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Hospital Stay Reminds
Worker of Auto Shop

Several months ago, some pains in the calves of my legs
would get so bad after I walked for several blocks that I would
have to stop and sit for 10 or 15 minutes before they disappeared.
1 decided to go to Ford Hospital, and after an examination the
doctor said he wanted me in the hospital several days for X-rays
and tests.

- The morning after I checked in 1 went to X.ray. As soon as
1 got back to my room there was another orderly waiting to take

_me to the fifth floor. On the way 1 met lines of patients and
orderlies half runmng with them, just the same as workers have

Total C zecho.slovak Unity Deftes

orderlies halt running with them, Just the same as workers have B gy smn Invasion to Crush Marxlsm

s
)

strong feelmg that the patients were being handled like workersi
handle steel in the shops. After waiting in the hall of a depart- |
ment for an hour they discoveréd that they had forgetten to take
me to another department where I-would have to go before coming
$o -this department. They made it sound as though it was my fault
that I had not gone there.

) EOSPITAL PRODUCTION LINE:
"1 ‘got back to my room for one hour and was then taken to
the 11th floor for some other tests and then to the 17th floor for .
more testing. All the time I was answering the same questions over
and over again at each department.

Each time I was told T would go back to my room, but eaeh

. time. someone would ask my name and off I would ‘go. again. It)
-~ was: two .0’clock and I had not eaten.

“They. took me- to one room and put me on a table under a
monster machine to take X-rays of my entire body. This machine
had the same groaning sounds that those in the automotive plant
had. Then they advised me how still I had to be because they were
going to put some tubes of medicine into my veins- and it would
circulate through my bedy, and then a half an hour later they
would take the pictures.

SEVENTY DOLLARS WORTH OF TIME

"When the doctor began I was very still as he put three |!
. tubes in my back. He came back several times and put another
‘full tube in and pushed some more out of those he had put in
previously. T began to make little jumps. This seemed to make |
him angry and he kept saying I should not move, this.is serious
business and that they were. not playing. I asked how many more
will he put in and he said he had Just started.

By Andrew Filak -

A stunned world awoke in disbelief to the news of -the midnight Russian_’ inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia on Aug. 20. But almost immediately afterward, another more
stunning ‘and more unbelievable - development began to take shape. Far from achiev- .
ing a victory, the invading Russian troops instead faced: a-totally united people who; -
though:unarmed, spontaneously created a massive and ‘complete resistance throughout
the nation. It became crystal clear to the state-capitalist rulers in Moscow that their’
brutal attempt to crush the fledging freedoms won by ‘the Czechoslovak people had in-
stead steeled their determination to keep these freedoms. This determination trans-
formed. the - Czechoslovakian people into an awesome mxght agamst whxch Russmn
bullets, guns, tanks and planes proved to be futile. ‘

WE NEED YOUR HELP

Four years ago, Goldwater was delivered a crushing de-
feat. This year the oil millionaires of Texas are showing them-
selves ready to finance the Far-Right neo-fascism of Wallace—
who has already attracted an alarming number of white racist
votes, and is now reaching out for white workers in an at-
tempt to divide the labor movement in order to crush it as

- well as_the black revolt, and the anti-war movement.

Wallace-ism represents a much greater danger than Gold-
water, who faded back into the Republican Party; or Birch-
ism, whose organizational base was the middle class. Wallace
has his own party and will not disappear after the November
elections.

l To a man, the population re-
sisted the invaders. Men and
women, young and old, workers,
 students .and ‘intellectuals,” Czechs
and Stovaks — all struck back at
the unwelcome troops. In the first
reaction of unsuppressed rage
and anger against the invasion,
many Czechoslovaks were mur-
ered and thousands more
wounded.
PEOPLE ACT

Then came the release of the’
creativity - of a people ‘who -had
for months been seriously study-

p—

—

I began to get dizzy, and when I told him he had to stop,
- another 'young doctor rushed up and took my blood pressure.

_*. He said ‘both my blood pressure and heart beat was OK, but at
" that moment I got sick to my stomach and felt like I was gomg

Neither will the black revolt, nor the anti-war movement, -
- nor: the daily. struggles of the rank and file workers in the
_plants against their mhuman conditions of labor, and their

own bureaucracles :
* ® *

The entlre world stands at a Transition Point which can

ing and trying to put into -prac-
tice the ideas of freedom. :

~ The Czechoslovak people total.
ly rejected private capltahsm but
more important, they were act:

to vomit. I said I could not take -any more and that I was so
“tull .of this- stuff I wanted to throw up. He began to put ether )
to ;my .nose and ' at that moment the. doctor stuck me again. :I
jumped and he yelled .and_stood ‘back. He sald ‘he was not going
_to -try with me again and to get me up and back to my room..
Then he said somewhat angrily that they 10st all- this ‘time and

mg against Russian' state-capital:
ism, and seeking to -establish a
soclety based on humanist foun-
dations . (see . September, - 1968
News & Letters, special Czecho-. =
s1ovak supplement), Suddenly

go either forward or backward. That is what makes the year
ahead so_critical and the need to keep a paper llke News &

| Letters going so urgent.
. No other paper anywhere has carried the éxchange of
ideas between workers ‘black and white, as well as “student

: .»uover $70 fooling with me. 2 .

I was’ sick; but what the dector said made me mad as. hell 1

; saml to the ‘dector that this is what is wrong with this whole set up:
o sked yéu if you: counld put me to:sleep and  you .said that
i couldn’t, Seventy dollars and ‘a little time is all that matters
~with 'you. My life does not - matter to you, Just materjal matters
: net human beings.” : :

" . - The doctor stood there. lookmg amazed ‘and said that 1f as’
SN Wrong I told him -how well I felt before I came into this room
. and how near.I felt I was-at the end of my life on the table.]

When T said -this is the last test he said to walt w
- and then decide, . ntil tomorroy,

Later the doctor came into my room and asked me how I was

rebels here and abroad. No other paper has made a theoretical’

contribution like our analysis of what arrested the near-French

‘Revolution, ‘or carried a special report direct from Prague at
" the’ very moment Russian- troops were invading Czechoslova--
kia, No other paper is- the unique combination. of worker and
: mtellectual that is. News & Letters. :

We have been supported and financed in the 13 years of

_our existence entirely. by contributions and subscriptions of
‘members and. friends. Qur circulation is. growing steadily—
“but so are our costs! Every issue of our paper now costs

over ‘$400 to print.- Our entire staff-—both full-time and part-
tlme—-works on a voluntary basis. But postage, rent, and.
supplies cost another $300 every month,

the search ‘for - a" phxlosophy ‘of
freedom -became a matter of llfe
-and death

The mvadmg soldlers were cons

ffronted at every turn by Czecho- . . .
{1 slovak students and workers who.

mounted enemy tanks or faced . :
patrolling  soldiers, .- challenging -

| them, in fluent Russian, to ans-

wer why they had invaded the
country. For the occupying troops,
whe had: been told they were go- -
ing. into Czechosolvakia to -help .
unite the people against “‘inter-

‘TO CONTINUE WE NEED YOUR HELP' Please chp
the coupon below and send it to: .
NEWS & LETTERS
+ 415 Bramard Street, . Detroit, Michigan 48201
eI enclose... ... as my contrlbutlon to keep News & .
Letters going.
o Please enter my renewal ( ), new subscmptlon )
for one year at $1.

feeling. I told him O.K., but not as good as I felt before he in-
jected all that fluid mto me today. He smiled.- I. asked him
‘when did he 80 home . and he “said he had gone: home and was

* thinking of me and had. come back to talk. He wanted me to
forgive him for._his foolish and stupid statement that he had made
about the $70 they *had lost. I was not the- first patient that
could not take those tests. 'One out of every ten could not take
them, but it was because I was frightened that T became sick. If I
consented to take them tomorrow they would put me to sleep and |
a would not feel any pain.

(Contmued on Page 2)

nal counter-revolutienaries” and
protect them against external
military threat.from West Ger-
many, it soon became abundantly
clear that the people were com-
pletely united — mnot against any
manufactured internal or exter-
nal threat, but against the very
real occupying froops - them-
selves,

. (Continued -on Page 8)
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:(Continued from Page 1)

- “The doctor 'sald “We try to save lives,” and asked if ‘I be-
lieved -him. 1 said; “Yes, but.in your rush experimentation on them

I also believe you kill some.”
MEDICAL SPEED-UP

The next day I took the test after being put to sleep

Some time later a nurse was slapping my face in the recovery.
saying, “Mr. Denby, wake up.” I opened my eyes and saw

room,

another nurse slapping a patient and saying the same thing to:
him. I vaguely remember seeing many beds all over this recovery
room and the thoughi that came to my mind was that, with the
population explosion, there are many people teday and many of
them are, sick at the same time, and many are in the hospitals

and docior’s offices. There is this need for speed in treating’

people and because of the speed to keep up with the need of the
sick, the doctors and nurses and other hospital employees lose
the human contact between themselves and the patients, these

living human beings.

After being wheeled back to. my bed I was told I could go
home the next day at ten. Looking back, Henry Ford Hospital,.
one of this -nation’s greatest, with the best doctors and medical
- staff, -the best equipment, is running patients through at the
same pace as cars and trucks are rushed through his plants en
thQSe production lines. Only it is different. Here it is living
human beings, and in his plants it is dead material things.

Black Panthers vs. Cops:
The Battle Is Nationwide

The Black  Panthers are
young, black and militant.
In their way they are telling
black people across the coun-

_try to prepare themselves
for the revolution to come.

‘It is for -these reasons that
the power structure; in the form
of their racist cops, both na-
.. tional and local, has declared
open ‘season on the Panthers.
These so-called officers -of the
peace are out to exterminate the
Panthers either . by - outright
violence or through “then' courts
of law”.

HUEY NEWTON

‘Everyone knows of the political
trial of Panther leader, Huey
Newton, which has just ended
with a conviction on voluntary
manslaughter This" is only after
they couldn’t successfully frame
him for first degree murder.

In Los Angeles, three Panthers
were shot down by L.A’s finest,
in _what amounted ‘to a public
execution: in every sense of the
word..

In New York, over 100 cops
(supposedly off ' duty) armed
with all sorts of weapons, at-
tacked, without provocation, six
unarmed  and out-numbered
Panthers. This attack took place,
during. ‘working hours, in that
most holy of holies of law and
order, a courthouse in Brooklyn.
- Even though many of these cops
were identified, not one has yet
- ‘been brought up on. charges or
"arrested.
CALIFORNIA
~In:-Oakland, Calif; it wasn’t
- enough: to: gun down unarmed
‘Bobby -Hutton in April this year,
they had to shoot up the Panther
office as ‘well, just after Huey
- Newton  was convxcted In . this

- case not only were the two cops:

who did it on duty; but they used
" a-squad car to do it in. The only
»‘*penalty given :fo ‘them was sus-
- pension from: - duty. Anybody

© else would be behind bars.
' NEW YORK

“In New York, eight Panthers
‘in several different eases are on
trial on charges from loitering
to -assaulting - an. officer and
resisting arrest, with bails set
so high they can’t possible be

" met. There is little doubt that

a general round-up move is on
against the Panthers there.

- Not-to he outdone by the local
police, - the - FBI arvested four
Panthers, a young married cou-
ple, another man and a teen-
age girl, on charges of illegal
flight to aveid arrest. The FBI
said they were wanied for arson
in Baltimore,

" Recently the students and
faculty of the Berkeley campus
of the University of Calif. hired
Eldridge Cleaver; a Black
Panther leader, to give ten lec-
tures on racism there. Right
wing Governor Reagan and the
Board of Regents stepped in _and
cancelled “the lectures; then, in
face of opposition, allowed hlm
to give one lecture

It seems. as though the cops
have. gone ape over the Black
Panthers, and the question is
how will .the Panthers. strike

‘back. They have .made two good

first steps in getting themselves
rooted in the Black Community

and seeking allies through the.

Peace and Freedom Party. But
these are just a beginning.

| Ann Arbor, Mich. ~— -The
rhetoric of the movement has

1assumed the necessity of co-
operation of radical students
with ~ workers and blacks.
The revolts in France and
Czechoslovakia, before: the
Russian invasion, showed
Americans that such a com-
bination is possible.

It became a reality recently
when an alliance of welfare reci-
pients from Ann Arbor and Ypsi-
lanti and students at the Univer-
sity .of Michigan forced the coun-
ty welfare department to pro-
vide a special clothing grant of
up to $70 for each school-age
child whose family is on welfare.
For the first time here, a large
group of radical students were

ple in attacking a system repres-
sive to both.

