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Hospital Stay Reminds 
Worker of Auto Shop 

Several months ago, some pains in the calves of my legs 
would get so bad after I walked for several blocks that I would 
have to stop and sit for 10 or 15 minutes before they disappeared. 
I decided to go to Ford Hospital, and after an examination the 
doctor said he wanted me in the hospital several days for X-rays 
and tests. 

The morning after I checked in I went to X-ray. As soon as 
I got back to my room there was another orderly waiting to take 
me to the fifth floor. On the way I met lines of patients and 
orderlies half running with them, just the same as workers have 
to rush and run in the auto shop to get out production. I got a 
strong feeling that the patients were being handled like workers 
handle steel in the shops. After waiting in the hall of a depart­
ment for an hour they discovered that they had forgotten to take 
me to another department where I would have to go before coming 
to this department. They made it sound as though it was my fault 
that I had not gone there. 
HOSPITAL PRODUCTION LINE 

I got back to my room for one hour and was then taken to 
the 11th floor for some other tests and then to the 17th floor for 
more testing. All the time I was answering the same questions over 
and over again at each department. 

Each time I was told I would go back to my room, but each 
time someone would ask my name and off I would go again. It 
was two o'clock and I had not eaten. 

They took me to one room and put me on a table under a 
monster machine to take X-rays of my entire body. This machine 
had the same groaning sounds that those in the automotive plant 
had. Then they advised me how still I had to be because they were 
going to put some tubes of medicine into my veins and it would 
circulate through my body, and then a half an hour later they 
would take the pictures. 

SEVENTY DOLLARS WORTH OF TIME 
' When the doctor began I was very still as he put three 

tubes in my back. He came back several times and put another 
full tube in and pushed some more out of those he had put in 
previously. I began to make little jumps. This seemed to make 
him angry and he kept saying I should not move, this is serious 
business and that they were not playing. I asked how many more 
will he put in and he said he had just started. 

I began to get dizzy, and when I told him he had to stop, 
another young doctor rushed up and took my blood pressure. 
He said both my blood pressure and heart beat was OK, but at 
that moment I got sick to my stomach and felt like I was going 
to vomit. I said I could not take any more and that I was so 
full of this stuff I wanted to throw up. He began to put ether 
to ,my nose and at that moment the doctor stuck me again. I 
jumped and he yelled and stood back. He said he was not going 
to try with me again and to get me up and back to my room. 
Then he said somewhat angrily that they lost all this time and 
Over $70 fooling with me. 

I was sick, but what the doctor said made me mad as hell. I 
said to the doctor that this is what is wrong with this whole set up: 
"I asked ydii if you could put me to sleep and you said that 
yon couldn't. Seventy dollars and a little time is all that matters 
witti you. My life does not matter to you, just material matters 
not human beings." 

The doctor stood there looking amazed and said that I was 
wrong. I told him how well I felt before I came into this room 
and how near I felt I was at the end of my life on the table. 
When I said this is the last test he said to wait until tomorrow 
and then decide. 

Later the doctor came into my room and asked me how I was 
feeling. I told him O.K., but not as good as I felt before he in­
jected all that fluid into me today. He smiled.-I asked him 
when did he go home and he said he had gone home and was 
thinking of me and had come back to talk. He wanted me to 
forgive him for his foolish and stupid statement that he had made 
about the $70 they had lost. I was not the first patient that 
could not take those tests. One out of every ten could not take 
them, but it was because I was frightened that I became sick. If I 
consented to take them tomorrow they would put me to, sleep and 
a would not feel any pain. 

. . (Continued on Page 3) 

Total Czechoslovak Unity Defies 
Russian Invasion to Crush Marxism 

By Andrew Filak 

A stunned world awoke in disbelief to the news of the midnight Russian inva­
sion of Czechoslovakia on Aug. 20. But almost immediately afterward, another more 
stunning and more unbelievable development began to take shape. Far from achiev­
ing a victory, the invading Russian troops instead faced a totally united people who; 
though unarmed, spontaneously created a massive and complete resistance throughout 
the nation. It became crystal clear to the state-capitalist rulers in Moscow that their 
brutal attempt to crush the fledging freedoms won by the Czechoslovak people had in­
stead steeled their determination to keep these freedoms. This determination trans­
formed the Czechoslovakian people into an awesome might against which Russian 
bullets, guns, tanks and planes proved to be futile. 

To a man, the population re­
sisted the invaders. Men and 
women, young and old, workers, 
students and intellectuals, Czechs 
and Slovaks — all struck back at 
the unwelcome troops. In the first 
reaction of unsuppressed rage 
and anger against the invasion, 
many Czechoslovaks were mur-
ered and t h o u s a n d s more 
wounded. 

PEOPLE ACT 
Then came the release of the 

creativity of a people who had 
for months been seriously study­
ing and trying to put into prac­
tice the ideas of freedom. 

The Czechoslovak people total­
ly rejected private capitalism, but 
more important, they were act­
ing against Russian state-capital­
ism, and seeking to establish a 
society based on humanist foun­
dations (see September, 1968 
News & Letters, special Czecho-
S l o v a k supplement). Suddenly 
the search for a philosophy of 
freedom became a matter of life 
and death. 

The invading soldiers were con­
fronted at every turn by Czecho­
slovak students and workers who 
mounted enemy tanks or faced 
patrolling soldiers, challenging 
them, in fluent Russian, to ans­
wer why they had invaded the 
country. For the occupying troops, 
who had been told they were go­
ing into Czechosolvakia to help 
unite the people against "inter­
nal counter-revolutionaries" and 
protect them against external 
military threat.from West Ger­
many, it soon became abundantly 
Clear that the people were com­
pletely united — not against any 
manufactured internal or exter­
nal threat, but against the very 
real occupying troops them­
selves. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Four years ago, Goldwater was delivered a crushing de­

feat. This year the oil millionaires of Texas are showing them­
selves ready to finance the Far-Right neo-fascism of Wallace— 
who has already attracted an alarming number of white racist 
votes, and is now reaching out for white workers in an at­
tempt to divide the labor movement in order to crush it as 
well as. the black revolt, and the anti-war movement. 

Wallace-ism represents a much greater danger than Gold-
water, who faded back into the Republican Party; or Birch-
ism, whose organizational base was the middle class. Wallace 
has bis own party and wilt not disappear after the November 
elections. 

Neither will the black revolt, nor the anti-war movement, 
nor the daily struggles of the rank and file workers in the 
plants against their inhuman conditions of labor, and their 
own bureaucracies. 

* * * 
The entire world stands at a Transition Point which can 

go either forward or backward. That is what makes the year 
ahead so critical and the need to keep a paper like News & 
Letters going so urgent. 

No other paper anywhere has carried the exchange of 
ideas between workers black and white, as well as student 
rebels here and abroad. No other paper has made a theoretical 
contribution like our analysis of what arrested the near-French 
Revolution, or carried a special report direct from Prague at 
the very moment Russian troops were invading Czechoslova­
kia. No other paper is the unique combination of worker and 
intellectual that is News & Letters. 

* * * 
We have been supported and financed in the 13 years of 

our existence entirely by contributions and subscriptions of 
members and friends. Our circulation is growing steadily— 
but so are our costs ! Every issue of our paper now costs 
over $400 to print. Our entire staff—both full-time and part-
time—works on a voluntary basis. But postage, rent, and 
supplies cost another $300 every month. 

TO CONTINUE WE NEED YOUR HELP ! Please clip 
the coupon below and send it to: 

NEWS & LETTERS 
415 Brainard Street, Detroit, Michigan 48201 

• I enclose as my contribution to keep News & 
Letters going. 

• Please enter my renewal ( ), new subscription ( ) 
for one year at $1. 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY ,.:..:.. STATE ZIP 

(Continued on Page 8} 
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Hospital Stay Reminds 
i Worker of Auto Shop 

(Continued from Page 1) 
The doctor said "We try to save lives," and asked if I be­

lieved him. I said, "Yes, but in your rush experimentation on them 
I also believe you kill some." 

MEDICAL SPEED-UP 
The next day I took the test after being put to sleep. 
Some time later a nurse was slapping my face in the recovery 

room, saying, "Mr. Denby, wake up." I opened my eyes and saw 
another nurse slapping a patient and saying the same thing to 
him. I vaguely remember seeing many beds all over this recovery 
room and the thought that came to my mind was that; with the 
population explosion, there are many people today and many of 
them are, sick at the same time, and many are in the hospitals 
and doctor's offices. There is this need for speed in treating 
people and because of the speed to keep up with the need of the 
sick, the doctors and nurses and other hospital employees lose 
the human contact between themselves and the patients, these 
living human beings. 

After being wheeled back to my bed I was told I could go 
home the next day at ten. Looking back, Henry Ford Hospital, 
one of this nation's greatest, with the best doctors and medical 
staff, the best equipment, is running patients through at the 
same pace as cars and trucks are rushed through his plants on 
those production lines. Only it is different. Here it is living 
human beings, and in his plants it is dead material things. 

Black Panthers vs. Cops: 
The Battle Is Nationwide 

The Black Panthers are 
young, black and militant. 
In their way they are telling 
black people across the coun­
try to prepare themselves 
for the revolution to come. 

It is for these reasons that 
the power structure, in the form 
of their racist cops, both na­
tional and local, has declared 
open season on the Panthers. 
These so-called officers of the 
peace are out to exterminate the 
Panthers either by outright 
violence or through "their courts 
of law". 
HUEY NEWTON 

Everyone knows of the political 
trial of Panther leader, Huey 
Newton, which has just ended 
with a conviction on voluntary 
manslaughter. This is only after 
they couldn't successfully frame 
him for first degree murder. 

In Los Angeles, three Panthers 
were shot down by L.A.'s finest, 
in jwhat amounted to a public 
execution in every sense of the 
word. 

In New York, over 100 cops 
(supposedly off duty) armed 
with all sorts of weapons, at­
tacked, without provocation, six 
u n a r m e d and out-numbered 
Panthers. This attack took place, 
during working hours, in that 
most holy of holies of law and 
order, a courthouse in Brooklyn. 
Even though many of these cops 
were identified, not one has yet 
been brought up on charges or 
arrested. 

CALIFORNIA 
In Oakland, Calif., it wasn't 

enough to gun down unarmed 
Bobby flutton in April this year, 
they had to shoot up the Panther 
office as well, just after Huey 
Newton was convicted. In this 
case not only were the two cops 
who did it on duty, but they used 
a squad car to do it in. The only 
penalty given to them was sus­
pension from duty. Anybody 
else would be behind bars. 

NEW YORK 
In New York, eight Panthers 

in several different cases are on 
trial on charges from loitering 
to assaulting an officer and 
resisting arrest, with bails set 
so high they can't possible be 
met. There is little doubt that 
a general rouncUup move is on 
against the Panthers there. 

Not-to be outdone by the local 
police, the FBI arrested four 
Panthers, a young married cou­
ple, another man and a teen­
age girl, on charges of illegal 
flight to avoid arrest. The FBI 
said they were wanted for arson 
in Baltimore. 

Recently the students and 
faculty of the Berkeley campus 
of the University ,of Calif, hired 
E l d r i d g e Cleaver; a Black 
Panther leader, to give ten lec­
tures on racism there. Right 
wing Governor Reagan and the 
Board of Regents stepped in and 
cancelled the lectures; then, in 
face of opposition, allowed him 
to give one lecture. 

It seems as though the cops 
have gone ape over the Black 
Panthers, and the question is 
how will the Panthers strike 
back. Tjiey have made two good 
first steps, in getting themselves 
rooted in the Black Community 
and seeking allies through the 
Peace and Freedom Party. But 
these are just a beginning. 

