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CPSA

' = e
leader
writes
to TUC

the N.U.S. is threatened
by the P&0O management
and the move to sequest-
rate the unions’ funds.

The N.U.S. must win
this dispute. P&0 are

receiving the backing of |
employers and the Con- i

' servative government.
The N.U.S. must receive

the full support of the

. Trade Union movement.
The General Council -

should be convening a

, meeting of all unions
with members working ‘

at ports to discuss and

: : co-ordinate action in sup-
y _ port of seamen. :

: urge

: an mmediate
' = recall of the General »
N THE SLOW handclapp- - Council ™ ]

r— - to the Jubilee Way

bridge over the port,
police car behind and

police escort in front,

'k "..‘-’\ ‘_,. .
scab™. :

*“ As the coach pulls up
the pickets yell “off, off™.
A member of the Port
Committee gets on to ap-
peal to the strike breakers.

One or two climb off
with him cvery time, and
rejoin their fellow trade un-
ionists on strike. They are
in tears. The strikers emb-
race them. There are no re-
criminations, they are wel-
comed back to the struggle.

One of those who rejoin-
ed the strike said: “1 was
prepared to face P&O
management. But I was not
prepared to cross the picket
line and face you lads, my
mates,”’

The determination of
these Dover strikers will
not be broken by any High
Court judge. They are the
union, not the buildings
and the bank accounts.

But the ferry bosses, the
Tories and the courts are
out to break the National
Union of Seamen.

The strikers at Dover are
demanding full backing in
action from the TUC, Add-
ressing the mass picket at
Dover on 4 May Terry
Ficlds MP called on the
TUC to organise a 24 hour
general strike as an.im-
mediate response to this
attack on fundamental
trade union rights.

Speaking with him, NUS
general secretary, Sam Mc-
Cluskie, called for strike
action by all the deep sea
membership.

Michael Meacher pro-
mised the pickets that the
first legislation a new
Labour government would
repeal would be the laws
against secondary picket-
ing.

Militant supporter and
TUE General Council
member, John Macreadie,
has written to Norman Wil-
lis demanding an immed-
iate recall General Council
meeting. The TUC must be
pressed to call a one day
general strike.

If the sequestration of
the NUS funds goes unans-
wered, effective trade un-
ionism for all workers is in
jeopardy. Solidarity, acting
in support of fellow work-
ers, is the most basic prin-
ciple of the trade union
movement. The TUC must
not allow it to be taken
away by Tory employers
and Tory courts.

* For a national NUS
strike, including all the
deep sea fleet.

* For full solidarity action
by dockers and customs
and excise workers.
Close every British port.
* For an immediate recall
TUC General Council
meeting to organise sup-
port for the NUS.

* For a 24 hour general
strike in defence of the
NUS and basic trade
union rights.

* For Labour to give a
firm commitment to
repeal all the Tory anti-
union laws.

From Eric Segal in Dover
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MALBIMALLN'Y

sght weeks s £30.078
Two outstanding anony-
mous donations, one of
£1,000 and the other of
£250 have brought iIn
£8724 in the last week,
including £1530 from
Merseyside.

We appeal to all
readers to keep giving
your support and help to
meet our target for the
next eight weeks.
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Defend uknion rights

WITH THE sequestration of the assets of the
National Union of Seamen, the ruling class has
thrown down a gauntlet to the trade union move-
ment.

The dispute provoked by P&O is no longer just
about jobs and seafarers’ conditions. With the
enthusiastic backing of the Tories and the gutter
press, the company are out to break the NUS, and
score a major victory over union rights and solidarity
action in particular.

The Tories still have to reluctantly . tolerate trade
unions in their midst. But they are out to restrict
workers’ action to individual workplaces. Solidarity,
the most fundamental principle of trade unionism, is
completely outlawed according to the Tories and
their courts.

What about the ‘solidarity’ of P&O, Sealink and
the Tories against workers’ rights and conditions?
Sealink is just waiting for the result of the P&O
dispute before introducing the same inhuman work-
ing conditions. s

P&O have derecognised the union, pulled out of
the maritime agreement and advertised for scab
labour to take union members’ jobs. They are
following the path already trodden by Murdoch at
Wapping. The TV technicians now face the same
threat. Thatcher encouraged the TV bosses to
challenge what she described as the last bastion of
union abuse.

P&O boss, Jeffrey Sterling, is particularly close to
the Thatcher government under which he was
knighted. He is an advisor to the Department of
Transport. And Thatcher herself took a close
interest in the private bill allowing P&O to expand
its Felixstowe container port last year.

The cold brutality of Justice Michael Davies’
judgement against the NUS shows the bosses’
determination. He said the union had ‘“‘only
themselves to blame” for a “flagrant and repeated
grave contempt. It has been a deliberate attempt at
suicide.” But how else could the union defend itself
against ruthless management?

The NUS had no alternative but to call a national

strike. Now they have the right to expe the same |

backing and commitment from the TUC that tk
ruling class is extending to P&O.

The Dover workers had been fighting for their
union’s future for 14 weeks by themselves. In fact it
was the lack of any clear national direction earlier in

the dispute that led to many of those who have

signed the ‘yellow forms’, to accept P&O’s pro-
posals, giving up.

One of them explained why he has now rejoined
the strike: “It was because I found out what was
happening here and that other people were coming
out in other ports and from Sealink. If we had had
that support before, I don’t know if that plane would
have gone to Rotterdam.”

Hesitation by the union leaders encouraged agg-
ression by the ferry bosses. When the courts found
against the union earlier, in the battle against the
Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, the leadership
should have called on the members to stay out and
defy the law. P&O would then have thought twice
about taking on the union.

Now the national strike is on, the rest of the trade
union movement must organise the widest solidarity
action, starting with dockers and customs and excise
workers. This would be the basis to ensure the
backing of workers in European ports.

Very quickly every port throughout Britain and
Europe could be tied up, with all traffic and freight
stopped.

In Britain seafarers will be looking to the con-
ference of the CPSA (which organises customs
workers), beginning on 9.-May.

But still more they will expect the new left
executive of the TGWU to show it means business
by calling on its members not to tie up any ferry in
Britain. This would give enormous confidence to the
NUS strikers.

If the courts then dare to threaten TGWU or
CPSA funds,. call their bluff. The workers’ move-
ment as a whole would have to meet that challenge
head on.

But the TUC must act now. The funds of the
NUS, built up by the sacrifice of thousands of
seafarers, have been seized. This cannot go unans-
wered.

The TUC general council must be urgently
recalled with the instruction to organise a 24 hour
general strike to defend the P&O strikers, the NUS
and the right to effective trade union organisation
for workers throughout the country.
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THE ASSASSINATION
by the Provisional IRA of
three young off-duty
British servicemen in
Holland gives another
bloody twist to the spiral
of terror and counter-
terror arising from the
Northern Ireland conf-
lict.

By Lynn Walsh

How can such attacks,
which arouse revulsion and
anger amongst workers in
Ireland and Britain, ad-
vance the interests of peo-
ple in Northern Ireland?

Last Sunday’s killings
underline the bankruptcy
of the IRA’s strategy. It is

true, as the IRA claims, -

that the crisis in Northern
Ireland is the legacy of
many decades of exploita-
tion and oppression by
British capitalism. But their
solution is entirely false.
Terrorist attacks, carried
out by a tiny clandestine
minority, will never muster

the forcées required to
defeat the British state. On
the contrary, the methods
of individual terrorism,
based on reactionary na-
tionalist ideas, reinforce
sectarian divisions.

Every series of attacks,
with its inevitable cycle of
counter-attacks, sets back
the task of building class
unity and of organising
mass action around socialist
policies—the only way out of
the quagmire created by
British capitalism.

The Provisionals may

' claim that the deaths in

Holland are ‘vengeance’ for
the deaths in Gibraltar. But
does this brings them an
inch nearer to victory?
The British state is re-
signed indefinitely to a bit-

IRA’s bankrupt
strategy

ter war of attrition to con-
tain IRA military units. But
the IRA’s indiscriminate
bombings and gun attacks
on ‘soft targets’, reinforce
the climate of opinion
which allows the_ state to
strengthen its arsenal of
repressive measures.

Threat

‘Propaganda by deed,’ is
how anarchists once jus-
tified individual terrorism.
But these killings could not
be worse timed from a pro-
pagandist point of view.

Thames Television’s
documentary and That-
cher’s unsuccessful attempt
to stop its broadcast focuss-
ed attention on the govern-
ment’s actions in Gibraltar.

Their legal cover for the
SAS shoot-to-kill operation
was falling apart.

After Holland, the Tor-
ies will argue there is no
further need to explain
what happened in Gibral-
tar. If the Tories are allow-
ed to get away with this,
systematic use of shoot-to-
kill as a routine counter-
terrorist measure will be a
step nearer.

Let us be clear, this poses
a threat to the labour
movement. Thatcher’s at-
tack on “‘the enemy within”
during the miners’ strike,
deliberately linked the min-
ers, trade unionists fighting
for workers’ jobs and righ-
ts, with terrorism.

‘Extraordinary’, ‘tem-
porary’ measures directed
against the IRA today will
be aimed at a militant lab-
our movement tomorrow.
Implacable opposition to
the methods of the IRA
must go hand in hand with
implacable opposition to
state repression.

Gibraltar shootings

Executions on the street

THE AUTHORISED ver-
sion of the Gibraltar shoot-
ings in March has been
shattered. Thames Tele-
vision’s This Week docum-
entary, Death on the Rock

would not have come to
light on the killing of three

IRA members by the SAS
(Special Air Service).

By Lynn Walsh

The Independent Broad-
casting Authority refused
foreign secretary Howe’'s
personal request to ‘‘post-
pone’” the programme,
which showed that the SAS
had deliberately executed
unarmed IRA suspects.

Howe told parliament (7
March) that the three IRA
members had been chall-
enged, and ‘‘made move-
ments’’ which led military
personnel to conclude their
lives were threatened. ““In
the light of this response,’
he claimed, ‘‘they were shot
dead.”

This Week’s five eye-
witnesses contradicted this.
A woman who saw the
events from her flat said
three SAS men sped up in a
police car and opened fire
on Mairead Farrell and
Daniel McCann, without
any challenge.

‘“When they (the sus-
pects-LW) saw these men
had guns, they just put their
hands up....like —giving
themselves up.’’ When they
were on the ground one
gunman ‘‘went on shooting
at them.”

Another witness des-
cribed how an SAS man ran
after the third IRA man,
Sean Savage, and shot him
repeatedly in the back.

With Spanish police, they
had been tailing them for
weeks. The police knew of
IRA plans to set up a bomb,
but allowed them, under
observation, to re-enter
Gibraltar.

Were the security forces
incapable of arresting the
three or four members of

B e LAy

the unit they had under
close surveillance? Hardly.
Evidence points to a deli-
berate shoot-to-kill policy.
George Styles, a former
Bomb Squad commander
and now a security consul-
tant told This Week: “‘I look
on it as two active units
waging war and, thank
goodness, our side won.”’
Even more chilling was
the comment to the Daily
Telegraph from an anony-
mous ‘source close to Min-
istry of Defence Central
Staff”, |
‘““As a result of earlier
experience in Northern Ire-
land when efforts to capture
terrorists resulted in SAS
casualties, the regiment will
not now mount operations
which result in half meas-
ures.”” SAS ‘“‘commitment”’
to ““total success’.... “is the
ultimate deterrent in coun-
ter-terrorist operations.”
In other words, a govern-
ment decision to deploy
these licensed assassins
means a decision to carry
out executions on the
streets.

SAS.inafﬂmfotthemtion squad. Their role in t
shootings has been exposed.

Northern Ireland Secre-
tary Tom King claimed the
operation averted the death
of up to 200 people in Gib-
raltar, The Tories naturally
play on horror at IRA
shootings and bombings.

Press poison

But a massive bomb blast
was almost certainly not an
immediate danger. A photo
of the IRA unit’s car some
time before the shootings
convinced Thames’ expert
witness, George Styles, that
it was not weighed down
with a huge bomb. In fact,
the bomb was later found 50
miles away. The IRA may
have been on a reconnais-
sance run.

Styles dismissed as almost
impossible the idea that the
IRA could trigger off a car
bomb one-and-a-half miles
away, with no line-of-sight,
by remote control.

If the forces really be-
lieved there was a massive
bomb in the car, why did
they not clear the narrow,
crowded streets around it

he Gilbraltar

until an hour or more after
the shootings?

After Thatcher denounc-
ed the programme as “‘trial
by television’’, her Tory
press friends started a trial
by muck-raking, with
‘shock, horror’ allegations
about some of the eye-wit-
nesses. Even if true, which
is far from proven, they
would not in themselves
refute their accounts.

The Tories say the prog-
ramme prejudiced the
rights of individuals who
may give evidence. This
presumably refers to the
SAS men, if the government
even allows them to appear.

But these members of the
security services were pre-
sumably acting on orders.

Thatcher ‘has clearly
licensed the security forces
to operate beyond the strict
limits of the law. Together
with attacks on the press,
she is using the ‘rule of law’
and ‘rights of individuals’
as a screen to stop govern-
ment actions being exam-
ined.




NUS—the fight is on

JIMMY AND Ruby Haddow
spoke to Chip James, a P&O
seaman who is co-treasurer of
the Thanet NUS support
group.

“Except for the fact that the
three days on, three days off in
the previous offer has been
changed to 24 hours on, 24 hours
off, the new contract is exactly
the same.

Hours

They may have altered the wor-
ding, but the content is the same.
In some respects, the new cont-
ract is worse than the old one. For
instance the hours of both the
Zeebrugge and Boulogne routes
have actually been increased.

What started out as a strike
against the work conditions of
P&O workers is now in defence
of our trade union. P&O have
come out in their true col-
ours.

The call made by the CPSA’s
John Macreadie and Arthur Scar-
gill should be acted on. That was
for a day of action, consisting of a
24 hour general strike. I'd like to
see the Labour leadership, Neil

Kinnock and Hattersley especial-
ly, come down to the picket lines
and show their solidarity.

I would also like to give a
personal thank you to Tony
Benn, Eric Heffer, Dennis Skin-
ner and Pat Wall for their support
on the picket line.

The money is pouring in help-
ing our support group. But what
we need is not only money, but

also messages of support as a
morale-booster to the seafarers
and their families.

Families

Dawn, my wife, is 100 per cent
behind the strike, as with the
majority of families of seafarers.
In fact, when one of the seamen
was conned by P&O management

into going back to work, his wife
was so hostile to him that she was
going to throw him out. We hope
he will be standing with us again
on the picket line.”

Messages of support and dona-
tions should be sent to the Thanet
NUS support group, c/o the
Labour Hall, 147 High St., Ram-
sgate, Kent.

of £2.8 million.

P&O’'S SCAB ship the
Pride of Bruges is
dangerously unsafe, accor-
ding to BBC2’s Brass Tacks
programme.

The giant firm’s thirst for
profit has already cost 193
lives in the Herald of Free
Enterprise. disaster. But it
has carried right on cutting
costs and crews—dicing
with workers’ and passen-
gers’ deaths to increase its
income.

The Pride of Bruges used
to be known as the Pride of
Free Enterprise. It was
sister ship to the ill-fated
Herald of Free Enterprise.
The company seems to feel
that free enterprise is no
longer associated with safe-
ty in the public mind and
have changed the ship’s
name.

But P&O haven’t chang-
ed the indicator lights that
tell officers if the main
doors are closed, even
though they were described
as ‘‘notoriously unsafe’ at
the Herald enquiry!

Only a few months after
the Herald of Free Enterp-
rise capsized,; P&O’s addic-
tion to profit drove it to
gamble with safety again.
Brass Tacks reported that
the Pride sailed underman-
ned, without enough crew
“to provide a full back-up
fire-fighting team.