MOTHERS IGNORED

The welfare mothers had been
telling their case workers since
last April that monéy was needed
to clothe their children for the
comiing school year. As usual,
they were ignored. However, with
the help of the National Welfare
Rights Organization, some 40
mothers organized a group to
fight the welfare department.

to meet with the group and of-
fered them $20 per child if they
would just go away. This was re-
fused and negotiations centinued,
with the department willing to
give $60 per child and ‘the moth-
ers demanding the grants - be
based solely on need. Obvious-
ly, the officials were taken by
surprise that a bunch of “shift

titude to. suffer through talks
with public officials.

of The Michigzan Daily, was

when he tried to enter the coun-
l ty building where negotiations

Wa]kout In NY Garment Shop

‘New York N.Y. — Last.
month, 400 workers at Fig-|
ure Flattery, a shoo in the
garment district in New
York, walked off the job in,
a wildeat strike. Their griev-
ances were directed both
against the company and
their union, Local 32 of the
Internsational Ladies Gar-

ment Fart-are TTnion.

They demanded an end to the

company’s .policy of locking the:

workers inside during work
hours and an end to mistreat-

ment and name-calling on the
| job. They also asked " that the
~{ union

reopen negotiations on
“cost of living”
be-

the contract’s
‘clause; the workers made
tween $60-$70 a week.
WORKERS WALK OUT
Committees of workers were

organized ‘within the shop to[

deal’ with these. issues and the
shop chairman fmally led . the
walkout.

For nearly ten_days the work-
exs tried o get the union’s heip;

they marched to the union lead-

er, Stulberg’s eoffice, but he re-
fused. to listen until they would
return to work. The shop chair-
man was fired because of his
rele and the other workers re-
fused to go back luml he was
reinstated.

After days of work stoppage
the company and the union
agreed to renegotiate the “‘cost

of living” clause and the work-

ers got a 4% increase. The
shop chairman was rehired. One
worker ‘said, “Now, after the
wildcat, the gates aren’t locked
and we even got soda and food
machines - installed, to keep us
happy. The company gof scared
"and now they treat us better.

But we had to push hard. to

get the union to do. anythmg |

| “For a long time the wunion

| has ignored our problems on the

! job. By the time you get through
‘ the grievance maehinery you

could be out on the streets. We

don’t even get to ratify our con-
tracts, it’s all dene through Joint
. Executive Boards. We den’t have
' any regular meetings and when

joined with local community peo- ||

Welfare offieials first refused |

At this point, activities heizht-
ened. Steve Wildstrom, an editor ||

punched and arrested by pelice

less, lazy people’” had the for- »

we do have one the union lead-

ers pack it with their stooges.
“There is no democracy in
our union and -because a lot of

our members are Spanish-speak-
ing workers they get taken ad-:

vantage of all the time. Although

we got an increase, the wages
. are still very bad. What we have
to do is to talk to people in
other shops and see if they are
with us.”

OTHER LOCALS INSPIRED

about ' freopening the “eost of
living” clause in their contracts
and about the lack of democracy
-in" their union. A worker from
another ILGWU Local said, “It’s
no different for the skilled work-
ers here. The union is run by
leaders who keep themselves in
office year after year. Sometimes
you just have to laugh at some
of the shady deals they ram
through our meetings. But if you
oppose them you could be out of
a job. -

“In: our Local we have a so-
called ‘opposition’ that has ex-
isted for 30 years, but hasn’t
challenged the leadership’s prac-
tices. They exist only on paper.

's0 discouraged they were
apathetic, . but now with this
wildcat some people may start
thinking.”

Many workers in" other locals
in the ILGWU are concerned i}

‘For a long time the men were

T

Welfare Mol'hers, Sl'irdehl's

A
i
i

with ‘the mothers were taking.
place. Word spread ar cam-
pus and ‘within two - hours 400
‘students marched on the oounty
jail, : :
The ‘next day 48 mothers and
their supporters were jailed for
‘criminal trespass when they re-
fused to leave the county|build-
ing at closing time. That: night
‘over 1,200 people attended:a sup-
port rally for those arrested.
Tempers - were up, .and:.many
students, just . having rveturned

from Chicago, were looking for
-a -confrontation . with, the. cops.

However after ball money’ was
raised, one of the meothers, Mrs.
Shlrley Haywood, sent word, “All
we wani to do is find our chil-
dren. We'll be back tomorrow |
:and that’s when we. need you,”

MOTHERS AND STUDENTS

It was at this moment that the
alliance coalesced,-for the: crowd
decided to foHow the mothers
rather than have an ego-gratify-
ing confrontation with’' the ipolice.

Tomorrow  camme and with it,
300 students and community peo-
ple took over the county build-
ing. At exactly 5:30 p.m., build-
ing closing time, = the
moved in ‘and arrested 192 more
people. The operation was ‘smooth
and there was little violence on
either side. The arrests ' united
the community and $9,500 was
raised for bail. }

In the face of more demonstra-

tions, county officials agreed to

a special $91,000 fund to clothe

A BLACK‘
WALLACEISM

speak

- police |

Join Forces

the: children, ,

The money will help the moth-
ers, but more important, the wel-
fare mothers discovered that they
cani - control " their’ lives. Already”

 fledgling welfare - rights groups

‘are 'starting in two. other Mich- .
igan cities, and the movement is.
making strides in Detroit.

“CONTROL OUR LIVES”

The mothers know that the wel- 8
fare system will be changed. No
one from conservative to radical
has anything good to say about.
it. But, the power to change the
system ~must be possessed by
those whom it -affects. Welfare
m-ganmng is centering on spec-
ific_issues of need, but as one
mother told me, “The time will
come when we’ll be demanding’
control of the department, and’
more important; our lives.”

As for the students, the sensa-
tion of vietory is unusual and
pleasing. Much discussion is going
on as to why students, who did
net get involved over student
power- or military research on
campus, put their bodies on the
line for the mothers.

Everyone agrees that student
power can no longer be accepted
as a radical goal except as part
of a more fundamental plan to
change society. There is hopeful
talk that if there is a conflict
with the university administration
(a. most likely possibility), the.
black community will return the
support —T.F.B.

'WORKER REPORTS

IN THE SHOP

: Charles Denby black auto production
- worker and Editor News & Letters

‘Date: Sunday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m.

‘Place: News & Letters ofﬁce, 415 Brainard St. .Y
Room 209 (Comer \Cass, six blocks south- of Forest.) X
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From The Auto Shops

Fleetwood

.DETROIT, Mich. — I saw |
where the presulent of GM,
‘Reoche, said that.the price in-
crease for 1969 -cars didn’t
cover the increased cost of
putting out cars and GM
would have to -get - -money
back out of the operations of
building the car.

. Well that is what they are
trying to do right now at
Fleetwood. - They ~have - the
whole plant tied down. Get-
ting more money out of the
operations of building the
car must mean working peo-
ple to death, because that is
what' they are doing here.

We: are working: ten- hours a
day. But it is not that so- much
as ‘the speedup. It is really
terrible and guys are getting
disciplined all the time for being
unable to -keep up a job and
- going in the hole. - :

Everyone is really mad about :

it and many want to strike but
the procedures for striking are
really. something, First you have
to take a strike vote, then notify
the international, then after five
days you nolify the eompany,
then you have teo wail more
ﬁme and finally yeu ecan strike.

“‘Meanwhile you  hive to keep
wurkmg on the job which the

company has set rmpessxble :

standards on,
“You can write the gnevance

on the job'on form 78 and give
it to - the committeeman. Then |

the comntitteeman and the com-
pany sit down to settle it. The
worker has no say after he

writes up the grievance. A com

itteeman might cover 200:guys,

d " if - 120 write ‘up their. jobs,

it might :be a couple of weeks

before he can even Iook at your

J‘Ob
Meanw}:nle tho company can
WOrk you to death.

This long delay in being able |~

to have a strike, the inadequate
union representation — all mean
that the- worker has meo power
to act, to come up with his

LAW AND ORDER

of 6.1 per 100,000 population,

LABOR: AND WAGES "

labor laws.

EDUCATION AND TAXES

‘to get to -a- position where we

“in his hands, is a myth

- Wallaee: Anti-Union Raoist

Here are some facts that all workers, whxte and- black;.
should know agout George Wallace, 2 man who is- agamst
white workers as well as all ‘black people.

George Wallace’s Alabama has a murder rate that is the |
highest of any state in the nation—11.7 per 168,000 population— & |
and more than 9 per cent higher than the natronal a\?erage; i

George Wallace’s. Alabama has an aggravated assault rate’ 5|
that is the 4th highest among all the states in the mation— 3 |-
183.5 per 100,000 population—and is meore than 40 per eent‘ 2

higher than the national average .of 128.0 per 100,000, =

George Wallace’s Alabama had a per capita persoual in-
come in 1967 of $2,163. This is 3rd from the bottom among the o
states and is $996 below the natiomal average: - &

\  George Wallace’s Alabama has jobless rates that are
among the highest in the nation—4.3 per cent as compared 2
wnth the national rate of 3.5 per cent, 5

_George Wallace’s Alabama has one of the natien’s worst S
programs for workmen’s compensation benefits. Forty three
states have higher benefits than Alabama.

George Wallace’s Alabama has almost non-existent child

. George Wallace’s Alabama has no mmxmum wage law and
has a Right-to-Work anti-labor law.

own solut:ons to the prqble,ms
he finds in: the plant. We need

can. control . our. .own. .lives, in
the plant and out, :

Fleetwood Worker

nghland Pa,rk

DETROIT, ‘Mich. —-One of the
departments in our plant has
a reputation for getting rid of
foremen right and left. It’s -a
department compesed of young
‘men and women; éld men and
women, Negroes and whites.
How much more integrated
can you get than that?

Recently they got rid of one
older white foreman, who tried
to ‘push the department too
hard. Then they made a young
fellow foreman. He was going
to ‘“reform’ all the workers.
They got him: out, too. ]

Then they ftried a two-year I
college man. He was going to
“straighten the department
out.” The company said the
workers would not be allowed
to drive him out, no matter
what. But he dldn’t last very -
long eitker. In fact, there were
25 grievances filed against him
in one week. i

It doesn’t- seem to matter,.

. really, whether the foreman
_comes out of college or out of
‘the workers® ranks: There is a
division between workers and
foremen no matter whothey
are. 'The foreinen are supposéd
to do all the thinking and the

~workers are supposed to do all
the working,

When a man becomes a fore-
man he seems to think he has -
‘been transformed, -and can
‘thmk for dll. But the workers
,are_ constantly showing him -
that the capﬁahst paradnse he
thinks he is in, with all power

None of the foremen have
been able to ‘referm” the
workers, somehow. Now the -
company. is trying to find a
-foreman to put in the depart- |
ment who won’t even try to
reform them.

~ —Chrysler Worker

“"fine ears.

George Wallace’s Alabama has the highest sales tax on
food—6 per cent—in the nation.

George ‘Wallace’s Alabama ranks 49th among states i
per pupil expendltures for education and has one of the hlghest
illiteracy rates in the country. )

In short, George Wallace is against all workers, wlnte as &
well as black, !

Chrysler Mack

DETROIT, Mich.—At Chrys-
ler ‘Mack the engineers and

technicians ‘have -eliminated a -
number of workers’ jobs in arc:
welding by replacing it with '
an automated welding ‘mach-
* ine. This machme -called CO

2, used tiny wire welding in-

-stead of a rod five times. the

size. The material it welds has

‘to be touching with no open

spaces between.

. _In an auto shop it is rare to
" get material which fits like
-that.- The result is that with

this maehine one gets all sizes
of holes and mis-welds on
some of the most important
parts of the car.

- One.engineer said that some-

v one must be getting a hig kick-

back for puiting on the C.0.
machirie and . eliminating .the
are welders, They don’t give a

damn  whether the car lasts

three months or three years.
When something goes wrong

with a die they never stop to
“repair it until they have fin-

ished with all the material they

: have to run through. They ex-

plain this by saying that if
they stop to fix it then they
are paying workers to sit' while
it is being fixed, and if they
have to send them home the

_company has to pay 85% of

the wages for that day. They
don’t want to give the weorker
xnythmg, nor lose a dime.
Therefore the public pay for
junk: which advertising calls

Maek' Worker

e
Ford Rouge

DETROIT, Mich.—The com-

pany  is- continuing the craek-

-down that _has been .in . effect .
. since model changeover. They

have not yet been able to set
standards on many jobs. Yet

.they are writing workers up
- and sending some home. Work- -

ers are tired of taking. the

blanie for supervisory. and en-:

gineering mistakes,
Take the trim line. One guy

‘has a job fitting sideview mir-

rors on-the door. In addition

.he puts some screws on the

clips on the inside door panel.
It is to0 much work and he
keeps getting in the hole.

