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New Lay-Offs for ' 61 
T h e lay-offs in some of t h e p l an t s in De t ro i t a r e so 

s e v e r e t h a t if you w e r e t h e r e five yea r s ago and h a d 
seen t h e w o r k e r s coming out of t h e p l a n t and r e t u r n e d 
n o w you would no t be l ieve y o u r eyes. A t t h e Mack Ave. 
Chrys l e r p l a n t w h e r e w o r k e r s n u m b e r e d some 30,000 in 
1955 t h e r e a r e n o t 3,000 today . T h e ma jo r i t y of t h e w o r k 
ers t h a t w e r e t r a n s f e r r e d to ano the r p lan t w i t h the body 
as sembly job a r e la id off. If t h e company h a d no t t a k e n 
back f r ame w o r k from Mid land Stee l t h e r e wou ld b e 
even less, far less w o r k e r s a t t h e Mack p lan t . T h e t a lk 
in t h e shop these days is a r o u n d h o w long wi l l Chrys le r 
con t inue in business . 

Th i s is t h e resu l t of Au tomat ion , t h a t some w a n t 
you to bel ieve is progress . The mach ines h a v e had t h e 
he lp of t h e t ime-s tudy m e n w h o cu t off eve ry job t h e y 
possibly can or g ive t w o or t h r e e men ' s w o r k to one 
m a n . N o w they a re yel l ing t h a t t hey h a v e too m a n y 
cars on h a n d and e v e r y d a y some d e p a r t m e n t is be ing 
sen t h o m e after four hou r s work , say ing t h e y had a 
b r e a k d o w n or t h e y a r e too fa r ahead on stock. 

A few weeks ago the c o m p a n y e l imina ted the De-
So to car. Las t w e e k t h e r u m o r was t h a t 1962 wil l m a r k 
t h e end of t h e P l y m o u t h . E v e r y w o r k e r w o n d e r s h o w 
wil l h is day begin and h o w long wil l it last—four hours , 
f ive, six, e igh t? N o one seems to expec t 40 h o u r s a w e e k 
a n y m o r e . 

Automation's Toll 
S e v e r a l m o n t h s a g o a w o r k e r in o u r d e p a r t m e n t 

got h is f inger c rushed, t h r o u g h ho fault of his own t h e 
c o m p a n y a d m i t s . Af te r be ing off a w e e k or so h e c a m e 
back to work . H e could only use one hand . Af ter severa l 
w e e k s h e w a s told t ha t t h e c rushed f inger would h a v e 
to be t a k e n off. A g a i n h e was back in a week , this t ime 
w i t h one f inger less. 

Worked 23 Years for Company 
T h e second d a y back in t h e shop h e w a s notif ied 

t h a t h e could no t do enough w o r k w i th one h a n d to p a y 
for h imsel f a n d wou ld h a v e to be laid off u n t i l h e could 
w o r k w i th both hands . H e cr ied and said, " I h a v e work
ed h e r e for 23 yea r s and n e v e r h a v e go t t en a sc ra tch 
t i l l now. T h e safety m a n said t ha t it was unsafe to w o r k 
on t ha t m a c h i n e as i t w a s . T h e company said I h a d to 
w o r k on it in t h a t m a n n e r to m a k e produc t ion . If I h a d 
refused I Would h a v e go t t en fired for refus ing to work . 
N o w I a m be ing p u t ou t of w o r k because I d id w o r k i t 
a n d got h u r t . " Whi l e h e w a s ta lk ing to t h e s t eward , 
w o r k e r s c rowded a r o u n d h i m a n d to ld h i m to go to t h e 
un ion ha l l and te l l t h e officers w h a t h a p p e n e d and to 
come back a n d le t t h e m k n o w w h a t t hey said. If h e was 
no t p u t back on t h e job a n d n e x t day, t h e y said t h e y 
wou ld w a l k out and close t h e p l an t down. T h e n e x t 
m o r n i n g w e w e r e sen t h o m e ea r ly and h a v e no t seen 
th i s w o r k e r since. A n o t h e r w o r k e r said, "This is w h a t 
t h e un ion m e a n s w h e n t h e y say le t t h e m h a n d l e a l l of 
ou r p rob lems . " 

What Next? 

N o w these s a m e un ion bosses a re saying t h a t t h e y 
a r e giving u p t h e cost of l iving in the n e x t con t rac t be 
cause of b e t t e r f r inge benefits . W e w e r e laid off on t h e 
3rd of D e c e m b e r un t i l some t ime in J a n u a r y . W e wi l l 
lose t h r e e days f r inge benefi t pay—hal f -day C h r i s t m a s 
eve., and, ha l f -day N e w Yea r ' s eve. , C h r i s t m a s d a y a n d 
N e w Year ' s day. T h e r e a re m a n y w o r k e r s t h a t n e v e r 
got these f r inge benef i t s—they w e r e a l w a y s laid off 
j u s t before t h e ho l idays a n d cal led back a f t e rwards . 
W h a t o the r , g a m e s a r e these so-called un ion l eaders 
going to p l a y w i t h our l ives? 
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S t r e t c h i n g t h r o u g h fields, t o w n s and cit ies on t h e 
Eas t Coast f rom Flor ida to u p s t a t e N e w York and N e w 
Je r sey , on t h e W e s t Coast f rom t h e Mexican b o r d e r t o 
Oregon, f rom Texas to the Mississippi de l ta and f rom 
Texas to New Mexico, Arizona* — : 
and Southern California, two 
million Americans toil a work
ing day that seems to have no 
beginning and no end. Just the 
time of the harvest and perpetu
al travel. 

Millions of Americans have 
learned for the first time about 
these Americans—the migrant 
workers—through T.V. A few 
weeks ago Edward R. Murrow 
produced "The H a r v e s t of 
Shame." 

CONDITIONS OF LABOR 
The migrant worker averages 

136 work days a year and makes 
approximately $900 a year. He 
averages $900 a year, what he 
returns to "home base" with is 
another story. Of those inter
viewed by Murrow, one brought 
back $1.65, another $5 and a 
third broke even,, "We. were 
broke when we left and we're 
broke when we come back." 

These workers have no pro
tection in all but six states un
der any of the hard fought for 
legislations of minimum wage, 
(itself a joke) the eight hour 
day, workmen's compensation, 
unemployment insurance. They 
are excluded from all inter
state commerce and right to 
bargain laws. 

The vampires of the industry, 
the processors and packers of 
fruits and vegetables in this 
country have powerful influence 
in Washington. Those in Con
gress in turn, turn a deaf ear to 
the delegates sent by the mi
grant worker but they keep a 
vote in their pockets for the 
packers' and growers' lobby. 

Two of the smaller vipers in 
the fields that were Interviewed 
by Murrow had the nerve to 
say to millions of T.V. watchers, 
of the migrant worker: "Well I 
guess they got a little gypsy in 
their blood, they like i t . . . they 
live better than we d o . . . they're 
the happiest race of people on 
this earth." The other, "I think 
agricultural workers need the 
right to change jobs . . . freedom 
to f ight . . . but the right to strike 

We're in A Full-Blown Recession 
Nine n e w indus t r i a l a reas h a v e n o w been officially added to those w h e r e t h e 

unemployed n u m b e r m o r e t han 6 per c e n t of the labor force. This m e a n s t h a t 51 
of t h e coun t ry ' s 150 la rges t i ndus t r i a l a r e a s — or m o r e t h a n 33 p e r cen t — a r e 
officially classed as in recession. 

When the unemployed statis
tics for October, which were 
kept from the American people-
for election p u r p o s e s , were 
finally released, they revealed 
what the • w o r k e r s knew all 
along—we are in full recession, 
and have been for some time. 
There is no prospect for im
provement. On the contrary. The 
year-end wave of lay-offs is ex
pected to raise the unemployed 
above the five million mark. 
These are g o v e r n m e n t esti
mates. A truer figure is more 
like seven million fully unem
ployed, with an additional three 
million working part time. 
SPEED-UP, AUTOMATION 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

A Great Lakes steelworker 
told News & Letters, "When the 
year first began, we were just 
ending our 116-day strike. We 
all thought things would just 
have to be better this year be
cause they couldn't get any 
worse than they were. But we 
were wrong. The speed-up, 
safety conditions and unem
ployment is worse than it ever 
was." 

..-. MmMOtumiitvMJtim^Meei-
worker was echoed by workers 
in coal mines, auto factories and 
other industries. 

The story of the past year 
is a repetition of what has 
been the grim truth for the 
past decade for millions of 
Workers who have k n o w n 
nothing but full-blown reces
sion ever since Automation 
was introduced 10 years ago. 

In the last -en years the num
ber of employed miners has 
s k i d d e d fantastically: from 
some 450,000 miners in 1950 to 
175,000 today. This figure is 
still being, lowered as the con
tinuous miner continues to take 
its toll of men. 

In auto and steel it is the 
same story. In auto, 5 years ago 
there were 746,000 men work
ing, now there are 615,000. Of 
the 500,000 steelworkers, some 
100,000 are unemployed because 
of the recession and Automa
tion. Production of steel is at 
an all-time low, with only 50 
percent of capacity being used. 

BIG BUSINESS UNIONS 
As for the unions themselves, 

thfe UMW convention held in 
October gave proof of the "big 
business" that it was. National 
officers boasted that there was 
over $104 million dollars in the 
union treasury, that the union 
was a big coal operator with 
over $30 million dollars invest
ed in coal mines .The union was 
reported "sound" because of the 
good investments that had been 
made. 

Miners who have been laid 
off and their families who do 
not know where their next meal 
is coming from and those who 
have been cut off from the 
UMW welfare fund medical 
benefits - because they have been 
unemployed for more than a 
year had a common reaction: 
The union is big business, is a 
coal operator, and coal opera
tors and big business never did 
care about what happened to 
miners and their families. 

(Continued on Page 8) 

at time of harvest should be 
regulated." (sic) 
PERPETUAL TRAVEL 

It appeared as though the 
Negro American who makes up 
almost one third of the two mil
lion "happiest" of all people are 
"treated" even worse than the 
w h i t e American agricultural 
worker and they have it bad 
enough. The white American 
seemed to do his traveling by 
car and buses sent down by the 
crew leader but the Negro la
borers were herded into broken 
down trucks also sent by the 
crew leader, unable to sit and 
stopping maybe once or twice 
on a 600 mile journey. It had 
all the comfort of an endless 
rush hour subway ride. Mr. 
Murrow made the very telling 
point that produce sent by 
trucks must be refrigerated and 
cattle transported by truck must 
be watered and fed every three 
or four hours. 

When the migrants arrive at 
their "place of work" they live 
in shacks, p i g p e n s , barns, 
chicken coops, old buses, tents 
etc., with no beds, no toilets, 
no running water, nothing. And 
this is housing that the migrant 
workers must pay for out of 
their earnings. They pay the 
crew leader. 

THE CREW LEADER 
As usual the vipers in the 

fields as well as those in fac
tories do not do their own dirty 
work. In factories you have su
pervisors and foremen, in the 
fields you have the straw boss— 
the crew leader, the "patron." 
He is the one that sends out 
the trucks and buses, gathers up 
his human cargo, carries them 
to the farms, many times, weeks 
before the harvest begins so 
that the migrants are two or 
three weeks in debt already 
when they begin work., 

Another man interviewed by 
Murrow was a minister by the 
name of Cassidy. Of the migrant 
w o r k e r s in general he said, 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Detroit Automation Helps Buy 
Out British Ford Company 

Dearborn—Three hundred men are going to be laid 
off at Ford 2 weeks before Christmas. We've been watch
ing the maneuvers the company has gone through for 
this lay-off. This is the way they've been conniving: 

I work in the B Building at 
Fords. This is the building 
where the ears are assembled, 
the motor installed and the cars 
finished. My job was a 6 man 
job, 3 men on each side of the 
line. The company has just 
eliminated 3 of these 6. The 3 
men they took off haven't been 
laid off yet, but have been put 
ion sweeping or some other 
kind of piddling job. I have 14 
years seniority, and my buddy 
who was left on the other side 
has 13 years. The 3 men they 
took off our job had over 6 
years. They are the ones who 
are going to go. They will be 
replaced by men with 10 years 
seniority or more from the 
Dearborn Engine Plant This 
is the plant where the motors 
are received from the foundry 
and put together. 