Welfare Mothers, Students Join Forces 
| Ann Arbor, Mich. — The 
rhetoric of the movement has 
assumed the necessity of co­
operation of radical students 
with workers and blacks. 
The revolts in France and 
Czechoslovakia, before the 
Russian invasion, s h o w e d 
Americans that such a com­
bination is possible. 

It became a reality recently 
when an alliance of welfare reci­
pients from Ann Arbor and Ypsi-
lanti and students at the Univer­
sity of Michigan forced the coun­
ty welfare department to pro­
vide a special clothing grant of 
up to $70 for each school-age 
child whose family is on welfare. 
For the first time here, a large 
group of radical students were 
joined with local community peo­
ple in attacking a system repres­
sive to both. 

MOTHERS IGNORED 
The welfare mothers had been 

telling their case workers since 
last April that money was needed 
to clothe their children for the 
coming school year. As usual, 
they were ignored. However, with 
the help of the National Welfare 
Rights Organization, some 40 
mothers organized a group to 
fight the welfare department. 

Welfare officials first refused 
to meet with the group and of­
fered them $20 per child if tfeey 
would just go away. This was re­
fused and negotiations continued, 
with the department willing to 
give $60 per child and the moth­
ers demanding the grants be 
based solely on need. Obvious­
ly, the officials were taken by 
surprise that a bunch of "shift 
less, lazy people" had the for­
titude to suffer through talks 
with public officials. | 

At tWs point, activities height- ; 
ened. Steve WUdstrom, aw editor | 
of The Michigan Daily, was | 
punched and arrested by police 
wfeeti he tried to enter the coun­
ty building where negotiations 

with the mothers were taking 
place. Word spread around cam­
pus and within two hours 400 
students marched on the county 
jail. ! 

The next day 48 mothers and 
their supporters, were jailed for 
criminal trespass when they re­
fused to leave the county build­
ing at closing time. That night 
over 1,200 people attended a sup­
port rally for those arrested. 

Tempers were up, and many 
students, just having returned 
from Chicago, were looking for 
a confrontation t with, the, cops. 
However, after bail money was 
raised, one of the mothers, Mrs. 
Shirley Haywood, sent word, "All 
we want to do is find our chil­
dren. We'll be back tomorrow 
and that's when we need you." 
MOTHERS AND STUDENTS 

It was at this moment liiat the 
alliance coalesced, for the crowd 
decided to follow the mothers 
rather than have an ego-gratify­
ing confrontation with the police. 

Tomorrow came and with it, 
300 students and community peo­
ple took over the county build­
ing. At exactly 5:30 p.m., build­
ing closing time, the police 
moved in and arrested 192 more 
people. The operation was smooth 
and there was little violence on 
either side. The arrests united 
the community and $9,500 was 
raised for bail. 

In the face of more demonstra­
tions, county officials agreed to 
a special $91,000 fund to clothe 

the children. 
The money will help the moth­

ers, but more important, the wel­
fare mothers discovered that they 
can control their lives. Already 
fledgling welfare rights groups5 

are starting in two other Mich­
igan cities, and the movement is 
making strides in Detroit. 
"CONTROL OUR LIVES" 

The mothers know that the wel­
fare system will be changed. No 
one from conservative to radical 
has anything good to say about 
it. But, the power to change the 
system must be possessed by 
those whom it affects. Welfare 
organizing is centering on spec­
ific issues of need, but as one 
mother told me, "The time will 
come when we'll be demanding 
control of the deparbnent, and 
more important, our lives." 

As for the students, the sensa 
tion of victory is unusual and 
pleasing. Much discussion is going 
on as to why students, who did 
not get involved over student 
power or military research on 
campus, put their bodies on the 
line for the mothers. 

Everyone agrees that student 
power can no longer be accepted 
as a radical goal except as part 
of a more fundamental plan to 
change society. There is hopeful 
talk that if there is a conflict 
with the university administration 
(a most likely possibility), the 
black community will return the 
support.—T.F.B. 

A BLACK WORKER REPORTS: 
WALLACEISM IN THE SHOP 

Speaker: diaries Denby, black auto production 
worker and Editor News & Letters 

Date: Sunday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
Place: News & Letters office, 415 Brainard St. 
Room 209 (Corner Cass, six blocks south of Forest.) 

Free Admission 

Walkout In NY Garment Shop 
New York, N.Y. — Last 

month, 400 workers at Fig­
ure Flattery, a shoo in the 
garment district in New 
York, walked off the job in 
a wildcat strike. Their griev­
ances were directed both 
against the company and 
their union. Local 32 of the 
International Ladies Gar­
ment F7T-?-prc Union. 

They demanded an end to the 
company's policy of locking the 
workers i n s i d e during work 
hours and an end to mistreat­
ment and name-calling on the 
job. They also asked that the 
union reopen negotiations on 
the contract's "cost of living" 
clause; the workers made be­
tween $60-$70 a week. 
WORKERS WALK OUT 

Committees of workers were 
organized within the shop to 
deal with these issues and the 
shop chairman finally led the 
walkout 

For nearly ten days the work­
ers tried to get the union's help; 
they marched to the union lead­
er, Stulberg's office, but he re­
fused to listen until they wwtM 
return to work. The shop chair­
man was fired because of his 
role and the other workers re­
fused to go back until he was 
reinstated. 

After days of work stoppage 
the company and the union 
agreed to renegotiate the "cost 
of living" clause and the work­
ers got a 4% increase. The 
shop chairman was rehired. One 
worker said, "Now, after the 
wildcat, the gates aren't locked 
and we even got soda and food 
machines installed, to keep us 
happy. The company got scared 
and now they treat us better. 

But we had to push hard, to 
get the union to do anything. 

"For a long tune the union 
has ignored our problems on the 
job. By the time you get through 
the grievance machinery you 
could be out on the streets. We 
don't even get to ratify our eon-
tracts, it's all done through Joint 
Executive Boards. We don't have 
any regular meetings and when 
we do have one Hie union lead­
ers pack it with their stooges. 

"There is no democracy in 
our union and because a lot of 
our members are Spanish-speak­
ing workers they get taken ad­
vantage of all the time. Although 
we got an increase, the wages 
are still very bad. What we have 
to do is to talk to people in 
other shops and see if they are 
with us." 
OTHER LOCALS INSPIRED 

Many workers in other locals 
in the ILGWU are concerned 
about reopening the "cost of 
living" clause in their contracts 
and about the lack of democracy 
in their union. A worker from 
another ILGWU Local said, "It's 
no different for the skilled work­
ers here. The union is run by 
leaders who keep themselves in 
office year after year. Sometimes 
you just have to laugh at some 
of the shady deals they ram 
through our meetings. But if you 
oppose them you could be out of 
a job. 

"In our Local we have a so-
called 'opposition' that has ex­
isted for 30 years, but hasn't 
challenged the leadership's prac­
tices. They exist only on paper. 
For a long time the men were 
so d i s c o u r a g e d they were 
apathetic, but now with this 
wildcat some people may start 
thinking." 
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From The Auto Shops 
Fleetwood 

DETROIT, Mich. — I saw 
where the president of GM, 
Roche, said that the price in­
crease for 1969 cars didn't 
eover the increased cost of 
putting out cars and GM 
would have to get money 
back out of the operations of 
building the car. 

Well that is what they are 
trying to do right now at 
Fleetwood. They have the 
whole plant tied down. Get­
ting more money out of the 
operations of building the 
car must mean working peo­
ple to death, because that is 
what they are doing here. 

We are working ten hours a 
day. But it is not that so much 
as the speedup. It is really 
terrible and guys are getting 
disciplined all the time for being 
unable to keep up a job and 
going in the hole. 

Everyone is really mad about 
it and many want to strike but 
the procedures for striking are 
really something. First you have 
to take a strike vote, then notify 
the international, then after five 
days you notify the .company,-
then you have tfr wait more> 
time and finally you can strike. | 

Meanwhile you have to keep 
working on the job which the 
c o m p a n y has set impossible 
standards on. 

You can write the grievance 
on the job on form 78 and give 
it to the committeeman. Then 
the committeeman and the com­
pany sit down to settle it. The 
worker has no say after he 
writes up the grievance. A com­
mitteeman might cover 200 guys, 
and if 120 write up their jobs, 
it might be a couple of weeks 
before he ean even look at your 
job. 

Meanwhile the company can 
work you to death. 

This long delay in being able 
to have a strike, the inadequate 
union representation — all mean 
that the worker has no power 
to act, to come up with his 

own solutions to the problems 
he finds in the plant. We need 
to get to a position where we 
can control our own lives,, in 
the plant and out. 

Fleetwood Worker 

Highland Park 
DETROIT, Mich.—One of the 

departments in our plant has 
a reputation for getting rid of 
foremen right and left. It's a 
department composed of young 
men and women, old men and 
women, Negroes and whites. 
How much more integrated 
can you get than that? 

Recently they got rid of one 
older white foreman, who tried 
to push the department too 
hard. Then they made a young 
fellow foreman. He was going 
to "reform" all the workers. 
They got him out, too. 

Then they tried a two-year 
college man. He was going to 
"straighten t h e department 
out" The company said the 
workers would not be allowed 
to drive him out, no matter 
what. But be didn't last very 
long either. In fact, there were 
25 grievances filed against him 
in one week. 

It doesn't seem to matter, 
really, whether the foreman 

.comes out of college or out of 
the workers' ranks. There is a 
division between workers and 
foremen no matter who they 
are. The foremen are supposed 
to do all the thinking and the 
workers are supposed to do all 
the working. 

When a man becomes a fore­
man be seems to think he has 
been transformed, and can 
think for all. But the workers , 
are constantly showing him 
that the capitalist paradise he 
thinks he is in, with all power 
in his hands, is a myth. 

None of the foremen have 
been able to "reform" the 
workers, somehow. Now the 
company, is trying to find a 
foreman to put in the depart­
ment who won't even try to 
reform them. 

—Chrysler Worker 

Wallace: Anti-Union Racist 
Here are some facts that all workers, white and black, 

should know agout George Wallace, a man who is against 
' white workers as well as all black people. 

LAW AND ORDER 
George Wallace's Alabama has a murder rate that is the 

highest of any State in the nation—11.7 per 100,000 population— 
and more than 9© per cent higher than the national average 
of 6.1 per 100,000 population. 

George Wallace's Alabama has an aggravated assault rate 
that is the 4th highest among all the states in the nation— 
183.5 per 100,000 population—and is more than 40 per cent 
higher than the national average of 128.0 per 100,000. 
LABOR AND WAGES 

George Wallace's Alabama had a per capita personal in­
come in 1967 of $2,163. This is 3rd from the bottom among the 
states and is $996 below the national average. 

• George Wallace's Alabama has jobless rates that are 
among the highest in the nation—4.3 per cent as compared 
with the national rate of 3.5 per cent. 

, George Wallace's Alabama has one of the nation's worst 
programs for workmen's compensation benefits. Forty-three 
states have higher benefits than Alabama. 

George Wallace's Alabama has almost non-existent child 
labor laws. 

George Wallace's Alabama has no minimum wage law and 
has a Right-to-Work anti-labor law. 
EDUCATION AND TAXES 

George Wallace's Alabama has the highest sales tax on 
food—6 per cent—in the nation. 

George Wallace's Alabama ranks 49th among states in 
per pupil expenditures for education and has one of the highest 
illiteracy rates in the country. 

In short, George Wallace is against all workers, white as 
well as black. 

Chrysler Mack 
DETROIT, Mich.—At Chrys­

ler Mack the engineers and 
technicians have eliminated a 
number of workers' jobs in arc 
welding by replacing it with 
an automated welding mach­
ine. This machine, called CO. 
2, used tiny wire welding in­
stead of a rod five times the 
size. The material it welds has 
to be touching with no open 
spaces between. 

In an auto shop it is rare to 
get material which fits like 
that. The result is that with 
this machine one gets all sizes 
of holes and mis-welds on 
some of the most important 
parts of the car. 

