top right) after her debate with Simon Hughes

to give birth to-a child, but
the needs of handicapped
children were ignored by
society. They needed tangi-
ble help not patronising
remarks.

Photos: Dave Sinclair

that-meant fighting for bet-
ter social conditions and a
well-funded NHS, in other
words, fighting for a
socialist society.

Liberals like Alton, she

Police chief insults
working women

pared to the Tories’ crimes
against the working class,
especially the ultimate
‘crime’ of condemning
young people to the dole
queues and destroying any
hope they might have for
the future.

Leading

Working-class women
are not prepared to accept
the blame for the rise in
crime, nor are they going to
be forced back into the
kitchen. They will be
leading the struggle to kick
the ‘lawless’ Tories and
their system out.

for human life does not
extend to the ordinary
women who will die from
back street abortions. Their
‘liberalism’ will also lead to
imprisonment and court ap-

kill off handicapped peo-
ple. Every woman, she
said, should have the right

Prince in right royal row

TORY PARTY chairman Norman
Tebbit must feel like a snake charmer
bitten by his own snakes. He has been
savaged by the usually servile press.
Even the Sun says: ‘““With friends like
Norman Tebbit, who needs
enemies?’’

Tebbit provoked this tirade by
criticising Prince Charles for express-
ing concern about the unemployed and
poverty in the inner cities.

For a loyal Thatcherite like Nor-
man, one thing is more sacred than the
monarchy — the Tory government’s
programme of filling the pockets of the
rich at the expense of the poor and
destroying the remains of the Welfare
State.

They believe that the Prince’s
remarks imply criticism of their
policies. On BBC TV’s Panorama Teb-
bit paranoically speculated that the
Prince is moving towards ‘‘a socialist
solution”’.

But nothing is further from the
truth. All he is saying is that the poor
will always be with us, but the rich
should provide them a safety net
against absolute destitution, if only for

Summing up, Margaret
Creear said that she wanted
an end to late abortions but

forms with

reasons of self-preservation.

“It must be marginally bearable to
be poor and be part of a community”’
he said: ‘‘but it must be unbearable to
be poor without the support of the
community.”’

Like the more far-sighted represen-
tatives of capitalism he has caught a
whiff of the bitterness Thatcherism is
creating. They are conscious that it
will spread, especially when the
economy moves into recession. ‘“The
government are taking some unwar-
rantable social risks,”’ Sir Ian Gilmour
warned in the Budget debate.

Reserve weapon

Another reason for Prince Charles’s
comments and the media hullabaloo
about them is that governments come
and go, but the monarchy is a perma-
nent feature of British capitalism. The
media value the sanctity of the monar-
chy more than any politician’s reputa-
tion.

The thrifty capitalists invest large
sums of money in this institution as a
reserve weapon to defend their system.

said, had spoken on plat-
reactionaries
and bigots. Their concern

pearances for many
desperate women.

If this can no longer be done democ-
ratically, they will use the monarchy as
when the Queen’s representative dis-
missed the Australian Labor Govern-
ment in 1975.

But to play this role, the royal
family must cultivate an image of
disinterested compassion, standing
above squabbling politicians. They
could not intervene against workers’
democratic rights when capitalism is
threatened, if they were too openly
identified with the government of the
day.

That is why Labour leaders are
unconsciously pursuing a dangerous
policy when they support the monar-
chy. Environment spokesperson Jack
Cunningham said that ‘‘people will
want the future monarch to unders-
tand very well their problems.... he is
demonstrating a real concern for the
people of this country.”

Labour should not invoke the
monarchy against Thatcherism, but
oppose the monarchy, not just as a
bastion of privilege, but also as a
potential threat to the labour move-
ment.
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Sacked
civil
servant
loses
home

A CIVIL Service trade
unionist and Labour Party
member has lost his job, in
a blatant case of victimisa-
tion. _

Ian Williams, a computer
operator in the Ministry of
Defence, reported for duty
at RAF Stafford.. Within
15 minutes he was marched
off and an official who had
travelled specially from
London gave him a letter
saying he was sacked.

No reason was given. He
was forced to give in his
security pass and escorted
off the camp. His line
manager said that his dis-
missal had nothing to do
with his work or his discip-
linary record.

This victimisation shows
that the state fears the
growth of the left in the civil
service unions. Manage-
ment knew that Ian was an
active member of the
Labour Party and of the
National Union of Civil and
Public Servants and
previously of the CPSA.

Ian Williams has lost his
job and probably the
chance of future employ-
ment. And now that he is

the labour and trade union
movement. Williams

— o _M ;
By Andy Bentiey

Students
back FE
rights

THE NATIONAL Union
of Students has elected
Maceve Sherlock, of the Na-
tional Organisation of
Labour Students (NOLS),
as its new president with
396 votes, against 229 for
Lembit Opik, an indepen-
dent and 217 for Simon
Pottinger of the Socialist
Students (SSIN).

It was a vote for Labour,
rather than the Democratic
Left group who temporarily
dominate NOLS. But the
high vote for the indepen-
dent reflects the mood of
many students dissatisfied
with the lack of a fightback
against Tory attacks.

Marxists in NOLS will
redouble their campaign to
democratise the organisa-
tion and commit it to a
socialist programme, SO
that students can be offered
a real alternative.

In a major step forward,

conference supported
Youth Trade Union Rights
Campaign (YTURC)

demands for a £120 a week
minimum  wage and a

- guaranteed job for all. It

also voted for all part-time
further education students
to be full members of the
union.

By a Militant reporter




- Thatcher uses Ireland to intensi
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“EITHER ONE is on the side of justice in this matter or one is on
the side of terrorism’’, Thatcher said in the aftermath of the
killing of two British soldiers at the funeral of IRA member Kevin

Brady. |

Certainly, miillions throughout
Britain were shocked by the bar-
barity of the killings, shown exp-
licitly on TV.

In the hysteria whipped up by
the press and Tory MPs after-
wards Thatcher brought all the
pressure of the state to bear on
the BBC and ITV to hand over
unbroadcast film to the police.

The TV companies reacted in-
itially by refusing to let the film
go, to protect film crews against
possible reprisals for appearing to
collaborate with the state. That-
cher accused them of *‘siding with
the terrorists”. Tory MP David
Conway said the decision was
“disgraceful”’, and “the BBC has
sunk beneath contempt’.

Eventually the BBC’s Northern
Ireland controller, Dr Colin Mor-
ris, was told by the RUC that he
would be arrested if he didn’t
hand over the film.

According to reports, Thatcher
even considered using the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act to get
the film released. Yet when John
Stalker demanded the release of
tapes held by the RUC, as evid-
ence in his inquiries into the
illegal shoot-to-kill policies of the
RUC, he was stonewalled and
then forced off the case.

There was no talk then by

Thatcher about the ‘obligation’ of
the RUC to hand over the tapes.
When demands were raised to
charge RUC officers with the
killing of an innocent Catholic
youth in a hay-barn, which had

been taped, the Tory government

sa1d 1t wasr

Now Thatcher insists that the
media has a “‘bounden duty” to
cooperate with the state in bring-

ing those responsible for the kill-
 ings to trial. It was reported in the

d
- one 1n the nite

By Ben Eastop
Observer that there was consider-
able unease amongst Murdoch’s
News International staff about
supporting the Thatcher line. Ac-
cording to the report there was
speculation that Thatcher even
contacted Murdoch to get his
backing.

Murdoch’s papers dutifully ob-
liged. The Sun said on 23 March:
“We are all in the front line
against terrorism’ But the Sun-
day Times (27 March) went fur-
ther, publishing pictures in exp-
licit detail of the soldiers being
attacked, labelling the attackers
with numbers and arrows and
effectively lining them up for ar-
rest.

Yet it was clear that those who
initially attacked the soldier’s car,
which was being driven straight at
the crowd, believed it was
another attack by loyalists as had
happened the week before . at
Milltown cemetery.

Immobilised

It was only afterwards, when

the soldiers had been beaten up

and immobilised, that the IRA

~ took them away and executed

them in cold blood.

The Sunday Times' active col-
lusion with the state’s interests
has serious implications for work-
ers'democratic rights. The labour
movement must ensure th

e v oy — T g -
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Thatcher’s attack on the media
is an admission that she has no
alternative but to continue, and
step up, the use of repressive
military and state forces in Nor-

at no-  the press and

thern Ireland.

It is not, therefore, in the
Tories’ interests to ensure that
__can_operate

o S

ant to use th

o as .alf instrument of the

state and have taken advantage of
the situation in Northern Ireland
to continue this policy.

It is the same policy which
banned the Zircon spy satellite

series and the BBC’s radio prog-
ramme on the secret service and
which led to the attempts to

. % :
SHCNCE FCLET  WIHIghnt.,

many times, sectarian violence
gives the state the opportunity to
increase the repression. That-
cher’s attack on the media is in
anticipation of further repressive
methods being used in the future.

But in all the press coverage

Belfast funeral killings

attack on

o

Soldier brandishing gun before being dragged from the car by the funeral crowd.

i i RS R 4 R i 20,

s

not one newspaper, except
Militant, has been able to show
the way out of the continuing

nolenc ;

Militant’s consistent call for
workers unity and socialism is the
only solution which can cut across
the sectarian divide. Despite the
present difficulties, it is the only
one which will get increasing sup-
port from workers on both sides.

Trade unionist Bomb threat aimed to

g e . S e e e e e e

AN EXTREME right wing
group is believed to be res-
ponsible for the car bomb
discovered on Pendeford es-

whip up racism

fights against
deportation

MARION GAIMA has lived in
this country for 14 years. Now the
Home Office are telling her:
““You’re not British’’. They have
issued her with a notice to leave on
the basis that she is an ‘‘overs-
tayer’’.

Marion, a shop steward, works
for Hackney council and has turn-
ed to her union, Nalgo, for sup-
port in her campiagn against
deportation to Sierra Leone.

Hackney Nalgo’s black work-
er’s officer, Monica Dixon is coor-
dinating her campaign. She ap-
pealed for support at the recent
Youth Trade Union Rights Con-
ference and spoke to Militant
about the campaign.

““Marion is still playing her full
role as a shop steward in the
environmental health department.
A lot of people would have just
pulled out and said ‘it’s just me
I’m interested in now’. But she
hasn’t put aside the work she does
for her members.

‘“We are trying to get the Home
Office to reassess her case on
compassionate grounds. But she’s
got the ‘problem’ of being a single
woman. It seems that you have got
to produce a couple of kids to get

any sympathy’’,

One reason that Marion turn-
ed to her union is that it has
already successfully campaigned
for two of its members, Mohamm-
ed Idrish and Shaheed Syed. The
fact that both cases were won
shows the role the labour move-
ment can play in fighting racism
and state persecution of blacks.

Consistent

““At least Nalgo has been con-
sistent’’, says Monica, ““although
there is a lot more that they could
do.

““We are asking people to make
individual representations to the
Home Office on Marion’s behalf
and to get their union branches to
do so.

““‘She has a date for a reconven-
ed court appearance on 20 April.
We want people to join us in a
lobby of the High Court in the
Strand that morning”’.

More details of the campaign
are available from: Hackney
gsalgo, 245 Mare Street, London

By Tony Cross

tate in Wolverhampton on
Thursday 7 April.

The_ only explanation for

the bomb is that it was aimed
at stirring up racial hatred, in
a town where Enoch Powell
was MP for 20 years.

The evening before, a
phone call was made to lure
the police to the car but the
device failed to explode. A
group calling itself the Black
Liberation Front claimed res-
ponsibility for the bomb, as
well as another two bombs
and an ambush on a police car
in the last 12 months. They've
also claimed responsibilty for
attacks on Labour councillors
including a leading black
woman councillor in the town.

But black community lead-
ers and even a police spokes-
man said that they hadn’t
heard of such a group.

The phone caller linked the
bomb to the death of a young
black man, Clinton McCurb-
in, 14 months ago. This seems
to be part of an attempt to link
his death falsely to the crime
wave in the inner cities.

Clinton McCurbin died of
asphyxiation while he was be-
ing arrested by three policmen
in a shop. But in 14 months of

Enoch Powell. Tories are still playing
the race card in Wolverhampton.
investigation no-one has been
prosecuted and the police con-
cerned returned to duty last
week.

The racial tension created
by Clinton McCurbin’s death
was used successfully by the
Tories and the press to help to
defeat the Labour council
which had been in power for
16 years.

The bomb was timed to
explode on the same day that
Tory minister John Patten was
visiting the town, to launch

the government’s so-called
anti-crime campaign.

The Tories are planning to
give £250,000 to Wolverhamp-
ton supposedly to fight crime.
But the money is being used
to experiment with new and
repressive policing methods,
such as the introduction of
video cameras on the main
high street linked to the police
station. These could easily be
used for surveillance of youth
and others not involved in
crime.

Lack of jobs

But the increase in crime
and the development of racial
tension is a result of the bad
housing, lack of jobs and
deteriorating  living condi-
tions.

It is the failure of the
previous Labour administra-
tion to tackle these problems
which has boosted the Tories’
support, and provided fertile
conditions for the deadly ac-
tivities of the extreme right.

By Diane Simcox




THE  GOVERNMENT’S
own benefit advisers
have slammed the effects
the Social Security Act
v\?ll have on young peo-

e

The Social Security Ad-
visory Committee says it
will mean destitution for
some young workers and
unemployed.

They've proved That-
cher was lying when she
said ‘only’ 12 per cent of
claimants would = lose
from the benefit changes
The real figure is 43 per
cent, they say!