Some time ago the company 
had sent the low seniority men 
from the D e a r b o r n Engine 

The Time 
Study Man 

Los Angeles—The thing that 
drives yon the most in the plant 
is the time study man. Anyone 
who has ever been under time 
study knows that they have 
been under something. The 
time study man is usually an 
engineer who flunked out of 
college. He goes under the 
guise of being a very Important 
person. You have got to know 
the type. They walk around 
the plant with a clip board in 
their band. 
A COP 

If you know there is a time 
study man around it is just 
like a Nazi or a cop, you know 
something is going to happen. 
It is hard to describe, you 
have to go through it. A lot 
of it is not in the open, a lot 
of it is under cover. They 
will stand behind posts; they 
will stand at a distance. 

TV CAMERAS? 
I don't doubt that they use 

television. They come up with 
a lot of information that they 
could not get just timing you 
for an hour. They can tell 
you every . second you use, 
every motion that you make 
with your body and your hands, 
everything you do. How much 
time you have got and how 
much more work you can do. 
As you progressively are able 
to do this work, naturally if 
you do something over and 
over several thousand times you 
get to do it fairly well, you 
get a little faster at it. How
ever, you don't benefit by your 
speed, they give you something 
else to do. Until it becomes 
almost impossible to work. 

NEVES ENOUGH 
You can start from the time 

the bell rings until the line 
stops and you still can never 
do enough work. That's what 
time study has come to today. 
The theory is that there's no 
limit to the amount of work a 
man can do. 

There's where the struggle 
comes in. You have to fight 
them. You do what work you 
can; or you go in the hole 
until somebody helps you. May
be at the end you might win 
the battle and not have to do 
it at all, or you may get fired, 
or get defeated and you just 
accept it and do it, but you go 
down fighting. 

1960 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
We are sorry we axe unable 

to publish "Way «f the World" 
in this issue. 

Plant to our B building. They 
were paving the way for them 
to be kicked out altogether as 
soon as the Automation ma
chines they got in the Engine 
Plant got going. 

. They have put so many 
new Automation machines in 
the Engine Plant since the 
end of last year and the be
ginning of 1960, that next 
year 46 men are going to be 
doing what over 200 did be
fore. They have had these 
machines for some time, but 
they have just started to op
erate since the changeover 
in September. 
By the time they are through 

shifting the men these ma
chines have replaced from the 
Engine Plant to the B Building, 
there will be 300 from our 
plant going into the street, and 
the only ones left will have to 
have 10 years seniority or more. 

* * * 
Naturally the 3 men they 

have taken off our job are not 
going to be replaced by the | 
new men coming from Engine 
plant. The line has been going 
at the same rate with 3 men 
as it used to go with 6. What 
it means is that 3 men are 
doing 6 men's work. I am work
ing 16 hours in an 8 hour shift, 
and getting one man's wages 
for doing two men's work. 

Ford can accumulate plenty 
of profit by eliminating that 
extra man's salary. In fact, 
he has accumulated enough 
this way to be able to buy 
out British Fords. As far as 
1 am concerned the 360 mil
lions he wants to pay, he has 
accumulated in just the past 
2 years—since the socalled 
contract was signed in 1959 
and the lay-offs and speedup 
began in earnest. Those 360 
millions represent our accu
mulated sweat of the past 2 
years. 

—Ford Worker 
* * * 

500,000 Jobs Lost 
The U.A.W. reports that the 

number of full-time jobs pro
vided by private industry had 
dropped by 500,000 in the past 
seven years. 

Heaven and Hell 
Detroit — If you came 

into our department at Chry
sler's you would think you 
were looking at a bunch of 
space men. We have hoods 
that go over our heads to 
keep the sparks from our 
welding torches from going 
down our shirts. You put 
grease on your face to keep 
from getting burned from 
the ares that you strike. We 
look like space men work
ing side by side. 

I think if there's such a 
thing as hell it's right on 
that line at Chrysler. If 
there's such a thing as heav
en we should go there be
cause we keep our heads 
bowed all the time. 

—Welder 

Death In 
The Mines 

WEST VIRGINIA—The car
nage in the mines contnues. The 
terrible toll in human lives b e 
cause of unsafe conditions, 
speed-up and lack of considera
tion for human life has not 
changed. If anything, it has in
creased. 

Figures released for 1960 
show that 252 men have been 

killed as of September in the 
coal mines. This represents 1.17 
men klled for each million man 
hours of exposure underground. 

For the same period last year, 
22J men were killed in the same 
period, representing 1.03 men 
killed per million hours ex
posure. 

* * * 
Billions of dollars are spent 

each y e a r to protect atomic 
workers against injury or death 
due to radiation—which is as 
it should be. Deaths to atomic 
workers c a n be counted on 
fingers and toes since 1945. 
There is a great hue and cry 
when a radiation death occurs. 

In the past five years, over 
1,500 miners have been killed 
in the mines. There are not 
billions spent on protection for 
them. Coal c o m p a n i e s save 
money by side-stepping any 
safety feature that may cost a 
dollar—even though it might 
save miners' lives. 

There is no hue or cry when 
these miners die their horri
ble deaths. They are only 
statistics. 

Unemployment 
In Steel 

DETROIT—The terrible un
employment in steel which has 
reached over the 100,000 mark 
because of Automation and lack 
of production has added to the 
anger of steelworkers through
out the country. 

In the Great Lakes steel plant 
in Ecorse alone, the work force 
has been cut from 11,500 men 
to less than 7,000. Local griev
ances which were to be nego
tiated after the contract was 
signed ending the long strike at 
the beginning of the year have 
never been settled. More griev
ances have piled up, with no 
action taken on them. 

Men have been killed in the 
plant because of lack of ade
quate safety precautions. Men 
still working have been speeded 
up to an ever man-killing pace. 
And the company continues to 
ignore demands of the men for 
better and safer working con
ditions. 

At the Great Lakes plant, the 
c o m p a n y announced some 
months ago that plans were be
ing made to build a new mill. 
These reports indicated that 
500 men would be employed in 
the new mill. 

Reports now are quite dif
ferent. One steelworker said 
that this mill was going to be 
completely automated and run 
like an IBM machine. Instead 
of the 500 men, he said there 
wilt only be 38 men working 
there. 

The Working Day 
By Angela Terrano 
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"They are slaves . . . worse than 
slaves. . . somebody makes thou
sands of dollars f r o m their 
sweat." Of the straw bosses he 
said, "Some crew leaders are 
good but the majority are bad, 
the worse thing that can be . . . 
the owner pays them 45c to 
p i c k (a certain quantity) of 
tomatoes, they turn around and 
pay the laborer 12e." A crew 
leader can make as much as 
$14,000 a year. Some of the 
money may come from a lucra
tive trade in narcotics and pros
titution. 

So the emissary of the man 
in the manor bouse brings with 
him all the degeneracy that 
capitalism has to offer. 
EDUCATION 

Education for the migrant 
worker and his family is like a 
foreign word. One out of 500 go 
through grade school. One out 
of 5,000 go through high school 
and none ever go to college. Of 
the 11 and 12 year olds that 
were fortunate to get s o m e 
schooling they had dreams like 
most children, of becoming, a 
technician, doctor or lawyer, but 
that dream must be shattered 
every time they return to work 
in the fields b e s i d e their 
mothers. 
THE "HAPPY" PEOPLE 

One nine year old boy in an 
Oklahoma l a b o r camp was 
spending the day minding his 
four younger sisters. They were 
sitting on their bed. In the cen
ter of the mattress was a huge 
hole eaten away by rats. When 
asked what he will feed his 
sisters he replied that he did not 
know. Their mother was out in 
the fields picking beans. It 
would cost her 85c to put them 
in the nursery. She worked from 
six a.m. to four o'clock and was 
paid $1. The beans she was told 
were of poor quality.She is 29 
years old, a mother of 14 chil
dren. Food for her family costs 
$2 a day. She was eight years 
old when she started to work in 
the fields. She said she didn't 
think she would ever get out. 

One father on the West Coast 
when asked what he would 
like for his family said, "I'd 
like for my family to be well, 
stay together as much as pos
sible, be on a farm away from 
so m a n y people, attend one 
church, one school.. .be happy." 
The father was a s k e d if he 
thought it w o u l d ever come 
about, "No, at the rate I'm go
ing, no sir." 

A Mr. Roach and his family 
travelled some 1,600 miles. " W e 
sleep in the woods...We had 
sausage and a loaf of bread for 
d inner . . . all the money we have 
in the world right now is $1.45." 
FOREIGN LABOR 

Migrant labor is extremely im
portant to American agriculture. 
During World War II when la
bor was scarce the growers and 
packers brought in Mexican 
workers—more than V2. million 
every year now—plus Puerto 
Ricans, Bahamians, Jamaicans. 
Although an international labor 
contract offers more protection 
to these foreign workers, the 
contracts are hardly ever en
forced. Just the fact thai such 
protection is down on paper 
however displeases the Farm 
Bureau and the growers' con
tracting associations. The Japa
nese and Filipino migrant^ how
ever fare even worse. They have 
no such c o n t r a c t between 
governments. Their contracts 
are made directly between! their 
own government and the (grow
ers' association. 

The basic aim of the oipital-
ists, divide and conquer, some
times finds an edge itfj The 
American worker finds himself 

caught in between. Some Ameri
can workers want the foreign 
migrants sent back for they not 
only take jobs away but have 
sold their labor power more 
cheaply, cutting wages practi
cally in half. But this solves 
nothing. The question that fol
lows is what happens to those 
foreign workers sent back. Capi
talism has created many prob
lems and solves none. Its basic 
tenet is to extract from the 
worker the maximum and pay 
him the minimum. This applies 
as well to the " f a c t o r y on 
wheels" as to the factories in 
the cities, to the . "slums on 
wheels" as to the slums in the 
cities. 

I have been inside of some of 
the worse sweatshops the gar
ment district, and the electrical 
shops of New York have to of
fer and they have to be rooted 
out from the foundation up, hut 
they appear as castles in the air 
compared to the conditions of 
migrant workers. 
CAPITALISM'S SLUMS 

We shudder when we see 
what the Chinese Communists 
are doing, and seem to turn our 
backs so as not to see what as 
Mr. Murrow said, is just "90 
miles from Times Square." 
Across from tills migrant farm 
in New Jersey, where people 
live in pigpens and broken 
down barns is a $500,000 stable 
for horses. 

The Chinese communes are 
born out of state-capitalist to
talitarianism and effect every 
phase of life from industrial
ization to agriculture. While 
migratory labor in this country 
is born out of the feudal past, 
the more mechanized it be
comes the sooner will it leap 
into the totalitarian orbit. 

The new nations emerging in 
Africa, that are surrounded by 
imperialism, have a d o u b l e 
problem — that of developing 
their industry and agriculture. 

