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; TRUMAN SHOWS HIS TRUE COLOR 
Ex-President Truman's statement to the effect that 

if it were his place of business he would throw the 
Negro students out had everybody in my shop talking 
about it. 

They felt that this statement was the most 
brazen attack upon the Negroes of this country ever 
made by an ex-president. As a worker said: "You 
cannot tell what kind of animal you are voting for 
when you go to the polls and vote for a politician. 
It would have been impossible to pry those words 
out of Truman's mouth when he was running for 
President." 

He continued, "But what disturbs me is how these 
Negro leaders have reacted. Did you read the telegram 
that the NAACP here sent Truman? They asked him to 
meet with them. They felt the papers misquoted him or 
he was mis-informed about the demonstrations. Man, 
they were sure hoping Truman was going to let them 
off the hook, but he didn't. 

"Dr. Bunche said he would have felt better if Tru
man had said if he had a store of that kind of business 
it would never happen because it wouldn't have been 
segregated in the first place. What kind of talk is that 
from a leading Negro? Every human would feel better 
especially those that are discriminated against, if there 
was none in the first place." 

The sub head to an article in the March 27th issue 
of the Detroit Times reads: "No Compromise in Mid 
West Proposal on Civil Rights." Working people all over 
the country know that all past civil rights proposals 
were nothing but compromise with the South and this 
one more than any other. How can they throw this out 
as a vote catcher when none of the leading candidates 
has taken any position on it? 

The present bill has been before Congress for more 
than two months and civil rights bills have appeared 
before Congress ever since 1948. Every bill since that 
time has been practically meaningless. 

I have been listening to the Democrats' radio pro
gram every Sunday night and always hear some Demo
cratic politician discussing Civil Rights in a way that 
tries to leave one with the impression that if there were 
no Republicans we would have Civil Rights. Republicans 
and Democrats alike have all deprived the Negro of 
his civil rights. 

* * * 
When you listen to news reports they say that the 

number of wounded Africans has risen so high that the 
hospitals have run out of beds and bandages and as one 
Negro paper stated those killed are up in the thousands. 

One must ask the question how inhuman can one 
human being be to another. What is the meaning of 
the words justice, Christianity, democracy for all, 
world of peace? How does this sound in the ears of 
anyone who can hear the screams of women and 
little children in Africa today? 

Maybe the Negro leaders in America can not hear 
and maybe other leaders cannot hear, but I feel sure 
that millions of others here and throughout this world 
do hear and are trying desperately to let those black 
Africans know that they hear them, and that in some 
way will join hands of solidarity with them. 

OUR APOLOGIES 
Lack of space has prevented us from printing 

many reports. Some will appear in the next issue. 
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South Africa, South U.S.A. 
With the vicious use of tear gas and fire hoses to disperse Negro student 

dettionstrators in Baton Rouge", La., Marsh all, Texas, Orangeburg, S. C , Savannah, 
Ga., and Tallahassee, Fla., the white supremacists of South U.S.A. have shown their 
kinship to the savage totalitarian rulers in apartheid South Africa. 

30,000 SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS demon
strated before the Capetown police station demanding re
lease of their leaders. —Worldwide Photo 

Special to News and Letters 

p> NO ONE MOVED 
M o n t g o m e r y , Ala.—I am a junior at the State 

Teachers College and I am quite happy to send you this 
report of what has been happening here and tell you 
of some of the predicaments we find ourselves in. 

For more on student dem
onstrations see page 6 and 8. 

It all started when some girls 
were standing in the halls, 2 
at each table, asking us to fill 
out cards concerning whether 
we wanted a student council. 
"THE 14TH AMENDMENT" 

The president, Bernard Lee, 
suggested that we should have 
sit-down lunch counter strikes, 
and we all agreed. We pledged 
to it. The next day 35 students 
went down to the City Court 
Kc use to be served. 

We all marched in two's and 
the waitress just stared at us, 
as though it was just a dis
grace. She came over to the 
first table and she asked, "What 
do you all want?" One boy, 
loud, "We want to be served." 
"Served, what do you mean?" 
"Of course served!" By that 
time she went into the main 
office and brought out the 
manager. He asked the same 
question and they told him the 
same thing:. 

He said, 'What rights do you 
have here?" One fellow, loud, 
"The 14th amendment." We 
just stood and stood. Finally 
in about 10 minutes there were 
cops just pouring in the doors. 

They asKed a lot of questions. 
They asked us our names but 

we refused to tell them, only 
that we were students at the 
c o l l e g e . The photographers 
made it there by that time and 
they just started taking pic
tures. We turned our backs, in 
this way they couldn't identify 
us but they did take close up' 
snap shots arid they took them 
over to the president's office, 
and he had to identify the 
students. 

We went home and back to 
school. The next day the stu
dent council met and we sug
gested that we would have an
other meeting, at a church this 
time. We kept our meeting off 
the campus. After this meeting 
we said we were going to have 
another strike but it rained 
on the day planned and we 
didn't make it. The next day 
was Saturday and although we 
had planned to go we refused. 
Oh, it was awful, there were 
people standing all over, espe
cially by the 10c stores. They 
had bats and little brown paper 
bags and one 'lady got hit by 
a bat. 
"DEMOCRACY 
DIED TODAY" 

That same night we held a 
meeting and we suggested that 
we would go up to the capital. 
The following morning, Sunday 

(Continued on Page 6) 

For more on So. Africa see 
"Two Worlds" on page 5 and 
"Our Life & Times" on page 
8. 

Despite this use of force, 
added to mass arrests and the 
harrassing imposition of insult
ing local "laws," the young 
freedom fighters of the South 
refuse to be intimidated. Far 
from abating, the sitdown 
movement and mass demonstra
tions for basic human rights 
grow daily in scope and volume. 
YOUNG FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS 

Since Feb. 1, when four 
Negro students from the Agri
cultural and Technical College 
in Greensboro, N.C., staged 
the first sitdown at the segre
gated lunch counter of S. H. 
Kress & Co., thousands of 
courageous young Negroes have 
spontaneously demonstrated in 
more than 60 cities in Virginia, 
North Carolina, Georgia, Ala
bama, Florida, Tennessee, Lou
isiana, and Texas. Even in 
lynch-ruled Mississippi, t h e 
movement has had startling ef
fects. While they have not yet 
sat down at lunch-counters, 
they have initiated a successful 
boycott of stores with segrega
ted lunch-counters. 

Since the dictatorship of the 
deep South was breached by 
the demonstration of 3000 
Negro students in the capi
tal city of Baton Rouge, 
La., on March 31, the Missis
sippi racists daily fear the 
march of the freedom fighters 
in that state as well. Their 
lynchers who go scot free at 
all times are not made of the 
fibre of the 400 Negroes in 
South Carolina who were 
marched into a compound for 
"breach of peace" charges al
though it was the police who 
turned the fire hoses on them 
while the courageous demon
strators waited .though soaked, 
in the 40-degTee cold for their 
trials! 

Not only have the young 
freedom fighters stood firm 
in the face of police threats, 
they have also taken the 
measure of the Uncle Toms 
Who head the Negro colleges 
and have expelled student 
demonstrators at the behest 
of the white officials. 
At Southern University, for 

example, in Baton Rouge, La., 
over 4000 of the 5400 students 
enrolled in that all-Negro col
lege, signed withdrawal slips 
on April 4, in protest against 
president Felton Clark's ex
pulsion of 18 demonstrators. 
With confidence and self-dis
cipline they are resisting every 
effort to intimidate or to bribe 
them. 

The example of the Southern 
protest movement has electri
fied Negro and white youth 
throughout the country, includ
ing some in the South itself. 
Sympathy demonstrations by 
high school and college stu
dents are daily reported on 
from every major campus and 
in every major city from New 
"England to Oregon, from New 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Chrysler Conditions Worsen, Union 
Stifles Workers' Protest 

L o s A n g e l e s — T h i s w e e k o u r u n i o n h a d o n e of i t s 
l a r g e s t m e e t i n g s i n a l o n g t i m e . F o r t h o s e w h o w o n d e r 
w h y u n i o n m e m b e r s s t a y a w a y f r o m u n i o n m e e t i n g s , 
t h i s i s a n a t t e m p t t o s h o w w h y . 

The conditions . in the plant* 
are very bad. Since the begin
ning of this model there has 
been a constant speed-up, fir
ings, and intimidation of the 
work force. There was talk of 
a strike in September, but the 
union said it would be playing 
into the company's hands to 
strike during the steel strike. 
After the steel strike they said 
nothing. 

Now there is talk of layoffs 
and more speed-up. The lay
off is to hit the office work
ers, skilled workers and the 
new hirees. There is also talk 
of a midsummer shut down 
for two or three months. With 
conditions going from bad to 
worse some people decided to 
go to the union meeting. The 
feeling at the meeting; was to 
strike, wildcat or legally, to 
do something about the con
ditions. 

"MIDDLE OF THE ROAD" 
COMMITTEEMAN 

A Committeeman made a safe 
little speech. He said that he 
too wanted to strike and he 
wanted to stay out until we won 
every issue of the strike, but he 
wanted International support 
from the beginning to the end 
of any strike. 

Then the union President 
made his speech.- He said he 
•was opposed to any form of 
strike, wildcat or legal. He 
wanted to work out any differ
ences we might have directly 
with the company. This is an 
ambitious man. He is willing to 
negotiate all season with the 
company over anything, as long 
as we keep working and don't 
strike. After all, a strike that 
disrupts production isn't a very 
good reference for a president 
who may be desiring a position 
in an I n t e r n a t i o n a l which 
frowns on strikes. 
WHO STRANGLES LABOR? 

Also, in the union paper this 
month the President wrote an 
article titled, "Taft-Hartley Law 
Strangles Labor." (It's a COPE 
appeal lor money, since the 
Taft-Hartley Law makes it 
illegal for labor unions to con

tribute money to candidates in 
a federal election, but Big Busi
ness can contribute all it 
wishes.) I feel that this negoti
ating type of union president 
has done more to strangle labor 
than the Taft-Hartley Law ever 
dreamed of doing. 

I left the meeting with little 
hope of a strike, but just an
other round of negotiations 
instead. But with more intimi
dations, layoffs, speed up and 
continued firings facing the 
workers they are still to be 
heard from. 

—Production Worker 

Process of Elimination 
Through Automation 

Detroit—What they are after 
at Chrysler now is to eliminate 
the older men and the ones 
that are not at work every day. 
Even though the company re
alizes that when the man takes 
a day off a week it's because 
he can't keep pace with those 
machines. The job is killing 
him.. 

Elimination is something that 
the company uses. If some have 
5 absences in a month they 
eliminate him and replace him 
with whomever they choose 
without regard to seniority. 

The company calls this the 
"Process of Elimination." A 
worker added, "Through Au
tomation." 

The way they fire you is 
they give you a penalty for 
being out, maybe 3 days, maybe 
3 weeks, at the end of which 
time you are supposed to re
turn to work. But now they 
can send you a telegram the 
very first week you're off and 
say to come in and clear out 
and that means you're out for 
good. 

Automation not only- kills 
you on the job but now if you 
try to rest up a bit so you 
don't drop dead the company 
doesn't want you there at all. 

The Working Day 
By Angela Terrano 

NEGRO AND WHITE 
At a Harlem Rally in support 

of the Southern students, a 
participant, a w h i t e student, 
Artis Gans from South Carolina 
said, "Don't applaud me. You 
should applaud these students 
(pointing to the Negro students) 
for they're s a c r i f i c i n g their 
lives, their families lives, their 
present education, their future 
livelihoods, and their status in 
the community." 

White students in the South 
have come out into the open in 
support of the demonstrations. 
They have come out to be coun
ted and indeed they have, for in 
these peaceful demonstrations 
on the part of the students it 
has been the fascist type white 
—who find glory in keeping 
people, h u m a n beings segre
gated—that have used the bru
tal force of mailed fists against 
these white students. They have 
been singled out for these beat
ings because their skin is white 
and they dare stand beside the 
Negro students. 

