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New Automation — More Speed-Up 
They are saying that we are in the first stage of Automation. 

Some contend that there will be a second, third and fourth stage 
in this development. At our last contract ratification, a worker 
read a statement from a magazine by the then Secretary of 
Labor, Goldberg, which said workers have not yet felt the real 
effects of Automation. 

As it was reported in past issues of News & Letters, statistics 
show that from 1953 to 1960 Automation had eliminated 1,600,000 
jobs in major industries and at the same time there was a 17% 
increase in production. From 1961 to 1963 there was a 21% rise 
in production as a result of Automation, while Automation was 
eliminating 200,000 jobs per month. The AFL-CIO has lost one-
half million members through Automation and speed-up. 
NEW MONSTERS ON STUB FRAME LINE 

The automobile companies are now in the process of model 
changes, and I have witnessed some of the new monster machines. 
When comparing the new machines with those of past years, 
one will have to say that we are entering this second stage of 
Automation. Now it takes 12 workers to assemble a frame before 
it is placed on the line for completion by other workers. One of 
these new machines will replace all those workers on the next 
model. 

Reuther plays with words about his coming contract demands. 
He speaks of profit-sharing, double-time pay for work over eight 
hours, and the shorter work-week. Management has been quietly 
watching and waiting. As soon as Reuther mentioned working 
conditions by saying his union will do something about the pace 
of production, Henry Ford II yelled out against his statement. 
Ford said, production and more production, when he said that 
"each individual worker must not be interferred with." 
SCORES RALPH McGILL 

Ralph McGill in his syndicated column "Marxist Philosophy 
Is Outmoded by Material Progress" (Detroit News, March 13, 
1964) reports that a professor at East Berlin's Humboldt Uni
versity, a Robert Havemann, "has demanded in public class 
room lectures that Marxism and dialectical materialism be thrown 
out the window because they retard scientific progress." 

McGill then goes on to say that "Marx wrote that man could 
be rescued from the 'kingdom of necessity to the kingdom of 
abundance' by the scientific theory which he propounded." He 
further states, "Marx admittedly had much of his argument, or 
dialectic, from Friedrieh Hegel." 

When you read the column and know any of Marx's works 
and writings, one can see how these "experts" try to confuse the 
minds of people by twisting and distorting Marx — saying Stalin, 
Tito, Mao and Khrushchev are all Marxists. The same is true of 
dialectical materialism and the class struggle — to Marx it was 
what kind of labor should man perform? 

Marx's criticism of Hegel's Philosophy of Right is that it is 
not the consciousness of man that determines his existence, but 
on the contrary, his social existence which determines his con
sciousness. Where Hegel saw objective history as the successive 
manifestation of "World Spirit," Marx instead placed the objective 
movement in the process of production. Marx separated labor 
from product, and from property, and looked for the contradic
tion within labor itself. Marx posed dialectically the fundamental 
problem, what kind of labor should man perform; which is today 
being battled out the world over. 
"DESPERATE HUNGER" 

Automation has made this question urgent in the United 
States — which neither McGill nor professor Havermann can 
answer. As McGill stated in his column, "We now have the 
means of increased material welfare, but even in the more 
advanced industrial states we are confronted with problems of 
unemployment; surplus food commodities are needed to keep a 
shocking number of persons from desperate hunger." 

The reason the "experts" do not have the answer is because 
they can only see wealth and technological development outside 
of the working people. 

Marxism is in the aspirations and actions of the working 
class. As far as today, nothing short of a philosophy, a total 
outlook, which Marx first called not "communism," but "Human
ism," can answer the manifold needs of the working people. His 
analysis of labor, and that is what distinguishes him from all 
other Socialists and Communists of his day and ours, goes much 
further than the economic structure of society. His analysis goes 
to the actual human relations, "to have one basis for life and 
another for science is a priori a lie," he wrote. 

"Freedom is so much the essence of man, that even its 
opponents realize it, in that they fight its reality. No man 
fights freedom; he fights at most the freedom of others." 
Marx continues, <'every kind of freedom has therefore always 
existed, sometimes as a special privilege, another time as a 
universal right." 
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Miners and wives ask 
all to join the fight pn 
poverty. 

MINERS' COMMITTEE HOLDS 
KEY TO AREA'S FUTURE 

HAZARD, KY.—"They've tried to run us off, buy us out, scare us away. Every
thing—just to get us to quit. We just won't." The words were said matter-of-
factly by a leader of the striking miners in southeastern Kentucky, where for the 
past five years the coal operators and miners have been locked in a life-and-death 
struggle. The massive power of the operators—stretching from the local official poli
ticians, boards of education, police, papers and courts to the state governor's chair— 
has been mobilized in an offensive to destroy the organized labor movement and 
to crush the fighting spirit of the striking miners. 

Efforts to destroy the organ
ized labor movement, repre
sented by the U n i t e d Mine 
Workers union in the area, have 
been almost completely success
ful. However, far from break
ing the spirit of the striking 

* miners, the years of battle have 
united many of them into a 
solid unit. 
COMMITTEE FORMED 

Out of the experiences and 
the needs of the roving picket 
organization formed in 1959 
when the struggle exploded in
to violence, a new organization 
recently emerged. On Jan. 31 
of this year, the s t r i k i n g 
miners and their families or
ganized themselves into the Ap
palachian Committee for Full 
Employment. 
~ - l t e Committee meets every 

Saturday afternoon in a local 
union hall, and anyone is wel
come to attend; women par
ticipate actively; one woman 
is on the executive commit
tee of the group. Recogniz
ing that their battle is one 
that faces oppressed people 
everywhere, the Committee is 
exerting great effort to forge 
links with the whole of the 
labor movement, the youth 
and the Freedom NOW Move
ment. (See related story this 
page and others on pp. 3, 6 
and 7.) 

ONE MEETING 
The full scope of the com

mittee's activities can be seen 
from the order of business dur
ing a recent meeting. 
1. Petition campaign—all pre
sent took petitions urging the 
passage of a federal law to 
have all mines covered by fed
eral safety regulations (at pre
sent, mines employing 16 men 
or less are exempt from these 
safety provisions.) 

2. Work on local Federal 
projects—voted unanimously to 
send letter to Washington pro
testing out-of-state workers be
ing brought in to work on fed
eral projects designed to pro
vide local employment, and 
warned that picket lines would 
be placed around every federal 
project in southeastern Ken
tucky if the situation was not 
corrected. 

3. Frankfort demonstration 
—committee m e m b e r s re
ported who participated in 
Freedom March held on prev
ious Thursday in the state 
capital. 

4. New members—invitation 
extended for any in audience 
to join the committee who had 
not as yet done so. Women and 
men signed independently of 
each other. 

5. Visitors — chair invited 
visitors to introduce them
selves, and speak if they 
wished. Visitors included six 
students from George Wash-

continued on Page 8) 

Hazard Miners Jo in In 

Black and White Support 
Frankfort Freedom March 

Combs, Ky. — Five carloads of unemployed miners 
and their wives from the Hazard area went to the Free
dom March at the State Capital in Frankfort on Thurs
day, March 5. We wanted everyone to know that we feel 
the colored people and the poor whites have to fight it 
together. 

My husband only got two and 
a half hours sleep the night 
before he left. 

He got up at 2:15 a.m. to 
gas up the ears so we could 
leave at 5 a.m. It took us four 
and a half hours to make the 
drive. It was the day there were 
several tornados here in Ken
tucky, and flooding of some of 
the cities. 

CROWD CAME OUT STRONG 
There was nothing but snow, 

rain, sleet and wind all that 
day. It all but blew us off the 
steps of the Capitol building 
when we got to Frankfort. But 
the crowd came out strong dis-
pite it all. The papers reported 
that 10,000 were in the March, 
but at the meeting they re
ported there were 30,000. It 
surely looked more like 30,000 
than 10,000 to me. The papers 
said that normal population of 
Frankfort is only 18,000. 

It looked to me as if at least 
two-thirds of the crowd were 
N e g r o e s . I was sorry there 
weren't more white people with 
us. What impressed me the most 
was to see all those old Negro 
people — some of them were on 
canes — marching with their 
signs: "Let's Bury Jim Crow" 
and "Fight For Freedom." 

Our signs said: "Hazard Un
employed Miners Want Jobs, 
Jutsice and Freedom Now." 
I helped make the signs, and 

I sure did like putting in the 
word "Now" after "Jobs, 
Justice and Freedom." Be
cause that's when we have to 
have it — NOW. 

MINERS A "SURPRISE" 
We were tickled to see how 

surprised some of the s t a t e 
troopers looked to se us there. 
They had hundreds of s t a t e 
police there, from all over the 
state, and the ones from our 
area spotted us right away, and 
nudged each other to make sure 
they were seeing right. 

When the reporters saw us 
there they ran over and took 
our picture. We held up the 
signs real high to make sure 
they could read every word 
— but we never did see. a 
mention of it in any of the 
papers the next day. 

Neither the Governor nor his 
Assistant ever appeared. Rev. 
King spoke and got a nice recep
tion, but I think Jackie Robin
son got the biggest applause. 
When he said that the Governor 
should come out there on the 
steps and start speaking with his 
mouth instead of just a pencil 
the crowd really roared. 

After the march we drove 
back home. It must have been 
almost 9 p.m. before we got in. 
The papers reported that it was 
the biggest demonstration the 
capital had ever seen. 

—Miner's Wife 
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The Working Day 
By Angela Terrano 

Peace Marcher Jailed in Albany, Ga. 

'Good Union Man' Changed 
The union, its merits, its past 

history, and what it is today, 
is always the topic of conversa
tion at the non-union shop I 
work in when something goes 
wrong and there is some dis
agreement between the women 
and the cotapany. 
HERITAGE OF UNIONISM 

Just recently I had such a 
conversation with a woman I 
was working with. She comes 
from the coal fields of Harlan 
County, Kentucky, and has 
some relatives still there, and 
the heritage of unionism is 
deep within her. 

She said to me people don't 
realize how much the union has 
done and what it was like be
fore the union. She continued, 
"No one believes this but I used 
to work with a woman that 
worked at Ford before the 
union got in. She said that the 
foreman used to come in with 
whips that they used on the 
men and 'us women had to 
bring in sacks of potatoes to' 
give to the foremen so we could 
keep our jobs.' 

"It's just like when you told 
the girls here that the miners 
and their families were starv
ing and that some were work
ing in scab mines for $3 or $5 
a day. Some girls didn't believe 
that any one could make so 
little in this country. But I 
know because just last year 
my brother was working a pony 
mine and made just $5 a day." 
TURNED INTO OPPOSITE 

In this way, the conversation 
very often turns to the union, 

19 Years After 
Hiroshima Blast 

New York, N.Y.—Thirty sur
vivors of the atomic bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki will 
arrive in the United States in 
April, on a global mission of 
good will and peace education 
exchange. 

Among those coming is Tokie 
Kawamoto, who with her hus
band Ichiro Kawamoto founded 
the Folded Crane Clubs—groups 
of children of high school age 
or younger who visit hospitaliz
ed hibakusha (A-bomb surviv
ors), aid destitute survivors' 
families, and help with the up
keep of the Hiroshima Peace 
Park and their own Children's 
Memorial grounds. 

The folded paper crane, 
long a symbol of longevity 
in Japan, became a symbol 
of peace through the story 
of Sadako Sasaki, who was 
two years old when the bomb 
fell on Hiroshima in 1945. She 
was over a mile from the cen
ter of the explosion, and her 
health s e e m e d unimpaired 
until she was 12. Then she 
fell ill with leukemia. Be
cause of the legend that he 
who folds a thousand paper 
cranes lives a long time, 
Sadako in her hospital bed 
tried to fold a t h o u s a n d 
cranes. She made 964, and 
died. A statue of Sadako Sasa
ki stands on top of the Chil
dren's Monument xin the Peace 
Park, holding in upstretched 
arms a gold crane. 