Surely they cannot choose 
either private capitalism or the 
"Communists." The long sought 
freedom of the people of these 
countries would go for nought. 
If they "choose" either they 
would be plunged into a new 
slavery, that of the automation 
m a c h i n e and the migrant 
worker. 
TJ.S.A. I960 

The migrant worker in the 
United States is fighting for the 
most rudimentary working con
ditions. One worker said, "If we 
stick together and say we won't 
pick 'em until you give us a 
bathroom in the field for the 
ladies at l eas t . . . We keep trying 
to get someone to investigate. 
Our boys go up to Congress but 
they get the run around." 

This is what the American mi
grant worker is asking for in 
1960. This is what the Farm 
Bureau, growers' associations 
and Use like fight tooth and nail 
against. 

This is U.S-A. 1960, the rich
est land in the world. Why 
should anyone in Africa wish 
to follow "the American way?" 

I am returning to the prob
lem of field workers in the 
next issue. 

SPECIAL 

REPORT 
ON THE 
SOUTH 

Jan. 7, 196? 
7-9 P.M. 

87 S J Grantf River 
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Socialism Reaffirmed 
Members and friends of the London News & Letters Com

mittee welcome the development of a new, independent trend 
in working class politics recently constituted under the above 
heading, and from whose new paper, "Agitator," the following 
editorial passages are reproduced. 

* * * 
If socialism is to mean anything it must abolish the 

domination of man by man. It must establish a society 
where man lives not only in harmony with his fellow 
men but also with his own labor. 

We , . . welcome the growing indifference of work
ers to the "old" parties. Their suspicion of them is en
tirely progressive. 

Politicians assure us that this is because the workers 
are "apathetic," made so by capitalist prosperity. We 
suggest the reason is more fundamental. The workers 
see in these organizations distorted images of the very 
society which, in their everyday lives, they are com
pelled to struggle against. 

We believe that up and down the country people 
are constantly brought into struggle against bosses and 
bureaucrats that tihey are constantly striving to assert 
their ideas, and their way of doing things against wishes 
and methods imposed upon ttiem from above. 

The first issue of "Agitator" 
is a new departure in both skill 
and orientation, and deserves 
wide support 

Below are items of note from 
the current issue: 

* * * 
from; 
'Sackings,' 
by Erie Morse 

So it went on last month. In 
England, the Rootes Group felt 
it Wad made enough cars for the 
time being. In Germany, Borg-
Ward received "permission" 
from the government to sack 
its workers. In Paris, Renault, 
the pride of the French nation
alised motor industry, threw 
3,000 out of the gates—or tried 
to . . . 

Parisians blocked the grates 
7,009 strong. The press bleated 
its alarms at seeing "Peace in 
Algeria" banners in the fore
front of the demonstration. 

700 men at Cricklewood, W. 
London, launched a strike that 
grew to 10,500 through the 

Rootes Group in 24 hours. The 
Minister of Labour was at pains 
to say that other work was 
available. The Chancellor seem
ed pleased that his credit re
strictions were working so well. 
He proposed to let them go on 
working! 

Who the hell do these pious 
clowns think we are? Cattle to 
be milked or slaughtered at 
will? 6 r men with lives of our 
own to live, decently and se
curely? Just look the T.U.C.; 
They chose this moment to par
ley with the bosses on limiting 
the right to strike. 

In one month, we've seen 
that neither capitalist boss nor 
government bureaucrats can 
run the industry in a sane man
ner . . . 

We must •campaign for taking 
the factories into the workers' 
own hands. We will make them 
supply peoples* needs starting 
with the conditions of those 
who work in them. 

Readers9 Views 
War and the 

Working Class 
I begin to despair of the 

Campaign for Nuclear Dis
armament and the Direct 
Action Committee. I was in
vited to the so-called indus
trial meeting of D.A. After 
a lot of blah, there was talk 
of campaigning for "block
ing" work at Holy Loch (the 
Polaris base near Glasgow). 
Then some clot got up and... 
said we must not do that as 
it would be an act of vio
lence against the American 
sailors and their wives. 

The next day I went to 
the CND Trades Union Con
ference in a high state of 
hope that at least CND was 
to tset its teeth into some
thing. But this also was a 
dead loss. 

We had four w o r t h y 
Trades Union o f f i c i a l s, 
"speaking in their private 
capacity," telling us all what 
we knew before, and urging 
us to go round in the old 
familiar circle; the platform 
had not the lightest wisp of 
an original idea. 

I do not know if the order 
of speakers from the floor 
was especially selected but 
it seemed strange that it was 
not until the last 45 minutes 
that anyone suggested that 

CND must be linked with 
the general working-class 
struggle. Then we had four 
speakers in a row (including 
myself), but the hall was 
pretty empty by then, and 
what was left of the plat
form made it fairly obvious 
that this was not their idea. 

Trades Council Secretary 
East London 

* * * 
My own approach is that 

today nuclear weapons and 
nuclear war is the Achilles 
heel of capitalism. There is 
no sense in talking about 
unemployment when in this 
country it hardly exists al
though the motor industry 
may soon let the side down. 
Unfortunately, 6 u r s e l f -
styled revolutionary Marx
ists stable as many sacred 
cows as the Establishment. 

The point which I feel 
must be continually ham-, 
mered home is that manu
facturing nuclear weapons 
is the condition for capital
ism allowing us to "never 
have it so good," and when 
the fallacy is eventually ex
ploded, capitalism will use 
the weapons in a last des
pairing act of self-preser
vation. 

A.E.U. Militant 
Essex 

Workers Outraged at Detroit's 
Takeover of British Ford Plants; 
Fear New Speed-up and Lay-offs 

DAGENHAM — The ease 
with which Henry ?ord II suc
ceeded in obtaining .. British 
Treasury permission to get full 
control of Fords (G.B.), Ltd., 
has spread alarm and despond
ency throughout the Dagen-
ham plant. 

The younger executives and 
trainees see their prospects at 
a dead end. What hope of pro
motion have they if the plum 
jobs and high positions are 
booked for Detroit nominees? 

Much more important, the 
production workers are ap
prehensive because F o r d 
(U.S.A. is even more notori
ous for ttg inhumanity and 

callousness than the British 
company. Their profits were 
£17 per week from each and 
every man employed, on the 
task 6 months' trading. 

Within 8 years, Henry Ford 
II will get his money back, off 
the sweat of our backs'. 

It is true we hate Patrick 
Hennessy and his Boardroom 
of Hatchet Men. But neither 
do we have any liking for 
Henry Ford II. 

As one man said, "Until now, 
this firm has been half Ameri
can. Now, every job will be 
"U.S.!" (U.S. being B r i t i s h 
Army talk for 'Unfit for Serv
ice'). 

—Committee Member, Fords 

Railway Workers Face Increased 
Health Hazards and Overwork as 
More Depots Keep Closing Down 

Joseph Mustoe, N.U.R. spokes
man for railway goods shunt
ers, says, "I cannot think how 
many times colleagues of mine 
have had to carry on working 
for hours soaked to the skin . . . 

I am a patient man, but i t 
seems there is only one ef
fective way to get notice taken 
of complaints, that is to stop 
work when the wet weather 
equipment issued does not do 
the job, and any man who is 
wet to ti»e skin would be quite 
justified, in doing this." 

* * * 

At the N.U.R. Railway Sig
nalmen's Conference, details 
were given of at least 2 signal
men, in the Swansea area, who 
had to work til they dropped 
one weekend. One man had 5½ 
hours off in a continuous 32 
hour stretch. His opposite num-

Biismen Display 
Poster Despite 
Official Ban 

The London Transport Exe
cutive recently refused to allow 
the poster published by the 
London busman's union com
mittee, calling for an inquiry 
into the state Of the bus serv
ice, to appear on buses, tube 
trains or stations. 

The reason given for the re
fusal was the alleged "politi
cal" nature of the busman's 
poster. Yet at that time posters 
for "Mosley speaks . . ." (Tra
falgar Square meeting) were 
prominent in W. London tube 
stations. 

The other day, a No. 11 
bus left Dalston garage with 
the banned poster displayed 
fore and aft. I t clocked out 
at Liverpool Street at 7:34 
a. m., reached Shepherds 
Bush un-iSts e3. passei un
remarked down Fleet Street. 

It was finally "picked up" 
back at Liverpool Street, in
stantly removed from service 
and sent back to Dalston Ga
rage in "disgrace," where a 
full scale inquiry was mounted. 

Publicly-owned paste had 
been used! It was closely ex
amined by experts, who e s t ab 
lished the time of the "crime", 
but not the "culprits." 

ber in an adjoining box had 
7¼ hours off in that time. For 
both, the off time included the 
walking time to get home and 
back; 

As Bro. E. Abraham, Con
ference Secretary, put it, "How 
dare the management put a 
man practically out on his 
feet." It makes a laughing stock 
of all the safety rules, the 
union, and the workers. 

* * * 

In an "Open Letter to 
Locomen," the N.U.R. North 
and East Scotland Locomotives 
Grades Committee slate the 
Tory government and its Plan 
for British Railways: 

"So far we've got noth
ing but 3 Redundancy Agree
ments, and with depots be
ing closed down all over the 
country these are hardly 
worth the paper they are 
written on. 

"For want of adequate safe
guards, we are watching the 
Plan take shape — at a much 
greater pace than was at first 
anticipated — as if it were a 
deadly spreading plague. Every 
grade is involved. 400 stations 
have been closed . . . 

"In 1948, there were 20,211 
steam locos on our railways. 
By the end of 1963 the com
bined total of steam and die-
sel locos will be 11,390, a 
reduction oi 8,980 . . . 

While this policy is being 
operated we are being forced 
to fight, not so much to im
prove our conditions, but to 
keep the conditions we have 
already won!" 

British rales are 7s. 6d. twelve 
issues or 6d. per copy, post 
free 

British Editorial 
Committees 

LONDON: 
148 Wakefield Street, 
East Ham, London, E6 

The London Committee meets 
every Thursday, 8-10 p.m. 

SCOTLAND: 
31 Baibeg Street, 
Glasgow, S.W.I. 

"MARXISM AND FREEDOM" 
can be obtained, price 32s., 
post free from either of the 
British Editorial Committees. 

Ford Stewards 
Condemn Sellout 

LONDON — The Ford Shop 
Stewards met quickly to - dis
cuss the deal being made over 
their heads. Their public state
ment (ignored by the million
aire press) says it must have 
been a shock to realize that 
Detroit is prepared to pay £128 
million to buy out the British 
shareholders. 

"It is useless," the Shop 
Stewards' statement says, "the 
Chancellor claiming that this 
will assist in brigding the dol
lar gap, when in fact, all fu
ture dividends will be paid to 
the VS. shareholders in dollars. 

"The President of the VS. 
company stated to the press 
'that the Company's opera
tions will continue, without 
change in employment policy, 
or development programme' 
This clearly means nothing dif
ferent from the present policy 
of speed-up at every oppor
tunity, which is the 'mixture 
as before' for Ford workers." 

The Stewards add: "Ope
rating this type of policy 
could well mean an extension 
of U.S. production methods 
in practice —- running pro
duction for 9 months of the 
year and tooling up for the 
remaining 3 months. 
"This could mean a 3 months 

lay-off for thousands of our 
members working on produc
tion lines, and may well be one 
of the reasons for the take
over." 

* * * 
NOTE: Redundant and short-

time car workers in the Mid
lands are being asked by West
ern Command if they would 
like to join the Army! 

Postscript: 
Headed 'The Ford Seli-Out," 

TRIBUNE editoral ends: 'The 
motor-car industry is now more 
than ripe for public ownership. 
The Labour Party and the 
trades unions must now start 
a ful-scale campaign to explain 
this policy to the electorate." 

It would take some explain
ing! Look at British Railways! 
What's wrong with plain work
ers' control? 