Militant’s warnings
about the act’s effects are
proved true by the com-
mittee’s report. It says
that cutting benefits to
the under-25s will make
it nigh on impossible for
them to leave home.

A typical 17 year-old in
the second year on YTS
will be £10 worse off. *
There is no satisfactory
appeals tribunal and the
new powers to withhold
benefit are “‘the English
version of Workfare.
(Workfare is the work-
for-benefit system in
California described in
Militant 887.)

The Tories are damned
by the evidence of their
own advisors. Now the

labour movement must THE TRUTH about Tory
launch a massive cam-  plans for the New Adult
paign to get this evil act Training Programme

scrapped.
By Da

e

"rw O
in Carmarthen

o \
DENNIS CARMAR 77E AVE

DEAR, I've o
had a terri- """"i""“v

ble day at
work today!
There'’s a
bunch of in-
solent brats
in Carmar-
then, known
as the

%

- minister Patrick Nic-
holls said in the House ting Communlty Prog-
ofComnonson&M&r— ramme “will be re- tendogsdeu—dther

(NATP) was let sllp in a

Labour Par-
ty Young
Socialists.
They’re
creating a
stir amongst
the unemp-
loyed and
young workers with a newspaper they've  just
brought out.”

The paper Maggie’s moaning about is called Car-
marthen LPYS and these memorable lines are from
its pages (and so is our illustration,). It has articles
on YTS, the NHS and South Africa, among others.

In two days, 55 copies were sold and £30 raised for
the YS’s funds.

If your LPYS or YTURC branch has produced lively
material, please send it to us. And don’t forget to
sell Militant too!

Manchester LPYS demonstration

SAVE THE
SHARPEVILLE SIX!

Saturday 16 April

Assemble 11.30 am
at Alexandra Park, Moss Side.
March to city centre. Rally speakers
include exiled SA trade unionist -
Nimrod Sejake

Junior employment

“I'M STRUGGLING at the
moment,”’” Harlow Youn
Socialist Helen Burge tol

Militant. ‘“But the Social

Security Act will leave me
with £19 a week.

“At the moment I'm in rented
accommodation. My rent is £35
a week and the rent cheque I
get to cover that is £7 short.
That leaves me with about £24
a week to cover my food and
living expenses.

“I got a letter from the dole
office saying they were going to
chang supplementary
benefit to lncome Support,

which means they think I need _

£26 a week to live on. As far as |
know I still have to pay that £7 a
week rent, which will only leave

Sleeping in a London tube station—thousands of young people will be made homeless by Tory benefit cuts.

But the circular states
that people on the exis-

me with £19 a week.

“At the moment I don’t have
enough money to go out more
than once a week.

Benefits

“My housing benefit was very
complicated to work out. You
have to go up there to ask them
what it means, and even then
you're not too sure about how
it’s going to affect you.

“Most people I know stay in
rented accommodation, at
maybe £35 for a single room.
Some of them are appalling.

“In one place they converted a
garage into a bedroom, and
partitioned the living room off,
but the partition was so insubs-

Tory lies exposed

THE PARASITES who
begged DHSS claim-
ants to rent off them
before the Social
Security Act will be
throwing unemployed
youth onto the streets
now.

On 11 April any
young person in a bed-
sit had their housing
benefit cut automatic-
ally. They won’t be
able to pay the land-
lords what they’'re ask-
ing. Landlords will go
for people who're wor-
king, so the unemp-
loyed won’t stand a
chance.

The ‘other worrying
thing is that it's not
been clarified at all
whether, if you're on a
YTS scheme, you will
receive any benefit at
all if you leave
home.

So YTS trainees
won’t be able to go into
bed and breakfast.
They won’t be able to
go into bedsits or flats
either, or maybe even
council as well.
Because they just
won't get any money

denied this and said itis ~ for it.
an error due to “sloppy
drafting”. But their in-

homeless people is go-
ing to rocket because

tantial you <could hear
everything that was going on
the other side.

“If you're being educated at
an FE college, you can’t claim.
Even part-timers have to pay

- thercollege fee, at something

hke £40 a term.

“It doesn’t give you a chance
to educate yourself legally.
There aren’t any jobs available
anyway. So why would they
want an educated youth when
there are no jobs?

“The Tories just won’t put
money into education or the
national health service. They
would rather pay it out to blg
business.”

Victorian Radio One

RADIO ONE disc jockey

motherhood with a

post-natal depression, They will be forced

The number of young

Janice Long says the
BBC is like a Victorian
employer.

Ms Long has just had a
baby and is on materni-
ty leave. While other
people were sending
her congratulations,
her employers sent her
a letter saying she
would not be returning
to her late-night week-

day programme. They -

asked if she could
manage to combine

half-hour slot on Sun-
days instead!

She had trouble from
management as soon it
first emerged she was
going to have a baby.

“lI had told them I
wanted to have six
weeks off after the bir-
th and return to work,”
she told the press.
“They told me I would
have to take four mon-
ths off because, being a
woman, I would have

be breast-feeding and
would change my mind
about working.”

The BBC’s attitude is
typical of many emp-
loyers who discriminate
against women with
children.

Janice Long may be
able to survive with the
salary from half an
hour’s deejaying a
week, but many work-
ing class women won't
have even this option.

back into the home.

Parents should be en-
titled to at least six
months maternity or
paternity leave on full
gay. Their jobs should
e kept open for two
years. But those who
wish to come back to
work sooner should be
able to and this should
be made possible by the
rovision of creche
acilities free and on
demand.

o
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Rogue mail

THE UNITED States Army wants to
make Its biological warfare laboratory
in Utah bigger. They are working on
viruses that cause Incurable diseases,
a sign of the grisly weaponry
capitalist (and presumably Stalinist)
powers are accumulating.

in the short term, local people are
most worried about the disclosure
that the viruses will be delivered by
the post office. If your last gas bill
made you sick, Just think what this
littie bundie of fun could do.

it's a snip

“A DAY spent in J F Lazartique’s hair
treatment centre in the Faubourg St
Honore doesn't come cheap” admits
the Observer magazine. A pot of
shampoo costs £18.

The assistants offer their customers
smoked salmon, cold beef fillet and a
chocolate dessert as part of the ser-
vice. They ask: “Would Madame per-
haps like to drink some champagne?”
which you don’t normally hear at your
local High Street hairdressers.

“The world's most fashionable
sophisticates patronise Mr. Lazartique,
women like Charlotte Rampling, Nas-
tassja Kinski, Madame Mitterrand and
Glenys Kinnock, “the Observer
observed.

Presumably it's part of the Labour
listens campaign. Rumour has it that
Madame Mitterrand and Mrs. Kinnock
salve their socialist consciences by
having their hair parted on the left.

Why a Hawke plummets

AUSTRALIA'S LABOR Prime Minister

Bob Hawke has encouraged the rich
by cutting top tax rates, while jobs

Mld. The trade unions have been
attacked for daring to fight govern-
ment plans for privatis R

”

Militant 1 Ap-
ril). He has launched an enquiry into
why he’s lost popularity.

It couldn't possibly be his That-
cherite policies, could it? The press
barons love them. His image must be
old-fashioned; perhaps he should pay
a visit to Glenys Kinnock’s haird-
resser.

Back to the drawlﬁg |
board

HERE'S A biting attack on Tory coun-
cils that are closing libraries and cut-
ting local facilities.

It's been sent out to Labour Party
newsletter editors from the party’'s na-
tional headquarters.

But wait a minute! Who's closing
libraries in Hackney?

Why, it's a Labour council! Like
others who follows the leadership’'s
‘realistic’ line, it is putting through
Tory cuts. -.

Some people might be a bit embar-
rassed if this cartoon was distributed
there, mightn't they?

PG
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“AS WE SEEIT, IFYOU
DON'T EARN ENOUGH
| 70 BUY YOUR OWN

OOKS YOU MUST BE
groo STUPIDTOO .

cLOffED |
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THE CLASH between Lawson and Thatcher over the value of
the currency and over interest rates has high-lighted the
glaring inadequacies of British manufacturing industry. That-
cher's determination to keep interest rates high threatens to
push the growing balance of payments deficit to new record

levels.

BOB MCKEE looks at the role interest rates play in the
working of the capitalist economy.

CAPITALISTS CANNOT ex-
pect to cover straight away all
the cost of machinery and
plant they have invested in,
through the sales of commod-
ities. They often have to pro-
vide credit—time to pay—for
the buyers of their commod-
ities. So they need a stock of
money capital to tide them
over. Usually they must bor-
row this from banks.

When banks lend money
they charge a rate of interest
for its use by the producing
capitalist. When that interest
is paid to the banks, it is a
deduction from the overall
profit appropriated by the pro-
ducing capitalist.

For Marxists then, interest
is not an extra form of profit.
It is part of the profit created
in production, snatched away
from the producing capitalist
by the money capitalist. In the
same way rent is that part of
profit taken by the owner of
landed property when leasing
sites to producing capitalists.

The level of interest rates is
determined by the amount of
money capital available for lo-
ans and the demand for it. But
what determines that demand?

Capitalist production does
not develop steadily, it is sub-
ject to cycles of growth, pro-
sperity, crisis and depression.
During the early part of this
cycle interest rates are low,
but as production picks up and

I WAS recently reading a
National Organisation of
Labour Students’ journal,
and came across an article
written by Henry Neuber-
ger - entitled Socialist
Challenge.. He was econo—
mic advisor to Neil Kin-
nock and is now working
with the Labour front ben-
ch industry team.

He does admit that at the
last general election people
had the feeling that Labour

the demand for loanable funds
rises, interest rates rise.

When production starts to
stagnate and commodity sales
decline, interest rates can rise
even further as more money is
borrowed to meet demands for
payment that cannot be met by
sales’ receipts.

High rates

“A low rate of interest gen-
erally corresponds to periods
of prosperity or extra profit,
and a rise in interest separates
prosperity and its reverse, and

a maximum of interest up to

the point of extreme usury
corfesponds to a period of
crisis.”-Marx, Capital Vol.3.

In the situation of crisis,
interest rates reach such high
levels that they squeeze all the
profit out of the hands of the
producing capitalists and into
the hands of the lenders of
money. So high interest rates
can make worse any crisis of
profitable production.

But that crisis has to exist in
the first place. High interest
rates will not damage capitalist

. production if profit rates and

prices are even higher, in the
prosperous period of the in-
dustrial cycle.

The whole history of capit-
alism shows that interest rates
have risen when profits and

" prices of production have

generally expanded, like 1900-

could not manage the econ-
omy and did not really un-
derstand it. His answer is
“to sound as if we know
about all aspects of the
economy.”

Negative

Apparently this *‘has less
to do with policy develop-
ment...The most important
things about policy are
negative—that it should not

"+ backwardness,

1920 and 1946-81. They have
fallen in periods of depression
~1880-1900, 1920-46.

Throughout the post-war
years there has been an unp-
recendented rise in borrowing
to finance growth in produc-
tion. The supply of loanable
funds was dramatically ex-
panded by the creation of the
Eurodollar- market-a huge
money market out of the cont-
rol of national governments
and their central banks.

Even that was not enough to
satisfy the insatiable demands
for loans from companies and
governments, searching for
ways to boost production and
meet the demands of workers
for social services and govern-
ments for arms.

And in their desperation to
find a way out of poverty and
third world
countries have been forced to
borrow billions.

With this never-ending de-
mand for credit, world interest
rates spiralled to new his-
torical heights. -

What has blocked a substan-
tial fall in interest rates after
the massive rise in the post-
war period, has been the trem-
endous level of borrowing by
the US government to finance
its huge increase in arms ex-
penditure. This has driven up
world interest rates, as other
countries have been forced to
follow suit to stem a massive

be obviously foolish or in-
coherent.”

From what he goes on to
say about the policy review
and modernising Labour’s
programme, what he belie-
ves is ‘foolish’ is nationali-
sation and planning.

For according to Neuber-
ger the last year has prov-
ed “the adoption—admit-
tedly by the Tories-of the
kind of policies we were ad-

vocating will cut unemploy-

‘Rent,Interest and
Profit
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Economiﬁcs
{for workers

exodus of funds from their
own coffers to the more luc-
rative US money markets

From a Marxist standpoint,
then, it is clear why a rise in
interest rates now indicates a
growing crisis and at some
stage a financial collapse and
slump in production. Since the
late sixties the average level of
profit rates worldwide has
been falling. Even though
there has been some limited
revival in the upturn since
1982, they are still 50 per cent
below their level at the height
of the post-war boom.

Deepening crisis

Continual high interest rates
or further rises now, in a
period of falling profit rates,
will make any crisis of produc-
tion even worse, sqeeezing
further the profit left to the
producing capitalist.

Increasingly British and US
capitalists depend on their
own ‘retained profits’ for fur-
ther investment rather than
bank loans because they must
pay higher interest rates than
in Japan and West Germany
for example.

A rise in interest rates now

is not an indicator of growing

profits and prosperity, as some
bankers and finance capitalists
might like to believe. It is an
indicator of a deepening crisis
in production.

Labour listens to wrong advice

ment,”” But the Tories have
mainly cut dole queues by
YTS, JTS and low pay.
And as the interest rate
arguement shows, their
economic ‘success’ cannot
possibly be sustained.
One thing is certain capi-
talism has nothing to worry
about from Henry Neuber-
ger’s ‘socialist challenge.’

