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Model Change Layoffs Permanent? 
Every year, starting in July, there is a model changeover lay

off period. Production workers look forward to changeover time 
after working continuously for a year, as it means being off for 
two or three weeks. It gives the workers time to rest their tired 
and weary bodies and feel like a human at the end of the layoff 
period. At the same time, they can put in for their workman's 
compensation and supplementary check from the company which 
brings them close to 85 per cent of their regular wages. 

NEW AUTOMATION IN PLANT 
It has always been good news to workers when they find out 

the day the changeover begins. But this year has been somewhat 
different from the changeover period of the past few years. In one 
Chrysler plant they have started to automate the plant in the 
manner they did when automation was first introduced into the 
auto plants. Some workers began to worry and ask questions as 
to what was going to happen to their jobs after the changeover. 
The company's answer was that they will need more manpower. 

Many of the younger workers were somewhat pacified, but the 
older workers were Saying that this meant that many workers 
would be out of their jobs and never return. Some weeks before 
the changeover, the company stated that there would not be a 
layoff, they were behind with production schedules and there would 
be only a three day inventory and then normal production as usual. 

SEVENTY PER CENT LAYOFF IN PRODUCTION 
Several days before the three day inventory was due, theveom-

pany reported that all production would be down for a week and 
everyone would return to their jobs after the week off. This meant 
that no worker would get compensation or sub payment because 
after filing, by a worker who has worked regularly for a year, the 
first week is waiting period. Every worker returned after the week 
layoff thinking about and looking forward to many months of con
tinued work. But after three days, there were signs on the time 
clock stating that there would be a 70 per cent layoff in production 
until further notice. 

This means a permanent layoff. You may get back in the shop 
to work and you may not ever get back. This was shocking news 
to most of the younger workers. The company laid off back to the 
middle of 1964. This was the period when all the auto companies 
bad just begun to hire new young workers, and therefore these 
were the ones who were hit. An indication of how severe the layoff 
is can be seen in the fact that the company has eliminated the 
entire night shift. 

It was also reported that the Ford Motor Co. had a similar 
layoff, involving mainly young workers and that many will be added 
to the unemployment list permanently. 

It is a sad and sick feeling to see workers checking out of the 
plant that you have been working with and had close human rela
tions with for years. They are checking out and leaving the plant 
With no certainty of returning. 

SIX HUNDRED JOBS OF SCRAP 
Meanwhile those highly automated lines in the shops have 

caused the company headaches. They -were supposed to speed up 
production by some two to five hundred jobs a day. Nothing went 
right the first week and it was stated that some of the company 
engineers were fired. There were rumors that the company was 
going to take the new automated line out and revert back to the 
old manual line. With the new line they were supposed to get some 
2,500 jobs a day; they were getting 200 jobs a day. By the end of 
the first week they had gotten it up to 600 jobs a day and many 
of those were scrap. 

Workers were having a field day. For the first time in years 
fhey were sitting around talking and laughing and some were saying 
that they never will get the production that the machine is supposed 
to make. 

The main reason is that for a number of years you never 
received stock that fit perfectly. Workers would use hammers to 
dose up open stock. The machine cannot do this. When a worker 
would see himself burning a hole in the metal he would stop and 
fill it in. When this automated machine begins to burn a hole, 
ft burns completely across the length of the metal and it is left 
like that. Many, many other things that workers could and would 
correct at that point, the machine cannot, and this is where the 
scrap comes in. 

Some workers say the company will be forced to call back 
some of those young workers, but many will never return. The 
union is as quiet as the Rock of Gibraltar, not saying one thing 
0» the question. Only the workers are talking and acting against 
this all out' ppsh toward automation. This is not progress, to «s« 

Galloping Inflation, Rising Unemployment 
Show Farce of Nixon 'Work-Fare' Plan 

by O. Domanski 
The very week that President Nixon unveiled his own version of the, by now, tradi

tional "war against poverty" speech, by declaring, "What America needs now is not 
more welfare, but more 'work-fare'," auto workers in Detroit were wondering when, 
if ever, they would be called back from the current lay-offs at both Ford and Chrys
ler. (See "Worker's Journal," this page.) The coincidence of the lay-offs with model 
changeover time has allowed the full impact to go unrecorded. That the layoffs would 
hit hardest the very hard-core unemployed who were not hired until after the Detroit 
riot, however, was obvious to every worker. 

Rev. Ralph Abernathy, head of 

md**? 
See "Women Face United Front", page 6 

United Front Against Fascism: 
Black Panthers and Old Lett 

Berkeley, Calif.—If indeed, the Conference against 
Fascism, called by the Black Panthers, in Oakland, Calif., 
over the weekend of July 18-20, will ever be an effective 
force against the American brand of Fascism, it will have 
to change its puerile, liberalistic platform of action, adopted 
by the "delegates." « 

Not since the beginning of the 
"New Left" militancy of the stu
dents and the ghetto blacks, al
most now a decade ago, have I 
ever seen on the same platform 
such a group of discredited "old 
left" hacks and liberal democrats. 
OLD LEFT SPEAKERS 

While a majority of the dele
gates were young and white (the 
black people were mostly mem
bers of the Black Panther Party), 
the oldies dominated the plat
form. Among them were: Her
bert Aptheker, Communist Party 
theoretician; Dr. Carleton Good-
leta, liberal black publisher of 
the S. F. Sun Reporter; Archie 
Brown of the Communist Party; 
William Kunstler, and Charles 
Garry, Black Panther lawyers; 
Ron Dellums. a black Democratic 
Councilman from Berkeley, Calif. ; 
Rabbi Abraham Feinberg, from 
Toronto, Canada; and a liberal 
Catholic Priest, Father Boyle, 
from San Francisco. 

No serious discussion on Ameri
can Fascism was permitted. In 
fact, no discussion at all was 
permitted, except at the last night 
of the Conference,, when there 
was a pitiful discussion on the 
decentralization of the local police 
department. 

The decentralization of the 
police departments, which appar
ently is the main plank, and the 
only future activity that this Con
ference will engage in, is to be 
achieved by the amendment of 
city charters. The Conference 
gave out detailed instruction on 
how this is to be done by petitions 
and elections. 

Bobby Seale and Herbert Ap
theker laid the line down on what 
American Fascism is — and that 
was that! And anyone who would 
dispute it, or wanted to discuss 
it, or anything else, was physi
cally ejected from the Confer
ence. 

The Progressive Labor people 
were told to keep away from the 
Conference or they would "get 
their heads whipped." The Inde
pendent Socialists, the PL group 
from SDS, and the Spartacists 
League, were physically pre
vented by P a n t h e r security 
guards from passing out literature 
in the public park where some of 
the Conference meetings were 
held, on the grounds that they 
were "Trotskists or CIA agents." 
The official Trotskyists, however, 
were not bothered. 

When Seale was asked why the 
PL was prevented from attend
ing, he said that the PLers had 
beaten and maced the Black Pan
ther delegates to the SDS Con
vention in Chicago. 
"JIVE IDEOLOGY" 

Seale further stated that this 
Conference had "no time for jive 
ideology" it was a Conference to 
"take action." At the last night 
of the Conference, Seale, who is a 
good mimic, sarcastically mi
micked the "ideologists" in his 
speech, just before he and Peter 
Frank, white member of Peace 
& Freedom Party, unveiled the 
great plan of action — Communi
ty Control of Local Police. 

Of course this Conference was 
ideological, the ideology of the 

(Continued on Page 7) 

the Southern Christian Leader
ship Conference, nailed the farce 
of Nixon's proposals in three 
words: "inadequate, deceptive, 
and repressive." 

The $1,600 minimum federal 
standard for a family of four, 
that Nixon has just proposed 
with such fan-fare — if even it 
should ever get through Congress 
—seems ludicrous when compar-. 
ed with the cost of living, just 
bare subsistence living, in this 
period of galloping inflation. The 
Department of Agriculture has 
estimated that a family of four 
needs at least $1,200 for food 
alone—just enough food to sur
vive. 

Nobody knows better than the 
10 million Americans who have 
been forced into i t , that the 
present welfare system is degrad
ing and unfair—and that what is 
needed are jobs, not welfare. But 
nobody knows better than they, 
that what Nixon proposed to sub
stitute is nothing but "a system 
M forced work—even for moth
ers", as Abernathy put it, adding, 
"Everyone knows that decent jobs 
with decent pay are not available 
now and Mr. Nixon makes no 
provisions-for finding them." 
'CREEPING' UNEMPLOYMENT 

In New York, welfare officials 
noted bitterly that the 150,000 
"new job training slots" Nixon 
proposed would not even take 
care of the adult members of the 
300,000 families on ADC in that 
state alone, who would be re
quired by his plan to take train
ing and accept jobs or lose their 
benefits. 

Worse, leaving welfare ad
ministration largely in the hands 
of the states almost guarantees 
that the Southern States, particu
larly, will turn the system into a 
source of cheap, largely bladk; 
labor. 

Despite all the talk about boom 
and affluence today, the unem
ployment rate continues to 
"creep" back upward toward 4 
percent. And for black America 
it continues to be double that of 
white America. For black ghetto 
youth it is no less than 20 per
cent. 

Moreover, this is supposedly 
during a "boom". And, if Wall 
Street is any indication, all signs 
point to a real recession in the 
months ahead. The stock market 
has fallen steadily ever since last 
May, no less than $100 billion, 
and the plunge has hit nearly 
every industry. From their 1969 
peaks, shipping stocks are off 46 
percent, airline and motion pic
tures 40 percent, aerospace 39 
percent, sugar companies 38 per
cent. Coal, copper, textile, oil and 
insurance shares are only slightly 
less. 

GALLOPING INFLATION 
At the very same time, the 

working people are struggling 
with the greatest inflation in 18 
years, which shows no sign of 
let-up. U.S. Steel Corporation has 
just announced another price in
crease of 4.8 percent, the broad
est in a year, which will auto
matically give appliance and auto 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Bernadette Devlin on the Northern I 

Ireland Civil Rights Movement 1 
Bernadette Devlin, 22 year old civil rights activist, was 1 

interviewed following her recent election to Parliament from |f 
mid-Ulster. Following are excerpts from that interview: 

• 
We are a movement of all the exploited people of North

ern Ireland. The ruling party—the Unionist Party—uses reli
gious differences to weaken the efforts of the common people 
to improve their lot. Religious bigotry is an excuse for the 
economic failure of the government. 

Much to the horror of everybody on the press, I made a 
simple statement that when the Westminster Parliament re
fuses to listen and act, I will go to the people who have been 
forced out of Ireland and work among them. 

# * * 
At the risk of offending our comrades in the rest of the 

United Kingdom I think that there is very little that they can 
do at this stage because they simply do not understand the 
mentality or the basic personality of the Irish people. In par
ticular, the small farmers have a radical tradition, but they 
do not like you using doctrinaire terms, and the workers will 
spell out workers' control for you, but they don't like you 
trying to do it for them. 

* * * 
I will probably spend most of my time working among 

' the people of Mid-Ulster and working in the streets of London 
where I feel much more at home. 

58^:^¾¾¾¾¾¾¾¾^ mm 
United Press International 

Irish Catholic teenagers in Bogside hurl firebombs at hated Ulster police. 

Near Civil War Rocks Northern Ireland 
As we go to press, near civil 

war has broken out in Northern 
Ireland. The article below was 
received on the . eve of the 
Orangemen's March, of Aug. 12, 
which triggered the latest rebel
lion. 

As the battles have spread from 
Londonderry and Belfast into 
other towns across North Ireland, 
hundreds have already been in
jured, deaths by gunfire have be
gun to mount, factories, stores 
and homes have been leveled by 
fire-bombs. Observers have been 
struck by how young some of the 
rebels are. Many are in their 
early teens. 