Automation Strike 
300 members of the Tobacco 

Workers* union in the 3 Not
tingham factories of John 
Players struck over the attempt 
to introduce battery operation; 
one operator to 6 machines, -, 

All overtime in factories" of 
the Imperial Tobacco Co., and 
any extension of existing over
time schedules in all other 
cigarette factories is banned. 

NOW AVAILABLE 

Workers 
Battle 

Automation 
ONE SHILLING 

(See ad on page 1) 
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Editorial 
Southern Bigotry and Negro Courage 

A be-ribboned 6-year-old Negro child walked with 
great dignity through an ugly mob of shrieking white 
women. She kept this up for a week when finally a 
white child, daughter of a Methodist minister, walked 
into the "integrated" school. Then one white working 
mother brought her child to school. By then the white 
mob of 40 added to its other obscene remarks: "Kill 
her." The woman worker, Daisey Gabrielle, a native of 
Costa Rica, gave a good accounting of herself not only 
in the way she swung her big pocketbook to clear a 
path for her daughter, but in the response to the ostra-
cisism she was being subjected to: "Neighbors change. 
Principles don't." 

Thus by tortoise pace a breach was established in 
the hard core of the Deep South, 7 years after the United 
States Supreme Court Decision for desegregated educa
tion. 

It would be quite wrong to blame the ludicruously 
slow pace of desegregation on the bigoted 40 women, 
miscalled the "Cheer Leaders." Behind them stands 
the Louisiana State Legislature. And behind that stand 
not only the Deep South, or the border states which had 
gone through token desegregation, but Northern capital. 

Shame of America, Past and Present 
Since this is the year when the Republicans are 

trying to reverse the popular vote for John F. Kennedy, 
and the Southern Democrats are threatening to with
hold the electoral votes, it would be well not to lose sight 
of the shame of America—the unprincipled combination 
of Northern capitalists and the Southern oligarchy to de
prive the Negro of his constitutional rights. This no
torious "gentleman's agreement" of 1876 consisted of the 
Northern promise to withdraw the troops and end Re
construction in the South, coupled with the Southern 
promise to have its electors cast their vote in opposition 
to the popular vote. Thereby the electoral college made 
the loser (Republican Hayes) the winner, and thus the 
South regained undisputed authority to exploit and 
segregate the TSTegro. 

With the 100th anniversary of the Civil War at hand 
official white Louisiana has come full circle. The de
praved spectacle of today's Louisiana legislature^ de
bating a resolution to condemn the Supreme Court de
cision as a "Communist plot" and passing laws to abolish 
the public school system rather than integrate is the true 
though vile descendant of the rump Louisiana legis
lature which adpoted the worst of the notorious Black 
Codes to re-enact slavery in a new form after it had 
been abolished on the battlefield in its chattel form. 

The Negro as Vanguard 
Yet it was the same state which in 1866, when 

it was still a mixed legislature in which Negroes 
and whites served with distinction, enacted legis
lation providing for free public education, mixed 
schools and equal rights irrespective of race. It was 
signed by the Negro Lieutenant Governor of the 
state. It was the only democracy, education, and 
principled way of life that the state ever knew. 

The fact that the Negro struggles these past few 
years have finally gained some white support is a sign 
of the times that the days of the Bourbon South are 
numbered, and the dawn of a new South, symbolized 
by the sit-ins to end segregation, begun. 

It is not the United States Supreme Court decision 
that stimulated the self-activity of the Negro people. 
On the contrary, it is the self-activity of the Negro 
people that compelled the Supreme Court to make its 
decisions. 

The courage and the power of the Negro masses 
extended the arena of struggle from education to bus-
travel, from sit-ins at lunch counters to beaches and 
from the South to the North. 

Nor will the struggle subside now that there is a 
new administration, for the contradictions in the Demo
cratic Par ty are even sharper than that in the Republi
can Party. The vote "for" Kennedy on the part of the 
Negroes was a demand for the riddance of the Eastlands, 

• Byrds and Georges, who are the real source of inspira
tion for those 40 "cheer leaders" in Louisiana. 

Far from the Negro struggle having ended with the 
new election, the struggle has just begun. 
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Mteaders 
AUTOMATION 
BATTLEFIELD 

Automation today is. not 
in the building of the auto
mobile—it's in the making 
of parts. To put it to
gether they still have to use 
humans. 

When Chrysler went into 
Automation they borrowed 
$300,000,000 from Prudential 
Life Insurance Co. In order 
to make this investment in 
automated machinery pay 
off, they have to get the 
men to put the parts to
gether- as fast as the ma
chines make them. 
. S i n c e they went into 
Automation, C h r y s l e r has 
speeded-up •. four or five 
times more than in '57. They 
are making twice as many 
cars as when they had 4,000 
men, and they are doing it 
now with about 1,500 men. 

Chrysler Worker 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
Because of Automation, 

there has been no overtime 
in auto this year. I haven't 
had one hour of overtime 
since the model change in 
August. At this time of year 
in 1958 I was working Sat
urday and Sunday. 

Today I figured out that 
I made $3,500 this year and 
of that $1,100 I've never 
seen. It's been taken out of 
my check. I've taken home 
$2,400 so far this year. And 
Nixon called this prosperity! 

Auto Worker 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
Automation has made re

tirement a joke. The retire
ment age is 65, but no man 
can keep up the pace they 
set us these days and live 
to get his pension. 

Steelworker 
Homestead, Pa. 

. * * * 
I have worked in the auto 

shops for over 30 years, and 
I don't believe I have ever 
seen so many workers sent 
home sick as now. I know 
it's because of automation. 
I have never seen so many 
workers I know winding up 
in the hospital. That's from 
automation, too. One friend 
of mine had a kidney go bad 
from strain. 

Chrysler Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
The company's whole idea 

is that they've gotta keep 
fresh horses in the race. 
They don'jt put it that way, 
but there's their w h o l e 
policy in a nutshell. 

They have the pace set so 
high that a man can hardly 
stand it. If you can't keep 
up they send you down for 
a physical, find you have 
blocd pressure trouble or 
something and send you 
home until you "feel better" 
—that is, feel you can take 
it again. 

There are a' lot of men 
working1 who know they 
can't keep up the pace, but 
this pamphlet will get them 
to r e a l l y start thinking 
about it. 

Steelworker 
Homestead, Penna. 

•• * * * 
I can talk to my boss and 

tell him off when he tries 
to push me too far, and so 
can a lot of other guys. We 
do. But "Workers Battle Au
tomation" shows that this 
isn't enough. You can tell 
the boss off, but you haven't 
changed your conditions of 

work one bit. You've still got 
to take that drive. To really 
change things it's going to 
take me and a lot of others 
like me (and they are there, 
too) to start taking things in 
our own hands. That's the 
only way in the world we'll 
ever make labor human. 

Auto Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
A Negro w o r k e r who 

bought a copy of "Workers 
Battle Automation" at one 
of our plant gate sales here 
told lis that he was from the 
East, a college graduate who 
just got exhausted breaking 
down discrimination and not 
making it in his field He 
has been at GM for some 7 
years now and speaks of 
GM as the "last resort" for 
employment if you can't 
make it anywhere else. He 
says that is why there are 
so many minorities at GM, 
because white workers who 
have a chance somewhere 
else just don't come there. 
From what he said, the turn
over, at GM is tremendous. 

Committee Member 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
(See Ad Page 7) 

One worker in my shop 
took the Automation pam
phlet to look over but didn't 
think he wanted to buy it. 
The next day he came in 
and couldn't stop talking 
about how much was in 
there that he didn't know 
about before. When he be
gan talking to the others, 
I began selling them like 
crazy. 

One worker said it would 
be his "Number One Book" 
in his library, his prize book. 
I hope I can sell as many 
every week as I sold this 
week. . 

Chrysler Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
If we can spread this far 

and wide, workers will start 
thinking about it. Then they 
will start talking about it. 
And then they'll start acting 
on it. That's when you'll see 
something really happen to 
change our conditions, and it 
can't be too soon to suit me. 

Assembly Line Man 
Detroit 

* * * 
LEADERS & RANKS 

All the stewards want to 
do anymore is sit in their 
air-conditioned offices and 
put their feet on the table. 
When you call one, they even 
get somebody else to answer 
the phone and say they're 
not there. One day when one 
told me that over the phone 
I went up to his office my
self to see, and sure enough, 
there he was with his feet 
on the desk. They'll promise 
you anything until they get 
in office. Then they figure 
they're good for 2 years and 
they're not interested in 
getting the company mad at 
them. . 

Disgusted 
Detroit 

* * * 
Something is going to have 

to be changed for sure, but 
I don't condemn everyone in 
the union just because the 
top is rotten. Automation is 
a big problem and just talk 
won't solve it. There will 
have to be action. And that 
action will have to come out 
of the rank and file. 

Worker 
Detroit 

The shop I work in is af 
classic example of the racial 
set-up in this country. There 
are 4 of us employed. Our 
talents run about the same. 
But pay-wise it is quite 
something different. The 2 
white fellows receive $3.75 
an hour. The Japanese fel
low receives $3.50 an hour. 
I receive $3.25 an hour. As 
you probably have assumed 
•by now this is a non-union 
shop. The minimum union 
scale for our work is $3.90 
an hour. 

This clearly shows how 
the 2 white fellows are be
ing cheated and at the same 
time made to feel better 
than the non-whites. I am 
constantly amazed at the 
boss's belief that I am so 
stupid as to believe that I am 
an i n f e r i o r worker and 
therefore deserve less. 

Negro Painter 
Los Angeles 

INTEGRATION 
During the c a m p a i g n 

there was a lot of talk about 
whether or "not U.S. prestige 
really was at an all-time low 
in the world. As if it wasn't 
low enough, imagine what 
the U.S. will look like to 
the rest of the world now 
when films of, this screech
ing white " m o t h e r h o o d " 
screaming insults at those 
4 little children are shown 
throughout the world!. . . . 

Angelo Terrano 
Detroit 

If integration is the law 
of the land, as it is sup
posed to be, what possible 
excuse can the government 
have not to step in and in
tervene. As far as I am con
cerned Eisenhower has it on 
his head for what is going 
on today in New Orleans. 

With one stroke of his pen 
he could have put some teeth 
into the law. I always thought 
that if you broke a Federal 
Law you were supposed to 
be thrown into jail. I'm sure 
if I broke one, I would land 
there. But Fabus never had 
a hand laid on him. He got 
away with it in Little Rock, 
and it just laid the pattern 
for others to follow it up. 

New Reader 
Detroit 

* * * 
The school integration here 

is only nominal and there 
is essentially no integration 
even on the professional 
level. The one thing that has 
changed as a result of "civil 
rights" (and a very dirty 
word that is) is the old kind
ly and protective f eeling 
toward the "colored people." 
That's gone, dead, finished. 
The tension is high even 
among those who are not so 
d i r e c t l y "threatened" as 
those with children of school 
age. 

I suppose the sit-ins and 
boycotts have accomplished 
something. They did take 
courage. It's up to the think
ers to show the success. 
FrOm my vantage point, it 
appears that the white have 
become more white and the 
-black more black. That is in 
a never-the-twaih-shall-meet 
sense. 

White Professional 
Virginia 

* * * 
Editor's Note: The Vir

ginia. "White Professional" 
who sees that "whites have 
become more white" runs 
counter to those whites in 
Louisiana who have accom
panied their children to in
tegrated schools. 



qmnfJWnm-. 