If these allegations are
true, they prove conclusive-
ly that the lives of
passengers and crews are
small change to wealthy
monopolies like P&O.

* P&O is ranked 57 in Europe’s top
500 companies. It has a market

with safety

* THE NATIONAL Union of Seamen
has 20,000 members and had assets

Lives have been en-
dangered again and again
in the drive for bigger pro-
fits:

One ship’s officer told

. Brass Tacks that the com-

pany is trying to maximise
profits and has the wrong
balance between making
money and safety on board.
Two others sent a memo to
the company saying that
safety of life at sea was
being compromised by the
long hours they are being
forced to work.

De-manning

One of P&O’s demands
is that manning levels be
cut from 3.6 crews per ship
to three. They want longer
hours and shorter leave for
their workers. It will mean
officers working up to 16
hours a day, 7 days a week
when on duty.

Brass Tacks completely
bore out ferry workers'
claims that they are striking
for safety at sea.

It’s not just the name of
free enterprise that should
be eliminated from the fer-
rises but its practice as well.
The irresponsible shipping
monopolies should be na-
tionalised under workers’
control and management.
Safety at sca can only be
guaranteed by the elimina-
tion of the profit motive
from shipping.

By Tony Cross

A CHAIN saw was used by persons
unknown to cut the mooring ropes of the

Isle of Man Steam Packet Company
baa..l'"h

P&O back Tories | Gangster tactics

Speculation is that it ‘will be used by
scab crewed ships, which run between
Heysham and Belfast. The scab crews
have been recruited in Holland.

i the DTI take s action they will
comsider taking out a private prosecution
against those responsible, so serious was
the breaking of DTI safety regula-

By T Harrison

TONY BENN, ERIC HEFFER and LPYS chair Paula Hanford addressed a meeting of 300 in
Deal on 28 April, in support of the striking P&0O workers. That afternoon they had
visited the pickets. Benn and Heffer had been handing out leaflets to port traf-
fic.

Pat Wall MP had addressed the pickets at Dover’s Eastern Docks on the morning of
Thursday 28 April. He called for wider solidarity action by the whole labour and trade
union movement. Many pickets said he was “bloody marvellous.”

International solidarity

FIFTY BELGIAN secafarers celebrated
May Day the way it should be celeb-
rated-by showing international solidari-
ty.

After the May Day march in Ostend,
they went to Zeebrugge and set up a
picket in support of the British ferry
workers. Later their union told them
to call the picket off, for now at
least.

But this is an indication of the interna-
tional support British seafarers will be
able to call on. Belgian trade unionists
report dockers are ready to take sym-
pathy action, but expect all British ferry
workers to be on strike before they are
called on to take action.

By a Belgian correspondent

v - b b A A LA LB E an Ll B hAedl

Ja|| threat

LIVERPOOL NUS branch of-
ficials could face jail for carry-
ing on the dispute. Writs have
been issued against them by
the Isle of Man Steam Packet
Company (IMSPC), who tried
to impose a P&0O type deal in
January.

Those named are Jack
Kinaghan, Tony Santamara
and Kenny Usher. They are
supposed to prevent any fur-
ther spread of the dispute and
actively instruct IMSPC emp-
loyees taking action to return

to work.

Kenny Usher told Militant:
“Quite frankly, that has not
been done and | am going to
be too busy today so | won't be
able to get to court.”

Latest reports indicate that
the IMSPC agreed in the High
Court not to act on the writ
immediately.

By Terry Harrison

North West

THE PACIFIC Teal and the
Pacific Trader, who have berth-
ed at Barrow-in-Furness, are
the first crews in the North-
west to respond to the NUS's
strike call to the deep sea
fleet.

After meeting a deputation
from the Liverpool branch dis-
putes committee, they have
decided to come out on in-
definite strike. The Pacific Teal
carries nuclear waste between
Japan and Barrow.

Pickets have been withdrawn
from the Liverpool docks after

organise support for the strike.

Hull

THE CREW of the ferry Norsea
voted unanimously to con-
tinue their occupation of the
ship on Monday 2 May.

They were unmoved by the
danger of legal action on the
grounds that the occupation is
“secondary action”.

“We've gone too far now to
worry about the courts,” said
one of the crew.

“Jeffrey Sterling has at-
tempted to bust the strike in
Dover and now there’s another
20 broken out in the rest of the
country,” said another.

The ferry is berthed at Hull
and the local Labour Party
Young Socialists is settingup a
support group to raise funds
for the strike there and at
Dover. They are planning a
series of public meetings, inc-
luding one during the NUS’s
national conference which is to
be held in the city.

By Ray Duffill

Portsmouth

PORTSMOUTH FERRIES to
France have stopped. The crew
of the Viking Valiant walked off
on Wednesday 4 May.

The captain of the Viking
Venturer had previously enrag-
ed his crew by sacking some of
the deck crew and ordering the
engine room to stay on board.
This ensured the strike was
solid on the ferry.

After days of waiting for all
out action, the morale of the
port committee was high on
Wednesday. They were looking
round for something else to
stop next.

By Alison Hill

It is on Friday 6 May at the
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‘Defend me’
against
deportation

“I HAVE no family, no
home and no job to go to
if I'm deported to Niger-
ia. It's devastating.” This
is how Olayinka Olatuniji,
a student at Liverpool
City Further Education
college, felt about her
threatened deportation
as a result of the new
immigration legislation.

“it would mean the
last two years’ study at
City college were a
waste. I'm due to finish
my course in July. So far
I've not failed any exams.
But with this threat han-
ging over me, it's on the
way downhill now.”

Students at Olayinka’s
college held a half-day
strike against her depor-
tation. Her tutors and
college principal describe
her as a “brilliant student
with fine upstanding
character.”

Her daughter Nicole
was born in Britain in
1986.

To add to her mental
torture, the immigration
authorities wrote to tell
her the news last Nov-
ember but haven’t hinted
when she faces deporta-
tion.

“] came to Britain in
1964, aged one, and lived
here ten years. During
that time my mother got
British citizenship. My
brother and sister were
born as British citizens.
My mother applied for
me also but | wasn’t
registered because of a
technicality-they needed
both parents’ signatures
and my father wasn’t
around at the time.”

Yinka’s family returned

was le lone .
eria because it was then
discovered she was not
properly registered. In
desperation she entered
Britain on her sister's

~ passport.

Appeal

“In Nigeria | was re-
garded as a foreigner,
brought up in the British
way of life. | always wish-
ed to return to Britain. |
appeal to all students,
black and white, to de-
fend me. i we get
deported, my daughter
will never be able to
return. This is not just for
my sake, but for others
who might face deporta-
tion. t makes me feel
great to see there are
people who back me. |
beg of you, my fate is in
your hands.”,

Cheryl Varley initiated
support at the Further
Education national com-
mittee of the National

Union of Students. At the

NUS national conference
Further Education
Labour Students
members won the vote
to invite Yinka as a guest
speaker. She was given a
standing ovation and
unanimous backing for
the campaign from the
NUS executive who sent
two representatives to
the Liverpool strike.
Students’ unions, tra-
de unions, Labour par-
ties, and Labour Party
Young Socialist branches
should send protest let-
ters to Timothy Renton
MP, with copies to City
college students’ union.
For petitions, speakers
and information contact
Cheyrl Varley, City col-
lege students’ union,
Myrtle Street, L pool.

demonstrate
against
Clause 28

LAST SATURDAY 30,000 people
demonstrated in defence of the rights
of lesbians and gay men, the biggest
demonstration on this issue ever in

Britain.

The demonstration was a warning to
the Tories, that although the legislation
to prevent local authorities publicising
lesbian and gay issues has been pass-
ed, the battle starts now to defend
those who will be victimised.

Over £1300 was raised by the Labour
Party Young Socialists with their

stickers.

. A campaign must be lauched to build
on the enormous support gained so far.
Pressure must be brought to bear to
force the leaders of Labour councils and
trades unions not to implement either
Clause 28 or the rest of the Local
Government Bill.

The campaign must expose the
Tories’ divide and rule tactics to cover
over the destruction of jobs, housing
and local services and their attempt to
whip up prejudice and bigotry. The Gay
Pride demo on 25 June will be another
opportunity to show the Tories that
lesbians and gays won’t be in-

timidated.

Press use racism report

to attack Labour councils

AFTER 12 months Man-
chc_wtelj cqux_lcil’s

lah at Burnage High School
has culminated in the Mac-
donald report. But the
report has still not been
published in full.

Ahmed was killed by a
13-year-old white boy, Dar-
ren Coulburn, when he
tried to stop Coulburn bul-
lying other Asian boys.

The delay in publishing
the report has allowed the
local and national press to
use the issue to launch a
general attack on the anti-
racist policies of Labour
councils, timed to damage
Labour in the week before
local elections

An abridged version of
the report has appeared in
the Manchester Evening
News, a paper which has
not hesitated in promoting
racism in the past.

The Independent sug-
gested that the Department

- of Education and Science

inquiry

should hold an inquiry into
councils which _operate

on them to *“desist at
once”. It is clear that the
press would favour an end
to anti-racist teaching
methods rather than an end
to racism.

Funding

The press has highlighted
the criticisms in the report,
taking them out of context.
But one of the important
points made by the report is
the lack of money available
for education, for which it
blames the Tory govern-
ment. “It is a national pro-
blem and the solution lies,
not so much with the city
council, but with central
government. Extra funding
is needed for black and
white children alike, living
in deprived working class
areas”’.

Whereas the report right-
ly praises the council’s at-

‘We want to

FATIMA ULLAH, mother of Ahmed Igbal, spoke
to Militant about the findings of the Macdonald

report.
What do you think of the
inquiry’s report?

The report should be help-
ful but the divisions
between the senior and
junior staff should be re-
moved. The head and two
deputies must be moved to
allow staff to heal the
divisions.

- What do think of the
council’s anit-racist policy?

These policies are theoreti-
cal but are not put into
practice. When children
needed help in the play-
ground there were no staff

around. There was no sup-
ervision in the playground
where trouble often occur-
red.

Anti-racist policies
should not be used to treat
black and Asian people dif-
ferently. We just want to be
treated equally. It needs to
be explained to all parents
and students that any help
given is to make us equal
and not to give us better
treatment.

All the parents should be
involved in developing anti-
racist policy. It does not
help to emphasise the dif-
ferences—we are all human.

tempts to deal with racism

in education it is critical of

poimnts to a lack of consulta-
tion between the council
and schools.

The report supports the
view, which Militant has
expressed many times, that
racism is a class issue, and
says that the council’s rejec-
tion of this view in the past
is “regrettable™.

Any attempt to treat
racism apart from the con-
ditions which produce it,
will fail. In implementing
its anti-racist policy. Man-
chester council has effec-
tively encouraged the view
that white youth and white
working class people are to
blame for racism in schools
and that all whites are in-
herently racist.

At Burnage this has inc-
reased the feeling of resent-
ment and added to growing
racist tension with disast-
rous results. No white
pupils were allowed to at-

It was reported that the
anti-racist policy at Burnage
was implemented in a way
to make the individual white
students think they are all
racist. What do you think of
such a policy?

Not all white people are
racist. Ahmed had many
white friends. Racism goes
back a long way. The way
to solve it is not to make all
white individuals feel guil-
ty, but take up how racism
has arisen and is used .

The report says that if a
school students’ union had
been operating at Burnage
the school might have been
able to avoid the disruption
last year.

tend Ahmed’s funeral as if
had

by being white they

When the system s n
crisis and resources are
scarce the dangerous ideas
of racism, promoted by the
bosses and the Tory press,
can take hold. Racism must
be attacked at its roots-by
eliminating the conditions
of impoverishment, bad
housing and unemploy-
ment. Anti-racist policies
alone are not enough. They
must be part of a wider,
Liverpool-style campaign
to improve the conditions
of working people, both
black and white.

Student union

The inquiry also said that
“if a disciplined and well-
organised, democratic and
vibrant student union had
been operating at Burnage
High School, the school
might have been able to
avoid the great disruption

be treated e

Do you think a students
union would have helped?

Yes, the school students’
union could have been used
to raise problems of bully-
ing and lack of supervision
in the playgrounds. 11, 12
and 13 year olds can exp-
ress their needs. Ahmed
was very intelligent and
would have done well in a
school students’ union.

Are there any other points
you would like to- raise?

Firstly we resent the way
the community leaders
were asked to speak on our
behalf. The head got in
touch with them before us.
We have our own voices

of March 1987".
It suggests that a disputcs

s. parents :’a%
governors. But Militant
would add that the role of
the trade unions is vital in
developing a successful
anti-racist policy. Militant
supporters warned after the
Poundswick School dispute
in 1985 that failure to in-
volve education sector
workers in decision making
would lead to larger scale
problems in the future.
It is clear that the report
in its present state will not
be used to fight racism in
Manchester schools. Its
suppression by the council
emphasises the need for the
labour movement to take
up the issue, to hold its own
inquiry into racism in
education, and above all to
launch a united campaign
against racism involving all
sections of the movement.

By Gail Frampton
Withington Labour Party

ually’

and can speak for ourselv-
es. I would also like to
comment on a column in
the Daily Mail by Mrs
Gough, the head’s wife.
She says her husband will
now have to find a new
career. -What about my
Ahmed-he hasn’t had a
chance to live.

Dr Gough has had a full
life-a change of job is not
much. There is nothing that
will bring back Ahmed.

What do- you think the
report will do?

« e
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I hope that something can
be learnt from Ahmed’s
death and that we can live
in peace.
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Fight the Clause

P THE CLAUSE STOP THE CLAV
‘P THE CLAUSE STOP THE CLA’
. ?THE CLAUSE STOPTHECL/
'THE CLAUSE STOPTHECL'
THE CLAUSE STOP THE CI

"HE CLAUSE STOP THEC’ :
THE TAB- ‘JECLAUSE STOPTHE( be an in-

LOID press
are en-
thusiastic
about clause
28 of the
Local Govern-
ment Finance
Bill. They port-

ISE
ray it as an attempt "

to stop local
authorities  ‘pro-
moting’ homosexuali-
ty.
They publish almost
daily attacks on school
books that offend their
famously high moral
standards. But if
literature for under- 11s
was so formative, most
adults would have grown
up speaking with public
school accents and play-
ing lacrosse!

If the clause is just
about education, why
wasn't it in the Education
bill?

It is really an attempt to

'E CLAUSE STOP THE '
 CLAUSE STOP THF
CLAUSE STOP TH' The -Hre
“LAUSE STOPTF
LAUSE STOPT'
' AUSE STOP”
QAUSE STOP
\USE STOF
Use STO
s

tolerance
of evil.”

Council have
expressed
worries  about
censorship of lib-
raries and art

galleries and rightly

so. Who decides

whether a council is
promoting homosex-
uality by stocking cer-
tain books? The final
decisien will lie with the
courts.

David Wilshire admitted
that the bill's real inten-
tion is to curb local
authority spending on
social services when he
said: “If these people
need help they can al-
ways turn to the NHS.”

The press hysteria over
the clause has proved
useful to the Tories in
diverting attention from
other aspects of the bill

explaining the danger of the
virus to heterosexuals was a

by gay rights groups to get
more for Aids research

use prejudice in the batt-
le to curb local
authorities’ autonomy.
David Wilshire MP, a
leading advocate of the
clause is an ardent sup-
porter of rate-capping
and local government
cuts.

The press have made a
meal of clause 28 coming
in the wake of the “Aids
scare’’. The Daily Mail
even suggested that exp-
laining the danger of the
virus to heterosexuals
was a propaganda exer-
cise dreamt up by gay
rights groups to get more
for Aids research.