British troops have finally been 
ordered into the country. Berna
dette Devlin has demanded that 
British Prime Minister Wilson 
suspend the North Ireland con
stitution and call a constitutional 
conference immediately "to settle 
the Irish question Once and for 
all." 

• 
By Harry McShane 

Glasgow, Scotland — T h e 
government of Northern Ire
land stands discredited in 
the eyes of every right-mind
ed person for the part it has 
played by giving encourage
ment to a policy of hatred 
and intolerance in which the 
Catholic minority are the 
victims. 

The government is made up of 
members of the Orange Order, 
the very body that makes reli
gious hatred the only reason for 
its existence. 

It is possible that the Labor 
Government may feel compelled 
to over-step the government of 
Ulster. That is what Bernadette 
Devlin is calling for. Parliament 
is on holiday but Miss Devlin has 
sent a telegram to the Prime 
Minister asking that M.P.s be re
called and control of the police 
be taken out of the hands of the 
government of Ulster. She adds: 

"The Labour Government must 
pledge itself to end appalling un
employment and housing condi
tions in Northern Ireland lest 

posturing appeals by yourself or 
members of your party for peace 
and justice can only be construed 
as playing politics with the lives 
of our people, both Catholic and 
Protestant." 

The recent riots were sparked 
off by an Orange procession 
going, provocatively, through a 
Catholic quarter of Belfast. The 
riots reached the stage in which 
petrol bombs were used in at
tempts to set fire to houses oc
cupied by Catholics. 

Complaints were made about 
the easy-going way in which the 
riots were dealt with by the 
police in contrast to their con
duct in Derry when they attack
ed civil rights demonstrators. The 
government is under strong pres
sure but still shows great reluc
tance to deal with the situation. 

DIVIDE WORKERS 
It has to be borne in mind that 

this has little to do with religion. 
What happened at the Battle of 
the Boyne, or anything the Pope 
may have said or done, has little 
bearing on the way in which the 
workers are split. 

It was the Tory politicians both 
in Northern Ireland and in the 
United Kingdom who, in order 
to remain in power, brought 
about the division of Ireland into 
North and South. The flames of 
bigotry have been fanned by ig
norant demagogues like the Rev. 
Ian Paisley. It has always suited 
the ruling class that the workers 
be divided in this way. 

Bernadette Devlin and her 
friends of the Peoples' Democ
racy, basing themselves on the 
teaching.of James Connolly, who 
was shot by the British Govern
ment in 1916, are working to 
unite the two sides so that the 
workers will fight together on the 
social issues that affect them. 
Bernadette has made it clear that 
if the fight is to be confined for 
concessions to one section of the 
workers she will have nothing to 
do with it. 

Mr. Chichester-Clark, t h e 
Prime Minister of Northern Ire
land, has declared that he will 
not ban demonstrations. It would 
be wrong, to conclude that he is 
progressively-minded. The fact is 
that a section of the Orange 
Order known as the "Apprentice 
Boys" are due to hold a proces
sion on the 12th of August. As a 
loyal Orangeman he does not 
want to ban that. 

UNITE WORKERS 
The demand that the British 

Government intervene will be un
derstood when we remember that 
the B-Specials (Ulster auxiliary 
police) are members of the 
Orange Order and that they will 
do nothing effective to protect 
the Catholic minority in the event 
of riots. 

It is important to note that 
many Protestant workers are 
with the Peoples' Democracy at
tempt to unite the workers, and 
that a number of English M.P.s 
support the demand of Berna
dette for the re-call of Parlia
ment. 

Meantime the army of unem
ployed workers is greater than in 
any other part of the United 
Kingdom. The housing situation 
is also serious. This makes dis
crimination against the Catholic 
minority easier. 

The struggle has reached a 
very high level but there are dan
gers ahead. 

Read 

RACIALISM 
A Special Bulletin on 
Powellism—Price 6d 

By the Scottish 
Marxist-Humanists 

Order from— 

Harry McShane 
31 Balbeg St. 

Glasgow SWI, Scotland 

Health Workers Blast Medical 
Association for Exploitation 

New York, N.Y.—On Sun 
day, July 13, the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
held its annual meeting in 
the Imperial Ballroom of the 
Americana Hotel, in New 
York city. 

Following a U.S. Marine Bartd's 
rendition of the musical history 
of war and at the onset of the 
AMA's. presidential address, a 
group of about 100 radical health 
workers, including doctors, nur
ses, technicians and students 
seized the microphone and ipo-
dium. In an attempt to politicize 
the health consciousness of the 
American people, they labeled, the 
AMA as the American Munjle'r 
Association. 
MEDICAL COMPLEX 

Through the AMA's collusion 
with the medical industrial coni-
plex, consisting of drug, insur
ance, hospital supply, engineer
ing, research, and tobacco indus
tries, it has fought (in most cases 
successfully) every piece of pro
gressive health legislation to ap
pear in Congress. It has fought 
for control of the health delivery 
system with the largest lobbying 
budget in American political his
tory. 

The American Murder Associa
tion and its corporate associates 
have maintained monopoly con
trol of the health arena where 
they use illness as a marketable 
commodity. 

The control it has sought has 
been for the purposes of maxi
mization of profits in conjunction 
with minimization of services, 
public accountability and poten
tially competitive (with doctors) 
increases in health manpower. 
PROFIT MAXIMIZATION 

Monopoly control and its conse
quent profit maximization have 
resulted in an ever-increasing, 
never-ending inflationary spiral of 
health care costs. And these rises 
in costs will be further exacer
bated as technological innovation 
becomes more available. 

The ever increasing costs the 
public must now bear in order to 

The Special Powers Act of Northern Ireland 
is one of the most repressive acts in existence in modern 
society, and is aimed specifically against the Irish Catholic 
minority and any who join forces with them to fight against 
the hated ruling class in that country: 

Under the Act, the authorities.are empowered to: 
1. Arrest without warrant; 
2. Imprison without' charge or trial and deny recourse 

to habeus corpus or a court of law; 
Enter and search homes without warrant, and with 
force, at any hour of day or night; 
Declare a curfew and prohibit meetings, assemblies 
(including fairs and markets) and processions; 
Permit punishment by flogging; 
Deny claim to a trial by jury; 
Arrest persons it is desired to examine as witnesses, 
forcibly detain them and compel them to answer 
questions, under penalties, even if answers may 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 
1. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

13. 
13. 

14. 

incriminate them. Such a person is guilty of an 
offence if he refuses to be sworn or answer a ques
tion; 
Do any act involving interference with the rights 
of private property; 
Prevent access of relatives or legal advisers to a 
person imprisoned without trial; 
Prohibit the holding of an inquest after a prisoner's 
death; 
Arrest a person who "by word of mouth" spreads 
false reports or makes false statements; 
Prohibit the circulation of any newspaper; 
Prohibit the possession of any film or gramophone 
record; 
Arrest a person who does anything "calculated to be 
prejudicial to the preservation of peace or mainte
nance of order in Northern Ireland and not specifi
cally provided for in the regulations." 

insure health maintenance have 
placed virtually 80 per cent of 
the people of this country in a 
position unable to afford health 
care. 

Even upper middle class fami
lies can no longer afford com
prehensive care; you can imagine 
where this leaves the workers. 

LIFE AND DEATH 
Our differences with the Ameri-

can Murder Aassociation and its 
corporate' and professional as
sociates are not simply isolated 
ideological or theoretical differ
ences, but life and death differ
ences, i 

Whoever controls health care in 
this country literally has the 
power to determine life and death 
for millions of people. Should 
this power rest in the hands of 
selfish corporate and professional 
interests, or in the hands of this 
people? I 

Health care (or really death 
care) as established in this coun
try is the natural and inevitable 
extension of an exploitive, capi
talistic system. And until that 
system is crushed, any health 
care program devised to function 
within the system is doomed ti> 
failure. ) 

—Demonstrator 

Dayton Hospital i 
Workers Strike \ 

Dayton, Ohio—-The non
professional workers at Goofl 
Samaritan Hospital are strik
ing for representation by 
the Dayton Public Servicp 
Union. At the time this is
sue goes to press, the strik
ing workers are deadlocked 
with David L. Ford, hospi
tal administrator. I 

Ford refuses to meet with thp 
D.P.S.U., giving the following 
reasons for his actions: one, he 
recognizes no dispute; two, hb 
expresses fear that his meeting 
with the union would set a prece
dent which other hospitals would 
find compulsory to follow; aniji 
three, as hospital administrator, 
he feels that he knows wha,t & 
best for his employees. 

Picketing workers see a dis
pute, would like to set a prece
dent of reasoning negotiation, 
and would prefer to choose their 
own representative who they feel 
understands their needs. 

Striking workers at Good Sam. 
are receiving support from Day
ton's two teamster locals, who 
are delivering only items essen
tial to the care of patients; the 
rubber workers, who have loaned 
their union hall for a picketing 
headquarters; and the SCLC and 
the local grape boycott organiza
tion, who have helped to picket. 
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From The Auto Shops 
Fleetwood 

Detroit, Mich.—G.M. has 
been doing a lot of hiring at 
Fleetwood because there has 
been the biggest turnover 
I've ever seen. Workers are 
quitting by the dozens. 

This has caused seniority to 
go way down, especially on the 
afternoon shift, where most men 
working now came on after 1964. 
In one department the seniority 
is so low that the worker who 
is number five on the list has 
only been there six or seven 
years. 

Of the workers being hired in 
now, most are white and look to 
be college students. Most of them 
will quit in the fall. G.M. really 
likes this situation because they 
can cut back the work force and 
keep production at the same in
human speed without a layoff. 
No one will actually get a slip, 
and still you will have less men 
to do the same work. This is just 
going to hurt the workers re
maining in the plant. 
NO UNION RIGHTS 

When one of these new work
ers comes in, he doesn't have 
his 90 days, and so he has no 
rights at all. The foremen are 
always taking advantage of this 
and speeding up the job that 
the new worker is on. 

Then they say that this speed 
is the new standard. The college 
students know that they are only 
going to be there for two or 
three months, so they take what
ever the foremen dish out.. 

One foreman, Bruno, had four 
young workers who didn't have 
seniority working a job on the 

fifth floor, and he put the screws 
on them. There wasn't anything 
done about it by the union. 

Since the strike last November, 
the local has done even less than 
they used to. They buy anything 
the company says. Many workers 
have got so disgusted with this 
that they quit. Nine workers I 
know personally have gone to 
truck driving to get away from 
Fleetwood. 
LESS BLACK WORKERS 

In the last year, the number 
of black workers at Fleetwood 
has gone down and down. Very 
few new workers hired are black, 
G.M. has always had fewer black 
workers than Ford or Chrysler, 
but it seems to be getting worse, 

not better. 
This is something many work

ers are worried about, because 
black workers are always hit 
first, if there is a layoff or a 
recession. 

G.M. seems to think that if they 
hire fewer black workers, there 
will be less chance of a black 
caucus like the ones that have 
started at Eldon Axle or Ford 
Rouge. They don't want any 
group in the plant that would 
put up an aggressive fight against 
speed-up and unsafe conditions. 
The union is not even consider
ing this fight, except to help 
the company by always telling 

- workers they are wrong. 
—Fleetwood Worker 

Ford Rouge 
Detroit, Mich. — In the 

Dearborn Assembly P l a n t , 
we have a new unit presi
dent, Bill Hood. He is the 
first black chairman ever 
elected in the D.A.P. in the 
28 years the union has been 
there. 

Since he assumed office in 
mid-July, there have been some 
changes in the union organiza
tion in the building—many new 
committees have been appointed 
in an apparent attempt to solicit 
participation by the rank-and-
file. 