The foreman sometimes

‘would -work with him but he
-got tired of that and wrote the
- :guy up. So the guy got a day
-off after doing the best be -
‘eould. It was impossible to fin-
isk his job .given the speed of -
1. the line and the work space he

had »
In general, guys don’t have

: enough working space. They
are working right on top of

each other and can’t ﬁmsh a

-Job in time.

Ronge Assembly
Line Worker

£ 2 3
DETROIT, Mich. — Rouge
final assembly line foreman
Warabes, don’t intimidate or
bully workers. We .don’t need
any
here.

. Rouge black foremen,  just
because you are black does
not mean you can get more
work out of black workers.
Black workers will not do
more work for black foremen
than for white, We must be
treated like human beings by
everyone, white or black.

Why doesn’t the union stop
foremen from violating the
contract by working on the
line as utilitymen and repair-
men? Other workers who are
unemployed need that job.

Black Assembly
Line Worker .

On the Line | S | .

Two Hot Issues in Plant* ;

Wallace and Area Senwnty
by John Allison - :

* The last UAW convention was no different than:the
GOP or Democratic conventions. All' promise to-love ‘every-
body——as long as you wait and cause them no problems
A case in point is the issne dealing with area-wide senior-
ity; it was a hot issue at the UAW convention, but it never

Mississippi-like foremen -

got to the convention floor.
Why? Because the delegates

from Chrysler locals were prom-

ised that the contract would be

‘| reopened at Chrysler fo take care

of this problem. Now, more and
more, it is being revealed that
the Chrylser Highland Park work-
ers will have to go to other plants
of the corporation with no senior-
ity whatsoever.

Both the UAW and Chrysler
Corporation knew this hefore the
contract was signed and before
the convention was held.
RUNAWAY PLANTS .

Chrysler is building new plants
.in Ohio and Pennsylvania, and is
trying every trick in the book to
try to get workers to transfer to

| these other plants. But the work-

ers are against uprooting them-
selves and their families and run-
ning to other states. The result is
that both the corporation and the
UAW are now saying that it is
too late to do anything for these
present workers who have a very
definite vested interest in Chrys-
ler Corporation. Many of them
have given their whole lives to

 production of profits for the cor-
‘| poratien, and also given much to

swell the treasury of the UAW.

They sure .don’t feel like it’s
asking too much for a little con-
sideration for themselves and
their families.

We have anbether hot Issue in
the plant, and tais is Wallace. The
production werkers are now blam.
ing -the UAW for the way the
skilled division and the engineers
are supporting Wal’laee for presi-
dent.

These workers got most of the
money gains in the last contract
negotiated. They cried wolf when
their dués went up to support the
Ford workers on strike. Now they
are spending money, taken from
the production workers, on labor’s

| worst enemy, George Wallace.

Many workers are saying that
not only will skilled workers and
engineers go down the drain, but
all of labor will suffer if we do
not turn the tide.

MUST FIGHT WALLACE

Discrimiation in the shops has
many side effects on what is hap-
pening now. Because racism has
been allowed to continue and even

‘grow by both the UAW and the

eorporations, you have the union
vrable {o stand up to Wallaee and

-his supporters the way. it ought to_

be able to.

It’s a sad day, but the fact is
that the record of the UAW union
bureaucrats is' so lousy that #’s
hard for any workers to believe
them any more. But where the
production workers don’t have
mitch. faith in the union bureau-
crats, they know even better that
Wallace means the end of the
union completely, and they will
lose everything they ever gained.

Out of a sick nation comes the
second Hitler of our {imes. We

are eyewitnesses to a history of |

the wrong kind.

'ding. About  twe

‘Hair a Hozard |
Says U.S. Steel

Pittsburgh, Pa.—We had
an issue in the shop (US.
Steel) about a month ago.
The company has an appren-
ticeship program in which
there is only one Negro who
has stuck so far. The com-
pany is doing everything pos-
sible to hold on to him.

Seme workers In the apprentice
program like to wear beards and
mustaches. The supervisor is an
ardent boy scout leader and I
think he still feels he is running
the troops. He put out a directive

‘that all men with beards and

long hair will have to have their

hair eut.-

SHAVE AND HAIR CUT
.He systematieally took each ap-

prentice off t{o the side and told

'him to shave his beard off or cut

his hair, ete.

When you are an aPPl‘entlce'
you. are mot protected by the
union. J£. the company wams to
' distiss you they ean.

He was instrumental in gettmg
all but one of the apprentices to
cut his hair and/or shave  his
beard. This worker wouldn't go
along with it even though he had
only three or four months to go,
He said be didn’t care if they
gave him: his papers because he
was leaving anyway.

TACKLES OLDER WORKERS

The - superintendent  got so
brazen ‘he began to approach
the older workers,. . 100. He ap-
proached one in.the street "and

'told him, “I think you look better

without - that- mustache’” The
worker thought he was enly kid-
days later the
superintendent called him into his
‘office. He had a razor and shav-
ing cream and said, “I still think
yoi' Jook better thh your -mus-
tache shaved off.”

The . worker said, “I ‘am not
going to cut this nmstaehe off for
anybody.” He said, “Have you
looked kronnd the shop'!‘ Ninety-
nine pércent of the Negroes have
beards and mustaches yet you
have not- said a word to them.”
WORK IIAZARD" e i

The superintendent still insist-
ed he shave his mustache off and
said if he dido’t shave it off he
would have to wear a shield. He
said the mustache was a hazard
in his work.

The worker told the Super,
“You bave more hair on your
arms than I have on my lip, but
you don’t ge around wearing Jong
sleeves.”

Finally, the supervisor told the
worker he could keep the mus-
fache as long as it was. kept
trimmed. They haven’t said. any-

thing about the beards since.

A necessary hackground te waderstand the furmoil now
seething in East Europe
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B Editorial

S I Spread of Wallaceism Shows ;
. Depth of National Crisis

The spread of Wallace-ism in. the Northern industrial states,

and the pressure of black workers alarmed at .its growth in the |

shops, has finally forced the labor bureaucracy to reveal the “truth
B .about Wallace”: that ‘this “law and order” champion’s own state
“‘of Alabama has the highest crime rate in the entire country- (in-
.+ “e¢luding the greatest per capita number of murders and- aggravated
\ assaults); the highest illiteracy; and the lowest wages. His state
- police: have one of the most vicious union-busting records in the
| lard, :Alabama- werkers have no minimum wage .law, no child-
labor laws, and one of the hlghest rates of unemployment in the

| “country.
- “But it is not only his antl-labor record the labor bureaucrats

"jmust" expose” as one productlon worker put it, “it is his racism |
" that they have not been exposing.” That is preclsely the Achllles “

“heel of the labor movement.
Wallace has ‘been reaching out for white workers, “the little
" man”, — a la Hitler — because “divide and rule” has always been

the tactic of the demagogue. But the labor bureaucracy cannot fight |
this divisive force within its own ranks so long as it remains tied |
to the‘regular capitalist parties and refuses to see both' that racism |
% hyag hedn  Hecessary to capitalism since its birth, ‘and that the Negro 8
“hds® been' the vanguard “of every forward movement in the history |

“of this’ ‘country. It is a fact of life that without the unity of white

7 and"black labor, white “labor- cannot ‘win its_.battles against either |

anﬁgement or the labor bureaucracy. Even more, -without that - Nixon

“.upity, hot only the black masses, but white labor itself stands in
“mortal danger (see “On the Lme * p. 3).

POLICE "STATISM IN ACTION

The - specter of Wallace-ism, like the ‘spectacle of the Repub-

. Yican and Democratic conventions, are the signs of a society so
<.sick ‘that it is actually in its -death throes. What other possible
" explanation for the brutality against the black community in

Miami; and the c¢lubbing, kicking, gassing and Mace-ing of any
- whe got. in the way of Mayor. Daley’s Gestape in Chicago? It
“was not ‘in the halls; but in the streets, that the reality of both
- the Repubhcan and’ Democratlc conventlons was revealed.

foyer any demonstrator. who -would dare. sit down - in front -of his
coey S eal == andhas -a -long history of .atreeities. in Alabama to. prove

-he MEANS 'it-— Daley demonsirated how to. do it Northern-style. .

'The\outrage ‘of ‘the préss.— when they saw the face of fascism
“in the ‘cops who béat up the cameramen first, the bloodied heads
“-of both the youug demonstrators -and doctors who rushed -te their

" Uaid; the barbed wire;. hellcopters and army bayonets — may well

T be allthat prevenfed an- even more vicieus bloodbath.

A1l the-recent defense for ‘Mayor Daley s brutality cannot erase |

that page from history or from the memories of the horrified mil-

" Yions who. watched - a- pohce-state-m-actxon ‘on the streets of Chxcago

" ithat -week, Not ‘¢an it be- denied  that it was thi§ climate ‘in the

" country that encouraged the  ‘brazen: beating . of Black . Panther

v supporters by .a “piob [ of off-duty, policemen rlght in a- courtreom

2 in New York, and-the shootmg-up of their headquarters by on duty
: polleemen in Cahforma .

Daleys current rxghteousness because nobody was kllled in

Chlcago does. not fool black workers .who feel sure that -had there

been‘mere blacks in., tll Chlcago protests, many would have been

THE THREA’[‘ ANB TKE CHALLENGE S i
Yo UPhese frlghtemng spectacles, however, aré not the whole truth
“Phie truth’ is that-tHose in ‘power have.- felt thém necesssary because
“that is" the ' only: way ‘théy can' see to try to stém the tide of the
growing revolt against their system -—-°a system which has been
. "waging -a barbaric - and -seeniingly endless war in Vietnam for
- four: years; -has-been.  described by: a Presidential ‘Commissién. as

+¥two ‘nations, ‘one white "and one black, separate ‘and- unequal” :

-eannot: solve “its permanent. unemploymeht even during - wartime;

- or end the ‘poverty. of millions of its citizens, both black and white,"

‘in the -midst  of unprecedented “affluence” It is when the. “al

powerful’” cannot solve their ‘crises that they are driven instead |
_to-try to_crush the revolt -against them. The signs “Chlcago—Prague”,

e vthat greeted Mayor. Daley 5..cops said. volumes. -
“Yaw and order? —

rare- offering this year, Only . their -impotence - eould have séared
the “respectable candidates”, Nixen: ‘and- Humphreéy, S0 - wstless

that they have been reduced to apmg a sawdust little Caesar like

Wallace.

Y *% At the same tlme, ‘only the fact that the eonstantly mcreasmg
| pohce ‘brutality aguinst the demonstrators has failed to stop the
) éver:growing ‘black revolt ‘and anti-war movement, has made Wal-
| Yice" feel the need to appeal to paris of the workmg class. .

Hitler could not peddle what turned out to be nothing more
\1 than outright genocide” for six million Jews, and slavery for all
| “the *German people, without biding ' it behind come-on phrases
S “like ““National- Socialism.” Over three decades later, Wallace is
i 4rying "t6° peddle ‘his ‘naked white racism by clothmg it i the
: pretense that he-is for the “common man.”

! : ills choice of retired General Curtis LeMay as a Vice- Presrden-

tial running mate will, hopefully, bring these for whom there was
| ‘any ‘douibt to the full realization of what Wallace really stands for:
- total barbarism. To declare, as Curtis LeMay did, that “to a mili-
i ' tary man, the nuclear bomb is just another weapon in the arse-
| nal,” and one that he would not hesitate to use in any war, includ-
ing Vietnam, is sheer madness. The horror that the American
people. felt at the possibility of a nuclear holocaust did much to
cost Goldwater the election in 1964. The possibility is even more
terrifying today, when the world stands on the brink of disaster
in one spot after another around the world.

The -workers as a whole will surely regain their good class
sense-in sufficient time. Yet the alarm at the growth of Wallace-ism
is ‘well-founded. The Krupps in Germany financed Hitler and as-
sured” his victory only when they saw fascism as the only alter-

o

e

n—

“While Wallace is making a big campaign. pomt about. running | -

-Only - their bankruptey . can - explain why the raclst brew ef'a
spiced up with a féw choicé phrases here and.
there-—llas turned ‘out_to: he-the dish all' the capitalis¢ candidates.