‘Intolerance
of evil’

They have whipped up a
climate of  “queer-
bashing”, which the
Tories are in effect en-
couraging. After an arson
attack on
Capital Gay, Tory Dame
Kellet-Bowman com-
mented: ‘“There should

the paper -

\ e

such as the privatisation
of local services.

The introduction of
clause 28 was not co-
incidental: but blatant
electioneering by the
Tories. Labour Party
Young Socialist branches
should take up the cam-
paign in the unions and
Labour Parties and de-
mand:

* No to clause 28;

* Comprehensive  sex
education in schools
which will oppose pre-
judice against homosex-
uality;

* Local authority fund-
ed youth advisory cent-
res;

* Unions to circulate
workplaces and local
authority schools with
material to counteract
the anti-gay propaganda
in the gutter press;

* Opposition to the
Local Government Bill
and no cuts in jobs and
services.

By Siobhan Chadwick.
Secretary Tyne Bridge
LPYS

ted to link this strugg-
struggles, unlike others

wards, the best recep-
sage from Dave Nellist

oppressed minority and
link it to other attacks

...but how?

favourable and we col-
lected over 100 sig-
natures and held a
successful public
meeting.

ABOUT 20 Newcastle

LPYS members took
part in a demonstra-
tion against clause 28

in the city.

Our slogans attemp-
that we took the issue
up as an attempt to
dgrlde workers and
on the march which pointed out that

often got a hostile posinf censors a
response. task for all w:r‘kplng

At the rally after- people especially the
trade unions.

History has taught
that single issue cam-
paigns are usually
doomed to failure in
the long term, due to
their narrow basis. A
sense of common
struggle must be used
to build solidarity.

This is the approach
the LPYS can add to
these campaigns
together with an exp-
lanation that only
socialism will give a

le to other workers’

tion came for a mes-

MP. He said that this
was an attack on an

stressed the need to

on youth and the rest
of the working class.

Petition
After this demonstra-

tion, we drew up a
petition and leaflet

and organised a public lasting guarantee of
meeting. We were the rights of
uncertain what res- minorities.
ponse we would get on
the streets given the By Garry Cotton
response to the march. Newcastle Central
But it was extremely LPYS

campaignin

N —

NEWLY ELECTED chair of the Labour Party Young
Socialists (LPYS) Paula Hanford speaks to P & O
strikers (above). She was on the dplatform at the
meeting addressed by Tony Benn and Eric Heffer (see
age 3).

% Igaula is the first female chairperson of the LPYS. The
right-wing's attempts to stifle the LPYS by lowering
the age limit have failed. The youngest member of the
newly elected National Committee is 16. Eleven out of
16 are -women.

“The NC has urged all LPYS branches to support the
P & O strike and raise funds for it. Folkestone LPYS
has produced a leaflet on the strike and Kent LPYS

The reason for this is

T Cantart Wil the et

members have raised £500.

Wilmorton FE College Labour Club
Demonstration

Smash racism—
unity to defeat the
Tories
Saturday 21 May

Assemble 11.30am
Derby Council House

©

wHard
politics

“GET RID of the poll tax,
'cos we're not paying,”
unemployed 21-year old
Glen Dak told John Pres-
cott MP. Prescott was
visitin§ Middlesbrough as
part of Red Wedge's tour
of Britain.

Despite attempts by the
organisers to steer away

from discussing “hard
olitics”, reality in-
ervened at Fulbeck

House, a high rise council
development.

“Why won’t you break
the law on the poll tax?”
“Kinnock’s too weak on
the Tories,” “We want
jobs from a Labour
government,” were just
some of the remarks
Prescott had to listen
to.

He looked decidedly un-

The rest of the day was
a low key affair, made up
OL pre-arrdnged :

U

labour movement.

It was announced that
Billy Bragg is to do a Red
Wedge concert in June in
Stockton and that the
Labour Party Young
Socialists (LPYS) will
have a stall there. This is
welcome, but the LPYS
must be allowed far more
involvement with Red
Wedge and Labour
Listens events, if they are
to really build Labour’s
youth.

By Andy Walker

Cleveland

wUnions
should back
youth

I AM 17 years old and |
work on a YTS scheme
called Camden Jobtrain.
It consists of black, white,
Asian, disabled and
educationally disadvan-
taged youth. We have
joined the GMBATU
union to fight for better
working conditions, pay
and health and safety
cover.

We went on strike on 14
March in support of the
Youth Trade Union Righ-
ts Campaign (YTURC)
and the nurses. Three
non-unionised trainees
joined us on the picket
line and we persuaded
four supervisors not to
Cross.

We heard that John Ed-
monds, our union’s
general secretary, gave
£5 to YTURC conference.
I personally. donated a
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day’s wage towards con-
ference and took time off
to raise funds to send
trainees to it.

Our branch would think
it more reasonable if he
had sent at least a day’s
wage to YTURC and has
passed a resolution say-
ing Sso.

By Dylan Meale

Senior shop steward,

Camden Jobtrain YTS

YOUNG SOCIALISTS in
Derby will be working all
out to make Wilmorton
college Labour Club’s
demonstration  against
racism a success (see

Speakers now invited

hgdanhﬁ-).-h
Labour Party R
Executive). and exiled
South African trade
umionist Nimrod Sejake.
By Sakhjit Pabla
Derby LPYS

THE SCHOOL Students
Union was discussed for
two hours by Southamp-
ton City Council. Labour
is the biggest party on the
council but a Tory motion
calling for an inquiry into
the union was passed
with Liberal support.

The Tories alleged that
200 school students were
led out of their classes by
a Labour councillor. Sad-
ly this was not true and
the Labour leader has
called for the Tories to
withdraw their accusa-
tions.

There were cheers from
the public gallery when
rabid right wing Tories
read out bits of the local
SSU leaflets. Most of the
Labour councillors chose
just to argue over the
“defamation” of one of
their colleagues rather
than defending the right
for the school students to
protest, exposing the
Tories’ YTS plans and at-

tacking the government
over the NHS.
The school students

who stayed up till past
one in the morning to
hear the debate com-
mented: “We will be
down there in the future
and we’ll put up a real
fight™.

The inquiry call could
result in action being
taken against the SSU
leaders. The SSU and the
local Labour Party Young
Socialists will now cam-
paign to get support for
the right of school
students to organise and
defend themselves from
Tory attack.

By a Militant reporter

- e e
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Social Security-minor concessions

ed to £8000. Owner occupiers are givenalittlelonger
to sell their property if they move into old people’s
homes.

And some claimants would, for a ‘transitional’
pegzod, have their losses in housing benefit limited
to £2.50.

THE GOVERNMENT has been forced to make con-
cessions on the Social Security bill. Their own back-
benchers feared losing their seats and the political
effect it would have on the poor.

The changes though help only a small proportion
of those hit last month. The £6000 limit on savings
above which no housing benefit could be paid s rais-

Please send us your contribu-
tions for Left and Right to the
Militant office, by Thursday of
the week before publishing.

An op from our
sponsors

EDWINA CURRIE likes the idea of
private industry financing hip
operations-not through taxes, of
course, but as charity.

Retirement World, a pensioners’
magazine wants big business to
transfer its sponsorship from
cricket matches and ballet to pro-
viding private hip and cataract
operations.

They paid for a hip operation
for a pensioner, Mrs Law, who
said “there is so much money ly-
ing around In the world of
business” that some of it should
be used to help people.

Nobody would begrudge Mrs Law
her operation but this wealth was
created by the working class. We
need a socialist society to make
sure operations for people like
herself are available in a well
funded NHS. They shouldn't de-
pend on Littlewoods finding spon-
sored operations better publicity
than a sponsored cup final.

Metered health?

MEANWHILE, NHS cuts are so

Queuing at a London dole office.

In times of crisis

BETWEEN OUR last dole che-

gque and m) husband 8 firs

severe that South Tees Health
Authority rent out car parks at
Middiesbrough General Hospital to

By Jackie Mulholland

A MEMBER of our Jobclub got a job and needed money because she
il pet.be paicl for.a nenth Mo fricnd heiped her by pawning a

e s =

= cele! : . SR AN T Y
Despite being registered disabled as an epileptic, she was told that
she could not get a bus pass as she could walk. After much argument,

Jobclub leaders eventually ‘fiddled’ about £6 for fares to get her

ground next door on Satrday | “two weeks without n_v money pu'.’"' he asked. “About a
afternoons to get cash. apart from borrowing from coum& of quid.”
What next? Rock concerts on friends. “How much do you need?”

the hospital roof? Occult rites in
the operating theatres? Watch out
for parking meters beside beds to
stop patients overstaying.

Have no truck with
bosses

ALSO IN Teesside, a young part-
time worker in a large super-
market chain was paid for up to
fifty hours overtime in cans of
beer and lager. He was told to
accept it or get out.

This incident reached the local
press but local young people say
being paid in goods Instead of
cash is normal. The Truck Acts
are supposed to forbid such deals
but “you can't complain: they'd
sack you if you did.”

The labour movement should
make sure that young workers,
part-time or full time are organis-
ed to get decent wages.

Thanks to Jon Driscoll.

Pollfax -

THE TORIES claim poll tax will be
a fairer way of paying for local
services. Rich and poor alike use
them, so rich people shouldn't
pay more, they say.

But a Cheshire County Council
survey proves that better off peo-
ple use their services considerably
more than the poor. Half their
budget is for education and the
children of professional and
managerial class tend to stay at
school after 16 more often.

The free provision of roads also

benefits higher social groups

most, they use roads in their own
cars three times as much as

workers do. When council housing
is forced to be self-financing, the
class disparity will get even wider,

Under the new bill we had to
apply for a Crisis Loan. T exp-
lained to the Social Fund officer
that I neceded money for food
and other essentials for my
family until my husband’s wages
came through.

The bloke behind the glass
screen asked me:*“How much
food have you got in your cup-
boards?”. “Only a few bits.” 1
replied. “How much money

‘““Driving people
into a pit”’

IN AMERICA you can sell
your blood and in Brazil you
can sell your kidneys. Some-
times at the end of a fortnight’s
dole money, you would be
tempted to do that.

It’s hard to resist amusement
arcades, they give some variety
in life. You think “I've got £2, |
might come out with £4 and be
able to go out tonight.” You
end up putting in £2 and desper-
ately hoping to win it back.

Unless we get socialism a lot
of people like me will end up
like the old man around here
who spends all day picking up
cigarette butts.

he asked. ‘I was hoping for .

about £50.” “Come back at
three o’clock.”
Eventually 1 got £40. This,

according to the letter they gave

me, was the “maximum regula-

tions allow.” It also said:
“Before we can pay you.... you

will have to let us know that you

accept.....the arrangements we
have made for you to pay back
the money.”

__ByMaxNel,Prestnnl.PYS

Recently 1 saw a young
woman coming out of a tower
block. She was crying and kept
turning and shouting. She was
being followed by a little girl of
about four, who was crying too.

[ think the woman was her
mother but she kept shouting at
her: “F*** off home and stop
following me”. 1 remember
thinking T wish I hadn’t seen
that. What does that sort of
thing do to a kid? How did the
mother get like that?

Thatcher is driving pcople
into a pit. I'm a socialist

Nellist

backed

COVENTRY SOUTH East
Labour Party general commit-
tee has unanimously backed its
MP, Dave Nellist's stance
against social security cuts.
Dave had been barred from
Parliament for persistently try-
ing to question Social Services
secretary John Moore on the

new cuts.
Judy Griffiths, the UCW

delegate felt that nobody should
criticise Dave Nellist’s action
“when I know a young girl who
has miscarried because of in-
adequate diet after the DHSS
gave her and her child £32 a
week to live on.” At this even
the BBC Newsnight team who

. were filming the meeting joined

in the applause.

through the month.
By a Jobclub worker.

Repayments come to £13.50 a
month. The punch line was: “If
you.... do not accept the ar-
rangements for paying back the
money, we will not pay you any
money.”” The poor are being
robbed-and told to take it or
leave it.

because I've got self-respect
and [ want to fight. Too many
LL.abour MPs seem to enjoy drin-
king with the Toriés at the
Commons bar. We need more
fighters!

THE LOCAL council in Bill-
ingham described David
Walker as a model tenant.
But from 11 April, he had to
find a 20 per cent rent inc-
rease because of cut housing
benefit, plus a water charge,
out of a long term unemp-
loyed’s income. He could not
afford to use his central heat-
ing system.

That week he plunged to
his death from a block of
flats.

“Turning’’
a lTory

THE TORY turnaround came
about because Tory MPs who
normally just feel the soft
Commons benches on their
backsides have been feeling
the fire of angry constituents
instead.

A press release from Har-
low Benefits Action Cam-
paign shows the effect one
meeting had on local right
wing Tory MP Jerry Hayes. A
small deputation of claim-
ants had been arranged but
when local people found out
Hayes would be there, the
conference room was full to
overflowing. Many people in
the room were losing from
£10 to £26 a week.

A Labour councillor exp-
lained that the government
were not allowing them to
top up housing benefit at
their discretion. Claimants
who had paid this money in
rates would lose a total of
£280,000.

The welfare rights group
had told Hayes for years that
the new Act would cause
suffering, but the MP seemed
shaken by the number of
people affected and how
much money they were los-
ing.

Hayes could see how angry
they were. Tory votes were
vanishing in his marginal
constituency. He said he
hoped people didn’t think he
would have voted for the Act
in 1986 if he had known the
extent of the cuts!




Fenner Brockway—a leftto

THE DEATH of Fenner
Brockway, six months from
his hundredth birthday,
breaks the link with the old
Independent Labour Party
of the interwar years. He
was a major figure of the
left of that period.

He had been won to the
labour movement by Keir
Hardie, the father of the
Labour Party. Brockway
took an heroic stand,
though pacifist not Marxist,
against the First World
War. As a result he spent
more than two years in
prison.

During the twenties, as a
leading member of the ILP,
he played a important part
in pushing it to the left. It
had become the organised
left within the Labour Party
by the time of the right
wing MacDonald Labour

government of 1929-31.

In the thirties Brockway
was prominently involved
in the fight against fascism.
He was one of the main
organisers of the ‘Battle of
Cable Street’, when
Mosley’s blackshirts were
prevented from marching
through London’s East
End. He was also a prime
mover in the solidarity
campaign with the Spanish
workers during the civil war
against Franco.

Split

When the ILP split from
the Labour Party in 1932,
Brockway rejected the
reformism of the Labour
leadership. His speeches
and writings then were
more radical than anything
from the official Labour

the end

left of today.

But Fenner Brockway
never - found his way to
Marxism, or its modern ex-
pression-Trotskyism. He
personified the political
vacillation of the ILP. As a
centrist - organisation, the
ILP stood halfway between
reformism and Marxism. It
strove to be revolutionary,
but was incapable of taking
the necessary critical
political decisions to put
this into action.

The break from Labour,
over an organisational dis-
pute, was an error. But
Brockway and the ILP

leaders compounded it by
turning to the Communist
Party, then in the midst of
its wild ultra-left period.

The ILP then recoiled
from the CP’s sectarian at-
tacks. The Daily Worker
harangued Brockway as ‘“‘a
hound of war and fascism.”
All this is conveniently for-
gotten by its successor, the
Morning Star, in its glowing
tributes to him.

But despite rejecting the
socialist and communist in-
ternationals, he would not
endorse Trotsky’s call to
prepare a new international
socialist movement. He

preferred to organise an
ill-fated loose grouping of
other centrist parties in
Europe.