There are indications Jhat 
many more whites in the South 
have seen that "the Southern 
way of life" is not quit the best 
way of life. A friend tells me 
that in Durban, North Carolina, 
there are groups that are made 
up of, if not more, then as many 

whites as Negro members, all 
out to break down discrimina
tion. 

It was a little less than 100 
years ago that a battle that was 
fought on the battle fields had 
been won, but the battle to re
construct the South with the 
freedman as the basis wasn't 
even given a chance. The gentle
man's agreement between the 
North and the South left the 
freedman with little better than 
he had before. 
A NEW VISION 

Ever s i n c e that time the 
Negro people have had to fight 
for every right that most other 
citizens take for granted. Once 
since the Civil War have Negro 
and white in the South bonded 
together and that was in the 
Populist -Movement of the far
mers. 

For sure you can say it is 
about time that this has hap
pened again. But I would rather 
extend hands in solidarity from 
the North to the South of this 
nation. In this year of 1960 the 
Southern Negro students have 
given the impetus to the South
ern white s t u d e n t s to stand 
erect and gain a new vision for 
the future. 

So . . . they shot him 
One of the bosses told me 

about a little episode in 
Russia where they had a 
train wreck. He told me 
that they checked to see 
what c a u s e d it. . In the 
course of t h e i r investiga
tion they checked a pin— 
which wasn't the cause of 
the wreck, however. But 
they took a micrometer and 
found it was undersize. So 
they took the guy out and 
shot him. 

I asked him if he was 
telling me that that was the 
way he wanted things in 
this country? He said, "No, 
no, of course not. I was 
just telling you how precise 
they are and make sure 
every job you do is right." 
But he was trying to make 
a parable about the waste 
around the mill, allright. 

It was all because there 
was a big pile of material 
on the floor which if some
body didn't clean it up, 
would have been pushed^ into 
the rubbish. We're supposed 
to separate the whole bricks 
from the broken bricks and 
save them. But in the mill, 
when you get ready to tear 
anything down, w h a t e v e r 
goes down, goes down and 
they put it in a truck and 
haul it away. What they want 
us to do is save it all. 

—Steel Worker 

Negro Steelworkers 
Find Upgrading 
A Sham 

HOMESTEAD, Pa.—As far as 
I can see, the Negroes in the 
mill are at a standstill. Of the 
ones that are supposed to be 
upgraded and in skilled jobs, 
there's oly one that I know of 
who's actually working at the 
job, the other two are only 
"labels." One told me he's ex
pecting to go on the job "this 
year or next" in the electrical 
shop. The other one is with the 
millwrights. And I think his 
job is in question. So out of all 
those men in the mill, one man 
has made it. 

The men complain about it. 
But the company says it's one 
big hapy family out at the mill. 
If you start to raise sand about 
anything they'll give you a job 
far away from anybody else— 
or else an easy one to keep you 
quiet. They put the "trouble
makers" and "agitators," as 
they call them, off where they 
don't come in contact with any
body else. It's happened to quite 
a few of the men who's been 
speaking up for better jobs. 
After they get the guy off 
where he can't talk to the 
others, they say they're looking 
into whatever he was yelling 
about, All the while they're 
soliciting another man for that 
job, and slide that one in. 

Or they'll tell him they lost 
his record and don't know how 
much time he's got. They still 
manage to keep him down, by 
some means. 

We had a shining example 
of our happy family the other 
day. A fellow died and they 
don't even know what funeral 
parlor he's in or anything. 
All they know is that he's 
dead. And that he's going to 
be buried. That's how close 
it is. That's supposed to be 
one big happy family! 

Boycott Woolworth's! 

Steelworkers Fear Layoff 
As Speedup Hits New High 

PITTSBURGH, Penna. — The 
guys at our mill that arej still 
working figure that time is 
going to catch up with all of 
them. There's a g u y who 
planned to buy a new car. He's 
been counting on it for several 
months, and had half his money 
saved. He's still working, but 
he's afraid to put anything on 
the car because if something 
happens—like a layoff—he'll 
lose his initial down payment 
and the car too. He's holding 
off. 

Another guy was planning on 
buying a big freezer. He said 
if he had six months of 5 flays 
work he could swing it. Now 
we're getting 4 days, he had 
sickness in the family that 
threw him back, so he doesn't 
know if he can get it now or not. 

Everybody has plans. Just 
like when they set the dead
line for the strike. You gear 
yourself up to that point— 
you just can't figure any fur
ther. The men figure in terms 
of 6 months now. You don't 
know what the future will 
hold in store for you. 

A lot of guys were out of 
work a whole year, and now 
Iron Age says we're going to 
work 6 months. I don't think 
there'll be that much the way 
they're going. 

The pace they're setting i s 
breaking all kinds of records. 
Every time you turned around 
the guys were getting cigars for 
breaking production records, 

At first the t o n n a g e was 
based on the highest producing 
furnace. When that was topped, 
they set it up furnace against 
furnace, like an intersquad com
petition. And then it became 
man against man. 

Now they have it so geared 
up that if one furnace out-pro
duces another, they give it a 
plaque. But the plaque is made 
so that one name can replace 
another, and keeps traveling 
around to the high production 
furnaces. Like Sunday School. 

This is supposed to be in
centive, but its really money 
in the company's pocket. I be
lieve I smoked more cigars 
last year than any time since 
I worked in the mill. Every-
time you looked around they 

. were passing out cigars. Only 
you know something — you 
can't buy a thing with those 
cigars! 

TO M.D. 

HOW MUCH 
EXHAUST CAN 
A MAN STAND? 

Detroit—I would like to know 
one thing from M.D.—just how 
much fresh air does a man re
quire in his body every day? 
In an auto plant we don't get 
very much. We get dust and 
exhaust—just how much ex
haust is a man's body sup
posed to withstand? 

In a years time what effect 
would this exhaust have on a 
man? And it is not exhaust 
alone, there's gas. You take 
arc welding—that rod is throw
ing off a gas and the machine 
is throwing off a gas. What 
does this do to the man? 

This job is going to get worst 
yet. The sun hasn't been able 
to shine on us yet. This sum
mer they'll be able to see who 
can stand it. It may be some 
of the younger men will but I 
know the men that are over 
45 won't be able to. 

Summer is going to be tough. 
It was hot in there when the 
temperature outside was 25 
degrees, what is it going to be 
like when it gets to be 95 de
grees outside? The building is 
going to be even hotter than 
that. It's going to be murder 
all right. 

I would likev to know what 
does all this do to a man, if 
he can stand it? 

Way of the World 
By Ethel Dunbar 

"THIS LOW DOWN WAY" 
The only way for the Negro 

to get their equal rights is to 
fight for them- No white mam; 
in the White House is willing 
to give up anything to the col
ored without a fight. We color
ed people know that we are 
living in a modern world these 
days. Why catt't we live mod
ern like the whites? Some 
whites still think of that crazy 
backward way as what Negroes 
should live under. 
PEOPLE OF THE U.S. 

We black folks have to fight 
to have some changes made in 
this low down United States. 
These people in Washington 
and the white people in the 
deep South have treated the 
question of eivil rights as a big 
joke. Will it take them another 
100 years to give to the colored 
people the right just to sit and 
eat and go in any public place 
just as the whites? We black 
people are not trying to run 
over the white race. We' just 
want to be free.. We are people 
of the United States and not 
bears and deers, just a black 
human race as you whites are. 
JOHN BROWN . . . 

Come to think about it your 
white leaders have gotten some 
of the big leading Negroes to 
act like Uncle Toms. But some-; 
thing must be done. We black 
folks got to be free, and noth
ing will stop us. 

You can pick up a book about: 
John Brown and read and sec 

where he said you can kill me 
for making trouble but until 
you whites free the Negro peo
ple you'll never quit having 
trouble. 
HARRY TRUMAN 

You whites can see what a 
mistake that you have been 
making trying to keep the 
Negro down for so long. Now 
I know that the whites have 
treated the colored people so 
bad for so long until they 
think it is right. 

But Negroes are tired of be
ing looked at as if they are 
nobody, when we know that we 
are somebody. Ex - president 
Truman who has gotten to be 
so smart in speaking so hard 
and low down about what h e 
would do to the colored peo
ple if they would, come int« 
his lunch room is saying he 
would just kick them out, just 
like that. But I bet that would 
be the last kicking he would 
do. 

You know that some people 
get to be too smart and think 
they can't make mistakes but 
they can. I think Mr. Truman 
has made one by saying what 
he did. The Negroes are say* 
ing that they will never vote 
Democratic again and I am 
with them all the way. Only I 
would add both the Republi
cans and Democrats treat the 
colored in this low down way. 
I don't think there is any dif
ference between them. 
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Bulletins Confederation Is Accused 
of Sellout on 40-H. Week 

8 M W 8 S W S 

Unionist Asks: 
•Is Closed Shop 
Now Obsolete?' 

Is the Closed Shop now out 
of date? I ask this question 
because of my past experience 
in some factories in which the 
attitude of some of the lads 
(and certainly that of the local 
branch officials) did more to 
prevent organisation than to 
assist it. 

When you get a shop that is 
only half organised, the union 
members are only too often 
apt to regard the rest as if 
they were non-existent. Yet ob. 
Viously they do exist and ac
cording to the latest figures 
more than half of those entitled 
to join a union have not, or 
will not do so. 

Moreover, last year for the 
first time since the end of the 
war, total union membership 
dropped quite substantially. 

The reason for this is too in
volved td s o into here, but put 
simply it could be said that 
some 60 per cent of the com
mon people no longer regard 
the unions as serving their true 
interests. 

In such circumstances the 
aim of all trade unionists 
should be to promote agree
ment, unity and understand
ing with those who are not 
union members. 

Perhaps even a common 
works committee representing 
both union and non-union 
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free 

British Editorial 
Committees 

LONDON: 
T48 Wakefield Street, 
East Ham, London, Eo 

The London Committee meets 
every Thursday, 8-10 p.m. 
sharp, alternately in East Ham 
and Hackney. 

SCOTLAND: 
31 Balbeg Street, 
Glasgow, S.W.I. 

"MARXISM AND FREEDOM" 
(see advertisement on page 6) 
can be obtained, price 32s., 
post free from either of the 
British Editorial Committees. 

workers could be formed. The 
main thing is that all the lads 
should be united and or
ganized. 

This does not necessarily 
mean that they must join this 
union or that union, but that 
they should all be united on 
the shop floor, not at the 
branch but unity on the shop 
floor -— that is what counts 

I know that these remarks 
will cause many old-timers to 
bristle with indignation, but I 
do not apologise for anything 
that needs saying. In too many 
cases the closed shop has the 
opposite effect of that intended. 
Only too often does it succeed-
in dividing the workers. 

— Life-Long Trades Unionist 

Readers 9 Views 
South African Revolt 
A great number of people 

seem to be shocked by the 
South African incidents. It 
doesn't look as if the South 
African whites will be able 
to hold out much longer 
against mounting determina
tion. The question is how a 
revolution can take place 
without a terrible amount of 
bloodshed. 

Close Friend 
Dagenham 

Editor's Note: Who is us
ing violence? See "Two 
World's," page 5. 

* * * 
Subscribe to 

NEWS & LETTERS 
I joined the Labour Party 

because I deplored the sad 
state of affairs into which 
it had sunk, and thought it 
would be a good thing if 
more real socialists joined. 
As for the local C.N.D., they 
don't do very much. Per
sistence and imaginative 
effort is needed to show 
any results . . . I think I 
would sell a few News & 
could sell a few News & 
Letters . . . I would like to 
see all those in this country 
Who want to see a real 
people's democracy here get
ting together for some unit
ed action. Perhaps News & 
Letters with its new inter-
national development might 
be instrumental to this end. 