By Tony McNuity
Bootle LPYS




RIGHT-WING would-be witch-
hunters have stooped to forgery
to get their way in Bristol.

Members of Bristol East
Labour Party were surprised to
be handed an ‘emergency’ motion
at the door when they went to
their Annual General Meeting.

The motion condemned Mili-
tant for distributing a leaflet pur-
porting to be Bristol East Labour
Party material. It went on to
oppose the sale of papers outside
meetings.

It was ruled out of order, but
the meeting was peppered with
indignant outbursts by right-
wingers brandishing the offending

leaflet.

But the most casual glance at
the leaflets revealed they were
crude forgeries. Militant leaflets
had been photocopied and
printed over with the party’s
name.

The shadow of the piece of
paper with the party’s name on
was clearly visible! The party’s
executive has examined the
‘leaflets’ and recognised them for
the forgeries they are.

Whereto
findus

MILITANT has public meetings and discussion groups in most towns
throughout the country. Below is a listing of meetings or contacts for
further information. If you want to know the nearest one to you telephone
the ‘MEETING LINE’ (01)533 3311 ext 227.

EAST SCOTLAND

For details of meetings contact:
Andrea Charles—031 659 6187.

STRATHCLYDE

For details of meetings contact:
041 221 1443.

NORTHERN

For details of meetings contact:
Bill Hopwood-091 276 1736.

MERSEYSIDE

For details of meetings contact:
Richard Venton-051 260 3111.

Narxist '"":-If-\“. ] m'p
24 April and fortnightly

2/ Lower Breck Rd, 7.0 pm.
SOUTH WEST
For details of meetings ring
0272 631471. :

Exiled South African trade
unionist Nimrod Sejake
tours to speak on

‘For a socialist South Africa’

Bristol:

3 May Shepherds Hall, Old
Market 7.30 pm
Plymouth:

4 May Students Union Lounge
Polytechnic 8pm.

YORKSHIRE

Bradford:

19 April

Defend women'’s rights

The Star Pub Westgate 7.30pm
For details of other meetings
contact: Henry Gregory-0709
371250.

MANCHESTER/LANCS

For details of meetings contact:
Mike Johnson—-061 273 8648.

EAST MIDLANDS

For details of meetings contact:
Andy Jackson-0602 623112.

e
-

N

S Y Il

WEST MIDLANDS

For details of meetings contact:
Bill Mullins—021 552 7624.

WALES

For details of meetings contact:
0222 736682.

Lianelli:

20 April Take the Liverpool road
Wesleyan Hall, Morfa 7.30 pm
Carmarthen:

20 April The DHSS proposals
Carmarthen Library 7 pm

EASTERN
Wﬂ me '

For details of meetings phone
01 533 3311

- .
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For meeting details phone 0703

786879

Southampton:

Redbridge Marxist discussion
group Every Wednesday, 7
Goodwin Close, Millbrook

2 pm.

20 April: Women and the
struggle for socialism

LONDON

For details of meetings contact
George Roberts—01 739 9123.

Hackney:

20 April

What Militant Stands For
Chats Palace, Brooksby Walk,
Homerton. 7.30 pm.

Tower Hamlets:

20 April

Stop the benefit cuts
Flowerpot Tenants' Hall Perkins
House, St Pauls Way, E3
7.30 pm.

All London:

5 May

Marx Memorial Meeting
South Bank Poly Auditorium,
Elephant and Castle, 7.30 pm.

Daisy Rawling memorial meeting
23 April Wallsend Town Hall

11am-1pm Women & the struggle for socialism

(Alice Mahon MP invited).
2-4.30pm “Charter for women workers”

introduction by Anne Bannister (National Labour

women’s committee, personal capacity).
With workshops & closing session. -

Creche available-phone Wallsend (091) 2341 284.

Become a
Militant
supporter

L SRS i e R SR scllers may have’ thought she was too am-

bitious, since it was her first sale there. But
P O T T i s iksavsss sh s vt she sold eight. Obviously this supporter has
Tel: a good idea how attractive our ideas are to

Bristol right wing
desperation

Is this really the best the right
wing can do?

Unfortunately comrades have
been expelled on such flimsy
‘evidence’ as this in other parts of
the country, while members who
commit serious crimes, such as

Marxist best seller

LIVERPOOL-A CITY that dared to
fight reached a milestone this
week, with sales passing 5000
copies. Orders are still pouring in
from individuals, libraries, book-
shops and trade union branches.

Most rewarding is the enthus-
iasm the book has received around
the world. Readers in Seattle,
USA, have ordered 16 copies for
bookshops there!

If the momentum is to be sus-
tained, everybody who has bought
and read the book should be
approached to buy copies to sell in
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By Peter Taaffe and

Fri. S5pm

YOUR NEXT STEP...
OUR FIGHT IS YOUR FIGHT...JOIN IT!

| wish to become a Militant supporter:

or telephone 01-533 3311 NOW!

standing against the party, are left work, to friends and at meetings. Tony Mulheamn :
unpunished. Get your copy NOW. £6.95 plus E”:':::y' .ml 0“" for ;
. 90p postage. From Fortress ; :

By Bristol East Books, PO Box 141, London E2 gt oty e g o i
Militant supporters ORL. Box 141 London E2 ORL. {

EVERY WEEK Militant will publish details of some of
the weekly public sales of our paper. If you live in
Mersyside, Manchester, the North East or the
Southern region you will find Militant sellers at:

What we
stand for

DAY TIME PLACE

MERSEYSIDE - * The immediate introduction of a 35 hour

Sat. 11am-1.00 Kwiksave, Kensington. week without loss of pay as a step towards

Sat. 11am-1.00 Broadway, West Derby. the elimination of unemployment.

Sat. 11am-1.00 Kwiksave, County Road.

Sat. 11am-1.00 Belvale Shopping Centre, Garston. * A minimum wage of £135 a week, tied to ,
Sat. 11am-1.00 Tesco, Aigburth Road. the cost of living, for everyone including sick :
Sat. 11am-1.00 New Strand, Bootle.B é and disabled people. #
Sat. 11am-1.00 Shopping Precinct, Birkenhead. *

Fri. 2.pm-4.00 Church Street, Liverpool. D':m %d;m ml '"g:m

SOUTHERN education, and the health service etc.

Sat. 12pm- 1.00
Sat. 11am-12.30
Sat. 11am-12.30
Sat. 12pm- 2.00

The Precinct, Southampton.

Commercial Rd, Portsmouth.
Gosport High St.

Ryde High St Isle of Wight.

* Opposition to the Torles’ anti-trade union
laws and reversal of attacks on trade unions.

* Massive cuts in arms spending. Support for
unllateral nuclear disarmament, but with the

NORTHERN recognition that only a socialist change of
Sat 12pm-1.00 The Monument, Newcastle City Centre. soclety In Britain and Internationally can
Sat 12pm-2.00 Stockton High St, Stockton. eliminate the danger of a nuclear holocaust.

Fri 7.30am-9.00
Sat 12pm-1.00
Sat 12pm-1.00

DHSS Longbenton.
Gateshead High St.

* Workers’ management of nationalised
Sunderland Train Station.

industries. These should be run on the basis

Sat 12pm-1.00 Wallsend Shopping Centre. of one-third of the places on the

management board coming from the unions

MANCHESTER in the industry, one third from the TUC

Choriton. * Nationalisation of the top 200 monopolies,

Sat 11.30am Co-op, Withington Village. including the banks and insurance
Arndale Centre, Stockport. companies which control 80 per cent to

[ | -

Orkshire Bank, Yorkshire St, Oldham.

ALEXANDRA PALACE
19TH JUNE 1988

12-6pm £6.

Return to. MILITANT RALLY: 3/13 Hepscott Road London
ES 5HB. Ring rally hot line 01-533 3311 ext. 227

TWO EXAMPLES from different parts of
the country give us a glimpse of the potential
for the national door to door sales drive we
are launching on 21 April.

A note from a supporter in Bradford
spells it out: ‘...the witch-hunt against
socialists in Bradford North has obviously
not affected sales of Militant. Quite the
reverse. In one block of flats on the Thorpe
Edge estate in Bradford North, 15 copies of
Militant were sold in just ‘half an hour.'

A seller in Manchester tells us that she
discovered the value of door to door sales
almost by accident. One weekend when
most of the regular sellers were away, she
decided to go on a personal sales drive to
keep herself occupied.

She was surprised when she rapidly sold
12 and spent a fruitful 45 minutes in political
discussion at one door. A number of these
sales are now weekly.

The drive on door to door sales should not
diminish the importance of selling Militant
at your workplace. One reader in Durham
who works in the civil service decided to
chance her hand at selling to her fellow
workers,

To start with she ‘took ten copies. Some

Greetings

MAY DAY! To all union and labour
movement organisations and other
readers.

_ Place May Day greetings to the labour
movement in Militant. Deadline 22 April.
Rates are: Semi-display; three column cen-
timetres, £8, six column centimetres, £15. Disp-
lay; one-sixteenth page, £25, one-eighth page,
£40, one quarter page, £75.
Cheques/postal orders payable to Militant pub-
lications. Send to Circulation Department,
Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 SHB.

working class people.

By Gerry Lerner
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FROM Alaska to Alabama, from Maine to Texas, from Puerto
Rico to Michigan, the Jesse Jackson campaign for the
Democratic Party’s presidential nomination is winning the
support of millions of Americans.

With only a fraction of the financial
backing of his three main rivals, he
spent only $100,000 on ‘Super Tues-
day’ (when 20 states voted) while they
spent $6 million between them. Yet
by early April he had won more votes
than any other candidate.

In practically every state he wins
over 90 per cent of the black vote.
This has been his original and most
solid base of support.

Black workers and youth who have
suffered most from the increased
poverty and repression of the Reagan
years turn out in their multitudes to
vote and work for Jackson. His attack
on ‘Reaganomics’~which he describes
as a theory that the rich have too little
money and the poor too much—evokes
their overwhelming support.

American blacks suffered many
generations of slavery and continue to
be treated as second-class citizens.
They now see a chance to have a black
presidential candidate for one of the
major parties for the first time-
another racist barrier to be broken
through.

But it is not only blacks who are
supporting Jackson. In the north-

eastern state of Maine, for examplc, .

with
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wO 28 per

Alaska, where the percentage of black
people is not much greater he won

provoke white and
black workers to
stand on their chairs
whooping and clapp-
ing with his attacks
on American“ " -
corporations” —Boston
Globe 28 March.

The movement that is now building
around Jackson is a movement uniting
workers, farmers and youth of all
racial backgrounds. At its core are
millions of activists in unions, family
farm organisations, tenant and com-
munity groups.

They are responding to Jackson’s
attack on the corporations and the
rich, They are supporting him because
he has marched on the pigkét: lin
locked-oqt and stnkmgp/% m.
coast to coast, on the plcket lines of
farmers protesting evictions, on
demonstrations against racism and
other forms of discrimination.

This involvement in struggle is
pushing Jackson to sharpen his
criticism of big business and the rich.
The class anger of the workers,
farmers and youth that he marches
with is speaking through the voice of
Jesse Jackson.

His message is summed up in a
campaign statement:

“There is nothing wrong with the

American worker, the family farmer

or small business-person. There is -

something wrong with the system.
Economic violence is no accident.
Deregulation, unchecked corporate
greed, incentives to merge companies,
purge workers and submerge the
economy are at the root of the

BFthe vote. Tn

By Sean Herron in New York

crisis.”’
He calls for a $20 billion increase in

taxes on the rich. He calls for =

working-class unity, unity between
workers and family farmers, and
solidarity with low-paid workers inter-
nationally.

He repeatedly stresses “before, it
was white against black. Now it’s
barracudas eating the little fish. These
barracudas eat every small fish they
can find, no matter what the colour,
sex or age ... and then these bar-
racudas make us turn on each other”.

He says: “When a plant closes, the
lights are switched off. In the dark we
all look the same.”

He speaks against putting the cost
of the crisis on foreign workers. He
calls for solidarity to ‘“‘bring their
wages up, or their low wages will
bring ours down”.

Jackson demands massive federal
programs to build houses, rebuild the
infrastructure and clean up the en-
vironment. He calls for an increase in

the minimum wage, reduced mlhtary
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“an m—
drug mmpmgn and reform of the
anti-union labour laws.

Big business, after a deluge of

. propaganda from its media, its paid

polmcal commentators, its academics
and ‘experts’ of all kinds to deny
Jackson’s real appeal, is now being
forced to admit it. The Wall Street
Journal on 31 March stated:

“This is the Jackson message of
1988: Farmers and workers of diffe-
rent races, ages, incomes and locales
must unité against economic injus-
tice”
“The same paper commented the
next day that Jesse Jackson’s voice “is
more typical of the British Labor
Party than of American politics”. The

truth is that Jackson, in his attacks on
big business and his active involve-
ment on the picket lines, is well to the
left of the present Labour leadership!

The Wall Street Journal went on:
“When people say Jesse Jackson’s
campaign has been remarkable, they
are usually referring to the fact that a
black man is doing so well. Apart
from its condescension, this thought
misses what is really so remarkable
about the Rev. Jackson’s campaign,

._»that ssomeone, with ;S0 jeft;\\gmg a,;

. meéssage ds doing’so” well.” *
The New York Times, after trying

for months to portray Jackson as a
candidate of the blacks and a few
liberals, acknowledged on 31 March:
“There is a hunger for change out
there that only Mr Jackson has

understood and tapped.”

In the Wisconsin primary a union
leader was quoted as saying: “Jesse
Jackson is taking a stand for working
people in this country.”