Tokie and Ichiro Kawamoto 
earn a meager living at sewing 
and occasional day labor, but 
take no pay for their work of 
mercy and peace. 

During her tour with the 
World Peace Study Mission, 
Mrs. Kawamoto wants especial
ly to speak with children, young 
people, mothers and teachers. 
—From World Peace S t u d y 

Mission, National Office: 325 
Lafayette Street, S e c o n d 
Floor, New York, N. Y. 10012. 

what it used to be and what it 
is today. Recently while spend
ing a couple of days in the hos
pital I met a 30-year Ford 
worker who likewise had union
ism deep within him but had 
seen his union turn into its 
opposite and was quite dis
turbed that this had happened. 
He said this to me: "Today, at 
Ford, if you get your production 
out, keep your mouth shut, 
don't put in any grievances, 
you'll get a pat on the shoulder 
and be told that you are a 
good union member." 

He said there is no longer 
any union at Ford Local 600. 
"I helped fight for the union 
years ago. We used to meet 
in the basement of condemned 
buildings so that the company 
and the police couldn't find 
us. But today, the conditions 
at Ford are worse than then. I 
will be retiring soon so I have 
been very quiet lately—so now 
they tell me.I am a good mem
ber. 

"I voted for Stellato in 
the last election. I know 
what he is, but B e c k e r 
wouldn't have been any dif
ferent. As long as Reuther 
is there, they will all dance 
to his violin. 

"Before anything can be 
done, they have to get rid of 
Reuther. To me, he is no dif
ferent than any politician or 
Hoffa:—at least the teamsters 
do something for their men. 
GET RID OF OLD MEN 

"The company, with the help 
of the union, is getting rid of 
the older workers. They have 
all kinds of ways, but the first 
and foremost is the medical 
They say an old guy can't do 
a job. They keep him on the 
labor pool and he never gets 
back to his job. The company 
is making men retire at 58 and 
59 years of age. 

"The committeeman goes up 
to the guy, puts his arm around 
him and says, 'Listen Joe, just 
think how nice it will be to 
retire. You get double pen
sion' (until 60 or 62). Joe 
says 'I don't want to retire,' but 
soon he gets a medical notice 
and is told that Friday is his 
last day. He goes to the com
mitteeman, who says he'll see 
what he can do. He comes 
back and says, 'Sorry Joe, 
there's nothing I can do.' 
WANT UNION OUT, TOO 

"The company is also work
ing to get rid of the union al
together. With the help of the 
union they are getting rid of 
the older worker, but on their 
own they are keeping the new
er workers out of the union. 

"They tet# some guys and 
then a few days before they 
should get their seniority 
they are laid off. A couple 
of days later they get re
called and they never have 
seniority and never join the 
union. That's the oldest trick 
there is. 

"There just isn't any union 
at River Rouge any more." 

His parting words were that 
something has to be done and 
it could and will be done but 
"the first job is to get Reuther 
and his boys out." 

MORE ON KENTUCKY 
FREEDOM MARCH 

I'm only sorry we couldn't 
have had more in the march 
from Hazard. I wish we could 
have taken hundreds with us. 
We just didn't have enough 
money for gas and oil for 
more cars. But our signs car
ried our message for all of us. 

Miner's Wife 
Combs Kentucky 

* * * 
The newspapers gave out 

John Papworth jrorn London 
and two young East Indians rec
ently completed their 18 month 
Peace Walk which included Iran, 
Russia, Europe and the USA. 
Since January, Mr. Papworih has 
been speaking around the U.S. 
After completing his schedule 
in . Georgia and Florida, he re
turned to Albany, Georgia to act 
in support of the imprisoned 
Cuba Walkers there. This walk 
began in Quebec early in 1963, 
but had been mired in the police-
state restrictions of Albany since 
December 23. Mr. Papworth has 
just been released from jail in 
Albany, what follows is a brief 
account of his stay there. 

18th February, 1964 

CITY JAIL, Albany, Ga.—My 
cell is the size of a railway 
carriage with a two tiered bunk 
on either side. On the wall be
tween the bunks is a water tap 
and basin and next to it, touch
ing the mattress of the lower 
bunk, a W.C. (toilet) . . . 

THE CELL IS CRAWLING 
with cockroaches, the covers of 
the four mattresses stained with 
unnamable deposits and the 
place reeks of a compound of 
carbolic and urine. Worst de
privation of all is the complete 
absence of daylight, for the cell 
is-lit by a bulb in the corridor 
outside which throws in oblique 
shadows of the bars across this 
page as I write. It burns all 
night and all day. 

On Saturday evening I came 
along to the City Hall and asked 
the Police Captain to release my 
friends from their unjust im
prisonment so they could con
tinue their peace march to Cuba. 
He told me to stop my imperti
nent nonsence and begone, but 
I said I would wait until they 
were released. He said I should 
have to wait a long time and 
went off. 

I think he actually went to 
telephone the police chief be
cause some time later a burly 
pale-faced man in a mackintosh 
strode in and asked me aggres
sively what I wanted. I asked 
him if he were Mr. Prichett, and 
on his acknowledgement gave 
him a civil "good evening," and 
explained my mission. He glow
ered at me and told me to "get 
out" and when I explained I 
would go if my friends were re
leased, he seized me in a rage 
and threw me against a door so 
that I bruised the side of my 
face slightly, and told the cap
tain to "book" me. 

I could not have chosen a 
worse time to come in. When I 
arrived there were already six 
people in the cell and by morn
ing there were eleven, and one 
drunk had vomited over my 
clothes . . . 

One had read "Mein Kampf" 
and thought it the most brilliant 
book ever written. All were 
ardent segregationists and de
clared their beliefs were based 
on the Bible. I asked them if 
they realized how their low 
wages were simply a reflection 
of Negro poverty and that until 
the workers, both black and 
white, were together, the strug
gle to raise wages would always 
fail . . . They were really quite 
impressed with this argument. 

Their contempt for Negroes 
was like racial feeling every

where, blind and unreasoning, 
but when Mr. C. B. King, my 
Negro lawyer came to see me 
I noticed they did not hesitate 
to ask him to do errands; for 
them, and their manner was civil 

* * * 
19th February, 1964 

. . . Peter Light is a young 
fellow of twenty or so from 
Canada whom I had met in the 
temporary office of CNVA here 

White Support 
- Right Kind 
Dick Gregory lunged at a 

New York dailys' remark 
about the danger of Negroes 
losing liberal white support 
because of the public school 
boycott he is participating in. 
He said he wouldn't care if 
they left the black man 
alone because of their neu
trality, but he wasn't reject
ing white support as such. 
There was a white boy he 
met in the South, who march
ed on the snowy picket lines 
with the sole of his shoes 
gone. That was white sup
port, Gregory asserted, and 
he wanted that kind. 
—From the Atlantic Inquir

er, 953 Hunter St., N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

in Albany before I came in. I 
caught sight of his face near the 
floor of the corridor yeste<day 
when four po l i c emen frog
marched him to the door of the 
adjacent can. He had been dis
tributing leaflets outside City 
Hall protesting about City Jjail 
conditions and the imprisonment 
of the Peace Marchers, and had 
been arrested almost at once .:.. 

There are eight girls in ahd 
I have not seen one of them, but 
their voices are becoming clear 
to me . . . 

At nights the jail seems to 
be getting noisier. I think 
there are a large number of 
Negro girls in the one part. 
Last night our own girls were 
singing freedom songs in a 
deeply moving way. Always 
there is a great deal of laugh

ter and animated conversa
tion from their part of the 
jail and it makes the place 
sound very homely. When 
they sang "We Shall Over
come" it seemed the whole 
jail was full of the sound 
and we all joined in . . . 

Scratched on my cell wall are 
the words "We are in here so 
that others may be free—Free
dom Marchers," and another ef
fort simply states "Quebec-Cuba 
Peace March." 'So I am by no 
means the first occupant of this 
call for a cause , . . 

At my court hearing, where 
I am to be charged with loiter
ing and refusing to obey a 
police officer, I shall plead not 
guilty to the first and guilty to 
the second charge. I will seek 
to ask Mr. Prichett whether 
throwing me against a door is 
normal police behaviour, or 
whether it was a temporary 
lapse on his part for which he 
may wish to apologize. Such con
duct I did not expect, for I 
never saw a Chief of Police 
before. For the rest I shall 
simply ask to be given the maxi
mum sentence so that the world 
will have a measure of the wrong 
being done to my friends. 

I see little violence here, but 
it seems to lurk about all the 
time . . . Two days ago I was 
visited by some detectives. 
"Stand up so we can look at 
yer," said one. 

I ANSWERED without mov
ing, "Gentlemen, I do hope that 
the normal courtesies of civil
ized intercourse have not been 
suspended merely because some
body has been so misguided as 
to intersperse a row of bars 
between us." 

They gave me a long vacant, 
puzzled stare and departed. But 
the "or else" assumption behind 
their peremptory command made 
me wonder to what length they 
would normally go to secure 
compliance. 

One kills time by writing 
about this and that, stripped to 
the waist and occasionally flick
ing a cockroach off a bar. 

—John Papworth 

10,000 as the number who 
marched at Frankfort. But 
they anounced 32,000 from 
the speakers' platform. I 
think they just don't want it 
known how many r e a l l y 
marched. There are some of 
the worst liars in all the 
world down here in Ken
tucky. 

Miner Who Marched 
Hazard, Kentucky 
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Picket Denied Federal Aid 
HAZARD, Ky.—There's a very strange office in 

Hazard. I mean the one that's giving out the federal 
government grants up to $1,000 for people who've been 
hit by floods to fix up their homes. 

You take last year, when we 
had that big flood. The govern
ment offered us low-cost loans 
to fix up our places that were 
damaged by the flood. Three 
q u a r t e r s of my home was 
washed away, but I couldn't 
borrow any money, because I've 
been on strike against these 
coal operators to try to get bet
ter working conditions. I knew 
I couldn't pay the money back. 
GRANTS OFFERED 

But now, in January, there 
comes the news that the gov
ernment is giving us the money. 
All that we're supposed to have 
to do is go down to this office 
and fill out this form they have 
to apply for the money. 

I know plenty of people 
around here who have plenty 
of land, a lot of acres and 
livestock. They conld have 
sold some of what they had 
to get the money they needed 
to fix their places up. But 
they didn't have to. They ap
plied for the grant, and they 
got it. Of course, none of 
them are strikers. 
Now you take me. I've got 

a little piece of ground my 
house sits on, and another ten 
by twenty plot that I use 
to put in a garden to grow our 
vegetables to help keep us alive. 
Now I can't sell any of that, 
not and have anything at all 
left. 

Of course, that doesn't make 
any difference. You see, I'm 
a picket. I've been strikin' for 
a long time now, and I mean 
to keep it up—and they know 
I mean to keep it up. So when 
I get down there to that office, 
they always run out of the 
forms you have to fill out. 

I was there in January, and 
the man told me he was so 
sorry, but he just ran out of 
forms. But he was real nice. 
He said for me to come back 
the 15th of February, and 
he'd be sure to have a form 
for me. Well, I was there on 
the 15th of February, only 
for some strange reason, 
they'd run out of forms all of 
a sudden. Just like the last 
time. 

Now I know it's not strange, 
and everyone else around here 
knows it's not strange. It's just 
like the surplus food, the food 
stamps, the public works jobs, 
u n e m p l o y m e n t compensation 
and everything else around 
here. If you're a scab or a 
friend of the operators, you 
can get what their lackeys in 
those offices in Hazard have 
to give out. But if you're a 
picket, a striker and a fighter, 
you'll wear your feet down to 
your knees before you'll get 
anything. 

ON THE LINE 

Notes on Tax Cuts, Spending, 
and Grievance Settlements 

By JOHN ALLISON 

In recent days we have been getting the "pros" and 
"cons" on the tax cut the workers received in their pay 
ehecks. The workers in the shop are talking about the 
advice of President Johnson to spend the increase. 