He even accused Trotsky
of “the same instinct for
personal power as
Stalin...were he head of the
Russian state he would
treat dissentients from his
policy with a ruthlessness
similar to Stalin’s.”” This
was a monstrous allegation.
Trotsky sacrificed his life in
the struggle for workers’
democracy

Trotsky

While condemning the
Moscow trials and the
purges of thousands of
heroic revolutionaries,

Brockway would not par-
ticipate in campaigns of op-
position.

Outside the Labour Par-
ty, but without the rudder
of Marxism, the ILP in-
evitably dwindled. Brock-
way unsuccessfully tried to
convince the ILP con-
ference to campaign for
reaffiliation. In 1946 he
resigned, rejoined the
Labour Party, and within
four years was again an
MP.

Although his radical
edge became  blunted,
Brockway remained on the
left until his death, despite
entering the Lords.

In the early eighties he
attended a Militant meeting
at Labour Party con-
ference, and paid tribute to
the new young generation
of Marxists in the Party.
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EAST SCOTLAND

For details of meetings
contact: Andrea
Charles—031 659 6187.

STRATHCLYDE
For details of meetings
contact: 041 221 1443.

NORTHERN

~ For details of meetings
contact: Bill Hopwood-091
276 1736.

MERSEYSIDE

contact: Richard Ve
ton—051 260 3111.
Liverpool:

Marxist discussion group
8 May and fortnightly

2, Lower Breck Rd. 7pm

SOUTH WEST

For details of meetings
ring 0272 631471

Exeter: :
Lessons of France 1968

17 May. Steve Biko
Lounge, Cornwall House
Exeter University, 7.00 pm
Swindon:

For a socialist South Africa
Speaker—Nimrod Sejake
(exiled South African trade
unionist) 6 May, Plus One
Centre, 7.30 pm

YORKSHIRE/HUMBERSIDE

For details of meetings
contact: Henry
Gregory-0709 371250
Halifax:

Marxist discussion group
Every Wednesday 8pm at
Griffs pub.

18 May. Liverpool-a city
that dared to fight

" Sheffield:

Lessons of France 1968
23 May S.C.CA.U

West St 7.30 pm
Huddersfield:

1968-The Month of Revolu-

tion. Speaker-Tony Aitman
16 May. Rat and Ratchet
pub, Chapel Hill 7.30 pm

Become a

Militant
supporter

Whereto | Mililant

gl

ALEXANDRAPALACE

MANCHESTER/LANCS

For details of meetings
contact: Mike Johnson—061

273 8648. Ra" and Penzance. ticket sales.

EAST MIDLANDS y : City Limits wrote of the Don’t forget many shift
For detaim Txings ‘w”‘ m' workers will need plenty of
contact: . coup, Trotsky’s advance notice to book time
son—0602 623112. countdown Esteban Volkov, addressing off. And there will be no pro-
WEST MIDLANDS FROM THE Northern region  the rally. It is certainly inspir-  blems with the kids, the creche
For details of meetings alone 550 luxury coach seats  ing our supporters to take the  is one of the best around.
contact: Bill Mullins—021 have been booked to bring tickets to all the regular The last rally was ““the most
952 7624. workers and youth to the Militant readers, as well as to spectacular show of recent
WALES __Mi Rs on_ 19 June. / Labour Party and trade union  years,’’ even according to the
"OMact: 0222 73608 coming from Merseyside, and Swansea, Essex and parts of  will be bigger, better and even
EA other coaches have been book- the West Midlands have been more spectacular.

For details of meetings

contact Teresa MacKay

0473 713179

St.Albans:

What Militant stands for
26- May, St.Albans Town
Hall, 7.45 pm

SOUTH EAST

For details of meetings
phone 01 533 3311
HAMPSHIRE/THAMES
VALLEY

For meeting details phone
0703 786879
Southampton:

Redbridge Marxist discus-
sion group. Every Wednes-
day, 7, Goodwin Close,
Millbrook. 2 pm
LONDON

For details of meetings
contact George Roberts—01

739 9123. ing the weekend! ding out more about
Hackney: One seller raised £22 for Militant and one person
Abortion-a woman's right - the fighting fund on Satur- agreed to sell Militant
to choose day alone! “People were weekly there and then.

19 May Chat’s Palace,
Brooksby Walk 7.30 pm
Dulwich:

11 May Allbrighton Centre
Dog Kennell Hill Estate
East Dulwich 7.30 pm door
Deptford: ;

Stop the poll tax! Stop the
property sharks! 5 May
Victoria Pub Grove St.
S.E.8 7.30 pm

sales!

YOUR NEXT STEP...

19 JUNE 1988

ed from as far away as Dundee

LAST WEEK'S Militant was
rushed down to Dover where
33 copies were sold on the
P & O picket line and a
further 40 in the town cent-
re on Saturday lunchtime. A
total of 105 were sold dur-

queuing up to buy the
paper” he sald.

Reports are still coming in
of successes in our door-to-

Sellers in the Lincoln area
sold out making 56 extra

In Scotland 3 supporters
in Niddrie sold 22 papers in

OUR FIGHT IS YOUR FIGHT...JOIN IT!

L PR e e e a5, _
or telephone 01-533 3311 NOW!

12—-6 pm

£6 in advance £7 at the door

particularly quick in th

Doors open 11.00am Cheques payable to ‘Militant Rally’

eir Order your ticket now.

an hour following up on last [
week’s estate sales when
they sold 10 by knocking on
just 14 doors!

A Felixstowe
NUS member *
bought six copies
of Militant to give
to other
seafarers

On the Tintagel estate in
Tottenham 53 papers were
sold. In all 13 people said
they were interested In fin-

Following on from these
successes, many sellers
have pledged to continue
the door-to-door campaign
every week to build up their
regular sales. If you would
like to help in Militant's

sales campaign.

What we
stand for

* The Iimmediate Introduction of a 35 hour
week without loss of pay as a step towards
the elimination of unemployment.

* A minimum wage of £135 a week, tied to
the cost of living, for everyone Including sick
and disabled people.

* Reversal of all Tory cuts and a massive
programme of public works on housing,
education, and the health service etc.

* Opposition to the Torles' anti-trade union
laws and reversal of attacks on trade unions.

* Massive cuts In arms spending. Support for
unliateral nuclear disarmament, but with the
recognition that only a soclalist change of

_society in Britain and Internationally can

eliminate the danger of a nuclear holocaust.

* Workers' management of nationalised
industries. These should be run on the basis
of one-thid of the places on the
management board coming from the unions
in the Industry, one third from the TUC
representing the working class as a whole,
and one third from the government.

sales campaign phone Ruth | ,* Nationalisation of the top 200 monopolies,

Campbell on 01 533 3311
ext 214,

including the banks and Insurance
companies which control 80 per cent to 85
per cent of the economy. This should be
through an Enabling Bill in Parllament with

minimum compensation on the basis of
proven need.

* A soclalist plan of production
democratically drawn up and implemented by
committees involving trade unions, shop
stewards, the unwaged and small business

people.

* Opposition to the capitalist Common
Market, the EEC. For a soclalist United States
of Europe as a step towards a World Soclalist
Federation.

(34
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TWENTY YEARS ago this month a movement developed in
France with such explosive force that it could have not only

o S

toppled the Gaullist regime and capitalism in that country,
but speit the end of capitalism and Stalinist rule anywhere on

the globe.

It falls to the Marxists around Militant to rehabilitate the
great French events of May 1968 at present being discredited
and denigrated by ageing academics and tired politicians.

How close to revolution did the France of 1968 come? Could
it happen again? CLARE DOYLE, author of Month of Revolu-
tion, looks at the biggest general strike in history.

NO EXACT historical parallels
can ever be dra Special

ycars 2P0, arocuoar [T3e
Parliamentary Bonapartist dic-
tatorship of De Gaulle. Having
come to power through a ‘coup’
in 1958 to protect capitalism at a
time of social upheaval, he had
tried to appear as an impartial
arbiter between the classes.

He depended on military-
police methods to maintain his
rule, but these were no protection
once the working class moved
into action. In fact they had caus-
ed a massive build-up of resent-
ment and became the spark that
ignited the May conflagration.

It started in France’s teeming
universities, with battles against
the authorities, who reacted by
closing down classes and discip-
lining students. When the pro-
tests moved onto the streets, the
notorious riot police (CRS) lash-
ed out against not only students
but bystanders.

Hundreds were injured and
hundreds more arrested. In what
could only be described as a
police riot, groups of CRS invad-
ed even luxury apartments in the
Latin Quarter and assaulted the
occupants. G

The middle class of Paris was
outraged and young workers
began to join the students on the
barricades. Widespread anger at
the police brutality forced the
trade union leaders to call a one-
day protest strike against repres-
sion for 13 May.

The biggest demonstrations
since the war were seen in all the
major cities, with one million out
in Paris.

Workers came from every walk
of life and sensed their united
strength. Joint trade union ban-
ners added to the feeling of
solidarity and  exhilaration.
Aroused, the French workers
were now in the mood for batt-
le.

Once one or two sections of
workers started striking and oc-
cupying their factories, the flood-
gates opened. All the frustration
and resentment that had been

building up for years welled to the

S ek . 2
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depots. They hoisted red flags,
set up action committees, sang
the Internationale and began to
discuss a future without De Gau-
lle and with some form of
workers’ management of society.
This massiver general strike
spread like a wave from engineers
to transport workers, miners,
shopworkers, nuclear power
workers, post office workers. Ag-
ricultural workers and small

farmers occupied depots and took

over big estates.

Every layer of society caught
the ‘infection’-film-makers, foot-
ballers, Catholic priests, broad-
casters, magistrates, town-plan-
ners, doctors... In some areas
nothing moved without the per-
mission of the strike committees.
A revolution was in the mak-
ing.

Wars and revolutions can be
sparked off by a unique, even
accidental, event but they are
always prepared by a period in
which frustration, anger and
resentment build up, changes of
pace in the development of the
economy and changes in the

- balance of forces within a country

and internationally,

A feature of France’s economy
was the poverty and squalor
amongst prosperity and plenty.
GDP had increased by 63 per cent
in ten years. Living standards on
average had risen by five per cent
a year. Purchases of cars, fridges,

_ dramatically-even

televisions had increased

ducing an army of unemployed
half a “million-strong—small by
today’s standards but never-
theless sufficient to unnerve the
French workers about their
future. Long hours were being
worked in archaic conditions in
industry. Cuts in social security
and new VAT impositions were
eating into the wages of higher
and lower paid alike.

The skilled and relatively well-
paid workers in the aircraft and
car industries were the first to
strike and occupy. But millions of
French workers and their families
lived below the poverty line and
moved enthusiastically into action
once the signal was given.

Appalling housing conditions
constituted a major scourge in
society. Then as now, a special
crisis faced the millions of youth
leaving school and either crow-
ding into universities which were
bursting at the seams or searching
for non-existent jobs.

When the student revolt
started, the regime reacted with
violence, then with concessions.
Both prompted young workers in
particular to take up the
cudgels.

They could see what might be
in store for them in their own
battles if the students were beaten
by the riot police, and they
already had many scores to settle.
Moreover, they saw the militancy
of the students getting results.

A year before in May 1967, up
to 12 million workers had res-
ponded to a one-day strike call
against emergency legislation be-
ing introduced. Numerous indust-
rial battles and even regional ‘up-
risings’ had erupted.

Some disputes were still rumbl-
ing when the students’ barricades

. went up in Paris. The same CRS

now battling with the students
had been responsible for the
deaths of workers in industrial
disputes and on demonstrations
against colonial wars. The hour
for revenge had arrived. The

second

workers’ movement, growing

hourly and daily, swept all before
it and drew in eve yer of  (SFIO) playing a minor role in

the workers and such were its
revolutionary traditions, that the
lowliest worker to the most ex-
alted professor began to feel that
a new dawn was breaking. A
world without bosses and without
bureaucrats appeared possible.

De Gaulle’s ‘strong state’ was
suspended in mid-air. Having rul-
ed in the manner of the old
Bourbon kings and Bonapartes of
the past, he felt he embodied the
state—‘L’etat, c’est moi’ (‘The
state is me!’). But he appeared
irrelevant in the Paris of May
1968. :

" As the economy of France

ground to a halt, with directors
locked up in their offices and
businessmen escaping to Switzer-
land with their millions, -on 24
May a previously silent De Gaulle
suggested a referendum. Such a
Bonapartist gimmick had seemed
to work before but in these condi-
tions it was a non-starter!

The police, even the brutal
CRS, were disaffected and in
revolt at the role they were being
asked to play and over their
long-standing grievances on pay
and conditions.

The army of 168,000 was
predominantly conscript and their
declarations showed it to be total-
ly unreliable. It would have
crumbled in De Gaulle’s hands if
he had tried to send it in against
millions of workers.

A CGT shop steward was
quoted in the Morning Star:
“There are more workers in
France than the government has
forces at its disposal” (23.5.68).
Yet the ‘Communists’ worldwide
still maintained that the army was
too strong!

In France, a new October—the
revolution in Russia which
brought the working 'class to
power-was developing. _

But here there was no Lenin,
no Trotsky, no Bolshevik party-
only a ‘Communist’ Party (PCF)
totally habituated to industrial

and parliamentary negotiations,

Renault “workers vote to strike.

deals, compromises and inaction
(and a discredited Socialist Party

the Left).

When, in the early days of "
May, students’ heads were crack-
ed under the blows of the riot
police, the Stalinists condemned
them in the same words as the
government spokesmen  ~—
‘troublemakers’, ‘anarchists’,
‘foreigners’ and ‘hooligans’.

When millions of workers
began to occupy their factories
and set up action committees,
these ‘leaders’ tried to isolate
each workplace, drive a wedge
between the students and the
workers and call for calm.

The CGT (PCF-led trade union
federation) is a ‘great tranquil
force’ they declared! Shades of
the ‘power of love’ of Britain’s
health union leaders today!

All the four conditions for a
successful revolution summarised
by Lenin were in existence except
one —the most crucial-the subjec-
tive factor of a revolutionary
leadership.

The ruling class was split and
lurching from attack to comp-
romise and back again. The midd-
le class was not just neutral, but
almost entirely in the camp of the
working class.

Power was in the hands of the
proletariat who had moved spon-
taneously and without any further
official call—in fact against the
wishes of their leadership-into a
fight to the finish. Although only
two and a half million were or-
ganised into trade unions, ten



million were on strike and refus-
ing to go back.

Such favourable conditions for
the peaceful transfer of power

from one class to another seldom
occur. They can take decades to

mature and, once passed, can
take decades to return. The op-
portunity was squandered by the
*‘Communists’.

As in the mightly sit-in strike of
1936, they insisted the struggle
was purely economic. Whenever
before or since in history have
three quarters of the workforce
been on strike for weeks for a few
percentage points’ increase in
wages and better social security
provisions? :

On 25 May, the trade union
leaders went into talks with the
government and the employers,
who really held no sway in socie-
ty. They proudly emerged with
the biggest concessions ever
wrung from the French ruling
class. : '

Some workers stood to gain up
to 75 per cent increases and the
minimum rise would be ten per
cent. Longer holidays and half
a day’s pay for every day on strike
were also included.

But even this dazzling list of
reforms, born of the revolu-
tionary movement, was rejected
out of hand in every factory and
workplace. Why be content with
bread when you are already near-
ly in charge of the bakery?

Workers waited to hear from
their leaders that power was now
theirs, that through their democ-
ratically elected committees,
drawn together on a national
scale and with a bold lead from
their party, they could now pro-
ceed to construct socialism in
France and spread their action
internationally.

They were already receiving
support from workers in Belgium,
Britain, Germany and Italy. In-
cipient revolutions in Spain and
Portugal, even Czechoslovakia,
would have exploded under the
impact of a successful workers’
revolution in France.