The president of the United Auto
Workers local in Kenosha, Wisc.,
where Jackson had walked the auto
workers’ picket line against the
threatened closure of their plant, said:
“He stood with us and we are going to
stand with him”.

And a 43-year-old electrical
worker: “He’s for raising the
minimum wage, equal pay for women,
corporations paying their fair share of

taxes. I'm just hoping and praying we
can get someone for the working man

like Jesse Jackson.”

A white Baltimore steel worker at a
Jackson rally: “The thing that he says
that’s different from any other Demo-
crat is we need to build a movement
against economic violence like the
Civil Rights movement in the 1960s.”

The white president of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers in Mobile, Alabama: “He’s
the only candidate, the only politician
who has paid any attention to us.”

And a white bricklayer in the indus-
trial city of Flint, Michigan, home of
the historic sit-down strikes which
built the mass industrial unions in
1936-37 and where Jackson beat the
Democratic  front-runner Michael
Dukakis by ten to one:

“I think he captures the essence of
America. He'’s people. He’s not corp-
orate front. Four years ago some peo-
ple saw him as a threat. I think of him
as being the essence of the country.”

This worker said after hearing Jack-

- son speak against plant closures: “I
 had tears in my eyes. I haven't felt

that way when anyone spoke in, geez,
25 years.”

The response to the Jackson cam-
paign gives a glimpse of the rising tide
of revolt among American blacks and
working people. This has been fuelled
by their worsening economic position,
as well as the example of the South
African blacks and the struggles of
workers, peasants and youth world-
wide.

It shows the increasing class anger
among the American working class
and the powerful desire among work-
ers of all racial backgrounds to unite
and fight to change society, to defend
and improve their living standards. It
shows the tremendous potential to

“build a party of labour.

Of enormous importance for the
coming events in the USA, it shows
the deepening class polarisation and

increased hatred of the corporations
and the rich among the majority of the

- population. ¢

Viewed superficially, the tide of
struggle in the East as well as the West
over the past years seemed to pass by
the US. But this was not the case.

The end of the post-war boom of
capitalism, the cuts in living stan-
dards, increased repression and in-
security have been preparing . the
ground in the US for. a massive exp-
losion among the working class and
youth, with the workers and youth of
the especially oppressed racial
minorities in the lead.

New period

The movement around Jackson-sig-
nals that the first beginnings of this
process are now unfolding. The years
of relative lull, of workers and youth
turning away from active political
involvement when the black revolt
and anti-war movement ended in the
early 1970s, are now over.

-.A new period has opened in US
society. The struggles ahead will com-
bine the great labour traditions of the
1930s, when the giant industrial
unions of the CIO (Confederation of
Industrial Organisations) were built,
with the heroism and dynamism of the
black revolt of the 1950s and 1960s.

The process of revolution unfolding
worldwide is welling up beneath the
surface in the US also, breaking out
here and there in momentary bursts of
energy such as the present Jackson
campaign, and giving notice of what is
to come.

This mood to struggle is crystallis-
ing around Jackson's campaign for the
Democratic Party nomination because
of the refusal of the leaders of organis-
ed labour to take independent
political action and build a Labour
Party.

Frightened by the mass movement
that such a lead would evoke, the
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Wall Street
Journal, 1 April.
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at a rally of 15,000
teamsters, construc-
tion and longshore
copies of the North
_American paper
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More desperate measures to stop
Jackson are also being considered,
such as those which ended the lives of

Martin Luther King and militant black "

leader Malcolm X, have undoubtedly
been turned over in the minds of some
big business strategists.

.However, if Jackson were to be
assassinated it would unleash a black
explosion of much greater ferocity
than anything seen in the 1960s. For
this reason, it is practically ruled out
that such measures will be taken by
big business at the present stage-
though attempts by racist elements
not directly controlled by big business
cannot be excluded.

If Jesse Jackson were to win the
Democratic nomination, his campaign
against the Republicans would face
sabotage by the big business cont-
rollers of the Democratic Party. Ter-
rified of the expectations his election
would unleash among blacks and
workers, they would prefer to see
Bush win the presidency.

An article in the Wall Street Journal

indicates the panic that Jackson's sup-'

port is striking into the hearts of these
elements. A member of the Democ-
ratic Party’s National Committee call-
ed on the big business media to attack
Jackson, saying: “It is time for the
press to scrutinise Jackson as a serious
potential nominee and not patronise
him as a token.”

Workers internationally and in the
US have learned through experience
that the only way to improve their
conditions is to organise independent-
ly of employers. This is also the key to
struggling for social change in the
interests of the working people who
make up the vast majority.

The Democratic Party, formerly the
party of the slave owners, can never
represent the interests of working
people. The role of the Democratic
Party is one of trying to bind the
working class to support for capitalism
and the politics of the employers.

“MrJackson

" labour,

_sold at this meeting.

Workers and youth around the
Jesse Jackson campaign must applaud
his support of workers’ struggles and
his criticism of the corporations and
the rich. However, they must also
take action to break this movement
from the snare of the Democratic
Party and move it in the direction of
independent working-class action, to-
wards the building of a labour party.

On city, state and federal level
union conventions—drawing in com-
munity and family farmer organisa-
tions-should be called to discuss the
elections, clarify a programme and lay
the basis for the selection of can-
didates representing labour in all the
elections taking place in November
1988, including elections to Congress.

This would lay the base for the
working class to create its own
political party.

Jesse Jackson and the forces he
inspires should turn away from the
Democratic Party and involve
themselves with building this alter-
native. They should campaign at all
levels to move the labour leaders into
putting the forces of the labour move-
ment into action for the building of a

wl’!ﬁ!- v -z el clasahE

from which to confront the
tions and the rich. Jesse Jackson could
ntinue his fight for presidential

. L8

Unless this o~

son campaign could become a conduit
for drawing the developing movement
for change into the Democratic Party,

“where it would founder and sink as

similar movements have done in the,
past.

Business fears

A political columnist in the San
Francisco Chronicle put it this way:

“Jackson is a great man. He's doing
work the country has needed doing
for a long time, channeling ‘black
power’ and black anger into the
political process. The alternative has
always been the streets and violence
... Jesse Jackson is doing some heavy
lifting for his party and the nation ...
If Jackson did not exist America
would have to invent him.”

On the one hand, big business fears
Jackson because of the hopes and
expectations he is helping to unleash.
On the other hand, if there is going to
be a struggle, then they would prefer
to confine it within the Democratic
Party where the movement can be
seized and its head held under water
till it drowns.

Only independent working-class ac-
tion to build a labour party can show a
way forward to the hopes being exp-
ressed at present.

Such a movement would have to
clarify its programme. Jesse Jackson’s
campaign seeks to pressurise big
business to look after workers at
home, and act fairly and peacefully
abroad. This is like asking a tiger to
stop eating meat.

For a solution to the problems
facing US society a socialist program-
me must be adopted: ending the dict-
atorship of the corporations, and es-
tablishing instead a democratic plan of
production.

Only on this basis can the coming
movement, which can be glimpsed in
the Jackson campaign, be successful
in building a society in which poverty,
racism and oppression will be ended.
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- New York Labor B;ﬁy for Jesse Jackson |

invites you to join

) esse Jackson

Monday,

April 11, 1988 -
6:00 p.m.

.
. rdiy S

at the Jacob Javits Convention Center
(35th St. between 11th & 12th Aves.)

cent of white median income—
the same as 20 years ago.
Blacks in poverty: 31 per cent.

Blacks are 12 per cent of the
US population, but own 4 per

’
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12.2 per cent. Black teenage
unemployment: 33.4 per cent

Black_median income: 58 per y A r 2R
k S N
“I come from a tradition of those
. ; who march in solidari
peace and justice. In the 60's we marched for civil dghu?im!:)':nd
march for workers rights.” g
A WORKER’ ' |
r RKER'S BILL OF RIGHTS .
| ~ " 'By Jesse L. Jackson
L. mmmamcm TO A JOB l
need jobs and th ;
provide care for this u;;,::;:‘::";v‘:' ::’:n:: hc::‘cbl::nl: qt‘h: housing, roads and bridges that we need as well as

ithout notice and unemployment without ho
pe.
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All workers, including public employees
ux_nions recognized, and work under a w be able
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Young workers (youth) need opportunity,
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8 million (31 per cent). Total
federal budget deficit: $1.2 tril-
lion. Cost of interest payments
on Reagan’s debt: $3,743 per
person. In 1981-84 fifty large
corporations made $57 billion
profits but paid no tax. Instead

Number of workers unemployed
at least once: 60 million
Workers’ loss of buying power:
10.9 per cent. Number of work-
ing poor losing all or some
food-stamp aid: 4 million.
Number living in poverty: 33.5
million (average). Increase in they received $2.4 billion in
number of poor over 1974-1981: rebates under Reagan’s tax cuts.

-Statistics from AFL-CIO Economic Research Department.

Militant International Review

Summer 1988 will deal with the US civil rights movement
of the 1960s, the life of Martin Luther King, and Jesse
Jackson'’s role in the struggle
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West bank

Settler violence flares up

THE KILLING of a 15-year old girl from a Jewish settle-
ment on the West Bank has raised the possibility of attacks
by Jewish settlers, most of whom are armed on Arab towns

and villages.

During the course of the Pales-
tinian uprising, there have alrea-
dy been many instances of settler-
vigilantes stoning and vandalising
Arab cars and attacking Arab vill-
ages. A number of the Palestin-
ians killed in the last four months
have been shot by settlers, ven-
ting their. fury at young people
throwing stones.

The government’s reaction to
the killing has been to intensify
repression and legalised brutality,
especially on Arabs in the village
where the killing took place. The
Palestinians expectations of civil-
ised treatment from the Israeli
army can be gauged from the
statements of the ‘Justice’ Minis-
ter, Avraham Sharir who advoca-
ted “‘mass retaliation’ against the

inhabitants of the vnllage—whnch-
he likened to the biblical city of .
Sodom — mcludmg demohshmg\_;

houses and ‘mass expulsions.™

But at'the same time the gov {
ernment will be ‘anxious to avoid-

too great a backlash from the sett-

lers.” Israel's leniency towards

Jewish vigilantes in the past does
not necessarily mean that it can
tolerate hundreds of rampaging
settlers—for fear of an intensifica-
tion of the Palestinian revolt in
reply.

The establishment since 1967 of
Jewish settlements and military
installations in the occupied West
Bank has resulted in more than
half the Arab land being confis-
cated, something that is a source
of enormous resentment among
Atrabs.

Whllc Arab to and villag

are starved i »:‘f’ir*““-” e

denied planmng permission for
any kind of development, Iiterally

More

By Peter Jackson

billions of dollér&have been pour-

‘ed into the settlements. Arab

areas are served by little more
than dirt tracks, but the settle-
ments have the most modern road

.system, usually by-passing Arab

areas for security reasons.
The settlements have up-to-
date electricity and telephone sys-

tems, separate to those. serving

Arab areas, so that the army can

close off communications to the

Arab West Bank without affec-
ting the settlers. Whergas Jewish
farmers are subsidiSed and sup-

ported by the Israeli export dep-
farmers are -
squeezed out, usually having to

artment, Arab

send their produce to' Jordan.
More than a million Pales-
tinians live on the West Bank,
without democratic or civil rights,
under an arbitrary military gov-
ernment. The 65,000 Jewish settl-
ers, on the other hand, are Israeli
citizens, with full votmg and civil
nghts :
~Although the leaders of Israel
capitalism pay lip service to the
I'CII%IOUS fervour of many of the
settlers, deeming it the Jews ‘his-
toric right’ to settle in the biblical
land of ‘Eretz Israel’, the real
purpose served by the settlements
1s a strategic guarantee of Israeli
control over the West Bank.
Notwithstanding the religious
fanaticism of many of the settlers,

the government still finds 1t nec-

e g to o!»_ t

ments in the settlements in place
of expensive run-down homes in

lsraeli Arabs demonstrate.

Ic .!_}".,- NCIr 1orme

| ence even further.

the slum areas of Jerusalem or
Tel-Aviv.

The settlements that have ex-
panded in recent years have been

little. more than ‘dormitory’ sett-

leménts for Jews who work m the
big_cities. 85 per cent of settlers

live within commuting distance of -

Tel Aviv or Jerusalem. On the
other hand, even before the up-
rising, settlements in the Jordan
valley and in other areas ex-
perienced a fall in their popula-
tion as some settlers gave up and

s
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The smaller
settlements, in particular, are like
besieged fortresses. Members

have to be armed going to work,
tending the fields, or even taking
children to school. Many more
- settlers will now be considering
returning to the relative tranquili-
ty of the Israeli cities.

Industrial action

Last week Housing Minister
David Levy, anxious to reassure
settlers, announced that incen-
tives and mortgages would be

_mcreasedtoh the - declinig

ment pumps millions into sett-
lements, health service workers in
Israel are continuing their prog-

and stability for Israecl, as the

v Palcstinia people, alongside an

ramme of strikes and industrial
action over wages, and against
government expenditure cuts.
These struggles and even more in-
tensive class battles in the future
will open the eyes of many Jewish
workers as to the real nature of
Israeli society and the role of the
settlements.

Despite the strategy of Israeli
capitalism, the settlements are, in
any case, no guarantee to peace

Israeli state, within the context of
a Socialist Federation of the Mid-
dle East.

equal
than
others?