Although the assembly plant is 
predominantly black, discrimina
tion against the black worker still 
exists on the assembly lines, in 
the skilled trades departments 
and in top company management 
positions. It is reported that when 
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we went down for changeover on 
July 18, there were more than 
700 unresolved grievances against 
Ford Motor Co., many of which 
charge racial discrimination. 

There is a new black caucus 
of assembly building workers, and 
it is growing. We are going to 
insist that the backlog of some 
700 or more grievances to be 
settled and that the general 
attitude and performance of the 
labor relations department in re
gard to those grievances be 
changed—or the Ford Motor Co. 
will not build cars in the Dear
born Assembly Plant. 

—Black Assembly Worker 
• 

Detroit, Mich.—We have 
just come back from change
over, and found out that 
about 650 of the young work
ers in the Ford assembly 
building had been given an 
indefinite layoff. It goes 
back to Sept. 3, 1968. Most 
of these workers are the 
black inner-city men who 
were brought into the plant 
in Ford's big plan to "help 
out" the ghetto, after the re
bellion in 1967. 

But what has been happening 
to some of these workers is that 
they can work you less than 90 
days, then lay you off, then call 
you back—so you never get much 
seniority. 

This is right in the contract, 
and the union says there is noth
ing they can do about it, since 
these, workers are not in the 
union yet. They don't mention 
that the union has already taken 
out the initiation fee when you 
first come on the job. This is 
what I call taxation without rep
resentation. You pay but you 
don't have any rights. 
NOTHING TO LIVE ON 

This year during the change
over, I was laid off on July 18— 
with many other workers. But I 
didn't get a check from unem
ployment until Aug. 7—and that 
one was only for one week. What 
do they think we are supposed 
to live on the meantime? 

There is also the problem of 
SUB. (Supplemental Unemploy
ment Benefits). If you don't have 
one year seniority, you don't get 
SUB at all. Even if you get it, 
you don't get the check when 
you need it. 

First you have to get your 
compensation check before you 
get SUB. If there is any hold
up, it's just too bad. Many work
ers who were laid off on July 
18, don't get the SUB check until 
Aug. 22. 

—Assembly Worker 
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On the Line 

Chrysler Invites Trouble 
Over Seniority Violations 

BY JOHN ALLISON 
Chrysler Highland Park is headed for big trouble if 

superintendents have their way in violating seniority of 
workers in the last stages of the plant phase-out. Chrysler 
may change plant locations, but it never changes its policy 
of production first today, tomorrow and forever—if they 
have their way. But they just might not have their way 
on this one the way they want it, because they're trying 
to tromp on the older workers, both men and women. 

For about five years, Chrysler* • 
has been moving out production 
from its Highland Park plant to 
a new Perrysburg plant in Ohio 
and to other plants in the Detroit 
area. Right now, they are trans-
fering jobs from the Highland 
Park machine plant to their 
Toledo machine plant, and that 
means layoffs. 

Stefel Workers, 
Black and White, 
Getting Together 

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Our peo
ple have been yelling bro-
ther-this and sister-that. And 
now they're beginning to 
find out that everybody with 
a black skin may not be a 
brother or a sister. We went 
all the way over to black 
power as "the" thing. But 
now we're beginning to 
swing back where we can 
see that the only way we can try 
to resolve anything is together 
with some of our white brothers. 

What is beginning to shape up 
now, quiet as it's been kept, is 
black and white labor getting to
gether. Some people in the mill 
do a lot of talking. Others—es
pecially the whites these days— 
are good listeners. 

They may wait until much 
later and then mention what they 
think. That's the way things are 
being broken down today. It's 
kind of subtle. But workers are 
coming together. 
REVERSE DISCRIMINATION 

The company, however, is try
ing to use one against the other, 
and keep us at each other's 
throats. They used to give the 
black man the short end of the 
stick. Now they're doing it in 
reverse. 

The boss called me over some 
time ago and asked me how I'd 
like to work on a burning ma
chine. I said it would be OK with 
me, if the job was open. Just re
cently he told me he thought I 
was ready to take the job. 

I didn't know they had kicked 
a white worker off the job, and 
moved him downstairs. It was a 
lateral move for this worker. 
They just wanted him out, for 
the boss's benefit. 'The boss 
couldn't control the three white 
workers they had on the job, but 
he thought if he put me over 
there, he could use me as a 
lever against the other two. 

They were somewhat hostile 
to me at first. Not outright. It 
was subtle, but I could feel it. 
And then I began to hear some 
remarks, and found out what had 
happened. 
BOOMERANG 

One finally told me he believed 
in speaking what was on his 
mind. I told him that was good, 
because I was the same way, and 
we should get along fine. At 
first he would come in and not 
speak to me. I'd just wait until 
he got ready to talk. Now when 
he comes in, he can't wait to 
start talking. 

I told the fellow they had 
moved that I would do anything 
I could to help him get his job 
back. It's not resolved yet. The 
man has filed a grievance against 
the company. But it hasn't caused 
any trouble between us. The only 
trouble it is causing is between 
the men and the company, 

WANT YOUNG WORKERS 
What the corporation is trying 

to do is get rid of the older and 
handicapped w o r k e r s , b o t h 
women and men. A lot of these 
people have seniority dating back 
to and before World War II. 
They've given Chrysler Corp. the 
best years of their lives, and 
everybody knows it. 

But Chrysler couldn't care less. 
Management knows that there are 
about 1-600 workers left in the 
plant, many of them older work
ers, and that they can't be speed
ed up the way the younger ones 
can be to get out the production 
the company wants. 

Just about any way you look 
at it, it's going to be a real mess 
for the workers. Here we have 
these long-time seniority workers, 
who are still in the Highland Park 
plant because they couldn't be 
knocked out of their jobs before. 
Their seniority could protect their 
jobs — so long as their jobs were 
in Highland Park. But now more 
and more of them have to go be
cause their jobs are being moved 
out. 

FROM 25 TO ZERO 
The mess comes in that when 

they transfer to another plant, 
they don't take their seniority 
with them. At their new plant, 
they have seniority as of the date 
they start there. A machine plant 
worker with 25 years seniority at 
Highland Park has zero seniority 
the day he transfers to the Toledo 
plant. 

What this means to him or her 
is that every worker in that new 
plant, even one who has been 
there for a week, has more sen
iority. And if there is any layoff 
at all, the old worker from High
land Park will be the very first 
to go. 

Faced with this situation, those 
workers who can do it are taking 
early retirement under the pen
sion plan. The contract says you 
must have 10 years of seniority 
and be 55 years old before ybu 
can receive special early retire
ments. Many workers are near 
55 years old, and it looks like the 
company would like to work out 
a deal with the union to get rid 
of some of these older workers 
through early retirement. Maybe 
it's because it would cost less 
than if the company would have 
to pay SUB payments on them 
because they would rot be able 
to get on in another plant. 

HANDICAPPED HIT HARD 
Those who are handicapped are 

another case. The corporation has 
always wanted to get rid of these 
workers. But so long as they had 
seniority, they could stay on cer
tain jobs. Because the lose their 
seniority in any move, they are 
pretty much dead ducks. 

Nothing is right about any of 
these conditions. Every one is a 
strike able issue, and any one can 
explode at any time. 

Both the company and union 
officials have bent — if they 
didn't actually break — plenty of 
seniority regulations. Now it looks 
like seniority is going to be bent 
or broken again, because the com
pany wants the young workers on 
the production lines and wants to 
scrap the older workers. 

The corporation just might find 
that those they want to scrap are 
the most militant scrappers they 
ever stirred up. 
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TWO WORLDS 
By Raya Dunayevskaya 

Author of Marxism and Freedom 

Splintered World Communism 
Part II 

Mao Tse-tung dominated the Congress of the "world" Com
munist Parties that met in Moscow without him. The heated border 
incidents on the Ussnri River that erupted at the time of the June 
Congress were not the reasons for the absentee's dominance, al
though Brezhnev tried to make it appear so. Whether these border 
clashes were provoked by Russia or China does not matter. With 
or without these strangely-timed outbreaks, there was no way to 
hide the extreme, the totally new, the absolute shift in world strategy 
on the part of both giants of world Communism. 

Just as the January 1969 Draft of the new Constitution of 
the Chinese Communist Party had made clear what had been 
initiated by the "Cultural Revolution", 1966-1968, (and the April, 
1969, Congress had been convened to rubber stamp it) so the 
Kremlin, in initiating and demanding a "world" Congress, had 
decided to make clear beyond any peradventure of a doubt in the 
minds of "its" 75 Communist Parties what the new reality was: 
all talk about U.S. imperialism as "Enemy No. 1" was pure ritual. 
The new reality was this — Russia and China now considered each 
other as Enemy No. 1. 

The very fact, however, that there were dissenters in the 
Russian orbit, that these dissenters were not Maoist followers, 
and had different problems, disclosed more than the lack of 
"homogeneity" in either Communist world. It revealed, albeit in
directly, that, outside of the different nationalisms (China included) 
at stake, there was also a dualism in Maoism. They could not face 
that reality either. But it is of the essence that we do. 

THE DUALISM OF MAOISM 
Lin Piao, in deifying (or mummifying!) Mao, laid claim to' 

nothing short of Mao's superiority over not only living Communists, 
but Marx, Engels and Lenin: "Chairman Mao's experience, in pass
ing through many events, is more profound than that of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. No one can surpass Mao's rich revolutionary 
experience." 

• Moreover, went on the anointed, named, constitutionalized 
successor to Mao, this superiority is not limited either to "experi
ence," or to a single country: "The world has entered a new epoch 
— the epoch of The Thought of Mao Tse-tung." (7) And, since 
it is China which has unfurled this epochal, indeed eternal, banner, 
the new Constitution sees no contradiction in committing the Party 
members "to work for the interests of China" and upholding 
"proletarian internationalism." (8) Surely none of the 1,522 "newly 
minted delegates" (to use Edgar Snow's phrase) (9) doubted that 
China is "the world." 

How, however, does one make sure that this will appeal to the 
non-Chinese, world? First, of course, is the Marxist language. Thus, 
Lin Piao assures us that "From the Marxist point of view, the 
main component of state power is the Army." The only thing that 
the General forgot to inform his audience is that Marx said that 
about a capitalist state. 

In place of the class nature of the state and its army, the 
ruler of a state capitalism calling itself Communist exudes paternal
ism: "We must carry out the great tradition of supporting the 
Government and cherishing the people; of supporting the Army 
and cherishing the people." 

Nevertheless, Marxist language does appeal to rebels when the 
phrasing concerns "world revolution," "uninterrupted Revolution", 
and endless "transformation." Toward that end, Lin trotted out 
a new quotation from Mao: "The final victory of a socialist country 
requires not only the efforts of its own proletariat, it also depends 
on world revolution." Mao's "purism" shines forth: " 'The age that 
is just beginning, that will last about 50 or 100 years, will be 
a great one. It will bring a radical change in the social system 
of -the whole world. It will be an age of great upheavals, an age 
without parallel in history,' says Chairman Mao." 

Meanwhile, "China must consider itself at war. We are threat
ened and encircled by the two greatest powers in the world and we 
must be prepared for them to launch a large-scale war on us, 
either conventional or nuclear." To make sure that the proper 
patriotic fervor animates the Chinese masses, the "new" Maoist 
rulers, properly cleansed of "revisionism", produced the most 
chauvinistic film this side of actual warfare between Russia and 
China, and entitled it "The Anti-Chinese Crimes of the New 
Tsars." (Not to be outdone by the Chinese, the Russian rulers 
produced their own film version of the border incidents equally 
chauvinistic, equally heavily edited, and equally accompanied by 
actual military build-up at key disputed borders.) (10) 

*The real shocker is not the rise of "new Tsars" out of "revision
ism," The real shocker is cushioned with so much "revolutionary" 
verbiage that it will hardly be visible to the naked eye. But a close 
comparison of the ritualism with which Lenin is mentioned 
(throughout the "Cultural Revolution" Lin Piao assured us that 
"99 per cent of Marxist-Leninist classics which we study should 
consist of Mao Tse-tung's writings"), and the deification with 
which Mao is being read back into history for a half-century (i.e., 
the whole mature life of Mao), reveals that 1917 has disappeared 
from history. World revolutionary history begins, instead, in 1919 
with China. 