This brings up another ques
tion. What about the unem
ployed, retired workers, children 
out of s c h o o l , the poverty-
striken, and the workers re
placed by Automation? Add up 
all of these human beings and 
many, many more—what advice 
does President Johnson, or any 
other capitalist, have for these 
people on spending. 

While we are on the subject 
Of spending, the workers are dis
cussing the way executives are 
robbing the stock holders and 
workers and government with
out going to jail. No one is tell
ing this group how to spend 
their reward for riding shot-gun 
over the working man. 
HOW ABOUT QUOTA CUT? 

For the first time since the 
Second World War, the working 
people in the U.S.A. have re
ceived a tax cut. Now that the 
war is over, and there is no need 
to fight anymore, let's have a 
cut in w o r k e r s ' production 
quotas. 

All the companies are making 
money. The corporations are not 
suffering, nor the government. 
AH elements in the economy are 
doing fine except labor. City, 
County and State taxes, and the 
cost of living, are killing the 
working man dead. 

Production is another killer 
of the worker. Buick first, and 
now Chevy, went out on strike 
over production standards. 
The Negroes are probably the 
only ones that have more un
solved grievances than the 
auto workers. 
The thing to remember about 

both Buick and Chevy, as well 
as all auto local unions, is that 
the union will not write up a 
grievance unless it is a very, 
very good one. Union policy is: 
don't clutter up the grievance 

machinery by filing question
able cases. 

So when you have 130 filed 
but unsettled grievances piled 
up at Chevy and over 200 at 
Buick, the thing that hits you is: 
Why haven't these workers been 
on s t r i k e long ago? And the 
answer is equally clear: Because 
the international d i d n' t let 
them. 

WRONG WAY TO SETTLE 
One of the disturbing things 

about the reports coming out of 
the Chevy negotations is that 
some 100 grievances were set--
tied in one day. I can only hope 
that they're not settling the 
grievances the way a bunch of 
ours were. 

We had over 25 grievances 
piled up, and a strike vote had 
been approved. At the same 
time the workers voted to 
walk out, the company fired a 
well-known union leader in 
the shop. When negotiations 
reached the Appeal Board, 
everything was suddenly set
tled: In exchange for the re
hiring of the labor leader, the 
25 grievances were thrown out. 

Question: How can a union 
have hundreds of u n s o l v e d 
grievances w i t h o u t striking? 
Answer: The poison book — 
Contract. 

The workers did not write 
this poison book. Walter and 
his boys, and the corporations 
with the government as a 
silent partner, did. 

The Taft-Hartley Act, all anti-
labor laws, all contracts, are 
written by enemtes of labor. The 
unemployed, young and old, 
women and men, are all victims 
of a system designed to keep 
labor in chains. 

Miner Corrects 
False Impression 

Combs, Ky. — I attanded a 
meeting held in the Hazard 
court house where some local 
politicians and some o u t s i d e 
officials were talking about get 
ting in some work for the un
employed miners. 

The talk was about setting up 
a program to do some general 
cleaning up in the community, 
with the work going to men 
around here. The men would 
work an hour for each dollar 
they got in assistance. It's not 
much, but it's more than plenty 
of the scabs are making who 
work in those non-union dog 
holes around here. 

One of the local two-bit poh 
ticians got up and said some
thing about not getting hopes 
up too high, because a project 
like this would probably take 
some 250-300 men — and he 
doubted that there were that 
many around. 
SAYS HIS PIECE 

When he said what he did, 
my hand shot up in the air 
When he saw me, he broke off 
what he was saying real quick, 
then said that no q u e s t i o n s 
would be answered during the 
meeting; that a n y o n e could 
come up after the meeting to 
ask any questions they wanted 
answered. It-was plain he didn't 
want me to say anything. 

Only I wasn't about to be shut 
up that easy. I hit the floor 
right then, and told him and the 
others there: 

"What're you talking about, 
saying you doubt there are 
250-300 men around to fill 
those jobs? I can personally 
give you the names of over 
1,000 men right now who are 
unemployed and would be 
glad to do that work!" 
Then I told them a few other 

things and sat down. A reporter 
from an outside paper came 
over to me and asked me if I 
really knew that many men who 
were out of work. When I told 
him there were probably more 
than that, he asked me to get > 
him their names, and I did. I I 
don't know if anything will come > 
out of that or not, but I sure i 
hope so. We can use all the help I 
we can get. 

'WE FACED ARMED G U A R D S . . . 
POLICE... DEPUTIES-WE STILL ARE' 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Visitors at a meeting of the Appalachian 
Committee for Full Employment asked what the Committee 
was doing and what could be done to help. The following 
speech by a Committee member answered.) 

We used to have 500 to 1,000 when our fight first 
started, meeting in this room. We faced armed guards, we 
faced the state police, we faced the deputies. We still are 
facing them. 

The reign of fear in this county is what keeps this house 
from overflowing today. Many of the people are afraid to 
talk together, afraid to meet together as we are doing. 

Some of you say those people are not union men. You 
may be right, but I know that I worked by their sides, and 
I know them. They don't want to see the union go.' 

MINERS WERE RAILROADED 
We've been panicked-at. Part of our membership has 

been indicted in circuit court. They have been railroaded. 
And if it had not been for the help of some of the labor 
movement—especially in Washington, D. C , and in New 
York—they'd be in the penitentiary today. 

The Committee For Miners has been furnishing counsel. 
And that has taken most of the finances that have been 
coming in. This committee we have formed here is oper
ating without proper funds, but we're doing all we can. If 
we had the necessary funds, this organization would grow 
throughout all of Kentucky. 

We've never made a breakthrough yet. We made a 
March on Washington. We saw our officials and got a lot 
of promises, and that's about all we did get. 

Whatever money has been appropriated to this area has 
been put in the hands of the state politicians. And they 
are determined that this group—this committee—will NOT 
get the money. 

The only thing that the public officials seem to be 
doing is voting themselves their own pay raise. 
WE MUST BREAK THROUGH 

The discrimination against us by the state government 
and the public officials in the enactment of any legislation 
has got this county down and got it isolated. There is not 
one public official who has met with any of the outside 
visitors who have been coming down here to see things for 
themselves. They don't want outside visitors to know what's 
going on. But until we break through that isolation we'll 
never get anywhere. 

We've been trying for weeks to get a place to hold a 
student-miners' conference in. In my own opinion, we don't 
have much chance of getting one. 

We need financial aid more than anything. You can't 
afford to go to jail without an attorney to get you but. 
We're not afraid of the law. And if we had our freedom 
and rights we wouldn't have to go to jail. But we don't 
have that. 

We appreciate whatever you people can do for us. What 
we want you to know is that we don't intend to surrender 
and be slaves. That's about all I have to say. And that's 
enough 

Fired Nigerian Miners Demand Inquiry 
Nigeria, West Africa — 

The Federal Department of 
Labour has intervened in 
the dispute between the 
management of the Nigeri
an Coal Corporation and 
the Nigerian Coal Miner's 
Union over payment of the 
Mbanefo a w a r d s to the 
miners. 

The dispute came to a climax 
when a faction of the union 
headed by Mr. E. A. Bassey, 
their general president — with 
the backing of the Joint Action 
Committee of the Nigerian 
Labour Front — demanded the 
removal from office of Mr. 
Onoh, chairman of the corpora
tion, and the dissolution of the 
corporation's board. 
COMPANY FIRES MINERS 

The Nigerian Coal Corpora
tion dismissed 73 miners charg
ed with taking part in what was 
described as an "unofficial go-
slow strike". 

An official statement by the 
Nigerian Coal Corporation 
warned that much as the cor
poration would pay the Mban
efo award, "any miner who 
goes on an unofficial strike 
will be dismissed according
ly." This altogether rash, 
punitive and downright vic
timisation is without prece
dent in the history of indus
trial relations in this country. 
The number of coal miners 

dismissed from the services of 

the Nigerian Coal Corporation 
rose from 73 to 158 when an
other set 85 miners who were 
on afternoon shift at the Ekulu 
mines refused to work when 
they were informed about the 
strike. 

A total of 3,960 applicants 
queued up at the Ira Valley 
Enugu, seeking to fill vacancies 
created by the dismissed, and 
in response to an advertise
ment by Mr. Josiah Agu, the 
corporation's Personnel Man
ager for applications from min
ers who were retrenched in 
1960. 
WORKERS DEMONSTRATE, 
HOLD MASS MEETING 

As Mr. Onoh announced that 
he was determined to arrest 
any act of subversion in the 
coal industry, about 200 miners 
demonstrated before the offices 
of Mr. P. Anthony, Principal 
Labour Officer in Eastern Ni
geria, and demanded the rein
statement of the dismissed min
ers. Mr. Anthony said that he 
did not want to go into the 
matter again until the Premier, 
Dr. M. I. Okpara returns. 

A three - man delegation 
from Enugu was to meet 
Prime Minister Balewa to de
mand the suspension of the 
board of the Nigerian Coal 
Corporation; the reinstate
ment of the coal miners who 
were dismissed recently by 
corporation; and also the im
mediate appointment of a 
high-powered commission to 

enquire into allegations of 
corruption and mal-adminis-
tration in the corporation. 
These decisions were taken 

at a mass meeting of Enugu 
workers, at which was passed a 
four point resolution on the in
dustrial crisis in the corpora
tion. The resolution claimed 
that the state of affairs in the 
corporation had fallen below 
the expectation of all reason
able people. 
MINERS DEMAND INQUIRY 

Meanwhile, the Federal Min
ister of Mines and Power, Sule, 
arrived in Enugu with a mission 
to see what could be done. He 
said he would look sympatheti
cally into the case of the 158 
miners who were dismissed 
after the "unofficial go-slow 
strike". 

He stated that he would see 
to it that "an industry which; 
once helped the country is 
saved, and would therefore not 
want the infiltration of politics 
into the affairs of the Coal 
Corp." He further said that the 
federal government voted 1.5 
million pounds for it under the 
development plan. 

He also addressed members 
of the Nigerian Coal Miners' 
Union who carried placards 
criticising the management of 
the coal corp. and demanded 
an Inquiry into its affairs. 
The premises of the corpora

tion headquarters were highly 
policed as some coal miners 
moved in to see the Minister. 
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Editorial 

War on Poverty—or War on Poor? 
President Johnson's "War on Poverty"—like so many other 

things emanating from the seat of American capitalism sounds 
good, but is, in fact, only a new form of the infamous labor 
camps that we have seen previously in totalitarian countries 
throughout the world. 

Johnson's call is for "a new national job corps (which) will 
build toward an enlistment of 100,000 young men. They will be 
drawn from those whose background, health and education make 
them least fit for useful work." The first alarm was sounded, ac
cording to the Administration, because so many youths were 
being rejected for the draft. Not only does the concern seem to 
be more directed towards assuring a futury supply of cannon 
fodder for the next war than towards educating our young people 
adequately; it does not even approach a solution for the army 
of the permanently unemployed, which is the real threat that 
worries the Administration. 
A DROP IN THE BUCKET FROM A SEA OF POVERTY 

There will be 26 million youth coming of age in the next 10 
years. This means that the labor force of the United States is 
expected to grow about 50% faster over the next decade than it 
did over the past one. Johnson's program of 100,000 for his "job 
corps", and the additional "200,000 American men and women 
between the ages of 16 and 21" for whom "the Department of 
Labor will provide work and training," represents less than a 
drop in the bucket when the true magnitude of the sea of pov
erty he is attempting to bail out is exposed. 

The AFL-CIO Executive Council reports that 3.7 million 
jobs were eliminated from factories, farms, railroads and mines 
in the past 10 years. At the same time, the civilian labor force 
increased by eight million while total employment increased 
only 5.8 million. The jobless, as a percentage of the labor force 
has constantly risen from 2.9% to the present 6%. In a single 
year, 14.5% of the nation's 55 million families suffered some 
period of unemployment. 