SPANISH WORKERS re-
turning from an Easter
break in Portugal had an
eye-opener when they
bumped into the count-
ry's Socialist deputy pri-
me minister Guerra at the
border.

A mile-long queue of
cars was lined up waiting
for the ferry when ‘com-

rade’ Guerra came along

in his chauffeur-driven
Mercedes and headed
straight for the front of
the queue.

At this, anger explod-
ed. Horns were hooted
and insults shouted. “It
was beginning to turn in-
to an ugly incident”, said
a Portuguese official.

Guerra was forced to
beat a retreat, and drove
instead to the nearest air-
port where a Spanish air
force jet was sent to ‘res-
cue’ him and his family
from the inconvenience
of queuing up with or-
dinary people.

Many Spanish workers
voted Socialist because
they see it as the party of
equality. Some Social-
ists, it seems, are more
equal than others.

ON 15 March, 35-40 million

Rajiv Gandhi.
Now the government is

Emergency looms in the Punjab

workers throughout India
took part in one of the
biggest  general  strike
movements ever seen across
the globe (see Militant 18
March).

By Mukesh Moorthy

This strike once again
confirmed that only the
working class has the
capacity to maintain the
unity of India and lead the
struggles of the peasantry,
oppressed nationalities, and
downtrodden castes to over-
throw the decaying
capitalist society of India.

However, parallel to
these repeated revolu-
tionary struggles of the wor-
king class, the horrific mas-
sacres in the Punjab in the
last few weeks have high-
lighted the dangers of a
communal holocaust which
would lead to the Balkanisa-
tion of India if the workers’
organisations fail to lead the
masses to the socialist trans-
formation of society.

In just over three months
over 800 Sikh and Hindu
civilians have died in the
Punjab, compared to 1,234
in the whole of 1987.

The crimes of the Sikh

~ terrorists of slaughtering

entire - Sikh - and Hindu
families can only meet with
revulsion of the Sikh and
Hindu population. They
aim to drive a wedge
between the communities by
their sectarian Kkillings of

Hindus, who make up near-
ly half the population of the
Punjab, and provoke a Hin-
du backlash against Sikhs in
the rest of India.

Based upon the futile
methods of individual ter-
rorism they openly talk of
“killing  hundreds  of
thousands of people, even
tens of millions’’ in order to
attain Khalistan.

Rajiv Gandhi and the
Congress(I) government

have tried to divert blame to’

“some foreign hand helping
the terrorists”’, thereby
whipping up anti-Pakistani
and anti-Muslim feelings.
It was Indira Gandhi who
originally created the mons-
ter of Sikh fundamentalism

Sikhs shot down by the military.

around the figure of Bhind-
ranwale, aiming to split the
then Akali Dal state govern-
ment and enable Cong-
ress(I) to capture power.

Khalistan

The outrage felt by Sikhs
after the Indian army’s in-
vasion of the Golden Temp-
le in Amritsar and the anti-
Sikh massacres in October
1984 pushed thousands of
unemployed Sikh youth into

the arms of the Khalistani

terrorists, who are deman-
ding an independent Sikh
state of Khalistan (‘land of
the pure’).

It is a symptom of the
failure of the capitalists to

unify India that the Sikhs,
who played such a leading
role in the struggle for In-
dian independence, are now
being pushed in the direc-
tion of nationalism.

Rajiv Gandhi’s govern-
ment has performed several
180 degree turns in policy.
First they propped up the
capitalist Akali Dal, then
suspended the Punjabi
government 11 months ago,
imposing direct rule from
Delhi and intensifying
military operations.

In the process they failed
to meet any of the basic
demands of the Sikhs
agreed in the famous Ac-
cord between former Akali
Dal leader Longowal and

trying to do a deal with the
Khalistani terrorists who
they have failed to crush
militarily.

If the talks break down, it
appears likely that Gandhi
would impose a state of
emergency on the Punjab.
This would mean blanket
censorship and complete
suppression of democratic
rights, with direct interven-
tion by the Indian army and
attempted military suppres-
sion of the Sikh revolt.

The main effect would be
to push thousands more
youth into the arms of the
Khalistanis.

Under capitalism none of
the basic problems of the
Sikhs, or of India’s other
national groups, can be
solved.

Despite the rise in com-
munal tensions, the mass of
the Sikh and Hindu workers
and peasants look forward
to a joint struggle against
the Congress(I) govern-
ment, as demonstrated by
the rock- solid support in
the Punjab’s three major
industrial cities for the 15
March general strike.

As a step in the education
of the masses the Marxists
in India are demanding that
the Communist parties
campaign together with a
joint programme of socialist
transformation which alone
can halt the growth of com-
munalism.



unhealthy practice if profits can be made vices

from it.

Every day people are made ill because

And look what they do to
people who try to create decent
conditions. Liverpool councillors
built new homes. They were sur-
charged, thrown out of office by
unelected judges and treated like
criminals.

The Tories want us to be heal-
thy, do they? Why then do so
many old people die needlessly
through hypothermia and malnut-

rition, often in loneliness and °

despair.

They could prove their con-
cern, by giving the old a decent
pension, and allowing councils to
build sheltered homes so people
could live out their days in digni-
ty. Instead they close geriatric
wards in hospitals and send old
people into a non-existent com-
munity care where, to make
things worse, they will soon have
to pay poll tax!

.! relatives who are on duty 24

growing. Even the most E .

: person can snap after many
- cepless  nights  looking after
. T . ,‘)J':'.;j"‘,“‘ ¢ h ~v~ ‘-.4 i I Ayl U
as to be fed, dressed and
may wake vou up in the middle of
the night because they think the
house is full of strangers.
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Edwina Currie’s
latest nonsense Is
to tell young
women: “don’t
screw around. Nuns
don’t get cervical
cancer.” This
disease is not
caused by

i - -~ "
promiscuity”. Any
sexually active
woman can get it.
Her ‘alternative’ to
health spending on
curing cervical
cancer is total
celibacy!

What are the Tories going to do
about unemployment? Figures
prove being jobless makes you
more susceptible to illness. What
about the young unemployed
whose suicide rate is rising steadi-
ly? The only answer they have is
lower (or non-existent) social
security. This just creates an extra
problem of homelessness. Is that
a healthy lifestyle?

Will the Tories give young peo-
ple hope for the future to stem

the growth of drug taking? Not if
it costs a penny and not if it stops

The ‘community’ usually means

Feature by Sheila

Hall and John Dale

their big business friends making
profits out of super-exploitation
schemes like the YTS.

Are they going to stop the
deaths on these schemes caused
by lack of supervision and train-
ing and unsafe machinery? Will
they stop employers disregarding
health and safety by speed-ups,
which have increased the rates of
stress-related heart discase in the
car “industry? Not likely!

A year after the Zeebrugge
disaster, when ferry workers
strike against the imposition of
Victorian hours of work which
increase the workers’ stress and
the danger to passengers, what do
our ‘betters’ do? The Tory judges
declare the strike illegal not the
- Every ~ Currnie’s

drink/drive campaign. At the
same time, their friends in big
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encouraging people to drink more

alcohol. The tobacco companies,
brewers and distillers are amongst
the Tories’ biggest financial
backers.

The © government allow
manufacturers to fill our kids full
of artificial sweeteners and ad-
ditives that can cause ill health,
behavioural problems and mental
disorders. Some additives have
been banned in other countries
for years but not by our health-
loving Tories.

And how can we be healthy
when some of us live near nuclear
reactors and power stations which
increase the risk of leukaemia for
our children? Is Currie going to
stop Britain becoming Europe’s
dumping grounds for toxic
chemical waste? No.

And I haven’t even mentioned
their cuts in the health service,
the needless deaths from cervical
cancer, and the attacks on staffing
levels and pay.

I smoke and I know it’s bad.
But if Currie was really scrious
about wanting us to be healthy,
she would be fighting for a mas-
sive injection of funds into the
NHS, and stopping the attacks on
social security and council hous-
ing. She would be leading a fight
against the Poll Tax.

She would be standing up to
the exploiters and polluters, in
fact she would be helping to
destroy the system she and the
rest of the cabinet are benefitting’
from. She won’t do that, of
course, but we can!

ALTHOUGH PEOPLE are living longer than they used
to, the chances of manual workers surviving to retire-
ment age are worse than for anyone else. New
figures show the gap widened between 1972 and

1983.

These stark facts have been hidden away in a
government report, which is only available on mic-
rofilm at a total cost of £55.20!

like

che.a  far bigger

a health risk

EDWINA CURRIE was on television again
recently, urging everyone to give up tobac-
co as she “wants us all to be healthy!”
What a hypocrite! Currie serves in a
government that will tolerate almost any

they are forced to live in overcrowded,
damp, squalid housing but local authorities
are deprived of funds to build decenthomes
through rate capping. The Tory policy of
privatisation means worse provision of ser-
roadsweeping and sewer
maintenance. How healthy is that going to
make us?
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BRITAIN HAS one of the worst
rates of heart disease in the world;
four out of ten men suffer from
the illness by the time they are 65
years old.

Tens of thousands suffer
premature death or severe
disablement that could be
prevented. Treatment costs the
NHS hundreds of millions of
pounds.

The Tories claim to favour heal-
th education. It sounds a good
idea; prevention is better than
cure. But the government hope
this will cut the cost to the NHS,
and shift the blame for illness on
to the victims. They want to be
able to charge patients for hospital
treatment, arguing that it is their
own fault they are sick.

Health education, giving people
information to live a healthy life,
is meaningless unless the causes of
unhealthy living are tackled and
the choices necessary for a healthy
life are available.

Working class men and women
have the highest rates of heart
disease, cancers and.other preven-
table illnesses. Male manual
workers have a 32 per cent higher
risk of an early death through
heart disease than non-manual
workers. Those on low incomes
have the highest risk of chronic
illness.

One reason is that a healthy diet
costs 35 per cent more than the
average spent on food by low
income families. For example,
wholemeal bread and other pro-
ducts can cost one quarter more
than white bread. Fatty meat pro-
ducts such as sausages and pies
cost about a quarter less per
portion than lean meat.

In 1983, households earning
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over £250 a week spent 15 per cent
of their income on food (£48.16 a
week). But households with less
than £80 a week spent 30 per cent
on food (only £26.81).

Edwina Currie can afford her
healthy eating—the northern
housewives she lectured on bad
diet don’t have her money to
spend.

Unemployment, cold and damp
housing and stress, (which affects
workers more than executives) are
other factors contributing to ill
health.

Advertising

Smoking is a major cause of
heart disease, lung cancer and
many other illnesses. But workers
and unemployed who smoke often
do so because, it is one of the few
pleasures they can afford. There is
enormous advertising pressure to
persuade young people to start
smoking-once started, the tobacco
companies know it’s hard to
stop.

The same is true of alcohol-
drinking too much causes a great
deal of illness (and injury). The
breweries and tobacco companies
spend huge sums sponsoring
sports events to give themselves a
healthy image.

Tobacco companies evade the
ban on TV advertising this way.
In a recent cricket match, the
sponsor’s name was visible on the
television screen for one third of
the time. »

The Tories don’t want a serious
health education programme. Up
to last year, the Health Education
Council was campaigning for tigh-
ter measures against these com-
panies, who make huge profits
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A socialist alternative™

from tobacco and alcohol.

The government disbanded the
Council, reforming it as the Heal-
th Education Authority with a
different - director and wunder
closer government control. That
was Thatcher’s thank you to the
tobacco and alcohol bosses for
their contributions to the Tory
Party.

A Labour government with a
socialist health policy should:

* Ban all advertising of tobacco
and alcohol.

* Nationalise the tobacco indust-
ry under workers’ control and
management to provide alter-
native useful jobs for tobacco
workers.

* Fund sports and arts events so
they do not need sponsorship.
* Provide free sports and leisure
facilities for all.

* Nationalise the giant food com-
panies and big supermarket
chains. Provide good food for
health and enjoyment not for pro-
fit.

* Increase spending on health
education.

* Spend money on medical
research, not weapons research.
* Carry out a socialist housing
policy to provide good housing for
all.

* Implement a £135 minimum
wage, for all including pensioners,
sick and disabled.

* Ensure safe working condi-
tions, safe products and prevent
pollution of the . environment
through workers’ control of safe-
ty.

A socialist society removing the
stress, poverty and insecurity that
capitalism breeds, would prevent
much of the iliness we suffer
today.
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Casualties of
market forces

Dear Comrades,

Woolworth’s have an-
nounced pre-tax profits
of £147.2 million, a 28 per
cent increase on the
previous vyear. This
makes the decision to
close the Paisley High
Street store and throw
the workers on the scrap-
heap seem all the more
callous.

However we shouldn’t
be surprised at this
decision, since it merely
represents the logic of
the free market system,
where the unfettered
pursuit of profit takes
precedence over the
needs of both the
workers who helped to
create these profits and
the communities “who
coriributed to them over
the years.

It was somewhat ironic
then to see Neil Kinnock,
the same evening on TV,
assuring his interviewer
that he  supported
‘market forces’. Presum-

Dear Comrades,

British Rail have recently
started advertising the re-
turn of Pullman restaurants
on Intercity trains. They
are aiming at the better-off
traveller, with expensive,
luxury food, in particular
prawns.

Fish processing can be

ably the logic of this is
that he could not criticise
Woolworth's, who, after
all, are taking decisions
based on market forces
as they see them.

It is time for socialist

 arguments to be advanc-

ed which deny Woolwor-
th’'s and companies like
them the right to exploit
workers and communit-
ies as they see fit. It is
because of this that |,
along with thousands of
other socialists, will be
supporting Tony Benn in
his challenge for the
leadership of the Labour
Party.