On 29 May, hundreds of

thousands of workers on a
demonstration organised by the
CGT called for an end to Gaul-
lism and a ‘government of the

people’ terranc
R T R o i o S g 3 : e e
ProvISIONé government, not

necessarily including the PCF,
had satisfied nobody.

De Gaulle fled the country and
laid plans for a government in
exile. What further proof was
needed of the possibility of a
revolutionary situation being
brought to fruition? But the mo-
ment for decisive action came and
went. The workers’ leaders suf-
fered a serious attack of
paralysis!

As Trotsky explained in the
Russian revolution: “A revolu-
tionary situation cannot be
preserved at will. If the Bol-
sheviks had not seized power in
October and November, in all
probability they would not have
seized it at all.

“Instead of firm leadership the
masses would have found among
the Bolsheviks that same dispari-
ty between word and deed which
they were already sick of, and
they would have ebbed away in
the course of two or three months
from this party which had deceiv-
ed their hopes... the proletarian
revolution would have been
deferred to an indefinite
future.

“It was his keen understanding
of this prospect that inspired
Lenin to that cry of alarm: “The
success of the Russian and world
revolution depends upon two or
three days’ struggle’.”

De Gaulle returned to Paris on
30 May with assurances of
military support from General
Massu, commander of the troops
in Germany, in return for the
release from prison of the leaders
of the OAS-the terror organisa-
tion used to suppress the Algerian
revolution.

A massive congregation of
reactionary flotsam and jetsam on
the Champs Elysees demons-
trated their loyalty to De Gaulle,
but he was still gambling with his
and his party’s future. He
depended entirely on the cowar-

dice of the PCF and Socialist
leaders and the lack of an alter-
native revolutionary leadership.

As he declared the Assembly

’

leaders breathed a huge sigh of
relief and advocated an orderly
and peaceful return to work.

NON A LUNIVERSITE
DE CLASSE

Offers even greater than those
from the Rue de Grenelle talks
were rejected by millions of
workers still wanting to engage in
a battle for power. They had
moved to complete the great task
started by their heroic ancestors
in the revolutions of two centuries
which had claimed so many lives.
They would not easily be forced
off the scene.

But with their generals already
waving the white flag, they could
not stand their ground indefinite-
ly.
Gradually the movement sub-
sided. The forces of the state and
fascist bands moved in to finish
off the job. Deaths occurred-a
school student, two car workers
and a PCF election worker.

In a complete misrepresenta-
tion of where the real power in
society lay, present-day ‘Com-
munists’ claim that their party
would have been responsible for
hundreds of lives being lost if they
had moved to take power.

Power, according to the Even-
ing Standard, was in the hands of
the central committee of the PCF,
“but they did not want to take it!”’

They handed it back to the old -

rulers.
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FORTRESS BOOKS
are proud to an-
nounce their second
title, Month of
Revolution—Lessons of
the General Strike,
France 1968, by
Clare Doyle -to be
published on 4 May,

The cover price
is £2.50. But order
before 15 May and

you will get a
copy for £1.60 post-
free. Better still, why
not order five or ten
for your workplace,
local Marxist discus-
sion group or to sell
in college.

O iay 1956 MILITANT 9.

Order now! Please send me..........coples of Month of Revolution

el TS T LTy

| enclose £...........(Please make cheques to Fortress Books)
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I Send to Fortress Books, PO Box 141, London E2 ORL

Ted Grant—Rise of de Gaulle and the class struggle................... 30p
Written in 1958 it gives an account of France’s revolutionary
traditions before the 1968 explosion.
Single copies 50[ including postage from: World Socialist Books,
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB.

In the course of the ensuing
election campaign, the PCF tried
to pose as a better party of law
and order than the Gaullists and
failed disastrously to put forward
an alternative ‘Socialist-
Communist’ programme of na-
tionalisation and democratic
workers’ control and manage-

" ment. They advocated an “ad-

vanced democracy... opening the
way to socialism” and nothing
more.

The hopes and aspirations of
workers were dashed and 1
was done to rally them. (A sharp
increase in suicides was reported
after the end of the strike).
Not even all the strikers can
in Parliament. He had launched a
scare campaign against civil war
and Communist totalitarianism
and the PCF allowed his party to
appear to offer the greatest
security to some frightened sec-
tions even of the working
class.

De Gaulle’s was a pyrrhic vic-
tory. His personal prestige could
never recover from the indignities
of the May/June events., He
resigned as President in April
1969 and handed over to the
Prime Minister he had sacked in
July 1968, Georges Pompidou.

In the 1968 election and in
subsequent ones, no programme
capable of rallying all the workers
involved in the great strike was
promoted by either the ‘Com-
munist’ or Socialist Parties. The
SFIO collapsed completely in
1969. A  newly-constituted
Socialist Party was created in
1971 and filled out by workers of
the CFDT (ex-catholic left trade
union federation).

Victory on the electoral plane
eventually came in 1981, largely
as a result of worsening economic
conditions. It was greeted with
enormous enthusiasm for what a
‘Socialist/Communist®  govern-
ment could now do. There was a

brief period of substantial
reforms in wages and hours and
some important nationalisa-
tions.

But instead of mobilising to
take the major sectors of the
economy out of the hands of the
capitalists, Mitterrand’s govern-
ment bowed to their wishes and
began to carry out anti- working
class measures and discredited
the idea of socialism once
again.

Only now has Mitterrand’s
reputation recovered and only
after their experience of Chirac is
the French working class prepar-
ing to force the left back into
power.

Today the PCF has hit rock
bottom with a derisory vote of
under seven per cent (a decade
ago it was 20 per cent). It has
allowed Le Pen’s National Front
to overtake it and become the
fourth force in French politics,
picking up votes in former PCF
strongholds. ,

This is the heavy price being
paid for failure in '68 and for
zig-zagging between opportunism
and ultra-leftism ever since. Le
Pea’s nise represents the disap-
pointment and disillesion of some
workers and the frustration of the
middle class.

It does not represent a threat of

_Hitler-style fascism. The social
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more powerful than ever. The
PCF will almost certainly recover
some ground in the course of new
upheavals.

The idea that revolution is a
thing of the past in France -the
‘mother of revolutions’-is an il-
lusion. Workers will move again
and again to transform society
and in the process transform their
organisations.

The PCF and the major trade
union federations grew in 1968.
The CFDT-which stood to the
left of the CGT during the
events— doubled its membership.
But these gains are as nothing
compared with what was possible
had a revolutionary lead been
given at the height of the
events.

The greatest general strike in
history ended in defeat in terms
of power, and the gains in terms
of wages and hours were later
whittled away. But other oppor-
tunities will arise.

As Trotsky said of the similar
end to the 1936 general strike and
factory occupations: “The prac-
tical successes won, however
precarious they may be, cannot
fail to raise the self-confidence of
the masses to an extraordinary
degree, particularly among the
most backward and oppressed
strata.”

The movement of the youth
and the threat of a general strike
in December 1986 terrified the
French ruling class with ‘the spec-
tre of '68’.

New '68s will be on the agenda
in the coming years if not months
-not just in France but in every
country where the combustible
material is accumulating.

They will be on an even greater
scale and significance than 1968
and on a far higher level than
October 1917. The, ruling classes
will tremble again at the terrible

prospect!
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~ Ethiopia’s 25

THE ETHIOPIAN government recently demanded the with-
drawal of all foreign aid workers from the hunger-stricken
provinces of Eritrea and Tigre, where bitter nationalist
insurgencies are being fought out. It announced that it
would limit distribution of emergency food relief to those

areas under its control.

Following an international out-
cry it relented a little, allowing
UN aid officials to continue, but
not officials of the other agencies.

Yet five million people in
Ethiopia face the threat of
another famine, possibly as
dreadful as that of 1984-5. It is in
the north, especially Eritrea and
Tigre, where hunger is biting
deepest. Meanwhile the Eritrean
Peoples Liberation Front has
been responsible for destroying at
least 80 food relief trucks in the
last few months.

In the war against the EPLF,
which is heading the struggle of
the Eritrean people for an in-
dependent homeland, the Ethio-
pian forces have recently suffered
military setbacks, including the
loss of the town of Afabet,
regional military HQ for Eritrea.

The Ethiopian army still holds
most Eritrean towns including the
capital, Asmara. But outside the
peripheries of these, the EPLF
holds substantial liberated areas.
In these areas the EPLF has
established its own state in the
making, providing education,
hospitals and workshops.

In Tigre also, the Tigre Peoples
Liberation Front has inflicted
defeats on Ethiopian forces, tak-
ing the town of Adigrat on the
main road through the province.

New offensive

The Ethiopian regime has now
made peace with neighbouring
Somalia and re-established dip-

lomatic relations, severed since

tmw petween them was ¢

luded over ten years ago. This

could allow the 30,000 Ethiopian
troops on the Somali border to be
moved to the northern provinces.
It is likely that Eghiopian forces
are being re%rouped for a new
offensive in Eritrea.

Ethiopia already has the largest
army in black Africa. And the
expenditure of 46 per cent of the
budget on defence is an enormous
drain on such a fragile economy.

Ethiopia is one of the poorest
and least developed nations of
Africa, Before 1974, native cap-
italism was feeble and stunted.
The capitalist world economy
kept Ethiopia in impoverishment.
The majority of the population
lived in feudal conditions or a
nomad existence unchanged for
centuries. 90 per cent were out-
side the cash economy.

The appalling suffering of the
1973-74 famine motivated sec-
tions of the officer caste in the
army-one of the most educated

(i ‘ '

Five million people in Ethiopia face the threat of another famine.

By Jeremy Birch

and developed parts of Ethiopian
society—to move against Haile
Selassie.

The student youth and the
small working class enthusias-
tically acclaimed the overthrow of

the decadent monarchy. Within a“

month there was a general strike
in Addis Ababa.

Under pressure from below
and in the face of the reactionary
threat of armed revolts led by the
feudal landlords, the most deter-
mined of the officers leaned on
the masses to complete the
revolution. In the face of bitter
hostility from world imperialism,
landlordism and capitalism were
abolished. Land was redistributed
and the banks dnd industries na-
tionalised.

Those among the Dergue (of-
ficers’ council) not prepared to
push the revolution further were
purged and executed.

The transition to genuine
socialism would only have been
possible on the basis of rule by
the working class which, small as
it was, could have led the revolu-
tion. With a Marxist programme
uniting the workers with the rural
masses, linked to the workers’
struggle internationally, Ethiopia
could have broken ‘out of its
crippling backwardness through
the spread of the revolution to
more developed countries.

Instead, from the very incep-
tion political control remained
tightly in the, grip of the Dergue

.

attempts by the intellectuals to
maintain a separate politicial par-
ty. A regime was established fun-
damentally similar to that of
Cuba or Russia, with a nationalis-
ed economy, but power in the
hands of a bureaucratic elite.
Colonel Mengistu, head of the
Dergue, after the revolution
adopted the phrases and the trap-
pings of Stalinism. He pledged
himself to “Marxism-Leninism’,
established a Workers’ Party
along the lines of the parties of
the bureaucracies of Eastern Eu-

rope and was allowed sympathe-

tic status to Comecon, the East-
ern Europe ‘Common Market’.

The transformation of Ethiopia
led to much diplomatic shuffling

concerning the struggle of the |

nationalities.

Prior to the Ethiopian revolu-
tion, Russia and Cuba armed and
trained the EPLF. Castro describ-
ed the Eritrean struggle as a
“progressive revolution.” The
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regime of Haile Selassic was
backed" to the hilt by western
imperialism, including his repres-
sive policy towards the nationa
minorities. :

Britain took Eritrea, which had
been an Italian colony, during the
second world war. Despite gem’-
ands for Eritrea’s independence,
it was forced into a federation
with Ethiopia when Britain with-
drew in 1952.

But even before the withdrawal
US imperialism signed an agree-
ment with Ethiopia guarantecing
it use of the strategically impor-
tant . Kagnew communications
base in Eritrea.

The then US secretary of state,
John Foster Dulles, summed up
the contemptuous attitude of im-
perialism to the rights of small
nations:

“From the point of view of

LB®- - . LI ODINnIoNns
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sideration.  Nevertheless

strategic interests of the United
States in the Red Sea basin and
the considerations of security and
world peace make it necessary
that the country has to be linked
with our ally, Ethiopia.”

Annexed

In 1962, in collusion with im-
perialism, Ethiopia annexed
Eritrea as a province. The nation-
al struggle, now represented by
the EPLF, has continued unaba-
ted since. They adopted a radical
programme and looked for sup-
port from the Eastern bloc.

Any expressions of sympathy
from British or US imperialism
towards Eritrea today arc utter
hypocricy. ; :

But the Mengistu regime has
inherited all the brutality of Stal-
inism in dealing with the national
question. Despite the radical ap-
pearance of the EPLF, he has

e
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refused to concede one inch to
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has been given.

The sensitive approach of
Lenin to the national question,
without which the Russian revol-
ution could not have succeeded,
remains a closed book to Mengis-
tu, as it does to the bureaucracies
of Eastern Europe.

Unelected, privileged burcauc-
ratic elites dare not tolerate any
democratic rights; including the
right of national minorities to
self-determination.

The struggle in Eritrea has
swung one way and then another.
Despite recent victories, the
EPLF still holds less territory
than before its strategic retreat
from the towns in the face of
Ethiopian attacks in 1978.

But the morale of the EPLF
fighters, who are struggling to
end national oppression and for
the idea of a better society, stands
far higher than that of the
Ethiopian troops who are only
reluctantly in Eritrea.

The war could still continue for
some time. Mengistu has said:
“The Eritrean war may continue
for- generations.” However, the
outright
Eritrean victory seems to be ac-
cepted by EPLF leader, Isseyas
Afterworki. He believes “the
only solution is the intervention
of a third party to bring pressure
on the Ethiopian goveérnment to
force it to the negotiating table.”

But what ‘third party’ would
genuinely respect the Eritreans’
national rights? Not the super-
powers, nor the UN which super-
vised the 1952 betrayal of
Eritrean interests.

It is not clear what form the
state would take if the Eritrean
nation achieved an independent
homeland. The EPLF gives a
radical appearance.. But what in-
ternational aid it receives is chan-
neled through capitalist Sudan.

A Wall Street Journal corres-
pondent urges western capitalism
to take the EPLF under.its wing,
calling it “an organisation unfair-
ly (sic) categorised as Marxist-

their legitimate demands for na-
;_: al riehts. Rus .',j_--,. 1 Cuban

Leninist because of now distant
ideological roots.” “This region”
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Ethiopia.™

However, under pressure from
the masses, who have experienc-
ed a quarter of a century of

struggle, and from the incapacity

of capitalism to develop Eritrea .

any more than it could develop
Ethiopia as a whole, the EPLF
could still be pushed to establish a
regime of proletarian bonapar-
tism.

In such an under-developed
area, with a struggle not led by
the working class or based on its
democratic organisations, in-
evitably the result would be a
gross bureaucratic deformation of
socialism as in Ethiopia itself.

Self-determination

Of course, a healthy workers’
state in Ethiopia would have of-
fered the peoples of Tigre and
Eritrea the right to self-deter-
mination and the prospect of a
socialist federation of the Horn of
Africa.

If the EPLF was Marxist led, it
would conduct a battle for na-
tional and social liberation, ap-
pealing to the masses of Ethiopia
to overthrow the burcaucratic
elite for a socialist democracy. It
would link up with the struggling
masses of Sudan, and look to-
wards the powerful working class
of Egypt.-

The distorted developments in
the Horn of Africa have their
fundamental origins in the delay
of the world revolution, par-
ticularly in the industrialised
countries and thé semi-develop-
ed nations, where the working
class could much more readily
assume the leadership of the
struggle.