The rollback of world revolutionary history to China, and not 
just when the Communist Party gained power in 1949, but back 
to China's first modern awakening when the Communist Party had 
not yet been born at all, hardly puts "the universal truths of 
Marxism-Leninism" on a level with "the concrete practice of 
revolution." The new Constitution i6 most specific on the timing; 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(7) Lin's Report was published by the New York Times April 
29, 1969. The translation is the official CCP translation. 

(8) The Constitution appeared in the NYT January 8, 1969; 
a slightly different, version appears in a translation by 
Stuart Schram, China Quarterly. Jan.-Mar., 1969. 

(9) "Mao and the New Mandate" by Edgar Snow, New Repub
lic, May 10, 1969. 

(10) For a fairly detailed report of the military build-up see 
"Will There Be War Between Russia and China?" by Har
rison E. Salisbury, NYT Magazine, 7/27/69. 

POVERTY AND PLANETS 
If Nixon gets those laws 

passed that he wants to, we 
are really going to see some
thing. When they've gone to 
the moon, and are headed for 
Mars, people will not go back
wards. They're just not going 
to take that. I know I won't. 

I'd never go back to living 
like I used to live. And I 
wouldn't let my kids ever live 
like that. I am a very peace
ful person. I hate fights. But 
I'd get out in the streets and 
fight myself before I'd ever 
go back to that. 

Tricky Dicky is just not go
ing to push me back. 

Steelworker's Wife 
Pittsburgh 
* * * 

It cost $24 billion for the 
Apollo program that got man 
to the moon, and nobody 
blinked an eye. It will cost 
$4 billion for the first year 
of Nixon's fancy new "wel
fare program"—and he prac
tically apologized on TV for 
the enormous expenditure he 
was proposing ! There's some
thing wrong with an Estab
lishment that can think like 
that. 

Reader 
Chicago 

* * * 
Detroit Metropolitan Welfare 

Rights Organization are hav
ing hearings with the Depart
ment of Social Services. Re
quests for hearings and spe
cial diet allowances were ig
nored for several months by 
the department. The special 
diet grants would increase 
food allowances from 83 cents 
to about 96 cents per day. 
Many of the children are un
dernourished and in poor 
health because of an inade
quate diet. 

Even though all requests 
were signed by a practicing 
physician, as the County pol
icy requires, the Department 
has refused to have them. 

Detroit mothers declare they 
will not allow their children 
to starve in one of America's 
most prosperous states. The 
department will have to be
gin obeying the law and pro
viding for families to live in 
decency and health. 

Welfare Rights Org'n. 
2631 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, Mich. 48201 

* * * 
Just think of the millions 

of tax dollars that have been 
taken out of workers' checks 
to find out what was on the 
moon, at the same time that 
the problems of man on this 
planet are impossible for man
agement and the big capita
lists to begin to solve. 

After pouring all those mil
lions into the Moon and Mars 
projects they tell the world 
that neither can be of any use 
or serve any meaningful pur

pose for the capitalist. If and 
when that money is suggested 
to be used for mankind on 
this earth, it falls on deaf 
ears* 

This country's l e a d e r s 
would rather use the money 
to buy over leaders of other 
countries around the world to 
oppress, enslave and murder 
the poor and working people 
in their countries. So long as 
those leaders say they are 
friendly to the American cap-
italists, they can be dictator's, 
fascists, white racists in Afri
ca, or even Communists. All 
that is necessary is for them 
to promise they will keep their 
own masses in line. 

Welder 
Detroit 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
The Communist Party in 

Northern Ireland is anxious to 
say that the struggle here h#s 
nothing to do with revolution. 
Let us get the reforms we are 
after, they say in effect, and 
then we will proceed further, 
Betty Sinclair, the Communist 
Secretary of Belfast Trades 
Council resigned from the 
Exec. Committee of the civil 
rights movement some time 
ago. 

There has been a very re
markable development there. 
One speaker said that he 
would welcome the message 
from Edward Kennedy when 
that man lined up with the 
Negroes in their struggle in 
America. Bernadette Devljn 
said that if the civil rights 
movement was concerned only 
with one section of the work
ing class, they could count her 
out. 

Correspondent 
Glasgow 

One or two minor quibbles* 
The property qualification 

for voting in Northern Ireland 
is only in local elections and 
elections to the Stormont Par
liament. There would have 
been no hope of Bernadette 
Devlin being elected on it— 
though there is in Westmihn 
ster elections a considerable 
amount of gerrymandering. 

Chichester Clark is hardly 
previously unknown. His elder 
brother led the Unionist MPs 
at the Westminster Parlia
ment. Nor are they unknown 
to demonstrators. When the 
Paisleyite thugs ambushed the 
demonstrators at Burntollet, 
the Chichester Clark brothers 
and the local police and magis
trates were talking to the 
Paisleyite leaders only half an 
hour or so before the ambush 
and the photographs now pub
lished to prove police com
plicity clearly show the two 
of them., 

L. O. 
England 
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CLASS AND RACE 
I am a white worker who is 

interested in the brotherhood 
of all—black and white—who 
labor for the "better life" of 
the peoples of all nations. 
News & Letters appears to be 
a good tool in this effort. 

In November, the working 
people of Dayton will have 
an opportunity to elect a 
mayor who will represent the 
people and at the same time 
break a political machine 
known as the "all-Dayton-
Committee." (The establish
ment that runs the establish
ment.) 

Lawrence Nelson, the peo
ple's candidate, will be run
ning against Dave Hall, the 
establishment's candidate. The 
fact that Nelson is black and 
lacking in funds means a dif
ficult fight to unseat "ADC" 
Hall, who has an abundance 
of funds and is the incumbent. 

However, Nelson as a work
ing man has qualities his op
ponent lacks. Nelson is a man 
in touch with the people. He 
has ability, understanding and 
spirit in abundance to repre
sent the people of Dayton, 
both black and white. The peo
ple stand to gain much through 
his election as mayor. 

White Worker 
Dayton, Ohio 

CRIME OF .PUNISHMENT 
I am trying to do some re

search for a novel on the Tex
as prison system. My brother 
was sent to prison here a few 
years ago and what he has 
told me of his experiences has 
convinced me that I have to 
do something. 

I do not have the power to 
literally tear down the prison 
walls, or I would. But per
haps my pen will prove to bê  
potent. 

The prisons in this country 
are the most inhuman insti
tutions we have, though the 
military will rate a close sec
ond. Especially in the South 
are the conditions barbaric 
and cruel to the point of being 
incredible. The film, "Cool 
Hand Luke" was a vast under
statement. 

The noted psychiatrist, Karl 
Menninger, in his recent book, 
The Crime of Punishment, at
tacks the prison system, but 
treads lightly on the political 
cancers which perpetuate the ' 
system. The only people going 
to prison are poor people, poor • 
whites and blacks. 

To sit in a courtroom, day 
after day, and see the gross 
injustices leaves a bitter gall 
in the throat that will not go 
away. 

Writer 
Texas 

WOMAN'S LIBERATION 
I have some questions about 

women's liberation. 
There has been a group 

functioning in Baltimore for 
about a year, but I have never 
been very involved in it, as it 
tended to be more psychother
apeutic than political. 

However, a very important 
meeting took place between 
these women and their men 
(who are mostly involved in a 
peace group here) where the 
anti-war women discovered 
they had made errors in not 
concentrating on actions, and 
subordinating themselves to a 
menu's group which they were 
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Views 
led to believe they had a large 
share in. 

Ass a result, they have de
cided; to really begin analyz
ing the woman's problem and 
develop programmatic • sug
gestions as to how to recruit 
women, which women to re
cruit and what to encourage 
these i women to do. 

I have been doing a lot of 
thinking about this issue, es
pecially as women have been 
led to believe that if they put 
their elbows behind the revo
lution, OB the day after, these 
problems would magically dis
appear. Now they are recon
sidering this and begin to un
derstand that they m u s t 
struggle now for the society 
they want to come. 

Many women who had ro
mantic illusions about Cuba 
are beginning to realize that it 
is not the great socialist so
ciety they thought — because 
of the situation of women 
there. Therefore I am beginn
ing to think that women must 
develop a revolutionary ideo
logy around and starting from 
the recognition of their own 
oppression. 

I would like to see some 
discussion of this in News & 
Letters. What is your assess
ment of the up and coming 
women's liberation m o v e -
ment? 

Activist 
Baltimore 

• 
OLD HANDS AND 

N«W FORCES 
The old forces certainly do 

keep trying to take over and 
- swallow up the new forces. 

We saw it in the last union 
elections in our shop. The 
young workers who had or
ganized a new group around 
their own candidates were 
bombarded with a lot of the 
old bunch who wanted "in." 
The young fellows discussed 
whether they should take these 
old hats in, decided not to— 
and won the elections as a 
result. 

You can see it everywhere. 
Take Nixon. Look how long 
he hung around after all his 
defeats, with those greedy lit
tle eyes of his, just waiting, to 
get the chance to get into 
power again. 

You really just have to com
pletely isolate those fellows 
to destroy the old. If you don't, 
somebody is going to go back 
looking for some old hand to 
take over, like Mao. The new 
movement has to keep those 
old jokers from eating it up. 

Black Auto Worker 
Chrysler 

* * * 
I could hardly believe my 

eyes when I read the New 
York (Times account of the 
Panthers'' "National Confer
ence Against Fascism." They 
practically gushed over the 
"great changes" that have 
taken place in the BPP. 

From, the fact that they 
"seldom now show up wearing 
their black leather jackets and 
black berets" and that "the 
guns that were once so vis
ible are never seen now," and 
"the four-letter words that had 
been so much a part of the 
rhetoric just a few months 
ago were gone"—the article 
moved to the "most signifi
cant change," that of their 
ideology: "the enemy is no 
longer just whitey." 

There was not a word about 
the Communist Party influ
ence on the proceedings. Just 
about the great new "togeth-

WHAT IS NEWS & LETTERS? A unique combination 
of workers and intellectuals. 

ORGANIZATION—We are an organization of Marxist Human
ists—blacks and whites who are seeking to change our condi
tions of life in the shops, the schools, the society as a whole. 
To do this we feel that all of us—workers in the factories, 
students in the universities and high schools—must come to
gether and talk about how we can end speed up and racism 
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different human relations, by abolishing the division between 
mental and manual labor. 

PAPER—This is the only paper anywhere edited by a black 
worker, Charles Denby, who works in an auto plant. The only 
paper written by working people, youth and black people 
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Worlds," by Raya Dunayevskaya, chairman of the National 
Editorial Board, and author of Marxism and Freedom. 

We invite you to write for the paper, and to join our 
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erness" of black and white 
that was supposed to have 
taken place.. 

Times reporters just can't 
be all that dumb. You can 
only conclude that they find 
the new Stalinism a lot better 
to swallow than the black na
tionalism they are so happy 
to see "gone." 

Reader 
New York 

PHILOSOPHY AND 
REVOLUTION 

Marcuse is the most pessi
mistic revolutionary I've ever 
read in my life. When you 
read him, you get the impres
sion that he is saying all these 
things with the absolute con
viction that none of this will 
ever happen. 

Student 
West Virginia University 

I attended your conference 
on "Philosophy and Revolu
tion" and was very impressed 
with the analysis and exposi
tion of Raya Dunayevskaya 
and with the general tone and 
viewpoint of the group itself. 
Enclosed is my order for more 
literature. 