Now, as never before,
the case for socialism, for
a rational, planned econ-
omy based on the needs
of ordinary people, must
be advanced. Otherwise
the Woolworth's work-
ers will only be the latest,
but not the last, casual-
ties of market forces.

Councillor Hugh Henry,

Erskine, Renfrew

quite a profitable industry
and there are many such
places in North Shields.
Commonly young workers
peeling prawns start on £50
a week. But after five

" weeks they go on to piece

work. One lad T talked to
earned 75p for each basket
of prawns he peeled.
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.zop r word, minimum 10
words. Semt-dlsplay £3 per
column centimetre. Three
weeks for the price of two.
Militant meeting ads. free.
All advertisement copy
should reach this office by
first post on Friday, the
week before publication.

A ST N TS ST ST

[J Wanted co-op and green
shield stamps. Loose, part or
full books. All proceeds to
the fighting fund. Send c/o

Militant  circulation, -

New sticker available in
rolis of 250. ‘One day

general strikefDefend the
health  service”.  Other

stickers: ‘Kick out the

Tories’, ‘No to slave labour

on YTS', ‘For a socialist
South Africa’, £2.50 per
roll. ‘Militant for labour and
youth’ enamel stud badges
£1 each. A3 size posters of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky,
Luxemburg 50p each
collecting tins £1 each,
10 or more 75p each.

Available from  Fighting
Fund Dept, 3-13 Hepscott Rd,
London E9 5HB. For all
orders add 25 per cent P&P.
Cheques payable to Militant.

Workers’ Education Group

Summer Camp '88.
Saturday 6—13 August

Bracelands Campsite, Gloucestershire.
Book your holidays now!

Cost: £40 14 years and over
£5' 5-14yrs :
Children under five free

For further details write to
WEG, PO Box 332, London E15 3BY.

Free the
Sharpeville Six

Friday 22 April
Assemble 1pm
Brixton College, Brixton Hill
March to SA Embassy
Organised by Lambeth LPYS
& Brixton College NUS

Wirral Militant supporters would like to express

their deepest sympathy to Mr & Mrs Martin &

family on the sudden death of Steven, a Militant
supporter, sadly missed

Send us your views,

comments or criticism.

Alton’s scandalous Bill

Dear Comrades,

I think it is totally ridiculous and scan-
dalous that David Alton and the rest of
thesc Tories should be putting this Bill
through Parliament to reduce the time

limit for abortion.

I also think it totally scandalous the
disgusting remarks he makes that women

be made to carry on with the pregnancy.

rights!

Glasgow

who are victims of rape and incest should
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Part of the 19 March anti-Alton Bill march.

Profit from prawns Tones not welcome

However the first basket .

took him an hour to peel!
Experienced workers could
manage three bags in an
hour. In other words they
could earn a maximum of
£80 a week.

Terry McPartlan,

Whitley Bay Labour

Party

Dear Comrades,

Recent events in lre-
land have shown the
complete hypocrisy of
the mass media in. Bri-
tain. They have talked of
the ’‘barbaric’ attack on
two soldiers.

Yet the three IRA mem-
bers ambushed and shot
in Gibraltar and Aidan
McAnespie, unarmed
and shot at an army
checkpoint, are as much
victims of British rule in
Ireland as the two British
soldiers killed by mourn-
ers at an IRA funeral.

There can be no doubt
that the unarmed mourn-
ers thought they were go-
ing to be the victims of
another loyalist gun at-
tack and their initial reac-
tians were to defend
themselves.

One soldier produced
and fired a gun. The sit-
uation got completely out
of control, resulting in the
grisly outcome. The IRA
callously and needlessly
intervened to shoot the
soldiers dead.

The cycle of violence
will not be ended by
moral appeals from the
churches and the govern-
ment. The military and
political policies of the
government are doomed
to failure, as are the pol-
icies of the paramilitary
groups.

A campaign for work-
ing-class unity and a soc-
ialist united Ireland is
needed if a Lebanon-type
disaster IS going to be
avonded

- Kevin Fernandes,

Vauxhall Labour Party.
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Dear Comrades,
At Blackpool last week-

"~ end, our landlady said that

when the Tory conference
was last there, the post box-
es were closed for four days,
so she couldn’t post a birth-
day card.

'/ | TOCHOICE

I also think it is ridiculous that all the
Labour MPs who voted in favour of Al-
ton’s Bill were men. This makes me very
angry. We women must stand up for our

Elizabeth Young, Maryhill militant,

TOALTON

‘| YES ||
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You couldn’t  walk
through the central car
park, hospital wards were
Kept empty and there were
police on every street corner
and snmipers on the roofs.

It cost £lm, paid not by
the Tories but the rate-

Dear Comrades,

How is it that the only
letters you print opposing
Militant’s declared policy
are those which oppose
abortion? We now have a
second letter repeating the
same fallacy, that abortion
is ““not a matter of choice or
of feminism’’.

Are you yourselves not
convinced that it is a
woman’s right to be acc-
redited with more sense
than an embryo inside her
in deciding what is best for
both?

There is no argument
about Kkilling babies. It is
about the necessity to pre-
vent some embryos from
becoming babies and this is
best decided by the woman
of whose body the embryo is
a part. She has a mind while
the embryo has none.

Over Alex Abiola’s letter
(2 April) you print the head-
line ‘For the moral case’, as
if anti-abortion were moral
and abortion were not. Is
that what you think? An
answer would be app-
reciated.

Kathleen Jones,

Bishop’s Castle,

Shropshire

(We will print letters
from readers who op-
pose Militant’s views on
any subject.)

payers, The local Hoteliers’
Association don’t want
them because the small
places don’t see any of the
money, just the big
hotels.

Gary Freeman,

Nottingham

Glasgow housing schemes like this will not be regenerated by Rifkind’s £25 million.
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Crumbs for slums

slums of Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dundee.

Dear Comrades,

Tory Minister Malcolm Rifkind has an-
nounced a major urban renewal package in
Scotland “to bring about social and econ-
omic regeneration of run-down areas™

Oh aye, I thought, about time t00.
Could this be the Tories iosing their
marbles and deciding that after lining the
pockets of the rich in the budget they were
going to do something for the rest of us?

If the government can afford to give £2
billion away in tax cuts and a further £1.9
billion to the vultures of British Aerospace
. for Rover, then surely this would mean at
least a few billion to rebuild the sprawling

Nuclear waste

Dear Comrades,

Britain’s worst accident
at an advanced gas-cooled
nuclear power station,
which put the Hartlepool
No 1 reactor out of opera-
tion a year ago, has so far
cost the electricity con-
sumer £35m and it is not
expected back on stream
until May at the earliest.

already got!

Since 1983 when the sta-
tion came intc operation,
seven years behind sched-
ule, it has only produced
electricity 17 per cent of the
time.

The Labour Party should
call for the phasing out of
nuclear power and workers’
control of the CEGB, which
is nothing more than a pro-

No danger! A package of £25 million,
spread throughout Scotland over the next
few years and the money to come from the
sale of the best council houses we've

What a con! And if that wasn’t bad
enough—guess which is the only housing
scheme in Edinburgh to get a share of this
paltry aid-Wester Hailes. Of course this
has absolutely nothing to do with the fact
that this is part of Rifkind’s Tory marginal
Pentlands constituency.

Kevin Williamson, Edinburgh

Labour Party

paganda service for the gov-
ernment and nuclear pow-
er, more concerned with
covering up the dangers
than the safety of workers.

What other industry
would the Tories allow to
run at 17 per cent efficiency
and lose £35m?

Andy Walker, Middles-

brough Labour Party
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was absolutely corrupt.

“THE MAIN demand during the
1960s was for shipboard union
representatives. The union

“l remember in Liverpool the
union office was actually in-
side the Shipping Federation
headquarters. You had to go
through great big iron doors
and then a door which let one
man through at a time. It was

common knowledge that if

men put a fiver in their pass
book when they gave it to the
official, he’'d let them jump the
queue.

“Yates, the general
secretary, used union money
to buy his daughter a Rolls
Royce on her 21st birthday.

““When the 1966 strike broke
out we'd learnt many lessons

from the 1960 strike. The big-
gest problem we faced was
lack of transport. None of us
had cars, with being away at
sea all the time. So we got a
load of cars from the scrapyard
and painted them white with
some ship’s paint we found.
The cars had no tax and no-one
had a driver's licence, but
somehow we made do. We put

loudspeakers on the top and
organised mass meetings
along the docks.

“The Liverpool Echo gave us

a terrible press so we put out a
leaflet, Who Owns The Echo?,
and listed all the companies
with the shipping lines pro-
minently displayed. After that,
the coverage improved.

““After the strike, the leaders

‘The union was absolutely corrupt

tried to stop us lobbying the
1967 conference by holding it
in Dublin. But scores of us
were stowed away on the B&I
boats by Seamens Union of
Ireland members. That's when
reform of the union began”.

John Nettleton an NUS activist
in the 1960 and 1966 strikes,
spoke to Richard Knights.

Seafarers’ stormy past

NINE WEEKS into the strike
of P& O workers at Dover, we
look at some of the lessons
which can be drawn from the
history of their union, the Na-
tional Union of Seamen (NUS).
Central amongst these was the
last national strike in 1966.
This week we examine the

background to that event. In

next week’s issue, we will draw
out the lessons of the strike
itself.

By Richard Knights.

Seafarers face unparalielled at-
tacks from the ship owners.
Already this year national strikes
have been called over the Isle of
Min ferries and P&O Dover.

Tragically, secamen have also
been forced to grapple with their
own union leadership.

In the nineteenth century the
_organised thro

brutc force to try and brcak tradc
unionism-they organised ships

the power
Federation, through the unity of
all dock workers and seamen.

However, the NUS’s founder,
Havelock Wilson, broke from his
militant background and in 1920
signed a sweetheart agreement
with the ship owners. The NUS
became their appendage and dur-
ing the 1926 general strike gained
the dubious distinction of being
the only union not to par-
ticipate.

Havelock Wilson's support for

breakaway miners’ unions led to
the NUS’s expulsion from the
TUC. It was only re-admitted in
1929 after Wilson’s death, but
remained a byword for class col-
laboration and company union-
ism.

In the post-war period the
union and ship owners exercised
joint control over employment
through the Merchant Navy Es-
tablishment Scheme and on pay
through the National Maritime
Board. As a result of the union’s
compliant role, by 1958 the pay of
an able seaman averaged £33 per
month, whereas on shore average
industrial wages were £54 per
month.

On board ship, seamen were
still bound by the draconian 1894
Merchant Shipping Act, which
stipulated that seamen absent
without leave could be fined two
days’ pay on an escalating scale.
Disobedience of a lawful com-
mand at sea could result in four
weeks imprisonment.

The NUS was virtually in the
pockets of the shipping magnates,
run by a corrupt burcaucracy with
no element of democracy
tolerated.

The main complaint of the rank
and file was that no shop stewards
were allowed on board the ships.
The only course of complaint
came when the ship finally dock-
ed. The members were effectively
policed by the full-time officials.

In 1960 there were 185 officials to
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80,000 members-the highest ratio
in the TUC. All officials were
appointed by the general
secretary!

The only elected post was that
of general secretary itself and
here the union still operated the
plural voting system introduced
by Havelock Wilson.

This worked as follows: proba-
tionary members with under one
year’s membership had no vote;
up to five years’ membership, one
vote; up to ten years, two votes;
15 years, thre¢ votes; over 15
years, four votes.

One third of the annual con-
ference was composed of full-
time officials and they even deter-
mined when branch meetings
took place. Any dissent was ruth-
lessly crushed. Unofficial strikes
in 1947 and 1955 were met with
expulsions.

The post-war period also
ushered in the decline of Britains
dominance as a merchant fleet
and the raising of flags of con-
venience began to further erode
wages and conditions.

By 1960, the union was like a
powder keg waiting to explode.
Pay negotiations became the fuse.
On 6 July a walkout on the
Liverpool ship Carinthia over a

NSRM leaflets from the 1960 strike in Liverpool.

disciplinary matter spread to the
pay issue. Flying pickets brought
out other ports.

The NUS general secretary, Sir
Thomas Yates, attacked the
strikers, commenting that “the
company were perfectly within
their rights....Liverpool has al-
ways been full of dissidents and
not just seamen’’.

Union clean- up

A week later, the National
Secamen’s Reform Movement
(NSRM), based on the main
ports, came in to being. In its
paper The Fo'c’stle, it com-
mented after the return to work
on 20 July that *‘the British mer-
chant. seamen- engaged in the
strike decided that the real cause
of their unsatisfactory conditions
lay in the composition of the
NUS. It was decided that the
clean-up of the NUS was by far
the most important objective.”

The founding of the NSRM
represented a major step forward.
One of the shipping owners’ jour-
nals later wrote that “the most
significant decision of the reform
movement was to continue the
campaign within the union’s
ranks.

Reform leader Jim Slater.

“The effect of this strategy was
to give a prominence and con-
tinuity to the militants’ aims,
where previous disenchantments
had been assuaged by spasmodic

unconnected revolts, or by the

setting up of independent,
unrecognised and eventually un-
supported rival organisations for
seamen.”

The 1960 wage negotiations
continued with the hot breath of
the members on the necks of the
NUS leaders. When they ac-
cepted the employers’ offer of
£2.50 per month increase, instead
of the £4 claimed, ships were
immediately held up in Bristol,
Manchester, South  Shields,
Sunderland, Hartlepool, Hull,
Glasgow and Liverpool.