. -native to an entirely new world that the workers of Germany were.
$ e R the threshold of wmnmg That is the threat — and the chaI— -

ing around murdering ‘other
Negroes on‘Saturday’ mght 1
wonder  if the really  thinks
people are so dumb’ that they
don’t, remember- the murders
of: the four little girls: in the
,Birmingham-; church -bambing,
or Viola Liuzzo, or Rev, Reeb,
cor the hundreds of Negroes
'whio " have” glven theug lives,
there" )

WORKERS, WALLACE

" AND THE ELECTIONS

The Dbest ‘article I ever read
was the one in your last issue
on ‘Wallace.- The union should
have done  something about -
letting. workers know what he
really stands for a long time
ago. What 1 want to know
-ahout now, after reading your .
paper, is }whvat Marxism really
is. " ‘Black Worker

Black Production Worker . Clevelaud

L, % *
Detroit It is very clear that the 1968
“Presidential Sweepstake is rig.
: ged Y0u JPst can’t win no
" matter how you play it.iSome-
one’or somethmg it seems has
" stacked the ‘tickets. in 'their
favor. The'list of’ ‘prizes: range
“from Humphrey . Wallace -
Nixon to Nixon - Humphrey -
Wallace or Wallace - Hum-
phrey - ‘Nixon. Great pnzes
huh? )

The only way to really win
"is:not to even try. That is to

% * *

. The , 1968 - presidential . elec- .
tion offers nobody a: cheice — - .
nobody _except the racists on .
their . “law and order” kick..
Wallace offers .the horror of
“fascism, and Humphrey  and
. can’t «do  anything
against him because they rep-
resent the system that is fall-
ing apart at the seams. As one
guy said to me at work: ‘“Yea;
-1 think we’ll- be in the streets
instead of the polls. That’s the

only way we 11 get anything 1 believe that the only way

we want ” i
o for the people to. win is fo boy--

) HOSP ital Worker . -cott the " polls . and: elggt no -
I New York  president for the next four.

The PAC - was comlnd .
~around trying to -sell tickets in ..
our shop for “political action”, -
=~-hefore they had even.come. .
out - tg--endorse.-anybody. - The .:
.workers  refused. to- buy- any- ... S e T e
thing. - All the black - workers. . Pyt el we
were asking -the :bureaucrats
who the tickets-were for, Wal :
lace? -

-Everybody. thmks that Reu- -
'ther ¢alled off the’ ongmal con-
..vention that . was, stipposed. to
‘endorse. a~ idate ~hecause
' the Wallace-
“ites in the plants, and afraid te
‘endorse’ Hixmphrey. It isn’t so
much that the workers wanted
‘Reuther to launch a big- pro--
-Humphrey * ¢ampaign.: They ~ VX
-jist “wanted: hinr ‘to: launch-a
-streng. anti-Wallace: ﬁght l\éow - 5
they have finally got:around to™ "
.doing’something, -but it seems - 3 Wallac’e but Negroes: *!mow
like- too little and too-late to - .fhey gan’t. It takes one who
amost of us. The black-workers -
in our shop are very worried.

. Productmn ‘Worker
l)ctrort‘ R

so” have shown- themselves to-
“be -of no- value at all. 'Bhns ‘is
-your-last: chanee to0- vote your
way, so- don’t: o

, S Black Mi!itant
l)etrolt

who works for'a lwmg dna
factory and has’ to ‘face- that
hne eve

eWallace

Blac Workmg
tmlt

FRERE T S

kNegro
. certamly put. -
2 h -said Whttes
think they - ¢an, aff rd. 1o

“enée- of Hitler #o fully appre-
clate what -he: was saying. -

* % *® X
Wallace dsn’t - foolmg -any- EEEES R S
body He’ stands for white rac-
‘igm, -and -white raeists”are the -
‘enly ‘ones -he: is: attracting. His
"‘popularlty” _just. proves how_ .
rlght that.-Presidential.-Com- . -
‘mission .was -when " it. called
ours :a white Facist soclety to

presulent of ‘the U.S. is an in-

tical gams that " h
made “in"our unions :
“many - years" of sacr' ¢

»the core' ————— o struggle.
‘ . Technician shoulder to “shoulder a {=
Piwsburgh_; it llke"it ’is" Wallaces s

* % *

Alabama has - the hlg,hest
murder rate in-the whole
country—but the -black work-
ers.in our shop are betting
that the murder- rate is. really
even higher, Alabama doesn’t
even count a lot of-the Negroes
who are murdered by whites.

Wallace is trying to pretend
that the crime rate is: so high
.there because Negroes are go-
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some Amermans

about . respect for law “and-
order is the same Wallace
who a few years ago as Gov-
ernor of ‘Alabama stood 'in.

schoolhouse door o defy an
executive order of law. from
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Roa nders’

.- .S, and prevent a black child

. on hate;
. Millions dled : P

from .entering a previously -all

" white publxc high school.

This is the same Wallace

. that has. promised. to destrey -

the Bill of Rights which is part:
of our constitution. Remeniber
Hitler: rose “to power playmg
fear and ‘racism.-:

’-—Ford Rouge Worker §

-help ¢ in: their . grape -boycétt. -

say the Best Vote is No Vote. . :

GRAPE BOYCOTT
.. HELP NEEDED
. The farm: workers whe are:l |

fighting for a decent wage and |- ;
;.working conditions need yeur- 1

If . you twould like - to  volun-:
-teer -some: fime to. the €am:
paign, - or help picket on Fri-
days and Saturdays, write. to:
United Farm Workers
Organizing Committee
2500 Howard Street
Detroit, Mich. 48216
- or call 825-4811

years. Because the: last 34 or..

1 can’t believe tha : aﬂl’ man M
.Edltor’s Note.- We are- homg

~-to ‘have sueh a pamphletb{v

day would really )

o 'Ther mornmg 4
inan * .-sian_invasion: of. Czechoslova-
« Kiay: Columb;a SDS-and others
How . smart just: - bemg a
in our-age. makes-you; .~ dents, for the most. part, but
‘ . also’ some: - oldér.-people (eg e
<D hed in @

0. through, .the experien of

» the irtual - absence of  the.
" Right-and the: clear anti-capi-
- talist ~nature - of the -protest .

has._ gene..through the . experi- .

Old Poliﬁeo .
Cﬁcago,

The’ Wallace candldacy for B

“sult and’a direct threat to all
the - sacial, - economic «andlpoh- .
3 tbeen.

“We' rhustr*.join* -tiews of the: ifivasion of Czech

. Lo0s loevakiag Czéchoslovakia
~- sense: that- Prague is Kast.:
. ‘Athens-is West; ~and- |
v, CRN chiange - the - sxtuatwn; ml;
.. even’a great “popular’’ iowe~ -

Wallace, a man who talks ;
1countrfes

the _attbrney- 'general of ‘the.

833-1989. Subscription; $1 for 12 copies; smgle :

f Charles Denby .. ... e Editor |

- "Even those ‘who peddled; the . . ;. -

CZECHOSLOVAKIA - . g
‘What- a- -magnificent ‘repart e

from Gzechoslovakia -in- your -

- -Aug.-Sept. +issue! 1 hope” you

~can-come out with-a* pamphlet -
~on the . struggle - thére: whieh:« -
- will-inelude that, and: anything: = -
< elge “you-ean write from your -
»Mamst~Humamst standpomt

organized 4. demonstratmn.
Several hundred of “us, stu-

Spoek) mare
1o

© The mpnesswe‘ thmg was

against:..the.. Warsaw: “Pact,"
which™just . about: everybody

“viewed as part: of -the interiia- -
-tional unpemahst club, or" pot-

callmg-the kettle blaek bng_
ade. ...

Rutgers Student '
New Jer Y SR

The radlo has Just broum

seems to equal Greece, ifi the: ;-

ment - as thére” was 'in’ both -
‘Net, unless there:-. -
comes international’ help frome:
the workers of all other eotisi~-
tries, and in particular’ of ﬁe
commumst ones, :

“The Ttalian Communist’ P-a&

~ ty’s-first declaration after the;:

invasion was clearly critieal,:;
even if it still spoke of “‘friend--
ship” towards .the . Russian:
comrades. This is the first
time, not that the Italian Com-

- - munist ‘Party is eritical to-

wards US.S.R. but that i
takes its position 1mmedlately,
“the day after,” without wait-

" ing to see how things will fi--

msh before speaking. .
. 'l‘eaeher»
Genoa, Faly-. .
t ®

Russxa is from now onwards

k on the defensive against the
. forces of: freedom, She hay

less friends than ever before., |
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_thioughout the i

. the . Catholit: . Church; - which

L WasY, showing a- trend toward
.the liberalization of its dogma,

. now-swings back to its tradi- -
~tional stance, 8.8, :the ‘hard |

,.line_on -birth ‘control.’ -French

represmve actmn whech’ Baw |
. Commumsts teammg up: with

" the Gaullist right wing against
- the popular student:worker re-

".volt is another example

Amenean Democracy iy

lies  about Hungary are now

singing a very different {une.
I note, however, that Gus Hall

- ‘provided Russia with a great

deal of comfort. What" a clown
he must be. i

The British Communist Par-
ty describes the- action as a
“tragic error.” The leaders of

- the ‘Labour: Party - who - spoke

at the protest demonstration
are hypocrites . . .

There is the fact, of course,
that the situation s seen by
all the leaders as one that con-
cerns. the Communist Parties
only. Unfortunately for all of
them, the people of Czechoslo-
vakia . refuse to .be . ignored.
They are showing great: cour-
age. Regardless of what kind
of conditions: the Kremlin . may
try . to impose, . the people : of

- that Jittle country will do much
to “determine the future of

Europe. If the  British Com-

) mumsts imagine that the old
* relations can be re:established

they are living in a fool’s para-
dise.

The way in- whlch the people

- expressed themselves in this’
.. situation is magnificent. It will
- never-be forgotten. They have |
= . performed..a- great- serv1ce 10 .
S the people of the werld. L
- llarry McShanew

. Glasgow
PEERE A b “457‘ *
"The  Russian

i - Czecheslovakia must be view-
-, .ed as’an: integral part of the
world-wnde reactionism ‘on. the .

part of the rullng classes in

response to the: rlsmg trde of

«rewolutmaw

-In-the U.S. there:is. a- grow-

e mg :political reactionism to the
<, growing... Leftis
. the - “popular”’,
| Wallace,
* “Nixon . and Agnew i
. spectacle of -the Democrahc,

movement:
;support for

.tbe - nomination. of

Natlonal Conventlon

Wlth .racism. thsplayed at‘
g every turn, right up to the re- g
: 1 th‘ 40

Seen in this context,“lthe
Russian

world reactionism. It strength-
ens the position. of the ruling
class here as well as. in Rus-
sia. without damaging. the

“peaceful co-existence’’ pact of '

the two powers.. . e
... New_Readers
y California
. 2% %
THE. “NEW- LEFT”
“The brutality of the cops in
Chicago was horrible. But what
worries' me more_ is that -all
the “New  Left” seems con.
cerned "about any more is the
tactics of how to fight them.

‘Who is talking about the phil-

osophy of the Movement, or

where it wants to go? -

B Youth
Chicago

* *
1 don’t go for the “lesser of
two evils” philosophy, either—
but it shows a self-imposed

.. blindness -and ‘deafness on the
- :part: of . the, sp-called {‘New

L

.. thesé . so-called”
" ies’learn:to:stop: for: just-one

minute to -listen: to. what..the
" black. . workers- ¢

invasion of o

and .the

- this- -aceurate reportmg

inivasion _acts - as. a
* ‘symbolic tokex “of vietory. for

TS

countries.

‘mental and manual labor.

orgamzatlon.

"WHAT IS NEWS & LETTERS" A~umque comblnatlon
of workers.and intellectuals.

PAPER—This is the only paper anywhere edited by a black
- worker,”Charles: Dénby, who works in an: auto plant. The only
! paper - written for-and" by workmg people ‘youth . and black
people ﬂghtmg for freedom

The only paper that features ‘a regular column “Two
Worlds” by Raya DunayevskaYa, ‘chairman of “the National
,Edrtorlal ‘Board, and author of Marxism-and Freedom.
ORGANIZATION—We are an organization of Marxist Human-
ists—blacks and whites who are seeking to change our condi-
tions of life in the shops, the schools, the society as a whole.
“} To "dothis 'we feel that all- of ws—workers in the factories,
I studeénts in ‘the upwersmes and high scheols—must come to-
" ,gether and talk ahout how we can end’speed up and -racism
1in the plants m1§educatlon in the. schdol; how we can build
different human’ relations, by abohshmg the dlvxsmn between

‘We' mvxte you. to wrrte for the paper ‘and to Jom our

the U.S.A. and in  other

i

Left” to exert all the attacks

on Humphrey, and let not only.
Nixon, but even Wallace, get

off w1th hardly a whlmper‘
_'Black people ‘have - been car-

. rying on the ‘anti-Wallace pro-
tests so far almost alone,

‘Instead of  just screaming
louder and louder, when will

are: -saying?