One engineer said that some­
one must be getting a big kick­
back for putting on the CO. 
machine and eliminating the 
arc welders. They don't give a 
damn whether the car lasts 
three months or three years. 

When something goes wrong 
with a die they never stop to 
repair it until they have fin­
ished with all the material they 
have to run through. They ex­
plain this by saying that if 
they stop to fix it then they 
are paying workers to sit while 
it is being fixed, and if they 
have to send them home the 
company has to pay 85% of 
the wages for that day. They 
don't want to give the worker 
anything, nor lose a dime. 
Therefore the public pay for 
junk which advertising calls 
fine cars. 

Mack Worker 

Ford Rouge 
DETROIT, Mich.—The com­

pany is continuing the crack­
down that has been in effect 
since model changeover. They 
have not yet been able to set 
standards on many jobs. Yet 
they are writing workers up 
and sending some home. Work­
ers are tired of taking the 
blame for supervisory and en­
gineering mistakes. 

Take the trim line. One guy 
has a job fitting sideview mir­
rors on the door. In addition 
he puts some screws on the 
clips on the inside door panel. 
It is too much work and he 
keeps getting in the hole. 

The f o r e m a n sometimes 
would work with him but he 
got tired of that and wrote the 
guy up. So the guy got a day 
off after doing the best he 
could. It was impossible to fin­
ish his job given the speed of 
the line and the work space he 
had. 

In general, guys don't have 
enough working space. They 
are working right on top of 
each other and can't finish a 
job in time. 

Rouge Assembly 
Line Worker 

t * * 
DETROIT, Mich. — Rouge 

final assembly line foreman 
Warabes, don't intimidate or 
bully workers. We don't need 
any Mississippi-like foremen 
here. 

Rouge black foremen, just 
because you are black does 
not mean you can get more 
work out of black workers. 
Black workers will not do 
more work for black foremen, 
than for white. We must be 
treated like human beings by 
everyone, white or black. 

Why doesn't the union stop 
foremen from violating the 
contract by working on the 
line as utilitymen and repair­
men? Other workers who are 
unemployed need that job. 

Black Assembly 
Line Worker 

On the Line 

TwoHot Issues inPlant: 
Wallace and Area Seniority 

by John Allison 
The last UAW convention was no different than the 

GOP or Democratic conventions. All promise to love every­
body—as long as you wait and cause them no problems. 
A case in point is the issue dealing with area-wide senior­
ity; it was a hot issue at the UAW convention, but it never 
got to the convention floor. 

Why? Because the delegates 
from Chrysler locals were prom­
ised that the contract would be 
reopened at Chrysler to take care 
of this problem. Now, more and 
more, it is being revealed that 
the Chrylser Highland Park work­
ers will have to go to other plants 
of the corporation with no senior­
ity whatsoever. 

Both the UAW and Chrysler 
Corporation knew this before the 
contract was signed and before 
the convention was held. 
RUNAWAY PLANTS 

Chrysler is building new plants 
in Ohio and Pennsylvania, and is 
trying every trick in the book to 
try to get workers to transfer to 
these other plants. But the work­
ers are against uprooting them­
selves and their families and run­
ning to other states. The result is 
that both the corporation and the 
UAW are now saying that it is 
too late to do anything for these 
present workers who have a very 
definite vested interest in Chrys­
ler Corporation. Many of them 
have given their whole lives to 
production of profits for the cor­
poration, and also given much to 
swell the treasury of the UAW. 

They sure don't feel like it's 
asking too much for a little con­
sideration for themselves and 
their families. 

We have another hot Issue in 
the plant, and this is Wallace. The 
production workers are now Mam-
tag the UAW for the way the 
skilled division and the engineers 
are supporting Wallace for presi­
dent. 

These workers got most of the 
money gains in the last contract 
negotiated. They cried wolf when 
their dues went up to support the 
Ford workers on strike. Now they 
are spending money, taken from 
the production workers, on labor's 
worst enemy, George Wallace. 

Many workers are saying that 
not only will skOted workers and 
engineers go down the drain, but 
all of labor will suffer if we do 
not turn the tide. 
MUST FIGHT WALLACE 

Discrimiation in the shops has 
many side effects on what is hap­
pening now. Because racism has 
been allowed to continue and even 
grow by both the UAW and the 
corporations, you have the union 
unable to stand up to Wallace and 
his supporters* the way it ought to 
be able to. , 

It's a sad day, but the fact is 
that the record of the UAW union 
bureaucrats is so lousy that it's 
bard for any workers to believe 
them any more. But where the 
production workers don't have 
much faith in the union bureau­
crats, they know even better that 
Wallace means the end of the 
union completely, and they will 
lose everything they ever gained. 

Out of a sick nation comes the 
second Hitler of our times. We 
are eyewitnesses to a history of 
the wrong kind. 

Hair a Hazard 
Says U.S. Steel 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—We had 

an issue in the shop (U.S. 
Steel) about a month ago. 
The company has an appren­
ticeship program in which 
there is only one Negro who 
has stuck so far. The com­
pany is doing everything pos­
sible to hold on to him. 

Some workers In the apprentice 
program like to wear beards and 
mustaches. The supervisor is an 
ardent boy scout leader and I 
think he still feels he is running 
the troops. He put out a directive 
that all men with beards and 
long hair will have to have their 
hair cut. 

SHAVE AND HAIR CUT 
He systematically took each ap­

prentice off to the side and told 
him to shave his beard off or cut 
his hair, etc. 

When you are an apprentice 
you are not protected by the 
union. If the company wants to 
dismiss yon they can. 

He was Instrumental in getting 
all but one of the apprentices to 
cut his hair and/or shave his 
beard. This worker wouldn't go 
along with it even though he had 
only three or four months to go. 
He said he didn't care if they 
gave him his papers because he 
was leaving anyway. 

TACKLES OLDER WORKERS 
The superintendent got so 

brazen he began to approach 
the older workers, too. He ap­
proached one in .. the street and 
told him, "I think you look better 
without that mustache." The 
worker thought he was only kid­
ding. About two days later the 
superintendent called him into his 
office. He bad a razor and shav­
ing cream and said, "I still think 
you look better with your mus­
tache shaved off." 

The worker said, "I am not 
going to cut this mustache off for 
anybody." He said, "Have you 
looked around the shop? Ninety-
nine percent of the Negroes have 
beards and mustaches yet you 
have not said a word to them." 

WORK HAZARD? 
The superintendent still insist­

ed he shave bis mustache off and 
said if he didn't shave it off he 
would have to wear a shield. He 
said the mustache was a hazard 
in his work. 

The worker told the Super, 
"Ton have More hair on your 
arms titan I nave on my lip, bat 
yea dent go around wearing long 
sleeves." 

Finally, the supervisor told the 
worker he could keep the mus­
tache as long as it was kept 
trimmed. They haven't said any­
thing about the beards since. 
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Editorial 

Spread of Wallaceism Shows 
Depth of National Crisis 

The spread of Wallace-ism in the Northern industrial states, 
and the pressure of black workers alarmed at its growth in the 
shops, has finally forced the labor bureaucracy to reveal the "truth 
about Wallace": that this "law and order" champion's own state 
of Alabama has the highest crime rate in the entire country (in­
cluding the greatest per capita number of murders and aggravated 
assaults); the highest illiteracy; and the lowest wages. His state 
police have one of the most vicious union-busting records in the 
land. Alabama workers have no minimum wage law, no child-
labor laws, and one of the highest rates of unemployment in the 
country. 

"But it is not only his anti-labor record the labor bureaucrats 
must expose" as one production worker put it, "it is his racism 
that they have not been exposing." That is precisely the Achilles' 
heel of the labor movement. 

Wallace has been reaching out for white workers, "the little 
man", — a la Hitler — because "divide and rule" has always been 
the tactic of the demagogue. But the labor bureaucracy cannot fight 
this divisive force within its own ranks so long as it remains tied 
to the regular capitalist parties and refuses to see both that racism 
has been necessary to capitalism since its birth, and that the Negro 
has been the vanguard of every forward movement in the history 
of this country. It is a fact of life that without the unity of white 
and black labor, white labor cannot win its battles against either 
management or the labor bureaucracy. Even more, without that 
unity, not only the black masses, but white labor itself stands in 
mortal danger (see "On the Line," p. 3). 
POLICE STATISM IN ACTION 

The specter of Wallace-ism, like the spectacle of the Repub­
lican and Democratic conventions, are the signs of a society so 
sick that it is actually in its death throes. What other possible 
explanation for the brutality against the black community in 
Miami, and the clubbing, kicking, gassing and Mace-ing of any 
who got in the way of Mayor Daley's Gestapo in Chicago? It 
was not in the halls, but in the streets, that the reality of both 
the Republican and Democratic conventions was revealed. 

While Wallace is making a big campaign point about running 
' over any demonstrator who would dare sit down in front of his 
car — and has a -long history of atrocities in Alabama to prove 
he MEANS it — Daley demonstrated how to do it Northern-style. 
The outrage of the press — when they saw the face of fascism 
in the cops who beat up the cameramen first, the bloodied heads 
of both the young demonstrators and doctors who rushed to their 
aid, the barbed wire, helicopters and army bayonets — may well 

' be all that prevented an even more vicious bloodbath. 
All the recent defense for Mayor Daley's brutality cannot erase 

that page from history or from the memories of the horrified mil­
lions who watched a police-state-in-action on the streets of Chicago 

,tbat week. Nor can it be denied that it was this climate in the 
country that encouraged the "brazen beating of Black Panther 
supporters by a mob of off-duty policemen right in a courtroom 
in New York, and the shooting-up of their headquarters by on-duty 
policemen in California. . 

Daley's current righteousness because nobody was killed in 
Chicago does not fool black workers who feel sure that had there 
been more blacks in the Chicago protests, many would have been 

-.snot. • 
THE THREAT AND THE CHALLENGE 
••••• These frightening spectacles, however, are not the whole truth. 
"The truth is that those in power have felt' them hecesssary because 
that is the only way they can see to try to stem the tide of the 
growing revolt against their system — a system which has been 
waging a barbaric and seemingly endless war in Vietnam for 
four years; has-been described by a Presidential Commission as 
."two nations, one white and one black, separate and unequal"; 
cannot solve its permanent unemployment even during wartime; 
or end the poverty of millions of its citizens, both black and white, 
in the midst of unprecedented "affluence". It is when the "all 
powerful" cannot solve their crises that they are driven instead 
to try to crush the revolt against them. The signs "Chicago^Prague" 
that greeted Mayor Daley's cops said volumes. 

Only their bankruptcy can explain why the racist brew of 
"law and order" — spiced up with a few choice phrases here and 
there—has turned out to be the dish all the capitalist candidates 
are offering this year. Only their impotence could have scared 
the "respectable candidates", Nixon and Humphrey, so witless 
that they have been reduced to aping a sawdust little Caesar like 
Wallace. 

At the same time, only the fact that the constantly increasing 
police brutality against the demonstrators has failed to stop the 
ever-growing black revolt and anti-war movement, has made Wal­
lace'feel the need to appeal to parts of the working class. 

Hitler could not peddle what turned out to be nothing more 
than outright genocide for six million Jews, and slavery for all 
the German people, without hiding it behind come-on phrases 
like "National Socialism." Over three decades later, Wallace is 
trying to peddle his naked white racism by clothing it in the 
pretense that he is for the "common man." 

His choice of retired General Curtis LeMay as a Vice-Presiden­
tial running mate will, hopefully, bring those for whom there was 
any doubt to the full realization of what Wallace really stands for: 
total barbarism. To declare, as Curtis LeMay did, that "to a mili­
tary man, the nuclear bomb is just another weapon in the arse­
nal," and one that he would not hesitate to use in any war, includ­
ing Vietnam, is sheer madness. The horror that the American 
people felt at the possibility of a nuclear holocaust did much to 
cost Goldwater the election in 1964. The possibility is even more 
terrifying today, when the world stands on the brink of disaster 
in one spot after another around the world. 