Real fraternal assistance from
healthy worker states in the deve-
loped world, could dramatically
raise the standard of life of the
poverty-stricken millions and
tackle the crisis of hunger. On the
basis of socialist democracies the
national struggies, the legacies of
imperialism, could be resolved.
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“NOW THE situation is so
bad that there must be an
explosion of struggle
sometime, maybe in only a
matter of months’’, wrote a
correspondent in Militant on
30 October 1987, discussing
the effects of the austerity pro-
gramme imposed by the Polish
regime.

By George Collins

That prediction is coming
dramatically to life. There were
violent clashes berween police
and demonstrators in at least
seven cities on May Day. Many
workers’ leaders were arrested
and there was widespread action
on 2 May, following a series of
strikes since last week.

In Gdansk, two policemen who
pursued workers into a church
were disarmed and beaten up.

As we go to. press, the giant
Lenin shipyard in Gdansk (where
the mass Solidarity trade union
movement was born in 1980) was
again under workers’ occupa-
tion.

The strikes were sparked off, as
in 1980 and previously, by price
increases. Subsidies on essentials
are being slashed supposedly to
cut inflation-but causing a price
explosion for workers ranging
from 50 per cent (rent) to 200 per
cent (coal).

‘ward spiral. S NOW SO

great”, said a leader of the bann-
ed trade union movement
Solidarity, “‘that it can hardly be
' redl an r ser. '’ 7 e

i et

on o 3 pus ana ;
drivers in the northern city of
Bydgoszcz came out on strike, led
by their official trade union.
Within 12 hours the authorities
capitulated, granting a 63 per cent
wage increase.

It is the first time a strike has
been led by one of the official,
state-controlled unions. The
enormous pressure of the workers
is beginning to open splits among
the ruling bureaucracy, and will
increasingly force the lower ranks
into opposition against  the
regime.

From Bydgoszcz the struggle
spread to the giant Lenin steel
mill (employing 32,000 workers)
at Nowa Huta in the south. In a
brilliant demonstration of class
instinct, the steel workers
demanded not only a 50 per cent
increase for themselves, but in¢-
reascs for other industrial

workers, teachers, health workers -

and pensioners as well.

-

olish workers
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A furthcf demand, for the

Trueeh D a direct pohtica
challenge to the burcaucracy.

After a day the regime’s
negotiator broke off talks with
the ninec-member strike commit-
tee (all Solidarity supporters),
saying the two sides were “too far
apart’.

Last Friday the strike call went
out at the Stalowa Wola engineer-
ing plant in the south-east, with
18,000 workers. After winning a
wage increase the workers agreed
to return.

The situation is explosive. The
regime is in a deep dilemma.
Under its ‘reforms’, negotiations
should take place at plant level
(to cut across national
movements). However, it is af-
raid that a victory for the workers
in a major workplace such as
Nowa Huta could set off a
country-wide wave of struggle
which, in the present climate,
could take on massive propor-
tions.

reinstatement_of four dismissed
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The stage could well be set for
a swing from policies of ‘decent

roime struggles to keep cont-
rol. But it is faced with the very
real danger of provoking a
revolutionary explosion by conf-
ronting the workers head-on.

Most likely the regime will play
for time, manocuvring and trying
to isolate the strikers.

General Lech

A general appeal for support
for the Nowa Huta strikers has
been raised by Solidarity leader
Lech Walesa, and a day of action
was called for 2 May, without
specifying what  should be
done.

“If you have an army”’, Walesa
told the workers, ‘‘General Lech
Walesa is at your disposal.”

However, when the Lenin
shipyard workers came out,
Walesa told them that he was
“neither for nor against the
strike”’, but as a worker he would
join it!

What this represents is an
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ing it to victory.

In 1980-81 the lack of a decisive
lead from Solidarity, and the
leaders’ attempts to reach a com-
promise with the regime, was the
key factor in the defeat of the
movement. No doubt the regime
is hoping that the workers’ move-
ment will again be held back by
Solidarity’s right-wing leaders.

But confrontation cannot be
avoided indefinitely. As Walesa
has been forced to recognise:
“The situation is getting hotter
and hotter. Anything can hap-
pen.”

Because it is so thoroughly
isolated and despised, a country-
wide movement would leave the
regime dangling in mid-air, pos-
ing the need for the working class
to finish it off and establish in its
place a government of workers’
democracy.

Strike
wave
I
Nigeria

a nation-wide upsurge of strugg-
le.

._ByJamesLong

Workers, youth and peasants
opposed the increase itself-rang-
ing from 6 per cent on petrol to 50
per cent on kerosene, used for
cooking-as well as the fact that it
was seen as part of an austerity
plan imposed by the International
Monetary Fund.

It was no accident that the
increase took place following the
suspension of the Nigerian Labour
Congress (NLC), the trade union
federation.

No lead was given by the NLC
leaders either in fighting the
suspension or the oil price inc-
rease. A spontaneous movement
from below, sparked in many
places by the students, led to
demonstrations and industrial ac-
tion all over the country.

On 13 April between 6 and 12
were killed in demonstrations in
Jos. By 15 April nine universities
closed, increasing to 20.

On 18 April trade unions
started strike action in protest
against killings in Plateau state.
On 19 April bank workers came
out in Katsina and Sokoto states,
and on 22 April in Kwara state; in
Kano a general movement
began.

On 24 April a national ban was
imposed on demonstrations. Ar-
rests took place, especially in
Kano. On 28 April the movement

Wwith

This movement has pushed the
right-wing ‘Democratic’ and left
‘Progressive’ trade union leaders
together in calling for industrial
action against the military govern-
ment. But while some unions like
the Footwear, Leather and Rub-
ber Products union called for a
general strike to start immediately
to coordinate the movement, the
NLC leadership refused to set a
date.

On 2 May the trade union
leadership agreed to halt the
strikes in return for concessions
such as a wage increase, the pro-
mise of no sackings and the release
of those detained.

The massive reaction against
the price increase, however,
shows the opportunity for buil-
ding a working-class movement
against the military government’s
attacks on trade unions and
austerity policies and to pose an
alternative to capitalist chaos.

New Caledonia flares up Teachers strike

.
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AS THE French were voting in the
first round of the presidential election,
violence erupted in the Pacific island
“colony of New Caledonia.

9,000 French troops and riot police
have been sent, the navy has shelled
guerrilla strongholds and Pons, the
minister for overseas territories, has
said that anyone attacking the security
forces ‘‘should be neutralised”’.

Four policemen were killed and 27
hostages taken by guerrillas of the
Kanak Socialist National Liberation
Front (FLNKS), who are fighting for
independence.

Eleven hostages were released, but a.
further seven captured, including five
members of the CIGN, the French
equivalent of the SAS. The guerrillas
have blocked most roads and cut
telephone lines out of the capital,
Noumea.

The FLNKS represent the 65,000

Kanaks, the indigenous Melanesian
inhabitants of the island. But they are
only 43 per cent of the population. A
further 50,000 (36 per cent) are Fren-
ch settlers and the remaining 30,000
(21 per cent) are from other Pacific
and Asian countries.

The islands are rich in nickel and
cobalt, from which the French
capitalists have profited, exploiting the
Kanaks’ labour, stealing their land
and forcing them into reserves. They
used the settlers to create racial
divisions as a barrier to the movement
for independence.

The settlers, nearly all living in
Noumea, have consistently opposed
independence and backed the right,
especially since the previous Socialist
government promised to grant partial
independence and land reform (though
this was never implemented).

This time, with the Kanaks boycot-

ting the ballot, Chirac received 75 per
cent of the vote and Mitterrand only
five per cent. Mitterrand has alleged
that many polling stations were not
open.

The Kanaks are a persecuted people
with genuine grievances, especially
over land. But the situation is comp-
licated by the fact that they are only a
minority.

The only way forward is for the
Kanak peasants and workers to build
class unity with the poor among the
settlers against the big capitalists,
landlords and French colonial ad-
ministration, on a programme of
political and land reform and the

nationalisation of the mines and major -

industries, to end imperialist oppres-
sion.

By Pat Craven

In Spain

ON 27 April 700,000
workers all over Spain were
on strike.

They included primary
and secondary school-
teachers, university profes-
SOrs, miners, engineering
workers and shipbuilders
from Bilbao, together with
students in the Basque
country and farmers who
demonstrated in the streets
of the capital against the
effects of the Common
Market on their sector.

More than 250,000
teachers have been on
strike for ten days in the
last two months.

The teachers want to
have the same conditions as
other state employees, ~
which would mean an
average wage rise of about
17,000 pesetas a month,
plus the reduction of work-
ing hours to 35 a week.

If no agreement is reach-
ed, they threaten an all-out
strike. Attempts to play the
teachers off against
students and parents have
completely failed so far.

From a correspondent in
Madnd




Send us your views, comments or criticism.

Despicable lottery

Dear Comrades,

Health union leaders are
being condemned as chur-
lish for their disapproval of
the idea of a national lottery
funding the NHS.

I think their reaction
would be better described
as grave concern for the
welfare of the health
service, which the govern-
ment itself seems to be lack-
ing.

The fact that the money
was actually available, but
that Thatcher preferred to
reward the rich with mas-
sive tax cuts shows where
her sympathies truly lie.

The very idea of a lottery
providing the essential
resources for public health
care is despicable! It merely
highlights the perilous state
of the NHS today.

The Tories are shirking

Killer disease

Dear Comrades,

A new report indicates
that the reduced death rate
from heart disease is con-
fined to the rich. Professor
Geoffrey Rose, chairman
of the World Health Or-
ganisation, has called on
the government to deal
with ‘““‘the devastating cor-
onary epidemic” which kills
one man in 11 and one
women in 40 before the age
of 65.

Amongst manual work-
ers in particular there has
been no improvement.
Blood cholesterol levels in
the UK would be regarded
as high enough to need
drug treatment in the US.
In parts of Scotland and N.
Ireland the rates of cor-
onary death are the worst
in the world.

The report criticises the

government for failing to
provide information on risk
factors and preventative
measures, making no prog-
ress on food labelling, cutt-
ing the budget of the Sports
Council, failing to take ac-
tion against cigarette adver-
tising and downgrading
health education in schools.
It calls for a 1,000 per
cent increase in the 5p per
person per year spent on
the government’s Look
after your Heart campaign.
The report says that
socio-economic factors are
central to any attack on
heart disease and while ob-
viously stopping well short
of calling for socialism, it
totally vindicates the posi-
tion put forward in Militant
892.
Andy Walker,

Gorbacv and Bedford- .
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20p per word, minimum 10
words. Semi-display £3 per
column centimetre. Three
weeks for the price of two.
Militant meeting ads free.
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should reach this office by
first post on Friday, the
week before publication.

(] Stickers available in rolls
of 250. ‘Kick out the Tories’,
‘For a socialist South Africa’,
£2.50 per roll.

‘Militant for labour and
youth’ enamel stud badges
£1 each.

A3 size posters of Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Trotsky, Lux-
emburg 50p each collecting
tins £1 each, 10 or more 75p
each.

Available from Fighting
Fund Dept, 3-13 Hepscott Rd,
London E9 5HB. For all

orders add 25 per cent P&P. |

Cheques payable to Militant.
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Africa—The way forward
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East;
South

By Peter Taaffe
and Tony
Mulhearn.

Essential lessons
for every worker.
£6.95 plus 90p
postage. From For-
tress books, PO
Box 141, London
E2 ORL.

their responsiblities by
refusing to provide ade-
quate funding-after having
the gall to say that the NHS
would be ‘safe’ in their
hands!

I am only glad that they
are not nurses themselves,
as their definition of ‘safe’
obviously differs from ours.

Debra Mooney, Staff

nurse, Sunderland.

Dear Comrades,

Labour Party members
have produced a detailed
survey of the effects of the
poll tax in Whitley Bay. It
was found that 70 per cent
of the population would be
worse off!

This is in a ward with 18
per cent unemployment and
a large number of young
people living in bed-and-
breakfast.

At the same time, with
the introduction of the
‘unified business rate’,
which is expected to be
around two-thirds of North

Tyneside’s current rates,
industrial ratepayers who
curently pay £10 million in
rates will have this reduced
to £6.5-7 million.

The overall effect is
therefore to increase the
burden on the backs of the
working people by at least
£3.5 million.

A couple of examples
demonstrate the class-
ridden nature of the poll
tax:
Swan Hunter’s shipyard,
which currently pays over
£500,000 in rates, will re-
ceive an extra £170,000 at a

3
NHS workers on 14 March protest.

Iniquitous poll tax

stroke, while 200 yards
away a couple living in a
tiny flat who pay £125 rates
will pay an extra £425 a
year. Another family in
Whitley Bay will pay an
extra £1,600 a year.

It is disgraceful that
Labour’s leaders should be
insisting that any campaign
must stay within the law. As
the Liverpool councillors
said: “‘It’s better to break
the law than break the
pOOI'”.

Terry McPartlan, Whitley

Bay Labour Party

East, West, home’s best?

-~

shire Chief Constable Alan
Dyer have in commbn?
They hold identical views
on the role of women.
Quoted in issue 892 of
Militant, the Chief Cons-

table said: ‘“The sooner
some of these women
realise that being a

housewife is a full-time job,
the sooner we may be able
to get some of these lawless
kids off the streets’.
Gorbachev, in his book
Perestroika; New Thinking
for our Country and the
World, blames delinquency
on “the weakening of fami-
ly ties and slack attitudes to
. family responsibilities”. He
welcomes  attempts 1O

Dear Comrades,
A friend told me about

friend’s grandma was
experiencing in getting a
wheelchair from the NHS.

She c¢an barely move
around her home. She was
given a walking frame to
help her from her house to
an ambulance, to attend
hospital as an outpatient
once a week. But she has
difficulty using it and has to

Dear Comrades,

ball next to some shops.

. nobody goes”.

the difficulties his girl-

While flyposting one evening to adver-
tise a meeting opposing the poll tax, we
came upon some young guys playing foot-

We had a word with them about the
meeting and asked them which shops were
busiest and most worthwhile flyposting.

“All of them” said one “except the one
at the end; that’s the butcher’s where

It turns out that nobody goes there

oy

Gorbachev

“make it

possible for
women to return to their
purely womanly mission”.

In the East and the West,
they are trying to drive
women back to “unpaid
labour in the home. As

borrow a wheelchair from a
friend.

She was refused a
wheelchair because the

ing frame was seen as

te to fulfil her

mobility needs. But even if

she can use the walking

frame indoors, she cannot
get outside.

A  wheelchair ‘would
enable her to get out and
enjoy herself, especially in
summer, and not be segre-

Marxist men and women,
we must © ensure that
working-class women are
given every opportunity to
build socialism throughout
the world.

Harvey Duke, Dundee.

Mobility should be a right

gated from society because
of mobility limitations.
Access to a wheelchair,
whether permanent or
temporary, should be a
right, not a privilege. If
someone feels they require
one, they should be given

one. It should not be
determined by . the
assessment ~ of some
‘specialist’.

Stuart Bracking,
Lancaster.

Can’t afford to buy meat

because in Niddrie, Greendykes and Craig-

millar housing schemes nobody can afford
to. These areas are ravaged by unemploy-
ment, blighted by bad housing, dilapidated

and disintegrating.

destiny.

But times are changing. Anger is grow-
ing. The battle to crush the poll tax will be
the beginning of Niddrie/Craigmillar’s wor-
king class grasping hold of their own

Joe Owens, Niddrie/Craigmillar Labour

Party, Edinburgh.

Capitalist
jungle

Dear Comrades,

Not so long ago, Labour’s Bryan Gou-
Id was assuring us that there was little
prospect of a crisis in the world economy.