The constant introduction of Automation into industry eli
minates more jobs each year than it creates, and makes fewer 
jobs available—and not just to the young people. The competi
tion between the youth and the older displaced workers will 
become sharper as time goes on. Johnson, meanwhile, has not 
even pretended a program for the ages between 40 and death. 

Twenty-five years ago, President Franklin D. Roosevelt de
clared that, "One-third of our nation is ill-clad, ill-fed and ill-
housed." That is as true today as it was then—except that the 
profit level has risen by 200% while the level of nationwide 
poverty has remained the same. 
"EXITS FROM POVERTY"—FOR RICH OR POOR? 

The number of millionaires rose from 27,000 in 1953 to 100, 
000 in 1961, while those with five million dollars or more, rose 
from 2000 to 10,000—a 500% increase. When President Johnson 
promised that "Our tax cut will create millions of new jobs — 
new exits from poverty", the exit from poverty was being well 
planned, indeed—for the capitalists. The recent tax cut will help 
these people keep an even greater share of their wealth. For the 
worker, the tax cut averages about $2 a week. 

President Johnson has chosen a wonderful time to dis
cover poverty among the voting public—just before another 
national election. It is reminiscent of the discovery about the 
time of the last election that Negroes lacked civil rights in the 
United States. Four years after that great discovery, there is 
still no law on the books to guarantee civil rights, only promi
ses. 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE OR POLITICAL WEAPON? 
Little can be expected from Johnson's "war on poverty", 

either. Even in those areas where some form of public assist
ance is available, it is used as a political weapon—as in Hazard, 
Kentucky—to reward friends of the political bosses and punish 
coal miners who are out on strike. 

The administration of new federal funds will likewise 
be turned over to the ruling local politicians. Johnson in fact, has 
stipulated that the work and training provided to the 200,000 
by the Department of Labor "will be provided through state and 
local governments and non-profit agencies," How those words 
will be interpreted by the segregationist leaders in the 17 states 
who have made segregation their "way of life" within these 
so-called United States, is well known. 
THE SILENT LABOR BUREAUCRATS 

The trade union bureaucracy, meanwhile, who are sup
posed to look after the jobs and working condition of the mem
bership, organize the unorganized, and expand the role of organ
ized labor in the community are far more occupied today seeking 
out investment counselors to look after an estimated $60 billion 
in pension and welfare funds under their care. 

Membership in the unions is declining as Automation eats 
away at the jobs under union contract. There are few new mem
bers to sign up, and it is a rare case when a non-union plant 
signs a union contract today. Union political activity is restricted 
to electing members of the Democratic Party—the party which 
fosters the filibuster and upholds segregation, and does not do 
much more about unemployment, than the long-rejected Repub
lican party did. 

Small wonder that the millions of permanently unemployed 
workers, Negroes and youth, feel that this is not a war on pov
erty, but a war against the poor. 
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KENTUCKY 

If we could make contact 
with the auto workers, it 
would be very good. 

There is no question that 
the people here and the 
p e o p l e everwhere want 
organization. The point 
we want to make is that 
our organization is not just 
for the miners, but for all 
people. 

Member, Appalachian 
Committee for Full 
Employment, Kentucky 

• * * 
W h e n we picketed the 

White House in Washington, 
the police kept us in one 
line on one side, and the 
spectators had to keep mov
ing along on the other side. 
At one point a woman with 
a baby came by and was 
walking right by me. The 
police came over and told 
her she'd have to move, that 
this was a picket line. She 
looked at him and said, "I 
know it. I'm picketing, too." 

Our line kept growing a", 
the while we were there. We 
only walked it for half an 
hour, though. If we had gone 
on for longer I'm sure we 
would have had quite a line. 

Miner 
Combs, Kentucky 

* * * 
We visited one family dur

ing the bad weather to take 
them some clothes. Somebody 
had put a bar of soap in the 
box, and when the 14-year old 
girl saw it, she ran straight 
to her mother and asked, "Oh 
mom, could I p l e a s e go 
wash?" 

One of the little boys saw 
a pair of red rain-boots in the 
box and asked could he have 
them. His little bare feet 
were as red as the boots, 
and when he put them on 
they were sizes too big for 
him, but he started to dance 
around and sing, "They fit 
me, they fit me!" 

I'm pretty used to things 
a r o u n d here, but I just 
couldn't keep back the tears. 

Miner's Wife 
Kentucky 

* * * 
It's hard to take pictures 

of the poverty in Hazard. 
This is not only because it 
makes you feel physically 
sick to see the depth of the 
suffering there. It is because 
the people are sick of having 
their pictures taken, while 
their misery goes on and 
nothing is done about it, ex
cept that more people come 
down to take pictures. 

One woman, living in ab
solute squalor with her hus-
band and their ten- children 
—8 boys and 2 girls, aged 16. 
14, 13, 11, 9, 8, 7, 6, 3, and 
%— sprang up when we went 
to her door crying, "No! No, 
you're not taking any more 
pictures of us! I'm no mon
key! I have feelings like any
body else! I'm a human 
being just the same as people 
that have things!" 

Her husband works at one 
of the dog holes for $3 a 
day, when he gets that. The 
Committee members have 
pleaded with him to come out 
of that mine and join with 
them. It is hard to see how 
he could possibly be worse 
off than he is now. The pick
ets know that he would, in 
fact, be much better off. They 
would all help him. They do 
even now, even though some 
of the unionists who have 
contributed food and cloth
ing have given strict orders 

MINERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 
that nothing they have do
nated to the pickets is to 
go to the scabs. 

Nevertheless, the pickets 
have collected food aind 
clothes for these 10 children 

out of their own pockets*— 
and have brought it to them, 
themselves. 

Another miner who works in 
a scab-mine said he couldn't 
keep us from taking pictures 
of the outside of his house, 
but he would not let us take 
any pictures of his children: 
He said that men who talked 
too much to the TV and news
paper men, and whose pic
tures had been in the papers 
or on TV, had been given 
a rough time later by the 
operators for things they had 
said, , 

What hit us was the faet 
that none of the miners word
ing in these scab mines wait
ed us to feel they were 
against the union. They want
ed the union back. j 

Unfortunately, they did nbt 
all feel like the miner's wife 
who said, "It would be more 
honor to me to be shot down 
for stealing than to scab." 

Visitor 
Kentucky 

Editor's Note 
The Kentucky miners 

need all the help they can 
get. We urge readers to 
send all the donations pos
sible—food, clothes, and 
money. Packages a n d 
checks may be sent to the 
Appalachian Committee 
for Full Employment, c/o 
Mrs. C h a r l e s Moore, 
Combs, Kentucky. 

We were glad your repre
sentatives could get a first 
hand view of what is taking 
place in Eastern Kentucky. 

We are all stranded in 
the same boat. Individually 
we cannot accomplish any
thing but if we will come 
together with the same 
goal in mind, we can ac
complish a lot. We are 
sending an article on auto
mation, and as you will see 
we stress the point that au
tomation is being used for 
the benefit of the few to 
the detriment of t h e 
masses. 

Our organization is young 
but growing steadily. What 
we need most is financial as
sistance so we can do a bet
ter job of organizing all un
employed people in surround
ing counties, so that we can 
do a better job. 

Secretary, Appalachian 
Committee for Full 

Employment 
Hazard, Kentucky 
* * * 

Editor's Note: The article 
on Automation from Ken
tucky will appear in the 
April issue. 

We're fighting for safety, 
too. A man who works in a 
small mine is just as pre
cious to his family as one 
who works in a big mine. 

Miner 
Combs, Ky. 

THE NEGRO STRUGGLE 
The white man can believe 

it or not, but his time is 
running out just as sure as 
he was born. He has been 
laying out some of the wors? 
laws, contrary to the good 
book, the Bible, which has 
all the laws for man to 
go by. 

By changing the world 
into an Automation world 
we will destroy all mankind 
and leave nothing for man 
to do but die from these 
great monsters that they 
have built to save the rich 
man with all his wealth and 
wipe the poor man clear off 
the earth. 

The white man has had the 
world in a jug with the stop
per in his hand for more 
than 100 years. The Negro 
has had trouble, trouble all 
his days, so it is time to 
overcome. 

E.D 
Detroit 

The most important thing 
about the recent Chicago 
demonstration, in which the 
schools were boycotted for 
the second time within four 
months, was that even 
though f e w e r students 
stayed away this time, it 
was still a tremendous suc
cess in the face of the 
strongest opposition the city 
machine could bring to bear. 
The mayor, the Negro alder
man, the state's attorney, 
and a score of others made 
all kinds of threats, but a 
great number of people went 
along with the boycot any
way. He hope that we will 
be able to get some mileage 
out of this. 

Boycotter 
Chicago 

SOUTH AFRICA 
A POLITICAL PRISON 

The situation in South 
Africa has p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
worsened throughout 1963; 
there are at least 5,000 politi
cal prisoners in Verwoerd's 
jails and it is said that 360 
political trials were held in 
Johannesburg alone between 
April and September last 
year. 

Men have been sentenced 
to death for sabotage, which 
in South Africa includes 
striking for better living 
conditions and even painting 
slogans on walls. The No-
Trial Law, passed in May 
1963, has enabled the execu
tive to act against opponents 
of the regime unchecked by 
the rule of law. The judicial 
machinery of the country is 
by-passed completely by this 
measure. Acquittal in a court 
of law no longer ensures re
lease from prison, and there 
is no guarantee that even 
the completion of a prison 
sentence will ensure release. 

In October 1963 the United 
Nations - passed a Resolution 
calling on the South African 
Government to release all po
litical prisoners and to aban
don trials of political lead
ers. Only one nation voted 
against this resolution — 
South Africa. 
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Views 
The South African Govern

ment has ignored this Reso
lution and political trials are 
continuing all over the Re
public. Mental and physical 
torture is used widely to ex
tract confessions and "evi
dence". Some of South Afri
ca's most respected and ex
perienced political leaders 
are being tried for their 
lives in Pretoria. 

We appeal to you to sign 
the enclosed Petition, collect 
as many signatures as you 
can, send money to the De
fence and Aid Fund, send 
letters of protest to the 
South African authorities. 
An international wave of 
protest must support the 
United Nations' resolution 
and show the people of South 
Africa that they are not 
alone in their heroic strug
gle for basic human rights. 

—World Campaign for the 
Release of South African 
Political Prisoners 

* * * 
(Editor's Note: Letters, aid, 
and requests for further in
formation should be sent to: 
World Campaign, c/o Anti-
Apartheid M o v e m e n t , 15, 
E n d s l e i g h St., London, 
W.C.1.) 

ZIP SUBVERSION 
Truth is not only stranger 

thajo fiction. It is funnier, 
too. I don't really know 
whether the following is 
funny or sad, though. You 
decide. 

It seems, in case you 
missed the item, that Atty. 
Gen. Phillip H. Haggerty of 
Arizona recently had occa
sion to receive a letter from 
the Communist Party. In 
Haggerty's reply (released 
to the press) he blasted 
them—as follows: "The sub
versive nature of your or
ganization is even more 
clearly designated by the 
fact that you do not even 
include your ZIP code on 
your letter." 

This brought out the hu
mor even of the Detroit 
News. In an editorial on it, 
they concluded: "The ZIP 
code is obviously part of a 
grand conspiracy by the col-
lectivists in Washington to 
give every American an ID 
number, the better to keep 
track of him and filch his 
freedoms. Haggerty is clearly 
promoting its use. Now, 
then, Mr. Haggerty, or what
ever your name REALLY is, 
would you please tell the 
Committee when you first 
started taking orders from 
Moscow?" 

Still Laughing 
Detroit 

HOMELAND OR GALUT? 
It seems that inhumans 

such as George Rockwell 
hate the Jews even more than 
they hate Negroes. That ad
vocate of hate would only 
expell the Negroes to Africa. 
He would send Jews to the 
gas chambers. 