AR N |

march at’ Grand Park on—Sept

29, which was big, orderly and - tg me when 1 was “selling

: Black' Mass Revolt ‘at'a Ford

ordmary Observei's said’it was
the' larges Ch‘icago ever: had
~The" ‘polit estlmat. :
“march of 8,000 Wa
rrdrculous—there ’

20000 and possibly éven 45,000

: The tenor was mostly anti--
- ‘'war’and some anti-Daley and -
speaker at
peaner., at Ghrysler ‘gate who had-‘ence
g~ bought +American -Civilization"
o Trial-from me, told me:that
< rif-we could put toge'ther what
<-We: were: saying-in- both: these
~pamphlets we could really: sell

. them: — td- white - and black
workers -alike. -~

Wallace The 'lead

~the rally litmp

phrey Wallace
l g T

et*;

MEXICAN PGVERTY
* The rebellions in U.S. cities

-are reported .in. Mexican . pa-
pers without editorial comment -

~and” without any emphasis on -
However, in -
the :

pohce brutality.
speclal feature articles

deg‘radmg 'reahty
"There is 'no real ‘comfort i ]

this . is ‘another-- Way:of

. ‘eritical of "US.- pohcy and

avoldmg the question of’ pov-.
‘erty m the midst of the’ Mexi-

can contmuous revolutlon'
since 1910 e

‘ Student

‘ M‘exrco .

'ED. NOTE: See “Qur Life and
Times,” P. 8. ,
L
BLACK AND WHITE

Black workers in the Rouge

plant complain of dlscrlmma- ‘

tion against them: . B

My husband works on the
assembly -line at the Rouge
Plant and he is white. He also

would like to get an inspect-. ..

or's job or amy “easier’ job
after seven years on the line.
He also sees black men hired
off the street getting mSpector
jobs and better - jobs in gen-
eral than he has. Se you see
the problem really isn’t “black
or white,” it’s that there is

- no promotlon or up grading of

individuals,
There should be a system

. Wherehy a-man:sterts on. @, . .,

“revolutionar-.

Disgusted™"" -~
Detroit:

We “went to the anmversary'

““national, .
kamversxty of. Hawaii
. ,1964 do .1968 left for Tokyo

'}basxs of _books he _re:

hard or low paying job and
is able to work himself up to a

- better paying or easier !job

as his seniority mcreases
A couple of years ago-he

.-was accepted for a job in the
steel mill -which would mean.
more; . money. . However, his-
foreman would “not release”

him_from his job. He did not
ursue the issue “for fear of
taliation, 1, .agree w1th you
that- the umon is_ not -very
effectlve ’

A’ white .worker came aver

" too. “'i‘h e are plenty of whlte
workers m revolt too,” he
: sald ;

Then a black worker at a“

- -Ethel Dunbar
; Detront
‘ . ST B

’ "AN APPEAL

Chen Yu hs1 a Talwanese
who . attended . the

from

people he: assoc:ated‘
the University, and artlcles he

- allegedly wrote ‘while in- -Japan.

He -was- sentenced fto ' seven
years in-prison, and is appea]
mg for a- re-trial.

“We would like to ard Chen
by giving his cdse the widest
pubhelty and hope - you -will
help -in this, We would also
like to-have ds many personal
letters as possible sent to ithe
Foreign M1mstry of the Re-
pubhc of China, in Taipei, ‘ex-

- pressing: concern over his fate

Fmally, we are trymg to
raise $2500 to pay for his:
lawyer at the re-trial. Contri-

butions -may be sent to Chen

Yu-hsi Defense Fund, c¢/o
Student-Faculty Union, Box
12B40 Campus Mail, Univers-
ity of Hawaii, Honolulu, Ha.

‘ wan, 96822,

Student-Faculty . Umon
_ University of Hawaii -

. Worker S Wlfe«
. DQtroit :

TWO WORLDS

Editor’s Note: Raya Dunayevskaya has tirned over her -column
this issue to Ivan Svitak, Marxist Humanist lecturer at Charles
University in Prague, long one of the most active critics of

" totalitarian concepts of Commumsm Born in 1925, Svitak spent
' ‘Kis youth on a-forced labor squad in an- iron foundry during the

Nazi occupation-in World War II.. He -was ‘a contributor to-the

: international symposium on Socialist Humanism and wrete the
- -following during the “democratzzatzon pemod” before the Russign

invasion of Czechoslovakza

- THE CURRENT CRISIS

By IVAN SVlTAK

The three-months intermezzo between totalitarian dlctatorshlp
and socialist democracy ended with the adoptwn of the demgoc at 7a-
tion programme’ by the communist party. Only now, could the second
stage of the democratization process start a stage that is much
more significant than the first one, -a stage that will decide the
character of the future political relations.. The second stage will

‘, dec151ve1y be influenced by the central : pohtlcal questlon

This questron——formulated in dlfferent ways—ls. Do six 'mllllon

_ non-party members, .citizens of this country, have, the same polrtlg:al
,rlghts as. members, of the commiunist party-—or. should they ‘be
| given only a greater amount of freedom, . not endangering the
,perlleges of the party members? Are we! going to have democratlc,

free and secret elections or ‘are we going to play the old game with
niew people? Are we: going to live in a soverelgn European. state
with a polycentric political system or in a non-sovereign state
formation, whose leading representatlves fear most of all tank-
divisions of their own allies? o

PRAGUE  SPRING

What happened in the first democra‘nzatlon stage that has been
concluded in March? There were two. types of changes: seemingly
significant personnél changes, ~which " are, however, structurally
insignificant, and much- more 1mportant structural changes carried
out sometimes by people of the old political- -configuration. The first
type of changes. evoked mass excitement as they were accompanied

by a well canallzed demagogy--against the-'scapegoats that are to -

pay for “the sins.

all an- unwanted pohtlcal turn.
“The personnel strizcturally mmgm

exchange of “the “First ‘Secretary of the Communist p ty,
President, the Goveinment, the Chan'man of the Natmnal Assemt

the Presrdmm and Secretarxat of thé Communist Party and . seme =
_rebresentatives of mass orgamzatlons The . totalitarian dlctatorshlp
.carried out an exchange of persons, pubhcly proclalmed its crlsls ’
“and ‘the "desire for.a new form of political life.. . = .. ..

At the same:; tnme it left untouched..all -its mechamsms and e

.mandate: as. deputy -nor. -of ;his: place as a. member ‘of ‘the+central

servatives ‘made a temporary compromise - which. -must ‘sgon - fall

idyd not rid one single. representatlve of - ‘the.old course~of his

~committee of the’ commumst party. ‘The progresswes and the con-"'

.| apart; beeause -it ‘is-impossible to continue inthe demagogrc -search

.of the offenders in-the person of the prosecutor Urvalek and such
},hke who - are lmked by ‘absurd “bonds - with;. their own -vietims.

7

The -second type ‘of ‘changeés brought about  am = -
unusual,- unique; ‘precisely - carried out: and rmprowsed but after o

’ant changes Wéré s’ far_'jf o
carrled out in the supremeoffices and represented the: ersonnel

The - personnel exchange ‘of .commubists in- leading posmons* is

fmnhed Non-party members-- could .not ‘have: their say in-sthis
matter, althouoh the government also Wants Ao be . their: ;,govern-
ment, If you want -to‘hear our ‘voice, then extend the government

munist party and perhaps -even better ones
'-’.¢ t kD

BESIDES personnel ‘changes .there were also ey Humber of ..
fundamental structural changes, whlclr -are-mueh . more sngnmcant

guarantees of democracy than the new persons:

‘1. an'actual; although not legal freedom. of. press and a, hmlted; Ee

apphcatxon of --other freedoms,
assembly

mainly the freedom of

by the- representatives of six million. adults—non-party. ‘mémhers.
‘We have just as good candidates as these nominated by thc com-‘ R

2. a spontaneous wave-of’ pohtlcal demands, dommant among’:f

which -is" the ‘demand -for rehabxhtatron of pohtxcal vrctnns

3 the coming into exrstenee ‘of ‘the flrst associations, dlscussmnn

: clubs ‘or ‘bodies of existing- mstrtutlons ‘where “ipso® facto an :

alternative of the- ex:stmg policy s bemg created, -

‘The. value of these structural ‘changes is exceedingly’ hlgh’

but it must ‘be expected that pressure will.be directed against =

them in: the sense of. their gradual limitation and regulation: We
must, ‘therefore, -develop - our: .civil - rights, energetlcally ;and . con-

scientiously, without demagogy against the, communists,. but .unyield- .
‘ingly, quickly, in the masses of the non-party members, hic et nune,

here and now.

Besides these two types of changes one should also note those .

changes that did not take place. Besides people, nothing has.so
far been changéd in the mechanism of totalitarian dictatorship .and
its heritage. Tritelligent and able poht1c1ans at. the head. of a
monopoly . apparatus of power are much .more - dangerous .than
simple dads, who are not even able to choose for this coup. d’etat
able generals. -

The - political ~ stricture did not change The Natlonal Front
is being artificially revived only for the old game to contmue Jn
it. 'If anybody today represents the nation then, it is not the
old political partiés, which represent only mstltutlonahzed colla-
boration. The ideas of the National Front expressing wider, above-
party interest is not foreign to us, but we must openly admit that

-in their present form the non-communist parties and organizations

represent all kmds of things,

_ideas er
democracy.

only “not the nation,
% * : '0 ’ N

THE MODEL of democratie competltion for power is. not 1deal

but it is the best that exists today. In the history of political theory

| and in the constitutions. of states, theoretically better mechanisms
of the execution of power have been proposed many times. They

were either not put into practice, or - they collapsed ‘into weorse

systems endangermg human freedom much more than the 1mpe1=-

- (ContinWed ‘on<Page )
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I attended -a recent meet-
ing of high school SDS whose
purpose was to discuss the

Communist Manifesto. I was,

optimistic about the effect
going back to ongmal Marx-
ist sources would have on

‘the - consciousness of those

involved in the discussion. 1

‘should have known better.

The “discussion”  furned out
to be little more than. endless
quotations by the
leader; ‘- interspersed with fre-
quent demands. for the “au-
to paraphrase
Marx and. Engels were saying
at key points. It was unfortunate
that this' dominated the discus-

sien, bat it was nothing com-’
pared to some of the statements .

made by the “r-r-revolutionary”
discussion "leader.

At one peint he stopped dis-

‘cussing the Menifesto and turn-

ed to the subject of the East
European situation particularly
about. how Czechoslovak Com-
munism is being endangered by
the “bourgeois opposition.” “The
Communist Party in <€Czech-
oslovakm has lost  control " of
409, of its press. Now what kind
of Communist Party is it if it-
can’t even. control its own mem-

bers?”

CONTROL OF PRODUCTION
"1 think' my mouth was hang-

" ing open- after hearing such a

statement. I pointed out that the

“bourgeois opposition” that he|

was referring to was in fact the
struggle of workers and students

_agamst oppression, ‘and that, as
- in Hungary, the liberal wing of
the Communist Party was trying

to’' make ' the reforms necessary

. to prevent- a popular revolutmn

against - Commumsm
I brought up the most im-

- portant issue of workers’ eontrol
- of production and the free
seciety based upon it as the enly |
= real -measure of socialism.

My comments were met by 15
blank ~ $tares. ‘The . discussion
leader, - seeing - his
authonty unchallenged did little

~ more than grin and change the

subjeet.
Of eourse, now that Mao has

taken p-a posztxon of eondemn- -

ing Russia’s invasion, ia ‘terms,

-~ of course, of Chmzs struggle
- with Russia for Communist lead-

ership, wurging them, through
Chou En-lai’s speech, to “wage
a revolutionary struggle” against
the Russians, these Maoists are
going to have problems.

CHAIRMAN MAO

So we continued “discussing
the Communist Manifesto.”” The
discussion leader mentioned how
“Russia’s economic policies may
even seem bourgeois.,” This un-

consciously funny statement was |
answered by one of the discus-|
_ sion "“leader’s close " associates,

who glibly replied, “But, as
Chairman Mao says, one revolu-
tion isn’t enough; many revolu-
tions are needed to establish
socialism in a country.”