DECEMBER, I960 N E W S & LETTERS Page Five 

Views 
Those y o u n g Southern 

Freedom Fighters—from the 
college students on th e . pick
et lines to the first graders 
in New Orleans—have made 
it impossible to sit on the 
fence any longer, and have 
inspired whites of principle 
to stand up and be counted 
at -last. I feel that Negroes 

: and whites who cherish free
dom have been drawn more 
closely together than ever 
before, and that it is the 
whites who are being given 
their chance by the Negroes 
to regain their own dignity 
once more. 

Technician 
Detroit 

•* * * 
I believe that the youth 

are so strong in the South 
today that they are really 
bringing out the hard core 
of white fascists into the 
open. 

Working Woman 
Detroit 

* * * 
I don't believe that the 

whole population of New Or
leans is like those out in 
front in the demonstrations. 
The rotten ones are always 
the loud ones, and the rot-
tenest of all are those in 
office. 

I saw a TV report on the 
situation and it seemed sort 
of funny to me that the 
Whites were speaking for 
themselves—and for the Ne
groes, too. They claimed that 
even the Negroes didn't real
ly want to integrate. It's 
strange people should go 
through so much to do some
thing they "don't really want 
tov do." Who would send a 
little child through that mob 
if he didn't really want in
tegration? 

What amazed me the most 
was the language they let 
the whites use on TV. I have 
never-heard them allow any
one to use the words about 
Negroes that they used on 
this program. Then I figured 
that maybe the TV station 
just wanted to let the rest 
of the country see how ignor
ant they sound down there. 
A lot of people think the 
White Southerners are ignor
ant. They really aren't. They 
just act that way. 

The breaking point will be 
;the fact that tlhere just 
aren't enough rich whites 
down there to build them
selves a private school. They 
will have to give in event
ually or give up a chance to 
educate their kids at all. 

Negro Worker 
.Detroit 

The press reported that 
the multi-millionaire white 
supremacist Leander Perez 
from Louisiana made his 
money through other,sources 
than as a public official with 
the salary of $7,000 a year. 
Are they kidding? What do 
you suppose public officials 
down South are for if it is 
not to railroad through 
"right to work laws" and 
other blessings of segrega-
tionism which would permit 
an oil and sulfur lands man 
like Perez to become a multi-
milloinaire? 

Office Worker 
Chicago 

* * * 
* * * 

"A DOCTOR SPEAKS" 
MD's article last issue was 

very important to me. I cer
tainly wish something eouid 
be done about the medical 
aid given to factory workers 

and poor people in general. 
It is frightening how many 
people can't go to a doctor 
because they lack the money, 
and how many get some 
crumb-bum of a doctor if 
they do go. 

One woman I work with 
had a "family" doctor, who 
was chosen, I suspect, be
cause he didn't charge very 
much. Her husband had just 
come home from the hos
pital when two of her chil
dren , got sick. One child 
had an ulcer on his tongue, 
and when the "family" doc
tor did not heal it in 2 
months time by treating ilt 
with mouth washes she final
ly went to another doctor. 
This new doctor took one 
look at her 6 months-old 
baby (whom she had just 
happened to bring along and 
whom the "family" doctor 
had also been treating) and 
promptly put the infant in 
the hospital. It turned out 
the baby was so anemic they 
even feared leukemia, which 
fortunately was not the case. 

This woman tried to get 
some help from welfare but 
was refused. She doesn't own 
her home, but she had a 
T.V. set, so the welfare de
partment said she wasn't 
eligible. She finally had to 
leave her sick husband at 
home to take care of her 3 
children and went out to get 
a job 

Working Woman 
Detroit 

* * * 
I like the doctor's column 

because it seems to link the 
living human organism with 
the mass struggle for free
dom. The human body is 
composed of many co-oper
ating forces and processes. 
The result is a healthy or
ganism. When s o m e t h i n g 
goes wrong with the system 
the Whole body suffers. So is 
it with human beings in 
their daily life. The reason 
for all the trouble is that so 
many things are wrong with 
this present system of liv
ing. 

Sign Painter 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
THE WORLD WE LIVE IN 

I like Lumumba. I don't 
know anything more than 
what I read in the daily 
papers, but I don't care for 
Kasavubu because he seems 
to be pretty easily led 
around by the nose. Lu
mumba isn't like that. 

I have a strong feeling 
toward Africa, especially the 
Congo. They are a great 
people. They haven't had 
much of a chance to develop 
because everything in their 
country has belonged to 
some other country. 

What right does a man 
have to own the diamond 
mines in another man's 
country? If the white man 
is surprised at what has been 
happening, it is only because 
the white man is no'; intelli
gent enough to see that they 
are trespassing in another 
man's land. 

Negro Auto Worker, 
Dearborn ' 

* * * 
No president since Roose

velt has acted like a presi
dent. Truman spent his time 
fishing. Eisenhower played 
golf. They both got busy 
when it came to sending dol

lars to Europe. But they 
never lifted a finger to help 
us here at home. 

When I heard that Khru
shchev sent congratulations 
to Kennedy on-winning this 
election I figured that even 
he must be glad he doesn't 
have to deal with Eisen
hower anymore. That man 
made this country look like 
a bunch of fools. What kind 
of a world leader was that? 

When they put Martin 
King in jail Kennedy tele
phoned down there right 
away. I think that's why he 
was elected president. And 
I'm for him for that, too — 
only I think that's the way 
things should be done all 
the time, not just before an 
election. 

Negro Woman, 
Detroit 

* * * 
The joint crisis in the 

British and French motor 
industries has mad? it pos
sible for us to get first class 
material from Renault work
ers in Paris and Le Mans, 
which we are reproducing 
here for sale to London 
Renault and other British 
motor workers. With our 
branch of the Ford set-up 
so much in the" news, and 
you in the home-city of 
Fords, is there any possi
bility of material being avail
able from them? 

British Ford workers are 
more than a little anxious to 
know what new features the 
complete take-over is going 
to mean for them in terms of 
techniques "imported" from 
Dearborn. 

Eric Morse, 
London, England 

Editor's Note: See page 2 
for latest Ford worker's ar
ticle, and page 3. 

NEW READERS. & OLD 
• I'm retired now and I 

read the paper more care
fully than I did before. I 
read it all the way through 
now, to see what's going on 
in the world. 

Retired Miner 
West Virginia 

• * * * 
Your paper keeps the 

worker more informed on 
what is happening in all the 
unions, and shows how the 
workers can solve these 
problems facing us today. I 
can see myself in the pic
ture presented. Every work
er in our plant would rath
er read News and Letters 
than the union papers. 

GM Worker 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
I sold 2 subs at my shop 

and lots of single copies of 
that last issue. The guys 
told me that the paper was 
"packed full of dynamite," 
and said that it had more 
information in it than the 
daily papers even if it does 
only come out once a month. 

Tool Worker 
Dearborn 

* * * 
One of the most impres

sive things I saw in News 
& Letters were the news 
items concerning Africa two 
years ago. At that time the 
African nations had not 
gained their independence. 
It was only through your 
paper that the workers 
could read the true infor
mation because the daily 
newspapers did not carry it. 

Negro Worker 
Los Angeles 

TWO WORLDS 
By Raya Dunayevskaya, author of 

MAUAiaM AND FREEDOM 

The Cuban Revolution: T h e Year After 

In a few weeks the Cuban Revolution will mark the first year 
of its victory. It is no accident that its enthusiastic and uncritical 
alliance with the Russian orbit of power is almost as old. Con
trary to the claims of the old radicals, who can no longer re
member what constitutes principled working-class politics, this 
was not the only path open to it when it shook off the American 
imperialist yoke. The revolutions that pr naded it—in tii° Middle 
East and in Africa—took advantage of the global division into 
two nuclearly-armed blocs fighting for world power to play off 
one against the other to its own national advantage. If Cuba 
chose to disregard this precedent and align itself with but one 
of these power blocs, the answer cannot lie outside of itself. 

FIDELISMO 
Forget Russia for a moment—it was nowhere around when 

Fidel Castro marched into Havana at the head of the July 26th 
guerilla movement. Neither it nor the native Cuban Communists 
supported that movement during the seven years it hid out in 
the Sierra Maestra Mountains. The revolutionary petty-bourgeois 
lawyer who led this movement had been so little concerned with 
Communist theory that he gained financial help from many a 
Cuban, and even some American, liberal bourgeois who had had 
their fill of the corrupt Batista. 

The guerilla fighters from the mountains, the peasants in 
the Oriente province, the proletariat and students of Havana 
merged to bring the greatest revolution Latin America had ever 
witnessed. There is no doubt that With the overthrow of the 
bloody Batista dictatorship, the revolution broke decisively with 
United States imperialism which had plundered the Cuban econo
my. In expropriating the American capitalistic owners, it achieved 
an agricultural revolution and put an end to the feudal relations 
between the Cuban peasants and the Cuban-American plantation 
owners. At the same time, however, the power lay not in peasant 
committees, but in the state who was the new owner. 

STATE-ISM 
As for Castro's attitude to the industrial workers, from the 

very start his bossiGt, administrative mentality stuck <>_. from 
the very first day of victorious entry into Havana when he de
manded that the revolutionary students and workers there 
put down their arms. He proclaimed his movement alone to be 
the government, his army alone the army. Nevertheless, the 
overwhelming enthusiasm for the revolution made the prole
tariat, despite its reservations, lay down its arms, and wiiiingly 
tighten its belt even as the unemployed continued to be silent. 
When it did, in-due course,'at the first trade union congress 
question some economic policies of the new government, Castro 
ran out of the convention, calling it a "madhouse." 

It is at this point that a kinship was established between 
the new regime and the native Communists, for it is they who 
used their leadership of the trade unions to transform them 
into a pliant tool of the new armed state. TOGETHER WITH 
WORLD COMMUNISM FIDEL CASTRO SHARED THE CON
CEPTION OF THE "BACKWARDNESS OF THE MASSES" 
WHO HAD TO BE LED. THE STATE WOULD HENCEFOR
WARD GIVE THE ORDERS, THE WORKERS AND PEAS
ANTS WOULD CONTINUE TO WORK HARDER WHILE 
THE LEADERS CONTINUED TO LEAD AND SET FOREIGN 
POLICY. 

Just as the peasant found that, in tilling the soil, he was 
responsible, not to a committee elected by himself and subject 
to his recall, but to the state, so the worker found that he too 
had no organization responsible to him. Despite the lower rents, 
there has been no change, except for the worse, in the workers' 
conditions of life and labor. Unemployment continues as do poor 
wages. Worst of all, there are no Workers' Councils or any other 
form of free expression, whether in their own organization or 
in the press. Those who had hailed the revolution had by now as 
little freedom to criticize any action of the government, least of 
all its total embrace of all things Russian, Chinese, East Europ
ean, including the bloody regime of Kadar's Hungary. 

The stream of refugees are by no means restricted to "Ba
tista's supporters" or "agents of American imperialism." Every 
one from the editor of Bohemia to militant trade unionists have 
attempted to escape, and if the price isn't always the firing squad, 
it is always silence. When only a Castro—Fidel or Raul—or a 
Che Guevara have endless voice here and abroad while the masses 
are made voiceless; when all spontaneity becomes hypostatized 
into state grooves; when relations with the outside world are not 
as people-to-people but through arm-state powers; and when 
all this occurs in a-world whose division into two nuclearly-
armed powers which threaten humanity's very existence—isn't 
it time for a new realistic balance sheet to be drawn up? Least 
helpful in this regard are the old radicals. 

OLD RADICALS 
Trotskyists, who have spent years in exposing Russia as "a 

degenerated workers' state" headed by a counter-revolutionary 
bureaucracy, now feel that it is necessary to whitewash that re
gime "in order to fight the main enemy, Yankee imperialism." 
Even some radicals who have spent many years exposing Russian 
Communism as just another form of state capitalism feel that 
it is their "revolutionary duty" to spend all their time attacking 
American imperialism, and none exposing the other pole of world 
imperialism—Russian totalitarianism. 