Yet, this poor imitation of 
a human- being is free and 
not in prison, where he really 
belongs. He received a char
ter from his state to peddle 
his dope. It would seem that 
our "statesmen" in Washing
ton, must consider it quite 
legal to burn Jews in gas-
chambers. No wonder those 
good "Christians" did not 
lift a finger to save Jews in 

Europe. There is no other 
logical explanation for their 
behavior 

Some Zionists claim that 
America is a Homeland, not 
a Galut. Two fairly recent 
incidents should shatter that 
illusion, it seems to me. In 
Los Angeles, a celebration 
for Israel was attacked by 
members of Rockwell's Nazi 
Party. A number of Jews 
were given medical treat
ment. At Brighton Beach in 
Brooklyn, a highly populated 
Jewish section, another group 
of Nazi gangsters attacked 
some members of a Zionist 
Youth organization, who also 
were observing the anniver
sary of the creation of Is
rael. The victims were all 
on the Jewish side. . . 

I must say, this is some 
"Homeland" where things 
like this can happen! Can 
anyone imagine such inci
dents occurring in Israel? 

I will conclude with this 
thought: America is at pres
ent my home and I joined 
the Army to defend that 
home. But Zion is my eternal 
Homeland. 

M. E. Ben-Ami 
New York 

THE NEW PAPERBACK 
The cover of the new 

paperback edition of "Marx
ism and Freedom" looks 
wonderful. I know three 
people I will sell it to im
mediately when it comes off 
the press. When the weather 
breaks there will be a lot 
more we can do to promote 
it here. There are book
stores I have in mind to con
tact about it also. 

Committee Member 
Pittsburgh 

(Editor's Note: There is 
still time for readers to 
take advantage of our spe
cial pre-publication offer, in 
order to get the new paper
back edition at $1.50 a copy. 
See order blank, page 7.) 

THE ITALIAN SCENE 
Before studying what hap

pens in the Italian Commu
nist Party one must ask 
what is the social composi
tion of the Party, and when 
he finds out that only "12% 
of the total force of the 
Party" (say 200,000 peo
ple) are workers, in a coun
try where we have 16 mil
lion workers, you will easily 
understand that the Com
munist Party is the party of 
the worker's aristocracy. 

If any split occurs, you 
will not see people going to 
the left, but people going to 
the right, like Reale (Hun
gary crisis), Giolitti (Pessi), 
and so on. Then the break of 
the Socialists has given birth 
to the PSIUP which — by 
taking the left wing of the 
Socialist Party (reformist 
workers)—shoots it not be
tween the Socialist and the 
Communist Party, but to the 
left of the Communist Party, . 
transforming the unsatisfied 
socialist workers into max-
malistic ones. Is it clear, 
this process? 

The, revolutionary minori
ties have been very little af
fected so far. To become a 
revolutionary Marxist, it 
takes time and study, and 
people in the two main 
parties have been disedu-
cated during 20 years. 

R. R* 
Italy 

N.H. PRIMARY 
Since I am neither a Re

publican nor a Democrat, I 
normally couldn't care less 
about things like the New 
Hampshire primary. But I 
really relished what hap
pened up there this time. It 
sure did seem as though 
every time Goldwater and 
Rockefeller opened their 
mouths, they lost another 
dozen votes. The only rea
son Lodge looked good was 
because he wasn't there to 
let people know what he 
thought! 

Socialist 
Detroit 

* * * 
One reporter who inter

viewed voters after the pri
mary was over, said that the 
lady who best summed up 
what most of those he talked 
to felt, was the lady who 
said that every time she lis
tened to one of Goldwater's 
speeches she liked how he 
spoke real well. Then she 
would go home and think 
about what he said, and 
start to worry. 

Housewife 
Detroit 

BLACK AND WHITE 
I plan to write the editors 

of the Young-Marxist Human
ist shortly. They have a good 
outlook and it sounds very 
reasonable. You state, how
ever, that the workers and 
others are not passive. How 
can this be? Most of the new 
social activists are Negroes, 
very, few whites. Even the in
surgent e l e m e n t in the 
Negroes are a minority. 

Sure t h e r e needs to be 
more social and political re
organization. But, how is this 
going to happen w i t h o u t 
something like the 30's — 
the Depression—to wake the 
masses up. 

The Automation pamphlet 
is very interesting. 

Student 
Tennessee 

* * * 
We have an organization 

set up to try to get something 
in here for the unemployed. 
The name of it is Appa
lachian Committee For Full 
Employment. We now have a 
very large membership if we 
can keep them all together, 
but we don't have enough of 
the Negro miners with the 
Committee. We want espe
cially to have some of them 
on our executive board. 

They need the fight even 
more than the white people, 
the way I see it. They have 
been pushed to the back 
when any help has ever come 
to anyone, and I would like 
to see them in front for a 
change. 

We know just as they do 
that they have a living to 
make the same as the white 
man, and that, inside, all our 
souls are the same. 

Miner's Wife 
Combs, Kentucky 

* * * 
The black and white didn't 

use to hee-haw together very 
much before, in this part of 
the country. But I tell every
body we better start hee-
hawing together now or we'll 
all be lost. We have to be 
together in this fight, because 
their fight and our fight are 
the same. 

Unemployed Miner 
Hazard, Kentucky 

* * * 
(Editor's Note: For more on 
this question see "Two 
Worlds", page 5, columns 4 
and 5). 

TWO WORLDS 
By Raya Dunayevskaya, Author of 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM 

A Forgotten Page of American History 

Negro in the Populist Movement 
(Editor's Note—A reader writes as follows: 

"I re-read my copy of American Civilization on Trial, and 
was struck once again with the amazing fact that your group— 
almost alone, pointed out that the Negro question was a 'nation
al question' long before the Freedom Now movement forced 
everyone to recognize it. 

"And now, it seems that you are again almost alone — 
among the 'experts', that is — in seeing that the critical link 
today is the link that must be made between the white workers 
and this independent Negro movement . . . In American Civiliza
tion on Trial, you had a section on 'Black and White Unity' in 
the Populist Movement, and several years back, if I remember 
correctly, you ran a 'Two Worlds' column on that subject, 
which was excellent. Could you run that again sometime?" 

We gladly reprint that "Two Worlds," originally published 
in News & Letters, February 1959.) 

• 
As the latest crop of books from white Southern "liberals" 

once again proves, the plea for time to "readjust" (another 
civil war?) is based on the most popular white fetish that the 
South has "always" been solid on "the race problem." 

The truth is that one of the greatest pages of our history 
—the Populist movement—had its Southern chapter written by 
white and Negro acting together. "Never before or since," writes 
the historian, C. Vann Woodward* "have the two races in the 
South come so close together as they did during the Populist 
struggles." 

The simultaneous growth of monopoly and depression dur
ing the turbulent eighties and "heart-breaking" nineties found 
the agricultural South at the mercy of the city merchant ana 
ground beneath the wheel of the railroads with their high tariffs, 
established by an unholy combination of railroad tycoons and 
the Government. In sheer self-defense, the farmers—-white and 
black, middle class and poor, West and South—united to chal
lenge not only the unbridled rule of Eastern capital, but also 
their own race prejudices. 

One of the incidents during this period will show just how 
strong the unity of action between white and Negro was. A Negro 
Populist, H. S. Doyle, was confronted with a lynch threat. A white 
Populist leader, the Georgian, Tom Watson, then declared: 

"We are determined in this free country that the hum
blest white or black man who wants to talk our doctrine shall 
do it, and the man doesn't live who shall touch a hair of his 
head, without fighting every man in the People's Party." 

In those days Tom Watson meant what he said. He followed 
this declaration up by giving Doyle shelter and sending out 
riders on horseback for assistance. We have a description of this 
from the biographer of Tom Watson: "All night armed farmers 
roared into the village. The next morning the streets were 
'lined with buggies and horses, foamed and tired with travel'. 
All that day and the next night they continued to pour in until 
'fully 2,000' Populists crowded the village—arms stacked on 
Watson's veranda." 
POPULISM AND NEGRO SELF-ACTIVITY 

Populism was a power to be reckoned with both in state 
and national politics. It was instrumental in the election of 
Populist governors as well as state and national representatives. 
The National Colored Farmers' Alliance alone numbered no less 
than 1¼ million. Although separately organized, from the white 
agrarians, it waged its battles together with them. At one blow 
the unity of white and black not only shattered the Solid South 
but threatened to do the same to the two party system. 

Tom Watson gave expression to the Populist principle of a 
united front of white and Negro in these words: 

"Now the People's Party says to these two men: 'You are 
kept apart that you may be separately fleeced of your earn
ings. You are made to hate each other because upon that 
hatred is rested the keystone of the arch of financial despot
ism which enslaves you both. You are deceived and blinded 
that you may not see how this race antagonism perpetuates a 
monetary system which beggars both'." 

It is true that by the time of World War I the old Watson 
became a race-baiter. The greater truth, the one that will live 
in history, however, is that, under the impact of the objective 
situation, that man was spokesman for, and a practitioner of, 
black and white unity. Of course, he buckled under when the 
different classes within the agrarian movement separated. When 
industry won the battle over agriculture, planter and cotton 
picker found different class alignments. The irresistible power 
of an idea with a mass following was no longer irresistible when 
the mass—in this case the National Colored Farmers' Alliance— 
called for a general strike of Negro cotton pickers. 

Poor and rich divided, and so did the South. The president 
of the National Alliance (white) advised the farmers "to leave 
their cotton in the field rather than pay more than 50c per 
hundred to have it picked." The schism within the movement 
made it easy for the industrialist to unite with the planter to 
thwart the strivings for a truly new social order. 

The point is that while the Populist movement did sweep 
the country, it had found its most radical expression in the 
South. This was seen both in the white agrarians' attitude to 
the Negro, and in the Negro's trying to push the movement for
ward by mass action of the cotton pickers. As we have seen, at 
the very height of the prejudice-ridden post-Reconstruction 
period, when the South was supposedly solidly white in thought 
and action, the unity of white and black shattered both the Solid 
South and the two party system. In the same way, the self-activity 
of the Negroes foreshadowed the class struggles to come and 
which we are living through today. 

* Prof. Vann Woodward is one of the very few white historians 
who have made a great contribution to the study of American 
history by not neglecting the role of the Negro. See especially 
his work, TOM WATSON, Agrarian Rebel, from which the 
quotations in this article are taken. (Rinehart _& Co., New 
York, $5.) 
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Y O U T H 
NEW BEGINNINGS 

A Challenge To Thought 
By EUGENE WALKER 

There has been a recent revival of the study of some 
of Marx's writing. Among those seeking to interpret 
Marx are Sidney Hook, who in a new introduction to a 
book entitled From Hegel To Marx attacks much of the 
humanist interpretation of Marx; Daniel Bell, who in 
The End of Ideology declares the sterility of Marx's ideas 
for our age. 

which commenced the Freedom 
Now struggle in the United 
States—all support the conten
tion of Marxism as a living 
force and not one found only in 
books. These people may not 
have heard of Marx, but in the 
two-fold process of destroying 
the old and creating the new, 
they are practicing the ideas 
which Marx set forth as a theory 
of liberation from his earliest 
Economic-Philosophic M a n u -
scripts through the Communist 
Manifesto to Capital. 

l a contrast to these are works 
by Erich Fromm and most not
ably by Ray a Dunayevskaya who 
in Marxism and Freedom pre
sents a much more vibrant and 
meaningf ull presentation of 
Marx's ideas. 

However, I do not wish to 
treat in any detail the books 
mentioned. What I would like 
to do is propose a thesis con
cerning the study of Marxism 
for our day and ask for the 
readers' c o m m e n t s on this 
thesis. 
A LIVING PROCESS . . . 