When my dad was made redundant
over a year ago, he was advised by his
firm’s financial consultant to place £6,000
of his hard-earned redundancy pay into
an investment bond to guarantee him a
nice little nest egg.

After the stock market crash, he saw
£1,000 of that capital sum wiped out at a
stroke, with no prospect of it being
recovered.

People like Bryan Gould may be able
to afford to lose one-sixth of their sav-
ings, but for millions of working people
the economics of the capitalist jungle are
all too tangible in their impact.

Stuart Miller, NCU and Nuneaton

Labour Party.

Harry
McShane

Dear Comrades,

The obituary of Harry
McShane. printed in issue
893 correctly pointed to the
titanic struggles—over the
last 80 years-in which he
participated. Undoubtedly
in his best years he made a
valuable contribution to the
working-class movement.

His work with John
Maclean, Britain’s outstan-
ding Marxist propagandist,
during and after the first
world war, and his key role
in the unemployed work-
ers’ movement stand out as
historic milestones in the
history of British labour.

However, his involve-
ment and intense loyalty to

1o - Qtalinist Communis:
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. 25 with SO wmany
genuine activists of the
time, blinded him political-
ly to many of the events
that were taking place.

" During this period, it has
to be acknowledged that he
attacked Trotsky and his
supporters.

He courageously recog-
nised his past mistakes and
eventually broke with the
CPGB in 1953, three years
before Hungary and the ex-
posure of Stalin’s crimes.

For Harry McShane, the
key revolutionary figures in
this century were Lenin and
Trotsky. With a new world
crisis looming, his positive
contribution over the years,
despite mistakes, will act as
a great inspiration to the
present  generation  on
whose shoulders rests the
emancipation of the work-
ing class.

It is deeply to be regret-
ted that he was unable to
speak at the Militant rally in
June, which would have
been a highlight for com-
rades and supporters atten-
ding this key event.

Mick Rathbone, London.

Awoman’s
choice

Dear Comrades,

Personally I do not be-
lieve in abortion, but it is
the woman’s right to
choose.

Alton is a man and has
no divine right to dictate
to the opposite sex. How
would a man feel is his
choice for a vasectomy
was ruled over by a
woman?

Robin Akers,

Scarborough.




'NUCPS’ new strength |

THE NATIONAL Union of Civil & Public Servants (NUCPS),
created by the merger of two other civil service unions, the SCPS
and the CSU, meets in conference this week.

The union is currently under
the control of the ‘secret left’
which, over the last year par-
ticularly, has played a damaging
role. It scuppered the joint 1987
pay campaign with CPSA in the
hope that a settlement could be
reached with the Treasury.

The resulting deal, the ‘Con-
cordat’, was hailed as a great
victory by the then SCPS leader-
ship, mainly to save face. In
reality it meant an increase of
around one per cent in exchange
for the Treasury’s right to ride
roughshod over previous
agreements. Many members have
been outraged by the immposi-
tion of direct HEO recruitment, a
direct result of the ‘Concordat’.

This year, the 15% claim has
been rejected by the Treasury
who instead offered an insulting
four per cent. More recently a
circular announced the massive
concession of an extra half a per
cent plus the possibility of a long
term pay agreement.

For the Treasury this means
further cuts in wages and condi-
tions just as it did for the other
unions, IPCS and IRSF. Yet the
NUCPS leadership are recom-
mending acceptance of this pack-
age at conference!

Where members have been
taking the initiative, such as sup-
porting the strike action by CPSA

What ‘Concordat’
~ has meant

IN THE middle of the 1987 pay

without even askm; emb
crs. The effects of this action are
now being seen.

In December of last year, 30
computer programmers at New-
castle were replaced by consul-
tants. The cost to the DHSS is
between £200 and £675 per day
for each consultant, more than
four times the cost of employing
civil servants.

By Malcolm Clark
(NUCPS Broad Left national
committee) and Jon Johnson,

personal capacity.

campaign the executive council of

colleagues, ‘advice’ given to our
members in DHSS was to work
normally. This would have meant
crossing picket lines. ’

Given this background, it is no
surprise that the government has
gone on the offensive with its
plans for merit and regional pay
and the Ibbs report with its far
reaching implications for job
security.

Ian Williams was sacked for his
political beliefs six months ago,
yet the union has not even given
him any financial support and he
has now been evicted from his
home. .

This conference comes at a
decisive time for the union: we
either go down the path of acc-

eding to the Treasury’s demands

or we use our new strength of
numbers to mobilise a joint cam-
paign with CPSA in opposition to
the government’s policies against
civil servants.

Militant supporters and the
Broad Left are campaigning for
such a strategy. The opportunities
to launch such a campaign have
never been greater, the costs of
inaction never so high.

At the National Girobank’s

COMPULE centre 1 Reading
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Sve Sonsurtants. S S an
average of £600 per day each. A
recent report in The Guardian
showed that Edwina Currie’s hus-
band and his brother both work
for one of the firms getting these
rich pickings from the taxpayers’
purse.

Privatisation does not save
money. The real purpose is to try
to weaken the unions. A propos-
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Last year’s joint civil service pay campaign was scuppered when the then

N

some production of benefits s to
be transferred to centres at
Lytham, Swindon and Living-
ston. These are to be privatised.

The next groups of workers to
face privatisation are cleaners,
catering staff and security guards.
There are rumours that cleaners
will be sacked and then re-empl-
oyed by private firms but with

The NUCPS national leader-
ship kave failed to defend jobs.
The Broad Left are campaigning
for an open, democratic union
committed to ensuring that the
advantages of new technology are
used to avoid delay in benefit
payment and improving mem-
bers’ working conditions.

Keep

Skeggs -

PLANS FOR a one-day all-
London strike of CPSA
members against the emp-
loyment of a known fascist
have been drawn up. The
fascist, Skeggs, has been
employed at Hither Green
DHSS office where staff are
already on strike.

It was agreed to widen
the campaign at the for-
thcoming CPSA conference
with a mass demonstration
to coincide with the one-day
strike. There are also plans

to call selective strikes at
South London offices.

A manager at Hither Green
told one of the strikers that

Skeggs had applied for a

CPSA branch secretary,
DHSS South East London,

personal capacity.

Aberdeen-‘‘boom city’’ turns to gloom

ONE OF my earliest memories is trying to
dig for oil in the back yard and my father
laughing. He told me that I wouldn’t find
any because you found oil in the North
Sea. So T never did make my fortune in
what came to be known as the ‘boom city’
or the ‘oil capital of Europe’!
Aberdeen is portrayed by Thatcher as a
city where the everyday workers hayve been
brought prosperity and happiness by oil. I
would like to say what [ have seen with my
own eyes as a working class Aberdonian.
What did the oil industry give Aber-
deen? An American school to educate the
children of American workers brought in
to give their expertise. The decline of the

fishing industry—Peterhead is now a larger

fishing port than Aberdeen.

Certainly quite a few Aberdonians were
employed as roughnecks, roustabouts and
stewards, and to begin with it was ‘big
bucks’ but as there are virtually no unions
on the rigs, this did not last long.

Family life suffered

Nowadays, there is virtually no dif-
ference between unskilled labour wages on
and offshore. In Aberdeen itself, the oil
affected everyone, even if they didn’t have
oil related jobs. House prices rocketed,
new housing schemes were built, new
industrial estates sprang up and the cost of
living rose.

When T first left school I worked for a
firm that made hydraulic hoses and fittings.
I took home £29.50 for a week’s work in
1982.

Employment on the rigs didn’t always
have a good effect on family life, either.
Women whose husbands or partners work-

d offshore, two weeks on, two weeks off,

often felt lonely, isolated and missed the

chance to discuss their worries and stress.
Alcoholism amongst rig wives became a
problem and the men who had been in the
middle of the North Sea for two weeks
often hit the pub as soon as they arrived in
the heliport.

Then the price of oil dropped. Explora-
tion slowed down. Lots of redundancies

were made. Aberdeen, previously cushion-
ed from unemployment, suddenly had a
fast-growing problem. People who had
moved in started to move out. Houses that
had been built went up for sale. In areas
like the Bridge of Don and" Portlethen,
almost every second house was for sale.

The price of oil has picked up since then
and some people who were laid off have
got their jobs again after two years of
unemployment. But by no means all.

What will happen if the price drops
again? I dread to think. Will the boom city
become a gloom city?

By an Aberdeen nurse
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Broad Left CPSA NEC
and victories for Tony
Benn and Eric Heffer in
Labour leadership
elections.
CPSA Land Registry
section broad left.

Militant supporters in
Cardiff South and
Penarth CLP send May
Day greetings to the
labour movement.
Callaghan has gone but
the witch-hunt goes on.
Why not fight the Tories
instead?

Nottingham, Bulwell and
Hucknall Militant
supporters.

For a Benn/Heffer Labour
leadership and a socialist
Labour government.

Militant supporters on
Swansea Labour womens’
council say
“working class women
lead the fightback”.

May Day greetings from
UCW Militant supporters.
For one national
democratic fighting
communications union.

Militant supporters in
AEU Pilton branch
Edinburgh say:

No! to an undemocratic
merger. AEU members
need a strong union. Say
no to the EETPU!

Liverpool Riverside
Militant supporters send
May Day greetings to
black and white youth
fighting for workers’ unity
and socialism nationally
and internationally!

Fight for a socialist
Labour Party leadership
and organise for a
democratic union.
Bedford MSF 577 branch
Militant supporters.

Militant supporters in
Swansea East CLP.
‘Stop the rot’ A socialist
leadership for Labour.

Forward to a defeat of
the poll tax!
Forward to a Marxist
councillor.
Corstorphine North
Labour Party, Edinburgh.

Greetings to fellow
' socialists from Militant

supporters in Arundel CLP.

For a socialist leadership.

For unity against poll
tax!
We'll beat it in Scotland.
Don’t collect, don’t pay!
Federation of Edinburgh
anti-poll tax unions.

Greetings to trade
unionists worldwide
especially to NUS and
comrades in struggle.
Realism to us spells
socialism. Arun District
Trades Council.

TGWU Brighton branch
1/1347 supports the
seafarers.
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Speakers:
Peter Taaffe
John Macreadie
Doreen Purvis

7.30pm,

Tuesday
10 May

Lukullas Room
The Pavilion,
Bqurnemouth

MILITANT

~ Tories’ terms and.recom-

T Yo
members.

NUCPS

Civil service pay claim

ON 29 APRIL right-wing
general secretary, John
Ellis, reported that the
Treasury required the
Civil and Public Services
Association (CPSA) na-
tional executive commit-
tee to guarantee the fol-
lowing in return for an
increase in the current
offer from £5 to
£5.40:

By Steve Dunk,
national executive
member, personal

capacity

* Agree unanimously to
recommend such an offer
to the members.

* Commit CPSA to re-
enter talks on a long-term
pay system without any
preconditions. In other
words they want an end to
union resistance to pay
rises linked to annual
report markings, the int-
roduction of regional pay
and the downgrading of
jobs.

The Broad Left majority
on the national executive
committee rejected these
demands from the Tories
and tabled a motion for
annual conference seeking
the endorsement of the
membership  for _ this
decision.

: Peanuts

The 40 pence increase,
after deductions, is less
than the price of a packet of
peanuts, yet the general
secretary, together with
both BL84 and other right-
wing supporters, argued
that we should accept the

L ~
e
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In reality, for hterally a
few extra pence, they were

SRR BRI,

Reject ‘new’ offer
and strings

ther agitational material ex-
plaining the need to
prepare for industrial ac-
tion should the offer not be
improved, as agreed at the
special pay conference.

* Branches and area com-
mittees to arrange member-
ship information meetings

and rallies in towns/cities
and major workplaces to be
addressed by national ex-
ecutive members.

* Arrangements to be
made to ballot members
nationally by the end of the
first week of June on accep-
tance of the best offer
achieved by then, or indust-
rial action agreed at
CPSA’s pay conference.

We can win

The National Union of
Civil and Public Servants
(NUCPS) executive have
received an almost identical
offer from the Treasury for
their members in executive
grades. However, unlike
the CPSA executive, they
will be recommerding to
their conference, in line
with the Tories’ wishes, ac-
ceptance of the offer with
all its strings.

NUCPS conference s
taking place at the same
time as the CPSA's.

NUCPS  delegates must
reject their executive's
recommendation and join
with CPSA in a fight for a
decent pay rise for all our
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mined and united campaign
on pay. Substantial pay inc-
recases awarded to tap civil

clear that under no cir-

The emergency motion

Treasury to argue for a

* The production of fur-

IN MANY ways, 1988 will be a
watershed conference for CPSA.
Indeed, the very existence of the

civil service—and the union—is
under threat.

By Tom Taylor

branch secretary, DE London .

north, personal capacity

The Ibbs proposals are the first

‘stage in the strategy which leads to

the privatisation and hiving off of
areas such as DVLC, Passport
Office and the Employment Ser-
vice.

These plans are linked to the
Mueller proposals to introduce
more flexible working patterns
and the Youth Training
Scheme. ,

Private contractors will seek to
maximise their profits by employ-
ing fewer staff and paying lower
wages. More flexible working pat-
terns will pave the way for inc-
reases in productivity, making
fewer staff necessary.

'Mueller also recommends in-
dividual wage bargaining. This
would mean competing with YTS
trainees, used to earning £35 per
week.

Against this background it is
vital that the incoming national

executive launches an extensive

awareness campaign which draws’

together Ibbs, Mueller and
YTS

Motions 201 and 370 call for a
co-ordinated campaign of opposi-
tion, including industrial action,
in conjunction with other civil
service trade unions against the
Ibbs and Mueller ‘proposals.

Motion 393 reiterates our.op-
position to the introduction of
YTS until " management are
prepared to meet the safeguards
sought by the union.

Compliant

Undoubtedly, the Tories are
awaiting the outcome of the ex-
ecutive ~elections before pro-
ceeding with their plans. They and
their friends in the media are
hoping for a compliant right-wing
leadership who either support the
Tories’ policies or will do nothing
to stop them.

The intentions of the right wing
are revealed in Motion 27 which
argues that CPSA is the only civil
service union not to have
negotiated an ‘acceptable’ long-
term pay system. :

The ‘moderates’  election
literature claims that other unions

have ‘forged ahead’, citing
favourably the 19 per cent inc-
rease negotiated by the Inland
Revenue Staff Federation
(IRSF).

However, they ‘forgot’ to men-
tion that in exchange for this 19
per cent, the IRSF leadership
agreed to:

* Thousands of job losses.

* 3,560 downgradings.

* Acceptance of casuals to rep-
lace permanent staff.

* Acceptance of YTS.

* Acceptance of pay rises linked
to annual reports, in other words,
merit pay.

Any deal on this basis would be
totally wunacceptable to CPSA
members. National pay bargain-
ing and the ‘rate for the job’
would be abolished. Regional pay
would be used to reduce wages in
areas of high unemployment.
Merit pay would mean super-
visors determining standards of
living.

Such measures would shatter
the unity of the union. Member
would be set against member,
region against region. Our
ability to defend jobs and condi-
tions and the services we provide
would be severely weakened.

Therefore, we are in favour of a

settled system which maintains the
national unity of the union. Con-
ference must support motion 1
which rejects any form of
regional, performance, merit or
departmental pay, or local pay
additions.

We must stand firm in deman-
ding that any new system must
restore the ground we have lost in
recent years and tackle the outs-
tanding problems over pay.

Threats

Important resolutions covering
the health and safety of our
members should be backed by the
conference.