Teacher 
East London 

• • • • ' . * - * * 

As Revolutionary Social
ists we are of course inter
ested in workers' move
ments and ideas, local, na
tional, and international. The 

Branch agreed to take copies 
of News & Letters, and I 
accordingly enclose P.O. for 
7/6d. It is our desire and 
hope that one day all left 
and progressive organiza
tions will work together. 

I.L.P. Secretary 
* * * 

Defends E.T.U. 
(This letter was sent to De
troit rather than to London 
or Glasgow.) 

Your Correspondent from 
Scotland makes great play of 
Communist organsation to se
cure the election of CP or 
sympathetic candidates. 

What do the Catholics do? 
(Here I would point out that 
much of the anti-CP vote 
seems t obe going to Catho
lic Action supported candi
dates.) While tiie anti-CP'ers 
do the same as the CP'ers in 
the branches, these stalwarts 
of democracy do not stop 
there. Every capitalist news
paper in Britain features 
their candidates, and many 
of these anti-CP candidates 
write lavish articles, appear 
on TV and radio, and think 
n o t h i n g of using every 
weapon open to them to beat 
the CP'ers. 

I believe that any union 
grievance of the sort claimed 
by the main anti-CP group 
(namely, Byrne, B l a i f o r d , 
Canon, Reno, etc.) should be 
thrashed out in the union. 

In my branch of nearly 
600 members, I know of 
about 4 Communists. 

It is claimed that ballots 
are rigged, returns falsified, 
etc. Facts that do not reach 

(Continued on Page 5) 

LONDON ARRESTS 
The morning after Sharp-

ville, South Africa House in 
London was the scene of surg
ing p r o t e s t demonstrations 
which kept up for days follow
ing- Among the dozens arrest
ed was reader L. Otter. Fined 
6, he chose 28 days in jail, 
but was later released after his 
fine was paid by friends. 

* * * * 
SHARPVILLE PROTEST 

Ford Body Group shop stew
ards, "more than ever deter
mined to make the boycott of 
S- African goods a success," 
wrote to Mr. Macmillan and the 
S. African High Cmmissioner 
in London, following the Sharp-
ville massacre: "We are revolt
ed by the racialist policies of 
the South African government 
which have now led to this 
cold-blooded murder of men, 
women, and children who were 
demonstrating for the most 
elementary democratic rights." 

* * * 
"SECRET" FORD PACT? 

The Ford Motor Co. will start 
to build a new plant near Liver
pool (with state aid) in 2 years 
time. Leaders of 20 unions, 
who now have members in 
Fords, have a'cused the A.E.U. 
and N.UG.M.W. bosses of sharp 
practice in allegedly negotiat
ing an agreement—on which 
Fords will not comment—giv
ing these 2 unions advantages 
covering pay and working con
ditions, when it comes to tak
ing on labour for the proposed 
new plant. 
. . Sidelight: It is just the lead
ers of these 2 unions who came 
out with "revelations" recently 
that the National Shop Steward 
Movement was "plotting" to 
wreck the economy with a 
series of wildcat strikes. 

Boycott So. African Goods! 

TUC Orders ETU to 
Act on Rigging Charge 

The General Council of the 
Trades U n i o n Congress has 
g i v e n the Executive of the 
Electrical Trades Union until 
25th April to take a stand on 
the ballot rigging alleged by 
many rank and file members 
of the E.T.U. The G e n e r a l 
Council insists that the E.T.U. 
must either take legal action 
against the newspapers and 
others who made the charges, 
or accept an inquiry into the 
allegations, by a "person of 
judicial standing and ability." 

The eleven members of the 
E.T.U. Executive contain a 
majority of Communist Party 
members and close supporters 
the result of their policy of 
"capturing" the commanding 
heights of the unions since 
they began to support the last 
war. Only a tiny fraction of 
E.T.U. members are members 
or sympathizers of the C.P., 
hence the alleged resort to 
fake Voting returns. 

The E.T.U. bosses will frame 
their reply to the T.U.C. bos
ses in a week or two. Rejection 
of the proposals is likely to 
mean the union's suspension 
from membership of the T.U.C. 
though this will not mean any 
serious disadvantage to the 
union. It will leave the Execu
tive free to deal with the oppo
sition as it sees fit. 

Ballot rigging is practiced to 
some extent wherever a min
ority section gains control. 
This is no excuse for the C.P., 
who are preparing to isolate 
the E.T.U. members in order 
to preserve the jobo of their 
politicos. 

A sell-out is the only con
clusion I can draw from the 
acceptance of a 42-hour week 
by the leaders of the Confed
eration of Engineering Unions. 

The claim was for a 40-hour 
week plus a £ 1 rise. The new 
42-hour Week means not only 
that the 40-hour week has re-
ceeded two or three years into 
the future, but also that there 
will be no wage increase this 
year, and probably not next 
year either. 

The union leaders have ac
cepted this rebuff without even 
the pretence of a fight, with
out consulting the members, 
and, as far as the A.E.U. is 
concerned, in direct violation 
of the decisions of our own 
National Committee. 

The o r d i n a r y engineering 
worker is getting sick of the 
spectacle of t h e modern T.U. 
leader drinking cocktails with 
the employers one night, ap
pearing on a T.V, quiz show 
another, and then "negotiating" 

Bosses Tell Union: 
Jake Action Against 
Unofficial Strikes' 

Glasgow — The G l a s g o w 
Chamber of Commerce is tell
ing the trade unions that they 
must take action against un
official strikes. The monthly 
journal of this organization of 
employers refers to the strikers 
as "Modern Machinery Smash
ers," and tells the Union that 
if the possession of a union 
card is a passport to a job, it 
ought to be surrounded for cer
tain offences. 

The T.U.C, it says should 
have more power, and the 
Parliament s h o u l d consider 
putting more power into the 
hand of the V.U.C. The journal 
goes further and suggests that 
the T.U.C. should become a sort 
of Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies. 

How these employers have 
changed in their attitude to the 
T.U.C. since the days when the 
T.U.C. called the General 
Strike of 1926. Since then, of 
course, the leaders of the 
T.U.C. have been granted titles 
by the Queen. It acts with the 
employers on the Productivity 
Council. 

The leaders forget that they 
owe their positions to men who 
f o u g h t "unofficially" and 
"illegally" in the past. They 
owe their positions to men who 
went to prison for the right 
to organize. These men were 
real leaders of the workers, 
They drew no salaries, and they 
suffered with their fellow 
workers. 

The employers have the mea. 
sure of the present-day leaders 
when they start to give them 
instructions. 

SPEED-UP WALK-OUT 

Fords tried to extend speed
up on the new Anglia to the 
metal finishing line, and 110 
men downed tools and walked 
out 2 hours early. Next day, 
they put in 2 hours on the 
line then packed up at 9 a.m. 

with the employers the next, 
and then a week after that ac
cusing his members of being 
"wild oats." 

I note that some newspapers 
try to make out that a shorter 
working week is in fact a dis
guised wage increase, but how 
can this be? Less than 50 per 
cent in engineering work get 
any overtime at all, and those 
who do get the big money only 
get it because they work full 
overtime plus their bonus, and 
if they get 2 men's money, be
lieve you me they do 3 or 4 
men's work for it. 

I ask: What's the use of a 
shorter working week without 
more money and less overtime? 
How can you separate the fight 
for a shorter working week 
from the fight for a wage in
crease? What's the use of a 
40-hour week to a man who has 
to work over 50 hours? 

Despite the fact that £ 2 0 
a week and more can be made 
in some plants, the fact re
mains that the basic rates in 
engineering are low. Many still 
get less than £ 8 per week, 
and bonus and overtime do not 
change that fact. 

—A.E.U. Member 
London 

Ford Worker Tells of 
Time Study Pressure 

D A G E N H A M . — I t was a 
pleasure to read the views of 
other workers who have dis
covered how they and their 
families are prostituted for the 
capitalists' benefit . . . Nothing 
dullens the mind surer than 
manual labor. 

The time study "crooks" are 
in a fix. If they report to the 
management that they have 
timed a job so perfectly that 
the "times" cannot be bettered, 
they find themselves out of st 
job. So they must periodically 
re-time jobs and "improve" on 
timings if they wish to eat. 

I think Fords (Dagenham) 
must be the only firm in Eng
land where machines improve 
with age, and men work faster 
as they get older. In time-
and-motion study parlance this 
is termed "efficiency,", 

* * * 
Many of us take flasks of 

tea to save the 3d. charged . 
by the canteen. The men with 
large families (4 children or 
more) can barely afford the 
cheapest of meats; in those 
homes, the family "week-end 
joint" is a tin of Australian 
stewed steak. 

While the s h a r e h o l d e r s 
"rough it" in the South of. 
France dining on smoked 
salmon, the Ford w o r k e r 
munches fish paste sandwiches, 
unable to afford the modestly 
priced canteen meals. A "bare 
week's" wages are not as high 
as most people outside believe. 

When the local paper prints 
rot about Ford's £ 2 0 - £ 3 0 - a -
week workers, not a word of 
correction comes from the man
agement. This is to be ex
pected. For, if at any time the' 
workers aire forced to strike, 
the "community" c o n d e m n s 
them; and the management 
wear a halo they do not deserve. 

—Rank-and-Filer 
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Editorial 
LABOR BUREAUCRACY'S ELECTIONEERING 

T h e only t i m e in r ecen t yea r s t h a t the labor 
b u r e a u c r a c y has gone all out for a mass mee t ing oc
c u r r e d r ecen t ly w h e n t h e Democra t i c P a r t y of t h e 
Middle Wes t he ld i ts conclave in Det ro i t . Os tens ib ly 
cal led to fight for t h e F o r a n d Bil l r e la t ive to medica l aid 
for the aged, t h e m o n s t e r ra l ly m t h e S t a t e Fa i r G r o u n d s 
w a s used to p a r a d e t h e va r ious Democra t i c hopefuls . 

Democra t s & Republ icans Al ike Voted Landrum-Gr i f f in 
T h e labor b u r e a u c r a c y h a s cha ined itself wi l l ingly 

enough and for m a n y yea r s to t h e m o r e " l ibe ra l " p a r t y 
of t h e capi ta l is t c lass: t h e Democra t s . B u t here tofore , 
t h e y h a v e had some labor issue on w h i c h t h e Democra t s 
shone by c o m p a r i s o n w i t h the Republ icans . Thus 
T r u m a n w o n hand i l y aga ins t a l l professional guessers 
b y ve to ing t h e Taf t -Har t l ey L a w . 

This session of Congress is charac te r ized b y a less 
noisy M c C a r t h y i s m b u t m o r e vicious labor legis lat ion: 
t h e Landrum-Gr i f f in Bill . No t a s ingle one of t h e m a n y 
hopeful Democra t ic asp i ran ts for the P res idency opposed 
th is bill . 

On the con t ra ry . Not only did they join the i r 
Repub l i can colleagues in the a lmost u n a n i m o u s vote 
for this ant i - labor labor law. The inspi ra t ion for th is 
p iece of to ta l i t a r i an legislat ion came from a Com
m i t t e e headed by t h a t ant i - labor racist , t he S o u t h e r n 
Democra t , Sena to r McClel lan. B u t so shameless is 
t h e capi tal is t ic n a t u r e of t h e labor b u r e a u c r a c y t h a t 
th is acts as no d e t e r r e n t to t h e labor bu reauc racy ' s 
e lect ioneer ing. No w o n d e r t h e r a n k and file's opposi
t ion to t h e labor b u r e a u c r a c y is r each ing n e w w h i t e 
hea t propor t ions . 

R a n k & Fi le Opposi t ion 
Recent ly var ious opposi t ion groups as the one in 

F l i n t on m a k i n g the un ion m o r e democra t ic h a v e go t ten 
publ ic i ty . B u t w h a t is not ref lected in t h e press a re the 
var ious r a n k and file g roups w h o are m e e t i n g quie t ly in 
homes as we l l as in ha l l s a n d ra i s ing t h e m o r e po in ted 
ques t ions as to t h e control of p roduc t ion at t h e shop 
level . 