Marxism, I feel, cannot be 
something which is thought of 
as a theory of 19th century 
political attitudes left to lie in 
books. Instead it is my conten
tion that Marxism is a living 
process. I do not mean that it 
is living because Russia and 
China parade around in sup
posed Marxist cloth—but rather 
that the struggles of human 
beings—who are overthrowing 
the old and creating the new 
everywhere from South Africa 
to South U.S.A., is Marxism. 
. . . A LIVING FORCE 

The spontaneity and creative 
energy of people— whether it 
be the Hungarian Revolution 
which was the first blow to 
Russian totalitarianism, or the 
1956 Montgomery Bus Boycott 

Marx has often been accused 
of writing in dry economic 
terms. But central to all of 
Marx's writing was the human 
being reacting to society. Marx 
was compelled to analyyze the 
economics of society in order 
to interpret the human being's 
struggle for freedom. 
. . . FOR HUMAN LIBERATION 

Central to our understanding 
of Marx's ideas as they apply 
presently must again be the 
human being reacting in society. 
A proper interpretation of his 
ideas begins here. To see Marx 
as he analyzed his society and 
created a theory for human 
liberation, is to see Marxism as 
the activity and thought of hu
man beings who are reconstruct
ing society. 

Discussion Article 

African Asks: What Civilization? 
The definition you give to 

"civilization" is only acceptable 
by those who believe in justice 
and equality among the people 
and the races. 

But some consider civiliza
tion as technical progress. So, 
for them, the word civilization 
will mean something else. Even 
though they believe that there 
must be some kind of equality 
among men, they won't let the 
oppressed people struggle for 
their rights. In fact, they will 
think that those people are not 
fit enough to rule, or that they 
are going to make bad use of 
their freedom. 

See, I am not speaking only 
about the white Americans who 
don't want the Negroes to be 
emancipated, because they seem 
to fear an eventual black super-
macy. I include also those Euro
pean people who still want to 
maintain the right of exploita
tion upon the African nations. 
Should those people under
stand that real civilzation is 
based on freedom and equality, 
maybe we shall live a better 
life. 

But as long as the power
less will remain subject to 
the exploitation of the power
ful, there is not going to be 
any civilization, even though 
we all become technically ad
vanced people. 
As Marxist-Humanists, can 

you tell me the differences be
tween socialism and commun
ism? Why are people so scared 
of communism? Is it because 
communism denies God's ex
istence? Is it because the com
munist principles are believed 
to be unworkable? What is your 
opinion about that subject? 

—African Student 
* * » 

•Since there is much confus
ion between the terms "Social
ism" and "Communism" and 
because the Russian totalitar-
ians masquerade themselves as 

'Marxist"; we call ourselves 
Marxist-Humanists, not only to 
seperate ourselves from the Rus
sian system which is a theory 
and practice of enslavement— 
but also to show that it is the 
Humanist roots of Marxism on 
which we base our philosophy. 

By Humanism we mean man 
as the center in any future soc
iety. The self-activity and crea
tivity of workers, Negroes and 
youth fighting against exploita
tion and segregation in our 
country, and all over the world, 
are the beginnings of that Hum
anist society—but unless they 
continue to control their own 
destinies in any future society, 
that society no matter what it 
calls itself, will be just another 
form of capitalism—i.e. state-
capitalism — as are Russia 
China, Cuba and other statellite 
countries. 

When seen from this vantage 
point, the dispute between Rus
sia and the U.S.A., or Russia 
and China, is not an "ideolog
ical" but a very practical one— 
which one will win the right to 
exploit all of us, the whole 
world? 

We invite our readers to 
write in on this question and 
add what they will to it. 

Editor, Youth Page 

French Students Protest U. Conditions 
Paris, Feb. 21, 1964 — 

Today the streets of Paris' 
student quarter were empty 
of students . . . but full of 
policemen. The newspaper, 
Le Monde, estimated that 
over 5,000 policemen had 
"occupied" the Latin Quar
ter as of 7 p.m. last night 
in order to prevent a stu
dent demonstration which 
might have "embarrassed" 
de Gaulle's government 
d u r i n g the visit of the 
Italian president here. The 
demonstration, planned for 
today, had to be called off 
by the student union. With 
50-100 cops on every corner, 
no more than three students 
could even gather. 

"GIVE US THE MEANS . . . " 
Today's "ghost-town" of a 

Latin Quarter contrasts strongly 
with last November's student 
demonstration in which thou
sands of students battled the 
police and when the day ended 
in bloodshed and many arrests. 
But the basis of student unrest 
is the same: on the facade of the 
student union (UNEF) building 
in Paris there is a ten-foot ban
ner which reads: "The students 
want to work — give 'us the 
means." 

The means: first this means 
money. The students have de
manded that the government, 
as an immed ia t e stop-gap 
measure, double the number 
of instructors and classrooms, 
issue certain class books free 
of charge, recognise the Union, 
and begin serious discussions 
of a "student salary plan" — 
recognition that students work 
too and are part of society. 

In fact this would only be a 
stop gap. Today in France, so-
called "discussion courses" have 
up to 150 students in the room, 
and it is impossible even to get 
into a lecture (much less find 
a seat) unless you arrive 40 
minutes early. The students have 
almost no contact with the in
structors, and almost as little 

Hazard Youth 
Group Started 
Hazard, Ky.—A youth group 

has recently been organized in 
this area to both lielp and get 
help from the newly-founded 
Miners' Appalachian Committee 
for Full Employment. 

Of the 40 young people who 
attended the second meeting 
only one was working. None had 
got through high school. Two 
were seniors in high school who 
were hoping to finish. In ages 
they ranged from 16 to 21. 

They talked about how to get 
education and jobs for young 
people and agreed that they 
needed some sort of organiza
tion of youth to accomplish 
this, but they wanted to get 
advice from the adult group on 
how to go about getting the 
training they felt they needed. 

Several of the young people 
attended the regular meeting 
of the Appalachian Committee 
the next day. 

with each other as there is 
neither time nor a place for 
them to meet. 
STUDENT DEMANDS 

Here is what a recent UNEF 
pamphlet said: "Two conceptions 
of the university are struggling 
today . . . Which should we 
choose? The Traditional Univer
sity? Privilege of rich men's sons 
which dispenses an anachronistic 
erudition and is attached to an 
arbitrary and out-dated system 
of selection. The Technocratic 
University? This is the very one 
which the Gaullist power wants 
to establish, placing the students 
under the thumb of corporation 
executives, pushing specializa

tion to the nth degree''. The 
pamphlet answers: "We don't 
want to be either book-worms or 
robots." 

More than the material diffi
culties and the type of courses, 
the students complain of "cram
ming and passiveness in the face 
of dogmatic instruction," and 
"conditions which prevent any 
active participation in the work." 
Their conclusion is that they 
m u s t intervene themselves to 
create a "democratic university," 
"We want to apply our own 
solutions to our own problems," 
the pamphlet concludes, "the 
Sorbonne belongs to the stu
dents." 

Academic Freedom Threatened 
Recently a TV news pro

gram carried an item on the 
fight for free speech on the 
campus of the University 
of Minnesota. It resulted in 
a dialogue between a pro
fessor Sibley, who is a paci
fist, and the Public Works 
Commissioner of St. Paul, 
Milton Rosen, who said we 
need more Joe McCarthy's 
in this country. 

Sibley was cheered, and Rosen 
jeered by about 2,000 students 
—whereupon Rosen demanded 
an investigation of the univer
sity by the state legislature, 
and won his p r o p o s a l . The 
aroused student body has mobi
lized 500 s t u d e n t s to go 
throughout the state in "truth 
squads" in an attempt to coun
ter the threatening "red scare." 

The state of academic free
dom on the campuses in this 
country is becoming very alarm
ing. Men like Governor Wallace 
and other reactionary segrega
tionists get the platforms—Hand 
when students protest, they Win 
as a "victory" the right to hear 
some Communist speak. Then 
the door is closed again. This 
is really worse than defeat. 

These Communists not only 
don't represent any true opposi
tion to the reactionaries—they 
don't even attract any audience 
to hear them, except a handful 
of old radicals. But the Wal
laces—and the Malcolm X's^-

The YOUNG MARXIST-HUMANIST 
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• The Heritage and the Challenge, an article 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

• Five pages of quotations from the pen of the 
young Karl Marx. 
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Its HEW That 
Needs Education 

The reader may find it had 
to believe, but the following 
letter is not a satire, nor a 
joke. It is the actual answer 
sent by the Department of 
Health, Education and Wel
fare (HEW) to a youth in 
southeast Kentucky. 

* * * 
"We understand that there 

are eight in your f a m i l y . 
Your father has been unem
ployed for six months. You 
and your family do not have 
enough to eat. You are 17 
and you and your sister want 
to go to high school. 

"We s u g g e s t that your 
father inquire at the county 
office of the Department of 
Economic Security as to any 
help that may be available 
for persons in your circum
stances. 

"We sincerely hope that 
you will be able to attend 
school next year, and that 
you will remember that you 
can secure knowledge even 
though you are not attending 
school. There are libraries 
and night courses available 
in many communities. We 
would suggest that you dis
cuss your ambition with the 
counselor of the school you 
hope to attend." 

Sincerely yours, 
John J. Hurley 
Acting Director 

attract enormous audiences. 
In fact, at Michigan State 

University, a coed named Jackie 
Korona, who is supposedly an 
integrationist, wrote an article 
in the student paper there 
which stressed that Wallace was 
a "gentleman," and an editorial 
in the same issue said that Wal
lace could not "help his belief 
that segregation is a just way 
of life". Student members of 
the NAACP and SNNC, white 
and Negro, picketed the paper 
carrying signs that read "Hitler 
was a gentleman too." 

That very same week, a Pro
fessor Revilo P. Oliver from the 
University of Illinois attacked 
President Kennedy in a John 
Birch Society magazine called 
American Opinion—saying Ken
nedy was assassinated because 
he had ceased to be useful to a 
Communist attempt to over
throw the United States. De
spite enormous student and fac
ulty protest against this Birch-
ite using his position as a pro
fessor to give his views respec-
tibility, the university ruled 
that Oliver had published this 
in a non-university publication, 
as a "private citizen" and there
fore he had not violated any 
university rules. 

The same university fired 
another professor not too long 
ago for allegedly advocating 
"free love" just because a 
letter by him on the subject 
had been printed in a student 
paper. 

"SEDITION" TRIAL 
Meanwhile, the case against 

the students at Indiana Uni
versity, which has come to be 
called the Bloomington "Sedi
tion" case, has been going on 
for almost a year now. The first 
indictment was b a s e d on a 
speech given last March by a 
Negro leader of the Young So
cialist Alliance at a public meet
ing which 125 students and fa
culty members attended on the 
university campus. The speech 
was an analysis of the Freedom 
Now movement which had been 
given dozens of times at other 
campuses—from UCLA to Har
vard. Yet on May 1 last year 
three students were indicted 
for participating in this meet
ing. 

The next night, after posting 
$1000 bond each, they met with 
two lawyers and other friends 
to discuss their defense. The 
lawyer's home at which they 
met, it later developed, had 
been "bugged" and the entire 
discussion was tape-recorded. 

This private conversation was 
then used as a second offense, 
the county prosecutor claiming 
that the defendants had assem
bled "voluntarily participating 
therein by their presence, aid, 
and instigation" to secretly plan-
the violent overthrow of the 
state of Indiana. They faced a 
two to six year prison term if 
convicted. The indictments were 
dismissed on March 20 and the 
1951 Indiana law held unconsti
tutional by the Monroe County 
Circuit Court. 
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Negro Demonstrators Scorn 'Leaders1 

In San Francisco 
For the past month or so, 

Civil Rights demonstrations 
have focused attention on 
the large cities of the North. 
San Francisco has had a 
number of such demonstra
tions against job discrimina
tion. The latest was against 
a G.M. a g e n c y office on 
March 14. The most dra
matic was the "civil diso
b e d i e n c e " demonstration 
that took place in San Fran
cisco's famed Palace Hotel 
on March 7. 