Today in our Marxist Phil
osophy class, those of us who 
attended your Conference gave 
their reactions, and the. dis
cussion that ensued — con
cerning political tendencies, 
labor unions, black caucuses,: 
and the direct applicability of 
Marxian analysis to contem
porary America — was the 
most stimulating and enlight
ening class session yet. Every 
member of the class made 
contributions. 

Student 
Michigan 

ANTI-WAR MARCH 
The anti-war demonstration 

in New York on Aug. 9 was 
pretty low key. There seemed 
to be about a thousand people 
there,, mostly young white 
kids. The march was from 
41st and Broadway up to Cen
tral Park. 

When we arrived, there was 
a group of people from the 
American Committee to Sup
port the NLF already up 
front, who had taken over the 
podium and the loud-speaker 
system. There was much ar-

- guing, but an actual fistfight 
was averted. 

It delayed the beginning of 
the speeches for about one 
and a half hours. The speeches 
were nothing to brag about, 
and most of the people really 
didn't seem to be listening. 

The people who spoke were: 
a woman from the Vietnam 

Peace Parade; a Japanese 
woman; Jeff Jones of SDS; 
and One of the Fort Hood 3. 
It seemed to be a pretty a-pol-
itical crowd. 

Marcher 
New York 

• 
ROBBERY IN CAL. 

Taxation should be based on 
ability to pay. There are 5,000 
tax foreclosures monthly in 
California in 1967-68. This 
small homes of elderly people 
who are then moved out of 
their familiar life-time sur
roundings. Only Russia," West 
Germany, Japan and France 
had greater production than 
California in 1967-68. This 
wealthy state's financial-poli
tical entrepreneurs shame
lessly rob the poor. The dispo
sition of the top men on the 
totem pole is to depress the low 
men beyond what is bearable. 

Reader 
California 

I am convinced that rhetoric 
doesn't do as much good as 
action. Because there was so 
much bickering among the 
various camps in Berkeley last 
Spring, two reactionaries were 
elected to the City Council. 
This fall, I think some pro
ductive effort can be made 
towards registering a lot more 
voters among the students, 
and bringing about some rent 
strikes. Berkeley is largely a 
one-factory city—that factory 
being the University—and the 
students are fleeced like sheep 
by the landlords. 

Student 
Berkeley 

• 
BRITISH LABOR 

The Government has suffer
ed a defeat over the proposed 
Bill on unofficial strikes. The 
TUC have promised to act on 
unofficial strikes. That is the 
shameful side but the Govern
ment seized on this way out 
because of the widespread op
position. 

Harold Wilson and Barbara 
Castle forced the Cabinet to 
accept legislation, but it soon 
became obvious that, despite 
the strong language they used, 
the workers would not submit 
to such legislation. Unofficial 
strikers will now be dealt with 
by the trade unions. The union 
leaders will try, but the work
ers will continue to strike. 

The Tories are making the 
most of the Government's re
treat and have intimated that 
when they come to power they 
will make contracts between 
the trade unions and the em
ployers legally binding. 

H. McShane 
Glasgow 

TWO WORLDS 
Splintered World Communism 

(Continued from Page 4) 
"In the past half century, in leading China in the great struggle to 
fulfill the new democratic revolution, in leading the great struggle 
of Socialist revolution and Socialist construction of China . . . 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung has . . . lifted it (Marxism-Leninism) to 
a completely new stage.'.' 

The shocker didn't influence the dissenters at the Moscow 
conference half as much as the dualism — the appeals to world 
revolution within the Sinocentric context. These appeals, as they 
affected the young revolutionaries of their own countries, are what 
underlined their whole behavior. They could hardly take issue 
with the nationalism since it is what they themselves practice. 
Nor could these self-centered, nationalistic weak dissenters separate 
Mao's concept, practice, and passion for "protracted war" which 
inheres in his view of the "uninterrupted revolution" from the 
long-range timing of "a century or more." Since, however, there 
is no other way to attack the retrogressionist content of the Maoist 
form of revolutionary verbiage, neither the Russian rulers nor the 
fake dissenters succeeded in halting the disintegration of world 
Communism. 

STATE-CAPITALISM AND "THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY ECONOMISM" 

The varied nationalisms underlying splintered Communism are 
neither the ordinary bourgeois type of the 19th century, nor the 
new revolutionary nationalisms either of the Third World against 
Western imperialism, or of East Europe against Russian imperial
ism, be that of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters of 1956, or the 
Czechoslovakian spring 1968. 

We must not forget that Mao urged Khrushchev to launch the 
counter-revolution against the Hungarian Revolution. He opposed 
the invasion of Czechoslovakia only because by then he had broken 
with Russia on other grounds. Mao wants a third axis for world 
power created as against the "hegemonies" of the Russian or 
American orbits not because he was for the revolutionaries/in 
Czechoslovakia (whom he bitterly attacked as "revisionists" until 
the very day of the invasion), but because the class-collaborationist 
third axis he had counted on, Peking-Djakarta, collapsed 
ignominiously. 

The varied nationalisms do have a "world" character but it is 
not the kind Trotsky predicted would result from Sfalin's theory 
of "socialism in one country", i.e. that each Communist Party 
would capitulate to the bourgeoisie in its own country — the 
French C.P. to France, the American C.P. to the U.S., etc. No, 
the national Communisms kept faithful to their world, the new 
stage of world capitalism, state-capitalism, with its State Plan, 
State Party, "Red Army". Being the highest form of centralization 
of capital, state-capitalism reaches out for contiguous masses of 
capital. Hitler attempted it with his search for "lebensraum" 
and in the end failed. Stalin attempted it in East Europe and 
succeeded. It remains the model for both Brezhnev and Mao. The 
collision of the two models at a still newer front only proves the 
non-viability of state-capitalism calling itself Communism. Like pri
vate capitalism, state-capitalism has but one way to live luxuriously 
— the exploitation of "its" masses. It is this which dooms it, with 
or without the embroidery of Marxist language transformed into 
its opposite. 

Of all Mao's perversions of "Marxism-Leninism", none is of a 
more capitalistic mentality and nature than that which he calls 
"the struggle against counter-revolutionary economism." When 
Lenin first began his battles against the "economists", i.e., the 
intellectuals who wished to restrict workers' activities to the trade 
union field only, reserving for themselves the field of politics, he 
maintained that the backwardness of the Tsarist regime did not 
mean the workers were backward; that only by mass initiative and 
all-round political activity could Tsarism be overthrown. When 
World War I broke out and he found that even some Bolshevik 
intellectuals, specifically Bukharin and Pyatakov, opposed self-
determination instead of seeing that national struggles were A 
"bacillus" for proletarian revolution, he lashed out against their 
"imperialist economism". In all cases, the fight against "econom
ism" was a fight against intellectuals, leaders, elitists of all sorts, 
whose mechanical views on economic development led them to 
disregard the "sense and reason" of the.masses, who alone could 
transform society. 

- Lenin held on to his principle that Bolsheviks could prove their 
"proletarianism" in one and only one way — by changing the 
conditions of labor — after they came to power. He lashed out 
against the beginnings of Soviet bureaucracy by reminding his co-
leaders that Marx had but one way of distinguishing socialism 
from capitalism and that is by the change in labor's conditions of 
labor. "In Capital," wrote Lenin (11), "Karl Marx ridicules the 
pompous and grandiloquent bourgeois-democratic great charter of 
liberty and the rights of man . . . Marx contrasts this pompous 
declaration of rights to the plain . . . presentation . . . by the 
proletariat: the legislative enactment of a shorter working day' 
. . ." Lenin drives home the point for Russia: "The 'formulae' of 
genuine Communism, differ from the pompous, involved, solemn 
phrasemongering of the Kautskys, the Meneheviks and the Socialist-
Revolutionaries . . . in that they reduce everything to the condi
tions of labor. (12) 

Now contrast this to the pompous phrases of Mao who, at one 
and the same time, asks the masses "to grasp the revolution and 
increase production" and, at once, spells out "increase in produc
tion" not only as more proletarian sweat, but also "equalized" 
(read: lowered) to peasant wages, at which point Lin-Mao un
loose a political barrage against workers who fight the lowering 
of their wages as "economists". All this is climaxed by an actual 
military move against workers who dare to strike. This passes for 
"the struggle against counter-revolutionary economism." 

This is not just a perversion of theory, nor merely a rewrite 
of history. This is class exploitation of the masses, proletariat and 
peasantry alike. 

All you have to do to see that a "mass line", in Mao's China, 
means mass sweat, is to contrast it to the pampering of private 

(Continued on Page 7) 

(11) Lenin, Selected Works, Vol. IX, p. 439. (A Great Begin
ning, dated 6/28/19 can be found both in Collected Works 
and as a separate pamphlet.) 

(12) Ibid, p, 44Q. , _ . . . . 
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I Doing and Thinking | 
Women Face United Front 

By Bernard Wendell 

• It is hard to determine the 
significance of the First Na
tional Conference for a 
United Front Against Fasc
ism, organized by the Black 
Panther Party and held in 
Oakland on July 18-20, espe
cially in relation to the fur
ther evolution of the Pan
thers. 

The purpose of the conference 
was to mobilize the movement 
and its supporters for self-de
fense, especially legal self-de
fense, against the growing forces 
of repression in this country. Or
ganization toward this end is, 
of course, vital at this point. 
DEPRESSION 

Unfortunately, much of what 
the conference was called to fight 
was present in its own ranks. 
Sadly, many of the acts of the 
Panthers toward other groups in 
the movement can only be termed 
repression, all unjustified, unnec-
sary, and totally harmful to the 
movement. (See related articles 
on this page.) 
WOMEN 

The greatest opposition to the 
way the conference was manipu
lated was put up by the women. 
The panel on women's liberation 
was delayed and almost cancelled 
entirely as Communist "theoreti
cian Herbert Aptheker talked on 
and on about the history of fasc
ism, despite the restlessness of 
the audience. 

Finally the women Stood up, 
shouting and cjapping. Though 
Margaret Wright of the Los An
geles Black School Board was 
removed by Panther security 
guards, 200 women, surprisingly 
militant and mainly white, could-
not be carried out. 

Roberta Alexander of the Pan
thers explained the struggle for 
woman's liberation within the 
party against -male chauvinist 
tendency to relegate them to 
clerical and other non-leadership 
roles. She and other women spoke 
of the vital need women, includ

ing black women, have to de
fine themselves. Only then 
can they really be equal to men. 

The women's panel was prob
ably the best part of the confer
ence. It was certainly the most 
open and thus the most honest. 
But this was mainly because of 
the women's determination not to 
let themselves be silenced, a 
determination which most other 
dissenting groups seemed to lack. 

Another commendable aspect 
of the Conference was the dis
cussion of Cesar Chavez, under 
the topic of "Workers Against 
Fascism," by a member of the 
United Farm Workers. A worker 
from International Harvester in 
Chicago talked of the impotence 
of the UAW and the constant 
speed-ups and compulsory over
time with which every auto work
er is familiar. Also, a member of 
the Young Lords of Chicago spoke 
of the need of southern whites, 
north and south, to get together 
and ally with the black people 
against capitalism and the racism 
it breeds. 

These talks give an air of con-
creteness and reality to reports 
at the conference which were in 
general very surrealistic and ab-
tract. Certainly many -of these 
events are reminiscent of the 
recent disastrous SDS convention. 

PANTHERS 
The impatience of the Pan

thers with white radicals and 
their factions is understandable. 
They are^fijamed and murdered 
every day. They feel that they 
are up against the wall and that 
the others are not. 

However, using manipulative 
and outright militaristic tactics 
against those with whom they de
sire to ally, will do the Panthers 
no good and will certainly not 
help them survive against the 
forces of repression. 