I interjected that a revolution |:

means a fundamental change in

society, so how can something

that must be repeated many

times in the same country be

ealled a revolution?

i IGNORE WORKERS
Later on the discussion, leader |3

raised such gquestions as, “Who
is the American proletariat?”

: and “What’s: the . revolutionary

discussion

what :

theoretical | |

and 'l' Innkmg

By Bernard Wendell

class in America?”’ in a very
serious tone. Either he was play-
ing games or he hadn’t learned
his Maoist slogans except in
matters of foreign policy.
But most of the “audience”
(which ‘was about evenly di-
vided between members: and
non-members) henestly admitted
their lack of knowledge about

its revelutionary potential. I
began to discuss the matter with

before we had gone very far.
In general,
an opportunity to bring up werk-
; ers’ control of production I was
ignored. The whole thing 1led
me to some pretty devastating
, conclusions about
 Maoist mentality.
I think Marx- ence called the
anarchist of his day a “heurgeois
turned inside out.” The anareh-
ists, of eourse, have changed a
. lot, but this phrase seems per-
fectly descriptive of the type of
pseudo-revelutionary - I am  dis-
cussing. These yonng Maoists
have emancipated’ themselves
‘from the -American  mythology
_only to fall prey to the Chinese
, mythelogy. They ¢an muster a
mountain eof faets te dispreve
Ameriea’s  alleged demecraey,

f

-but they ignore alt the faets that

shew just how alien te Marxism
the Communist regimes are.

middle class fellows (they are
middle eclass youth by their own
admission — I am not making
an “accusation”), the concrete-
ness of weorker’s control bas no

meaning for them; it is totally’

replaced by political ~absfrac-
tions.

Their slavish kow-towing to
Mao . demonstrates the irresist-
able attraction which any  state
i power which will use their pre-
! ferred slogans exerts upon in-
. dividuals of the -middle class.
To sum up: Thinking themselves
least bourgeois, these Maoists
are in reality most bourgeoxs

!
| NGL Youth ‘Pa’mphletr
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the American working class and . 2 S
it and théir consciences have

them but the meeting dissolved |

whenever 1 ‘had

the young.

And, like their “non.liberated”

H:gh School
and Radicals

Malverne, N.Y.—Malverne
School District, the scene of
one of the first major open
community splits concerning
the bussing of black students
to attain a reasonable degree

of integration on the elemen-

tary school level, is once
again calm after a period of
over seven years of furmoil.

_The feelings -of bigotry and
prejudice have once - again TYe-
turned to the hidden recesses of
each individual’s consciousness.
So the great liberals have done

been appeased! Now back to the
crabgrass for them.
REAL CHALLENGE

But -here is where the real
challenge begins. Hopefully,
these elementary school level
students will learn for them-

selves fo judge individuals as:
such, and rot beeome puppets.

of their elders’ prejudices.

For them, 1 can only hope,
but these who have already
awakened to the realities of this
society must be-shown the alter-
-natives. Having ebserved the
gituation at Malverne High
Schoel; 1 must ask if the blacks
truly wamt 2 change as we deo,
or just to make it on whitey’s
terms? -

The atmosphere at Malverne
High ‘Scheol is not one which
is eonducive to political radical-
ism or even fo conservatism. It
is one of apathy. The whiies are
all middle class and comfortable.
‘Most of the blacks are middle

class, due to their parents’ hard |

and long hours of work teo keep

up with whitey.. But the black|

students . are restless, and they

‘are “demanding - respect and

equality (with some voicing de-
mands of - superiority) so they
can enjoy their cars, records,
and 9 to 5 hours later oem in
life.

NEED MORE CONTACTS

The reports in News & Let-
ters. about high schools in Los
Angeles- and Detroit are en-
couraging. But based on my ex-
perience at Malverne High
Scheol they are not as represent-
ative of high schools as- we
would like.

We do not have a broad
enough spectrum to consider it
representative and should not
fool ourselves into thinking that
all high .sehool students ‘are
similar,  without finding = high
school contacts in. other areas
and comparing situatiens. Then

ft we. might try and form some
§! coneclusion.

However. those students al-
ready gsseciated with News &
Letters are the first contacts
with the vast body of students
who realize that this ain’t the
way it should be. k

—High School Student

New York

-
:

%g vs. Counter Revolution
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THE MISSING LINK

A Report to The Convention of News & Letters
Commiittees by The National Chairman

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

A. Three Decades of Intellectual Sloth: Masses as Creuimw

In the pamphlet “The
‘Free Speech” Movemert and |
the Negro Revolution,” Ap-
pendix I*- Joel lesleur
when descnbmg the rape of
UC Berkeley by the pohce.
states: :

- *“This was no prisen not, yet, .
from the police response, you
would have thought they' were
handhng convicts, not students.

. (my emphasm)
ThlS of course; ‘is the issue—-

conflict. Our society is a prison—
a prison of victims who through
their lack of social-political con-
sciousness, their abdication of
citizen responsxbxhty ‘and (their
passive acceptance of the .peni-
tentiary boundaries imposed
through ‘“‘Law and Order—Main-

sion of Democratic Representa—
tion,” mnever meet ' the ~ prison
guard but under the most ¢ordial,
most disguised of conditions.
COLLEGE PETITIONS

"Only in the ghettos of depressed
America—only at that point where
alienation, oppression, and the

verge to force rebelion  (in a
myriad of subjective mamfesta
tions: drug usage, criminal activi:
ties of a wide variety, msamty,
ete.), does the reality of this im-
}pnsoned society ' bear thness 40
| itself~in dafly exerecises of ‘‘con-
¢trol 2" Just recently have these

* forees objectively come o the!

fore in the scholarly battlefields
of social-political awareness: the
college. campus!

the essence. to the whole'of our |

tammg the Status ‘Quo—the Iltu-|

forces of civilized repressxon “con- |

The Studenl' As Convnct

1t then becomes realizable (in
- concrete — non - abstract terms)
that students are convicts. Vie-
tims cenvicted before birth by the
institutions of -socialization; viola-
tors. of laws which not only are

‘the ~antithesis to humanity, but

which are non-related to daily in-
terests of most students, but come
as oppressive tools in the form of
establishment channeling. Sen-
tenced fo adjust, perform, com-
pete, behave, succeed, when at
last they rebel against this unjust
imprisonment (Berkely-Columbia- ~
‘Sorbonne), they become that
which they have always been:
convicts in revolt and treated as
such. Thus, they begin fo seek to
identify  with the revolutions of
other convicted, imprisoned peo-
ples — not only in America, but
with those enchained by capital-

‘ism throughout the world

CONVICTS ALL .
It is then that tfie vague and

| seemingly infangible nature of the

student’s subjective “oppression” .
—that which maintaing the bar-
rier ‘betweeh the raw, objective
nature of the oppression of Watts-
Detroit-Washington; - the Nazism
of Chicago; the genocide of Viet-
nam = becomes -objectified. Ab-
stract alienation gains a real, a’
tangible form. The oppression is
seen as identical; the oppressed
Convicts-all! ’

,—-’Mich’-ael Maguirei

*A News & Letters Pamphlet
‘Mario Savio—R.. Dunayevskaya—
Eugene Walker.

Columbia U., ‘NY._—AnIn-
ternational Assembly of Rey-
olutionary Students was held
here from Sept. 18-23 against
a background of militant
student action at Columbia
and throughout the world.

This was the first such eon-
ference ever held in’ the U.S. and
marks the beginning of a new
stage of international  thinking
and activity for U.S, students. The
Assembly, called by SPS and. the
Columbia. Strike .Committée, in-
cluded New Left activisty from
France, Germany, IHaly, Sweden,
Norway England, Canada, Mex-
ico and the U.S. It grew out of
a growing awareness on the part
of American students that they
are part of a world-wide move-

sire -to exchange expenences
THE FIRST NIGHT

The finest- - moment of the
| Assembly was the first  night,
where “ thought and aectiom were
combined. That day, the delegates
and Columbia strikers had been
involved in a mass si{-in aimed
at forcing the administration to
register 29 students suspended
for pohtlcal activity at Columbia
last spring. The university re-

2 | taliated by banning SDS from the

: B. From Culture to Philosophy to Revolution, or Hegel’s
Phenomenology und Mao’s Cultural Revolution
C. Our Tasks: Black Mass Revolt and Labor vs. Racism; Stu-
dent Rebellion vs. “Culture”; Philosophy vs. Party

From: News & Letters
415 Brainard St.

Detroit, Mich. 48201

campus and refusing to allow the
Assembly to meet in the audi-
torium as planned,

Nearly 1,000 people showed up
at 8 p.m. to find the doors locked
against them. With perfect order
and disciplined unity, they
marched over to another. elass-
room building, sat down, and be-
gan their discussion. Over 600
people were packed into a room
with space for 360, and they sat
for three hours listening te re-
ports on the student and worker
movements in France, Germany,
and Italy,

ment of youth revelt and a de-
| issues,

lntematmnal Assembiy
Confronts Columbia U.

So serious was the d:scuss»
“ion, that no oue even mentiched
the “illegality” of the meeting.
Then, when the meeting was
adJourued they marched through
the'streets gathering a eouple of
hundred more -students on the
way, and massed in front of the
Columbia president’s mansion to
protest the banning of SDS and:
l()llolv.u'nbm s at’caek on free assem-
Y.

"AFTER FIRST NlGllT

Unfortunately, despite the high
level of youth struggle around
the world, the meetings during
the ‘next five days were disap-
pointing. In contrast to the seri-
ousness and diseipline of the first
night, the Assembly degenerated
into a kmd of chaes - where, in-
stead of a dialogue om eoncrete
people shouted strident.
and absiract speeches or called
for action on this er that immedi-

ate issue,

, Nonetheless, some serious dis-
cussion did take place among in- .
dividaals around the Assembly,
and this first contact with mem.
bers -of foreign movements will
probably bear fruit.

Meanwhile, at Columbia itself;
SDS’s ‘rallies and sit-ins " proved
that the movement -there is still
very much ‘alive, and the new
administration’s arbitrary decis-

.ion to ban the organization gave

the lie to all its hollow words and
gestures * about  “dialogue™ and
‘“reconciliation.”

Moreover, although the school
year has not even begun on most
campuses at this = writing, the
mass sit-ins at S. Illinois State

and elsewhere show that the Col-

umbia struggle was just a begin-

ning. As the French say, “Con-
tinuons le combat.”

Herfz

Columbia U,

Subseribe to and ;wri’te for News & Letters-—- \
‘end the division of mental and manual loborf |
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Discussion Article

Race, Class Are Tssues: Tn NY Scho

NEW YORK, N.Y. — The

" world’s largest school system‘_

has been shut down since

Sept. 8 in a dispute mvoIvmg

the teacher’s union (UFT),
the city school board, and
the newly = created  local

school board of the predom-

inantly black Ocean Hill-
Brownsville commumty in
Brooklyn.

Ostensibly the_ fight is over the:

fate of 10 teachers who were
transferred out of the district last
spring by -the local -board, The
UFT says that the right of these
teachers to stay is a. matter of
principle. In .fact, this issue is
only a cover for a deeper struggle
over who will control the schools:
a struggle mvolvmg 1ssues over
race and class. .

TRANSFORM INTO OPPOSITE

_The UFT, forged in the mass
teachers’ strikes of three years
ago, once stood for freedom and
progress against the reactionary,
entrenched school bureaucracy.
Today, its leadership is allied
with that bureaucracy and locked
in a struggle against the de-
sires of the community for de-
centralized schools.

The black community, having
fought for years to desegregate
the schools and having been un-
able to win quality . integrated
education -from the city, is new
demanding -local control through

- decentralized local scheol beards.

SCHOOL BUREAUCACY |

- When the UFT won its rights
five years: ago, it saw s main
enemy in Livingston St., the seat
of the school bureaucracy ‘This
bureaucraty was ‘sé despotic and
self-serving  that it literally
weighéd  the teacher down- with
paperwork, kept her wages low,
and . transferred her arbitrarily

to distan_t,andv, unﬁam»iljar, schools

Tt-also kept ‘a stranglehold - on:
the children, imposing an' out-

moded curriculuth " little suited to

the needs of ghetto dwellers, regi.

menting their lives, and supply-
ing liftle in the:way of educatlon

Poor parents saw their chil-
dren’s minds being destmyed in
the schools; middle-class parents

(including: many ° teachers) de- |

prived themselves - in -order 'to |«

educate their kids privately. The’

situation’ was untenable for' both
parents and teachers. An alliance
between the UFT and the poor
minority - group parents seemed
natural. Yet it dxd not take place
Why?