What is it that impels such self-imposed blindness to the 
tragedy of the Cuban Revolution which still has a chance to 
compel its leaders to follow an independent road? Why should 
the workers and peasants in Cuba be allowed to think that in 
the Chinese "commune" the Chinese peasants are any less op
pressed than the Cubans were by the American plantation 
owners? Why should the Cuban workers be kept in ignorance of 
conditions of labor in totalitarian state capitalistic Russia' Why 
should the Cuban people know that the Guantanamo base is a 
threat to their existence and not know that the Russian tanks 
rolled over the Hungarian Freedom Fighters? Why should they 
only know of the discrimination against the Negroes in the South 
but not know of the extermination of nationalities opposed to 
Stalinism in Russia? 

SOME POSSIBLE DOUBLE-CROSSES 
Why should literacy be equated to illiteracy of the realities 

of a world divided into two, and only two, nuclearly armed 
powers out for conquest of the world? Why not allow your new 

(Continued on Page G) 
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Y O U T H 

Thinking I t Out 
By Robert Ellery 

SIT INS, The Students Report 
Congress of Racial Equality—N.Y. 25c 

THE LA. TIMES 

The strength of this pamph
let on the sit-ins, published in 
May of this year, lies in the 
fact that it was written by the 
S o u t h e r n sit-in participants 
themselves. 

The pamphlet is made up of 
five letters from Southern stu
dents who tell how they got 
caught up in the movement, 
and one letter from a Columbia 
student who tells something of 
the activity in the North. 
HUMOR 

The sit-in participants are re
vealed to be dedicated, com
mitted and in full possession <f 
a fine sense of humor that has 
earried them through the most 
harrowing experiences. Patricia 
Stephens, of Florida A&M, sub
mitted her contribution from a 
Talahassee prison clell. Re
calling one of the repeated 
Woolworth sit-ins, she relates: 
"The waitress saw us sitting 
down and said: 'Oh Lord, here 
they come again!' . . . Every
thing was peaceful. We read. 
I was reading the "Blue Book 
of Crime' and Barbara Brox-
ton, 'How to Tell the Different 
Kinds of Fingerprints'—which 
gave us all a laugh in light of 
the arrests which followed." 

EQUALITY FOR ALL 
The honesty and simplicity 

with which the students tell 
their story speaks volumes. The 
letter of Edward Rodman of 
Norcom High School in Ports
mouth, Virginia points up the 
innate capacity the Southern 
students displayed in organiz
ing and carrying through the 
South-wide protest. He says: 
"Our group was a loosely-knit 
collection of high school stu
dents, each with the same 
ideal: 'Equality -for all.' Frank
ly speaking, that is about all 
we had in common. We were 
lacking organization, leadership 
and planning." Such is the 
modesty of so many of the 
students, that they are not all 
aware of the true magnitude 
of what they accomplished. The 
group Rodman speaks about 
held three demonstrations in 
four days, after which he says: 
"Our spontaneous movement 
was gaining momentum quick

ly. We were without organiza
tion; we had no leader and no 
rules for conduct other than a 
vague understanding that we 
were not to fight back." 

Rodman's next experience 
concisely presents the explosive 
content of the quest for civil 
rights in the South. The next 
demonstration he participated 
in was attacked by a mob of 
white youth. The Negro youth 
bought back, despite Rodman's 
pleas, and routed the mob. The 
next day 300 whites turned out 
with police and police dogs, 
who were turned loose on the 
Negroes. 

The Negro youth in Ports
mouth and everywhere else in 
the South have to contend not 
only with the mob, but with 
the power of the state. Some 
of them have shown that they 
are willing to trade blow for 
blow with the Southern prova-
cateurs. Others, like Rodman 
feel that only a tactic that ex
cludes retaliating violently to 
violence can defeat the segre-
gationalists. In Portsmouth, 
with the help of CORE the sit-
inners rorganized ineo a more 
tighlty organized, better con
trolled group to shun violence 
and carry on with the sit-ins. 
A BREATH OF FREEDOM 

Like the above mentioned 
letters, the others are as in
teresting and instructive. We 
would like to have seen a con
nection made between this sit-
in crusade and the past and 
current movements for free
dom. We know the sit-inners 
feel this link, but perhaps the 
establishment of these ties is 
expecting too much of CORE. 

As it stands, the pamphlet 
is a breath of freedom in sharp 
contrast to the vulgar ravings 
of the self-appointed represent
atives of S o u t h e r n white 
motherhood, that hover like 
vultures around New Orleans 
grade schools that will be in-
grated. 

s; ee&T*f 

Attack on Youth 
The "best newspaper west 

of Chicago" recently had an 
editorial entitled "Not a Job 
for Children." This was in re
sponse to Sen. Kennedy's pro
posal^ during the campaign for 
a "peace corps" of young 
Americans who would serve 
as technical advisers in under
privileged countries. 

The writer of the editorial 
feels that youth are too im
mature to handle such jobs 
as technical advisers. I have 
h e a r d this argument many 
times and I believe that' it is 
only used as a way to minimize 
or stop any expressions that 
the youth have. Whenever the 
youth take any action such as 
the demonstrations against the 
Japanese-American S e c u r i t y 
Pact they are immediately said 
to be immature and easily in
fluenced by propaganda. 

* * * 

The editorial doubted that 
the youth would be "capable of 
overcoming the efforts of Mr. 
Khrushchev's m i s s i o naries." 
However this is exactly what 
the youth of Hungary did; just 
as the youth of Japan, Latin 
America, and the sit-inners in 
the United States are fighting 
tyranny. And without the "ex
perience, maturity and talent" 
which the writer of the edi
torial feels they must have. 

* * * 

The youth are attacked be
cause they do not have the 
experience. However, exactly 
how far has this co-called ex
perience that youth do not 
have gotten us. In most of the 
under-privileged countries this 
experience is used to exploit 
the natural and human re
sources of the country. Per
haps what the writer of this 
Los Angeles Times editorial is 
really afraid of, is that the 
youth do not want and will not 
use this type of experience. 

AS OTHERS SEE US 

The Streams Beneath The Straws 

By Peter Cadogan 
From: CAMBRIDGE FORWARD, Cambridge, Eng. 

From time to time a boQk 
appears that alters human ex
perience by making explicit the 
possibilities of new relation
ships. When thought and deed 
have come to a standstill such 
a book makes it possible for 
them to move again—along un
trodden ways. 

It may be that a book of this 
order has recently been pub
lished in America—MARXISM 
AND FREEDOM by Raya Dun-
ayevskaya. 

* * * 
Its thesis? Much of the in

tractability of the present situ
ation steins from the fact that 
little or no original political 
thinking has been done since 
the early 1920s. This means 
that although immense changes 
have taken place in science, 
technology and economics there 
is nothing to match them in 
political i.de a s and f o r m s . 
(What have we but the New 
Deal and John Maynard Key
nes?) Thus humanity today has 
all the parts with which to 
build a new world but no idea 
how to set about it. 

Early s o c i a l i s t ideas were 
bases, or thought to be based, 
on the concept of socialist in
ternationalism . . . The dream 
was shattered by the total 
collapse of the Second Inter
national in 1914. 

When Lenin heard the news 
of the collapse he was frankly 
incredulous: "When it proved 
to be t r u e , the theoretical 
ground on which he stood, and 
which he thought so impreg
nable, gave way under him." 
He then did a very strange 
thing. Instead of throwing 
himself into the fray to re
create the International he re
tired from the political scene 

British Youth in Industry-
There are many places, especially the smaller 

works, where apprentices are used purely and simply as 
cheap and easily disciplined labour. 

t _—. i i , 

A very serious problem is the) 
employment of young workers I across the artificial barriers of 
who receive the same low rate snobbery and sectional interest of wages without any of the 
benefits which apprentices get. 
These workers outnumber ap
prentices and at the same time 
"stay on with the tools." 

Besides being heavily ex
ploited these other young work
ers are virtually excluded from 
representation in the factories. 

Trade union officials and 
others with mental rheumatism 
bemoan the fact that young 
people are not joining the trade 
unions. Why should they? Have 
the trade unions done anything 
for them? 

The problem with the factory 
remains. The Ghetto into which 
y o u n g w o r k e r s have been 
placed must be destroyed. This 
won't be done by the trade 
union Moguls but only by the 
factory and shop organizations, 
and by the young workers 
themselves. 

It is no solution to this prob
lem to set up, as some unions 
have done, Junior W o r k e r s 
Committees. The committes in 
any case have no powers. They 
the more advanced young work
ers from the basic industrial 
organizations. In my opinion 
the emphasis should be placed 
on integrating apprentices and 
young workers with existing 
factory organizations. Young 
workers should have their own 
stewards and where possible 
young workers' committees in 
the factories. These would cut 

which exist between appren
tices and other young workers. 

—Ken Weller 

to re-examine his whole phil
osophy. "He began reading 
Hegel's Science of Logic. It 
formed the great pholosophical 
foundation of the great divide 
in Marxism." After weeks o f 
study he came up with this 
startling conclusion: "It is im
possible completely to grasp 
Mark's Capital, and especially 
its first chapter, if you have 
not studied through and under
stood the whole of Hegel's 
Logic. Consequently none of 
the Marxists for the past half 
a c e n t u r y have understood 
Marx!" 

' * * * 
It is difficult to begin to con

vey in a few words just what 
this means. Modern thinking 
has been vitiated by the as
sumed oppositeness of the sub
jective and objective. It was 
this that Hegel destroyed. 
Lenin in 1914 (for the first 
time) grasped the significance 
of Hegel's discovery. 

Dynamic q u a l i t i e s are in 
t h i n g s and in persons —not 
merely operating upon'. them. 
Energy, atomic or human, does 
not require to be controlled, or
ganized, "mastered.". I t re
quires rather to be discoverew, 
understood, made free. When 
it is free it is creativity itself 
and its own justification. 

$ * * 
Thus human society can be 

self-activating and self-correct
ing and this makes any sort of 
government (the rule of men 
over men) ultimately absurd. 
This is the kernel of dialeties. 
Today homo sapiens is afraid 
of himself because of ignorance 
of the character of movement 
within himself. Straws are pre
ferred to the stream. Lenin, 
seeing this for the first time 
and thus being free, had no 
option but to make history. 
This he did and the fact that 
others' undid it for him, was 
not his fault. He was much 
too alone, too far ahead. We 
have still to catch up with him, 
and Dunayevskaya has located 
the trail. 

Editor's Note: We are glad 
to reprint on this page an ex
cerpt from "Youth In Indus
try." The article first appeared 
in the new British periodical 
"Agitator." See also page 3, 
"Socialism Reaffirmed." 

The Cuban Revolution: The Year After 

(Continued from Page 5) 

hero, Castro, to know some things about Russia—its cynicism in 
foreign policy — which might easily result in its dropping 
of Cuba the minute it could get a "peaceful co-existence alliance" 
with America? Why, for that matter, not make yourself aware 
that this petty bourgeois lawyer is just as cynical and could as 
easily slide into alliance with the American State Department 
if it came to face the only truly independent third force—the 
masses wishing to mold their own destiny in their own hands 
sans Fidel Castro, Che Guevara and the newly-arisen state 
bureaucracy? 

There is one reason, and one reason only, behind all this 
self-imposed blindness to the realities of our state capitalist 
world. One and all are Planners who fear the spontaneity of the 
revolutionary masses more than anything else on earth, including 
state capitalism. 