Once again, Sir Thomas Yates
raged that “this group of irres-
ponsible people in Liverpool is
misleading and misrepresenting
the issue. This sort of thing is
nothing more than industrial
anarchy and mob rule.”

The strikes felt the full weight
of state and union bureaucracy

ey ‘SoI04d

attacks. In Southampton, two
strike leaders were sentenced to
prison (reduced to fine on ap-
peal), one of the magistrates be-
ing an NUS official

In London, 16 strikers were
fined and injunctions were issued
in Liverpool. Despite these
measures, by 19 August 106 ships
were held up and crews walked
out in Sydney, Montreal and New
York.

Paddy Neary, NSRM chairman
was jailed and the strike finally
petered out on 22 September.
However, the strike raised the
morale and fighting spirit of the
seamen. One of their leaders,
George Foulser wrote that “they
had discovered that all Cunard’s
millions allied with the Board of
Trade and the Shipping Federa-
tion were not strong enough to
move a ship one inch in any port
where the rank and file seamen
were in full unity.”

After the strike, Yates retired
tant secretary, Jim Scott in the
CILLtIOﬂ hopmg to hold him to
ome radical hrascshc had made

e

pointed. After his clection at thw
1961 conference he said: “Does
anyone really think this malignant
of anti-uniomsts, Trots-
Kyites, fascists and other rejected
flotsam and jetsam are doing
anything else but exploit the
pluck and sense of loyalty en-
joyed by seafarers.™
Scott opened a vicious attack
on the rank and file. Three
NSRM leaders were expelled

. from the union and the idea of

shipboard representation was dis-
missed by him with the threat that
“T will dismiss every official the
day that ship’s delegates come
into the British mercantile
marine...’

Just before he plunged the

union into civil war, Scott died in
1962. In the ballot that followed,
Bill Hogarth beat Jim Slater,
backed by the NSRM, by 30,897
votes to 9,855, In view of the
plural voting system some
members calculated that more
working seamen had voted for the
NSRM candidate.
- Faced with the discontent,
Hogarth began to make conces-
sions and in 1965 limited ship-
board representation was
granted. Three of the Reform
leaders were eclected by the
members onto the executive-Joe
Kenny from Liverpool, Jim Slater
from the North East and Vernon
Miner from Bristol Channel.

The re-election of the Labour
government in 1966 with a huge
majority raised all workers’ ex-
pectations, but with an economic
crisis developing, the Labour
right-wing  reformists  were
preparing to put the burden onto
the working class. The Economist

had prophetically commented on

15 January: “The only way to
achieve an incomes policy in 1966
is going to be by outfacing the
trade unions on some big national
wage struggle’.
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dIndustrial reports)

Seafarers back Mmtant

LAST FRIDAY evening over 50 people crammed into
Dover’s Dew Drop Inn for the first Militant public
meeting of the P&O dispute.

The audience of striking
seafarers heard Tony
Mulhearn, a disqualified
Liverpool councillor, and a
shop steward on the Belgian
P&O boats.

The discussion naturally
revolved around the strike.
Immediately clear was the
P&O workers’ determina-
tion to defend their condi-
tions and jobs against the
management attacks.
Debate was sharp about
how best to secure victory,
particularly given the atten-
dance of a member of the
NUS port committee, the
‘left’ member of the leader-
ship.

This ‘left’ had come to
the conclusion that the only

By Darren Summers.

strategy was to stick out a
local dispute. He even
stated that as soon as
Sealink come out on strike,
‘‘this strike will be lost”’,
Militant supporters were ac-
caused by him of being
divisive and infiltrators.
However, when asked what
party he was a member of,
peels of laughter met his
reply: *““The Communist
Party”’.

The overwhelming ma-
jority of seamen applauded
Militant’s record in the dis-
pute—fundraising, produc-
ing bulletins and organising
speaking tours.  They

NUT leaders
duck issues

THE ANNUAL con-
ference of the National
Union of Teachers (NUT)
could not have taken place
at a more crucial time-in its
history. :

In a few months, the
Education Reform Bill will
be law. Then the Tories will
have begun in earnest their
onslaught on state educa-
tion and the teaching
unions.

In the event, conference

Qkipi

Wassreated 9 qpaesitiond
ecutive, whllst in fact they
are preparing the most ab-
ject retreat.

Gordon Green of the ex-
ecutive warned of “the in-
herent dishonesty and evil
of the Baker bill"” but could
only suggest that the union
looks for ‘authoritative’ al-
lies such as local authority
employers and the churches
to form an education com-
mission- to mitigate the
worst effects of the bill.

Unity

He failed to mention that
these ‘allies’ have singularly
failed to stop the bill going
through.

Our natural allies are
those teachers in the other
unions, NAS/UWT and
Natfhe, with whom we
should be having joint ac-
tion. In many areas this is
already being done. In fact,
the overwhelming feeling
of conference was to pursue
the idea of unity with NAS/
UWT and against the will
of the executive. A motion
from Militant supporters in
West London was carried
enthusiastically, instructing
the executive to start
negotiations immediately.

Executive members kept
returning to the question of
the law. Even when it came
down to details, non-co-
operation was totally op-
posed by the executive.

A motion which called
for united opposition from
local authorities and
teaching unions was seized
upon by the executive with
horror. According to them
we could not possibly ask
councillors and town hall
unions to not comply with
the law. This is the same
shameful line that the

-amendment was

Labour leaders arc pursu-
ing in relation to the poll
tax in Scotland. Don’t wor-
ry about the suffering, just
don’t defy the law!

But worse than simple
acceptance of Baker, the
right wing on the executive
arc  proposing to re-
organise the union to make
it easier for Thatcher to
transform education.

The Tones want to break =
the po the 1

ra

allow schools to opt out and

be run by boards, who will
be able to hire and fire. and
set rates of pay. The union
is proposing restructuring
to allow new regional cent-
res to negotiate not only on
behalf of regions, but also
within individual schools!

This break up of the na-
tionally agreed level of pay
and conditions is a matter
which must be resisted
tooth and nail. But worse
still was the manner in

which - restructuring - was

proposed, without consul-
tation. Likewise with the
new logo and the appoint-
ment of Doug McAvoy as
the next general
secretary.

This actually proved to
be the stumbling block
even from regions where
the executive could have
previously counted on sup-
port. In the event, an
carried
calling for a special con-
ference.

This conference will be
about the restructuring, but
in reality it will also be
about the real nature of the
union. It will be about the
direction the union takes
and the programme it
stands on. It will be about
whether the union is allow-
ed to decline into a profes-
sional  association, or
whether it develops into a
fighting and democratic
union capable of protecting
its members in the face of
vicious Tory laws.

If the left campaigns with
vigour and determination it
may be able to tip the
balance.

By Linda Taaffe,
Hackney NUT,
personal capacity.

Ly

agreed that for the strike to
be won, an appeal must
immediately be made to all
the British seafarers, as well
as the Belgian and French
crews, for solidarity action.
A national rank and file
conference should be called
to organise this action.

The strikers also app-
lauded the record of Liver-
pool city council and listen-
ed to the lessons drawn out
by Tony Mulhearn,
especially regarding the role
of the courts. At the end of
the meeting, £35 was raised
for the fighting fund, made
up of the £1 coins of
seamen.

The meeting can best be
described by the comment
of one of the strikers who
said quite simply, ‘‘fantas-
tic”’.

P&O strikers on the Dover picket line.

Engineers—no merger at

the expense of democracy

SINGLE-UNION deals and a possi-
ble merger with the electricians’
union, the EETPU are among the
main items on the agenda for the 70th
Amalgamated Engineering Union
(AEU) national committee, effective-
ly the union’s conference, starting
next week.

Even before the impact of reces-
sion, the plight of manufacturing in-
dustry in Britain is reflected in the
processes taking place in the
AEU.

The right-wing leaders of the AEU
have said nothing so far on their
meetings with EETPU leadgr Ham-
mond concerning the merger. Accor-
ding to reports, all will be dealt with in
president Bill Jordan's opening add-
ress.

Single-union deals, particularly the
lessons of Nissan and Ford, will
receive the attention of sharp discus-
sion. Also, demands for this year’s
wages and conditions necgotiations
with the Engineering Employers’
Federation (EEF), will also need to
be formulated.

A membership ballot is likely on
the merger, with Laird and Jordan
arguing in favour and prepared to
accept the majority of the present
constitution of the EETPU, including
the appointment of full-time officials,
disbanding of the AEU’s district com-
mittees and removal of the traditional
democratic structures.

Clarity and consistency in arguing
the case of the left is essential. The
merger will be welcomed on the basis
of strengthening the hand of workers
on the shopfloor and democratising
the EETPU. However, faced with a
ballot question asking for a straigh-
tforward ‘yes’ or ‘no’, having accepted

the terms of Hammond and company,
the left must campaign vehemently
against any merger. The campaign
should be used to build the national
and regional structure of the broad

‘left with a programme to defend the

members.

The issue of single-union deals must
also be clarified. Obviously, if
workers in one establishment all
belong to the same union it streng-
thens their position. But if the cost of
this theoretical possibility of unity is
the present position at Nissan, with a
very ambiguous agreement and less
than 10 per cent membership, then all
it will mean is increased exploita-
tion.

White piece of paper

The outcome of deals such as these
is vital to workers all around the
country. They are used to weaken the
position of organised trade unionism,
driving down the wages and condi-
tions of workers. :

Our union’s position must be for
unity if negotiating rights are
favourable, but not at any cost.
Defence of present members of the
union who have jobs is a higher
priority than chasing a few hundred
jobs elsewhere and giving the emp-
loyer a white piece of paper on which
to write an agreement. This would
have been the position at Dundee.

The next 12 months will pose the

- question of defending members far

more sharply than the last. Fhe right-

wing leaderships of both wunions

believe that only with poorer wages

and conditions can British manufac-

turing industry become competitive in

the world markets. What will be the
-

development of this line of thought
when the impact of recession is
felt?

Last year, Jordan was prepared to
sell everything for a one and a half
hour reduction in the working week,
even though productivity levels would
have had to be maintained! No doubt
this year will see similar attempts.

There is an urgent need for activists
to campaign in their areas for democ-
ratic broad lefts, linked to the national
structure. Only b) explaining the is-
sues to members, especially the
youth, can the interests of AEU
members be defended against the
vicious attacks which result from the
recession now looming over the
British and werld economy.

*Reject merger with the EETPU if
any of the democratic structures of the
AEU are threatened.

*Reject no-strike agreements.
*Reject single-union deals agreed at
any cost.

*Defend the right to organise.
*Defend democracy in the AEU.
*For a 35 hour week with no strings
attached.

“1ejoUIS 9ARQ :010Ug

By John Killen,
EC 3 broad left,

personal capacity.

AEU ENGINEERING GAZETTE
EC number 2 broad left rally.

Saturday 23 April, 11am, Lon-
don Road Labour Club, Preston.

Speakers include John Tocher
and Len Brindle (broad left can-
didate, EC 2 election).
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CPSA elections-

organise for Broad Left victory

BALLOTING HAS started in the
CPSA elections for the national ex-
ecutive and section executive commit-
tees. Up to 5 May, voting will be
taking place in the most important
elections in the union’s history.
The Ta

They THEnd {6 5Bofish nationsl p pay
rates and bargaining, to slash jobs,
introduce casualisation and privatisa-
tion and bnng in YTS schemes.
Jfo these plans we have
scen the Tory offensive take the form
of poll tax, cuts in benefits and tax
cuts for the rich at the expense of the
health sérvice.

The record of the present Broad
Left national executive has been outs-

tanding. They have stood between the

Tories and their objectives. Over the
course of the past year, the Tories
have not achieved a single one of their
aims. They intended to introduce
30,000 YTS trainees this year but this
figure has been reduced to 121. This
represents an important  victory.
Regional pay has not yet been int-
roduced, despite their plans.

The Tories and their friends in the
media are undoubtedly hoping that
their choice, the ‘moderates’, will be
elected. The ‘moderates’ and the
broad left 84 group are on record as
being prepared to accept the introduc-
tion of YTS.

The media have launched the
‘moderates’ election campaign in the
London Evening Standard and The
Times. The latter implored the
members to ““Vote against Militant” in
its editorial of 12 April.

Department of Employment members on strike recently.

overnment S aims for tbe .
; cF > 28 4*4' T

The Broad Left national executive
has a proud record in defending
members from the Tories’ plans. Over
the past year, work has been done
around the questions of racism,
womens’ rights and discrimination.on
the grounds of sexual orientation.

- The Broad Left executive only gave

full-time officers the same pay inc-
rease as the members got last year,
£5.75p. The car and credit card of
general secretary, John Ellis were
removed. Why should officers get
these perks when they are already on
£28.,000 per year?

Campaigns have been organised on
South Africa and the NHS, including,
respectively an eight page campaign
newsletter and a_four page bulletin.

‘Consultation with and information
to the members has never been better.
Union communications have been im-
proved with the production of a
bulletin explaining clearly the implica-
tions of merit pay, regional pay, YTS
and the other attacks. In addition,
NEC News has been launched.

Savings on full-time officers’ perks
have made more funds available. The
executive has turned round a pro-
jected £1 million deficit to a £250,000
surplus. Funds have been re-directed
to the benefit of members.