It is difficult to get from the 
newspaper reports the number 
of youth participating. They do 
report however that 600 sat 
down at one entrance and in 
the lobby of the hotel while an
other 250 satin at the carriage 
entrance. T h e demonstrators 
here were extremely active, 
chanting, clapping, s i n g i n g , 
sitting-in, lying-in. 
MANY WHITES TAKE PART 

Many, many of the San Fran
cisco demonstrators were white. 
Again it is difficult to deter
mine the number. The reports 
play up the fact however that 
out of the 167 arrested only 
eight were Negro. 

One of the most important 
developments c a m e when 
these youthful demonstrators 
found themselves in opposi
tion to many of the Negro 
leaders, whom the Negro 
youth have labeled as "Uncle 
Toms." 
Miss Tracy Sims, 18, chair

man of the Ad Hoc Committee 
for the Sheraton-Palace, which 
spear-headed this drive, became 
a Civil Rights fighter during the 
Woolworth and Kress boycotts 
of 1960 when she was 14 years 
old. 

She is also chairman of the 

MIGRANT CHILDREN 

7-Year-Olds Are 
Given Piecework 

"Recently this reporter . . . 
visited migrant camps in North 
Carolina. We saw dozens of kids 
as young as seven picking pota
toes under a blistering sun. 
They were performing hard, ad-
u l t labor, working rapidly, 
mechanically, without pause, 
dripping sweat as they stripped 
potatoes from the plants . . . 

"Like the adults, the child
ren work at backbreaking 
piecework rates. As each 30- to 
35-pound basket was filled, the 
child would lift it and empty 
it into a field sack. Each sack, 
filled, would net the child's par
ents seven pennies—about one 
mill per pound." 

—A. E. Farrell in Good 
Housekeeping 

* * * 
From— 
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affairs. 
THE ACTIVIST, independent, 
is unabashedly in the radi
cal tradition of inquiry and 
dissent. 
THE ACTIVIST, each quarter, 
lends insight and perspec
tive; run entirely by under
graduate students, THE AC
TIVIST is as unique as it is 
controversial. 

• 
Subscription: only $2 a year 
Send with name and address 

to 
THE ACTIVIST 
P.O. BOX 292 
OBERUfi, OHIO 

San Francisco Youth For Jobs, 
an organization formed to get 
more jobs for persons under 
25 and to curtail job discrim
ination. 

San Francisco Mayor, John F. 
Shelley, in two days engineered 
a so-called a g r e e m e n t , that 
appears to be binding on no one 
but the civil rights organiza
tions, with all the hotels in the 
city Although the agreement 
called for dropping c h a r g e s 
against the sit-inners the judge 
refused to drop the charges say
ing he would be no party to any 
agreement by the Sheraton-
Palace Hotel not to prosecute. 

UNIONS READY TO AID 
Keeping in mind the objec

tives of Miss Sims' organization 
to end job discrimination, what 
is most exciting in the accounts 
of the demonstrations is one 
small paragraph of six lines 
which s t a t e d "while ticklish 
negotiations were going on, 
(Mayor) Shelley also stalled off 
several unions which said they 
were going to put hundreds of 
their members on the picket 

line. However, no further de
tails are given of the unity be
tween the unions and the Civil 
Rights organizations. One can 
just say that it is about time 
that there was some real active 
s u p p o r t on the part of the 
unions. 

A LOUD SQUEAK 
While the newspapers lauded 

the "End of the Hotel Siege" 
and the judge refused to drop 
the charges against the sit-
inners and some Negro leaders 
called for an end to such demon
strations, 300 demonstrators on 
March 14 protested job discrim
ination at a C a d i l l a c auto 
agency's office in San Francisco 
by " m a r c h i n g in serpentine 
chain inside the agency when 
police arrived." Out of the 300, 
110 were arrested. 

Mayor Shelley's attempt to 
put an end to "this kind of mass 
demonstrations" has not exactly 
succeeded. As Dick G r e g o r y , 
who was present at the Palace 
"siege" put it, "The wheels that 
squeak the loudest get oiled." 

—N & L Committee Member 

In New York and Chicago 
Both New York and Chi

cago have seen the prom
ises of a second school boy
cott a g a i n s t de facto 
segregation f u l f i l l e d . In 
both cities, the first boy
cotts were overwhelmingly 
successful. 

In New York City, 464,362 chil
dren, almost 45 percent of the 
entire enrollment, both Negro 
and white, stayed away from 
school on Feb. 4. In the second 
boycott on March 16, 267,459 
students, or 26 percent of the 
citywide enrollment, took part, 
despite the fact that the second 
demonstration did not have the 
support of many of the civil 
rights leaders. 

The absenteeism at the pre
dominantly Negro schools in 
Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesanf 
was almost complete. The num
ber of pupils absent was over 
the total n u m b e r of Negro 
pupils in the system—264,616. 

In Chicago, the second boy
cott on Feb. 25 was likewise 
almost complete in the pre

dominantly Negro schools. In 
schools with 90 percent and 
over of Negro students, 80 
percent stayed out. The figure 
went as high as 85.5 percent 
in a school with 99.8 percent 
Negro students. 

A total of 172,350 students 
stayed out of classes d u r i n g 
Chicago's second b o y c o t t , as 
compared to 224,770 students 
who participated in the first 
boycott on Oct. 22. In many re
spects, however, it was a far 
more significant demonstration 
because Mayor Daley's powerful 
Democratic city machine had 
conducted a well-organized and 
highly publicized anti- boycott 
campaign in a d e t e r m i n e d 
attempt to defeat it. Instead, the 
Negro rank-and-file defeated the 
machine. 

The result was a dramatic 
demonstration by the rank-and-
file in the civil rights move
ment, not only against de facto 
segregation but against many of 
the "old time" Negro leaders 
and politicians, from whom the 
Negro community in Chicago 
seems to be turning decisively. 

OFF THE 
THIS MONTH 

Marxism and Freedom 
from 1776 to Today 
By Raya Dunayevskaya 

This dramatic and penetrating book probes 
the development, deviations and divisions 

from 

MARX TO MAO 
It fittingly appears during this centennial year 
of Marx's founding of the First International. 

Order your copy now at the special pre-publication 
price of $1.50. Publisher's price will be $1 .98. Fill 
out order blank below to take advantage of this offer. 

Address ail orders to: News & Letters, 8751 
Grand River Avenue, Detroit 4 , Michigan. 
Enclosed is ( ) check ( ) money order for ( ) 
copies of the new paperback edition of Marxism and 
Freedom at the special pre-publication price of 
$1 .50 each. 
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As Miners' Wives Picket 

25 Police Watch 5 Women 
Hazard, Ky.—For about six or eight weeks they had 

25 police guarding five of us women. They had us 
charged with breach of the peace, disorderly language, 
and blocking the public highway. We weren't guilty of 
any of those things. All we were doing was stopping 

the scabs. 

Most Effective 
Pickets: Wives 

COMBS, Ky.—From the very 
start, the women were in on 
the picketing against the scab-
mines. 

One day last year when the 
men were going to picket one 
of the scab mines, they were 
afraid it was going to be pretty 
rough, so they told the women 
to go home, instead of that, the 
women got into their own cars 
and took off to a different mine 
in another direction. 

WOMEN IN TROUBLE 
Before long, somebody came 

to the mine where the men 
were and told them the women 
were in trouble, and several of 
the men took off right away to 
go help them. When they got to 
the tipple they saw the women 
up on it, with sticks, beating 
the blazes out of the scabs up 
there. 

A fellow standing below 
watching it asked the men, 
"Aren't you going to go help 
them?" 

The men just stood there 
and grinned. "We'll just sit 
here and watch," they said. 
"Those women don't need any 
help from us!" 

SCAB IN TROUBLE 

The same day, some of the 
women pulled their cars across 
the road to stop one of the 
scab trucks which was filled 
with coal and on its way to the 
tipple. The truck came to a 
stop facing up the hill, and the 
driver yelled to the women to 
get out of the way or he'd get 
out and beat them up. 

As he kept yelling, one of the 
women got out of her ear and 
slipped around to the back of 
the truck. She pulled out the 
pin holding the tail gate—and 
that was all she had to do. The 
coal spilled out all over the 
road. 

The best time we had doing 
that was when the police were 
all up at the High STieriff's 
mine. The police knew we were 
sure to be at that mine to try 
to stop them from loading coal 
over that tipple, so they all 
went up this narrow road to get 
up there ahead of us and to be 
ready for any trouble when we 
got there. 

A PRETTY SIGHT 

We knew they were there 
waiting for us. Only just then, 
up that one-way dirt road comes 
as pretty a sight as you ever 
saw: a scab driver with his truck 
loaded with coal, on his way up 
to the tipple. We just let him 
go by, and when he started up 
a pretty steep grade, we just 
pulled the tail gate pin. You 
never saw such a pile of coal 
like that dumped in the middle 
of that road. 

It was beautiful. The police 
were all trapped up there at 
the top of the hill; they 
couldn't go anywhere. And on 
top of that, no other scab 
driver was going to load a 
pound of coal over that tipple 
for a long time—until all of 
that dumped coal was cleared 
away. We figured our work 
was done there, so we just 
turned our cars around and 
went off to another mine. 

We haven't been able to 

We got one scab up on a 
tipple one day and told him to 
send his men home, but he 
wouldn't listen to us. We took 
off his shirt and ran it up on 
a pole, and we were going to 
take off his pants and run him 
down through town that way, 
but the police came up and we 
had to leave. 

One mine we went to, we 
looked around and found the 
operator holding a gun on 
us. We were going to take ( 
his gun away from him, but 
the police came up too soon 
that time, to<t. 

The police didn't always get 
there fast enough though. One 
day we ran some of the scabs 
right off one tipple. We never 
did figure how they did it but 
they ran right up the chute— 
they looked like dogs running 
after rabbits they moved so 
fast. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY? 

The cops used to follow us 
everywhere. One day we parked, 
and they parked and waited for 
us to go again. And finally they 
came over and said, "Look, we 
know what you want to do— 
you want to go over to that 
tipple over^ yonder. But we're 
here to follow you, and we're 
going to stop you because that 
road is a private road, and you 
are not allowed to go up there." 

We told them we knew the 
property on each side might be 
private, but the road was 
county property and we had as 
much right to it as anybody. 
Then I told them, since they 
cared so much about personal 
property, they'd better never 
come on mine or I'd run them 
off for sure. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY! 

It wasn't long before I got 
the chance, either. I live about 
20 feet from a railroad track, 
and there's a switch right in 
front of our house. One day 
the cops and the national 
jguard set up a machine-gun on 
that switch. This was to take 
care of three little pickets we 
had there. Then about 8 or 10 
police cars pulled up, and some 
of them parked their cars right 
against our fence. , 

I came running right out, 
and I told them that was my 
personal property they were 
on and they'd better get 
their damn cars off it and 
fast. 

They told me, "We're police, 
and we can park anywhere we 
want to." But one of the rail
road detectives was a little bit 
smarter than they were, and he 
came running over to tell 
them, "You heard what the 
lady said; I think you'd better 
move." It really did my heart 
good to chase them off. 

The police around here hate 
me, for sure. But they couldn't 
hate me any more than I hate 
them. 

Miner's Wife 

picket since last year when they 
indicted the men in court on 
those trumped-up charges. But 
there are still a lot of other 
things to do. We distribute the 
clothes and food that is sent 
in. We visit the homes to see 
who is in the worst need. We 
do a lot of letter-writing. I 
guess there isn't much we don't 
do now . . . except picket. 

^-MinerV Wife 



Page Eight N E W S & L E T T E R S March, 1964 

Miners' Committee Holds Key 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ington University, who said 
they would return to camp
us to organize programs 
among students to help. 
6. Youth—report given on 

progress made in organizing a 
local youth group. 

7. Financial secretary's report 
—amount in treasury reported; 
hat was passed for contribu
tions; amount collected was re
ported. 