Fidelistos, like Communists, Trotskyists like other radicals 
who thirst for power, share the capitalistic mentality of the 
"backwardness of the masses." All are ready "to lead," none to 
listen. 

WHO ARE DOOMED? 
It has-been said of Jesus: "He could save all others. Himself 

he could not save." It needs now to be said of the old radicals: 
They could save no one, and now they do not even want to save 
themselves. The one consoling feature is their impotence. Far 
from being capable of dooming the revolution, history will show 
them to be the doomed ones. 

THE AFRO-ASIAN REVOLUTIONS 
By fcAYA DUNATEVSKATA 

25c — Write Mews & Letters, 8751 Grand River 
: Detroit 4, Michigan 
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DISCUSSION ARTICLE 

Woolworth Picket Lines 
I have given considerable thought as to why the 

picket lines have been so sparsely populated with 
Negroes. This is true in Los Angeles, and I feel certain 
must be true of most of the North. Then I began to ex
amine the motives that led me to the picket lines. 

First of all, I felt that I S — —: 
wanted to become personally 
involved in the struggle. It's a 
struggle every day "but this was 
active participation and a small 
amount of showing the com
munity that I did, indeed, pro
test. Then I began to wonder 
WHY I came. 

Since my early twenties I had 
been loosely associated with a 
few psuedo-socialist or Marxist 
people, and had probably be
come aware that this was a col
lective struggle and not one 
that could be won or decided 
by any one person. Upon talk
ing ' to the people, on the line 
I was aware that the ones that 
showed up constantly were 
people with some kind of leftist 
leaning. This left me with the 
.conclusion that the struggle 
could not be won with spurts 
and flurries all disconnected. It 
has to be a collective and con
tinuous mass struggle if it is to 
succeed. 

I am convinced that this is 
the reason we get so little re
sponse from the Negro com
munity. They know the-struggle 
is there, but they cannot agree 
on how it must be fought. That 
is why I am convinced that a 
thorough-going knowledge of 
the history of the- Negro strug
gle in America is not only 

-necessary but vital to that 
struggle. Also and of equal im
portance are the economic con
clusions of Marx. News and 
Letters has a tremendous job 
to do. 

Fifteen years ago there wasi 
a desire among Negroes for 
money as a solution to the 
problem. Today this is still of 
some importance, but it being 
replaced by an insatiable desire 
for freedom first. The Negro 
press is now beginning to sup
port people like Lumumba, Cas
tro, and anyone not only anti-
American but revolutionary. 

In the December issue of 
Ebony there is an editorial en
titled "The Best is Now" and it 
rambles about the burden or 
responsibility the Negro must 
shoulder after civil rights but 
the; thing that impressed me 
were the words, "but the goal 
will still be freedom—not a 
free black man nor a free white 
one, but a free world for all 
men." This to me seems like a 
new awareness of the need for 
a new society, especially since 
it comes from such a money-
worshipping and success-story 
magazine as Ebony. I would 
appreciate your comment on 
this. 

—Negro Picket 

West German Nazis 
Adenauer Germany is per

meated with Nazis who are 
called "former Nazis" only 
because they no longer have 
total power and know well 
the politicans' tricks of vot
ing for "friends", in this 
case the "Democrat" Chan
cellor Adenauer. The latest 
national scandal in Germany 
is what is taking place in 
the north German state of 
Schleswig - Holstein, headed 
by Kai-Uwe Von Hassel, a 
prominent member of Aden
auer's Christian Democratic 
Party. 

Take the case of Franz 
Schlegelberger, He occupied 
no less a post in Hitler Ger
many than that of "secretary 
of justice". The "justice" 
consisted of legalizing mass 
annihilation of medical pa
tients and other victims of 
notorious Nazi "race-pu-ifi-
cation" plans. First the Am
erican authorities decided to 
release him after he served 
only 4 years of a life im
prisonment sentence for war 
crimes. Then the native au
thorities followed the Am
erican lead by approving a 
monthly pension of $700 as 
befits a high-ranking Nasi 
official, only this time it is 
called "government service." 

Or take the Storm Troop 
General Heinz Reinfarth— 
he is presently a deputy in 
the Schleswig-Holstein state 
parliament. When German 
citizens trie'd to speak out 
against him, the criticism 
was suppressed on the fan
tastic ground that it would 
curtail his freedom of speech 
as a state employee. And so 
it goes throughout t h a t 
happy hunting ground for 
living Nazis. Lothar Stielay, 
an official of the neo-Nazi 
German Reich Party, con
tinues to teach the youth of 
Germany, despite this time 
legal charges having been 
brought against him for 
mocking "The Diary of Anne 
Frank." 

Not only are they teachers 
of "demoncracy" but these 
same exterminators of hu
manity are found in the 
Schleswig-Holstein medical 
field. Thus Prof. Werner 
Catel is serving as a profes
sor of children's diseases at 
Keil University, although he 
has admitted that as a "race-
purifier^ under Hitler he 
selected young children for 
death! And do you know on 
what grounds a Hamburg 
court acquitted him? It was 
because he "believed in the 
legality of his actions"! 

WORKERS BATTLE AUTOMATION 
By Charles Denby 

Editor of News & Letters 
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Created By Automation: 

• UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE NEGRO 

• WAR AND THE H-BOMB 

• YOUTH THE WORLD OVER 
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A First Hand 
Look at Politics 
In N. Rhodesia 
By A. N. L, Wina 

From: Northern Rhodesia, 
(AFRICA) News Surrey 

I reported at Lusaka, nation
al headquarters of the United 
National 1«dependence Party of 
Northern R h o d e s i a on the 
morning of July 11th. My de
parture from Los Angeles In
ternational Airport had been 
hurried; I* was being urgently 
called home for consultations. 

, . . In Northern Rhodesia 
. . . tension has grown to such 
a degree that if trouble started 
it couid be on a much wider 
scale than anything seen sc 
far. African aspirations have 
been suppressed far too long. 
Political education has per
meated the Africans' living 
areas in the cities and the 
villages to a degree hard to 
imagine. One young member 
ef a consulate staff told me in 
Lusaka, "you can never talk 
anything even with yew clos
est African friend in this 
country but politics. It is 
politics at the table, politics at 
parties and even at work." The 
European settlers, on the other 
band are encouraged by their 
previous successes in wresting 
power for themselves from the 
British Colonial Office and are 
under the illusion that this 
trend could be maintained. 
They are literally arming them
selves to withstand any trans
fer of power to the African 
majorities on the grounds of 
"what we have, we hold." 

' . - • ' * * * 

With my arrival' at Ndola . . . 
I found that in its attempts to 
stifle African political expres
sion, the government maintains 
a frightening degree of control 
over all African political meet
ings and publications and none 
at all over those of the white 
settlers. It is lawful for a 
European to agitate for violent 
resistance of any change while 
it is sedition for an African 
to advocate violence in any 
needed and overdue change . . . 

After this three-week tour 
of the country, I came hack 
convinced that: 

a) The United National In
dependence P a r't y exercises 
near total influence throughout 
the country in contrast with 
any other political organiza
tion; 

b) The Party is organized on 
the basis of collective leader
ship and Kenneth K a a n da 
holds the undisputed and high
ly respected position of leader; 

c) The Party has been ex
ercising a restraining influ
ence over the impatient and 
freedom-hungry p o p u 1 a tion 
which it may net, in my view, 
maintain after October if it is 
to continue to be held in high 
regard by its followers and the 
country as a whole; 

d) The people all over the 
country expect more than is 
generally realized in America 
from the American people, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the American 
Negro, in terms of material 
s u p p o r t for their freedom 
movement and their education
al needs. 

* * * 
Editor's Note: For copies of 

the complete article by A.N.I. 
Wina write to 821 Glenmont 
Avenue, Los Angeles 24, Cali
fornia. 

Eye-Witness Report 
OB 

N, Rhodesia 
By A. N. L. Wina 

Sunday, Dee. 18, 1960 

At 1904 S. Arlington Ave. 
Rm. 207 

A DOCTOR SPEAKS 
By M.D. 

Where Are We Going With Our Science? 
No known life can exist in 

the vicinity of the chemical 
explosions continually taking 
place on the sun and on the 
billions of similar bodies that 
form the universe. The radia
tions or energy waves produced 
in these explosions are deadly, 
but so are the rays produced 
by the collisions of the infini
tesimal particles within the 
atom. There are, however, cer
tain radiations that are essen
tial for the existence of living 
matter. In fact, life appears 
to be a means of receiving, 
concentrating, and utilizing the 
different forms of this energy. 
"DIVIBED MAN" 

The human body is, however, 
able to receive very little of 
the shorter wave radiations of 
electro-magnetism from ultra
violet to ultrasonic to X-rays. 
Even the very small quantity 
of cosmic rays that occasionally 
reach us from the stars can do 
much harm to life. With the 
H-bomb we are duplicating on 
our very doorstep the radio
active conditions close to the 
sun. The splitting of the atom 
with the release of powerful 
radiations is a scientific break
through now confronting be
wildered humanity and divided 
man. Unless it serves to help 
in constructing wholeness in 
man it can destroy him. 

As I write. this, the weird 
wail of the weekly defense test 
siren all but ruptures my ear 
drum. The nurse in my office 
is one of thousands of zealous 
individuals organized into civil 
defense groups that meet regu
larly. There is a great show of 
enthusiasm, activity, and pa
triotism as they listen to lec
tures and see demonstrations. 

Most people, however, seem 
to be unimpressed by appeals of 
civil defense bureaus, aspiring 
leaders, medical and political 
and manufacturers of home 
bomb shelters selling for "less 
than 90c a day." I share this 
lack of enthusiasm. 
A CITY HIT BY H-BOMB 

Last year a congressional 
sub-committee received expert 
testimony on "The Biological 
and Environmental Effects of 
Nuclear War." It was reported 
that with the dropping of a 
small-sized H-bomb on a city 
of a million people many thou
sands would die immediately. 
Of the hundreds of thousands 
injured, one third would be so 
badly hurt as to be hopeless; 
one third would need hospital 

treatment and immediate surg
ery to save life; the remaining 
one third would be considered 
"light" cases but would need 
he!p from doctors. People 
would be trapped seven to 
fifteen miles from the center 
ef the explosion by the debris. 

The same congressional sub
committee in reviewing the 
Nevada testing ground experi
ments on houses noted that 
there was very little protection, 
in ground floors and basements 
of most houses. I t was stated 
that in an area sixty by nine 
miles there would be a dose 
of over 6000 roentgens for two 
days after the dropping of a 
"small" bomb. Dropping of a 
2000 megaton bomb on the 
United States would kill 55% 
of the population. Even if the 
population were well trained 
and had bomb shelters, 45% of 
the population would be killed. 
It is estimated that the United 
States has stockpiled at least 
28,000 megatons of nuclear ex
plosives and Russia not much 
less. 

Six hundred roentgens will 
kill nearly every human being 
exposed to the dose. Four hun
dred fifty R will bring death 
to about one half the people 
exposed. There is cell damage 
from doses of fifty to two hun
dred roentgens. The effects of 
lower radiation are cumulative 
and may be productive of seri
ous disease. 

It might be well to know that 
a fluoroscopic X-ray study of 
the stomach and intestines in 
some doctors offices gives 
twenty-five and more R for 
each minute of exposure. An 
X-ray of the full mouth gives 
up to ten R; an X-ray of a spine 
up to four or five R per film. 
These figures vary with dif
ferent X-ray machines and 
techniques of exposure. It is 
therefore certainly good sense 
for an injured workman to be 
cautious as to the place and 
person through which he sub
mits to X-ray exposure. Espe
cially is this desirable if he is 
young, since the blood and 
reproductive cells are extreme
ly sensitive to X-rays. 