T h e la tes t ind igni ty suffered b y t h e w o r k e r s i n 
a u t o m a t e d indus t r ies revolves a round w h a t is called 
"E l imina t ion"—the m a n n e r in w h i c h m a n a g e m e n t , 
w i t h t h e connivance of t h e labor b u r e a u c r a t s , is 
c i r cumven t ing senior i ty r igh t s in o rde r to lay-off 
w h o m they p lease w h e n t h e y p lease a s t h e speed 
of t h e l ine e l iminates all b u t the s turdies t . 

A t one of these meet ings , one w o r k e r said: 
"These a re th ings t ha t w e a re g radua l ly faced wi th , 

t h e y don ' t do i t al l in one day. W e even k n o w the un ion 
h a s agreed w i t h t h e company on this . So m a n y absences 
in a m o n t h and you a re subjec t to be . discipl ined by a 
w e e k off or a m o n t h off. In th is con t rac t t h e r e is some 
a g r e e m e n t n o w t h a t a n y one d a y you a r e out you cal l 
in and ge t a code n u m b e r a n d y o u in t u r n h a v e to cal l 
u p t h e un ion a n d give t h e m th is n u m b e r . T h e y a r e sup
posed to keep these n u m b e r s in case of t roub le b u t t h e 
t r oub l e is t h a t t h e un ion wi l l n o w b a c k t h e c o m p a n y 
w i t h them." 

A n o t h e r w o r k e r said: 
" J u s t as E i senhower has t i m e to t r ave l al l over t h e 

wor ld , bu t not go d o w n to t h e South , so R e u t h e r has 
p l e n t y of t ime for e lect ioneer ing, b u t n o n e to come visi t 
some factories or to visit a un ion local mee t ing . H e calls 
u n i o n ra l l ies to give t h e pol i t ic ians p la t fo rms b u t n e v e r 
to l is ten to the r a n k and file. W h e n w e wildcat , w e ge t 
somewhere . B u t n o w w e m u s t f ight in a n organized w a y . 
Look h o w t h e s teel w o r k e r s s tood by t h e un ion w h e n 
t h e company t r i ed to b r e a k i t up , and n o w the i r condi
t ions a r e j u s t as bad as ours a n d McDona ld does as l i t t le 
for t h e m as R e u t h e r for us . Unless w e c lear ou t our o w n 
b u r e a u c r a t s we ' l l get nowhere . W o r k wil l a lways r e m a i n 
a r a t r ace . " 

W h a t fo rm t h e p resen t opposit ion wi l l t ake n o 
one can te l l b u t t h e m o v e m e n t to ge t r id of t h e labor 
bu reauc racy h a s m o r e organized shape t h a n the 
e lec t ioneer ing " l eade r sh ip" is wi l l ing to admi t . 
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THE NEGRO STRUGGLE 
The United States sure 

has a lot of nerve criticising 
South Africa for the way 
they treat the people there. 
As far as Negroes in this 
country are concerned the 
whites in South Africa are 
just doing brazenly what the 
whites in this country do in 
a sneaking way. 

New Reader 
Detroit 

* * * 
Even the whites in the 

mill are concerned about the 
Negro struggle. I had occa
sion to talk to a few of them 
and they said, "Well, it's 
coming now. But it takes 
time." I asked them how 
much more time they want
ed? They always say it's not 
them, but the others. 

The s o l u t i o n has to he 
found fast. It doesn't take 
too much anymore to get 
the colored people moving. 
They've already got the fire, 
all they need is a little gaso
line. Any incident now that 
comes up they won't let it 
pass, like they used to. They 
want to see it down to the 
wire. 

Steelworker 
Pittsburgh 

The N.A.A.C.P. I guess is 
a nice organization but it 
works awfully slow. 
Unemployed Negro Worker 

Detroit 
* * * 

I had .to go to Alabama 
recently and learned plenty 
from the trip. At one of the 
stops in Alabama, I felt I 
just had to eat, I was hungry, 
even if what they served at 
that stop was sickening. The 
food was bad enough to be
gin with, but we eouldn't 
even order it at tables. We 
had to sit on benches at the 
side to eat. We colored were 
all p a y i n g our fare like 
everyone else — the same 
amount to the penny. 

One place when we picked 
up new' people, the driver 
started counting and tried to 
get me to move to the rear. 

told 
i7ithVt withSthe seat I had and 

didn't intend to get up. He 
didn't do a thing more. It 
makes me t h i n k that if 
you're not scared they don't 
try to push you. I sat down 
where I w a n t e d , when I 
wanted. Or maybe it was be
cause they saw by my ticket 
that 1 had come through 
from Detroit, I'm not sure. 

Negro Reader 
Detroit 

* * * 
I had to go to Alabama 

recently on family business 
and the State police stopped 
me in Birmingham, which 
is over 100 miles from where 
I was headed, to ask me 
where I was going and why. 
When I came back through 
on my way home I bad to 
report back to them. I told 
them I hadn't had any 
t r o u b 1 e—and that's when 
they said they already knew 
I . hadn't, because they had 
had my car under surveil
lance the whole time I was 
in the state. 

Negro Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
It's all right to criticize 

the whites in the South for 
their treatment of Negroes, 

Headers 
but there is p l e n t y light 
here in Detroit that has to 
be fought. There were two 
crosses burned recently on 
the east side in predomin
antly white a r e a s where 
Negro f a m i l i e s had just 
moved in or were about to 
move in, and one colored 
man had "KKK" painted on 
his house. Things like this 
should be hit and hit hard 
every time they crop up. 

Newspaper Man 
Detroit 

You'd think it impossible 
for a city like Detroit, which 
has one-f o u r t h, or about 
500,000 of i t s population 
composed of N e g r o e s , to 
have such things as crOss-
burnings. The Negroes have 
enough p o w e r to bring 
plenty of pressure on police 
and city officials to provide 
such stiff punishment for 
such acts that race-hating 
whites would t h i n k more 
than a couple of times be
fore they'd try to pull such 
foul and degrading crimes. 

Working Woman 
Detroit 

* * * 
I was raised in Chicago, 

and that's supposed to be a 
bad city for Negroes. But 
it's not as bad as Detroit. 

One time they picked me 
up here for speeding and 
took me to jail. They put 
me in a cell. There were: 53 
Negroes and 3 w h i t e s : I 
said to myself, "You know, 
something's w r o n g here." 
Now the way I feel, when 
you can see something's 
wrong, you ought to do 
something about it. "That's 
what is finally happening. 

Supporter 
Detroit 

* * * 
From the Picket Lines 
I was in the picket line 

a r o u n d Woolworth's one 
Saturday and some woman 
stopped to read the signs 
and wanted to know, "Who's 
Jim Crow?" I said, "Get in 
line and follow me and I'll 
tell you all about it." 

Picket 
Detroit 

, * * * 
Now that this thing has 

started here too we should 
put up picket lines all up 
and down Grand River. 
T h e r e ' s discrimination in 
practically every block along 
it. 

Laid-off Ford Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
Two Negro boys, about 9 

and 11 years old, were stand
ing against the wall of the 
dime store. Quite a few other 
people were standing on the 
other side of the entrance 
from them, because it hap
pens to be a bus stop. 

We who were walking in 
the line saw two men, ob
viously big politicians, go up 
to the two cops who were 
keeping an eye on things, 
and give them the word. 
After the politicians left, the 
sergeant came over to the 
little boys and told them 
they would have to move on. 
So instead of going away, 
they got in the picket line 
with us! 

A Marcher 

THE COMING 
ELECTIONS 

I think the Democrats and 
Republicans are just making 
a political issue out of the 
way we're thinking. They 
know we're w a n t i n g our 
rights, so they're trying to 
work it around to their ad
vantage. 

Something has to be done 
all right—but neither one 
of the parties we have is go
ing to do it. I may not know 
much, but I know that I'm 
a human being and I know 
when I'm' being t r e a t e d 
right and when I'm not. 

Negro Reader 
Detroit 

I have never been more 
impressed with the fact that 
there is no real difference 
between Republicans a n d 
Democrats than I am this 
year. B e c a u s e no matter 
what they said before, when 
it c a m e to the anti-labor 
legislation last year, they 
ALL voted alike. 

There's a committeeman 
in my shop who has been a 
loyal Democrat for 20 years, 
giving out buttons and all 
that stuff. Then the poiiti- -
cian he campaigned for last 
year went and voted for the 
Landrum-Griffin bill. The 
trouble is this guy can't even 
look down a list and pick 
another politician who voted 
against it, because every
body v o t e d anti-labor on 
that. 

Disgusted 
Detroit 

* * * 
I think Truman won the 

election that fooled all the 
experts in 1948 because he 
was able to say that he had 
been against the Taft-Hart
ley law. There's 'not a poli
tician on the scene who can 
say he was against the Lan
drum-Griffin anti-labor law. 
If I was a politician this 
election year, I'd be worried 
sick. I don't know how I'd 
get myself elected this time! 

Young Voter 
Detroit 

* * * 
A politician is no good for 

leadership a n y m o r e these 
days. You just can't depend 
on anything he says to help 
a man gain any kind of free
dom in the A u t o m a t i z e d 
world today. He'll leave you, 
and join up with the com
pany, and you'll never see 
him again. 

Maid 
Detroit 

* * * 
NEW SUPPORTERS 

I'm speaking for a couple 
of other guys in our shop as 
well as myself. We wanted 
you to know that we really 
think your paper tells the 
facts. We just wanted to 
thank you and to tell you to 
keep up the good work. 

Chrysler Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
The reason I'm interested 

in your organization is be
cause I'm for anything that 
will benefit my people. I 
can't do much by myself, I 
know. But I can help others 
who are trying to do some
thing. I'll do all I can. 

New Reader 
Detroit 
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Views 
I enclose money for Marx

ism and Freedom and your 
Afro-Asian pamphlet, also a 
dollar for the year subscrip
tion to News and Letters. 

Please run my subscription 
from the March issue on
wards". I read the February 
issue with the greatest inter
est. It seemed to me very 
well done, very moving and 
very honest. Also please send 
a copy of Mbiyu Koinange's 
book The People of Kenya 
S p e a k for Themslves, for 
Themselves, for which I en
close 25c. 

Student 
New Haven, Conn. 
* * * 

"GOOD OLD MIKOYAN' 
In Hungary after the re

volt, Mikoyan was due to 
speak and large numbers of 
students were forced to at
tend. On his entrance, they 
all jumped up and yelled 
"Good old Mikoyan."He was 
somewhat s u r p r i s e d and 
beamed all over his face. 
But he was a little put out 
when he started to speak 
and they did it again. 

They repeated it every 
time he opened his mouth. 
At f i r s t , presumably, he 
thought this was just over-
enthusiasm, then high spirits 
—for he didn't start to scowl 
for a quarter of an hour. 
After three-quarters of an 
hour, he had to walk out. 

Observer 
Europe 

LEADERS & RANKS 

The average person read
ing about the latest dues in
crease we just got (especially 
if he read about it in the 
union paper, "Solidarity") 
might not figure it sounded 
too bad. What makes it so 
bad to the worker, though, 
is the whole sellout that was 
behind it, all the things the 
Union gave away to the 
company in the last contract. 

Welder 
Detroit 

- • ' • * * * 

The u n i o n has turned 
around and gone into busi
ness themselves—like steel. 
MacDonald has a lot of stock 
in steel himself—some he 
had to buy to show he was 
interested in steel. They had 
to invest their money some
how, like Lewis who bought 
him some boats. 

At least I f i g u r e that's 
what they must have done. 
The International takes half 
of our dues. We pay $5, they 
take $2.50, and I believe the 
International bought stock 
in U.S. Steel with it. I'm not 
sure, but I strongly think so. 