The workers as a whole will surely regain their good class 
sense in sufficient time. Yet the alarm at the growth of Wallace-ism 
is well-founded. The Krupps in Germany financed Hitler and as­
sured his victory only when they saw fascism as the only alter­
native to an entirely new world that the workers of Germany were 
on the threshold of winning. That is the threat — And the chal­
lenge, i , t • , 

Readers9 

WORKERS, WALLACE 
AND THE ELECTIONS 
The best article I ever read 

was the one in your last issue 
on Wallace. The union should 
have done something about 
letting workers know what he 
really stands for a long time 
ago. What I want to know 
about now, after reading your 
paper, is what Marxism really 
is. 

Black Production Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
. The . 1968 presidential elec- , 

tion offers nobody a choice — 
nobody except the racists on 
their "law and order" kick. 
Wallace offers the horror of 
fascism, and Humphrey and 
Nixon can't do anything 
against him because they rep­
resent the system that is fall­
ing apart at the seams. As one 
guy said to me at work: "Yea, 
I think we'll be in the streets 
instead of the polls. That's the 
only way we'll get anything 
we want." 

Hospital Worker 
New York 

* * * 
The PAC was c o m i n g 

around trying to sell tickets in 
our shop for "political action" 
—before they had even come 
out to-endorse anybody. The 
workers refused to buy any­
thing. All the black workers 
were asking the .bureaucrats 
who the tickets were for, Wal­
lace? 

Everybody thinks .that Reu-
ther called off the original con-

. vention that was. supposed to 
endorse a candidate because 
he was afraid'of the Wallace-
ites'in the plants, and afraid to 
endorse Humphrey. It isn't so 
much that the workers wanted 
Reuther to launch a big pro-
Humphrey campaign. They 

-just wanted him to launch - a 
strong anti-Wallace fight. Now 
they have finally got around to 
doing something, but it seems 
like too little and too late to 
most of us. The black workers 
iff our shop are very worried. 

Production Worker 
Detroit 

* * * 
Wallace isn't fooling any­

body. He stands for white rac­
ism, and white racists are the 
only ones he is attracting. -His 
"popularity" just proves how 
right that Presidential Com­
mission was when it called 
ours a white racist society to 
the core! 

Technician 
Pittsburgh 

* * * 
Alabama has the highest 

m u r d e r rate in the whole 
country—but the black work­
ers in our shop are betting 
that the murder rate is really 
even higher. Alabama doesn't 
even count a lot of-the Negroes 
who are murdered by whites. 

Wallace is trying to pretend 
that the crime rate is so high 
there because Negroes are go­

ing around' murdering other 
Negroes on ' Saturday night. I 
wonder if he' really thinks 
people are so dumb that they 
don't remember the murders 
of the four little girls in the 
Birmingham church bombing, 
or Viola Liuzzo, or Rev. Reeb, 
or the hundreds of Negroes 
who have given theijj lives 
there? 

Black Worker 
Cleveland 

* * * 
It is very clear that the 1968 

Presidential Sweepstake is rig­
ged. You just can't win no 
matter' how you play it. Some­
one or something it seems has 
stacked the tickets in, their 
favor. The list of prizes range 
from Humphrey - Wallace -
Nixon to Nixon - Humphrey -
Wallace or Wallace - Hum­
phrey - Nixon. Great prizes, 
huh? 

The only way to really win 
is not to even try. That is to 
say the Best Vote is No Vote. 
I believe that the only way 
for the people to win is to boy­
cott the polls and elect no 
President for the next four 
years. Because the last 34 or 
so have shown themselves to 
be of no value at all. This is 
your last chance to vote your 
way, so don't. 

Black Militant 
Detroit 

* * * 
I can't believe that any man 

who works for a living in a 
factory and has to face .that 
line every day would really 
v6te for a map like Wallace, 
no matter what the. polls, say. 

Black Working Wioman 
Detroit 

* * * ! 
How • smart just being a 

Negro in our age makes-you. 
Whitney Young certainty put 
it well,when he said Whites 
may think they.can. afford to 
go through ,the experience of 
a Wallace, but Negroes 'know 

..they can't. It takes one who 
has gone through the experi­
ence of Hitler to fully appre­
ciate what he was saying. 

Old Politico 
Chicago 

• * * * 

The Wallace candidacy for 
president of the U.S. is an in­
sult and a direct threat to all 
the social, economic and poli­
tical gain's that have, been, 
made in our unions through 
many years of sacrifice-.and 
s t r u g g l e . We must., join 
shoulder to shoulder anq tell 
it like it is! Wallace's slogan 
of law and order is jasl an­
other word for racism and 
denial of basic freedoms for 
some Americans. 

Wallace, a man who talks 
about respect for law and 
order, is the same Wallace 
who a few years ago as Gov­
ernor of Alabama stood in the 
schoolhouse door to defy an 
executive order of law .from 
the attorney general of the 
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U.S. and prevent a black child 
from entering a previously all 
white public high school. 

This is the same Wallace 
that has promised to destroy 
the Bill of Rights which is part -
of our constitution. Remember 
Hitler rose to power playing 
on hate, fear and racism. 
Millions died. 

—Ford Rouge Worker. 
Detroit 

GRAPE BOYCOTT 
HELP NEEDED 

The farm workers who are 
fighting for a decent wage and 
working conditions need yonr 
help in their grape boycott. 
If you would like to volun­
teer some time to the cam­
paign, or help picket on Fri­
days and Saturdays, write to: 

United Farm Workers 
Organizing Committee 

3500 Howard Street 
Detroit, Mich. 48216 

or call 825-4811 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
What a magnificent report 

from Czechoslovakia in your 
Aug.-Sept. issue! I hope you 
can come out with a pamphlet 
on the struggle there whsteh 
will include that, and anything 
else you can write from your 
Marxist-Humanist standpoint. 

Student 
Montreal 

Editor's Note: We are hoping 
to have such a pamphlet hy-
next month. 

* * * 
The morning after the1 Has-' 

sian invasion of Czechoslova­
kia, Columbia SDS and others 
organized a demonstration. 
Several hundred of us, stu­
dents for the most part, but 
also some older people (eg. 
Doctor Spock) marched in a 
long line as. .close as the cope 
would let us get to the Rus­
sian U.N. mission. 

The impressive thing was 
the virtual absence of the 
Right and the clear anti-capi­
talist nature of the protest 
against the Warsaw Pact, 
which just about everybody 
viewed as part of the interna­
tional imperialist club, or pot 
calling-the-kettle - black brig­
ade. 

Rutgers Student 
New Jersey • 

* * * . 
The radio has just brought 

news of -the invasion of Czech-
o s 1 o v a k i a. Czechoslovakia 
seems to equal Greece, in the-, 
sense that Prague is East and: : 
Athens is West, and nothing 
can change the situation, sot 
even a great "popular" move­
ment as there was in both 
countries. Not, unless there 
comes international help from 
the workers of all other coun­
tries, and in particular of *be 
communist ones. 

The Italian Communist Par­
ty's first declaration after the 
invasion was clearly critical, 
even if it still spoke of "friend­
ship" towards the Russian 
comrades. This is the first 
time, not that the Italian Com­
munist Party is critical tor 
wards U.S.S.R. but that, ft 
takes its position immediately, 
"the day after," without wait­
ing to see how things wiB JS»--
nish before speaking. 

Teacher 
Genoa, itafy 

* » * 
Russia is from now onwards 

on the defensive against the 
forces of freedom. She has 
less friends than ever before. 
EveH those who peddled*, the , 
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Views 
lies about Hungary are now-
singing a very different tune. 
I note, however, that Gus Hall 
provided Russia with a great 
deal of comfort. What a clown 
he must be. 

The British Communist Par­
ty describes the action as a 
"tragic error." The leaders of 
the Labour' Party who spoke 
at the protest demonstration 
are hypocrites . . . 

There is the fact, of course, 
that the situation .is seen by 
all the leaders as one that con­
cerns the Communist Parties 
only. Unfortunately for all of 
them, the people of Czechoslo­
vakia refuse to be ignored. 
They are showing great cour­
age. Regardless of what kind 
of conditions the Kremlin may 
try to impose, the people of 
that Jittle country will do much 
to determine the future of 
Europe. If the British Com­
munists imagine that the old 
relations can be re-established 
they are living in a fool's para­
dise. 

The way in which the people 
expressed themselves in this 
situation is magnificent. It will 
never be forgotten. They have 
performed a great service to 
the people of the world. 

Harry McShane 
Glasgow 

j * * * 

The Russian invasion of 
Czechoslovakia must be view­
ed as an integral part of the 
world-wide reactionism on the 
part of the ruling classes in 
response to the rising tide of 
revolutionary « m o v e m e n t 
throughout the world. Even 
the Catholic Church, which 
was'showing a trend toward 
the liberalization of its dogma, 
now swings back to its tradi­
tional stance, e.g. the hard 
line on birth control. French 
repressive action which' saw 
Communists teaming up with 
the Gaullist right wing against. 

• the popular student-worker re­
volt is another example. 

In the U.S. there is a grow-
. ing political reactionism to th<> 

growing Leftist movement: 
the "popular" support for 
.Wallace, the nomination of 
Nixon and Agnew, and the 
spectacle of the Democratic 
National Convention. 

With racism displayed at 
every turn, right up to the re­
fusal of the Establishment to 
allow, a seconding speech for 
Julian B o n d ' s nomination, 
that convention acted as the 
funeral for the illusion of 
American Democracy. 

Seen in this context, the 
Russian invasion acts as . a 
symbolic token of victory for 
world reactionism. It strength­
ens the position of the ruling 
class here as well as in Rus­
sia without damaging the 
"peaceful co-existence" pact of 
the two powers. 

New Readers 
California 

* * * 
THE "NEW LEFT" 

The brutality of the cops in 
Chicago was horrible. But what 
worries me more is that all 
the "New Left" seems con­
cerned about any more is the 
tactics of how to fight them. 
Who is talking about the phil­
osophy of the Movement, or 
where it wants to go? 

Youth 
Chicago 

* * * 
I don't go for the "lesser of 

two evils" philosophy, either— 
but it shows a self-imposed 
blindness and deafness on the 

. part of i the ^o-caUe4 "New , 
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Left" to exert all the attacks 
on Humphrey, and let not only 
Nixon, but even Wallace, get 
off with hardly a whimper. 
Black people have been car­
rying on the anti-Wallace pro­
tests so far almost alone. 

Instead of just screaming 
louder and louder, when will 
these so-called "revolutionar­
ies" learn to stop for just one 
minute to listen to what the 
black workers are saying? 

Disgusted -
Detroit 

* * * 
We went to the anniversary 

march at Grand Park on Sept. 
29, which was big, orderly and 
ordinary. Observers said it was 
the largest Chicago ever had. 
The police estimate of the 
march of"6,OO0 was obviously 
ridiculous—there were at least 
20,000 and possibly even 45,000. 

The tenor was mostly anti­
war and some anti-Daley and 
Wallace. The lead speaker at 
the rally lumped Nixon, Hum­
phrey, Wallace, Johnson and 
Daley together, but as usual 

• nothing was proposed, but an­
other march. , 

" Marcher 
Chicago 

MEXICAN POVERTY 
The rebellions in U.S. cities 

are reported in Mexican pa­
pers without editorial comment 
and without any emphasis on 
police brutality. However, in 
special feature articles, the 
living conditions of American 
Negroes are shown in all their 
degrading reality.. 

There is no real comfort in 
• this accurate reporting, since 

this is another way of being 
critical of U.S. policy and 
avoiding the question of pov­
erty in the midst of the Mexi­
can "continuous revolution 
since 1910." 