It is just as sensible to be 
more than hesitant about de
pending on bomb shelters, 
basements or cavil defense 
salesmen to save us from nuc
lear war destruction. There 
must be an end to the separa
tion of science from humanity. 
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We're In A Full-Blown Recession 
{Continued from Page 1) 

Auto workers are saying 
the same thing about their , 
u n i o n , and particularly so 
since the UAW reported that 
there is over 46 million dol
lars in the treasury. This is 
10 million more than it was 
last year at a time when many 
thousands more auto workers 

. are not working and are not 
paying dues. It is supposed to 
be a strike fund, but already 
Reuther is p r e p a r i n g for 
nothing but sell-out "now 
that we have a friend in the 
White House." 

Finally, "the left of the left," 
Harry Bridges' Longshoremen's 
Union has just accepted the 
terms of the Pacific Maritime 
Association which would permit 
unbridled Automation to be in
troduced. 

WAR PROPAGANDA 

The Government has chosen 
the anniver&ary of the dropping 
of the bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki to carry, on a propa
ganda for air shelters, for pre
parations a g a i n s t any other 
"day of infamy." The release of 
the pictures of thes* A-bombs 
and the human slaughter has 
had the opposite effect. It is 
openly admitted by all mass 
media that no one takes ser
iously the propaganda air shel
ters as any defense against a 
nuclear ho o.aust. There are 
no buyers of this "defense." The 
pacifist action at the launching 
site of the new nuclear-powered 
s u b m a r i n e s met with wide
spread sympathy. Not only that. 
There is an international fla
vor to the desire for peace in 
the f e e l i n g of solidarity the 
American workers and Negroes 
have toward the mass demon
strations in Japan against any 
war pacts as well as for the Bri
tish mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
against nuclear war. 

POLITICS AND SUCH 
One thing the electioneering 

has achieved is that the work
ers are talking about politics in 
an altogether new way. It is 
not the politics either of Ken
nedy or- the labor bureaucracy. 
It is the politics as a way of 
life of the millions of people 
struggling for freedom through
out the world..In one shop, for 
example, they were discussing 
the Congo, Lumumba versus 
Kasavubu, with the familiarity 
with which they talk about Mac-
Donald versus Rarick. The 
Negro w o r k e r s , especially, 
were, to a man, with Lumumba, 
holding that he could not as 
easily be led around by the 

nose as were either Kasavubu 
or the so-called strongman, Mo
butu. "There is no point," said 
one, "to stand in line with hat 
in hand pleading for freedom. 
You get only what you fight 
for." He pointed to the South
ern sit-ins to prove his point. 

In terms of world politics 
these, of course, are not isolated 
battles.. Every battle fought by 
Negroes in the United States is 
news flashed around the globe. 
What workers in other countries 
see in this is an alternate to the 
p o w e r s t r u g g l e between 
America and Russia. Thus in 
apartheid South Africa the Afri
cans, have adopted the tech
nique of the sit-downers. At the 
same time, in the s t r u g g l e 
against layoffs at the Renault 
plant in Paris the French work
ers went on strike, carrying 
signs demanding independence 
for Algeria. The feeling of in
ternational solidarity is the new 
element in the struggle of the 
American workers as they wait 
for the new Administration to 
take office.- They are not wait
ing, hat in h a n d . They are 
organizing themselves for the 
battles ahead. 

RANK AND FILE 
OPPOSITION 

The disgust of the men to
ward the do-nothing policies of 
the union leadership is taking 
many different s h a p e s , from 
wild-catting to organization of 
rank and file caucuses. There 
will be new elections in the 
steel union in February. Many 
local steel unions have placed 
the name of Donald Rarick in 
opposition to their- president 
David MaeDonald. In the auto 
union, there is a National Com
mittee for Democratic Action 
UAW, as well as many local 
rank and file groups that are 
prepared to push their "thirty-
hour week at forty hours' pay 
at the new convention. In the 
longshoremen's union the men 
are organizing against ratifica
tion of the sell-out contract on 
Automation. 

At the same time it is clear 
both among the workers who 
have a job and those who are. 
jobless that the unstinted sup
port given to Kennedy means 
that they e x p e c t him to 
change conditions, and they 
do not mean to wait forever 
for him to end the recession. 
Plunging into war is not the 
answer they see to continu
ous recessions,. The air of ex
pectancy has a deadline ele
ment in it that it will dis
charge at the start of the new 
year. 

December 37, 7960—9 P. M. Till? 
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Our Life and Times 
By PETER MALLORY 

South American 
Revolts 

Venezuela has been the 
scene of army troops firing 
machine guns into crowds of 
unemployed workers. Argen
tina was the scene of two 
revolts in less than a week. 
In Nicaragua, Honduras and 
Guatemala revolts against 
the dictatorial governments 
broke out in a single week. 
Haiti and the Dominican Re
public are on the verge of 
revolt. There are many in
dications of revolt in Colom
bia and Costa Rica\ Not even 
the Eisenhower Administra
tion has been able to blame 
all of these revolutions on 
Castro. 

Yet Eisenhower has chosen 
this moment to send the U.S. 
fleet to patrol the shores 
against a "Castro plot" and 
insure the present dictators 
against the revolts of the 
people. The nailed fist only 
succeeds in making Castro 
into a hero. 

Latin A m e r i c a , after 
Africa, is probably the most 
plundered continent. De
mocracy there is a myth and 
the army, which survives 
each revolution, continues as 
the real power, with the sup
port of American imperial
ism. 

The contrast between the 
extreme rich, who have de
rived their wealth from oil, 
political exploitation of the 
natural resources of the con
tinent and the starvation 
wages paid to the workers, 
shows the real reason why 
there are so many revolu
tions in Latin America. 
Added to the economic ex
ploitation by its native 
rulers as well as American 
imperialism is the perennial 
military rule, the dictator
ships which are under the 
full protection of the U. S. 
State Department and which 
protect corruption and sup
press the democratic efforts 
of the people to change their 
governments. It is for this 
reason that Fidelismo is so 
attractive. He did at least-
get rid of "Yankee imperial
ism." Until the one-crop 
economies are ended and all 
their natural resources al
lowed to develop under their 
own rule, the peoples of 
Latin Ame'rica will continue 
to revolt, Castros o r no 
Castros. 

Fruits of Conquest 
How would you like to buy 

all of your groceries at a 
25% discount, buy your 
cocktails at 25c each, your 
liquor at $2.00 per quart, 
your new car at less than 
wholesale, gasoline at 14c a 
gal. cigarettes at 7c a pack, 
free medical care, vacation
ing at $1.25 a day, housing 
at less than $50 per month? 
.This is not the promise of 
the socialist future but the 
reality of being a wife of an 
Army, Navy or Air Force 
officer located abroad as an 
occupier of our rich de
feated former enemies, now 
allies of American imperial

ism. What is it costing you, 
as American workers, facing 
unemployment, paying taxes 
and all time high prices in 
the U.S.A.? 

The present "Gold Crisis" 
reveals that the U.S. is suf
fering a 3 billion dollar 
yearly loss just in paying 
the salaries of the troops and 
their dependents who are 
living abroad. At the present 
rate of spending, within 6 
years the entire gold supply 
of the U.S. will have been 
spent abroad. That is why 
Eisenhower, after the elec
tion, has called for the "de
pendents" to come home. 
But the larger question, the 
spending of $40 billion a 
year for so-called "defense" 
in a world situation where 
even they admit they have 
no defense f o r missile-
carried atomic destruction, 
is plain insanity. 

If American industry were 
to cut off their $40 billion in 
war •contracts, any govern
ment which proposed it 
Would fall overnight. Let Us 
face it. American capitalism 
could not exist today with
out that $40 billion in war 
contracts. It needs the so-
called threat of war to exist. 

* * * 

Louisiana Barbarism 
The sorry spectacle of a 

mob of ignorant white wo
men, howling like demented 
animals at a 5-year-old Negro 
child trying to a t t e n d 
school, reveals the result of 
Southern barbarism which 
calls itself the "Southern 
way of life." These fools are 
but a very small fraction of 
the people of the state, at 
latest count they number 
about 40. Who is to blame 
for the mess? 

T h e present Louisiana 
Governor, Davies, is more 
noted for guitar playing than 
for having any brains. He 
calls the shots as the 
Southern Bourbons, living 
off t h e sweat of non-
unionised labor, order him 
to. The racketeer-ridden le
gislature started the whole 
mess by passing a series of 
segregation measures to 
please theise tycoons, and 
which the Federal Courts re
cently declared -unconstitu
tional. Without the sanction 
of the state legislature on 
the side of ignorance and the 
weakness of the Federal 
Government to enforce Fed
eral law, the schools would 
be operating on a desegre
gated basis by now. 

One incident r e c e n t l y 
shown on T.V. showed a 
hateful white woman trying 
to force her 4 or 5-year-old 
boy to shout the slogan "We 
don't want integration". She 
poked and shoved him and 
shouted the slogan at him, 
but the only comment the 
child would make was, "NO". 
His refusal to repeat his 
mother's slogan stood out in 
sharp contrast not only to 
his ignorant mother and 
m o r e ignorant Governor 
Davies, but also to President 
Eisenhower who is too busy 
playing golf, and giving 

"farewell banquets" at the 
White House—when he is-
not sending warships to 
South American waters^-to 
speak out for democracy not 
"over there" but in the 
country over which he pre
sides. 

* * * 
The Congo 

As we go to press we see 
the results of the victory of 
"the West" in the U.N. in 
seating Kasavubu—the man
handling of the duiy elected 
Premier Lumumba and shov
ing him into prison under 
the trumped up charges of 
"inciting to revolt." In fact 
it is the connivance of Am
erica with Belgium which 
put Kasavubu, who had only 
12 of the elected deputies to 
Lumumba's 36, into the: Pre
sidency of the Republic, 
after which he suspended 
Parliament, arrested Lu
mumba and established the 
dictatorship of C o l o n e l 
Mobutu. Mobutu gets his or
ders from the Belgian im
perialists who are returning 
under many guises from 
technicians to residents and 
connives with the other Bel
gian puppet, Premier Moise 
Tshombe of secessionist 
Katanga. 

Mobutu cannot control his 
rape of the Congolese people, 
troops from acts of terrorism, 
and extortion from U.N. of
ficials who displease them. 
The one thing he is good at 
is to work up a lynch party 
to manacle Lumumba who 
was trying to return to his 
home and political rule of 
Stanleyville. The're is no 
doubt that Lumumba h,ad re
lied on economic aid from 
Russia as well as Ghana, 
Guinea, and other African 
Republics, but since when is 
that a crime? 

The U.N. first played the 
f u l l American imperalist 
game when it entered the 
Congo and began interfering 
in Congolese affairs and 
kept Premier Lumumba even 
from using the radio to talk 
to his people. Later even 
that personnel could not 
stand by and see Belgium 
steal its way back to rule 
after it had supposedly 
granted the Congo its inde
pendence. But the U.N. ad-
minstrator no sooner began 
sending those type of re
ports back when Eisenhower 
showed he had as little use 
for the U.N. as Khrushchev 
had when the reports were 
against him. The "brave lone 
Hammersjold" is just silent. 

If the U.N. connives now 
in this barbaric act against 
Lumumba, it will stand ex
posed to the world as nothing 
more than an American im
perialist puppet. The "West" 
was quick enough to forget 
all about democracy and 
freedom for sovereign states 
when the particular sovereign 
state—the Congo—proved to 

: have become the battle-
> ground between Russia and 
America for control over 
Africa. The victims every
where will be the African 
freedom fighters. 
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