One (Motion 259) calls for
‘“regular health screening in of-
ficial time and on official
premises’’. Another (Motion 260)
wants a ‘‘campaign for on-site
cancer screening’’. The cam-
paigns must be linked to the fight
against health cuts and for a

properly funded NHS screening

service. : ;
Motion 270 calls for a pilot child
day-care scheme with other civil
service unions and a local authori-
ty to cater for children of all ages
over two months, affordable to
low-paid workers. It is clear that

offer.

~ Watershed conference for CPSA

the employer is not genuinely in-
terested in the welfare of staff if
basic questions such as child-care
and screening are not ans-
wered.

Cutbacks, low pay and a
deterioration in the service have
meant that our members are fac-
ing increasing pressures at work.
Assaults or threatened assaults
have taken place in literally every
department, especially in benefit-
paying departments.

There is a call (Motion 290) for
the national executive ‘‘to explore
ways of eliminating actual and
threatened violence, particularly
as a majority of CPSA members
are women''. Ways have to be
found to reduce violence and
counselling has to be provided for
victims.

But of course, it is the Tories’
violence through making cutbacks
in benefit, mass unemployment
and penalising the poor which
have pushed millions into a
desperate plight. This year’s
CPSA conference can make a ma-
jor contribution to ending that by
backing policies to mobilise and
fight back.

Next week we will look at some of
the issues coming up in the second
half of the agenda.

willing to agree to perfor- ;

conference mance and regional pay be- servants, judges and the
1988 ing imposed on members | military contrast sharply
by the back door. They - . . & B with the miserable offers to
Speaker- were also prcparcd to en- Members have shown their willingness to fight, time and time again. Photo: Dave Sinclair. CPSA and NUCPS

Tonv Mulhearn dorse a pay offer which in ; : members. |
4 ; real terms would lead to a  cumstances would we  to conference also calls for  substantially improved of- Our members are at the
7.30pm, further cut in living stan- recommend such an appall- the following steps to be fer with no strings attach- sharp. end in providing
Wednesday 11 dards for CPSA  ing deal to our members.  taken: . ed. essential services to the
May. Hop Inn members. Rather than solve the pro- % The union’s negotiators % Prompt and regular  public and the government.
Bl. k I ’ The Broad Left national blems of low pay, the offer to make a further im- reports to members on any ~ Now is the time to fight.
e o executive majority made it worsens them. mediate approach to the talks. We can win. Reject the



Action stations

ACTION STATIONS is a
glossy eight page leaflet, ad-
vertising London Underg-
round’s (LUL) pilot scheme
to be imposed on a section
of the Metropolitan line.
Following the King’s
Cross fire, management are
still intent on cutting staff-
ing levels on stations, even

after being advised not to by
the unions.
When the automatic

ticketing system comes into
effect, booking offices will
disappear, meaning less
staff. Management consider
this a ‘“‘challenge of new
technology’’ but the new
barriers, which come up to
shoulder height, have been
condemned by the fire
brigade and by the unions
on safety grounds.
Management only listens
to and acts upon profit.
They say that the undergr-

‘Eat, drink
andsleep

Nissan’

- -

ment look after the workers
with private health, pen-
stons and the like and help
you if you have trouble.
But they demand a price:
total company loyalty.

“You've no private life—
they want to know every-
thing. When you work for
Nissan your life gets sucked
into the company slip stre-
am. Your social life slowly
but surely evaporates.

“On the track you can’t
stop even if you're bursting
for the toilet. You have to
ring the emergency bell,
wait for the team leader
and then run to and back
from the toilet.

“If you're off you can’t
be on the sick. They phone
or visit to check you are at
home and then you put in a
lieu day.

“They expect you to eat,
sleep and drink Nissan.
Every job is signed for, so if
anything is wrong you have
to put it right in your own
time. Often, we have to
work over.

“They want people with
no other loyalty. In effect,
you marry Nissan. I know
stacks of lads who've lost
wives or girlfriends. Some
of the lads can only talk
about Nissan.

“They look after you if
you are for the company
but the price is too high.

“The engineering union
has a single-union agree-
ment but it has no kick.
There are union magazines
to read but you can’t take
them seriously. If you've a
problem, often the union
man is your superior. The
union is just a figurechead,
not to serve the members.”’

A Nissan worker spoke -
to Militant.

ound is now more profitable
because of ‘‘a planned prog-
ramme of reducing costs,
improving and simplifying
the fares structure, improv-
ing services and investment
in new equipment”’.
Costs have been reduced
through job cutting and
worsened wages and condi-
tions while the system still
relies on 20 year old trains
and wooden escalators.

“Superhuman

The document says: ‘“The
new system would work by
giving you more respons-
ibility and ensuring that you
have more time for cus-
tomer service and safety’’.
What a contradiction! The
new grade of station assis-
tant will be expected to be
‘“messengers, perform litter
cleaning, grafitti removal/

covering and any minor
maintenance’’ plus have
time for customer service
and safety with less staff on
stations. The only way all
these jobs could be done to
their full is if a superhuman
took the job.

On top of this, manage-
ment admit that some staff
will lose money. So as a
sweetener, a top-up will be
paid for 18 months. After
that it’s tough luck.

The scheme is proposed
to be in operation through-
out the system by 1991.

LUL claim there will be
no compulsory redundan-
cies and that the reduction
in staff levels will be achiev-
ed by other means: ‘“More
than 10 per cent of station
staffs leave to take up jobs
elsewhere.”’ Yes, because of
low wages, worsening con-
ditions shift working and

on the tubes

assaults.

Seniority is to be thrown
out in favour of ‘suitabil-
ity’. Inevitably, trade union
activists will be pushed into
the worst jobs.

A whole number of staff
meetings have been organis-
ed to sell this scheme, show-
ing videos and answering
questions, but the unions
have been refused the
chance to put their case in
these meetings.

We must demand:

*Seniority the basis for
promotion.

*Better wages and condi-
tions, not worse.

*A 35 hour week.

*No job losses.

*Workers’ control and
management of LUL.

By Andy Viner
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North East shipbu

Part of the mass meeting of North East shipbuilders workers in Sunderland on 23 April. Wit

ilders

Photo: Mark Pinder.

the sale of Govan, there are now fears that the Wearside yard will be sold off or even closed.

Re-instate ILEA steward

NALGO MEMBERS in the
Inner- London Education
Authority have responded
to the sacking of a shop

steward by walking out on

unofficial strike, demand-
ing his re-instatement and
an enquiry into his dismis-
sal

The steward, who had
seven years experience as a
careers officer with other
authorities before coming to
ILEA, was sacked for ‘‘fail-
ing to reach the required
standard’’.

The authority runs a six
month probation for new
staff, regardless of whether
they were doing the same
work beforehand. The car-
eers service shop stewards
committee has the position
that any form of proba-
tionary period or program-
me of assessment of staff in
terms of performance is

open to abuse by managers,
particularly at present in
light of cuts and re-
deployment.

Members are advised not
to take part in any form of

. assessment procedure.

IEEA management were
effectively refusing our call
for a mutually agreed code
of practice in line with
ILEA’s equal opportunities
policy.

The steward was sacked
on the basis of an assess-
ment of his work 16 weeks
after joining the authority
which took place without
his participation as he was

following union policy.

The Acas code of prac-.

tise-informing the Nalgo
district full-timer - before
disciplinary action was tak-
en against a shop steward-
was completely -ignored.
Members in Tower Ham-

lets struck for one day and
then other departments at
County Hall did the same
later in the week. Trade
union and Labour Party ac-
tivists are urged to rush
resolutions to Neil Fletcher,
leader of the ILEA, Deirdre
Wood, chair of the staffing
committee, and Herman
Ouseley, chief executive.

These should call for the

re-instatement of the sacked
steward and for the setting
-up of negotiations in line
with ILEA’s equal oppor-
tunities policy on the imp-
lementation of staff proba-
tion and assessment pro-
cedures. Silvertown fire-
fighters have already passed
such a resolution.

By a Nalgo member,
ILEA careers service

Industrial reports)

on 01-533 3311

What's happening in your workplace?
Phone in your reports to
the Industrial Editor

before 5pm on Monday.

News in Brief

Baroness Turner’s
‘career step’

THE NEW Employment
Bill is designed to dem-
ocratise the trade unions
and improve their man-
agement, according to
Lord Carr, a former Tory
employment minister.

However, he argued in
a Lords debate that these
aims were at odds with
the proposal to force
general secretaries to
stand for regular re-elec-
tion.

Baroness Turner mov-
ed an amendment to the
bill exempting all the top
executive posts in unions
from election to office if
they were selected by

‘competitive interview’.
She argued that these
posts were advisory in
function and especially in
white collar unions were
seen as a career step, not
a political move.
Talented people in pri-
vate industry “will not be
forthcoming” if they
need to be elected every

. five years, she said. Bar-

oness Turner, of course,
was the assistant general
secretary of the Associa-
tion of Scientific, Tech-
nical and Managerial
Staffs.

By Gwyn Morris.

NUJ Conference

THE NATIONAL Union of

Journalists’(NUJ) muddl-

an equally muddied ‘eco-
nomic package’ to solve
the financial crisis facing
the union—higher subs,
less service for members

file was having none of it.
It did not see why it
should pay for the finan-
cial incompetence at the
top of the union.

Many delegates were
furious that an increase
in subs could be propos-
ed when those NUJ
members who broke the
News International strike
at Wapping had been al-
lowed to get away with
withholding their subs to
the union for nearly a
year.

So on every ‘cost cut-
ting’ exercise, the leader-
ship were repeatedly
turned over by confer-

ence-left wing executive
members upset their
right wing counterparts
by wearing their name
tags upside down!
There were no strate-
gies, no campaigns, no
solutions  forthcoming
from the platform. They

- e e
of ordinary members as
their leadership seemed
powerless to stop the ad-
vance of the media
bosses.

They seem unable to
understand that a cam-
paigning union that is
prepared to meet the
newspaper owners head
on in struggle will revit-
alise confidence within
the union, which in turn
will rebuild the organisa-
tion and thus put its
financial affairs on a
firmer footing.

By an NUJ conference
delegate

Tyne District AEU

BROAD LEFT backed can-
didate, Davy Hall, has
been elected Tyne dist-
rict secretary of the
Amalgamated Engineer-
ing Union, beating right
winger, Alan Robson, by
3,190 to 3,029.

Not only is this the first
time the left have held

the position for over 20
years, but Alan Robson
was the delegate at the
recent national commit-
tee meeting who moved
that the union withdraw
support for sponsored
MP Ron Brown. He has
also backed witch-hunts
in the area.

Rolls Royce

THE DICTATORIAL man-
agement of the Barnolds-
wick Rolls Royce factory,
where | work, have not
had things all their own
way recently.

Last December, one
worker had booked extra
holidays well in advance
but was told he would
have to work over Christ-

~ mas.

The workforce voted
unanimously to ban over-
time. Despite big profits
last vyear, the latest
management wage offer
was less than inflation. It

meant a wage rise for
some and nothing at all
for apprentices in return
for completely unaccep-
table strings.

During the mass meet-
ing on the offer, the con-
venor warned that if it
was accepted, manage-
ment would be back for
more next year.

In a secret ballot which
followed the meeting, the

workforce voted 682 to

181 in favour of a ban on
overtime and a with-
drawal of goodwill.
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MILITANT MEETING

(immediately after FAB demo)

5 May

7.30-9.30
Dickens pub, Northington St,

Holbom, London WC 1

Defeat Alton’s Bill

working-class women back to the back
streéts.

On the Commons com- .
mittee discussing the Bill, Mildred Gordon MP
Alton has been strenuously speaks to Militant

opposed by MILDRED
GORDON, the Labour MP

on the grounds of handicap

committee. You really see

ortion—

PARLIAMENT is about to debate the Third
Reading of the Alton Bill to restrict women’s
right to have abortions after 18 weeks. If it is
allowed to pass, or amended to 24 weeks, this
reactionary measure will drive many desperate

Hgit

is not private business. This

HepuIS a/\a(j- .oxoq;

for Poplar and Bow. She  or disability. their naked contempt for  matter will affect millions
spoke to Militant about her But the terms of the  working-class. women. At  of women. There definitely
mt: m.dn ient mmm a on  point Dame Jil iecht should ve been a three- P

Tine whip. After all it is
Labour Party policy.
I can understand that

actually implied that some
women have abortions=to
avoid  getting  stretch

“THIS BILL represents
an attack on the rights of
women and if it is passed it

consultant  gynaecologist
now has to be one of the
two doctors involved. You

will increase the oppression
that women already face.

If the legal time limit is
set at 24 weeks, realistically
you will be talking about 22
weeks. Similarly 18 weeks
in practice will be 16,
because this Bill will have
created an atmosphere
where doctors will always
be on their guard.

It is also very clear that
the real intention of Alton’s
supporters is to make any
abortion illegal, regardless
of timescales.

The Bill is full of traps
for women. Take the
amendment by Sir Bernard
Braine on the question of
handicaps and disability.
They are making out that
this will enable there to be
exemptions after 18 weeks

can see how they could
extend this practice to all
abortions.

What happens if the
woman does not agree with
the consultant’s diagnosis
about the disability? Will
she have the right to ap-
peal? Will an ordinary
woman get help to seek a
second opinion, given that
time is a crucial factor?

There is such hypocrisy
over the question of han-
dicap or disablement. Al-
ton supporters are ‘pro-life’
until birth. They are never
to the fore when it comes to
fighting for more resources
once the child is born.

It has been a sickening
experience listening to
some of the comments
made by members of this

marks!

They talk a lot about
compassion for the foetus,
but they show absolutely
none whatsoever for or-
dinary women and the dif-
ficulties they face.

Disgraceful

Some of them like to
boast that they  are
members of charitable
committees which give han-
douts of baby clothes,
prams, etc. to single
parents. When I pointed
out that this was con-
descending to women, Ed-
wina Curric called out:
“Speak for yourself”.

As for Labour MPs who
are supporting Alton, |
think it is disgraceful! This

but they

The Labour Party should
have organised an effective
campaign to ensure that
this Bill was defeated.

Of course I want to see
an end to late abortions-it
is a very distressing ex- |
perience for women. That &
is why Labour should now ¥
go on the offensive and
table a Bill which will give g
women the right to an early %
abortion, at the same time
fighting for the resources
for the NHS which will
make this possible.”

some MPs who are , e
religious are having a crisis e .
of conscience,
should think of the misery
Yhey will cause by voting for
Alton. They will be respon-
sible for the deaths of many
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TR 5 MR O S e e conference. £220 was ralsed at the streets. £240 was raised on 15 | Nationsl : 390 4000
R [ A E the Scottish TUC conference and  the anti-Clause 28 demo. Sophle ~ [Toal 1 7% ] [
""" £90 at the Wales TUC con- Harrls alone raised £33 selling
------------------------------------------------------ ference. A striking seafarer from stickers on the demo. pool LPYS also raised £22 In an Halls, Brighton NCU, £20;
Liverpool donated £10. A Militant meeting In Brighton hour selling stickers. Southampton darts match £18;
Return to the Circulation Fighting Fund money continues on defending the NHS raised Many thanks to all our cont-  Girobank worker, Merseyside,
Department, Militant, 3/13 to be ralsed from the sale of £106.41 in cash. Rebecca Bank  ributors Iincluding: Dave Corkey,  £14.50; Garth Caddon, Newcas-
Hepscott Road, London E9 S5HB. Liverpool—a City that Dared to  a school student collected £22  Labour Counclllor, Tyneside, tle Nols, £10.00; Keith Toms,
Make cheques payable to Fight. An Inspiring letter was  on the Newcastle May Day mar-  £30; Martin Homby, Hartlepool  Harrow LP, £5.
| Misitant. | recelved along with a £10 dona-  ch. A Militant supporter in Liver- ~ GMB, £30; Ipswich soclal £25; C
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