UFT- LEADERSHIP

Unfortunately, the UFT leader-
ship rather than fighting for bet-

ter schools for all, fought to main-|
tain the privileges of entrenclzﬁd
e.

principals and supervisors:
aristocracy of the teaching pro-
fession.

At the same time, they raised
the specter of control by um-
trained, = unprofessional - “out:
sxders,” and the demagogic and
racist issue of ‘“the disruptive
child,” using union funds to fight
decentralization in the legislature.

Quite naturally, the community
began to see the union as another
white privileged group, and the
community hostility increased the
fears of the teacher rank.and-file,
whe now felt threatened.

LOCAL BOARDS
Meanwhile, the school’ ofﬁcrals

secing the sxtuatxon ready ‘fo ex-|

plode in the ghettos, tried fo buy
their way out cheaply by pretend-
ing to_give in o the coromunity
demand for local control by ere-
ating a few local boards with
ill-defined powers. The plan back-
fired, The local boards got the

Italy and France

community behind them and be-

CP Influence Still Strong,

But Youth Are Rejecting It

Genova, Italy — You are
right about the French .Trot-
skyists (and I suppose about
other left wing groups, too)
lacking a new philosophy.
Even if one may not like the
word, one certainly agrees
-on what it means. And it is
the same in Italy.

“The various groups here are in
“political chaos.” There are many
groups, much work, great demon-
strations, but few words, few
ideas, no organiaztion, no clear
political perspective,

So, on one side you have ail this
lack of organization and of “phi-
losophy” in the variousleft-wing
groups.  On ‘the other hand you
have the reality of the workers’

struggles and of the Communist:

Party’s influence on them:
cP ]NFLUENCE

Both in Italy and m France,

you can’t finish the Commumst
Party by just saying that it is the
same as: the- “bourgeois order”
for. three reasons:

First of all because the Com-
munist Party -actually  has still
great influence on many workers
and on their struggles.

“Next because the workers them-
selves still consider the Commu-
nist Party a useful orgamzatlon,
and in fact use it for what it is,
not a revelutionary party but a
reformist organiaztion that can
help after a struggle to discuss
with the owners. During a period
of peace in the class struggle it
can also work.as a centre of dis-
cussion, naturally not all of it,

but in several peripheral “sec-

tions.”

The last reason is that the
phrase ‘“Communism is just an-
other face of the bourgeois order’’
has no sense at all here. No work-
er, though he might be extremely
critical towards the Communist
Party, would ever accept discus-
sion after such a phrase. He sim-
ply doesn’t believe it, because the
Communist Party is still, in many
cases, his own fellow. worker, who
struck 10 years ago, alone, while
he went in, although he would
have liked to stay out.

A NEW GENERATION

The . Communist Party is still
the_ party that fought the Resis-
tenza, that speaks of socialism,
that declares the strikes. Finally

the Communist Party is the only|.

B 3 .
Orgamzed group worth talkmg { and other security holders owning or

of in the Left, both in Ttaly and
in France.

But then I must,. for truﬂ:’s
sake, go back on semething I've
just written: this last year has
really seen some changes, and
they spell “youth.”” The new gen-

eration, both students and work-|

ers, has little respect for anyone,
least of all for the Communist

‘Party.

The best thing is that it “was
born that way,” and didn’t have

to reach such a point after end-|

less discussions, as we had to do.
This means thaf, while many of
us often feel that they must ‘‘re-

discuss’” USSR or the Communist

Party, the young people don’t, be-

cause they accept it for what it].

is, a reformist party.

| stroyed.

| Hshers (Not  printers):

particular the power to transfer
teachers into other districts (a
power -the  city-wide board has
always- had).

RACISM?

But what about the charges
that the- local board is “racist”
in wishing to remove these wlute
teachers?

People ‘mhust understand that
the black ghetto is fighting for
‘the survival -of its children. The
kids need to see images of ‘black
people in positions of authority
as much as they need books if
their minds are not to be crushed.

Mostly, they heed teachers who-

identxfy with them, who believe

in their capacity to learn, rather
“{than teachers who, however well-:

intentioned, see them as “unfortu-
nate” and. somehow “unteach-
able.”

With the lines so sharply drawn
in the present crisis, it is inevit:
able that many genuinely dedi-
cated and concerned white teach-
ers will be removed along with
the time-servers and patronizing
liberals perhaps even te be re-
placed by unqualified or uncar-
ing blacks. This is a real tragedy
of white America paying its debt
of centuries of racism and neg-

lect — with:'the decent white

Americans footing the bill. The
failure of the white teachers to
unite  with" the black parents
against the common class enemy
has created losses

groups.
WHERE TO NOW’

The new teacher union mili-
tancy that .promised so much a
few years ago has foundered on
the rock of racism, like so many
progressive American movements
of “the past. “Now we can only
hope that-the ‘black community,
once it wins power, will be more
magnanimous in victory than
‘whites have ‘ever been, because
the UFT is fighting a rear- guard
fight it can never win.

Let us hope that teachers and:

parents-in other cities will learn

the lesson of the N.Y. tragedy)

and  unite before both are de-

Teacher, N.Y.
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gan fo assert their . power; -in.

for both |

TWo WORLDS
THE CURRENT CRISISQE;

(Continued from Page 5)
fect vulnerable, but functioning democracy; We welcome and want

i to have a better democracy than the Western kind but we do inot

want a worse democracy and on this we firmly stand.

The contemporary state of the political life-in Czechoslovakia
requires a healthy opposition to the communist programme. Not
an_anti-communist party, which would have its aim in the change

of the economic relations and the total re-orientation of the state,

but a political party or parties which would strive for the pessibility
to rule together and’ in partnership with the communists as the
rightful representatives of the. electorate.

- If the communists are really for the freetlom of assembly then'

they must. admit that even within the limits of ‘the preSent con-
stitution every party, which is in agreement with the Declaration
of Human Rights, has its right to existence. For us the question can
therefore™ not arise whether it is permissible to found such a

political organization, but only the question whether to found it, -

when to found it, and with whom and with what programme. We
want to participate in .the life of the political institutions of this

country.. We shall consider which is the best road, and whether.

the question of an opposition is expedient. Realistic political oppesi-
tion can also exist -without these organizational forms and can
appear elementally as an extra-parliamentary opposxtlon, as-a
students’ movement or in any other forin. ,

Regardless of temporary complications that will be qulckly
solved under the conditions of an open exchange of opinions and
points of view, the movement of clubs of committed non-party
members is arising as an exceedingly significant phenomenon. The
clubs are already today a political platform and represent by their
different points of view a realistic political foree—an “opposition.”
The clubs of committed non-party members must be extended and
linked so as to support by their polarization of opinions the natural
tendency towards the origin of new political parties.

Regardless of the origin of other parties—to be more precise,’

regardless of the fact whether they will be permitted—the clubs

have today already great possibilities. "They can become a platform'

of -political thinking and stimuli for public activity which in 1tsel£
is more important than the elections themselves.

PERSPECTIVE OF THE CLUB

The main question of the second phase of the democratization
process are. the elections, which must be secret with independent
candidates and separate lists of candidates if the democratization
process is not to become a swindle in the very bud, The nomination
of independeént candidates, proposed by non-political orgamzatrons,

e.g. the clubs: -of non-party members, must be legahzed in the

election law.

The way the elections wﬂl be held and the wording of the

election law are the most important questions of this spring.
We can have a president and a government forced on us, but

we will not have the election law, the rules of the democratic game

forced on us. The clubs should openly state that they want to

have a realistic influence in' the nomination of candidates on the.

course of the elections, that they -want to put up mdependent
deputies. We shall not vote for anyone who was a depufy in the
present National Assemb]y Not for -anyone withouf any exception.

At present the clubs associate. various polifical opinions of
non-party members. They at the same time represent the basis for

the activity of non- party -members in special interest orgamzatlons

mainly the trade unions, and the youth movement. So far we can
as yet nat foresee the organizational form of the clubs and their
future necessary politically more precise shape.

k0

WE SHOULD soon submit to the broader public a certain
political conceptwn, with a kind of minimum programme of civil
freedoms in Czechoslovakia. It is mot necessary to put forward
the most radical demands, but to pledge ourselves, the non-party
member candidates and the future prospective representatives of
state power to fulfill the principal demands on the basis of wlnch
we are willing to support certain deputies.-

Clubs. of non-party members should quickly arise in mass
organizations, unions of artists, and should guarantee the basic
programme of human rights. If democratization means the nor-
malization of conditions leading towards democracy, then nothing
can stand in the way of this activity. 1 ovenly state that we are

not enemies of communism, that we will have nothing to do with "

the policy of anti-communism.. We are fully responsible, -adult;
politically thinking citizens of ‘a socialist country, who have out-
grown  the tutelage of the police-bureaucratic regime -and want
freedom and socialism.

We are striving for a parliamentary opposiﬁon as an ralternati\)e

of the present execution of state power, because we fear that an
extra-parliamentary opposition- would be much more dangerous

H the pohtwal activity of the people will not be purposefully
included in the creation of the socialist democracy, then it will

| neeessarily take umto itself ‘much more problematic forms, which

it will be difficult to stop and which could endanger also the state
and both its nations.

We know from an old fairy tale that the wolf had his voice
changed to be able to get at the lambs. We know the voice of the
wolves, the voice that was just as dangerous for communists as
for non-party members, We shall not open the door, when he will
try to convince us with a changed voxce, because only fairy tales
have a happy end. We do not, a prieri, mistrust the communist, but

in answer to any gentleman whose. voice is breakmg we clearly ‘

answer !\0

- The victory of little Davxd over the giant Goliath is a myth.

A reality on the other hand are the descendants of the people,
whom Hitler’s fascist dictatorship burned in millions in the gas
chambers of the concentration eamps, - the young Israelis -whe
tell us: :

Never again like sheep' Never again like sheep!
: . —Ivan- Svitak

Prague, April 18 1968

>
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Czechoslovak Umty Defies

Invasion to Crush Marxism

- (Continued from Page 1))

So demoralizing was the effect
that replacements had to be sent
for many of the soldiers who had
‘been among the original invading
force. )

Secret radios, all the  while,
kept informing ‘the people of
everything that was happening.
When one. secret radio was still-
ed, another took its place. Over
the "air, names of people slated
for -arrest were reported, with
warnings to them not to go home;
license numbers of uvnmarked
police cars were read out; names
of informers and collaborators
were broadcast; an underground
press . published = news, always
urging total resistance; house
numbers were taken down- and
street and city directional signs
were removed or misplaced to

. confuse and disrupt troop or po-

lice movement; railroad workers
sidetracked electronic equipment
sent from Russia to track down
the secret radios; the few young
women who fraternized with in-
vading troops had their “heads
shaven; and ‘the old women
proved to be among the worst
foes the Russians faced as they
grimly blocked streets with their
defiant bodies, poked accusing
fingers in the noses of startled
troops -and hurled biting - insults
which reduced the soldiers to
whimpering apologists. As one
Russian ~officer  helplessly ex-
claimed, “My god, the little old
ladies are “everywhere — what
can we do with the little old
ladies?”

WORKER POWER

And all the while, the ones

most closely watched and feared |-

by the invaders' were the work-
ers. While the actions of the
workers was probably the least
reported, it now seems clear that
they were the backbone of the
resistance (see ‘“‘Our  Life and
Times,” p. 8). It is known, how-
ever, that the uranium miners
went on strike as soon as they
learned of the invasion;
workers forced occupying troops
sent into factories to be with-
drawn by refusing to work while
they were there; and on the Fri-
day after the invasion, a general
strike was  planned ‘and carried
out which was more total than
any strike the world has seen to
this day. All ‘work that could be

" stopped in the nation came to a

haIt
- Perhaps ‘most significant of all

“was. the  holding of the political

party comgress right under the
nose of the oceupation. Out of
some . 1,500 delegates from all
over the nation (about the size
of Ohio), some 1,200 met secretly

" in a factory on the outskirts of

Prague; (many passed through
guards dressed in worker’s cloth-
es); took action in: support of the

,hberahzatlon policy the Czecho-

solvakian - government had - em-
barked upon; " and demanded
withdrawal of the troops. It re-
fleets the power of the workers,
and a recognition on the part of
the  party delegates. that .they

- would be safest with the workers

—in-a faetory.