Student 
Mexico 

ED. NOTE: See "Our Life and 
Times," P. 8. 

* * * 

BLACK AND WHITE 
Black workers in the Rouge 

plant complain of discrimina­
tion against them. 

My husband works on the 
assembly line at the Rouge 
Plant and he is white. He also 
would like to get an inspect­
or's job or any "easier" job 
after seven years on the line. 
He also sees black men hired 
off the street getting inspector 
jobs and better jobs in gen­
eral than he has. So you see 
the problem really isn't "black 
or white," it's that there is 
no promotion or up grading of 
individuals. 

There should be a system 
whereby .a man starts on a 

hard or low paying job and 
is able to work himself up to a 
better paying or easier job 
as his seniority increases. 

A couple of years ago he 
was accepted for a job in the 
steel mill which would mean 
more money. However, his 
foreman would "not release" 
him from his job. He did not 
pursue the issue for fear of 
retaliation. I agree with you 
that the union is not very 
effective. 

Worker's Wife 
Detroit 

* * * 
A white worker came over 

to me when I was selling 
Black Mass Revolt at a Ford 
Rouge gate and told me we 

' -ought'to have something about 
the white "workers in there, 
too. "There are plenty of white 
workers in revolt, too," he 
said. 

Then a black worker at a 
Chrysler gate who had once 
bought - American Civilization 
on Trial from me, told me that 
if we could put together what 
we were saying in both these 
pamphlets we could really sell 
them — td white and black 
workers alike. 

Ethel Dunbar 
Detroit 

* * * • 

AN APPEAL 
. Chen Yu-hsi, a Taiwanese 

national, who attended the 
University of Hawaii from 
1964 to 1968, left for Tokyo 
in August 1967. In February 

. 1968,. the Japanese Immigra­
tion Authority deported him 
to Taiwan, where he was im­
mediately arrested and held 
without charge for six months. 

He came to trial August 1, 
charged with sedition on the 
basis of books he read and 
people he associated with at 
the University, and articles he 
allegedly wrote while in Japan. 
He was sentenced to seven 
years in prison, and is appeal 
ing for a re-trial. 

We would like to aid Chen 
by giving his case the widest 
publicity and hope you will 
help in this. We would also 
like to have as many personal 
letters as possible sent to the 
Foreign Ministry of the Re­
public of China, in Taipei, ex­
pressing concern over his fate. 

Finally,' we are trying to 
raise $2500 to pay for his 
lawyer at the re-trial. Contri­
butions may be sent to Chen 
Yu-hsi Defense Fund, c/o 
Student-Faculty Union, Box 
12B40 Campus Mail, Univers­
ity of Hawaii, Honolulu, Ha­
waii, 96822. 

Student-Faculty Union 
University of Hawaii 

TWO WORLDS 
Editor's Note: Raya Dunayevskaya has turned over her column 
this issue to Ivan Svitak, Marxist Humanist lecturer at Charles 
University in Prague, long one of the most active critics of 
totalitarian concepts of Communism. Born in 1925, Svitak spent 
his youth on a forced labor squad in an iron foundry during the 
Nazi occupation in World War II. He was a contributor to the 
international symposium on Socialist Humanism and wrote the 
following during the "democratization period'' before the Russian 
invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

THE CURRENT CRISIS 
By IVAN SVITAK 

The three-monlhs intermezzo between totalitarian dictatorship 
and socialist democracy ended with the adoption of the democratiza­
tion programme by the communist party. Only now could the second 
stage of the democratization process start, a stage that is much 
more significant than the first one, a stage that will decide the 
character of the future political relations. The second stage will 
decisively be influenced by the central political question. 

This question—formulated in different ways—is: Do six million 
non-party members, citizens of this country, have the same political 
rights as members of the communist party—or should they ,be 
given only a greater amount of freedom, not endangering ^he 

| privileges of the party members? Are we going to have democratic, 
j free and secret elections or are we going to play the old game wjth 
j ne>y people? Are we going to live in a sovereign European st^te 
I with a polycentric political system or in a non-sovereign state 
formation, whose leading representatives fear most of all tank-

: divisions of their own allies? 
PRAGUE SPRING 

What happened in the first democratization stage that has been 
concluded in March? There were two types of changes: seemingly 

1 significant personnel changes, which are, however, structurally 
insignificant, and much more important structural changes carried 
out sometimes by people of the old political configuration. The first 
type of changes evoked mass excitement as they were accompanied 

: by a well canalized demagogy against the scapegoats that are to 
I pay for the sins. The second type of changes brought about an 
unusual, unique, precisely carried out and improvised, but after 
all, an unwanted political turn. 

The personnel, structurally insignificant changes were so far 
carried out in the supreme offices and represented the personnel 
exchange of the First Secretary of the Communist Party, the 
President, the Government, the Chairman of the National Assembly, 

, the Presidium and Secretariat of the Communist Party and some 
, representatives of mass organizations. The totalitarian dictatorship 
carried out an exchange of persons, publicly proclaimed its crisis 

1 and the desire for a new form of political life. 
At the same time it left untouched, all its mechanisms and 

did not rid one single representative of the old course of his 
mandate as deputy nor of .his place as a member of the central 

I committee of the communist party. The progressives and the con-
1 servatives made a temporary compromise which must soon fall 
apart, because it is impossible to continue in the demagogic search 

.of the offenders in the person of the prosecutor Urvalek and such 
like, who are linked by absurd bonds with, their .own victims. 

The personnel exchange of communists in leading positions is 
finished. Non-party members could not have their say in itbis 
matter, although the government also wants to be their govern­
ment. If you want to hear our voice, then extend the government 
by the representatives of six million adults—non-party members. 
We have just as good candidates as these nominated by the com­
munist party and perhaps even better ones. 

BESIDES personnel changes there were also a number of 
fundamental structural changes, which are much more significant 
guarantees of democracy than the new persons: 

1. an actual, although not legal freedom of press and a limited 
application of other freedoms, mainly the freedom ' of 
assembly. 

2. a spontaneous wave of political demands, dominant among 
which is the demand for rehabilitation- of political victims. 

3. the coming into existence of the first associations, discussion 
clubs or bodies of existing institutions, where ipso' facto an 
alternative of the existing policy is being created. 

i The- value of these structural changes is exceedingly high, 
I but it must be expected that pressure will be directed against 
them in the sense of their gradual limitation and regulation. We 
must, therefore, develop our civil rights, energetically and con­
scientiously, without demagogy against the communists, but unyield­
ingly, quickly, in the masses of the non-party members, hie et nuno, 
here and now. 

Besides these two types of changes one.should also note those 
changes that did not take place. Besides people, nothing has. so 

| far been changed in the mechanism of totalitarian dictatorship and 
| its heritage. Intelligent and able politicians at the head of a 
monopoly apparatus of power are much more dangerous . than 
simple dads, who are not even able to choose for this coup d'etat 
able generals. 

The political structure did not change. The National Front 
is being artificially revived only for the old game to continue in 
it. If anybody today represents the nation then, it is not the 
old political parties, which represent only institutionalized colla­
boration. The ideas of the National Front expressing wider, above-
party interest is not foreign to us, but we must openly admit that 
in their present form the non-communist parties and organizations 
represent all kinds of things, only not the nation, ideas ©r 
democracy. 

* * * 
THE MODEL of democratic competition for power is not ideal, 

but it is the best that exists today. In the history of political theory 
and in the constitutions, of states, theoretically better mechanisms 
of the execution of power have been proposed many times. They 
were either not put into practice, or they collapsed into worse 
systems endangering human freedom much more than the impes-

:' (Continued <m'Page* 7) 



Page 6 H E W S & LETTERS October, 1968 

Doing and Thinking 
By Bernard Wendell 

Young Maoist Mentality 
I attended a recent meet­

ing of high school SDS whose 
purpose was to discuss the 
Communist Manifesto. I was 
optimistic about the effect 
going back to original Marx­
ist sources would have on 
the consciousness of those 
involved in the discussion. I 
should have known better. 

The "discussion" turned out 
to be little more than endless 
quotations by the discussion 
leader^ interspersed with fre­
quent demands for the "au­
dience" to paraphrase what 
Marx and Engels were saying 
at key points. It was unfortunate 
.that this dominated the discus­
sion, but it was nothing corn-

its revolutionary potential. I 
began to discuss the matter with 
them bnt the meeting dissolved 
before we had gone very far. 

In general, whenever I had 
an opportunity to bring up work­
ers' control of production I was 
ignored. The whole thing led 

pared to some of the statements me to some pretty devastating 

Y 0 U T H 
High School 
and Radicals 

Malverne, N.Y.—Malverne 
School District, the scene of 
one of the first major open 
community splits concerning 
the bussing of black students 
to attain a reasonable degree 
of integration on the elemen­
tary school level, is once 
again calm after a period of 
over seven years of turmoil. 

The feelings of bigotry and 
prejudice have once again re­
turned to the hidden recesses of 
each individual's consciousness, 

the American working class and' So the great liberals have done 
it and their consciences have 

class in America?" in a very 
serious tone. Either he was play­
ing games or he hadn't learned 
his Maoist slogans except in 
matters of foreign policy. 

But most of the "audience" 
(which was about evenly di­
vided between members and 
non-members) honestly admitted 
their lack of knowledge about 

made by the "r-r-revolutionary" 
discussion leader. 

At one point he stopped dis­
cussing the Manifesto and turn­
ed to the subject of the East 
European situation, particularly 
about how Czechoslovak COTI-
munism is being endangered by 
the "bourgeois opposition." "The 
Communist P a r t y in Czech­
oslovakia has lost control of 
40% of its press. Now what kind 
of Communist Party is it if it 
can't even control its own mem­
bers?" 

CONTROL OF PRODUCTION 
I think my mouth was hang­

ing open after hearing such a 
statement. I pointed out that the 
"bourgeois opposition" that he 
was referring to was in fact the 

conclusions about the young 
Maoist mentality. 

I think Marx once called the 
anarchist of his day a "bourgeois 
turned inside out." The anarch­
ists, of course, have changed a 
lot, bnt this phrase seems per­
fectly descriptive of the type of 
pseudo-revolutionary I am dis­
cussing. These young Maoists 
have emancipated themselves 
from the American mythology 
only to fall prey to the Chinese 
mythology. They can master a 
mountain of facts to disprove 
America's alleged democracy, 

been appeased! Now back to the 
crabgrass for them. 
REAL CHALLENGE 

But here is where the real 
challenge b e g i n s . Hopefully, 
these elementary school level 
students will learn for them­
selves to judge individuals as 
such, and rot beeome puppets 
of their elders' prejudices. 

For them, I ean only hope, 
but those who have already 
awakened to the realities of this 
society must be shewn the alter­
natives. Having observed the 
situation at Malverne High 
School, I must ask if the blacks 
truly wawt a change as we d», 
or just to make it on whitey's 
terms? 

The atmosphere at Malverne 
High School is not one which 
is conducive to political radical­
ism or even to conservatism. It 
is one of apathy. The whites are 
all middle class and comfortable. 
Most of the blacks are middle 

The Student As Convict 

show just how alien to Marxism 
the Communist regimes are. 

And, like their "non-liberated" 
struggle"ofworkers"and students m ! ^ e « l a s s fellows (they are 
against oppression, and that, as middle class youth by their own 

but they ignore all the facte that class, due to their parents' hard 

in Hungary, the liberal wing ©f admission I am not making 

and long hours of work to keep 
up with whitey. But the black 
students are restless, and they 
are demanding r e s p e c t and 
equality (with some voicing de­
mands of superiority) so they 
can enjoy their cars, records, 
and § to 5 hours later on in 
life. 