They can ony reach the people 
as representatives of freedom 
opposed to capitalism and its 
repressiveness. 

Stalinism at Anti-Fascism 
Oakland, Calif.—It's dif

f icul ty say what the Black 
PantHer Party hoped to gain 
from their National Confer
ence for a United Front 
against Fascism. Some three 
to four thousand people— 
many from distant areas of 
the country—showed up the 
first day. By the third and 
last day, their numbers had 
been steadily reduced to sev
eral hundred. 

The first day's participants 
("audience" is more accurate) 
came primarily out of respect 
for the Panthers. Within a few 
days' time, that respect had di
minished considerably. The Pan
thers not only failed to gain any
thing from the United Front, 
they lost a lot. 
CP DOMINATION 

The main reason for the Con
ference's dismal flop was politi
cal. Apparently, the Panthers 
have found it difficult to develop 
material support — especially 
money — among white radicals, 
with the exception of one organ
ization: the Communist Party. 
Thus the CP emerged as the ma
jor co-sponsor of the Conference. 
Consequently, the participants 
were subjected to endless, dreary 
lectures by such people as Her
bert Apthecker. 

The influence of the CP was 
evident even in the invitation to 
the Conference. This included a 
half-page quote from, of all 
things, a 1935 speech by Georgi 
Dimitroff. Dimitroff was Stalin's 
architect for the first "United 
Front." Virtually all speakers 
and sloganeers pushed the CP 
line. 

There was no way to change 
the Conference format from be
low. The first night, a large num

ber of women stood to protest 
the displacement of a women's 
liberation panel by Apthecker. 
A prominent, male Panther 
spokesman then took the micro
phone to denounce the wtomen 
as "ultra-feminists" and "pigs." 
One woman, who happened to be 
black, was physically ejected for 
her vocal protest. 

RADICALS ATTACKED 
Other left-wing critics of the 

Conference were also dealt with 
abusively. Members of the Inde
pendent Socialist Club were 
prohibited from distributing a 
special edition of their newspa
per, that raised questions N>about 
such a "United Front." They 
were also prohibited from selling 
the pamphlet, "Two Souls Of So
cialism," which attacks elitism 
and Stalinism. 

On several occasions, Panther 
guards ejected ISC members for 
passing out leaflets that criti
cized the politics of the Confer
ence, the authoritarian way in 
which it was being run, and the 
way women were being treated. 
On the whole, early Conference 
participants were extremely re
ceptive to the ISC's criticisms, 
and were distressed at the heavy-
handed way these criticisms 
were met. Members of several 
other organizations, including the 
Spartacist ^League, were also 
treated abusively, and thrown 
out. 

The major "enemy" of the 
United Front, however, turned 
out to be the Progressive Labor 
Party. PL had been banned in 
advance from the Conference. 

The only people who really en
joyed the Conference were the 
tCPers. Their partnership with the 
panthers, they hoped, would 
breathe life back into their 
corpse of a party. Predominately 

State Move to Control Czech Students Stirs Opposition 
iEd. Note: As we go to press 

massive demonstrations by work
ers and students are breaking out 
in Czechoslovakia to mark the 
first anniversary of the Russian 
invasion. D e spite increasing 
threats from neo-Stalinist bureau
crats, the Czech and Slovak mas
ses are continuing their struggle 
for socialist democracy and refus
ing to allow the post-invasion sit
uation to be "normalized." The 
following report was received in 
July.) 

• • • 

Prague, Czechoslovakia.— 
After the University Stu
dents Union decided at its 
regular Convention in April 
not to join the National 
Front (the Communist-domi
nated ruling political coali
tion in Czechoslovakia), the 
Czechoslovak student move
ment suffered serious divi
sion. 

The refusal to join automati
cally implied economic sanc
tions by the government, includ
ing loss of the state support of 
seven million crowns, and it was 
necessary to lay off the employ
ees of the Union office. The 
majority of these leader-bureau
crats were leftovers from the old 
Czechoslovak Youth Organiza
tion—that is to say, they had 
never done any other work, and 
they tried to get the Convention 
decision changed. 

* * * 

ANOTHER group, made up of 
moderates from the old Union 
presidium, tried the same thing. 
In the beginning of May, these 

two groups united to form the 
"coordination committee," that 
is, a higher organ of faculties 
wishing to join the Front. But 
they were only able to get three 
faculties (downtown Brno and 
the law and medicine students 
in Prague) to join them. 

ANTI-UNION CAMPAIGN 
On May 12, the presidium of 

the Union met and, while recog
nizing the right of others to form 
factions in opposition to its activi
ties, reminded the "coordination 
committee" that it was in the 
process of trying to break up the 
Union. 

Also to be mentioned here are 
the press campaigns carried on 
by the higher Party organs 
against the Union, the support 
given in the press to the activi
ties of the "coordination commit
tee" and, on the other hand, the 
total lack of means of informa
tion available to the Presidium 
of the Union, which could only 
publish its decisions through 
stenciled leaflets which couldn't 
reach that many people. 

• * * 
THIS CAMPAIGN was de

signed to convince public opinion 
that a handful of extremist and 
irresponsible leaders had usurped 
the leadership of the Union and 
that the creation of the "coordi
nation committee" was the ex
pression of the just anger of the 
great majority of students, en
raged at the irresponsible, poli

tics of the Presidium of the 
Union. 

HARSHER METHODS 
As the totalitarian regime in 

the Czechoslovak Republic got 
harder and harder (c.f. the May 
plenum of the Central Commit
tee), the higher Party organs 
tried to resolve the situation in 
the Union. Since the economic 
sanctions hadn't produced the 
desired results, and since the 
activities of the "coordination 
committee" hadn't worked due 
to disunity among that coalition 
of forces, the Party decided to 
adopt harsher methods. 

During the month of June, the 
"coordination committee" prac
tically ceased to function, and 
the attempted putsch (worked 
out for the bureaucrats by Strou-
gal's office) fell flat, mainly be
cause a putsch carried out in a 
student organization by balding 
30-year-old "youths" is somewhat 
inelegant. So much so, that on 
June 20 the Union was dissolved 
by order of the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

* * * 

IMMEDIATELY after the ban
ning of the Union, a so-called 
"preparatory committee" was 
formed. Its mission was to found 
a new Quisling organization, and 
its membership (mostly bureau

crats) revealed its character. 
Many faculties immediately pro
tested the. formation of this 
organ. 

One declaration by the Math 
and Physics students at Charles 
University states: "The activi
ties of the preparatory commit
tee . . . are just like the activi
ties of the leadership of the 
State and the Party ever since 
August 1968. They respect all 
kinds of "realities" except for 
the rights and the will of the 
Czechoslovak people." There 
were many such statements. 

WORKERS PROTEST 
More important than any state

ments, however, was the strike 
which took place on June 24 
in 13 Prague factories. It was 
organized as a protest against 
the banning of the Union and that 
of the Society for the Ri#hts of 
Man, the persecution of pro
gressive journalists, the [ delay 
in the law on socialist enter
prises, and the general abandon
ment of the postJanuary (1968) 
policy. 

The strike, which lasted only 
15 minutes, was prepared in 50 
factories, but because of organi
zational inexperience and the 
resistance of trade union bureau
crats and factory administrators, 
it was not that massive. 

UTH 
Conference 
middle-aged or elderly, the CPers 
seemed rejuvenated by the fa
miliar, United Front spirit of the 
'30's. They enjoyed all the thug
gery and suppression of discon
tent, claiming "this is no time for 
differences." The CP proved that 
in their heart of hearts, they are 
still Stalinists. 

The anti-Fascism Conference— 
and the SDS Convention a few 
weeks prior—indicate how deeply 
Stalinism has permeated the 
American movement. The term 
"Stalinism" is not useds lightly 
here. 

, Para-military 'groups are being 
organized to discipline the move
ment. 

VANGUARDISM 

Accompanying this militariza
tion is the tendency for these 
organizations to define them
selves as the "vanguard." Those 
who disagree are ipso facto 
"counter-revolutionaries'' simply 
because they disagree1 '.with the 
vanguard. The vanguard is the 
source of all truth and wisdom. 

Naturally, this kind of van-
guardism is accompanied by a 
great deal of uncritical hero-
worship. Hero worship is the con
centration of the vanguard con
cept in one person. The'prevelant 
form is "Chairman Mao says . . . " 
It may be Chairman ,Mao, it may 
be Stalin, or it may be some
thing like "Chairman Seale says 
we must struggle with the people, 
not against them." Polities is re
duced to the slogan. 

Meetings are increasingly run 
from the top. There were no 
votes taken at the anti-Fascism 
conference. This trend is spread
ing. 

There is also a political content 
to this Stalinism. 

Revolutionary Youth Movement 
(RlfM) Students for a Democratic 
Society leaders not only revere 
Stalin as an abstract hero, they 
also agree with his polities—in 
the way a party or regime should 
operate internally, and in the 
way society should be organ
ized. RYM—along with the Pan
thers and PL—self-consciously 
rejects the fundamental precept 
of revolutionary Marxism, work
ers' control over production. 

Stalinism is an immensely self-
destructive force. Already it has 
made a shambles of the student 
left, and threatens a, major por
tion of the black liberation move
ment. 

What will happen if it con
tinues? The anti-Fascism confer
ence was a preview. The CP, of 
course cannot revive, no more 
than any other corpsie. The Pan
thers, assuming they remain with 
the CP, will be reduced to a 
small organization without com
munity support, fighting legal 
battles. 

The major white organizations, 
including both SDS's (RYM and 
PL), will spiral downward, as 
fighting and expulsions increase 
in severity and frequency. The 
various socialist groups and sects 
will experience a temporary re
vival, as they pick up a portion 
of the demoralized. 

Most activists will simply drop 
out, as the organized left re
turns to a state of weakness 
similar to the 1950's. If the move
ment's Stalinism continues, all 
the ruling class has to do is sit 
back and laugh. 

—Charles Leinenweber 



AUG.-SEPT., 1969 NEWS & LETTERS PACE % 

Panthers, Old Left 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Communist Party and the left 
liberalism of the Ramparts 
magazih^ type, Bobby Seale's 
simplistic analysis of Facism. "of 
avaricious businessmen — demo-
gogic politicians — and pig cops," 
does not differ at all from theore
tician sAptheker's definition of 
American Fascism as "a death 
wish" of reactionary and racist 
elements within capitalism. 
A NEW; TURN FOR BPP 

At this. Conference, the Black 
Panther Party has taken a new 
turn in ijts politics. It is obvious 
that this - Conference could not 
have been called by the Panthers 
alone. Their previous "politics" 
of Maoism and urban guerilla 
warfare against the police has 
suddenly given way to the legal
istic formula "Control of the 
Police, by the Community," to be 
achieved by constutional amend
ment, i.e. amendments to local 
city charters. 

In discussing this with a "prac
tical" person at the Conference, 
I was told: "Why are you even 
concerned with this? The Pan
thers are faced with annihilation 
by the police and the courts; 
many of its members are jailed 
facing capital charges. It is only 
the liberals and communists who 
can provide them with the money 
and help they badly need — a 
shift in political emphasis is of 
ho importance." 

Withotit being pessimistic, this 
attitude Seems to me to sum up 
a whole decade of "new leftism" 
that has turned full circle to the 
liberal politics of "Popular Front-
ism." From "don't trust anyone 
over 30," to "Black Power," to 
"Non-negotiable demands" we 
have arrived at "Power to the 
People" via the constitution. 

—Black Observer 
Berkeley, Calif. 

Discussion Article 

New Left Group in Israel 
Lists Slates, Sets Principles 

Before the second conven
tion of Mapam there were a 
number of meetings of op
ponents of the alignment 
with the ruling labour party 
to discuss plans for the 
future. It was agreed to postpone 
discussions of establishing a new 
independent Left until after the 
convention, so as not to break 
the common front of all align
ment-opponents — many of whom 
made it clear they would oppose 
but obey the majority decsion in 
Mapam. 