) NO KADAR

Although the: Hunganan revolt
wrote one-of the greatest chapt

“ers in the growing battles against
, “Russian state-capitalist tyranny,
“7in 1956 ° the = counter’- revolution

" “eotlld nevertheless fiind 2 Janos.

that-

Kadar to foist on- the Hunganan'

_people,

‘So mature is our age, however,

‘that not ene Quisling or Kadar

could be found in the whole of
Czechoslovakia — not even one
promised the profection of a half
million armed troops against an
unarmed eitizenry,

In contrast to the increased ma-
turity of the fighters for freedom
in the past decade stands the
sameness of the . dictators the
world over who :oppose and fear

freedom. During. the 1956 Hun-

garian revolt, ‘it was China’s

i toward freedom, for all know

| following the Russian repression

‘and new realities have shattered

-ers’ Views”).

‘were- absolutely correct in their

Vother people enslaved by Russna

the: U.S.
were too bloody from the Viet-

Chairman Mao who urged a
Khrushchev (who needed no urg- |

ing) to invade and crush the Hun- | .
garian movement. {o freedom. In |

the 1968 Czechoslovakian inva;
sion, Mao predictably condemuns
Russia for invading in hepes of
promoting his own opportunistic
aspirations for world power. Far
mere significant, however, is his
failure to say one- word in sup-
port of the Czechoslovakian mass-
es. Mao may be opportunistically
opposed to the Russian rulers,
but is far more fundamentally op-
posed to mass freedom move- |
ments.

Also revealing is the- position
of today’s premier in Havana —
Cuba’s Castro. In 1956, when he
did not have st~te power, and in-
deed had just been imprisoned
after the failure of his initial June
26 attempt at leading a revolt in
Cuba, Castro could passionately
declare his opposition o Russian
barbarism against the Hungar-
ians — and even later call Rus-
sian Communism “a system that
destroys the soul.” In 1968, as
head of a state power and posses-
sing a bureaucratic mentality
which is now organically opposed
to spontaneous mass action. Cas-
tro declares his support of
Moscow’s trampling of Czecho
slovak freedom.

DICTATORS OPPOSE i

All — the Kremlin and its sa-
tellites, as well as Mao and Cas-
tro — act as one in their mortal
dread of masses moving in action

these assaults are aimed fo de.
liver -fatal blows. to their own
totalitarian regimes.

That is why Russia moved
against the East German revolt
of 1953, against the Hungarians
in 1956 and against the Czecho-
slovaks now. The Communist
Parties in other nations—France,
Italy, Japan, Britain and else.
where — suffered great losses

in Hungary. Yet hecause the total
bankruptcy of the dehumanized
policies of the West were so ap-
palling and no new Marxist-Hu.
manist banner was unfurled- to
challenge the Communists, many
defectors from the Communist
Parties were _driven -hack inte
their arms.

Now, with Czechoslovakia, the
old ‘wounds have been reopened

any illusions about Russia’s “pro-
gressive nature.” Once again ser-
ious splits in the European Com-
munist parties have occurred, as
woerkers and intellectuals have
joined in bitter denunciation and
protests against this new proof of
Russian barbarism (See “Read-

CAPITALIST WINS

The - Czechoslovakian invasion
by Russia illuminates the identity
of state and private “capitalism,
of Russia and the U.S. ,

Nothing could show more clear.
ly the total hypocrisy of both
covntries than the words ex-
changed in the United Nations by
Russia’s Ambassador Malik and
U.S. Ambassador Ball. Both

accusations: - Ball when he  de.
¢lared that.the Czechoslovak and

would rise against their . rulers,
and Malik when he charged that
government’s hands

nam war to accuse Russia of
wrongdoing in Czechoslovakia.

But these were only words, and
both  of them knew it. What has
long been established and respee-
ted by both nuclearly-armed
‘world powers is that each has its
own sphere of influence that the
other respects. Just as only an
empty whimper of protest came
from Russia when U.S. troops
crushed the popular revolt in
Santo Domingo, so was the inef-
fectual bleating heard from the
U.S. against the Russian invasion
of - Czechoslovakia.

- Our Life und’ Tlmes

" (Since this was written, the
Army, on Oct. 2, machine-
gunned men, women and chil-
dren at g rally, riddled nearby .
apartment houses, killed at
least 26, and wounded hun-
-dreds.” More killings a’re re-
ported daily.)

No less than 100,000 students —
high school as well as university—
demonstrated in favor of the high
school students struggle against
police brutality. What started
out, on July 26, to be a local dis-
pute developed into a national
struggle which appealed for the
support of labor as well. By Aug.
27 no. less than 300,000 demon-
strators thousands of whom were
workers, -farm laborers.as well
as student youth, crowded into
the largest square — the Zocalo
— facing the Presidential Palace,
on the one hand and the Catho-
lic Church, on the other. All was
peaceful — until the Grenadiers
(riot police) decided to - create
an incident over the national
flag. :

The real demands of the de-
monstrators were against “Ignor-
acia, Hambre (Hunger), Miser-
ia”’; in a word, against the liv-
ing econditions in what is sup-
posed to be a ‘““model” democra-

‘tic Latin American country.

Trust anyd.

(I have just received the
following letter from a corres-
pondent in Prague, Czechoslo-
vakia, It speaks for itself.)
~The leading men -~ named in
this sequence: Svoboda, Dubcek,
Smrkovsky, Cernik — are still
trusted. They may deserve this

i.‘....‘...q.,.‘......‘
Clearly, the true face of all cap-

italist oppression — state or.priv-,
ate — is its striving to crush all |

genuine mass = opposition. This
lesson has been shown in the
tragic and heroic efforts of people
who have struck out against al-
most unbelievable odds, striving
to establish concrete freedom for
themselves. Unfortunately, some
Western intellectuals, and especi-
ally those in the U.S., appear to

be incapable of understanding
these inescapable truths.

How such blindness can distort
thought is seen in the fantastic
position taken by some of the U.S.
New Left leaders in response to
the Russian invasion of Czecho-
slovakia: Some urged that neo
protest he made against this Rus-
sian barbarism because it
might detraet from the anti-Viet.
nam war demonstrations!

To be sure, there were U.S.
protests against the invasion, led
by such people as Dr. Spock and
others who do recognize that the
struggle for freedom in Czecho-
slovakia can no more be sep-
arated from freedom in Vietnam

than ‘it ean be separated from |.

freedom in the U.S. or anywhere
else in the world. ,
KREMLIN GRAVEDIGGERS
Indeed, it was. this recognition
on the part of hundreds: of thous-
ands throughout the world which
produced the protests agamst
Russian © embassies. in - Britain,
Sweden, West Germany, France,
Italy, Japan- and elsewhere.

The heroic resistance by the
Czechoslovak people has not only
fired the imagination of the
world, it has also produced the
most serious defeat dealt to Rus-
sia in its medern history. Those
Kremlin tyrants now know that
a whole new generation exists
behind - their own Iron Curtain
which will be consciously striving
to become its gravediggers in
order fo build a true soclahst hu-

: mamst soclety

By Peter Mallory

Trouble started when the Mex-
can riot police  briefly ‘occupied
‘a school' building in -a dispute
between pre-school boys. The uni-
versity students, who have a . 40-
year-old tradition of ‘university
autonomy, demanded the remov-
al of the police officials involved.
Demonstrations continued . until

the police and the Army occupied-
"the university buildings and open

warfare raged around the umver—
sity.

The Army, using tanks, para-
troopers and bazookas, acknowl-
edge that they killed at'least 18
students, but the students claim
as many as 32 dead, hundreds in-
jured and over 1,000 jailed includ-
ing 34 professors, in the fighting
which continued for several days.

In Mexico, where 58% lof the
population is under 25 years of
age, the majority of the popula-

tion has never witnessed a truly-.

democratic election as the mono-
palistic so-called “‘revolutionary’’
(Institutional  Revolutionary Par-
ty is the official name of the rul-
ing party) party has made it its
business not to lose an election
since 1928. When one opposition
Party of National Action won two
state elections last year, the rul-
ing party simply declared the

Army Massacres Mexican Students in Revolt

election null and void.

.The - youth rebellion was thus
not just.for student rights, agamst
police brutality, and the ‘autono-
my - of the university, never be-
fore violated. It was also against
the single party rule and its im-
prisonment of any oppositionists”
under the infamous article 145 of
the penal code, which was a
catch- all enac t e d supposedly
against the. facists during World
War II and now used against-
revolutionaries. One of the most
prominent demands was for the
freedom of 'all political prisoners
and the abolition, of article 145.

What is most significant is that -
it developed to this stage because:
the government refused: the sim-
ple demand of the students for. a.
“dialogue,”” a public dialogue on
all radio and TV stations; be-
tween students and the govern-
ment. The government. still re-
mains adamant in its refusal. All
it can think of now is the Olym-
pic Games and . assurance to
Americans these will not be “in-
terfered with.” The students,
supported by thousands of
slum “dwellers in the city, in-
tend to continue with their strug-
gles: for a different - life in
Mexico.

Distrust in Czechoslovakia

trust. But I can’t follow their re-
peated assurances that the ‘“post-
January line”’ of the CP policy
remains largely .intact. The cen-
sorship of any .mass communica-
tion is more and more severe day
‘by day. The economic policy,
seemingly intact, will be -affected
by the Russian -insistence on
‘““deeper” co-operation with the
Soviets, thus preventing the much
needed modernization of Czecho-
slovak industry.

No. new political grouping can
legally emerge, strict observance
of ‘“‘public. order” ‘will net allow
any public  gathering -organized
by the existing parties, ' Thus
basic liberties which have repre-
sented the very core of the Czech-

oslovak developments so far are|.

very much restricted.

" Also, in the name of ‘fl‘_lational
unity”’ — this slogan has much
emotional appeal and played an
important role during the. first
days of the -crisis — even that
slight workers’ movement toward
workers councils and more. work-
er self-government in the! factor-

ies could be brought to a stand

still.

Now, what the leaders are to
be blamed for is their insufficient
rehance on people. It is the old

“sin” of the Communists:. not be-
ing revolutionaries they ' cannot
be expected .to propose and even
less to carry - out any. radical
measure. Had they relied more

1 ment, .

-on people in spring, had they fol-

lowed the then general desire fo
remove the old guard from ifs
positions, they would have con-
vened the party congress in sum-
mer and ‘the Russians . either
could not have occupied Czecheo-
slovakia or would have done it
under much different circum-

stances.

As far as the present course
is concerned, these leaders may
be right in- stressing the neces-
sity for the Czechoslovak people
to fulfill the Moscow agreements

Yet nobody is able to say for the
moment - where- this fulfillment-
ends and a “collaboration” (in
the sense given to it in “Hitler's
Europe) begms

In this hour of actual danger
for the nation as a whole — and
Soviet menaces. during the Mos-
cow ' negotiations were directed
to the whole nation indeed -— the
working class interests recede
to the background. This is added
to the difficulties this. eclass has
met during -the “democratization
process’’ -as I mentioned them in
my article (see Special - Supple-
Aug.-Sept. 1968,  N&L).
Though the working class showed
itself to be the bacjtbone of the
nation during ' the invasion and
the most difficult days of occu-
pation there is 1o guarantee that
its interests will be cared: for
any more than they have been
previously.’

Spiro Agnew

The ~ Republicans ~ could have
searcely found a more inept'cian:

dldate for vice presxdemt than‘
Spiro T. ‘Agnew. Within a smglet

week -his remarks about a “fat
Jap” and “the Polacks’ ' have
forced apolognes from himi whxch
reveal his total ignorance of the
feelings- of minority - groups in
the United States. The apologies
have often been worse than. the
original “insults since they re-
vealed his utter disdain for “for-
eigners” -—— except mlhtary dic-
tatorships.

Thus, he has capped it off by
expressing his support for the
military dictatorship in Greece.
At the National Press Club in

Washington he said, “This partié-
ular ' military = government hag
done -a bit to- stabilize the: Com-

munist threat to Greece.” Where .

all others except the fascist miti-
tary saw democracy anmhllated
he sees a non-existent “commun-
ist threat.”

His ignorance coupled with his .
reactionary philosophy brand him
as a grave danger since the possi-
bility - exists that _he could come
within a heartbeat of - assumii
the office of President. Yet such
pundits like Walter prpmann
tell us that, though this is true,
the man who chose him as his

«runmng mate, leon is neverthe‘

less “a new leon

. 'nooQooo“ooQooooomouooonnooo“oooo_mom