Steelworker 
, Pittsburgh 

i • * !* 
They seem to have plenty 

of expensive automation ma
chines to produce coal, but 
nothing available to help 
trapped miners. I was read
ing in the paper that when 
those 18 men were trapped 
in the mine cave-in in West 
Virginia' that they even had 
to borrow masks to use to 
try to get to the men and 
that they had to waste a lot 
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of running around to get 
them. 

We were talking about it 
in the shop, and a lot of the 
guys were angry about what 
was going on there. They" 
said they'd never go down 
in a mine if that's all they 
had to look forward to. ^ 

Auto Worker 
Detroit 

_ A master mechanic was 
t e l l i n g me that the steel 
company is going to put in 
a rolling mill that will work 
like an IBM m a c h i n e — 
they'll just drop in the raw 
steel in one end and it will 
come out as a finished pro
duct without anybody having 
touched it. I can't even esti
mate how many men that 
would eliminate directly and 
indirectly. 
. . . . Open Hearth Worker 

Pittsburgh 
* * * 

They're not interested in 
the human being, the man 
doesn't count any more, he's 
just there — otherwise if 
they can't use a man, they 
want him out of there. They 
want you just to work to 
the second, more than to the 
second, they want you busy 
every moment you're there. 
The minute you stop they 
want to k n o w why? But 
they can't ask the machine 
that, they have to find out 
why.. 

Production Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
THE WORKING DAY 
I've been riding the bus 

23 years. Poor people get oa 
and you can see from their 
faces how tired they are. 
Nine chances out of ten a 
lot of the women have been 
scrubbing and cleaning all 
day long. I've seen white 
men get on with brief cases 
who have been sitting at 
desks all day. They'll push 
the women out of the way 
to get a seat f i r s t . The 
women are so tired they just 
couldn't move fast enough to 
get the seat first. Then the 
man'll have the nerve to say 
"paTdon me," while he push
es her out of the way. And 
I don't care if the woman is 
colored or white. If she's a 
working woman, she's tired 
and NEEDS that seat. 

Working Woman 
* * * 

We talk about concentra
tion camps abroad. If con
centration c a m p s are any 
worse than these factories 
out here I don't think those 
people would be living at 
all. If we had to spend any 
more time in these factories 
we wouldn't live very long. 

They tell you, "You don't 
have to do it." But you have 
to get out of there if you 
don't. 

Chrysler Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
They let you set your own 

pace in the steel mill at first, 
but as soon as you can do 
your w o r k and have a 
chance for a break, they set 
you up another notch. They 
treat a human being like a 
spring—you can stretch it 
and stretch it but sooner or 
later it will snap. That's the 
way they have us geared up 
-^-like a spring. 

Homestead Worker 
Pittsburgh 

* * * 
The unemployment prob

lem in the steel mill crops 
up a good bit in our depart

ment because we have a 
bunch of old heads and a 
bunch of- young ones. A lot 
of the old ones, when we're 
knocked back to 4 days, will 
start to cry for 5 days. But 
to give them 5 days would 
mean putting somebody else 
in the street—and the 116 
days we had off in the strike 
is more than enough for the 
average person. Four days 
are better than none—and 
that SUB (supplemental un
employment benefit) keeps 
dwindling. It's built up now, 
but for how long? Before 
the year is out, it will be out 
to, just like many men will 
be—hv the street. 

Steelworker 
Pittsburgh 

* * * 
Views from Brifain 

I agree wlih the lad who 
prefes a' British Page to a 
British Paper, and if we do 
start selling a thousand 
copies over here you might 
well be able to expand suf
ficiently to take Canadian 
and Australian pages. But 
if the paper were allowed 
into South Africa it would 
have swung so violently to 
the right that I should long 
have ceased to read it. A 
Ghana page would be an 
excellent idea, however. 

L. O. 
England 
Detroit 

* * * 
DEFENDS E.T.U. 

(Continued rrom Page 3) 
your readers are those such 
as: one ETU member, who 
appeared on T~* screaming 
against the Communists, was 
suspended from office as 
secretary when his branch 
was found to be £108 short 
in its funds (about $300), and 
allowing over 300 names on 
the books to claim ballot 
papers when these names 
were either fictitious, in ar
rears of contribution (a non
voting penalty), or simply no 
longer m e m b e r s of the 
branch. 

Of course, all this shilly
shally is to be expected by 
socialists when rows blow up 
in unions, but please, in 
your articles, do not stoop 
to the level of the capitalist 
press and TV in England by 
only printing one side of the 
question. 

The ETU is B r i t a i n ' s 
seventh largest union, 250,-
000 members, and every of
fice open to election. I am 
an active member of my 
branch, and I can assure you 
that the ballot in my branch 
was conducted squarely by 
the members. 

Do you know that every 
ETU member whose contri
butions are OK gets his bal
lot paper sent to him by 
post? Do you know every 
ballot paper is counted in 
front of a branch meeting? 
Do you know that the result 
of that ballot must be de
clared before the meeting 
ends, whether the vote is for 
General Secretary' of the 
union, or th local union area 
officials? 

To conclude, I would take 
to task the article by "Vic
tor Nero" who obviously is 
under a strong illusion. What 
would Canon and Byrne do 
for the ETU that Haxell and 
Foulkes have not done? Who 
says the only support for de
nial of ballot rigging comes 
from Communists? 
Branch Committee Member 
Willesden (London) ETU 

TWO WORLDS 
BY KAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

"Izwe L'ethu (our land)," s h o u t e d thousands of 
Africans as they burned their "passes" and marched to 
the police stations, asking to be arrested for thus having 
violated the fascist type of internal passports imposed 
upon them by the white rulers. 

In response to Act One of this bloodless revolution 
for human rights, the counter-revolution burst forth in 
an orgy of violence, machine-gunning the unarmed mass 
of humanity—men, women and children. 

The Revolution mourned its dead by a mass funeral 
and staying away from work. The counter-revolutionary 
apartheid (segregationist) Africa followed up its in
human violence with vicious baton charges into African 
crowds, declaring a state of emergency, and outlawing 
any political organization, mainly black, but black or 
white, that dared challenge the savage white supremacy. 

The Revolution—the, struggle for freedom—though 
it comprised the overwhelming majority, 15 million 
against 3 million whites, must face, unarmed, the white 
rulers who are armed to the teeth with everything from 
bull whips to machine guns, and from the armed forces 
to jet planes, not to mention prisons, the legislature, 
factories, mines, farms, ships and concentration camps. 

This is the face of "civilized"-white rule in South 
Africa as the economy of the country came to a standstill 
when black labor stopped to mourn its dead. 

Life Is Cheap 
87% of the industrial labor force and 92% of the 

agricultural labor force is African. Since without this 
black labor force, white oppression could not last, the 
mailed fist is not reserved for military attacks. When 
in 1946, 75,000 miners dared to strike, the strike was 
bloodily suppressed. For demanding the "extortionate" . 
wage of 10 shillings ($1.40) per 8 hour shift, -workers 
were forced down. "They sat in the tunnels and refused 
to come up until police drove them to the surface 'stope 
by stope and level by level'," as the white Rand Daily 
Mail described it. 

According to official figures, 69% of black families 
had a combined income below even what white Africa 
admits is the minimum for life and health. The result 
has been that 5Q% of all Africans never reach the work
ing age of 16; infant mortality rate is estimated at 200-
300 per 1,000. But what are pot bellies and rickets and 
babies dead in corners to white "god-fearing Chris
tians"? Life is cheap when its skin is black 1 

Conditions of Labor 
Only 40% of urban white Africans are wage workers 

and these are mainly skilled (85%) or semi-skilled 
(12%). While there is nothing extraordinary about the 
monthly wage of white workers—£65 ($182), it is five
fold that of the black worker's monthly wage of £13 
($36.40). Moreover, the white workers' unions are recog
nized while those of the Africans are not. At the same 
time, the black worker is forbidden to strike and the 
dividing line between a strike and a dispute is so vague 
that the police just move in when there is any sort of 
stoppage and put down the dispute even where manage
ment would be willing to come to terms. Refusal. to 
work is punishable with $1,400 fine or 5 years in prison 
or both! 

The Revolt Is Continuous 
The revolt of black labor has. been as continuous as 

it has been brave nevertheless. And the illegal strikes 
jumped after they were forbidden from 33 in 1954 to 73 
in 1955. When South Africans were involved in the great 
bus boycott of 1957, hundreds of thousands walked 20 
miles to work and trudged another 20 miles back to their 
segregated townships for three solid months until riiey, 
won the fight against the rise in fares. 

The Government of Dr. Verwoerd (the Hitler of 
South Africa) issued the following statement: "It is 
quite clear that this is not so much an economic matter; 
it is a political movement." 

There is no doubt that the economic, political, social 
struggle for freedom is indivisible. So is the tyranny of 
white oppression total—totally depraved. Every African 
male in the cities can expect to be arrested at least once" 
a year for some petty offense or other. 

The indignity of the pass puts yet extra power in 
the hands of white "labor officials" (Government men) . ' 
If it shows that one is a "trouble-maker," he can be sent 
off in silence to a "farm compound" which is actually a 
forced labor camp where the white African big farmers 
get their cheap labor. The nortorious eastern Transvaal 
area "hires" convicts and others for 2 shillings (25c) 
a day. 

Nothing has changed since the 1947 disclosures when 
it was shown that African laborers dressed in sacks 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Y O U T H 
Thinking It Out 

B y Robert Ellery 

AN INTERVIEW WITH BERNARD LEE 
I am proud to turn this space 
S P R I N G F I E L D , MASS., 

March 30—Bernard Lee, the 
President of the Alabama State 
College student body who was 
expelled for leading a sit-in 
and other demonstrations, told 
me in an interview tonight that 
he was a tool for the students: 
"I do what they see fit. They're 
willing to die for the Negro's 
freedom. I can do no less." 

On March 4, after he and 
seven other students sat down 
in a Montgomery Woolworth, 
the Governor of Alabama or
dered the President of the Col
lege to expel the students. 
When 100 students peacefully 
demonstrated in sympathy for 
them, they too were expelled. 
The President of the College, 
who is a Negro, said that he 
would do all in his power to 
please the Governor. The stu
dents are taking the expulsion 
cases to court. 
LIKENED TO SO. AFRICA 

The police arrested Bernard 
Lee on the trumped-up charge 
of "vagrancy," but the judge 
dismissed the case when he 
proved that he was Youth Di
rector for the First Baptist 
Church. Less fortunate were 35 
students and two instructors 
who were arrested for dis
orderly conduct and disobeying 
an officer. When several hun
dred students peacefully dem
onstrated against the expul
sions, police set up human 
barricades around the campus. 
On horseback and in police 
cars, they covered the students 
with shotguns, riot guns, and 
machine guns. They threatened 
to turn police dogs on the stu
dents. "It was just like the 
South A f r i c a n government," 
said Mr. Lee. "Northerners just 
can't realize what we're up 
against down there." 
In response to this demonstra

tion, the police made more ar
rests and the college adminis
tration announced that i t will 
fire 11 faculty members. So far 
305 students have been dis
missed. "Though the faculty is 
divided," Mr. Lee said, "the 
students are 100% behind the 
demonstrations. A new sense 
of dignity has unified the Negro 
students. They see now that 
the time has come for freedom. 
We were supposedly emanci
pated 97 years ago. It's time 
our emancipation was fulfilled." 

Asked about his philosophy 
of freedom, Mr. Lee explained 
that he shared the philosophy 
of non-violent resistance prac
ticed by Christ, Ghandi, and 
Martin Luther King. "I was 
stationed near Montgomery dur
ing the Bus Boycott," he said, 
"and I saw the power of non
violence then. There's no doubt 
it's working very well. We've 
got to show the whites that we 
don't want revenge, we want 
{freedom. The students know 
that an 'eye for an eye won't 
solve anything. They know also 
that tiie fight for freedom is 
worldwide. People all over are 
rising. Tom Mboya said re
cently, 'Ready or not, here we 
come.' The Negro will he free 
in Africa and in America." 
MODERATION? 