The convention vote was, as in 
the previous session, 36% against, 
64% for. Two weeks later we had 
a committee meeting that pro
posed starting an organizational 
nucleus of a new left movement 
in Israel . . . 

We are preparing to enter a left 
list in the coming elections to the 
Knesset (parliament) in Novem
ber, and a list of worker com
mittees in the September trade 
union elections. The importance 
of the election campaign lies in 
the fact that it is the best time 
for propaganda, gaining adherents 
and presenting the public with a 
genuine left alternative to the 
status quo, rather than support
ing a "lesser evil" party. 

Mordechai Cafri 
Israel 

* * * 
Excerpts from "Proposed Prin

ciples of the Israeli New Left" 
SOCIALIST HUMANISM 

Our aim should be to create in 
our country a social order that 
will make possible continuous 
progress along socialist-humanist 

One Year After the Invasion 
this Marxist-Humanist analysis of the Czecho
slovak revolution and counter revolution, made 
at the time of those historic events, is more 
urgent today than ever. 
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patterns and strivings . . . Social
ist humanism is not identical with 
admixture of liberalism and dem 
ocracy as a graft on the basis of 
the East European regimes — 
creating a non-capitalist version 
of affluent society — but a basic 
change in the relations between 
men in society . . . 

Socialist humanism in Israel 
can not be realized if we shall 
limit ourselves to struggle against 
the status quo. The very struc 
ture of the country is still in pro
cess of creation, even the social 
status quo is still pluralistic. 

We can and should prove the 
validity of our positive aspirations 
in constructive social projects 
that would deepen and extend the 
socialist e x p e r i m e n t s of the 
Israeli labour movement — in 
novating and advancing precisely 
where the old left has stopped, 
stagnates and is retreating. City 
kibutzim, c o l l e c t i v e economic 
projects, humanist Jewish-Arab 
projects, social projects in the 
centers of Israel's poverty — are 
examples of issues we must start 
treating creatively and practi
cally . . . 
THE THIRD WORLD AND 

THE NEW LEFT 
The romantic attitudes to the 

third world, "world city versus 
world village" conception, and 
views of marginal strata as car
riers of the revolution, are not 
only unscientific socially, but also 
anti-human. The view of the 
whole civilization of the develop 
ed countries as Incapable of 
radical p r o g r e s s i v e change 
through internal processes flaunts 
all we know of history. 

Striving not for social change 
there but for total destruction is 
bound to devastate not the status 
quo but the left itself . . . 

NEO-NATIONAL1SM AND THE 
EQUALITY OF NATIONS 

The period of rebellion against 
the old regime has created the 
slogan of equity of men. Our 
modern time — the period of 
super powers, in which most of 
the smaller nations and states are 
becoming satellites and depen
dents — demands new struggles 
for the genuine independence and 
freedom of all nations and states 
and against the domination of the 
super powers. 

We are witnessing in our time 
the rise of a whole new series of 
national movements of peoples 
considered assimilating* and dis
appearing in the fold of larger 
nations: the Scots, Welsh, Bre
tons, Basks, etc., in Europe, the 
French Canadians, the Black 
Power movement in USA and the 
Jewish-Zionist national movement 
all fit the pattern of weaker, 
smaller or minority people strug
gling for equality with the free 
and sovereign nations . . . 

This same principle holds not 
only for the right of the Jews to 
defend their freedom and sover
eignity and security in Israel, but 
in the same way, against all de
mands of Israeli Chauvinists to 
annex the western bank of Jor
dan, because the Palestinian Ar
abs who live there have equally 
sovereign national rights to a 
state of their own. 

S l o g a n s of "Universalism," 
views of national distinctions as 
obsolete phenomena, serve actu
ally the great power interests of 
the assimilatory states: Soviet 
Russification in the East, Ameri
canization in the West, etc. In 
actual politics the national factor 
is of utmost importance — especi
ally in resistance to imperialism 
and great power domination — 
and the new left must develop a 
principled, consistant and realis
tic attitude to this vital aspect of 
contemporary politics . . . 

The left of every country needs 
the freedom to consider indepen
dently and in local terms its own 
fate and its country's problems. 

Splintered World Communism 
(Continued from Page 5) 

capitalists — not the Party men who are supposed "to have takes, 
the road back to capitalism", but the real, the existing private 
capitalists — who, 20 years after the Communist conquest of poweE, 
still get 5 per cent profits on their investments. Where a worker 
gets barely enough to live, a capitalist like Jung Ye-jen gets an* 
nually 3 million yuan in profit. Not only that; he also has 
important political posts, which is a great deal more important 
than money in a country where "politics takes command." 

I do not mean to say that these private capitalists have Hie 
power of the Party, much less the Army. I do say they exist and 
the only reason they are still permitted to exist is because the 
opposition of the masses to Mao and his "hereditary" hierarchical 
heir, Lin Piao, is via slowdown, "low productivity", and what, 
when it comes to the youth, the Maoists now call "anarchism." (1¾ 

The total hypocrisy of the dissenters in Russia was seen not 
so much in keeping Mao from getting excluded from "world Com
munism" — after all, all of the Communist state powers from 
Russia to China, and from Rumania to Albania, rule exactly by 
such exploitative means. No, the total hypocrisy was to be seen 
in doing nothing for Czechoslovakian Freedom Fighters, though 
these same loud-mouthed leaders did, in words, denounce the Rus
sian invasion. The hypocrisy was seen as they closed their eyes 
to the Tartar demonstration right in Moscow. 

The hypocrisy was seen in doing nothing for the brave Russians 
who demonstrated in opposition to their country's imperialist invasion 
of Czechoslovakia, and who are now rotting in jail for it. In thus 
evading the Russian dissenters urging help in prevention of the 
recurrence of "the ominous shadow of Stalin from darkening out 
future," the 75 Communist Parties meeting in Moscow, including 
those dissenters, proved they themselves were that "ominous 
shadow." 

Equally ominous a shadow was cast by Mao who had shown 
his first hostility to Russia in February 1956 when the 20th Rus
sian'Communist Party launched deStalinization "without con
sulting China". Obviously however, the Central Committee ©f 
the Communist Party of China did know what was required 
of them since, in September 1956, they convened their first 
Congress since coming to power in 1949, and, the new Party Con
stitution then adopted eliminated the expression "under the guid
ance of the Thought of Mao Tse-tung", replacing it with the phrase 
"under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism." It is the latter 
phrase which has now been eliminated. The 1969 Constitution 
both deifies Mao and rolls history back not only from "socialism" 
but even from capitalism as it returns to the feudal, monarchical 
form of having the ruler name his "successor". 

This rollback of history is being touted as "a" "new model of 
Communism and attracting the interest of a whole generation 
(sic!), even in Europe and in the U.S." (14) That some who call 
themselves the New Left do indeed accept this bizarre happening 
as "revolutionary" only discloses a "new model" of Communist 
bankruptcy of thought that vies with the bourgeois bankruptcy of 
thought that is the seal of decadent capitalism. 

On the other hand, the Chinese masses are restless, so op
posed to Mao as to make his victories Pyrrhic enough. Thus, the 
time ^nd place of the CCP Congress was not revealed until after 
it met. Thus, the open attacks on youth opposition that is suddenly-
declared to be "anarchist." Thus, mass opposition to Maoism and 
outright revolts are first now coming to light but have, in fact, been 
occurring for years and yrere the reason that Mao-Lin had called 
the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution." (15) 

WILL WEST GERMANY SUDDENLY BECOME 
THE HOLDER OF THE KEY TO WORLD HISTORY? 

The shift in world strategy within the Communist orbits, 
of necessity, involves drastic changes in all international relations. 
At the Moscow Congress Brezhnev accused Mao's China of flirting 
with "West German revengists". It is true that there has been 
some detente between China and West Germany. But the greater 
truth is that a rapprochement of relations between Russia and 
West Germany has begun on a vaster scale, not only in trade, 
but in toning down the criticisms of West Germany, including 
its failure to sign the anti-nuclear proliferation treaty. 

So worrisome is this development to France that some have 
urged that its coming meeting with Germany be especially "open", 
that is to say, that France itself offers to sign the anti-nuclear 
proliferation treaty in order to get West Germany to do so. 
They hope to thwart both Russia which wants its European 
frontier "secure" for any possible war with China, and the U.S. 
which might be tempted actually to provide nuclear arms to West 
Germany and thus undermine the Franco-German Pact. (16) 

There is no way to foresee all the ramifications of the present 
heated stage of the Sino-Soviet conflict, or to predict the possible 
shocking international realignments now that world Communism 
is so splintered. No doubt the double and triple crosses awaiting 
the masses will pale the Hitler-Stalin Pact. But one thing is 
sure, predictable, irreversible — the class enemy is always at 
home; the production relations between exploiters and exploited 
determine everything else, internally and externally. 

There is therefore only one position for Marxist-Humanists to 
take and that is to refuse to side with "the lesser evil," no matter 
what that is declared to be. Nothing short of uprooting the world 
status quo, of being with the genuine revolutionary forces — 
proletarians, national minorities, women's liberation, youth — to 
forge a new relationship of theory and practice will, once and for 
all, create the foundation of a society on totally new, human 
foundations. 

—August 7, 1969 

(13) "Peking Asks Student Discipline", NYT, July 27, 1969. 
For my analysis of the "Cultural Revolution" as a whole, 
see "Mao's China and the 'Proletarian Cultural Revolu
tion' ". (News & Letters, Detroit, Mich., 4S201). 

(14) See K. S. Karol, "Drawn Match at Moscow", New States
man, June 27, 1969. 

(15) One of the Manifestoes of the opposition to Mao by the 
Hunan Provincial Proletarian Revolutionary Great Alliance 
Committee was translated in Survey of China Mainland 
Press, Hong Kong, 4190, and appears in International 
Socialism, June/July 1969. 

(16) "Germany Remains Focal Point" by Andre Fontaine, 
Le Monde (Weekly Selection, July 9, 1969). 
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Inflation and Unemployment 
Show Farce of Nixon Plan 

(Continued from Page 1) 
companies the excuse to increase 
their prices in turn. In fact, Ford 
has already sent dealers a price 
increase for 1970, of at least two 
percent. 

Nixon's economic advisors are 
attempting to brake the inflation 
by "squeezing off the money 
supply" through spiraling interest 
rates, and taxing those at the 
bottom of the economic ladder— 
who are being blamed for the 
inflation by supposedly demand
ing more goods—while the really 
smart millionaires have found so 

- many loopholes that they are pay
ing almost no taxes at all. The 
so-called "tax reforms" that Con. 
gress claims will be passed next 
session do not even scratch the 
surface of the fantastic depre
ciation allowances and other gim
micks of big business. 

Nixon's advisers are the very 
same ones who counselled Presi
dent Eisenhower — and we ex
perienced three recessions dur
ing his regime. 

Nixon is also busily hinting 
that if labor does not voluntarily 
follow his wage "guidelines" dur
ing the contract negotiations that 
are coming up, "controls" will 
have to be imposed by the gov
ernment. 

The truth of the matter is that 
inflation has very little to do with 
either "higher wage demands" 
of labor, or the demand for goods 
by the public. It has a very sreat 
deal to do with the Vietnam War 
and the ever-increasing militari-

** zation of the economy. 
DECLINING WAGES 

Prices, according to govern
ment statistics, increased only 
about one percent a year from 
1960 through 1964. Beginning with 
the 1965 escalation of the War ir 
Vietnam, they escalated to more 
than 5 percent annually by 1969, 
as the defense budget escalated 
from $50 billion in 1965 to $81 
billion in 1969. 