NEED MORE CONTACTS 
The reports in News A Let 

the Communist Party was trying a n accusation"), the concrete-
to make the reforms necessary n e s s o f worker's control has no 
to prevent a popular revolution mea«MnS * » them; it is totally 
against Communism. replaced by political abstrac­

tions. 
J t a T & L . 7™*er7L™ « * slavish kow-towing to ^ J ^ ? * * ^ * ™ ^ 
of production and the free ^ao demonstrates the irresist-
society based upon it as the only i a b l e a u c t i o n which any state 
real measure of socialism. I J 0 * * w h l c h ml1 ™se t b e * We-

l ferred slogans exerts upon in-
My comments were met by 15 dividuals of the middle class. 

blank stares. The discussion . To sum up: Thinking themselves 
leader, seeing his theoretical | least bourgeois, these Maoists 
authority unchallenged, did little are in reality most bourgeois, 
more than grin and change the' 
subject 

Of course, now that Mao has 
taken up a position of condemn­
ing Russia's invasion, in terms, 
of course, of China's struggle 
with Russia for Communist lead­
ership, urging them, through 
Chou En-lai's speech, to "wage 
a revolutionary struggle" against 
the Russians, these Maoists are 
going to have problems. 

CHAIRMAN MAO 
So we continued "discussing 

the Communist Manifesto." The 
discussion leader mentioned how 
"Russia's economic policies may 
even seem bourgeois." This un­
consciously funny statement was 
answered by one of the discus­
sion leader's close associates, 
who glibly replied, "But, as 
Chairman Mao says, one revolu­
tion isn't enough; many revolu­
tions are needed to establish 
socialism in a country." 

I interjected that a revolution 
means a fundamental change in 
society, so how can something 
that must be repeated many 
times in the same country be 
ealled a revolution? 

IGNORE WORKERS 
Later on the discussion, leader 

raised such questions as, "Who 
is the American proletariat?" 
and "What's the revolutionary 

NfrL Youth Pamphlet 

FRANCE: SPRING 68 
Masses in Motion 
Ideas in Free Flow 
by Eugene Walker 

Price 10c 

Order From: News & Letters 
415 Brainord 
Detroit, Mich. 
48201 

Angeles and Detroit are en­
couraging. But based on my ex­
perience at Malverne H i g h 
School ihey are not as represent­
ative of high schools as we 
would like. 

We do not have a broad 
enough spectrum to consider it 
representative and should not 
fool ourselves into thinking that 
all high school students are 
similar, without finding high 
school contacts in other areas 
and comparing situations. Then 
we might try and form some 
conclusion. 

However those students al­
ready Associated with News & 
Letters are the first contacts 
with the vast body of students 
who realize that this ain't the 
way it should be. 

—High School Student 
New York 

THE MISSING LINK 
A Report to The Convention of News & Letters 

Committees by The National Chairman 

RAY A DUNAYEVSKAYA 
A. Three Decades of Intellectual Sloth: Masses as Creativity 

vs. Counter Revolution 
B. From Culture to Philosophy to Revolution, or Hegel's 

Phenomenology ami Mao's Cultural Revolution 
C Our Tasks: Black Mass Revolt and Labor vs. Racism; Stu­

dent Rebellion vs. "Culture"; Philosophy vs. Party 

I 

In the pamphlet "The 
Free Speech Movement and 
the Negro Revolution," Ap­
pendix I,* Joel Pinasleur, 
when describing the rape of 
UC Berkeley by the police, 
states: 

"This was no prison riot; yet, 
from the police response, you 
would have thought they were 
handling convicts, not students. 

. . ." (my emphasis) 
This, of course, is the issue— 

the essence, to the whole of our 
conflict. Our society is a prison— 
a prison of victims who through 
their lack of social-political con­
sciousness, their abdication of 
citizen responsibility and their 
passive acceptance of the peni­
tentiary boundaries i m p o s e d 
through "Law and Order—Main­
taining the Status Quo—the Illu­
sion of Democratic Representa­
tion," never meet the prison 
guard but under the most cordial, 
most disguised of conditions. 
COLLEGE PETITIONS 

Only in the ghettos of depressed 
America—only at that point where 
alienation, oppression, and the 
forces of civilized repression"con-
verge to force rebellion (in a 
myriad of subjective manifesta­
tions: drug usage, criminal activi­
ties of a wide variety, insanity, 
etc.), does the reality of this im­
prisoned society bear witness -to 
itself" in daily exercises of "con­
trol." Just recently have these 
farces objectively come to the 
fore in the scholarly battlefields 
of social-political awareness: the 
college campus! 

It then becomes realizable (in 
concrete — non - abstract terms) 
that students are convicts. Vic­
tims convicted before birth by the 
institutions of socialization; viola­
tors of laws which not only are 
the antithesis to humanity, but 
which are non-related to daily in­
terests of most students, but come 
as oppressive tools in the form of 
establishment channeling. Sen­
tenced to adjust, perform, com­
pete, behave, succeed, when at 
last they rebel against this unjust 
imprisonment (Berkely-Columbia-
Sorbonne), they b e c o m e that 
which they have always been: 
convicts in revolt, and treated as 
such. Thus, they begin to seek to 
identify with the revolutions of 
other convicted, imprisoned peo­
ples — not only in America, but 
with those enchained by capital­
ism throughout the world. 
CONVICTS ALL 

It is then that the vague and 
seemingly intangible nature of the 
student's subjective "oppression" 
—that which maintains the bar­
rier between the raw, objective 
nature of the oppression of Watts-
Detroit-Washington; the Nazism 
of Chicago; the genocide of Viet­
nam — becomes objectified. Ab­
stract alienation gains a real, a 
tangible form. The oppression is 
seen as identical; the oppressed, 
Convicts all! 

—Michael Maguire 

*A. News & Letters Pamphlet, 
Mario Savio—R. Dunayevskaya— 
Eugene Walker. 

International Assembly 
Confronts Columbia U. 

Columbia U., N.Y.—An In­
ternational Assembly of Rev­
olutionary Students was held 
here from Sept. 18-23 against 
a background of militant 
student action at Columbia 
and throughout the world. 

This was the first such con­
ference ever held in the U.S. and 
marks the beginning of a new 
stage of international thinking 
and activity for U.S. students. The 
Assembly, called by SDS and the 
Columbia Strike Committee, in­
cluded New Left activists from 
France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, 
Norway, England, Canada, Mex­
ico and the U.S. It grew out of 
a growing awareness on the part 
of American students that they 
are part of a world-wide move­
ment of youth revolt and. a de­
sire to exchange experiences. 
THE FIRST NIGHT 

The finest moment of the 
Assembly was the first night, 
where thought and actios were 
combined. That day, the delegates 
and Columbia strikers had been 
involved in a mass sit-in aimed 
at forcing the administration to 
register 29 students suspended 
for political activity at Columbia 
last spring. The university re­
taliated by banning SDS from the 
campus and refusing to allow the 
Assembly to meet in the; audi­
torium as planned. 

Nearly 1,000 people showed up 
at 8 p.m. to find the doors locked 
against them. With perfect order 
and disciplined u n i t y , they 
marched over to another Class­
room building, sat down, and be­
gan their discussion. Over 600 
people were packed into a room 
with space for 360, and they sat 
for three hours listening to re­
ports on the student and worker 
movements in France, Germany, 
and Italy. 

So serious was the discuss-
ion, that no one even mentioned 
the "illegality" of the meeting. 
Then, when the meeting was 

adjourned, they inarched through 
the streets, gathering a couple of 
hundred more students on the 
way, and massed in front of the 
Columbia president's mansion to 
protest the banning of SDS and 
Columbia's attack on free assem­
bly. 

AFTER FIRST NIGHT 
Unfortunately, despite the high 

level of youth struggle around 
the world, the meetings during 
the next five days were disap­
pointing. In contrast to the seri­
ousness and discipline of the first 
night, the Assembly degenerated 
into a kind of chaos-where, in­
stead of a dialogue on concrete 
issues, people shouted strident • 
and abstract speeches or called 
for action on this or that immedi­
ate issue. 

Nonetheless, some serious dis­
cussion did take place among in­
dividuals around the Assembly, 
and this first contact with mem­
bers of foreign movements will 
probably bear fruit. 

Meanwhile, at Columbia itself, 
SDS's rallies and sit-ins proved 
that the movement there is still 
very much alive, and the new 
administration's arbitrary decis­
ion to ban the organization gave 
the lie to all its hollow words and 
gestures * about "dialogue" and 
"reconciliation." 

Moreover, although the school 
year has not even begun on most 
campuses at M s writing, the 
mass sit-ins at S. Illinois State 
and elsewhere show that the Col­
umbia struggle was just a begin­
ning. As the French say, "Con-
tinuons le combat" 

Hertz 
Columbia U. 

Subscribe to and write for News & Letters—• 
end the division of mental and manual labor. 
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Discussion Article 

Race, Class Are Issued I n NY School Strike 
NEW YORK, N.Y. — The 

* world's largest school system 
has been shut down since 
Sept. 8 in a dispute involving 
the teacher's union (UFT), 
the city school board, and 
the newly created local 
school board of the predom­
inantly black Ocean Hill-
Brownsville community in 
Brooklyn. 

Ostensibly the fight is oyer the 
fate of 10 teachers who were 
transferred out of the district last 
spring by the local board. The 
UFT says that the right of these 
teachers to stay is a matter of 
principle. In fact, this issue is 
only a cover for a deeper struggle 
over who will control the schools: 
a struggle involving issues over 
race and class. 

TRANSFORM INTO OPPOSITE 

The UFT, forged in the mass 
teachers' strikes of three years 
ago, once stood for freedom and 
progress against the reactionary, 
entrenched school bureaucracy. 
Today, its leadership is allied 
with that bureaucracy and locked 
in a struggle against the de­
sires of the community for de­
centralized schools. 

The black community, having 
fought for years to desegregate 
the schools and having been un­
able to win quality integrated 
education from the city, is now 
demanding local control through 
decentralized local school boards. 

SCHOOL BUREAUCACY 

When the UFT won its rights 
five years ago, it saw its main 
enemy in Livingston St., the seat 
of the school bureaucracy. This 
bureaucracy was wb despotic and 
self-serving t h a t it literally 
weighed the teacher down with 
paperwork, kept her wages low, 
and transferred her arbitrarily 

to distant and unfamiliar schools. 
It also kept a stranglehold on 

the children, imposing an out­
moded curriculum little suited to 
the needs of ghetto dwellers, regi-'; 
menting their lives, and supply­
ing little in the way of education. 

Poor parents saw their chil­
dren's minds being destroyed in 
the schools; middle-class parents 
(including many teachers) de­
prived themselves in order to 
educate their kids privately. The 
situation was untenable for both 
parents and teachers. An alliance 
between the UFT and the poor 
minority - group parents seemed 
natural. Yet it did not take place. 
Why? 

UFT LEADERSHIP 

Unfortunately, the UFT leader­
ship rather than fighting for bet­
ter schools for all, fought to main­
tain the privileges of entrenched 
principals and supervisors: the 
aristocracy of the teaching pro-
fessioiu 

At the same time, they raised 
the specter of control by un­
trained, unprofessional "out­
siders," and the demagogic and 
racist issue of "the disruptive 
child," using union funds to fight 
decentralization in the legislature. 

Quite naturally, the community 
began to see the union as another 
white privileged group, and the 
community hostility increased the 
fears of the teacher rank-and-file, 
who now felt threatened. 

LOCAL BOARDS 
Meanwhile, the school officials, 

seeing the situation ready to ex­
plode in the ghettos, Med to buy 
their way out cheaply by pretend­
ing to give in to' the community 
demand for local control by cre­
ating a few local boards with 
ill-defined powers. The plan back­
fired, The local boards got the 
community behind them and be-

TITO WORLDS 

THE CURRENT CRISIS 

Italy and France 

CP Influence Still Strong, 
But Youth Are Rejecting It 

gan to assert their power, in 
particular the power to transfer 
teachers into other districts (a 
power the city-wide board has 
always had). 
RACISM? 