Can he count on any support 
from whites in Alabama? "I 
know there are some white mod
erates there," he said, "but so 
far they've not even come out 
moderately for us. Right now, 
we've no support from whites 
there. In Florida and North 
Carolina white students have 
joined the sit-ins, and in the 
North many white students 
have organized demonstrations 
with Negroes. These demonstra-

over to this interview — R. E. 
tions boost our morale in the 
South, because they show that 
we can count on white support. 
Picketing Woolworth's is the 
greatest thing right now that 
sympathetic people can" do. 
Woolworth's will have to give 
in, and when it does the other 
businesses will too." 

What organizations help the 
most? "With the NAACP and 
CORE, there's the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer
ence which was formed in those 
parts of the South where the 
other organizations were out
lawed. It's led by Reverend 
King," Mr. Lee said. "Then 
there's the Committee to De
fend the Reverend Martin Lu
ther King. I'm chairman of its 
student division. The National 
Student Association has been 
supporting the movement, and 
generally the Christian student 
organizations. The greatest hope 
is in the students. I prefer talk
ing to them even when they ask 
offensive questions because our 
discussion can help break down 
the barriers and help them face 
reality. Yes, the students are 
leading the struggle." 
"Small Price For Freedom" 

Have the national newspapers 
been covering the Southern sit
uation accurately? "At first the 
(AP) and (TJPI) were, but as 
soon as local politicians put 
pressure on the local corres
pondents, the reports were dis
torted. Now the national papers 
do not carry the full story." 

When asked w h e t h e r he 
thought his life was in danger, 
he replied, "At first I was 
afraid. Our lives are a small 
'price to pay for freedom." 

—MG 

Meeting in 
Springfield 

Springfield, Mass. April 1— 
Bernard Lee, ousted student 
leader at Alabama State Col
lege, spoke to a crowd of 300 
people here. 

Lee spoke eloquently about 
the students of his college who 
had engaged in sit-ins and 
other peaceful demonstrations 
against segregation. He told 
what they faced: a hostile 
governor, Mayor, police, KKK, 
White Citizens Council and 
mobs from the farms that came 
i n - w i t h shotguns and dogs to 
intimidate the Negroes. 

"I'm beginning to think that 
the southern white man doesn't 
understand what non-violence 
is," he said. 

He told the s y m p a t h e t i c 
audience: "Students of Ala
bama inform you that nothing 
will d e t e r them from their 
path." 

Lee w.a sintroduced by Rev. 
Thomas Foster, coordinator of 
the Springfield picketing, who 
said, "Freedom is costly. I 
know what it means to live in 
Alabama. Thank God I know 
what it means to leave Ala
bama. My brother was almost 
l y n c h e d near Montgomery. 
S o m e segregationists wanted 
to have some fun with him. My 
heart is still in Montgomery. I 
took my bride on our honey
moon to walk with the bus boy-
cotters in Montgomery." 

Rev. Allan Sawyer, who was 
arrested for defying the city 
ordinance prohibiting placards 
on Main Street, told the meet
ing, "We are all contaminated, 
poisoned, and adulterated by 
segregation . . . We do not in
tend to stop u n t i l we have 
won." 

BACK FROM THE SOUTH 
April 2, 1960.—On a recent 

trip to two southern states I 
had a chance to 4alk with stu
dents participating in the sit-
down demonstrations. I talked 
with those who were for 
and those who were against the 
sit-downs. I found out that 
the persecution these students 
are enduring for what they 
consider their justifiable right 
is not fully known by people 
outside the south. They are 
receiving pressure from both 
whites and N e g r o e s — from 
whites because their traditional 
code of superiority is being 
challenged, and from some 
Negroes who have established 
positions and fear economic 
pressure will be exerted on 
them because of the demonstra
tions. 

The southern s t u d e n t s 
generally agreed that the 
most helpful contributions 
from the north were sym
pathy demonstrations (pick
eting) and financial assist
ance to help pay the fines 
brought against many stu
dents. 

—Student 

Picket Lines 
In Mass. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., April 
2—Today, for the fifth Satur
day, the Committee for Equal
ity picketed Woolworth stores 
here and in the nearby towns 
of Agawam and Holyoke. At 
least 100 people have partici
pated by now. The picketing 
has gained widespread sym
pathy, offers of money, letters 
to the daily papers, and even 
a statement by Mayor O'Con-
ner that he is in fa'vor of the 
action. 

Participants have elected as 
chairman the Reverend T. W. 
Foster of the Bethel AME 
church; as , co-chairman the 
Reverend Ralph Stutzman of 
the Church of the Unity; and as 
secretary Barbara Gibson. The 
committee as a whole meets for 
an hour before each Saturday 
demonstration to plan its activi
ties. There is now discussion of 
extending the picketing to other 
businesses that discriminate. 

The court has declared un
constitutional the city ordinance 
prohibiting the distribution of 
handbills. They read, in part: 
"Every dime and dollar spent 
here is an open indorsement of 
the chain's policy of racial dis
crimination and segregation. 

Don't back the knives and 
h a m m e r s of segregationist 
hoodlums with your money. 
Join the picket lines. Ask all 
men of good will not to shop 
Jim Crow. Join the Committee 
for Equality." Handed out be
fore the Woolworth. stores, they 
are having a noticeable effect 
on the shoppers. 

The ordinance prohibiting 
placards on Main and State 
streets, where the stores are 
located, will undoubtedly be 
removed also. 

The daily press has carried 
an average of an article a day 
on the committee, in which 
there are representatives of 25 
organizations. Both local and 
national TV have covered the 
picketing, and the Mayor's en
dorsement made national news
papers. 

Los Angeles Pickets in Sympathy 
With Southern Freedom Fighters 

L o s A n g e l e s — - F o r t h e p a s t t h r e e S a t u r d a y s a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y 500 p e r s o n s i n L o s A n g e l e s h a v e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
p i c k e t i n g W o o l w o r t h ' s a n d K r e s s s t o r e s . i n s y m p a t h y - : 
w i t h t h e m a g n i f i c e n t s i t - i n s i n t h e S o u t h i n w h i c h t h e 
s t u d e n t s b o t h w h i t e a n d N e g r o h a v e , i n c o m p l e t e i n 
d e p e n d e n c e o f p r e o r g a n i z e d l e a d e r s h i p , s h o w n t h a t t h e y 
a re n o t c o n t e n t t o s i t i d l y b y a n d w a i t f o r i n t e g r a t i o n 

^ t o c o m e at a sna i l ' s p a c e . 
CORE STUDENTS PROTEST 

The first pickets here formed 
were CORE (Congress on Racial 
Equality) sponsored. There was 
practically no news coverage of 
these pickets, and yet, within 
two weeks several independent 
pickets were formed. Students 
at L.A.S.C. and L.A.C.C. have 
their lines. At Occidental Col
lege the entire student body 
(except one girl who says she 
is in sympathy, but does not 
approve of the method) is eat
ing in the cafeteria—standing 
up. U.C.L.A. is the only group 
so far, however, which has a 
picket line going on every day 
for the past 3 weeks. As a mat
ter of fact a student who par
ticipated wtih both the U.C.L.A. 
and CORE pickets reports that 
he feels that the students have 
a better organized and attended 
line. All these groups, however, 
have asked for and received 
support from CORE. 

Picket lines 
In Detroit 
DETROIT — Since March 5, 

when picket lines at three of 
Detroit F. W. Woolworth stores 
got under way, over one-hun
dred youth, representing some 
twenty-five high schools and 
colleges have been taking part. 
With the help of the N.A.A.G.P. 
leaflets have been printed and 
passed out on the picket lines 
and at school, much to- the dis
like of school principals and 
the police. A few high school 
students, at one school; were 
ticketed by the cops and 
threatened with explusion from 
school for circulating these 
leaflets which say to fight dis
crimination and urge everyone 
to join the picket lines; 

The thing that surprises me 
most about the whole thing is 
the number of people, passing 
the picket line who stop to ask 
quesions like "what does Jim 
Crow mean?" and "What good 
is picketing the Woolworth 
stores in the North going to 
do?" What this shows me is 
the failure of the school system 
in the way they teach us our 
own history. 

When the picket lines were 
first organized, the cops were 
so close to us that you couldn't 

turn around without seeing a 
blue uniform. 

The spontaneous support that 
thousands of college and high 
school students all over the 
country are giving to the lunch 
counter sit-ins down South is 
amazing. I've heard about great 
movements before, but this is 
the first time that I'v actually 
seen one in motion and have 
taken part in it. 

High-School Student 

SPECIAL TO NEWS & LETTERS 
(Continued from Page 1) 

morning, we went to Dexter 
Avenue. We had planned on a 
march but there were approxi
mately 600 to 700 policemen 
stationed on the streets and 
along Dexter Avenue. They 
were on horseback, on motor
cycles and some were walking. 
They made us go across the 
street one by one. We went into 
the church and sang songs and 
prayed prayers, then we all 
went home. They wouldn't let 
us march to the capital. 

The following Monday the 
students had signs, lots of signs. 
Some of the signs had on them 
"9 down, 2,900 to go," "I860 to 
1960," "Democracy Died To
day," "Who is Who?" and "It's 
A Shame." 
"WE WEREN'T AFRAID" 

We demonstrated on the cam
pus and the ground director 
told us to move off the campus, 
to go anywhere but on the cam
pus. We refused to move off. 
We just gathered around in 
large numbers and Bernard 
Lee was talking to us when the 
ground director rode up in has 
car, and he has a gun of course, 
and he told us if we don't leave 
the campus they'll be serious 
trouble but we paid him no 
mind. Immediately he fired 2 
shots into the air. It was 
hysterical and so did anyone 
move? No! He called the police. 

In about 5 minutes they were 
just numerous. Policemen all 
around and on every corner. 
The students yet held up the 
signs. That's when the eops 
said, "The badest Negroes step 
out." Fourteen or fifteen boys 
stepped out and walked right 
up to their guns. They arrested 
them and some others along the 
street. 

One teacher just happened 
to be looking on and she said, 

Boycott Woolworth's! 

"My, they are treating them 
brutally," and they clasped her 
around her arms and put her 
in the paddy wagon too. 

They told us to move back 
off the streets. We refused to 
and just stood and stood there. 
They went down to get tear gas 
at that time. But we weren't 
afraid and we just didn't move. 

There were several things 
that inspired us but I think 
the one that inspired us the 
most is when they had the tear 
gas and they were telling us if 
we stepped out we would get 
hurt and we just stood there 
and they didn't blow that tear 
gas. We knew we could go on. 

We had planned a meeting 
at a church for 2 o'clock and 
so we began leaving two by 
two for the church. That is 
when we moved off. The police
men didn't scare u s away. 
"TOGETHER WE CAN WIN" 

One' of tile students at the 
meeting said, "Together we 
stand, divided we will fall." 
The teachers made some re
marks too. They gave advice 
like this: "This is your life, 
make it what you want it to 
be;" "We use as we have, but 
we make what we want;" "Our 
laws are established and Why 
can't we all live by them." 

The whole emphasis of the 
strike is freedom. I do hope 
we ean win our struggle, our 
fight. I hope with your help 
we will succeed. 