Backing has been given to members
in struggle. Full support has been
given to members involved in a whole
range of disputes, particularly the
London Department of Employment
strike, strikes at DHSS offices, the str-
ike over YTS at Sheffield and others.
“~All this has been achieved despite
attempts to block progress by the

§ (54) Amanda Lane

FOR A STRONG UNION

TO PROTECT YOUR
INTERESTS VOTE FOR
THE BROAD LEFT
CANDIDATES BELOW

President Doreen Purvis (4)
Vice Presidents (2) Chris Baugh (3)
2 Phil Green (6)
National Executive Committee
(3) Rod Bacon (56) Pat Lavery
(5) Chris Baugh (62) John McLoughlin
(14) Dawn Castle (65) Gavin Martin
(17) Tony Church (70) Alistair Nicolson
(24) Simon Dennison  (71) Lanry O'Callaghan
(32) Phil Green (73) Charlie Parker
(39) Val Higgins (74) Sheila Pevely
(40) Margot Hill (75) Paul Phillips
(42) Steve lon (76) Doreen Purvis
(44) Phil James (84) Mark Serwotka

(46) Martyn Jenkins
(48) Rob Johnson

(91) Giona Tanner
(92) Tom Taylor
(99) Danny Williamson

general secretary and the president.

Broad Left activists will be organis-
ing meetings throughout every region.
Leafletting of workplaces will take
place to counter the hysterical pro-
paganda of the media.

We urge every activist to maximise
the number of balloting meetings in
their branches because we’re confi-
dent that members will see through
the smear campaign and vote Broad
Left when they hear the truth.

By Doreen Purvis, Broad Left

Knowsley council strike

llejpulS aAe(Q :010Yd

KNOWSLEY COUNCIL’S joint shop stewards
committee has decided unanimously to call a half
day strike of all local authority workers on
Wednesday 27 April if the council does not drop
its plans for major job losses. A lobby of the
council meeting in Huyton council building will

follow at 7pm.

The council’s planned
job cuts were first revealed
in a letter circulated to the
trade unions on 21 March.

The ‘competitive tender-
ing sub-committee’, estab-
lished on the advice of
management consultants,
Coopers and  Lybrand,
decided on that day that
considerable job losses

By a Knowsley
correspondent

were required this financial
year and that compulsory
redeployment and compul-
sory redundancies ought to
be used if necessary.
The letter to the trade
unions mentions a possible
loss of 1500 jobs under

competitive tendering. The
council’s long-standing ‘no
compulsory redundancy
policy was re-affirmed as
late as the last Labour
group meeting but it seems
that that decision is going
to be ignored.

Letters have also gone
out to individual employees
in some sections, without
any consultation with the
union, outlining the redun-
dancy entitlement of work-
ers with various lengths of
service and advising them
how to apply.

All of the local authority
unions were represented at
Friday’s 50 strong meeting,

at which a representative of
Knowsley Campaign Gro-
up gave full support.

Right-wing  candidates
for the local elections are
being imposed both in
Knowsley North and in
Halewood in Knowsley
South constituency. Discip-
linary hearings are still go-
ing on against left activists
in Knowsley North. It is
clear that witch-hunts and
the carrying out of Tory
policies go hand in glove.
Local authority workers
must join the Labour Party
and insist on a socialist
defence of jobs and ser-
vices.

4Industrial reports)

News in Brief

on 01-533 3311

What's happening in your workplace?
Phone in your reports to
the Industrial Editor

before 5pm on Monday.

Newcastle Central Office

“WE MAY have received a
jolt in the elections last
month but nobody should
make the mistake of think-
ing we are finished. We will
be back and next time we
will be ten times stronger
than we were. We represent
the voice of the rank and file
members and our ideas re-
present the future of CPSA
workers and workers as a
whole in Britain.

““I look forward with con-
fidence to the election of
Militant supporters in this
years’ NEC elections and to
the election of Militant sup-

porters in Central Office at
the 1989 AGM.”

These were the defiant
words of Terry Martin, un-
til recently branch secretary
of Newcastle Central Office
CPSA, at a Newcastle Mili-
tant public meeting add-
ressed by deputy general
secretary of the CPSA,
John Macreadie, a few days
ago. The audience of 60,
mainly civil servants, heard
John outline the case for a
Broad Left leadership of the
union.

By a CPSA Militant

supporter

Strikers back Broad Left

OVER THE past year,
many CPSA members have
been forced to take indust-
rial action. Here, two str-
ikers say what they learnt
and why they’ll be suppor-
ting the Broad Left candid-
ates in the union elections.
“The dispute at MSC
head office owed its streng-
th to local Broad Left or-
ganisation. BL84 and the
‘moderates’ showed they
were barren of policies and
ideas. Broad Left were per-
pared to make a stand on
the important issues. That’s
why T'll be voting for the
Broad Left candidates.”
Andy Duncan, Sheffield

YTS dispute.

“I came out because I'm
against statistics being used
to divide black from white
workers. If it wasn’t for the
campaign led by Broad Left
supporters in London, 1
don’t think there would
have been any action tak-
en. I don't want leaders
who pay lip service to the
campaign against racism.
I'll be voting for the Broad
Left who have demonstrat-
ed a serious commitment to
oppose racism in practice.”

Maeve Connellan, ethnic

monitoring dispute.

Jaguar, Coventry

JAGUAR MANAGEMENT
in Coventry are once more
drawing up the battle lines,
Before Easter, workers
threatened to strike if a
speed-up of the track was
imposed. Management.said
that the productivity was
too low in relation to that of
main rivals Mercedes. They
also claimed that they had
been badly hit by the falling
dollar and wanted an extra
92 cars a week.

They backed off in the
face of strike threats but

now seem determined to
have another go. According
to the assistant managing
director, ‘“We simply can-
not aford to feed the mouths
of all our employees at the
existing levels of produc-
tivity”’.

The chairman of the
workers’ joint shop stew-
ards committee now says
that members are being
prepared for possible strike
action.

By Don Stubbins
AEU member

TGWU, Dundee

A PRESS attempt to hum-
iliate Ron Todd, leader of
the Transport and General
Workers Union (TGWU),
on his recent visit to Dun-
dee backfired in a big way.
Todd was in the city to ex-
plain his union’s position
on single-union deals in
light of the press propagan-
da over Ford’s decision not
to site a new factory here.

The local press warned
that he wouldn’t be able to
get off the train, such was
the anger felt towards him
locally. After all, the
TGWU was opposed to sin-
gle-union deals and that
was the reason Ford gave
for pulling out.

In the event, a small
group of aging Tories were
there to boo him as he got
off the train, a sharp cont-
rast to the 100 or so trade
unionists who met him out-
side the hall where he was

speaking. One banner,
from the 7/282 branch of
the, union read: ‘‘Ford to
blame-no secret deals”.

Ron Todd addressed a
meeting of 200 shop stew-
ards from the Dundee area.
He explained that the pro-
posed deal with the Amal-
gamated Engineering Un-
ion (AEU) and Ford would
have meant wages 50 per
cent less than the national
Ford minimum being paid,
the undermining of the
Blue Book agreement and
the threatening of workers’
jobs at other Ford plants.

The meeting not only
backed him unanimously,
with calls for action to be
taken against the AEU
leaders, but gave him a
standing ovation,

By Chris Wallace,
chairman TGWU 7/282

branch, personal capacity
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Dover strikers demand

National

THE P&O strike at
Dover goes on. If the
strike is to be won Sam
McCluskie and the NUS
leaders must call a na-
tional strike. Seafarers
throughout the country
recognise that the future
of their industry, and of
their union is at stake,

By a Militant reporter

All the initiatives are be-
ing taken by the rank and
file  strikers-they  are
leading the strike from
below. They have been
raising the cash to fund the
strike, organising support
groups and have now
drawn up a petition deman-
ding that the local NUS
lcaders call a national strikc
from thc L

TR
Unfortunatelv thc only
left member of the union’s
Dover port committee, a
Communist Party member,
is advocating that the strike
should be kept local, not

¢ e l;. MG : .

inside

See page 13

Seafarers’ 1966 strike—'

CPSA elections—page 15

THE SEAMEN of this country have got to stand up and be
counted. P&0 have now stated that they are prepared to
stay out until next January If necessary.

This dispute has all the similarities of the miners’ strike
except one major factor, the strike is not yet national. We

are not only fighting P&0, we are fighting the Tory
government because P&0 are a major part of the Tory

party.

We call on all seamen all over the country to open your

eyes and look at what this govemment is doing.
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| yreak the law but the facts are we
cannot win by upholding the law because the Torles

change it at their own convenience.
if it means sacrificing our union assets, then so be it.
We must have an all out strike now.

By Carle O’Hare, striking P&0O worker.

involving Sealink and the
wider industry.

This dispute is like Wap-
ping revisited: all the les-
sons of previous struggles
demand that the strike is
widened with an appeal to
the rest of the labour and
trade union movement for
support.

If the demand for a na-

P&0O have given a £100,000 handout to the Tories as
sacked Dover seafarers are fighting for the right to work

and safety at sea.

The NUS called it an ‘insult’ and a spokesman for the
union’'s Dover port committee said it was “scandalous that
the company have given the Tories £100,000 when they
won't take £100 off a £6 million package that will cost us

400 jobs.”

On top of this the company has awarded its chairman,
Sir Jeffrey Sterling, with a £20,000 pay increase.

tional strike is not met then
the rank and file must make
it a reality themselves.
Speakers need to be sent to
cvery port to raise funds
and help build support for a
national strike.

If, in two weeks, the

union’s national leaders
still fail to make this call,
then all eyes will be on the
national conference in Hull
on 15 May.

As one striking seaman
said: “We need a national
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strike. We've got to or-
ganise to put pressure on
the delegates to make that
call. We've already discuss-
ed holding a lobby and a
meeting in Hull-everyone
must be there.”

£35,000 is needed

* Union must pay £15 a week strike pay.

* Call on Sealink workers in Dover and Folkes-
tone to come out now in solidarity.

P&0O strikers in Dover: Appeal to all trade
unionists. Mass picket, Eastern Docks, Dover,

from 9am Sat 16 April.
== B e Q\ - a

Dover P&0O strikers lobby NUS executive.

Press
smear

CPSA

Broad
Left

WITH THE CPSA ex-
ecutive elections barely
hours old, the right-wing
press barons have begun
what is clearly going to be a
massive smear campaign.

In what amounts to an
instruction to members of

the wunion The Times
editorial of 12 April
demands:

‘““Vote against Militant™.
What better recommenda-
tion could there be to vote
for the Broad Left can-
didates than this, coming
from the mouthpiece of

» | Rupert Murdoch who sack-

 vole apamst the right
wing/Broad Left 84 al-
liance. By your friends shall
you be known.

Over the last year the
Broad Left executive of the
CPSA has blocked the way
of a Tory government intent
on attacking civil servants’
jobs and conditions. That is
why their kept press is on
the attack.

They want a tame leader-
ship in the union that will
collaborate fully with cuts
in jobs and living stan-
dards. This year, Broad
Left 84 candidates appear
on the so-called ‘moderate’
slate. All right-wing forces
are uniting together against
the Broad Left leader-
ship.

This fusion and the media
assault will act as a spur to
all activists to work even
harder “for a Broad Left
victory in these elections.

Target 1 May £50,000 Raised this week £3968

NIGEL LAWSON'S billionaires’
budget meant that the likes of
Burton Group boss, Sir Roger
Halpern, creamed off an extra
£5,000 a week in tax cuts. It's a
safe bet to assume that the main
beneficiarles of the budget won't
be contributing to Militant!

Militant fights for an end to the
Torles rotten profit system. But
we need your support to do that.
We have to raise another
£35,000 in 3 weeks! We appeal
to all our readers to donate at
least a day's pay to help our
fund-raising campalgn. Give us a
cash donation to step up the
fight against the Torles!

This week Alistair Fraser, Bris-
tol MSF, sent us £150. Paul
Davis, Portsmouth NALGO,
donated £50. Two Merseyside
supporters, one from W.Derby

and the other from Mmloy Hill,
both gave £50. Having made

your own donation, why not take
a Militant appeal sheet round
your workplace and ask your
workmates to donate?

Militant is organising a special
sales drive from the 21st —28th
April. Use the appeal sheets and
collecting tins on the streets and
the estates. As a minimum,
everyone who buys the paper
should be asked to donate the

. solidarity price of £1.

On the Intervening weekend
follow the sales drive with a
Militant social. A quiz-night In
Garston raised £28.98 while a
‘Master Trot '88 quiz In Port-
smouth netted £11.50.

Thanks to all this week's cont-
ributors, Including; Militant sup-
porters In Pollok who raised

Area Received % of target achieved Target
1 [South East 1011 1570
2 | South West 618 1270
3 | East Midlands 1005 2530
4 | London 2601 7080
5 | Eastern 770 2260
6 | Manchester/Lancs 902 2890
7 | Northern 912 3270
8 | Yorkshire 1470 5950
9 | Scotland West 592 2520
10 | Southern 419 2020
11 | Merseyside 950 5000
12 | Scotland East 336 2150
13 | West Midlands 618 gg?g
14 | Wales 478

15 | National 2004 4000 |
[Total IR T Y T

£51.30 selling pontoon tickets;
Ken Jackson, Leicester NUT £10;
Mick Griffiths and Adrien
0’'Malley, COHSE members from
Wakefield who gave a tenner

each; Militant supporters in
Peckham who raised £20 selling
samies on the coach to YTURC
conference; Ray Hickman, Port-
smouth CPSA £5.