But what about the charges 
that the local board is "racist" 
in wishing to remove these white 
teachers? 

People must understand that 
jthe black ghetto is fighting for 
the survival of its children. The 
kids need to see images of black 
people in positions of authority 
as much as they need books it 
their minds are not to be crushed. 

Mostly, they need teachers who 
identify with them, who believe 
in their capacity to learn, rather 
than teachers who, however well-
intentioned, see them as "unfortu­
nate" and somehow "unteach-
able." 

With the lines so sharply drawn 
in the present crisis, it is inevit­
able that many genuinely dedi­
cated and concerned white teach­
ers will be removed along with 
the time-servers and patronizing 
liberals perhaps even to be re­
placed by unqualified or uncar­
ing blacks. This is a real tragedy 
of white America paying its debt 
of centuries of racism and neg­
lect — with the d e c e n t white 
Americans footing the biH. The 
failure" of the white teachers to 
unite with the black parents 
against the common class enemy 
has created losses for both 
groups. 
WHERE TO NOW? 

The new teacher union mili­
tancy that promised so much a 
few years ago has foundered on 
the rock of racism, like so many 
progressive American movements 
of the past. Now we can only 
tope that the Mack community, 
once it wins power, will be more 
magnanimous in victory than 
whites have ever been, because 
the UFT is fighting a rear-guard 
fight it can never win. 

Let us hope that teachers and. 
parents in other cities will learn 
the lesson of the N.Y. tragedy, 
and unite before both are de­
stroyed. 

Teacher, N.Y. 
GenoVa, Italy — You are 

right about the French Trot-
skyists (and I suppose about 
other left wing groups, too) 
lacking a new philosophy. 
Even if one may not like the 
word, one certainly agrees 
on what it means. And it is 
the same in Italy. 

The various groups here are in 
"political chaos." There are many 
groups, much work, great demon­
strations, but few words, few 
ideas, no organiaztion, no clear 
political perspective. 

So, on one side you have all this 
lack of organization and of "phi­
losophy" in the various left-wing 
groups. On the other hand you 
have the reality of the workers' 
struggles and of the Communist 
Party's influence on them. 

CP INFLUENCE 
Both in Italy and in France, 

you can't finish ' the Communist 
Party by just saying that it is the 
same as the "bourgeois order" 
for three reasons: 

First of all because the Com­
munist Party actually has still 
great influence on many workers 
and on their struggles. 

Next because the workers them­
selves still consider the Commu­
nist Party a useful organization, 
and in fact use it for what it is, 
not a revolutionary party but a 
reformist organiaztion that can 
help after a struggle to discuss 
with the owners. During a period 
of peace in the class struggle it 
can also work as a centre of dis­
cussion, naturally not all of it, 

but in several peripheral "sec­
tions." 

The last reason is that the 
phrase "Communism is just an­
other face of the bourgeois order" 
has no sense at all here. No work­
er, though he might be extremely 
critical towards the Communist 
Party, would ever accept discus­
sion after such a phrase. He sim­
ply doesn't believe it, because the 
Communist Party is still, in many 
cases, his own fellow worker, who 
struck 10 years ago, alone, while 
he went in, although he would 
have liked to stay out. 

A NEW GENERATION 

The Communist Party is still 
the party that fought the Resis-
tenza, that speaks of socialism, 
that declares the strikes. Finally 
the Communist Party is the only 
"organized group" worth talking 
of in the Left, both in Italy and 
in France. 

But then I must,- for truth's 
sake, go back on something I've 
just written: this last year has 
really seen some changes, and 
they spell "youth." The new gen­
eration, both students and work­
ers, has little respect for anyone, 
least of all for the Communist 
Party. 

The best thing is that it "was 
born that way," and didn't have 
to reach such a point after end­
less discussions, as we had to do. 
This means that, while many of 
us often feel that they must "re-
discuss" USSR or the Communist 
Party, the young people don't, be­
cause they accept it for what it 
is, a reformist party. 
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(Continued from Page 5) 
feet, vulnerable, but functioning democracy, We welcome and want 
to have a better democracy than the Western kind but we; fo !aot 
want a worse democracy and on this we firmly "stand. 

The contemporary state of the political life in Czechoslovakia 
requires a healthy opposition to the communist programme. Not 
an anti-communist party, which would have its aim in the change 
of the economic relations and the total re-orientation of the state, 
but a political party or parties which would strive for the possibility 
to rule together and in partnership with the communists as the 
rightful representatives of the electorate. 

If the communists are really for the freedom of assembly then' 
they must admit that even within the limits of the present con­
stitution every party, which is in agreement with the Declaration 
of Human Rights, has its right to existence. For us the question can 
therefore not arise whether it is permissible to found such a 
political organization, but only the question whether to found it, 
when to found it, and with whom and with what programme. We 
want to participate in the life of the political institutions of this 
country. We shall consider which is the best road, and whether 
the question of an opposition is expedient. Realistic political opposi­
tion can also exist without these organizational forms and can 
appear elementally as an extra-parliamentary opposition, as a 
students' movement or in any other form. 

Regardless of temporary complications that will be quickly 
solved under the conditions of an open exchange of opinions and 
points of view, the movement of clubs of committed non-party 
members is arising as an exceedingly significant phenomenon. The 
clubs are already today a political platform and represent by their 
different points of view a realistic political force—an "opposition." 
The clubs of committed non-party members must be extended and 
linked so as to support by their polarization of opinions the natural 
tendency towards the origin of new political parties. 

Regardless of the origin of other parties—to be more precise, 
regardless of the fact whether they will be permitted—the clubs 
have today already great possibilities. They can become a platform 
of political thinking and stimuli for public activity which in itself 
is more important than the elections themselves. 

PERSPECTIVE OF THE CLUB 

The main question of the second phase of the democratization 
process are, the elections, which must be secret with independent 
candidates and separate lists of candidates if the democratization 
process is not to become a swindle in the very bud. The nomination 
of independent candidates, proposed by non-political organizations, 
e.g. the clubs of non-party members, must be legalized in the 
election law. 

The way the elections will be held and the wording of the 
election law are the most important questions of this spring. 

We can have a president and a government forced on us, but 
we will not have the election law, the rules of the democratic game 
forced on us. The clubs should openly state that they want to 
have a realistic influence in the nomination of candidates on the 
course of the elections, that they want to put up independent 
deputies. We shall not vote for anyone who was a deputy in the 
present National Assembly. Not for anyone without any exception. 

At present the clubs associate various political opinions of 
non-party members. They at the same time represent the basis for 
the activity of non-party members in special interest organizations, 
mainly the trade unions, and the youth movement. So far we can 
as yet not foresee the organizational form of the clubs and their 
future -necessary politically more precise shape. 

* * * 
WE SHOULD soon submit to the broader public a certain 

political conception, with a kind of minimum programme of civil 
freedoms in Czechoslovakia. It is not necessary to put forward 
the most radical demands, but to pledge ourselves, the non-party 
member candidates and the future prospective representatives of 
state power to fulfill the principal demands on the basis of which 
we are willing to support certain deputies. 

Clubs of non-party members should quickly arise in mass 
organizations, unions of artists, and should guarantee the basic 
programme of human rights. If democratization means the nor­
malization of conditions leading towards democracy, then nothing 
can stand in the way of this activity. I openly state that we are 
not enemies of communism, that we will have nothing to do with 
the policy of anti-communism. We are fully responsible, adult, 
politically thinking citizens of a socialist country, who have out­
grown the tutelage of the police-bureaucratic regime and want 
freedom and socialism. 

We are striving for a parliamentary opposition as an alternative 
of the present execution of state power, because we fear that ah, 
extra-parkarnentary opposition would be much more dangerous. 
If the political activity of the people will not be purposefully 
included in the creation of the socialist democracy, then it will 
necessarily take unto itself much more problematic forms, which 
it will be difficult to stop and which could endanger also the state 
and1 both its nations. 

We know from an old fairy tale that the wolf had his voice 
changed to be able to get at the lambs. We know the voice of the 
wolves, the voice that was just as dangerous for communists as 
for non-party members. We shall not open the door, when he will 
try to convince us with a changed voice, because only fairy tales 
have a happy end. We do not, a priori, mistrust the communist, but 
in answer to any gentleman whose voice is breaking we clearly 
answer no. 

The victory of little David over the giant Goliath is a myth. 
A reality on the other hand are the descendants of the people, 
whom Hitler's fascist dictatorship burned in millions in the gas 
chambers of the concentration eamps, the young Israelis who 
tell us: 

Never again like sheep! Never again like sheep! 
—Ivan Svitak 

Prague, April 18, 1968 
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Czechoslovak Unity Defies 
Invasion to Crush Marxism 

(Continued from Page 1) 
So demoralizing was the effect 

that replacements had to be sent 
for many of the soldiers who had 
been among the original invading 
force. 

Secret radios, all the while, 
kept informing the people of 
everything that was happening. 
When one secret radio was still­
ed, another took its place. Over 
the air, names of people slated 
for arrest were reported, with 
warnings to them not to go home; 
license numbers of unmarked 
police cars were read out; names 
of informers and collaborators 
were broadcast; an underground 
press published news, always 
urging total resistance; house 
numbers were taken down and 
street and city directional signs 
were removed or misplaced to 
confuse and disrupt troop or po­
lice movement; railroad workers 
sidetracked electronic equipment 
sent from Russia to track down 
the secret radios; the few young 
women who fraternized with in­
vading troops had their heads 
shaven; and the old women 
proved to be among the worst 
foes the Russians faced as they 
grimly blocked streets with their 
defiant bodies, poked accusing 
fingers in the noses of startled 
troops and hurled biting insults 
which reduced the soldiers to 
whimpering apologists. As one 
Russian officer helplessly ex­
claimed, "My god, the little old 
ladies are everywhere — what 
can we do with the little old 
ladies?" 
WORKER POWER 

And all the while, the ones 
most closely watched and feared 
by the invaders were the work­
ers. While the actions of the 
workers was probably the least 
reported, it now seems clear that 
they were the backbone of the 
resistance (see "Our Life and 
Times," p. 8). It is known, how­
ever, that the uranium miners 
went on strike as soon as they 
learned of the invasion; that 
workers forced occupying troops 
sent into factories to be with­
drawn by refusing to work while 
they were there; and on the Fri­
day after the invasion, a general 
strike was planned and carried 
out which was more total than 
any strike the world has seen to 
this day. All work that could be 
stopped in the nation came to a 
halt. 

Perhaps most significant of all 
was the holding of the political 
party congress right under the 
nose of the occupation. Out of 
some 1,500 delegates from all 
over the nation (about the size 
of Ohio), some 1,200 met secretly 
in a factory on the outskirts of 
Prague, (many passed through 
guards dressed in worker's cloth­
es); took action in support of the 
liberalization policy the Czecho-
solvakian government had em­
barked upon; and demanded 
withdrawal of the troops. It re­
flects the power of the workers, 
and a recognition on the part of 
the party delegates that they 
would be safest with the workers 
— in a factory. 
NO KADAR 

Although the Hungnrian revolt 
wrote one of the greatest chapt­
ers in the growing battles against 
Russian state-capitalist tyranny, 
in 1956 the counter revolution 
could nevertheless fiind a Janos 
Kadar to foist on the Hungarian 
people. 

So mature Is our age, however, 
that not one Quisling or Kadar 
could be found in the whole of 
Czechoslovakia — not even one 
promised the protection of a half 
million armed troops against an 
unarmed eitizenry. 