—Student 
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A DISCUSSION ARTICLE 

Nuclear Disarmament 
By Laurens Otter 

LONDON—Many of my fellow Pacifists are apt to be cynical about the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament dism issing it by saying "you don't cure measles 
by scraping the spots," or "you can't ban t h e bomb without banning war itself." 
True,, but the average layman recognizes measles in his child by the spots. If the 
doctor had been consulted earlier he would no doubt have produced a valid diagnosis. 
But the fact is that for a very large number of people the doctor had not been 
consulted before the invention of weapons of mass destruction, and the Pacifists 
for the most part are in the position of tn e aged Granny, who having last week said 
—unheeded—"that child's,sickening for measles," is now infuriating everyone by 
saying "I told you so." 
WAR & NUCLEAR WEAPONSf 

Whatever the declared aims 
of the C.N.D. may be few if 
any of its supporters are under 
the impression that the menace 
of nuclear weapons can be solv. 
ed in isolation. They know that 
war itself must go and with it 
the injustices that go to caus
ing wars . . . 

Except for Pacifists — of 
whom I was not then one — 
virtually no voice was raised 
immediately after Hiroshima, 
against the prevailing theory 
that now at last a weapon had 
been discovered which would 
permanently deter aggression. 

In the years from 1946 to 
1956 the majority of so-called 
opponents of nuclear weapons 
were Multilateralists; only Paci
fists, Anarchists, Trotskyists, 
the Third Way Movement and 
the A-Bomb Committee chal
lenged the Stalinist near mon
opoly of the Peace Movement. 
Very few people heard when 
the Non-Violent Resistance 
Group made a series of Marches 
in the early fifties, among: 
which figured Aldermaston. 

Then came two things: the 
heroic attempt by Harold 
Steele, David Graham and Ian 

area in the Pacific—an attempt 
Which fired many people's im
agination; and also the growing 
fear of the consequences of 
radio-active fallout which pro
duced the National Council for 
the Abolition of N u c l e a r 
Weapon Tests . . . 

How was it that the largest 
and most active sections of the 
Multilateralist movement be
came Unilateralist? This is a 
question that no one has yet 
answered. But what is signifi
cant is that the most reaction, 
ary Tory now declaims what 
the Communists and others of 
the Multilateralistic p e a c e 
movement' were declaiming 
yesterday <with the odd effect 
that those Mulitlateralists who 
haven't changed are saying the 
same things as the Tories'.) It 
is certain that it was not the 
former Multilateralist move
ment that converted them but 
rather that they have moved 
better to fight the C.N.D. . . . 

FIFTEEN HUNDRED MARCH 
The left was disorganized— 

it hadn't after all completely 
regrouped after Hungary. The 
success of this, the first of the 

Graham to reach the testing famous marches, staggered its 

REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

(Continued from Page 5) 

were clawing out potatoes with their bare hands. They 
work under the hot sun and the sjambok and spend their 
nights in stuffy windowless barns with fierce watchdogs 
outside to cut off escape. 

When in 1952 pass carrying extended to African 
women, the resistance of the women burst forth in the 
Zecrust and Sekhurhuneland uprisings as well as street 
demonstrations in Johannesburg. 

Thus both in the cities and in the "Reserves" the 
revolt is continuous. 

Political Organization 
Just as arms are denied the-native African, so is 

the representation in parliament. With the 1950 so-called 
Suppression of Communism Act and the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of February 1953, the white rulers 
have indeed destroyed all legal activity by political or 
industrial organizations that are not dedicated to white 
supremacy. The one organizaation left to them was the 
African National Congress under the leadership of Chief 
Albert Luthuli. Recently the left wing of that split off, 
named itself P a n - A f r i c a n i s m and.elected Robert 
Mangalise Sobukwe as its president. It is he who called 
for the demonstration in opposition to the pass carrying. 
These two leaders, along with 300 other Africans have 
been arrested, as well as even the mildest of white 
liberals who opposed total, brutal white supremacy. All 
political organizations except those of the ruling class 
have been outlawed. .'"'," ~ 

The African National Congress and the Pan-Afri-
canist Congress immediately announced that they would 
go underground, but would not give up the fight for 
freedom. 

Whatever 'orgy of violence the white rulers will 
now indulge in, South Africa will never again be the 
same. The tiny minority of whites who have opposed 
this inhuman, insane, savage rule of the white suprema
cists long ago saw that if the Africans are not allowed to 
live like human beings, it is the inhuman regime, not 
the human beings, that will have to go. It is only a 
question of when and how. 

As Ronald M. Segal, the editor of the journal, Africa 
South, whose passport had been seized some months 
back, wrote in an editorial entiled ''Revolution Is Now"': 
"In a society where revolt walks always in the shadow 
of massacre . . . change and revolution have become 
finally inseparable." 

organizers. Two months before, 
C.N.D. had been formed. 

A second march to Alder
maston took place Easter 1958. 
The March had been expected 
(after the first few hours) to 
be about 300 strong. Only at 
one. stage (on setting out the 
second day) for less than an 
hour were we as little as six 
hundred—at the end of that 
hour we were a thousand and 
by lunch fifteen hundred. 

This March went to the base 
and was intended to bring home 
to the workers their involv-
ment in the Arms Race. While 
unfortunately, owing to the ob
jections of V.P.S. (a left L P . 
grouping), we did not hand out 
leaflets When we got there 
workers on the site have since 
told me that we did to a large 
extent achieve this . . . 

That summer, in all, 180 
people picketed Aldermaston 
asking its workers to leave 
(this was frowned on by the 
bulk of the Campaign) at the 
end of which 30 of us lead 
by Dr. Soper entered the fore
court demanding, to see the 
Director. The Campaign once 
again was news—and we had 
a very pleasant week, four days 
of which there was uninterrupt
ed sun. 

Unfortunately through the 
Autumn there was nothing. 
The picketing which started at 
Pickenham before the begin
ning of November was not suf-; 
ficiently intense and so noth
ing was heard until the begin, 
ning of December when the 
first non-violent entry into 
Pickenham caught the head
lines and stunned Parliament. 
Then a fortnight later, with 
the second and the arrest of 
Fr. Michael Scott, the Cam
paign which had been at pains 
to disassociate itself from Di
rect Action came to realize 
that it must define its position, 
and the annual conference 
showed that a very large section 
of its supporters wern't will
ing to allow constitutional 
niceties to stand between them 
and survival . . . 

The Direct Action Committee 
succeeded in pulling a token 
strike in a satellite-making 
town—an outer suburb of Lon
don; organized more pickets at 
rocket bases and more Marches; 
and abandoned Voters Veto. 
Meanwhile the Campaign came 
round to advocating pickets at 
rocket sites as well as Marches., 

Came the election, and after 
it even the most convinced 
Labour supporters - began to 
realize that they had in fact, 
by supporting non-C.N.D. candi
dates, betrayed their ideals . . . 

The way forward lies with 
Civil Disobedience. The Cam
paign has advanced a long 
way since its early days when 
it was lukewarm in its approval 
of the first Aldermaston March. 
It now calls for "commando 
raid" pickets at rocket bases 
and organizes pickets in Lon
don and Marches —- all ori
ginally exclusively Direct Ac
tion ideas. 

Those of us who believe that 
only by filling the jails will 
we succeed are impatient but 
the progress is tremendous j. , . 

A DOCTOR SPEAKS 
By M.I). 

THE BIOLOGICAL BASIS OF 
MARXIST-HUMANISM — PART I 

It is many years now since 
I was a young boy and first 
became aware of the painful 
relations that exist between 
"normal" people. There was a 
constant rivalry and conflict 
that I could not understand, 
but soon learned to accept and 
participate in. When, as a young 
man, I entered the study of 
medicine, I was seeking not 
only a knowledge of doctoring, 
but something far more. In this 
I was both rewarded and dis
appointed. 

I learned much about the 
structure of the human body; 
but the information was of 
little help to me in digesting 
the competitions, the discrimi
nations, and the divisions, 
even among the ones whom I 
accepted as the elite among 
men—the students of the heal
ing art. 
DISCORD IN HUMANS 

Early in my studies I found 
myself in agreement with the 
concept of evolution as the pro
cess u n d e r l y i n g all living 
things. Change and adjustment 
of the internal in response to 
outside forces and stimuli was 
inseparable from organic mat
ter. Always there was evident 
a reciprocal movement, a bal
ance and unity—a rhythmic ac
tivity. Even in Darwin's theory 
of the survival of the fittest, 
I could not see an explanation 
for the human conflict. The 
laws that governed the rela
tionship of the members of the 
vast number of species of plants 
and animals were those of co
operation and harmony. The 
discord within the human spe
cies was something strange. 

One hundred years ago a 
p h y s i o l o g i s t , the French
man Claude Bernard described 
the state of harmony within the 
healthy living organism and 
named it the "internal milieu 
The importance of his ideas 
were unrecognized for a long 
time. As a medical student I 
had a very limited understand
ing of them. The emphasis was 
then on structure rather than 
function; and medicine was oc
cupied chiefly with external 
signs and symptoms. Today the 
concept of the "internal mi-
ieu" has been broadened, and 
the term Homeostasis includes 
the balanced relationship of all 
the chemical, physical and elec
trical forces governing the life 
process within the body as they 
operate in a state of well being. 
That this same Homeostasis is 
the principle of life which also 

relates the individual members 
of a species to each other as 
well as to the external en
vironment is something we 
have not yet grasped. 
FIRST LOOK AT SOCIALISM 

Still looking for the meaning 
to what I felt was the abnor
mal inter-personal relationships 
between people, I early found 
myself in agreement with the 
advocacy of sharing and co
operation that seemed to be the 
essence of Socialism. Of Marx 
and his ideas I then had but 
vague understanding. When I 
came to recognize the various 
groups and shading among the 
Socialists and the Communists, 
I was greatly distressed by the 
continuous quarrels and rup
tures which were explained" as 
necessary in order to clarify 
principles and reject the com
promiser, the doubter, as well 
as the questioner. I was dis
tressed by the i n d i v i d u a l 
hatreds and bitterness in spite 
of what I thought was a com
mon goal. 
"NAKED HUMAN 
BRUTALITY" 

For a long time I was con
fused; though not always con
scious of this fact. I turned to 
the writings of Sigmund Freud 
and to those of his more mod
ern disciples. The human sub
conscious that they laid bare 
was certainly filled with fear, 
horror and deformity. I did 
not, however, find there satis
fying answers to my questions. 
The psychologists, psychiatrists 
and psychoanalysts offered nu
merous theories, many difficult 
to understand, but their ex
planations always came to 
terms with the desirability of 
adjusting behavior to the ac
cepted, normal way of life— 
whose very normalcy I was 
doubting. I felt the absence of 
something deeper and univer
sal. Meanwhile the land that 
was to become a Socialist para
dise degenerated into a totali
tarian jail; concentration camps 
became standard equipment in 
all countries. Naked human 
brutality became so common
place that our own explosion 
of the atomic bomb appeared 
to be anti-climactic. The fi
nality of its truth was not at 
first realized. 

Through this all I was able 
to maintain my own balance 
by recognizing in the infant 
the quality of basic human 
normality that has been... lost . 
by the adult. 

(To be Continued) 
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IN HONOR Of THE CELEBRATION Of THE AMERICAN 
WORKERS' STRUGGLE fOR THE SHORTER WORKING DAY 

COME AND HEAR 

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 

Author of Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism arid 
the AFRO-ASIAN REVOLUTIONS, and MARXISM AND 
FREEDOM,, who has just returned from a lecture tour of 
Europe speak on: 

THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
OF 

SO. AFRICA, SOUTH U.S.A., AND EUROPE 
At: Los Angeles News & Letters Committee, 

1904 S. Arlington Ave. 
7:30 p.m. 

"The road to hell is paved with Little Rocks." 
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South Africa, South U.S.A. 
(Continued from Page 1) 

York and Washington, D.C., to 
California. By their self-activ
ity, the students in South 
U;S.A. have lighted the only 
path to freedom—mass activity. 
"WITH ALL 
DELIBERATE SPEED" 

In sharp contrast to that, one 
needs only to look at the South
ern rulers' flaunting'of the 
Supreme Court decision to 
desegregate schools "with all 
deliberate speed." 