This skeleton outline of the 
meeting cannot r e f l e c t the 
spirit and fighting determina
tion expressed in many ways by 
the people present. (For one 
example, see speech printed on 
page 3.) 

There are many lessons that 
can be learned from south
eastern Kentucky, for the situ
ation here mirrors the future 
of workers everywhere. The 
forces contending for power 
here exist in every shop, mill, 
mine and factory throughout 
the rest of the nation. The only 
difference here is that the two 
forces stand eye-to-eye to each 
other, stripped of all hypocrisy. 

It must be remembered that 
miners were first to feel the 
effects of, and the longest to 
suffer the ravages of Automa
tion, which was introduced in 
the coal mines in 1949-50. Since 
that time, the miners have seen 
their work force slashed from 
some 450,000 m e n to some 
120,000 men today. 

The miners were the first to 
sound the alarm that Automa
tion was a destroyer of jobs as 
well as a killer of men. Far 
from lightening the work load 
of the miner, Automation, the 
continuous miner, meant in
human s p e e d u p for men 
damned to work on these 
energy-draining monster m a-
chines. 
STRIP MINING INROADS 

In this same period, strip-
mining operations mushroomed. 
These operations c o u l d be 
worked without u n i o n men, 
with less expense to the opera
tors in wages as well as in cost
ly equipment needed for deep-
mine operations. S t r i p p e r s 
could also rip the coal from 
their seams without concerning 
themselves about replacing the 
gouged-out earth. And stripping 
took its toll: accounting for 
about 10 percent of coal pro
duction in 1950, it accounts for 
about 25 percent today, or an 
increase from some 40 million 
tons stripped in 1950 to well 
over 100 million tons now. In 
Kentucky alone, over 800 miles 
of terrain is ^tripped. 

Nowhere were the effects 
of these combined forces felt 
more than in southeastern 
Kentucky. Marginal m i n e s 
closed down; larger opera
tions began to cancel their 
union c o n t r a c t s with the 
United M i n e Workers. By 
1959, in Perry County, where 
Hazard is located, the pattern 
became unmistakenly clear. 
The operators were out to 
break the UMW. The men 
came out on strike. 
Rifle fire crackled in the 

mountain hollows as pickets 
sought to stop scab miners from 
working and hired company 
thugs tried to discourage the 
pickets. Strikers homes were 
dynamited, including the trailer 
occupied by Berman Gibson, 
one of the strike leaders. The 
home of a local merchant con
tributing food to the pickets 
was also dynamited, along with 
a church being constructed pri
marily through the efforts of 
the merchants. Coal tipples 
were- also dynamited, and pick
ets' cars parked along the road
side were often riddled with 
bullets. The women joined their 
husbands on the roving picket 
lines. (See stories, p. 7). 

The High Sheriff of the 

county, a notorius non-pinion 
mine operator, hired 73 depu
ties—more than had ever been 
on the force in the history of 
this area, including the strike-
ridden p e r i o d of the early 
1930s. As one of the pickets 
said, "The High Sheriff picked 
up every trigger-happy rum 
bum who could never get a job 
and pinned a badge on him. 
These were the deputies—and 
not one of them could have 
passed the test to be a deputy." 

It was war, years of war. 
The control of the operators 
over the local petty officials 
now was thrown into the 
scales. Under the food stamp 
plan, unemployed p i c k e t s 
were charged $40-850 or more 
for the m a x i m u m of $72 
worth of stamps allowed a 
month, while scab m i n e r s 
making from $3 to $12 dol
lars a day got the s a m e 
amount of stamps for $2. 
Unable to break the deter

mination of the pickets, the op
erators turned to a n o t h e r 
source of power they controlled: 
the courts. Trumped-up charges 
were brought against 18 of the 
pickets. If convicted, they face 
sentences r a n g i n g from a 
$10,000 fine and 20 years in jail 
up to life imprisonment and 
even death. 
MINERS FRAMED 

These court cases are now 
pending, and the framed miners 
need all the aid they can get. 
An idea of the ruthless deter
mination of the coal operators 
can be gained from the charge 
of robbery with intent to kill 
brought against ten pickets in 
January 1964 — for something 
that was supposed to have hap
pened in October 1962. 

Interestingly enough, two 
of the ten men charged have 
confessed to the crime; their 
bail has reportedly been paid 
by the operators, and their 
families have been taken care 
of by the operators. 
Another sidelight to this 

show is that only one of the 
three men against whom the 
alleged crime was committed 
said he could identify anybody. 
The other two said it was too 
dark and foggy to identify any
one. The third however, re
portedly said he recognized two 
of the ten men and named two 
prominent picket leaders . . . 
neither one of whom could 
have been at the place at that 
time according to witnesses. 
LAST UMW MINE GOING 

As indicated, the success of 
the operators in breaking the 
UMW in Perry County is nearly 
complete. The last union mine 
in the county has given notice 
to the UMW that it is cancel
ling its contract in April. 

The striking miners, however, 
have by now gone beyond just 
simple unionism. They all want 
the protection that a union can 
provide, but they also are de
manding entirely new human 
relations—not only in the mine, 
but in the community. 

They know what a complete 
victory for the operators rep
resents. They see daily the 
abject p o v e r t y destroying 
those scabs who work for $3, 
$5 a day. This is the only 
future for the miners and 
their families if the opera
tors win. 
The government has sent in 

projects designed to help the 
unemployed, but the operators 
and their allies are stopping 
any real effort in the area. They 
know that if other industry 
comes in that they will lose 
their cheap labor, and are do
ing all they can to prevent any 
such development. 
LINKS TO THE FUTURE 

The striking miners know all 
of this. It is why they have 
organized themselves into the 
Appalachian Committee for Full 

Our Life and Times 

OUR 
To hear them tell it the 

most oppressed, poorly paid 
and underprivileged group of 
men in the United States are 
our beloved Congressmen. At 
great trouble to themselves, 
they seek to gerrymander 
the home constituancies to 
keep themselves at the thank
less job and to serve the in
terests of their masters, Wall 
Street. What devotion! 

Obviously they should be 
offered something other than 
standing in line for surplus 
food! They thought so and, 
by God, they did something 
about it. They built them
selves a new home, through 
the sweat of our own brows. 
The price was modest enough 
$94,000,000. Considering that 
it will house 169 men, but 
with feeding facilities for 

By Peter Mallory 

EXPLOITED CONGRESSMEN 
3,000 people, a garage for 
1,600 cars, 18 committee 
ante - rooms, 51 committee 
rooms, swimming pool,; gym-
asium, volley ball courts, 
massage tables, steam tables, 
a $7.5 million railroad to 
take them two blocks, who 
among them can coniplain 
about the price? 

The style of the huge pile 
of marble and granite is 
known in architectural cir
cles as "early ugly St«lin", 
copied, no doubt, from the 
man of the same name. It is 
named, appropriately enough 
for the man who sneaked a 
bill through Congress, tacked 
onto another bill, to author
ize its building—Sam Ray-
burn, southern segregatibnist 
since deceased. 

Each of the Congressional 

suites includes two bath 
rooms, a kitchenette and a 
huge vault (to keep whiskey 
in?) Furnishings per suite 
will cost $10,000 each. 

Since those who must suf
fer under such miserable 
accomodations should at least 
have a bit of pocket money 
to jingle, they also tried to 
vote themselves a $10,000 a 
year raise on top of their 
$22,000 a year salaries. Only 
the demand for a roll-call 
vote prevented the vote-con
scious congressmen from 
passing their bill. In this 
election year, they just didn't 
want it on their records. 

In another hundred years, 
if they are not too tired 
they might get around to a 
civil rights bill. 

Uncle Toms Boycott-
Civil Rights 

The recent wave of school 
boycotts of northern schools 
to protest de-facto segrega
tion in the school system of 
Chicago, New York City and 
and Boston met with over
whelming success. Thous
ands of students and teach
ers stayed at home despite 
the threats of reprisal by 
school authorities. 

The sour apple in the bar
rel for Chicago was the Rev. 
(Uncle Tom) Jackson who 
organized the Baptist Min
isters against it and urged 
his Negro following to boy
cott it. The other Uncle Toms 
who follow him were: the 
Urban League, the N.A.-
A.C.P., the Presbyterian In
terracial Council, the Cath
olic Interracial Council and 
the African M e t h o d i s t 
Church. 

In Boston the opposition 
was led by Cardinal Cushing, 
who called the Negro dem
onstrators, "truants." 

Passports? 
The system of issuing pass

ports for Americans to travel 
abroad was adopted in 1926. 
During recent years, pass
ports have been denied to 
people whose political views 
the U.S. State Dept. found 
objectionable. 

This law has finally been 
c h a l l e n g e d by William 
Worthy, a Negro journalist 
who visited China, Hungary 
and Cuba and was arrested 
when he re-entered the 
country in Miami, Florida. 

Recently a Federal Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans 
found that it was a funda
mental right to enter the 

country freely. The Justice 
Dept. is expected to carry 
the case to the Supreme 
Court. 

South Africa 
Ten men, headed by Nel

son Mandela, head of the 
African National Congress 
Party, 6 Negroes, 3 whites 
and an Indian, face the gal
lows in South Africa if the 
charges against them are 
sustained by the segliega-
tionist all white government. 
They are charged with! an 
attempt to overthrow the 
segregationist government, 
end segregation and establish 
free voting rights fori all 
South Africans. 

Typical of such govern
ments, they charge a "com
munist plot" although none of 
the men is now, has been or 
ever was a Communist. 

Death is not uncommon 
among those awaiting trial. 
At the inquest of Looksmart 
Solwandle, a "Detainee," it 
was reported that "the de
tainees are ordered to un
dress and squat on the 
ground and a stick is then 
placed in front of their 
elbows and behind their 
knees, while their hands are 
handcuffed. A canvas is then 
placed over their heads and 
a series of electric shocks 
administered.". One of the 
20 witnesses who testified at 
the inquest of the man thus 
killed said, "I was taken to 
the Pretoria morgue and con
fronted with his body and 
told that there was plenty 
of room for me there as 
well." The policeman told 
him, "We are at war and 
your life means nothing." 

30 year old Fipho Tyitya, 

also a "detainee" was found 
hanged in his cell at Port 
Elizabeth. (See R e a d e r s ' 
Views for information oh a 
world protest about this.) 

Malaysia 
The threat of open warfare 

, exists between Indonesia, and 
the new country of Malaysia. 
Men of that country have 
already been killed in border 
skirmishes but the country 
is ready to fight back when 
invaded. 

Sukarno, who has been 
playing the middle game be
tween Russia and the United 
States, getting aid from both 
while pretending to be a 
"socialist," seeks to divert at
tention from his home eco
nomic troubles by involving 
the country in a war, in 
which he can exterminate his 
opposition at home. 

\ 

Desegregation 
Here is the champion rec

ord for law-breaking in the 
United States. Ten years ago 
the Supreme Court of the 
United States ruled that seg
regation in schools must 
end "with all possible speed". 
Here is the record today (in 
the first column is the total 
number of school districts; 
in the second, the number of 
desegregated districts): 

Alabama 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Georgia 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
N. Carolina 
S. Carolina 
Tenn. 
Virginia 
Missouri 
Oklahoma ~ 

114 4 
415 13 

67 16 
197 
67 

150 

Employment, through w h i c h 
they are demanding a decisive 
voice in determining what pro
jects come into the area as 
well as how they are to be ex
ecuted. It is nothing short of 
trying to take their destiny in
to their own hands and making 
a new world for themselves. 
The links the Committee is 
making with the rest of labor, 
the youth and the Freedom 
NOW Movement are important 
not only to the Kentucky coal 
miners, but to all of those they 
are trying to reach. 

Unless he has obtained a spe
cial permit, a South African 
professor delivering a lecture 
at a white club commits a 
criminal offence. 

: 

171 40 
108 1 
154 44 
130 55 
1597 203 
1180 197 1 
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