Even more revealing, corporate 
profits, after taxes, rose from 
$48 billion in 1965 to $53 billion 
in 1968. But Labor Department 
figures show that there has ac
tually been a" decline in the 
standard of living for workers 
during this period. 

The average wage of a worker 
in private industry with a family 
of four, has increased $14.74 a 
week from 1965 to 1969. But when 
federal taxes of $4.80 a week, 
plus another $11.18 a week in 
rising prices, are deducted, he 

--*winds up with $1.24 less a week 
in actual purchasing power now 
than in 1965. 
PRODUCTION FOR DEATH 

R is the militarization of the 
economy that has not only pushed 
prices ever-higher, but thatmakes 
it impossible really to solve the 
inflation, since so much of the 
economy is destructive that it 
is completely unrecuperable, pro
ductively speaking. $77 mililon a 
day is being spent in Vietnam for 
death and destruction. 

The Pentagon by now not only 
employs fully half of all the ci
vilians in the government, but 
helps support more than 100,000 
companies throughout the coun
try. Some 15 percent of all finish
ed products of U.S. industry are 
purchased by the Defense De
partment. 

The weight of the burden is 
shifted back to the shoulders 
of the workers, who, alone, create 
all the wealth, but whose only 
share of the "national wealth" 
turns out to be the "national 

debt," as Marx said long ago. 
By now the total of our indi

vidual income taxes—some $84 
billion a year— almost equals the 
annual defense spending of over 
$80 billion. It is the outcry against 
so demented a system which has 
forced the Administration and 
Congress to introduce the ges
tures of "tax reform", and "de
fense cuts." They are gestures 
so insignificant that they can 
hardly even be called "tokenism." 

Retired General Gavin expres
sed the feelings of millions when 
he said, during the ABM debate, 
"Should we allow the Pentagon 
to utilize every new technology 
at the expense of our domestic 
needs?" 

But there are few who really 
believe that if the war against 
Vietnam ended tomorrow, the 
billions being poured into that 
horrifying destruction would be 
used instead to abolish poverty. 

It is the sickness of capitalism 
that it cannot eliminate either 
racism, or poverty, or war. 
PERMANENT CRISIS 

Marx's contention was that the 
system would collapse because 
surplus-value, which is all that 
this system is interested in, can 
come only from living labor. 
Machinery and raw materials 
merely transfer their value to the 
finished product. Only the living 
laborer can create value. Yet the 
contradictory tendency inherent 
in capitalism is to use less and 
less living labor, and more and 
more machinery. The result is a 
permanent army of unemployed, 
and a decline in the capitalist's 
rate of profit'. 

Mammoth as the mass of pro
fits are, and even though labor 
productivity continues to in
crease, it is this decline in the 
rate of profit that keeps the 
system in permanent crisis. 

This country never got out of 
the 1929 depression, which simply 
got absorbed into World War 
II. Only the expansion of state 
intervention into the economy 
kept production increasing. Ever 
since then, we have simply 
bounced from one more war to 
one more recession. 

It is a permanent crisis that 
this system cannot solve. 
THE ONLY WAY OUT 

It is the insanity of a society 
like this that has made the youth 
determined to reject it com
pletely. The black masses have 
likewise made it abundantly clear 
that they have no intentions of 
accepting this racist, class-ridden 
society. Even the white working 
class, which is supposed to be 
"integrated" into the system, 
and does reveal its racism all 
too often, has been showing new 
militancy in many ways. 

The opposition in the Senate to 
the ABM system was a reflection 
of the very deep anti-war feelings 
throughout the country. But the 
ABM, is, nevertheless going to be 
deployed. And that is only one 
small part of the total $22 billion 
that the military is requesting, 
just for new weapons and re
search funds in 1970, that have 
nothing directly to do with Viet
nam. 

The only way out of the per
manent crisis that the military-
industrial complex is escalating 
to the point of actual destruction 
of all civilization as we have 
known it, is a totally new so
ciety, on totally new human 
foundations. That is precisely 
what the new forces of revolu
tion are trying to create. 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

(preface by Herbert Marcuse) 
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Our Life and Times 
By Peter Mallory 

One Giant Leap To Spend Millions For 
Moon; No Small Steps To Fight Poverty 

To have one basis for science 
and another for life is a 
priori a lie.—Karl Marx 
The statement of Astronaut 

Neil Armstrong as the first 
man to set foot on the moon, 
"One small step for man; a 
giant leap for mankind," 
sounded good to the millions 
throughout the world who 
were thrilled by the accom
plishment and fascinated by 
the sights seen. 

There was some truth in at 
least part of Armstrong's state
ment. Translated it b o i l e d 
down to, man on earth will 
gain nothing in his everyday 
life while the capitalist cor
porations, with their military 
partners, will gain billions in 
new contracts at the expense 
of poverty-stricken millions of 
people in the United States. 

President Nixon has used 
the adventure as the spring
board for his worldwide ad
venture tour, promising every 
dictator ally a hunk of the 
moon for a pledge of his loy
alty. When he promises one 
nation one thing, then in an 
adjacent country promises 
another the opposite, he for
gets that his voice travels over 
international boundaries and 
neither side believes his state
ments. 

MOON POLITICS 
He was equally opportunis

tic on the moon flight. He 
made quite a point of trying 
to greet the Astronauts before 
and after their mission with 
full TV coverage. This helped 
Nixon politics, n o t space 
science. Visits to the totali
tarian regimes in such coun
tries as Indonesia, the King
dom of Thailand and Rumania, 
offer little hope to the millions 
of oppressed people through
out the world that the U.S. 
will support their struggle for 
freedom from their oppres
sors. 

It is little wonder that Rus
sian rulers, masters at the 
same game of exploiting scien
tific achievment for political 
ends, are claiming foul play. 

The average American is 
ready to contribute part of his 
heavy tax load for science if 
science means that the re
search and development of 
these projects include a cure 
for cancer (which they do not) 
and projects that will enable 
his everyday life to be just a 
little bit more endurable. 

As Karl Marx pointed out 
over 100 years ago, "to have 
one basis for science and an
other for life on this earth is a 
priori a lie." This holds equal
ly for Russians and Ameri
cans. 

There are few Americans 
who are not thrilled by the 
exploit of placing man on the 
moon as a scientific achieve
ment. Equally, there are few 
who approve the spending of 
$24 billion for a moon project 
when politicians such as Thur
mond of South Carolina and 
the rest of reactionary ilk 
deny human rights to black 
people here on earth. 

The black people do not view 
this project with awe. They 
wonder why the government 
that collects 20% of their 
wages in taxes cannot dip into 
that $24 billion to provide them 
with the means of subsistence. 
•They wonder why their men 

S are the cannon fodder in Viet-

nam while billions are pouring 
into profitmakers in the pros
titute South Vietnam govern
ment. 

They wonder why only white 
men are chosen as astronauts. 
They wonder why, in the first 
"withdrawals" from Vietnam; 
it was a token white force and 
not a black regiment that was 
chosen to be withdrawn from 
the war. 

WORLD SUPREMACY 
The United States, motivated 

by profits, has poured $24 bil
lion into the moon venture 
without a visible hope of re
turn in profits. But this ex^ 
penditure, which goes into the 
pockets of U.S. corporations 
supplying the hardware, is but 
an advance payment in the 
struggle for world supremacy. 
The space race, in which Rus^ 
sia first held the lead, was the 
inspiration for the United 
States to "catch-up" no matter 
what the cost. It was Kennedy 
who gave top priority to put
ting a man on the moon before 
the Russians, and Nixon who 
reaped the results. 

Nuclear energy was a theory 
long before Roosevelt, on Oct. 
11, 1939, ordered the unre
stricted expenditure of secret 
funds to make it available for 
military use. The result was 
the Atom bomb. 

Hitler first commanded the 
German scientists who still 
control the NASA program for 
the United States and its moon 
ventures. A military base an 
the moon could control any 
point on earth, and that capa
bility ranks high in the minds 
of the U.S. military in their 
struggle for world control. 

Yet, power, without popular 
support, can lead to the kind 
of impotence that the United 
States experiences in South 
Vietnam. U.S. superior mili
tary strength, in support of an 
unpopular and illegitimate 
government in South Vietnam, 
is stalemated by a guerrilla 
army. 

Since World War II, the 
U.S. military spent one-and-
one-half trillion dollars in the 
undeclared war against the 
Soviet Union. The rate of 
spending increases each year 
with the war in Vietnam and 
the increasingly heavy costs 
of new hardware for war. It 
has been the practice in the 
past for Americans not to 
question military expenditures 
s i n c e revelation of such 
"secrets" could damage their 
plans. This submissive attitude 
is rapidly changing. 

No longer will American? 
sit by. They are demanding 
that their representatives in 
Congress and the Senate ac
tively oppose the current ABM 
program, which is both un-
proven in worth, will cost b i t 
lions to construct and could 
do more harm than good. 

MILITARY WASTE 
The result is that for the 

first time in recent history, 
strong opposition in Congress 
and the Senate have developed 
to the ABM program. Many 
Senators and Congressmen are 
openly questioning the need 
for continuing military waste 
at the cost of domestic pro
grams to help the needy in 
the United States. 

The anti-ballistic missile 
system, far from being a mili
tary necessity, is actually a 

series of prime contractual 
plums, ready to be distributed 
to Nixon-supporting contrac
tors as election rewards. The 
approaching planned Nixon 
recession s h o u l d provide 
cheap labor f r o m hungry 
American workers, while :u»-
checked inflation eats up their 
meager savings. 

Science cannot exist for its 
own sake alone as Marx ob
served 100 years ago. The 
political crisis that led to the 
splitting of the atom created 
not only the greatest energy 
source on earth, but also its 
most destructive one—as wit
nessed at Hiroshima. With 
these events, mankind became 
increasingly aware that the 
conflict between science and 
its products, and life in this 
nuclear age were incompatible. 

If science is to survive it 
must serve mankind, not de
stroy it. Dr. William Picker
ing, no Marxist but a foremost 
scientist, has said, "No matter 
who sends up the first bomb 
across oceans, we are but half 
an hour away from total de
struction. Scientists cannot 
help doing what comes natural 
to them. We must have a new 
human way." 

I can only add that if scien
tists, despite space and other 
triumphs, cannot devote their 
energies to the betterment of 
mankind and add their voices 
to end the destruction of man 
by man, then the military de
vices they have developed will 
sow the seeds of wrath which 
will be turned against them 
by people throughout t h e 
world who are tired of war 
and who will use any means 
at their disposal to end it. 

• 

POSTSCRIPT 
This is the last time that 

OUR LIFE AND TIMES is to 
appear under my name. It is 
not only a question that 13 
years is a long time for any 
single columnist to write world 
news briefs. It is a matter of 
the totally new approach that 
our readers will gain from the 
column passing into the hands 
of the youth, one of the most 
revolutionary forces in our 
epoch, 

Eugene Walker, who will be
come the columnist, is espe
cially well qualified for the 
task. Our readers know him 
from his activities in Missis
sippi Freedom Summer (part 
of the pamphlet Free Speech 
Movement and the Negro 
Revolution) as well as his 
l a t e s t pamphlet, France, 
Spring, 1968, An eyewitness's 
Critical Account. He also used 
to write the youth column, 
"New Beginnings." Most re
cently he has been involved in 
writing some of the leads as 
well as editing the new section 
on the labor page, "From the 
Auto Shops." 

I will be contributing my ex
periences to other sections of 
the paper, but the spirit of the 
youth will henceforth be re
flected not only on the youth 
page, but in the coverage of 

' global news by all the forces 
that are trying to rebuild the 
world on new Marxist-Human-, 
ist foundations — labor, the 
black rebels, women's libera
tion—where' theory and prac
tice become one. 

—P.M. 