In contrast to the increased ma­
turity of the fighters for freedom 
in the past decade stands the 
sameness of the dictators the 
world over who oppose and fear 
freedom. During the 1956 Hun­
garian revolt, it was China's 

Chairman Mao who urged a 
Khrushchev (who needed no urg­
ing) to invade and crush the Hun­
garian movement to freedom. In 
the 1968 Czechoslovakian inva; 
sion, Mao predictably condemns 
Russia for invading in hopes of 
promoting his own opportunistic 
aspirations for world power. Far 
more significant, however, is his 
failure to say one word in sup­
port of the Czechoslovakian mass­
es. Mao may be opportunistically 
opposed to the Russian rulers, 
but is far more fundamentally op­
posed to mass freedom move­
ments. 

Also revealing is the- position 
of today's premier in Havana — 
Cuba's Castro. In 1956, when he 
did not have stnte power, and in­
deed had just been imprisoned 
after the failure of his initial June 
26 attempt at leading a revolt in 
Cuba, Castro could passionately 
declare his opposition t̂o Russian 
barbarism against the Hungar­
ians — and even later call Rus­
sian Communism "a system that 
destroys the soul." In 1968, as 
head of a state power and posses­
sing a bureaucratic mentality 
which is now organically opposed 
to spontaneous mass action. Cas­
tro declares his support of 
Moscow's trampling of Czecho­
slovak freedom. 
DICTATORS OPPOSE 

All — the Kremlin and its sa­
tellites, as well as Mao and Cas­
tro — act as one in their mortal 
dread of masses moving in action 
toward freedom, for all know 
these assaults are aimed to de­
liver fatal blows to their own 
totalitarian regimes. 

That is why Russia moved 
against the East German revolt 
of 1953, against the Hungarians 
in 1956 and against the Czecho­
slovaks now. The Communist 
Parties in other nations—France, 
Italy, Japan, Britain and else­
where — suffered great losses 
following the Russian repression 
in Hungary. Yet because the total 
bankruptcy of the dehumanized 
policies of the West were so ap­
palling and no new Marxist-Hu­
manist banner was unfurled to 
challenge the Communists, many 
defectors from the Communist 
Parties were driven back into 
their arms. 

Now, with Czechoslovakia, the 
old wounds have been reopened 
and new realities have shattered 
any illusions about Russia's "pro­
gressive nature." Once again ser­
ious splits in the European Com­
munist parties have occurred, as 
workers and intellectuals have 
joined in bitter denunciation and 
protests against this new proof of 
Russian barbarism (See "Read­
ers' Views"). 
CAPITALIST WINS 

The Czechoslovakian invasion 
by Russia illuminates the identity 
of state and private capitalism, 
of Russia and the U.S. 

Nothing could show more clear­
ly the total hypocrisy of both 
countries than the words ex­
changed in the United Nations by 
Russia's Ambassador Malik and 
U.S. Ambassador Ball. Both 
were absolutely correct in their 
accusations: Ball when he de­
clared that the Czechoslovak and 
other people enslaved by Russia 
would rise against their rulers, 
and Malik when he charged that 
the U.S. government's hands 
were too bloody from the Viet­
nam war to accuse Russia of 
wrongdoing in Czechoslovakia. 

But these were only words, and 
both of them knew it. What has 
long been established and respec­
ted by both nuclearly-armed 
world powers is that each has its 
own sphere of influence that the 
other respects. Just as only an 
empty whimper of protest came 
from Russia when U.S. troops 
crushed the popular revolt in 
Santo Domingo, so was the inef­
fectual bleating heard from the 
U.S. against the Russian invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. 

Our Life and Times 
By Peter Mai lory 

Army Massacres Mexican Students in Revolt 

»•••••< 

(Since this was written, the 
Army, on Oct. 2, machine-
gunned men, women and chil­
dren at a rally, riddled nearby 
apartment houses, killed at 
least 26, and wotmded hun­
dreds. More killings are re­
ported daily.) 
No less than 100,000 students — 

high school as well as university— 
demonstrated in favor of the high 
school students Struggle against 
police brutality. What started 
out, on July 26, to be a local dis­
pute developed into a national 
struggle which appealed for the 
support of labor as well. By Aug. 
27 no less than 300,000 demon­
strators thousands of whom were 
workers, farm laborers as well 
as student youth, crowded into 
the largest square — the Zocalo 
— facing the Presidential Palace, 
on the one hand and the Catho­
lic Church, On the other. All was 
peaceful — until the Grenadiers 
(riot police) decided to create 
an incident over the national 
flag. 

The real demands of the de­
monstrators were against "Ignor-
acia, Hambre (Hunger), Miser-
ia"; in a word, against the liv­
ing conditions in what is sup­
posed to be a "model" democra­
tic Latin American country. 

Trouble started when the Mex 
can riot police briefly occupied 
a school building in a dispute 
between preschool boys. The uni­
versity students, who have a 40-
year-old tradition of university 
autonomy, demanded the remov­
al of the police officials involved. 
Demonstrations continued until 
the police and the Army occupied 
the university buildings and open 
warfare raged around the univer­
sity. 

The Army, using tanks, para­
troopers and bazookas, acknowl­
edge that they killed at least 18 
students, but the students claim 
as many as 32 dead, hundreds in­
jured and over 1,000 jailed includ­
ing 34 professors, in the fighting 
which continued for several days. 

In Mexico, where 58¾ of the 
population is under 25 years of 
age, the majority of the popula­
tion has never witnessed a truly 
democratic election as the mono­
polistic so-called "revolutionary" 
(Institutional Revolutionary Par­
ty is the official name of the rul­
ing party) party has made it its 
business not to lose an election 
since 1928. When one opposition 
Party of National Action yvbn two 
state elections last year, "the rul­
ing party simply declared the 

election null and void. 
. The youth rebellion was thus 

not just for student rights, against 
police brutality, and the autono­
my of the university, never be­
fore violated. It was also against 
the single party rule and its im­
prisonment of any oppositionists 
under the infamous article 145 of 
the penal code, which was a 
catch-all e h a c t e d supposedly 
against the facists during World 
War II and now used against 
revolutionaries. One of the most 
prominent demands was for the 
freedom of all political prisoners 
and the abolition of article 145. 

What is most significant is that 
it developed to this stage because 
the government refused the sim­
ple demand of the students for a 
"dialogue," a public dialogue on 
all radio and TV stations^ be­
tween students and the govern­
ment. The government still re­
mains adamant in its refusal. All 
it can think of now is the Olym­
pic Games and assurance to 
Americans these Will not be "in­
terfered with." The students, 
s u p p o r t e d by thousands of 
slum dwellers in the city, in­
tend to continue with their strug­
gles for a different life in 
Mexico. 

Trust and Distrust in Czechoslovakia 
(I have just received the 

following letter from a corres-
pondent in Prague, Czechoslo­
vakia. It speaks for itself.) 
The leading men — named in 

this sequence: Svoboda, Dubcek, 
Smrkovsky, Cernik — are still 
trusted. They may deserve this 

Clearly, the true face of all cap­
italist oppression — state or priv­
ate — is its striving to crush all 
genuine mass opposition. This 
lesson has been shown in the 
tragic and heroic efforts of people 
who have struck out against al­
most unbelievable odds, striving 
to establish concrete freedom for 
themselves. Unfortunately, some 
Western intellectuals, and especi­
ally those in the U.S., appear to 
be incapable of understanding 
these inescapable truths. 

How such blindness can distort 
thought is seen in the fantastic 
position taken by some of the U.S. 
New Left leaders in response to 
the Russian invasion of Czecho­
slovakia: Some urged that no 
protest be made against this Rus­
sian barbarism — because it 
might detraet from the anti-Viet­
nam war demonstrations! 

To be sure, there were U.S. 
protests against the invasion, led 
by such people as Dr. Spock and 
others who do recognize that the 
struggle for freedom in Czecho­
slovakia can no more be sep­
arated from freedom in Vietnam 
than it can be separated from 
freedom in the U.S. or anywhere 
else in the world. 

KREMLIN GRAVEDIGGERS 

Indeed, it was this recognition 
on the part of hundreds of thous­
ands throughout the world which 
produced the protests against 
Russian embassies in Britain, 
Sweden, West Germany, France, 
Italy, Japan and elsewhere. 

The heroic resistance by the 
Czechoslovak people has not only 
fired the imagination of the 
world, it has also produced the 
most serious defeat dealt to Rus­
sia in its modern history. Those 
Kremlin tyrants now know that 
a whole new generation exists 
behind their own Iron Curtain 
which will be consciously striving 
to become its gravediggers in 
order to build a true socialist hu­
manist soeiety. 

trust. But I can't follow their re­
peated assurances that thfe "post-
January line" of the CP policy 
remains largely intact. The cen­
sorship of any mass communica­
tion is more and more severe day 
by day. The economic policy, 
seemingly intact, will be affected 
by the Russian insistence on 
"deeper" co-operation with the 
Soviets, thus preventing the much 
needed modernization of Czecho­
slovak industry. 

No new political grouping can 
legally emerge, strict observance 
of "public order" will not allow 
any public gathering organized 
by the existing parties. Thus 
basic liberties which have repre­
sented the very core of the Czech­
oslovak developments so far .are 
very much restricted. 

. i • • 

Also, in the name of "national 
unity" — this slogan has much 
emotional appeal and played an 
important role during the first 
days of the crisis — even that 
slight workers' movement toward 
workers councils and more work­
er self-government in the factor­
ies could be brought to a stand­
still. 

Now, what the leaders are to 
be blamed for. is their insufficient 
reliance on people. It is the old 
"sin" of the Communists: not be­
ing revolutionaries they cannot 
be expected to propose and even 
less to carry out any radical 
measure. Had they relied more 

on people in spring, had they fol­
lowed the then general desire to 
remove the old guard from its 
positions, they would have con­
vened the party congress in sum­
mer and the Russians either 
could not have occupied Czecho­
slovakia or would have done it 
under much different circum­
stances. 

As far as the present course 
is concerned, these leaders may 
be right in stressing the neces­
sity for the Czechoslovak people 
to fulfill the Moscow agreements. 
Yet nobody is able to say for the 
moment where this fulfillment 
ends and a "collaboration" (in 
the sense given to it in Hitler's 
Europe) begins. 

In this hour of actual danger 
for the nation as a whole — and 
Soviet menaces during the Mos­
cow negotiations were directed 
to the whole nation indeed — the 
working class interests recede 
to the background. This is added 
to the difficulties this class has 
met during the "democratization 
process" as I mentioned them in 
my article (see Special Supple­
ment, Aug.-Sept. 1968, N&L). 
Though the working class showed 
itself to be the backbone of the 
nation during the invasion and 
the most difficult days of occu­
pation there is no guarantee that 
its interests will be cared for 
any more than they have been 
previously. 

Spiro Agnew 
The Republicans could have 

scarcely found a more inept'can­
didate for vice president than 
Spiro T. Agnew. Within a single 
week his remarks about a "fat 
Jap" and "the Polacks" have 
forced apologies from him which 
reveal his total ignorance of the 
feelings of minority groups in 
the United States. The apologies 
have often been worse than the 
original insults since they re­
vealed his utter disdain for "for­
eigners" — except military dic­
tatorships. 

Thus, he has capped it off by 
expressing his support for the 
military dictatorship in Greece. 
At the National Press CjUib in 

Washington he said, "This partic­
ular military government has 
done a bit to stabilize the Com­
munist threat to Greece." Where 
all others except the fascist mili­
tary saw democracy annihilated, 
he sees a non-existent "commun­
ist threat." 

His ignorance coupled with his 
reactionary philosophy brand him 
as a grave danger since the possi­
bility exists that he could come 
within a heartbeat of assumi% 
the office of President. Yet such 
pundits like Walter Lippmann 
tell us that, though this is true, 
the man who chose him as his 
running mate, Nixon, is neverthe­
less "a new Nixon." 
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