May 17th will be six years 
since the Supreme Court 
handed down the school de
cision. Since then, absolute
ly none of the 1,400,000 
Negro students have been 
enrolled in mixed schools in 
the deep South of Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Missis
sippi, and South Carolina. 
In Arkansas, Virginia, North 

Carolina, and Florida, there is 
the token registration of some 
500 Negroes in mixed schools. 

Of 425,000 Negro students in 
Texas and Tennessee, only 46,-
000 are registered in mixed 
schools. 

Delaware, Maryland, Ken
tucky, Missouri, and Oklahoma 
report that school desegrega
tion is "well along"; and in 
Washington, D.C., as in West 
Virginia, full integration is re
ported for the total of 115,000 
Negro students. 

A report just released by 
the superintendent of schools 
in Washington, D C , reveals 
that 74% of the total enroll
ment in the capital's public 
schools today is Negro. With 
the increase in Negro enroll
ment since 1954, the academic 
s t a n d a r d s of * Washington 
schools have also risen, "testify
ing," as the superintendent 
says, "to the capacity of the 
Negro pupil to respond to edu
cational opportunity." 

The report also states: "Since 
1954, the effect of improved 
and unified instructional serv
ices on the improvement of 
academic standards . » . has 
been . . . dramatic." 

Commenting on the Wash
ington study, the Michigan 
regional director for the Anti-
Defamation League said, "The 
feeling is pretty general in 
Detroit (among white Detroit-
ers, that is—Ed.) that when 
Negroes begin attending pre
dominately white schools that 
the standards fall. The Wash
ington situation shows that 
their schools could not only 
maintain, but increase, stand
ards. 

"The study shows that peo
ple do not have to run to the 
suburbs from neighborhoods 
that are becoming integrated." 
DERELICT CONGRESSMEN 

In shameful contrast to the 
magnificent burst of self-activ
ity by America's youth, is the 
disgraceful behavior of the 
derelict congressmen in Wash
ington. After weeks of dis
gusting filibuster on a so-called 
Civil Rights bill, the minority 
of legislators from the One 
Party States of the South, 
with the connivance of their 
hypocritical N o r t h e r n col
leagues, have finally agreed to 
a nominal and meaningless 
"guarantee"' of voting rights 
which, except for the self-
activity of the Negroes them
selves, only guarantees the con
tinued dictatorship of the 
Southern rulers. 

These backward, a r r o g a n t 
blood brothers of the inhuman 
rulers of South Africa have 
nevertheless escaped Ambas
sador Lodge's rebuke of segre
gationist rule—in South Africa. 
Even the fascist South African 
government could nail such ac
tion as "blatant hypocrisy." 

The Eisenhower Adminis
tration finds it all too easy 
to preach democracy to 
others but not to practice it 

in our land. Because he 
averts his eyes from South 
U.S.A. while deploring the 
actions of South Africa, the 
derelict Congressmen feel 
free to kill the proposal to 
declare the Supreme Court's 
d e c i s i o n on desegregated 
schools "the supreme law of ^ 
the land." And they need 
not have the guts to secede 
from the Union since they 
have ruled the South without 
benefit of law—not merely 
the latest Supreme Court 
decision but the Constitution 
of the land itself ever since 
they lost the Civil War on 
the battlefields but won it 
in the hardened hearts of the 
capitalist rulers, North as 
well as South. 

THE NEW PAGE 
OF FREEDOM 

Just as statistical r e p o r t s 
will not convince the white 
supremacists of the South nor 
the hypocrites of the North, 
neither will token integration 
nor gradualism satisfy the 
aspirations of today's young 
freedom fighters in the South. 

Not only is their example in
spiring, but their spirit and 
activity is contagious for they 
are making history today. As 
April opened, new sitdowns 
ended the two month "cboling-
off" period in Greensboro, 
N.C., where the movement be
gan. Ezell Blair, Jr. chairman 
of the Student Committee for 
Justice, reported to some 2,000 
students that Mayor George 
Roach's Advisory Committee on 
Community Relations failed to 
solve the situation. By 1 p.m., 
on April 1, students were again 
sitting down at five-and-dime 
lunch ocunters, and pickets 
were again marching outside. 

In Birmingham. Alabama, the 
first lunch counter sitdowns 
were reported for that city at 
the same time. Ten Negroes 
were arrested and charged with 
"trespassing." 

If neither such "local ord
inances," nor the use of tear 
gas and fire hoses has been 
able to stifle the spreading 
demonstrations, it is incon
ceivable that the old estab
lished organizations, respect
able and otherwise, or the 
entrenched b u r e a u cracies, 
can stifle the new youth 
movement. May 17th may 
well see a commemoration of 
the Supreme Court's decision 
such as had not been en
visioned by either the justices 
or the old politicos. A total
ly new page in the struggle 
for freedom has been open
ed by the self-activity of 
Negro youth in the South. 

Freedom Fighters 
Address Harlem Rally 
Against Segregation 

NEW YORK CITY.—About 
1000 people, mostly Negro and 
white student youth, took part 
in an anti-segregation rally, on 
March 26, at Seventh Ave., and 
125th St., in support of the 
Southern Sitdowners. 

The r a l l y , which caused 
Saturday afternoon traffic to 
be diverted from 125th St., 
was addressed by student 
leaders, Ezell Blair, Jr., of 
Greensboro, N.C., Bernard 
Lee, of Montgomery, Ala., 
and Curtis Gans, a white stu
dent from South Carolina. 
They brought greetings, and 
pleas for continued support, 
from the Freedom Fighters 
in the South-
Other speakers included A. 

Philip Randolph and Jackie 
Robinson. 

Our Life and Times 
By PETER MALLORY 

SOUTH AFRICA 
On March 21 the white 

South African police fired on 
a peaceful demonstration of 
native South Africans killing 
over 72 and wounding about 
200. This brutal act of the 
white minority against native 
African people seeking free
dom from white oppression 
and domination opened up 
one of the bloodiest chapters 
in the African struggle for 
freedom. 

Since then there have been 
n u m e r o u s demonstrations, 
the burning of the internal 
passports which Africans are 
forced to carry on penalty 
of arrest. It was resent
ment against the passports 
that touched off the machine 
gun killings. Thousands of 
Africans had marched to the 
Police Station near Sharp-
yille, to burn their books and 
demand to be arrested. The 
police answer was open ma
chine gun fire into the un
armed masses. 

On March 30, with demon
strations continuing through
out South Africa, 234 leaders 
of all opposition parties and 
organizations were arrested. 

Among those arrested were 
all labor leaders, leaders of 
the African National Con
gress, the National Chairman 
of the Liberal Party, leaders 
of the Indian National Con
gress, the Pan African Con
gress and the South African 
Federation of Women. 

The masses responded with 
a mass march of 30,000 from 
their segregated villages out
side the city into Capetown, 
where they massed in the 
main .square .shouting .de
f i a n c e and demonstrating 
their strength and determi
nation before they peacefully 
dispersed. 

The police had surrounded 
the government b u i l d i n g s 
with tanks and machine guns 
which they were afraid to use 
as they have several times 
during the past week, when 
they killed many more in 
local demonstrations. 

The African workers are 
refusing to go to work, or to 
enter the city as individuals, 
and without native African 
labor the white businesses 
are at a standstill. The stock 
market falls every day. 

W o r l d indignation has 
forced the U. N. to "deplore" 
the situation but since no 
major power has clean hands 
in the matter, the resolution 
passed is expected to have 
no effect on the situation. 

The mass funeral of these 
victims of white South Afri
can segragationist policy was 
held at Sharpville, with arm
ed police on hand to prevent 
sympathetic whites from at
tending. 

Premier V e r w o e r d has 
formed an a r m e d group 
known as Skietkommandos, 
composed of heavily-armed, 

itchy trigger-fingered bur
ghers with a minimum of 
training and discipline, which 
he plans to use if the regu
lar police force is not ade
quate. AH native towns have 
been laid put by the govern
ment with the view that an 
armored tank, placed in the 
main square, can fire down 
all the main streets. 

But the tide of African na
tionalism which is sweeping 
all Africa will not be held 
back by boundaries or the 
heavily armed small white 
minority who control them 
now. 

(For more on South Afri
ca see TWO WORLDS.) 

* * * 
GHANA 

In protest of the second 
atomic explosion in the Sa
hara, Ghana has recalled her 
ambassador from P a r i s . 
While they did not at . the 
same time break off diplo
matic relations with France, 
nevertheless Ghana has ex
pressed the feeling of all the 
Afro-Asian countries, who 
had demanded that France 
not proceed on its glory road 
at the expense of the millions 
of Africans, who are bitter
ly opposed to the whole nu
clear race. Ghana's Foreign 
Minister Ako Adjei called a 
news conference to explain 
the action. He likened the 
conduct of their foreign af
fairs with "the patience' of 
an ass." 

He said: "The ass is the 
most patient animal in the 
world. The ass can endure 
any amount of indignity. But 
when an ass complains you 
watch out. For when he kicks 
he doesn't give advance no
tice." 

* * * 
THE VATICAN 

The Pope has "deplored" 
segregation and for the first 
time in history appointed a 
Negro Cardinal, an African 
who will represent Africa. 
That is fine, as far as it goeis. 

But he has failed, as have 
his predecessors, to stop the 
segregation which exists in 
the Catholic Church in the 
South (USA), the State of 

Khrushchev in France 

Louisiana for example, where 
Negroes cannot attend a 
white Catholic Church. 

The Catholic Church is, by 
its very nature, totalitarian; 
no democratic proceedures 
are permitted except among 
the elite few, the Cardinals, 
and that behind closed doors 
away from the view of the 
masses. These people live 
very well with the Fascists, 
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco, 
where the power is shared 
with them, but they have 
nothing but contempt for the 
masses of working people. 

FRANCE UNDER 
DeGAULLE 

The French farmers are up 
in arms against the regime of 
De Gaulle. Their marketing 
system, which dates from 
over 200 years ago, demands 
that all produce be sent to 
Le Havre for auction and 
then distributed throughout 
France. This naturally in
creases the costs of farm pro
ducts by 100% or more 
which the middleman, not 
the farmer, gets. 

The refusal of De Gaulle 
to change it has led to mass 
riots of farmers throughout 
France. Signed petitions by 
a majority of the French 
Parliament to assemble and 5 
discuss the situations have • 
been denied by the Dictator • 
of France. The first test of J 
the De Gaulle constitution • 
has proven it to be what we 5 
said it was, a constitution of # 
dictatorship. J 

In preparation for the visit • 
of Khrushchev to France, he 2 
did his fellow dictator a good • 
turn by arresting and de- e 
porting to the island of Cor
sica,, all of the anti-commu
nists he could round up. His 
police, with a knock on the 
door in the middle of the 
night, arrested and deported 
thousands of men and wom
en whose only "crime" was 
being anti-communist. They 
are protesting, as best they 
can, but they worry about 
their families and their jobs 
—when and if they get back 
home a f t e r Khrushchev's 
visit. 
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N.A.A.C.P. M e e t i n g 

DETROIT.—On March 18th, 
the N.A.A.C.P. here called a 
meeting in support of the 
Southern student demonstra
tions. Some 2,000 people turned 
out to hear Lacey Streeter, a 
Negro student from N.C. and 
Marion A. Wright, a white 
lawyer, also from N.C. 

The biggest ovation of the 
evening was given to Rosa 
Parks, who did not speak. 
Mr. Streeter said: "Many 

people wonder how it started 
and why it started. I believe 
sit-ins are taking place now 

b e c a u s e of the return of 
veterans to colleges and uni
versities. They are returning 
with new ideas. We sit in social 

democracy classes and hear 
about one kind of democracy 
and walk 3 blocks down the 
street and find another kind. 

Be Sure to Read 

The People of Kenya 
Speak For Themselves 

by Mbiyu Koinange 

AND THE 

Afro-Asian Revolutions 
By Roya Dunayevskaya 
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